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November
Twenty-second

19,30.

Miss -o.M.B» barren, 
Ladies’ College, 
First Avenue, 
Ottawa.

My dear Miss Warren:-
,4ftor more than i month’s

absence from Montreal and returned to the city and 
four awaiting me your letter of October 15th'.

It has given me much pleasure to 
>io as you suggest and I have written a letter to 
the Public orks Committee urginr upon them the 
value of your paintings. I hope that they take 
them and that you are treated gezierously.'

With all good wishes, I aa,

hrer yours :/ ithdully,

Principal.



ïïovember
Tv, enty-seconà 

19 20.
lion. F. B. McCurdy, 
Minister of Public orks 
Ottawa.

Dear McCurdy:
I have been informed by îiss E.M.B. 

.'arren that the question of purchasing, or ot er- wise, the paintings w ich she has ma dé will shortly 
be decided by the Public orks Committee.

I would like to say that -Iiss arren 
went to a ver; Teat leal o trouble in ord r toint from lire the figures appearing in the pictures 
and also the flags. I know that she has gone from place to place in Canada and has painted the flags 
from the originals, so that the ictures ought to 
possess much value ovin to the faithful portrayal 
which has been made. In the two pictures appear 
the senior officers of 11 the divisions and of all the corps formations. The ou’ht, indeed, to be 
worth purchasing. »

I hope they may find a place in 
the Memorial Gallery at Ottawa. Until the tine 
when the building for War emo rials and Trophies 
is erected they light fini a place on the walls 
of the douse of Parliament.

dith all good wishes, I am.

liver yours faithfully.

Principal.



OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS 

OF CANADA,

OTTAWA.

GL

27th November, 1920,

General Sir Arthur Ourrie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, P. Q.

Dear Sir Arthur,-
I have your letter of 22d instant.

For some time past Hiss Warren has 
had a proposal before the Government to 
purchase,"at $10,000.00, certain paintings 
which she had executed. The matter was re­
ferred to the Advisory Arts Council, and 
their recommendation was not in favor of 
acceptance, of which decision Miss "'arren

notified by the Arts Council, some weekswas
ago.

Yours sincerely,
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OTTAWA Dec, 1st.1920

General Sir Arthur W. Currie„Œ.C ,B. ,K.C , ,M.G., 

McGill University.,

Montreal.

^ue.

Sir

The enclosed narked editorial has reference 

to Miss Warren1s pictures of the regimental and 

King's colors of "battalions which went overseas 

as units. The Citizen is keenly interested in 

helping to have these pictures retained in Ottawa, 

preferably in the national "buildings, Parliament 

Hill. We feel that an expression of opinion from 

you regarding the pictures would be most valuable. 

I would, therefore, greatly appreciate any commun­

ication you could give us for publication. It 

would afford me the opportunity to make farther 

editorial reference.

I am, Sir

Your obedient servant

CAB/G tx .



2nd December, 1 20.

PGRSOÏÎÂL.

Charles A* Bowman, Psq.,
"The Citizen”, /
Ottawa,
Canada.

Dear Sir,-

I beg to aoknowl edge receipt of your letter of the 
1st instant to which was attached a clipping from "The citizen”.

I may say that I know Miss YJarren's pictures very well in­
deed, thou^i my ignorance of painting does not .justify me in ex­
pressing any opinion as to their artistic value. hat I do know 
is that she was most energetic and conscientious in having a 
faithful portrayal of the subject. The men, and there are in 
the picture a great many, as you know, were painted from life.
The colours were painted from the actual colours of the regiment, 
and the surroundings are a faithful reproduction of the soerve in 
the Abbey, because that is where she painted the picture. I do 
not believe that there is amongst all the Canadian ar pictures 
ont which is more exact in detail, and I do know that many of the 
pictures which Canada has paid for have been painted in their 
studios by artists who, in the painting, give no evidence of 
ever having seen the place or the situation or the circumst nce 
which they seek to depict. Many of the pictures, which Canada 
has bou ht, and I presume paid for, are what the ordinary un­
educated person like myself regard as freak pictures. I have 
seen an exhibition of the -se pictures and also I spent all the 
months in Prance that Canadian troops were there. I never saw 
anythin : which by the wildest stretch of imagination appear to 
be what some of these artists have painted. I frankly admit 
that possibly it is my ignorance of Art that leads me to make 
such a statement, but I submit that these pictures are intended 
to be of interest to other ignorant people like myself. They 
are not merely for the so-called artists to view and enjoy. I 
know that Hiss TTarren* s pictures are true nd faithful portrayals 
not onlyhas she spent a great deal of time in painting them but 
she has suent a great deal of money and one to a great deal of 
trouble to get them true to life. I know the Canadian Government 
are under no obli ation to buy her pictures, yet it will cause 
surprise to many people, and possibly some wonder as well as to 
why the Government reftised to consider Miss barren’s painting 
when they have been saddled by some of the freaks I have referred 
to above. Possibly there are some who nay say that perhaps it 
was because Miss barren, being only a woman, did not mow v,e



Charles A. Bowmajri, s:.
y A

(2)
2nd December, 1920.

value of establishing proper business relations with those on 
whose say-so the Government acted. I do not know whether the 
Government have offered Miss barren anything for her picture3.
1 have been told by her that she was simply told they1 weren’t 
interested. The pictures may not be worth what she values 
them at, but they ought to be worth something, and I think 
she should be made an offer. I know that she painted them 
entirely on her own responsibility. They are of no interest 
to any one except to Canada or to a Canadian.

I wish to say, Mr. Bowman, that this is a personal letter 
to you, and is not intended for publication. I do not 7ish to 
be involved in any public controversy with the Government 3 to 
whether they should purchase the clôture or not, that is en­
tirely their own affair; but, should the not do so, I, for 
one, would not be able to make up my mind why they rejected 
hers and accepted some of the freakish things the*y have bou ht. 
The wordings of the gar Memorial Board and the 'ar Records Qr- 
ganizatio s would make a very interesting study, and, no doubt, 
/ouia be highly interesting. *

Ever yours faithfully.

Prinoi ^al.



End Deo ember, 1020.

Hon. v. B. McCurdy,,
Minister of Public Works,
Ottawa,
Canada.
Boar Mr» McCurdy,~

I have your letter of the 27th Fovenber with re­
ference to Mias barren's paintings. I note that the Advisory 
Arts Council decline to recommend their purchase.

I quite realise that this is a matter which is entirely 
the business of the Canadian Government. I will also say that 
I do not know whether Miss Marron*a paintings ar'e worth 4-10,000. 
or 10. I an a very ignorant person when it comes to oil paint­
ings, but I probably know as much about then as the rest 
majority of people who will see the War Memorial paintings bought ud paid" for, I presume, by the Canadian Government. It 
will he hard for we common people to understand why the Govern­
ment refused to offer Miss Warren anything for her paintings 
when they have been saddled with some of the outlandishly freak­
ish thimjs which I have seen exhibited as "ar Memorial paintings, 
the property of the Canadian Government. I know this, that Miss 
Warren spent months and months In getting her paintings faith­
fully exact, the figures in it were painted from life, the flags 
in it are an exact reproduction of the "colours” of the regiment, 
while the background is also faithfully portrayed, as the pictures 
were painted in the Abbey itself. I have looked at o her pictures 
which you have purchased and which are supposed to represent 
scenes in France. I suppose I spent as long in France as any 
other Canadian during the ar, yet I cannot, by the wildest stretch 
of imagination, believe that I ever saw such scenes as some of 
the ;e pictures oresent. It appears to me that some of them were 
painted by artists who, in their studios, gave free rein to their 
imagination. If the Arts Advisory Committee have recommended the 
purchase of these other paintings solely on account of their merit, 
it will be hard for some of us to understand why they have not 
considered Miss 7arren*s picture worthy of an offer. I know that 
Sir Rob rt Borden’s opinion was that Miss arren'a pictures were worthy pf^onsideration, and I, for one, .'ran .ly believe that they 
never received very much consideration.

x Yours faithfully.

A * G/W principal.
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General Sir Arthur W Currie. G.C.B,, K.C.M.G., 

McGill University.

Montreal. Q,ue.

Dear Sir:-

Th&nk you very much for your helpful 

letter with regard to Miss Warren’s pictures. I 

note what you say that it is a personal letter 

not intended for publication. I shall respect 

your desire to keep out of any public controversy 

with regard to the pictures.

CAB/G

With every good wish,

Yours very truly,

CtxtvXczs CX. . •

P.S. Any future editorial referring to the pictures 

will be for1,varied in a marked copy to you.



Personal «

OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS 

OF CANADA,

OTTAWA

December 6th, 1920#

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal,
P.Q.

Dear Sir Arthur,

7/ith reference to your letter of 
2nd instant, I desire to also range myself in 
the ranks of those who feel themselves unfitted 
to pass an opinion of value on works 01 art» 
Doubtless because my predecessors in office were 
similarly circumstanced, the Advisory Arts 
Council was called into being to advise in 
selection when the Government v/as acquiring works 
of art» 1 should be quite unready to act except­
ing on their advice.

1 should say that the Advisory Arts 
Council has not recommended the purchase of any 
of the V/ar Memorials referred to in your 
letter, and have personally expressed themselves 
very much along the line you have with regard to 
the merits of some of the pictures. 1 understand 
the collection was made by the Canadian War 
Records overseas, and while quite likely, on 
account of the passing out of the body that 
collected them, the Canadian Government may find 
themselves in possession, it will be without cost 
to the treasury.

1 am sure you will agree with me that 
a person in a position of responsibility would



not be on safe ground were he to proceed to act 
in matters that he knows he is unversed in, 
except on the advice of recognized experts.

7/ith kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

. „ - • • ' ■

■nm



January 
Twenty-eighth 1921.

6. Andrews, gey., 
95 Academy Hoad, 
Winnipeg, Jan.

My dear Mr. Andrews:-

0„, ■ , * , 1 h’ve your letter of the~4th instant and can best reply to it by endos- 
a ^ letter I wrote to Mr. Bowman

•wiuft nom I had some correspondence on the matter.
„ . I do not know .vhat Miss barren'sanderstandinr was with the Canadian authorities

b her pictures. _‘t mo,, nothing about hostile influence in London 
referre 1 to by Mr. Bowman.

^ ' Most cordially reciprocating^our good wishes, I am,

•■vcr , ours . aithfully,

v „



OF CANADA INCORPORATED

The Great War Veterans’ Association
(s™

OFFICE OF THE

SECRETARY-TREASURER

OF (AXAI)A IXCORPORATED

IX >Mrsri< )N C OMMAM)
CITIZEN BUILDING

OTTAWA
CANADA

~d

P. O. BOX 

PHONE 9

May 6th, 1921.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal,

McGill University,
Montreal, P.Q.

Sir:

Be "Canada*s Tribute'*.

Because of the interest, which you Jjave previously shown 
in Miss E.M.B. Warren's offer of the above paintings to the Government, 
I am taking the liberty of forwarding, for your attention, copy of a 
memorandum submitted to the Honourable the Minister of Public Works, in 
this regard.

I trust that you may find it possible to lend your support 
to the suggestion advanced.

UacTî/H 
Bnc. 1

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

(./fee TTe il 
ecretary-Treasurer 
of Canada.

384

3263



May 2nd, 1921.

The Honourable P.B. McCurdy, 
Mini star,

Department of Public Works, 
Ottawa, Ont.

Sir;-

He-,tCanadat s Tribute" by Miss E.H- ♦ B. Warren.

In accordance with our recent conversation 
regarding the decision of the National Art Committee against 
the purchase of paintings of the Canadian Colors in Westminster 
Abbey ("Canada’s Tribute) by Miss S.K.B. Warren, I respect­
fully bag to submit the following memorandum fof your consid­
eration. Without calling into question the good faith of the 
Art Committee, or the competence of its Chairman, Sir Sdmund 
Byron Walker whose devotion to art in the public interest is 
gratefully acknowledged- our petition is that further consid­
eration be given to the desirability of securing the pictures 
for Canada, in view of the friendly interest taken by many 
Canadian soldiers in Miss Warren's work, and the widespread 
public interest among Canadian men and women in the subject.

During the months that Miss Warren worked on 
the pictures in the Abbey, before the armistice, Canadian 
soldiers on leave came frequently to see the paintings of their 
colors. Invariably, they expressed the keenest interest and 
pleasure, and, in many instances, gratitude, to the woman art i s t 
who had conceived this inspiring idea. The visitors to the 
Abbey were of all ranks, in the large majority, non-commission­
ed men.

The action of the Ottawa branch of the Great 
War Veterans ' Association, last autumn, in asking for the honor 
of housing the pictures in the Veterans’ Club, until they could 
be more permanently placed, reflected the attitude of Canadian 
ex-service men generally.

Coupled with the interest of ex-service men 
and the general public is the warm support and approval of the 
pictures by Sir Robert Borden, Prime Minister of Canada at the 
time they were painted-they were indeed finished in Ottawa, 
where the artist worked in the Prime Minister’s Office for a 
final sitting of Sir Robert Borden- also, Sir Arthur Currie, 
Commander-in-chief of the Canadian Army Overseas, equally 
endorsed the paintings.



The pictures appeal to the ordinary man as 
symbolic of the great part played by the Canadian Army in the 
War. As symbols, truly executed , they may reasonably be ex­
pected to increase in historic value. Every detail of the 
colors, uniforms, and the Abbey architecture, would seem to 
be accurately and beautifully done. Miss Warren’s reputation 
as a painter of interiors stands high among artists.

With regard to the value of t e pictures, as 
works of fine arts, the following are unsolicited opinions of 
men of eminence in the art world. They are Qxcerpts from private 
letters to Miss Warren, the originals of which are available 
at any time:

"OPI1ÏIOHS OF MISS E.M.B.WARREN’S PAINTINGS OF 
CAHADI AW COLORS IH WESTMINSTER ABBEY.

Sir David Murray, R.A.,Pro si dent,Royal 
Institute of Painters in Water Colors, London, says (after 
seeing colored proofs):

"The warn tinted one gives me the impression 
Of a VERY FI NE PICTURE FINELY CONCEIVED AND WELL CARRIED OUT.

IT STRIKES ME AS A SERIOUS AND WELL AND 
ARTISTICALLY CARRIED OUT RECORD OF THE DIS AST BROUS WAR. far 
more satisfactorily than the groat number of colossal can­
vasses which have bean publicly exhibited and in most cases 
unworthy of the great opportunity given to artists.

I hope it will be favourably considered by 
some public gallery committee in Canada and there find a home 
where it will do you credit".

Burleigh Bruhi, President, British Water color 
Society, London, says:

"I consider your work as regards interiors 
and lighting effects, as good as, if not superior to, that 
of many who are more widely known.

I hope they (the two war pictures) will 
meet with the success they deserve."

H. Davis Richter, R.O.I.Decorative Artist, 
South Kensington, says:

"It is such a finely conceived subject and 
treated with the dramatic force necessary for such a subject.

Doubtless the Canadian Government will se­
cure this record, or it would make a splendid centre for the 
next exhibition of the Royal Society of British Artists."



Arthur Severn, Brantwood, Goniston,says ;

"I thought it was very good and true when I 
saw it in the Abbey, and hope it will be bought and remain 
in Canada." ----- --------- ----------- ----------

Mr. Arthur Severn has perhaps the finest private 
collection of Turner paintings of any individual, and there 
is no more highly respected art critic in the British Empire.

With such unbiased and authoritative opinions 
of the art value of Miss Warren’s work, one is assured that 
the paintings have real merit in composition and execution.

Letters from members of the Eoyal Family could 
be quoted in commendation. Miss barren’s pictures of St. 
George’s Chapel, Windsor, and others, have been bought by 
Queen Mary and Queen Alexandra. Miss Warren studied under 
John Ruskin, and illustrated Ruskin's Life by Sir 3.T.Cook.
As for Miss Warren's status as an artist, she is an exhibitor 
at the Royal Academy, and a member of the British Water Color 
Society, and Associate of the Royal Institute of British 
Artists, member of the Royal Water Color Society, member of 
Old Dudley, and of the principal Women’s Art Associations.

Hence the Government is not asked to purchase 
pictures by an unknown painter, but by an artist of mature 
standing and ability in the highest British Art Circles.

It should be added that Miss Warren has not 
asked anyone to take up the question of the purchase of her 
pictures, nor urged any re-consideration of the Art Committee’s 
decision. She came to Canada to finish the pictures, when 
the colors returned after the armistice, on the advice of 
Canadian Military Authorities. She remained in Canada after 
the pictures were finished lest March, pending a decision by 
the Government as to their purchase. It seemed only necessary 
to have these facts brought to the attention of the Govern­
ment, to ensure that Sir Botert Borden's expressed wishes 
and recommendation would be carried out, but Miss Warren's 
part has been merely to furnish information on request from 
members of the public who were impressed with the nobility 
and national value of her pictures, including leading re­
presentatives of the organized ex-service men of Canada.

May I suggest, therefore, that the matter be 
further reviewed by the members of the Rational Art Committee.

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully.

ggm/bc C.G.HacReil,
SemihSon Secretary-Treasurer,

G . W. 7. A. of ($anada.
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Hay
Yinth
1921.

C. G. Mac Sell, j8q. ,
D ominion acretary-Treasurer 
G.,.V.A. of.Canada,
Citizen Pnilding,
Ottawa, Ont.

D.ar r. MacITeil:-

. 1 to acknowledge receipt of
jou*. letter of the 6th of lay and will be only
ïn5lrr!aM0 support your letter to the :on. r. 
iC^urdy re iss arren's pictures.

Yours faithfully,

I
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July 4th, 1923.

Miss Emily M. Warren, 
25 Westgate Terrace, 
Earl's Court, London.

My dear Miss Warreni-
I am very glad to acknowledge 

receipt of your letter of June 20th and to thank 
you for the opportunity you have given McGill 
University to purchase your two pictures 'Canada's 
Tribute’.

I am very sorry that this University, 
i.ike many other institutions to—day, is very hard-up 
and there are no funds at my disposal at present for 
such a purpose. I would be interested in knowing, 
though, just what price you would have set upon the 
painting, I have always been very sorry they were 
not purchased for the gallery at Ottawa.

I hope I may have the pleasure of 
seeing you when you visit Canada next autumn.

With all good wishes, I am.,

Yours faithfully,
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November 6th, 1923•

Hiss Emily M. B. ?/arre;n, 
The Ladies College,
First Avenue,
Ottawa.Ont.

Ky dear Hiss lïarreni-
I am thi

of your note of November 3rd.
I really do not see how I c an

give you an appointment on Friday between 2,30 and 
6 p.m., as I have a luncheon engagement that day 
which may well last until about three o’clock. At 
that hour I have a meeting in my office and at five 
o’clook I an unveiling a memorial tablet in the 
Science Building. It might be that the latter 
function would be over about ten minutes to six, when 
I could give you a few minutes,

I am sorry you are passing through
on a day so sompletely taken up.

Yours faithfully.



^-^Vvc.



March 26th, 1924

t

Hiss E.M.B. Warren, 
The Ladies College, 
1st Avenue,
Ottawa,Ont •

Dear Miss Warren;-
I beg to acknowledge receipt 

of your letter of March 25th.
You say that you have written 

General Macdone 11 asking him to provide space 
for your pictures at the Royal Military College. 
!• should think that the General would be very 
glad to do this.. I am writing him a little note 
as you suggest. •

I am very sorry that you are 
having all the hard luck in disposing of your 
pictures.

With all good wishes, I am,

Yours faithfully.
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January 27, 1933,

Mrs, Woolley,
Montreal, P, Q.

Dear Mrs. Woolley,

V/ith reference to your telephone conver­

sation with me today on the subject of the two pictures 

by Miss Warren which hang In Moyse Hall, the Principal 

says that he does not believe Miss Warren has any legal 

claim on the Government of Canada, because, as he under­

stood it, she painted them, and then thought she was 

f oing to sell them to the Government} she had no assur­

ance from the Borden Government that they would take 

the pictures at the time she made them# She brought 

them over to Can da, exhibited them to the Directors 

of the Art Gallery, and at no time did she ever receive 

any encouragement from them. The Principal adds that he 

may be going too far In saying that she had no encourage, 

ment from the Government during the War; If they did 

encourage her to paint them it was not his province to 

know it. He la sorry, but to the beet of his recollec­

tion this Is all he can say about the matter.

Secretary to the Principal

Yours faithfully,



/nler-deparlment Correspohdetyc

McGill University

March 22, 1933.

Memo lor the files ;

Miss Treleaven, Mr. Beatty’s secretary, telephoned 

me this morning, asking about the Warren pictures that hang 

in Moyse Hall* Mr. Beatty had had a letter from Dr. Martin 

with reference to an enquiry from Dr.Finnie, on behalf of 

Miss Warren, asking if McGill would not buy the pictures.

Miss Warren had spent thousands on them and yet was willing 

to let them go for about $2,000. Mr. Beatty told I'i ss 

Treleaven that there was no chance of McGill buying them.

Sir Arthur had considerable correspondence with 

Miss Warren about these pictures, and also with other people 

on her behalf, I told Mi as Treleaven the situation.

She asked me to telephone Dr. Finnie and tell him that 

McGill could not afford to buy them. I did this, explaining 

to him the situation as revealed by correspondence on file.

He was quite satisfied. The replicas of the pictures which 

had beer forwarded to Mr. Beatty are b ing returned to Dr. 

Finnie at hi s request. There is a possibility that Miss 

Warren may take the pictures away now that she is sure we will 

D.McMurray. ) not buy them. D.McM.


