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PSALM XVIII.

No change of times shall ever shock
My firm affection, Lord, to Thee ;
For Thou hast always been a rock,

A fortress and defence to me.

Thou my deliverer art, my God,

My trust is in Thy sovereign power
Thou art my shield from foes abroad,
At home my safeguard and my tower.

To God T raade my mournful prayer,
To God addressed my humble moau,
Who graciously inclined His ear,
And heard me from His holy throne.
For God's designs shall still succeed,
His Word will bear the utmost test,
He's a strong shield to all that need,
Aud on His sure protection rest.

‘Who then deserves to be adored,

But God, on whom my hopes depend,
For who, except the mighty Lord,

Can with resistless dpowex- defend?

et the eternal Lord be praised,

The Rock on whose dcfence 1 rest,

O'er bighest heavens His name be raised,
Who me with His salvation blessed.

—MarrHEw Hasry, Comp]
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF CHUROUH EXTENSION.

Among some of the lower types of animal life we find what are called
gemmiparous and fissiparous re-production.  Gemmiparous re-production
i3 that which multiplies the animal by the development not of an egg or
embryo, but of a bud upon the surface of the parent. The bud remains united
Dby its base to the parent stem for a shorter or longer period, and gradually
attains perfection. The re-production called fissiparous, takes place not by
buds but by divisions. A well known naturalist thus briefly describes the
process: A cleft or fissure at some point of the body takes place, very
slight at first, but constantly increasing in depth, so as to become a deep
furrow, like that observed in the yolk, at the beginning of embryonic
development ; at the same time the contained organs are divided and become
double, and thus two individuals are formed of one, so similar to each other
that it is impossible to say which is the parent and which is the offspring.”
What is true of these lower forms of life is also true of the highest created
form of spiritual life, the Church of God.

The same phenomena are observable in the plant world. A single
vegetable cell floats in the water, or lies upon the surface of marshy ground.
By subdivision it adds cell to cell until the single one is lost in the longline
of its descendants. These again multiply in another direction, until the line
itself is lost and a great expanse is covered with the product of the single cell.
So the Churches of the world have grown from the little company that fol-
lowed Jesus of Nazareth, the Church’s King and Head. The little one has
become a thousand, the small one a strong nation.

There was a time_when progress was made principally by simple evan-
gelization. The apostles went with the seed of the kingdom, which is the

Word of God, and sowed it broadeast in the great centres of population,
Antioch, Ephesus, Philippi, Corinth and Rome. This was the formation of
the original cells. It was by division that the Churches were multiplied;
centralization, so much to be desired, in some respects, at a time when mutual
support and sympathy were most needed, would have been the death of the
infant cause. A single persecution might have svept it away. The
seattering, not only of teachers and officers, but of private members of the
Church, was a division for the sake of multiplication. In many a house, far
irom the place where the Word by the apostle first brought quickening tothe
heathen city, in rural seclusions and neighboring towns and villages, twos
and threes cut off from the central fold became large flocks, well worthy of
a shepherd’s care.  In heathen lands we must still evangelize, or sow the
‘Word in order to extend the bounds of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; and that
same Word of which God’s sons and daughters are begotten, must also be
the means for up-building the Church wherever it 1s planted. But the
Chureh itself which has received the engrafted Word that is able to save the
soul, in which the Word lives and energizes, that Church by itself must carry
on its own extension. There is life, if it be a true Church, not only in its
head or Minister, in its arms or Elders and other office-bearers, but in every
part. Take a fresh water polype and divide it into as many unmangled
pieces as you may, each one of these will become a perfect animal. Such
has been the experience of the Church in all ages of its history, and in every
land. Especially is it tine of a new country such as this in which our
Chureh is placed.

Our Church members do not understand or appreciate this truth. A
destitute region in a city forces itself upon the notice of a Christian congre-
gation or community. It is decided that sumething should be done for the
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extension of true religion there. Money is subscribed, a suitable man
looked out, and a Committee appointed to take the oversight of the district
till it can help itself, This is very good so far as it goes, but it does not go
far enough. Viewed from the stand point of the congregation that begins
the work, this is neither gemmiparous nor fissiparous reproduction. Jtis one
of two things ; the nursing of a chance germ that happens to lie in that
region, or the endeavour by the preaching of the Word to create such a
germ. Now no amount of faith in the Word of God ordinarily justifies in
neglecting the use of means. If I })lant an exotic in the rough svil of my
garden, it is possible that it may flourish owing to favorable circumstances
of sunshine and rain. But if I bring about its reots much of its native soil,
I need not fear for its growth. So, with the truth we carry into a desert
neighborhood, it Lecomes us, where possible, to carry, some of the soil which
the heavenly plant has made its own. That soil is the hearts and lives of
the true mem{;ers of the Church.

It is becoming respectable for city Churches, in at least three cities of
Ontario and Quebec, to have missions. That it is so, is an exceedingly
gratifying sign. The manner in which these missions are treated is not so
gratifying. They are frequently patronized, almost invariably indeed. Far
be it from us to dis§arage the liberality of our Church office-bearers and
members, or deprive them of the praise which their well-meant and often
very cflicient services deserve. Would that their spirit were more general
in all the cities and towns of our land. But in the work of Christ we must
not let well alone. “Here all our gifts imperfect ave,” is a call towards
perfection, as well as a fitting confession that we are unprofitable servants.
We are only beginning our education in the work of Church extension. Let
the {uture history of our Canada Presbyterianism show that we are apt
scholars,

Has the patron of a Mission Church ever asked himself what right he
has to demand that a minister, at least his equal in culture and social stand-
ing, should make personal and family sacrifices for a new cause among a
humble class of people not yet blessed with the highest type of Christian
character, while he stands aloof? His influence, if identified with such a
congregation, would be almost as important as the minister’s ; his means, or
that part of them generously set apart for the support of ordinances, the
mere excess of which now flows into the poor treasury, would be a muost
valuable assistance to a struggling cause; he would reproduce his own
Christian character over and over again as he never could do in the consoli-
dated worth of which he is a unit. The complaint we hear from most
Mission Churches is that men of administrative ability, of Christian gifts and
social standing, almost essential for the prosperity of the cause, are wanting,
1t is frequently impossible to find material of the right quality for the for-
nl\lation of a session as well as men in the management who will devise liberal
things.

‘rom the very heart of the population in the midst of which a Mission
Church is placed, pious and respectable families wend their way on the
Sabbath to distant Churches, %z;sshug their humbler brethren on the way,
who cannot get r*d of the idea that caste is part of modern Presbyterianism,
and saddening the heart of the minister, who, with their aid would
see his way to a success that now baffles his utmost zeal to attain.
Aid and encouragement rendered to sach a church in other ways will not
atone for want of identification with it in all its interests. To act as assessor
with the Session, as teacher in the Sabbath School,or as adviser in finance,is

{
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an insufficient sacrifice. It is often worse than this, a very aggravation of the
evil circumstances of the congregation, a standing memorial of ecclesiastical
pauperism,

It is a great sacrifice to leave an old and well established congregatien,

a minister to whom one is attached, a communion of saints in which for
many years the highest spiritual joys have been experienced, tven a Chureh
edifice that one may huve largely contributed to erect or beautify. There
can be no doubt that it is a sacrifice.  But our religion calls us to sacrifice.
1t is not’a necdless or unprofitable act of self-abnegation, It one that the
prosperity of the Church urgently demands, and one that will undoubtedly
bear great fruit. Not simply will God’s kingdom and glory be advanced, bt
the spiritnal good of the agent along with them, for our good and God’s
glory go together. He who fails to obey the call that sends him forth, even
as a private Christian, into & new sphere of labor and influence, may find
too late that he has missed the turning peint in his own life that leads to
highest prospexity. Many congregations that have stored up for themselves
all their wealth of Church membership, pulling down their barns and build-
ing greater, have found in the end that J)\e very lack of such division as we
have indicated leads to divisions of another kind.

The philosophy of Church extension is fissiparous re-production, multi-
lication {:y division, The division may be very small, but let it be a real
ivision—not of money, of effort, cf countenance, but of Church members

and office-bearers. 'When a minister or missionary is asked to go to a new
field of labor, let some of those earnest Christians who reside within it or in
close proximity to it, cast in their lot with him and with the people he- may
gather together. When this is the rule we shall have no more weak or
unsatisfactory city missions, but every one of them will itself become a
parent Church, until Christianity, and our true apostolic form of it, cover
every corner of our wide Dominion.

Missionary Intelligence.

FREE OHURCH MISSIONS.

Mr. Moody Stuart has issued an appeal for funds to build a church as
a memorial of the 4,000 Protestant martyrs entombed in the year 1420 in
the silver mines of Kuttenberg, by Sigismund the perjured Bohemian king,

The students of the new College, Edinburgh, are endeavoring to raise
sufficient means for erecting a church and theological institution at Aad-
bajar, in Bithynia, under the care of Pastor Alexander Djejizian.

Dr. and Mxs, Murray Mitchell, so well know in connection with the
Calcutta Mission, have returned to Scotland for their kealth after a lorg
and laborious term of service.

Mr. Tomory, Missionary to the Jews at Galata, reports interesting
progress in the work of education. He says :—“ Two recent cases are men-
tioned in the last annual report of the well-known mission in Kishinew, in
Bessarabia. Three years ago a girl that was in Miss Henry’s class said one
day to her,— I love the Lord Jesus; I would like to hear more about
him.? Of course an especial interest was taken in the child, and she
visited Miss Henry on the Saturdays, and at other times. She read pri-
vately the Bible, and other Christian books But the remarkable thing
was that at that very time her father was an inquirer in Kishinew, and was

.
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baptized there that winter. The longing in the child was surely in answer
to prayer. The father came here, and wished to fetch the whele family to
Kishinew ; but the wife opposed it. We helped him to get away Bertha ;
a year or two later he got away the boy. The mother is now dead, but the
two children are baptized, and well cared for in a Christian boarding-school
at Kishinew. Bertha will be about thirteen, and may turn out a promising
useful woman. Such cases are calculated to encourage our teachers, and
those especially interested in school-work. The new appointed teacher
will find on her arrival that she comes to a rcady field, and to a popular
school.  Mr. Leonhardt visits every Saturday among the parents, and feels
greatly encouraged in his work.”

Encouraging intelligence comes from many of the Free Church Mission
Stations on the Clontinent. The following is a fair sample,

*CanyEs.—The generous gift of a pluce of worship by Admiral and
Mis. Pakenham, has put as in possession of a commodious church, and as
the transfer has been completed, it is now the actual property of the Free
Church of Scotland. We need not say that the services of Mr. Grant of
Ayr, during the winter, have been highly valued. In a recent letter Mr.
Grant says :—

“Though many of mjy hearers have left Cannes, their places are more
than filled by new comers, . The ¢chapelle’ is now full on Sabbaths, and
half full at the praye: meeting on Thursdays. My conﬂregation wished me
to have a forenoon service also; but until the ‘ chapelle ” was really ours,
we could not well movein the matter. And at last we thought it better
not to disturb the French congregation for the sake of six weeks. But Lord
Dalhousie has kindly opened his drawing-room for a service at 11.45.
With thisand three prayer meetings my hands are full. But it is pleasant
to find the people so greedy of the word. I am every day more dee{)ly interes-
ted with my work here, not only in the public meetings but still more with
private conversation with individuals.” ’

The following is an extract from a letter written by a young lady who
has been visiting the Zenanas of India:—“ The second house we visited was
exceedingly interesting to me, there was such a number of nice, pretty young
creatures in it. I felt so sorry not to be able to speak to them. Though
not rich, they belong to a {ﬁgh caste Brahmin family. Any rich ladies
coming to see them, Miss —— says, have to make a very low obeisance, and
touch the feet of every female member of the family. We shook hands
with all the young ones—the older generation_ deeming the touch of our
hands pollution to them, after which they would have needed to wash, be-
fore they would feel comfortable in mind or body. As on a previous visit,
we found them, on entering, all scated on the floor, to the number of nine
—all pupils of Miss . They were dressed to receive us, and all seemed
very glad to see us. Among these nine are the mothers of some of them.
All read Bengalee ; and two are learning English. Both have made wonder-
ful progress cohu*ing the year they have been studying it ; and by the way
they read to us out of their lesson-book, it was evident they quite under-
stood what they read, It was their own request to learn our language, and
they seem very fond of it, and anxious to get on. One lady showed me her
copy-book, and her English writing she has just begun ; and the A’s and
B's, strokes and turns, she is busy over, are every bit as creditable a3 those
we see at home. All are not equally far on, so they form different divisions ;
and the daughter of the native pastor of —— takes charge of some of
the less advanced ones, allowing Miss —— to devote herself to those further
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on, and more able to profit by her instructions. They all read the Bible, of
which they have copies in Bengalee ; and Miss —— says that, for Hindus,
they are not only not opposed,%ut even favorably inclined, to Christianity
—interested in 1t, anxious to receive instruction, and always glad to see her.
Thi must indeed be encouraging to her in her laburs, which she carries on
with so much devotion and ability. One old lady—the mother I spoke of
before—comes in unly to the Bib{e-remling, and listens very attentively—
and has even committed some texts and verses to memory.

Mr. Cooper of Nagpure, repurts the baptism of an old woman of sixty
and a lad of fifteen, and Dr. Mitchell gives the fullowing staicinent of P. K.
Vishwas, a respectable Hindov, whom he baptized at Calcutta, shortly
before Jeaving :—

. STATEMENT.—“I am an inhabitant of Caleutta. I begto state that I
was trained up in missionary and other schools, during which time [ had
careful instruction in the Christian religion. Butassoon as I entered into
business life, I was misled by some bad companions. In the meantime the
thought suddenly arose in my mind, ‘What is our life! Whence are we
come ! Where shall wego? What shall be the resultin the end # These
thoughts led me to recollest different passages of the Bible ; and I used to
attend Dr. Mitchell, who has carefully cxp?ained in various ways the truth
of the Christian religion. Also, [ had the impression from my school liie
that there is no other truc religion for the obtaining of salvation and cter-
nal happiness. Some time ago I concluded to enbrace the Christian reli-
gion with my wife and children ; but owing to some causes I dared not
to confess openly ; I thought, the matter (of baptism) is very little, as He
knows everything which passes in our hearts, and also because religion is
not for show before men, but to worship the almighty and everlasting
God, our Father. But now, heartily repenting for my past sins, I desire
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour.

“P. K. Visawas.”

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS.

The prospects of the United Presbyterian Missivns in Japan, arve ex-
ceedingly favorable. Already, the sum of forty-five thousand dollars has
been subscribed, and before lung, we shall hear of missionaries on their
way to this important field of labor.

The following is part of a communication to the U, D. Missionary
Record, from Mr. Anderson, of Duke Town, Old Calabar:—

¢ The writer of this is a son of the late King Eyamba, Ile was bap-
tized in September last. He seems a promising young man, although no
great scholar as yet. A little sauciness on the part of several of cur young
15 what he refers to in introducing Peter. A,

¢ Rev, WiLLiaM ANDERSON,—Sir, I havewent to Aqua last Sunday, of
which I meet all of the gentlemen in the house. I therefore oppen in” St
John, ch. iii. v, 16. and Teach them the word of God. After mny return I
past at Twin Town and collect four man ; oppen the same place, and Teach
them, but Sir, I am very sorry to hear this word which I heard in the meet-
ing yesterday, for L wish you with all Blesing not to vex with your peopls,
for they are your Children. You can See in Mattew c. 26. v. 69, how
Peter came to denide Christ, but after he come to his sence he was as-
tonish to Sce what he has done in v. 75. '

“I have went to Aqua not for my own heart sake, but what I read in
Jolin 15. vas 16.—1I remain yours truly, JouN EvauBa’”
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A project iz on foot to educate the natives of Jamaica and Ol Cala-
gartat some of the theclogical institutions for coloured menin the United

tates,

Mr. Traill, missionary at Jeypor, Rajpootana, sends an interesting ac-
vlnurzit of a Brahmin convert. He says, speaking of the convert, Gunga Par
shard :—

“From hearing the @ospel, he began to doubt the truth of such teaching ;
aud the more he heard and thought, the more his former ideas got confused.
He came to me, therefore, to be my scholar—to get assistance in his search
for some solid ground to stand on ; he felt that on all sides there were so’
many difficulties which his own system conld not soive. I promised that
morning, with the help of God, to give him all the help I could to put him
in possession of Divine truth. It wasno easy task,as you can see, for
his mind was already full. He was sincere, honest, docile, and had some
understanding.  We had many hard battles to fight between the wisdom of
man and God’s way of salvation. He was often startled as he came
to look upon man and himself 23 God sees us. I took him at onceto
the light of the cross, as it alone can drive away the darkness of the soul
and £ill it with light ; it alone can reveal the true nature and perfections
of God and our relation to Him ; it alone ean throw light on the myster
of our being, and answer ‘the questions which every earnest soul will
ask: What am I? Why am I? Whither axx Igoing ? In the light of the
cross I showed him our lost and undone state, how terrible a thing sin is, and
how utterly helpless we are without a Saviour.

“He was filled with delight when he saw the true way to salvation. He
was rejoiced to find that his Creator was his loving God and Saviour.
‘When he saw that sin wasa reality, and had such far-reaching penalties,
such passages as ‘God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have “ever-
lasting life,” were very precious to him. He often exclaimed, ‘T must tell
all I know about this, that they may come intomyjoy I need not say
this change was gradual, and that this progress was not made without many
struggles. His old ideas were coutinually cropping up.  This is notstrange,
for o babe in Christis not a man ina short time, either in knowledge or
perfection.

“He read with me about two hours daily, and what we wentJover and
explalned he again revised, and prepared more for next day. He was
very anxious for baptism, and in the beginning of December, when his
knowledge seemed to justify it, he received it. = Since then he has been
regularly taught as before.

“Of late he has been going into the city to preach, or to visit the houses
of his old friends, to speak to them of Christ. Those who meet him in the
bazaar, ete. are of two kinds. Those who despise him and sneer at him
for forsaking his religion  Again, there are those who wish to hear what he
has found. “You,’ they say, ‘were our griiril, our God, as it were; what
have you found to make you fursake your religion and become one of the
despised ¥ He answers them very well ; and a  lis knowledgeland power
inereases, we expect him tu be a most useful worker for Christ. He greatly
delights in the work, and he has been accustumed to such work all his life.”
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IRISE PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS,

Mr. Taylor, Missionary at Borsud reports no fewer than fifty-cight
baptisms in the month of March of the present year. Of those baptized
forty were adults and eighteen children. He is expecting a still more
extensive revival, meanwhilehe is busy reading and translating the Con-
fession of Faith and Pilgrim’s Progress. The tollowing account ot work
among the Dheds, a peculiar Indian tribe, is not without interest,

“ The Dheds are subdivided into something like clans.  Up till no,
with one solitary exception, our influence has extended only over one clan.
But last week we were able to break fresh ground in a new clan. The work
~ among them is too fresh to be considered anything but tentative as yet, but

yet a short account of it will be interesting to our people at home, and give
them an idea of one of the ways in which the ficld opens up.  About four
weeks ago we had @ visit from rather a peculiar-looking man, evidently of
very excitable temperament, with a strong dash of self-assurance.  He
attended our service, and immediately declared his resolution to become a
Visvasi, 2.¢., Believer—the common designation of Christians in this part
of the country. He invited Desai and some more of our people to come
over and see his village. They went, and found he was a sort of priest, the
owner of a little house which he had dedicated to Mata, the favorite god.
dess of the people, and a man of some influence in his clan. He took the,
Christians into what may, by courtesy, be called the temple, though it is a
wretched hut, consecrated to Mata. He turned the idol out, and bundling
up all the symbols and instruments of worship, &c., handed them over to
Desai, and declared that henceforth he and the place should be devoted to
Christ. He then began to speak very demonstratively, and proceeded to
detail a great variety of notions, many of which were anything but Christian.
This brought Desai out, wlho took the opportunity of describing what
Christianity and the Gospel required ; and the man was rather taken aback.
Next Sabbath he returned with his two children, whom he said he wished
to leave in our charge to be brought up as ¢ proper Christians, and also
begged that we would open a school in his village. He offered the said hut,
or temple, for a school, or residence for a native teacher, and he would
himself guarantee the fees of twenty scholars. Desai visited the village
again, and found that the mw was preparing to carry out his word, and
had engaged the scholars that should attend the school , and as Desai could
not stay then, having important work in another direction, at Anund, I
sent Girdhee, another of our native teachers, and the only man I can spare.
The village glories in the name of Mujkno, and is only seven miles from
Borsud ; T went to visit it yesterday. There were 22 children in the school,
of whom five had already learned to read. You will say learned to read in
aweek ! Yes. To learn to read in Gujarati is a very different thing from
the same operation in English, The Alphabet is phonetic and sylilabic,
and a man or child has only to learn the letters and he is ready, as far as
the mere reading is concerned, for any book in the language. The great
toil and trouble necessary for English boys in learning how to spell, is
entirely saved to Gujarati scholars. The other children were in different
stages of forwardness with the alphabet. I liad a good audience among the
people, and several promised to come to the service here on Sabbath.  In
all this there may be a good deal of mere excitement, but I hope there is
also that which will give us a firm hold upon this clan also.”

Mr. Waddell, missionary in Spain, has taken up the schoolsat Cordova
which Mr. Tugwell the Episcopal missionary, was compelled to abandon, so
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that the expectations of the Romanists in that quarter have been disappuinted.

Mr. Pons, evangelical minister in Verona, describes a funeral, the first
Protestant funeral, which he conducted in Roveredo. He says: ¢ To reach
the cemetery, it was necessary to cross a great part of the town. Whoever
was ot in the streets was at the windows, and I could even see persons
dressed as invalids looking out to see the new spectacle. Here & husband
heckons to his wite, saying:  ¢Come, he will preach again at the cemetery.’
There, a boy calls out to his father : ¢ Papa, if you wish to hear a prayer in
Italian, run quick.” Further on, one exclaimed : ¢ This pleases me.” Pre-
sently two young men came up and asked me respectfully : ““Where are
the torches ¥”  Pointing them to the sun, which was just sinking below the
horizon, I said : ¢ That 1s my torch.” .

“Arrived at the graveyard, all that crowd ran round me, eager to hear
the Gospel. I read the Lith chapter of St. John and explained "the words
of the 25th verse :—‘I am the resurrection and the life.” My discourse
was listened to with the greatest attention and respect. Many of the by-
standers were visibly affected, and all seemed hungering and thirsting for the
truth. I ended my prayer with the Pater Noster and the Dbenediction. I
had scarcely finished when one exclaimed : ¢ I understand—I have a soul
that does net die, a God who loves me, a Saviour who has redeemed me,
and will raise me again—enough.” Another added : ¢We never heard
these things before, and who knows when we shall have the pleasure of
hearing them again” ¢ This is a beautiful, simple, true, and comforting
religion,’” said a third. These words were the spontaneous manifestations of
a people delighted and moved by the proclamation of this truth. Both the
authorities and the population of this town of 12,000 inhabitants, deserve
our lively gratitude and thanks.”

General Religions Yntelligenee,

“ A few years sinee,” says & writer in the IWedly Reciew, “a Japancse
of high rank was sent to Europe with sixteen native youths, who were to be
educated for their country’s service.  Omne of these, o graduate of Oxford, is
Mr. Arinori Mori, now Japanese Minister at Washington, T.S. It is grati-
tying to know that the influence of Mr. Mai is favorable to Christianity.
In a work ot about 250 pages prepared by him for Japanese readers, he has
given a full account of the various religious sects. Although he is very
guarded in his language, he presents Christianity in a favorable light, and
1> anxious to point out the distinction between Protestants and Roman
Catholics ; and it is gratifying to see he fustens the odium of the ancient
intrigues against his country upon the Jesuits, to whom alone it belongs,
In this work selections are made from the most conspicuous of our Saviour's
teachings. *The increasing influence of the Bible, he adds, ‘is marvel-
lously great—penctrating everywhere. It carries with it a tremendous
power of freedumn and justice, guided by a combined furce of wisdom and
guodness.’ Such testimony from one occup) ing his pusition to his own people is
most valuable. Judging from the influence of Mr. Mori, what may we not
expect from the hundreds of youths who are now following his example in
secking an education in Christian countries, and especially in the United
States of America !
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“ Never before has such a spirit of inguiry Leen shuwn by any nation ;
never before have a people so frankly admitted their inferiority and their
desire to emulate uws.  Iwakura, the chief ambassador in this country,
recently remarked : ¢ We came fdr enlightenment, and gladly find it here.
Journeying eastward from the ¢ Empire of Sunri-¢’ towards the sunrising, we
find everpwlicie a new sumise beyond the une we had enjoyed before. New
kuowledge rises daily Lefure us; and when a completed trip shall have
passed in1eview an encircled globe, shadl guther together our treasures of
novledge, remenbering that however we have advaneed towards the sources
of light, cacli onward step has revealed a fudther step heyond.” ?

The Evangelicul Socicty of Geneva has been carrying on a good work
of colportage in France. .

In Frauce, says the Jast circalar of the suciety, the hopes of a good sale,
which we lately expressud, have begun to Le realised, notwithstanding the
colstant vppusition of the pricsts. e cannut, however, conceal from ovr-
selves that & stori is brewing.  Not enly is a_ vary strict law formerly
passed in reference to political writings applied to our work, but the
Minster of the {nterior, M, de Goulard, has just adidressed to the Prefeets
an vrder enforcing the 1igorous vbseivance of a law, in virtue of which no
une can distuhute worhs of any sort without the Prefeet’s authority.  This
applies to every kind of distribution, occasional, stated, gratuitous, or by
sale, 1 the hvuse ‘or on the highway, and includes buvks which are not
prohibited or contain no bad matter.

The worthings of this law were expetienced in person by Mr. Dardier,
the director of vw culportage, as he himself describes ;—

Un the 21st November, I was going frum Geneva to Bourg, bringing
with me 50U tracts against diunkentess, for distribution. T thought te do
a good work by attacking a vice whose ravages arc so great that the
Natwual Asseanbly has thought it its daty to legislate against it.  But
alas ! I was to lewn, to my cost, that what I might do without interference
in Italy or Spain is impossible in France without a patent—a formal per-
mission from the Prefects and a passport from a sort of tribunal established
at Paris under the name of the Consvrafe. At the ~tation of Coloz T got
out of the trin, and as I was distributing my little books, a person
dressed as & gentleman, without any sutt of uniform, declared that T was
breaking the Lu‘, aud desited me to remain till he had received instructions
regarding me.  These instructions ordered my arrcst, and from the hands
of the Commiissary of Police I passed to the barracks of the gendarmerie,
where 1 was made to vccupy the cell of sccurity so called, —an unbealthy
cellar, fit enough fur pigs or cows, not for men. I was conducted the follow-
ing day by twou pulicumnen to the prison of Belley. After an inquiry betore
the Procureur-General I was released under Lail of 500 francs.

On the 1st December Mr. Dardier appeared before the Correctional
Tribunal of Belley, charged with offering books without permission. The
public prosecutor reminded the magistrates that in 1855 the defendant had
been convicted at Gex, because whilst going from Geneva (where he was &
student) to Fernex he was found to be carrying (not distributing) eight
religious books. A severe penalty was demanded ; but the Bench, seeing
many extenuating circumstances in the case, did not condemn Mr. D. to
prison, but onliy toa fine of 100 frsncs (£4). On appeal, the fine was
reduced by hall, as it appeared that the books were perfectly moral, and
conceived in an excellent spirit.”

Mr. Vernier,a Swiss missionary in Tahiti, describes an awakening which
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had taken place thronghout a great part of the island, and swhich the Queen
herself had zealously aided by her addresses to the people. A chief, called
Aitoa, gives an account of one of her allocutions as follows :—

“ District of Paoa, 29th April, 1872.

“To Messrs. Green and Vernier, servants of the Most High God.

“T salute you and your families in the Lord Jesus. I wish to inform
you of the circumstances that have vccurred with us at Paca. On Sunday,
26th inst., at.eight o’clock in the evening, the church of this district, the
brethren and sisters of Papéété and the members of the royal family, met in
the house of prayer tv meditate on the Word of God. At ten o'clock, her
Majesty Queen Pomaré IV. stood up and began to proclaim the Divine
vracles. The fullowing are the texts she dwelt on in her discourse: ¢Iwas
glad when they said unto me: Let us go up to the house of the Lord;’ ¢ Pray
without ceasing ;* ¢ Continue in the faith grounded and settled ; ¢ What,
then 7 Shall we sin, because we are not under the law but under grace?
God forbid.’

“O servants of God! our hearts are filled with satisfaction, with joy
and Lappiness, because vur Queen, who former]y never exhorted us from the
Divine Word, now gives as this commandment— Continue grounded and
settled in the faith.

‘:’Such isour news. The Church is powerfully enceureged and quick-
ene

On another occasion the Queen entertained a number of pastors and
deacons. who had assembled for conference at Papéété. Pomaré would not
sit down, but presided herself over the serving at the table. At the conclu-
sion, she said, with a voice full of emotion,—*“I have no greater joy than to
behold my children walking in truth.”

It 18 not long since the sovereigns of Tahiti treated their subjects as vile
slaves, What a social reformer is the Gospel !

MEETING OF ENGLISHE PrzsBYTERIAN SyNoD.—The English Presby-
terian Synod held its Annnal Meeting at Newcastle, The reports on Home
Mission work and on Foreign Missions were satisfactog and encouraging.
It ap that so far as Home Mission work is concerned, no denomination
is making such rapid progress as the Presbyterian Church ; their Chwrches
having been trebled in number in the course of twenty-one years. The
Sustentation Fund scheme appears to be favorably inaugurated. The Union
Question occupied much of the attention of the Synod. The report on Union
was given in by Rev. Dr. Anderson of Morpeth. Itanticipated the consum-
mation of the Union in 1874. After a discussion, the adoption of a motion
in favor of Union was carried by & vote of 157 to 6.

‘While we write the General Assemblies in Scotland, as also in the
TUnited States, are in Session. 'We wait with anxiety to hear of the issue of
the Union Question in Scotland.
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Fone Geclesinsticnl Pntelligenee,

Rev. DrR. Waters.—It is with very sincere pleasure that we have
learned that the Rev. Dr. Waters has declined the call to Brooklyn, N. Y.

Tue MEeeTiNG oF AssEMBLY.—The Assembly meets inCooke’s
Church, on the evening of the 3rd June. Important matters will be under
consideration. We suggest to all our people the desirableness of much
carnest prayer for the guidance of the Supreme Head of the Church. Weare
all too apt to forget the importance of this. Let usall really honour the
great Head by recognizing His presence and looking for the grace and
wisdom which we so much need and which He is both able and willing to
imparj.

DELEGATES T0 THE AssEMBLY.—Dr. Eadie and Prof. Calderwood come
as Delegates to our Assembly from the United Presbyterian Church in
Scotland. We expect also a deputation from the English Presbyterian
Church consisting of Rev. Mr. Thain Davidson, of London, and Rev. P.
F. McLeod of Biﬁ{enlxead; and also deputations from several of the Presby-
terian Churches in the United States.

Rockwoon.—dr. Alexander Nairn, of Rockwood, Ont., very generously
presented the Congregation of the Canada Presbyterian Chureh of that place,
with a very valuable Silver Communion Service. It is with feelings of
pleasure we commend the spirit of liberality which actuated a zealous and
:éf:tive member to the bestowal of such an acceptable and useful gift.—

o,

Rev, J. NisBeT.—The foliowing sums have been received by the Rev.
James Nisbet for the Saskatchewan Mission, and to defray travelling expen-
ses in attending mectings :

MAY, 1873.

Bowmanville ..c.ciiiiiieies tiiiianiarie s crreraeennens s s aeenns S12 15
Peterbore’ Mission S. S..cviiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiieniieniiieninen 7 8
A. 8. C.& A. D. Ferrier, Esq., Fergus..occoevevvveeenees 4 00
AvOnAale....ceiinn ciei i seereeeerraeeeeee e aressanns 5 00

do Mr. R.. O PR PPPTPR ¢ I 1.\
Thames Road...ccceueieieiiiinioiiiiieninee s cerneensanerannsees 4 20
B2 E15) TS PR PP 2 00
Norval (less discount on American silver). . ........oue.s 6 03

Union Church (less discount) 11 29
DoxarioNs oF CLOTHING, &C., FOR THE MISSION.
Kingston, per Rev. P. Gray—a parcel

Belleville, a Lox, value..cccoceeeiiereernacennnne

Madoc, & PAreel.c.. . iveiiiiiiiiiiaiiet teeennereraaeenneaanns

Erskine Church, Montreal, Dorcas Society, a box...... 213 11
Knox Church, “ « “ “ 46 58
Cote St. Church ~ « « « « 78 99%
Clinton Ladies’ Society, a DoX....cveien covverennenn.

ALLDANK S. S.y 8 BOX .+ eereeeroeooremssorsoiisosssesnans
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SYNOD OF TORONTO.

ABSTRACT.

The} Synod of Toronto, of the Canada Presbyterian Chureh met within
Gould Strect Presbyterian Chureh, Toronto, on Monday the 31st day of March,
1873, at half past seven o'clock, p.m., and was opened with an appropriate
sermon, on Luke xxiv, 43-47, by the rotiring moderator, the Rev. R. H. Thornton,
D.D., who thereafter constituted the Synod by prayer.

= The roll was then called. About 60 ministers and 40 clders attended the
several sederunts.

The usual summary statement of the changes affecting the roll since last
meeting was submitted.

After a short address from the retiring moderator, the Synod proceeded to
clect 2 moderator.

It was moved and seconded, that Mr. R. Monteath, minisfer without charge,
be moderator of Synod.

Jt was moved in amendment, and seconded, that Mr. John Paterson, of
Bobceaygeon, be s l]))pointed moderator of Synod.

On the vote being taken, the amendment was carried.

By the cordial consent of the court, the clection of Mr. Paterson was made
unanimous, whereupon he tuok the clair, and thanked the Synod for the honor
conferred upon him.

The thanks of of the court were given to Dr. Thornton, the retiring moder-
ator, for the efficient discharge of his duties, and for his able and suitable dis-
course.

On the report of the Business Committee, the members composing the Com-
mittee of Bills and Overtures were appointed, as well as the several committees for
the examination of the respective Presbytery records.

Arrangements were made for the diets of Synod for business.

Members of the other Synods present at any of the sederunts, were invited to
sit as corresponding members.

The Presbyteries comprising the Synod, were permitted to meet during the
ntervals between the diets of Synod, and leave was granted to the Presbyteries of
Cobourg and Ontario, to meet in confercnee. )

The Synod adjourned %o meet at ten o’clock to-morrow morning, when the
first hour was to e spent in devotional exercises.

SECOND SEDERUNT. :

The Synod met at ten o'clock a.m., and engaged in devotional exercises for
an hour, the moderator being followed in prayer by 2essrs. J. Dick, J. M. Roger,
ALA., and W. Meikle.

The minutes of the first sederunt were read and sustained.

In accordance with report of the Committee of Bills and Overtures, there was
read, the report of the committee, of which Mr. T. W. Taylor was convener, ap-
pointed at last Synod to visit Owen Sound, in connection with a Protest and
Appeal of Mr. Hugh Mackay, in relation to certain Church property there.

The report which was to the effect that the Protest and Appeal be dismissed,
\{.is received and adopted, and thanks were tendered to the committee for their
diligence.

The Synod then took up the Dissent and Appeal of Mr. W. Chisholm
against a decision of the Presbytery of Toronto.

The papers in the case were read.

While the court was citing the parties, the hour for adjournment having
arrived, the Synod adjourned to meet at two o'clock p.m., and was closed with
the benediction.

THIRD SEDERUNT.

The Synod was constituted at two o'clock, p.m., prayer being offered by Mr

R. Monteath.
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The minutes of the second sederunt were read and sustained.

The Synod resumed consideration of the case of Mr. W. Chisholm. -

On perties being cited, Mr Chisholm compeared for himself; and for the P):es-
bytery of Toronto the moderator, Mr. W. Meikle ; at his request, Mr. J. Dick
was appointed to act for Dr, A. Topp, the other commissioner for the Presbytery.

r. W. Chisholm was heard at length. The commissioners of Presbytery
were also heard.  Questions were put and answered.

In the course of deliberating thereon, the moderator, Mr. J. Paterson, left
the chair, which was taken by Dr. Thornton.

After reasoning, it was moved and seconded, that the Dissent and [Appeal
of Mr. W. Chisholin be dismissed, the finding of the Presbytery sustained, and
all parties counselled to exercise mutual forbearance.

It was moved in amendment and duly seconded, that the finding of the
Presbytery of Toronto be sustained and that the complaints of Mr. Chisholm te
sent to the Session of the Milton and Buston Church vongregations, de novo.

On the vote being taken, the motion was carried, and the Synod decided in
terms thereof.

Mr. Meikle, in behalf of the Presbytery of Toronto, and Mr. Chisholm for
}limsclf, respectively craved extracts, which were ordered to be granted as asked

or.

The Synod proceeded to deliberate on the time for holding next meeting.

After reasoning, it was moved and seconded, that the next meeting-of %ynod
Dbe held on the first "Tuesday of Mareh, 1874, at half past seven o’clock, p.m.

It was moved in amendment, and seconded, that the next meeting of Synod
be held on the first Tuesday of May, 1874, at half past seven o’clock, p.m.

It was moved in further amendiment an i seconded—That the next meeting of
Synod be held on the Tuesday preceding the first Wednesday of April, at half-past
7 o’clock, p.m. .

On the vote being taken, the last amendment was carried by a majority of
votes, and the Synod decided accordingly, with the rider added t .ereto, that the
place of meeting be Gould Street Church, Toronto.

On the recommendation of the Cominittee on Bills and Overtures, the Presby-
teries of Cobourg and Ontario were permitted to expunge certain paragraphs of
their records. )

There were submitted two Overtures from the Presbytery of Ontario, the one
anent encouraging the pupils attending the Sabbath schools of our Church to form
total abstinence organizations, and the other, anent recommending to the General
Assembly to enjoin upon church members the practice of total abstinence as a
Christian duty.

Dr. Thoriton and Mr. J. Smith were heard in support of both overtures.

The following deliverance was agreed to:—That tEe Overtures from the Pres-
bytery of Ontario anent total abstinence be transmitted to be General Assembly,
and that their adoption by the Supreme Court be recommended, and that Messrs.
Dr. Thornton, John Smith, J. B. Edmondson, and the mover, Mr. R. Rodgers, be
appointed to support said overtures before the Assembly.

In connection with the foreﬁoiug subject, the following motion was adopted:
That & committee consisting of Messrs. J. Smith, R. Rodgers, J. Douglas and Thos.
McKee, ministers; and Messrs. J. Rateliffe and A. Gordon, elders, be appointed to
draft a memorial from this Synod to the Governor-General of the Dominion, and
the Houses of Parliament at Ottawa, asking for the enactment of a law prohibiting

the sale and manufacture of spirituous liquors within the Dominion of Canada.

The meeting was closed with the benediction.

FOURTH SEDERUXNT.

The meeting was opencd at half-past 7 o’clock, p.m., prayer being offered by
Mr. W. Donald.
The minutes of the third sederant were read and sustained.
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Mr. Gordon read the deaft of the petition to the Houses of Parliament. It
was ordered to Le engrussed in triplicate, signcd by the moderator and clerk of
Synod, and transmitted to fion. S. L. Tilly.

The Synod, in Larmony with the resolution of last year, reselved itself into
a Conference on the State of Religion.

The moderator left the chair, which was taken Ly Mr. J. AL Roger, 3. A:

Reports on the State of Religion were read from the Presbyteries of Cobourg
and Simcoe.

bi'o reports were received from the Presbyteries of Ontario, Toronto and Owen
Sound. :

An admirable address on tle “Things vssential toa Revived Religious Life,”
was read by Mr. W. Donald.

After remarks fromn soveral auenidbers, the Conference rose, and the moderator
having resumed the chatr, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again.

As suggested Ly the conference, the Synod resolved that Mr. Donald be re-
guceted tu publish his excellent aldress in the Recorp and {British American
I’r_csbgltcn'an, and that thanks be tendered to him for a Jocument so timely and
suitable.

The Synod then adjouined, and was closed with the benediction.

FIFTH SEDERUNT.
The meeting was opened with devotional exercises, Dr. Thornton leading in
prayer. ,

The Minutes of the 4th Sederunt were read and sustained.

Rl The following finding was adopted anent the Conference on the State of
heligion.

That the Synod, while thankful to God for the interest evinced by many
ministers aind congregations in this important subject, have to express deep regret
that only the two Presbyteries of Cobourg and Simcoe, have this year submitted
Teports, and they hereby earnestly recommend that the Presbyteries of Ontario,
Toronto and Owen Sound, do, before the close of May, forward reports on the state
of religion to the clerk of Synod, and also that Sessions who may not have an oppor-
tunity of reporting through their respective Presbyteries, send their returns
direct to said clerk.

Further, that, in view of the good results flowing from such Synodical con-
ferences, a similar conference be leld at next meeting of Synod, during one of
the principal sederunts, that Mr. W. Meikle be appointed to open the meeting,
ana Mr. R. Moodie to close, with suitable addresses, that Loth praise and prayer
be made prominent elementsof the Conference,—that the Conference be intimated
from the various pulpits of our Church in the city of Toronto, on the Lord’s day
preceding the mecting, that the several congregations be urged toattend, and that
efforts be put forth to interest our people generally in this vital and momentous
question.

There was submitted an Overture transmitted by the Presbytery of Owen
Sound, anent the mode of appointing professors to the chairs of Theology in the
colleges of our Church, After rcasoning, it was moved and seconded, that the
-overture be transmitted to the General Assembly.

It was moved in amendment and seconded, that, the Overture be not trans.
mitted to the General Asscmbly insmuch as its sets forth no definite plan for
making such appointments.

The motion having been, with the permission of the Court, withdrawn, the
amendment became the main motion. To it the following amendment was
moved and seconded * That, nothwithstanding the omission of the proposal of
any plan by which the evil complained of may be removed, the Synod agree to
transmit the Overture, believing that the discussion of the matter will lead to
some plan for the securing of the change desired.

On the vote being taken, thé motion was carried, and the Synod agreed not
1o transmit.
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There were read the minutes of the Commission of Synod, appointed to meet
at Prince Albert, on the 15th May, 1872, to dispose of the Windel case, They
were ordered to be recorded in the minute book of the Synod.

The report of the Treasurer was read, received and adopted.

Messrs. R. Monteath and J. K. Macdonald were appointed Auditors for the
current year.

The committees appointed to examine the records of the Presbyteries of
Cobourg, Ontario, Simcoe and Owen Sound, reported that they were carefully
and correctly kept, and they were ordered to be attested accordingly.

In connectivn with the report of the committee on the records of the Toronto
Presbytery, it was moved that, the report be sent back to the committee 1o see
whether there be anything calling for rematk in the proceedings of the Preshy-
tery, in regard to the retention of the name of the clerk of Presbytery, on the
roll thereof, after the demission of his charge.

It was moved in amendment and seconded, that, inasmuch as all sueh cases
will be disposed of at next General Assembly, when the result of the remit on
the Jast clause of the Interim Act, will lead to a final decision, the Synod hereby
resolve to take no action in the matter in the meantime, On the vote being
taken, the amendment was carried, and the record of the Presbytery of Toronto
was ordered to be attested in the same form as the other Presbytery Records.

Votes of thanks were passed to the several railways for reduced fares—to
the managers of Gould Street Church for the use of the building, and to the
friends in Torontu for their kindness and hospitality to the members of the Synod.

After holding a short Cunfercnice on the State of Religion, with the moderatnr
in the clair, the meting was Jdose with singing and the benedietion.

. JOHX GRAY, Clerk of Synod.

SYNOD OF MONTREAL.

This Synod met at Belleville, Ont., within John Street Presbyterian Church,
on Tuesday the 6th of May. The opening sermon was preached Dby the retiring
Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Macvicar, from Heb. iv., 15. 16., after which the Synod was
constituted for business. ‘Theattendance of members from the western Presbyteries
of the Synod was tolerably good, but from the castern Presbyteries simall.
The fewness of Elders present was very noticeable. The number from the Pres-
bytery of Montreal was only three, and two of these were from small vacant congre-
gations. The Rev. Dr. Burns, of Montreal. was appointed Moderator. The
business before the Synod was mostly of a routine nature, so much so indeed, tLat
it had little else to do. but transmit certain documents from the Presbyteries to
the Supreme Court. A number of Overtures from the several Presbyteries
were ordered to e transmitted. There was an Overture from the Presbytery of
Kingston, praying the General Assembly to place Knox College, Toronto, and the
Presbyterian College, Montreal, on a footing of equality, in respect of support and
equipment. This was agreed to be sent up, but without expressing any opinion
on the merits of the question. An Overture from the Presbytery of Kingston,
praying the Synod to consider whether some additional provision might not he
made within its bounds for widows and orphansof deceased Ministers, and for aged
and infirm Ministers by way of mutual insuranee, was referred to a special Com-
mittee for further consideration, and to report upon it at the next meeting of
Synod, and, should they see fit, to send the matter down to Presbyteries for them
to consider, and to report upon a draft scheme. An Overture from the Presbytery
of Montreal was presented, praying the General Assembly to establish a Mission
to the Gaelic-speaking Roman Catholics of the county of Glengarry, in the
Provinee of Ontario. The Synod unanimously agreed to transmit said Overture with
special recommendation. _Another Overture to the General Assembly from the same
Presbytery was read on the subject of temperance, praying the Supreme Court to
vetition the Legislature of the Dominion for the total suppression of t}w manufacture
and sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage; to appoint a large Standing Committee

VT,
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on the general subject of temperance, and to holda public conference on this matter
at an evening sederant during the next mecting ot the General Assembly. This
Overture was ordered to be transmitted to the General Assembly, with the special
recommendation of the Synod. There was also presented an Overture from the
Presbytery of Montreal, praying that the Rev. D. H. Macvicar, LL.D., Professor
of Systematic Theology in the Presb_ terian College, Montreal, be appointed
Principal of said institution. This Overture was recommended by the Synod, and
ordered to be transmitted to the General Assembly. An Overtwre to the General
Assembly from certain members of the Synod on the status of retired Ministers,
and Ministers without charge, was next taken up. After considerable deliberatior,
it was moved by Mr. A, Wilson and scconded by Dr. Macvicar : That this Synod
disapproves of the remit of the General Assembly sent down to Presbyteries on
the status of retired Ministers and Ministers without charge, and respectfully over-
tures the venerable the General Assembly nof to pass said remit into_ a standing
law of the Church. An amendment to this motion was presented by the Rev. W.
McLaren, seconded by Rev. W, B. Clark: That the Synod having considered the
remit of the General Assembly anent the status of retived Ministers and Ministers
without charge, finds that.it was not sent down to Synods for consideration, and
further, that inasmuch as said remit manifestly embodies the principles recognized
by this Church in the past, and also by the Churches in Scotland which have
Jeretofore largely formed the model by which this Church has been guided in its
eeclesiastical procedure, this Syned is of opinion that no change on a subject so
mportant should be sanctioned ~ithout the most mature deliberation, and there-
fore declines to take any action on the matter, Theamendment was carried by a
majority, and the Synod decided in terms thereof. The report of the Standing
Committee on the State of Religion, within the bounds of the Synod, was presenteit
and read by the Convener, Mr. James Whyte. The report was received, the
thanks of the Court tendered to the Committee for their diligence, and aConmumittee
appointed, with Mr. W, McLaren as Convener, to draw up a deliverance thereon.
At'a subseqaent stage this Committee submitted the following deliverance, which
was received and adopted, viz :—The Synod having taken into consideration the
report of the Committee on the State of Religion, and the information elicited in con-
ference upon it, resolved that satisfaction be expressed with the work done, and
recommend the Committee to extend it as much as possible, and direct attention
of Ministers and others who may engage in evangelistic work to the recommenda-
tions of the report with respect to the manner of conducting such meetings ; that
the report be printed in full in the appendix to the minutes of Synod ; that the
derk be instructed to send a copy of it to the Rev. John Scott, of London, Ont.,
Convener of the General Assembly’s Comnmittee on the State of Religion ; and that
the Committee be re-appointed with the addition of Messrs. A. J. Traver and W.
Coulthard, Ministers. _The Committee consists of Messts. James Whyte, Convener,
William McKenzie, William McLaren, James Hastie, A. J. Traver, and W. Coul-
thard, Ministers ; and Messrs. R. Kennedy, W. Taylor, and A. Mutchmor, Elders.
Un the second evening of the meeting of Synod, a conference fwas held on the
above subject, at which stirring addresses were delivered by Messrs. D. Wishart, W.
Burns, Joseph White, A, Wilson, W. McKenzie, W. B. Clark and W. Coulthard.
NMr. A. Wilson. Convener of the Committee appointed to enquire into the provision
made for the religious instruction of convicts in the Provinecial Penitentiary
at Kingston, Ont., gave in a report, from which it appeared that no religious
instruction was afforded to the convicts apart from that given by the Roman
Catholic and Episcopal Chaplains, and that the efforts made to eflect some change
in this matter had hitherto failed. It was resolved by the Synod that the report
Le received, its thanks tendered to the Committee, and especially to the Convener,
and that the Committee be re-appointed and instructed to eontinue the correspon-
nlxence, 1:)1]m1 should they see fit, to bLring the whole matter before the General
Assembly.

Several items of routine business hayving been attended to, the Synod adjourned
to meet again in the city of Ottawa, and within Bank Street Church there, on the
Tuesday after the first Sabbath in May, 1874, and the session was closed.
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SYNOD OF LONDON.

This Synad met in Knox Chureh, Stratford, on the evening of Tuesday, May
G)t 1, and was opened with a suitable and impressive sermon preached by Rev, Dr,
Proudfoot, the retiring Moderator, from Genesis xviii, 17-33. The Rev. W. King,
of Buston, was unaninotsly called to the chair and addressed the Synod in suif-
able terms.  The thanks of the Synod wore given to Dr. Proudfont, for his efficient
services as Moderator and for Lis serwon. Chmmittees were appointed to examine
the var iuus Presbytery Records. and on Elders' commissions. A Committee was
also appointed ‘on ‘the State of Religion, to consider the various reports
from congregations.  On the second day of meeting, the subjeet of the
support of the Ministry was considered, Messrs. Dr. Waters and Mr. Ballan-
tyne being appointed to open the subject. Messts. Scott and Drummond were
appointed to introduce the following subject, viz.: *“The means by which our
people may be made better aequainted with the working of the Church”; and
Mesors. MeCuaig and MeKiunon, the subject of Family Worship and Catechetical
Instruction,

There was also a discussion on * the most efficient method o® managing con-
gregational affairs.

'{'hc Home Mission work of the Church was next considered, Dr. Proudfoot
and Rev. Ar, Warden delivering addiesses on the subject, as did also Revs. Messrs.
Duncan, Dr. Waters, Drummond, Scott, of London Macpherson, of Stratford ;
and others,

At the evening session, the first Lusiness was the consideration of an Overture
from the Presbytery of Huron regarding the examination of students by Presby-
teries. Rev. M. McCuaig moved, seconded by Rev. Mr. MeLean, that the Over-
ture be adopted and transmitted. It was moved in amendment by Rev. Mr.
Drummond, seconded by Rev. Dr.Waters, that the Overture be simply transmitted.
The amendment was carried.

The Synod then entered into a conference on Sabbath-sehool work. The Rev.
Thos. Macpherson, by appointment of Synod, introduced the subject, and dealtin
an cffective manner with a variety of useful and important topics, and was followed
by several members. The following resolution was adopted by the Synod:—

““Ist. The Synod desires to recognize the great importance of Sabbath-school
work, and would especially urge upon the office-bearers and members of the Church
the necessity of using all 1ight means in order that the Sabbath-school may be
made not only attractive to the young, but a true nursery of the Church, so that
the childven of the Church may pass from the Sabbath-school into the active
membership of the Church.””

¢ 2nd. The Synod would most respectfully Overture the General Assembly to
take steps in order that a Sabbath.school paper may be founded in connection
with the Church.

It was resolved that the next meeting of Synod be held at London, on the
first Tuesday of May, at half-past seven, p.m.

a 'g.‘l(xf veport of the Committee on the State of Religion was received and
adopte .
pThe Rev. Mr, Nesbit, of Saskatchewan, being present, was requested to
address the Synod. This he did at some length, giving a variety of intercsting
information regarding tie state of the country and the progress of Christirnizing
the Indians. From the statements made by Mr. Nesbit, it appeared that cheering
progress had been made, and that many of the Indians were favorably disposed
towards Christianity who had not made any public profession of their faith. They
ouly receive those into the membership of the Church who appeared to be truly
Christian.  Up to the time when he left, twelve pure Indians and fifteen half-
breeds were on the communion roll, and the numberin the school was twenty-five.
Mr. Nesbit made a strong appeal for more laborers in the mission field.
The Synod re-assemb[e«f at 9 o'clock on Thursday, and after devotional exer.
-cises, an animated discussion took place regarding evangelistic services, in which
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Revs. Dr. Waters, Mitchell, Macpherson (of Stratford), Hamilton, McLean,

Gordon, Ross, Drummond, Mr. D."Waters and others, took part. Eventually,

the subject was remitted, on motion of Dr. Waters, to a Committee of which Rev.

‘;. W.l Mitchell, M. A., was appointed Convener, to report at the next meeting of
od. .

y On motion of Rev, Mr. Drummond, a vote of thanks was unanimously ten-
dered the managers of Knox Church, for the excellent accommodation provided: to
the members and adherents of the congregation for their hospitalities, and to the
Grand Trunk Kailway for the customary courtesies to members of the Synod.

The Synod closed at 11 o’clock with the doxology and the benediction.

Proceedings of Preshyteries.

PRESBYTERY OF BROCKVILLE.—This Presbytery met at Prescott on the 5th ult.
The Presbytery deferred action on Rev, W. Lochead’s resignation till next meeting.
The Presbytery had before them applications from two Ministers for admissior
into the Canada Presbyterian Chureh, viz.: Rev. A. Dowsley, a licentiate of the
American Presbyterian Chureh; and Rev. Joseph Elliot, formexly of the Congre-
gational Church at Halifax, N,S. It was agreed cordially to entertain these applica-
tions, and seck permissicn from the General Assembly to adinit the Ministers
applying. '

PrESBYTERY OF Panris.—This Presbytery met at Brantford, on the evening
of 5th May. A conference was held on the State of Religion., Several reports
were read and statements made verbally. Messrs. Dunbar -and Wright ‘were
appointed to consider the reports and draw up a report for the Synod, which was
afterwards adopted by the Presbytery. 1t was agreed to apply to the General
Assembly for leave to license Mr. K. F. Junor, student of Divinity, and to receive
Mr. Andrew Glendinning, a licentiate of the Presbyterian Church of the U. 8.
Un application made b, the Presbytery of Platte, Mo., U.S., it wasagreed to grant
extracts in the case of Rev. John Gillespie, that that Presbytery might deal with
Mr. Gillespie as they see fit.

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.—This Presbytery met in Stratford, on the 7th ult.
A call to Rev. D. F. Sage, from Parkhill and McGillivray, was sustained. 1t was
agreed to give Rev. Mr. Hay three weeks more to consider the call from the con-
gregation of Delaware. It was agreed to petition the General Assembly to place

ev. J. Malcolm on the **Aged and Jatirm Ministers Fund.” Rev, P. Currie,
who had been called to Teeswater, asked till the next regular meeting of Presby-
tery to consider the matter.

PRESBYTERY OF STRATFORD. —This Preshytery met by permission of the Synod
of London. Rev. R. Renwick obtained leave of absence for three months with
the view of visiting bis native land. Notice was received from the Presbytery of
Ontario of its intention to apply to the General Assembly for leave to receive as
a Minister of this Church, Mr. William Hodnett of the Bible Christian Church,
The Presbytery agreed to apply for leave to receive Mr. A. G. Hartley, formerly of
the Methodist New Connexion Church, who has finished a course of study in
Knox College.

PRESBYTERY OF OwEN Sovxp —This Presbytery met in Owen Sound on the
13th May. It was agreed to apply to the General Assembly to have Mr. Nicols
course of study shortened to four years, in the peculiar circumstances of his case,
The Presbyter%ageed to apply for leave to take Mr. D. B Whimster on trials for
license. Mr. D. F. Sage wao had fuiled to fulfil his appointments in the Presby-
tery was summoned to appear in person at the next meeting of Presbytery. Mr,
Burns of St. Vincent, and Mr. McInnis, of South Keppel resigned their respective
charges. 'The resignations were ordered to lie on the talle till next ordinary
meeting, which will be held at Owen Sound, on the first Tuesday, in July at 10 a.m.
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PrespYTERY OF Siycok,—The Presbytery of Simcoe, at a special meeting lield
at Barrie, with reference to two calls addressed to Mr. G, Burnfield M. A., adopted
the following resolution on its being determined that Mr. Burnfield should be
transferred to Scarboro’. “ The Presbytery in taking feave of their Co-Presbyter
would place on record the expression of their appreciation of Mr. Burnfield's
talents and acquirements as an acceptable preacher of the Gospel ; their regret at
losmg his efficient services within their bounds, and their best wishes and prayers

’

for his abundant comfort and success in his new sphere of labor.’

Connicntions,

LETTER FROM REV. J. NISBET.
DEeAR Mr. Ep1ToR,

Your readers no doubt expect to hear something from our mission
amgong the Indians on the Suskatchewan. Since my return to Ontario,
there has been only one opportunity of sending letters from the Mission, so
that the intelligence I have received has been very scanty. The Rev. Mr.
Vincent, whom I introduced to the work, as the second Missionary of the
Church to the Indians—bhas thus far been chiefly employed in studying the
language of the people, with a gratifying 1easure of success. The usual
services at the Mission Station, and school work, as well as visits to the
Indians tents (as occasion offered) have been carried on.

I learn that we may now expect a new elerzent in connection with the
population at this mission. Several of the old presbyterian settlers in
Manitoba, have sold their possessions in that province with the view of
settling at our mission on the Saskatchewan. These families are (in all
probability) now on their way across the plains—a five hundred miles
Journey ; and should the Government make a treaty with the Indians fora
{)oytion. of stheir land (as ought to be done without delay), that class of popu-

ation may be expected rapidly to increase—more especiallfr as the Hudson's
Bay Company are to have steamboat communication established this season
between Manitoba and the Saskatchewan. This new element of population
will create a little additional work for the missionaries, but will by no means
hinder work among the Indians. The movement only serves to show that
we cannot too soon increase the number of mission stations, and of laborers
among the Indians as being the very best method--if not the only method
—of securing peace between them and white settlers—whose number may
be expected rapidly to increase, now that a beginning has been made, and
the fertility of the svil, the facilities for settlement, and the beauty of the
location are becoming known.

. I am thankful that I have been able to visit a large number of congre-
gations ; and still more thankful for the large measure of interest manifested
n our work by the people therewith connected. I feel exceedingly sorry
that it will be out of my power to visit a considerable number of others
that have requested such a visit. I trust that the filends will feel assured
that nothing but absolute want of time has kept me from complying Wwith
their request.

For the special contributions for the mission that I have received, and
for the donations of clothing and materials that have been made, the donors
have my most hearty thanks.

. Hoping that you will find space in the June number of the record for
this note, I'am, Mr. Editor, Yours most truly,

May 23rp, 1873. JAMES NISBET,
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Ohbituavy Aotices,

THE LATE MB. JOEN CRICHTON.

Mr. John Crichton, of Sydenham, died on the 23rd of last Desember,
n the 78th year of his age. He was the son of the late Mr. Thomas Crich-
on, of Paisley, in Scotland. His father, who occupied a highly respectable
position in society, was a man of extensive reading, and of considerable
literary taste. He was a member of the Session of the Middle Kirk, under
Dr. Rankin, and Session eclerk of the High Kirk, of which Dr. Finlay—
of whom he published an interesting biography—was pastor. He was also
a special favorite of Dr. Burns, The esteem in which the Dr. held him was
pleasingly evinced by the affectionate interest which he took in those of his
children, whom he met in this country.

The subject of this notice came to Canada in 1820, in company with
several families that emigrated from the neighborhood of Paisley. On
their arrival they resolved to keep together that they might be mutually a
comfort and help to one another. After the usual enquiries and consul-
tations as to whither they should dircct their steps, they were led—no
doubt by Him ¢ who appoints for us the bounds of our habitation”—to fix
upon Caledon as the scene of their futwre labor and hopes. And as that
section of the country was then almost an unbroken wilderness, they had no
difficulty-in sccuring lots of land in immediate proximity to each other.

It was an arduvus task for a younyg man like Mr. Crichton, accustomed
from his childhood to city life, to face the wilderness of Canada. But Mr.
Crichton with much child-like simplicity was endowed with a good share of
firmmness and fortitude. He felt that he was committed to the undertaking,
and well did he go through with it. Fur though he never became a model
farmer, yet by dint of preseverance and hard labor he worked his way to
an casy competence, and it seemed to be a luxury to him to share the com-
forts of his house, with the wayfarer that came in his way. The ministers
of the Gospel specially were thrice welcome to his hospitable home. And
his piety and intelligence made him so agreeable a companion that those of
them who once enjoyed his hospitality, telt inclined when they could to
visit him again. .

When Mr. Crichton came to Canada, Presbyterian ministers were few
and far between, perhaps half a dozen made up of all sorts that could be
found in the whoFe country, west of Kingston. This was felt by our little
group of settlers, to be the greatest privation which they experienced. Not
that they were not persons going about even in those days calling them-
selves ministers of the Gospel, but they were alien to the fecling and to all
the religious associations of a people who were nursed in the Iap of a Church,
distinguished for its order and for the general soundness of its teaching.
When therefore they noticed the gross errors taught by some of this class,
who made them an early visit, 1t had the effect not of relieving but of
deepening the gloom of their spiritual destitution. They resolved how-
ever as the best they could do in the circumstances to meet together on
Sabbath,~sing the praises of God in the good old Psalms—read the Bible
%)nd other good books, and present their supplications to the Hearer of

rayer.
_ Mr. Crichton took a leading part in these social meetings, for as he was
in advance of the rest in point of education and had a supply of suitable
books, and was withal a good singer, the chief burden—if Eurden it can be
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called,—of sustaining these meetings, ahd making them interesting and
profitable rested upon him.

These humble meetings were not in vain, the promise made to the “two
or three” was honoured by the Promiser who heasd their prayers und made
their little meeting, like many another prayer meeting in those days, the
nucleus from which the future congregation of West Caledon took its rise.

Here again Mr. Crichton was honored as the chief instrument for
greatly increasing the religious privileges of the settlement. He drew the
attention of the Rev. A. Bell, then about to be settled in the township of
Toronto, to the destitution that existed in Caledon and neighboring settle-
ments, and pressed bim to make them an early visit. The result was a
regular course of monthly visits, on week days, continued for some years,
till Caledon was supplied with the stated administration of Gospel
ordinances for itself.

During the period of Mr. Bell’s visits, the congregation of West Caleden
was organized, and in April 1834, Mr. Crichtun was unanimeusly elected
and dl;ﬁy ordained to the office of the eldership.

Their first minister was the Rev. D. McMillan, now of Lobo, he was
ordained over them in May, 1831, He was then young and of but little
experience,

His pastoral charge embraced not only the whole of Caledon but also
a good part of three other adjoining townships. The fragments of it have
now grown wp into several flourishing congregations. His young pastor
felt himself early drawn towards Mr. Crichton as one on whose integrity he
could place the utmost confidence, and on whose calin but sound judgment
he could rely, and the experience of many years served only te confirm the
correctness of the estimate of his character thus early formed.

In his own quiet, unobtrusive way, Mr. Crichton was unwearied in his
efforts to promote the good of the congregation. He was at once elder,
Session clerk, precentor, manager and treasurer. It caunot be doubted that
s0 many offices held by him together, and that for yeurs, made a large de-
mand on his time and labours, but he never complained. To him it was
emphatically “a labor of love.”

He was appointed to the commission of the peaee in 1838. But so far
was he from taking advantage of the follies of his neighbors to add to his
own pecuniary resources, as was often done in those days, that his position
as a magistrate was the occasion of positive luss to him, owing to the
unselfish manner in which he discharged the duties of it. He, however,
took advantage of a fuvorable opportunity that offered to retire from an
office which he found to be uncongenial to his quiet and peace-loving
spirit, )

Mr. Crichton like many others then thought himself rich with fifty
acres of land. This did very well, till he saw his two sons growing up to
manhoed. He saw then that he must make up his mind either to see them
leaving him to seek their fortunes elsewhere, or else exchange his little
farm for a larger one in some newer pars of the country. The last alterna
tive he wisely chosé, and as the late Rev. J. McKinnon, whom he highly
esteemed, was then minister of Owen Sound congregation, he directed his
attention to that quarter, and regarded it as a special Providential favor to
be enabled to secure a home near that place and within reach of a ministry
in which he had full confidence and from which, by the Llessing of God, he
looked for much spiritual good. Thither, therefore, he removed with his
family in 1851, soon after he was inducted into the same office there that he
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30 efficiently filled in the congregations he left, and there he remained
1espected and useful till as already stated he was eall to his Jong home by a
hngering illness that towards the last subjected him to much bodily suffer-
ing. He left a widow and two sons, and alsn a widowed sister to mourn
hus loss, but to realize the faithfulness of (ind in the fu filment of his pro-
mise to be a “father to the fatherless and a husband to the widow”

The length: to which these historical statements have already reached,
prevent me from attempting to mark more distinetly the leading features
of his character. They may however he easily inferred from what I have
already written. I shall therefore conclude v ith the following characteris-
tic statements furnished by his pastor, the Rev. C. C. Stewart, descriptive
of his last days and of the state of his mind during that trying season.

“I hecame acquainted with Mr. Crichton, in Sept. 1870, and visited him
as oceasion offered, until he died. He was a very humble man, and one of
a very quiet and unobtrusive turn of mind.  Not that he did not enjoy
conversation, on the contrary, he delighted in it. But whatever he said
was in praise of =ome one else, not of himself. While able to attend church
he was always in his place.  And when age and increasing infirmities made
it impossible for him to attend, he scemed to feel very much the loss of old
and valued privileges.

As his end approached, he sat down with the greatest calmness, not to
review what he had done, for he put that all aside without a thought of it,
but to fortify his mind with the promises of God—with the provision of
God's great covenant. ile would rise from such contemplations firmly per-
suaded, that there could be no possible way in which the Christian could
fail to gain the promised inheritance. But then the thought would arise,
*What if I have never trusted in Christ.” A few tests such as the word of
God  affords would soon dispel all his doubts. In this way he passed some
wevks, distressed to much with bodily complaints, that his great subject of
thought in the day would continue in his dreams and take all sorts of
troubled forms. At length, however, he spake of his abiding peace of mind.
Every doul,t had fled and he had spiritual rest. Thus he continued as long
a3 he remained and with unclouded mind, and a hope sure and steadfast, he
passed away.”

On him, as on mauy another one, unknown among the world’s great
ones, we may pass the highest culogium that can be passed on any mortal.
~He fought the good fight, he finished his course and kept the faith.”

The Chamber where the good man meets his fate,
Is privileged above the common walks
Of virtuous life, quito on the verge of heaven.

D.

OBITUARY NOTICE.—REV. A. T. HOLMES. -

The subject of the following notice, who departed this life on Tuesday
evening, 18th March, under the support and consolation of the gospel of
the grace of God, which he had so long and eamestly preached,and which he
ﬁrmrfy believed, was born at Carnoon, in the County Donegal, Ireland, on
11th February, 1815. From a family record which now lies before us, it
appears that he could trace his ancestry back to a period considerably re-
mote. He was the ninth child of Benjamin Holmes, who was again the
twelfth child of Charles, whose grandfather Robert had emigrated to the
aorth of Ireland from the Isle of Wight, about the year 1654, during the
protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, and farmed several acres of yround, in the
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townland of Minnahoney, which hie held under the see of Derry. Inreligion
he was Calvinistic. Two of his sons were killed by the followers of King
James during the civil commotions of 1689, and the rest of the family en-
dured great privations at the siege of Derry.  One was severely wounded in
the thigh, at the battle of the Boyne, near Oldridge, on 1st July, 1690, in
which James II. was defeated by William III. 1t will thus be scen that
their lot was cast in stirring times, that they bore their share in the convul-
sions that were tuking place and in the hardships that had to be endured,
in the contlict that had to be maintained between Protestanismand Popery,
in what may De called the last struggles of the Stuart family.

Andrew Thomas Holmes, the subject of this suetch, was the ninth
child of a family of seven sonsand three daughters. Four of the sons
became ministers and three doctors. Of these, one minister and one
doctor are still alive, and were present at the funeral of their father when
he was laid in the grave in December, 1868.  No record has been preserved
of his early training, but it may be safely concluded that in the family
circle he was under the intiuence of an enlightened piety. At school le
proved himself to be an apt learner, and soon afforded promise of attain-
ments such as the Presbyterian Church has all along required in those whe
aspire to occupy her pulpits.  When sufliciently advanced in his education
he entered thecoliege at Glasgow, 1834 ; for in those days young men in
Ireland, looking forward to the ministry in connection with the Presby-
terian Church, had, in many in-tances, to repair to Scotland and there obtain
that learning which they could nut receive, with the same satisfaction, on
their own shores.

Haviny completed the prescribed course in Arts, and taken the degree
of A.M., in 15637, he entered upon the study of Divinity in the same insti-
tution, and having finished this at Belfast, he was taken on trial by the
Presbytery which hed him under its superintendence, and was licensed to
preach the guspel in the twenty-sixth year of his age. His first appoint-
ments were to Lerapy, near Enniskillen, where he preached his first sermon,
on 24th January, 141, from Philippians 11. 8., “ Being found in fashion as
a man, he humbled himself, and beeame obedient unto death, even the death
of the crossy ;™ and Li- sceond from Ps, cxix. 105, * Thy Word isa lamp unto
my fect, and a light unto my path.” He thus put in the foreground of his
ministry the cardinal mystery of Divine revelation, the incarnation and
sacrificial sufferings of the Son of God, and the use and importance of the
Scriptures in guiding man on his journey .o the eternal warld,  On looking
over & memorandum which he kept of the texts from which he preached, we
find that the tenor of his disconrses was in aceordance with the promise held
forth in the beginning of his ministeial labors, for his motte, ~o far as we
can learn from these was, “Iam not a-hamed of the gospel of Christ.” “Gol
forbid that 1 should glory, save in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

The services on which he entered as Tempo in the beginning of 141
were cuntinueld till 11th May, in the following year, when, in accepting a
call that had Leen agdressed to him by the congregation, which had thus
had full oppurtunity of judging of his gifts and graces, and of his ability to
minister to their edification, hie was ordained to the oftice of the holy
ministry, and assumed the pastoral oversight of their souls. That he
felt the arduousness of the work to which he devoted himself, and was led
with the apostle 1o ask. “Who is cufticient for these things?? and that he
was reposing his confidence in the Master whom he served, are apparent
from the words of his text when he first oceupied the pulpit as an ordained
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minister, ‘“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
He wont forward in the evangelical strain in which he had begun, recom-
mending Jesus Christ to the believing reception of the sinner, and to the
increasing faith of the saint ; expounding the design and use of the law,and,
at the same time, holding forth the grace and glory of the gospel; urging
the unconverted to strive and enter in at the strait gate and press along the
narrow way which leads to everlasting life ; and the believer to forget the
things that are behind and reach forth to the things that are befove, pressing
towards +he mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus
the Lord. . . .

After 2 ministry of seven years from the date of his ordination at Tempo,
he resigned the pastoral oversight of the congregation there, with the view
of proceeding to Canada, to which he had been designated by the Presbytery
of the bounds as a missionary. He left the place on the same day, 1st of
May, 1849, passed through Belfast to Liverpool, fromi which he sailed on the
sth for New York, where he arrived on the 14th of June. On the 21st he
had reached Toronto, where he officiated on the following Sabbath. From
this period he was abundant in labors in his adopted country as he had
been in his native land. The spiritual destitution existing,around him
called forth his Christian sympathies, and with devoted earnestness, he gave
himself to fulfil the ministry he had received of the Lord Jesus. He had
placed himself at the service of the Church in Canada, and his leading aim
was to promote her interests, For a considerable period he fulfilled ap-
pointments to Norval, to Streetsville, to East Toronto, and other places till
finally he was inducted at Brampton, in October 1849, where he ministered
thirteen years, earnestly secking the salvation of souls and the edifying of
the Church in love, not two Sabbaths out of the pulpit from sickness till the
latter part of 1862, when he was loosed from his charge by the Presbytery
of Toronto. After preaching a few months in Milton, and taking charge
for a short time of the grammar school in Streetsville, he removed in Janu-
ary, 1866, to the ncigh%)orhood of Arthur, a thriving village in the county
of Wellington, to a farm he had there purchased.  While here he was en-
caged as a missionary by the Presbytery of Guelph to preach in Arthur
and Kenilworth, an adjacent station, and when the congregation became so
strong that they wished to have a minister duly ordained over them and to
be removed from the list of mission stations, and placed on the list of vacant
congregations that they might have their proportion of supply from the
pro%atxoners’ rol, Mr. Holmes had work assigned him at north Luther,
and other congregations in the field. Such work he was always ready to
undertake, even when his health was beginning to decline, and he could no
longer bear discomforts similar to those he had undergone in former years.
By the supply he was able to give, stations were enceuraged and fostered.

Towargs the close of 1871, Mr. Holmes removed with his tamily from
the neighborhood of Arthur to the township of Erin. As one who has con-
secrated himself to serve the Lord Christ, he was desirous of receiving
appointments to such work as might be assigned him. He travelled fre-
quently to North Luther, he preacﬁed his last sermon at Everton, five weeks
before his death, from Rev. xx., 1-6., dwelling particularly on the last
clause of verse 4th, a book in the study and exposition of which he appears to
have taken special delight, and from almost every verse of which he preached
in the eourse of his ministry. He officiated, also, in some of the neighbor-
Ing congregations, proving himself to be a workman not nceding to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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On Wednesday, 19th February, he was laid upon a sick-bed under
inflammation of the bewels and an affection ef the liver. Neither his
medical adyiser nor his family anticipated a fatal issue of the trouble, although
ihe impression had taken hold of his own mind that he would not recover.
In his sickness he was resigned to the Divine will, frequently saying in con-
versation with his family and friends, and in letters sent to his brothers and
sisters, that if spared he was willing to remain, if called away he was willing
to depart, and that when the Lord’s work by him was done, he would take
him to himself, For some time he suffered considerably, but when his
sufferings were greatest, he would reply to those who were expressing their
sympathy with him, “God is good in the sending of pain as well as in the
removing of it.” Often did he put up the petition, My God have mercy
upon me” the language of distress and felt unworthiness, appropriate to the
saint even when he is passing from grace into glory, as well as to the sinner,”
when the anguish of conviction has taken hold upon him; and the last words
he was heard to utter were My God,” the beginning of the same petition,
but it was answered before he could finish it. God took him to himself, away
from pain and sickness, and infirmity. He breathed his last, gently falling
asleep in Jesus, in the presence of his weeping widow and children, after an
illness of four weeks. On the Friday following his death, his body was laid
in the Union Cemetry at Guelph, to rest in the grave till Christ comes in the
power and glory of the resurrection morn.

“ There is a calm for those who weep,

A re:t for weary piigrims found,

And while the wouldering ashes sleep,
- Low in the ground,

““The soul, of origin divine,

God's glorious imare, frerd from clay,
In Heaven's eternal sphere shall shine,
A star of day.”

1le has gone to the grave. His eyes are closed in the long sleep of
death. Affection weeps over the wound which marks the spot where his
ashes slumber. But he, being dead, yet speaketh ; to iriends he calls “ weep
not for me, prepare to follow.” To saints,“ Do with all your might whatse-
cver your hand findeth, for there is no work nor wisdom in the grave.” To
those in the ministry, “ Be instant in season, and out of season, that you may
finish your course with joy, and the ministry yon have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the yrace of God.”

Mr. Holmes was a kind husband and father. As a minister of the Word
he was Lold, earnest, searchingand instructive in bis preaching not shunning
to declare the whole counsel of God. He was of a meek and inoffensive
spirit ; patient in trouble, faithful in friendship, given to hospitality.

He was married on 13th October, 1846, to Miss Sarah Mecllwaine, of
Strabane, Ireland. who died 7th November 1838. On 6th Qctober 1863, he
married Sarah Lundy, of the township of Chinguacousv, Canade. Six
children, all the issue of the fir-t marriage, and his widow, remain to mourn
his loss.

T.
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THE LATE MR. WILLIAM R SUTHERLAND.

Some time ago we were called to deplore the sudden death of My-
Witham R. Sutherland of Ramsay. His loss left a great blank in his own
immediate neighborhovd. In very early manhood his heart was won over
to the love and servics of the Great Redeemer, and, ever since, he mani-
festod a cordial interest in those things, whereby his Lord might be glorified,
and His cause advanced. When the writer steod in the relation of his
pastur, he has many a time, been indebted to him for kindly and efficient
help in the discharge of ministerial duty. He did not grudge time and
labor spent for such a purpuse ; winter and summer his conveyance was
always ready to enable us to reach places where work was to be done.  And
then there was the cordial huspitality of his house, ever open to receive his
minister with a ready welcome. He took a foremost place in his own
neighborhood in the Yrusccution of every goud work. In the Sabbath
Schoul e held the place of a teacher for many years. There is, and has
Leen for long, a very cfficient temperance organization in the region where
he dwelt, which for years, has been the incans of imunense bencfit to a
wide district.  Of this organization he was counted worthy, once and again
to fill the first place. A few years ago he was elected to the office of the
Elership, and during all the time he was spared theteafter, fulfilled the
duties belonging to that honorable position. .

In all this we give but a few imperfect outlines of a Christian man’s
life, Such a life happily is not rare among those who confess Christ.
There ave many such to bhe found amongst the godly oftice-bearers and
members of our Church. What o well-spring of blessing these quiet, use-
ful, and godly lives prove to all within thenr influence. Sometimes it is
only by the more luxuriant foliage, the greater abundance and bLeauty of
the wild plants, and the fresher green of the herbage, that we detect the
presence of the hidden fountain. ~ And so should a Christian life beautify all
within its sphere. So shallb it indeed, for is it not written. “The remnant
of Jacol shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the Lord, as
the showers upon the grass.”

The subject of our sketch was happily married to one like-minded with
himself. By the time that he had reached the prime of manhood, he saw
growing up around him a fine family of sons and daughters, Iis course
seemed to he opening out into & promise of larger ifruitiulness, and his
character to be endowed with a growing power, when in God’s all-wise pro-
vidence, he was suddenly stricken with fatal illness. Those about him
could hardly realise the sudden danger. e himself though surprised was,
not dismayed. It did not take long for him to hold himselfready. Within
two days he was taken away, commending those dear to him to that care
which he had found so suiticient for himself in the hour of need. He died
26th March, 1872. e was in his forty-second year.

We sometimes are in amaze before sucha dispensation of Providence.
How a life such as this of growing fruitfulness and power should be ended
50 suddenly, and as we are apt to say, so prematurely! In our view itis
sometimes so ; and we think of our great loss, and of all the unfulfilled
promise now huried for ever. An early death may be the lot of God’s
children, but it cannot be premature, hefore they are ripe.  When our Lord
likens the kingdom of God to seed sown in a field, and growing up secretly,
“first the blafe, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear,” we find
these significant words following. “But when the fruit is brought forth, or
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ripe, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.”
"The great husbandman is never deceived or mistaken about this thing, He
knows the exact time when to gather in the fruit. e knows when His
own have Dbeen exposed long enough to the noonday heat and the midnight
chill.  Whenever the fruit is ripe, He will leave it no longer in this un-

enial clime, hut immediately He putteth in the sickle, and gathers it lov.
ingly to Himself. After all it is we who are mistaken about this thing, and
not He the proprietor of the field. But while we say all has been right and
well, we would remember with a tender sympathy the sorrowing widow,
and the fatherless children : and we would hear the voice which calls aloud
to usall, warning us to “be not slothful, but followers of them who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.

ALMONTE, Aprily 1673, WM. McK.

THE LATE MR. ROBERT SMITH.

Another of the old settlers of this district has gone to his rest after a long
and somewhat chequered life.

Mr. Robt. Smith, of whom we write, was born on the borders of Scotland
and England, and spent part of his carly days in the neighborhood of Cold.
stream, under the ministry of Rev. Andrew Thompson. ﬁm'ing a period of
over 10 years, he served the British Government in the Koyal Marines, from which
he was discharged, .because wounded in the battle of Java. A providential
interposition by which his life was saved, had no small influence ix leading
to a change in his eventful life and ultimately to decision on matters of religion.
Early settled in the Bathurst district, he was associated with the history of Pres
byterianism from the first minister’s settlement. He was connected with the
Church of Scotland, under the Rev. T, C. Wilson; he was much interested in and
often spake of the revival under that minister. With many others he cast in hislot
with the Free Church at the disruption, and remained till his death in sonnexion
with Knox Church, Perth. During the latter years of his life he was in some
measure deprived of the enjoyment of the service of God’s house, by loss of sight
and hearing; but a retentive memory of former reading afforded an abundance of
matter for meditation.  His death took place at the residence of his son-indaw,
D. McDonald, from whence the remains of Mrs. Smith had been borne less than
a yeas before. His confident expression was: *‘ I know whom I have believed.”—
Communicated.

The number of (lergymen . _.e Church of Ireland has considerably
fallen off since the passing of the Disestablishment Act. In 1869 there were
2,380 clergymen; but accordingto the ¢ Clerical Directory ” just published,
there are now only 1974

The Rev. Dr. Angus, sl)eaking at Sheflield on a recent occasion, stated that
the work of revising the New Testament would be completed in seven years,
and the Old Testament in twelve years, if the committee continued, as at
present, to devote forty days a-year to the work. The Americans had also
appointed two committees, to whom the English work was referred for
suggestion.

Princeton College, since Dr. McCosh was installed the President, has
received enormous endowments from private beneficence, notably from Mr.
Green, a China merchant. who gives £120,000, and as might be expected,
the number of students has gone wp from 250 to 400.
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MONEYS RECEIVED UP TO 20th MAY, 1873.

ASSEMBLY FUND. '(,‘aledonia,!lSutherland St..... 8800
Bamie, o BB Bahad e 0
Admastop """"""""" 0 Storrington .................. 400
Mount Forest........ ...... 6 2? Pitsburgh................... 2 50
Listowell ... 125 English- Settlement Sask'n.... 4 48
Molesworth... ;l, = Cobourg ... ................ 48 83
Longside. . ......o..oooius 200 do S ‘School, China.... 22 00

teekhill................ S 14 Fullarton 10 00
Kinloss ... 100 Grfton I T 0p
Durham......... VERRRARERAE z 00 Yernonville . ... 6 00
Toronto, CharlesSt.......... 15 00 Perrytown . 3 00
(aledomia, Sutherland St.... 03 00 . c..wy(;] qs"ow Trenrereeeeer 7 08

5> on New Glasgow................
I:}shﬁeld and Huron. .. .. seene “g 88 Loudon Ist Presbyt’'n Church 23 00
TotON. ... ov i 0 » &8 Saskatnm 12 62
Wakefield.. ................ 8 25 Belleville 50 00
C‘obourg....‘. SRR 10 00 SATNIY < oo e evvvrorennsnnsnn 58 00
Graffon oo o Fingal ...l 18 00
Pemon Covivreniirimnninns }),'*50 Saint Thomas............... 10 00
errytown. . .. .. L A Py Goderich.................. . 21 31
London, 1st. Presbyt'n Church ]? 00 Oneida, Indiana &o 72 00
! , Indiana &e.......... 2
g‘Pgt“EI;h-o- nas. ...t g 83 Caledonia, Argyle St......... 15 00
Gaggeri h e " o5 95 Allan Settlement............. 12 00
"""""""" e " Mono West........ooc0neee 122
Chatham, Wellington St...... $00 : =
{z(:femoll Knox Church.. Ii.’ % Lﬂ:‘ég}?gvi‘rgy le 8t. 8.8. Sas- 20 00
chiel.................... CO T
East Puslinch, Duff’s Chinsch, 500 Chatham, Wellington 86 1= o8
Kincardine, Chalmers’ Church 2 00 Ingersoll, Knox Church...... 57 00
Wellesley.................o 900 "8 = S.S. Sask'n 15 00
Obridge e 3 %0 Lochiel.............. 10 00
e Gharen Brucefield .. ................ 60 0p
Hamilton, Knox Church... .. 20 00 Winslow 1st 2 00
mdgor e 5 0 EastPuslincli, Duff’s Church.. 17 00
o O bt Kincardine, Chalmer’sChurch. 8 00
Forest and \Iaclnys ......... 300 1o Geck 2 00
Norval and Union............ 9 05 U}:l’mdfre ‘6 00
~ TN Chestertield ... .............. 15 00
FOREIGN  MISSION. AVIWIR .. oveiinannnnn 18 50
Exmlv and La]-.evﬂle ommitted Hamilton, Knox Church...... 200 00
315 00 Windsor...........coenenaen 5 00
30 00 Port Stanley................ 3 00
30 00 Forest and Mackay s. 5 00
15 15 Inverness. . 200
95 00 Winterbourne .. ............. G 00
1000 McKillop..........oouiil.ll 22 00
18 00 Winnipeg............ 21 50
6 00 Ashfield and Huron . 16 00
250 Dumbarton ................. 28 00
2 00 Quebec, Chalmers’ Church, for
Cannmgton S.S. Saskatchewan 4 46 Saskatchewan............. 28 00
Durbam!............... .. 5 00 John Ingles, Wroxeter, China. 6 00
Seaforth..........c..vennnn. 40 00 Member of Allan Settlement
Uro, Knox Church........... 6 00 Congregation, additional.... 20 00
King ..ot 14 00 McKillop, Duff’s Church.. 4 25



Wipows' FUND.

Barric coooiiiiiii i $43 70
Grimshy........oooiiiiin 6
Mount Forest................ 22 13
Langside......coovvnen v 2 00
Vankleekhill................ 20 60
Durham....oovvvverenneanns 8 00
King ...ooovviiimennriannn, 12 00
Caledonia, Sutherland St..... 3 00
Toronto, Charles St........ .. 50 00
Kinloss....coveeeeeinnennns 2 50
Bayfield.....o.oociiiiiini, G 00
Proton...oovvieeiiiiiienna. 5 00
Wakefield .. ....oooiiiiiin, $75
Nassagaweya .. ..oovveennen.. 2 00
ACoboUrg ..o 10 00
Grafbon. . ..ovvieieiiiii.a 5 00
Vernonville ... L. 400
Cannington. . 300
Perryto“ n&e..... oo 250
New Glasgow. .. ...c.oovven 35 67
Kintyre ...oovvievennenn, 4 50
Woodville ..o vt 15 00
London, 1st. Presbytn (,hmch 10 00
Belleville (additional) ........ 15 00
MeKillop .ovvvvviveniienn 4 00

NOXWICH. oo vee v i 6 00

Tast Oxford..........ooo.. 6 00

Windham .. .ooeeeiiia.L, 6 00
Fingal.....cooovniievnninnnt 7 00
Sa.mt Thomas. .« eoevvvevennnn 9 00
Goderich. . oot 32
Ingersoll, Knox Church....... 18 00
Chatham, Wellington St 10 00
TOVeriess «.vevnv e, G 00
Lochiel .o ovveeiiee i 10 00
East Puslinch, Duff's Church.. 5 00
Kincardine, Chalmers’ Church 4 00
Wellesley...oovvveeiieeeennn 9 00
Uxbridge..........-. e 3 00
Tachute, Ist. ... ... oo 11 50
Roxborough and Finch. . . 600
H:nmlton, Knox letxrclx ..... 20 00
IVINASOTr. « v ee e ,.. 500
Forest and Mackay's......... 6 00
Winterbourne.........oo.nt. 200
Brantford, Zion Ch. Aged and

In. M. Fund.............. 25 00

- Clover Hill, Aged &L \I Fund 3 00

Chesterfield, 7
With rates fromn Rm W. \IcKenzle,

$16.00; Rev. Thos. Wilson, 310.00;
Rev. James Adams, Rev. Wm. I’ark,
Rev. J. Mackie.

KNOX COLLEGE.
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Grimsby................oe. $25 00
Binbrook additional.......... 200
Mount Forest................ 30 00
Listowell.............c.t. 10 00
Molesworth............c.v0 18 00
Lan%side .................... 500
Kinloss...........oooiiiiin 2 50
Durham. ...............00n 700
Oro, Knox Church............ 1000
Tilbury, East................ 10 00
Caledonia, Sutherland Street.. 7 00
Toronto, Charles Street... ... . 120 00
{ing...... e s 14 09
Dorchester Station........... 500
Willtams.. .oovvieeinnnennnns 28 92
Bayfield ............ooovine 900
Peterboro..............o0nn. 100 00
Proton............oeuiinn e 1200
Cobourg........coovvvuenn 50 00
Fullavton. . ..ooooennnns. . 1000
Grafton...........ooiieenen 20 00
Vernonville..........ooevnun. 120
Perrytown......covveiennns 4 00
JCarlisle......ooovvviiininn 200
Wik oo iiiieaa 15 15
Greenbank........... .
MeKillop...covvvnvivnnnann
London, 1st. i
Church.......coovevennnn
Fingal........... e erreniaas 20 00
St. Si‘hom:).s. ................. . 3000
Goderich.......ovveviiennens 36 12
Thorold .......coiviiiiiaen. 5 00
Mono West, . . 140
Chatham, W, ellmgton ‘Strect.. 20 00

East Puslinch, Duff’s Church.. 20 00
Kincardine, Chalmer’s Church 8 00

Wellesley.....oooviniiiinin, 12 00
Lyndoch............coent, 800
Uxbridge....ovoveinininn. 8 00
Chestertield. . .... eeeraeaeas 15 00
Scarboro’... . .ieiiiiienianas 100 00
Familton, Knox Church...... 200 00
Windsor...... 10 00
Port Stanlcy -2 00
Doon.....ovviviiniiiannnns 350
Ashﬁeld and Huron......... . 6000

HOME MISSION.
bprm%vxllc and Bethany, Om'd

3 839 86
Napanee.........oovennnn, . 2500
BaTiC. . cveurneeencnennenes 31 %4
Whitby .........ocivviiiiie 20 00

do Sabbath School....... . 1819
xnmsby ................... . 5000
Mount Forest........oovvvens 18 00
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Listowell.................... $10 00
‘Molesworth. . ............... 18 00
Langside..................o0 30 00
Kinloss...........cooevnnnn. 2 50
Bervie........ooovviiinnn.. 310
Vankleekhill................ 45 00
Dutham’..............ccounn 5 00
Kilbride, additional.......... 575
Oro, Knox Church........... 18 00
Tecnmseth Znd......le,
....................... 10 00
Caledoma Sutherland Street.. 10 00
Toronte, Charles Street...... 150 00
Barwich, additional..........
Bayfield................ ...
Storrington...............L.
Pitsburgh. ..................
Proton.. e
Saint Colunba Church..
English Settlement..........
Cobourg. ......oooviiieinin.
Ailss Craig, additional
ArtON.. .. ...iiiiaaa 00
Grafton.........coooiii.. 00
Vernonville ................. 00
Perrytown, &e............... 00
New Glasgow................ 9 17
Wick....oooovieiennn. .. 16 50
Greenbank............. SRR 14 00
Glenvale.................... 10 00
Woodville............... ... 9515
Oneida, Indiana &c........ .. 72 00
Thorold ............oovvntt. 5 00
Trenton.................... 21 00
Burford..................... 200
Chatham, Wellington Street.. 50 00
Almonte. ......... ... ...l 50 00
Tochiel. .................... 25 00
Fast Puslinch, Duff’'s Church. 20 00
MonoMills.................. 20 85
Kincardine, Chalmer’s Church 8 00
Wellesley........oooooeveiiiinnniii, 12 00
Uxbridge.......ccoet cvveevciinnnne 25 00
Chesterfield ......... 40 00
Lachute, 1st. Church.. . 1300
YWID....0 v e 30 60
North Bruce.........coevvvvieeennnn 4 00
Searboro, additional.............. 20 00
Hamilton, Knox Church......... 300 00
Port Stanley........coccvvvns wenene 3 00

101
Windsor.. .$100 00
Forest and \In,ckays .. 1000
Inverness................ coeeevennn. 5-50
Winnipeg, Knox Church...... 40 00
Silver Heights..................o... 25 00
Headingley........cooooevveniinnn 98 :00
Parks Creek. ... . oo, 36-00
Portage La Prairie............... 50-00
Rockwood........cooevver vvvnnnnnn 5 08
Little Britain.. cee e 169-00
Burnside. ..o, 50100
Kildonan e 40 30
Buxton, St. Andrew’s............ 6 00
Ashfield and Huron............... 17 00
KANKAKEE MISSION
Barrie..........oooeiiia, §20 84
Almonte.................... 20 60
Langside...........coeenen.n 200
Kinloss.......... e 4 00
Bervie ...........ooill 50
Vankleekhill................ 11 00
Durham.................... 100
Oro Knox Church ........... 4 00
King...oooviviiiiinnnnn... 8 GO
Caledonia Sutherland Strect.. 3 90
Toronto Charles Street. ... ... 2 00
Williams.....ccooeevennn.... 31 34
Bayfield.............. ... ... 400
Proton..........coo il 100
Nassagaweya................ 100
Grafton..................... 4 GO
Vernonville ................. 4 50
Perrytown ................. 1 &
Woodville .................. 20 00
Mariposa S. School .......... 16 00
Eramosalst................. 6 G0
Chatham Wellington Street. . 5 00
East Puslinch Duf’s Church.. 5 00
Kincardine Chalmer’s Church. 5 00
Uxbridge ................... 2 00
Windsor .......oooeineinn... 500
Forest and Mackays. 5 40
‘Wm. Sutherland Quebec, Re-
sult of Rifle Match......... 5 (0

Dmmmox;(i\.u.li(; BT
Mount Forest.

Durham.... ................
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Kin,
Caledonia, Sutherland Street..
Toronto, Charles Street
Bayfield
Proton: ...........ccovnenes
Brantford, Zion Church
Grafton
Vernonville
Perrytown
Fergus...,...
Tilbury Easi
(ilenvale

London  lst I’tesbyteuan
Church 8. School

THE HOME AND FOREIGN RECORD.

RECEIVED BY WARDEN KING, MONTREAL.

COLLEGE ORDINARY REVENUE

Richmond .................. 10 00
Storrington.................. 10 50
Pittsburgh.................. 9 50
Teeds......ccooverevvennn .. 1050
Wakefield ..

Inverness. . .

Trenton . ...
Comwall................c...

Fitzroy and Tarbolton........ 1275
Rec'd from you as per list. ... 168 69
FRENCH EVANGELIZATION
Wakefield ................... §17 90
Mrs. P. McLaren............ 4 00

KANXAKEE MISSION.

William Sutherland, Quebec

result of a rifle match 5

RECEIPTS FOR RECORD UP TO 22ad MAY, 1873.

W. R., Bowmanville ; Rev. W. McK., Alnonte, $5 40; J. McC., Kirkton, $7 50;
W.B., G.E, W. H, Mts, F.,, Rev. T. W., J. M., Seneca; A.McG., A, M.,
8. G. B., Mr. S., Rosseau ; L. K., Morriston, $15 00; H. W., Clarksburg ; J.C;,
Woodville, $22 00; D. bMcK., H. H., Aberarder;J. C., S. S., Hillsborough ;
D. R., Bruceficld, $2 40; A. L., Wick, 3 60 ; Mrs. C. F., Colborne; Rg;o&

g)
Lachute ; A. McN., Rockwood ; Mrs, F,, W. McF., Strabane ; J.H., Westover;
S. Mcl, E. W., Utica;C. McF., Appin, 3 30 ; W. T., Parkhill ; J. K., Elora,
18;A S, A E, A T, Lieury ; P. F., Williamstown, $4 00 ; W. C., Widder,
$11 95 ; A. 8., Flesherton, G. B. Gormley's Corners.

McL., Hoathhead $6 07 ; Rev. W. R., Chesterfield $5 60 ; Rev. J. M., W.

Fingal.................... $10 00
Oneida & Indiana, &c........ 15 00
Saint Mary’s............ ... 2810
TLochiel. .................... 12 00
Nissouri North & South...... 8 00
East Puslinch Duff’s Church.. 500
Kincardine Chalmers Ch..... 5,00
Wellesley.........ooovnnat 900
Uxbridge ..........c.oooe 200
Roxborough & Finch. .. 12 00
Hamiton Knox Church 30.00
Windsor............ 5.00
Port Stanley ................ 2.00
Forest and Mackays.......... 3-00
Columbus................... 17 91
Ashfield and Huron.......... 8.00
BUILDING FUND.
E. H. Copland.............\ $67 00
Rev. Wm. MeLaren......... ... 50.00
David McKay.......... ..ot 1000
Chas. Baillie Jr........... 50 00
James Court... 83 34
Judge Torrance 23333
John Watson... . 200 00
James McLaren........... .. 333,34
Wm. Tait.....ooooveennn ... 50000
Laird Paton........cceoevvnnneen.. 200000
Heetor Munro............c.......... 10:00
‘Wm. Sutherland, Quebec, re- )
suls of a rifle match.......... 500
e 1000
. 1000
833.33



