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NOTE AND COMMENT.

A Harry indication of the increasing interest taken in
one another by the corps in various parts of the Dominion
is the growth of the custom of exchanging holiday greetings.
One of the neatest of the cards with which we bhave been
favoured is from the 62nd Fusiliers, of St. John, N.B. On
the front of the plain white folding card there appears in
the centre, embossed in ved, the regimental crest ; around
the edges is a blue border, and at each of the four corners,
printed in red and gold, the grenade of the hadge, and the
regimental number. Inside the folder is this greeting :
“ We of ours wish you and yours a Merry Christmas and a

1890-91.” '

tood New Year.

~~

It is hard to sustain proper pride in onc’s self, when
living in a house so mean as wot to stand comparison with
those of the company one would keep.  That is exactly the

unbappy position of many an ambitious regiment il
Canada, and on behalf of one of these in particular we
take this opportunity of wrging early action lo remove
what is @ very serious hindeance to the developnient of a
We vefer to the 38th Battalion,

Duflerin Rifles, whose hopes were some time ago raised very

desirable military spirit.

high by the exhibition of plans for a drill hall and armoury
which for comfort and convenience would have been secoud
to none ; but were rudely dispelled by the discovery that
the plans involved an expense altogether too great to be
recommended.  Since then, nothing detinite appears to have
been decided upon, so far as the 38th are aware, and through
the local press they utter a reasonable protest. The city,
after having given free use of the present lot for twenty-
three years, have invested $6,200 in a site for the new
structure, and have §3,800 ready to apply to the coustruc-
tion fund, so soon as the Government v.’ll take action. Any

encouragement given to the Dufferin Rifles will be appreci-
ated by the whole people of Brantford, who take a very
lively interest in the welfare of the regiment, as exemplitied
by the fact that in the handsome Christmas number issued
this year by the Kapusitor, a leading place is given to an

illustrated sketeh of the regiment, past and present.

PR

PRuUAPS we are naturally biassed on the subject, but from
whatever cause we beg to take excoption to the doctrine
Iaid down by onr esteemed correspondent N, B.” that
matters of the first importance in the business of the
military associations should not be dealt with in letters to
the press.  Meldlesome interference we have always dis-
couraged ; and it has even been with regrec that we have
sometimes published protests, reasonable in thewmselves, but
coming too late to serve any useful purpose ; but betore the
absolnte decision of any matter we think it is Inghly
desirable that any reasonable objections to the proposed
action, or any rvespectful advice or suggestions, should
be encouraged.  Those in anthority in the associations, as
in the Government, ave generally tound anxious to hear the
views of all concerned ; and it has been a natural sonree of
pleasure to us to know that on several occasions the views
expressed in letters to this paper have been cordally
accepted and acted upon by those in anthority.  We are
happy, however, to endorse all that N, B.” says as to the
claims of his provinee and of Nova Scotia.

Every now and again the newspaper men sink the vivalry
which so often works to their general disadvantage, and
unite to resent a slight, veal or fancied, put upon them as a
body. Through such an occurrence it happens that the in-
teresting address delivered by the Minister of Militia upon
the occasion of the recent military banquet in Toronto, did
not find i*ts way into print for ten days after the event.
We republish it in full, from the Toronto World, in the con-
fidence that it wili he read with interest all over the Domin-
ion. In this conneciion we might be permitted to vemark
that where a body of oflicers, presumably acting in the
interest of the force, invite the Minister of Militin and his
colleagues in the administration to be their guests and to

mn ake addrvesses dealing with the public business, it is not



2 THE CANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE.

[1ST JaNUARY, 1891

=

quite fair to the speakers to be so exclusive as to make the
affair o private one in place of extending the courtesy the
press is accustomed to receive upon such occasions.

A STRIKING statement in these days when such emphasis
is placed upon the insufficiency of the drill appropriation,
is that of our correspondent “ T.” who writes that it costs
more annually to maintain two privates at any of our
scheols of infantry, than to drill and maintain a whole comn.
pany of the militia. He will have many sympathisers in
his request for more money for the general force, even at
the expense of a reduction of the strength in the barracks

of the permauent corps.

Ourive for Janunary has for a leading feature an attrac-
tively written and illustrated article on the Canadian
Militia, contributed by Capt. Thos. S. Blackwell, of the 54th,
to whose writings in that magazine we have frequently
alluded.  After dealing gencrally with the Militia organiza-
tion, Capt. Blackwell takes up the Victorin Rifles of
Canada, as a crack corps of the Dominion, and the illustra=
sions are of the Vies' handsome armnoury and the officers of
The

continued ” in the February number.

the corps, past and present. article 1s “to he

-~

“To HAVE THE WIOLE FORCE DRILLED EVERY YEAR, iS
one of the most important matters that can be agitated by
the Militia of Canada.”
Adolphe Caron’s speech, printad in full in this issue.

These words are quoted from Sir
The
Minister does not disguise the fact that there is considerable
feeling against any increase in the Militia expenditure, and
against this fecling he has constuntly to steive. It is the
duty of every well-wisher of the force to lose no opportuuity
of showing the substantial beuefits arising trom the Militia
When
the public demand annual dvills, the Department or the

Government will doubtless be founsd ready to respond.  The

outlay, and thus help to remove the ohjections to it.

Militia, as civilians, may be a powerfui factor in creating
such a demand, it they will trouble themselves.

SIR ADOLPHE CARON'S SPEECH AT TORONTO.

(From the World, 25th December.)

On Dee. 15 last, Siv Adolphe Caron, Minister of Militia,
and Megor-General Herbert, the new commandane of the
Canadian forces, were entertained at dinner by the oflficors
of the Tovonto Gavrison.  Sir Adolphe, in response to the
toast of “The Minister of Militia,” propused by Col. Otter,
D. G spoke as follows, his renurks being frequently and
most liberally apphaded ; —

Cor. OTrER AND GeNtLesmeN: My appreciation  of
your princely hospitality, my appieciation ot your kindly
feelings, would be small, indeed, if [ were not to admit that
I find 1t diflicult, almost impossible, to find words to ex-
press to youw my deblight, my feelings of decp gratification
amd pleasure, at finding myself among the otficers of the
force of Toronto.  Sir, when I heard this band of yvours
playing “A L Claive Fontaine™ and shortly afterwards
“ God Save the Queen” here in this room which promises

so much for the latuve prosperity of Canada, for this great
city of Toronto, which in by-gone days was called Little
York, when, I say, I heard your band playing these two
pieces T thought it was extending the right hand of good fel-
lowship to the east; the two races which constitute the
strength and future of our country shaking hands over the
empire which we all love, representing the common senti-
ment of loyalty to our Queen and to our fair Canada, show-
ing that, whether tracing our origin to old France or tracing
it to the British race, we consider the Queen of England our
Queen, and that we are prepared to fight for the future
prosperity of our country. You have spoken in words too
flattering of the services I have rendered and the work I
have done in the position I occupy in the country. I have
done my duty as well as I understood how to do it, but it is
duc to the loyalty of my Canadian militia that [ was
enabled as Minister of Militia to carry out the duty which
the country expected from me, and I knew I could not fail
because I placed implicat faith in the force over which as
Minister 1 was called upon to preside, and I knew that
whether looking on this as a young country settling dithicul-
ties at home or repelling attacks outside—I knew that as
Canaddians [ conld rely on them to carry out what the conn-
try expected from every Canadian —to do their duty as did
the militia of Canada in by-gone days and as in the present
day they have showed how to carvy out and do their duty,
the details of which have heen consigned to the pages of our
history, and which in the pages of that history constitute
what | consider to be one of the most glorious events which
has ever come to us as a people and as a great and growing
nation. (Applause.)

You have a right in saying that occasionally T have had
some misunderstandings with the press, and occasionally, T
must admit, the press has eriticised my administration and
my department, and the manner in which I was endeavor-
ing to fulil my duty to the militia force of Canada rather
severely, but, siv, I do not always belicve what 1 read in
the newspapers—(laughter)—and I have followed the course
which 1 believe is the right course in the intevests of
Canada and in the interesis of the militia, and events have

proved that possibly T was right and possibly that the press
at times was wrong.

BUYING THE UNIFORMS AT HOME.

[ was at one time accused of doing a great injustice to
the force, and it is possible at a meeting like the present
meeting, where we are all one family, all the wilitiamen
discusting wilitia matters, that I might be permitted to refer
to what you said about the clothing. Yes, it was a very
vexed question, and for three months, as my friend and
colleague, Mr. Bowell. knows, I was before the Public
Accounts Committee diseussing the question whether I
should give the money which Canadians were paving to
Canadians or whether I should go to outsiders. I felt that
if it were possible foc me t) give to the militia foree cloth-
ing that the militia required and to give the money which
Canadians required to Canadians instead of sending it
abroad, [ was doing a patriotic act and doing no injury
to the force.  Who are the patriots of the country ' Those
who shoulder the vifle and take up their arms to fight the
battles of the country.  And what are the men who would
stand up and ohject to my keeping in Cinada hard-earned
money which Canadians ave contributing it it weve possible
for me as Minister of Militia to procure for the force a
clothing which we could sceure in our own country?  Sir, I
do not want to boast of it, nor do I want to boast of mny
success, but events have shown that I was vight, and events
have shown that the militia foree never objected as a torce
to the policy which was being followed Ly the department,
and the result is that T can show on my desk to-day letters
stating that the clothing which is furnished to-day to the
militia foree iy equal in every respect to the best clothing
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that ever was imported from England. We are proud to
belong to the British Empire, but if we are not men enough
to stand up for our own interests we would not be such an
important part of the British Ewmpire—that Empire that
we love and which we are prepared to fight for—nor would
we be such a peopl: that the British Ewmpire is proul of
calling one of the most brilliant jewels ol the British
Crown.
THE DRILL SHED SITE.

Sir, you have spoken of a vexed question, but you must
forgive me, being 4 Frenchman from Quebec and from the
old city of Chambly —to which you men of On’ario can go
back to trace the progress of civilization and Christianity
upon the whole of this Province and the Dowinion—if in
addressing you in a tongue which I love, but which is not
wy wother tongue, I may possibly make a mistake, and T
did wake a wistake when T said that the question you have
referred to, T have reference to the question ot the drill
shed, was a vexed question.  The mayor ot your city, true
to the interests of that great trust which is confided to his
hand, my friend Mr. Small, that indefatigable enemy of the
Minister of Militia, and the other members for your great
city laid down their conditions, and like all true Frenchmen,
respecting authority ~nd power and respecting the authovity
of the mayor of Toronto, my lust two ttems in the estimates
in Lwrliament were for what they wished. I submitted to
every condition that they laid down.  You have got the
drill shed to-day, you have got the deeds which transfer the
drill shed to the Crown; you have got them dvawn up ex-
actly upon the conditions which were laid down by the
citizens of Toronto and by the mayor and those gentlemen
who represent yow in Parliament. But, siv, Tam prepared
to adnut I submitted because these conditions weee fair and
reasonable 5 they were conditions different from what 1
understood them to be at firsty, but as I say T was only too
happy to help in the measare of my liwited power che spivit
of enterprize of the Ciry of Toronto which had given a
ground costing over 100,000 tor a site to build upon it a
drill shed, where that foree which we all admire, that force
which bhas distinguishad atself; wall continue 1o dearn the
lessons which wake v still betier for the conntry and for
the people of Canadda,

I have been here only sinee this morming, but several
question s were subanitted toome; in fact Iowas told i wag
A very important anatter 1o settle ahont the rifle ranges,
which the equally enterprising corporation wanted to take
from the wilida to eefor purposes that are aseful and necded
in the terests of the paitic. T must tell you one thing
as Mmister of Militia any st duty is to ook awiter the
force. 1 have abivady said to the gentlemen who approach-
ed e on more thar e cecasion on this guestion, il you
can get the eity o the Exhibition Association to agree with
the miditia fovee, cnd 1 venr ity or corporation is prepared
to give usa grouna winch will be aceeptable to my foree
and acceptable to the Department Todo ot want to staud
in the way of anythivg that can comply with the desires and
withes of o ecrporetion which has certainly done so muach.
Iagaiw saxv o what Tl sdd on more than cue vecasion,
that ax Ministeir o Mudta, as leng axoit ds possible for me
to stand by the s ts of the foree, Tans bound 1o do so,
but |~1n\i«l"ni we G beaccommodated elsewhore, provided
the foree b showrn that the @reat and important interest
which it is Tonnd to ke i the practice of the vifle is not
going to be projudic d or antortered with by any change, 1
say that weshali iy 1o aecommodate these gentlemean who
want (o develop thes gievang intaest in agriculture in the
great contre abich s rcpreanted Ty this corporation,

TWo MOLE CCMPANIES FOR THE GRENS,

peint bwish to veter to Lefore T take
For sears e yens Cobl Grassett and my hiand

Tlare is (1 b0
]ll) seat,

Col. Dawson, and the gentlemen who represent you in
Parliament, especially Mr. Small, the whip of my party,
and under whose lash, which he wields so well, I occasion-
ally come—1I say that all these gentlemen have asked me to
add to a battalion which has distinguished itself, as several
other Canadian battalions did, in the North-West campaign,
I vcfer to the Royal Grenadiers, and the wishes of these
gentlemen were to add two companies to this regiment. [
thought that T might, after fighting the drill shed question,
and after fighting the other matters which I have referred
to, that it would be possible to get wmy friends who were
appealing to me not to insist upon getting this increase to
the force, which increases, to a large exteut, the expenditure
of the Department but T gave in to these geutlemen before,
and L gave in again, and ic is my satisfaction to tell you
that T have found my way to wdd two companies to the
Royal Grenadiers.  (Applanse )

I do not wish for one moment to state to you that I
believe everything is perfect in the department over which
1 preside, bue I think if you will turn back a few pages of
our military history and go back a few years you will ind
that we have been progressing according to the means of
the requirements of the people of Canauda.  Tuterested in
developing this country, it would not be patriotic, it would
not be right, it I or any other Minister of Militia were to
ask for any expenditure of money for military purposes thab
would interfere with the buiiding of railways and the bnild-
ing of great pubiic works, which so help in making up this
country of which we ave so proud; but, sir, within our
means, I want to develope the militia foree, and T say that if
you look back and if the people of Canada wish to know where
the money which has been expended in militia matters has
gone, the records which are thare will speak the intallible
teuths, and will show that since 1370 Canada has called out
37,000 men to repel attacks from outside or to put down
troubles at home, and T want to know if it would be pos-
sible for any country to be without a force that is requived,
that is indispensable, which constitutes one ot che component
parts of the hife of a people? I say more, it is impossible
for any people, whether it be wealthy or whether it be
powerful to be withont a foree sueh as Canada or other
countries placed in the same condition are bound to keep
up. I ean say, morcover, that if you come to consider what
we have been doing upon the amount of money which is
voted by Parliament you will agree with me that the money
has been properly spent. What have we to-day ' Ten years
ago we had two battalions composed of 300 men-—150 cach.
To-day every branch of the sevviee is represented by schools
of mistraction, where an officer who wishes to apply to that
branch of the sorviee may go and aequire experience and
knowledue, which, when he has obtained, makes of him one
ol the men who is permitted to wear Her Majesty’s nniform
in Canada. T consider this is a very valuable addition to
the institutions of our conntry.  We have Jaid down the
rule that no nmn can obtain o commission unless he has
acquired the experience that you can acquire only by train-
ing, that you can only acquire in schools of instruction.
When we had Her Majosty’s vegiments stationed all over
Cenaddat it was not necessary then to establish these perma-
uent corps or schools of instraction which we vequived for
our men, but to day, without the British regiments, it be-
came o necessity, and it wonld be absard to believe that o
few days’ dall for the varal corps every two years is safli-
cient Lo give these officers an experience which they reqguive
to commmand their men.

AN ANNUAL DRILL.
Sir, Towant more : T would like to have the whole

force drilled every year, which is one of the most important
matters that can be agitated by the militia of Canada,
Tho-e who have taken a prominent part in the wilitia
organization know well that men who ave enlisted for three
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years may sometimes only veceive one year’s drill during
that time instead of getting as they should every two years
a knowledge of drill. This would happen by a recruit join-
ing a corps just after it had performed its annual drill.

I cannot resume my seat without thanking yon and the
officers for the princely hospitality, the recipient of which I
am, and the pleasure is enhanced, if possible, by the fact
that T see here my colleagues, Mr. Bowell and Mr. Smith,
representatives of the Government, and the pleasure is also
enhanced by the fact that it is my privilege to present
to you your new commandant of the Canadian force, Major-
General Herbert. This selection was made from the high
reputation which this gentleman enjoyed and from records
and services which were acknowledged by the Imperial
Government, and which were forwarded to me and accepted
by us as being suflicient guarantee for our entrusting to him
the command of a force which I love and which T should
not like to place in hands which were not deserving.

Coming here as I «ccasionally do, but not so otten as [
would like to. it is the greatest pleasure thut T as a Cana-
dian can possibly enjov, when I feel that among you I am
at heme, among you | feel a Canadian, among you I feel
that my heavt beats as your heart beats for the same cause,
the siume Queen and country.  As long as we the Canadian
people remain a wnited people, putting aside ditferences
which have no veason to exist; I say if we as a people
united and true to our trust carry out what Providence has
reserved as being the destiny and future of this country, if
we work hand in hand for the good of our Dominion, we
shall make it i country that will he ever in the pages of the
history of the world, and mak - for it a place that will have
no mean place among the nations that live. I cannot for-
get that you the men of Ontario, and we the men of Que-
bee, whenever troubles have arisen is our country, or on
the field of battle, have always been found fighting together
the battles of Canuda, whether speaking French or whether
speaking  Knglish, and when the brave Brock was dying on
Queenston Heights, giving his heart’s blood for his country
which he so much loved, he cried, “ Go torward, brave
militia of York !”  That is what has been said in another
section of the country by Gen. de Salaberry, who was lead-
ing a French battalion tighting for the same cuse, *¢ Stand
by vour flag and fight the battles of your counory 1"

Gen lemen, let me again thank you from the bottom
of my heart for the splendid hospitality you have extended
to me and let me tell you that it my duties asa public man
and as the administraior of one of the departiments per-
mitted me T should oftencr be among you, but 1 have to
fight battles, common battles, in a section of the country
where my friend Mr. Bowell and my friend Mr, Swith
would not. care to address the people in their own language,
but which battles prevent my being with you on many
oc asions when 1 would have desived it.

LETTERS TC THE EDITOR.

IThis paper dues not necessarily share the views expressed in correspondence
published in 1ts columns, the use of which is treely granted to writers on topics
of mterest to the Militia.)

THE COMMAND OF THE BISLEY TEAM.

Evrror  Minmia Gazerre,—1 notice in vonr issue of
27th Nov. that * Foresight ™ has strong objections to a com-
mandant for the Bisley team for 1891, being chosen from
Nova Szotia.  The officer he brings forward is woethy of
the command, and no doubt. has contributed a great deal to
the advancement of the foree, but * Foresight” should not
forget that the Novi Seotians have yet some claim.  That
old Province contains oflicers who have worked years and
years: (long before confederation) for the honour of the old
flag. and to-day that Province has men in the force equally
as capable as the officer named.  Twenty-five years is a shors

service compared with some of our officers in Nova Scotia or
New Brunswick. The writer has been in the torce for 28
years and is only a captain, yet he feels as good and active—
even after going through th~ raid in 69 and the North-
West Rebellion in 1885 —as many others who had not that
chance. This petty jealousy is what holds our force back.
This unnecessary public attention to the details of military
matters is the cause of many a failme in our work. As an
old officer and comrade in arms, I would suggest a complete
silence in such matters. We have placed in the D. R. A.a
board of gentlemen in whom we should have full trust.
Why hamper their actions by writing about matters we, by
their election, have left in their hands. This seems to me
like & © want of confidence.”

I have no doubt the selection they will wake will be
for the honour of our militia. N. B.

THE PRACTICE RECORD.

Eprror MiniTiA GAzZETTE,—My at*ention has been
directed to a communication which appeard in your issue of
the 13th inst.. in which the writer claiims for Ottawa
preeminence for enthusiastic devotion to the rifle range.
Though he does not mention my name he vefers to some
circumstances in connection with my personality which are
quite sufticient for those of vour readers who know e to
un-lerstand to whom he reters.  Now, Mr. Editor, T bag to
say that Iam in perfect agrcement with “ Ottawa First”
when he says that this city can boast of a devotee of the
range who is without a peer, and it is solely because [ have
no desire to belie the character for modesty which your
correspondent aczords me, that I am compelled to disclaim
a record which properly and deservedly belongs to another.
I have no doubt ic will be apparent to the more penctrating
of your 1eaders that only a person possessing facilities for
observing my daily habits and movemeants, in short one who
could not have been very far from the range at any time,
could have furnished so complete a statement of facts
as your writer produces in support of his contention. As,
however, that natural deduction may have escaped some of
your readers, 1 would ask yon to make room in your
columns for a few remarks which I think will convinee yon
that the championship in this contest belongs to Ottiwa
First.”  He has withheld his proper signatave in the letter
he addressed to you so I shall refrain from giving publicity
to his name. I have, moreover, a further reason for not
wishing to make this matter directly personal, as [ have a
very gratifying souvenir of the hearty welcome with which
he greeted me every time T went to the vange.  Indeed, no
host could have treated a guest better than T was treated by
the gentleman who, by his unfailing presence at the range,
in sunshine and rain, in melting heat and chilling eold, led
to the notion that he was living there. Possibly it may
have beena spirit of jealousy on account of my proximity
to tue range that prompted him to refer to me ; or was it
because he dreaded that his reputation of the previous year
would mark him as theamost titting one to cepresent Ottawa's
claim and by anticipating that publicity escape its conse-
quences T Why, siv, many a day during the ssinmer, while
I was quietly pursuing the even tenor of my way, T was
calledd to the telephone by a voice that had become so
familiar that there was no mistaking it, asking me to go to
the range. Of course I generally consented to o as 1
thought he must have felt at times as if he would like
someone to protect him from, or shave with him, the
undeniable comment whichi his constant  presence at the
ritfle range would naturally give rise to; but livde did
I think that my generous impulses were going to be repaid
in so ungadlint a manner.  So strongly attached ty the
rauge had he become that as the end of the shooting season
approached it scemed a painful ordeal to him to leave his
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smouldering camp fire.  When the time came for the
targets to be removed he succeeded by his earnest gntreaties
in inducing the contractor to leave them up a week longer,
and when the last day came he ight have been seen
jumping up hetween shuts and dancing around to vestorve
the circulation to his tennmbed members.  Now, sir, I leave
your readers to judge to whom among the Ottawa shots
belongs the honcurs in this con‘est.  (freat Scott ! it his
Moody associate and the wther habitués of the Ridean Range
would give expression to their opinions in this matter theve
would be a Lwrell of harmontous accord in which the
Steward and Cook ot the range would join proclaiming that
T have Wright on ey sides T have sometimes thought that
a gifted writer might produce something entertaining to
lovers of the rifle vy puulishing a work on, say, “ People T
have wet on the Ridean Rifle Range”; and T am sure
“Qutawa First” possesses all the qualifications which per-
sonal observation and a lively imagination could lend to
guch an enterprise. 11 he would undertake the task
he could give it a more extended scope, say, ¢ People I
have met on the ranges of Canada,” for there is not a pro-
vincial or local range that he does not possess some
reminiscences of.  After all T have advanced in my defence
it might seem to some that it I have shown your corre-
spondent to be better entitled than I am to the distinction
under discussion I have, by implication, admitted that 1 am
a clos: competitor.  But, sir, I would remind you that I
am but @ novice at shooting, thar the last s uson was my
first at the range, so had | bren less assiduous in my
practice I would have deserved the reproach of all genuine
lovers of the rvifle. My successful vival, on the contruy,
has been a crack shot for many vears and cannot, therefore,
urge in his defence the need of practice.

[ ought to apologize for taking up so much of your space
1 the discassicn of a topic of no veal value and very little
terest. 1 think, however, it is only tair to mysellf that a
proper presentation of this matter should be placed betore
your readers. MarTivi-Henry.

Ottawa, December 25th, 1390,

A CRITICAL REVIEwWER.

Eprror” Minreia Gazerr,—I am troubled in my mind,
and only the veut that is given in the privilege of vsing
your goad little paper, can velieve the atfliction—but to the
point.  When the “ Gazerte” came to hand this evening
(it day later than usual), it was eagerly opened in the hope
of spending a nice half hour with the shooting minds of the
Dominion, but woeful disappointment awaited me.  Nearly
five pages of “ads”: Tom Mitchells ¢ stogas,” Hamilton's
Blasted Powders, Fits Cured, Clixton tooting his own horn,
Pike’s sinister question, if ¢ you ave going camping.”  (This
must he the essence of sarcasm to Ontavians at this season
of the year) Then the different makers of  vifles urging
the quality of their goods as if the name on the bar-
rel had anything to do with it. And then the whole
of the Iast page is covered by the assertim that Elee-
tricity is  Lite,” Kemmler didn’t find it so, and it
Baers out the truth of what T say on the surface.  All
these instead of euring my ailment aggravated the trouble.
Aund it is only in the hope of being able to linger on until
the New Year, when we ave promised more news, in a
better form of paper, and the said paper properly elothed,
for you know, sir, that your child, the Gazeree, has been
allowed to go naked tor about fowr years.  This has a seri-
ous side, what with exposure to the eold, miserable, dump,
mugey weather of the cast, so trying to a younyg constitu-
tion.  Your progeny has now come to an age when common
deceney  demands, that the child shall be clothed and not
allowed 1o wander over the Jand in a swaddling hand any
longer.  There, siv, my gricvance is aired, and like “ Short-
stocks,” my vitals are being exereised, over the vesult,

We notice with satisfaction the reference this week to
Pringle, Davidson and Burns, as being enthusiasts, and
would say that it is to such men that the shooters of the
Dominion have to look for the development of our tavourite
pastime.  Quick, open, generous enthusiasts ! Oh ! that we
had move in every city. We think, however, that “our” man
leads the van.  With one more remark, we are exhausted.
Clavence Timothy Burns is a mixture. His first name is
essentially English, and associated with conspiracies, night-
maves, etc.; his second has a greenish hue, and to it is
attribatable his pugnacity. His thivd, gives him genius, in
all its branches. With such a combination it would be
impossible to get a better fullow than C. T. B., but T would
add that it has always been a conundrum to Manitobans
where he got the notion of going shirtless to the Dominion
matches ; he couldn’t do it heve.

A Merry Christmas to you, Mv. Editor,und a prosperous
New Year for your “child,” i« the wish of

BucksHor.

THE MILITIA AND THE SCHOOLS.

Eptror MiLiTia Gazeere,— Your issue of Dec. 4th
contained an avticle on * Our Militia,” written by Cape.
Cartwright, in which he makes some suggestions for the
improvement of Canada’s only army.

We, who are not of the permanent corps, may agree with
him that theve is decided room for improvement in all
branches of the service, but it is another thing when he
advocates calling out vnly ten men per company for annual
training. We presame that only ten wen are to Le called
out becanse it costs less than twency.

Some years ago, the number of 1ank and file in every
troop and company was reduced, also the number of horses
in each bat-ervy.

In Ontario there are now over seventeen thousand men
on paper, half of whom ave called cat ¢very year.  Accord-
ing to the Soldier’s Pocket-Book, an wrmy corps requives
seventy combatant and one hundred and thirty - six
TRAINED non combatant staff officers. In No. 2 military
district theve ave morve men than in an English infantry
division, which r quires a staff of ten combatant and tour-
seen non-combatant stafl’ oflicers. I am afraid that in the
event of all the militia in Ontario being called out, that
there would be as much ditliculey in tilling the staff appoint-
ments as there would be in finding partially trained men to
fill up the skeleton battalions.  Anyway, what is the use of
trained companies of ten men? It is numbers that hold the
corps together.  There is adways more difficulty in veernit-
ing for say one b .ttery and troop than there is in recruiting
for corps like the 2nd, 10th, 13¢h, ete.

During the vecent North - West campaign, there was
thousands of dollars wasted for want of an eflicient stadf
that could have immediately procesded to the field, and we
saw  the transport, intelligence and commissariat depart.
ments tilled with civilims who knew nothing about their
daties, and the results were time and money lost, and the
bulk of the work in theend having to be done by chiofs of
departments.

We have the schools, and I think theiv stafls might form
the stafl oflicees for each district.  Increase the number of
otheers in each school, and inerease their pay after a certain
number of years’ service, it they are not lucky enough to
be promoted. Do away entively with the vank awd iile in
all the schools, keeping a certain number of non-commis-
stoned oflicrs for instructional and stadl” dutics and a few
men for grooms, cooks and servants.  The money saved in
this way could be utilised in paying tor the inereased num-
ber ot officers, and in calling out every winter the corps that
are not intendcd to send to camp, and drilling them in
baveacks, say for twenty-one days. In that way there
would be all winter several thousand men ready for any-
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thing in the spring. Verv little extra accommodation
would be required, and of the raral battalions, at least half
the rank and file can get away at that time.

Canada cannot and will not support a standing army. It
now costs as much to maintain two privates in the Schools of
Infantry as it does to diill, clothe and ins ruct a company
of forty two men and three ofticers—und the feeling, I
think, throughout the country is: No more reduction in the
Militia. Twenty years ago, there were twenty garrison bat-
teries in Ontario—there is one left. It is an casy matter to
reduce, but if you want an extra company, or a tew spare
horses for a battery, vou will find that it is & work of years,

T.

DRILL AND DISCIPLINE.

L. O'Brieny, M.P., CANADIAN

Micitary InstiTuTk, 16vn DeceMBER.

Licrere BY Lr.-CoL. W.

ENTER upon the subjects which T have ventured to
1 seleet for consideration this evening with great diffi-
dence. I feel that no officer of the active force who realizes
the responsibilities of his position can have failed, whether
consciously or not, to have given these subjects much con
sideration; 1 feel also, that amonyg those present there ave
many to whom it is presumptuouns in me to offer advice or
instruction.  No two words ave more often in our mouths
than Drill and Discipline ; yet perhaps we do not always
observe the distinction Letween them on the one hand, and
the close connection that there is between them on the
other. T think also that in some mmds, especially in
the minds of men who have not much practical experi-
ence, and  who have mnot clewrly  studied the matter,
there is a temdency to  undervalue the necessity for
discipline, and to imagine that a drilled man i3 therve-
fore a disciplined man.  Now, using the term discipline
in the highest and broadest, and least technical sense of
which 1t is c:npublc I venttre to aflivm that while some
micasure of drill s essential for the beginni g of discipline,
the latter is the bigher and morve essential q]unl\llmtwn for
a soldier.  Drill, however ne cessary, is but the handmaid of
dircipline. Dol is mechanical.  Diseipline is moral and
intelleernal, and enlists in its service the highest mental and
moral qualities. Dl deals with the hands and feet—widh
the motions of the hody.  Discipline relies upon the mind
and the heart. For example, dvill teackes the sentey how
to maoach upon Ius beat, how to carry hix arms, how to
salute, ana how to fultil the various duties ot his post,
Diserpline keeps him at his post even at the peril of his life,
1C makes him feel his vesponsibility, and holds him to his
duty. Tt interests him in the discharge of its most minute
partienlars, and makes him feel a pride in their exace tul-
filment. To guote a well known but striking illusteacion,
drill tingnt the Roman sentry whose remains were lmm«l
in lnm;-«n the mechanieal duties oft his post, but discipline
kept him there, when others fled for their Tives, til! he was

smothered in the dalling ashes which  buricd  the eity.
So. e fater ties, by the means of drill the com-
mander of - the  troops  on board  the  Bitkenhead

wustered his o men upon the deck ot the sinking vessel, but
it was by foree of discipline that the instinet of self pre-
servation was overcome, and those men, nothing but com-
mon  Dritish soldiers, gave an example of heroism  which
shall pever be forgotten And later still, by means of drill,
a Bitish foree was paraded on the banks ot the Nile, hot,
weary, hangry, exhausted with the fatigne of wmarching and
fighting, and the reaction which follows upon such work as
they had just accomplished, ]bll‘(,h(’(] with thirst and within
afew vards of the cool flowing river. But discipline re-
tained them in their ranks, till qnwtl\ and orderly, man by

man, company by company, the word was given for them
to step down and drink ; and not till that word was given
did a man leave his place. It will be observed that in these
cases. as in many more which could be cited, we have the
controlling and ennobling effect ¢t discipline unaided by
excitement or enthusiasm, such as would by caused by
fighting, or vigorons action of any Kind, and thevefore the
highest proof of its power and influence. Tn action, how-
ever, discipline has egnally its part to play, and its duties
to perform. It enforces paticnce under suffering, combines
coolness and intelligence with courage and daring, teach -8
the soldier confidence ir: himself and his comrades, keeps
his mental balance midst excitement and confusion, so that
he knows when to strike, and when to forbear—in short,
makes him such » man that though he may be defeated, he
will never be disgraced.  Proofs of this lie thickly scattered
throughout military history, Tt was move than drill and
physical courage which turned the doubtful combat at
Marston Moor into a decisive victory for the Roundheads.
It was the highest discipline which sustained the British
squares during weary hours of waiting at Waterloo, and
enabled them to hold their ground till the moment for
action arvived. [t was discipline, as well as dvill and
bravery, which triumphed in  rhe tloody combats at
Albuera, Benaco, Fuentes D’Onoro, and elsewhere in the
Peninsula, where every quality of endurance and fortitude,
as well as desperate courage, were successively brought
into play. The converse of my proposition ix easily estab-
lished, and instances will readily ocear to every reader of
history in which the want, or fuilure, of discipline has
rendered fruitless the efforts of men skilled in arms and
full of courage.

Another distinetion between drill and discipline exists in
this : systems of deill are constantly changing ; the princi-
ples of discipline are immatable.  The men who fonght
in the Macedonian phalanx, the Roman legionaries, the
men-at-arms of the middle ages, the mflntlv trained by
Mouk and Leslic, and other ofticers who had learned the act of
war in the Low Countries, the great battlefield and military
school of Burope, the sol llil\()f the Great Frederick, of
Napoleon and of Wellington, had cach and all their systems
of dvilly as widely differing as the weapons they carvied.  But
the same principles of discipline applied to all and will
continue to apply throughout Gil war shall be no move,
Theve is one system of drill for the infantry, another for the
cavalry il a thivd for the wetillery, bat the same discip-
fine for all. Yesterday close order was the rule—to-day
all attacks wre made in loose or open formation.  Move-
ments which were deemed essential o year ago are now

expunged from the red book as valuceless or obsolcte, Still
there is no change in the vules of - discipline. 1 may, how-

ever, reniuk that) as the present wode of  attack in loose
form: ltlnn, and tllv system of fiving suit dhle to it uqluu- the
exeretse of greaten individual inte llw\ nee and independence
of action on the part of the mlh«' , and  therefore more
careful training in drill, so a higher degree of discipline is
necessary than when men fought shoulder to shoulder, and
felt »hie moral support of close contact with their comrades.
I say, advisedly, more ciwreful tradning in dreill, Yecause [ am
aware that theve exists in the minds of some the idea that
skivmishing deill is something cast y learned, and that the
preliminary teaching upon which so much stress is placed
is no longer necessary. 1t is true that preeision of step in
wheeling and marching is not so much as formerly a means
of displayieg the high training of the soldier, but 1 need
scareely tell any one here that we might as well expect ono
who has only learned the alphabet to read at sight as an
undrilled man to make a good skivinisher.

In the foregoing remarks I have endeavoured to point
out the distinctions between dvill and discipline, the one
being mechanical and enanging with the differing conditions
of wartare—the other being mental and moral, and bused
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upon principles that do not change. _While placing due
value upon the impou:tance of this distinction, and placing
discipline upon the higher scale, T would not be understood
as under-estimating the necessity of drill.  Each must co-
operate with the other to make a good soldier. In teaching
drill we teach discipline, and, to a great extent, we teach
discipline by means of drill.  But it is when men are oft
duty, in times of idleness or inaction, that discipline is hard-
est to maintain, and that the effects of good discipline are
most felt. In time of action, whether in the field or on the
parade ground, men’s minds and energies are interested and
occupied, and they arve less inclined to breaches of discipline.
But when pavade is over, or the battle has been fought, and
the idleness of the camp, or the reaction after the excite-
ment of the fight, the intoxication of victory, or the depres-
sion of defeat, the havdships of a weary march, the effect of
bodily suffering, as well as of mental inaction—all these, in
greater or less degree, are the tests of discipline. Asin my
own little expevience I found it harder to keep up discipline
on the plains of Humboldt than when on {he constant watch
for an enemy, so all history teaches that in such times as I
have described, the bonds of discipline are the most quickly
loosened and good order the hardest to maintain.

Now this word discipline, which so far T have been using
without having given any precise definition of it, may be
used in two senses.  Its primary sense, as applied to mili-
tary affairs, means the education of a soldier, apart from
that which we comprehend in the term drill.  We, how
ever, use the term in common parlance, as I have hitherto
been wusing it, in the sense of the rvesult of that education.
We speak of discipline as meaning that condition of obedi-
ence to authority—that survender of one’s own will and
inclination to the will and inclination of another, which is
found essential to the success ot all wartike operations, how.
ever small and however large. It involves to a great extent
the abnegation of our reasoning pow=rs—“ours not to rea-
son why, owrs but to do or die”—yet our reason convinces
us that this snrrender of will, and this abnegation of reason,
is in conformity with reason, and reconciles us to a condi-
tion of things which otherwise would be unendur-
able.  This discipline, or education, hegins with the
enlistment of the soldier.  His first lesson is that of obedi-
ence—obedience to rules, the object of which he may not
understand, but which long experience has found to be
necessary.  His whole lite is guided by rule, and thus
he becomes habituated to discipline so that when the
time for action comes, he is ready to obey as a matter
of conrse, regardless of what to him the resalt of that
obedience  may be, and in learning to obey e
learns also to command.  He finds himself o link in
the great claim of vesponsibility, which binds together the
body, large or small, of which he is a pari, thus enabling it
to act as n machine diveeted by the single will which sets in
motion the whole.  He finds that the discipline of which he
is the subject in some form or other applies to all, from the
bighest to the lowest; that the higher in station the greater
the responsibility, and that cach has his proper function, or
duty, for the performance of which he 1s vesponsible, and
beyond the limits of which he has no vight or power to go.
He is further taught, at any vate he should be
taught, by example, as  well as by precept, that
the obedience he rend: rs should be a willing and cheer-
ful, not a slavish or mechanical ohedience.  And, lastly,
he should learn that, as vart of his obedicice, and as
a necessary consequence upon his act of enlistment, he must
accept all the results of his obedience.  He therefore will
not complain of havdship, will endure suffering without
murmuring, and will forego indulgences or pleasures which
are forbidden.  The higher moral discipline which should
also be inculeated, will teach him to respeet himself as well

. as his superiors.  He will not stain his courage by acts of

cruelty or rapine. He will be temperate in all things. 'The
sense of danger will make him thoughtfui, not reckless. In
short, his discipline will make him a good man as well as a
good soldier. And as each man in the body of which he is
a member, is confident in himself, so each will learn to be
confident in his comrades ; and in nothing is good discipline
more valuable than in the mutual reliance which it causes
in the component pavts of a military force.  Without that
all else is of little value. No matter how brave a man may
naturally be, his courage will fail if he feels 1o confidence
in his right or left hand man, and the same principle will
apply to companies, regiments or brigades.

(To be continued.)

REGIMENTAL.

A Winnipeg correspondent thus writes concerning the
illness of Lt.-Col. Bedson of the 9l1st, an officer whose loss
will be generally deplored :—¢ From good sources I learn it
is only a matter of a short time, eve the force will have to
record the death of one of the most efticient ofticers it has
had. His regiment feel to a man the expectant loss and
many a silent prayer has gone to the Higher Power for his
recovery. Justas he was getting his regiment 1n shape
and being loved by his wmen, the ‘call’ came—but the
¢ final call’ so far has not yet been heard—we hope it wilt
not he.”

An enthusiastic representation of “G” Company, Q.0.R.
of Canada, was assembled at the Union Station, Toronto,
Saturday evening (20th ulv.), for the purpose ol wishing
their comrade, Corp. 0. E. Baynes Reed, “boa voyage”
and every saccess on the occasion of his leaving for Wiuni-
peg to fill an important position in the Molsons Bank
theve.  The boys of ¢ G,” although rvegretting that circum-
stances had arisen to deprive the Company of one of its
squarest men and best of soldiers, did their atmost to shew
by their cordial hand-shaking and cheering that they appre-
ciated men of Corp. Reed’s stamp.

The sevgeants’ mess of the 15th Battalion, Belleville, gave
their annual banguet at the Hub on the 17th ult., and it
proved of such a pleasant character that the next anniver-
sary will be looked forward to with pleasant anticipations.
Mine host Jenkins had the dining hall tastefully decrvated
and (he tables were most tempting in their arvangement.
[t was nine o'clock before the doar opened, a signal for the
onslanght upon the dainties proviled. The menu was
excellent, us it always is when served by this painstaking
caterer, and was discussed  with a keen relish.  Sergt.-
Major Mckae presided.  In the seat of honour to his right
was Col. Loazier, then Capt, J. B, Halliwell.  To his left
Serat.-Major Baker of the 14th, of Kingston, Capt. W. N.
Ponton, Capt. Alex. Robevtson.  Staff-Sergt. Walker,
secretary of the mess, occupicd the vice-chair.

Lt.-Col. J. W. Lewis, Brigade Major of the Third and
Fourth Military Districts, died at his resideuce in Brock-
ville on the 21st ult.  Me was in excellent health until
about two weeks hefore.  While on a tour of inspection in
the actual discharge of his official duties he caught a seveve
cold which settled on his system and resulted in death.  Col,
Lewis was born in Treland 53 yecars ago.  He came from
noted military stock, his tather and grandfither having been
distinguished officers in the British army.  His father was
a cousin of Lord Rossmore.  When 19 years of age he
entercd the army as an ensign in the Forticth Rediment,

WE cheerfully recommend any preparation that stands as high as
SLOCUM'S OXYGUNIZED EMULSION of PURE COD LIVER
OIL. It has crept into the confidence of the public solely through its
merits.  For wasting diseases of throat or lungs all druggists will testify
to its cfficacy,
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and shortly afterwards went to New Zealand, where he re-
mained 12 years, during which time he was exchanged to
the 65th Regiment and promoted to a capraincy. He went
through the campaign against the Maoris in that count-y,
was twice promoted for gallantry, and obtained the New
Zealand medal. In 1886 he rveturned to lreland. In 1872
ke sold out his commission and came to (fanada, settling in
Toronto, where he joined the York Rangers, of which regi-
ment he was made adjutant.  In 1883 he was made brigade-
major for District No. 4, with headgquarters at Ottawa,
About five years later, when districts three and four were
united, he became brigade major of both and then moved to
Brockville, whaie he has since remained.  He was an en-
tnusiastic soldler and a great favourite among the military
of the district. The prem: ntm'ede.\th of Lt.-Col. Lewis brings
to mind the coincidence that Lt.-Col. Lamontagne, who was
Deputy Adjutant General of the Fourth District when Col.
Lewis was Brigade Major, has also died since his v moval.

Col. Fred. Massev was paid a high compliment last night.
He bas commanded his regiment for several yews. the
Sixth Fusiliers mantaining a very high state of efficiency
under his direction. The officers ana men have not heen

slow to observe Colonel Massey's zeal for the gallant corps,

which under Colonels Martin and Gardner, respectively,
achieved so much that any regiment may well be proud of.
He bore his part well in aiding their success then, and it is
gratifying to notice the warm and hearty manner in which
the regiment now recognizes his efforts as commanding
oflicer.  Last night a number of the officers and friends of
Colonel and Mrs. Massey assembled in the Colonel’s resi-
dence, when Captain McLaren presented to Mrs. Massey a
life-like puinting by Harris, of Col. Massey, in full uni-
form, standing by his charger. Capt. McLaren said a few
words, and Major Seath read an address expressing to Col.
Massev the estecm they all felt for him as an officer and a
gentleman. The address is signed by Major Seath, Col.
Gardner and Sergt.-Major Dennison, for the non-cemmis-
sioned officers and men of the regiment. Col. Massey, in
a short speech, acknowledged the kindness which had vrged
the regiment’s gift to Mrs. Massey, holding that the honour
of commaunding so fine a body of men amply vepaid all his

efforts. The band then played “ For he's a jolly good fel-
low.” Cheers were given for the Colonel and Mrs. Massey,

and Col. Gardner, Col. Sinton, Sevgt.-Major Dennison, Col.
Lyman, Col. Twrnbull and Major Vidal, of Toronte, each
spoke briefly, cheers for the Queen closing the proceedings.
— Horntreal Witness, Dec. 30th.

MAYNARD, HARRIS & CO,,
Military and Cwil Service Qutfitters,

CONTRACTORS AND AGEN'TS,

126 and 127 Leadenhall Street, London, England

(ESTABLISHED SIXTY YEARS.)
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