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A NEW, ROYAL AUTHENTIC,

And COMPLETE SYSTEM of *

' UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY.:

B O O K 1IV.

A M E R I C A

Including the New Difcoveries on the Continent and I(ands off the Coaft.

\

IN treating of thofe parts of the world which have dlready come under confideration; viz. Afia and Africa, we
have, with peculiar care, collected, and, in full difplay, prefented, both the New Difcoveries, and the ftriking
defcriptions of our celebrated countryman Caprain Cook, and, we truft, td the fatisfaction of our numerous readers.
America will afford us no lefs fcope for gratification, nor fhall we be lefs attentive, or lefs remifs in our endeavours,
to render our account of this part qf the world as inftructive and entertaining as either of the former; to which
a defcription of the different countrices thegein explored by our eminent Navigator will much condpice, as it will
bring to view new countries, new men, ant new manners, as well as exhibit novelty in the ardinmal and vegetable
fyftems.  But previous to this, and in conformity to the order of out plan, as well as our defire to preferve eve
important hiftorical event, it is expedient that we fhould inttoduce a circumitantial narrative of the firft difcov
made of America by the great Columbus, togethet with a general defcription of the country; to which will fycceed,
with due propricty, the difcoveries of our no lefs celebrated countryman Captain Cook; and tend to hand him
down, as well as the former, to future ages, as a charalter wotthy of univerfal admiration.

S :

I

INTRODUCTION.

: S B APk

FIRST DISCOVERY or AMERICA sy COLUMBUS,

AS few or no difcoveries have difplayed more human
fgacity and refolution, or been attended with
more important confequences than that of America, we
deem it expedient to prefent our readers with a circum-
ftantial detail of that interefting event.

This was made in the fifteenth century, towards the
clofe of which, Venice and Genoa were become, thro’
the means of their commerce with the eaftern world,
the greateft maritime powers in Europe. Frequent
voyages, fome of which were of extent, introguced fc-
veral improvements in the practical part of navigation;
but the knowledge of mankind was ftill very imperfect,
hardly extending beyond their fenfible horizon. The
true (Yyﬂem of the world was' unknown; and the iim-
perfect notions entertained with regard to the figure and

nitude of the earth, had no other foundation than
conjecture.

n this ftate of things Chriftopher Columbus, a na-
tive of Genoa, a man of afpiring genius, ‘whofe know-
Jedge of the mathematics exceeded that of his cotem-
ronrics in general, conceived a plan of failing to the

ndies by an unknown route, and thereby opening to

his country a new fource of opulenceand power. This

plan being prefented to his countrymeny, and by them

rejected as vague and chimerical, Columbus, exafpe-

rated at their ungenerous treatment, laid it before che

courts of France, England, and Portugal, who like-
No. 42.

P\

wifefpurnedatit as imaginary, and reprobated the prini-
;i‘plcs on which it was founded as abfurd and illufive;

18 laft refource was the court of Spain, where, after
cight years atcendance, he fucceeded through the fpe-
cial patronage of Queen Ifabella, confort of King F‘:_
dinand. TlHis princefs raifed money neceflary for the
defign uporf her own jewels; fo that he failed, to hig
inexpreflible joy, with three fhips, in the vear 1492, oni
a voyage, in the event of which the inbabitants of two
worlds were concerned.

In this arduous attempt Columbus had many diffi-
cultics to encounter.  He had no chart to dite@ him;
no lights from former navigators ; to which was added
the defpondency of his failors, who, on their voyage,
threatened to throw him overboard; and infified on
their rcturn. At length, however, when hi§ own in-
vention and hopes were nearly exhaufted, they for
nately difcovered land, after a voyage of 33 days, whi.i.
put an end to the commotion, fo that his commands
were obeyed with alacrity.

Columbus firft landed on one of the Bahama Ifles.
The people, on the 11th of O&tober, 1492, difcovered
a light upon the Ifland Guanahani, which the admiral:
called St. Salvador, asit delivered him and. his crew

from impending deftruction. Here he erectéd the rogal ==

flandard, and took poffeffion of the ifland, by the ap-
pellation of St. Salvador, in the name of their Catholic
6 A ' Majeftics,
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Ma'efties. The Indians, ignorant of his intention, |
made no oppofition, being amufed with lh: novelty !
and glitter of divers toys and trinkets which Columbus |
ordered to be diftributed among them. ' “Thefe pedple |
were entirely naked, of thé middle ftature, and an obive |
con plrxmn; Their teatures were regular, excepting |
their forcheads, which were rather out of proportion.
Their hair, which, as well as their eyes, was black,
was moftly cropped about their. ears. - Seme painted |
their whale bodies, others only their faces, withra Kind
of faintfth red. Many of them had ornaments pendant
from the nofe over the upper lip. They fullowed the |
ftedngers to their fhips, fome [wimming, and others in
canoes. The articles of exchange they broughr on
board were parrots and cotton yarn. The) expreffed
the higheft fatisfaction with the lfuropean commodities; |
but gazed with peculiar delight at their fwords and |
fhining arms, being at that time ignorant of the ule of |
iron. . [
Having taken a furvey of this and feveral other ifl ands* |
adjacent, and being convinced, from the poverty of
the inhabitants, that thefe could not be the Indies he |
was in queft of, €olumbus ftecred to the fouthward,
and difcovered the ifland called by him Hifpaniola,
abounding in all the necefluries of life, inhabited by a
humane and hofpitable people, and, was of {till |
greater confequence,. promiling,. from 1e famples he
had received, confiderable quantities of gold and pre-
cious ftones. This ifland, therefore, he propoled to |
make the center of his future difcoveries; and having |
erected a fort, and placed in it a fmall garrifon, he failed

for Spain, tp procure neceflary reinforgements for efla- |

blithing his infant colony,and completinghisdilcoverics.

The Spunifh court was then at Barcelona, which he
had entered amidft the acclamati®ns of the people, at-
tended by fome of the Americans, arrayed in the gold,
the arms, and ornaun.ents, of the New World juft dil-
covered. He had the honour of prefenting to the king
and queen, in the prefi nee of the whole court, a parti-
cular account of his difcoveries, and received the uni-
verfal applaufe of the public.

But regardlefs of honours, the profecution of his
main defign engrofied the attention of Columbus; and
as his late fuccels had obviated former prejudices, a
fleet of 17 fail was immediately equipped, with all npe-
ceflarics for conqueft or difcovery, and 1500 men em-
barked, among whom were fome of the beft familics in
Spain. Thus prepared, he fer fail a fecond time, in
September 1493, with an ample commiffion, as gover-
nor of all the countries he thould difcover.

On his arrival at Hifpapiola, he found the fort he had
erefted demolifhed, and moft of the Spaniards mur-
dered. It appearcd upon examination, that they had
violated the laws of decency and juftice in their beha-
viour towards the natives, to whofe refentment they had
therefore fallen victims. Columbus, howcver, found
means to conciliate theminds of the Indians, which
being effected, he chofée a more commodious ttation for
his colony, erected ftronger fortifications than the for-
mer, encouraged agriculture, and exerted every clfort
for the eftablifhment of the colony.

In his firlt voyage he had touched at Cuba; but
whether it was an ifland, or part of fome extenfive con-
tinent, could not then be afcertained; thercfore, to
determine this was now his grand object.
along the fouthern fhore of Cuba, he found a multitude
of fmall iflands, moft of them pleafant, and well inha- |
bited. This archipelago he called Jardin de la Reyna, |
the Queen’s Garden, in gratitude to his benefactrefs
Queen Iabella. In this voyage he difcovered the 1fland
of Jamaica; and, after a feries of the greatef! dangers ‘
and diftrefs, put into Hifpaniola, without axcumpl‘lﬂ:- i
ing his grand defign refpecting Cuba,

But as there.is no difficulty in finding fpecious ‘
grounds for accufation againft fuch as are employed in ‘»
the execution of éxtenfive and complicated plans, thro’ |

In coafting ||

the bafe infinuation of his enemics, an officer was dif. ||

patched from Spain, whofe prefence demonftrated to

i

|
|

Columbus the neceflity of returning to Europe, to ob-
viate the calumnies of his enemies.

Having furmounted thefe obftacles, he fet out, in
1498, on a third ‘expedition, (till more important than
the former. Inythis ndvigation, after being long bu-
ried in 4 thick (n:z, ang fuffering numberlels hardfhips
from the exceffive hedts and rains between the tropics,
he difcovered the continent of America.  The firft land
he made was the Hland of Trinidada, on the ¢oaft of
Guiana: After paffing this ifland, and two others lying
at the mouth of the river Oroonoko, the admiral was
furprized at finding his fhip agitated by*a dreadful con-
flict of waves, occafioned hetween the tide of the fea,
and the rapid current of that immenfe river. Intrepid-
ly purfuing .his courfe, he fopn perceived that they
were in frefth water; and judging nghtly, that no ifland
could fupply fo vait a river, he began to fulpect he had
difcovered the continent; but when he 14t the river,
and found that the land continued on to the weftward
for a great way, he was’convinced of it.  Satisfied, in
fome meafure, with this difcovery, he yielded to the
cries of his diftreffed crew, and bore away for Hifpa-
niola. In the courle of the paffaze he landed At feveraly
places, and traded with the inhabitants for gold and
1](\”]«

In a fubfequent voyage, being the fourth, Columbus
difcovered all the coalt ot Terra Firma to the Ifthmus of
Darien, where he hoped to have found a paffage into
the South Sea. Inthis he was difappointed; but he
was not fo in the other part of his projeét; for every
where, as He advanced, he became more fenfible of the
value of his dilcoveries on the continent, He found a
people more civilized, and more abounding in gold,
than the Iflanders with whom he had been acquainted.

‘T'he fuccels of Columbus rouled a fpirit of difcovery;
and adventurers in divers parts of Europe, ftimulated
by a thirft for gold, equipped fhips at their own ex-
pence.  The moft remarkable of thefe was Americus
Velpucio, a merchant of Florence, who failed to the
fouthern continent of America, and being a man of ad-
drefs, found feans'to acquire the honour of giving his
name to half the globe.  But no one is now impofed on
by the name, for the glory of the difcovery is awarded
by the whole world to Columbus. )

Such, however, were the machinations of malice and
envy, and fuch the effeét of the calumny of his enemics
at the cort of Spain, in depreciating the merits of this
great man, that he was fent for to Europe ignominioufly
loaded with fetters, The court of Spain, however, on
his arrival, ordered him to be fet at liberty, and difa-
vowed the proceeding.  Columbus retired in difuuft to
Vallidolid, where he died’in 1506, after having render-
ed fuch important fervices to mankind, as will tranfe
mit his name with honour to the lateft poftenty.

Succeeding adventurers ‘purfued no form or plan in
their undertakings, gold being their objeet, to obtain
which they followed fortune wherever fhe led them.
They - contributed, however, to augment the powcr
and riches of the Spanifh monarchy, though at the ex-
pence of the blood of millions. Thus the kings of
Spain, without any exertion of policy, or the lcaft
public charge, were, by private adventurers among
their fubjects, put in poffeffion of a greater, and more
wealthy territory, than ever the moft renowned heroes
had obtained by their valour or their wifdom. This
conqueft is the more extraordinary for the fhortefs of
the time in which it was effeéted ; for, from the depar-
ture of Columbus in 1492, to the entire reduction of
Chili, which happened in 1541, feveral confiderable
kingdoms were brought to fubmit to the Spani(h yoke.
We thall point out by whom, and the mayner in which
thefe exploits were performed, under the heads of each
refpective country, and after having treated of America
in general, begin with the difcoveries, defcriptions, &c¢.
of our Britith Columbus, Captain Cook,
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P II.

GENERAL DESCRIPTIONor AMERICA.

T HIS vaft track, frequently denominated the New
World, extends from latitude 78 degrees north,
to latitude 6 degrees fouth,. that is 134 deurees,
which, taken in a ftrait line,.amounts to 8040 miles in
Jength. Its breadth is various, being, in fome places,
4690 milgs, and in others not above 60 or 70. It
forms a part of both hemifpheres, and boafts all the |
different climates of the earth. Itis bounded on the
north by unknown lands, on the fouth by the Southern
Ocean, on the eaft-hy the Atlantic Ocean, and on the
weft by the Grpat Pucific Ocean. By means of thele
feas W carries of a direct commerce with the other three
parts of the wofld, i
America, gekerally confidered, confifts of two exten-
five continents, \joined together by a marrow neck of
Jand, called the Ifthmus of Darien, and diftinguithed
by the appellations ot North and Scuth. A great va-
riety of iflands are feattered on both fides of America,
Several on the north-weft coait were difcovered by
Captain Cook. On a large gulph, formed by the coafts
of the northern and fouthern continents, an | thole of
the 1ithmus of Darien, lie a multitude of iflands, many
of them large, and moft of them § rtile. They are
called the Weft Indies, and wili, as well as all the reft,
be defcribed in their proper order. -
Though America 1s not, In gc_ncrai, a mountain-
ous country, it has the greateft mouhtainsin the world.
In South America the Andes run from north to fouth
along the coalt of the Pacific Ocean. They extend

diamonds, pearls, emc ralds, amethyfts, and other
valuable ftones. To thefe may beadded a great num-
ber of other commaodities, which, though of lefs price,
are of much greater ufe. .
Sheep, goats, cows, affes, and horfes, were not
found here.upon the firft landing of the Europeans, but
having been brought in plenty, increafed fo faft in fer-
tile paftures, as to afford an ample fupply. .
Here is a vaft variety of birds, furpafling all that
are' to be founid in any other part of the world, for
beauty, fhape, and colour, Which will be defcribed in
their proper places.
The feas, lakes, and rivers, abound with the greateft
plenty and variety of fifh. .
Before the arrival of the Europeans; the natives of
America had arts of their own. They had fome notion
of painting, and alflo formed pictures by the Beautiful
arrapgements of feathers of all colours; and/in fome
parts erected ftately buildings. Though the gfe of iron
was unknown, they polifhed precious ftones, cut down
trees, and made not only {mall canoes, but boats of
confiderable bulk. Their hatchets were headed with
a fharp flint; and of flints they made knives. Thus
at the arrival of the Luropeans, they prefented a lively
picture of the ftate of mankind in the carlic{tages.
America is chiefly divided between the Spanith, Enz-
lith, Portuguefe, and the United States.  The French
and Dutch have, indeed, fettlements in South Ame-
rica, called Guiana and Surinam, but thefe arc of little

from the Ifthmus of Daricn to the Straits of Magcllan,
divide the fouthern parts of Amcrica, gnd run a length
of betweeen 4 and gooo Englith miles. In North
America are feveral lofty and ex enfive chains, the
prl.u‘\p:ll of 'which arc called the Algennay or Apala-
chian mountains,

North America is watered by many rivers, the moft
remarkable of which will be defcribed in their refpec-
tive provinces. The river Miflilippi, rifing from un-
known fources, runs a prodigious courfe from north to
fouth. There are five great lakes, which, communi-
cating with cach other, afford a moft advantageous in-
1ct for commerce. Many parts are, indecd, fo inter-
fected with navigable rivers and crecks, that numbers
of planters may be faid to have each an harbour at his
own door.

South America has three of the largeft rivers in the
| ‘world, the river of the Amazons, the river Plata, and
| the river Oroonoko.

A tountry of fuch prodigious cxtent as
| “each fide of the equator, muft neceflartly -have a variety
| of foils as well as climates.

| It is very remarkable ¢Hat the climates of North
| America are colder, by many degrees, than any of
| the countyies in the fame latitude in Europe, Thus
| New Britain, which is nearly in the fame latitude with

Great Britain, is almoft infufferably cold to an Luro-

an. The greateft part of the frozen country of New-
gfundhnd, the Bay of St. Laurence, and Capé Breton,
lic oppofite to thecoaft of France. Nova Scotia and
New England are in the fame latitude as the Bay of
Bifcay. %cw York and Pennfylvania lie oppofite to
Spain and Portugal. Hence the coldeft winds of North
America blow from the forth and the weft, as they do
here from the north and eaft. .

If we except the moft northern and fouthern parts,
which are naturally cold and barren, the reft produce,
in abundance, moft of the metals, minerals, plants,
fruits, trees, and woods, to be met with in the other
parts of the world, and fome of them in greater quanti-
ties, and higher perfection. America alfo produces

America on

importance. They have alfo colonies in North America,
The Indians are in quiet pofietfion of many large inland
tracks. ‘The Spaniards, who difcovered the Néw
World, ftill enjoy the largeft and richeft portion of it

| and thence draw immenfe wealth,

Next to Spain, the moft confiderable proprietor of
America was Great Britain, which derived a claim to
North America from the firft difcovery ot that conti-
nent by Scbaftian Cabor, in the name of Henry VIL
| about fix years afier the difcovery of South America by
| Columbus, in the name of the king of Spain. This
| northern country was, in general, called Newfound-
' land, a name now appropriated folely to an ifland upon
its coaft. It was a long time before any attempt was
| made to fettle a colony.in it. Sir Walter Raleigh, of
l refpectable memory, firft thewed the-way, by fixing the
Enghfh flandard in that part whichthe called Virginis,
in honour of his royal miftrefs Queen Eiizabeth.

The Britifh natton had, at an immenfe expence,
and with the lofs of thoufands of gallant fubjeéts, pre-
| ferved, fecured, and extended its colonies fo far, as
| yender it difficult to afcertain the precife bounds of its
% empire in North America, te the northern and weftern

fides : But, alas; thefe flattering profpects have been
| annihilated by a moft unhappy conteft between the
| mother. country and the colonies, which, after a con-
‘ tinuance of cight years, at great expence of blood and
| treafure, terminated in the eftablithment of 3 new re-
public, ftiled, ¢ The Thirteen United Seates of Ame-
rica.”

We propofe to divide the New World into three
parts:

1. NORTH AMERICA, prefixing to our actount
fuch parts, continental, infular, &c. as have been dif
covered, vifited, or defcribed, by Caplain Cook,

1. WEST INDIAN and AMERICAN
ISLANDS. ’

I, SOUTH AMERICA,

C l" A P'
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Particular Parts of North'America, continental, infular, &c. &c. difcovered, vifited
and defcribed by Caprain Coox, on his third and laft Voyage.

APTAIN COOK, with a perfeverence and intre-
idity Pcculiar to himfelf, explored the coaft of
Nonﬁ:\mcnca till he reached to the latitude of 70 deg.
44. min. when all further attempts to proceed were
fruftrated by 4 prodigioys mafs of ice, which extended
from continent to continent. g

The moft extreme point he mentions is Cape Lif-
burne. It is fituated in the latitude of 69 deg. § min.
north. He fays it appeared to be tolerdbly high land,
even down to the fea. In almoft every other part, as
our navigators advanced to the north, they had found a
low coaft, from which the land rofe to a moderate
height. The coaft now before them was free from
fnow, except in one or two places, and had a greenifh
hue, but they could not difcern any wood upon it.

To the fouthward of Cape Lifburne is a point, nam-
ed by Captain Cook Point Mulgrave. It is fituated in
lat. 67 deg. 45 min. north. The land feemed to be very

low near the fea, but a little farther it rofe into hills of
l%dcra(c height : the whole was free from fnow, and

~ apparently deftitute of wood.

The weltern extreme of America, hitherto known,
is a'point of land, which Captain Cook diftinguifhed by
the name of Cape Prince of Wales. It ftands in the

" lat. of 65 deg. 46 min. north.

Stepce Istanp lies in lat. 64 deg. 30 min. north,
and is about 12 miles in circumference. The furface
of the ground principally confifts of large loofe ftones,
covered in many places with mofs, and other vegetables,
of which 20 or 3o different fpecics were obferved, and
moft of them in flower. But not a trec or fthrub was
feen, cither on the ifland, or upon the neighbouring
continent. Near the beach where our people lande
was a confiderable quantity of wild purflane, long-wort,
peale, &c. fome of which they took on board for boil-
ing. They faw feveral plovers, and other fmall birds,
alfo a fox. They met with fome decayed huts, built

rtly under ground. It appeared fome peoplé had been

h e {:cly on the ifland, and it was more than probable that

they often came thither, there being a beaten path from
one end to the other. At a fmall diftance from that
part of the fhore where our people landed they found a
fledge, which induced Caprain Cook to give the ifland
the name of Sledge Ifland. It appeared to be fuch a
one as is ufed by the Ruffians in Kamtfchatka, for the
purpofe of conveying goods from one place to another
over the fhow and ice. Its conftruction was admirable,
and its various parts were put together with great neat-
nefs, fome with wooden pins, but for the moﬁ part with
thongs or lafhings of whalebone; in confequence of
which, Captain Cook imagined that it was entirely the
~workmafithip of the natives.

Kine's I_sLAND, fo called by Captain Cook, is a fmall
ifland, which was defcried at the diftance of cight or
nine leagues fromithe former.

\

Crer®’s IsLanp, which alfo received its appella~
tion from Captain Cook, lies in. lat. 63 deg. 15 min,
north. It feemed to be an ifland of confiderable extent,
inwhich were feveral hills, all connected by low ground,
fo that it looked at a diftance like a group of iflands.
Near its caftern part isa lictle ifland, which is remarka
ble for having on it three clevated rocks. Both the

_ greater ifland, and this {fmaller one, we
,lgr:habitcd. re lppu"cntly

Gore’s lsLawnp lies in nearly the fame latitude as the
former. It is about 30 miles in extent, and particularly
narrow at the low necks of land, by which the hills are
connected. Captain Cook found afterwaids that it ux
entirely unknown to the Ruffians, and theicfore co
fidering it as a difcovery of his own, mmr.d it Gnrp‘i
Ifland. * It appeared to be barren, and deftitute of in-
habitants, at leaft our navigators faw none. Near
Gore's Iflands a fmall ifland,  whofe lofty fummit termi-
nates in feveral pinnacle rocks, for which reafon it ob-
tained the name of Pranacie IsLanp.

Anpzrson's Istanp, fo called by Captain Cook, to
perpetuate the memo of Mr. Anderfon, furgeon of
the Refolution, who departed this life juft belore the
difcovery of it, ‘lies in lat. 62 deg. 34 min. north. This
is the only circumftance worthy of mention conccrne
ing it.

NORTON's SOUND.
Situation. Survey of the Country. Interview wilh the
Navives. Articles of Barter. Divers Incidents. Per-
Jons, Drefs, Habitations, Vegetable Produétions, &e.

HIS inlet, to which Captain Cook gave the name
’ of Norton's Sound, in honour of Sir Fletcher
Norton, afterwards Lord Grantley, lies between the
latitudes of 64 and 64 deg. north. The bay wherein
the fhips lay at anchor is fituated on the fouth-eaft fide
of it, and by the natives denominated Chackioole. It
“is not a very good ftation, nor is an harbour to be met
| with in all this found.

Captain Cook, at firft fight, imagined this fpot of
land to be two iflands, burt afterwards found that it was
a peninfula connected with the continent by a low Ifthe
mus, on each fide of which a bay is formed by the coaft.

Having caft anchor at about a league’s diftance from
the point of the peninfula, to which fpot the appellation
of Cape Denbigh was given, they obferved feveral of
the natives on the peninfula, and one of them came off
inafmall canoe. Caprain Cook gave this man a knife
and fome beads, with which he appeared to be well
pleafed.  Our people made’ligns to him to bring them
fome provifions, upon which he inflantly quitted t'.em,
and paddled towards the thore. Happening to meet
another man coming off, who had two dried falmons,
he got them from him; and when he returned to the
thip, he refufed to give them to any body except Capr.
Cook. - Some of our- people fancied that he afked for
him under the name of capitaime, but in this they were
perhaps miftaken. Others of the inhabitants came off
foon afterwards, and gave them a few dried fith, in ex-
change for fuch trifies as they had to barter with them.
They fhewed no diflike to tobacco, but were moft de-
firous of knives.

Mr. Gore was difpatched rothe peninfula, to procure
wood and water, of the former of which articles the
people obferved great plenty upon the beach. At the
fame time & boat from each of the fhips was fent to
found round the.bay; and at three o’clock, the wind
frefhening at north-eaft they weighed anchor, and en-
deavoured to work ‘further in: but that was quickly
found to be impracticable, by reafon of the fhoals,
which extended entirely round the bay, to the diftance

|

ggpwudl of two miles from the thore.

1 Captain
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New Discoveries.] NORTH

Captain Cook went alliore, and took a walk into the
i, In thole
wood, abounded with heath, and other plants, feveral
of which had plenty of berries, all ripe.

gle plant was in fl

country, whici parts where there was no

Scarce a [in-

wwer.  The underwood, fuch as

birch, alders, and willows, occafioned walking to be

very troublefome among the trees, which were all
fpruce, and none of which exceeded feven or eight
inches in diameter; but fome were obferved lying on
the beach, that were above twice that fize. All the
drift-wood feen in thefe northern parts was fir,

A family of the natives came near the {pot where our
people were occupied in taking off wood. The Cap-
tain faw only the hufband and wife, and their child,
befides a fourth perfon, who was the moft deformed
cripple he\bad ever feen. The hufband was nearly
blind ; "and ngither he nor his wife werefuch well-look-
ing people as\many of thofe whom he had met with on
this coait, th of them had their lower lips perfora-
ted; and they were in pofieflion of fome glafs beads,
refembling thofe that had been feen before among their
neighbours. [ron was the article that pleafed them moft.
For four knives, which had been formed out of an old
iron hoop, the ’:xptain obtained from them near 400
pounds weight oK fith, that had been lately caught by
them. Some of ‘thefe were trout, and others were,
with refpect to fize and tafte, fomewhat between a her-
ring and a mullet. The Captain gave a few beads to
the child, who was a female; upon which the mother
immediately burft into tears, then the father, next afeer
him the cripple, and at laft, to add the finithing ftroke
to the concert, the child herfelf, This, however, was
not of long duration

Licutenant King had before been in company with
the fame family. His account of this interview is to
the following purport: While he attended the wooding
party, a canoe, filled with natives approached, out of
which an elderly man and woman (the hufband and
wife above-mentioned) came athore. Mr, King pre-
fented a fmall knife to the woman, and promiked to
give her a much larger one in exchange for fome fifh,
She made figns to him to follow her. After he had
proceeded with them about a mile, the man fell down
as he was crofling a ftony beach, and happened to cut
his foot very. much. This occafioned Mr. King to
ftop; upon which the woman pointed to her hufband’s
eyes, which were covercd with a thick whitith film. He
afterwards kept clofe to his wife, who took care to ap-
prize him of the oblftacles in his way. The woman had
a child on her back, wrapped up in the hood of her
After walking about two miles they arrived
at an open fkin-boat, which was turned on one fide,
the convex part towards the wind, and was made to
ferve for the habitation of this family, Mr. King now
performed a remarkable operation on the man’s eyes,
He was firft defired to hold his breath, then to breathe
on the ditempered eyes, and afterwards to fpit on
them. The woman then took both the hands of Mr.
King, and prefling them in the man’s ftomach, held
them there for fome time, while the recounted fome

JACKCL.

melancholy hiftory refpecting her family, fometimes
pointing to her hufband, fometimes to her child, and
at other times to the cripple, who was related to her.
M, I\'ir}g purchafed all the fith they had, which con-

fifted of excellent falmon, falmon-trout, and muilet.
Thefe fillh were faithfully delivered to the perfon he fent
for them,

The woman was fhort and fquat, and her vifage was
plomp and round, She wore a jacket made of deer-
{kin, with a large hood, and had on a pair of wide boots.
She was punétured from the lip to the chin. Her huf-
band was well made, and about five feet two inches in
height.  His hair was black and fhort, and he had but
litle beard. His complexion was of a light copper
calt. He had two holes in his lower lip, in which,
however, he had no ornaments.
them were black, and appeared as if they had been filed
down level with the gums.

No. 43.

The teeth of both of

AMERICA. 465
il entertained whether the coaft
y now were belonged to an ifland, or
continent of America, Lieutenant l;ing was
difpatched by Caprain Cook, with two boats, well
manned and armed, to make fuch a fearch as might
tend to remove all difierence of opinion on the fubjeét.
He was inftructed to proceed towards the north as fir
as the extreme point feen before, or a litde further, if
he fhould find it neceffary; to land there, and from
the heights endeavour to difcover whether the land he
was then upon, imagined to be the ifland of Alalchka,
was really an ifland, or was conncled to the land to
the eaftward, fuppofed to be the American_continent,

Afier the departure of Licutenant King, feveral of
the natives came off in canoes, and gave the crew fome
dried falmon in exchange for trifling articles, Early
the next morning nine men, each in a {eparate canoe,
paid them a vifit, with the fole view of gratifying their
curiofity. " They approached the thip with caution, and
drawing up abrealt of each other, underhe ftern, fa-
voured them with a fong; while one of their number
made many ludicrous motions with his hands and body,
and another beat upon a fort of drum. There was
| nothing favage cither in the fong or the geftures with
which it was accompanied. There feemed to be no dif-
ference cither with refpect to fize or features between
thefe people, and thofe on the other northerly parts of
the coaft. Their drefs, which chiefly confifted of the
fkins of deer, was made after the fame mode; and
they had adopted the praétice of perforating their lower
lips, and affixing ornaments to them,

The habitations of thefe Americans were fituated
clofe to the beach. They confift merely of a floping
roof, without any fide walls, formed of logs, and co-
vered with earth and grafs, The floor is hkewife laid
with logs. The cnftrance is at one end, and the fire-
place juft within it. A fmall hole is made near the
door of the hut, for the purpofe of letting out the fmoak.

The berries found herc by the party that went on
fhoi¢ for brooms and fpruce, were hurtle-berries, heath-
berries, pantridge-berries, and wild currant-berries.
Captain Cook alfo went afhore, and took a walk over
part of the peninfula. He met with very good grafa
in feveral places, and fcarcely oblerved a fingle fpot on
which fome vegetable was not growing. The low
land, by which this peninfula is united to the continent,
abounds with narrow creeks, and likewife with ponds
of water, feveral of which were at this time frozen
over. There were numbers of buitards and geefe, but
they were o' fhy, that it was impofiible to get within
muifket-thot of them. Some fhipes were alfo feen; and
on the higher grounds were partridges of two fpecies.
Where there was wood, mufketos were numerous,
Some of the officers, who went further into the country
than the Caprain did, met with fome of the natives of
both fexes, who treated them with civility and kind-
nefs,

It was the opinion of Captain Cook that this peninfula
had been an ifland in fome diftant period; l!ur there
were marks of the fea having formerly flowed over the
ilthmus; and even at prefent it appeared to berkepe
out by a bank of fand, ftones, and wood,’which the
waves had thrown up. It was manifet, from this
bank, that the Jand here encreached upon the fea; and
it was not difficult to trace its gradual formation, b

Lieutenant King retwrned from.his expedidon about
four days afier he left the fbip. The crews of the
boats rowed without intermiflion towards the land for
the fpace of aday. They then fet their fails, and ftood
acrofs the bay which the coaft forms to the weftward of
Bald-Head. They afierwards made ufe of their oars,
and had got within two miles of Bald-Head, undér the
lee of the high land. At that time all the men in the
boat belonging to the Refolution, except two, were fo
opprefled with fatigue and fleep, thac Mr. King's ut-
moft endeavours to make them put on were inefteétual.
They were at length fo far exhaufted as w drop their
oars; and fall aflecp at the bowom of the boat. . In

6B confeguence

As doubts were fii!
upon which th
to the
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confequence of this Mr. King, and two gentlemen who
were with him, were obliged to lay hold of the oars;
and they landed, a little after three. o’clock, between
Bald-Head and a point that projects to the eatward.

Mr. King, upon his landing, afeended the heights,
from which he could fee the two coafts join, and that
the inlet terminated in a fmall creek or river, before
which there were banks of fand or mud, and in every
part (hoal water. The land, for fome diﬂnnf& vmw;'xr‘ds
the north, was low and fwampy; then it rofe in hilis;
and the perfe@ juntion of thofe, on each fide of the
inlet, was traced without the leaft difficulty.

From the elevated fituation in which Mr. King l(ka
his furvey of the found, he could difcern many fpacious
vallies, with rivers flowing through them, well wn(»xird,A
and bounded by hills of a moderate height. One of
the rivers, towards the north-weft, feemed to be conli-
derable: and he was inclined to fuppofe, from its di-
retion, that it difcharged itfelf into the fea at the head
of the Bay. Some ot his people, penetrating beyond
this into the country, found the trees to be of a larger
fize the further they proceeded. ,

The weather being fine afforded an opportunity of
making a great number of Junar obfervations, the refult
of which gave 197 deg. 13 min. ealt, as the longitude
of the anchoring place on the weftern fide of the found;
while its latitude was 64 deg. 31 min. north. With
refpec to the tides, the night flood rofe two or three
feet, and the day flood"was fcarcely perceivable,

Captain Cook wasmow perfectly convinced that Mr.
Stzhlin’s map was extremely erroncous, and that
the continent of America was the very fpace which
that gentleman had imagined to be the Ifland "of
Alafchka.

Captain Cook thought it now high time to quit thefe
northerly regions, and retire to fome place for the win-
ter, where he might obtain provifions and refrefhments.
He did not conlider Petropavlowfka, or the harbour
of St. Peter and St. Paul, in Kamtfchatfka, ds likely to
furnith a fufficient fupply. He had likewife other
reafons for not going thither at prefent; the principal
of which was his great unwillingnefs to remain inactive
for fix or feven months, which would have been the
confequence of paffing the winter in any’of thefe nor-
thern countrics.  He at length concluded that no fitua-
tion was fo convenient as the Sandwich Iflands. To
them, therefore, he formed a refolution of repairing,
But a fupply of water being neceffary before he could
execute that defign, he determined with a view of
procuring this affential article, to fearch the coaft of
America for a harbour, by proceeding along it to the
fouthward. If he fhould not meet with fuccefs in that
fearch, his intention was to reach Samganhoodha,
which was appointed for the place of rendezvous in cafe
the thips fhould happen to feparate.

STuarT’s IsLAND lies in the latitude of 63 deg. 35
min. north, and is fix or feven leagues in circumfe-
rence. Though fome parts of it are of a moderate
height, yet, in general, it is low, with fome rocks off
the weftern part. Some drift wood was obferved on
the fhore, but not a fingle tree was feen,

The greateft part of the coaft of the continent is low
land, but they perceived high land up the country, It
forms a point up[w)iir#is iland, which was diftin-
guifhed by the name of*Cape Stephens, and is fituated
in the latitude of 63 deg. 33 min. north, and in the lon-
gitude of 197 deg. 41 min. eaft.

Before they reached Stuart’s [fland they paffed two
litcde iflands, ftuate between them and the main land ;
and as they ranged along the coalt, feveral of the natives
made their appearance upon the fhore, and, by figns,
feemed to invite them t approach, ;

Rounp IsLanp, fodenominated by Caprain Cook on
acrount of its figure, lies in the latitude of 58 deg. 137
min. north, and is feven miles diftant from the con-
tipent,

Barres IsLes, focalled from the nakednefs of their
appearance, are fituated in latitude g9 deg. north,
They are a group of high iflands and rocks, and un-
connected with any other land.

Near thefe iflands was perceived a very lofty promon-
tory, whofe elevated fummit appeared above the clouds,
forming two very high mountains. . Captain Cook named
this promontory Cape Douglas, in honour of Dottor
Douglas, now bifhop of Carlifle,

KAYE's ISLAND

HIS ifland, difcovered by Captain Cook, lies in
latitude 59 deg. 49 min. north, It does not ex-

ceed 12 leagues in length, nor in breadth above a league
and a half ia any part of it. The fouth-weft point is a
naked rock, confiderably elevated above the land within
it There isalfo a high rock lying off it, which, when
feen in fome paaticular directions, has the appearance
of a ruinous caftle. This #and terminates towards
fea in bare floping cliffs, with a beach conlifling of

large pebbles, m?u"n‘&‘ d in fome places with a cla
fand. The clifis are compofed of a blueifh ftone
rock, and are, except in afew parts, in a foft or moul-
dering ftate. Some parts of the fhere are interrupted
by {mall vallies and gullies, in each of which a rivuler
or torrent rufhes down with a confiderable degree of
impetuofity, though, perhaps, only furnithed from the
fnow, and lafting no longer than dll the Whole is dif-
folved. Thefe vallies are filled with pine-trees; and
they alfo abound in other parts of the ifland, which,
indeed, is covered, as it were, with a broad girdle of
wood. The trees, however, are far from being of an
extraordinary growth, few of them feeming to be larger
than what a perfon might grafp round with his arms,
and their general height being 40 or 5o feet; fo, that
they would be of no great fervice for (hipping, except
as materials for making top-gallant-mafts, and other
fmall things. The pine trees appeared to be all of one
fpecies; and neither the Canadian pine, or cyprels, was
to be feen.

Among the trees was fome currant and hawberry
buthes, a yellow-flowered violer, and the leaves of other
plants not then in flower, particularly one which was
fuppofed by the naturalifts to be the Aeracleum of
Linnaus.

A crow was feen flying about the wood: two or
three white headed eagles, like thofé of Nootka, were
alfo obferved; befides another fpecies equally large,
which had a white brealt. Captain Cook likewife faw,
in his paffage from the fhip to the fhore, a number of
fowls fitting on the water, or flying about, the principal
of which were gulls, burres, fhags, ducks, or large
p(‘(rk‘l‘.. divers, and quebrantahuefles. The divers
were of two forts; one very large, whofe colour was
black, with a white belly and breaft; the other of a
fmaller fize. with a longer and more pointed bill. The
ducks were allo of two fpecies; one brownith, with a
dar@® blue or blackifth head or neck ; the other fmaller,
and ®f a dirty black colour. The fhags were large and
black, having a white fpot bchind the wings. The
gulls were of the common fort, flying in flocks. There
was alfo a fingle bird flying about, apparently of the
gull kind, whofe colour was a faowy white, with fome
black along part of the upper fide of the wings, At the
place where the party landed, a fox came from the
verge of the wood, and eying them with little. emotion,
walked leifurely on without manifefting any figns of
fear. He was not of a large fi--, and his colour was
of a reddifh yellow. Two or three fmall feals ‘were
likewife feen near the fthore; but no traces were difco-
vered of inhabitants having ever been in the ifland.

On a fmall eminence near the fhore, Captain Cook
left, at the foot of a tree, a bottle, contain ng a‘ paper,
on which the names of the fhips, and the date of th
difcovery, were infcribed.  He alfo enclofed two filver
two-penny pieces of Englith coin, which, with many
others, he had been furnifhed with by Dr. Xaye, dean
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New DiscoveriEs.]

of Lincoln; and, in teftimony of his efteem for that
gentleman, diftinguithed the ifland l{y the name of
Kaye's Ifland.

He alfo called a fpacious inlet, about three leagues
dittant from this ifland, Cape Hinchinbroke. Hav-
ing caft anchor under this cape, Mr. Gore was dif-
patched in a boat, in order to fhoot fome birds that
might ferve for food. He had fearcely arrived when
about 20 of the natives appeared in two large canoes,
upon which he returned to the fhips, and they followed
him. They were unwilling however, to venture
along-fide, but kept at a diftance, fhguting aloud, and
clafping- and extending their arms. alternately. They
then began a kind of fong. Their heads were ftrewed
with feathers; and one of them held our a white gar
ment, which it was fuppofed they intended as a token of
friendthip ; while dnother, for near a quarter of an
hour, ftood up in the canoe, entirely naked, with his
arms extended like a crofs, and motionlefs. Their canoes
were conftructed upon a different plan from thofe our
people had hitherto feen. The frame confifted of flen-
der laths, and the outfide was formed of the fkins of
feals, or other animals of a fimilar kind. Though our
people returned their figns of amity, and endeavoured,
by the moft expreffive geftures, to encourage them to
come along-fide, they were unable to prevail upon
them. Some of our people alfo repeated feveral of the
common words that they had heard in the adjacent
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The chief could not be prevailed upon to venture
below the upper deck, nor did he and his companions
continue long on board.  While they were on board it
was neceffary to watch them narrbwly, as they foon
manifefted an inclination for thieving. At length,
when they ha® been three or four hours along-fide the
Refolution, they all quitted her, and repairel to the
Difcovery, which fhip none of them had before been
on board of, except one man, who came from her at
this very time, and immediatcly returned to her, in
company with the others.

The natives, foon after quitring the Difcovery,
made their way towards the boat that was employed in
founding. The officer who was in her obferving their
approach, returned to the fhip, and all the canoes fol-
lowed him. The crew of the boat had no fooner re-
]».\iml on board, leaving in her, by way of guard, two
of their number, than feveral of the natives ftepped
into her, fome of whom prefented their fpears before
the two men, while others lofed the rope by which fhe
was faftened to the fhip, and the reft were fo daring as
to attempt to tow her away. But the moment they
faw our people were preparing to oppofe them, they .
let her go, ftepped out of her into their own boats,
and made figns to perfuade them to lay down their
arms.

The man already mentioned as having conducted his
countrymen from the Refolution to the Difcovery, had
firft been on board of the latter, where looking down

parts, but they did not -appear to underftand them.
After they had received fome prefents that were thrown
to them, they retired towards the fhore, intimating,
by figns, that they would return the next morning.
They accordingly came off in five or (ix canoes, but as
the (hips were under fail, they could not reach, though
they followed them for fome time.

PRINCE WILLIAM’s SOUND.
SECTION L

Situation. Reception fromthe Natives, Their Appearance
and Behaviour,

HIS inlet on the coaft, diftinguithed by Captain

Cook under the name of Prihce William’s Sound,
is in the latitude of 59 deg. 33 min. north. He alfo
gave the place where the fhips Refolution and Dilcovery
took ‘up their ftation, the appellation of Snug Corner
Bay.

When our people firft entered the Bay, three of the
Matives came off in two canoes, two men in one, and
one in the other, being the number that each canoe
could carry. The men had each a ftick of the length
of about three feet, with the latge feathers, or wings of
birds, faftened to ita Thefe they frequently held up,
probably as tokens of peace, The treatment thefe
three received induced many others to vific the fhips,
in both great and fmall canoes. Some of them ven-
tured on board the Relolution, though not before fome
of our people had ftepped into their boats. Among
thofe who came on board was a middle-aged man, who
was afterwards found to be the chief. His drefs was
made of the fkin of the fea-otter, and he had on his
head a cap, embellithed with fky-blue glafs beads. He
appeared to value thefe much more than our white glafs
beads. Any kind of beads, however, feemed to be in
high eftimation amon} thefe people, who readily gave
in exchange for them whatever they had, even their
fine fea-otter fkins,

Iron was a great objet, but they abfolutely rejected
fmall bits, and wanted pieces nine or ten inches long
at leaft, and of the breadth of three or four fingers.
They obtained but little of that article, as, by this
time, it was become rather fcarce. The points of fome
of their fpears were of this metal, others were of cop-
per, aad a few were of bone ; of which laft the, points

all the hatchways, and obferving no one except the offi-
cer of the watch, and one or two others, he doubtlefs
imagined that fhe might be plundered with eafe, par-
cicularly as fhe was ftationed at fome diftance from the
Refolution. It was unqueftionably with this intent that
the natives went off to her. Several of them went on
board without the leaft ceremony, and drawing their
knives, made figns to the officer, and the other people
upon deck, to keep off, and began to fearch for plun-
der. The firft thing they laid hold of was the rudder
of one of the boats, which they imimediately threw
overboard to thofe of their party who had continued in
the canoes. But before they had time to find another
object that ftruck their fancy, the fhip’s crew were
alarmed, and many of them, armed with cutlafles,
came upon deck. On obferving this, the plunderers
all fheaked off into their.canoes, with evident marks of
indifference.

From the above circumftances it may reafonably be
inferred, that thefe people were not acquainted with
fire-arms ; for had they known any thing of their effect,
they would by no means have ventured to attempt
carrying off a boat from under a fhip’s guns, in the face
of upwards of an hundred men; for moft of the Refo-
lution’s people were looking at them at the very inftant
of their making the attempt. However, they were left
as: ignorant, in this particular, as they were found ;
for they neither faw or heard a mufket fired, except at
birds.

SECTION IL

Perfons, Drefs, Canoes, Weapons, Utenfils, [vod,
Language, S,

HF natives feen by our voyagers were, in general

of a middling ftature, though many of them
were under it. They were fquare, or ftrong-chefted,
with fhort thick necks, and large broad vifages, which
were, for the moft part, rather flat. The moft difpro-
portioned part of their bodies appeared to be their heads,
which were of great magnitude. Their tecth were of
a tolerable whitenefy, broad, well fet, and equal in
fize. Their nofes had full round points, turned up ac
the tips; and their eyes, though not fmall; were fcarce-
ly proportioned to the largenefs of their faces. = They
had black hair, which was ftrong, ftrair, and shick,
Their beards were, in general, thin, or deficienty but

of their arrows, darts, &c. were formed.

the hairs growing about the lips of thofe who ‘had
Ihcm‘
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them, were briftly or ftiff, and often of a brownifh co-
Jour; and fome of the elderly men had Jarge, thick,
ftrait beards, g
Very few, however, could be faid-to be handlome,
though their countenances, in general indicated
feanknefs, vivacity, and good nature; yet fome of
them fhewed a referve and fullennefs in cheir afpect.
T he faces of fome of the women were agreeable ; .umJ
many of them, but principally the younger ones, might
eafily be diftinguithed from the other fex, by the fupe-
rior delicacy of their features. The complexion of
fome of the females, and of the children, was white,
without any mixure of red. Many of the men, whom
our people {aw naked, had rather a fwarthy caft, which

“was fearcely the effect of any ftain, as it is not their

cuftom to paint their bodies.

The men, women, and children, of this found, are
all cloathed ia the fame manner, Their ordinary drefs
i+ a fort of clofe frock, or rather robe, which fome-
times reaches only to the knees, but gencrally down to
the ancles. Ithas, at the upper part, a hole juft fufe
ficiently large to admit the head, with fleeves reaching
to the wait, Thefe frocks are compofed of the fkins of
various animals, fuch as the grey fox, racoon, pine-
martin, fca-otter, feal, &c. and they are commonly
worn with the hairy fide outwards. Some of the na-
tives have their frocks made of the fkins of fowls, with
only the down left on them, which they glue upon other
{ubitances. One or two were feen with woollen gar-
ments, At the feams, where the different fkins are
fewed together, they are ufually adorned with fringes
or taffals of narfow thongs, cut out of the fame fkins.
There is a fort of Cape or collar to a few of them, and
fome have a hood ; but the other is the moft cutomary
form, and appears to conftitute their whole drefs/ in
fair weather. They put over this, when it is rdiny,
another frock, made with fome degree of ingenvity
from the inteftinés of whales, or of fome other large
animal, prepared with fuch fkill, as to refemble, in-a
great meafure, our gold-beaters leaf. It is formed fo
as to be drawn tight round the neck; and its fleeves
extend down to the wrift, round which they are faltened
with a ftring. When they are in their canoes, they
draw the fkires of this frock over the rim of the hole in
which they fit, fo that the water is prevented from
entering. At the fame time it keeps the men dry up-
wards; for no water can penetrate through it. [t is
apt to crack or break, if it is not conftanitly kept moift.
This frock, as well as the common one made of fkins,
is nearly imilar to the drefs of the natives of Greenland.
Some of them wear a kind"of fkin ftockings, reaching
half way up their thighs. Few of them are without
mittens for their hands, formed from the fkins of
bears paws. - Thofe who wear any thing on their heads
refemble; in this Nrticuhr, the people of Nootka,
having high truncated, conical caps, compofed of
firaw, and fometimes of woed.

. The hair of the men is commonly cropped round the
forehead and neck, but the females lll!‘;rr it to grow
long. The greateft part of them tie'a lock of it on the
crown, while a few club it behind, after our method.
Both the men and women perforate their ears wich fe-
veral holes, about the outer and Jower part of the edge,
wherein they fufpend fmall bunches of beads. They
alfo perforate the /eplum of thie nofe, though which
they often thruft. the quill feathers of birds, or little
bending ornaments, made of a tubulous fhelly fub-
ftance, ftrung on a ftiff cord, of the length of three or
four inches, which give them a ridiculous and grotelque
appearance. But the molft extraordinary ornamental
fathion, and which is adopted by fome of the natives of
both fexes, is their having the under lip cut quite thro’
lengthways, rather below the fwelling part.  This inci-
fion frequently exceeds two inches in length, and, ei-
ther by its natural retraction while the wound is ftill
freth, or by the repetition of fome artificial manage-
ment, affumes the appearance and fhape of lips, and
becomes fufficiently large to admir the tongue through,
.

F

This happened: to be the cafe-when 4 perfon, will_l his
under lip thus flit, was firft feen by one.of our failors,
who immediately exclaimed, that the man had o
mouths, which, indecd ‘is greatly refembled. - They
fix in this ardficial nyouth a fat, narrow kind of orna-
ment, made principally out of a folid (hell or bone, cut
into {mall narrow picces, like tecth, almoft down to the
bafe, or thick part, which has, at each end, a projeét-
ing bit, that ferves to fupport it v«‘l.rn put into the di-
vided lip,“the cut part then appearing outwards.  Some
of them only perforate the lower lip into feparate holes :
on which occafion'the ornament confits of the fame
number of diftinét fheily ftuds, the points of which are
thrult through tlfefe holes, and their heads appear
within the lip, 0t unlike another row of teeth under
their natral 6nes.

Jelides the native ornaments of thefe people, were
obferved among them many beads of European manu-
facture, chiefly of a pale blue colour, which are hung
in their ears, or about their caps, or are joined to their
lip ornaments, which have a litdde hole drilled in each
of the points to ‘which they art faflened, and others to
them, till they fometimes even hang as long as the point
of the chin. In this laft cafe, however, they cannot
remove them with' fuch facility; for, with refpet to
their own lip-ornaments, they can take them out with
theit tonguie ac pleafure, They likewife wear bragelets
of beads, made of a fhelly fubftance ; or otherd of a cy-
lindrical form, compofed of a fubftance refembling
amber, They are, in general, fo fond of ornaments of
fome kind or other, thar they fix any thing in their per-
forated lip; for one of them appeared with two 1ron
nails proje&ing like prongs from it; and another one
attempted to put a large brafs button into it

The men often paine “their faces of a black colour,
and of a bright red, and fometimes of a bluifl or léaden
hue, but not in any regular figure, The woman
punéture or ftain the chin with black, that comes to a
point in each of their cheeks ;™ a cuftom fimilar to which
1s in vogee among the ‘Greenland females. Their bo-
dies are not painted, which may probably be owing to
the fcarcity of materials for that purpofe; all the colouts
which they brought for fale being in very fmall quan-
tities. Coptain Cock obferves, upon the whole, that in
no country he had feen favages who take more pains
sthan thefe do to ornament, or rather to disfigure, their
perions, A

Their canoes are of two forts, the one! Targe and
open, the other fmall and covered, The larger re-
femble, in their conftruction, the great or woman's
boat of Greenland, with no ether difference than in the
form of the head and {teen, pagticularly of the former,
which is fomewhat like that of the head, The framing
confifts of flender picces of wood; and the outfide. is
compofed of the fkins of feals, or rather fea animals,
ftretched over the wood., The fmaller canoes are
made of the fame form and materials with thofe of the
Efquimaux and Greenlanders, and curved on the fore
part like the head of a violin,

Many of their fpears are headed with iron, and their
arrows are generally pointed with bone. Their larger
darts are thrown by means of a piece of wood about 2
foot long, with a fmall groove in the middle, which re~
ceives the dart: at the gomm iy hole for the recep-
tion of one finger, which enables them to grafp the
piece of wood much firmer, and to throw with greater
force. For defenfive armour they have a fort of jacket,
or coat of mail, formed of laths, fattened together with
finews, which renders it very flexible, though it is fo
clofe as not to admit a dart or arrow, It ferves only o
cover the trunk of the body, and may not improperly
be compared to the {tays of women,

Our voyagers had not an.opportunity of fecing any
of the habitations of thefe people, as none of them
dwelc in the bay where our fhips anchored, or where
any of them landed. With refpeét to their domeftic
utenfils, they brought, in their canoes, fome round and
oval wooden dithes, ruther fhallow ; and athers of a

cylindrical
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cylindrical form, confiderably deeper. The fides cons
filted of one piece, bent round, after the manner of
our chip boxes, but thick, and neady faftened with
thongs; the bottoms Being fixed in with finall pegs of
wood. Others were fomewhat fmaller, and of a more
elegant figure, not unlike a large oval butter-boat,
without any handle, but fhallower. Thefc were com-
pofed of a piece of wood, or fome horny fubftance, and
were fometimes neatly carvedi They had a number
of little fquare bags; made of the fame gut with their
exterior frocks, curioufly adorned with very fmall. red
feathers interwoven with it, in which were contained
feveral very fine finews;, and bundles of fmall cord,
made out of them, plaited with extraordinary ingenuity.
They likewife brought fome wooden models of their
canoes, chequered bafkets, wrought fo clofcly as tw
hold water, and a confiderable number of fmall images,
of the length of four or five inches, either of wood; or
ftuffed, which were covered with a piece of fur, and
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embellithed with quill feathers, with hair fixed on their |

heads. Our people could rot determine whether thefe
were intended merely as children’s tys, or were held
in veneration, as reprefenting their deceafed friends
and relations, and applied to fome fuperititious pur-
pofe. They have many inftruments formed of two or
three hoops, or concentrical pieces of wood, having a
crofs-bar fixed in the middle, by which they are held.
To thefe they fix a number of dricd barnacle-(hells,
with threads, which, when fhaken, produce a loud
noife, and thus ferve the purpofe of a ratle. This
contrivance is probably a fubftitute for the rattling
bird at King George's Sound.

It is uncertain with what tools their wooden utenfils,
frames of canoes, &c. are made, the only one ob-
ferved among them being a kind of ftone adze, fome-
what refembling thofe of Otahcice; and other illands in
the Pacific Ocean. They have a great quantity of
iron knives, fome of which are rather curved, others
ftraight, and fome very fmall ones, fixed+in longith han-
dles, with the blades bent upwards, They have allo
knives of another fort, fometimes almoft two feet in
length, fhaped, in a great meafure, like a dagger,
with a ridge towards the middle. They wear thele in
theaths of fkins, hung by a thong round their necks,
under their robe or frock. It is probable that they ufe
them only as weapons, and that their other knives are
applied to different purpofes.

Upon the whole, confidering the uncivilized (taté of
the natives of this found, their northerly firuation amidit
a country almoft continually covered with fnow, and
the comparatively wretched materials they have to
work with, it appears that, with refpet to their fkill
and invention, in all manual operations, they are at
Jeaft equal to any other people.

The food they were {r:n to eat was the fleth of fome
animal, either roafted or broiled, and dried fith. Some
of the former, that was purchafed, had the appearance
of bear’s fleth, They likewife eat a larger fort of fern-
yoot, either baked, or drefled in fome other method.
Some of our people oblerved them eat freely of a fub-
ftance which they imagined was the interior part of the

ine bark, Their drink, in all probability, is water;

, in their canoes, they brought fnow in wooden vef-
fels, which they {wallowed by mouthfuls. Their man-
ner of eating is decent and cleanly, for they conftantly
took care to remove any dirt that might adhere to their
food; and though they would fometimes eat the raw
fat of fome fea animal, they did not fail to cut it care-
fully into mouthfuls, Their perfons were, to appear-
ance, always clean, and their utenfils, in general, were
kcc:lin excellent order, as were alfo their boats,

ith refpe to the language of the inhabitants of
this found, it appeared to our people difficult to be
underftood, ps owing to the various fignifications
which their words bear 5n?or they feemed frequently to
ufe the fame word on very different occafions; though
it was the opinion of the fpectilative part of our people,
», that if dug had a.longer intercourfe with = them,
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this might probably have proved to be a miftake on
their part.

SECTION IIL

Beafts, Birds, Fifh, Vegetables, and Melals, of Prince
William’s Sound. Comjellures whence the Natives

procure Beads.and Iron,

OUR voyagers could derive no other knowledge of
the animals of this part of the world, than what
they obtained from the fkins that were brought by the
natives for fale. Thefe ‘were chiefly of bears, common
and pine martins, fea-otters, feals, racoons, finail
ermines, foxes, and the whitith cat or lynx. - Among
thefe various fkins the moft common were thofe of ra-
coons, martins, and fea-otters, which conftituted the
ordinary drefs of thefe people. The fkins of feals and
bears were allo pretty common; and the former were,
in general; white, beaurifully {ported with black, or
fometimes Gmply white; and many of the bears here
were of a dark brown hue.

Here is the white bear, of whofe fkins the na-
tives brought feveral pieces, and fome complete fkins
of cubs, here is alfo the woolverine, or quickhatch,
whofe fkin has very bright colours; and a larger fpecies
of ermine than the common one, varied with brown,
and having fcarcely any black on its tail. The fkin of
the head of fome very large animal was likéwife brought
to our people, but they could not pofitively decide
what it was; though, from the colour and fhagginefs
of the hair, and its not refembling any land animal,
they conjectured that it might be that of the male ur-
fine feal, or fea-bear, One of the moft beautiful {kins

that came tinder their obfervadon was that of a fmail
animal, near a foot in length, of a brown colour on
the back, with a number of obfcure whitith 1;Pccks,

the fides being of a bluith ath colour, with a few of
thefe fpecks. The tail is about a- third part of the
length of the body; and is covered with whitifh hair.
This animal is the fame with thae called by Mr, Sth-
lin, in his account of the New Northern Archipelago;
the fpotted field-moufe. But whether it was really of
the moufé kind, or the fquirrel, could not be deter-
mined for want of an entire fkin.

Of birds found here were the halcyor, or king’s
filher, the fhag, the white headed eagle, and the hum-
ming bird, which often flew about the fhips as they
lay at anchor, The water fowl feen were black fea-
pies, geefe, a fmall fort of ducks, fhipes, groufe,
plovers, &c. &c. There is a fpecies of the diver pe-
culiar to the place, and of the fize of a partridge.

The chief filh brought by the natives for fale were
totfk and halibut; and our people caught fome fcul-
pins about the fhip, with ftar-fith of a purplith hue,
that had fixteen or eighteen rays. The rocks were al-
moft deftitute of fhell- Gfh; and the only other animal
of this tribe obferved, was a reddifh crab, covered with
very large fpines.

ew vegetables of any kind were feen. The trees
that chiefly grew about this found were the Canadian
and fpruce pine, fome of which were of a confiderable
fize.

The metals feen here were iron and copper, both of
which, but more particularly the former, were in fuch
abundance, as to form the points of numbers of their
lances and arrows. The ores which they made ufe of
to paint themfelves with, were a brittle, unctuous, red
ochre, or iron ore; a pigment of a bright blue, and
black lead. Each of thefe feemed to be very fcarce
among them. Copper thefe people, perhaps procure
by their own means, or, at moft, it paffes to them
through few hands; for when our people offered any
of it by way of barter, they ufed to exprefs its being in
fufficient plenty among them by pointing to their
weapons, as if they meant to intimate, thac, as they
had o much for ther own, there was no occafion for
increaling tchc(l:r ftock. Y
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If, however, the natives of this inlet are furnifhed
with European Commodities by means of thein terme-
diate traffic to the eallern coalt, it is rather remarkable
that they hould never, in return, have fupplied the
more infand Indians with fome of their. fea-otter fkins,
which would undoubtedly have appeared, at fome time
or other, in the environs of Hudfon’s Bay.

The natives of this place mult doubtlefs have receiv-
ed from fome more civilized nation the beads and iron
found among them. Our voyagers were almolt cer-
tain that they were the firft Europeans with whom they
had ever had a dire¢t communication ; and it remained
to be determined from what quarter they had procured
hefe manufactures by intermediate conveyance. It is
than probable that they had obtained thefe arti-
cles vh the intervention of the more inland tribesy
either n the ferdements abouc Hudfon’s ‘Bay, or
thofe on the lakes of Canada; unlefs the I'up[yr)ﬁtion
can be admicted that the Ruffians, from Kamichatka,
have already extended their traffic to this diftance; or
that the natives of their molt eafterly iflands carry on
an intercourfe along the coaft with the inhabitants of
Prince William's Sound. .

There.are two pailages into the inlet that leads to
Prince William's Sound, feparated from each other by
an ifland that extends 18 leagues in the dire&ion of
fouth-weft and north-eaflt, to which Captain Cook gave
the appellation of Montague Iand.

In this channel are feveral iflands. Thofe fituate in
the entrance next the open fea are elevated and rocky.
T hofe that are within are low ; and as they were totally
free from fnow, and covered with wood and verdure,
they were denominated Green Iflands.

ptain Cosk was purfuing His voyage, fecing the
appcarance of a fhoal, he came to anchor. . Two ca-
noes, with a man in each, then came off to the ‘Ihip.
It colt them fome labour to paddle acrofs the firong
tide; and they hefitated a litcle before they dared ven-
ture to approach. One of them was very loquacious,
but to no purpofe, for the Europeans could-not under-
fland a fyllable he faid. While kg as talking, he
kept continually pointing to the thore, which was fup-
poled to be an invitation for our people to go thither.
( » Cook made them a prefent of a few trifles, which
he conveyed to them from the quarter gallery. Thefe
people ftrongly refembled thofe feen in Prince William's
Sound, both in drefs and perfon. Their canoes were
alfo conftruéted in the fame manner. One of thefe vi-
fitors feemed to have no beard, and his face was painted
of a jet black: the other, who was older, was not
painted, but he had a large beard, and a countenance
like the common fort of people in the fourd. Smoak
was fcen upon the flac weftern fhore, whence it was in-
ferred, that thofe lower fpots were the only places in-

habited.

COOK'S RIVER.

¢ f and Country adyacent ; with an Account t/
Manners, Cufloms, Language,&c. of the Natives.

C_\PTA\I\‘ COOK obferved, in his progrefs on this
coaft, that the water, till he*arrived at a certain
fpot, inthe latitude of 60 deg. 8 min. retaiffed an equal
degree of faltnefs, bothat high and low water, but here
the markd of a river evidently appeared. - Having an-
thored under a point of land, the water which was taken

was much more frefh than any our people had taft-
ed, whence they concluded that they were in a large
river, and not in a ftrait, which had a communication
w' h the northern feas. Having proceeded thus far,
they were anxious to have ftronger proofs, and therefore
weighed with the flood, and drove up with the tide,
having but jittde wind.

I'he tde is very confiderable in this river, and
greatly aflifts to facilitate the navigation of it. In the
ftrcam it is high water between two and three o’clock,
on the days of the new and full moon; and the tide rifes
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“ between three and four fathoms. The mouth of the
river being in a corner of the coalt, the occan forces
the flood into it, by both fhores, which fwells the tde
to a greater height than at other parts of this coaft.

As the fhips were under fail, they were: attende d by
many of the natives, in one large canoe, and feveral
fmall ones. The latter had only one perfon on board
each of them; and fome of the paddles had a blade at
each end. Men, women, and children, were contain-
ed in the large canoes. At fome diftance from the fhip
they exhibited, onalong pole, a kind of leathern frock,
which our people interpreted to be a fign of their peace-
able intentions. ‘They conveyed this frock into the fhip,
as an acknowledgement for fome trifles which Caaprain
Cook had given them.

The perfons, drefs, and canoes of thefe people, re-
fembled thofe of Prince William’s Sound, except that
the fmall canoes were not fo large as thofe of the found,
and carried only one man.

Our people bartered with them for fome of their fur
drefles, made of the fkins of animals, ‘particularly
thofe of fea-otters, martins, and hares, They alfo
had a few of their darts, and a fupply of falmon and
halibue, for which they gave fome old clothes, beads,
and pieces of iron, in exchange,

The patives were already poffefled of large iron
knives, and glafs beads of a fky-blue colour, fuch as
were feen among the inhabitants of Prince William’s
Sound. The latter, as well as thofe which they re-
ceived from our people, they feemed to value highly,
B_ut they were particularly earneft in afking for ld'vc';c
pieces of iron, to which they gave the name of goone ;
though with them, as well as with their neighbours in
the {ound, one word feemed to have many fignifica-
tions, Their language is certainly the fame. The
words oonaka, kecta, and nahema, and a few others,
which were frequently ufed in Prince William's Sound,
were alfo commonly ufed by this new tribe, After
paffing about two hours between the two fhips, they
retired to the weftern fhore.

Our people obferved that, at the loweft ebb, the
water at and near the furface of the river, was perfectly
frefh; though it retained a confiderable degree of falt-
nefs, if taken deeper than a foot below it.  There were
not only this, but many other convincing proofs of its
being a river, fuch as thick muddy water, low fhores,
trees and rubbith of various kinds floating backwards
and forwards with the tide. Captain Cook finding, from
divers obfervations, that all the low land which he at
firft imagined to be an ifland, was one continued track,
from the great river to the foot of the mountains, ter-
minating at the fouth entrance of the eaftern branch,
he denominated that branch the river Turnagain.

_ Captain Cook obferves, that the time fpent in the
difcovery of this great river [called afterwards, by the
direétion of Lord Sandwich, Cook’s River| oughi not
to be regretted, if it fhould hereafter prove sufeful to
the prefent, or any future age. But the deldy
cafioned, was an effential lofs r voyagers, who'
an object of greater magnitu .n view. The feallt
was far advanced; and it was now evident thit the
continent of North America extended much farther to
the weft than they had reafon to expe from the moft
approved charts. Captain Cook, however, had the fa
lnsln:t;un to ftﬂc(}. that if he had not examined this
very large nver, fpeculative fabricators of geograp
would have VL'H{'JTJL] to affert, that it had a ?ex:%n;ltlu?ly
cation with the fea to the north, or with Hudfon’s or
Baffin's Bay to the ealt; and it would probably have
been marked, on future maps of the world, with muck
appearance of precifion.

.l.l(‘lI!L‘ll.ln( King was fent with two armed boats
v}'uh orders from Captain Cook to land on the I7)u1l1»c.xlt'
fide of the river, where he was to difplay the flag, and
in his Majefty’s name, to take |)(Jll(‘1|:i:l’] of the Euun(r\:
and the river.  He was allo ordered to bury a bottle in
the earth, containing fome Englith coin of 1772, and
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Licutenant King having executed his orders returned
on board, and gave information to Captain Cook of the
particular incidents which had occurred on fhore. He
faid, that on his approach to the fhore, he faw 18 or
20 of the natives with their arms extended ; an attitude,
he fuppofed, meant to fignify their peaceable difpofi-
tion, and to convince him they were without weapons.
Secing the officer and his attendants land, and obferv-
ing mufkets in their hands, they were alarmed, and
requefted (by expreflive figns) that they would lay them
down. This was immediately complied with, and then
our party were permitted to walk up to them, when
they appeared to be very fociable and chearful.

The natives had feveral dogs with them, and a few
pieces of frefh falmon, A gentleman of our party pur-
chafed one of the dogs, and, taking it towards the boat,
immediately fhot it dead. At this the natives feemed
exceedingly furprized; and not thinking themiclves
fafe in fuch company, walked away: buc it prefently
appeared, that they had concealed their fpears and
other weapons in the bufhes clofe behind them. The
ground, according to Mr. King's account, was fwampy,
and the foil poor and light. Ir, however, produced
fome pines, alders, birch, and willows; fome rofe and
currant buthes, and a lictle grafs; but there was not a
plant in flower to be feen.

The fhips having weighed, ftood to tg weftward,
and there anchoring, were vifited by feveral of the na-
tives, in canoes, who bartered their fkins, and after-
wards parted with their garments, many of them re-
turning perfectly naked. Among others they brought
a great quantity of the fkins of white rabbits and red
foxes, but only two or three of thofe of fea-otters, Our
people alfo purchafed fome pieces of halibut and falmon.
They gave iron the preference to every thing offered
them in exchange.

The lip ornaments were lefs in fathion among them
than at Prince William’s Sound ; but thofe which pafs
through the nofe were more frequent, and, in general,
confiderably longer. They had, likewife, more em-
broidered work on their garments, quiver, knife-cafes,
and many other articles.

Plying down the river, and caflting anchor about
two miles below a fpot called by Captain Cook the Bluff
Point, the fhips were again vifited by many of the na-
tives, who attended them all the morning ; and, indeed,
their company was highly exceptable, as they brought
with them a quantity of fine falmon, which they ex-
changed for fome trifles. Several hundred weight of
it was procured for the two fhips, and the greateit part
of it fplit, and ready for drying.

The mountains now, for the firft time after the fhips
entered the river, were free from clouds, and a volcano
was perceived in one of thofe on the weftern fide. Its
latitude is 60 deg. 23 min. and it is the firft high moun-
tain north of ‘St. Auguftin. The volcano is near the
fummit, and on that past of the mountain next the river.
It emits a white fmoke, but no fire,

Captain Cook remarks, that all the people feen in this
river had a ftriking refemblance, in every particular,
td thofe who inhabit Prince William's Sound.

The points of their fpears and knives are made of
iron: fome of the former, indeed, are made of copper.
Their fpears refemble the Britith fpontoons; and their
knives, for which they have theaths, are of a confidera-
ble length., Lxceptthele, and a few glafs beads, every
thing feen amongft them was of their own manufatture.

Conje@ures have been formed from whence they-de-
rive their foreign articles. It cannot' be fuppofed,
however, that the Ruffians have been amongft them,
for they would not then have been fren cloathed in
fuch valuable fkins as thofe of the fea-otter,

A very beneficial fur trade might certainly be car-
ried on with the natives of this vaft coaft; but, with-
out a northern paffage, it is too remote for Great Bri-
‘tin o be befefitted by fuch commerce, It fhould,
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and the date of the difcovery. \Q}FM where our
speople Janded was named Point Pofleffion.

however, be obferved, that almoft the only valuable
fkins on this weft fide of North America, are thofe of
the fea-otter. Their other fkins were of a fuperior
quality ; and it fhould be further obferved, that the
greater part of the fkins which were purchafed of them
were made up into garments.  Some of them, indeed,
were in pretty good condition ; others old and ragged ;
and all of them extremely loufy. Bur as fkins are ufed
by thefe people only for cloathing themfelves, they,
perhaps, are not at the trouble of drefling more of them
than they reqiive for this purpofe. This is probably
the chief caufe of their killing the animals, for they
principally receive their fupply of food from the feas
and rivers.  But if they Were once habituated to a con-
ftant trade with foreigners, fuch an intercourfe would
increafe their wants, by acquainting them with new
luxuries; to be enabled to purchafe which, they would
become more afliduous in procuring fkins; a plentiful
fupply of which might doubtlefs be obtained in this
country.

.5 L8 N D %

T. Hermogenes lies in latitude §8 deg. 15 min,

north; and longitude 207 deg. 24 min. It is

about fix leagues in circumference, and one of a clulter
of iflands that are barren and uninhabited.

Trintty IsLanp, The greateft extent of thisifland,
according to Captain Cook’s account, is about fix leagues
in the direttion of eaft and weft. It has naked, cle-
vated land at each end, and is low towards the middle.
Its latitude is 56 deg. 36 min. north; longitude 20§
deg. It is diftant about three leagues from the conti-
nent, between which rocks and iflands are interfperfed.
There feems neverthelefs, @ be a good paflage, and
fafe anchorage.

Focay Istaxp lies in latitude §6 deg. 10 min. and
longitude 202 deg. 45 min. and is nine miles in cir-
cumference. Captain Cook obferves that it is fo named
in the chart, and thinks it reafonable to fuppofe, that

it is the ifland on which Beering, a famous Ruffian na- Ay
| vigdtor, had beftowed the fame appeliation.

TueScuumacins Istanps. This clufter of‘iﬂ;mls
begin in the longitude of 200 deg. 1§ min. eaft, and
extend about two degrees to the weftward, They are,
in general, high, barren, and rugged, exhibiting very
romantic appearances, and abounding with rocks and
cliffs. They have feveral bays and coves about them,
and fome fre(h water ftreams defcend from their elevated
parts; but the land is not emibellithed with a fingle tree
or bufh. The largeft of the group is called Kodiak,
and lies-in §5 deg. 18 min. north.

Havisut Istanp, fo called from its abounding with
the filh of that name, is feven leagues in circumference,
and, except the head, is low and barren. Several
fmall iflands are near it, between which and the main
'there appears to be a paffage of the breadth of two or
three leggues,

Our pavigators were kept at fuch a diftance from the
contingnt by the rocks and breakers, that they had a
very diftant view of the coaft between Halibut Ifland
and Rock Point. They could, however, perceive the
main land covered with fhow, and particularly fome
hills, whofe elevated tops towered above the clouds to
a molt ftupendous height, On the moft fouth-wefterly
of thefe hills was feen a volcano, which perpetually
threw up.immenfe columns of fmoke. The volcano
is at no great diftance from the coaft, and is in the lati-
tude of 54 deg. 48 min, north. Its figure is a complete
one, and the volcano is at the fummit of it. Our
voyagers obferved, that, remarkable as it may appear,
the wind, at the height to which the fmoke of the vol-
cano rofe, often moved in an oppofite direction to
what it did at fea, even in a freth gale, :

Capiain
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Captain Cook takes occafion to obferve, that it was
evident, from divers circumftances, that the R.umans
had fome communication with the people of this fpot,
and particularly from the following.  While our people
were fithing they were vifited by a man in a fmall ca-
noe, who came from the large ifland. He had on a
pair of green cloth breeches, and a jacket of black
cloth under the frock of his own country. He had
with him a grey fox fkin and fome fifhing implements ;
alfo a bladder, in which was fuppofed to be cil, as he
opened it, drank a mouthful, and then clofed it vp.
tures refembled thofe of the natives of Prince
Sound, but ke was perfeétly free from any
. His lip had been perforated in an ob-
lique dire@ion, though at that time he had not any or-
nament in it. Many of the words frequently ufed by
the pgople of the Sound were rr;‘,entfd to him, 'hut he
did not appear to underftand any of them, owing, as
it was i 1ed, either to his ignorance of the dialeét,
or the er us pronunciation of our people.

From Halibut 1fland the fhips proceeded in various
dire&ions, but moftly to the fouthward, till at length
land prefented itfelf in every dire@tion. That to the
fouth extended in a ridge of mountains to the fouth-
welt, which our voyagers afterwards found to be an
ifland called

B0 WA L A S B E K

SECTLION L

Interview with the Natives,

Perfons, Difeafés, Difpofitions,

Food. Habitations, Me-

thod of pr . Furwiture, ,/"/lfv. Tools,

Canses, Implements for Fifhing and Hunting, Mu-
fical Infiruments, '

T is remarked by Captain Ceok, from obfervations
I he made upon his firft arrival at the Ifland of Oo-
nalafhka, that though fuch of the natives as came off
to the fhips, and engaged in a lictle traffic with the
crews, fecmed remarkably, fhy, it was evident that
they were not unacquainited with veflels refembling, in
fome degree, thofe in which our voyagers failed. He
adds, that their behaviour difcovered a politenels pe
never obferved before in rude and unculavated nations.

On coming to anchor our people were vifited by fe-
veral of the natives in feparate canoes, They bar-
tered fome filhing implements for tobacco. A young
man among them overfet his canoe- while he was along
fide of one of our boats, He was caught hold of by
one of our people,- but the canogwas-taken up by an-
other, and carried afhore. In confequence of this
accident the youth was obliged to come into the fhip,
where he was invited into the cabin, and readily ac-
cepted the invitation, without any fuprize or embar-
rallfment.  He had on an upper garment, refembling
a flirt, made of the gut of a whale, or fome other
large fea animal. Under this hé had another of the
fame form, made of the fkids of birds with the fea-
thers on, curioufly fewed togeéther; the feathered fide
placed next his fkin. It was patched with feveral
pieces of filk ftuff, and his’ cap was ornamented with
glafs beads.

His clothes being wet he was furnifhed by our failors
with fome of their own, which he put on with as much
readinefs as they could have done. From the beha-
viour of this youth, and that of feveral others, it evi-
denitly appeared, that thefe people were no ftrangers
to Europcans, and to many of their cuftoms. Some-
thing in the fhips, However, greatly excited their cu-
ridfity; for, fuch as had not canoes to bring them off
affembled on the neighbouring hills to have a view of
them.

Soon after a number of the natives of both fexes
were feen on the fhore, feated on the grafs, artaking
og ﬁl meal of raw filh, which they feemed ﬂighly to
relifh,

A NEW, ROYAL anp AUTHENTIC SYSTEM or UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY,

The fhips afterwards left their former ftation, and
came to anchor in the harbour called by the natives
Sanganoodha. It is firvated on the north fide of Oo-
nalafhka, the laticude being 53 deg. 15 min. the lon-
gitude 193 deg. 30 min, and in the ftrait which fepa-
rates this ifland from thofe to the north, Itis about a
mile broad at the entrance, and runs in about four
miles fouth by weft. It narrows towards the head, the
breadth there not exceeding a quarter of a mile. Plenty
of good water may be procured here, but not a piece
of wood of any kind,

The natives when they came on board brought with
them dried falmon and other fifh, which the failors re-
ceived in exchange for tobacco. Obly a few days be-
fore every ounce of tobacco that remained in the fhip
had been diftributed among them, and the quantity
was not half fufficient to anfwer their demands. Not-
withftanding this, fo thoughtlefs and improvident a
being is an Englifh failor, that they were as profufe in
making their bargains as if they had arrived at a port
in Virginia; by which means, in lefs than two days,
the value of this commodity was raifed on board above
a thoufand per cent.

The men of Oonalafhka are in general of the mid-
dling ftature,  Their faces are broad, their eyes fimall,
their nofes moftly flat, their mouths wide, and their
lips thick; their teeth are uneven, and often difcos
loured, Their hair is black, and rather long behind,
but cut before fo as to reach nearly to their eye-lids.
The women are generally thorter than the' men, and
their features more agreeable. They wear their hair
on their foreheads in the fame manner as the men.

The Ruffians that were here at this time neyer had
any conne&tion with their women on account of their
not being Chriftians, Our people, however, were lefs
ferupulous; and fome of them had reafon to repent
that the women of Qonalafthka encouraged their ad-
drefles ; for their health was injured by a diftemper
that is not wholly unknown here, The natives are alfo
fubje& to the cancer, or a complaint of a fimilar na«
ture, which thofe who are attacked by it are ftudious to
conceal. They do not appear to be long-lived. A The
Captain did not fee a perfon, man or woman, whom
he could fuppofe to be fixty years of age; and obferved
very few who feemed to exceed fifty.

The native inhabitants of this ifland are, to all ap-
pearance, a very peaceable, inoffenfive race of people :
they are exceeding cheerful and friendly among each
other, and always treated the Europeans with great ci<’
vility. In point of honefty Captain Cook obferved,
they might ferve as a pattern to the moft civilized na-
tions. But, from what he faw of their neighbours,
with whom the Ruffians are unconne@ed, he had fome
doubt whether this was their original difpofition : and
was rather inclined to be of opinion, that it is the con+
fequence of their prefent ftate of fubjeltion, Indeed,
if he did not mifunderftand the Ruffians, they had
been under the neceflity of making fome fevere ex-
amples before they could bring the iflanders into tole-
rable order. If feverities were really inflicted at firft,
the beft excufe for them is, that they have produced
the moft beneficial effe@s: at prefent the greateft hare
mony fubfifts between the Ruffians and the natives,
The latter have their own chief§ in each ifland, and
feem to enjoy liberty and property without moleftation.
Whether they are tributanies to the Ruffians or not he
could never learn, but had fome reafon to fuppofe
they are. (J
__The drefs of the women is a frock of 2 fkins of
feals ornamented with a kind of hufk or .. ‘il encirc-
ling the upper part of the garment, and thénce hang-
ing down to the waift. They have the fame ornament
round the fhoulders, They adorn their under lips with
flips of narrow carved bone, wear ftrings of beads at
the nofe, as well as bunches of beads in their ears.
They punéture their cheeks fometimes with one, and
fometimes with two lines: thefe lines extend from the
middle part of the cheeks to the ears, They decorate
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their chins in the fame form. The praltice of punc-
turing or tattowing is confined to the female fex, who
are not allowed to adopt it till they attain to a certain
age. Their caps are of an oval form and compoled of
{kin, feathers and hair, the whole of which are inter-
woven with fingular ingenuity.

The drefs of the men is a frock compofed of the
fkins of birds ingeniouly wrought together, with the
feather fide inwards.  Their beft drefs is painted before
and behind juft below the fhoulders and breaft; and to
the feams which go over the fhoulders are faftened rows
of fur. They alfo wear fur upon other parts of the
garment, the rows being about eight inches diftant from
each other. Over thefe frocks, when they go on the
water, they wear an additional covering compofed of
gut, which water cannot penetrate. It has a hood to
it which is drawn over the head. They have a kind
of oval fnouted cap made of wood, with a rim that ad-
mits the head. They dye their caps with green and
other colours, and round the upper part of the rim
they fix the long briltles of fome fea animal, on which
glafs beads are ftrung; and on the front is a fimall
image or two formed of bone.

The drefs, in. its general appearance, excepting the
embellifhments of the fur, bears a great refemblance
to a waggoner’s frock.

Various are the employments of the women, fuch as
aflifting in drying filh in the fummer, cutting grafs in
autumn for the different purpofes of making thatch,
bafkets, mats.and other utenfils, as well as gathering
berries and roots.

All fewing bufinefs is confined to the women. They
are the fhoe-makers, taylors, and boat-builders, or
boat-coverers ; for the men conftruét the wooden frame
over which the fkins are fewed,, They manufacture
mats, and bafkets of grafs, which are both ftrong and
beauwtiful. ‘There is, indeed, a neatnefs and perfeétion
in moft of their work, that thews they are neither defi-
cient in ingenuity or perfeverance, Inllead of thread
they ufe the fibres of finews, which they fplit to the
thicknefs required. Their needles being made of bone
and without eyes renders the European needles a valu-
able article of traffic.. They manufaéture mats and
bafkets, and indeed difplay a neatnefs and perfection in
moft of their works.

The men are employed in fommer in catching and
drying fifh, killing whales for the winter ftock of pro-
vifion, making and repairing canoes, and alfo in do-
meflic matters. They converted the greateft part of
the tobacca they received by way of barter into fnuff,
The method was to reduce the tobacco into powder by
rubbing it in a fmall wooden bowl with a ftick, to the
upper end of which they faftened feveral ftones to ren-
der it heavy. When fufficiently pulverized, it paffed
through a fine fieve, and thus ended the procefs.

Their food confifts of whales’ flefh, fith, birds, roots
and*berries.,  As the whales are generally taken at the
approach of fummer, they have time to dry the fleth
antl prepare the blubber, which are Erincipal parts of
their winter provifion. With the blubber they eat the
dried halibut. This feems in fome meafure, to fupply the
want of bread. Sometimes they dip it in train oil, of
which they are very fond. They likewife eat the dryed
whales’ flefh with oil. They are not nice in cleaning
their fith, and frequently eat them raw. Boiling and
broiling were the chief. methods of cookery practifed
among them. Some had fmall brals kettles, and fome
a fubflitute made of 4 flat ftone with fides of clay.

Captain Cook once happened to be prefent when the
chief of this ifland made his dinner of the raw head of
a large halibut, juft caught. Before any part of it was
given to the chief, two of his fervants ate the gills,
with no other drefling than fqueezing out the flime.
After this one of them having cut off the head of the
fith took it to the fea and wa(%cd it, then came with it,
and feated himfelf by the chief; but not before he had
pulled up fome grafs, upon a part of which the head
was placed, and the reft was ftrewed before the chief.
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He then cut large pieces off the cheeks, and put them
within the reach of the chief, who fwallowed them with
great fatisfattion. When he had finifhed his meal the
remainder of the head being cut in pieces were given to
the fervants, who tore off the meat with their teeth, and
gnawed the bones like fo many dogs.

They drefs whales’ flefh in fuch a m3nner s to make
it very good eating; and they have a kind of pan-
pudding of falmon roe, beaten up fine, and fried,
which is a tolerable fubftitute for bread. They may,
perhaps occafionally, tafte real bread, or have a dith
in‘which flour is one of the ingredients. Except the
Juice of berries, which they generally fip at their meals,
they drink no other liquor than pure water.

Berries compofe a principal part of their food. They .
cat them with train oil, which they think adds much to
their flavour.  Of roots the Saranne is the moft agree-
able eating: when boiled it becomes mealy, and re-
fembles a potatoe.

The following is their method of building: they
dig in the ground an oblong pit, which rarely exceeds
fifty feet in length, and twenty in breadth; but the di-
menfions are in general fmaller. Over this excavation
they form the roof of wood, which they cover firft
with grafs, and then with carth, fo that the external
appearance refembles a dung-hill. Near each end of
the roof is left a fquare opening, which admits the
light; one of thefe openings being intended only for
this purpofe, and the other being alfo ufed to go in.and
out by, with the affiftance of a ladder, or rather a poft,
in which fteps are cut. In fome of the houfes there is
another entrance below, but this is rather uncommon.
Round the fides and ends of the habitations, the fami-
lies, feveral of which dwell together, have their fe-
parate apartments, where they fleep, angd fit at work ;
not on benches, but in a fort of concave trench, dog
entirely round the -infide of the houfe, and covered
with mats, (o that this part is kept pretty clean and de-
cent. The fame cannot be faid of the middle of the
houfe. For, 'though it is covered with dry grafs, it is
a recepracle for every kind of dirt, and the place where
the urine trough ftands, the ftench of which is by no
means improved by raw hides, or leather, being almoft
continually fteeped in it. Behind, and over the trench,
they place the few effects they have in their pofiefion,
fuch as their mats, fkins, and apparel.

No fire-place was feen in any one of their habitations ;
which are lighted, as well as heated, by lamps. Both
fexes often warm themfelves over one of thefe lamps
by placing it between their legs under their garments,
and ficting thus over it for feveral minuges. Thefe
people produce fire by collifion and aterityn; the firft
by ftriking two ftones’ againft each othet{ on one of
which a quantity of brimitone has been previaufly-rob-
bed. The latter method is performed by means of (wo
pieces of wood, one of which is flar, and the other is
a ftick of the length of about a foot and a half.  They
prefs the pointed end of the flick upon the other piece,
whirling it nimbly round ds a drill, and thus fire is pro-
cured in a few minutes. This method is common in
many countries, Itis notonly practifed by thefe people,
but alfo by the Kamtichadales, the Greenlanders, the
Onaheiteans, the New Hollanders, and the Brazilians,
and probably by other nations.

Their houfehold furniture confifts chiefly of* wooden
bowls, troughs and platters; cans, buckets, and fome-
times a Ruffian kettle or pot. Though thefe utenf(ils
are made in a neat Mfanner, no other tools were fecn
among them than the knife and the hatchet, that is, a
fmall piece of flat iron made like an adze, by fixing it
into a crooked wooden handle.

The canoes in ufe among the natives are fmaller than
any of thofe feen upon the coaft -of America, from
which, however, they, differ but little in their con-
ftrution. The head is forked, and the upper point of
the fork projects without the under one, which is level
with the furface of the water. It is remarkable that
they thould thus conftru& them, for the fork generally
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catches hold of every thing that comes in the way; to
prevent which, they fix a piece of fmall ftick f(om one
point to the other. In other refpects they build their
canoes after the manner of thofe of the Efquimaux and
Greenlanders; the frame being of flender laths, and
the covering of the fkins of feals. They are about 12
feet in length, 18 inches in breadth in the middie, and
12 or 14 inches in depth. They fometimes carry two
perfons, one of whom fits in the feat, or round hole,
which is nearly in the middle, and the other at about
three feet diftance. Round thefe holes is a rim or hoop
of wood, about which gut fkin is fewed, w!xich can be
drawn together, or opened like a purfe, with leathern
ftrings fitted to the outer edge. The men fit in this
place, draw the fkin right about their bodies over tl}:

ut-frock, and bring the ends of the thongs, or purfe-
%rings, over their fhouvlders. The fleeves of tbcnr
frocks are faftened tight round their wrilts; and it being
clofe round their nccﬁs, and the hood being drawn over
the head where the cap confines ir, water cannot pene-
trate, either into the ¢ 20 the body. In their
fingle canoes they make ufe'@f adouble-bladed paddle,
which is held with both hand$ in the middle, ftriking
the water firflt on one fide, and then on the other, with
aquick regular motion. Thus the canoe is impelled at
a great rate, and in a direction perfely ftraight. In fail-
ing from Egooghfhak to Sanganoodha, though the fhip
went at the rate of feven miles an hour, two or three
canoes kept pace with her.

Their implements for fithing and hunting are well
contrived and executed, being of wood and bone, and,
in fome refpeéts, refembling thofe ufed by the Green-
landers. The main difference is in the point of the
miffile dart, of which fome were feen on this ifland
not above an inch in length, whereas fome of thofe of
the Greenlanders are about fourteen inches long. Their
darts (which as well as their other inftruments, are
curious) are generally made of fir, and are about four
feet in length. One end is formed of bone, into which,
by means of a focket, another fmall picce of bone,
which is barbed, is fixed, but contrived in fuch a
manner, as to put in and take out without trouble.
This is fecured in the middle of the ftick by a ftrong,
though thin, piece of twine, compofed of finews. The
bird, fith, or other animal, is no fooner ftruck, than
the pointed bone flips out of the focket, but remains
fixed in its body by means of the barb. The dart then
ferves as a float to trace the animal, and alfo contributes
to fatigue it confiderably, fo that it is eafily taken.
They throw thefe darts by the afiiftance of a thin piece
of wood, twelve or fourteen inches long. The middle
of this is Nlightly hoﬂowckfnr the better reception of
the weapon; and at the “termination of ‘the hollow,
which does not extend to the end, is fixed a fhort point-
ed piece of bone, to prevent the dart from fipping.
The other extremity is furnithed with a hole for the re-
ception of the fore-finger; and the fides are made to
coincide with the other fingers and thumb, in order to
gralp with the greater firmnefs. The natives throw
thefe darts to the diftance of 80 or go yards, with great
force and dexterity. They are exceedingly expert in
ftriking fith, both in the fea, and in rivers. They alfo
ufe hooks and lines, nets and wears, The lines are
formed of twifted finews, and the hooks of bone.

The only mufical inftrument feen here (if it deferves
the name) was a kind of drum, like that of the Tfchut-
fchi. It had only one head, compofed of a part of the
gut of a whale, ftrained very tight over a frame. But
notwithftanding the diftinguithed fimplicity of this in-
ftrument, they greatly admire it, and it furnifhes them
not only with amufement, when individuals invite each
other to their houfes, but it alfo highly contributes to
the entertainment of the company at all public affem-
blies.

No offenfive, or even defenfive, weapon was feen
among the natives, of which, it was naturally fuppofed,
they had been deprived by the Ruffians, for their own
fatety.
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SECTION IL

Defeription of the Country, . Pegetables. Quadrupeds.
Birds. Sea Animals, Fifh. Repofitoriesof the Dead.
Intercourfe with the Ruffians. Infor mation received from
them, Conclufive Remarks.

HIS ifland abounds in hills, fome of which are

very high, ‘The low land, of which there is but
litle, is very marfhy, owing to the waters that are per-
petually flowing from the hills. The foil on the tops
of the hills is about two feet deep, under which there
is a layer of fmall ftones. The fides of the hills are
rich; and the marfhy low ground a fine, deep, black
foil.

As the excurfions and obfervations of our voyagers
were confined to the fea-coalt, they had not an oppor-
tunity of obtaining an extenfive or particular knowledge
of the animal or vegetable produttions of the country.
Among the plants found here are the plantain, marth-
marigold, violet, faxifrage, forrel, dock, geranium,
dandelion, colc's-foot, faranne, wild cellery, a kind of
crefles, and a fpecies of mulftard, all of which afforded

.our people excellent fallads, and were very agreeable

in foups. There are berries of different fpecies, as
cran-berries, hurtle-berries, bramble-berries, heéath-
berries, &c. There was a berry here unknown to the
naturalifts : it had fomewhat of the talte of a floe, but
differed from it in every other refpect. When eaten in
any confiderable quantity, it proved very aftringent.
Brandy might be diftilled from it. Captain Cook en-
deavoured to preferve fome, but they fermented, and
became as ftrong as if they had been fteeped in fpirits.
The low Jand is generally covered with a long coarfe
grals,

The natives are indebted to the fea for all the wood
which they ufe for building and other neceflary pur-
poles; as there is not a tree o be feen growing on the
ifland, or upon the neighbouring coaft of the continent.

The feeds of plants have been conveyed, by various
means, from one part of the world to another; even to
iflands lying in the midt of extenfive oceans, and far
diftant from any other lands. It is, therefore, re-
markable, that there are no trees growing on this part
of the American continent, or upon any of the adjacent
ifles. They are doubdlefs as well fituated for receiving
feeds, by the various ways of conveyance, as thofe
coafts which have plenty of wood. Nature has, per-
haps, denied to fome foils the power of raifing trees,
without the affiftance of art. With refpet to the drift-
wood upon the fhores of thefe iflands, there is no doubt
of its coming from America. For though there may
be none on the neighbouring coaft, a fufficient quantity
may grow farther up the country, which may be broke
loofe by torrents in the fpring, and brought down t the
fea; and not a little may be conveyed from the woody
coafts, though fituated at a more confiderable diftance,

The quadrupeds feen here were the artic fox, and a
fpecies of marmotte without ears, and having a fhore
tail, The natives call them anump-cho. Here are no
deer, or any domeftic animals, not even dogs.

Water fowls are neither found here in fuch numbers,
or in fuch variety, as in the northern parts of the At-

lantic Ocean. - However, there are fome in thefe parts *

that the naturalifts did not recolle to have feen in
other countries, particularly the alca monochroa of Steller,
and a black and white duck, which they judged to be
different from the ftone-duck that Krafcheninikoff has
defcribed in his Hiftory of Kamtfchacka, Al the other
birds mentioned by this author were feen, except fome
which were obferved near the ice ; and the greateft part
of thefe, if not all, have been deferibed by Martin, in
his voyage to Greenland, . Captain Cook obferves, it is
fomewhat extraotdinary, that penguins, which are. fo
frequently met with in many parts of the world, ' fhould
not be found in this fea. Albatroffes are extremely
fcarce too. The land birds feen were the bull-finch,
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the wood-pecker, the yellow-finch, titmoufe, fwallow,
+ and wren.

Seals, and the tribe of fea animals, are not fo nume-
rous in this as in many other feas, Sea-horfes are, in-
deed, to be found in prodigious numbers about the ice;
and the fea-otter is fcarce any where to be met with but
in thisfea. An animal was fometimes feen by our peo-

le thar blew after the manner of whales, It had a
Ecmi refembling that of a feal. It was larger than that
animal, and its colour was white, with dark fpots inter-
fperfed. This was, perhaps the manati, or fea-cow.

The filh that moft abound here are falmon, rock-

Quadrupeds.
ies of the Dead.

i received from

of which are
th there is but
 that are per-

on the tops

+ which there cod, trout, and halibut, About the middle, and to
" the hills are the end, of O&tober, the inhabitants catch cod. W hales,
y deep, black porpoiles, and grampules, are likewife taken here.

T here are few other infeéts here befides mufketos,
and few reptiles, except lizards,

Native {ulphur was obferved amongthe people of
this ifland, but our people could not learn where they
procured it. They alfo found ochre, and a ftone that
affords a purple colour; befides another that gives a
good green.. This lat, in its natural ftate, 1s of a

reyith green hue, coarfe, and heavy. It readily dif-
lves in oil; but when it is put into water, it altoge-

our voyagers
10t an oppor-
lar knowledge
" the country.
ntain, marth-
¢, geranium,
ry, a kind of
rhich afforded

rery agreeable ther lofes its properties. The ftones about the fhore
nt fpecies, as and hills wete in no inftance remarkable.

srries, heath- The Oonalafhkans inter their dead on the tops of
known to the hills, and raife over the grave a little hillock. One of
»f a floe, but the natives, who attended Caplain Cook in a walk into
Vhen eaten in the country, pointed out feveral of thefe repofitories of

thedead. There was one of them by the fide of a road,
that had a heap of ftones over it; and all who paffed
it added a ftone to the heap. In the country were feen
feveral ftone hillocks, that feemed to have been artifi-
cially raifed. Some of them were to appearance, of
great antiquity.

Qur céuntrymen could derive no knowledge refpeét-
ing either the religion or diverfions of thefe people,
having feen nothing that could give them an infight into
cither,

An extraordinary incident brought on an intercourfe
between our officers and the Ruffians refident at Oona-
Jathka. Captain Cook received, by the hands of a na-
tive a few days after he came to anchor in Sanganood-
ha Bay, a very fingular prefent. It was a rye loaf, or
rather a pie in the form of a loaf, as it enclofed fome
falmon, well feafoned with pepper. This man had
brought a fimilar prefent for Captain Clerke, and a note
for each of the captains, written in a charatter which
they did not underftand. It was natural to imagine thac
thefe two prefents were from fome Ruffians then in the
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s neighbpurhood; "and therefore the captains fent, by the
;,l:h:(:ed‘::t fame meffenger, to thefe unknown g?nds, a few bot-
cient quanti y tles of rum, wine, and porter, which they fu pofed
may be bmkz would be highly acceptable. Captain Cook alfo fent
“ down'th the with the native the corporal of the marines, an intelli-
m the woody gent man, for the purpofe of gaining farther informa-

tion, with orders, that if he met with any Ruffians, he
fhould endeavour to make them underftand, that the
trangers were Englithmen, the friends and allies of their
nation.

The corporal returned with three Rufian feamen, or
furriers, who, with feveral others, refided at Egooch-
fhac, where they had fome ftore-houfes, a dwelling-
houfe, and a floop of about thirty tons burthen. One
of thefe Ruffians was cither mafter or mate of this
veflel. They were all three intelligent, well-behaved
men, and extremely ready to give our people all the
information they could defire. : o

They appeared to have a perfe&t knowledge of the at-
tempts which' their countrymen ‘had made to navigate
the Frozen Ocean, and of the difcoveries that had been
made from Kamtfchatka, by Beering, Tfcherikoff,
and Spangenberg. Never was greater refpedt paid to
the memory of any eminent perfon, than by thefé men
to that of Beering. |

The trade in whiich they are engaged is very advan-
tageous, and its being undertaken and extended to the
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caftward of Kamtfchatka was the immediate refult of
the fecond voyage of that diftinguithed navigator,
whofe misfortunes proved the fource of much private
benefit to individuals, and of public utility to the Ruf-
fian empire. And yer, if his diftreffes had not acciden-
tally carried him to the ifland which bears his name,
where he ended his life, and from whence the remainder
of his fhip’s crew brought back fpecimens of its valua-
ble furs, the Ruffians would probably have undertaken
no future voyages, which could lead them to make dif-
coveries in this fea, tpwards the American coaft, In-
deed after this time, their miniftry feem to have paid
lefs attention- to this object; and for what difcoveries
have been fince made, the world is principally indebted
to the enterprizing fpirit of private merchants, en-
couraged, however, -by the fuperintending care of the
court of Peterfburgh.

The three Ruffians departed perfe&ly fatisfied with
the receptiori'théy had met with, and promgfed to re-
turn in a few days, and bring with them a chart of the
iflands fitvate between Kamtichatka and Oonalafhka.

While Captain Cook was at a village not far from
Sanganhoodha, a Ruffian landed there, who proved to
be the principal perfon among his countrymen in this
and the adjacent ifles. His pame was Erafim Grego--
rioff Sin Ifmyloff. 'When he came on board the Refo-
lution, Captain Cook found him very well acquainted
with the geography of thofe parts, and with all the dif-
coveries which had been made in this quarter by the
Ruffians.

Not only Ifmyloff, butalfo the other Ruffians affirm -
ed that they were totally unacquainted with the Ameri-
can continent to the northward, and that no Ruffian
had feen it of late years. They called it by the fame
name which Mr. Stachlin has erroncoufly affixed to his
large ifland, that is, Alafchka.

The Ruffians, as our people were informed, have
of the North American contihent that lies cont gug::
to OonalathKa and the adjacent iflands, but have con-
ftantly been repulled by the inhabitants, whom they re-
prefented as a very treacherous people. They made
mention of two or three captains, or chief men, who
had been murdered by them; and fome of the Ruffians
fhewed wounds, which they declared they had received
there, They glfo informed our people, that, in the
year 1773, an expedition had been undertaken-into the
Frozen Ocean in ledges, over the ice, to three large
iflands, that are fitate oppofite the mouth of the river
Kovyma. '

A few days after their promife, the three- Ruffian
whom the corporal had brought, returned with the
charts before-mentioned. Thefe charts were two in
number, were both manufcripts, and bore every mark
of authenticity. One of them comprehended the Pen-
fhinfkian Sea; the coaft of Tartary, as low as the lad-
tude of 41 deg. north; the Kurile Iflands, and the
peninfula of Kamtfchatka, The other chart compre-
hended all the difcoveries that the Ruffians had made
to the eaftward of Kamtfchatka towards America,

The laticude of the coalt difcovered by Beering and
Tfcherikoff, particularly that part of it difcovered by
the lawer, differs confiderably from Mr, Muller’s

“chart. :

According to lfmylofPs account, neither the num-
ber or fituation of the iflands which are difperfed be-
tween 32 deg. and §5 deg. of latitude, in the fpace be-
tween Kamtichatka and America, is properly afcer-
tained. He ftruck out a third of them, IE:nng Capt.
Cook that they did not exift; and he confiderably altered
the fitation of others, which, he faid, was neceffary
from the obfervations which he himfelf had made; and
there was no reafon to entértain a doubt about this. As
thefe iflands are nearly under the fame parallel, different
navigators, mifled by their different reckonings, might
eafily miftake one ifland, ‘or clufter of iflands, for ano-
ther, and imagine they had made a new difcovery,
when they had only found old enes, ia'a pofition fomh:

what
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what different from that which their former vifitors had

. affigned to them.

y '%‘hc Ifles of St. Theodore, St. Stephen, St. .}\bm-
ham, St. Macarius, Seduction I0land, and' feveral
others which are reprefented ‘in Mr. Muller’s chart,
were not to be found in this now produced. Nay, If-
myloff, and the 6ther Ruffians, affured Caplain Cook,
that they had been frequently fought for without effect.
Neverthelefs, it is difficult to believe that Mr. Mu!lcr
could place them in his chagt without fome authority.
Captain Cook, however, confiding in the teftimony of
thefe people, whom he thought competent witnefles,
omitted them in his chart, and made hnch. correﬂu_\ns
refpe@ing the other iflands, as he had reaflon to think
were neceffary.

The American continent is here called, by th_c Ruf-
fians, as well as by the iflanders, Alafchka; which ap-
pellation, though it properly belongs only to that part
which is contiguous to an ifland called Ooncemak, is
made"ufe of by them when fpeaking of th¢ American
continent in general.

This was all the intelligence Captain Cook got from
thefe people refpecting the geography of this par of the
globe ; and, perhaps, all the information they were able
to give. For they repeatedly affured him, that they
knew of no other iflands befides thofe which were re-
prefented upon this chart, and that no Ruffian had ever
vifited any part of the American continent to the north-
ward, except that which is oppofite the country of the
Tfchutfki. ]

Having contratted an acquaintance with thefe Ruf-

fians, our officers vifited their fetdement on the ifland.
It confifted of a dwelling-houfe and two ftore houfes.
Befides the Ruffians, there was a number of the Kamtf-
chadales, and of the Oonalafhkans, as fervants to the
former. Some other natives of this ifland, who' ap-
peared to be indcﬁcndcnt of the Ruffians, lived at the
fame place. Such of them as belonged to the Ruffians
were all of the male fex; and ghey are either taken, or
purchafed, fromr their parents when young. There
were at this time about twenty of thefe, who could be
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NOOTKA, or KING GEORGE's SOUND.
SECTION L

Difcovery. Firft Interview with the Natives, Curious
Ceremonies previous to their coming on b ard. Trade
flablifhed. ~ Articlesof Traffic. European Trade en-
groffed by the Natives of fuperior power.

APTAIN COOK, in his laft voyage, being in
the latitude of 3o deg. north, obferves, that tho’
it was then the winter feafon the people on, board only
began to feel a fenfation of cold in the mornings cnd
evenings, and he makes this remark as a proof of the
equal and durable influence of the heat of the fun ac
all times to 30 degrees on each fide the equinoctial line,
When they reached the latitude of 49 deg. 29 min.
north, numbers of lofty mountains prefeated them-
felves to view, the fummits of which were covered with
fnow. The vallies between them and the land towards
the coaft were covered with tall ftraight trees that ap-
seared like a valt foreft. Between two Points, called
y Captain Cook, Point Breakers and Woody Point, a
large Bay is formed, which he called Hope Bay, hoping,
as he faid, to find in it a good harbour, and the cvent
proved he was not miftaken.

As foon as they approached an inlet to the north-
caft cornet of the bay, they perceived the coaft to be
ifhabited ; and three canoes came off to the fhip, in
one of which were two men, in another i, and in the
otherten. Advancing pretty near, a perfon ftood up
in gne of the two laft, and fpoke for a confiderable
time, inviting our people, as they fuppofedby his gef-
tures, to go athore; and, at the fame time continued
ftrewing (garhcr\ towards them. Some of his compa-
nions alfo threw a red powder in the fame manner,

T'he perfon whé was the orator on this occalien was
cloathed with the fkin of fome animal, and held fome-
thing in each hand which rattled as he fhook it. At

confidered in no other light than as children. They
all refided in the fame houle; the Ruffians at the upper
end, the Kamtfchadales in the middle, and the Qona-
lafhkans at the lower end,

Captain Cook, at the clofe of his account of this ifland,
remarks, that though the refemblance of the inhabi-
tants of his north-weftern fide of America, to thofe of
the Efquimaux and Greenlanders, in various particu-

“Tats of perfon, drefs, weapons, canoes, and the like,
could not but mrai%‘: attention, he was much lefs
ftruck with this, thapAvith the affinity fubfifting between
the diale@ts of the’ Greenlanders of Efquimaux, and
thofe of Oonalafhka. He obferves, that, with refpect
to the words which were collected by our people on this
fide of America, too much ftrefs is not to be laid upon
their being accurately géprefented ; for.after the death
of Mr. Anderfon, theére were few who took any great
degree of pains abat fuch matters; and they had often
found that the fame word, written down by two or more
perfons, from the mouth of the fame native, differed
confiderably, on being compared together. Neverthe-
lefs he affirms, there is enough to 'authorize this judge-
ment, that there is great reafon to fuppofe that all thefe
nations are of the fame extrattion; and if that be the
cafe, thereis a litcle doubt of there being a northern
communication by fea, between the weftern fide of
America, and the eaftern fide, through Baffin’s Bay;
which communication, however, is, perhaps, effectu-
ally fhut up againft fhips, by ice and other obftruétions ;
fuch, at leaft, was Captain Cook’s-opinion,

Having thus defcribed every particular ebfervation
made by Captain Coot relative to the ifland of Oona
lafhka, together with the manners, cuftoms, and fin-
gular ceremonies of the inhabitants, we fhall now pro-
ceed to his acceunt of Nootka, or King George’s
Sound, which he vifited in his laft vu)‘n;:;r, and of

which he gives the following account :

2 ¢

length, grown weary with his repeated exhortations, of
\S\.ich they could not comprehend a word, he became
quict; and the others, in their turn, had fomething to
fay ; but their {peeches were neither fo long, or fo ve-
hement as that of the other. The hair of two or
three of thefe people was {trewed over with fmall white
feathers; and that of others with large ones, ftuck into
different parts.

The tumultvous noife having ceafed, they lay at a
fmall diftance from the fhip, converfing together~with
much eafe and compofure, without fhewing the leaft
diftrult or furprize. Some of them rofe occafionally,
and faid fomething aloud, after the manner of their
fift harangues; and one, in particular, fung a moft
agreeable air, accompanied with a degree of melody
and foftnefs; the word bacla bcing frequently repeated
as the burden of the fong.

When the fhips came clofer to the fhore, the canoes
began to vifit them in great numbers, there being, at
one time, no lefs than 32 of them about them, con-
ra;ning from three to feven or eight perfons each, and
of both fexes,  Several of thefe alfo ftood up and fpake
aloud, ufing the fame geftures as the firft vifitors. One
canoe particularly attratted obfervation, by a peculiar
head, which had a bird's eye, and an enormous large
beak, painted onit. The perfon who was in it, and
who appeared t@be a chicf, was equally remarkable
for his fingular appearance, having a large quantity of
feathers hanging from his head), and being painted or
fmeared in a vory extraordinary manner. In his hand
he had a carved bird of wood, of the fize of -a pigeon,
with which he often rattled, and was equally vocife-
rous in his hdrangue, which was accompanied with
many expreflive geftures. Thougl thefe vifitors were
fo peaceable, that they could not be fufpeéted of any
| hoftile intention, not any of them could be prevailed

upon to come on board. They were ready, however,
to part with any thing they had, and reccived whatever
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was offered them in exchange, but were mote folicious
after iron than all of our other articles.of commerce,
appearing to be no ftrangers to the ufe of that valuable
metal.

Some ceremonies took place among thefe¢ people
previous to their coming on board. They paddled,
with_their utmoft ftrength and activity, round both the
fhips; ‘a chief, all this time, ftanding up with a fpear
in Eis hand, and fpeaking, or rather E.xw ing, moft vo-
ciferoufly. The fag ofs this orator was fometimes co-
vered with a mafk, reprefenting either a human coun-
tenance, or that of fome other animal; and, inftead of
a fpear, he had a kind of ractle in his hand. Having
made this ceremonious circuit round the fhip, they would
come along-fide, and then beiin to traffic with our
people.  Frequently, indeed, they would firft enter-
tain them with a fong, in which their whole company
joined, and produced a very agreeable harmony.

When the fhips came to anchor they were furrounded
by canoes filled with the inhabitants, a reciprocal trade
was commenced, and conduted with the {tricteft har-
mony and integrity on both fides. Their articles of
commerce were the fkins of various animals, fuch as
bears, fea-otters, wolves, foxes, deer, racoons, mar-
tins, and pole-cats. They alfo produced garments
ma(:;: of fkubu‘;k .:fd another kind ing, fabrica-
ted from the a tree, or a plant refembling hemp.
Befides thefe articles, they hadpll::m, arrows, fpears,
fith-hooks, various kinds of inftruments, wooden vizors
reprefenting horrid figures, a fort of woollen ftuff,
carved work, beads, and red ochre; alfo feveral lictle
ornaments of thin brafs and iron, refembling a horfe-
fhoe, which they wore pendant at their nofes. They
had likewife feveral picces of iron fixed to handles,
fomewhat refcmblinﬁlc iffels. From their being in pof-

fcflion of thefe metals, it was natural for our people to

infer, that they mult eicher have been vifited before by |

peopie of fome civilized nation, or had connetions
with thofe on their own continent, who had fome com-
munication with them,

But the moft extraordinary articles which they of-
fered to fale were human fkulls and hands, with fome
of the flefh remaining on them, which they acknow-
ledged they'had been feeding on; and fome of them,
indeed;”bore evident marks of their having been upon
f¢ fire. From this circumftance it was 00 ap-
parent, that the horrid cuftom of devouring their ene-
mies is praftifed here as much as at New-Zealand,- and
other Sough Sea iflands. There is too much reafon,
from their bringing to fale human fkulls and bones, to
infer, that they treac their enemies with a d of
sbrutal cruelty; yet this circumfance rather marks a ge-
neral agreement of charafter with that of almoft every
tribe of uncivilized men, in every age, and in every
part of the globe. For the various articles they brought,
they received in exchange, knives, chifiels, nails,
looking-glaffes, buttons, pieces of iron and tin, or any
kind of metal. They had .not much inclination for
glafs beads, and rejected every kind of cloth.

Such of the natives as vifited our people daily, were
the moft beneficial to them; for, after difpoling of their
trifles, they employed themfelves in fithing, and they
always pertook of what they caught. They alfo pro-
cured for them a confiderable cLu;mity of ani-
mal oil, which they brought in bladders. Some, in-
deed, artempted to chear, by mixing water with the
oil; and, once or twice, they fo farimpofed upon them,
as to fill their bladders with water only. But it was
better to wink ar thele impofitions, than fuffer them to
produce a quarrel; for the European articles of traffic
chicfy conlifted of trifles, and it was found difficul to

riduce a conflant fupply even of thefe. . Beads, and
iuch hke toys, of which fome were remaining, were
not highly eftimated. Metal was principally commanded
by the natives; and brafs had now fupplanted iron, be-
ing flought afrer with fuch cagcmcE,,that before the
fhips lefc the found, hardly a bit of it was te be found
in them, except that conftituted a part of the neceffary
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inftruments. Suits of cloaths were ftripped of !%

buttons, bureaus of their furniture, kettles, cannift
and candlefticks; all went to rack; fo that they p
cured a greater variety of things than any other nation
our people had vifited.

A party of ft rs, in feven or cight canoes, came
into the cove, and, after looking at the ftrangers for
fome time, retired. It was apprehended that their old
friends, ‘who, at this time, were more numerous about
the fhips than the new vifitors, would not fuffer them
to have any dealings with our people. - It was evident,
indeed, that the principal natives engroffed them entire-
ly to themfelves; and that they carried on a traffic with
zorj't;ilant tribes in thofe :rticle; they had received;

r quently difa ed for four or five days to-
gether, and returned 351"&:{&. cargoes of curiofities
and fkins, which our people were fo paffionately fond
of, thar they always came to a good market. Our
gopk were convinced of this on many other occafions.

ay, even among thofe who lived in the found, the
weaker were often obliged to fubmit to che ftronger
party, and were plundered of every thing, without even
attempting to make any refiftance,

SECTION 1L

Vifits from and to the Natives of the different Parts of the
Sound, and Inflances of their Civihty. Treatment re-
ceived from an inbofpitable Chicf. Groundlefs Appreben- -
Jions of an Attack.  Ingurions Thefts. Claims of the
Natives for the Produce of the Country.

HE natives were not difcouraged, by fome bad
weather that happened, from making our people
daily vifits; and, infthcnr ficvation, fuch vifits were ver;}
acceptable. They frequently brought them a fupply o
fith, when they wcrtrequnablc to cuagt:h any with Ephook
and line; and they had not a convenient place to draw
a net. The fith they brought were fmall cod, and a
fmall kind of bream, or fardine.

The officers received a vifit, in the evening, from a
tribe of natives not feen before, and who, in general,
made a better appearance than their oldfriends.  They
were conduéted into the cabbin, but thete was not an
obje that en, their attenion: all hovelties were
looked on with indifference, except by a very few, who
fhewed a certain d of curiofity.

When the moft important bufinefs of the fhip was
finithed, Captain Cook fet out to furvey the found, and
going firft to the weft point, he difcovered a large vil-
lage, and, before it, a very harbour, with from
nine to four fathom water. The inhabitants, who were
numerous, received him wich great courtefy, every one

him to enter his apartment; for feveral fami-
ies have habitations under.the fame roof. He politely
accepted the invitations; and the hofpirable friends
whom he vifited teftified every mark of civility and

refpeét.

o\fx&du Cook, proceeding up the weft-fide of the
found, for near three miles, faw feveraliflands, fo fitua-
ted as to form fome convenient harbours.

Proceeding fome diftance farther he found the ruins of a
Vﬂhﬁ The framings of the houfes remained ftanding,
but the boards or roofs were taken away. Behind this
deferted village was a fmall plain, covered with large
pine trees. This was, indeed, fingular, as moft of
the clevatell ground on this fide of the found appeared
rather naketl. .

On the eaft-fide of the found the Captain found what
he had before imagined, that it was an ifland under
which the fhips lay, and that many fmaller ones lay
feattered on the it. Upon the main land,
oppofite the nort the ifland, he obferved a vil-

” d there; but he was not fo politely re-
ceived by the inhabitants, as by thofe of the other wil.
lage he had vificed, T his cold mc}xion wutar
by one furly chief, who would not fuffer the t©
enter their but followed him whercver he went,

making
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making expreffive figns that he was impatient for him
to be gone. The Captain atempted, bn; in vain, 10
footh him with prefents; for though he did not refufe
them, he continued the fame kind of h\-h.l\'wur.. ; But
notwithftanding this treatment from the inhofpitable
chief, fome of the young women expeditioully appa-
ralled themfelves in their beft, affembledin a body, and
gave him a hearty welcome to the village, by joining in
an agreeable fong. Evening now drawing on, the
Caprain proceeded for, the (hips round the north end of
the ifland. When he returned on board, he was in-
formed that, in his abfence, fome ftrangers, in two or
three large canoes, had made a vific to the fhips, from
whom our people underftood by figns, that they had
come from the fouth-eaft. They brought with them
feveral garments,. fkins, and other articles, which they
bartered for fome of ours. But the moft remarkable
circumftance was, that two filver table-fpoons were
purchafed of them by our people, which appeared to
be of Spanifh manufacture. They were worn round the
neck uI}‘onc of thefe vifitors by way of ornament.

The day following a party of the natives from the
fouthward advanced towards the fhips, all tanding up
in their canoes, and began to fing. Some of their fongs
were {low and folemn, and in which they were joined
by the whole body : others were in quicker time, and
their notes were regularly accompanied by the métions
of their hands, their paddles beating in concert on the
fides of the canoes; and they, at the fame fime, exhis
bited the moft expreflive geftures. They remained
filent, for a few feconds, after the conclufion of each
fong, and then began again, frequently pronouncing
the word hooee-as a kind of chorus,

Having thussfitvoured our people with a [pecimen of

2 3 . s :
chéir " Hillic, with which they were highly cntertained
for half an hour, they came nearer the fhips, and bar

terer with them. They now perceived that fome of

their old friends from the found were among them,
who managed for the {trangers in the traffic carried on
l)('(\Vft’n 'nh(‘l“ .l”\i our i'f\‘}‘l\‘.

Soon after our people had occalion for a very ferious
alarm. The party who were employed on fhore, in cut-
ting wood and filing water, obferved that the natives,
in all:quarters, were arming themfclves in the beft man
ner they were able; and that thofe who had not pro-
per weapons, were colle¢ting fticks and ftones. Hearing
this, they thought.it neceflary to arm alfo, but refolved
to at wpon the defenfive only, Captain Onok ordered
all the workmen to repair to the rock on which the ob-
fervatories had been placed, leaving the fuy pofed ene-
my in pofleflion of the ground where they had affem-
bled, which was within about 100 yards of the Refolu-
tion's l_lun. I'he danger, however, was only imagi-
nary: for thefe hoftile preparations were directed againft
a body of their own countrymen, who were advancing
to attack themj and when they perceived the apprehen-
fions of our people, they excrred their beft endeavours
to convince them that chis was really the cafe, People
were gbferved looking out on both fides of the cove,
and canoes were frequently difpatched between sthem
and the ‘main body. The adverfe party, on board
abouta d

en large canoes, ar length ‘drew up in line

of battle, off the fouth point of the cove, a negociation
for the reftoration of peace having been commenced.
In conduéting the treaty, feveral people in canoes
pafled between the two parties, and fome debates en
lued,, At lenpch the macter in difpute appeared o be
adjufted; but the frangers were nat permitied to ap-
proa h the {1 ps, or t have any intercourle or dealings

with our P(‘U; i1c.
Our people were doubt, the occafion of the
.I‘::nﬂ, the b rhaps, iuml‘nt[ on having a
f (ha tages of @rade with them,

45 ('ngrur\ them entirely

le meant
l; for they
ed the 3 cd with them with
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Our people found, after a fhort intercourie with.
natives, that they were as much addiCted to theft as
any they had meg with during the voyage; and having
fharp inftruments in their pofieffion, they could ealily
cut a hook from a tackle, or a piece of iron from a rope.
Befides other articles, they lolt feveral hooks in this
manner, one of which weighed between twenty and
thirty pounds, ~ They ftripped the bn:_us of :l‘“ the iron
that was worth taking away, lhough fome of the crew
were always lefc in them asa guard,  They were, in-
deed, fo dextrous in effecting their purpofes, that one
fellow would contrive to amule our people at one end
of the boar, while another was forcing off the iron-work
at the other. 1 any article that had been ftolen was im-
mediately miffed, the thief was ealily detected, as they
were fond of impeaching .cach other. But the prize
was always reluCtantly given up by the guilty perfon;
and fometimes compulfive means were obliged to be
exercifed for that purpofe.

Thefe vifitors being gone, the Captgins Cook and
Clerk went with two boats to the village at the welt
point, where Captain Cook had been two days before,
and had oblenged that plenty of grafs was to be had
near it; and it Was necefiary to get a fupply of this tor
the few remaining goats and fheep which are ftill on
board. They experienced the fame welcome reception
that the Caprain had met with before; and foon after
théy were afhore, Captain Cook ordered fome of his
people to begin cutting, not imagining that the patives
would object to their furnithing themielves with what
could not be of any ule to them, though éffentially ne-
ceffary for the Evropeans. <In this, howevel, he was
miltaken; for as foon as the men began gut the
grals, fome of the inhabitants would not permic them
to proceed, faying, © makgok,” which fignified thac
they muft buy it firt.  The Caprain, at this time, was
in one of the houfes, but, hearing of this, he repaired
immediately to the field, where he found about a dozen
claimants of different parts of the grafs that grew on
the premifes.  He treated with them for it, and having
complied with the terms of his purchafe, thoughe his
men had now full libergy to cut whatever they pleafed.
Here he was again miftaken; for he had fo liberally paid
the firlt pretended propiictors, that frefh demands were
made frdm others; fo that it almoft appeared that every
fingle blade of grals had a feparate owner; and (0 many
of them were to be fadsfied, that his pockets prefently
became empty. When they were, however, convinced
that he had nothing more to give, they cealed to be
importunate, and the men were permitted 1 cut where
they pleafed, and as much as they pleafed.

Captain Cook obferyes, that he never met with any
uncivilized pation, or tribe, who poffeffed fuch &rift
notions of their having an exclulive property in the pro-
duce of their country, as the, inhabitants of this {buad.
They even wanted our people to pay for the wood and
water that was carned On bfmr\{. Had the Caprain
been prefent when thele demands were made, he would
doubtlels have complied with them; but the workmen
thought differently, and paid Jittle or no attention
fuch claims, The natives, thioking they were deter-
mined to pay nothing, at length ceafed to apply. But
they frequently took occafion to remind them, that they
had given the wood and water out (l,fncn\].}.;i,,
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Perfons, Diefs; Difpofition, and - Lang age. Political
and Religrwous Inflitutions of the Natives., Number
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HE natives of this found are low in flature, but
: _their p ns aré not proportionably flender, be
ing vivally pretry plump, thovgh not muieular, Th
loft fleihinets, however, feems never to fwell into cor
[ ficey :mi .I,x.' 1y of old 1, el le are very lean.
Mot of them have round full vifages, which are fome
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NORTH

thefe the face frequently appears fallen in. quite acrofs
between the temples. “The nofe flattens at its bafe,, has
wide. noftrils, and a rounded point. . The forehead is
low; the eyes fmall, black, and languilhings -the
mouth round, the lips thick, and the teeth regular and
well fer, but not femarkable for their whitenels.

Maoy of the men have no beards at all, and others
“only a fmall thin one upon the point of the chin. This
does not arife from an original deficiency of hair on that
part, but from their plucking it out by the roots; for
thofe who do not deltroy it have not only. confiderable
beards on every part of the chin, but alfo whifkers, or
muftachiad, running from the vpper lip to the lower
jaw abliquely downwards, = Their eye-brows are allo
fcanty and narrow; but they have abundance of hair
on the head, which is ftrong, black, ftraic, and lank.
Their necks are thort; and their arms are rather clum-
fy, having nothing of beauty or elegance in their for-
mation, The limbs, in all of them, are fmall in Eropor-
tion to the other parts; befides they are crooked and
ill-formed, having proje&ing ancles, and large feer,
which are aukwardly fhaped, The latter defect feems
to be occafioned, in a great meafure, by their fitting (o
continually on their hams or knees.

Their colour cannot’ properly be afcertained, their
bodies being encrulted with paint and natinefs; though
when the paint as been carefully rubbed off, the fkin
was_little inferior in whitenefs, to that of the Euro-
peans, but of that palith calt which diltinguithes the
inhabitants of our fouthern nations. Some of them,
when young, appear rather agreeable, when compared
to the generality of the people; that period of hfe be-
ing atended with a peculiar degree of animation; but,
after a certain age, the diftin¢tion is hardly oblervable;
aremarkable famenefs charalterizes every countenance,
dulgefs and want of expreflion being vifibly pourtrayed
in every vifage. The women, in general, are of the
fame fize, colour, and form, with the, men; noris it
cafy to diftinguifh them, as they pofiefs no natural fe-
minine delicacies, Nor was there a fingle one to be
found, even among thofe who were in their prime,
who had the leaft pretenfions to beauty or comlinefs,

The ordinary drefs of both fexes is a flaxen kind of
mantle, ornamented with a narrow, ftripe of fur on the
upper edge, and fringes oa the lower edge. Pafling
under the left arm, it is tied over the right thoulder,
leaving both arms perfetly free. Sometimes the mantle
is failened round the waift by a girdle of coarfe matting,
Over this is worn'a fmall cloak of the [ame fubftance,
reaching to the waift, alfo fringed at the bottom. They
wear a cap like atruncated cone, ora flower-por, made
of a very fine matting, ornamented with a round knob,
or a bunch of leathern taffals; having a-ftring pafling
under the chin, to prevent its blowing off.

The above drefs is common to bath fexes; and the
men often wear, over their other garments, the fkin of
fome animal, as a bear, wolf, or fea-otter, with the
air outwards: fometimes tying it before, and fome-
times behind, like a cloak. They throw a coarfe mat
about their fhoulders in rainy weather; and they have

* woollen garments, which are but lictle ufed. They ge-
nerally wear their hair hanging loofely down ; but thofe
who have not a cap tie it in a kind of bunch on the
crown of the head,

Their drefs is certainly convenient, and, were’ it

. kept clean, would not be inclegant; but as they are

continually rubbing their bodies over with a red pdint,
mixed with - oil, their garments. become grealy, and
contralt a rancid, offenflive fmell, The-appearance of
thefe people is both wrerched and filchy, and thejr heads
and garments {warm with vermin,  So loft are they to
every idea of cleanlinefs, that our.people frequently faw
them pick them oif and cat them with the greateft com-
»ofure,
. Their bodies, it has been obferved, are always. co-
vered with red paing, but their faces are ornamented
with a variety of colours; a black, a brighter red, or
a white colour,.  The laft of thefe gives them a ghaltly
horrible appearance.

New Discoverres.]
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Many of their ears are pérforated in the lobe, where
they make a large hole, and two fmaller ones higher
up on the outer edge. In thele holes are hung bi!s:“JPf
bone,, quills faftened vpon. a lcathern thong, (hellss
bunches of taflals, or thin picces of copper, In fome
the feptum of the nofe is alfo perforated, and a picce of
cord drawn through it.

The bracelets, which they wear about their wrifts,
are bunches of white fingle beads, or thongs with taf-
fals, or a broad black horny fhining fubftance. Round
their ancles they frequently wear leathern thongs, or
the finews of animals curioufly twilted,

They have fome drelies that are ufed only on extra-
ordinary occafions, fuch as going te war, and exhibi-
ing themfelves to (trangers 1n ceremonial vilits:
Amongft thefe are the fkins of wolves or bears, tied
on like other garments, but edged with broad borders
of fur, ingenioufly ornamented with various figures.
Thefe are, occalionally. worn f{eparately, or over their
common cloathing. - The moft ufual head-drefs, on thefe
occalions, is a quantity of withe, wrapped about the
head, with large ?calhcrs, particularly thofe of cagles,
ftuck in it; or-it is entirely covered with fmall white
feathers, At the fame. time the face is varioufly painted;
the upper and lower parts being of oppolite colours,
and the (trokes having the appearance of frefh gathes:
or it is; belmeared with a kiod of fat or’tallow,” mixed
with paint, formed into a great variety of figures, fome-
what like carved work.

Sometimes the hair is feparated into fmall parcels,
and tied, at intervals, with thread; and others tie it
together behind, afier the Englith manner, and ftick
in it fome branches of the cupreffus thyoides. Thus
equipped, they have a truly favage and ridiculous ap-
pearance, which is much heightened when they affome
their .monftrous decorations, Thefe confift of great
variety of wooden mafks, applied to the. face, fore-
head, or upper part of the head.  Some of thefe vizors
refemble human faces, having hair, beards, and cye-
brows; others reprefent the heads of birds, and many
the heads of animals; fuch as deer, - wolves, porpoifes,
and others.

" Thefe reprefentations generally exceed the natural
fize, and they are frequently ftrewed with pieces of the
Joliaceoas micay which makes them glitter, and aug-
ments their deformity. Sometimes they fix large pieces
of carved work upon the hiead, projecting to a confide-
rable diftance, -and refembling the prow of a canoe,/So
much do they delight in thefe difguiles,. that, for want
of another mafk, onc of them was feen to thruft his head
into a un-kettle, which he had brought from ‘our
people.

Whether thefe extravagant mafquerade ornaments are
uled on any. religious occafion, or in any kind of diver-
fion, or whether they are calculated to intimidate by
their monftrous appearance, or as decoys when hunting
animals, is uncertain: but if travellers, in an ignorant
and credulous age, when more than marvellous things
were fuppofed to exift, had feen feveral people decorated
inthis manner, and had not approached fo near them
as to be undeceived, they would have believed, that a
race of beings exilled, partaking of the nature of man
and beaft.

Among the people of Nontka, one of the drefles
feems particularly adapted to war. It is a thick tanned
leathern mantle doubled, and appears to be the fkin of
an elk or buffalo, This is faltened on in the ordinary
mannery and.is fo contrived as to cover the bealt quite
up to the throat; part of it, at the fame time, falling
down to their heelg. This garment is fometimes very
curioufly painted; and is not only ftrong enough to re-

fit arrows, b r people underftood fram them,
even fpeass it; fo that it may be confider-
ed as their c defenlive armour. Sometimes

they wear a fort of leathern cloak, over which are rows
of the hoofs of deer placed horizontally, and covered
with quills, which, on their moving, nghke a loud rat-
ling noife.

Though
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Though thefe people cannot be viewed without a
kind of horror, when they are thus ftrangely apparelled,
ty when divefted of thefe extravagant dreffes, and

hindt in their common habit, they have no appearance
of ferocity in their countenances, but feem to be of a
quict, phlegmatic difpofition; deficient in animation
and vivacity, co render themfelves agreeable to fociety.
They are rather referved than loquacious; but their
gravity feems conftitutional, and not to arife from a
conviltion of its propriety, or to be the refulc of any
particular mode of cducation; for," in their higheft pa-
roxylms of rage, they have not heat of language, or
fignificancy of geftures, to exprefs it fufficiencly. They
appear to be docile, courteous, and good-natured;
but they are quick in refenting injuries, notwithftanding
the predominancy of their phlegm; and, like other
paffionate people, as quickly forgetting them, Thefe
fits of paffion never extended farther than the parties
immediately concerned; the fpetators never entering
into the merits of the quarrel, whether it was with any
of the Europeans, or among their own people, thewing
as much indifference as if they were wholly unacquaint-
ed with the whole tranfadtion. It was common to fee
one of them rave and fcold, while all his agication did
not in the leaft excite the attention of his men,
and when the le could not difcover the object of
his difpleafure. ey never betray thelealt fymptom
of timidity upon thefe occafions, but feem refolutely
determined to punifh the infulter. With refpet to our
people, they were under no apprehenfions about our
fuperiority; but if any difference arofe, were as anxious
to avenge the wrong, as if the caufe of quarrel had
been among themfelves.

Their other pafiions appear to lie dormant, efpe-
cially their curiofity. Few expreffed any defire or in-
clination to fee or examine things with which they were
unacquainted, and which, to a curious obferver, would
have appeared aftonithing. If they could procure the
articles they knew and wanted, they were perfetly fa-
tisfied, regarding every tfhg clfe with great indiffer-
ence. Nor did the perfons, drefs, and behaviour of
the Englith, (though fo very different from their own,)
or even the fize and conftruction of their fhips, feem to
command admiration or attention.

Their indolence may, indeed, be a principal caufe of
this. But it muft be admitted that they were not wholly
unfufceptible of the tender paffions, which is evident
from their being fond of mulfic, and that too of the tru-
ly pathetic kind.

Their eagernefs to poflefs iron, brafs, or any kind of
metal, was fo great, that, when an opportunity pre-
fented itfelf, few of them could refift the temptation to
fteal it. The Natives of the South Sea iflands, as ap-
pears in many inftances, would fteal any thing they
could find, without confidering whether it was ufeful
to them or not. The novelty of the object was a fuf-
ficient inducement for them to get poffefion of it by
any means. They were rather actuated by a childith
curiofity, than by a thievith difpofition. The inhabi-
tants of Nootka, who made free with the poperty of
our people, are intidled to no fuch apology. The ap-
pellation of thief is certainly due to them; for they knew
that what they pilfered from them might be converted
to the purpofes of private utility, and, according to
their eftimation of things, was really valuable. Lucki-
ly they fet no value upon any European articles except
the metals. Linens, and many other things, were fe-
cure from their depredations, and might fafely be left
hanging out all night afhore, without being watched,
The principle which prompted thefe people to pilfer,
would probably operate in their intercourfe with each
other. There was, indeed, reafon to be-
lieve, that ftealing is very corm them, and
frequently produced quarrels, of which our people faw
more inftances than one.

The younger part of the men are {lothful, being ge-
nerally ficting about, in fcattered companies, lnlklhg
themfelves in the fun, or wallowing in the fand upon
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the beach like fo many hogs, without any kind of co-
vering.  This difregard of decency was, however, con-
fined folely to the men. The women were always de-
cently cloathed, and behaved with great propriety,
juftly meriting all commendation for a modeft bafhful-
nefs, fo becoming their fex.

Their language is by no means harfh or difagreeable,
farther than proceeds from their uling the £ and & with
more force, or pronouncing them with lefs foftnefs,
than we do; and, upon the whole, it abounds rather
with what we may call labial and dental, tham with gut-
tual founds. The fimple founds, which our people
have not heard them ufe, and which confequently may
be reckoned rate, or wanting in their language, are
thofe reprefented by the letters a, d, £, g, r, and v.

Their method of fpeaking is very flow and diftinét.
The language has few prepofitions and conjunétions, and,
as far as could be difcovered, is deftitute of even a fin-
gle interjetion, to exprefs admiration or furprize.

With refpeét to the relation or affinity the language
of thefe people may bear to that of any others, Captain
Cook obferves, that, from the few Mexican words he
had been able to procure, there was an obvious a -
ment in the very frequent terminations of the werds in
I, d, and 2, throughout the language.

Their orations, which are made either when en-

in any altercation or difpute, or to explain their
fentiments publicly on other occalions, feem lictle more
than fhort fentences, or sather fingle ‘words, forcibly
repeated, and conftantly in one tone and degree of
ftrength, accompanied only with a fingle gefture; which
they ufe at every fentence, jerking [their whole body a
lictke forward, by bending the knees, their arms hang-
ing down by their fides at the time.

With refpeét to the political and religious inflitutions
of the inhabitants, little information ¢ be obtained.
It a red, however, that there were fuch men as
chiefs, diftinguithed by the title of Acweek, to whom
the others are, in fome degree, fubordinate, But the
authority of each of thefe great men feems to extend no
farther than to his own family, who acknowledge him
as their head. As they were not all elderly men, it is
poffible this tite may be hereditary. g

No opinion could be formed of their religion, bue
ﬁom Whl( dky CIM Klamma. Th(‘fc, Pcrhaps’ were

idols: but as the word Airveck frequently men-
tioned when they fpoke of them, Myﬁ them
to be the images of fome of their anceftors, thofe me-
mories they venerate,

A pretty exact computation of the number of inha-
bitants might be made from the canoes that vifired the
thips the fecond day after their arrival.  They confifted
of about 100, which, upon an average, contained at
leaft five Erﬁm each. But as there were very fow
women, old men, children or youths, then
them, we may reafonably fuppofe, that the number of
the inhabitants could not be lefs than four times the
number of the vifitors, being 2000 in the whole,

SECTION VI

Euﬂqmtuls,.Mam_/aﬂms. Carving, Puinting, Con-
certs, Mufical Inftruments, Weapons, Canoes, Tmple-
ments for Fifhing and Hunting, Tools, €3c,

THE chief employment of the men was fithing and
killing animals for the fuftenance of their families,
few of them being feen engaged in any bufinefs in the
houfes. The women were employed in manu i

their garments, and curing their fardines, which they
alfo carry from the canoes to their houfes, The women
alfo go in the fmall canoes, to gather mufcles and other
thell-fih. They are as dextrous as the men in the ma-
nagement of thefe canoes; and when there are men in
the canoes with them, they are paid very hittle attention
to on account of their fex, none of them offering to re-

lieve them from the labour of the paddle. No: do th
fhew them any particular refpeét on other oc: afjans, A
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Women were employed in making dreffes of bark,
and executed their bufinefs much like the inhabitants of
New Zealand. Others were employed in opening far-
dines, large fhoals of which were feen on fhore, and mea-
fured out to feveral people, who carried them home,
where they performed the operation of curing them,
which is done by fmoke-drying. They are hung upon
fmall rods, at firlt, about a foot over the fire, and then
removed higher and higher, to make room for others.
When dried, they are clofely packed in bales, and the
bales covered with mats. Thus they are preferved till
they are wanted; and they are not unpleafant food.
They alfo cure cod, and other large fith, in the fame
manner; but thefe are fometimes dried in the open air.

They difplay more ingenuity in their manufadtures
and mechanic arts, than might be expected from a peo-
ple fo uncultivated.  The flaxen and woollen garments
engage their firft care, as being the moft material of
thofe that may be clafied under the head of manufactures.
The former are fabricated from the bark of the pine-
tree, bear into a mals refembling hemp.  After being
prepared in a proper manner, it is {pread upon a ftick,
which is faftencd to two others in an erect pofition.
The manufacturer, who fits on her hams at this fimple
machine, knots it acrofs, at the diftance of about half
an inch from each other, with fmall plaited threads.
Though it cannot, by this method, be-rendered fo
clofe and firm as cloth that is woven, it is fufficiently
impervious to the air, and is likewife fofter and more
pliable.

Their woollen garments are probably manufatured
in the fame manner, though they have much the ap-

arance of a woven cloth: but the fuppofition of their
Emg wrought in a loom is deftroyed by the various
figures that are ingenioufly inferced in them; it being
very improbable that thefe people thould be able to pro-
duce fuch a complex work, except immediately by their
hands.

They are of different qualities, fome refembling our
coarfeft fort of blankets, and others pot much inferior
to our fineflt fort, and certainly both warmer and fofeer.
The wool of which they are manufaétured feems to be
produced by different animals, particularly the fox and
brown lynx. That from the lynx is the fineft, and
nearly refembles our coarfer wools in colour; but the
hair, which alfo grows upon the animal, being inter-
mixed with it, the appearance of it is fometimes differ-
ent when wrought.

The ornamental figures in thefe garments are'dif-
pofed with grear tafte, and are generally of a differ¢nt
colour, being ufually dyed either of a deep brown ér
a yellow; the latter of which, when new, equals, in
brightnefs, the beft in our carpets.

Their fondnefs for carving on all their wooden arti-
cles correfponds with their tafte in working figures
wpon their garments. Nothing is to be feen ‘without a
kind of freeze-work, or a reprefentation of fome animal
upon it; but the moft general figure is that of the hu-
man face, which is frequently cut out upon birds, and
the other monftrous things already mentioned; and
even upon their weapons of bone and ftone.  The gene-
ral defign of thele figures convey a fufficient knowledge
of the objets they are intended to reprefent.

The carving is not executed with the nicety that a
dexterous artift would beftow even upon an indifferent
defign. The fame, however, cannot be faid of many
ofz' human mafks and heads, where they thew them-
felves to be ingenious feulptors, They preferve, with
the exaltnefs, the general charaéter of their
own and finith the more minute parts with great
accuracy and neatnefs. That thefe people have a ftrong
propenfity to works of ¢his fort is obfervable in a va-
riety of particulars, Reprefentations of human figures,
birds, beafts, fith, models of their canoes, and houfe-
hold utenfils, were found among thein in very great
abundance. y
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Having mentioned their fkill in fome of the imitative
arts, fuch as working figures in their garments, and
No 44.
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engraving or carving them in wood, we may alfo add
their drawing them in colours. The whole procefs of
their whalé fithery has been reprefented, in this manner;
on the caps they wear.  This, indeed, was rudely exe-
cuted for feveral, at leaft, to fhew, that, though they
have not the knowledge of letters amongft them, they
have a notion of reprefenting actions, in alalting wayy
exclufive of recording them in their fongs and tradi-
tions. They have alfo other painted figures, which,
perhaps, have no eftablifhed fignifications, and are only
the creation of fancy or caprice. ,

The materials of which they make every thing of the
rope kind, are formed cither from thongs of fkins and
finews of animals, or from the flaxen fubftance of which
they manufacture their mantles. The finews were
fometimes fo remarkable long, thac it was hardly poffi-
ble they could have belonged to any other animal than
the whale.

Thefe people are not wholly unfufceptible of the
tender paffions, which is evident from their being fond
of mufic, and that too of the truely pathetic kind, They
keep an exaét concert in their fongs, which are often
fung by great numbers together; and with their choruffes
they ufed to entertain the Europeans.  Theif fongs are
generally flow and folemn; but their mufic is lefs con-
fined than that which is ufually found in.other rude na-
tions ; the variations being very numerous and expref-
five, and the melody powerfully foothing. Befides their
concerts, fonnets were frequently fung by fingle per-
formers, keeping time by ftriking the hand againft the
thigh. Thongh folemnity was predominant in their
mufic, they fometimes entertained us in a gay and live-
ly ftrain, and even with a degree of pleafaniry and
humouy.

The only inftruments of mufic féen among them
were a rawle aod fmall whiftle. The rattle 1s ufed
when they fing; but upoh what occafions the whiftle is
ufed was never known, unlefs it be when they aflume
the figures of particular animals, and endeavour to imi-
tate their howl or cry. Our people once faw one of
them drefled in the fkin of a wolf, wich the head cover-
in§ his own, ftriving to imitate that animal by making
a Iqueaking noife with a whiftle he had in his mouth.
The ratles are ‘generally in the fhape of a bird, w
fmall pebbles in the belly, and ‘the tail is the hangl€.
They have another fort, which refembles a ehild’s
rattle.

\T'heir weapons are bows and arrows, fpears, flings,

fhort” trunches made of bone, 2nd a fmall pick-axe,
fomewhat refembling the American tomahawk. Some

of the arrows arg pointed with iron, and others with in-

dented bone. The fpear was ufually a long point made S
of bone. The tomahawk is a ftone of the length of \
feven or eight inches; one end terminating in a poin€

and the other fixed in a wooden handle. This handle

is intended to refemble the head and neck of a human

figure; the flone being fixed in the mouth, o as to re-
prefent a tongue of great magnitude. To heightety

the refemblance, human hair is alfo fixed to it. This
weapon is called teawes/h : and they have another wea-

pon made of flone, which they call feeit, about ten or

twelve inches long, having a iquare point.

From the number of their ftones and other weapons,
it may be reafonably concluded that they frequently
engage in clofe combat: and our people had ‘very difa-
greeable ‘Ph»of.s of their wars being both frequent and
bloody, from the number of human fkulls that were
offered them for fale.

Though the ftructure of their canoes is fimple, they
appear well calculated for every vieful purpofe. The
largeft, which contain’ upwards of twenty people, are
formed of a fingle cree. The lengch of many of them is
forty feet, the breadth feven, and the depth three.
They become gradually narrower from the mildle to-
wards each end, the ftern ending perpendicularly with
@ knob at the top. The fore part firceches forwards and
upwards, and ends in a point or prow, much higher
than the fides of the canoe, which are nearly firait,

6F The
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The greateft: part of them are without any ornament :
fome have a licde carving, and are ftudded with feals
tecth on the furface.  Some alfo have a Kind of addi-
tional -prow, ufually painted with the figure of fome
amimal.  They have neither feats, or any other fuppor-
ters, on the infide, except fome fmall round fticks,
about the fize of a walking-cane, placed acrofs, about
half the depth of the canoe. They are very light, and,
on account. of their breadth and Aatnefs, fwim firmly,
without an out-rigger; of which they are all deftitue;
a remarkable diftinction between the navigation of all
the American nations and that of the fouthern parts of
the Eaft Indies, and the iflands of the Pacific Ocean.
Their paddles, which are fmall and light, refemble a
large leafin fhape, being pointed at the bottom, broad
in the middle, and gradually becoming narrower in the
fhaft, the whole length being about five feet. By cen-
ftant ufe, they have acquired great dexterity in the
management of thefe paddles; but they never make
ule of any fails,

*The cances of the larger fort are not only very fpa-
cious, but perfectly dry; fo that under fhelter of a fkin,
they are, except in rainy weather, much more com-
fortable habitations than their houfes.

Their implements for fithing and hunting, which are
ingenioufly contrived, and well made, are nets, hooks
and lines, harpoons, gigs, and an inftrument like an
oar. This laft is about 20 feet long, four or five inches
broad, and about half an inch thick. Each edge, for
about two thirds of its length, (the other third being its
handle,) is fet with fharp bone teeth, about two inches
long.  With this inftrument they attack herrings and
fardines, and fuch other fith that come in thoals. It is
ftruck into the fhoal, and the fifh are taken either upon
or between the teeth. Their hooks, which are made
of bone and wood, difplay no great ingenuity; but the
harpoon, which is ufed in finiking whales, and other
fea-animals, manifeft a great extent of. contrivance, It

_confifts of a piece of bone, formed into two barbs, in

which the oval blade of a large mufcle-fhell, and the
point of the inftyument, is fixed. Two or three fathoms
of rope is fafltened to this harpoon; and, in throwing
iz, they ufe a fhaft of about fifteen feet long, to which
the rope is faltened; to one end of which the harpoon
is fixed, fo as to leave the fhaft floating, as a buoy
upon the water, when the animal is ftruck with the
harpoon.

Their manner of catching and killing land animals
cannot be afcertained: but it i3 probable that they
thoot the fmaller forts with their arrows, and encounter
bears, wolves, and foxes, with their [pears. They have
feveral forts of nets, which are, perhaps, applied to
that purpofe; as it was cuftomary for them to throw
them over their heads, to fignify their ufe, when they
offered them for fale, Sometimes they decoy animads
by difguifing themfelves with a fkin, and running~apon
all fours, in which they are remarkably nimble. The
mafked or carved heads, as well as the driegd heads of
different animals, are ufed upon thefe occalions,

Their great dexterity in works of wood may, in fome
meafure, be afcribed to the affiftance they receive from
iron tools; for, as far as is known, they ufe no other;
at leaft, our people only faw one chiffel of bone: and
though their tools muft have been originally made of
diﬁjrr_cn( materials, it is not improbable thac many of
their improvements have been made fince they required
a knowledge of that metal, which pow is univerlally
ufed in their various wooden works,

The knife and chiffel are the principal forms thatiron
aflfumes amongft them. The chiffel conlifts of a flat
long piece, faltened into a wooden handle. A (tone
is their mallet, and a bit of fith-fkin their polither.,
Some of thefe chiffels were nine or ten inches in length,
and three or four in breadth; but they were, in gene
ral, conliderably tmaller,

Some of their knives are very large, and their blades
are crooked; the edge being on the back, or convex
party Meft of them feen were about she breadth and

.
thicknes of an iton hoop, and their fingular form marks
that they were not of European make. Probably they
are imitations of their own original inftruments ufed for
the fame purpofes.  They fharpen thefe iron tools upon
a coarle flare whetltone, and likewife keep the whole
inftrument conflantly bright.

$4EC T TO:N-V;

Habitations and Furniture. Food, and manner of
» preparing ik,

HE village, whichis fityated at the entrance of the

found, ftands on the fide of a pretty deep afcent,
extending from the beach .of the wood. The houfes
confift of three ranges or rows, placed at equal diftances
behind each other, the. front row being the largelt;
and there are a few ftraggling houfes at each end.
Thefe rows are interfected' by narrow paths, or lanes, at
irregular diftances, paffing upward; but thofe between
the houfes are conliderably broader. Though this ge-
neral difpofidion has Tome appearance of regularity,
there is none in the fingle houles; for every divifion
made by the paths may either be confidered as one or
more houfes, there being no regular feparation to dif-
tinguifh them by, either within or without. Thefe
erections con(ift of very long broad blanks, refting upon
the edges of each other, ued in different parts, with
withes of pne-bark. They have only flender polts on
the outlides, at confiderable diftances from each other,
to which they are alfo faftened ; but there are fome
larger poles within, placed aflant. The fides and ends
of thefe habitations are about feven or eight feet in
height, but the back part is fomewhat higher. The
planks, therefore, which compofe the roof, flant for-
ward, and, being loofe, may be moved at pleafure.
They may either be put clofe to exclude the rain, or fe-
parated to admic the light in fine weather,

Upon the whole, however, they are moft miferable
dwellings, and difplay very litde attention or ingenuity
in their cooftruction; for though the fide-planks are
pretty clofe to each other in fome places, they are
quite open in others, Befides, thefe habitations have
no regular doors, and can only be entered by a hole,
which the unequal length of the planks has accidentally
made, In the fides of the houfe they have alfo holes to
look out at, ferving for windows; but thefe are very
irregularly difpoled, without attending, in the leaft, to
the thape and (ize of them.

Within the habirations is frequently a view from one
end to the other of thefe ranges of building ; for though
there are fome appearances of feparations on each fide
for the accommodation of different perfons or families,
they do not intercept the fight, and generally confift of
pieces of plank, extending from the fide to the middle
of the houfe.  On the fides of each of thefe parts is a
little bench, about five or fix inches bigher than the
reft of the floor, covered with mats, whereon the family
fit and fleep.  The length of thefe benches is generally
feven or cight feet, and the bjtf:h four or five. The
fire-place, which has ncicher hearth or chimney, is in
the middle of the floor. One houle, in ;umcul;r, was
nearly feparated from the relt by a clofe partition; and
this was the moft regular building of any we had feen.
In it there were four of thefe benches, each holding a
(ingle family at the corner; but is had not any fepara-
tion by boards; and the middle of the houfe feemed to
be common to all the inhabitants,

The irregularity and confulion of their houfes is,
however, far exceeded by their naftinefs and fench.
They not only dry their filh within doors, but they alfo
gut tem there, which, together with their bones and
',’-‘ll nents, thrown upon the ground at meals, occafions
feveral heaps of filth, which are never removed ull i
becomey troublelome, (rom their bulk, to pafs over
them.  Every thing about the houfe finks of train-oil,
fith, and fmoak ; and every part of it is as filthy as can
be imagined,
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Notwithftanding all this filth and confufion, many of
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| thefe houles are decorated with images, which are no-

thing more than the truaks of large trees, of the height
of four or five feer, placed at the vpper end of the
apartment, wich a human face carved on the front, and
the hands and arms upon the fides. Thele figures are
t0o varioufly painted, and make, upon the whole, a
monftrous appearance. Thefe images are generally
called K/umma; buc the names of two particular ones,
ftanding a-breaft from each other, at the diftance of about
three or four feet, were Natchkoq and Matfecta, The
beit idea that can be formed of thef figures will be
from the reprefentation of them in the engravings,
A fort of curtain, made of mat, ufvally hung before
them, which the natives were fometimes unwilling to
remove; and when they did confent to unvail them,
they feemed to exprefs themfelves in a very myfterious
manner. [t feems probably that they fometimes make
offerings to them; for if their figns were righcly inter-
preted, they requelted our people to give fomething to
thefe images, when they drew the mats from before
them. From thefe circumftances it was natural for them
to fuppofe that they were reprefentatives of their gods,

or fome fuperfticious fymbols; and yee they were held
in no very extraordinary degree of eftimation; for,
with a (mall quantity of brafs or iron, any perfon might
have purchafed all of them in the place.

An ingenious artift, who accompanied Captain Cook
on the voyage, in drawing a view of the infide of a
Nootka houfe, wherein thefe figures were reprefented,
was interrupted from proceeding by one of the inhabi-
tants. While he was employed,-a man approached
him with alarge knife in his hand, fccn:my difpleaf-
ed, from obferving that the eyes of the artift were fixed
on two reprefentations of human figures, which were
placed at one end of the apartment, carved on planks,
of a gigantic proportion, and painted after their coftom.
As the artift took as licde notice of him as poffible,
and proceeded, the native, in order to prevent him,
provided himfelf with a mat, and placed it in fuch a
manner as to obftruct the view. As the objeét wastoo
interefling to be omitted, the artilt determined to try
the effect of a bribe. Accordingly he made an offer
of a button from his coat, which, being metal, he
thought would have pleafed him. This inftantly pro-
duced the defired effeét; for the mat was removed,” and
the artift was at liberty to proceed as before, He had
fcarcely made a beginning when the native returned,
and renewed his former praétice, continuing it till he
had parted with every fingle button; and when he
found that he had completely ftripped him, he permit-
ted him to proceed wi further obftruction,

The furniture of their houfes confifts particylarly of
chefts and boxes of various fizes, piled upon each other,
at the (ides or ends of the houfes ; n which are difpofic-
ed their garments, fkins, mafks, and other articles that
are deemed valuable. Many of them are double, or
the upper one ferves as a lid to the other. Some have
a lid faftened with thongs. Others, that are very large,
have a fquare hole cut in the upper part, for the con-
venience of putting things in, or taking them out,
They are frequendy painted black, ftudded with teeth
of animals, or rudely carved with figures of birds, &c.
as decorations. They have alfo fquare and oblong pails;
round wooden cups and bowls; wooden troughs, of
about two feet in length, out of which they cat their
food ; bags of matting, bafkets of twigs, &c.

Their implements for fithing, and other things, are
hung up, or fcattered in different parts of the houfe,
without any kind of order, making, in the whole, a

rlect feene of confufion; except on the fleeping
E:ncho, which have nothing on them but the mats,
which are of a fuperior quality to thofe they ufually have
to fit on in their boats.

The principal fith are herrings and fardings, two
fpecies, of bream, and fome fmall cod. The herrings
and fardines not only ferve to be eaten freth in their
feafon, but to be dried and fimoked as ftores. The
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herrings alfo afford them another grand refource for
food, which is a vaft quantity of roe, prepared ina very
extraordinary manner. It is ftrewed vpon fmall
branches of the Canadian pine. It is alfo prepared
upon a long fea-grafs; which is found in great plenty
upon the rocks under water. It is preferved in
bafkets or mat, and ufed occafionally, after being
dipped in water, It has no difagreeable tafte, and
ferves thefe people as a kind of winter bread.  They allo
cat the roe of fome other large fifh, that has a very
rancid fmell and tafte.

Another affential article of their food is the large
mufcle, which is found in greac abundance in the
found. After roafting them in their fhells, they are
ftuck upon long wooden fkewers, and taken off as they
are wanted to be eaten, as they require no further pre-
paration, though they are fometimes dipped in oil as a
fauce. The fmaller fhell-fith contribute to encreafe
the general flock, but cannot be confidered as a mate-
rial article. ¥

The porpoife is more common among them as food
than any of the fea animals, the flefh and rind of which
they cut into large pieces, dry them as they do her-
rings, and eat them without farther preparation. They
have alfo a very fingular manner of prcﬁlaring a fort of
broth from this animal, when in its freth ftate. They
put fome pieces of it into a wooden veflel or pail, in
which there is alfo fome water, and throw heated ftones
into it. This operation is repeatedly performed till the
contents are fuppofed to be fufficientdy ftewed. The
frefh flones are put in, and the others taken out, witha
cleft ftick, ferving as a pair of tongs, the veffel being,
for that purpofe, always placed near the fire. This is
a common difh among them, and feems to be a very
ftrong nourithing food. From thefe, and other fea
animals, they procure oil in great abundance, which
they ufe upon many occafions, mixed with other food,
as fauce, and frequently fip it alone with a kind of fcoop
made of horn.

They probably feed upon other fea animals, fuch as
whales, feals, and fea-otters ; the fkins of the two laft
being common among(t them : and they are furnifhed
with implements of all forts for the deftruion of thefe
different animals, though, perhaps, they may not be
able, at all feafons, to catch them in great plenty, No
great number of frefh fkins were to be feen while the fhips
lay in the found. Land animals, at the time; appear-

, ed to be fearce, as they faw no fleh belonging to any

of them; and though their fkins were to be had in
plenty,- they. might, perhaps, heve been procured by
traffic from other tribes.

It plainly appears, from a varicty of circumftances,
that thefe people procure the greateft part of thelf ani-
mal food from the fea, excepting a few gulls, and fome
other birds, which they fhoot with their arrows.

Their only winter vegetables feemed to be the Cana-
dian pine branches, and fea-grafs; but, as the fpring
advances, they ufe others as they come in feafon. The
moft common of thefe were two forts of liliacious roots,
of a mild fwcetith talte, which are mucilaginous, and
caten raw. The next is a root called aheitu, and has a
tafte refembling liquorice. Another fmall fweetith root,
about the thicknefs of farfaparilla, is alfo eaten raw,
As the feafon advances, they have, doubtlefs, many
others which were not feen. For though there is not
the lealt appearance of cultivation among them, there are
plenty of alder, goofeberry, and currant buthes. One
of the conditions, however, which they feem to require
in all food, is, that it fhould be of the lefs acrid kind;
for they would not touch the leek or garlic, though they
fold our people vaft quantities of it, when they under-
ftood they liked it. They feemed, indeed, notto relith
any of their food, and rejected their fpirituous liquors,
as fomething difgufting and unnatural.

Small marine animals, in their frefh ftate, are fome-
times eaten raw ; though it is their ordinary pralice o
roaft or broil their food ; for they are abfolute ftrangers

to our method of boiling, #s appears from their manner
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of preparing porpoife broth. Befides, as they have
only wooden veflels, it is impoffible for ti)cm.r) per-
form fuch an operation. Their manner of eatingy cor-
re(ponds with the nattinefs of their houfes and perfons ;
for the platters and troughs out of which they eat their
food feem never to have been walhed fince their ori-
ginal formation; the dirty remains of a Inrmv‘r meal b(
ing only fivept away by a fucceeding ane. - Every thing
folid and tough they tear it to picces with their hands and
teeth; for though their knives are employed in cutting
off the larger portions, they have not yet endeavoured
to redece thefe to mouthfuls by the fame means, tho’
fo much more cleanly and convenient. They do not
poflefs even an-idea of cleanlinefs, and conftantly eat the
toots which are dugifrom the ground, without ateempt-
ing to thake of the fol'which adheres to them. _

It is not cerrainly Known whether they have any fet
time for their meals, as they were feen at all hours to
cat in their canoes. But as feveral meffes of porpoile
broth were feen preparing at the village about noon, it
is probable that they make a principal meal about that
tme. ‘

SECTION. Y

Defeription of the Country, Climate, Vegetable Produc-
tions, .Q.'v'mfrn‘l/rd;. Sea” Animals. Bivds. Fith, Rep-
tless Infells. Munerals, Remarks. Departure.

APTAIN COOK gave the appellation of King
George's Sound to this inlet on his firft arrival;
but it was called Nootka by ‘the inhabitants. The en-
trance is in the eaft corner of Hope Bay. . Its latieude
is 49 deg. 33 min. north; and its longitude 233 deg.
12 min. ealt. The caft coaft of the Bay is covered by
a chain of funken rocks; and near the found are fome
ifland and rocks above water. The fhips entered the
found between two rocky paints, lying eaft-fouth-eaft
and weft-north-weft from each other,, diftant about four
miles. The found widens within thefe points, and ex-
tends to the northward at leaft four leagpes.

A number of iflands, of various fizes, appear in the
middle of the found. The depth of water, not only in
the middle of the found, but alfo clofe to fome parts of
its fhore, is from forty-feven to ninety fathoms, or
more. Within is circuit the harbours and anchering
places are numerous.

The cove, ‘where our fhips anchored, is on the eaft- .

fide of the found, and alfo on the eaft of the largeft
ifland, It i5, indeed, covered from the fep, which is
its principal recommendation ; for it is expofed to the
fouth-eaft winds, which fometimes blow with great vio-
lence, and make great devaltation, as was but 1o ap-
parent in many places,

Upon the fea-coaft the land is tolerably high and
level; but, within the found, it rifes into fteep hills,
which have a uniform appearance, ending in roundith
tops, with fharp ridges on their fides. Many of thefe
hills are high, and others of a more moderate height;
but all of them are covered to the tops wich the thickeft
woods,  Some bare fpots are to be feen on the fides of
fome of the hills; bat they are not numerous, though
they fufficieatly fhew the general rocky difpoficion of
thefe hills. They have, mdeed, no foil upon them,
except what has been produged from roteen moffes and
trees, of the depth of about two feet. Their founda
tions are, indeed, nothing more than ftupendous rocks,
which are of a grey or whiilh caft when expoled to the
weather, but, when broken, are of a blueith grey co-
lour. The ricky thores confilt endrely of this; and
the ‘beaches of the little coves in the found are com
poled and fragmented of it.

All thefe coves are (urnithed with a great quantity of
fallen wood lying in » which is carried in.by the
tide ; and with rills of | water_[ufficient for the ufc
tupplied entirely from the
about the tops of the hills.
ferfeétly clear, and diffvlves
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The climate appears to be infinitely milder than that
on the caft coalt of America, under the fame parallel
of latitude. The mercury in the thermometer never,
even in the night, fell lower than 42 degrees; and very
often, in the day, it rofe to 60 degrees. No froft was
perceived on any of the low ground ; but, on the con-
trary, vegetation proceeded very brifkly ; for grafs was
feen, at this time, upwards of a foot long.

The trees, of which the woods are particularly com-
pofed, are the Canadian pine, white cyprefs, and two
or three other forts of pine. The two firft are in the
greateft abundance, and, at a diftance, refcmble each
other; though they are eafily diltinguithed on a nearer
view, the cyprels being of a paler green than the other.
In general, the trees grow here with great vigour, ‘and
are of a large fize. At this early feafon of the year was
feen bus litde variety of other vegetable produtions.

About the rocks, and borders of the woods, were
found fome ftrawberry plants, and rafpberry, currant,
and gookberry buthes, all in a flourithing ftate, There
were alfo afew black alder trees, a fpecies of fow-thiftle,
fome crow's-foot with a fine crimfon flower, and two
forts of anthericum, *Some wild rofe bulhes were feen
juft budding; fome young leeks, a fmall fort of grafs,
and fome water-crefles, befides a great abundance of
andromeda. Within the woods were two fort of under-
wood fhrubs, uaknown to our naturalits.

All the animals feen alive here were two or three ra-
coons, martins, and fquirrels. Some of our people,
indeed, who landed on the continent on the fouth-eatt
fide of the found, faw the prints of a bear’s feet, not
far from the fhore. The principal account given of
the quadrupeds is taken from the fkins which were
purchafed of the Ihhabicants; and thefe were fometimes
fo mutilated in the heads, tails, and paws, that it could
not be diftinguithed to what animals they belonged ;
though others were either fo perfect, or fo well known,
that they did not admit a doubt about them. The
molt common among them were bears, deer, foxes,
and wolves. Bears fkins are very plentiful, generally
of a fhining black colour, but not very large. The
deer-fkins were not fo plentiful, and appeared to belong
to what the hiftorians of Carolina call the fallow-deer;
though Mr, Pennant diftinguithes it by the name of
Virginian deer, and thinks it quite a different fpecies
from ours, Their foxes are numerous, and of leveral
varicties ; the fkins-of fome being vellow, with a black
tip at the tale; others of a reddith yellow, intermixed
with black; and others of an ath colour, alfo intermixed
with black.

When the fkins were fo mutilated as to admit of a
doubt, our people applied the name of fox or wolf in-
diferiminately, ~At length they met with an entire
wolf's fkin, and it was grey. Here is the common
martin, the pine-martin, and another of a lighter brown
colour. The ermine is alfo found in this country, but
is fmall, and not very common. Its hair is not remark-
ably fing, though the animal is entirely whice, except
about an inch at the tip of the ail. The racoons and
fquirrels are fuch as are common, but the latter is not
o> large as ours, and has a rufty colour extending the
length of the back.

Oar natwralits were fufficiently clear refpe@ing the
animals already mentioned; but there aré two others
that they could not, with: any certainty, diftinguifh,
One of them was concluded to be the elk or moufe-deer s
and the other was conje€tured to be the wild cat, or
hynx, Hogs, dan, and goats, have not yet made
their appearance " in this ptcc. Nor have the natives
any knowledge of our brown rats, to which they apphi-
ed the name they give to fquirrels, when they faw them
on board the thips. 3

The fea animals near the coaft are whales, porpoiles,
and feals; the latter, from the fkins feen, feerned to
be of 3 commen fare. The porpoife s the phocena,
Though the fea-otrer is amphibious, it may be confi-
dered as belonging to this clafs, as living puincipally in
the water. It was doubted, for fome time. whether
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New Discoveries.]

the fkins, which the natives fold for otter fkins, really
+belonged to that animal; but a fhort time before their
departure, a whole one, juft killed, was purchafed from
fome ftrangers, of which the painter made a drawing.
It was young, weighing only twenty-five pounds; of a
glofly black colour; but many of the hairs being tipt
with white gave it, at firft, a greyifh caft. ' The face,
throat, and brealt, were of 4 light brown, or yellowith
white ; and, in many of the fkins, that colour extended
the whole length of the belly. In each jaw it had fix
cutting teeth; two of the lower jaw being exceeding
fmall, and placed without, at the bafe of the two in the
middle. In thefe refpe@s it ditfers from thofe found
by the Ruffians, and alfo in the outer toes of the hind
feet not being fkirted with a membrane.g There alfo
appeared a greater variety and colour than is mentioned
by thofe who defcribe the Ruffisn fea-otters. It is moft
probably that thefe changes of colour naturally take
place at the different gradations of life. The very
young ones had coarfe brown hair, with a little fur un-
derneath; but thofe of the fize of the animal juft de-
feribed had @ greater quantity of that fubftance,  After
they have attajhed their full growth, they lofe the black
colour, which 18 fucceeded by a deep brown. At that
period they have a greater quanticy of fine fur, and very
few long hairs. Some, which were fuppofed to be
older, were of a chefnut brown; and fome few were
of a perfe@ yellow. The fur of thefe creatures is cer-
tainly finer than that of any other animal known of;
confequently the difcovery of this part of North Ame-
rica, where fo valuable an article of commerce is to be
procured, ought certainly to be confidered as a matter
of fome confequence. /

Birds are far from being numerous heré, and thofe
that are to be feen are remarkably thy, owing, perhaps,
to their being continually harraffed by the natives,
cither to eatthem, or become poffeflors of their feathers,
to be worn as ornaments. Thefe are crows and ravens,
not differing in the leaft from thofe in England ; alfo a
jay or magpie; the common wren, which is the only
finging bird heard ; the Canadian thrufh; the brown
eagle, with a white head and tail; a fmall fpecies of
hawk, a heron, and the large-crefted American king-
fither. There are alfo fome that have not get been men-
tioned by thofe who have treated on natural hiftory.
The two firft are a fpecies of wood-peckers. One is
fomewhat fmaller than a chrufh, of a black colour on
the back, having white fpots on the wings; the head,
neck, and breaft, of a crimfon colour; whence it might
with propricty be called the yellow-bellied wood-

ker. The other is larger, and more elegant; the
E:k is of a dufky brown celour, richly waved with
black : the belly has a reddifh caft, with black fpots:
it has alfo a black fpot on the breaft; and the lower
part of the wings and tail are of a fcarlet colour; the
upper part blackith. A crimfon ftreak runs ®n each
fide, from the angle of the mouth, a litde down the
neck. The third and fourth are, one of the finch kind,
not larger than a linnet, of a dufky colour, black head
and neck, and white bill ; and a fapd-piper, of a dulky
brown colour, with a bread white band acrofs the
wings, of the fize of a finall pidgeon. There are alfo
humming birds, which differ, in fome degree, from
the numerous forts already known of this delicate little
animal.

The quebrantahueflos, fhags, and ,gulls, were feen
oﬂ'tb:cﬂalt;andu\ctwohﬁmd‘) nt in the
found. There are two forts of wild ducks; one of
which was black, with a white head; the other white,
and had a red bill, but of a larger fize. Here are alfo
the greater lumme, or diver, which are found in our
northern countries. Some fivans, t0o, were once or
twice feen flying in the northward. On the fhores was
found Merrﬁnd-piper, about the fize of a lark, and

not unlike the burre ; afo a plover, very much refem-
bling a common lark. '
Though the variety of fith is not very great here, they
are more plentiful in quantity than birds, The principal
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forts are the common herring, which are very nume-
rous, though not exceeding feven inches in length; a
fmaller fort, which, though hrgcr than the anchovy,
or fardine, is of the fame kind; a filver-coloured
bream, and another of a gold brown colour, with nar-
row blue ftripes. It is moft probably that the herrings
and fardines come in large fhoals at ftated feafons, as is
ufual with thofe kind of fith. The two forts of breams
may be reckoned next to thefe in quantity; and thofe
which were full grown weighed about a pound. The
other fith were l%arcc; and conlifted of a brown kind of
fculpin, fuch as are taken on the coaft of Norway;
another of a reddifh caft ; froft fith; alarge one, without
fcales, refembling the bull-head; and a fmall brownith
cod, with whitith fpots. Sharks alfo frequent the
found, the teeth of which many of the natives had in
their pofieflion. The other marine animals are a fmall
cruciated medufa, or blubber, ftar-fith, fmall crabs,
and a large cuttle-fith,

About the rocks there is abundance of large mufcles,
and alfo fea-ears. Shells of a pretty large chame
were found : alfo fome ¢rochi of two fpecies, a curious
kind of murex, rugged wilks, and a fnail. Befides
thefe three are fome plain cockles and limpets. Many
of the mufCles are a fpan long; in fome of which there
are large pearls, but they are difagreeable both in co-
lour and fhape. It is probably that there is red coral
cither in the found or on the coaft, large bunches of it
having been feen in the canoes of the natives.

The only reptiles obferved here were brown fhakes,
about two feet in length, having whitith ftripes on the
back and fides; and brownith water lizards. The for-
mer are fo perfectly harmlefs, that the natives were
feen to carry'them alive in their hands.

The infet tribe feem to be more numerous: for tho’
the feafon of their appearance was only beginning,
feveral different forts of butterflies were feen, all of
which were common. Some humble bees were found ;
alfo fome goofeberry moths, afew beetles, two or three
forts of flies, and fome mufketos.

Though our people found both iron and copper here,
they did not imagine that either of them belonged to
this place, They did not even fee the ores of any me-
tal, except a coarfe red ochry fubftance, ufed by the
natives in painting or ftaining themfelves. This may,
perhaps, contain a fmall quantity of iron; as ray alfo
a black and white pigment made ufe of for the fame
purpofe.

Exclufivt of the rock, which conftitutes the fhores
and mountains, were feen, among the natives, fome ar-
ticles of hard black granite, which was neither very
compa&t, or fine grained; alfo a greyith whetltone,
the common oil-ftone, and a black fort, little inferior
to the horn-ftone. The natives were feen to vfe tran-
fparent leafy glimmer, and a brown leafy or martial
Ig:: They had alfo pieces of rock cryftal. The two
firft articles were probably to be obtained near the fpot,
as they had confiderable quantties of them; but the
latter, it may be fuppofed, came from a greater dif-
tance, or is extremely fcarce; for the natives would
not part with it without a very valuable confideration.

Iron is called by the natives feckemaile, a name which
they alfo give to tin, and other white metals, It being
fo common among them, our people were anxious to
difcover how it could be conveyed to them. As foon
as they arrived in the found they perccived that they had
a knowledge of traffic, and an inclination to ‘purfue it;
and were afterwards convinced that they had not ac-
quired this knowledge from a curfory interview with
any ftrangers, but it feemed habitual to them, and as a
pratice inswhich they were fkilled.

With whom they carried on this traffic admitted of
doube; for though feveral articles of European manu-
faéture were feen among them, orfuch, at leaft, as had
been derived from fome civilized nation, particularly
brafs and iron, it does not follow that they were re-
ceived immediately from thefe nations : for our peaple
never could obtain the leaft information of their having
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feen fhips like theirs, or of their having been engaged
in commerce with fuch people. Many circumftances
concur to prove this without a doubt. “On the arrival
of the fhips, they were earnell in .their enquiries whe-
ther our people meant to fettle amongft them, inform-
ing them at the fame time, that they gave th_(-n) }un:«l
and water from motives of friendthip. ~ This fufficiently
proves that they confidered themfelves as proprietors
of the place, and dreaded fuperiority : for it would have
been an unnatural enquiry if any (hips had been here
before, and fupplied themfelves with wood and water,
and then departed; for they might then reafonably ex-
pet that others would do the fame. It muft be ad-
mitted, indeed, that they exhibited no marks of fur-
prize at beholding the fhips; but this may, with great
propricety, be attributed to their -natural indolence of
temper, and their wanting a thirft of curiofity. They
were never ftartled ac the report of a mufker, till they
one day fhewed that their head-drefles were impenetra-
ble to their fpears and arrows, when one of our people
fhot a mufket-ball through one of them that had been
fix times folded. Their aftonithment at this plainly
indicated their ignorance of the effe@t of fire-arms.
This was afterwards very frequently confirmed when
they faw our people fhoot birds, at which they appeared
greatly confounded. Their explanation of the piece,
together with the nature of its operation, with the aid
ofpfhnt and ball, ftruck them fo forcibly, as to afford
convincing proof of their having no previous ideas of
this matter.

Captain Cook mentions, that though fome account of
a voyage to this coaft by the Spaniardsin 1774 or 1775,
had arrived in England before he failed, thefe circum-
ftances fufficiently prove that thefe fhips had never
touched at Nootka. It has fince, indeed, appeared
that they were not within two degrees of Nootka ; and
probably the inhabitants of that place never heard of
thofe Spanifh fhips.

They ufe their tools with as much dexterity as the
longeft practice can acquire. The moft natural con-
jeéture, therefore, is, that they trade for their iron
with other Indian tribes, who may have fome commu-
nication with European fettlements upon that continent,
or receive it through feveral intermediate pations, By
the fame means they probably obtain their brafs and
copper.

Not only the rude materials, but fome manufaltured
articles feem to f weir way hither.  The brafs orna-
ments far nofes are made in fo mafterly a manner, that
the Indians cannot- be fuppofed capable of fabricating
them. The erial feem to be European, as the
American tribes are ignorant of the method of making
brafs; though copper has been frequendy met with,
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SECTION L

Countries bordering on Hudfon’s Bay, Labrador or New
Britain, Gc.,  Account of thesr Difcovery, Situation,
Boundaries, Climate, Sml, Rivers, A mmals, parti-
cular Defcr of the Beaver, Vegetables, Articles
of Trade, &c. Peculiar méthod of preferving Animal

Food.,

F we were to cxtend the country claimed by Great

Britain, as far as her mariners have difcovered to
the northward, we might ftretch it to 81 deg. 30 min.
north latitude ; for o far our countrymen, Baffin and
Hudfon, failed, and gave their relpective names to the
pays called after them.

and, from its duflility, might eafily be fathioned into
any fhape, and polithed. It fuch articles are not uled
by our traders to Hudfon’s Bay and Canada, in their
traffic with the natives, they muft have been introduced
at Nootka from Mexico, whence it is probable two
filver table-fpoons were originally derived.

Captain Cook remarks, that as thefe people fo effen-
tially differ from the natives of the iflands in the Pacific
Ocean, in their perfons, cuftoms, and language, it
cannot be fuppofed that their refpective progenitors,
belonged to the fame tribe, when they emigrated into
thofe places where their defcendants were found.

Our people having compleated their deligns, and put
the fhips into a proper condition for failing, they got
under way. They were attended by the natives till
they were almoft out of the found ; fome in their canoes,
and others on board the fhips. One of the chiefs, who
had particularly attached himfclf wo Captain Cook, was
among the lalt who parted from them. The Caprain,
a litde time before he went, made him a fmall prefent,
for which he received, in return, a beaver-fkin of a
much fuperior value. This occafioned him to make
fome addicion to his prefent, which pleafed the chief fo
highly, that he prefented to the Captain the beaver-
fkin cloak which he then wore, and of which he was
particularly fond. Struck with this inftance of genero-
fity, and wifhing him not to be a fufferer by his grati-
tude, Captain Cook infifted upon his acceptance of a
new broad-fword, with a brafs hile, with which he ap-
peared greatly delighted. The officers were earneftly
importuned by the chief, and many of his countrymen,
to pay.them another vifit, who, by way of induce-
ment, promifed to procure a large ftock of fkins,

Captain Cook gives it as his firm opinion, that who-
ever may come after him to this place will find the
natives prepared with no inconfiderable fupply of fkins,
being an article of trade which they could obferve:the
Europeans were eager to poficfs, and which the Euro-
peans found could be purchafed to great advantage.

Thus have we, as propofed,*attended fm‘h“wv.
thofe parts of North America, continental, nfull§ .
e, which bave been difcovered, vifited, and dvjﬂll’h],

by our celebrated navigator Captain Cook., In our de-

jeription of Sowth America, we fball, with the fame pre-

cifron, relare every particular that cam be derrved from his

accurale and authentic accoumts of the refpedive places be

vifited in that divifion of this quarler of the globe ; ever

defirous of bolding to view the tranfaétions 4’/"[ man whe

has fo effentially contributed to the inflruélion and enter-

taimment of tbe public, i the moft important points of
buman Jpeculation,

P, IV.

AMERICA.

The knowledge we have obtained of thefe countries

is owing to the repeated attempts that have been made
to difcover a north-weft paffage to the Faft Indies.
This paffage was attempted by Forbifher in the year

1576. He difcovered the ftraic that bears his name,

together with the mainWynd of New Britain, or La
| brador; but failing in“te principal defign, it was laid
alide till the year 1585, when it was revived by John
Davis, who furveyed the coafts of Labrador, but did
not extend the difcoveries of his predeceffor. Baffin
and Hudfon, as before mentioned, penetrated as far
as 81 deg. 30 min. north lattitude, fome years after.
The latter of thefe wintered in this region of froft and
fnow, and would probably have effected the difcovery,
had not his men mudnied, and committed him, with

feven
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feven of his faithful adherents, to the mercy of the icy
fea in an open boat, where they perithed. The next
atempt was made in 1746, by Capuain Ellis, who
wintered here, but alfo failed in it. In 1761 the de-
fign was revived by a Captain Chriftopher, at the in-

"ftange of the Hudfon's Bay Company; but he found

tither inlet or river which could contribute to the in-
terefts of commerce. In December 1770, the fame
cempany caufed a journey to be taken by land, which
was performed by a gentleman in their fervice, attend-
ed by fome trufty northern Indians. In this he was
employed more than eighteen months, during which
he proceeded to latitude 72 deg. His moft weftern
diftance from the coaft of Hudlon’s Bay was near 600
miles, and a valt track of continent ftretched farther on
in that direttion. Thefe regions are inhabited by dif-
ferent tribes of Indians, who alfo go under various de-
nominations, as Dog-ribbed, Copper-coloured, -and
Northern Indians.

Whillt Captarn Cook was employed in his laft voyage,
a confiderable object of which was to explore the weftern
coaflt of North America in high latitudes, and to af-
certain if, by means of any large rivers, the interior
parts of that continent' could be rendered acceffible by
fhipping, and a communication opened with Lake Su-
perior, the armed brig Lyon was fent out, in the fummer
of 1776, to Davis's Straits and Baffin’s Bay, to explore
the coalls, and obtain a paffage on that fide, with a
view to co-operate with Captain Cook, who, it was fup-
pofed, would, about that time, be trying for a paffage
on the oppofite fide of America. This attempt not be-
ing made to the fatisfaction of the board of admiralty,
another commander was fent out the next year, in the
fame fhip, for the fame. purpofe; but this voyage
proved no more fatisfa¢tory than the former.

The moft northern part of America which may pro-
perly be faid to belong to Great Britain, pamcu[arly
the ountries bordering on Hudfon’s Bay, are fituated
between §0 and 62 degrees of north latitude, and be-
tween §0 and g5 deg. of weft longitude. They are
bounded on the north by unknown lands and feas about
the pole, on the fouth by the Gulph of St. Lawrence
and Canada, on the ealt by the Atlantic Ocean, and
on the weft by unknown lands.

So intenfely cold in the climate, that Mr. Ellis, who
wintered in only §7 deg. 30 min. north latitude, was
fcarce able to preferve his own life, and the lives of his
party, although every precaution was taken /to fence
againft the cold, by conftruéting a houfe of thick picces
of timber, and each crevice clofe ftuffed with mofs, and
plaiftered over with clay ; yet, at the beginning of No-
vember the cold became {o intenfe, that all the bot-
tled beer became frozen, although packed uvp in tow,
and placed near a good fire. The cold became infup-
portable abroad, unlefs they were entirely covered in the
warmeft furs. No kind of liquid, indeed, could with-
ftand the cold; for brandy, and even fpirits of wine,
froze ; the latter only to a confiftence of oil. If the
men touched iron, or any other folid furface, their fin-
gers were frozen faft to it: and if, in drinking a dram
of brandy out of a glafs, they chanced to touch the glafs
with their tongue or lips, in pulling it away the fkin
was left on it.

The foil is, in general, barren in the northern parts,
but in fome of the fouthern it is tolerably fertile.

The mountains in this country, towards the north,
are of a tremendous height, and perpetvally covered
with fnow, which is the caufe of the extréme rigour of
the climate, and the barrennefs of the foil.

The rivers“me numerous, and called, in general,
after the names of.the navigators by whom they were
firft difcovered. The principal bays are thofe of Baffin
and Hudfon; in the latter of which are feveral others of
lefs note; and the ftraits are thofe of Hudfon, Davis,
and Belleifle,

The animals in the woods here are moofe-deer, elks,
ftags, bears, tigers, buffalos, wolves, foxes, beavers,
otters, lynxes, ermines, fquirrels, wild cats, hares, &c.

AMERIC A A%

Of the feathered kind g6e geefe, buftards, ducks; par-
tridges; and many othérs, both wild and tame.

The *eas abound with- whales, feals, cod, and &
white fifh preferable to herrings; and the rivers and
frefh waters with pike, perch, carp, and tench.

All the animals of thefe countries are cloathed . in
winter with a clofe, foft, warm fur, In the fummer,
which holds only for three months, théy are, as in
other places, of a variety of colours; but as foon as
the winter approaches they gradually change, the beafts,
and moft of the birds, becoming of the colour of the
fnow. Indeed, every thing,/animate or inanimate, is
white. Even the dogs and cats carried from England
to Hudfon’s Bay are {ubject to the fume alteration, and
dequire a much longer, fofter, and thicker fur, than
they have in their own climate.

Here it may be proper to remark, that the animals of
America, in general, are neither fo large or fo fierce as
thofe of Afia and Africa.  But then it is to be obferved,
that if the quadrupeds of America are fmall, they are
more numerous than thofe of the old world. The
goat exported from Furope will, in a few generations,
become, indeed, much lefs, but it will alfo become
more prolific, producing, inftead of one or two kids
at a time, five, fix, and fometimes more.

As the inhabitants of this country are cloathed in the
fkins of beavers, and as their prin ipal trade conlifts in
thofe fkins, it will be proper to give a defeription of
that curious animal. A large beaver is about twenty-
eight inches in length, from the hind part of the head to
the root of the tail, and weighs fixty or feventy pounds ;
but their colour is different; in fome places they are
black, in others white, and in others almoft of the co-
lour of the deer. It is an amphibious animal. The
beaver, or, asit is likewife called, the caftor, lives to
a great age. The females generally bring forth four
young ones at a time. Their jaws are furnithed with
two cutters and eight grinders: the upper cutter is two
inches and a half in lenth, and the lower fomething
longer. The upper jaw projeéts over the lower one.
The head is fhaped ke that of a rat, and the tail lik
the blade of a paddl
length, and about an inch thick. It is covered
fealy fkin; the fcales being a quarter of an i
and folding over each other like thofe of a fiflf.

The induftry, forefight, and good management of
thefe animals, are extremely furprifing, and ffarce cre-
dible to thofe who never faw them. When 'they want
to form a fettlement, three or four, or more of them,
affemble together, and firft pitch upon a place where
they may have provifions, fuch as the bark of trees,
roots, or grafs, with every thing neceflary for ereting
their edifices, which muft be furrounded by water:
and if there be neither a convenient lake or pond, they
make one, by ftopping the courfe of fome brook or
river. For this purpofe they cut down trees, above
the place where they they was refolved to build, and take
their meafures fo well, as always to make the tree fall
towards the water, that they may have the lefs diftance
to roll it when they have cut off the branches. This
done, they float it to the place appointed, and thefe
pieces they cut bigger or lefs, to fuit their convenience.
Sometimes they ufe thegtrunks of large trees, which
they lay flat in the water.  Atothers they faften ftakes in
the bottom of the channel, and then interweaving fmall
branches, fill up the vacancies with clay, mud, and
mofs, in fuch a manner, as renders the dam very tight
and fecure. ' In thefe works their tails ferve them for
carts and trowels, and their teeth for faws and axes.
Their paws fupply the place of hands, and their fect
ferve inftead of oars.

The conftruction of their houfes is no lefs admirable,;
they are generally built apon piles, atfome diftance from
the fhore, but fometimes clofe to the banks of the rivers.
They firft make holes at the bottom of the water for

lanting fix pofts, upon which each of their edifices is
Euilt in a moft curious manner, Their form is round,
with a flac roof. The walls are two feet thick, and

fometimes
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fometimes more : they are formed of the fame materials
as the dams jult mentioned; and every part is fo well
finithed that no air can poflibly enter. About two
thirds of the cdifice is raifed above the water: in this
they lodge, and are careful to keep it clean. They
have gencrally three or four different avenues to each
houfe, which they enter under water, To provide
provifions againft the winter, they draw the fticks they
cut from the trees, and thrufting one end into the mud,
let them lic under the water to preferve the bark green
and tender for their winter provifions. There are
fometimes found eight or ten beavers in one houfe, at
others not more than three or four; and let them be as
numerous as they will, they all lodge upon one floor.

The beavers are excellent food ; but the tongue and
tail are the moft delicious parts. The Indians fome-
times roaft thefe animals in the fame manner as we do

igs, firlt burning off their fur.

Befides the fur, the beaver produces the true calto-
reum, which is contained in bags in the lower, part of the
belly, different from the tefticles. The value of this
drug is well known.

The lands near the upper parts of Hudfon's Bay
produce large timber, and plenty of herbage, and, if
properly cultivated, might yield corn. Thofe parts
which are low and marfhy produce juniper, birch,
poplar, and a fmall tree of the fpruce or fur kind; but
there is little other herbage befides the mofs.

In the year 1670 a charter was granted to a com-
pany confifting of about pine or ten perfons, known by
the appeilation of the Hudfon’s Bay Company, for an
exclulive trade to that bay, which they have carried on
ever fince with great benefit to themfelves, though
comparatively with little advantage to Great Britain.
The chief commodicies are fur and hides. This com-
pany generally employ four fhips. They have four
forts, viz. Churchill, Nelfon, New Severn, and
bany, which ftand on the weft fide of the bay.
commodities with which the company furnith th
tives are guns, powder, fhot, knives, hatchets,
cloaths both for men and women, tobacco,
horns, combs, kettles, looking-glafies, and
other articles, the principal part of which nrc/rhc ma-
nufaétures of Great Britain, and in the mercayftile phrafe
deemed drugs. Their exports and imports are not fo
confiderable as they were before the conqueft of
Canada,

The Europeans, who refide in the fattories here
have a peculiar method in preferving their animal food
whether fleth or fith, fix or feven months, free from
putrefaction. The fith are caught in the winter by
cutting holes in the ice, to which they come for air,
As foon as taken out of the water, they are immediace-
ly frozen and ftiff, but may be thawed again by being
immerfed in cold water. In this manner the falt pro-
vifions are thawed and frefhened here. The meac is
let down through a hole in the ice into the water, and,
in a fhort time, becomes folt, pliable, and eats well;

whereas if roafted or boiled in its frozen ftate, it would
cat as if rotten, and be navfcous to the palate. Thus
they are well fupplicd with fleth, fith, and fowl all the
year round.

Perfons, Drefs Habitations, Subjijlence, Manners, Cuf-

/ ’

toms, &3¢, of the Indians the Coalts of //m/{ n's Bay.

HE natives fituated on the weflern ¢oaft of Hud-

fon's Bay, comprehending the New North and
South W .’l;(':», arc of the middle fize, and of p copper
colour. They have black eyes, and long, lank, black
hair; but their fear 5 vary as in ltur‘,‘pc, [hey are
of & cheerfut difpoficion, good-natured, affable, friend-
ly, and honeft in their dealjngs.

In fummer the men are cloathed in a clofe coat made
of a blanket, which they buy of the Englith fettled in
their neighbourhood. They have a pair of leather
ftockings, which reach fo high as to ferve alio for
breeches; and their fhoes are made of the fame materials.

4

men only by their generally wearing a petticoat, that in
winter comes a little lower than their knees.  Their or-
dinary apparel is made of the fkins of a deer, otters, or
beaver, with the hair on the fur of them. The fleeves
of their upper habit are generally tied on with ftrings at
the (houlders, fo that their arm-pits, even in the depth
of wifiter, are expofed to the cold, which they imagine
contributes to their health. Their dileales, indeed,
are but few, and thofe generally arife from colds caught
after drinking fpirituous liquors, which they buy of the
Englith: and it is melancholy truth, that thofe who
live near the ferlements of the Hudfon’s Bay Company,
are, by drunkennefs, become meagre, {mall, indolent,
and hardly able to encounter the hardfhips of the coun-
try; while thofe who live at a diftance are hardly, vi
gorous, and active,

They dwell in tents covered with moofe and deer-
fkins fewed together, Thefe are of a circular form,
probably on account of its being moft capacious and
convenient for their fitting round the fire, which is in the
middle. They are formed of poles, which are extended
at the bottom, and at the top lean to the center, where
an opening is left to admic the light, and let out the
fm'u[:. They ftrew the floor with the tops of pine-
trees, and lie with their feet to the fire, and their heads
to the fides of the tent.  The entrance is generally on
the fouth-weft fide, and they go in by lifting up one of
the fkins, to which is faltened a piece of ftick to make
it flap clofe. !

They have no dependence for fubfiftence on the fruits
of the earth, but live entirely on the animals they take
in hunting, or catch in traps. They every feafon make
a prodigious flaughter among the deer, from the abfurd
opinion, that the more they deftroy the greater plenty
Lwill fucceed ; hence they fometimes leave three or four
hundred dead op the plains, taking out only their
tongues, and leaving their carcafles either to rogz0r be
devoured by the wild beafts. At other times they at-
tack' them in the water, and bring great numbers on
floats to the fadtories. They alfo hive upon birds, and
even feed on eagles, hawks, crows,-and owls, as well
as on partridges, wild-geefe, and ducks. They gene-
rally boil their flefh, and eat it by itfelf, drinking the
water it is boiled in, which they efteem very whole-
Aome : and in the fame manncr they drefs their fith.

Thefe ignorant people have many amiable qualities.
Thefe are influenced in their behaviour by natural love
of rectitude, that reftrains them from all aéts of violenge
and injuftice, as effectually as the moft rigorous laws.
The chiefs of every family or tribe, who are generally
chofen from among the moft ancient of the people,
ufually for their fkill_in hunting, their experience in
trade, and their valour in war, in which they frrq'umtly
engage, direlt thofe who refide with them in their differ-
ent employments; but their advice is rather followed
though deference and refpect, than from any compul-
five obligation, :

They have, however, fome cuftoms which muft ap-
pear very whimfical, and others that are extremely cruel,
It is efteemed a great offence for a woman to ftride over
the legs of a man when he fits on the ground ; and they
even think it beneath them to drink out of the fame vef-
fel with their wives. They have another cuftom that
muft appear (hocking to every humane mind, and in
which they are, in fome meafure, imitated by the Hot-
tentots.  The latter expofe their parents, when labour-
ing under the infirmitics of old age, to perifh with hun-
ger, or to be devoured by wild beafts; and thefe
wretches flrangle theirs: for when their parents grow
fo old as to be umble to fupport themfelves by theim
own labour, they require their children t6 ftrangle them,
and their performing it is efteemed an aét of duty.
This is done in the following manner: The old perfon’s
grave being dug, he goes into it, and, after having
converfed and fmoaked his pipe, or perhaps drank a
‘dra‘n or two with his children, he informs them that he
is ready; upon which two of them put a thong about

!I ‘Phe cloaths of the women differ from «hofe of the

his
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his neck, one ftanding on one fide, and the other op-
pofite to him, which they pull violently till he expires:
they then cover him with carth, and over that ere& a
kind of rough monument of {tones. Such old people
as have no children require this office of their friends;
but in this cafe it is not always complied with.

They have alfo a very ftrange maxim of policy,
which is obliging their women to procure frequént
abaortions, by the ule of a certain herb, common to
that country, in order to eafe themfelves of the burden
of a helple(s family.

The natives dwelling on the ealtern coaft of Hud-
fan's Bay, are thofe called Eiquimaux, which name is
derived from the Indian word that fignifies eaters q[ raw
fiefh s far after thoroughly drying the flelh of the bealts
they kill, they eat it without any other preparation.
They are of a middle fize, robuft, and inclinable to
be far. Their heads are large, and their faces round
and fwarthy ; their eyes are black, fmall and fparkling ;
their nofes flat, their lips thick, and their hair lank
and black ; they have broad (houlders, and their limbs
are proportionable ; but their feec are very fmall,

The behaviour of the Efquimaux refiding on the
eaft lide of Hudfon's Bay is chearful and fprightly ; but
fome are fubtle, cunning and deceitful, great flaccerers,
and much addiéted to pilfer from ftrangers ; ealily ren-
dered bold by encouragement; but as eafily frightened ;
and fo attached to their own country, that fome, who
have been taken prifoners by the fouthern Indians when
they were boys, and brought to the faltories, have,
for feveral years, regretted their ablence from cheir
native country, and the enjoyment of what they loved
when they were there ; thus one of them, after having
been fed upon Englith dict, being refent when an Eng-
lilhmad was cutting up @ feal, from which the train-
oil ran very plentifully, fcooped up what he could fave
with his hands, and {wallowing it crved, “ Ah! com-
men! me to my dear country, where 1. could get
my belly full ol this”

The mens cloaths are made of feal {kins, and fome-
times of the fkins of land and fea-fowl fewed toge-
ther: their coats have a hood like a capuchin, are clofe
from the Jbrealt before, and reach no lower than the
middle of che thigh: the brecches are clofe before and
behind, gathered like a purfe, with a Rring, and tied
about their wailts: they have feveral pairs of boots
and focks, which they wear one over another, to keep
them warm and dry. The difference between the drels
of the men and that of the women is, that the latter
have a narrow flap behind their jacket that reaches
to their heels. Their hoods are likewife larger and
wider at the fhoulders, for the fake of carrying their
children in them at their backs; and their boots, which
are a great deal wider, are commonly ftuck out with
whalebone, becaufe when they want to put a child out
of their arms they flip it into one of their boots till
they can take it up again. A few of them wear fhifts
of feal bladders fewed together. Their cloaths are,
in general, fewed very neadly: this is performed with
an wvory needle, and the finews of a deer fplit fine and
ufed for thread. They difcover a good deal of talfte in
adorning them with ftripes of different coloured fkins
fewed in the manner of borders, cuffs, and robings for
their cloaths, which altogether appear handfome as well
as convenient.

One fingular part of their drefs is their fnow eyes,
as they properly call them. Thefe are bits of wood,
or ivory, formed to cover the organs of fight, and
tied at the back of the head : in each piece are two flits
of the fame length with the eyes, but narrower, thro’
which they fee diftinétly, This invention prewents
foow blindne(s, a very painful diforder occafioned by
the brightpefs-of-the light reflecting from the fnow, ef-
pecially fin the feafon they call fpring. Their ufe
itrengthdns the fight, and becomes fo habitual to them,
that wheh they would obferve an obje&t at a great di-
ftance, they commonly look through them as we do
through a perfpective glafs. -
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Their inftraments for fithing and fowlipg difcover a
genius for invention. Their darts and”harpoons are
well made, as are alfo their bows and arrows. Their
boats are eafy of carriage and quick in motion. The
frames are made of wood or whale bone. ~They rub-
the feam with a kind of fize made of feals biubber,
In thefe boats they carry their litke cogveniences and
their inftruments for killing whales and other fea ani~
mals. When they have killed a whale they tow it to
fhore with their canoes, and ftrip it of the far, which
not only ferves them for food, but to burn in their
lamps during winter.,

On their going®o fea in order to catch fi(h they ge-
nerally take in their boats a bladder filled with train
oil, as our people do a dram bottle, and feem to drink
the contents with the fame relith;; and when their ftock
is out they have been feen to draw the bladder through
their teeth in order to extraét the very laft drop of this
precious liquid. They are probubly convinced by ex-
perience of the falutary effeéts of fuch coarfe kind of
oil in their rigorous climate, which occafions their
fondnefs for it.

It 4s obferved by voyagers, that in failing to the
northward, in thefe regions every thing dwindles ; the
men buahc lower in ftature, and the very trees fink
into bruthwood.

SECTION I
ST WRR | S T . B W

Situation. Boundaries. Climate. Soil. Animal and
Vegetable Produflions. Rivers. Lakes. Principal
Places, Laws. Commerce, &c.

ANADA is fituated between 45 and §o degrees

of north latitude, and between 68 and go deg.
of eaft longitude. It is bounded on the north by New
Britain, on the eaft by Nova Scotia, on the fouth by
the Apalachian mountains, and on the weft by un-
known lands.

The climate and foil vary greatly in this extenflive
track. Along the banks of_the river St. Lawrence it
is exceflive cold in winter, and as intenfively hot in
fummer. The reft of the country is interfected with
large woods, lakes and rivers, which render it fhill
colder. The foil, however, in many places is fertile,
producing whales and vegetables in abundance.

Canada abounds in (tags, elks, deer,. bears, foxes,
wild cats, ferrets, weafcls, fquirrels of different kinds,
hares, rabbits, &c. In the fouthern parts are wild
bulls, divers forts of roebucks, goats, &c.' The
marfhes, lakes, and pools, fwarm with beavers, of
which we have already given a defcription.

The Canadians have different ways of taking bea-
vers. They fometimes fhoot them, and at other times
catch them in traps, which laft method they prefer, be-
caule it does not damage the fkin. In winter they
break the ice at fome diftance from the huts, and
placing ftakes in the water they faften nets to them.
The beavers being difturbed in their huts, by a dog
fent in for that purpofe, immediately take to the water,
when they are foon entangled in the net.

There is a diminutive fpecies of beaver called the
Mufk Rat, the tail of which produces a very ftrong
fcent.

There are two forts of bears in this country, one of
a reddifh, and the other of a blackifh colour.

The Indians fcarce undertake any thing with greater
folemnity than hunting the bear; and an alliance with
a noted bear-hunter, who has killed feveral in one day,
is more eagerly fought after than that of one who has
rendered himfelf famous in war; this chace fupplying
them both with food and raiment. The bears lodge,
during the winter either in hollow trees or caves; and,
as they lay up no provifions, have no food during that

feafon,
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The bear is not naturally fierce, except when wound-
ed or pinched with hunger. They run themfelves very
poor in the month of July; and it is fomewhat dange-
rous to meet them till their hunger is fatisfied, and they
recover their flefh, which they do very fuddenly, They
are fond of grapes, and molt kinds of fruit. When
provifions are fcarce in the woods they venture out
among the fettlements, and make great h:l\'\)(.l'\ ”'. the
Indian corn, and fometimes Kkill the fwine. 1 heir
chief weapons are their fore-paws, with which they
will hug any animal they feize immediately to death.

The buffalo of Canada is larger than that of Eu-
rope. The body is covered with a very va!l!al)lr black
wool, and the hide is remarkably foft and plant.

Wolves are fcarce in Canada, but they afford the
finelt furs in all the country: their flcth is white, and
good to eat, and they purfue their prey to the tops of
the talleft trees. The black foxes are greatly efteem
ed, and very fcarce; but thofe of other colours are
more common ; and fome on the Upper Miffifippi are
of a filver colour, and very beautful. They live on
water-fowls, which they decoy within their clutches by
a thoufand antic tricks, and then {pring upon them and
devour them.

The Canadian poll-cat has a moft beantiful white
fur, except the tip of the tail, which is as black as jet.
When purfued, he lets fly his urihe, which, it is faid,
infects the air for a quarter of a mile-round ; for which
reafon he is called by the inhabitants the devil’s brat,
or the ftinkard.

The canadian rat is of a beawtiful filver colour; with
a bufhy tail, and as big again as the Evropean. . The
female carries under her belly a bag, which fhe opens
and fhuts at pleafure; and in that fhe places her young
when purfued. .

There are three forts of fquirrels : - that called the fly
ing fquirrel will leap forty feet and more from: one tree
to another. This little animal is very lively and eafily
tamed, and he puts up wherever he can find a place,
in the (leeve, pocket, or muff: he firlt picches on his
mafter, whom he will diftinguith among twenty perfons,

The Canadian porcupine is lefs than a middling
dog: when roafted, he eats full as well as a fucking
pig.
The hares and rabbits differ little from thofe of Eu-
l“;‘f', "‘U]\‘ ”‘\(‘V trn .'”"'v' in “i“(( r.

Some of the rivers breed crocodiles, which differ but
little from thofe of the Nile.

Among the other animals of this country which moft
deferve ti« altention of the naturalift is the ®lk, which
is aboutfthe fize of a horfe or mule. Many extraordi-

icinal qualities, particularly for curing rhe

ngfs, are afcribed to the hoof of the left foot

mal. They live in cold countries, and when
the winter affords them no grafs they gnaw the barks
of trees.

Of the feathered creation here are eagles, falcons,
partridges, red, grey and blac k, with long tails, which
a fan, and make a fine appear-
ance. Herearealfo fnipes, ducks, geefe, turkies

they f'rls'JLi out

g thofe of Europe; but the chief fing
of Canada is the white bird, a fpecies of ortolan very
fhewy and remarkable for proclaiming the rewurn of
fpring.

The lakes are large and numerous; the chief are
Lake Superior, which is 100 leagues in length, 70
broad, and contains feveral iflands; the lakes Michi-
gan, lllinois, Hurons, Ontario, Frontenac, Cham-
plain, &c. “Of the rivers, which are innumerable, the
principal are, the Great River St. Lawrence, St. John,
Trois Rivieres, &c. The Bay of St. Lawrence is en-
tered between Cape Retz in Newfoundland and Cape
Breton; and after doubling Cape Rofe, you fteer into
the river of the fame name. Towards the fouth lie
the Bay and Point of Galpey: below this Bay is a
Steep, dalled the Pierced Ifland, from an ape rure in
its middle, through which a floop might pals with her
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fails up. At a league diftance from the Bored Ifland
lies the ifland Bonaventure; and at a league diftance
from that the ifland Mifcon, which has an excellent
harbour, and is eight leagues in circumference. A
fpring of frefh water fpouts up to a confiderable heighe
in the offing, not far from this ifland. The next ob-
jeét that prefents itfe!f in the river St. Lawrence is the
iland Anticofti ; and the current feuing ftrongly in
uvpon it renders the navigation here very dangerous, in
cafe of a calm, efpecially as the ifland is lined with
breakers. This ifland is narrow ; but lies in the mid-
fle of the river, and extends about forty leagies from
north-ealt to fouth-weft.

After paffing this ifland the navigaton becomes™
more tolerable ; but fill great precaution muft be
ed. The mounts Notre Dame and Lewis lie on
he larboard fide: néaF the Jatter are fome plantations.
Che next point is Trinity Point, “which mult be avoided
with great care. A ludle higher are the Paps of Mon-
tani, 1o called from the appearance of the mountain,
ftuated about two leagues from the fhore.” The land

. the neighbourhood is not only vnprofitable, but ap-

pears fruirful, being covered with rocks, fands, and
werrable thickets: it contains, however, plenty of

On the other fide the river, and advancing

agues into its bed, lies the fhoal of Manicouagu,

the ‘moft dangerous in the river: it is named

a river thar falls from the mountains of Labra-

dor, and otherwife called the river of St. Barnabas,
and the Black River. From this to Green Hland the
maviganion 1s {low and uncertain, and the fhores un-
comtortable and uninhabited. Somewhat| higher lies
the river Saguenay, which carries fhips 25 leagues
above_its mouth, where is an excellent harbour called
I'adouflac ; in failing from which great care mult be
taken to avoid the Red Ifland or Cape Rounge, which
is a dangerous rock of that colour, whofe furface is
equal to the water, and often proves fatil to fhipping.

Many voyagers are of opwnion, if the Canadian
fithery was improved it would be more beneficial than
the fur trade, Belides a great varicty of other fith in
the lakes and rivers, particularly that of St. Lawrence,
are fea-wolves, fea-cows, porpoifes, thie lencornet, the
goberque, the fea-plaife, falmon-trouts, turtles, lob-

rs, the chaouralou, fturgeon. the achigau, and thé

Ithead. The fea-wolf, fo called from 1ts howling,
is an amphibious creature. His head refembles that of
a dog: he has four very fhort legs, of which the fore
ones have nails; but the hind ones terminate in fins,
The y cigh 200 pounds, and are of different
colours, Their flefh is good eating; but the profic of
it lies in its oil; which is proper for burning, and cur-
rving of leather. Their fkins make excellent cover-
ings for trunks; and though not fo fine as Morocco
leather, they preferve their frefhnefs better, and are
lefs liable to cracks. The thoes and boots made of
thofe {kins let in no water, and, when properly tanned,
make excellent and lafting covers for feats. The Ca-
nadian fea-cow is larger than the fea-wolf, but re-
fembles it in figure. It has two teeth of the thicknefs
and length of a man’s arm, that, when grown, look
like horns, and is a very fine ivory as well as its other
teeth.  The fturgeon is from eight to twelve feet long
and proportionably thick, but there is a fmall fpecies,
the fieth of which is very delicate,

In Canada are many repules, among which' the
rattle-fnake is the moft remarkable for fize and venom.
The bite of this fnake is mortal, if the root of a cer-
tain plant is not immediately applied to the wound,

The cultivated parts of this country yield large crops
of Indian corn, barley, rye and other grain. Melons
and grapes are produced here, as alfo the hop plant,
I'he meadow grounds that are well watered yield ex-
cellent grafs, and feed numbers of cattle, Tobacco,
in particular, thrives well, and is much cultivated,

The uncultivated parts of Canada contain the great-
eft forefts in the world, They form one continued
wood unplanted by the hands of men, and to all ap-
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pearance as old as the creation. Nothing can be more
magnificent to the view. The trees lofe themfelves in
the clouds: and fuch is the prodigious variety of fpe-
cies, that even amongft thefe perfons who have taken
moll pains, to know them, there is not oney perhaps,
that is acquainted with half the number.

This province produces two forts of pine, t}
and®the red; four forts of furs; three forts of
oak, the white and the red; three forts of wlnut-trees,
the hard, the foft, and the fmooth; the fMale and fe-
male maple, white and red elms, and poplars. About
November the bears and wild cats take up their habi-
tations in the hollow eloys, and remain their tll April.
Here are alfo cherry-Jrees, plumb-trees, and other
fruic-trees, fimilar to thofe in Furope. Near Quebec
is a fine lead mine, afh the whalecountry abounds in
coals.

The principal towns§in Canada are Quebec, Trois
Rivieres, or the Three Rivers, and Montreal. Nia
gara, though not exten(e, is diftinguithed by a famous
cataraét, between 7 and 8oo feer high, half a league
broad, the water of which runs fo violently, that all
beafts attempting to crofs it a quarter ol a league above
are fwallowed up. It tumbles off the precipice with
fuch fury, that it makes an arch under which three men
may pals a-brealt without danger,

Here it is neceflary to oblerve, that the French
cmnpvc);( nded, under the nameof Canada, o very large
territory, taking into their claims part of Novia Scopa,
New England, and New York, on the ealt; and, to
the weft, extending it as far as the Pacific Ocean
That part, however, which they were able to cultivate,
lay chiefly on the banks of the river St. Lawrence, and
the numerous fmaller rivers which it receives. This
being reduced by the Britith arms in the glorious year
1759, has been fince founded into a Brinth province,
called the prowipce of Quebec, of which the capital is

dar and

a city of the fame name, fitvated at the confluence of

the rivers St. Lawrence and St. Charles, about ig0
leagues from Cape Rouge or Rofiers. It is built on a
rock and divided into an upper and lower town.  The
haven is fafe and commodious. The houfes in both
towns are of ftone, and built in a tolerable manngr.
Before the city was taken by the Englifh it made a very
fine appearance.

the principal edifices were the epifcopal pa-
lace ; fort or citadel, the refidence of the governor-
general; the hovle and church of the Recolieéts; the
church of the Urfuline nuns, in which is the tomb of
M. Montcalm, who commanded the French, and was
mortally wounded, at the battle of Quebec, (in which,
alfo, fell the gallant Wolfe, who commanded the Eng-
lith ;) the fumptuous college of the Jefuits, the inten-
dant's houfe, the royal magazines, &vc. &c.

The fortifications of Quebec, at the time it was
taken by the Britith arms, were as complete as it was
},‘.("l\lc to render them.

In failing up the river St. Lawrence from Quebec to
Montreal, which is 170 miles, the eye is delighted
with beautiful landfcapes, the banks, in many places
being very fteep, and fhaded with lofty trees. The
farms lie pretty clofe all the way; feveral gentlemens
houfes, neatly built, fhew themfelves at intervals; and
there is all the appearances of a flourifhing colony, tho’
but few towns or villages. Many fine 1lands are in-
terfperfed in the river, and afford a picturique view.
After pafling the Richlieu Iflands, the air becomes fo
mild and temperate, that the voyager thinks himfelf
tranfplanted to another climate; but this is only to be
underftood of the fummer months.

The town called T'rois Rivieres is about half way be-
tween Quebec and Montreal, and has its name from
three rivers, which join their currents-here, and fall in-
to the river St. Lawrence. It is much reforted to by
feveral nations of Indians, who come to trade with the
inhabitants in various kinds of furs and fKkins.

Montreal is fituated on the ifland formed by the river
St. Lawrence, which is ten leagues in length, and four
inbreadth. While the French had polfeffion of Canada,
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both the city and ifland of Montreal were private pro-
perty, and fo well improved, that the whole ifland was
a moft delightful fpot, and produced every thing that
could adminifter to the conveniencies of life. When
it was reduced by General Amherft, it was populous.

The houfes were built in an handlome manner, .and
IL'vrry houfe might be feen at one view from the harbour.
W his place is furrounded by a wall and dry ditch, and
its fortificarions have been improved by the Englith.
Itis nearly as large as Quebec; but fince its conquelt
by the Britith arms it has fuffcred much by fire.

Before the conqueft of the province of Canada, the
different tribes of Indians inhabiting it were almoft in-
numerable,  But thefe people are obferved to decreafe
in population where the Europeans are moft numerous,
owing chiefly to the immodcrate ufe of fprituous li-
quors, of which they are exceflively fond.

In the year 1774 an aét was paficd by the Parliament
of Great Britain, allowing the inhabitants of the pro-
vince of Qurbec, profefiing the Roman Catholic reli-
gion, the frce excrcife of the lame, fubjeét to the King's
fupremacy. By the fame act their clergy may enjoy
their accuftomed dues and rights, but with refpet on-
ly to perfons of their own religion ; for a righe is re-
ferved to his Majelty to make a fuitable provifion for
the Proteftant clergy. In matters of property, refe-
rence is to be had to the laws of Canada; but criminal
cafes are to be determined by the laws of England.

While the French were in poffeflion of this country
the Indians fupplied them with peltry ; and the French
had traders who, in the manner of the original inhabi-
tants, traverfed the vaft lakes and rivers in canoes, with
incredible induftry and patience, carrying their goods
into the moft remote parts of America, amongit people
unknown to any other Europeans.  Thus they habitua-
ted the Indians to commerce, and they vifited the
French in their fettlements.  For this purpofe people
from all parts, even from the diftance of 1000 miles,
carfi¢ to the French fair at Montreal, which began in
June, and fometimes lafted three months. Many fo-
lemnities were obferved on thefe occafions; guards
were placed, and the governor affifted, to preferve or-
der in fuch a concourle, compofed of {o great a variety
of f.nv.tgc nations.  But fumetimes great tumults hap-
pened ; and the Indians being fo fond of brandy, fre-
quently gave all their merchandize for a (mdll quantity
of that fpirituous hquor,

It is very remarkable, that many of thefe Indians
altually pafled by our fectlement of Albany, in New
York, and traveled upwards of 200 miles farther to
Montreal, though they might have purchafed the com-
modities cheaper at the former place.  So great an af-
cendancy had the Krench gained, by their infinuating
addrefs, over the minds of thefe people.

Since the Englith became poflefled of Canada, their
exports to Great Britain, in (kins, furs, ginfeng, fhake-
root, capillaire, and wheat, have gready increafed, as
well as the imports from Great Britain. Hence the
value and importance of this trade mult be evident. It
would foon be increafed to a great degree, were the
river St. Lawrence always open,  But the exceflive
cold, which continues there from December to April,
renders all pavigation impracticable. Another incon-
venience arifes from the falls of the river St Lawrence,
below Moatreal, which prévent large fhips from com-
ing to that emporium of inland commerce.

SECTION 1L
NOVA SCOTIA, orn NEW SCOTLAND.

Name, Situation, Extent, Bowndaries, Climate, Soil,
Produce, Revolutions, Divifions, Chief Towns, (e,

HIS country obtained the name of Nova Scotia
from Sir William Alexander, fecretary to King

James 1. that monarch having made him the firft grant
of lands in it

Nova
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Nova Scotia is fitvated between the 43d and 4gth
degrees of north latitude. It is about 350 miles in
length, and 250 in breadth, and bounded on the north
by the river St. Lawrence, on the caft by the Adantic
Ocean, on the fouth by the fame, and ongthe welt by
Canada and New England.

A great part of the country confifts of the peninfula
that is formed by the Bay of Fundy, Chenigto, and
Green Bay; all the coaft of which, from Cape Sable
on the weft, to Cape Canfo on the caft, is lined with
fhoals or fands. Belides the Bays above-mentioned,
there is a great number of others all along the coaft,
particularly Galpe, Chaleurs, and Chedibuéto, on the
north-eaft; the Bay of Iflands, Chebuto, and La
Here, on the fouth; and the Bay of Annapolis on the
fouth fide of the Bay of Kundy. In thefe bays, and
other parts of the coall, arc many fine roads and havens,
"T'he chief capes are thofe of Rofieres and Gafpé, on the
north-ealt; Capes Portage, Ecoumenac, Tourmentin,
Port, Epis, Fogery, and Canfo, on the caft; Capes
Blanco, Vert, 1eodore, Dore, La Heve, andN egro,
on the fouth; Cape Sable, and Cape Fourche, on the
fouth-weft. - The rivers and lakes are very numerous.
Of the former the moft material are thofe of St. Jchn,
Paffamagnadi, Penobicor, and St Croix, which run
from north and fouth, and fall into the Bay of Fundy ;
and thofe of Rifgouche and Nipifiguit, which run from
weft to eaft, and fall into the Gulph of St. Lawrence;
and that of Chebucto, that falls into the Adantic. Of
the latter, thofe called Kefeben and Freneufe are very
large: but there are many that have not yet received
any particnlar names.

The climaze of this country, through the fudden
tranfition from heat to cold, has been found unfavour-
able to European conftitutions. A feven months in-
tenfe cold is generally fucceeded by a heat as intenfe,
without the intervening and réfrefhing feafons of fpring
and autumn; added to which, the country is inveloped
in the gloom of a fog a greac part of the year.

In {0 an unfavourable climate licle produce can be
expelted from the fvil, which being thin and barren,
the corn is of a (hrivelled kind like rye, and the grafs
intermixed with a cold fpongy mofs.  There are tracks,
however, to the fouthward, which are fertile; and, in
general, the f01l is adapted to the produce of hemp and
flax. The timber is, in general, very proper for fhip
building.

There are the fame animals here as in the neighbour-
ing provinces, as deer, beavers, otters, wild fowl, and
all fpecies of game, Many kinds of European qua-
drupeds and fowls have been fent here from time to
time, and thrive well.  The fith begin to fpawn at the
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| range of cod fifhing banks, and excellent large har-
bours.

This country has often reverted from one private
proprietor to another, and from the French to the Eng-
lilh nation. It was ceded to the French by the treaty
of Breda in 1661 ; but being afterwards taken by the
Englifh, it was, by the treaty of Utreche, yiclded up
to them.

From divers political motives, a refolution was taken
in the year 1749, to form a fettlement in this province
at the expence of government, Purfuant to the fame,
goco Britith families were tranfported hither, and a
town was ere@ed on the Bay of Chebufo, and called
Hallifax, in honour of the Earl of Hallifax, to whofe
wildom and care we owe this fettlement.

The town of Hallifax is very commodioufly (ituated
for the fithery, and has a communication with molt
parts of the province, cither by land carriage, the fea,
or navigable rivers, with an excellent harbour for thip-
ping. It has an intrenchment, ftrengthenéd with fores
of umber. The trade of the inhabitants is in fifh,
furs, and naval ftores.

The other towns of lefs note are Annapolis-Royal,
which, though but fmall, was once the capital of the
province. It has one of the fincft harbours in America,
capable of containing 1000 vefiels to anchor, in the
utmoft fecurity.

St. John's 1s a new fettlement at the mouth of the
river of that pame.

Before Canada was ceded to the Englifh, that colony
fuffered greatly from the incurfions of the Indians, in-
fomuch that the people could hardly extend themfelves
beyond the reach of the cannon of the fort, or attend
their works, even in that confined circle; without the
greateft danger.

In the year 1784 this province was divided into two
governments, viz. New Scotland and New Brunfwick,
The latter is bounded on the weftward of the river St,
Croix by the faid river to its fource, and by a line drawn
due north from thence to the fouthern boundary of
Quebec; to the northward of the fame boundary as far
as the weltern extremityjof the Bay of Chaleurs; to the
caftward by the faid bay to the Gulph of St. Lawrence,
to the bay called Bay Verte; to the fouth by a line in
the center of the Bay of Fundy, from the center of St.
Croix aforefaid to the mouth of the Mufquat river; by
the faid river to its fource, and from thence by a due
eaft line acrofs the ifthmus into the Bay Verte, to Jjoin
the eaftern lot above defcribed, including all iflands
within fix Jeagues of the coaft.

Since the conclufion of the American war, the emi-

clofe of March, when they enter the rivers in vaft
fhoals, Herrings come up in April, and falmon in
May. But the moft valuable appendage to Nova
Scotia is Cape-Sable coalt, along which is one continued

gration of loyalilts to this province from the United
States has been very great. By them new towns have
been raifed, particularly Shelburne, which extends two
miles on the water-fide, contains a great number of
houles, and many thoufand inhabitants,

CHA

UNITED STATES or

INTRODUCTION.

ITHOUT entering on the particulars relative

to the war between (-rc:\an and her Ame-

rican “Colonies, which terminated the eftablithment

of the United States of America, as thefe are univer-

fally known, it may fuffice, by way of introduétion to

this part of our work, to renfark, that on the 4th of

July, 1776, the congrefs publifbed a folemn declara-

tion, feuing forth the caufes of their withdrawing their
allegiarce from the crown of Great Britaln,

They ttated, in the name, and by the authority, of

the united colonies of New Hampfhire, Maffachufett’s
. B

| SRS
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Bay, Rhode Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con-
necticut, New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, De-
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Georgia, that they then were, and, of
right, ought, to be Free.and Independent States, and
that, as fuch, they had full power to levy war, con-
clude peace, contract alliances, eftablilh commeree,
and perform all other aéts and things, which indepen-
dent ftates may of right do. They alfo publithed arti-
cles of confederation and perpetual union between the
united colonies, in which they affumed the tide of
“ The United States of America,”

For
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For the more convenient management of the general
interefts of thefe ftates, it was determined, that dele-
gares fhould be annually appointed in fuch manner as
the legiflature of each ftate fhould dire&, to meet in
congrefs on the firft Monday in November of every
year, with a power referved in each ftate to recall its
delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year,
or to fend others in their ftead, for the remainder of the
year. In determining queftions in the United States,
in congrefs affembled, each ftate is to have one vote.
Every ftate is to abide by the determination of the
United States in congrefs affembled, on all queftions
fubmitted to them by the confederation. The articles
of the confederation are to be inviolably obferved by
every ftate, and the union is to be perpetual : nor is any
alteration, at any time hereafter, to be made in any of
them, unlefs fuch alteration be agreed to in a congrefs
of the United States, and to be afterwards confirmed
by the legiflature of every ftate,

On the 3oth of Janhuary, 1778, the French King
concluded a treaty of amity and commerce with the
Thirteen United Colonies of America, as independent
ftates. Holland acknowledged them as fuch April rg,
1782 : and on the joth of November 1782, provifional
articles were figned at Paris by the Britith and Ameri-
can commiffioners, in which -his.Britannic Majefty ac-
knowledged the thirteen colonies to be free, fovereign,
and independent ftates; and thefe articles were after-
wards ratified by a definitive treaty. Sweden acknow-

ledged them as fuch February 5, 1783; Denmark 25th
of -February, 1783; Spain in March, and Ruffia in
July, 1783.

SECTION L
NEW ENGLAND.

Situation, Extent. Boundaries. Divifions. Climate. Soil,
Produce. Articles of Exportation and Importation, In-
land Trade. Religion. Govermment, Defeription of
particular Colonies and Towns,

EW England is fituated between the 41t and 45th
degrees of north latitude, and 67th and 7 3d de-
grees of welt longitude. It is bounded by Canada on
the north-weft; by Nova Scotta, or Arcadia, on the
north-eafl; by the Atlantic Ocean on the ealt and
fouth ; and by the province of New York on the weft;
being 550 miles long. It comprehends four colonies,
viz. New Hampfhire, Maflachufetts Bay, Rhode
Ifland and Providence Plantation, and Conne&icut.

The fummers in New England are but of fhort dura-
tion, For the fpace of two months the fky is perfeétly
clear, which renders the country fo healthy, that it is
faid to agree better with Britith conftitutions than any
other of the American provinces. The winters are here
long and fevere, the wind often boifterous, and the air
extremely (harp, but not intolerable. Naturalifts af-
cribe the early approach, and the length and feverity of
the winters, to the large frefh water-lakes lying to the
north-weft of New England, which bei conftantly
frozen over from the beginning of Novc“rr‘sxr to June
or July, occafion thofe piercing winds, which prove fo
fatal to mariners on this cod%. Towards the fea the
land is generally low, and frequently marthy; but in
the country it rifes into hills, and on the north-eaft be-
comes altogether rocky and mountainous.

The foil about the Maflachufetts Bay is black, and the
grafs rank, but the uplands are fruitfll. The fruits of
Old England come to great perfetion here; and the
country in general produces corn, pulfe, efculent plants,
Indian corn, and all kinds of timber. The oaks here
are inferior to thofe of Old England ; but the firs are of
a prodigious bulk ; and they draw from thefe and other
trccs..pltch. tar, rofin, turpentine, gums, and balm:
the foil alfo producing hemp and flax, a fhip may be
built, and ggged out, with the produce thereof,
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There is hete great abundance and variety of fowl, as
geefe, ducks; turkies, hens, partridges, wid;eom,
{wans, herons, heathcocks, pigeons, &c. nor is the
feathered kind in greater plenty than the quadrupedsy
more immediately neceffary to human fubfiftence and
convenience. All kinds of European cattle thrive and
multiply exceedingly. The horfes of the province are
hardy, mettlefome, and ferviceable, but fmall. Here
are alfo elks, deer, hares, rabbits; fquirrels, beavers,
otters, monkies, racoons, fables, bears, wolves, foxes,
together with a variety of other tame and wild quadru-
peds : but the moft extraordinary of thefe animals is the
mofe; or moofe deer; the black fpecies of which is
about 12 feet high, with four horns, and broad palms,
fome diftant near 12 feet from the tip of one horn to
the other. His body is about the fize of a bull; his
neck refembles a ftag’s; his tail is fomewhat longer,
and his flefh extremely grateful. The light-coloured
moofe, called- wampoon by the Indians, is of a fmaller
ftature, and much more common than the black. The
rattle-fnake is another natural curiofity of New Eng-
land, though not peculiar to it.

The furrounding feas, and interfecting rivers, afford
abundance of fith; confequently there are many fifh-
eries, particularly for cod and mackarel. .

Sugar-baking, diftilling, paper-making, and the
fale-works, are improveable; and the iron-mines are
confiderable.

The, people export bifcuit, meal, falt provifions;
fometimes cattle and horfes, planks, hoops, fhingles,
pipe-ftaves, butter, cheefe, grain, oil, tallow, tur-
pentine, bark, calf-fkins, tobacco, apples, cyder, and
onions. They import, in return, fugar, cotton, gin-
ger, and various other commodities, From Europe
they import wine, filks, woollen cloths, toys, hard-
ware, linen, ribbons, ftuffs, laces, paper, houfehold
furniture, hufbandry tools of all kinds, cordage, hats,
ﬂockings, fhoes, and India goods. They manufa&ture
coarfe linen and woollen cloth for their own ufe, Hats
are alfo made here, and find a good fale in the other
colonies. The bufinefs of fhip-building was one of
the greateft and molt profitable employments of this
country., )

The inland trade, befides mafts, yards, and provi-
fions of all kinds, confifts chiefly of furs, and the fkins
of beavers and martins, The furs and fkins are brought
in by the Indians, efpecially thofe on the rivers Penob-
fcot and St. John.

In New England every fe& of Chriftians is allowed
the free exercile of their own mode of religion, and is
equally under the proteétion of law.

With refpect to the government of New England
previous to the revole of the coloni¢s, the appointment
of a governor, licutenant-governor, fecretary, and all
the officers of the admiralty, was vefted in the crown.
The power of the militia was wholly in the hands of
the governor as captain-general.  All judges, juftices,
and fheriffs, to whom the execution of the law was en-
trufted, were nominated by the governor, with
advice of the council. The governor had a negative
on the choice of counfellors, preremptory and unlimit-
ed. He was not obliged to give a reafon for what he
did in this particular, or reftrained to any number, Au-
thentic copies of the fever:l ats pafled by this colony,
as well as others, were tranfmitted to the court of Eng-
land for the royal approbation: but if the laws of this
colony were not repealed within three years after they
were prefented, they were not repezlable by the erown
after that time. No laws, ordinances, elections of ma-
giftrates, or aéts of government whatfoever, were va-
lid without the governor’s confent in writing.

But this mode of government has been torally chang-
ed with the revolugion that fince took place, ®f which
we have already given an account. It was on the 25th
of July, 1776, that, by an order from the couneil ae
Bofton, the declaration of the American congg& ab-
folving the united colonies from their allegiance'te
Britifh crown, and declaring them free and independe;
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was publicly proclaimed from the balcony of the ftate
houfe in that town.

A conftitution, or form of government, for the com-
mon wealth of Maflachufett’s, including a declaration
of rights, was agreed to, and took place, in October,
1780. This government was formed abfolutely upon
rcpgblicm principles, both in a civil and religious

The Maffachufetts colony received its name from the
Indians who inhabited thefe parts when the Englith
firft came hither. It is fubdivided into the provinces
of Plymouth, Maflachufetts Proper, and Maine.

Plymouth province is divided into the counties of
Briftol, Plymouth, and Barnftaple, Briftol, the chief
town of the county of that name, is large and populous,
has a commodious harbour, and is well fituated for
trade.

In the province of Maffachufetts Proper are the
counties of Suffolk, Middlefex, and Effex. Their
chief towns arc Bofton, Cambridge, and: Salem.

Bofton is not only the chief town of Maffachufetts
Proper, but of all New England. It ftands on a penin-
fula ac the bottom of Maffachufetts Bay, about eight
miles from its mouth, and is well fortified. The ap-

roach to the' harbour by fhipping is narrow, but within
it there is room enough for 500 fail to lie at anchor, in
a good depth of water. On one of the iflands of the
bay ftands fort William, the moft regular fortrefs be-
longing to the United States. No fhip can approach
the town without paffing direcly under the guns of the
fort. About two leagues from the city is a light-houfe,
erected on a rock. At the bottom of the bay, which
is very fpacious, is a pier, near 2000 feet in length, with
a row of merchants warchoufes on the north fide. The
city lies in the fhape of a half-moon round the harbour,
being in length about two miles, and in fome places near
threg quarters of a mile broad. The principal ftrect
tuns from the pier up to the town-houfe, which is a
handfome building, with walks for the merchants,
This edifice contains the courts of juftice, the council-
chamber, and the houfe of reprefentatives. There are
fome places of public worthip, and other ftructures,
both fpacious and elegant.

Cambridge Town, commonly called Newton, is
{ituated on the northern branch of Charles’s river, about
three miles from Bofton, in which are feveral good
ftreets: but it is moft confiderable for its univerfity,
confifting of two colleges, called by the names of Ha-
verford College and Stoughton-Hall. The univerfity
is governed by a prefident, five fellows, and the treafu-
rer, who have cach of them a competent revenue fettled
on them.

At Lexington, in the county of Middlefex, the firlt
blood was fhed in the unhappy conteft between Great
Britain and the colonies. Charles Town, oppofite to
Bofton, was fet on fire in the attack of Bunker's Hill,

Salem is fituated on a plain between two rivers, on
each of which it has a harbour about 18 miles north of

"Bofton. Its principal bufinefs is (hip-building, particu-
lafly the conftruction of fifhing-fmacks,

The province of Maine contains the two counties of
York and Cornwall, of which the chief towns are Scar-
borough and Falmouth,

The chief towns of the province of New Hamphire
are Hampton, Portfmouth, and Exeter, all of which
lie near the mouth of the river Pifcataqua.

The colony of Conneéticut is about 100 miles in
length, and 70 in breadth, Conneicut River, which
is one of the largeft in New England, runs through the
heart of the provincey and is navigable about 40 miles
for large veflels, and much farther for fmall ones,
This colony abounds in metals and naval ftores, efpe-
cially timber, and has many good ports. The colony
is divided into four counties, and its chief towns are
Newhaven, Hertford, and New London.

Newhaven (tands upon the coaft, and has a college
for academical learning, called Yale-Hall, pretty well
endowed, and furnithed with a good library.

Hertford is a handfome, populous town, fituated on
the barks of Connecticut River,

New London is a town of good trade, fituated on the
weft fide, apd near the mouth of the river, called
Thames.

Connecticut is deemed, in proportion to its extent,
to exceed every other colony of America, as well in
the abundance of people, as cultivation of foil. The
men, in general, are robuft, ftout, and tall The
greateft care is taken of the limbs and bodies of infants,
which are kept ftraic by means of a board; a praétice
learned of the Indian women ; fo that deformity is here
a rarity. The women are handfome and genteel in
their perfons, and modeft and referved in their beha-
viour, They do not follow idle amufements, but em-
ploy their time in fuch purfuits as tend to the improve-
ment of the mind. The people here are very hofpita-
ble to ftrangers.

In no part of the world are the people in general fo
independent, or poffefs more of the conveniencies of
life, than in New England. ' They are ufed, from
their infancy, to the exercife of arms: and before the
conteft with the mother country, they had a militia
which was by no means contemptible: but their mili-
tary ftrength is now much more confiderable.

The colony of Rhode Ifland comprehends a diftriét
on the continent, called Providence Plantation. The
ifland, which is about 13 or 16 miles long, and about
four or five broad, is called the Paradife of New Eng-
land, from the fruitfulnefs of the foil, and the tempe-
ratenefs of the climate.

Providence Plantation, which lies oppofite to Rhode

Ifland, is about 20 miles fquare, and has two large
towns, one of which is called Providence, and the
other Warwick,

The lovers of literature cannot but feel a fatisfadtion
when they are reminded that, notwithftanding the cala-
mities of a war, carried on with the utmoft animofity
by the parties engaged on each fide, the council and
houfe of reprefentatives of Maflachuletts Bay, fed
an aét in May 1780, for incorporating and eftablifhing
a fociety for the cultivation and promotion of thé arts
and fciences, intitled “ The American Academy of
Arts and Sciences,”

SECTION I
N &-W -F - 0: 8%

HE colony of New York is fituated between 40
T and 46 degrees of north latitude. Its length is
about 300 miles, and its breadth about 150. This
pravince, including the Ifland of New York,
LNand, and Staten Wand, is divided into the ten fol-
lowing counties, New York, Albany, Ulfter, Duchefs,
Orange, Weft Chefter, King's, Queen’s, Suffolk, and
Richmond, The chief towns are New York, Albany,
and Schnectady. ;

The principal rivers are Hudfons, the Mohawk, and
the Delaware, The former abounds with excellent
harbours and a great variety of fith. On the Mohawk
is a large cataract, called the Cohoes, or great Water-
fall.  "This Jurprifing catara& is a quarter of a mile
broad, and®%o fect deep, The water precipitating it-
felf from feveral rocks which projeét from the reft, falls
down on every fide in torrents, and being broken near
the bottom by many feparate crags, nifes in-a white
froth. From the whole arifes a mifty cloud, that de-
fcends like fmall rain, and exhibits, when the fun fhines,
a beaptiful rainbow. The chief lakes are George,
Champlain, and Ontaria,

As New York lics to the fouthward of New England,
it enjoys a more happy temperature of dlimate. The
air of this province is very }alutary. The face of the
country, refembling that of the neighbouring colonies,
is low, flat, and marfby, towards the fea. As you re-
cede from the coaft, the eye is entertained with the

gradual
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gradual fwelling 8¢ hills, which become large in pro-
portion as you advance into the country.

The foil is very fertile in moft parts of the province,
producing wheat, rye, Indian corn, barley, flax, and
fruits, in.great abundance and perfeétion. The timber
is nearly the fame with that of New England. A great
deal of iron, and ‘of excellent quality, is found here.

The animals, in' general, of this province, are the
fame with thofe of New England.

The city 6f New York ftands on the fouth-weft end
of York Ifland, which is about twelve miles long, and
three broad, and extremely well fituated for trade, at
the mouth of Hudfon’s River, being a noble convey-
ance from Albany, and many other towns towards Ca-
nada and the lakes. This city is about a mile in length,
and half a mile in breadth. The city and harbour are
defended by a fort and battery. In the fort is a fpacious

» manfion-houfe for the ufe of the governor. Some of

the houfes are elegant; and the city, though irregularly
built, affords a fine profpect. A fourth part of the city
was burnt down by fome incendiaries in 1776, on the
King's troops taking it. A great part of the inhabitants
are defcended from the Dutch families who remained
here after the furrender of the New Netherlands to the
Englith.

glo part of America is better fupplied with markets,
abounding with great plenty.and variety of provifions.
It is at once the metropolis and grand mart of the pro-
vince, and, by its ‘commodious fituation, commands
alfo the trade of the weftern part of Connecticut, and
that of Eaft Jerfey, No feafon prevents fhips from
putting to féa ; and during the fevereft part of the win-
ter, an equal alivity runs through all ranks, orders,
and employments.’

The town of New Albany is fitvated on the weftern
banks of Hudfon's River, about 150 miles from New
Ydek. The houfes are buile with brick in the Dutch
tafte. The public buildings are two churches, the fort,
and town-hall.

Saratoga, a fmall fort to the northward of Albany,
was the place where a combined army of T(h and
Heflians, furrendered prifoners of war to th& Ameri-
cans, in O&ober 1777.

About 16 miles north-weft of Albany lies Schenec-
tady, ficuate on the banks of the Mohawk River. Itis
compaét and regularly built. It has a large Dutch
church; and the windings of the river through the
place and the adjacent fields, which are overflowed in
the fpring, form a moft beautiful profpeét about harveft
time. The lands are remarkably fertile.
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the Englith, and Surinam to the Dutch.” The New
Netherlands had not been long in our poffeffion before
they were divided into provinces, and New York took
its nae from the king’s brother James duke of York,
to whom his majefty granted it, with full powers of

vernment by letters patent. On the accefion of king
James to the throne this province became a royal go-
vernment. The king appointed the governor and
council, and the people, once in feven years, eleéted
their reprefentatives to ferve in general affémblies.
Thefe three branches of the legiflature had power to
make any laws not repugnant to thofe of England, but
in order to their being valid, the royal affent was firft
to be obtained. . ‘

In 1777 the fupréme legiflative power was vefted in
two feparate and diftinét bodies of men; the one to be
called “ The affembly of the State of New  York,”
to confift of feventy members annually chofen by bal-
lot; and the other, “ The Senate of the State of New
York,” to confift of twenty-four for four years, who
together were to form the legiflature, and to meet once
at leaft in every yeaf for the difpatch of bufinefs. The
fupreme executive power was to be vefted in a gover-
nor, who was to continue in office three years, affifted
by four counfellors chofen by -and from the fenate.
Every male inhabitant of full age who fhould poffefs a
frechold of the value of twenty pounds, or have rent-
ed a tenement of the yearly value of forty fhillings,
and been rated and have paid taxes to the ftate for fix
months preceding the elettion, was entitled to vote for
members of the affembly ; but thofe who voted for the
governor and members of the fenate were to be pof-
fefled of frecholds of the value of one hundred pounds.
The delegates to the congrefs, the judges, &c. were
to be chofen by ballot of the fenate and affembly.

Before we clofe our account of this province, it will
be neceffary to obferve, that the north-weft parts of it
are inhabited by five Indian nations called Iroquois.
Thefe people, by their unanimity, firmnefs, military
fkill .nr policy, -raifed themfelves to the greateft and
moft formidable power in America.

As their manner of carrying on war is implacable
and barbarous, they reign the lords of a prodigious
defert inhabited only by a few fcattered infignificant
tribes, whom they have permitted to live out of a con-
tempt of their power, and who are in the loweft ftate
of fubjection.

Every nation of the Iroquois is a diftint republic,
governed by their fachems, or civil magiftrates, in times
of peace, and by their warriors or captains in their

ied between 40 Kingfton has a number of inhabitants, and is a well- || wars: but their chiefs never refolve on, or execure,
Its length is built town. any thing of importance without confulting the heads

ut 150. This With refpect to religion, it is ordained by the late || of their tribes. .

r York, conftitution of New York, that the free exercife of They.are very ftri® in obferving the oaths they

» the ten fol- flion and worfhip, without difcrimination or pre- || fwear to each other, efpecially thofe which their war-

Ifter, Duchefs, ference, fhall be allowed by that ftate to all mankind. || riors make of ftanding by onc another to the laft. Thefe

» Suffolk, and About the year 175§ acollege was ereéted by the affem- || they keep to fuch a degree as to hazard their lives to

Vork, Albany, bly; but the members being at that time divided into || refcue the bare carcafes of their fallen brethren.

parties, it was formed on a contraéted plan, and for They commonly make a kind of feaft over the grave,
Mohawk, and that reafon never met with the encouragement which || and put into it wheat, tolacco, and every thing they
with excellent might naturally have been expeéted of a public femi- || think the deceafed may want in the other world.
| the Mohawk nary in fo populous a city. The women are very prolific, yet they do moft “of
+ great Water- The commerce of New York does not effentially |} the drudgery, fuch as grinding the wheat, fetching of
irter of a mile differ from that of New England. The chief commo- “wood, water, and the like. The children are often fo
recipitating it dities of trade are wheat, flour, barley, oats, beef, || ftubborn, that if they are found faule with, the girls
n the reft, falls and other kinds of animal food. They have a fhare in || will difpatch themfelves with fome 'Poifonous weed, and
g broken near the log-wood trade, and that which is carried on with || the boys with a gun. The bulinefs of the men is hune-

the Spanifh and French plantations. Their European || ing, going to war, building their huts, felfing timber,
cloud, that de- trade is the fame with that of New England, and they || tilling the ground, and the like.

the fun fhines, import the fame fpecies of commodities.

i are George, .The Dutch Swedes were the firft Europeans who SECTION IIL
formed fettlements on this part of the American coaft.

ifes in a white

New England, They called it the New Netherlands, and continued in N'EW JERSE.)Y.
dimate. The pofleflion of it till the relqn of Charles II. when it

he face of the was taken by the Englilh in 1664. The Dutch, to THlS province is fituated between 39 and 43 deg.
uring colonies, balance this conqueft, made themfelves mafters of Su- of north latitude. It is bounded on the north by

. As you re- rinam, then belonging tothe Englith. At the treaty || New York, on the fouth by Delaware Bay, on the eaft
ined with the of Breda in 1667 the New Netherlands were ceded to || by the Adantie Ocean, and on the weft by Pennfylva-

gradua] 4 hia.



496 - A NEW, ROYAL, axo AUTHENTIC SYSTEM or UNIVERSAL GEOGRAPHY.

nia. It is about 160 miles in length, and near 60 in
breadth.

New Jerfey comprifes two divifions, eaft and weft.
The eaft divifion contains the counties of Middlefex,
Monmouth, Effex, Somerfet and Bergen. The weft
thofe of Burlington, Gloucefter, Salém, Cumberland,
Cape May, Huntingdon, Morrisand Suffex.

The principal rivers are the Delaware, Raritan and
Paffaick. On the latter is a ftupendous cataraét. The
height of the rock from which the water falls is about
70 feet perpendicular, and the breadth of the river at
the fall 8o yards.

The air of New Jerfey is falubrious, and the climate
nearly the fame with that of New York ; but the fum-
mers are fomething longer, and the cold in winter lefs
fevere. The fg#is various: one fourth of the pro-
vince is barrenfffandy land; the other is good, and fome
of it very fertle.

The animal¥ind vegetable productions here are, in
general, the fame with thofe in New England. The
fandy parts of the country produce pines and cedars,

Yxand the arable lands good crops of excellent wheat,
barley, rye, Indian corn, &c. together with a great
variety of delicious fruits.

In the country of Bergen there is a very valuable
copper mine, which is worked to great advantage ; ex-
cellgnt iron ore is alfo found in feveral parts of the pro-
vince,

The foreign trade of this province is not extenfive,
owing principally to its vicinity to the large trading
towns of New York and Philadelphia. The principal
exports are, wheat, flour, copper ore, pig and bar iron,
and black cattle, which they drive in great numbers to
Philadelphia, on the rich paftures of which they are fed
for fome time before they are fent to market and
Killed.

The chief towns in New Jerfey are, Perth-Amboy
and Burlington. They were once feats of govern-
ment, but the governors generally refided at the laer.
Perth-Amboy 1s commodioufly fituated at the mouth
of the river Raritan. “The town is not very large, but
the houfes are neat, and fome of them clegant. It has
a good port, and the harbour is fafe and capacious to
contain many large fhips.

Burlington is pleafantly firvated in a fmall ifland
formed by the river Delaware, about twenty miles from
Philadelphia. It ftands commodioufly for trade, is well
built, has a large town-houle, and two bridges (called
London and York bridges) over the branch of the De-
laware, which feparates it from the main land.

New Jerfey was part of the New Netherlands, which,
as before obferved, was given by Charles 11. to his bro-
ther James duke of York. He fold it 10 lord Berk-
ley and Sir George Carteret, and as the latter was be-
fore pofiefied of eftates in the ifland of Jerfey, the fame
name was given to this province. It was fold by thefe
proprietors to others, who, in the year 1502, furren-
dered dheir charter to Queen Anne, after which it be-
came a royal government. From that time to the re-
volt of the oulonies its government was much the fame

s that of the colonies in general. Buc by the new
charter of rights eftablifhed in.1776, it is vefled in a
governor, legiflative council, and general alfembly.
The members of zhe legiflative council are to be free-
holders, and worth at leait 1000l. real perfonal eftate,
and the members of the general afflembly to be worth
sool.

All inhabitants worth gol. are entitled to vote for
reprefentative 1 council and affembly, and for all
other public officer I'he governor and heutenant-
governor to be chofen out of, and by, the affembly and
council. The judges of the fupremg, court are chofen
for feven years, the officers of the executive power for
five years, and the provincial trealurer for lenly one
yoar

All religious feéts are tolerated here, and enjoy tleir
refjeftive tenets and modes of worfhip without nio-
Ieitation,

In the year 1746, governor Beldrier founded a col-
lege at Prince-Town, ahd procured it the privilege of
confefring degrees in the fame manner as at Oxford or
Cambridge. Before the late unhappy diffentions ftu-
dents came here from all parts of the continent.

SECTION IV,
PENNSYLVANIA.

HIS province is fituated between 39 and 44 deg.

L. of north latitude, and 72 and 78 deg, of welt
longitude. It is about 300 miles in length and 240 in
breadth. It is bounded on the north by the country of
the Iroquois, on the fouth by Maryland, on the eaft
by the river Delaware, and on the weft by the river
Ohio.

Pennfylvania is divided into feven counties. The
upper are thofe of Buckingham, Philadelphia, Chefter
and Lancafter : the three lower counties are, Newcaftle,
Kent and Suffex. Thefe, though originally appertain-
ing to Pennfylvania, have a feparate government of
their own, and as fuch were diftinguithed ac the eftab-
lithment of the United States of America, bei fpe-
cified in the lit of thofe ftates under the appellaton of
“ The State of Delaware,” as they are firuated on the
river of that name.

The chief rivers are the Delaware, which is naviga-
ble more than 200 miles above Philadelphia. The
Sufquehana and Sciyylkill, which are alfo navigable a
confiderable way up Hie country. Thefe rivers, with
the numerous creeks and harbours in Delaware Bay,
are admirably fuited to the trade of the province.

The air of this country is fweet, ferene, and clear.
Autumn fets in about the 20th of O&ober; winter the
beginning of December, and continues till March,
during which the weather is extremely cold, the frofts
being very intenfe. Spring begins in March, and con-
tinves till June. The fummer feafon inclodes the
months of July, Auvguflt, and September, when the
heat would be intolerable, were it not mitigated by
frequent cool breezes,

The foil is fertile, protucing a variety of trees, fruits,
and vegetables in general.  “The animal | produétions
are much the fame with thole of New England.

It may be remarked in general, that in-all the plan-
tations from New York to the fouthern extremity, the
woods are full of vines of divers fpecies, and all differ-
ent from thofe we have in Europe. But whether from
fome defect in cheir nature, or want.of fkill in the plan-
ters, they have not been known to produce any wine
that deferves to be mentioned ; though the Indians
from them make a kind of wine with which they regale
themiclves. It may further be obferved, that the tim-
ber of the fouthern colonies is not fo good for fhippi
as that of the northern, becaufe it is lefs compatt, u’:g
fplits more eafily; properties which, though léfs fer-
viceable in fhip-building, render jt more ufeful for
flaves and wainfcotting.

The province of Pennfylvania contains many confi-
derable citics and towns, as German Town, Chefter,
Oxford, Radnor, &c. But the city of Philadelphia
ftands unrivalled in America, and therefore deferves
principal attention. It was buile after the plan of the
famous Penn, the founder and legiflator of this colony,
and lies between two navigable rivers, the Delaware,
which terminates it on the north, and the Skoolkill on
the fouth. It forms an oblong of near two miles in
length.  The fireets are wide and {pacious, and exaétly
ftrait and parallel to each other. The houfes are, in
general, well built, and make a handfome appearance,
feveral of the public buiklings being elegant. Every
owner of 1coo acres has his houle in one of the two fronts
facing the river, or in the high ftreet, running from the
middie of the one front to the middle of the other, In
the center of the city is a fquare of ten acres, encom-
pafied by the town houfe and other public buildings.
[Mere are noble barracks, and a fpacious quay, wich
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wet and dry docks for building and repairing thips ;
befides magazines, warehoufes, and all other conve-
niences for exporting and importing merchandize.
The governor's feat is a moll magnificent building.
In a word, nothing can well appear more beagtiful
than this city and the adjacent country, which, for
fome miles, may be compared to a fine and flourifh-
ing garden,

The other towns in Pennfylvania arg German Town,
Oxford, Radnor, Chefter, Chichefte?, and Newcafltle,
German Town isa thriving, populous place, inhabited
moftly by Germans.. At Chefter and Chichelter are
ports fufficient to receive and fecure the largeft fleets
from ftorms. - Newcaflle carries on a confiderable
trade, and has an iron mine in its neighbourhood,

This country, forming a part of what was called
the New Netherlands, was originally poffeffed by the
Dutch and Swedes. After-Admiral Penn, who, in
conjunttion with Colonel Venables, had fome years
before taken the Ifland of Jamaica, being in favour
with Charles the Sccond, obtained a promife of this
country from that monarch,

Upon his death his fon, the celcbrated quaker,
claimed the royal promife, and, after a tedious court
folicitation, obtained the grant of this province in
1679, and called it l’e‘:nl’ylvama, or Penit's Country,
The fituation of the ¥hes induced great numbers to
follow him into his new fettlement, to avoid the per-
fecutions to which the quakers were then particularly
expoled. But it was to his own wifdom and ability
that lhc{' were indebted for that charter of privileges
which placed this colony on fo refpetablc a footing.
That great man kid down civil and religious liberty
as the chief foundation of all his inftitutions. His
generolity extended to the Indian nations; for inftead
of taking immediate advantage of his patent, he pur-
chafed of them the lands he had obtained by grant ;
judging that the original property, and eldeft right,
were vefted in them, By this a&t of juftice in the
beginning, he rendered all his future dealings with
thofe people fuccefsful. Prepoffeffed with a favour-
able opinion of him as to his defigns; they were fo far
from annoying the fettlers, that they were ready to
give them aflilance whenever it was wanted. In fine,
Mr. Penn, by purfuing an equitable plan, foon citab-
lifhed this colony, which may be faid to have attained
to a degree of fuperiority over the reft.

There were in the city of Philadelphia a great
mumber of wealthy merchants, which is not furprifing,
when we confider the great trade which it carried on
with divers nations in different quarters of the globe,
The imports and exports, therefore, mult have been
very confiderable.

The general congrels affembled at the city of Phila-
delphia in 1774, and continued their meetings till it
was taken by the Britifh arms in 1777. But the enfu-
ing fammer the Britith troops retreated to New York,
and the congrefs met at Philadelphia as before.

By the conftitution eftablifhed by general conven-
tion at Philadelphia, in September, 1776, the fupreme
legiflative power of Pennfylvaniais vefted in an affem-
bly of reprefentatives, chofen annually by ballot; and
the executive power in a prefident and council of
twelve, chofen by the freemen. Delegates to congrefs
are chofen by ballot, out of, and by, the affembly.

The legiflature of the ftate of Delaware is, by the
c¢onvention in the fame year and month as the former,
compofed of twe diftintt bodies; the houfe of affem-
bly, chofen annually by the freeholders of the counties
of Newcaftle, Kent, and Suffex; and the council of
nine members, cﬁ»fen in like manner. The executive

wer is a prefident, chofen out of the general affem-

ly by joint ballot, and a privy council of two of the
legiflative council, and two of the houfe of affembly.
Delegates to copgrefs are annually to be clefted by,
and out of, the general affembly, by ballot; and the
officers of fate, civil and military, chofen by the
prefident and general affembly.
No. 46.
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Religious liberty is founded in Pennfylvania on the
molt ample bafis, fo that here are Chriftians of all de-
nominations, and they live together in the utmoft har-
mony. In the fmall town of Ephrata,in the county of
Suflex, there is an extraordinary religious feét called
Dunkards, a very barmlefls afd inoffenfive fet of peo-
ple.

A German hermit, who fettled on the fpot where
Ephrata is now builty was the founder of this fefl. The
fame of his folitude infpired fome of his countrymen
with curiofity ; and the fimplicity of his life, with the
picty of his converfation, induced them to join and
imitate him. A people who leave their native conntry
to enjoy liberty of confcience can bear all fubfequent
mortifications. The Germans of both fexes, who
joined the hermit, ﬁ)(mJaccuﬂumcd themlelves to his
way of thinking, and confequently to his manner of
living. Induftry became part of their duty,and divid-
ed their time with devotion. Their gains are thrown
into one common ftock, which fupplies all their exi-
gences, private as well as public.  Their families are
cloiftered up by themfélves in a feparate part of the
town, the fituation of which is delightful, and {creens
them from the north wind. It is triangular, and fenced
round with thick rows of apple, beech, and cherry
trees, befides having an orchard in the middle, The
houfes, which are of wood, are moltly three ftories
high; and every perfon hasa feparate apartment, that
he may not be dilturbed in his (cholions. The women
never fee the men but at public worfhip, or when it is
neceflary to confult upon matters of public ceconomy.
Their garb is the mof{yf)lmplc that can well be imagin-
ed, being a- long white woollen gown in winter, and
linen in the fummer, with a cape, which ferves them

| for a hat, like that of a capuchin behind, and faflened

round the waift with a belt. Under the gown they wear
a waiftcoat of the fame materials, a coarfe fhirt, trow=
fers, and fhoes. The drefls of the women is the fame,
only, inQ‘Jd of trowfers, they wear petticoats; and
whew'they leave their nunnery (for fuch it is) they
muffle up their faces in their capuchins. The diet of
the Dunkards confifts chiefly of vegetables: but it is
no principle with them to abflain from animal fodd,
only they think that fuch abRinence is moft agrecable
to a Chriltian life. This temperance emaciates their
bodies, and, as the men fuffer their beards to grow to
their full length, gives them a hollow ghaltly appear-
ance. Their beds are no better than benches ; a little
wooden block ferves them for a pillow; and they cele-

| brate public worfhip twice everyglay, and as often
| every night. But though, fuch mddes of life appear

abfurd and impraflicable, the Dunkards are far from
being extravagant. Their chapel is very decent : and
they have, upon a fine fiream, a grift-mill, a paper-
mill, an oil-mill, and a mill for pearl barley, all of
them molt ingenioufly conftruéled by themfelves.
They have even-a printing-office, They are, efpeci-
ally the nuns, extremely ingenious in working, and in
embellifhments of all forts. Though the two fexes live
feparate from each other in their town, the Dunkards
are far from being averfe to matrimony. In this cafe
the parties muft, indeed, leave the town; but.they are
fupplied out of the public fund with whatevér is ne-
ceflary for their fettling clfewhere. This feél, among
themfelves, know nothing but harmeny and mutual
affettion; every one chearfully performs the tafk of
induftry affigned him; and their holpitality to ftran-
gers is unbounded ; but their principles forbid them
to receive the fmalleft recompence,

Among the feveral different (eéts in Philadelphia,
that of the Moravians is none of the lealt confider-
able. The wildnels and extravagance of this fedl are
well known-all over Europe; but though they have
a kind of chapel here, their principal fettlement is at
a place called Bethlehem, near fixty miles from the
¢ity of Philadelphia,
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SECTION V.
MARYLAND.

THIS province is fituated between 38 and 4o de-
grees of north latitude, and between 74 and 8o
degrees well longitude, It is about 140 miles in
length, and 135 in breadth; and is bounded by Penn-
fylvania on the north, by Virginia on the fouth, by
the Atlantic Ocean on the calt, and by the Apala-
chian mountains on the well.

Maryland is divided into two parts by the Bay of
Chefapeak, viz. the eaftern and weltern divifions.
The ecaftern divifion contains the counties of Wor-
cefter, Somerfet, Dorfet, Talbot, Cecil, Queen Anne’s,
and Kent. The weltern contains St. Mary’s, Charles,
Prince George, Calvert, Arundel, and Baltimore.

The air is exceflive hot in the fummer, and pinching
cold in the winter; but the latter is not of above three
months duration. The parts next the fea are very low,
but the interior diftri€ls are hilly. It is watered by in-
numerable fprings, forming a great many fine rivers,
of which the chief are Patowmack, Pocomoae, Patux-
hent, Severn, Cheptouk, Saffafras, Wicomoca, and St.
George. Thefe and other rivers, capable of receiv-
ing large fhips, with the numerous bays and creeks
that indent the land on every fide, give the feamen an
opportunity of bringing their veflels up to the planters
doors. The chief bays are thofe of Chefapeak and
Delaware; and the moft noted cape that of Henelopen,
at the entrance of Delaware Bay. The foil is fruitful,
and, as the rivers and brooks diffufe fertility, pro-
duces trees, plants, and gkain in abundange.

The chief commodity of Maryland is tobacco, of
which vaft cargoes, confilling of many thoufand hogf-
heads, are annually exported. This commodity forms
the medium of currency of Maryland, being received
in debts and taxes; and the infpettor’s notes fgr tobac-
co, delivered to him, are transferable. Aninduftrious
man can manage 60co plants of tobacco, and four
acres of Indian corn. The tobacco of this province,
called Oroonoko, is different from that of Virginia;
and though not much liked or ufed in England, yet,in
the eaftern and northern parts of Europe, it is prefer-
red before the fweet-feented tobacco of James and
York Rivers, in Virginia. Another confiderable com-
modity of Maryland is pork, the woods containing
vaft droves of wild fwine, which are gencrally of a
fmall fize. Good land in Maryland yiclds about 15
bufhels of wheat an acre, or 30 bufhels of Indian corn;
but the grain is fubjeél to the weevil, Great quantities
both of hemp and flax are raifed in this province;
and the meuntains yield abundance of iron ore, which
is run into pigs, and refined into iron. Maryland oak
is not greatly efteemed for building large fhips, but
is véry proper for flaves and fmall craft.

Their imports confift chiefly of wine from Madeira,
Fyal, and France; rum from Barbadoes, flaves from
Africa, and malt, beer, linens, woollens, utenfils of
every kind, and, in fhort, moft of the clegances, as
well as conveniences of life, from England.

The capital of this province is Annapolis; but tho'
the governor generally refides there, it is fmall and
inconfiderable.  Baltimore contains fome fcattered
buildings, and fcarcely merits the name of a town.

Maryland was difcovered in the year 1606, when
Virgimia was firlt planted, and, for fome time, was
cfteemed a part of \'nu_vnld, nll Klllg Charles 1. in

1632, granted all that part of Virginia, which lay north
of Patowmack River, to the Lord Baltimore, of the
kingdom of Ircland, and his heirs. The Baltimore
family were deprived of the governmeng of this pro-
vince during the civil wars in England, but recovered
it again at the refloration; and they Rill remain pro-
prictors. The eflate enjoyed by them here is the moft
confiderable of any fubje&t of Great Britain abroad ;
for, befides their plantations, they have certain re-

| venues granted to them by feveral- alfemblies, as a
| duty on each hogfhead of tobacco, and other in-
| comes, which, with the fale of lands, uncultivated
and unpurchaled, muflt amount, at prefent, to a very
confiderable funr'call)‘.

The firft adveffturers having been Roman Catholics,
followed by many families of that perfuafion, who came
over from England to avoid the penal laws, many of
the planters profels that religion. However,the church
of England was afterwards eftablifhed here; and
churches have not only been built, but parithes allot-
ted to them, with annual flipends to the minifters.

The Americans have large plantations, which pre-
vent the increale of towns. Indeed, each plantation
is a little town of itlelf, and can fubfift itfelf with pro-
vifions and necellaries ; every confiderable planter’s
warchoufe being like a fhop, where he fupplies inferior
planters, fervants, and labourers, and has commodi-
ties to barter for tobacco, &c. here being little money,
and little occafion for it, tobacco anfwering all the
ufes of gold and filver in trade, There is, indeed,
both Spanifh and Englith money, but then it ferves
but for pocket expences, &c, Here are but few
fhopkeepers that can be properly fo called, or who
may be faid to live by their trades.

Mot of the few Xnd)l’ans live on the eaft fhore, where
they have two or three little towns. They are employ-
| edin hunting for deer by the Americans.” The caufe of
| their diminifhing proceeded from their own perpetual
difcords and wars amongft themfelves. 'Tis obferva-
ble, that though they are very timorous, and cowardl
in fight, yet, when taken prifoners, and condemnc!,
they die like heroes, braving the moft exquifite tor-
tures, and finging all the time they are on the rack.

The government of Maryland, as fettled in 1776,
is now veltedin agovernor and five council, a fenate of
fifteen, and a houfe of delegates. All freemen, above
21 years of age, having a frechold of s0acres, or pro-
perty to the value of gol. have a right of fuffrage in
the eletlion of delegates.  All perfons appointed to
any office of profit or truft, are to fubferibe a decla-
ration of their belief in the Chriftian religion.

In 1782 a college was founded at Chelfter town in
this province, under the name of Wafhington Col«
lege, in honour of General Wathington,

SECTION VL /
VIRGINIA,

Situation. Extent. Boundaries. Divifions. . Rivers.
Climate. Soil. Produétions. Chief Towns. Difpo=
Jitions, Manners, Cufloms, Gc. of the Virginians, as
@ Specimen of the People of the Provinces in General,
Defeription of the Perfons, Manners, Cufloms, &¢.
of the Indians, original Inhabitants of America.

Tlll-', province of Virginia is fituated between 36
! and 40 degrees of north lat. and 74 and 8o de-
| grees well longitude, being about 750 miles in length,
and 240in breadih. Itis bounded on'the north by the
river Potomac, on the fouth by Carolina, on the ealt
| by the Bay of Chefapeak, and on the welt by the, Apa-
| lachian mountains, It is properly divided into four
parts, viz. the northern, the middle, the fouthern,
and the eaftern divifions, Each of thefe contains a
number of counties, towns, &c. of which we fhall
mention fuch as are moft worthy of notice.

The entrance to Virginia for fhipping is by Chefa-
peak Bay, which runs up 200 miles into the land.
Through this bay, alfo, all veffels muft pafs that are
bound to Maryland.

Thefour principal rivers in this country are James
River, York River, Raphannock, and Potomac.
Thele are not only navigable for large fhips into the
~heart of the country, but have fo many creeks, and
receive fuch anumber of fmaller navigable rivers, that
Virginia is, of all countries, the moft convenient for

navigation,

AMERICA.

navigation.
geration, tha
The clima
tutions, havi
frofts in win
ance, The
July, and A
rains; andtl
ginia contril
comers, and
of thunder 2
feldom atter
The foil, i
der it a loa
the quality
guifhed into
all which, hi
land warmer
lands are m
bacco. Th
poor. Upo
with every {
of the inhab
The anim
otters, foxet
Mthe frefh wa
catching th
ftocked witl
bears, wolv¢
and rabbits
land; befid
what bike th
andthemufl
O birds
and fong.
its diltinguil
ed with a p
fings moft
mocking bi
tains to tha
18 alfo l]\(‘ ‘
ed creation,
ed in fcarle
the flowers,
delicate to|
allo hawks
of the ufua
A county
fuppofed tc
flurgeon an
of fith that
The fort
and firs; a
variety of
fruits not o
ed from E
abundance
Tobace«
and brougl
traffic, not
world,
Befides the
from the ¢
ed the pro
manufatlu
were expol
merchants
with tobac
in exchany
Virginia
buildings;
Williamfb
the capital
and fome
from the
James To
chiefly col
faring pec



alfemblies, as a
and other in-
s, uncultivated

efent, to a very

oman Catholics,
afion, who came
ik laws, many of
ever, the church
hed here; and
t parifhes allot-
1¢ minifters.
ons, which pre-
cach plantation
itfelf with pro-
lerable planter’s
[upplies inferior
| has commodi-
ing little money,
fwering all the
‘here is, indeed,
it then it ferves
re are but few
called, or who

taft fhore, where
hey are employ-
15. The caufe of
r own perpetual
i *Tis obferva-
1s, and cowardl
nd condemne!,
ft exquifite tor-
e on the rack.
fettled in 1776,
uncil, a fenate of
freemen, above
joacres, or pro-
at of fuffrage in
ns appointed to
bfcribe a decla-
religion.

Chelter town in
Vafhington Cols
ton,

vifions. . Rivers.

Towns. . Difpos
ke Virginians, as
vinces in General,
rs, Cufloms, &3¢,
of America.

ated between 36
d 74 and 80 de-
>miles in length,
(the north by the
dina, on the ealt
velt by the Apa-
livided into four
¢, the fouthern,
thefe contains a
which we fhall
notice.
ping is by Chefa-
s into the land.
ault pafs that are

mnlrx are James
, and Potomac.
rge fhips into the
nany creeks, and
igable rivers, that
t convenient for

navigation,

AMERICA.) NORTH

navigation. It has been pbferved, and without exag-
geration, that every planter has a river at his door.

The climate is deemed healthy for Englith conlti-
tutions, having a clear fky, and a kindly foil. The
frofts in winter are very fevere, but of fhort continu-
ance. Theheats of f[ummer are moft violent in June,
July, and Auguft, but are much mitigated by the
rains; and thefreth breezes that are'common to Vir-
ginia contribute to render the heat tolerable to new
comers, and hardly fenfible to the inhabitants. Storms
of thunder and lightning are very frequent here, but
feldom attended with any mifchief.

The foil, in general, is a rich deep mould, and un-
der it a loam, of which they make fine bricks; but
the quality varies as it is moift or dry. It is diftin-
guifhed into three forts, viz. high, low, and marfhy,
all which, having fand mixed with them, makes their
Jand warmer than that of Great Britain. Their high
lands are moftly fandy, but bear large crops of to-
bacco. The low lands are rich, but the marfh lands
poor. Upon the whole, however, Virginia abounds
with every thing neceffary for the pleafure or profit
of the inhabitants.

The animals peculiar to this country are beavers,

“\. otters, foxes, wild cats, racoons, martins, minks, in

the frefh waters, where the Indians are dexterous in
catching them for the fur trade. The woods are
flocked with deer; and they have alfo elks, buffalos,
bears, wolves, and Englifh cattle of all forts. Hares
and rabbits are plentiful,and as good as thofe in Eng-
land; befides which they have the arronghena, fome-
what bike the badger, the flying fquirrel, the opoffum,
an the muflacus, a fort of water rat, witha'mufky fcent.

O)f birds they have great variety, both for feather
and fong.  The Virginian nightingale, which takes
its dilinguifhing epithet from this province, is adorn-
ed with a plumage of bright crimfon and blue, and
fings moft delightfully, The natural note of the
mocking bird is very melodious; befides which it at-
tains to that of the linet, lark, nightingale, &c. There
is alfo the humming bird, the fmalleft of all the wing-
ed creation, and by far the moft beautiful, being array-
ed in fcarlet, green, and gold: It fips the dew from
the flowers, which is its chief nourifhment, and is too
delicate to be brought alive to England. They have
alfo hawks and eagles, with great variety of wild fowl
of the ufual fpecies.

A country fo interfefted with large rivers may be
fuppoled to abound with fifh.  On the fea coafts are
flurgeon and cod; and in the rivers almoft every kind
of fifh that are found in other parts of the world.

The forells yield oaks, elms, poplar, pines, cedars,
and firs; and the whole country is interfperfed with
variety of fhrubs, plants, and flowers. They have
fruits not only peculiar to the {oil, but thofe introduc-
ed from England, as well as garden herbs in great
abundance.

Tobacco is the ftaple commodity of the country,
and brought to fuch perfe@lion as to command a large
traffic, not only to England, but to all parts of the
world.  This traffic has employed 200 fail of fhips.
Befides the advantages accruing to the national flock
from the exportation of tobacco, are to be confider-
ed the prodigious number of hands it employs in the
manufaflure. Great quantities of divers commodities
were exported from Great Britain to this colony, whole
merchantsand planters fupplied the Welt India iflands
with tobacco, cattle, and provifions, bringing back,
in exchange, molafles, fugar, and rum,

Virginia is adorned by feveral magnificent public
buildings; but the only towns, worthy of notice, are
Williamfburg and James Town. William{burg, now
the capital of the province, has a number of houfes,
and fome fpacious edifices. It is about forty miles
from the mouth of James River, and feven from
James Town, which was formerly the capital, but now
chiefly contains houfes for the cniertainment of fea-
faring people.
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At Williamfburg is a college founded by King
William 1I1. called William and Mary College. The
royal donor gave 2000l. towards it, and 20,000 acres
of land, with power to purchale and hold lands to the
value of 2000l. a yvar; and a duty of one penny per
poundon all tobacco exportedto the other plantatjpns.
The Honourable Mr. Boyle made a very large dona-
tionto the college for the education‘of Indian children,

Virginia was the firft colony planted by the Englifh
in America: for though the continent of North Ame-
rica was dilcovered by Sebaftian Cabot, in 1497, no
attempts were made for fettling a colony onit till the
reign of Queen Elizabeth, when Sir Walter Raleigh,
the molt enterprizing genius of that age; obtained let-
ters patent for the purpofle. A fquadron of fhips was
accordingly fitted out, and a number of adventurers
embarked. Upon their arrival Sir Walter ereéted the
Englifh ftandard, took poffeflion of the country in the
name of Queen Elizabeth, and, in honour of his royal
miflrefs, called it Virginia. Unfortunately, however,
this great man failed in his expedition, and his grand
defigns were confequently rendered abortive.

The bad fuccefs attending the firlt attempts feemed
to give little hopes of their being evey completed ; for
near one half of the firlt colony was’deftroyed by the
Indians; and the reft, worn out by fatigue and famine,
returned to their native country. The fecond colony
was cut off by the Indians. The third fhared the fame
fate. The fourth had dwindled to a poor remainder,
andwerercturning in a famifhed condition to England,
when, jult in the mouth of Chelapeak Bay, they were
met by Lord Delaware, with a fquadron loaded with
provilions, and every thing neceffary for their relief
and defence. At his perfuafion they returned. By his
advice, prudence, and winning behaviour, the govern-
ment of the colony was fettled within itfelf, and put on
a refpeftable footing with regard to its enemies. This
nobleman, who had accepted the government of Vir-
ginia from the molt laudable motives, was compelled,
by the decayed ltate of his health, to return to England,
but left behind him a deputy dnd council, compoled of
liberal and intelligent men. Nor did the noble gover-
nor, on his return to England, forget the colony. For
cight years together he was indefatigable in purfuing
every plan that could tend to the peopling, fupport,
and government of this {ettlement. He died in pur-
fuit of the fame objcét in his paflage to Virginia, hav-*
ing fitted rout fome veflels laden-with ftores for the
ule of the colony. The fettlers, however, were {o
firmly eftablifhed, that they effctiually frultrated the
attempts of the Indians to oppole them, and erected
James Town, the firft place built by the Englifh in
this part of the world. The colony now continued
to flourifh, and the true fource of its wealth began to
be difcovered and improved.

This fettlement was, at firft, greatly diflrefled for
wives, few females caring to go over; and the planters
feemed tothink it awicked thingtomatch with Pagans.
Bt as foon as the colony was fettled, and the planters
in good circumflances, a great many girls went over
thither from England, in expe&ation of making their
fortunes, carrying certificates with them of theirchafte
behaviour on this {ide the water; for, without fuch
certificates, the cautious planters, though ever fomuch
difireffed for wives, would not admit them to their
beds. If they were but moderately qualified in other
refpefls in thole days, they might depend upon being
well married. The planters were o far from expetling
money, with a woman, that it wasa common thing to
buy a deferving wife, who came over thither a fervant,
at the price of 100l. if Ihe carried good teftimonials
with her. But afterwards, whep the fruitfulnefs of
Virginia was better known, and {hc dangers incident
to aninfant fettlement were over, people in good cir-
cumftances went over thither with their familes, either
to improve their eftates, or ay oid perfecution at home
and particularly, at the time of the grand rebellion, fe-
veral good cavalier families retired thither, as thole :n

the
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the other fide did, upon the reftoration of King Charles
the Second: but Virginia had few of the lauer, hqv-
ing diftinguifhed herfelf by her loyalty, in adh@ging
to the royal family, after all other people had fub-
mitted to the ulurpation. The round-heads, for the
moft part, therefore, went to New England,

During the troubles in the reign of Charles I. many
of the loyalifts fled to Virginia, and, under the com-
mand of Sir William Berkeley, held out for the crown,
till the parliament found means to reduce them.

There is nothing very interefting in the hiftory of
this province after the reftoration. A kind of rebel-
lion, indeed, broke out on account of fome reftric-
tions having been laid by government on trade. But
the death of the leader of the infurgents reftored the
peace of the colony, and prevented the dreadful
confequences of a civil war.

While Virginia continued underthe Britifh govern-
ment, the governor was veftéd yith plenary powers
in all afts of adminiftration, and his ufual falary was
from 2 to gocol. a‘year, including perquifites. ‘The
council was the upper houfe in the affembly, who
claimed a negative voice in all laws. The affembly-

men were two for each county, chofen by the free- |
holders; but their afls were to be approved by tl}c {
crown. As in the other provinces, there is univerfal |

toleration here in matters of religion,

The government of this province, as fettled in con- |

vention, in July 1776, is vefted in a governor, {enate
of 24, and a houfe of delegates, all of whom are chofen
annually. But the privy-council, or council of ftate,
confifting of cight members, is alfo to be chofen by
the joint ballot of the fenate and houfe of delegates,
to affift in the adminiftration of government,

As ‘the province of Virginia is deemed the moft
confiderable of theUnited States of America, and
there is a fimilarity of difpofition, mamners, cuftoms,
&c. between the people of the provinces in general,
we fhall treat of thofe particulars under this head, as
a fpecimen of the whole.

The Virginians are reprefented as generous, hofpi- |

table, and poflefling very liberal fentiments. There
appears to be but three degrees of rank among all
the inhabitants, exclufive of the negroes.

The firft rank confifts of gentlemen of the bef fa- |

milies and fortunes in the colony. Thefe, in gencral,
have had a liberal education, poffels much difcern-
ment, dnd fuch a competent knowledge of the world,
as produce an eale and freedom of manners and con-

verfation that cannot be affetled by circumilances |

or fituation.

They are deemed, upon the whole, moft agrecable
companions, friends and neighbours. The greater
part live in clegance and fplendour, and'maintain the
appearance of grandeur both at home and abroad.

Thole of the fecond degree are very numerous,
and confift of fuch a variety, fingularity and mixture
of charatlers, that the leading feature can fearcely be
alcertained.  They are, however, generous, friendly
and holpitable; but thefe good qualities are mixed
with an appearance of bluntnels, which feems to re-
fult from their general intercourfe with flaves, over
whom they are accullomed to exercife an harfh and
abfolute command,

Some of the fecond rank poffefs fortunes fuperior
to many of the firflt, but their families are not fg
ancient or refpettable, a circumftance to which much
dignity is here anncexed.

They are addieted to every kind of fport, gaming
and diffipation, pariicularly horfe-racing and cock-
fighting. Taken altogether, they form a ftrange com-
bination of principles and prattices direétly oppofite;
fome being as laudable and worthy of imitation, as
others are contemptible and obnoxious.

Notwithftanding this apparent inconfiftency of cha-
ratter, principle and condutt, numbers of them are
truly valuable members of fociety, and few or none
deficient in natural genius, which, though ina great
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meafure unimproved, frequently appears in very for.

“cible inftances.

The third, or lower clafs of the people (who ever
compofe the bulk of mankind) are moftly hofpitable
and generous, though noify and rude.  They are much
addicted to inebriety,and averfe to labour.

The general hofpitality that prevails throughout all
the fouthern provinces will evidently appear from the
following peculiar cuftoms that are univerfal :

A traveller, even of the lowelt rank, oblerving an
orchard full of fine fruit, either apples or peaches, in
or near his way, enters without cercmony, and fills his
pockets (and evena bag if he has one) without afking
permifiion, or being liable to cenfu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>