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MEMBERS OF THE

OF THE

GOVERNMENT

RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILFRID LAURIER,

1

P.C., G.C.M.G., Q.C., D.C.Li. (Oxon.)

AT THE OPENING OF THE .

FIFTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTH PARLIAMENT

1900

(CABINET FORMED JULY 13, 1896)

President of the Privy Council (Premier)

........... Right Hon. Sir WiLrrip Lavurikr, P.C., G.C.M.G.

Q.C., D.C.L. (Oxon.)

Minsster of Trade and Commerce. .................. Hon. Sir RicHarp J. CarrwricHT, G.C.M.G.
Secretary of State.......... e eeieeeeeae Hon. R. W. Scort, Q.C., LL.D.
Minister of Justice . .......... oot Hon. Davip Mius, Q.C.
Minister of Marine and Fisheries. .............. ... Hon. Sir L. H. Davigs, K.C.M.G., Q.C.
Minister Militia and Defence................. ... Hon. F. W. BorpeN, B.A., M.D.
tPostmaster General..... .......... e e Hoen. W, MoLock, Q.C., M.A., LL.D.
Minister of Agriculture. . ............. .0 Ll Hon. S. A. FIsHER, B.A.
Minister of Public Works .... .............. .... Hon. J. 1. TARTE.
Without Portfolio.. ........ et e Hon. R. R. DoBELL.
Mimister of Finance ...... ... .. .. il Hon. W. 8. FikLpiNe.
Minister of Railways and Canals....... ... . Hon. A. G. Brar.
Minister of the Intertor................. ... . ... .Hon. CrLirrorn SI¥TON.
Minister of Customs ....... e e e e Hon. WiLLiayM PATERSON.
*Minister of Inland Revenue........... Ceeeeieraa Hon. Sir H. G. JoLy pE LorBINiERE, K.O.M.G.
TWithout Portfolio........c.oviiiiei e, Hon. JAMES SUTHERLAND.

[The above form the Cabinet.]
Solicitor General ........... ... ..ol Hon. CHARLES FiTZPATRICK, Q.C.

* Hon. Sir H. G. Joly de Lotbiniére, sworn in as Lieut. Governor of British Columbia on June 22
1900, and on same date the Hon. Michel Esdras Bernier sworn in as Minister of Inland Revenue.

+ Acting Minister of Public Works.

1 Acting Minister of the Interior.

Clerk of the Privy Council. .................. ...coi.... Joux J. McGEg, Esq

OFFICERS OF THE HGOGUSE OF COMMONS:

Hon, THOMAS BAIN. ... i ittt tiil it Speaker.

Louis PHiLipPE BRODEUR, ML.P.. ... ... ... L. Deputy Speaker.
Sir Jorx G. Bourinor, K.C.M.G..... e e Clerk of the House.
LAPLANTE, Mr. J. B . R oo e Clerk Assistant.

Lieut.-Col. HENRY ROBERT SMITH.. . ...... ......cvivuvnn... Sergeant-at- Arms.

OFFicIAL REPORTERS :

ALBERT HORTON........iouvennn. Ceve e seeenn meereeniies Chief Reporter.
STEPHEN A. ABBOTT . . ettt ieet et aeaeeanenns )
E. JOSEPH DUGBAN. ...ttt ottt e
J. 0. MARCEAU. ...t iiii v ettt e
' » Reporters.

J
............................... Assistant to Chief Reporter.
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Column 2208, iine 19 from bettom.—After ¢ young’ insert ‘people wiil be pleased, and iu orderto
have a successful patrie we must have a policy to suit it.’



ALPHABETICAL LIST

OF THR

CONSTITUENCIES AND MEMBERS

OF THE

HOUSE OF COMMONS

FirTH SEsSSION OoF THE EIGHTH PARLIAMENT OF THE DoMiNION oF CANADA.

1900

ADpDpINGTON—John W, Béll n DoRCHESTER—Jean-Baptiste Morvin.
ALBERT—William J. Lewis. . DRUMMOND AND ArTHABASKA—Louis Lavergne.
ALBERTA—Frank Oliver. i DuNpas—Andrew Broder.

ArcoMa—Albert Edward Dyment. DurHay, E. Riding—Thomas Dixon Craig.
AxNaroris—John B, Mills. i DurdaM, W, Riding——Robert Beith.
ANricoNlsH—Colin F. MclIsaac.

ARGENTEUIL—Thomas Christie. Eiciy, E. Riding—Andrew B, Ingram.
AssINIBOiA, East—James Moffat Douglas. Ere1y, W. Riding—George Elliott Casey.
AssINIBOiA, West —Nicholas Flood Davin. Essex, N. Riding--—-Williamm McGregor.

Essex, S. Riding—Mahlon K. Cowan.
Bagsor—Joseph Edmond Marcil.

Beatce—Joseph Godbout.

e FroxteNac—David Dickson Rogers.
BrAUvHARNOIS—J oseph Gédéon Horace Bergeron.

BrLLECHASSE—Onésiphore Ernest Talbot. GraspE—Rodolphe Lemieux.
BerrHIER—Cléophas Beauscleil. | GLENcaRrRY—Roderick R. McLennan.
BoNAVENTURE—Jean Frangois Guite. GrovcesTER—Theotime Blanchard.
BorHweLL—James Clancy. GRENVILLE, 8. Riding—John Dowsley Reid.
BranpoN—Hon. Clifferd Sifton. Grey, E. Riding—Thomas 8. Sproule.
Brant, 8. Riding—Charles Bernhard Heyd. GRrEY, N. Riding—Hon. Win. Paterson.
ProckviLie— William Henry Comatock. GREY, S. Riding—George Landerkin.
BroMe—Hon. Sidney Arthur Fisher. - GouysOROUGH—Duncan C. Fraser.

Bruce, E. Riding—Henry Cargill.
Brucg, N. Riding—Alexander McNeill.

o ) HaupmmanpanpMoxex—Hon . Walter H. Montague
Bruce, W. Riding—John Tolmie.

Robert L. Borden.

BurrarD—George Ritchie Maxwell. HALIFAX— Benjamin Russell.

__ {Hector F. McDougall. Harrox—David Henderson.
Care Brerox {HOIL Sir Charles "Cupper, Bart. Hamrron— | Lhomas Henry MacPherson.
CARDWELL—William Stubba. ‘ L Andrew Trew Wood.
CarceroN (N.B.)—Frederic Harding Hale. *Hants—Allen Haley.
CARLETON (O.)—Williame T. Hodgins. Hastings, E. Riding—Jeremiah M. Hurley.
CHAMBLY AND VERCHERES—YV. Geoffrion. Hastings, N. Riding—Alexander W. Carscallen.
CHaMPLAIN—Frangois Arthur Marcotte. HasTiNgs, W. Riding—Henry Corby.
CrARLEVOIX—-Louis Charles A. Angers. HocHELAGA —J. Alexandre Camille Madore.
CuarrortE—{Grilbert W. Ganong. HuxtiNgDON—Julius Scriver.
CratEAUGUAY—James Pollock Brown. Hurox, E. Riding—Peter Macdonald.
CHICOUTIMI 4ND SAGUENAY—Paul V. Savard. Huron, S. Riding—John McMillan.
CorcHESTER—Firman McClure. Huror, W. Riding—Robert Holmes.

Coumpren—Rufus Henry Pope. ]
CORNWALL AND STORMONT—J ohn Goodall Snetsinger.| INVERNESs— Angus McLennan,
CoMBERLAND— Hance J. Logan. ,
Diasr—Albert J. S. Copp. Jacques Carrmier—-Frederick D. Monk.

——— e e

* Died April 23, 1900. !
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LIST OF CONSTITUENCIES AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

JoLiETTE—Charles Bazinet.

K amouraska —Henry George Carroll.

KexT (N.B.)—George V. McInerney.

KENT (O.)—Archibald Campbell.

Kme’s (N.B.)—James Domville.

Kixe’s (N.S.)—Hon. ¥rederich W. Borden.
Kixg’s (P.E.I.)-—Augustine Colin Macdonald.
KingsroNn—Byron Moffat Britton.

LaBELLE—J. Henri N. Bourassa.

LawuproN, E. Riding—John Fraser.

LassroN, W. Riding—T. G. Johnston.

Lanark, N. Riding—Bennett Rosamond.

Laxagrg, S. Riding—Hon. John Haggast.

LaprAIRIE AND NAPIERVILLE—Dominique Monet.

I’ AssoMprion—dJoseph Gauthier.

Lavar—Thomas Fortin.

LEkps AND GRENVILLE, N. Riding—Francis Theodore
Frost.

Lzeps, S. Riding—George Taylor.

LeNyox—Uriah Wilson.

Lzvis—Louis Julien Demers.

LixcoLy AND N1acARA—William Gibson.

Liscar—Robert Lorne Richardson.

L’IsLer—Arthur Miville Dechéne.

LoxpoN—Thomas Beattie.

LoreiN1ERE—Edmond Fortier.

Lunenpure—Charles Edwin Kaulbach,

MacpoNaLp—Jobn Gunion Rutherford.
MaisoxNEUVE—Raymond Préfontaine.
MaRrQUETTE—William James Roche.

MaskinonG é—dJoseph Hormisdas Legris.
MecanTic—George Turcot.

MippLEsgX, E. Riding —James Gilmour.
MippLEsEX, N. Riding—WValentine Ratz.
MippLesEX, S. Riding— Malcclm McGugan.,
MipbLESEX, W. Riding—William Samuel Calvert.
MissisQuor—Dauiel Bishop Meigs.
MonrcarM—Louis E. Dugas.
MonTacry—Pierre Raymond Martineau.
MonTMORENCY-—Thomas Chase Casgrain.
MoNTREAL, St. Ann's--Michael Joseph Francis (Guinn.
MonNTREAL, St. Antoine—Thomas G. Roddick.
MonTREAL, St. James—Odilon Desmarais.
MONTREAL, St. Lawrence—Edward Goff Penny.
MoxTREAL, St. Mary—Hercule Dupré.

MuskorA —George McCormick.

New WesTMINSTER— Aulay Morrison.
Nicover—Joseph Hector Ledue.
Nipssing—James B. Klock.

Norrorg, N. Riding—Jchn Charlton.

NorroLg, S. Riding—HBon. David Tisdale..
NortHUMBERLAND (N.B.)—James Robinson.
NorTHCOMBERLAKD {O.) E. R.—Edward Cochrane.
NORTHUMBERLAKD (0.) W. R.—George Guillet.

" Onrario, N. Riding-——Duncan Graham.
- Oxragio, 8. Ridiog—Leonard Burnett.
- Oxrario, W. Riding—Iszac James Gould.

# Diéd June 235, 1900.

. Napoléon A.‘Belcourt.
OrTAWA (CltY)—{w, m Hutchison.

Oxrorp, N. Riding—Hon. James Sutheriand.
OxroRrD, 8. Riding—Hon. Sir Richard Cartwright,
G.C.M.G.

PzEer—John Featherston.
PgrrrH, N. Riding—Alexander Ferguson MacLaren,
PertH, S. Riding—Dilman Kinsey Erb,
PetERBOROUGH, E. Riding—John Lang.
PeTRRBOROUGH, W. Riding—-James Kendry.

{ Hon. Su- Charles Hibbert Tupper, K.C.
Picrov— {

Adam Carr Bell.

PoxTtiac—William Joseph Poupore.

PorrNeur—Hon. Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniére,
K.C.M.G.

Prescorr—Isidore Proulx.

Princg, East (P.E.L )—John Howatt Bell.

Prince, West (P.E.I.)—Bernard Donald McLellan.

Prince EpwarD—William Varney Pettet.

PROVRNCHER—Alphonse A. C. LaRiviére,

QrueBEc, Centre—Albert Malouin.

QuEBEC, East—Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, P.C.,
G.C.M.G.

QueBEC, West—-Hon. Richard Reid Dobell.

QuzBEC {County }—Hon. Charles Fitzpatrick.

Queen’s, East (P.E.I.)—Alexander Martin.

QUuEEN’s, West (P.E.I.)—Hon. Sir Louis Henry
Davies, K.C.M.G.

RExrrew, N. Riding—Thomas Mackie.

Rexrrew, S. Riding—John Ferguson.
REesTIGOUCHE—John McAlister.

RicHELIEU— Arthur Aiiné Bruneau.

RicaMoND (N.S.)—Joseph A. Gillies.

RicEMOND AND WOLFE(Q. )-Michael Thomas Stenson.
Rixorski—Jean Auguste Ross.

RouviLLE—Louis Philippe Brodeur.
RusskLi—William Camercon Edwards.

Sr. HracinteE—Hon. Michel E. Bernier.

Sr. Joun (N.B.) City—John Valentine Ellis.

St. Joun (N.B.) City and Co.—Joseph John Tucker.

S1. JouN AND IBERVIELE—Hon. Joseph Israé! Tarte.

SasgATOHEWAN—Thomas Osborne Davis.

SeLkiRE—John Alexander Macdonell

SHEFFORD—Charles Henry Parmalee.

SHELBTRNE AND QUEEN’S— Hon William Stevens
Fielding.

SHEEBROCKE—dJ ohn McIntosh.

Siucog, E. Riding—William H. Bennett.

SiMcok, N. Riding—Leighton Goldie McCarthy. -

*S1MeOE, S. Riding—Richard Tyrwhitt.

SouvLaNGES—Augustin Bourbonnaia.

StansTEaD—Alvin Head Moore.

SunrURY AND QUEER’S (N.B.)— Hon A G. Bla.xr

TnmsoovA’rA-—Charles Auguste Gauvreau
TEBEEBONNE—Lson Adolphe Chenvin,

| Tusee Rivers aANp St. MavricE—Hon. Sir Adolpha

Caron, K.C M.G.
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*T'oroNTo, C. Riding—George Hope Bertram.
ToroNto, E. Riding —John Ross Robertson.

< qe Edward Frederick Clarke.
TOBONTO,W. Rldmg'——- Edmund Boyd Osler.

Two MouxTtains—Joseph Arthur C. Ethier.

V ANCcOUVER—William Wallace Burns McInnes.
VaupReuiL—Henry Stanislaus Harwood.

Thomas Earle.
Vicroria (B.C.) —4 Hon. Edward Gawler Prior.

Vicroria (N.B.)—Hon. John Costigan.
Vicroria (N.S.)—John L. Bethune.
Vicroria {(O.) N. Riding—Samuel Hughes.
Vicroria (0.) S. Riding--George McHugh.

W aresLoo, N. Riding—Joseph E. Seagram.
WATERLOC, S. Riding—James Livingston.
WeLLAND—William McCleary.

WELLINGTOR, C. Riding—Andrew Semple.

WEeLLINeTON, N. Riding—James McMullen.

WEeLLINGTON, S. Riding—Christian Kloepfer.

‘WEeNTWORTH AND BRANT, N. Riding—James Somer-
ville.

WENTWORTH, S. Riding—Hon. Thomas Bain.

WEsSTMORELAND—Henry A. Powell.

WinNipRe—A. W, Puttee,

WRiGHT—Louis N. Champagne.

YaLE AxD Carisovt—Hewitt Bostock.
Yamaska—Roch Moise Samuel Mignault.

Y ArMOUTH—Thomas Barnard Flint.

York (N.B.)—Hon. George Eulas Foster.

York (0.) E. Riding—William Findlay Maclean.
York (0.) N. Riding—Hon. William Mulock.
York (0.) W. Riding—Hon. N, Clarke Wallace.

# Died March 21, 1960.






ALPHABETICAL LIST

OF

THE

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

Fifth Session, Eighth Parliament.

ANGERS, CHARLES—Charlevoix.
ARCHAMBAULT, JOSEPH ELoIE— Berthier.

BaiN, Hox. THos.—Wentworth, S. Riding.

BaziNeT, CHARLES—Joliette.

Beatrie, THOMAS—London.

BEITH, RoBERT—Durham, W. Riding.

BELCOURT, NAPOLEON A.--Ottawa.

BeLL, ApaM CArRR—Pictou.

BrLL, JouN HowaTT—Prince, ilast (P.E.I.)

BeLy, JouN W.—Addington.

BexNerT, Wa. H.—Simcoe, E. Riding.

BERGEROYN, JosEPH G. H.— Beauharnois.

BeRrNIER, Hon. MicREL E.—St. Hyacinthe,

*BerTRAM, GEORGE HoPe—Touronto Centre.

BETHUNE, Joux L.—Victda, N. S.

B1a1r, HoN. ANDREW GECRGE—Sunbury and Queen'’s
(N.B.)

BraxcHARD, THEOTIME—Gloucester.

Borbiy, Hox. Freperick W.—King's (N.S.)

BorneN, Roserr L.—Halifax.

Bostock, HEwiTt—Yale and Cariboo.

Bovrassa, Hexri—Labelle.

BotRreoNNaIs, AuaUsTIN—Soulanges.

BritToN, BYyroy MorraTT—Kingston.

BrobDER, ANDREW~—Dundas.

BRODEUR, Lotis PHiLiPPE—Rouville.

Browx, JaMes PoLLock—Chateauguay.

Bru~NEau, ARTHUR A1ME—Richelieu.

BurNETT, LEONARD—Ontario, S. Riding.

QOALVERT, WiLLIAM SAMUEL—Middlesex, W. Riding.

CAMPBELL, ARCHIBALD—Xent (O.)

CarciLL, HENRY—Bruce, E. Riding.

Caroxn, Hox. S1r ApoLpHE, K.C.M.G.—Three Rivers
and St. Maurice.

CarrorL, HENRY GEORGE—Kamouraska.

CARSCALLEN, ALEXANDER W.—Hastings, N. Riding.

CarrwricHT, HoN. Siz Ricrarp, G.C.M.G.—Ox-
ford, S. Riding.

CasEY, GEORGE ELLIOTP——Elgm, W. Rndmg

Cascrain, THoMAS CHASE—Montmorency.

CHAMPAGNE, Louis N—Wright.

* Died April 23, 1900.

CHarLTON, JoHN--Norfolk, N. Riding.
CHavviy, LEox AnorLpHE—Terrebonne.
CHrisTIE, THOMAS—Argenteuil.

Craxey, JaMes—Bothwell.

Crarkg, EDwaRD FrREDERICK—Toronto, West.
CocHRANE, Epwarb—Northuinberland (O.) E. R
Coustork, Wy. HENRY—Brockville.

Copp, ALERT J. S.—Digby.

Corsy, HExRY—Hastings, W. Riding.
Costicay, Hox. Joun—Victoria (N B.)
Coway, Manrox K.—Essex, 8. Riding.
CRalIG, ToMAx DixoN—Durham, E. Riding.

Davies, Hox. Stk Louis HENky, K.C. M.G.--Queen’s,
West (P.E.1.)

Daviy, Nicnoras Froob—Assiniboia, West.

Davis, Tromas OsBoryE—Saskatchewan.

DEecHENE, ARTHUR MIviLLE—L'Islet.

| DEMERs, Lot1s JuLiex—Lévis,

Desuarats, OpiLox—Montreal, St. James.

DoseLr, Hox. RicHARD REID—Quebec, West.

| DouviLLe, Jaxes—King's (N.B.)

DoteLas, JaMes MoFFAT—Assiniboia, East.

Drucas, Lotis E.—Montcalm.

DuprE, HERcULE—Montreal, St. Mary’s.

DyMENT, ALBERT EDWARD—Algoma.

BARLE, THoMas—Victoria (B.C.)

Epwarps, WiLLiaM CaMERON—Russell.

ELLig, JorN VALENTINE—St. John City (N.B.)
Ers, DiLyax Kinsey—Perth, 8. Riding.
ETHiER, JosepH ARTHUR C.—Two Mountains.

FEATHERSTON, JOSEPH—Peel.

FEercusox, Joux—Renfrew, 8. Riding.

FigLpine, Hox. WiLLiamM STEVENS—Shelburne and
Queen’s (N.S.)

F1sHER, HoN. SIDNEY ARTHUR—Brome,

FirzpaTrIcK, HON. CHARLES—Quebec (County).

Frint, THOMAS BARNARD—Yarmouth.

ForTIER, EnMOND—Lotbiniére.

ForTIN, THoMAS—Laval.

FosTER, HOoN. GEORGE Evnas—York (N.B. )

B




X ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

Frasggr, Doxcan C.—Guysborough.
FRASER, JoHN—Lambton, E. Riding.
Frost, Fraxcis THEOD O RE—Leeds and Grenville.

GaNoxG, GILBERT W.—Charlotte,

GAUTHIER, JosEPH—L’Assomnption.

GAUVREAU, CHARLES AUGUSTE—Témiscoumata.
GEOFFRION, VicTor—Chambly and Vercheres.
Gissox, WiLLiaM—Lincoln and Niagara.
GiLLIES, JOSEPH A.—Richmond {(N.S.)
GILMOUR, J AMEs—Middlesex, E. Riding.
GonBOUT, JOSEPH—Beauce.

GouLp, Isaac JamMEs—Ontario, W. Riding.
GRanaM, Duxcax—Ontario, N. Riding.
GUILLET, GEORGE—Northumberland (0.) W. Riding.
GUITE, JEAN FraNCOIs— Bonaventure.

Haccart, How. Jouy —Lanark, S. Riding.
HaLg, FrReDERICK HARDING—Carleton (N.B.)
*HaLEy, ALLEN—Hants.

Harwoon, HENRY S.—Vaudreuil.
HENDERsSON, Davin—Halton.

HEYD, CHARLES BERNHARD—Brant, S. Riding.
Honcixs, WiLLiaM T.—Carleton (O.)
HowLyMES, RoBERT-—Huron, W. Riding.
HucHESs, SaMUEL-—Victoria (0.) N. Riding.
HvurLEy, JExEMIAH M.—Hastings, E. Riding.
HvutcHizsoN, WiLniaMm—Ottawa.

Inaram, ANDREW B.—Elgin, E. Riding.

JOHNSTON, THOMAS GEORGE—Lambton West,
Jory pE LorsiNiErE, HoN. S1rR HENRI, K.C.M.G.—
Portneuf.

K avLBacH, CHARLES EbwIN—Lunenburg,
KENDRY, JaMEs—Peterborough, E. Riding.
Kvrock, JayEs B.—Nipissing. .

KLoEPFER, CHRISTIAN—Wellington, S. Riding.

LANDERKIN, GEORGE—Grey, S. Riding.

Laxg, Jonx—Peterborough, E. Riding.

LARIVIERE, ALPHONSE A. C.—Provencher.

LAuRIER, RT. HON. SiR WILFRID, G.C.M.G.—Quebec
East.

LAVERGNE, Lovis—Drummond and Arthabaska.

Lepvuc, JosEpH HECTOR—Nicolet.

LEecris, JosEpH HorMISDAS—Maskinongé.

LeMIEUX, RODOLPHR—Gaspé.

Lewis, WiLLiaM J.—Albert.

LiviNgsToN, JAMES—Waterloo, S. Riding.

LogaN, HANCE J.,—Cumberland.

MacpoxaLp, AvatsTiNg CoLix—King's (P.E.1.)
MacpoNaLp, PETER—Huron, E. Riding.
MACDONELL, JOHN ALEXANDER—Selkirk.

Mackig, THoMas—Renfrew, N. Riding.
MacLaneN, ALEXANDER FZRGUSON—Perth,N. Riding
MaorLeaN, WiLLiaM Finpray—York (0.) E. Riding.
MAacPRERSON, THoMAS HENRY— Hamilton,
MCcALISTER, JOHN—Restigouche.

MoCarTHY, LEIGHTON GOLDIE—Simcce, N, Riding.

.~ % Died March 21, 1900,

McCrLeary, WiLLiaM—Welland.

McCrurE, FirMAN— Colchester.

McCormick, GEORGE—Muskoka and Parry Sound.
McDouvcairL, Hecror F.--Cape Breton.
McGREGOR, WILLIAM—Essex, N. Riding.
McGueax, MaLcoLM—DMiddlesex, S. Riding.
McHucH, GEorRcE— Victoria (0.) S. Riding.
McINErNEY, GEORGE V.—Kent (N.B.)
McINNEs, WILLIAM WALLACE Burxs—-Vancouver.
McIxTosH, JouN—Sherbrooke.

MclIsaac, Conix F.--Antigonish.

McLELLAN, BErRNARD DoxaLb--Prince, West (P.E.1.)
McLEex~NaxN, Rongerick R.—Glengarry.
McLENNAN, ANcUs—Inverness.

McMiLLaN, JoHN—Huron, S. Riding.
McMroLLEN, JanEs—Wellington, N. Riding.
McNEILL, ALEXANDER—Bruce, N. Riding.
MAaDORE, J. ALEXANDER CaM1LLE—- Hochelaga.
MavLouiN, ALBERT—Quebec Centre. ‘
MarciL, JosepH Enpyonn—Bagot.

MarcoTTE, FRANGOIS ARTHUR--Champlain.
MARTIN, ALEXANDER—Queen’s, East (P.E.1.)
MARTINEAU, P1ERRE Ravyoxp L.—Montmagny.
MaxweLL, GEonGE RiTcHIE—Burrard.

Mzics. DaNiEL BisHor—DMississquoi.
MicyavLT, RocHE Moise SAMUEL—Yamaska.
MivLs, JouN B.—Annapolis.

MoxNEeT, DoMINIQUE—Laprairie and Napierville.
Moxk, FrRepERrICcK D.—Jacques Cartier.
MoxTtacre, HoN. WALTER H.-—Haldimand.
Moorg, ALvIN HEAD—Stanstead.

Monrix, JEaN BarTisTE—-Dorchester.

Morrison, AvLAY—New Westminster.
Mvurock, Hox. WiLLiaM—York (O.) N. Riding.

OLIvER, FRANKE—Alberta,
OsLER, EpMUND Boyb—Toronto, West.

PARMALEE, CHARLES HENRY—Shefford.
PATERsON, HoN. WiLLIaM—Grey, N. Riding.
PexNNY, EDWARD Gorr—Montreal, St. Lawrence.
PETTET, WILL1AM VARNEY—Prince Edward.
Porg, Rurus HENRY—Compton.

Pouprorg, WiLLiaM JosepH—Pontiac.
PowkLL, HENRY A.—Westmoreland.
PREFONTAINE, RaAYMOND—Maisonneuve,
Prror, HoN. Enwarp G.—Victoria (B.C.)
Prourx, IsipoRE—Prescott.

PorrEER, A. W.—Winnipeg.

QUINN, MICHAEL JoserH FRaNcis—Montreal, St.
Ann’s,

RaTz, VALENTINE—Middlesex, N. Riding.
Rz1p, JouN DowsLEY—Grenville, S, Riding.
RicHARDEON, ROBERT LORNE—Lisgar.
RoBERTs0N, JORN Ross—Toronto, East.
Rop1nsoN, JAMEs—Northumberland (N.B.)
RooHE, WILLIAM JAMES--Marguctte, -
Robpick, THOoMAS G.—L{ontreal, 8t. Antecine.
RoceRs, Davip DicksoN—Frontenac.



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.

- X}

Rosayoxn, BEXNETT—Lanark, N. Riding.
Ross, JEaN AvcrsTE—Rimouski.
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Riding.

SproOULE, THOMAS S.—Grey, E. Riding.

StENsoN, MIcHAEL THoMAsS—Richmond and Wolfe.

StuBss, WiLLiaAsi—Cardwell.

* Died June 25, 1900.
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TuprPER, HoN. Sik CHARLES, BART—Cape Breton.

Tcreeer, Hoy. Sik CHarRLEs Hiseert, K.C.M.G.—
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*TYRWHITT, RICHARD—Simcoe, S. Riding.
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Woop, ANDREW TREW-—Hamilton.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.
THURSDAY, February 1, 1900.

The Parlinment, which had been pro-
rogued from time to time, was now com-
manded to asseinble om the 1ist day of
KFebruary, 1900, for the despatch of busi-
ness.

The SPEAKER tcok the Chair at Three
o’clock.

-PrAYERS.

A Message wae delivered by kené Edouard
Kimber, Esaquire, Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod :

Mr. SPRAKRR,—

His Excellency the Governor QGemeral desires
the immediate attendance of your honourable
gleome in the Chamber of the horourabls the

nate.

Accordingly the House went Iinte the
Senate Chamber.

And the House belng returned,

VACANCIES.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to in-
form the House that during recess I received
cornmunications from seversl members
notifying me that the following vacancies
had occurred In the representation, vig. :

Ot ths Honourable William Bullock Ives,
Xember for the Eiector:il District ¢ Sherprookae,
by decsase ;

Of the Honourable C. A. Geofirice, Member
for the Wlectoral District of Chambly and Ver-
chéres, by decease ;

Of the Honourable Sir James D. Bdgar, Member
for the Electora! District of West Ontario, by
decesse ;

Of IeaYo Rinfret, Msquire, Member for the Elec-
toral Mstrict of Letbinidre, by the accepiance
of an office of emolument under the Crown ;

Of Henri Bourassa, Haquire, Moember for the
Electoral Disirict of Labslle, by resignation ;

Of Cléophes Beausoleil!, Esquire, Member for
the Electoral District of Berthier, by the ac-
ceptance of an office of emolument under the
Crown.

Y accordingly issued my several warrants to
‘the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to make

1

out new writs of election for the said elec-
toral districts respectively.

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have also the honour
! to inform the House that dering the recess
! the Clerk of the House has received from
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, certi-
ficates of the clection and return of the
following members, viz. :

Of Heari Bourassa, Esquire, for the Electoral
District of Labeile ;

Of Victor Geoffrion, Esquire, for the Eleetoral
District of Chambly and Vercheéres ;

Of Isaac James Gould, Esquire, for the Flec-
toral Disirict of the West Riding of the County
of Ontarlo ;

Of Joseph Edouard Archambanlt, Esquire, for
the Electoral District of Berthier.
MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

Joseph REdouard Archambault, Esquire, kfem-
ber for the Electorai District of Bertbkier, by

i the Prime Minister (Sir Wiltrid Laurier), ancd
i the Minister of Public Works {Mr. Tarte).

| Isaac James Gould, Esquire, Member for the
: Biectoral District of the West Riding of Ontario,
by the Minister of Trade and Commerce (Sir
Richard Cartwright), and the Posimaster General
(Mr. Mulock).

Henrl Bourassa, Easquire, Member for the Eilec-
toral District of Labelle, by the Minister of
Public Works (Mr. Tarte), and Mr. Monet.

Victor Geoffrion, Esquire, Member for the
Electorel District cf Chambiy and Verchdres,
introduced by the Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrd .
'Iraaurler) and the Mindster of Public Works (Mr.

arte).

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 1) g the administration
of Oaths of Office.—(SIr Wilfrid Laurler.}

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER. I bave the honour to in-
form this House that when the House @d-
attend His Excellency tbe Governor General -
this day, in tke Semate Chamber, His Ex-
cellency was pleased. to make a speech to
both Houses of Parliament, and, to prevent-
mistakes, I have obtained & copy of the
speech, which is as follows :—

REVISHD BIITION
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Honouralble Gentlcmen of the Senate :

(fentlcimen of the House of Commons ;

it is again ‘my pleasing duty to congratulate
ycou on the continued prosperity of the Dominion
and on the remerkable increase in the general
volume of the revenue and of the expeoris and
imports of the country.

Hostilities having unfortunatsly broken out
during recess between Great Britain and the
South African Republic, it appsared to my
Ministers expedient to anticipate the action of
Parliament by equipping and forwarding two
contingents of volunteers to the seat of war as
a practical evidence of the profound devotion and
leyalty of the entire people of Canada to the
Sovereign and institutions of the British Bm-
pire. :

In this connection it is 3 matter of pride and
gratification to the people of this Dominjon that,
in addition to the contingents sent by the gov-
ernment, another Cansadian force is being or-
ganized and despatched at the personal expense
of the High Commissioner of Canada. This
genercus and patrictic action upon the part of
Lord Strathcons reflectz high honour on him and
on the Dominion he represents.

I have been instructed to convey te you Hepr
Majesty’s high appreciation e¢f the loyalty and
patriotism thus displayed, which, following the
preference granted under the present tariff to
articles of British manufacture, kas had the
happiest effect in cementing and intensifying tha
cordial relations subsisting betweer Canada and
the mother country.

A Biil will be submitted for your approval
‘making provisicn for the cost of equipping and
paying the Canadian contingents.

The measures which have been taken from
time to time to facilitate the safe tramsportation
of food stuffs to European markets have resulted
in a large incresse In the exportation of soveral
important articles of produce, snd it may be-
come necessary in the interest of this very im-
pertant branch of indusiry to require a more
cireful inspection than hss beenr customary for
the purpose of maintaining that high standard of
excellence herstofore secured@ and which 1s 8b-
..solutely indispensable if the people of Canada
are to increase their large and profitable trade
with other countries in these commodities.

I am glad to observe that the returns from
the Peat Office Department afford good ground
for believing that the temporary loss of revenue
caused by the great reduction recently made in
letter postage, will speedily be made good by
‘the increased correspondence consequent thereon.

Negotiations &re now in progress with several
- of our sister colomies in the West Indies whick
it 18 hoped mey result in increasing and develop-

ing our trade with those islands, and possibly

Mr. SPEAKER.

with certain portions of the adjacent centinent
of South America.

It gives me great pleasure to observe that, in
pursuance of the policy which was defined st
the last session of parliament, & carefully de-
vised bedy of reguiations has been adopted,
2pplicabie to ail railways and public works
within the federal jurisdiction, making sdeguate
provision for the samitary protection and medical
care of workingmen.

The attention of the government has been
called to the conflicts which occasionally arise
between wcerkmen and their employers. Whils
it may mnot be possible to wholly prevent such
difficulties by legislation, my government think
that many of the disputes might be averted if
better provisions could be made for the friendly
intervention of boards of conciliation, the con-
clusions of which, while mot legally binding,
would have much weight with both sides and
be usgeful in bringing an intelligent public opin-
jon to bear on these complicated subjects. You
will be invited to congider whether the provin-
cial legisiation in this matter may not be use-
fully supplemented by an enactment previding
for the establishment of a Dominfen iribunal for
assisting in the settlement of such gquestions.

I am happy te obhserve that the number of
settlers who have taken up lands in Manitcba
and in the North-west Territories is larger than
ir any previcus year, and affords conclusive evi-
dence ©of the success which has attended the
efforts of my government to promcte immigra-
tion, and I have nc doubt that the greatly in-
creased production of the West will henceforth
add materially to the growth of the trade of
the whoeole Dominion. While the efforts made to
secure increased population for the West have
thus been successful, much attention has also been
devoted to the repatriation of Canadians who
in less prosperous times have left Canade. You
will be pleased to learn that this work Ekas been
atiende@ with satisfactory results.

My government, during the recess, has beexn
giviag its attention to the subject of a railway
commission. Valuable information bhas been and
is still being collected, which when completsd
will be submitted to you, and wiill, no doubt,
receive at your hands the earnest consideration
which the importance of the subject requires.

I am pleased to say that our canal system,
connecting the great lakes with the Atlantic zea-
board, has been completed 30 as to sllow vessels
having a drafi of 14 feet to pass from the head
of Lake Superior to the ses. The vigorous and
suceessful prosecution of these works by my gove
ernment has slready attracted the sattention of
those interested in western transporiation, and
there are good grounds for the hope that, whem
the necessary facilities for the quick and {n-
expensive hendling of ocean trafilc are provided
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and which are now in progress, Canadian ports
will control 2 much larger share of the traffic
of the West.

Measures will be introduced to renew and
amend the existing banking laws, to regulate
the raie of interest payable upon judgments re-

covered in couris of law, to provide for the ;

taking of the pext decennial census, for the
better arrangement of the electoral districts, to
afend the Crimiral Cede and the laws relating
to other important subjects.

Gentlemen of the House of Conamons :

The public accounts will be lald before you,
and also the estimates for the coming year,
which have been prepared with due regard te
ecopomy and the rapiéd growth of the
Domdnion.

Honouralle Gentlemen of the Scnate :
Centiemen of the House of Commons :

I commend to your consideration the subjects
I have mentioned, confildipg in your patriotism
and judgment.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
vier) moved : :

That the speech of Hin Excellerncy the Gover-
nor General, to both Houses of Pariiament, oe
taker inic consideretion on to-morrow.

Mr. BOURASBA. Mr. Speaker, as the dis-
cussion on the speech from the Throne is
to begin to-morrow, and, of course, as that
discussion is goirg to involve many consi-
derations, I wouid like to ask, aithough,
perhaps, this course is rather unususl, if it
is the intention of the Government to lay
on the Table of the Heuse the whole of the
correspondence that has been exchanged,
since last session, between the British gov-
ernment and the government of Cansdsa, or
His Excellency the Governor Genersl, in re-
iation to the participation of Canads in the
Transvaal war.

The PRIME MINISTER. Mr. Speaker,
ray hon. friend (BMr. Bourasss) I8 aware that
it is not in accordance with the practice of
the House to lay on the Table any docu-
ments before the address has been voted
upon. But, on this cceasion, it seems to me,
that the request of my hon. friend is a rea-
sonable one, and that it would be conducive
to the better discussion of the speech of His
Excellency the Governor General if the cor-
respondence were laid on the Table of the
House. But, if we do this I must ask the
House to sliow a chenge to be made in the
motion and to substitute Monday for to-
morrow, because it would not be possible to
have the correspondence in shape for to-
morrow afternoon. If agreeable to my hon.
friend (8ir Charles Tupper), I will undertake
to have the papers lald on the Table of the
‘House on Monday, and, probably, on Satur-

it

day morning, or to-morrow evening, I will
be happy to transmit & private copy of the
same to my hon. friend for his own informa-
tion.

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lan-
rier) moved :

That Select Standing Committees of this House
for tha present session be appointed for the fol-
lowing purposes :—1. Ou Privileges and Elec-
tions.—2. On Expiring Laws.—3. On Rallways,
Canals and Telegraph Lines.—4. On Miscei-
laneous Private Blils.—5. On Standing Orders.—
¢. On Printing.—%. On Public Acecounts.—8. On
Banking and Commerce.—9. On Agriculture arnd
Colonization,—which said commitiess shall sever-
ally be empowered to examine and inquire into all
such matters and things as may be referred to
them by the House ; and to report from time to
time their observations and opinions thereon ;
witg power to send for persons, papers and re-
cords.

Motion agreed to.

REPORT.

Report of the Joint Librarians of Parlia-
ment.—(Mr. Speaker.)

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier) moved the adjournment of the House.

Motion agreed to, and the House adjourn-
ed at 3.55 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Mowpay, February 5, 1900.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

PRAYERS.

OFFICIAL DEBATES OF THE HOUSE.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lan-
rier) moved :

That a select commlittes be appointed to super-
vise the official report of the debates of this
House during the present sesgion, with power
to report from time to time, tec be compeossed of
Messrs. Fortin, Bergeron, Champagne, Chari-
ton, Craig, Davir, Earle, Eliis, Hsaley, LaRividre,
Monet, Richardsonr, Scriver, Somerville and
Taylor.

He sald: This Is the same committee as last
year, with the exception of Mr. Fortip, whe
takes the pisce of Mr. BeamsoleiL

Motion agreed to.
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ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCBL-
LENCY'S SPEECH.

The PRIME MINISTER (8ir Wilfrid Lau-
rier) moved :

That the Ordsr for the corelderatiorn of the
motion for an address to His Excellency the
Governor General in reply to his speech at the
opening of the session, have precedenco over
all other business except the introducticon of
Bills, until this metion is disposed of.

Metion agreed to.

SOUTH AFRICAN WAR—CANADIAN
CONTINGENTS.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfriéd Lau-
rier). By command of His Exceuency, I beg
to lay on the Table certain papers in con-
nection with the sending of the contingents.
These are the papers which were mentioned
the other day on the epening of the session.
I bad the honour on Saturday last of sending
my hon.. friend the leader of the opposition
all the papers I had at the time. I have
glven orders to have them printed and ex-
pected to have the printed copies distributed
to-day to the members of the Hcuse. The
papers I lay on the Table of the House are
only part of the papers. I did nct take the
precaution ¢f having them completed, be-
cause I expected te be gble to lay on the
Table the printed coples, which I expect to
be distributed in a few minuates. Apsart from
thet I have other correspondence on the|
same subject which I shall iay on the Table |
later in the day. i

|
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION. j

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honoar to in- |

there are something ever thirty sections or
subsections dealing with tne election law,
and in it I am tryiepg to do away with some
of the imperfections that have been devei-
oped ir the operation of this law, with the
view of conducting Lonestly elections. in
this country. I presume that we are all
anxious to amend the present Dominion
election law.” Hon. gentlemen on the gov-
ernment side are, of course, aware that
whatever tactics their friends msay resort
to in their favour, can aiso be adopted by
friends of the hon. gentlemen on this side
of the House; but 1 assume that we are
2]l anxious to perfect the Dominion Elec-
tisno Act, so as to secure honest elections.

Now, in this Bili I provide, in the first
place, that only resident returning officers
and poll clerks shall be employed ir each
locality, and nc others. Instead of allow-
ing the returning officer to say to any can-
didate or his agent that he declines to fur-
nish them with the names of the deputy
retorning ofiicers or their poll clerks, I pro-
pose to make a provisien by which the re-
turning officer shall, within a certain time
previous to the electicu, expose in his of-
fice for public inspection the names of sl
the returning ofticers with the poll clerks,
and the polling booths at which they are to
act, so that the public may have an oppor-
tunity of knowing those things if they see
fit. Instesd of leaving It discreticuary
with the deputy returning officers to fur-
nish a statement of the state of the polls
in which they act, I prepose an smend-
ment te make it compulsory on their part
to furnish that statement to the candidates
or thelr sgents at that poll.

Now, with respect to the $200 deposit, I
may remark that it is a liberal principle
which was advocated in this House by the
Hon. Edward Blake when in opposition,

forin the House that the Clerk of the Honse | that & $200 deposit ought not to be requir-
hee received from the Clerk of the Crown  ©6. In the Provincial Act of Ontario no
in Chancery the certificate of the election i guch deposit i8 required, and I cannot see
2nd return of Edmond Fortier, Esquire, for 'any resson why it should be required iz

: | the case of Dominion elections. I aiso find
the electoral district of Lotbluidre. ' from the manuer in which elections have

 been conducted in Ontarie—I will not here
i speak of the other provinees, because I am
' not so well acquainted with thelr mode of

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 2) to further amend the Fertili-|
gerg Act (Mr. Domville). '

THE DOMINION ELECTION ACT.

Mr. INGRAM moved for leave to introduce
Bili (No. 3) to further amend tkhe Dceminion |
Tlection Act

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
vier). Rxpizain.

Mr. INGRAM. 1 explained very fully a
gimilar Bil! which I introduced last session,
smending, as I thought. several! eof the
grievances that honeat electors have to com-
plain of. I may say that in this present BiIl.

8ir WILFRID LAURIER.

——

conducting electlons—that under the new
system of counducting elections in our pro-
vince, somcthing more stringent is requir-
ed to prevent the crookedness that has beex
practised. 8o I propese in one or two nmac-
tions, which are explanatory or directory
to the deputy retarning officer. to adopt a
new method of opening the polis, by which
the candidates or their agents are entitled
to inspect the baliot papers. the baliof boxes,
and &ll documents that are tc be used at
the election. I will teli you one of the rea-
sons why I propose that amendment. In
the election in East Middlesex the other éay,
they ran shert of ballat Gapers at cne of
the polling bootha, and 1 propose to pre-
vent the possibility of that thing occurring
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again. If the number of voters at that
poliing booth is known, and 2 suificient
number cf ballot papers are provided for it,
then there is mo possibility of the ballot
papers running short at that booth. At
the cliose of the day’s polling, at five o'clock,
under section 58 of the present Dominion
Electicn Act, certain things are required of
the deputy returning officer and these who
attend at thet booth. As I have already
remarked, according to the way we con-
duct electioms, that section has proved in-
adequate, and under the new mede I pro-
pose to make it practically impossible that
any crookedness can be carried on, except
at very great risk.

Now, with respect te¢ the recount, we had
some difficulty in 18358 in on¢ or two con-
stituencies where Dominion elections were
beld, owing to the deputy returning ofH-
cers not doing their duty under the law.
I propose an amendment in that respect 3o
thgt It will not be necessary to deposit $160
before you can have a reccount. I propose to
strike that previsior out. I cannot see why
& candidate who believes that he has been
defeated dishomestly and that votes have
been counted against him, which ought not
to0 be counted, should be forced to deposit
$100 in order to get justice—and from
whom? ¥From a judge who is already paid
a very good salary for performing hig duty;
and the candidate bas to pay a returning
officer or poll clerk to attend, who may,
perhaps, have bdeen doing semething which
prevented him from winring in the elec-
tion. So I say there i8 no hecessity why he
should be callied upon to depesit $10D.

There are several cother amendments to
the Act. 1 propose to reiain somme of the
sections and subsections in the present Act,
while othera I propose to replace by entire-
1y new ones. As to the crimes of persons-
tion, plugging, switching, stealing ballcts
and ballot boxes, stuffing, bribing, intimi-
dating and other such tactics, which are
now pretty well kpown to those who take
part in elections, my object is to prevent
them cccurring in the future so far as pos-
sible. I would llke to draw the attentlon
of the First Minister (R1Ur Wilfrid Laurier)
to thig fact, that I preparing amendments

t6 any Act now on the statute-book it iz a

. very <difflcult matter even for lawyers, I
fancy, and much more so for laymen, to
aveid coming into confiict with the various
other Acts that are now on our sistutes,
and for this reason, that since 1836 there
bas been no consolidation of the Dominien
statutes, and ¥ think it {2 in the interests
of the public that such a consolldation
should take place, axd such consolidation
shonld take piece in the near future. I wish
to say fo the right hon. gentieman that the
preseat iaw iz in & very bad state, that it
does not meet the requirements of the neo-
ple of thir country; and I would ask him
&nd all other hon. gentlemen to assist in
perfecting that law, so that we may have

on the statute-bosk an Act that will give
satisfactior to the public generally.

tiMot!on agreed to, and Bill read the first
me.

REPCRT.

Public Accounts for the year ending June
30, 1899.—(Mr. Fielding.)

ADPDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCY’'S SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the considera-
tion of His Kxcellency’s speechh at the open-
ing of the session.

Mr. GOULD. My, Speaker, I rise for the
purpose of moving that a humble address
be presented to His Kxceilency the Governor
General in reply to his speech fiom the
Thrope. I am deeply scnsible of the great
honoar that is conferred upon me and upon
my constituents in having been selected to
perform this important daty. I feel that,
perhaps, it would have been better had this
impertant tagk been pikced In other apd
better hands—in the hsnds of one who
had more experience in federal politics.
However, | feel assured that 1 shall
receive from the members of this
Houge that same kind consiGeration and
induigence that they have gver shown to
new members who have found themselves
placed in the positica I 8nd myself placed
iz to-day. Permit me to refer briefly, be-
fore I proceed further, to the sad event
that caused the vacancy in the riding of
West Ontsario, the riding that 1 have now
the honour to represent. For fifteen yesrs
the late Sir James Edgar was the esteemed
representative of that riding. His services
to his country and to his party can scarcely
be overestimated. He was a8 truae, nocble
Canadiap in the very best sense of the
term, and w&a ever ready, both by volce
ard pen, to uphold and advance the interests
of hiz country. He was an sble statesman
and & strong loyallat. The people of West
Ontario rejoiced over his elevation to the
position he occupied in this House
as the First Commoner of the land,
& position that he filled with so muach
credit to himself and to the FPar-
lamert of Cansade, &nd X belleve, in asuch
a way as to meet with the entire zpproval
of both sides of this House. His peassing
away was a distinct loss to the netion. The
people of West Ontario felt keenly his
death, and they sympathize gincerely with
Lady Edgar and her family in their gresat
bemvement.f . s, to refer ¢

I propose, for & few momen (v er to
theppcsition of our country &3 we find 1t
pow from the commercial point of view.
Comparing the present position with that
of a few years &go0, a complete transforms-
tion has taken pisce. A new Canada hsas
azisen ; we seem to be Uving in & new
age ; business conditions, political condi-
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tions, nationel conrditions have all changed
and mmaterially for the better. Never in the
history of Canada were the people s8¢ proa-
perous and contented. Never have they bhad
such unbounded counfidence in the future.
Never did Caneda stand s8¢ high in the esti-
mation of the nations as she does to-day ;
industrial life and prosperity are evident on
every bhand and progress and development
are to be seen onr all sides. The farmers
are thriving, farm mortgages are being
rapidiy peid off, the mannfacturers are over-
ron with orders, the mechanics sre being
fully employed, apd are receiving greatly in-
creased wages, cur lumbering industries are
advancing by leaps and Bounds and our
mining interests are attracting the attention
of the whoie world. QOur banking instito-
tions, too, find safe and profitable invest-
ments for all their funds and our great raii-
way corperations are receiving largely in-
creased returas. The present Premier (Sir
Wiltrid Laurier) when in opposition, omce
said, in reply to a long quotation of figures
from the then Finance Minister (Bir. Foster),
that when his party came into power it

woald not be necessary to quote figures to.
prove to the people that they were prosper-

ous. The people would feel the jingle of
presperity im their pockets.
that predictien has been abundanily
veriftod ; 1 think thei the people are feeling
thee Jingle of progperity to-day &s they pever

felt it before. ©Our foreign irade hos won-

derfully incrensed. Permit me to give a few
figures in connection therewith. Qur
foreign trade bhess increased in  the
three years egimee 1836 by =mo less
than 382,000,000, bot to ensble cme fully to
grasp the greatness of this lncrease, 2 com-
parison is necessary. I .find from the trade
2nd aavigation returne that the incresse is
greiter by seme $£16,000,000 than the lu-
cregse for the eighteen yvears fromm 1878 to
i898. But, great 2z hus been the increase
In the iast three fiscal vears the trade of

the present fiseal year bids fair to surpass.

it by many millions. Our total foreign trade
for the six months ending December was
$203,000,000, wbhick s within $L000.40 of

the total foreign trade for the full fiscal
year of 1889, and within $35,000,000 of the

total foreign trade for the full fieczl year of
1828. Our exports tos, have largely io-
crensed ; our cxporis are greater by §29,-
000,000 for the six months of the present
ficenl year than for the fuil year of 18%8,
and within $12,060,000 of those for the fall
fiscal year of 188¢. If the present rate of
progress in our trade continues to the and of
this fiscal year we shall toneh the 2875,000,-
000 mark. OCur highest foreign trazde under
the Inte Administration was 8247,009,600,

arpd If expectatioms be realized our for--

eign trade for 1900 will exceed thetef the
best year wnder the lnte government by over
$186.,900,060. These figures are eloguent in
themeelves and must make every irue Cana-

Mr. GOULD.

I think

dien proud of his country. This sbundant
prosperity is, I am sure, very gratifying to
gll of vg, and mcore especially to the gov-
ernment who have done 80 mueh to bring it
about. I am aware, 8ir, that the opposition
do pot 2dmit that the government are en-
titled to the er-’it for this prespercus
stete of affairs, but I venture to say
that the great thinking public de not iake
that view. [ Dbelieve that the great major-
ity of the people of Canada are fully satis-
fied that the government are entitled to
a very large measure of credit for this pres-
perous state of aiffairs. At all events, Sir,
we cannct close cur ¢yes to this fact, that
immediately upon the advent of the present
administration to power prosperity et omce
returped. Confidence was restored and
busginess has progressed amazingly ever
gince, At the Reform Conventiop in this
city, in 1823, the Liberal party declared
in favoar of a scund facal pollecy—a poliey
of tariff reform, & policy that would lighten
the burdens of the people withont doing sny
injustice to &ny cilass, and would ar the
same time bring back prosperity to the
covntry, and I am bourd to say that that de-
claration has been carried out by the present
administration. The tariff has been reforin-
ed ; the taxation of the pecple has been re-
duced, prosperity has returned, and the fsrm-
ers especiaily are receiving great benefit by
the changes. But, it i not through the
changes in the traiff alone thet the gov-
einment has sdvanced the interests of the
country. Iis vigerous policy in respect io
traasportation is highly commendable and
wiil receive the approbation of the country.
The tramsportation problem is oxe of the
greatest that can engage the sttention of
the government. it Is of prime importapce
that our preoducts be conveyed to the best
markets in the cheapest possible msruer
and with the obmnost despateh. Bvery doiliar
saved in the cost of transporting graln aund
gther farm producis is so0 much saved to
the agricuiturists, and through them, to
the people. In this connection the
government aund the country sare io
be copgreiuiated wupon the ecompletion
of the 8t Lawrenece Canzl system.
We have now 2 system of water transport
from the head of Lake Superior to the city
of Montreal which will accommoidate veszels
drawing 14 feet of water. The greainess of
tbig accompiishment cannot be realized now,
but our owsn ané succeeding genera-
tiors of Canadians wiil be vastiy bepe-
ited by it And, Sir, though much
hes Bbeen done to develosp the interests
of transportation, much remainz to be done.
1 think we are safe ip saying thst the pre-
sent government is fully siive to the situa-
tion &pd that they will deal with the mattor
in a scund bunsinesslike way. I am pleased
to motice that the Department of Agricul
vure has pursued a progresgsive policy In re-
ference to our cold storage and shipping
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facilities. Canada hes now obtained a sgirong
foothold in the markets of Great Britaln,
and it behogves the government apd all
exporters to see that they sirengthen
their hold on that market. It muast be 8
sgurce of pride to sll Canadians o know
that Canadizsn butter, bacon and cheese
teke such a hLigh place in the esti-
mation of the Britishk consumer. The
expoert of these products in Canada is largely
increasing, so that we may well expect to
maintaln cur hold ou the British market.
Perinit me for a moment to give z few
figures as to the volume of eur trade in
these .articles. In 1838 we shipped to Great
Britain nearly 5,080,080 poonds of butter ;in
1889 we shipped to Great Britais 19,600,600
peunds of butter. In 1838 we shipped to
Great Britain 164,600,800 pounds of cheese ;
in 1836 we sehipped to Great Britain 183,060,-
020 pounds of cheese. Qur exports of bacon
to the old lapd have increased enormously.
In 1886 we exported 47,088,600 pounds of
bacon; In 1885 we exported 111,600,090
pounds of bacon. [ am pleased alzo 1o
netice that the government centemplate &
more efficient system of imspection in refer-
ence 1o onr food producis which are shipped
to Great Britaln., If we are to malntain the
positien we now held in the British market
it iz of the very greatest importance that we
not only send over cominsdities of the best
quality, but that we shali also only send
tkege commodities in the best pousible condi-
tien. A proper system of imspection will
tend towards that end, and the British con-
gamer in buying a Capsdian product wili
roalizse that he is buying of the very hest.
1 now propose, Ar. Speaker, to refer for 2
moment to @ matter that iz gt present ce-
cupylegz the minds, not only of Canadisns,
but of the people of all the clvilized world.
I alinde to the war In Sowth Afrieca, gud I
apetcielly wisk to speak of the part that
our Camadlan volunteers are taking in it
The Britieh Empire iz now. undsrgolog 2
severe strain. The events of the last few
weeks are such as to try all our souls. How-
ever, Blr, disaster hss not dJaunted the
courage of the British people ; it hasz only
stimulated them 1o greater efforts. Reverses
to our arme have eerved oniy to make
the npation steonger, strong in the
sense of the Justice of her cause,
gtrong in the bellef that right will
uldmately prevall. Although judging from
present appearances, it may be long
before the end of the war i3 resched, yet
there czn be but ome ending, and thai
end is the uitimate tricmph of the British
arns ; the establishment of law and order,
of liberty and geed governinent, with equal

justice and eguel rights to all in South |

Africa under the Britieh flag. Sir, we all
regret this war: we regret the causes
which brought it abcout. We regret ex-
ceedingly the loss of life which it has en-
tailed, but there is another side to the
" ghield. The war has welded the empire to-
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gether. It has given to tie world the spec-
tacie of the colonies standing behind tke
eother country to support her. It has pre-
sented the frm amd united front of the
British Empire to the enemy, and wher the
war is over, the world will behold a trited
South Africa and & united British Empire.
The part Canada has tzken in this war ia,
I submit, to their infinite credit. When hoa-
tilities commenced, our government  found
themseives confronted with & very grave
and sericus questicn and one entirely nmew
in our constitutional history. The question
arose : Whether or not the people of Canada
snould take a part in the wars ¢f Great
Britain. Reference has been made to the
action of the government sending these con-
tingents without first having called parlia-
ment together. Sir, tbhe principle that
pardHament shouid control the expeanditures
of all public moneys is & scund one, and one
which the ELiberal party has always ad-
hered to. It is a principle which is the very
corper stone of responsible government, But
ibere sre times in the history of countries,
as there are times in the lives of individusls,
when it becomes necessary to move guickly ;
times when the letter of the law may be
vielated yet the spirit of it e maintained.
I believe the government did right in taking
tka cowvrse they did, and 1 am confident that
tt?;ir-aeﬂan will be sustained by the coun-
Great praise is due to the governiment, and
eapecially to the hon. Minister of MilHtic and
Defence (Mr. Borden, King’s, N.S) for the
efficiency and despatch shewn im fitting ont
and {ransperting our brave volunteers. The
contingents that have been sent to the front
are & oredit to Canade, and it is with pride
we all observe that they bhave already dis-
tingunisked themselves by bravery ie sctien.
That they wiii cosiinue to render & good
account of themseives, I have not the
slightest doubt. Carpads’s sction has been
gratefully welcemed by the Imperial gov-
ernment. The daevghter has stecd up nebly
for the mother aund proved her loyalty, by
more thar the word of mouth. Some per-
sons appear to be alsrmed lest Canada
should uot pay encugh of the expenses of this
raovement, but I have no doubt that when
all the facts of the case beceme known the
public will be sgtisfled—as the Imperial gov-
ernment are sstisfied—that Canada is acting
very liberally in the matter. What is it
that Canads is doimg? The government
have nndertaken to raise, arm, equip and pro-
vislon these contingents and supply them
with trensportation, paying all expenses of
every character until the landing of the
treope in South Africa. Up to this point
the troops will alsg rec2ive their pay from
the Canadian treasury at established Can-
adian rates. Durlpg the peried of actual
service in Africa the troops will be nrid by
the British government at the Imperial rate.
This iz the desire of the British governinent
and the adopticn of any different policy, 58
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respects payment in the fleld, would be
opposed to their wishes. But Canada is
doing something meore. The imperial rates
of pay are less than those of the Canadian
service. Our government is providing the
difference between the Imperial pay and the
Canadian pay. The amount so provided is
not to be paid te the men in the fleid, for the
reason already given, but it will be used for
.the benefit of their families at home, or
placed to their credit, to be paid to them
on their return.

Just 2 word mere, Mr. Speaker. I wish
to express my satisfaction and the satis-
faction of the great majority of my consti-
tuents, &as shown by my election by ac-
clamation, with the generai course pursued
by this government. I believe it to
have been in the best interests of the
people. Mistakes there may have been, but
on the whole the policy has been dictated
by prudence, wisdom, and good business
judgment. The reforms inaugurated have
been striking and beneficial. The reform of
the tariff ; the reduction in the postal rates
brought about by econcmical snd efficient
administration of the department ; the ex-
tension of the Intercolonial Railway to
Montreal ; the development of the Xootenay
country by the construction of the Crow’s
Nest Pass Rallway ; the abolition of the
Franchise Act ; the sturdy patrictism msin-
tained by our leaders in negotiations with
foreign governments, and their steadfast
loyaity to our motheriland, have ali terded
for good. The expressed aim of our leader s
inspiring. Surely no greater ambition could
be held by any Canadian siatesman than to
make the Canadian family a united family
under the same flsg, and 1 em satisfled that
for many years to come the destinies of the
country will be ir his hands.

I thank the members of the House for
their kind indulgence, and 1 conciande, Mr.
Speaker, by moving that an humble address
be presented to His Excellency in reply to
the speech from the Threne.

Mr. VICTOR GEOFFRICN. (Transla-
tion.) Mr. Speaker, I have the hon-
our to second the propesition of the
hon. member for West Ontario (Mrc.
Gould) that an address be voted by this
House In reply to the speech from the
Throne.

It would seem, Mr. Speaker, that 1 ought
to have contented myself strictly with de-
claring that I support the proposition of
‘- the hon. gentleman, thus leaving the House
vnder the agreeable impreszsion crested by
the judicious and elequent remarks just
fallen from the lips of tbhe hon. gentleman.
However, let the House allow me to add a
few persongl remsarks on certain porticns
of the speech from the Throne, to which
I desire In a particolar manner to draw
the attention of this House.

. First, as to the presperity of the countsy,
referred to in the speech from the Throne,

~ Mr. GOULD.

a point which has been so eloguently dwelt
upon by the hon. gentleman who has just
taken his seat. I may say that such preos-
perity is patent and undeniable, and T am
not aware of the fact being called in ques-
tion by any hon. gentleman on the other
side of the House. Prosperity, as a matter
of fact, prevails froin one end of the couan-
try to the other, an unprecedented fact in
the annals of Canada.

Never were the farming community so
prosperous ; never were their products dis-
posed of under more favourable conditions
and at more satisfactory prices. The farm-
ers have money to lean; and the price of
farniing lands has increased in proportion
to the profits yielded by those lands.

Ask the farming community what they
think of the present regime and they will
answer your query by pointing at their im-
proved farms, no longer burdened with
debts, while cheese and butter factories
are springing up Ip 2lmost every parish and
running the year through. They will giv
yon the same aaswer as that just given by
those rumerous rural constituencies who,
Laving been appealed to within the few
last months, did give their support to and
endorsed the government policy. Bvery
branch of industry is alse in a fiourishing
state. The manufacturers who, at the time
of the general elections of 1896, had felt
some anxiety when listening to the alarm-
ing prophecies of the Conservative speakers
and newspapers, now acknowledge that
they were fully justified in trusting in the
declarations of the leaders of the party who
now ruie the country. Every branch of
trade from the bottom to the top of the lad-
der i1s doirg a rushing business as shown
by the reports of the various commercial
agencies. Failures have decreased by one-
fourtk within the last three years and
forced sales are now the exception, things
having reached such & pass that in some
districts sheriffs are forced to give up their
offices and to carve out for themselves new
pesitions.

The improvement of cur canals and of
our navigable streams has given a new im-
petus to our merchant shipping. 1 have the
honour of representing here a rural consti-
tuency In the district of Montreal, and omne
in the immediate mneighbourkhcod of the
great commercial metropolis where I live.
I kad the opportunity, as well as several
other Lon. gentlemen sgitting in this House,
te watch the enormous development, from
8 commercial standpoint, of that great dis-
trict and more particularly, that of the
city of Montreal.

To ascribe to chance alone the encrmous
impetus given to our trade and industries,
ginee the coming inte power of the Liberzl
party, wouid offer no reascnsble explana-
tion of that phenomenon. Four or five
years ago, business in the city of Montreal
was in a state of depression; the failures



17 [FEBRUARY 5, 1900]

|

were increasing in an alarming preportion ; ment has restored peace and brought back
the coasting trade and navigation proper; prosperity into the country, and the people

i m i mme et ——————— s e e SO U U USSR U

were dwindling away ; the stoppage of our
manufactures was the order of the day;
but no sconer had the Liberal government
inaugurated their policy, than our trade in-
creased in a wonderful way; prosperity
went forward by leaps and bounds; fail-
ures decreased by omne-fourth, business im-.
- proved in all directicas, and the government
had to set to work to improve the channel of
the St. Lawrence and extend our harbour
in order to accommodate the ever-increas-
ing number of ships coming into it from xli
parts of the world.

We are bound to build grain elevaters and
warehouses which wili cost millions of dol-
lars, if we wish to keep pace with the in-|
crease of trade. Now, Mr. Speaker, in cor-
roboration of the factis I have just peinted |
out, let me call the attention of the House
to the report of the Harbour Cominissicners
of Montreal, just published by the Montrea!|
Gazette and the Star. Thart report is signed:
by Mr. Smith, in his quality as president of
that bedy, a gentleman who, so far as I
know was never a supporter of the Liberal}
party. Therefore, it is obvious that the gov-:
erninent policy has brought back peace and
prosperity throughout the country. But, say
certain opponents of the governiment, that.
prosperity, which is self-evident, i not the!
outcome of the policy of the Liberal pariy.
but, on the contrary, it is the result of the
Conservative policy ! I am quite ready to
admit, Mr. Speaker, that the bountifu’ har-
vest with which the country was blessed
Iast year, was not the result of the pelicy
of the Liberal party. But, it is not enough
to have a bountiful harvest; outlets have,
moreover, to be provided, to dispose of the
products of the soil, and to enabie us to ob-
tain paying returns for them.

The Conservative party, I presume, do not
pretend to claim as a resuit of their policy,
the tariff reform ; the extension of the Im-
tercolonial Railway; the lmportant improve-
ments made in (ae harbour of Montreal and
in our canals and our navigable streams ;
the arrangements entered into with Great
Britairn for the transportation of our pro-
ducts, and, from the standpoint of our trade
relations with the mother country, the abro-
zation of the Belgian apd German treaties ;
the postal reforms, the sdoption of the
peunny-postage ; the cold storage systemn. es-
tabiished by the hon. Minister ¢f Agricul-
ture (Mr. Fisher) for the transportatiorn of
the dairy products aand of perishable pro-
ducts ; the abrogation of the Franchise Bill,
with its costly machinery, tc the generai
satisfaction of the public; the peace re-
stored to the country since the settiement of
the Magpitoba school guestion. All those
measures which have brought about the re-
sult referred io, have been bitterly opposed
by the homn. gentlemen opposite. Therefore,
I think the general! policy of the govern-

wiil give them credit for it

Now, Sir, I am delighted te see that the
government have given evidence of the
great interest they bear the working
classes, by adopting a body of regulations to
the eifect of compelling the raiiway com-
panies and the undertakers of important
public . werks, necessitating the agglomera-
tion of working men, to put into effect more
practical hygienic rules and to afford work-
ingmen a larger measure of protection,
which will result in decreased diseases and
accidents. If there is a class of our popula-
tion which is entitled to the protection of
the state, it is, beyondé question, the work-
ingmen and the labourers, inasmuch as they
are less in position than other classes, owing
no doubt to their lack of education, t¢ pro-
tect themselves from the ill-will or the
greediness of their employers.

It is contemplated to create a tribunal of
conciliation for the settlement of conflicts
arising between workmen and their em-
ployers, wkich would result in putting a
stop to strikes, or, at least, in averting in a
large measure those difficulties which

lalways prove disastrous to both interested

parties, and which bear almeost invariably
nmiore heavily upon the workingmen than
upon their employers.

The influx of immigrants into Canada has
considerably increased, and our vacant
lands are being taken up in all the different
parts of Canada, and what is still more
satisfactory, many of our fellow-country-
men are being repatriated. These who have
closely watched the evils caused by the
exodus of our farmers towards the United
States, observe with pleasure that this
excdus is being stopped, and the deserted
farms are once more being occupied by their
former owners.

I see with pleasure that the government

contemplate renewing and amending the
banking laws. The recent disasters which
have occurred in conrection with some-
banks shows the necessity of promptly
remedying the defects of the law; otherwise,
the confidence repesed in our monetary
jnstitutions will grow weaker from day to
day. )
It is of the utmost importance that the
deepening of our canals should be proceeded
with without any delay; a large portior of
those works has already been carried out,
but there still remains something to be
done, and when they are completed, we will
be able to transport by the St. Lawrence
route hundreds of millions of tons of gralnm,
which, up to the present, have taken the
other route to reach the ocean.

The most important event of the year, and
the one, among those referred to in the
speech from the Throne, which has chiefly
engaged the attention and inflamed the
public mind throughout the empire, I8
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without question, the war whick Great
Britain has te carry out in Sowth Africa
against the Transvaal Republic. All Cana-
dians, irrespective of party ties, have stood
up Dpobly for the mother ccuntry in this
crisig in her history, and have, in no uncer-
tein tones, expressed their intention that
Canada should send a certain number «f
volunteers to fight side by side with the
soldiers of the Queen. Before that great out-
burst of popular feeling and sympathy, the
government thought it their duty to fit out
and despatch a contingent, without first
copsulting parlisment. I believe the gov-
ernment did right in taking that course, and
that their action is endorsed by the almost
entire population of our coantry.

We have, in Canada, goveroment by the
people and for the people, and there could
not possibly exist apy doubt as to the
endorsement of the government policy by
the representatives of the people on that
question. We are a British cclony, and we
owe Great Britain a debt of gratitude on
account of the large sum of Iiberty we are
enjoying under her fiag.

The government, in fitting out and send-
ing the contingents to Scuth Africa, have
compled with the conditicns laid down by
Great Britain herself. There was no imter-
ference with our constitution, and under the
circumstances, as I said, the government
did right and as they were bound to do.

Some newspapers seem to think that the
people in the province of Quebec are somme-
what in lack of loyalty. No more unground-
ed, no more unjustifiable charge could be
levellted at our pecple. The French Capa-
dians never lacked loyalty to the British
Crown, ard If ever, in the past, acts of
diefoyslty, in the true acceptation of the
word, were perpetrated, the perpetrators of
thome acis are to be found elsewhere than
in the ranks of the French Canadians. We,
French Cinadians, never wished to change
our aliegiance, realizing as we do, that
under the protectien of Great Briigin, we
enjoy as large a2 sum of liberty 2s is to be
found .in any country of the world.

‘We, French Canadians, also wieh te see
the British flag majestically waving over
all the seas; we also wish to see the British
troops victorious, and at each reverse of the
‘Bridsh srms during this hard-fought war,
‘our warmest sympathies went forth to that
- venerable and glorlous Queen who, for over
sixty years, has presided over the Jestinies
of the British Empire. ;
- -In conclusicn, Mr. Speaker—for this
House, it seems to me, is anxious that I
should draw these remarks to a conclusion—
~ but I may assure the hon. gentlemen that
I am not less anxious than they are to
- resume my seat; let me tell them that it is

always a new pleasure for hon. members,

‘on both sides of the House, to see the heon.
- leader of the oppesition, resume his seat at
“the opening of each succeeding session,

3r. GEOFFRION.

xmore hale, more hearty and more vigorous
than ever. Omne would be inclined te¢ think
that feor the hen. gentleman, the role of
leader of the opposition is a pledge of
longevity and good hezlth. And I think I
am but veoicing the feeling of the hon.
gentlemen on both sides of the House in
expressing the wish nat long may he con-
tinue to occupy the post he now fiils so¢
well.

As to the right hon. leader of the House
and his colleagues, may they long ccentinue
to administer public affairs with the ‘same
wisdom as in the past, and the people will
give them credit for it.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Mr. Speaker,
it now becemes my very agreeable duty to
congratulate the hon. gentlemen who have
moved and seconded the address in. apswer
to the speech. I may say that these gen-
tlemen both succeeded very eminent mem-
bers ¢f this House. The position they are
called upon to fill requires, in order that
they may compare at ail favourably with
their predecessors, very greai ability and
very great knowledge. All of us agree in
iamenting the loss, to which the hobn. mover
referred, of the late Speaker of this House,
and all of us comcur in the eulogium that
was passed by that hon. geuntleman upon
his distinguished predecessor. I am happy
to be able, from the brief acquaintance we
have all had the pleasure of making with
the hon. member for West Ontario (Mr.
Gould), tc congratulate the House, and to
congratulate my hon. friend the leader of
the government, upen having secured in
the successor to the late Speaker & gentle-
man whose ability has siready been made
manifest to the House by the very able
manner in which he has moved the motiocn
placed in his hands. I may say. also, that
the hon. member for Verchéres (Mr. Geof-
frion) succeeds, as we all know. one of the
most distinguished members who has ever
occupled a seat on the fieor of this House
on either side. 'The late Hon. Mr. Geof-
frion brought to this House not only signsl
professionsi ability, which placed him in
the front rank of professional men and con-
stitutHonal iawyers, but that high perscnal
character and that wide acquaintance with
public affairs and that independent spirit
in dealing with them, which made him an
ornament to the House. and caused . us
deeply to regret his loss. Although 1 have
not been able to fellow his successor, the
present member, bearing the same nrRme.
and of the same family, as well as I would
have liked to do. yet, so far as I have been:
able to form a judgmeat, I think we may
all congratalste ourselves that able and dis-
tinguished as the late member for Ver-
cheres was, he has been succeeded by a

‘gentleman who bids fair to become & very

valuable acquisition to the House of Com-
mons.
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Now, Sir, I may say that anxious as I
pro-
ceed with the public business of the couxn-.
try with all possible promptitude, and over-
shadowed as every other guestion that has:
been piaced before us in the speech from

the Threne is by the reference to the posi- have

understand the Government are to

tion the empire now occupies, I do not

propose to make any reference to any of . it .
the subjects which have just been discuss-! g{gﬁeéhebi_er et would be better re-
ed in the very able speeches of the bhon.; M

mover and seconder of the address other;

than that of the troubles in the Transvaal.
The debate on the Budget, which we shall
probably reach at an early day, will enable

us 1o Qeal fully and completely with a large!

namber of the matters that have been re- known to hon. members on both sides and

ferred to by these hon. gentlemen: and the
will be more conveniently dealt with when

G8.

of dealing at not too great length. 1 hope.
occupies the thoughts of all :of us to-day.

rather tham to go into those other ques-:

tions, which may be dealt with' more fully CoBsideration.

treated it from that standpeint.

are dealt with, I am afraid I shall be’
obliged to -differ in some degree with many

and conpietelv hereafter. nv« when the

of the statements that have ‘been made by
the hon. mover and the ben. seconder of the
address. I may say that since the first
day the parliament of Canada assembled
in this Chamber, we have never met in
such 'a position as that in which we now
meet. Never have we met on any occa-
sion when the Imperial government stood
in any position at ali to be compared with
that in which it now stands. Some partles,
labouring under & very great misconception
of the struggle in which the empire is
now engaged, altogether underrate it. The
position in which the government of ‘the
empire finds itself in. carrying out the
policy to which it has been compelled to
commit itself, iz without paraliel since this
confederation has been established. I may
say that from one end of this comntry to
the other. there is no question on which
men of all classes, of every section of the
community, feel so strongly as on this great
transcendent question that occupies our
minds to-day. and the minds of &ll British

other measures foreshadowed in the speech : 234 1o terms that

- sneech from the Throne, unless they are
we have the measures themselves before Sustained by the actual, existing facts, can

Therefore, I think I shall be consult-- be used with any advantage, either to the

ing the wishes of both sides of the Ho.usei House or this countiry or to the empire.
if 1 adopt the course at the present time _treated this question of the Transvaal war

with that great transcendent question that: and the part that I felt Canada was bound

: by every possible tie and obligation to take

ple of Canada to the sovereign znd institutions
of the British Empire.

I need not express to members of this
iiouse, or to any one in this country who
has any knowledge of the opinions X
always entertained wuponr this mo-
mentous question, the extreme regret
with which I feel ccompelied te declare

*the overwhelming
mass of the people of Canada.’ No one
can regret more deeply than I the fact that
I am obliged to make that qualitication;
but it is worse than idle to conceal from our-
selves the actual position and facts as are

all the intelligent people of this couniry;
we can use in the

Xow, I may say that I bhave always

in it., as one above and beyond any party
From the outset I have

An bon. MEMBER. Oh, oh!

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I hear an ex-
pression of dissent from that statement,
and therefore the House will perhaps be
indulgent if I draw, for a few brief mom-
ents, its attention to the grounds uponr
which I elaim that that is the position I
took from the first. ‘When this question
was first drawn to the attention of this
House, what was the attitude that 1 as-
somed ? The hon. member for North Vie-
toria (Col. Hughes), whom I inay venture
to name, urder the circamstances, brought
to the attention of the right hon. First Min-
ister, on the 12th of July last, the fact that
Queensiand, one of the Australian pro-
vinces, had already offered to send a comn--
tingent of volunteers to aid Her Majesty'’s
gevernment in South Africa, and indicat-
ed to the government that, in his judgment, -
it was desirable that Canada should take
similar action. But the right hon. gentle-
man. who leads the Honse with so much
ability, met that suggestion by the expres-
sion of the hope, in which we s}l concurred.

subjects In every portion of Her Mejesty’s | that, menacing as events were, there would
Empire. As I have said already. I propose be no war. but that a peaceful solution

to confine myself therefore, on the present;
occasion, to some referemce to the existing:
I may .
say that it is with the deepest possible re-
gret that 1 feel myself compelled to dis-

condition of things in that regard.

wonld be arrived at. What then did I do?
I ventured on that occasion 10 suggest—
and it was a snggestion made. I have no:
hesitation frankly im saying for the pur-
pose of obtaining the united, hearty, spon-

sent from the statement made in the second | aneous expression of both parties in this

paragraph ef this address regarding the§
position that we occupy. I must take ex-

ception to that statement that:
We bave received practical evidence of the

profound devotion and loyalty of the entire peo- !

House. and all parties in this country. in.
relation to the question to which 1 attach
so much importance—on that oeccasion I
ventured to suggest to my right hen. friend
that if a peaceable solution were to be ob-
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~ tained, it wenld be in consequence of the
- feeling exhibited by both the great parties
in the House of Commons of Great
Britain on this question, and that no-:
thing would more contribute to secure.
a peaceful solution than to have the’
various outlying portions of Her Majesty's
possessions show promptly their readiness,;
as Queensliand has done, to sustain by arms'
the Impeiial government, in the position:
that governmeni had assumed. I do not’
think that any ome will find in that sug-
gestion any intimation of any desire to do:
anything more than place the First Minister!
and the government of the day, at the ear-
liest possible moment, in possession of the:
fact that the opposition in this House Wereﬁ
ready to co-operate with them, in every pos-:
sible way, with regard to such a measure:
as might be usefully adopted. i

Well, Sir, we all know that some time:
after that a delegate from South Africa
visited Ottawa. I wiill not undertake to
83y what passed between that gentleman
and my right hon. friend, but I may say to
the House that he came to me and express-
ed his great satisfaction at the sympathy 1
bad shown and the intimation I had thrown
out as to the desirability of Canada assom-
ing such a position as woutld strengthen the:
arms of the British Empire with regard to
that great question: and he was good en-
ough to suggest that 1 should in this House
take some action on the line which
I had suggested in my remarks. 1 told him
at once, and frankly. that I could neot do
anything of the kind. that, in my judgment,
it was of the mest vital importance that no
party character should be given for a singie
moment to this momentous question with;
which we were confronted. but I told him
that he was at liberty to say to the First
Minicter that any action he would take in
that direction would obtain from me the
most hearty and enthusiastic support.

I do not think that that indicated any de-
sire on my part to drag down so moment-
ous a guestion into the miserable arena of
party politics. Well. Sir. matters remained
in statu guo for some time after that. and
on July 28 I received a copy of the Star,
published in Montreal. containing a cable
from London of that date, which T will

read:

" " Regarding the propcsed resolution in the Do-
minjon parliament in support of Sir Alfred
‘Milner’s proposais for the removal of the griev-
‘apces of the British subjecis in the Tranevaal,
Ilearn to-day, on the highest possible authority,
that the British ministry would cordially wel-
‘gome such an expression of  Canedian opinion.
New  South  Wales, Queensland, India, Lagos
and Nsatal bave each sent expressions of sym-
_ pathy, and bave offered troops in the most im-
‘probable event of hostilitles. The British feel
that their efforts to secure justice to British
- wsubjects and bring the Tramsvaal crisis to a
‘speedy -and pacific end would be greatly aided
by evidence that the Queen’s sudjects all the

‘world over, including Briisin’s premier colony,
' .8ir CHARLES TUPPER.

Canada, are of one mind when British rights are
jeopardized.

Now, Sir, what did I do when I received
this ? Did I take the opportunity of drawing
the atiention of the House to this subject,
or of pressing my hon. friend across the
floor of the House, 88 I could have done, in
regard to this important caeble? I did
nothing of the sgort. I went to my right
hon. friend and showed him the &iasy of
that date, and ventured to express my opin-
ion to him that the time had come when it
was cbviously desirable, and I thought em-
inently necessary, that Canada should take
action. My rigiht hon. friend at once sald,
after reading over the cable carefully: ‘I
wili move 8 resoiution en Monday '—that
was on Fridgagy— and I will ask you te
second it I said to my right bon. friend
that I would not be able to do 80, as I had
an engagement in Toronto on that date, and
he said he would send me a copy of the re-
soluticnes, and would ark me to write him &
letter which he could read in the House on
the subject. Well, Sir, I received a copy of
the resointions, with which the House is
aliready familiar, as they are onr our jour-
nals, expressing sympathy with Her
Majesty’s government and approval of the
action that was belng taken by Her
Majesty's government, Now, 1 draw the
attention of the House to the letter which I
sent to my right hon. friemd as a furiber
evidence of my great anxiety fo indiecate
what, in. my opinion, was required of Can-
ada, in order rightly to discharge our duty
as the parliament of this country in relation
to this great matter. I may say that I did
not confine myself to the limits of the re-
solutions which had been prepared by the
leader of the House, and I will read what I
wrote :

Ottawa. July 29, 1899.

Dear Sir Wilfrid Laurier.—I regret to say, in
reply to your note just received, that it will not
be in my power to attend the House to-morrow,
or it would have given me much pleasure 1o
second the resolution of which you have asent
me a copy in relation to the Transvazl, as I
think—

And I draw attention to this :

—we are bound to glive ail the aid in our
power to Her Majesty’s government in the pre-
sent crisis.

1 went bevond the question of sympathy,
it being a matter upon which I felt very
strongly, and 1 wished to make the ieader
of the government acquainted with the
strong view that I entertained upon the
guestion. Now, Sir, I do not think that any
persen will ssy. under these circumstances,
that I did apything that was calcuiated to
show that I was desirous of making any
party capital in reiation to this matter.

I may say that I was obliged, as the House
is aware, to leave for England just before
the House rose, and I returned to Censda on
the 18th of September, going immediately
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to Haslifax to fulfil an engagement which I
had made with the president of the pro-:
vincial exhibition to deliver an address
there. On that cccasion, finding that nothing
had been done, finding that &ll these other .
colonies were in advance of the positicn we
had taken, finding that the state of things
which then existed left no reasonabie doubt
that war must take place, I felt it necessary
to make this further declaration. Let me
remind the House that on the 8th of Sept-
ember the British Cabinet asked for & war
credit of five millions ; that on the 16th of :

September Genera! Buller sailed for South:
Africa ; that on the 18th of September the
London newspapers declared that war was-
inevitable. That was the position of things
which I found when I was called upon to
address the exhibition at Halifax, and where
I had an opportunity of meeting a very large
number of people, and on that occasion the
present Minister of Finance (Mr. Fielding)
diéd me the honour of being one of my
auditorz. 8ir, there in the presence of a
member of the government. and carrying
out the policy I had indicated. I felt it was
due from me, as leader of Her Majesty’s
loval and constitutional oppeosition in this.
House and in Canada, to express my opinion -
of what I felt the interest and the honocur .
of our country required. I sai@d on that,
ocrasion :

I believe that the government of Canada only .
correctly interpreted the sentiment of the peo-:
ple of Canada wken they unanimously passed &
resclution expressing their sympatby and hope |
that their grievance would be overceme. I be- ;

lisve they will be correctly interpreting the sen- :

: with

the idea of parliament adopiing a resolution vP~
bolding the claims of the Ultlanders for re-
dress of their grievances, that any expression of
opinion of this kind by Canade should bo backe-
ed up by a subsidy or a cemtingent.

It was not thought then that Eruger would

-actually go to war, but the unexpected happened,
-and the crisis was upon us.

He wes glad Can-
ada was upanimous in backing up her loyalty in
a substantial manner.

I ask the attention of the hon. Minister of
Railways and Camnals (Mr. Blair), who has
formed an opinion so entirely at variance
these statements which I am now

‘about to read :

It was the opportunity and the priviiege of
the leader of the opposition to initiste the pro-
posal to offer Canadian troops for service im
South Africa. It was a proud, enviable and

" distinguished opportunity.

I regret to say, that what 1 intended in the
best possible good faith as a suggestion
to the Prime Minister, that the time had
come when it was absoiutely due to the
honour and to the interest of this country
that the government should take action, was
not accepted in the spirit in which it was
intended. 1 went on from Halifax to Yer-
mouth to deliver an address at the agricul-
tural exhibition in the county of Yarmouth.

i1 learned on the morning of my address,
' by a communication that kad been made by

the right hon. Prime Minister to the Globe

: correspondent on the 3rd of October, I

learced, to my deep regret—I do mot hesi-
tate to say it, in the mest unquaiified man-
ner, that I learned with the deepest possible

timents of the people of Canada if they avail regret that the Prime Minister, instead of
themselves of every mears for enlizting a re- ; acting upon what 1 hoped would be s sug-
giment of stalwart Canadiaps to_bear arms f{or | gestion that would meet with his bhearty
Her Majesty’s government should it need them. iconcm‘rence and approval, s suggestion that

1 felt that 1 was doing a service to the | he knew I would not take the responsibiiity

government in this indireet though ! of making unless I believed it would meet
proper way, to express not only with the concurrence and approval of the
to the leader of the government my : great party that I have the honour to lead,

conviction #s to the authority that we al- | that instead of taking the suggestion I had
ready possessed under the resolutions unan-; hoped he would, he stated, in an elaborate
imously passed by this House, but to say communication to the Globe reporter, which
that in my belief, the sentlment of the;appeared in the Globe newspaper the next
people of this country would entirely sus-‘day, on the 4th of October, that he had
tain the government in adopting such a!carefully examined the law and found that
measure as would strengthen the hands of | it was impossible for him to do anything,

the Imperial government in that connection.
Now, Sir. as the hon. Minister of Railways
and Cenals (Mr. Blair) has taken great ex-
ception to the spirit by which I was anl-
mated and the course which I took, I may
quote what, I think, the House wiil regard
as onr euthority quite as great as that of
the Minister of Raflways and Canals, I will
quote a statement made by the hon. the
junior member for Halifax (Mr. Ruasell),
siting alongside of him at this moment
That gentlemarn in a very able and eioquent
speech, which he delivered at the Beavd of
Trade, on tke 18th day of January, said :

He personally had taken the stand, in private
convemsation, nearly & yesr 2g0 at Ottawa, when

that, in fact, he would do nothing because
Le could do nothing, that uzder the law and
the constitution of the couniry he was
actually precluded without the direct aum-
thority of pariament, from spending &
single dollar in regard to this very great
and very important measare. Well, Siz, the
right hon. Prime Minister and the hon.
Minister of Railwaye and Canals may accept
my statement or not as they please, when
I say that I read that siatement with the
greatest regret. 1 felt not only that the
right hon. Prime Minister himseif—-and it
wes not on that ground I regretted it
I may say—had lost a great cpportunity,
but I-regretied it because the country had
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_lost a great opportunity and because Can-
ada was placed in the position in which no
patriotic Canadian could wisk to see her
plaeed. It was with feelings of the
greatest regret that I read that statement
which came from the right hon. Prime Min-
ister, and I took the only means in my
power to endeavour to remedy and improve
that conditicn of things. I may say that in
this communication to the Globe, in which
my right hon. friend stated that he would
do nothing, because the constitution of the

country precluded his doing anything, he:

went on to s8ay :

As to Canada furnishing a contingent, the
government has not discussed the qusstion, for
-the reasons which I have stated.

So that, down to that period, it appears,
that, although this matter had been agiiat-
ing the mind of rearly every person in
Australasia and in the outlying and most
remete portions of the empire, & guestion
which had been stirring the mind of every
patriotic British subject throughout the
world, according to the stateiment of the
right hon. Prime Minister, the government
of which he was the head had neot taken any
action in that reiation. Under these cir-
cumstances I ventured, after some little
hesitation, I confess, to do whatl feitto be
an important and imperative duty as a Cana-
dian, and I sent the following teiegram to
the right hon. gentleman :—

Yarmouthk, N.S., Get. 5.
Sir Wiifrid Laurier, Ottawa :

I bope you will send a contingent of Canadian
volunteers to 2id England in the Transvaal, I
know it will be warmly welcomed by the British
government, be of great service te Canada, and
promote the unity of the empire. A friend
o? mine will ipsure the lives and limbs, at his
expense, tc & millicn dollars, and I wiil beartily
support in parliament your actior in this mat-

ter.
(8gd.) CHARLEBES TUPPER.

The reasgn that I gave that information
to my right hon. friend as te¢ what this
gentleman was prepared to do was because I
‘kunew that these matters are, to scme ex-
tent, questions of ¢cost and of expanditare,
and I believed that by mentioning that pro-
visicn would be made to the extent of one

million dollars to raeet the casualties that:

- & contingent of a thousand volunteers might
‘bring about would show my right hon.
friend that there was no reason to suppose
that any extracrdinary expenditure would
result. Therefore I menticned that in my
telegram. That telegram, unfortunately,
after travelling some hundreds of miles—I
do not remember the exact distance from
Yarmouth to Halifax—was interrupted at
‘Halifex. But my hon. friend afterwards
“said. not very graciously—-he was aware
of the telegram, although be had not re-
~ceived it until Getober 13 when he
found, by referring to the office that a mes-
sage had been sent and delayed at Halifax

~_ Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

on the way—that I had taken the precau-
tion of notifying the whole public of Can-
ada of the telegram I bad seat bim. Why
did I do that ? I felt that the right hon.
gentleman might say :— ‘It is all very well
for Sir Charles Tupper to say that he will
give me this support in regard to this great
question, but his followers in the House,
the party which usuaily act with him, may
see this from a very different standpoint.’
I thought that there was no means by which
I could bring the solid Conservative party
in Canada so entirely at the back and suap-
port of the right lion. gentleman as by
stating, as I did, at the meeting which took
place, in the address which I delivered at
Yarmouth, that I had sent this message.
And I believed that if the government
would take action upon it they weould find
pariiament at their back. It was with the
view of strengthening the effect of the mes-
sage that I made this statement to the pub-
lic. I said on that occasion :—

My own opinion iz that I believe the time
has come when it is the duty of Canade to
send to the assistance of Greai Britain a corps
of Capadian sharpshooters. I krow that the
Canadian volunteers in this respect cannot bs
surpassed by any in the world.

1 believe the time has come when it ig im-
pertant that Canada should show her readiness
to aid the mother country to whom she owes
so much, and from whom she expects so much.

I am going to tell you a secrei, that s ex-
cept that it is known to the islegraph operator.
I to-day took the responstbility, witk full knowl-
edge of what that respomsibility means, of tele-
graphing to tke Premier of Canada the hope
that he would offer to send to South Africa a
body of Canadian volunteers, and assuring him
that such a project would mot only have all my
support, but I believed that of the people ol
all parts of Canads.

Hon. gentlemen opposite may think that
they find something in this to indicate a
desire to turn this grave and great ques-
tion to party purposes. I believe that no
person who dispassionately looks at this
action of mine wiil come to the conclusion
that I did anything else but my duty in
making this appeal to the First Minister
under the circumstances which existed.
The telegram which I sent and which my
right hon. friend was advised of, unfortu-
nately did not produce the desired effect.
The right hon. gentleman havipg delivered
his ultimatum to the people of Canada
through the Globe newspaper, that after
a careful examination of tike law, he found
it would be unconstitutional for him to

! take any action without the authority of

parilament, and that such being the case
he did not propose to do anythiz; the right
hon. -gentieman having delivered this ulti-
matun, appdrently felt that his duties were
at an end, and he departed for the purpose
of graciug a_ clivic exhibition in the ecity
of Chicago. The Minister of Rallways (Mr.
Blair) then told us that the Minlsters were
not asleep, but it would certainly appear
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that they were not awake to the import-
ance of this question, because they dispers-
_ed incontinently over the country, and the
Major-General commanding the militia
went, I think, to British Columbia. Thatis
the sort of atiention which the government
gave at that time to this very important
matter.

Now, Sir, there is & part of this subject
which I wish to deal with in all fairness
and frankness, and I regret that I shall
have te deal with it somewhat In detail as
the only effective means at my command
to prevent a great imjury being done. i
shall be obliged to give to the House, evi-
dence that my right hion. friend is not
rightly stating the case in the speech from
the Throne, when he says: that the entire
people of Canada are of one mind upon this
subject. I am compelled, with regret, to
give to the Prime Minister evidence which
jeads me to the conviction that that state-
ment {8 not founded in fact, and that there
was & grave difference of opinion on this
matter which is so vitally important to the
British Empire, among the very members
of the ecabinet themselves. A minister
whoe has again and again shown his great
suthority and irfloence with this govern-
rzent, adopted a position of entire and un-
qusalified hostility to anything being done
by Canada towards helping Great Britain
in this crisis. We find that this minister
was apparently not only able te use sufli-
cient influence with the Premier to induce
him to make the declaration, that he would
take no action in the matter; but that this
same minister was able to draw to this aid
a considerable number of the supporters of
the right bon. gentieman in this House,
who followed him im his position of anta-
gonism to Great Britain. Sir, there is no
advantage to Cangda in avoiding that
frank dealing with this question which 1
believe to be absaolutely necessary in order
to remedy it I need not say to the House
that the Minister of Public Works (Mr.
Tarte) is the person to whom I allude. 1
draw attention to the fact that he had just
come from Krance, a country that unbap-
pily at this moment is in the most bitter
antagonism against England. He had just
come from that ceuntry which daily through
its press, and through its public men, is
declaring the most enthusiastic sympathy
with the Beers. He had just come from a
couniry that is denouncing England, that
is gloating over every misfortune to our
arms and rejoicing at every triumph of the
enemy. It appears to me that the hon. gen-
tleman (Mr. Tarte) hecame imbued with the
atmosphere by which ke was surrounded,
and so let us hear kis first declaration after
his arrival in Canada. At a banquet given
to Mr. Herbette, the Minister of Public
Works (Mr. Tarte) said:

I return from Frubce, where I received the
-care that French sclence can give, and I return

to Canada more French than ever. I am a
minister in a British government, and I have
the right to say that I am French. But I tell
you this : if to declare mysaelf a British subject
would prevent me from belng French, thens I
would refuse to call myself s British subject.
We make no threats, as the ballot-box is our
best defence. We are happy and free under
British institutions, but France is always my
dear country.

I am not going te express my own opinion
of what I think of such a statement made
by a Canadian cabinet migpister. If the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Tarte) said he was a
French Canadian, and would always re-
main a French Canadian to the core, we
would all sympathize with him; but when
he had just comne from a country which was
exhibiting the most bitter hostility to
everything that was British; to announce
that he would not be a British subject if
he could not be Fremch first, was to make
a declaration which I will not myself char-
acterize, but which I will leave it to Le
Soleil of Quebec, the organ of the Prime
Minister, to tell the hom. gentieman what
was thought of it. Le Soleii of Decem-
ber 11, says:

What good comes of certain of our public men
claiming to be French in tke first place and Bri-
tish subjects afterwards To think 50 may be
pernxitted, but to write and proclaim such sen-
timents is criminal and foclish provocaticn.
When the organ of the right hon gentle-
man in the province of Quebec expresses
such sentiments in regard to this language
of the Minister of Public Works (Mr. Tarte), -
is it any wonder that the people who are
not under the immediate influence which
surrounds and pervades the bhon. gentle-
man (3Mr. Tarte) have taken g less favour-
able view of his position. Sir, it would
be impossible for any minister of * the
Crown, it would be impossible for any man
in Canada to have taken an attitude of
more determined, more inveterate or more
undying bhostility to any aid or assistance
being given by the Canadian government
to the Britisa arms, thar this bon. gentle-
man (MMr. Tarte) steadiiy pursued. La
Patrie of Montreal, the organ and pro-
perty of the hon. gentleman (Mr. Tarte) or
of his family; La Petriec, which he de
clares to be the organ of this government,
ip the Montreal distriet, at all events, on
October 10 used this language:

Not one of the speakers who addressed the
meeting at St. Liboire had the energy to de-
nounce the dangerous policy adopted by the chief
of the Conservative party during the last few
weeks, namely, the participation of Canads in
the war of the Transvaal, and, consequently,
in all others that might break out in Europe or
elzewhere. M. Taillon, M. Beaubien and 3.
Bergeron constitute themselves the lay figures
of Toryism and of the Orangeism of Ontarloe,
that is to say, of the most fanatical and baneful
influences that exist in this couniry. - :

We derounce them in the name of gound pub-
lic opinion. We ask of our -fellow-citizenz- to
brand them as criminal cowards.
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And what had been done by these gentle-
men whom La Pailfie denounces, what had
they done? These genflemen had had
the courage of their comvictions to say that
they believed that considering the position
which Epgiand occupied, it was the duty
of the government of Canada te¢ coine to
the aid of the mother country, and to give
effect to the declaration which the House
of Commons of Canada and the Senate of
Canadga had by unanimous voie placed upon
their jourmnsls.

Mr. BERGERON.
did it afterwards.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Yes, and the
government did it afterwards. And, Sir,
the moment the members of this govern-
ment adopted the very suggestion made by
Mr. Bergeron and his friends in the pro-
vince of Quebec, that moment they became
entitled to be branded by L& Pairie as
criminal cowards. What keeps the Min-
ister of Public Works in the same cabinet
with the Prime Minister, and the other
ministers whom, by inference, his news-
paper has branded as criminal cowards.
Sir, it would be uaparliamentary to sug-
gest the only reason which can keep these
gentlemen holding such diverse opinions on
a great national question in the same cabi-
net. But I have not done justice to La
Pairie. On the same date it says:

‘What have we to do with the affairs of Africa?

What interests have we iz the Transvaal 7 Why
ghould we take the money and the blocd of the
ratepayers of this country to squander them
in these far-away reglona ?
Was that calculated, 8ir, to strengthen the
hands of this government in carrying out
what was obviocusly intended by the re-
solutions that were passed by this House
and placed upon its journsis ? The next
day La Patrie foliows this up by saying:

Sir Wiltrié Laurier, the other day, very clearly
detined the government’s position in stating
that there was no ju=ztification whatsver for
tke government offering or szending a contingent
without previously ceonsulting parliament. It,
therefore, follows that the Canadian government
did. not offer .any militery contingent to the
Imperial government.

For our own part,we have ne hesitation whatever
in atating that if the Laurier cabinet had tsken
upon {itself the responsibility of expezing thre
future of Canada in sanding a military contin-
gent to the Transvaal at tho expense of ithis
country, we shounid have blamed its policy.

Therefcre, the hon. gentleman, through bis
organ, threatened his colleagues in the gov-
ernment that they would be struck down by
that powerful organ of public cpinion, Le
Patrie, if they ventured to differ with him
in opinfon on this question.

The Canadizn contingent leaving for the Trang-
vanl is composed of men who have voluntarily
cffered thelr services. The Canadian govern-
ment had nelther the right nor the power to
offolally engege our country without consulting
parliament.

Sir CHARLES 'mpm

And the government

Now, Sir, I come to the hon. gentleman’s
own language, over his own signature, and
what does he say ?—though it did not re-
quire that, because every person knows that
not a line can find its way Into Le Pairis
on matters of public policy without the sanc-
tion and spprovel of the hon. gentieman, It
would be extraordinary if it could be other-
wise with that paper, which is declared {o
be the official organ of the government in
the district of Montreal. In La Patrie
of the 10th of October, the hon. gentieman
84yS :

I am in a position to give you the inost pozi-
tive assurance that the government has not
come to any decizion relative to the sernding of
a military corps to the Transvazl. The merits
of the dispute between England and the Trans-
vaal are one thing, the Interference by Canada
in the foreign wars of the empire is znother.
It is sought to create precedent which would
have for result the compuisery participation ix
the future by Canads in any and ali the con-
flicts which may sweep over Eurcpe and over
the various parts of the world in whick the
large European goveraments are interested.

Everything to terrorize the public, every-
thing to make it impossible for his collea-
gues to foree his hand or differ from him
on this important question. But the hon,
gentleman was good enough to add :

The government will be happy to favour the
departure of all those whose warlike instincis
and patriotism: make them want to go to ths
Transvasl to fight, but I do not believe that
public opirion in this country asks more, and
I will add will never consent to more {n such
an eventuality as now exlsts.

What is it that holde the hon. gentleman in
association with these ‘criminsl cowards,’
branded as such by him if they adopted
such a policy ? Whatever the inducement
may be that keeps the heon. gentleman &8 a
minister of the Crown, [ say that if ke bhad
proper respect for himself or for his col-
leagues, such an association would be &beo-
lutely impossible. Either hke held these
opinions or he @id not. If he did not, then
he was endeavouring to deceive and delude
and misiead the people of this country ; if
he did hold them, he should have had the
cotrage of his opinions, and when it came
to the question of resigning a position which
no man in this country should occupy &
single hour, when sepsrated by such a guif
from the action his colleagues were detex
mined to take, ther the hon. gentleman
if he respected either himself or his opinions
or his associates, would have Instantly
sevared that connection. Now, I am going
to cail 2 gentleman from the cther sids of
the House and put his opinion in contra-
distigetion with that which I bave Just
quoted. The hon. member for Maisonneuve
(Mr. Préfontaine), speaking in Montreal on
his return from . where he had been
with the Premier on the 12th of October,
uged the following ianguage, which I am
proud to place slongside of that which I



33

§
think has discredited, and wiil for ever dis-:
credit, the Minister of Public Works. The
hor. member for Maisonneuve said : ‘

Very serious events have happened since I!
left Canada last ¥riday. ‘These events have a |
great bearing in the British Empire. I amy!
not ome cof those who would dictate the gov-:
ernment’s policy. I am a full private in the
Liberal army. I remember that at the last |
sesgion the Canadian parliament pledged itself :
to help the British Empire; and now I think ;
the time bas come when this pledge should be
redeemed. 1 say so as a8 French Canadian and
a membher of the Liberal party.

Contrast this candid, outspoken declaration,
which will commend itself to the dispas-:

i

sionate judgment of every hon. gentleman ;
with that of the Minister of Public Works.
Instead of there being any violation:
of the constitution. as the hon. Minis-
ter of Public Works was evidently
able to convince the right hon. First
Minister there would be if anything was
done, the hon. member for Maisonneuve
tells the people of this country—and he
spoke with the authority of a gentleman
well versed in public affairs, not omnly In
this House but out of it—that he regarded
the resolution which had been passed unani-
mously by beth branches of the parliament
of Canada as a perfect and complete justifi-
cation for giving that ald and sassistance to
the empire; and I am guite certain that
the sentiment of the members of this House,
however their inclinations may be In one
direction or another, will say that the posi-
tion of the hon. member for Maisonneuve
on this qguestion was correct and sound.
La Patrie continued dJay after dasy to
attack the govermment and to threaten
everything that was possible to prevent
them giving any aid or assistance. On Oect-
obver 14 it published the following :(—

The most sacred’ prerogative of a British sub-

ject is not to pay taxes efther in money or
in blood without having the right of represea-
tation. Cansda has mo voice In Imperial affaira,
We are not represented in the parliament of
Great Britain.
Therefore an utterly false and delusive prin-
ciple was propounded that will not bear
investigation for a single moment, because
it bad’ no relation to the question under
consideration. But what occurred? The
hon. gentleman was not satisfled with
threatening bhis collesgues through Lo
Patrie, and with blocking and shutting
them off when they wished to mske a move
in the right direction, but he brought to ais
aid another organ of the party which he
sabordinated to his views. I refer to Le
Temps of Ottawa. Le Temps thus ex-
pressed its views:

We already know that it i3 Mr. Tarite who
opposes the ridiculous {dea of taking our money
to carry on Imgperial wars. The Miaister of
Public Works considers the gquestion of the
‘Trangvael from the Canadien poiot of view.
‘What should we go to Africa for? 'To kelp

2

REVISED

[FEBRUARY 3, 1500]

ius in this easy affair.

England to conquer an wundisciplined army of
50,000 farmers ? The embire can do without
Besides she dces not

‘ask us to come, &nd did she do so, such am

audacious and unusual proceeding would be &
new reason for distrust of her.

iIs it not plain that Great Britain, gceing the
storm about te burst over her head, seeks to

‘engage us in a conflict created or provoked by

her, the responsibility for which in no wise ean
be shared by Canada, and that in order to estah-
lish a dangerous precedent which would permit
her in future o call on our country for money
and for men whenever she might need them.
Truly we should be great fools to sacrifice our

. present security., as well as that of the future,

and our pairfully-acquired autonomy, for the

i doubtful advantage of sharing the fortunes of

England,

Can the hon. gentleman who leads the
government, now tell this House, in the
face of the declarations of these French
organs supporting his government, but evi-
dently under the malign influence of the
Minister of Public Works, that there is en-
tire accord in Capada to-day in regard to
this great question. Why, the right homn.
gentleman knows that everything that has
been done, has been accomplished by ap-
plying the point of the bayonet to the Min-
ister of Public Works. Every one knows
that it was only when that Hom. Minister
had to choose between going out or abam-
doning his opinions and showing how little
they were worth, that he decided to yield
and remain. Fortunately for Canada, the
overwhelming public sentiment of this
country, excited om this as it mnever ha&s
been before in our history upon any ques-
tion, soon taught my right hon. friend that
he would have to choose between abandon-
ing his contention that nothing cculd be
done, because to do anything would be a
violation of the constitution, and that either
he wounld have to violate the constitution or
somebody else would be in charge of it at
a very eariy day. Under the circum-
stances, he consented to de that which he
declared he never would do because he
could mot do it without viclating the comn-
stitution of the country. After he had
placed himself, as I bave shown, at the
mercy of the Minister cf Public Works and
other gentlemen in this Flouse, he was ob-
liged to yield to the overwhelming pressure
of public opinion, and do that which he
declazred could not be done because it was
impossible.

The right hon. gentleman, when he does
de anything, however, does it well, When
1 read his speech at the embarkation of the
volunteers, and when' I remembered the
circomstances under which the serding the
volunteers had been brought about, I could
pot but admire the marvellous eloquence of
my right hon. friend. It would be impos-
gible, I do not hesitate to say, for any one
to have placed tke question in a better and
stronger light than he @id by his eloguent
speech on that occasion. But what then

EDITION
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happened ? While the right hon. gentle-
man was declaring that this was a war of
justice, & holy war, in which Canada was
bound to take part by coming te the aid
and support of Her Majesty’s government,
his hon. friend the Minister of Public
Works was addressing the people at St.
Vincent de Paul. The Minister of Public
Works there viclated the first principles
of parliamentary and constitutional gov-
ernment by holding up in his hand what he
declared was the Order ir Council! per-
mitting this contingent te go, and declared
that he had forced his colieagues te put
into that Order in Council the declaration
that it should never be done again. Let
me quote the words of the hon. Minister of
Public Works:

And it is because thess words, ‘it iIs not to be
a precedent,” are in the Order in Council, it is
because I, for my psari, requested them, and I
say it aloud and I say it to the country, that 1
am denounced as disloval.

Why should he not be denounced as dis-
loyal for taking this line of conduct, when
the representative of the Crown in New
South Wales, the Governor of New South
Wales, was sending this message to the
Queen regarding the contingent which New
South Wales had sent:

The people of this colory will be ready al-
ways to share the duties and responsibilities of
Her Majesty’s Empire.

When New South Wales was covering it-
gseilf, in the eyes of every patriotic man
within the bounds of the British Empire.
with honour, by declaring that what it had
done on this occasior it would always be
ready to do, whenever the interests of the
great Empire required it, the Minister of
Public Works was shaking this Order in
Council before the people and boasting that
he had forced his colleagues to put into it
the reservation that what had been done
would not be done again, and that no pre-
cedent would be established.

At St. Vincent de Paul the hen. Minister
of Public Works further said:

I call the attention of the Canadian slectorate
to the fact that in the debate which then took
place, not one member of parliament suggested
the idea of sending troops to the Transvazl to
ald Engiand. Sir Cbharles Tupper was in his
soat when that resolution was passed.

The hon. gentieman was mistaken in that
assertion, because at the time 1 happened
to be in Toronto. The hon. gentleman
went on to say:

Sir Cbharles Tupper was surrounded by his
colleaguss, and I repest, not & member sug-
gested the ides of sending the Canadian treo
to the Tranavaal. :

Did the hon. gentlemsan resad my letter gent
to the First Minister on the occasion, in
which I committed myself fully and un-
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equivocally to the position that it was the
duty of this government to send aid to Her
Majesty's forces. The hon. Minister of
Railways and Canals (Mr. Blair) gave the
hon. gentleman an emphatic contradiction
in that very lillogical arnd contradictory
speech of which he was so proud as to have
it published in pamphlet form and distri-
buted for the purpese of carrying the elec-
tiens in the province of New Brunswick and
Sherbrooke. The hon. Minister of Railways
and Canals (Mr. Biair) said at Campbeliton
on the 2ist November, 1899 :

In adoepting that resolution, there were none,
I think, whe did not consider—-—

I call the attention of the Minister of Pub-
lic Works to these words:

—that it involved an expression, at least, of
willingness on the part of Canada to aid the
empire should the need for cur assistance arise.

So that the hon. Minister of Public Works
was contradicted, not only by the hon.
member for Maisonneuve (Mr. Préfontaine),
but by his colleague, the 3Minister of Rail-
ways and Canals, who sympathized with
him to a considerable extent in this mat-
ter.

Again, look at the hon. gentieman’s bane-
ful influence on the right hon. gentleman’s
colleagues. 1ast year the right hon. gen-
tleman boasted in this House that he had
at his back his French colieagues as a unit.
But how does he stand to-day ? Under the
potent, malign inflnence of the Minister of
Public Works he stands in this pesition,
that a number of his strong supporters of
yesterday sre to-day denouncing his con-
duct as unconstitutional and pledging them-
selves all over the country that they will
cppose any conduct of the kind. The hen.
member for the St. James Division of Mon-
treal (Mr. Desmarais), speaking to the
East End ILiberal Club of that city, om
October 11, said:

I do not fear to say that the Laurier gov-
ernment would be seriousiy blamed by the elee-
torate if it approved of such a measure (zend-
ing a Canadian confingent to the Transvasl),
and I, for one, would rise on the floor of the
House, as member for St. James Division, {f
suchk a proposal were brought before parlizment,
and signify my disapproval.

I do not know whether the hon. gentleman
will change his mind ; but, in view of such
statements made by members of pariiament
representing important sections of this
country, in view of the position taken by
them of determined, unguslified antegonism,
following the wake of the Minister of Pubile
Works, to the policy propounded, iz it pos-
sible foer the hon. gentlemen to say truth-
fully—and If it cannot be said truthfelly, it
only invites unfavourable comment—that
there I8 entire accord, that his action has
proved the loyalty and devotion of the entire
people to the British Crown and British in-
stitutions ? -
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Then, the hon. gentleman, in the speech

at St. Vincent de Paul, tried to strengthen

his own position by libelling the greatest
statesmanp that Canada has ever known, the
late Right Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald. He
endeavoured to clogsk himsel? by showing
that that right hon. gentlemsn had taken
a position of antagonism to this general
feeling on the part of the Canadian people.
1 say nothing of myself, for that is a matter
of comparatively little moment. But this
statement of the hon. gentleman with re-
gard to Sir John Macdonald is as libellous
a statement as could be uttered. When he
made that statement, he made it in the
face of the fact that no man ever lived in
Canada with stronger Imperial instincts
than the Right Hen. Sir John A. Mae-
donald. In the very first hour of his public
life, he made the declaration that he re-
garded the continued connection of Canada
with the British Empire of the mest sover-
eign moment and that he would insist upon
it and contend Yor it throughout his public
caresr. And, Sir, true to his declaration, he
ultimately sacrificed his life in a struoggle
against hon. gentlemien opposite and the
policy they had adopted, which would have
resulted in the severance of Canada’s con-
nection with the empire. He marshalied
his hosts to resist what hon. gentlemen op-
posite sought, and he roused the people of
Canada to enthusiasm for the cause he
loved by his impassioned deciaration ‘a
British subject I was born, & British subject
I will dle’ He fell in that struggle. His
life was sacrificed to the anxiety and care
which, in his weakened state and at his ad-
vanced age, this memorsble campaign im-
posed upon him. But he was victorious in
this struggle ; he did rot fall until he had
planted securely upon the ramparts of his
country the standard which meant ° British
connection for ever.” Sir, how dare the Min-
ister of Public Works libel that eminent
Cansadian statesman row that he ig in his
grave ? On the record stood this memorable
declaration from him made in 1884. Ad-
dresing a public meeting in Toronts in that
vear, Sir John Macdonaid said :

Great 1s the future of the British Empire,
that erapire of whick we are a component part,
and to which we hope to be attsched for ever
and for ever. We are passionately loyal to the
sovereignty of Great Britain, We love our
Queen and we love British Instituticns. We draw
our imspiration from the great men who have
governed Enpgland and who are now governiog
England, and we believe and know that cur futurs
prosperity depends grestly upen the continuance
of uplon with the mother country. The Aus-
iralign coloniem wili soon bs united in a bond
similar to, though not identicel with, the Cana-
dizn confederation. Them what shali we see T
We shall see Engiand, with her thirty-five mil-
Lons, united to Censda with her five miilicns,
goon to become twica that number, end to Aus-
tralia with 2 similar population, apd the world
will know that 1f the o!d mother countzy 8
sttecked she bas two auxiliary pations stand-
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ing at her back and bound te make commsn
cause with her. It bas been sald we are runm-
ning great risks in venturing to meke common
cause with England. Gentlemen, if I kpow the
people of Canada aright, they are willing to
run those risks. But there really {s no risk.
When any foreign natlon knows that the thirty-
five million pecple in England and the twenty
millions in the different colonies, forming one
great netion, will exert all their military sad
naval power in one common cause, that fact
will prevent possible war with England, and
England will be in a complete moral domine-
tion of the worid as was the Roman Empire
in the days of old. But we are not, ag I said
before, going to count the cost. Who can lgok
back to the time when the Crimean wer broke
out and not remember with pride how Canads
rose as one man to gtand by the mother coun-
try and by France when the French tri-csicur
and the Union Jack were joined together fight-
ing the battles of liberty against abszolutism
cn the shores of the Crimea ? There was 2
rush of Canadians to get to the battle-fleld,
and I had the great pleasure, a®s a membsr of
tke government of Sir Allan MacNab, to be
instrumental ir carrying a vote of £20,000 given
unanimously out of the pubiic treagury in order
to show that Canada made common cauge with
England and with France in the Crimeen war.

This is the most complete and thorough re-
futation of this libel upon that great mam's
memory—or &ttempted libel rather.

I do not intend to detain the House any
more than I am obliged to, for I know how
painful it is to my right hor. friend (Sir
Wilfrid Laurier) when any reference to my-
seif is made. Bout I may say that, In the

speech io the Tyneside Geographical Soclety
on November 21, 18935, 1 said :

The past history of Canads warrants the be-
iief that one of the first things for which they
(the (fast Atlantic steamers) would be util-
ized would be to carry brave Canadisn
volunteers to any part of the world where
the honcur snd interesis of this empire were
threatened. Is the past actiorn of Can-
ada not sufficlent to prove that she i3 mot im-
sensible to the responsibility that devolves upcn
her as & component part of thie great empire,
and that in future, as in the past, she wili
be always found ready to dizcharge her duty
to the utmost extent of her ability. . . . &
short time ago, when there were threatenings
in the East, I was directed tc place 3 regiment
of Royal Canadian infantry at the service of the
ngper!a! goevernment to be maintained by Can-
adsa.

I may say that these are the terms In which
I pressed the geceptance of Col. Willlams’s
proposition : '

London, February 9, 1885.
The Urder Secretary of State,
Colonial Office. :

Sir,—1 have thke howuocur to iransmit, for ths
information of the Ear! of Derby—

—~Then Coicnial Minister—

-—~& copy of & telegram received from Colonel
Arthur Willams, BM.P., ¢f Port Hops, Canada,
commanding the 46th Haest Durham {(Ontaric)
battalion of infantry, plasing kis servies sné
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those of his regiment, at the disposal of Her
Majesty's government for immediate foreign ser-
vice. In requesting that I.ord Derby will be
so0 good as to bring the matter before the Sec-
retary of State for War, I venture to hope that
His Lordship will be able te strongly recommend
the acceptance of this offer.
I am, &ec.,
(Sgd.) CHARLES TUPPER,
High Commissioner.

And here is the despateh of Lord Lans-
downe, then Governor General, to Lerd
Derby, . on that subject. 'The right
hon. gentleman (Sir Wiilfrid Laurier) may
say that the statement I have made from
recollection, that the force maintained by
Canada is not contained there.

February 12, 1885.

Government ready to sanction recruiting by
Canada for service in Egypt or elsewhere.
Iorce should be specially enrclled from the
Gifferent parts of local battalions under Imperial
Army Discipline Act. Laurie—

That is General Laurie, who was then a
member of this House—

—Laurie preferable to Williams. I would sug-
gest brigade of three battalions, 500 each from
maritime provinces, cld Canada and North-weet,

Laurie might command brigade and Willlams’

one battalieon. Melgund would like ito serve as
brigade major; entire cost would fail on Im-
perial exchequer.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. The hon. gen-
tleman says ‘Hear, hear.” I ask him to con-
trast the position ¢f Canada at that date
with Canada’s position to-day. I ask the
hon. gentleman if he does not know that
the resources of Canada had just been taxed
to the extent of an enormous sum of public
meney to secure the construction of a great
transcontinental line of raiiway, regarded
by Great Britain as of vital importance to
the strength of the empire. I ask him also
not to forget that at that time we were
on the eve of an insurrection iz the North-
west that cost Canada $6,000,000, and this
was a reason which perfectly justified the
government of Canada at that time for not
dolng that which our honour and our duty
alike would make proper at the present mo-
ment. Why, Sir, we were in the throes of &
war in which the Dominion of Canada with-
out the aid of a British soldier, bore the
whole brunt and the whole expense.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE (Sir Richard Cartwright), Will
my hon. friend kindiy give me the date of
that despateh ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. February 12,
1885. As my bon. friend telis me who was
then MNinister of Militia arnd Defence (Sir
Adeclpbe Caron).

Sir ADOLPHE CABON. It commenced in
February.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. So I give that
at once to the hon. gentleman as a proeof.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier). A bad certificate to the late govern-
ment that saw the rebellion coming and did
nothing to prevent it.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. New, I am
afraid my hon. friend is trying to draw 2
red herring across the track.

. Mr. FOSTER. Remember that old mus-
ket

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Now, Sir, what
was the result of this action, this senti-
ment that the Minister of Public Woiks
(Mr. Tarte) brought with him from Frazce
and with which le permeated this 2ount-y,
when he used all his power in the govern-
ment to prevent anything being done, and
used all the power of his press to stir up
and excite the people in Lower Canada,
the people in Quebec in regard to this ques-
tion ? Sir, I am only expressing the generai
public opinion, an opinion founded upon un-
doubted evidence of a very strong charac-
ter, in what I am about to say regarding
the resignation of the hon. member for La-
elle (Mr. Bourassa). What brought about
that resignation ? The Minister of Public
Works is credited, at all events, by the peeo-
ple of this country with having induced one
of his supporters to resign and to denounce
in the most emphatic terms the conduct of
the Prime Mipister of this country as un-
constitutional and indefensibie. That is the
position. Has gny gentleman in this House,
on either side of it, ever seen such & spec-
tacle before in the past history of Canada
as that of & member of the government
absolutely inducing a supporter of the gov-
ernment to resign and to dencunce over his
own signature the action of the Prime AMin-
ister, and to quote his own language, to
prove out of his own mouth, that he had
viclated the constitution of the country ;
that conseguently he could no longer sup-
port the government, and must place him-
seif at the disposal of his counstituents ?
Well, Sir, he did resigh his seat, and what
happened ? Why, this government was
challenged 8s no government in any other
country was ever chalienged before, chal-
lenged by one of tbeir supporters with hav-
ing betrayed and trampled upon the consti-
tution of the country ; and when this for-
mer supporter went back to his constituents
the government dare not put up & candidate
against him. I say a more pitiable exhibi-
tion was never seen before.

S8ir, this is the letter addressed to his
chief, the leader of this government :—

To the Right Honr. Sir Wiifrild Isurier, P.C.,
G.C.M.G., Prime Minister of Cansda:

Sir,—In 8 statement published in ths Toronto

‘ Gicba’ on the 4th inst., you said with reference

to the sending of Canszdiaan troops to the Tranz-

vaal: ‘ As I understand the Militls Act, and I
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may say that I have given it some study of
late, our volunteers are enrolled tc be used in
the deferce of the Dominion. They are Cana-
dian troops, to be used to fight for Canada’s
defence. . . . There is ne menace to Can-
ada, and glthough we may be willing to con-
tribute troops, I do not see how we can do so.
Then, again, how could we de so witheut par-
liament granting us the money ? We simply
could not do anything. In other words, we
should have to summon parliament.’

He quotes the language of the right hon.
gentlemanr and proves cut of his own
mouth that he had violated the constitution,
and refuses to serve any longer under a
Prime Minister that so trampled upon the
copstitution of the country. Then he goes
back to his constituents, because he cannot
come here as a supporter of the right homn.
gentleman, and secures a re-election. Then
what do we see ? The right hon. gentleman
puts in the mouth of the Governor General
of Capadsa the statement that there is entire
unanimity of cpinion among the whole peo-
ple of Canads—-no words in the English
language could be stronger, and this in face
of the fact that the hon. member for Labelle
(Mr. Bourassa) secured 2 upanimous verdict
of approval from the pecpie of his county
after he had thus denounced the action of
this goverpment in sending military aid
to the British government in the Transvaal.
And yet, Sir, it is sought to delude the people
of this country into the belief that there is
no difference of opinion. Then what took
place ? Then we find in the press the ma-
lign influence of the Minister of Public
Works, disseminating hostility te the gov-
ernment of which he was a member. How
he cap remain a meinber of the government
under these circumstances I leave it to the
niembers of the government to settie among
themselves. The hon. gentleman goes on to
say :

The question is to decide whether the Cana-
dian pecple shall be called upon to take part
in all the wars of the empire without the doors
of the Imperial parliament and cabinet board
cpened to them, without even being consulted
- through their representatives and the gov-
ment on the advisability of these bloody con-
tests. I shall never consent tc uphold such a
retrogressive policy.

Is the member for the county of Labelle
nobody ? Are his constituents nobodies ?
It would seem so, in face of that declaration
that he has gone to them and asked them to
denounce the government for its action in
sending aid to Her Majesty’s government,
and has procured from them ar unanimous
verdict of approval. Yet in the face of this
fact. this House is asked to say that there
has bheen absolute unanimity upon this im-
poriant question on the part of the whole
Canadian people, without any exception
whatever.

Now,. Sir, commenting upon the resigna-
tion of the hon. member for Labelle, La
Patrie, on the 22nd of October, says :

We state in the most emphatic manner that
the departure of the volunteers, under the pra-
3ent conditions, {s not and will not be a prece-

ent.

How long was it not to be a precedent,
I would like to know, Mr. Speaker. I would
like the hon. gentieman to tell me what he
meant when his paper said that it was nu.
to be a precedent, whether it was not to be
a precedent for a fortnight, or for three
weeks, or for 2 month.

The violent discussions which take place, the
sensational resignation of Mr. Bourassa——

Mark this, Mr. Speaker, I draw the atten-
tion of the First Minister to this statement,
that instead of there being a unanimity on
this question, there are violent discussions
going on in his own province, among the
people of the province of Quebec.

. . . . The vlolent discussions which take
place, the sensational resignation of Mr. Bou-
rassa, place on the order of the day the ques-
tion of ocur future relations with the Empire.
No taxes without representation, which is the
political gospel of British citizens the world over,
cannot be igpnored here any more than else-
where.

These are valiant words inspired by the
hon. Minister of Public Works, but he was
far from giving them effect when it came
to the questiorn of whether he should stay
in or go out. What more? It is not only the
hon. member for ILabelle (3Mr. Bourassa),
but take the case of the hon. member for
Laprairie and Napierville (Mr. Monet). These
are thie gentlemen who stand shoulder to
shoulder, who stand in a united phalanx,
sustaining this government! They are all
broken up amongst themselves, giving out,
over their own signatures as the hon. mem-
ber for Laprairie and Napierville did, state-
ments dencuncing the action of this gov-
ernment and declaring, in the face of the
world, that they never would come out in
suppert of deing such violence to the con-
stitution of the country. On December 30
that hon. gentleman said :

The federal cabinet, without consulting par-
tiament, has just decided to send & second Cana-
dian contingent to Scuth Africa. It is net a
question, like the first case, of a simple act
of courtesy towards Great Britain. We espouse
her quarrels and we make our own & war which
Hon. Edward Blake has qualiffied as unjust and
as oppresaive. It is no longer a feeble pecuniary
contribution that is asked. It is ocur contribution
of blood which is demanded, and that in a war
which threatens to be the mest bloody of the
century. Why sbhouid we contribute 7 Can-
ada has nothing to do with the causes that pre-
voked this way. and not being representod in
the parliamest which brought it about, I ask
for what reasuxn I should be called upen to com-
tribute anything whatever. It has been sald
that the first contingent was sent to Africa as
an act of politeness to England, which was not
supposed to be in want of men, the Order in
Council declaring thet it was not to be & pre-
cedent. The second contingent is being sent
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because of the reverses which England has met
with. I do not trouble myself as to whether
the second Order in Council contains this re-
striction, ‘this does not serve as a precedent.’
This restriction is quite delusive.

As it proved.

I am a Canadian and my idea is to see Can-
ada take rank amongst the independent natioms
as soon as she is sufficiently developed by the
vitelity, population and immensity of our na-
tlonal resources. In order, therefore, to reach
this end we want all our revenues here to de-
velop our resources and attract emigration, in-
stead of sending our people as targets to South
Africa.

Yet, we are all united,, we are of one voice
and one sentiment on the whole of this
question. I do not intend to tell hon. gen-
tlemen what I think of the hon. member
for Laprairie and Napierville, but I will
telli you what one of the most influential
French papers says on this subject. I re-
fer to La Presse, in the city of Montreal.
That paper, refering to the hon. member
for Laprairie and Napierville, says :

There is neither equivocation nor restriction.
Mr. Monet knows that the matter is one of ur-
gency, and yet he is opposed to sending Cana-
dian aid at a time when England needs it. 'This
is disloyalty pure and simple.

This is not my charge against the hon.
member for Laprairie and Napierville, but
it is the declaration of the most influential
French paper in the whole province of Que-
bec, the most widely circulated paper and
an independent paper, as my hen. friend
{(3ir. Bergeron) says :

Here is a flag which defends our commerce
upon every sea, yet Mr. Monet pretends that
we should accept the protection without being
obliged to render any assistance therefor. It
matters little to him whether we are to belong
to a power of the first rank or to one of the
second. He sees no difference between a nation
of the first, second or third order. He desires
the prosperity of Canads, but he expects to
effect it in this way.

It is by such outbursts as this that we, a
minority in the Caradian Dominlon, make ocur-
selves ridiculous in the eyes of the other pro-
vinces.

There is another of the right hon. gemtie-
man’s supporters driven away from his side,
teken away from giving the support he
would have loyally given by the fact of the
government of Canada being undermined by
a man within their own ranks and in their
own counsels, who Is using his press, his in-
fiuence and his power among the people of
Canada to break down and destroy the con-
fidence of the vast body of the pecple of
this country in this action. It is madness
to shut our eyes to the tacts as they are
and to believe the statement, which is not
founded in fact, that the entire population
of this country is sustaining this action of
the government of Canada in regard to the
Transvaal. In order to deal with a
question of this kind you must adopt

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.
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the course of a surgeon dealing with
a disease. If a cancer makes its ap-
pearance in the most remote extremity

you will have to cut it off or you will have
death resulting through the whole body be-
coming permeated. No, 1 say with this
moral cancer existing in the heart of the
covernment, you have no alternative but to
cut off that cancer, to separate and dissever
it from the body politic of Canada or it will
result in the political death of the body that
does mot adopt such heroic means of treat-
ment as those which are adopted by sur-
gical operation. I am happy to say that
nothing is so distasteful to me as to be
compelled, by a sense of duty, to animadvert
upon the conduct of any gentieman in this
House or out of it. I want to turn to a
subject of a much more agreeable character
and to draw the attention of my right hen.
friend to the fact that he, himself, personal-
Iy. stood pledged and committed on this
great question. When the right hon. gentle-
man was sitting alongside of the Prince of
Wales, at the Imperial Institute. on the 18th
of June, he made a very memorable, and, as
usual. a most eloquent and most admirable
speech, and I am very happy to say that,
so far as I am able to judge, I take very
little exception to a single word that the
right hon. gentieman said. I want to draw
his attention just now to what he did say
on that memorable occasion of the Diamond
Jubilee of the Empire. when British sub-
jects from all over the empire were sur-
rounding Her Majesty and vieing with each
other in their devotion to the Crown and
British institutions. He said :

My answer is this simply: Canada is a ma-
tion; Canada is free, and freedom is its nation-
ality. Although Canada acknowledges the<suzer-
ainty of a sovereign power, I am here to say
that independence can give us nc more rights
than we have at the present day.

I agree with the right hon. gentleman most
fully and heartily in that statement, and &
r:08t important statement it is.

Lord Lansdowne has spoken of & day when,
perhaps, our empire might be in danger——

A very curlous cecincidence that that sug-
gestion should come at such & time from s
gentieman who is now burdened with Im-
perial duties as Secretary of State for War.

England has proved at all times that she can
fight her own battles, but if a day wers ever
to come when England was in danger, let the
bugle sound, let the fire be lit on the hills,
and ir all parts of the colonies, though we
might not be able tc¢ do much, whatever we
;:;an do shall be dope by the cclonies to help

er.

That reguires no comment; it speaks for it-
gelf ; it is & volume in & word. It covers
the entire case and I congratulate the right
hon. gentleman upon hsaving had his usually
felicitous mood of dealing with important
questions. Let me czll attention tc & speech



45

|FEBRUARY 5, 1900

46

made by Mr. Chamberlain in presence of
the right hon. gentleman (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier), the sentiments in which speech will 1
am sure be endorsed by every meinber of
thir House. Mr. Chamberlain said :

The mighty fieet, of which we exhibited a por-
tion to our visitors the other day, and those
military preparations to which reference has
been made, they are not a threat to otker nations;
they constitute no danger to our neighbours.
They are the pledge we give to our colonies and
to our dependencies that sc iong as they value
their connection with us we will use all our re-
sources in its defence. The evidences
that they have seen here will convince them that
we are willing to make all the sacrifices that
are necessary to maintain their honour and their
interests as well as our own. 1 hcpe they will
also take back with them the conviction that
we sincerely entertain that the continued unity
of the British Empire is the best guarantee for
the peace and the civilization of the world.

I shall not comment on that, nor shall 1
guote the reply made by the Prime Minis-
ter, for that raises amnother issue which I
Go not intend to deal with now. “While 1
am drawing attenticn to the eloquent
speeches made by tiie Prime Minister—and
all his speeches are eloquent—permit me to
quote the follewing from a speech which
he made at Sherbrooke so late as January,
1900:

We believed it our duty as a British colony
to take part in the war, and to permit 2,000
Canadian volunteers to enlist in the English
army and to fight for the mother country. We
did it because we believed it cur duty to do it,
in response to the unanimous sentiments of
the people Gf this country. We are a {free
country; ours is a constitutiona! government,
and our duty is to put into execution the popu-
iar will, and the moment the popular will was
known to us we had but ome duty to discharge,
and we discharged it of our free will. There
was 120 power to constrain us to act as we did;
but in tne plenitude of our legislative inde-

pendence, we had the right to reply to the popu-
lar will.

I quote this to show that the Prime Min-
ister committed himself absolutely to the
principle that under our constitution, the
government should respond to the peopular
wwill. Let me say, that 1 do not dissent
from a single word in that quotation. Sir,
when I read the speech from the Throne, 1
was greatly delighted. 1 was pleased to
believe that the government had bowed to
the overwhelming—I shall not say unani-

some of the Prime Mirister’'s friends are
dissentients—I say I was glad to find that
the government bowed to the overwhelm-
ing public sentiment of all parties, of all
classes, of all races and of all creeds in this
country, in favour of the principle that Can-
ada should bear all the expenses connected
with the Canadian contingents. I found in
the Governor General’s speech that in de-
ference to the uneguivocal opirmion of this
country the government announced that

provision would be made ‘T¥or the cost of
equipping and paying the Cansadian contin-
gents.” I profess to have some little knowl-
edge of the English language and that sen-
tence seemed teo say without qualification,
that Canada was going tu pay all the ex-
penses of the contingents. When the news
reached me that the government had wise-
ly decided to offer a second contingent to
Her Majesty’s government, I was about
to address a mass meeting of political
friends as well as political opponents in
the city of Vancouver. 1 told them there,
that I had heard with great delight that
the government had decided to send a sec-
ond contingent, and I at the same time ex
pressed the hope that when parliament
met, the speech from the Throne would
announce that all the expenses connected

with our Canadian volunteers in South
Africa, would be borne by the govern-
ment. 1 stated then that I would only be

too glad to give all the support in my power
to such a policy. Sir, since then I spoke
to one of the ministers—it is a public mat-
ter, and not confidential—and I said to him:
There is no doubt about the statement im
the speech from the Throne ; Canada is to
pay all the expenses; but to my great regret
1 found that this was a Delphian Oracle
statement in the speech, and that it might
mean one thing or the other. I believe,
Sir, that the government never made a
greater mistake than that. My right hon.
friend has been good encugh to favour me
with some of the correspondence—there is, I
believe, some which I have not yet seen—
that was toc be laid on the Table with refer-
ence to this matter; and -amongst other
papers, is the following telegram sent by
Sir Wilfrid Laurier to Lord Strathconn:—

In view of discussions upon subject here, I
desire to know definitely what is arrangement
between British government and different Aus-
:ralasian colonies respecting pay of men serv-
ing on colonial contingents after landing in
Scuth Africa. Are colonies paying, in any case?
Give details.

The following is Lord. Stratheona’s reply:—

Have communicated with colonial officer re-
garding your cable, 26th instant. Arrangement
with Australasian colonies precisely same as
with Canada. In nc case are colonies paying
their coniingents after landing South Africa.
New Zealand government offered to provide pay
for their contingent, but Her Majesty’'s govern-

ini ‘ re of opinion that arrangement by which
mous expression of public opinion, because ment were of 0p g y

pay at Imperial rates should be provided from
linperial exchequer from date of disembarkation
South Africa should he applied &ll colonial forcses.
Ses Nos. 13 and 16, parilamentary paper, 16th
November, 1899. Copies sent Secretary of State’
15th ultimo.

I think there must be some little mistake
there. I am quite aware ihat parliamen-
tary papers Nos. 13 arnd 16 do propose on
the part of New Zealand that they should
pay, and that the British government sug-
gests that it would be better to adopt the
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usual course of having the payment made |

by the Imperial government for service in
the field. But, I want to draw the atten-
tion of my hon. friend to the fact that there
was further correspondence on the matter.
if the hon. gentleman will look at Nos. 82
and 92, he will find a very great change in
that posilion. The Earl of Ranfurly, writ-
ing to Mr. Chamberlain, says:

THE PRIME MINISTER. At what
page?
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Page 2, de-

spatch 82, Lord Strathcona refers to pap-
ers Nos. 13 and 16, which is a correspon-
dence that took pilace a long time before.
The liarl of Ranfurly says on September
29, 1839 :

I have the honour to inclose you a resolution
passed by the House of Representatives on Sep-
tember 28.

On the declaration of the division, fifty-four
in favour and five against, there was a scene
of the greatest enthusiasm, the whole House
rising and singing the National Anthem, fol-
lcwed by rounds of applause.

The same evening my Premier had an inter-
view . with me, asking me to cable the resolu-
tion and offer of services of two companies
mounted rifies.

Each company is te consist of 100 rank and
file and at least four officers.

The New Zealand government wiil provide out-
fit, transport to African port, rations and horse-
feed en route, hut ca landing transport, rations
and ammunition to be provided by the Imperial
authorities.

This colony has nc transport corps, or at the
present moment, any of the ammunition pro-
posed to he used there.

Tents can be gent, if desired.

The number of horses it is propesed to send
for the two companies is 250.

The payment of the corps throughout will be
made by the government.

" The legisiative council have passed a resolu-
tion approving of the resclution of the Heuse
of Representatives.

The reselution was passed by thirty-six votes
to one against.

Now, if you turn to the answer to that de-
spatch, yon will find thar there is not a
word of objection raised on behalf of Her
Majesty’s government to the statement that
New Zealand is going te bear the entire ex-
penditure. It says:

.. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of your despateh of the 29th September . last,
“transmitting a resolution passed by the House
- of Representatives respecting the offer of a con-
‘tingeat of New Zealand Mounted Rifies for ser-
‘vice in South Africa, and reporting the arrange-
- ments made for the composition and equipment
of the force.

:The patriotic eanthusiasm with which the gov-
~ernment and peocple of New Zealand have taken
'8 shere in the defence of Imperial interests in
South "Africa has been recelved with warm and
-sincere gratification by the government ard peo-
ple of this country; and the promptitude .f the
errangements for the despatch of the contin-
gent has been cordially recognized by the mili-
“tary autherities.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

Now, Sir, I have read the speech made by
my right hon. friend at Sherbrooke with the
object of drawing his attention to the very
sound statement which he made, declaring
it to be the duty of a government to give
effect to the undoubted wishes of the peo-
ple; and I now want to draw his attention
to the fact that I bhave had an opportunity
within the last three months of addressing
tens of thiousands of people throughout this
country—in the province of Nova Sctiag, in
the province of Quebee, in the province of
Ontario, in the province of Manitoba, in the
North-west Territories and in British Co-
lumbia—and on this question of Canada
furnishing all the aid that is required by
the mother country in the present great
emergency and paying the entire cost of the
same, there was not on a single occasion
a dissentient voice. 1 had the pleasure of
addressing thousands of the right hon. gen-
tleman’s friends, who will continue to be
his friends, no doubt, because they are
strong Liberals ; and in the province of Que-
bec, where a large body of my hearers were
French, and where I had the advantage of
having my views fully explained to them
by my French colleagues, there was the
same unanimity of opinion that existed all
over Canada. There was one uadivided
public sentiment that the honour and the
interest of Canada alike required, that the
cntire expenditure connected with the aid
given by ihe government of Canada to the
British government in South Africa should
be borne by Canada. I hope it is not too
late yet. Threatened as my hon. friend no
doubt is by the Minister of Pubilec Works
and by his contingent of revolters that he
has got into a cave, I do hope it is not too
late for my right hon. friend to reconsider
that question. Down to the present hour
I find no statement made by the govern-
ment of any wish or desire that Canada
should be permitted to bear the entire ex-
penditure. But I say more. The right
hon. gentleman knows that the press of the
Conservative party is unanimous on that
question. He knows that the Conserva-
tive press throughout Canada heartily and
warmly endorses the policy of Canada doing
all that is required and doing it thoroughly
and completely, as eminently for our honour
and in our interest. But, Sir, I take the
press supporting the government, and what
do I find ? 'The Montreal Witness, a very
strong supporter of this government, except
in cases which are so monstrous that it is
absolutely compelled to turn its back upon
some particular act, on Qctober 16, says:

There is cne part of the arrangemants as pub-
lished which we do not like, and that is the
statement that the Imperial government is to
bear the whole cost of the contingent. Certain-
ly, Canada, waen she sends a contingent, should
insist upon bearing, not a part, but the whole,
of the expense. These are prosperous -years
for Canada—-

Not like 1884 or 1885; bﬁt, as the hon. mover
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of the address pointed out, Canada never
in her history was in a condition of such
unbounded prosperity, and her people never
were so rich as at the present moment; and
30 person rejoices in that more than |
0-—.

—and it is a geood time to begin to contribute
to the cost of the maintenance of the empire.
Canada should support her own contingent, no
matter what it costs. We suppose the arrange-
ment of the British government supporting the
Canadian contingent is based upon the prece-
dgnt in the case of the East Indies, which fur-
nishes troops, but does not pay for them after
they leave Indis. But Canada is one of the
nations of the empire, and in an altogether
different position from India.

But, Sir, what does the Globe say ? The
Giobe of January 9 of this year had a
statement of what it expected the speech
from the Throne to contain: and it was
supposed Dy some people to be an imspired
statement, but this turned out not to be

thgd fact. In that statement the Globe
said:

Pr_ovision for full payment by Canada of the
contingents of Canadian troops sent to South
Africa and some more definite determination of
the measure of our responsibility for the de-
fenee of the empire.

Returning to the subject on January 13,
and referring to a criticism by the Star, the
Globe said : ‘

In the programme in question only one new
subject is touched upon—the contingents of Can-
adian troops sent to South Africa, and there we
declare our opinion that parliament should bear
;he fuli cost of these contingents. That has
Deen our position ever since it was decided to

send out a contingent and will continve to be:

our position.

'_I‘hat is from the organ of the government
in the provinee of Ontario. Le¢ Soleil, the
right hon. gentleman’s own organ in the
city of Quebee, on January 3, said:

It seems to us that Mr. Laurier should wield
to the current and annocunce in the speech from
the Throne that Canada will pay all the expenses
of her soldiers.

The Montreal Hereld, which is known to
be one of the strongest supporters of the
. government in the province of Quebec, on
Jannary 12, said:

There is little questior but that parliament
will authorize the payment of the entire ex-
penses of the contingents Canada has given to
the empire. ) . '

And the Free Press of this city says :—

The likelihood is that the Canadian govern-
ment will propose, in the speech from the
‘Throne, to bear all the expense of the contin-
gent, including - their full pay while in South
Africa. This can only be done by the sanction

-of parliament, but, as it is already being urged

by Sir Charles Tupper, the scheme is certain of
practically  unanimous approval. This would
bear but iightly on Carada from the fact that
even after paying for the men already sent to
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the Cape, the Finance Minister will have a sur- -
plus of several million dollars in his Budget
speech. The plan is endorsed by the govern-
ment’s leading supporters.

I draw the attention of the hon. minister
to that.

It being six o’clock the Speaker left the
Chair.

AFTER RECESS.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I was just, Mr.
Speaker, before recess, concluding an appeal
to my right hon. friend and endeavouring to
show him that, in accordance with the prin-
ciple propounded by him in his speech at
Sherbrooke, it was the duty of the govero-
ment to comply, in questions of this kind,
with the unqualified sentiwnent of the great
body of the people, and that I had no doubt
he would find that preponderance of senti-
ment his justification for adopting a pol-
icy which, in my judgment, the bhonour and
interest of Canada alike demand, namely,
that the expenses of the Canadian contin-
gents should be borne by the pcople of
Canada. I drew the &attention of my right
hon. friend to the fact that not only had he
the press of the Liberal-Conservative party,
but the press of the most leading and intiu-
ential secticns of the Liberal party urged
the earrying out of that policy ; and I have
had myself the vpportunity of ascertaining,
by addressing great meetings of the elector-
ate in almost all the provinces of the Domin-
ion, that on that question all parties, Liberal
and Conservative, all races and creeds,
were entirely in unison. Therefore, 1 think
it very worthy the consideration of my right
hon. friend, that he should take such a
course as will meet the approval of the
great body of the peoble.

'There is another evidence, and it is one
of the most striking that possibly has per-
haps ever been exhibited in Canada. I now
refer to the various charitable associations,
the various associations of the public
throughkout Canada, in connection with the
patriotic fund, and 1 think that the House
wiil agree with me that there has never
been in the history of Canada anything
approaching the unanimous sentiment of ali
parties and all classes in exhibiting a de-
sire to spend their money in doing every-
thing possible to promote the comfort of
our volunteers who have gone te represent
Canada in South Africa. There can be no
stronger evidence perhaps than when the
people of large means and people of mod-
erate means and people of small means
are all ready, as has been shewn throughout
Canada in every section of the country, to
come te the front and give their money
and support to the utmost extent of their
ability in doing everything posible to show
how thoroughly Canada appreciates the con-
duct of her brave volunteers in going to
promote the honour of Canada and main-
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tain the integrity of the empire on the field
of battle. I do not intend to press this point
further, but will leave it to the considera-
tion of my right hon. friend ; but I do feel
that if he wishes to be the exponent of the
unqualified sentiment of Canada in every
section of the country, he will take every
means in his power to show that whether
Her Majesty’s government will accept the
offer or not, Canada stands ready to pro-
vide all the expenditure connected with the
maintaining of the Canadian force in South
Africa. Anything short of that will en-
tirely fail to meet the views eif the country.,
It is now apparent from the correspon-
dence already down, that no proposal has
ever emanated from Canada with regard to
that natter. Her Majesty’s government
bave never been pressed to permit Canada
to discharge what I believe the overwhelm-
ing mass of the people regard as an impera-
tive duty, alike demanded by the honour
and interests of our country.
I shall say no more upon that subject,
but 1 wih to draw the attenticn of the
House for a few moments to one of the
most extraordinary exhibitions that has
perhaps ever been witnessed on the floor of
the Hiouse of Commons of Canada or of any
country where parliamentary governiment
exists. I regard as one of the gravest con-
stitutional scandals that this House, or any
House where the British parliamentary
system: exists, has ever presented, the ex-
bibition which we witnessed on the open-
ing day of the session. What did we see 7
We saw a gentleman who had resigned his
seat in this House on the ground that the
government had so trampled the constitu-
tion under their feet, had so ignored every
principle of constitutional government,
that they were no longer deserving of sup-
port ; and he felt bound, having been elect-
ed as one of their supporters, to £0 before
his constituents and denounce their conduct,
and defended every point of his ecase by
quoting the absolute dicta of the Prime
Minister himiself and asked them to sus-
tain him in thus abandoning the party he
had been elected to support, and place him
in a position to denounce their ac-
tion on the floor of this House.
Sir, can you show me, can any gentleman
on the government benches or any gentle-
wan in this House, show me a single in-
stance, in any country where pariamentary
government exists or where British institu-
tions are established, in which a man took
the extraordinary step of abandoning his
party and appealing to his constituents
against that party with any other object
than that of coming back and driving them
out of power if he could ? Is it not making
a perfect farce of everything like comnstitu-
fonal principles for a man to pretend
to abandon the government he has been
elected to support and ask his constituents
to support his attitude of hosiility to them,
and then coming back as one of their sup-

Sir CHARLES TVUPPER.

porters in the representative OChamber ?
Such a farce tends to bring everything like
constitutional principles into perfect cou-
tempt with the House of Commons and with
the whole people. What have we witnessed?
We have witnessed the hon. member for
Lateile (Mr. Bourassa) taking the very
course I speak of. He took, apparently, a
very independent, high-handed and dignified
course, No doubt he did so under the direc-
tion of the members of this government,
under the direction, as I believe, 1 do not
hesitate to say, of the Minister of Public
Works, and in order te strengthen the
I'rench position—not the Canadian French
position but the French position—he had
taken, and to prevent anything being done
to show sympathy with Great Britain in
the struggle with the Boers in which she is
now entangled. This government was chal-
lenged in a most vital point, it was held up
to public contempt all over this country by
the hon. member for Labelle in a letter of
resignation over his own signature, in which
he declared that he had no course as an
honest representative of the people but to
turn his back upon them and turn them
out of power. And what followed ? This
House witnessed a parliamentary and con-
stitutional scandal that, 1 say, has no paral-
lel in the history of Canada or the British
Empire. A man has secured a verdict of
his constituents in denouncing the action of
the government as a violation of the con-
stitution of the country—the highest crime
of which any government can be guilty—
The government not having even dared
to take up the glove he threw down and put
a supporter of their own in the field to de-
fend the position they had taken—and when
this man who has denounced them comnes
back with the unanimous endorsement of his
people, the House witnesses the scandal of
a Minister of the Crown introducing that
man. The hon. member for Labelle, having
triumphed over the government, having
secured the condemnation of his govern-
ment by the unanimous veote of his people,
we fad him introduced to this House by
rhe Minister of Public Works, and sand-
wiched In between that hon. gentleman and
the hon. member fer Laprairie (Mr. Monet),
who is denounced by the most influential
portion of the French Canadian press as 8
thoroughly disloyal man, unentitled to the
support of this country. It would not be
exactly right to speak of them as arcades
«mbo, for there are three of them; but they
are three well associated—

Mr. WALLACE. Three of & kind.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Three of &
kind—yes ; men who have taken a position
in the face of this parliament calculated to
bring upon themseives the utter contempt of
every man who has any regard for consti-
tutional government or pariiamentary prin-
ciple. Ang yet, Sir, we find this Minister of
Public Works sitting behind the leader of
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the government after having intreduced on
the floor of this House and presented to you
as a worthy member of this House a man
who was sent here by the unamnimous voice
of his constituents to vote down this gov-
ernment for having trampled the constitu-
tion of Canada under their feet. This is a
scandal, I say, such as we have never wit-
nessed before, and 1 trust that, in the long
future history of this country, such & scan-
dal shall never be known again. If my
right hon. friend has so completely lost his
grasp upon the control of public affairs, if
he has become so completely subordinate to
any member of hig government as to stili
retain that minister, he cannot hope from
the intelligent people of this countiry or
from the intelligent members of this House
on one gide or on the other anything but the
contempt which must always fall upon a
man occupying his high position who makes
himself the vasal and tool of one who gits
behind him.

I shall not say more upon that subject,
but I have one more point to refer to in
which the Minister of Public Works is in-
terested, a subject to which I shall draw
the attention ef the House directly.

I am happy, however, to say that there
is one paragraph in the speech from the
Throne to which I give my most hearty
approval, and it is this:

In this eonnection, it is a matter of pride and
gratification to the people of this Dominion that,
in addition to the contingents sent by the gov-
ernment, another Canadian force is being organ-
ized and despatched at the personal expense of
the High Commissioner of Canada. This gener-
ocus acd patriotic action upen the part of Lord
Strathcona refiects high honour on him and on
the Dominion he represents.

To every word of that, I subscribe most
heartily. Never in the history of Canada
has any Canadian done an act that reflects
greater honour upon himseif or one that es-
tablishes greater claim upon the cenfidence
of his country than this noble and generous
act of Lord Strathconma. Why, Sir, it puts
to blush the action of the government. The
government shrink, they hold back, they
are only pressed from point to point by the
power which alone appears to influence
them—the upheaval of public sentiment all
over this country, to which they are com-
pelled to bow because their fate depends
upon it. But in contrast with this we find
this noble action of a great Scofch Can-
adian, a man of Scottish birth, who spent
his boyhood and the prime of his life in
Canada and became identified with Canada’s
greatest interests, a man whose prinecely
genercsity in the cause of suffering human-
ity is instanced in the enormous amount
contributed by him to one of the finest and
most magnificent hospitals in the world, the
Royal Victoria HHospital in Montreal,
a man whose prinecely benefactions to the
great eause of education have raised an
undying monument to his name and char-

acter in the city of Montreal, in connection
with AeGill College and the Strathcona In-
stitute—I say that no act of his life, great
and princely as his services have been to
the people of Canada, will shine with great-
er lustre, and nothing he has done will be
handed down from generation to genera-
tion as a more munificent and glorious act
than this contribution of his own private
means to pay the expenses of the equip-
ment and trapsport of a regiment of cavairy
to uphold the stability of the British
Empire and the honour of Canada. I say
that under these circumstances I rejoice to
see that the government have made a fit-
ting recognition of his claims to considera-
tion by the tribute they have paid bhim in
this speech from the Throne, every word
of which I most heartily endorse. But
there is another man whouse name is not
known but who is equally entitled to recog-
pition at the hands of this government,
there is a man who, comparing his means
with those of Lord Strathcona, has done
still greater service to Canada, and has
shown even higher patriotism than Lord
Strathcona: I need not say that I refer to
the gentleman whose medesty will not per-
mit me to disclose his name, but who en-
abled me, as representing him, to secure
an insurance on the lives of the first con-
tingent te the extent of a million dollars.
Of this gentleman, whose act, however, 1
communicated to the government, as I feit
it was in the interests of the country that
it should be communicated, the govern-
ment have not a word to say; but on the
contrary the Minister of Public Works (Mr.
Tarte) assails, and vilifies and traduces
this gentleman, whose name stands in the
shade. What does the Minister of Public
Works say:

It is easy to piay a farce as Sir Charles Tupper
does at this moment in giving guarantees f{o
insurince companies ; but it i3 not thus that the
future of this couniry is decided ; it is not thua
that a government that understands its duties
decides and acts.

I say that if Canada and the colonies are call-
ed upon to take part in the wars of the em-
pire they should bhave the right of representa-
tion and of voting in ithe Imperial counciis,

Why should the hon. gentleman denounce
as a farce, the munificient act of this gen-
tleman on behalf of those brave scoldiers
who have gone out to do battle for the
honour and interests of Canada and the em-
pire, giving each one of them the assur-
ance that if he falls in battle, as there is
too much risk that he will, those depending
upon him will not be left homeless and
houseless? Where is there a man with a
spark of patriotism in .is breast, with a
spark of manly sentiment in his bosom, that
would undertake to vilify, and deride, and
treat with contempt one of the most mag-
nificent acts of private generosity that has
| ever been exhibited in the whole history of
Canada? [ say again, that in view of the
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private resources of the gentleman I refer
0, no grester evidence has ever been given
of genuine patriotism, when he felt that the
honour and interest of Canada demsanded
that this contingent should be raised, and
that the life of every one of its members
should be insured against the casualties of
war, and when, out of his own pocket, he
paid for an insurance to the extent of a
million doilars on the 1,000 men of the con-
tingent. And yet, Sir, that gentleman is
to be assailed and traduced by the Minister
of Public Works, with the full knowledge
of the Prime Minister of what had occur-
red. and with the official proof in his hands
from the company that every one of those
thousand men carried that insurance to the
aggregate of one million dollars, Sir, the
Prime Minister has not a word to say in
reference to that gentleman, and why ?
Because, unfortunately, he is a friend of Sir
Charles Tupper, there can be no other rea-
son. What other reasom could exist except
that ? 1 took care to place in the hands of
the right hon. gentleman the following offi-
cial statement from the company:—

—

Montreal, October 23, 1899.

To the Officers and Men of the Canadian con-
tingent for the Transvaal :

As a result of negotiations for some time
pending with this company, we have this day
concluded an arrangement with Sir Charles Tup-
per, Bart., whereby he effects insurance to a
limit of one million dollars upon the men of
all ranks in the Canadian contingent geing to
Africa. To each officer and to each man, er to
their helrs, the sum of $1,060 is to be paid by
this company upon receiving satisfactory proof
of death while engaged with the enemy in Africa,
or death within thirty days of enmgagement, or
for loss of both feet, or both hands, or both
eyes. In case of loss of one hand, or one fooi,
or one eye, $500 will be paid.

It is desired, as far as practicable, before
embarkation, that the names and home ad-
dresses of the officers and men be forwarded
to the office of this company, 185 St. James
Street, Montreal, by letter or wire, that they
may be recorded in the company’s books.

(Signed),

The Ocea1, Accident and Guarantee Company,
Limiteqd,

ROLLAND, LYMAN & BURNETT,
Geners! Managers.

An Hon. MEMBIER. Oh, oh!

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. That is a
subject of amusement, is it, to the hon.
‘gentlemen opposite? There is the evi-
dence for this House of whether the entire
population of this country is heartily en-
gaged in sustaining the action of this gov-
ernment; that burst of laughter is the evi-
dence, backed up, as it is, by the insolent
agsault of tke Minister of Public Works
upon this transaction, there is the voice of
kis clagueurs trained to turn thelr scorm
~and contempt upon every man that wiil

Sir CHARLBES TUPPER.

come to the aid of Canads and her trgops.
What is the position of the government
upon this question? They entered into
negotiations with an insurance company to
insure the lives of that contingent to the
extent of a million dollars, and I will read
what the Globe newspaper, of October 28,
said upon the subject:

ANOTHER MILLION OF INSURANCE.

Mr. G. H. Allen, of Kingston, inspector of
agencies for the Standard Life Assurance Com-
pany, of Edinburgh, has been in the city for
the past few days, and has completed an arrange-
ment with the Dominion government for placing
cne million dollars’ life insurance on members
of the Canadian contingent who are going to the
Transvaal. This will give one thousand dol-
lars’ insurance to the relatives or heirs of any
officer or man who may die during their absence.
The insurance will take effect from the time the
contingent starts from Quebec, and wiil be paid
on all parties who die from any cause. The
government will pay the premiums. The sec-
retary of the Standard Life, Mr. J. Hutton Bal-
four, arrived to-night to look over the arrange-
ments which Mr. Allen has made and give his
sanction to it. The insurance which Sir Charles
Tupper negotiated. was merely for accidenis, and
it is understood will only take effect from casu-
alties after reaching Scuth Africa.

Now, Sir, what occurred ? KEvery man
of that thousand of brave and patriotie
Canadians went off with the glowing langu-
age of the First Minister of the Crown
in his ears, went off with his heart lightened
and his feelings buoyant. He knew
from the official announcement made
by the organ of the government that an
additional $1,006 had been placed on his life
and that in case he lost it, those wheo de-
pended upon him would not be left home-
less and houseless. Where are these gen-
tleinen who, with a burst of laughter, greet-
ed the provision of $1,000 to meet the cas-
ualties of war, where are they when I
point out to them the humiliating posi-

tion in which this government, that
they support, stand in relation to this
guestion. With this anrouncement made,
with every man carrying away with

him the bhappy, delightful thought, that
if his life were lost, his family wouid
be provided for, to some extent, what
would be their feelings upeon reacking
South Africa to find that this was a
delusion, that this government, when they
took up the guestion of insurance had not
the ability to deal with it or to provide for
the insuran<=e of each man to the extent of
$1,000, and who, when they found what it
would cost them to do it, backed out of it,
and when the organ of the government,
after it had given this gratifying announce-
ment, at which every man in Canada re-
joiced, stated three days afterwards, on
November 1, tbat ‘there was no ground
for the rcport recently published that the
governmenti are insuring the lives of the
members of the contingent.” 1t is a tragedy,
a tragedy of the deepest, blackest dye; it
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was & successful attempt to buoy up the
contingent, who were golpg away with
their lives in their hands te fight a British
battle, with the joyous refiection that the
government had come to their aid and
that in case of death they would be pro-
vided with this additional insurance. Bug,
they are toid, in the most unfeeling manner
that the government have backed out, that
all the hopes that had been excited were
false hopes ending in the same delusion
that the promises of this government
usually end in, in regard to anything
they undertake to do. I will only say
that I hope, when the hon. Minister of
Public Works next has occasion to refer
to this handsome, generous act of a pri-
vate individual who was prepared, out
of his own means and resources and at his
own personal cost and who stands to-day
pledged to an insurance of $1,000 for every
man who leses his life or two limbs in
that encounter, I hope that when he next
dezls with that subject he will remembder
the black, disreputable tragedy enaczed by
the government in gllowing these people to
g0 away feeling that they were provided for
when they are afterwards told that it is a
delusion and that there is not a single far-
thing provided by this government for those
they left behind in case of death.

1 want to return for & few moments, and
for a few moments only, because I was
sorry I had not the oppeortunity of conclud-
ing before the House rose, and I must ask
the induigence of the House for again being
obliged to repeat it after coming back here,
but I want for a few moments to draw the
attention of the House to the position of
Canada on this gquestion. I have no better
“evidence to offer to the House than the evi-
dence coffered by the right hon. Prime Min-
ister, when sitting along side of the Prince
of Wales, and when he declared that Can-
ada was a great naticn, that she was as
independent & nation now as it was poessible
for a country tc be, that she had every right
and enjoyed every privilege that any inde-
pendent nation, in any country in the world
enjoyed, and he was quite right. Canada
has reached, aye, and had reached that posi-
tion before the right hon. gentieman occu-
pled a position at the head of this govern-
ment—Canada bhad reached & position in
which she had the most absolute control of
her own affairs and of the government of
hier country. Canada hkas committed to her
care the northern half of this great conti-
nent of North America, and ip my judgment,
not the least valuable or important half. Can-
ada has been erdowed by nature with all
these boundiess rescurces. Canada bids
fair—it is now every day being developed—
to become omne of the mmost important and
wealthiest countries in the world. Canada
bhas the northern balf of thig great contin-
ent under her control, she has boundiess,
inexhaustible treasures to add to her wealth

and to develop it rapidly into a great coun-
try, and now that all the lines of commun!-
cation of this country are established. and
there is inter-communication from end
to end she has reached the position in
which she is going ahead, as the hon. mem-
ber for West Ontario (Mr. Gould) said, by
leaps and bounds. Whether you take her
position in regard to the fisheries, in regard
to her coast, in regard to her timber, in
regard to her mineral resources, ir regard
to her soil, in regard to her climnate—take
the position of Canada from any standpoeint
and you canmnot find, on the face of the
globe, 5,000,000 of pesple, or 5,500,000, and
I hope, approaching 6,000,000 of people, oc-
cupying & prouder, a more advantageous,
or a more splendid position. She has the
glory of British institutions; she offers
a security for life and property which is
alone to be found under British institutions.
I will not say alone to be found under Brit-
ish institutions, but which will pot be ex-
ceeded by any other institutions that human
skill or sagacity has ever devised. That is
the position she occupies. You cannot show
me to-day, on the face of the globe, a popu-
lation egual te the population of Canads,
enjoying greater advaniages or enjoying
the blessings of greater wealth, greater
prosperity or greater progress. That is the
position we occupy. As to foreign aggres-
sion, every person kmows that not a foreign
foot can touch the soil of Canada, no finger
fromn any foreign power can be placed upon
a Canadian without we have, as I have al-
ready shown you, in the magrificent refer-
ence to it by the hon. Secretary of State for
the Colonies, Mr. Chamberlain, in which he
said, surrounded by the right hon. Prime
Mipister and the other premiers, that the
great army and the wuarvivalled navies of
England were not for aggression, but that
they were evidence to the outlying portions
of this great empire of their complete se-
curity and complete immunity from foreign
aggression. Will you show me any people
in any couniry in the world that enjoy these
advantages on the terms that Canada en-
joys them, with tbe most absoiute, the
most perfect, as the right hon. gentleman
has stated, the most complete independence,
enjoying everytbhicg that complete inde-
pendence can give us and standing to-day
as part of the British Empire. We have the
fact that we are part of that great empire,
under whose gegis all our rights and liber-
ties are secured from foreign aggression.
What is the position of any other country
in the world compared with that of Can-
ada ? Countries, with the comparative re-
sources and popuistion of Carada, are
borne down with heavy, onerous, oppressive
taxation to sustain an army and 2 navy te
protect them against foreign aggression.
Under these circumstances where Is the
mantobefonndwhowmgaythatcan

ada, in this hom' of her great pmsperity,
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will shrink for one sitigle moment from the
duty imposed by the grandeur of our posi-
tion, the strength of our position, will
shrink for a single moment from stand-
ing by in the hour of her necessity that
great empire, that great country, that gives
us all this and sabsolutely for nothing.
That great navy which is equal to the
combined navies of the two other greatest
maritime powers of the world; that great
navy, as Mr. Chamberlain has shown, is al-
ways ready to come with speed across the
Atlantic to the rescue of Canada, yet
we are not called upon to contribute
one dollar either to the army or the
navy of Englapd? This is the heour
of England’s need as every one inust
know svho has. witnessed the fearful
cost of Lleod and treasure which England
has been put to in the struggle in South
Africa. Wlhere is there a man to be found
in Canada, who under these circumstances.
would ask, that an additional penny be
charged against the people of the British
Isles for the maintenance of the forces sent
by the Canadian government to ald the
mother country in her necessity. When
certain gentlemen speak of taxation with-
out representation, do they know what they

are talking about?
Mr. WALLACE. No they do not.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. My hon.
friend says they do not, and the people
of Carada will agree that they do not. Do
they know what they are talking about
when they speak of taxation without repre-
sentation ? If the Parliament of Great Bri-
tain were To impose a single dollar of taxa-
tion upon the people of Canada for the sup-
port of the great mavy which gives security
to our commerce, that would be taxation
without representation; but to teli me that
the free parliament of Canada cannot vote
the money of this country to help in her
hour of need the great empire of which we
are proud to form a part, is to tell me that
which every person knows to be at vari-
ance with the facts.

And what about the constitutional ques-
tion ? We may be told that parliament did
‘not vote the momey. 'True. But under
the constitution of England as in the con-

stitution of Canada, what utter folly and

absurdity it is to talk about violation of
the constitution because parliament was
not assembled to vote the money expended.
We have the same sysiem as the British
parlisament, namely : That while you must
have the voie of parliament for the expen-
diture of all public moneys, there is the
great exception, that whenever an unfore-
seen emergency arises, whenever the gov-
ernment feel they would be justified in
taking the public money, leaving it to pax-
liament to endorse their actions afterwards,
- they have the same power as in England to

‘Sir CHARLES TUPPER.

take that money in order to meet that
emergency. To speak of this as a viola-
tion of the constitution is an absurdity.
Even if my right hon. friend had not the
resolution of the House of Commons and
of the Senate of Canada,—and under cir-
cumstances where delay might be irrepar-
able—he must have known what the publiec
sentiment was, and he knew he had a per-
fect right according to the British parlia-
mentary practice in force in Canada, to
take from the public treasury what money
was necessary to meet the unexpecied con-
ditions that had arisen, and to ask parlia-
mment to sustain his action arterwards. Has
the Prime Minister any doubt as to what
the fate of the Bill will be, which he pro-
poses to introduce to indemmnify the gov-
ernment for this expenditure? He had
before him the overwhelming public senti-
ment of this country; he had before him
the determination of free Canadians to rise
superior to technical objections, he knew
their determination te pay whatever ex-
pense might be entailed in order to help the
mother country. The only doubt there can
be is as to whether he will go far enough
in his proposition to meet the views of the
people of Canada. In the speech from the
Throne, the Prime Minister has referred to
Lord Strathcona in fitting terms, but there
is a grave omission in that speech, for I
can say here, that there are 2,500 Canadians
who have done even more for the empire
than Lord Strathcona has done. No person
in this country has ever asked the govern-
ment to impress a man for service in South
Africa; no person has ever asked the gov-
ernment to take a member of the perma-
nent force or a mounted policeman and sen«i
him to the Transvaal against his will. All .
that the people have asked is, that the
government should avail of the services
volunteered of their own free will by the
gallant yeomanry of Canada and send
them for the honour and integrity of
the British Crown, and to do credit
te this great colony. I say, Sir, that
every man of those 2,500 Canadians who
has offered his life for the defence of the
British Empire, and for the honour and
glory of Canada, is making a greater sacri-
fice than even Lord Strathcona, great as
that gentleman’s sacrifice has been. 1 thank
the members of this House for the indulg-
ence they have extended to me. 1 belleve,
Sir, that this is one of the gravest questions
that has arisen in the history of Canada, 1
believe, Sir, that it is the gravest emer-
gency that has perhaps ever presented itsel?
to the British Empire, and for that reason
I have confined my remarks exciusively
to it, postponing the consideration of other
questions until the government is pleased
to submit their measures to the House. In
view of the fact that this great Dominion
is now enjoyipg unexampled progress and
prosperity, and remembering the remarks
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made by the First Minister at Sherbrooke,
I trust that the government will to the
fullest extent meet this great patriotic up-
heaval of public sentiment throughout the
Dominion of Canada, and legve nothing un-
done which will tend to reflect the highest
honour on Canada, as a part of the great
British Empire to which we are so proud to
belong.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier). Mr. Speaker, I am happy at the out-
set of this discussion to be able to jein with
the hon. gentleman (Sir Charles Tupper) in
congratulating the mover and seconder of
this address. My hon. friend who has
placed in your hands the motion now before
the House has been selected by the West
Riding of Ontario to take the place on the
floor of this House of the hon. gentleman
who, before you, Sir, discharged, and dis-
charged with much acceptance, the high
position of Speaker of the House of Com-
mons of Canada. My bon. friend has shown
that he is no unweorthy successor of that
hon. gentleman. The speech which he de-
livered was practical, lucid, to the point,
and without any undue waste of words, a
quality which, I am sure, ought to be duly
appreciated in this House. My hon. friend
who seconded the motion had been pre-
ceded in this House by the reputation
of two hon. members, his close rela-
tives, who, before bhim, represented the
riding of Chambly and Verchéres. Such
is the fleeting motion of time in this
feverish age that perhaps there are but
few members of this House who remem-
ber the late Mr. Felix Geoffrior in his early
days, before he had been stricken down with
the dread disease from which he never fully
recovered ; but those who remember him
will gladiy testify that in his brighter days
he was one of the brightest ornaments of
this House. As to his successor in the re-
presentation of c¢he riding, the late Mr.
Alphonse Geoffrion, I am sure his memory
is and will ever be held green in the hearts
of those who came in contact with him.
His great ability, his genial qualities, his
kindness of heart, were such a8 will never
be forgotten by any who had the privilege
of his acquaintance and still less of his
friendship. My hon. friend has shown him-
self a true scion of that gifted family, and
will continue in this House the {raditions
left by the two gentlemen whos2 nsme he
has the honour to bear.

May I be permitted also to cifer my con-
gratulations to the hon. leader ¢f the op-
position. I have been anticipated in this
very pleasant duty by my hon. friend from
Chambly and Verchérés. My hon. friend,
with the acceptance of this side of the House,
and I am sure with the etill greater ac-
ceptance of the other side, congratulated the
. House in general, and my hon. friend In
particular, upon the fact that we see him at
the opening of this sesion, etill hale, hearty

and vigorons ; and we all appreciate the
great efforts he is making for his party, and
in his own opinicn, for his country at his
time of life. Long may he enjoy a green old
age; and, if I am to speak still more in-
timately, for myself and for those for whom
perhaps, I may claim the privilege to speak,
ilong may he continue to adorn the seat he
now c¢ccupies and from which he may still
thunder forth his denunciations ¢f the gov-
ernment. May I likewise be permitted to
offer him another compliment, if he will
accept it from me ? May I be permitted to
offer him the congratulations of this side
of the House at ieast, upon the happy and
novel feature which he has introduced in
his speech to-day. If it were not out of place
and if I might be critical without offence,
perhaps I might be pardoned for saying
that my hon. friend bas never particuiarly
cultivated the art of condensation. He has
aiways relied more for effect upon reitera-
tion and emphasis than upon concentration.
Last year, upon a similar occasion, though
the subjects we had to deal with, were not
of the same charscter of importance as the
subject we have to deal with at this time,
my hon. friend occupied very neariy five
hours of the time of the House to tell his
thoughts to his fellow-members. Upon this
occasion my hon. friend would have got
through within two hours had it not been
for the insistance of his friends beside and
behind him ; but om their insistance he
took three hours, in spite of this. I con-
gratulate him upon the goocd example he
has given te his followers; and, if his
followers profit by that example, we may
perhaps hope to conclude the session in
some reasonable space of time.

My hon. friend has consecrated the whole
of his speech to the question of our policy
and our conduct in regard to the war in
Africa. 1 quite approve of the conduct of
my hon. friend in this particular. Certainly
there never was before the Canadian par-
liament a more important question. It is
important in itself, important in its in-
cidents, important in its caunses, important
in its possible consequences. I would have
preferred if my hon. friend@ had approached
the question in a more judicial and calmer
spirit than he has dore. My hon. friend has
been in turn severe and somewhat patron-
izing. He has approved and he has blamed
our course. I am not indifferent, I may be
pardoned for saying, to the kind things he
has sald of us—of me in particular; but
I can afford to lay them aside to come
rather to the severe things which he has
said of myself and the government in
general. If I may now analyse the eriticisms
which have been cffered by my bon. friend
on this occasion upon the policy followed by
the gevermment, they can be summed up
under two heads. He approved of what we
did, but he found fault with the manmner in
which we didit. He approved of our policy
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and our action, but he found fauit with us j not unknown in this country. It had been

for two particular circuinstances. He found | known for a great many years. 1t had

fault with us because, as he said, we were
net prompt enough in acting—we were too |
slow ; and he found fault with us beecause |
we had not done enough—we should:
have done more. Let me now examine the
criticisms of my hon. friend. As to the!
first, my hon. frierd says that we have,
been very slow in actmg—-that we did right |
in the end. but that it took us a long time | :
to do our duty. Sir, we were slow to move |
—this is the charge which my hon. friend !
brings against us. I do not see that anv
man can properly find fault with us for hav- ;
ing reflected and weighed before we came
to a conclusion. It was due to the country
at large, whose interests were entrusted to
our hands, that we should not move hastily.
but only after due consideration. Simply
by showing the facts as they are, it will be
easy for me. I am boastful enough to say.
to show that there is absolutely nothing in
the charge of the hon. gentleman. I take
the essence of the charge as he [aid it before
the House, and what was it ? The charge
which the hon. gentleman brought against
us was that we had not moved until public
opinion had spoken its will in nc uncertain
tones. Did the hon. gentleman expect that
we shonld do anvthing else ? Will the hon.
centleman tell us, when we had no par-
liamentary appropriation, that it would
have been in order or permissible for us
constitntionally to take money from the
public treasury and lead the country into
military expenditure unless we had behind
us the strong verdict of public opinion. But
Sir, that is the contention of my hon. friend,
and he only shows how incongraous are
his ideas of responsible government; this
is' a responsible government. This is a
constitutionally governed . country; this is
a government of the people for the people.
We have no power here but the power
which is vested in us by the people. We
have no authority but the authority which
is vested in us by the people. Wehave no
mission but the mission confided to us by
the people. And the hon. gentieman knows
very well that there is only one way, under
constitutional government, by which the
people can speak, and that is by the voice
of their representatives in parliament as-
sembled. There is this difference be-
tween the Australian colonies and the Can-
adian parliament., that in the moenth of
September and October, when the war broke
out, the Australian colonies had their legis-
latures in session and could act immediate-
ly. But the parliament of Canada was
not in sessiom. It had been In session a
few moenths before, ard had made no ap-
propriation for the event of war, although
at the time a war was contemplated and
xnown to bDe possible. There is this to be
remembered, that the unfortonate condition
of things which existed in South Africa was

{ During

i solution of sympathy

Sir WILFRID LAURIER.

reached the acute stage, and we knew it,
and it engaged the attention of this House.
last session parliament took the
matter under consideration and voted a re-
for the Outlanders

rand expressed the hope tuat their griev-

ances would be remedied, but parliament
never made an appropriation for the carry-
{ing on the war, supposing a war were to
take place. The thing was pending, it
fwas mentioned across the floor, but no ap-
propriation was ever made; and 1 repeat
that unless we had a strong mandate be-
hind us of public opinien, it would have
been criminal in us to plunge our hands
into the public treasury, however worthy
the motive might bave been.

When the conduct of the people of the
Transvaal made it clear that they were
seeking war, and when the ultimatum of
President Kruger aroused a storin of in-
dignation all over British-speaking couin-
tries, from that moment not one hour was
lost, and in three weeks from that day our
volunteers were on the ocean. Sir, the
hon. gentleman has held it a crime in us
that before taking such an important de-
parture in our colonial history, or, as 1
should say, in our national history, we
should have thought and reflected and pon-
dered as to what was tec be done. But the
reptile press of this country which sup-
ports hon. gentiemen opposite, that reptile
press which has done so much reptile work
in this connection, endeavoured to sow the
seeds of discord, endeavoured to impugn our
motives and attributed our delay to motives
which are too low to be mentioned here. I
tell the hon. gentleman that one of the things
which made us ponder and reflect ss to
what should be our course in this matter
is the very opinions held by himself, and
more than once, 2s to the advisability of
the colonies taking part in a war of the
motheriand. He repeated this afternoon
the words I spoke in England two years
ago, when I sald that Canada was 8 nation
perfectly independent, that the lien of the
empire over us did not weigh the weight
of one feather, but that we were just as in-
dependent to-day, under the suzerainty of
England, as we could be if absolutely in-
dependent. And 1 said likewise that if
England at any time were engaged in
struggle for life and death, the moment the
bugle was sounded or the fire was lit on the
hills, the colonies would rush to the aid@ of
the mother country. When I said this, I
did not speak only my own mind or the
mirnd of my hon. friend, but the mind of
every CUanadian. There are no two opin-
fons upon that point. But while every
Canadian admits that he would be ready
to contribtue ocur treasure and our blood,
and the resources of Canada st the disposat
of this country, for the rescae of England,



65

[FEBRUARY 5, 1900]

66

were she engaged in a life and death strug-
gle, there are many Canadians who are not
ready to take part in the secondary wars
of Eungland or to contribute to the defence
of the empire in any part of it. Amongst
the men who have taken that view, amongst
those who have stated, time and time again,
that it would not be fit for Canada to take
part in the secondary wars of England or
to contribute to the defence of the empire
at large, one of the most, if not the most
eminent, is my hon. friend who leads the
opposition. My hon. friend has spoken
more than once upon this subject. He has
written upon this subject. He has not
been content to wait to discuss this ques-
tion until it arose, but wesnt to the trouble
of writing to the press and tne higher
magazines in order to educate public opin-
ion and to show what should be the true
position of Canada in this respect.

In an article published in the Nineteenilh
Centuiry, QOctober, 1892, under the title
‘ Federating the Empire,” my hon. friend,
under his own name, discussed this very
question we are now discussing, and thus
spoke of it:

And now comes the next question, that of de-
fence. No omne can fzil to see how advanitageous
it would be for England to appear before the
world with the knowledge, on the part of every
foreign couniry, inat she was not standing alone,
but acting with the united influence and sup-
port of these great British dominions which, at
no distant day, will have & popuiation larger
than that of Great Britain. The moral weight
and the prestige thus given would be consider-
able, but the means of conceriing united acticn
for the defence between those outlying portions
of the empire and the government of the day
here would be the most effective and practical
methed by which they could aid and support
each other.

Many persons, I am aware, both in the colo-
nies and here, have looked upon the question of
the defence of the empire as best promoted and
secured by a direct contribution to the support
of the ermy ard navy of this country. That I
regard as a very mistaken opinicn, sud I bslieve
that there is a much more effective means of
promoting the object in view. In my opirnion,
po contribution to the army and navy of EKng-
land on the part of Cansda would bave con-
tributed to the defence of the empire in a great-
er degrece than the mode in which tke public
meney in Canada has been expended for that
PUMpose. We have eoxpended, in addition to
an enormous grant of land, over a miliion
pounds ateriing per annum, from the first hour
that w2 became & united@ country down to the
present dsy, in comstructing a great Imperial
kighway across Canada from ocean te ocean, not
only furnighing the means for the expamsion of
trade and the development of Canada, buf pro-
viding the means of inter-communication at all
sessons between the different paris of the coun-
try. Leouis Riel and a mere handful of half-
breeds were able to torrorite the whole of the
North-west of Capads in 1870 for half & year,
until the arrival of Lord Wolseley, who oc-
cupied three monthz in reaching that place after
the epring opened. Lord Woiseley could now
perform the same joureey withén two days. On
tke last oceasion in wkich a risimg cccurred, in
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1885, but ninety miles of the Canadian Pacific
Railway remsained incomplete. In twenty-four
hours 4,000 men had voluntesred from every
part of Canads to go at once to the North-west,
and the disturbance was quelled without call-
ing upen this countiry for the slightest assist-
ance. We have, therefore, not only provided
the means of inter-communication, the means of
carrying on our trade and business, but have also
established a great Imperial highway which Eng-
fand might to-morrow find almost essential for
the maintenance of her power in the east. Not
only has Canada furnished a highway across the
continent, but it bas brought Yokohama three
weeks nearer to London than it is by the Suez
Canal. I give that as an.illustration that there
are other means which, in my judgment, may
contribute much more to the increased strength
snd the greatness of the empire than any con-
tribution that could be levied upon any of the
colonies.

That was not all. In 1843, my hon. friend
published a letter in the Toronto 3Mail,
addressed to Mr. Casimir Dixon, Secretary
in Canadas of the Imperial Federation
League. That letter was as follows :—

Victoria Chambers, 17 Victoria St.,
London, S.W., January, 1893.

To Casimir Dickson, Esq.:

My dear Sir,—Tha pressure of important ques-
tions which I could not defer has prevented me
dealing earlier with your letter of November last.
When you remember that the Council of the
imperial Federation I.oague embraces many
strong free traders, you will see how impossible
it must be at once to obtanin unanimity in a pro-
posal for preferemtial duties within the empire,
and bow importent it was to obtain from gall
the committee what is contained in sections
36-37 of the report. The policy of the United
Empire Trade League, which bas received the
support of the House of Commons, and of your
branch, is making very steady and greet progress
in this country, and wili, I believe, be adopted at
no distant day. It is impossible to effect sugh
a revolution in public opinion ir this conserva-
tive country without much time and patience.
Knowing, as I do, that the most active mem-
bers of the Imperial Federation League wers
mainly Intent on levying a large contributien
on tha revenues of the colonies for the support
of the army and navy of Great Britain, I am
delighted to have been able, almost single-
handed, to obtair such 2 report from suck a
committee. Unfortunately, they captured Mr.
Parkin, arnd, bhavirg used bim here, are pow
using bim in Canada to create the false impres-
sion that we do nothing to maintain the defence
of the empire, instead of showing, as be truth-
fully could, that we have entitled ourselves to
the gratitude of every msn who bas the interest
of the empire at hesrt.

Yours faithfuilly,
CHARLES TUPPER.

Ap bon. MEMBER. Hear, hear.
Some hon. MEMBERS. Read some mere.

The PRIME MINISTER. I shall be very
glad to gratify hon. gentlemer who want
more of that kind of literature. There
was & meeting here, about tweo years ago,
of the British Empire League. Sir Cbharles
Tapper is reported to have spoken as
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follows at that meeting. I fead from the
Mail of March 11, 1898 . —

‘ Before sitting down,” said Sir Charles, ‘1
must take excepticn t0 some statements which
the chairman bas put before the meeting. No
person will go further than I will in joining
with every man and every class in this country
in adopting such a policy as will unite the com-
ponent parts of the British Empire, but I do
not think it is wise, or in the interest of the
object we all have in view, to present as you
have presented to-day, the attitude of Canada
as the utterly humiliating attitude of not doing
her duty in shewing that she is prepared to
shoulder her responsibilities and her cbligations
in reference to this matter. i am very sorry
that on this occasion you have referred to Sir
Michael Hicks-Beach’s speech.

‘I say that the menace contained in that
speech on a recent occasion of Sir Michae! Hicks-
Beach is not only grossly unjust to Canada, but
is not calculated to promote the object we havo
in view. The question has been fought out
and discussed very fully before the British pub-
le. A very insignificant section of the Im-
perial Federation League, as you know, headed
by Sir John Colomb, and a young man whe was
acting as secretary, broke up the Imperial Fede-
ration League on this very question. They did
80 on a demand that the British colonies shouid
either censent to coatribute substantial support
to the Imperial navy, or should leave. That
position was met by cother g8ntlemen and myseif,
who did not believe they had any warrant for
adopting such a policy. At present we only
want 30 cents a head on defence, which is a
very small amount, less than a man peys for
an evening newspaper.

‘ What are the facts ? In 1865 a delegation
of Canadian statesmen went to England, consist-
ing of Mr. George Brown, Sir Jehn A. Macdonald,
Sir George E. Cartier and Sir Alexander Gait.
These z2ntlemen went from Canada to arrange
with the Imperial government the messure of
cur mutual contribution for Imperial service,
and the Imperial government on that oeccasion
reduced the matter tc¢ writing. Although the
dgespatch was held to be confidential, it has been
long known tc the weorld. It was that i{f Can-
ada would agree to spend a miliion doliars per
annum on her militia, England was prepared,
withh all the power of her empire, to maintain
the interest and the security of Canada on every
oceasiocn. That which was reduced to writing
has been done. Canada net only has lived up
to the obligations assigned to her, but has done
vastly more. (Loud applause.) In addition to
providing a militia force, she has built the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway without a doliar of contri-
bution from Imperial funds. (Applausze.) And
what does Mr. Chamberiain teli you ? He
teils you that the construction of that great
inter-oceanic highway, by which England is able
tc man her fleets in the Pacific, has enormously
increased the importance of the mother country,
and has conferred an Inestimable boonr upon her.
{Applause.) .

Now, Sir, these are commentaries of th
hon. gentleman himself upon the proposi-
tion he had laid down {n the magsazine
article I have just read that Canada had
fully discharged her duty to the empire by
what she had done in building the Cana-
dian Pacific Raillway and the Intercocionial
Railweay, and by providing for defence. My
hon. friend has changed his mind—

Sir WILFRID LAURIER.

t

Some hon. MEMBERS. No, no.

The PRIME MINISTER. It is of little
use to argue with gentlemen who say ‘no’
after hearing the opinions I have just
read. He said that Canada bad discharged
fully the duties she owed to the empire.
If my hon. friend has changed his mind, I
have no fault to find with him. If he
thinks that, in 1889 Canada was in position
to do what she could not do before. I have
no fault to find. We hear much of the
growing wealth of Canada and her in-
creasing strength. and that consequently
she could act more effectively than she has
done in the past. not only in the way of
railway expenditure butin the matter of
military equipment. Again I say, I have no
fault to find with my hon. friend. But he
should not be so severe on others. he should
remember that not every man ean turn a
corner as sharply as he ean. My hon.
friend changed his mind and his course of
action, and on the 4th of October sent me
tlie following telegram :

If war is declared I hope vou will send a Cana-
dian contingent of volunteers to aid England in
the Transvaal. I kpow it will be warmly wel-
comed by the British government, and be of
great service tc Canada in promoting the unity
cf the empire. A friend of mine will insure
their lives and limbs at his own expense to a
million dollars. I will heartily support in par-
liament your action in this matter,

Sir, this was & new departure in the policy
of my hon. friend; but great as is his posi-
tion in this country, he is only one out of
five or six million people; great as is his
place in this country, valuable as is his
opinion, I would not bhe willing to base my
own opinion uponr his alopne. I attached
considerable importance to the' views for-
mnerly held by him on this subject. But I
am free to say that whilst I cahnot admit
that Canada should take part in all the
wars of Great Britain, neither am I pre-
pared te say that she should neot take part
in any war at all. I am prepared to lcok
upon each case upon iis merits as it arises ;
and@ when I considered the object for which
Great Britzin was fighting, when I remem-
bered that the primary cause of the war
was the refusal by the government of the
Transvaal to the Uitianders of those pri-
vileges of equal rights which we enjoy In
this country, when I saw the enthusiasm
mapifested by the people in ail paris of
Canada, then and there I made up my
mind, we decided to send a contingent,
and it was sent immediately.

My hon. friend has recalled the opinion
which I expressed in the Globe, and after
reading that opinion he triumphantly and
exultently exclaimed that the government

‘had been strongly condemned for that opin-

ion. Now, I will try the logical powers of
my hon. friend on this question. During all

the summer the problem of war and peace
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was trembling in the balance of fate. Many
were the hopes that peace would prevail,
and many were the fears that war would
ensue. - During all this time offers were
reaching the War Office of aid from all the
colonies, asking for the privilege to serve
the Queen in the war which was impending.
Just about the date that my opinion ap-
peared in the Globe, the Colonial Office
issued a circular, not te Canada alone, but to
ali the colonies, stating the conditions under
which aid would be g&ccepted from the
colonialis. The despatch which I referred to
is dated on CQctober 3, and 1is ad-
dresed to Canads, to New South Wales, to
South Australia, in fact to all the Australian
colonies. That despatch reads as follows —

Secretary of State for War and Commander-
in-Chief desire to express high appreciation of
signal exhibition of patriotic spirit of people
of Canada shown by offers to serve in South
Africa, and to furnish following information to
assist organization of force offered intoc units
suitable for military requirements. Firstly,
units should consist of about 125 men; secondly,
may be infantry, mounted infantry or cavalry:
in view of numbers already availabie, infantry
moest, cavalry least serviceable ; thirdiy, all
shouid be armed with -303 rifles or carbimnes,
which can be suppiied by the Imperial govern-
ment if necessary; fourthly, all must previde
own egquipment, and mounted troops own horses;
fifthly, not more than one captain and three
subalterns each unit. Whole force may be com-
manded by officer not higher than major. In
considering numbers which can be employed,
Secretary of State for War guided by nature cf
offers, by desire that each colony should be fairly
represented, and limits necessary if force is to
be fully utilized by available staff as integral
portion of Imperial forces; would gladly accept
four units. Conditions as follows: Troops to
be disembarked at port of landing, South Africa,
fully equipped at cost of colonial government or
volunteers. From date of dizembarkation Im-
perial government will provide pay at Imperial
rates, supplies and ammunition, and will defray
expenses of transport back to Canada, and pay
wound pensions and compassionate allowances at
Imperial rates. Troops to embark not later than
October 31, proceeding direct to Cape Town for
orders. Inform accordingly all who have offered
to raise wvolunteers.

Now, Sir, when this despatch reached
Canada, His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral was absent fn New York. I bad an
engagement that took me to Chicago, I
came back from Chicago on the 12th, we
took up the guestion that very day, and
two days afterwards we Isued ar order
offering our first contingent. Now, why did
we do that? Truoe, the action which we
tock was contrary to the opinien which I
had given in the Glode that we had no
appropriation and ought not to move without
the sanction of pariiament. We did not
call pariiament first of all for this reason :
The cost of the contingent propesed at that
time was so limited that to call parliament
ip special session would have beemr more
- expensive than the cost of the cortingent
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Morecver, public opinion was then speaking
in such energetic tones that there was no
misunderstanding it, and we feit warranted
in undertaking the expenditure, relying
upon parliament to indemnify the govern-
nmient and to sanction our illegal action in
that respect. This was on October
14, and on October 39 our contia-
gent sailed from Quebec. Certainly, to
those who were present it was a most im-
pressive scene, it was a most impressive
mement—that moment when, from the walis
of old Quebec, the scene of the last great
confiict between the two races in the last
century, the two races now happily recon-
ciled, Canada bade farewell to those men
who were going to fight for those principles
which applied here, made them the happy
citizens of a free and united country.

The bon. gentleman has referred to what
I said of the Militia Act. I am still of the
cpinion that we could not have acted under
the Militda Act. We did not apply the
Militia Act, we were not bound to apply it,
because, under the terms of the despsteh
which I have just read, we could not apply
it to our volunteers. The moment they
landed in South Africa they became British
soldiers, they did not go as part of the Can-
adian militia, but they went 28 full Britis>
soldiers, with the fail quality of Tommy
Atkins.

Now, Sir, the hon. gentleman having taken
up this position, has blamed me somewhat
in his speech this afterncorr for having
been, as he said, ratherlukewarm—I do not
exactly remember the word ke used &t this
moment, but it conveyed the impresion that
I had been lukewarm in regard to the war,
that I had not been erthusiastic. Sir, I have
no hegitation in admitting that I was not
enthusiastic for that war, or for any war.
I have no sympathy for that mad, noisy,
dull-witted and sbort-sighted throng who
ciamour for war, who shouted ‘On to Pre-
toria,” whe complacently prophesied that
General Bulier would eat his Christmas
dinner in the capital of the Transvasal. War
is the greatest calamity that can befall any
nation, and if ever there was a calamitous
war it is this one. The uncertainties of
war must always make men shudder who
take the respomnsibilities of entering into it.
Sir, I have no hesitation in admitting that
I entertpined & strong hope that the old
historic associations which, in the 16th and
17th centuries, bound together in Europe
the Dutch race and the English race, would
prove sufficlently powerful to keep the
peace ; I strongly hoped that the Dutch and
English races which have done 8o much for
clvilization and for freedom, would be able
to patch up their differences in Africa, and
so continue the work of clvilization and
freedom in that continent. I deprecated the
war beczuse I have long been of the opin-
ion, ag a result of the thought I have been
able to give to the problems whick now
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face the British government in Africa, that
the only solution of those problems is a
confederation of the Dutch States and the
English States, after the pattern o¢f our
Canadian confederation. I was of the
opinion that if, unfortunately, war were tc
break gut, as it has broken out, that grand
scheme would inevitably be postponed, and,
perhaps, it might be for ever killed. That
was the reasonr why I was not enthusiastic
for the war ; that was the reason I did not
move as hastily as my hon. friend would
have me do. But the moment it appeared
to me that the people of the Transvasal
would not grant the equal rights which
British people fn that couniry had a right
to expect, then, 8ir, I feit no loager any
besitation, my mind was made up, because
1 saw there was nothing else to do but to
prosecute the war to the bitter end.

Sir, the hon. gentleman has attempted
to be very severe upon us to-day, but,
he has forgotten, or passed over lightly,
the only weak point as to which
ocur position is weak. From the con-
stitutional point of view our position is
weak, from the constituticnal point of view
our position might be absclutely indefen-
gible. In fact, there is no defence for it.
We sre without the law ; our only justifica-
ticon is what I ssld a moment sgo that we
knew, that, in acting as we did against the
provision of constitutional government, we
were simply carrying out what was the de-
sire and the wiii of the Canadian people.
Had it not been for that, had it not been
that we had with us the whole of the Cana-
dian people, without the distinction of race
or creed, had it not been that we had with
us the great majority of our fellow-country-
men, our action would have been simply in-
defensible, but we relied on the fact that we
well knew, from 8il the evidence we had,
from the evidence of the acticn of my hon.
friend himself, from the evidence of the
press, of public meetings, from all the
modes by which public opinion can express
itself, we well knew that in acting as we
did we were simply carrying out the will
of the Canadian people. In passing the
Order in Council which we did we put a
restriction upon it. The hon. gentleman has

found fault with it, and it is just as well
- that the matter should be threshed out here
and now. When we decided to send the
first contingent to South Africa we pased
the following Order 1n Council :—

The Commitiee of the Privy Council have had
under consideration a despaich, dated October 3,
1899, from the Right Hor. Mr. Chemberialn.

- The Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Launier, to wvhom
the ssid despatch was referrad, ohserves that
the Colonial Secretary, in enswer to the offers
- which bave been sent to him from é&ifferent paris
- of Capada eoxpreasing the willingness and
aaxiety of Canadiam to serve Her Majesty's
government in the war which for 2 long time
“han been threateninmg with the Tramsvesl Re-
public, end which, unfortunstely, las actuaily
coinzrenced, enunciates the conditions under

Slr WILFRID LAURIER.

which such offers may be accepted by the Im-
perial authorities. Those® conditions may bde
practically summed up Iin the statement that
a certain number of volunieers, by units of 125
men, with a few officers, wiil be accepted to
serve in the British army noew operating in
South Africz, the moment they reach the coast,
proviGed the expenses of their equipment and
transportation to South Africa are defrayed,
either by themselves or by the colenial gov-
ernment.

The Prime Minister, in view of the well known
desire of a great many Canadians who are ready
to take service under such conditions, is of opin-
ion that the moderate expenditure which would
thus be invoived for the equipmenrt and transpor-
tation of such volunteers may readily be under-
taken by the government of Canada without
summoning parliament, especially as such an
expenditure, under such circumstances, cannot
be regarded as a departure from the well-known
principies of constitutional government and colo-
nial practice, nor constried as a precedent for
future acticn.

I believe that these were wise words and
saving words, to say that this action should
not be & precedent for future action. It
could not be a precedent for future actiomn,
certainly from the colonial poinmt of view.

Mr. FOSTER. What is the number of
that ? :

The PRIME MINISTER. No. 93. But, I
will go further, and I will say that not only
from the Britisk constitutional point of
view it is not to be construed as a precedent,
but that even from the colonial point of
view it is mot to be construed as a prece-
dent. If the result of our action were to be,
that in any war of Great Britain, we were
to be comstrained to take a part, as upon
this precedent, I would strongly object.
What we have done we have done, as I
gaid at Sherbrooke, in the plenitude, in the
msajesty of our colonigl, legislative inde-
pendence. I claim for Canada this, that, in
future, Canada shail be at liberty to act or
not act, to Interfere or not interfere, to do
just as she pleases, and that she shall re-
serve to herself the right to Judge whether
or not there is cause for her to aci. In the
words of Rudyard Kipling I repeat:—

Daughter am I in my mother's house,
But mistresz in my own;

The gates are mine to open,

The gates are mine to close.

That is the position we have taken upon
this question. We are independent, as I
sald in London, absclutely independent, and
though we are ready, and though we hope
that condition shall never rizse, if that condi-
tion shall arise we shall act in regard to it
just as we have done upom this oceaslon,
consider, reflect, think, weigh, and if we
think that there is cause for interference
we shsli interfere. Now, Sir, the hon. gen-
tleman found fault with the hon. member
for Labelle (Mr. Bourassa), because the hon.
member for Labe!le did not see eye to eye
with us upoa this guestion, and the hon.
gentleman found great fault with me be-
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cause I had not offered any opposition to ! the payment of the troops is, that the gues-
the hon. member for Labelle. The hon. |tion has to be approached from a higher
member for Labelie and I agree upon thany ? than a purely Canadian ground. The rea-
questions ; we differ upon this one question, | son why we tock this course, I can tell my
but my hon. friend, the hon. leader of the ! hon. friend, is because of this very Imperial
Opposition, differs with the hon. member | ground of which he talks so much but of
for Labelle cn every question, this cne in- | which Le apparently understands so little.
cluded. If it was criminal, if it was impoli- | The following are the colonies which have
tic—I do not know how to qualify it—but 3 tendered their services to Great Britaip :
if it was criminal en my part not to offer | Queensiand, Victoria, The Malay States,
any opposition te the hon. member for La- i Lagos, New Scuth Wales, Hong Kong, New
belle, what language shall I find strong! Zealand, Western Australia, Tasmania,
enough to qualify the action of the hod.  South Australia and Canada. All these
leader of the opposition. I need not come  offers have not been accepted. The offer of
to the rescue of the hon. member for I.a-: Lagos has pot been accepted and the offer
belie ; he is quite able to take care of him- | of the Malay States has not been accept-
gelf even against so formidabie an opponent | ed ; in fact the offers of the Crown colonies

as the hon. leader of the cpposition.

The ipain point of my hon. friend’s at-
tack upon us is that we have not done
enough, that in this matter, in his opinion,
we bhave been remiss in our duty because
we should have preovided for the whole pay-
ment of our volunteers whilst they are in
Africa and not allow the British govern-
ment to pay one single cent. I must say
that I have been surprised at the mildness
of the criticism of my hon. friend upon this
subject. I had expected an amendment
upon this question. I have read the speeches
of my hon. friend—I cannot say that I have
read every one of the fifty-six speeches that
he delivered when he was in the West, but
I have read 2 good mary of them.

An hon. MEMBER. They are all alike.

The PRIME MINISTER. Well, then, 1
read them all, in that respect. But, [ know
that there was the same tone to every one
of them, and that the pledge was given to
the people that if, at the opening of the ses-
sion the government did not provide for the
payment of the volunteers while in South
Africa, the hon. gentleman would bring down
a resolution condemning the government
and stating the opinion of himself and his
friends that parliament should provide for
the payment of the troops while they are
-in Africa. My hen. friend has not been up
to his word in this matter ; he has not car-
ried out his pledge. He is & man of broken
pledges, not
pledges, but a man of broken pledges in this
matter. Whatever may be his motive I do
not know. Yes, I know ; the positicn he
has taken is absclutely untenable and I will
give to my hon. friend the reason why we
d wot propose to ask pariiament, as we
will not ask pariiament, to pay the volun-
teers while they are in Africa. It is not a
question of money ; having taken the posi-
tion which ye have taken, having declded to
come, if I may say 8o, to the rescue of Eng-
land, having declded to do our best to help
England fight her battles, 2 few dollars
more or less, would not count.

- The reason why we have not provided
and do not ask parllament to provide for

a government of broken !

‘have not been accepted and the only offers
}accepted are those of the self-governing
. colonies. It is notoricus that all these co-
:lonies do not occupy the same financial
| position, the financial position of some
being stronger than others, and the
! British government probably took that
iinto comnsideration. At all events the
British governinent laid down a rule which
wonld apply eqgually to all British colonies
wlhether their financial position was strong
or whether it was weak. They laid down
i the rule that no one colony should have
' more glory than another, that all should
Ibe upon an equal footing, and in the des-
i patch which came to us and which was
iissued to all the colonies, they determined
that the cclonies should be allowed to pro-
vide for the pay and equipment of the
troops up to the time they landed in Africa;
but that from that day they would become
incorporated with the British Army and be
paid by the Imperial authorities. The hon.
gentleman (Sir Charles Tupper) knows
very well that this is the rule laid down by
the Imperial authorities after due consider-
ation. New Zesaland passed a resolution on
the 28th of September which is summarized
in the Blue Book which has been brought
down as follows :(—

Resclution passed by a large mejority of
House of Representatives with great enthusiasm,
that offer to Imperial government for service in
Transvaal contingent Mounted Rifies; that In
| the event ¢f offer being accepted, my government
is empowered, after selection by commander
forces, to provide, equip, despatch forces. Two
full companies mounted, fully equipped, deliver-
ed direct wherever desired at- shert notice.
Trangport and pay defrayed by New Zealand,
Imperial government to provide supplies on
arrival.

Remark the words “ tragsport and pay
defrayed by New Zesland.” On the 3rd
Qctober the following despat<h was sen
from the Colonial Office :(— :

(Telegram.) o ,

Roferring to your telegram 22nd September,
Secretary of State for War and Commander-in-
Chlef highly appreciate signal oxkibition of pat-
rictic apirit of pecple of Queensiand, desire that
 mounted Infantry offered by colony bs crzanised
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in two companies, 125 men each, armed with ‘303
rifles or carbines, with their own horses, but
rifies or carbines can be supplied if necessary
by Imperial government. Not more than one
captain and three subalterns eack company.
Officer not higher than major may command
whole force. Troops to be disembarked at port
of landing South Africa, fully equipped at cost
of colonial government. From date of disem-
barkation force is tc be treated as integral por-
tion of Imperial forces. After that date Im-
perial government will provide pay at Imperial
rates, supplies and ammunition, and defray ex-
penses of transport back to colony, and pay
wound pensions and compassionate allowances
at Imperial! rates.

Now, Sir, that is not all. As scon as the
rules of the House permit I will lay eon the
Table another paper bearing directly upon
this subject. On the 2nd of October the
War Office issued to the Colonial Office the
following despatch :—

War Office, London, S.W.,
October 2, 1899.

Sir,—In view of the many offers of troops for
co-operation with Her Majesty’s forces in South
Africa which have been made, either officially
by colonial governments on bebalf of their
coicnies, or unofficially by officers and gentle-
men on behalf of bodies of men whom they
know to be willing to serve, the Secretary of
State for War will be obliged if the Secretary
of State for the Colonies will express to both
the government and the individuzals concerned
his gratification at the fact that such offers have
been made. The Secretary of State for War
and the Commander-in-Chief highly appreciate
this signal exhibition of the patriotic spirit by
which Her Majesty’s colonial subjects are sani-
mated.

Lord Lansdowne would also submit for trazns-
mission to the proper quarters such information
as may assist in the organization of the troops
thus offered into units suitable to the military
requiremants of the situation. Such require-
ments and the conditions necessary to fulfil them
can best be indicated in outline, leaving details
for further consideration and arrangement.

After giving details of organization and
arms, the despatch goes on to state :—

Conditicns of pay, pension, tramsport, &c.:

Whilst noting the generous offer by the gov-
ernment of New Zealand to furnish pay in addi-
tion to transport Lord Lansdowne is of opinion
that the same conditions should be applied in
the case of each colony, viz.: .

Every colonial force should be landed at the
port of debarcation in South Africa fuily equip-
ped at the cost of the colorial government or
other body furnishing the force.

The Imperial government to provide from that
date pay at Imperial rates, supplies and am-
munition and to defray the cost of transport
back to the celony when the services of the force
are no longer required. Wound pensions and
compassionate allowances (o be paid by the Im-
perial government at Imperial rates,

You see, Mr. Speaker, that these rales
were laid down by the War Office after
mature consideration, and they were not
at ail the result of accidentt My heon.
friend (Sir Charles Tupper) called my
attention, this afternoon to the despatch of

Sir WILFRID LAURIER.

the Colenial OCffice to Earl Ranfurley in

whicl: the offer is apparently accepted
without any qualification. It reads as
follows :—

Dowring Street, Nevember 10, 1899,

My Lord,—I have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your despatch of September 29
last, transmitting a resclution passed by the
House of Representatives respecting the offer of
a contingent of New Zealand Mounted Rifles for
service in South Africa, and reporting the ar-
rangements made for the composition and equip-
ment of the force.

The patrictic enthusiasm with which the gov-
ernment and people of New Zealand have taken
a share in the defence of Imperial interests in
South Africa has been raceived with warm and
sincere gratification by the government and peo-
rie of this country; and the promptitude of the
arrangemeants made for the despatch of the con-
tingent has been cordially recognized by the
military authorities.

I have, &c.,
J. CHAMBERLAIN.

When I read this despatch I thought that
after all perhaps there had been a subse-
quent arrangement, and with a view of
ascertaining that I wired to our High
Commissioner to ascertain the facts. My
hon. friend has read the telegram and the
answer to it, but it may bear repetition.
This is what 1 cabled to Lord Strathcona :

Ottawa, January 26, 1900.

In view of discussions upon subject here, 1 de-
sire to know definitely what is arrangement be-
tween British government and different Austra-
lasian colonies respecting pay of men serving on

colomial contingents after landing ir South
Africa. Are colonies paying in any cases ?
Give details.

Here is the answer of Lord Strathcona :

Liondon, January 30, 1%00.

Have communicated with Colonial Office re-
garding your cable 26th instant. Arrangement
with Australian colonies precisely same as with
Canada. In no casz are colonies paying their
centingents after landing South Africa. New
Zealand government offered provide pay for their
contingents, but Her Majesty’'s government were
of opinion that arrangement by which pay at
Imperial rates should be provided from Imperial
exchequer from date of disembarkation South
Africa should be applied all coloniai forces. See
Nos. 13 and 16, Parliamentary Papers, November
16, 1899. Coples sent Secretary of State, 15th
uitimo. ‘

Therefore you have the principle laid down
and determined by the Imperial author-
ities, and absolutely put outside the pale of
discussion. Why therefore should we dis-
cuss the question any more ? Why should
my hon. friend (Sir Charles Tupper) attempt
to create political capital—! can attri-
bute to him no other motive than that
—why should he attempt to make
political capital out of this? Why
does he imsist 8o much that we should
pay, if not for the advantage of being able
to say to the country, * Oh, the government
have no heart im this business; they do not
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want to pay.' Why, Sir, the matter hkas
- been settled by the Imperial government
themselves. Why do you want to force
yYour money on the Imperial government
when they do not want it. Instead of hav-
ing the majestic movement which you have
to-day, of uniferin action between Great
Britain and all her colonies, the hon. gen-
tlerran wants to have a balky team with
no two members pulling in unison. Is
there not more patriotism in observing the
conditions which the government of Great
Britain bas laid down, and which place the
simnallest of the self-governing colonies upon
a footing of equality with the largest and
the highest? But now, Sir, what shall
we do with our own men? They are in
the field as members of the Imperial Army.
They are soldiers of the Queen to all in-
tents and purposes. They are there just
like the Lancashire Fusiliers, like the High-
landers, like all the other troops now tight-
ing in South Africa—they are on a footing
of equality with all others. 'They are re-
ceiving Imperial pay, which we know is not
as high as Canadian pay. Take the case
of the members of the mounted police, who
have left their work on the prairies to
serve in South Africa at half the pay they
received as mounted police. It strikes me
as a thing that is not fair that these men
should pot receive the same compensation
that they had in the service of Canada.
But, 8ir, we cannot pay these men as we
would like to pay them in the field. My
hon. friend realizes that nothing would be
so destructive of the discipline of the army
if on pay-day the ordinary Tommy Atkins
were to receive one shilling a day and the
Canadian Tommy Atkins two shillings a
day. Every one realizes, the Imperial gov-
ernment realizes, that such a coundition of
things would be intolerable. We do not
propose to suggest that to the Imperial au-
thorities; but what we propose to do is to
ask parliament to provide a fund sufficient
to pay the men their full Canadian pay, but
to keep it in reserve, and in the meantime to
allow their families to draw from it sufii-
cient to keep them in comfoit. In this
way we will help our own soldiers who
want the money. But I do not think the
Imperial government is in need of money.
I think England can fight her own batties.
It is not the money nor the- soldiers that
England wants at this moment. But she
wants the strong moral support of
all the colonies, especiaily such colo-
nies as Canada, which has the advan-
tage of those equal rights for which she is
fighting in South Africa. The government
are aware that the pelicy which they have
proposed has received and will receive the
commendation of the great mass of the
people.  There are exceptions, 1 know.
There are men who will oppose our policy,
and who will oppose it from very different
motives. There are these who believe that

we have not done encugh. We have just
beard the chief exponent of that schiool.
There may be those who feel that we have
done teco much, or who feel that we should
have done nothing at all. On that ques<
tion we appeal to the broad naticnal con-
science of Canada. We appeal to those
who take pride in their imperialism; and
ask them to De mot more imperial than the
Imperial government of the Queen. To
those who believe in exclusive and restric-
tive autonomy we ask to rise superior to
mere colonial level. We ask all Canadians
te sink those miner differences in view of
the grandeur of the idea from which we
have received our inspiration.

The spectacle given to-day by England
and her colonies is unique in the history
of the world. 1t is unprecedented. The
causes of the war are likewise unprecedent-
ed. This war is not waged for conquest; it is
not waged for territory; itis not waged for
the subjugation of & proud people. The
causes of the war may be summed up in
a few broad, comprehensive lines. Dur-
ing the present century, especially during
the last sixty years, there have sprung cout
of the wilderness of South Africa into exis-
tence and into very great importance some
five or six states—I use the word ‘state’ in
its broader, generic significance—the Cape,
Natal, Rhodesia, the Orange Free State and
the Transvaal. Two races, the English
and Dutch, have founded those states, and
brought them to the condition in which
they are to-day. 'Three of them, the Cape,
Natal and Rhodesia, are British colonies.
In two of them the legislative power be-
longs to-the native Dutch population. 1In
ali of thew the two races are more or less
mixed and intermingled. In some of
them the British population has the ascen-
dency in point of numbers. In others the
ascendancy belongs to the Dutch popula-
tion. The question is, how is the domin-
ant power in every one of these states to
treat and deal with the popuiation of the
other ‘origin? How is Epgland to treat
and deal with the Duteh populaiion under
her domination? How are the Dutch popu-
lation to treat their English fellow-citizens?
This is the problem which, in one forin or .
another, has been exercising British states-
men and Dutch statesmen for a great many
years. So far as England is concerned,
she has solved the problem already. She
has solved it in her usual liberal, high-
minded, highly civilized method. Wher-
ever England has the sway, in the Cape, in
Natal, in Rbodesia, she has given tuv the -
Dutch population every right and  every
privilege which is the birth-right of her
own chiidren. Everything which she gives
to the English-speaking people she gives
the Dutch-speaking people. Everything
she retains from the Dutch-speaking people
she retains from the English-speaking peo-
ple as well. On the other hand, in the
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Transvaal the Dutch government has re-
fused to give to the English population those
same rights and privileges which are
willingly extended by Great Britain to the
Duteh population in her own cclonies. The
government of the Transvaal has done this
with the full and open assent of the Dutch

population there and in the Orange Free:
Indeed, rather than give to the|

State.
English population those equal rights which
England gives to the Duteh population
where she has the domination, the govern-
nment of the Transvaal has declared war;
and rather than give up those rights and
privileges of whicli she has been the champ-
ion all over the world. Englind has accept-
ed war.

destroys empires and nations, whose ways
are inscrutable, whose judginents are ever
righteous even though they bring disap-
pointment and bitterness. IFondly do we

Now, the issues are in the hands !
of that supreme power which builds up and !

hope and frevently do we pray that this!

inighty scourge of war may soon pass away,
that it may ead in a victory which, when

achieved, shall take away from the Duteh |
popuiation none of the rights which they !

have to-day, but which will compel them to
give to others the same treatment upon
which they have always insisted for them-
selves; which, when achieved. will probab-
Iy Dbring about a grand confederation of
those warring states, in which the rights,
the privileges, the sentiments, the tradi-
tions, nay, the prejudices, of all sections of

the popualtion will be respected. in which

there will be justice and freedom for all,
and absolute equality before the law. With
these grand ideals, these aspirations, these
purposes before them, tlie colonies of Great
Britain to-day stand behind her—not to give
her any assistance—she does not need that—
but to affirm to the world that the unity of
the British Empire is a real and living fact;
to affirm to the world that the unity of the
British Empire is based upon and derives its
strength from the most ample local auto-
nomy and the most unbounded respect for
the rights and privileges of all its subjects.
It i this which has inspired our policy, and
that policy we submit with confidence for
the approval of parliament.

Mr. FOSTER. Although, Mr. Speaker, not
aitogether in a2 complaining mood, I think I
have the right to call your attentiocn and the
attention of this House to the most unbusi-
nessglike position in which we are placed In
the diseussion of this answer to the ad-
dress. The right hon. gentleman, who leads
this government and this House, has bhad
access from the first to all papers in the
negotiations which have gone on and which
have culminated in the action which is being
traversed to-night in this discussion. The
right hon. gentlemsan knew very well that
this would be the main tople of discussion
upon the answer to the address. He knew
that he tock his opponents and the members

Sir WILFRID LAURIER.

of this House at a complete disadvantage,
when, having access te all that information
hiniself, he steadily kept it from every mem-
ber of this House, as well on his own side
as on this. And when, on Friday last, the
hon. member for Labelie (Mr. Bourassa)
arose——, If we cannot, Mr. Speaker, have
order, I will move the adjournment of the
House until hon. members opposite are én a
mood to listen. I do not care to speak
while gentlemen on the other side are con-
tinually getting up and down, and I think
it would be better for me to move the ad-
journment of the debate.

The PRIME MINISTER. I have no ob-
jection.

Motion agreed to, and debate adjourned.

MESSAGES FROM HIS EXCELLENCY-—
COLONIAL CONTINGENTS.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier) presented a Message frcm His Excel-
lenecy the Governor General,

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message as fol-
lows :(—

The Governor General transmits to the House
of Commons a copy of an approved Minute of
Council appointing the Hon. Sir Richard Cart-
wright, G.C.M.G., Minister of Trade and Com-
merce; the Hon. Sir Louis Henry Davies,
K.C.M.G., Minister of Marine and Fisheries; the
Hon. William Stesvens Fielding, Minister of Fi- -
nance, and the Hon. Joseph Israel Tarie, Minis-
ter of Public Works, to act with the Spesker of
the House of Commons, as commissioners for
the purposes and under the provisions of the
13th chapter of the Revised Statutes of Canada,
intituied: ““An Act respecting the Heouse of Com-
nons.

COLONIAL CONTINGENTS.

The PRIME MINISTER presented the
following Message from His Excellency the
Governor General.

AMr. SPEAKER
follows:

read the message as

The Governor General transmits toc the House
of Comrmons the correspondence relating to the
despatch of the colonial military contingents to
South Africa.

MINTO.

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid Lau-
rier) moved the adjournment of the House.

ADJOURNMENT-THE CLAYTON-BUL-
WER TREATY.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I am sdvised
that a London despatech just arrived says
that before the Imperial government con-
sented to the abrogation of the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty, the proposal was submitted
to the Domirion government, and the lafter
consented to giving the United States con-
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trol of bath shores of the American con-’
tinent. Is this statement well founded ?

The PRIME MINISTER. My hon. friend
is aware that I could not, without the con-:
sent of the Crown, give any information up-
on any such subject.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. 1 would like
to ask my right bon. friend to obtain that
information.

The PRIME MINISTER. I intend to ap-:
ply for it immediately.

Mr. FOSTER. I would ask if the papers
my hon. friend read are inciluded in these
that have been laid on the Table ?

[FEBRUARY 6, 1900]
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‘men and Japanese from voting at
%Dominion elections.  Under the Fran-

 chise Act as it now stands, all naturalized
. Chinamen and Japanese are entitled to so
! vote. The amendment proposes an ex-
. plicit prohibition against these people ex-

;encnsmg the federal franchise.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first

: time.

THE CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I would like
to ask my right hon. friend if he is in a
position to answer the question I put to

: him last night with regard to the Clayton-

! Bulwer treaty?

The PRIME MINISTER. Yes, that is the
Message I brought down a moment ago. ;

Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned
at 19.20 p.m. '

: Laurier).

The PRIME MINISTER Wilfrid

I am not.

(Sir

THE LEINSTER REGIMENT.

Mr. MceNEILIL., Before the Orders of

the Day are called, I should like to ask for

tsome information with reference to a mat-

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
February 6, 1900.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

TUESDAY,

Pravers.

ter of, as I think, great public urgency. I
see by the papers that the Leinster Regi-
ment. which is stationed at present at Hali-
fax. has been ordered for service in South
Africa. 1 should like to know from the
; government whether arrangements have
! been made to supply its place with a
Canadian militia regiment, so as to obvi-
ate the necessity of any further drafis or

i drain being made wupon the military re-

CERTIFICATE O ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to
inform the House that the Clerk of the
House has received from the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery, certificate of the elec- |
tion and return of John Meintosh, Esq.,!
for the electoral distriect of Sherbrooke.

MEMBER INTRODUCED.

John B>cintosh, Esqg., member for the elec-
toral district of Sherbrooke, by Sir Charles
Tupper and Mr. Pope.

REPORT.

The report of the Auditor General for the
year ending June 30, 1889—The Minister
of Finance (Mr. Fielding.)

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 4) to establish a Bankruptey
Court.—(Mr. Maclean.)

FRANCHISE ACT.

Mc McINNES mpved for leave to intro-
duce Bill (No. 5) to amend the Franchise
Act, 1888. He said: The object of
this amendment is to prevent China-

sources of the mother country at the pre-
sent moment. I may say, while referring
to that, that I believe there is also ar Im-
perial force of abeut a thousand men in
Bermuda which could be utilized at the
present time, if a Canadian regiment or a
certain number of veolunteers were sent
there to take their place. I do not sup-
pose that anything more effective could be
done at the present moment to assist the
mother country than to take steps of that
kind. I shall be very much obliged if my
right hon. friend could inform the House
and country whether anything of that kind

is in contemplation or has been done. '

The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier). I have to say to my hon. friend
(sar. McNeill) that, so far as I am person-
ally concerned I have had no intimation of
the regiment at Halifax having been order-
ed to the front. 1 shall have to inguire
from my hon. friend the Minister of Mil-
itia (Mr. Borden) whether he has more in-
formation than I have. I am not in a posi-
tion at present to give my hon. friend the
information he desires.

Mr. MeNEILL. I do not wish to tres-
pass upon the rules of the House or to
move a resclution, but I may just say to
my right hon. friend that this is a matter
which is mentioned in the public press, and
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it is onme to which I hope the government
will direct their attentieon at the earliest
. possible moment, because I see that the
Leinster Regiment is under orders to emi-
bark this month.

The PRIME MINISTER. What paper
is it in?

Mr. MceNEILL.
nal of last nizht.

I saw it in the Jowr-

The PRIME MINISTER. I will inquire.

Mr. McNEILL. I see the Minister of
Militia is now in his place—

Some Lon. MEMBERS. Order.

Mr. MceNEILL., You need not call order
about a thing of this kind. Surely we are
all agreed upon this matter, and it does not
matter if I take wup a moment or
two in reference to a question of this
magnitude. The Miunister of Militia is
in his place, and perhaps 1 may
be allowed to ask him whether his
attention has been called to the fact
that the Leinster Regiment is about to
be removed from Halifax to South Africa
for active service: and whether 1f
that be the fact, he will take steps to
place Caradians as a garrison in Halifax
in place of the Imperial troops which are
about to be moved, so as to obviate the
necessity of a militia regiment being sent
across the Atlantic from the mother country;
also, whether he will take into comsidera-
tion the advisability of offering a Cana-
dian regiment to take the place of the
regular troops which are at present in Ber-
muda, and who would then be set free to
assist in South Africa. My hon. friend,
I see, is smiling at that, but I do not think
that this is a matter for levity at all; I
think this is a very serious matter wwith
t'c;'hich we are face to face at the present

me.

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND DE-
FENCE (Mr. Borden). My hon. friend is
opening up a very wide subject, I think, one
- that can scarcely be discussed in the manner
in which the hon. gentleman has brought it
forward. It would require some notice and
some consideration. With reference to the
firgt question which he has put, I may say
that I have only the information he has,
that which is derived from the press. I
know nothing further with reference to the
withdrawal of the Leinster Regiment. As
to the other matters to which he has
referred, I should be very happy to give
them, as I have already done to some ex-
tent, careful consideration.

Mr. McNEILI,

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCY'S SPEECH.

The House resumed adjourned debate on
the proposed motion of Mr. Gould for an
address to His Excellency the Governor
General in reply to his speech at the open-
ing of the session.

MR. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, under happier
auspices I may venture to ask the attention
of the House for a very short time, I hLope,
whilst I make a few comments on the ad-
dress in reply to the speech from the
Throne. But before proceeding to the ques-
tion which took up so large a part of the
attention of the House yesterday, I have
some observations to offer on some of the
other clauses of the address. The hon. gen-
tieman (3Mr. Gould) who made Lis maiden
speech in this House in moving the resolu-
tions. said that he did not think that any
person had ever risen in the House of Com-
mons at a merve auspicicus period than he
himself did to move the reply to the ad-
dress. I have a fairly distinet recollection
that I made myself almost the same re-
mark when, in 1883, I had the honour of
performing that duty. I imagine it is a
feeling in which most movers of the
Address for the first time, indulge. L
must say, however, that outside the general
observations of that hon. gentleman, I have
one or two criticisms tp make provoked by
another statement of his, which was to the
effect that this great and abounding pros-
perity was due to the policy and to the ad-
ministration of the present government. [n
the first place he declared that it did not
require figures to prove prosperity at this
time ; but I notice that he did still have
some faith in the efficacy of figures, as he
gave to the House rather an abundant
quota of them.

Now, so far as the prosperity of this
counfiry is concerned, all my colleagues on
this side of the House join me in the pleas-
ing duty of congratulating the country on
its continued prosperity. When I use the
word ‘ continued,’ I use it because I think it
expresses a truth. I suppose that no sensibie
man on the other side of the House, in his
cool moments, however partisan he may be,
will attempt to argue that prosperity had
its beginning with the advent to power of
the present administration. I know that
this is a euphemistic way of putting the
matter in praise of the administration ; but
I always imagine that I see a smile lurking
somewhere on the countenance of the hon.
gentleman who uses it, and at the very time
that he is using it. Everybody with good
common sense and the average intelligence,
and, I suppose, all of us in his House may

lay eclaim to that, knows that there are

cycles in prosperity, that there are perigds
of lesser and greater progperity. I think
every one residing in Canada, who bhas paid
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any attention to the history of this country,
knows that, commencing about 1830, there
was a period of rather hard times, of com-
mercial depression, the world over, and that
these were due to causes not ipherent in
any government policy, or any government
administration. Every person knows also.
if he is fair to history, that the Doeminioa
of Canada from 1890 to 1895 passed through
that period of world-wide depression with,
I think, the least number of scars and the
least degree of trouble .and difficuity of
any large country in the civilized worid.
Evervbody of common sense and intelli-
gence knows that in 1895 the cycle of
depression begam to roll into a cycle
of improved Dbusiness, as shown by
every test which can be applied to it,
by the statistics of the country, by the
general business of the country, by the sta-
tistics gathered by this government, and the
officials of this government, and placed in
our Dlue-books. Whether this present ad-
ministration had come into power in 1896 or
pot, no seunsible man has any other idea
than that we would at this timne in Canada,
as all the rest of the world, have been en-
joying great and abounding prosperity.
We might as well be honest and fair with
ourselves. For my own part I congratulate
the government, I congratulate the opposi-
tion, I congratulate every citizen in Canada
upon the great and abounding prosperity
which has marked these last two or three
years in the history of Canada. I hope they
will long continue. I am quite willing to give
to the present administration any credit
that may be due to them for administrative
methods, either in maintaining a wise policy
already inaugurated, or in intreducing a
rewer and better lines, if they have done
so. But 1 am not at present in a position,
nor do I think we ought to be asked to
place ourselves in a position, to deny the
facts of history and to go against common
sense and common inteiligence.

No*e,y. Sir, we are in the midst of anr in-
creasing prosperity, as is shown by certain
gigux'es and certain statistics. I am glad of
it, as I said before. FProsperity is good for
th;s country, prosperity is not counfined to
this country, prosperity is general in all the
foremost countries of the world, whether
they are ruled by a Liberal or a Conserva-
tive administration, whether they have a
policy of free trade prevailing, as in Great
Britain, or a policy of a revenue tariff, or u
policy 0of extraordinarily high protection.

In every one of these countries, as we
may gather from thelr statisties to-day, they
are enjoying a period of more than ordin-
ary prosperity and progress. But, these
waves of prosperity are due to 2Zreater
causes and other causes than even *he bigh
and mighty ability and the wise admiais-
trative policy of the thirteen—no, of the
eighteen gentlemen. who, to-day. arve
supposed to be guiding the affairs of
the country. I do not imagine,

that!

at this particular period of our his-
tory, these eighteen gentlemen have
very much to do with the affairs of the
United States of America. Not many years
ago they thought they would have when
they came into power. A good many years
ago, in their pretensions, they believed that
ail that iwas necessary for certain things
was that they should occupy the seats of
power, and, bekold, the United States, in its
various tiscal and trvade affairs, would open
its arms, take Canada to its bosom, and, in
loving commercial and trade embrace they
would go on as a completely happy and
united family. Is there not a period of
great prosperity in the United States of
America ? Will the right hon. Prime Min-
ister listen for a moment to what is the
average tariff of the United States of Amer-
ica ¥ There is no pretense about that being
a free trade tariff, such as it Is in England,
or a revenue tariff ; that is an out and out
ultra protectionist tariff, averaging about 5!
per cent of the value of dutiable articles in-
troduced into that country, and yet, in the
whole period of the history of the United
States, you cannot point to two more pros-
perous years than 1828 and 1899. Is mnot
that suflicient, of itself, to prove the fallacy
and the foolishness of the attempts of the
hon. gentlemen opposite, te claim for their
policy and for their administration the
wave of prosperity that is passing over this
country as over the world. Well, Sir, they
also ask us to congratulate them on the gen-
eral volume of ithe revenue. lt is not many
years ago that we remember to have heard
this House ring with the proposition that
all revenue was simply a contribution from,
or an imposition uper the hard earnings of
the people of this couniry, and in so far as
its height and volume were contributed
through the two sources of internal
revenue and customs, it was taxation
and a burden, and as the right hon.
Prime Minister was fond of saying.
taxation is not a virtue and not a boou :
taxation is the opposite of that. They have
their volume of revenue which is seven and
a third millions imore, taken out of the
people of this country in taxation proper,
in inland revenue and customs, than what
was taken from this country in 18396. They
ask us to congratulate them on the increase,
and we have to congratulate them on add-
ing seven and a third millions to the taxa-
tion of the people of this country. My hon.
friend (Sir Richard Cartwright), that dis-
tinguished and gallant patriot, who in 1862,
took ocecasion to write over to the Econo-
mist and to have distribute@ everywhere
through Gg- "t Britain a brochure in which
he declared, amongst other things, that the
taxation which was being raised from this
country. $6.500,0600 less than it is to-day. was
bleeding the farmers and the pecple of this
country white. We congratulate my hon.
friend. though, now, I am sorry to say. he is
but an onlooker, so acknowledged by him-
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self, upon going so far back upon every
convictiop that he had formerly declared he
held, and as to this year of grace 1899,
taking seven and a third more miliions out
‘of the poor white plood that was lefr 1n the
farmers and the people of this country, and
terrible to tell, in this story of decadence
and deterioration, the hon. gentleman can-
not find time to sit down and indict an
article to the people of Great Britain, whom
he was s¢ anxious to enlighten then.
as to the extra bleeding process which
is taking place to-day in one of Her Ma-
jesty’s dominions. It has been said that
the exports and imports have increased. and
it is referred to Lere as being the volume
of exports. We have here no figures as to
the volume of exports; everything that is
stated by hon. gentlemen opposite is as
to the value of exports, not the volume.
When we coine to take up the financial as-
pect of the question, as we will Ilater, I
think we shall be prepared to show that
volumes and values are very different as
applied in different periods, to the imports
and exports of this country. Three years
ago we imported into tlis
than $10,060,000 worth of iron goods repre-

country Imore !

senting a certain volume ; should that same
volume, in the same way, be introduced into :

this country in the year 1849, the values of
that import would be, at least. double of
wihiat the values were in 1895, while the
volume would be eXactly the same.

Apply | ada.

and intensifying the cordial relations subsist-
ing between Canada and the mother country.

Dut these hon. gentlemen are not looking
for political effect. They do not want to
tie any of their little paper theories on to
this great and tremendous and ail absorb-
ing question of a urnited empire—the aid
of all the colonies and the fighting out of
the destinies of Great Britain on the plains
of the Transvaal. They are away above
a thing of that kind. 1 said, that I thought
it was a strange conjunction, but 1 can see
exactly how it happened to come in. Who-
ever drafted it bad in his mind the blund-
ers of the administration. Why have we
this partial preferential policy to-day? Be-
cause these hon. gentlemen never having
intended it were forced into it and had to
take it as the less of two evils. Does any-
body on the other side of the House pretend
to deny that ¥ I will quote from wy friend,
the * Onlooker’® of the administration, who
having leisure on his hands in that position,
will have his memory unbeclouded ard be
able to keep in touch with all these varying
phases of the policy of a varying adminis-
tration. When he introduced—no, not he.
He ought have dene it by right; but, when
the gentlemen by bkis side intreduced the
financial policy. of the government in 189%,

' did they introduce a preference policy for

Great Britain? No, Sir. They denied it.

"The motto then was : All the world for Can-

that to the heightened scale of prices which:

runs along the whole line nearly, with the
sole exception of one or two staples that the
farmers of this country have. to sell, the
farmers’ wheat for instance, apply the same

argument in that way. aud I think hon. gen- : & iHions
tlemen wiil erawl down a little from their | five milions,

high and mighty position, as comparing the
volumes of trade, when they are really sim-
ply comparing the values of trade in two
different periods. Let me go to another
point. 1 noticed a strange conjunction—I
thought it strange, but I do not new—I no-
ticed a strange, as I thought, and a some-
what forced conjunction in this parigraph :

I have been instructed to convey to yocu Her
Majesty’s high appreciation of the loyalty and
patriotism thus displayed, which——

And there something else follows. The two
paragraphs preceding that and the para-
graph succeeding it all have reference, solely
and wholly, to the Transvaal war and to
the contingents and in the essence of con-

sistency and uniformity of composition and !

idea, no extraneous matter ought to have
been dragged., by force. into this paragraph
lying between them. But hon. gentlemen
opposite could not forego the small oppor-
tunity of hitching on one of their pet poli-
cies to the question of the Transvaal war,
and there is the conjunction :

—which, following the preference granted under
the present tariff to articles of British manufae-
fure, has had the happiest effect in cementing

‘Mr. FOSTER.

Oh, they were broad-minded men.
The whole world was their theatre, and
thiey were not going to be hound down to
trade with a country of one miilion inhabi-
tants, and another country of twenty mil-

' lion inbabitants, and another country of

Oh, no; the whole world was
to be open to this business administration,
and they meant to take it for Canadian
trade. And when it was suggested that this
was a preference meant for Great Britain—
at least that must be enjoyed only by Great
Britain in view of the existing Belgian and
German treaties, what did the Minister of
Trade and Commerce (Sir Richard Cart-
wright) say ¥ He said:

I say with respect to the offer we are now
making, that it is not a preferentiai offer at
all in the true, legal sense of the word. That
offer is open to all the world. The Americana
may avail themselves of it, and sc may the
Germans andé Belgians. The whole world are
welcome to avail themseives of it on the same
terms and the same conditions on which England
may take advantage of it.

And, when I interjected:

And the United States.

The hon. gentleman (Sir Richard Cart-
wright) answered:

If the Amerlcans are willing to give us fuil
and fair rteciprocal advantages,

And did not these gentlemen opposite be-
lieve that the Americans were so willing?
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Did they not tell the people of Canada that ! standard of excellence heretofore secured and

the Americans were willing, and did they

'
'

not asseverdte, upon their homnour, that as:

soon as the wicked and distasteful Tories p, 5itjes.

were out of office, our cousins in the Lmted.? I wonder at the excessive modesty of that
meet them more than half:

And so the:

States would
way and give them reciprocity.
hon. gentleman (Sir Riehard Cartwright)
further said :

and fair reciprocal advantages, I would recom-

whichk is absoclutely indispensable if the people
of Canada are to increase their large and profit-
able trade with other countries in these com-

paragraph. I am quite certain that the
Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Fisher) could

.ot have been consulted when it was pen-

‘ned.

I1? the Americans are willing to give us fuli ister

s weeks in a fine little town down in Quebee

mend trading with them for the benefit of Can- |

ada and the Empire®too; and I think Mr. Foster

hand a pamphlet

will find out before he is many years older, that '

very probably—although I admit it is a little
roundabout way—it is zmot a bad way to get it.
We have to-day offered better terms to these

countries who will trade with us fairly, but,
that offer has been made to the United States @ !, A
‘tions made in that pampblet, and I was

cvery anxious for my part to trace its patern-

just as it bas to any other country, even to
Great Britain herself.

Se much for . that.
conjoined to the
policy*
ernment did at last what they did not in-

Transvaal

other.
leader of the government—after I have ne
doubt consulting his cabinet and speaking
for every member of that cabinet—when he
came out with his ultimatum to the pepple

ity
Why then was this!
centingent
It was for the reason that the gov-.

Why?
of

Because I have met the Min-
Agriculture within the last few

by the name of Sherbrooke. I hold in my
entitled, ‘The Laurier
Government and the Conservatives,” with

' the maple leaf fortunately and appositely

the word ‘Conservatives.’ The
Government and the CConserva-
There are many astounding asser-

under
‘Laurier
tives' !

I traced it. How? I got an enve-
lope—not addressed to myself but address-
ed to an elector in that censtituency—said
envelope purporting te start from the city

cof Ottawa, said envelope being undeniably
tend to do at first, and they were enforced-
into doing this thing as they were in the.

When the right hon. gentleman. the!

{

i

of Canada: that the constitution was against '

it, that power was lacking, that there was
no vote, that they could do nothing, and

he remained quiet thereafter.

"enlightened electors.

a government envelope, said envelope bear-
ing the undeniable frank of ‘Hydney A.
Fisher.” and said envelope being one of a
multitude of a like kind., which if T or any
other poor member of the House, had posted,
would have cost us 4 cents in the Queen's

 postage, but which under this very conveni-

ent method of operating came free to the
I found the * Laurier

. Government and the Conservatives' neatly
that consequently nothing would be done;

And, Sir, he:

and his government would have remained :

guiet to this day, and to this day not a
Canadian soldier would have found him-

self on the plains of the Transvaal tighting
under British colours, to this day not a single .
gun or man would have been sent outr of

this Dominion of Canada,
had acquiesced in that ultimatum. If the
country had sat down quietly under that
ultimatum of the Prime Minister of Can-
ada we would to-day bave no Transvaal
contingent in South Africa. and we weuld
have no paragraph in the speech from the
Throne on this subject. That is the reason,
Mr. Speaker, why I think the minister who

if the country:

i
¢

i
i
1
i
]
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penred this had in mind, what a beaunti-.

fully spposite thing it wouid be to tie the
two things together, which the same gov-
ernment, equally in the case of both, never
intended, and equally in the case of both
had ultimately to perform.

The Governor General’s speech further|

says:

The measures which have been taker from
time to time to facllitate the safe transportation
of food stuffs to Eurcpean markets have re-
sulted In a large increase in the exportation
of severzl important articles ¢f produce, and it
may become necessary in the interest of this
very important branch of fmdustry to require a
more cureful inspection then has been custom-
ary for the purpose of maintaining that high

reposing between the flaps of that envelope,
which bore the signature of ‘Sydnpey A.
Fisher.! worth 2 cents—in this case 4 cents.
I must ask the hon. the Postmaster General
whom I believe to be an honest man

Some Lon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
Other hon. MEMBERS. Oh.

Jir. FOSTER. Yes, whom I believe to
be the very watch-dog of the Treasury,
whom I believe would shoet at sight any
man, ever one of his own colleagues, that
would attempt to steal a 2-cent postage
stamp out of the public till—I call the
attention of my honourable and honest

t friend (Mr. Mulock) to the fact that in the

contest that took place
Mr. Sydney Fisher, the Minister of
Agriculture, a member of an bonest
business government, has actually defraud-
ed this country out of hundreds and thou-
sands of 2-cent stamps for the purpose of
sending his election pamphlet down inte
the county of Sherbrooke on a partisan
mission. I challenge the Postmaster Gen-

in Sherbrooke,

;eral, with that information before him, 1

challenge him to find ovt one line of am-
thority by statute, or by Order in Council
or by any other way which authorized Mr.
Fisher, or the government or th& party to

send these pamphlets through the
country in sealed envelopes at the
cost of the tax-payers of Canada.
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And whilst my hon. friend is about that
investigation. I ask him to take up an-
other—no other than the case of my re-

doubtable and long-known friend, the pre-.
sent Minister of Trade and Commerce {Sir

Richard Cartwright). whose special mission
for eighteen vears was to thunder up and

down this wide country of ours declaim-.
stealing
not !
beyond the mark in declaring, I think, that.
pamphlet .

pillaging,
vet. Sir. 1

piifering,
anqg

ing
and

against
corruption am
hundreds of thousauds of a
which purports to be a speech uttered by

this hon. gentleman. outside of the session .
Hall— !
a purely extraordinary campaign speech by

of parliament entirely—at Massey

a member of a party and for the purposes

of a party—in sealed envelopes, and gov-:

ernment envelopes at that, were sent out to

the people of this country, and that every:
one of those pamphlets has taken four cents:

out of the treasury of my hon. friend the
Postmaster General (Mr. Mulock). Well, Sir,
I weuld convey to my hon. friend my most
earnest suggestion that a little more care-

ful oversight on his part with reference t0§
hiz co-members of the cabinet would lessen:

that deficit which he deplores, and would

be a great step forward towards an equi-,

libriumm of expeunses and income
department over which he presides. But,
Sir, I merely state this by the way. The
important point was to establish the pa-
ternity of this brochure. It is established.
It comes under the sign-manual of the
Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Fisher). I do

not intend to read it; I will read only a!

little of what it says. It gives the exports
of certain agricultural products in 1895-6
—835,000,000 in round numbers. It goes on
to give the value of the same in 1897-8—
£63,000,008. Thus there is an increase be-
tween these two perieds of $30,0600,000.
What is the statement in the appeal ?

Is it because the policy of the Laurier govern-
ment has thus put $30,000,000 more into the farm-

ers’ pockets that the electors should turn that !

government out at the elections ?

I commend that as an example to the
framers of the next address te be brought
down to this House, if hon. gentiemen
opposite should have the extreme felicity
of preparing that address. 1 should say
to them, ‘Gentlemen, do not live so far
beneath your privileges ; when you put
an item into the speech from the Throne,
in which you talk of the great increase of
exports, apply this brilliant idea of the
Minister of Agriculture, who is paramount
in that respect at least, for that is his own
department, and say that all of this $30,-
000,000, $40,000,000 or $50,000,000 is ac-
tually money that has been put into the
pockets of the farmers through and by the
policy of the present administration.’

I am alse bound to say that the framer
of this address in that passage did not
fairly cover the measure of what might

Mr. FOSTER.
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"have been done, taking the same Minister
,of Agriculture as authority. For this pre-
' cious pamphlet, in three-fourths of its pages,
is nothing more nor less than a fulsome and
exaggerated compliment to the Minister of
Agriculture for the immense benefits that h
has conferred upon the country. All the cre-
dit for the increase in the exports of agricul-
tural produets, for cold storage. for all the
extended plans and the like of that, is mod-
estly claimed in this brochure for the Min-
ister of Agriculture. Where was this hon.
‘egentleman when this passage in the ad-
dress was being indited ? He should have
been close by, for he has defrauded him-
self in this most flagrant way of what he
; certainly claims to be an appanage of him-
self and himself alone as Minister of Agri-
culture in this government.

The next reference is to the Post Office :

I am glad to observe that the returns from the
Post Office Department afford gecod ground for
believing that the temporary loss of revenue
caused by the great reduction recently made in
letter postage will speedily be made good by the
increased correspondence conseguent thereon.

i I notice that everywhere great credit is
‘taken to the government for the reductiop
i of postage. Is history siilent with reference
to the previous work of the Post Office
Department in the reduction of postage ?
Was there not a time when it cost five
cents to carry every letter to its destina-
i tien ? Was there not a reducticn of the
! postage from five cents tce three cents, and
was not that reduction made by a Lib-
eral-Conservative government ¥ Was there
not a time when five cents or three
cents carried only a single half-ounce,
and did there not come another time when
the same amount of money covered
double the weight? In reality, for all
that kind of correspondence the postage
was cut in two. Was that something to the
credit of a previous administration. or was
it not ? There was a time when every news-
paper in this country bore postage. There
was another time, and for a long period.
during which no newspaper in this country
carried any postage, and when the people’s
magazines went free from one end of this
country to the other. That also was due
to a Liberal-Conservative administration.
And if these hon. gentiemen have under-
taken to reduce the postage, somewhsat fur-
ther, that is in line of the progress which
has been made already. I am not going to
repeat my criticism in regard to that. But
I have one criticism to make uporn my hon.
friend, who has, I belleve, in 1839, a
deflcit of a little less than $400,600.
He congratulates the country wupon the
deficlt being no more than that; but
in the Public Accounts, if I am not
mistaken, there is debited to the Post
Office service $21,000—for what ? For the
Yukon mail service of the year 18989
and what Is more, only $5,000 of that is
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debited on account of the service into and
out of the Yukon. Now, Mr. Speaker, will
any man, however partisan he may be.
stand up in this House and maintain that
in the year ending July 1. 1899, it did not|
cost more than $5,000 to perform the mail’
service into the Yukon and out of it. Will:
the Postmaster General afirm that now ?.
And if the Postmaster General (Mr. Mulock) |
cannot affirm it, as he cahpet, what is he !
guilty of ? He is guilty of the crime charged :
against myself, without any warrant, by the .
Minister of Trade and Commerce (Sir!
Richard Cartwright). He is guilty of ceook- !
ing the public accounts, for if he had charg-!
ed against the revenue of the post office!
the cost of the actual service in the year
1899, the cost of taking the mails in and:
out of the Yukom, which prohably cost at
Jeast S100,000, the hon. gentleman would
have had quite a different result. But what
did he do ¥ He used the mounted police, he
used the other officers of the governnient out
there and charged their time and expense,
not against his department, but against the
other departments, thus relieving his own.
departmment of that expenditure which was
properly chargeable to it. Then, with that.
absurd cecoking of accounts, he comes hefore
the country and plumes himself upon the
magnificent achievement of bringing down
the deficits in this first year of reduced
postage to something like $400,000.
What is this that I see next:

Negotiations are now in progress with several
of our sister coleonies in the West Indies, which
it is hoped may resuit in increasing and develop-
irg our trade with these isiands, and possibly
with certain portions of the adjacent continent
of South America.

Do our ears deceive us ? Or did our ears
deceive us three years ago. four and five
years ago—any time within the last ten
Years previous to 1836 ? Where is the
Boanerges voice of the Minister of Customs?
I have a distinct recoliection of his sten-
torian tones—they are sounding in my ears
yet—as he declaimed on the utter futility
and fippancy of these hon. gentlemen.
who then occupied the Treasury benches,
searching in Australia, China and Japan—
searching, he said, In Alaska and Timbuctoo
for markets, when there was a market close
by our side, a $65,000,000 market.

A notable trio, three of a kind, occupied
the boards in a dramatic star exhibition
throughout Nova Scotia shortly previous to
the elections of 1838. Let me quote first
what star number one said :

Mr. Foster hagz gone to Jamaica tc try and
get a market for the manufacturers. . . . .
They have cut themselvss off from our best mar-
ket in the United States, and to-day are obliged
to seek for others.

1 said Mr. Foster had gone to Jamaica to find
a new market. The fiippant way they speak
of these new markets is simply trifllng with the
matter. 'These mew markets, Jamaica, Scuth

America, China and Japan, come in at the tall

of the list, with a fraction of 1 per cent of cur
commerce; the United States at the head of the
list takes one-hkalf our whole commerce.

if my leader—

And the hon. gentleman’s leader stood by
his side.

—comes into power, it would not be a rash
prediction to say that within six months from
that date, by a scratch of a pen—— -

How easy it was then.

—a treaty of reciprocity would be put inte
force between Canada and the United States.

That may stand as the utterance of the
star performer, Mr. Sydney Fisher at last
time., now Minister of Agriculture.

Let me read another guotation :

You hear certain politiclans who never en-
gaged in trade——

That was a very bitter side hit.

—in their lives, talking flippantiy about opening
up new markets in other countries. When a
great political party declares that this policy con-
sists in obstructing trade with our rpatural mar-
kets, and then tell us they want to open up
markets with China, Japan, Timbuctoo, I almost
lcse my patience. New markets, indeed ! You
have a market to the south of you where every-
thing you can draw out of the sea or delve
from the mines. or grow from the soil, will find
a ready and profitable sale. If the people of
Canada approached the Urited States in a feir
and reasonable spirit they would obtain a re-
ciprocity treaty in a short time.

That performer was Mr. Louis Davies, at
the present time Sir Louis Davies.

But besides them stood a star, greater in
magnitunde than all—and from every one of
the five points of this consteilation, evenr
at that remote pericd, fire and brillianey
sprang out into space. What did this third
performer declare ? He locked into the con-
fiding gray eyes of the Haligolians and
said : You want bread to eat and bave coal
to sell. and yet when you want to buy bread
you afe met with a tax—and if there fis
anything that ougut not to be taxed in
this country it is bread ; and when you want
to sell your coal you are met with a tax.
You have to send it by a long and burden-
some route through Quebec to Ontario., and
vou cannot get inte your natural market.
Yet this Tory government taxes coal—yes.
And they tax flour, peaches and peach
baskets. T.et us have reciprocity ; we must
change all this.

WHo was this star performer who thus
spoke ? He was then plain Wilfrid Laurier,
a democrat to the hilt, who at that time
did not believe in taxing the poor people’s
bread. Oh, no; he was then after votes.
and he drew tears from the eyes of the
honest veomen of Nova Scotin as he be-
wailed the fatuity of the government that
would tax bread which went into the peo-
ple’s mouths to sustain thelr brawny
forms. And he told them, if ever language
told anything, that when he came into
power, their ceoal would find its best mar-
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kets free from tariifs, and their bread they
would get for their sustenance without any
tax upon it. That gentleman is now Sir
‘Wiifrid Laurier, and no longer the democrat
to the hilt, and no longer shedding tears
over the taxed bread of the poor Haligo-
lians.

Then what happened ? These star per-
formers—yes, and my hon. friend the Fin-
ance Minister (Mr. Fielding) was the pre-
siding angel,
wings over this magnificent trio, told his
own people of Nova Scotia : These are the
men who will deliver you out of this worse
than Egyptian bondage.

Well, Mr. Speaker, here are all these gen-
tlemen before us almost in one row. Where
iz their reciprocity ? Where is their $65.-
000,000 market ? Where is their free coal ?
Where is thelr untazed Dread » Wiat has
become of all these promises which they
made to get office ? After they got office,
they simply come here and stick their
thumbs in their waistcoats, and sazy, as the
right bon. Prime Minister has said : Well.
. what are you going te do about it ? We are
here and you are there.

And yet these hon. gentlemen went to the
United States on bended Lknee for six
months, lavished all their arts on our Ameri-
can friends, and came back without even a
reciprocity coat on their shoulders, for the
Prime Minister declared last year in this
House his sbnegation and demial of the
necessity for or of any feeling in favour of
reciprocity. They are now on quite a differ-
ent tack. To-day these hon. gentlemen have
put into the speech from the Throne a para-
graph announcing that they are off to Tim-
buctoo, China and Japan, and every smali
colony in the werld. looking for trade. For
the manufacturers ? That is the allegation
they made against us when we were try-
Ing to open markets. For the manufac-
turers ? Ch, no. Is it to get this §u5 GwW.-
000 market, this natural market, near at
home ? Oh, no. All their promises have
evaporated, all their pledges trodden to fine
powder beneath their heeis. But they have
the offices and the emecluments, and those

- they intend to hang omn to, however bread
and ceal may be taxed.

The next paragraph‘in the speech reads:

It gives me pieamre to observe that, in pur-
suance of the policy which was deﬂned at the
- 'iast session of parliament, & carefully davised
- body of regulations hes been adopted, appiicable

- to ail railways and public works within the federal
-Jurisdiction, making adeguate provision for the
sanitary protection and medical care of working-
men. -

 regulations ‘carefully devised,’ this fine body

- of regulations—has he deigned yet to give

.fth@m to the Houae ?.

- The PBIME Mmism
. .so.

- m- ms'mn.

IAdo not m

and spreading his sheltering |

The Govemer Geneml 2
I may ask my right hon. friend as to these

Mr. FOSTER. ‘I do not think so,” the hon.
gentleman says. He treats the House with
a fine scorn, with fine contempt. The hon.
gentleman knew, if he knew anything, that
the wmoment the debate on the address
epened this session, every man here, his
equal as being sent to represent indepen-
dent electors of thiis country, had a right to

lthe information, referred to in the speech.
Yet, what do we find ? We had to adjourn

from one day to the third day because no
papers relating to the Canadian volunteers
were down, and yesterday, the day to
which the House adjourned, the papers
came into my hands, for instance, as one of
the representatives of thie people. five min-
nutes before he closed his address. And
here is something else that they vaunt them-
selves upon, yet neither the public nor any
menitber of parliament has been given even
i squint at this ‘ carefully devised’ body of
laws and regulations. But, of course, this
is a business government. The Ainister of
Marine and Fisheries (Sir Louis Davies) has
said so, and, of course, we must believe it.

The attention of the government kas been
called to the conflicts which occasionally arige
between workmen and their employers, While
it may not be possible to wholly prevent such
difficuities by legislation, my government think
that many of the disputes mizght be averted if
better provisions could be made for the friendly
intervention of boards o¢f comnciliation.

And so on, and so on, ‘ you will be invited
1o consider’ something about this matter.
When a stope was given where bread
bad been asked, there was an outery in the
olden times. My hon. friend has not sald
anything with regard to the Alien Labour
Law. There is & iaw now on the statute-
books of this courntry, placed there by the

‘hon. gentleman himself, placed there with

the promise that he would enforce it, pilaced
there with the belief reposed in him by
every labouring man thiz whole country
through that his rights would be protected
in relation to the iabourers of the United
States of America. And from that time to
this, the law which is actually on the sta-
tute-books has remeined to gll intents and
purposes 2 dead letter. ' Hon. gentlemen
opposite have been importuned to bring it
into effect. They would net, and the rea-
sons they gave for not bringing it into
effect have passed months and months ago,
and yet the Alien Labour Law iz not yet
in force. And now they come down with
another sprat to catch & whale, they come
down with the idea of giving something
elze In the way of future hope amd pros-
pect to the men whose votes they would
like to get to support them in power. Sir,
I think the labouring men of this country
may well ask the governmenttc carry out
thelaws at present om the statute-book

‘| before they encumber it with more ; or, if -

they cheose to put more laws on the smtnte-
book, that they will at Mst e&rry out the
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fundamental !aws which they themselves
have declared necessary and which have
been enacted &t their suggestion.

The goveriment ig then happy to assure
ug that the lands in Manitoba and the
North-west are being taken up by seitlers,
and they say that this

affords conciusive evidence of the success which
has attended the efforis of my government to
promote immigraticn, and I have no doubt that
the greatly increased production of the west
will henceforth add materially to the growth of
the whole Dominion..

I think that is a claim which cannot be suc-
cesfully upheld. Evidence before a judge
or court of justice wouid have to be far
more pertinent before it would be conclusive.
I think that Manitoba and the North-west
has a history with regard to this guestion
of settlement. I think that Manitoba aand
the North-west would never have had a set-
tler had it not been opened to the markets
of the people of the world. And I think
that, struggling against all ¢dds and taking
their political lives in their hands, time and
again the Liberal-Conservative party, in &
hangd-to-hand contest with hon. gentlemen
opposite, opened up the North-west and
Manitoba and made it & place for the aset-
tler. And when hon. gentlemen opposite
in the thick of the fight, one of theilr
strongest men, who was In parliament when
the Canadian Pacific Raflway Bill was be-
fore this House and a subsidy was being
asked for, said :

I venture to s&y that from one end of the
Dominioa to the other, no more foyful news could
be spread than the tidings that the telegraph
would filash from the Atlantic to the Pacific zay-
ing that thiz contract was abandoned and say-
ing that Canada was emancipated from the ter-
rible consequences likely to flow from f{t.

Who sald that ?
their foremost advocates in this House,
and row Premier of the province of On-
tario. But a new light has come, and the
other day Mr. Ross made this public de-
claration :

I remember when the Canadian Pacific Raii-
way was constructed, we thought Sir John Mac-
donald was undertaking a hercviean enterprise,
one whick would crush the country. I think,
perkaps, he was right, and wo were wroang. I
think, perhaps, he bduilded@ more wisely thar he
knew. No one will say to-day that ths building
of the railway was a mistake. Canada to-ay
would be & very small country, would be weaker
in the oounciis of the empire, woul@ ecarcely
be a confsderated Dominion, as it iz, wers it
rot for the Pecific Rallwey.

I think, 8ir, tat the historic policy of the
past, which, in the firat place, acguired
these great Territories, whick sebmitted to
the bond of their union, to wit, the building
of the Canadian Pacific Rallwway, the de-
termination which carrled out that pelicy
in Qark and troublons times when Canada’e
future hung in the balasce, &s Lon. mes-
‘bers of thizs House well know, and which

4 ' ‘

Mr. G. W. Ross, cne of | {T¥

did@ that in spite of hon. gentlemen oppo-
site—that historiec policy and that deter-
mination had something to do with the
opening up of that country and sattracting
to it 2 body of settlers. Remember that
the first days in this work of settlement
are always the mest difficult. Checks to a
country’s growth are most severely felt in
the early years. In that country frosts and
dry winds were morerife in the first years
of settlement. Through all difficulties the
people struggled on, until the time came
when, with improved methods of cultivation
and the extension of settlement, even the cli-
mate to a certain extent changed. Good
crops repaid the farmers’ toil and good
prices for those crops vwere realized. And
so went out througheut Europe and through-
out the world the fame of the Canadian
North-west as a grain-grewing and cattle-
raising country. That had something to
¢o with this influx of settlers. And if we
take this policy of immigration, the very
plan .of despatching throughout the worid
information with regard to Canada. is a
policy borrowed from the old Liberal-Con-
servative government. The very plan of
going into the United States and getting
the best class of farmers we could—re-
patriated Canadians and frontier farmers—
into the North-west, was & policy introduced
by my friend Mr. Daly and successfully
carried out by him. That policy is being car-
ried cut by the government of to-day. But
the hon. gentieman who has charge of that
department may well revize his opinion
with regard to some elements of immigration
that he has brought into that country. I
had the pleasure of being in Manitoba not
many weeks ago, and, s¢ far as I could
gather, the opinions and feelings of the
settlers and the people of that coun-
is they have, certainly to say
the least of it, enough Doukhobors and
Galicians. They have enough of them.
They want no more of them; they do not
wish that ciass of immigrants to be located
in blocks over thet country. They will
treat well those that are there now.
Not one of them will be allowed to suffer
if the open-handed, generouz inhabitant of
the North-west can get relief to him. There
is no spirit of animosity against them. But
the people there simply say: We do not
want any more of that class; we want a
different class; better producers, people more
in upison with the life and spirit of our
civilization, and of our political and con-
stitutionsl history. ,

But, Sir, if thie speech i8 eloquent in
these points in which ministers have made
statements, it is equally eloguent in what
it deoes not touck. Thege gentlemen are
coming wp to the end of their existence.

‘The pangs of deuth have already caught

bold of them. Taey have seen the thunder-
bolt flashivg in the sky. They are coming
up to the end. of their political five years
existens?. Looking bebind, they watch

REVISED EDITION
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the trooping ghests and spectres dogging
every man of them close at his heeis. These
spectres are crying out in ghostly voices:
‘Fulfilment, fulfilment, as honest men.’
Gentlemen, let me tell you, through you, Mr.
Speaker, that you have very few weeks left
in which to fuilfil those promises and to lay
those ghosts. The member for Norih Nor-
folk (Mr. Chariton) knows that. There
is one following him; he shakes {t
off on to the First Minister. There is the
ghost of unfulfilled piedges in regard to
economy and expenditure. In all the four
pages of this address thers is no hint of
economical expenditure. Down at the very
end, however, there is an intimation that
‘the estimates will be prepared with a due
regard to economy and the rapid growth
of the Dominion,’ rapid growth in the mat-
ter of indiscriminate and huge railway sub-
sidies for instance. There is ancther ghost
following the Minister of Trade and
Commerce (Sir Richard Cartwright), who,
fn 1893, took the patron beauty upon
his aged knee, who wooed bher Iin
goft and mellow terms, and who told
her, with all the ardour of an 18-year-oid
swain, that if she weuld but prove true to
him for life he and she would waddle down
the pathway of life in beautifuli conson-
apce—upon this: point at least, that
" no railway subsidies should be scat-
tered as a blight among the consti-
tuencies. There is the Prime Minister
of this Dominion, whe, Sir, actually
had the hardihood to go out into the
intelligent provirce of Ontario, stand up
before an intelligent and weli-read people,
look them in the face, or over their heads,
and declare: We have kept every promisc
~ we ever made, with the exception of the

promise to abolish the Senate, and that we
propose tc perform. I do not need to fol-
low that, it would be superfluous to do so.
Why, the man himseif must know what
he is saying when he makes a statement
of that kind. The Minister of Customs
(Mr. Paterson) tries to parry the blow by
saying: We have performed every promise.
Read our promises. Where are they?
They are in the 1893 comvention. That is
what we are pledged to, and not to any irre-
sponsible  utterances of individuals.
The Minister of Customs said that, he
knows he said it, said it in Winnipeg. Who
" are those irresponsible persons? One sits
- a little behind him, who stocod up in the
plenitude of econcmical principles and de-
ciared in Onta,rlo, before the election: If we
do not reduce the expenditure of this coun-
try by three miilicns as soon &8 we get iato
power, turn us out. Then there is a still
more irresponsible person, the Prime Min-
- -fster, who stood up before the face of a
 Toronto sudience, in face of the electors of

" - this whole country, and declared to them
. that though they might not bring the ex-
 penditare back to the days of. -Alexander

. HMuckensle, they wonld reduee it one, two,
- Mr FOSTER.

.what are the facts ot the ease?

three, and, as the Minister of Justice (Mr.
Mills) said, they would reduce it by four
million dollars. And yet that same gen-
tleman stood up and declared in the face
of an intelligent people that he had per-
formed every pledge that he had ever
made. Do I need to go any further, Mr.
Speaker? I know, Sir, that this is a pain-
ful subject for you, and I will spare you,
because, being now in that poeition, where
you icok with fair and open eyes on both
sides of the House, or, perhaps, meore pro-
perly, look on neither side, but straight
down on the pathway before you, you must
feel your heart-strings wrung by the exhi-
bition of your former friends and associ-
ates in this matter of unfulfilled promises
and unredeemed performances. But the un-
fulfilled pledges are the least reprehensible
part of their conduct. The awful thing
about it i8 that, not oniy did they fail ¢o
fuifil their pledges, but they actually turn
around and declare that they have fuifilled
them. = My right hon. friend said last
night that there was no greater calamity
than war. Yes, there is. A greater cal-
amity than war is to git down in cowardly
submission to wrong and insult.  There is
a greater calamlt than unfulfilled promises.
What is it? s to brazen it out before
honest men, and in the face of day, to say
that you have fulfilled them, when you
know that you have not. The first is
perfidy, the second, Sir, is turpitude added
to perfidy.

Something is ssid about transportatiom,
and one passage of this address congratu-
lates the country—on what? And here I
am amazed again at its modesty. It con-
gratulates the country on the vigorous
policy of the government with reference to
finishing the canal system of this country.
Where was the Premier when that modest
paragraph was indicted? For I find that
this Premier of Canada stocd on a plat-
form at Bowmanvile, on October 1G6th last,
before & magnificent, but, as I am informed,
very cool and critical audlence, and made
his apology for the sins of his cabinet. = In
that capacity and on thsat platform he said:

To Alexander Mackenzie is due the policy we
are now forwarding.

That is the canal policy.

He commenced the deépening of the Welland
Canal, ke deepened 1t to the depth of fourteen
feet.

Mr. GIBSO\I That is right.
Mr. FOSTER (reading).

And for eighteen years afterwards the work
went on at a snail’s pace. The Conservatives

did practically nothing with this work,-but when

wa came into office we undertcok, and success-

fully too, to complete it in three years.
Phat was the Prime Mipister of Canada,

let loose upen an audiemce in the province
of -Onterio. Well, 8ir, what happened;
The



101

|[FEBRUARY 6, 1900]

102

policy of canal! trapsportation was adopt-
ed and entered upon before confederation,
and up to that period $20,602,244 had been
spent upon the canal system of the country.
The decision to enlarge the Welland and St.
Lawrence canals to 12 feet was adopted in
1871, under Sir John Macdenald’s leader-
ship, and the work was well in hand, cer-
tainly as far s&s contracts were concerned,
when Mr, Mackenzie came into power in
1873. Mr. Mackenzie is not here; a dis-
tinet denial has been given to the statement
I made as to the 14-feet depth. Let Mr.
Mackenzie speak for himself. On Febru-
ary 8, 1875, Mr. Mackenzie - said, Han-
sard, page 20 : :

It is not the Intention of the government tc
g0 to a greater depth thar twelve feet of water.
I may teli my hon. friend that the harbour cspa-
city of the lakes does not seom to fzirly oosn-
template & greater deptk of water than that, as
they could not possibly be used wit