Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original

copy available for filming. Features of this copy which

may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

l ] Covers damaged/
| Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

| ] Coloured maps/
| Cattes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

' Bounrd with other material/

| d Relié avec d’autres documents

. Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I‘'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear

within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/
Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées

lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,

mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n"ont
pas été filmées.

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

I | Pages damaged/
| Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

s Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
.1 Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

includes index{es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de 1a livraison

Additional comments:/ Page 279 is incorrectly numbered p. 179,

Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30x

l J

|

12X 16X 20X 28X 28X 32X



THE

Gunadian Judependent,

Vou. XIX. TORONTO, MARCH, 1873 No. 9.

PASTORAL VISITATION. *
BY REV. T. M. REIKIE.

‘The old adage, that*‘ a house-going minister makes a church-going people.” has
some truth in it, We cannot, however, forbear stating in the outset our convie-
tion that the regular work of preaching demands the best efforts. An efticient
and conscientious discharge of the duties of the pulpit must form the ground-
work of success in all the departments of usefulness open to a faithful pastor.
Indeed, the carefulness of thorough preparation and an able advocacy of truth in
public will aid the worker in his subsequent duties. Tn the circumstances of
our country and times we may be sure that nothing will make amends for weak-
ness in the exposition of the Word of God, and the enforcement of the great
truths of the gospel. The call, however, for more frequent visitation on the part
of a people onght to be wisely considered and yielded to, so far as the great end
in view, even the salvation and edification of souls, is advanced. We make no
account in this place of the cry as it originates in a fault-finding spirit.  In all
probability a people who love their minister will never be able to see enough of
him, while frequently the spirit of dissatisfaction finds vent in the vemark, * he
never visits.” There are two extremes which we must avoid : let it not be justly
said, ‘* there he comes ag last,” or. ** heve he cowmes again.” Neither too seldom nor
too often.

Pastoral visitation we regard as an important part of ministerial work  In that
sublime address of Paul to the elders of the church at Ephesus, which contains a
sumary of our general business, ‘‘serving the Lord with all humility of mind,
and with many tears;” of our special work, “ take heed to yourselves and to all
the flock ? ; ann of vur doctrine, “repentance towards God, and faith towards our
Lord Jesus Christ” ; there is a statement of the place and manner of teaching,
“ how T kept back nothing that was profituble wnto you, but have shewed you,
and have taught you publicly, and from house to house.”  This is sufficient scrip-
tural authority for the customn. In fact the thing itself amounts to this, personal
inspection and vigilance that our public work be not lost. It is, to use a figura-

* Read to Central Association at Toronto, Feb. 11, 1873.




278 PASTORAL VISITATION. '

tive expression, the harrewing in of the good seed after sowing.  To be done
avight it requires, like everything clse, thought and prayer.  Adaptation to

circumstances of time and place must be taken into account and employed. A
long-winded sermon  or anything approaching to cant should be sedulously -
guarded against.  Regularity and gystem are of great importance in carvying on

the work. A stercotyped form is unwise. A venerable brother, among us once '
at our association mceting, said if in his visit he found a farmer at his plough, he ;
went alongside of him, talking as he went en with his work, We must conform

10 the evident necessities of each case, although in this country we are never like- !
iy to find such a one as that of a minister who called on a weaver, but in the !
clatter of his loom could not speak to be heard, nor could get him so much as to ’
turn his face to him. At last he was asked, *“ How much do you make by a day’s |
work !’ ‘¢ About three and six-pence.” ¢ Well, that will be about four pence

half-penny an hour ; there is the price of an hour’s work, and now let me have a
little talk with you ; there is sixpence and, I’ll take out the change in a few mo-
ment’s talk some cther time.” The minister says, ¢ I assure you I not only found i
him willing enough, but he leapt out of his frame with nimbleness when I called !
on him again.” Our success and the evokement of deep feeling are almost cer-
tain, if, previous to the call, the particular case of the family or individualsin it
has been made a subject of special prayer.  When properly conducted, we seta
high value, therefore. on pastoral visitation, and in order to stir up your pure

minds hy way of remembrance, we now proceed to nctice some of the advantages
arising from it. :

1. Tt promotes an adequedte personal ueyramtance with the people. Old priesteraft
may find its account in keeping the people at arm’s length, but the Christian
shepherd, from the benignity and love of the system heis devoted to promote, will
seck out the flock. Visitation on the part of a state-paid clergy has sometimes been |

conducted with an air of lordly authority designed tomake the people feel the great- |
ness of the invader of their humes.  Such a spirit is foreign to the meek and low- |
ly pattern of the Good Shepherd who calleth His sheep by name and leadeth them
out. They hear His voice and they follow Him. Theve is much in cordiality of |
manner and manly bearing to win the cor fidence of those committed to our charge.
Friendly calls are desirable ; nor should a people grudge the relaxation to a
minister arising from friendship. A correct type of a pastoral visit is something
more than a formal call ; for it to degenerate into mere gossiping and empty
talk were an unmitigated calamity. Let (it take the higher object of becoming
acquainted with the character, wants and habits of each member of the congre-
gation. An insight into human nature will thereby be furnished, affording many
hints for sermons and bringing up topics for elucidation in public. Tosome
minds the expericnces thus revealed become an inexhaustible mine and a source
of great usefulness. Many are reached through the study of the heart, and hu-
man nature and experience, rather than through ¢‘ the study of books.” A know-
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ledge of the world and the thoughts that men think will give oue power to drop
a word in season.  In answer to an objection rising from being defeated and
thrown back in trying thus to do good, iz has been said, *‘Is not that becavse
you always think of yourself, and carry your own intellectual self and percep-
tions foremost and uppermost ! A touch of true human nature would find them
and melt them, and bear them cown; but I admit it isno easy work. Yet I must
say I have had some depressing experiences. I very well remember when T was
a young curate, calling upon a poor old woman. Perhaps I seemed like o ’pren-
tice hand at wy work, 1 can’t say ; but the old body attempted her best to put
me at my ease by saying, ¢ Now young man, Isee you are a young’un, don’t be
narvous, all you have to dois to read a short psalm and give me a shilling.” In
our intercourse, too, with people it is quite possible that a better side of our own
nature may become known to them. “Ma,” said a little girl to her mother on
returning from church, *“ 1 like our preacher when he comes to see us, but 1 don't
lik~ to hear him preach.”  On being asked why, the responsce was, *¢ His preaching
sounded like scolding all the time.”

2. Weremark that pastoral visitation is advaniageons ¢ sneans of getting i
the particlar state of individuals. To reach men personally often requires kind-
ly dealing and touching appeals to their conscience.  ** Thon art the man,” when
honestly and wisely said, is likely te produce thoughi. This is coming o close
quarters. It is taking aim, with the great end in view of ringing a soui to
Jesus. All experience shows that consciences cau thus be dealt with in a way
wmost lihely Lo de good. Do, Spencer’s Pastorai Sketches is a book containing
many striking instances of this.  As a means of cxpiaining difliculties, mecting
objections or giving simple illustrations of fruth, the vaiue of this pastoral watch-
care is immense. Let us hear Baxter in the Reformed Pastor on this point :

It is needless to make any further question of our oblization, when we know
that this work is needful to our people’s conversion and salvation, and that we
are in general commanded to do all that is needful to those ends as far as we are

- able. Whether the unconverted have need of conversion, I hope is not doubred

among us.  And whether this be a means, and a most important means, expe-
rience may put boyond a duubt, if we had no more. Let them that have taken
maost pains in public examine their people aud try whether many of them are not
nearly as ignorant and careless as if they had never heard the Gospel. For my
part I study to speak as plainly and movingly as 1 can—and next to my study
to speak truly, these are my chief studies, and yet I frequently meet with per-
sons that have been hearers eight or ten years, who know not whether Christ be
God or man, and wonder when 1 tell them the history of His birth. and life and
death, as if they had never heard it before. And of those who know the history
of the Gospel, how few are there who know the nature of that faith, repentance
and holiness which it requireth, «r at least, who know their own hearts. But
most of them have an ungrounded trust in Christ, hoping that He will pardon,
justify and save them, while the world hath their hearts, and they live to the
flesh. And this they take for justifying faith. Ihave found by experience that
some ignorant persons who have been so long unprofitable hearers, have got more
knowledge and remorse of conscience in half an hour’s close discourse than they
did from ten years’ public preaching. I know that preaching the Gospel publicly
is the most excellent means, because we speak to many at once ; but it is usually
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far more effectual to preach it privately to a particular sinner as to himself : for
the plainest man that is can scarcely speak plain enough in public for them to
understand ; but in private we may do it much more. In public we may not use
such homely expressions or repetitions as their dulness requires ; but in private
we may. In public our specches ave long, and we quite overrun their un-
derstandings and wemories, and they are confounded and at o loss, and not able
to follow us, and une thing drives out ancther, and so they know not what we
say ; but in private we can take our work gradatim, and take cur hearers along
us ; and by onr questions and their answers, we can see how far they understand
us.  Besides, we can better answer their objections and engage their promises
before we leave them, which in public we cannot do. 1 conclude, therefore, that
public preaching will not be sufticient ; for though it may be an effectual means
to convert many, yet not so many as experic..ce and God's appointment of fur-
ther means way assure us.  Long wmay you study and preach to little purpose, if

you neglect this duty.”

As an advantage arising from this work we remark : 3vd. Jt is calenlated to on-
press the people with « sense of our interest in them, and affection for them. That
deep longing for the salvation of men that leads us to go after them earnestly and
lovingly is sure to tell on the hearts and consciences of those with whom we have
to do. Love for our work and ardour in it will lead us to spare no pains to win
souls. The Pastors of 1srael were blamed for neglecting their duties. ¢ Woe be
unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture, saith the
Lord. 'Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Isrvacl, against the pastors that
feed my people, **Ye have scatiered my tlock and driven them away, and have not
visited them ; behold I will visit upun you the evil of your doings, saith the
Lord.” And again, ** Woe be unto the shepherds of Israel that do feed them-
selves ; should not the shepherds feed the flock!  Ye eat the fat and ye clothe
you with the wool, ye kill thom that are fed; but ye feed not the flock. The
diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick,
neither have ye bound up that which was Dbroken, neither have ye brought
again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was
lost.” Words of warning, awakening the true spirit of our oftice ; setting be-
fore ws the claims of the poor, the weak, the sick, the wandering. We *“ watch
for souls as they that must give an account.” ** That we may do it with joy and not
with grief,” we must leave no opportunity neglected of warning and beseech-
ing men to be reconciled to God : pointing out Jesus who was made sin for us
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  We must bring
the inflaence of vur character, affection and position to captivate the hearts of
the people, and lead them to ihe hearty and loving service of Jesus.

’

—_— e ———— .

Let wmusements il up the chiuks of your existence, not the great spaces thereor.
Let your pleasures be taken as Daniel took his prayers, with his windows open-
pleasures which need not cause a single blush on an ingenuous cheek.

Some men are ¢:lled sagacious, merely on account of their avarice : whereas a
child can clench its fist the mowment it is born.—Shenstoue.

George McDonald says : * One thing is clear to me, that no indulgence of pas-
sion destroys the spiritual nature so much as respectable selfishness.”
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EXTRA SERVICES.

We are in the habit of calling those only Extra Services, that are over and
beyond the forenoon. afternoon and evening services of our chapels and churches ;
and additional to or boyond the weck-night lecture or prayer meeting. These
Extra Servicos are of soveral kinds. There is the *“ Protracted Meeting,” where
preaching is had every day, or more commonly every night, for two or three or

. more weeks. And there is the Out-dvor Service or Open-air Preaching, where

in park or square, at the street corner, or from an empty waggon, orin a ceme-

 tery, or under a friendly tree. the preacher discourses of unscen things. ¢ Bethol

Services,” (which has become the technical phrase for meetings on shipboard,) and
“Cottage Meetings ” are scarcely now considered extra services atall. Another
variety of Extra Service is the Camp-Mecting ; lasting generally six days, and
including a Sabbath. And there is the Daily Prayer-Meeting. No doubt the
years to come will show Extra Services of new kinds, services and means not now
in vogue. We have, perhaps, no duty with regard to these ; but we havo a duty
with regard to the others. They are before us—they are on trial. If the means
are pure, and the results are good, then we should adopt them as far as our cir-
cumstances render expedient or possible. If we find that the means, either in
themselves or in their results, are not good, then we must lay them by : nay, we
must oppose them. But the best way, in all such cases, isjto eonnteract an objec-
tionable activity, by adopting a pure and good form.

Wo approach, then, the subject of Protracted Meetings, so called ; preaching
from night to night, for many nights in succession. God’s word is “‘like a ham-
mer that breaketh the rock in picces :” and to this end it may be used in the

_ same way --with repeated blows on the same spot. till the resisting object gives

way. This is one half of the philosophy of such meetings. Impressions are deep-
ened night by night : the conscience gets no rest; and the resolution of the re-
pentant Prodigal is reached, ‘T will arise; and go to wmy father!” The other
half of the philosophy is that the workers in ‘such mectings obtain a2 holy bold-
ness which enables them to approach unbeiievers, and self-deceived professors,
in suca a way as they had never been able to do before 5 and as the sced of the
Kingdom is better planted and watched, more of it grows. These Special, or Revi-
val, meetings have outgrown objections that were once in vogue respecting them ;
and may be said, as far as theory is concerned, to be now a part of our recognized
system. DMy impulse is to write, ‘ Every church should hold a series of Revival
meetings every year at each of its preaching stations,” and then pass on.*ZBut an
objectionis often urged —¢ It isno use trying to hold such meetings unless there are
some indications of more than usnal interest.” I am notsure that we ought to use
that objection, for there is a tendency in it to make us sit down and do nothing,
hoping for something to come in some manner entirely independent of human
instrumentality. The Spirit is always working somewhere ; and will work in our
hearts if we will but submit to His influences. And while it is certainly true
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' it is also true that

that *“ A Revival must begin in the Believers’ own “wenrts,’
that preliminary Revival ought to be in progress all the time, and ought to be
used as an encouragoment : ** Here God has revived my own heart ; nor isit for
myself alone, but also that others might be revived through me.”

Weprefer the autumn to the winter as the season for Protracted Meetings. Butany
time is better than no time. It needs two chief workers.  Ono ministerial brother
helping another is all that is necded at the desk. Let the truth that saves be
pointedly reiterated from night to night—-let the ‘‘sermon ” be nearly all ¢ ap-
plication ”—and, if possible, let every unsaved one present be personally and pri-
vately spoken to.  They will not remain for such conversations for some titme at
firat. 1t is sumetimes good-—cmnmencing at the door—to converse with every one,
without first *“ dismissing ” the congregation ; rapidly passing from pew to pew
for that purpose. These random shafts are surz to hit some 3 and the move pri-
vate ¢ Enguiry Meeting ” will soon be recruited.

The Open-air Service stands in a different position. It is wore vexed with
strange and wayward workers. It hasbecome a recognized procedure in Londons
that if & man has any outlandish fancies on social economy, morality, philosophy
or religion, he immediately holds forta on a Sunday afternoon in Hyde Park.
Undoubtedly, the best reply to the criticism that * many of the out-door preach-
ers are hypocrites and enthusiasts,” is for so many well-knows, sound and reput-
able ministers to go vut to this work, that it would no longer have in it any con-
siderable measure of truth.  As to the results of this practice, :c is strange that
any should have suffered themselves to fall into the false position of objecting to
it. John preached out of doors ; and it was only when he preached benecath a
roof that his audience ceased to follow his injunctions. Qur i.ord, like his fore-
runner, was a Teacher and Preacher in the open-air. Not exclusively so ; and,
perhaps, no open-air preacher refuses opportunities of preaching at times beneath
a roof ; but his greatest successes inimpressing and indoctrinating the multitudes
were in the open air. The aposties were, every one of them, accustomed thus
to preach. So much for precedent nnd authority. Tt is certais:ly suflicient. As
to its advantages—(1) the congregations ave larger. In any of o towns or con-
siderable villages, a strect-preacher, if & well-known and reputsble minister, will
not fail, at any suitable time and place, say a shady spot on a £.anday evening in
suminer, tv have at least two hundred people to hear him. lany of these are
habitual neglecters of public worship. It is something to get them within the
sound of the Gospel. (2.) It improves the preacher. Tt tends to plainness
and irectness of speech, and to freedom from dependence on notes or memo-
randa.

Nothing is easier to begin. A Scotch Emigrant took his stand within fifty yards
of my door, one Sunday evening this summer, and began singing a hymn. By
the time he was done, there were twenty people standing near. He then began
talking to them of Christ’s salvation. A hundred perhaps heard the conclusion
of his retnaiks. Next Sabbath, at the same hour, about two hundred were there.
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So it continued for six weeks, and then he wout to Muskoka. A man must learn
to have sumething direet and plain to say who preaches out of doors 3 and must
have an answer ready if interrupted and questioned.  Our politicians, when can.
vagsing » County, are perfectly inditferent in the matter of out-door or in-door
meetings, ** Which will bring out the people best 1”7 The answer fo that question
decides them at once.  And a private Christian who has & good voice and ear for
singing, cun render most effective service to the Lord, by going with the street-
preacher, backing him up, and taking the singing upon himself. 1t is very ex-
hausting speaking iu the open-air, and the spraker should not in addition use bisg
voice much in singing.  Evidently, open-air preaching s  work we must take up
wore than hitherto.  Let us hear. as owr ministers take their ** Warking  Holi-
days,” of their ‘¢ crying ¢rithout and uilering their voice in the strects 5 erying

"

in the chicf place of coneourse 17 and lev the message be salvation free toall, be-
cause Jesus died for all

And though noted above lagt, we might here speak of the Dty Prager Meet-
ing. In consequence of the example and suceess of the Fulton Street prayer-
meeting in New York, these meetings were adopted in many plrces. But not
often with anything like the success of Fulton Street.  Prayer is the believer in
converse and communion with God. [t is thevefore a great means of uickening
the graces, and increasing the zeal of the Christian.  Bug, except in so faras it
inspires him with more earnestness in secking and advising the sinner - and ex-
cept in so far ae the sinner is instructed by the statements he hears made in @
prayer—statements in the nature of preaching —prayer does not aflect the sinner
like preaching. Prayer is the Christian’s going into his armoury to get his sword
and spear ; but it i3 not the getting of these, but the using of them that smites
down the sinner.  Asg an evangelistic effort then, we hold a daily prayer-meeting

“as merely preparatory.  Weneed to speak to God,and not to our neighbear, about

our own heart ; but we need to speak, both to God and onr neighbour about
his heart ; and there are many timid Christians, who pray with earnest ferveney
that God would convert their neighbours, and yet refuse to be bearers of the
blessing theyseck for them. Perhaps God’s answer is, ¢ Yes, I will send my
blessiug and pardon along with the faithful words of any one of my children who
will go to them 7”7 And no one goes and the blessing is not had.  The placeof the
daily prayer-meeting is therefore as an auxilliary to the preaching mneetings : then
it becomes the golden pipe that brings and pours out the golden oil from the olive
trees of God. :

We have left the Cawmp-Meeting to the Jast. It does not seem to be in our line
of things, and yet we cannot satisfactorily answer the question, *“Whynot 7™ It
stands in the samo relation to out-door preaching that the Protracted Meeting
does to an ordinary service. It is an out-door service, protracted. The Covenanters
used to have them.  And John the Baptist held one all summer long. He bap-
tized in Enon, becanse of the water there. Puople did not come to hear one ser-
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mon, but they remained, ‘¢ camping” round those springs and streams for
days, and perhaps weeks. During the very weck this is written (9th September,)
the Episcopal Methodists have seven Camp Mectings advertised to begin. How
many the other budies of I thodists have, I donw’t know. It is, to those who
attend them out of a Christian purpose, like attending the ‘“ Feast of Taber-
nacles." The harvest is in ; the weather is yet mild, the forests are yot green—
and so they got under the branches, and have a good time for a week. I don't
seo anything to condemn, and 1 see much to commend, in the idea of the ¢ Field”
or ‘“Camp” Meeting. There are abuses : the sons of Belial como, as to the satur-
nalia. The uncircumcised are there. But their mer: presence should not be
objected to. They are sometimes brought down in wenkness, and gathered into the
Gospel fold. 1 imagine the Covenanters had less of senseless and excited shouting
and more of solemn work in their own hearts, and in the consciences of others.
A church in a high state of spirituality, could hold a glorious Camp-Meeting ! |
What a delight to the whole man—spiritual, mental and physical—to get out |

from—

——-The dimness and the dust
Of our daily toils and cares !

enough?
It does not meet the case to say, *‘ We have all Houses of Worship ncw, and

do not need to go to the woods.””  You will get a far greater throng in the woods.
You could not get them into your chapels at all, except perhaps in the evenings. .
You imbibe the influences of the scene ; and what comes thus is pure delight. |
You have an unbroken series of public and private meetings for five or six days— |
only eating and sleeping coming between. We have a right to a week’s rest in
September, if we like ! And if we choose to take it in a religious pic-nic, lasting
that time, who shall veto it ?

It needs a large stafl of workers and managers ; for perfect order must Je main-
tained ; and the labours would exhaust two or three. And there is no reason
why a Revival at a meeting of days in the woods should not show as good fruits
—and as lasting—as any other. I exceedingly wish that in cack of our Mis-
sionary Districts, one Camp-Meeting at least should be held every season. It
might take the place of the summer meeting of the Association : for the brethren
would have the most delightful opportunities of all the social fellowship they
want. Let thereading of essays and discussions of texts be for the winter moot-
ing ; and let the summer meeting be the ¢ preacher’s tent ” beneath the maples !
Let the whola strength of the District ministry be there ; as many as possible to
romain over the Sabbath. 1 believe we could, by earnest planning, and faith,
and prayer, conduct a Camp-Meeting that would redound to the glory of God !

Such is a brief discussion of « large subject : that of ¢ Extra Services.”

W. W, S,
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GENESIS—11.

It is well known that within the Iast quarter of a century the book of Gencsis
has had to bear the chief brunt of the unsparing onslaught made upon the Biblo
as o professed rovelation of the will of God. The reason of this is not remote

from sight. The extrome antiquity of the book places its subject matter and its

Poculiar forms of representing things out of the reach of the varied light of coun-
temporary history for verification. The brevity with which great and small events
are narrated, and the but partial unfinished statements made, concerning persons,
places and consequences of actions, impart to the tout ensemble of the history much
of the dubious appearance which an unique and many sided building wonld as-
sume, if we caught sight of it for the first time through the glo: ming. Moreover,
the book professes Lo render an authentic account of the oceurv nce of certain im-
portant physical events in the history of the formation of the earth and its inha-
bitants, thus in ages long anterior to science entering upon a province with re-
spect to which science now claims to speak with unchallengeable authority. And
toa limiied order of minds there appears to be in Genesis something unusually
gingular in the relations which the Divine Being is there represented as sustain-
ing to His creatures ; and even an incongruity between some of the earlier trans-
actions and those conceptions of the becoming dignity of the Supreme and of the
order of nature as now seen in physical and social life which modern culture pro-
duces and necessitates. Hence the more candid and venturous of this class of stu-
dents have not hesitated to ask the question, whether this first literary production
is to be interpreted as though it were a useful compendinm of sacred tradition
fashioned by an able pennian into the shape of interesting myths, with a valuable
kernel of moral truth at the core, or is to be aceepted as a plain and trustworthy
narrative of accomplished facts. The skill with which the mythologists of Greece
have been shown to be clever poetic embodiments of ancient wisdom with just a
trifling amount of historical fact, serving as a living heart, has naturally prompted
some to apply the same method of interpretation to the earliest Jewish records.
The reputed success of Niebuhr in dealing with certain romantic accounts of early
Roman history, relegating them to the pictorial fancy of prehistoric times, while
admitting in them a substratum of fact, and the unmerciful attacks of recent
explorers into the genesis of the British Nation upon our most treasured storiess
have strengthened the belief in minds of a secular cast that what is thus
most probably true of the antiquities of other nations, is also true of the antiqui-
ties of the Jews ; while the widely diftused dogme of one class of scientists, that
the uniform order in nature which we know to prevail in our day has, and must
always have, prevailed in former days, makes even true helievers, who have not
the heart or brain to tear to pieces the fallacies of these orders of reasoning, un-
easy in their acceptance of the book of Genesis as something to be interpreted on
principles absolutely sui generis and yet, on that very account, most reasonable
and impregnable. It is to be feared that there are not a few holy men who do
not derive from the study of the book of Genesis the benefit it was designed to con-
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vey, or whoeven are afraid to approach its details with an carnest mind because, as
they glance overthe extraordinary narratives it contains, they areconscious of a sup-
pressed voice which, echoing thesuspicionsof unfriendly critics, whispers theneverto
be proneunced word —* Inciedible!” That God should have made the world in * six
days ;” that He should have made man out of the * dust of the earth,” and his
wife out of man’s flesh ; that huinan bliss or woe should be made in any way con-
sequent upon abstaining from, or using the fruit of one ““tree;” that serpents
and human beings should enter into free and not surprising converse ; that the
Eternal should ““walk ” about in a garden to find Adam and then ask questions
for information ; that in the first generation men should attain to the age of eight
or nine hundred years ; that the High and Mighty One should enter into minute
details about building an ark, should walk into Abraham’s tent, share ameal, com-

mand him to sacrifice his vwn son, and engage in a * wrestle ™ with Jacob till the
creature’s thigh was broken.—these are some of the strange things which seem not
to be amenable to the conceptions which minds subjected to modern culture are
supposed to be compelied to form of the ways and character of the All-wise,
and, at least, are thoughr to be so intensely anthropomorphic as to require a

special clucidation if they ave to be received as reasunable and, thervefure, unyues-
tionable.

It is not difficult to show, however, that the whole of the foregoing views are
based on an im; erfect induction of the facts in the history of mankind on which
our conceptions of GGod and His ways should be based. The details of that pro-
cess will come in due time. JMeanwhile it may be well to remember that there is
too often & covert assumption of reasvnableness on vne side of the controversy, for

which there is no justification.

There has been unwisely allowed to & well known class of critics a monopoly of
the use of the word ““ rational ;7 and their free use of this term, which, occupy-
ing in relation to mind the same position as does the term * freedom ™ in relation

to social life, has done not a little harm in fostering the notion among docile lear-
ners that the ordinary interpretation of Genesis cannot be sustained on reasonable
principles—but must rest 2lone ou unreasoning submission to a reasonless authori-
ty. While, on the other hand, the opponents of the afuresaid school have unwit-
tingly made the generalapplication of the term * rational ” synonymous with are-
jection of a supernatural intervention. It is certainly time to rescue language
from such confusion of application ; an to show that the view of Geuesis which
tukes the record as a fair and approximately exact representation of the actual
facts that took place is the most natural, just and rational interpretation that can
be put on the record.
Montreal. CHARLES CHAPMAN
To be continued.

{ErrATA in first Article, February number.—On p. 245, line 6, for ** condi-
tion,” vead ** contributions.” P. 246, line 18, for *‘as existent,” read *‘ to be
extinct.]
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THE MINISTRY A JOY.

Brethren of the clergy and lity, I most atfectionately wrge upon you to seck
out in all your parishes thuse who may be trained for the ministry of the
Church. One parish in the divcese has given us ten young men for the sacred mi-
nistry. Other parishes may do likewise, and our candidates be inercased a
hundred fold. 'The material is everywhere. It only needs faith, prayer, and
work, to lead our young men to offer themselves for God’s work.

. The ministry is not a sorrowful life of self-denial, hardship, and privation. [t
is the most soul-comforting, heaven-inviting work and that ever engaged the sons
of men. They who would be useful in any calling will find that they have to

. bow their backs to heavy burdens.

The soldier and sailor give up home and often life for their country. The
loneliness of the wounded and dying on the battle-field is as sharp a cvoss as the
missionary’s deathin any foreign fiecld. The toiler in any wordly avocation grap-
ples with real difficultics ; he is as often weary in his work, thwarted in his plans,
discouraged in his hopes, as the minister of Christ. The record of every village
will show among its lawyers, physicians, merchants, and craftsmen, more failures
than minong the clergy of the Church. Tt is not the ministry which alone offers
trials. They belong to every lot. The thorns are in every path. The grace of God
may help us to bear themw like men It may even make the way of trial a way of
roses. These callings may all bear the stamp of a higher serviee, and yet it is
true that the happiest life that God ever gave to any nan is that of a faithful
priest. It is above all uther honours to be the priest of the Church, the ambussa-
dor for God, the steward of the mysteries of the Gospel.

Think how short life is.  Think how sad it is to work and toil and die, and
carry nothing of this weary work to the world unseen.  And yet this is the life
of thousands. How much better for us all tu seek in our voeation and calling to
be God’s messengers of love to the sad, the sinful, and the sorrowing. Can there
be a holier joy than to be permitted in Jesus® name to bind up broken hearts and
tell a sinful world of redeeining love ? Is it not a call to thrill @ young heart with
joy that he is called of God to be Fis ambassador ! That by God’s authority he
may receive men into His Kingdom 7 That he may in Jesus’ name feed them on
that bread whick came down from heaven. and which if & man eat he shall never
hunger ? There is no earthlycalling which has such sunlight from heaven. No life
is 80 blessed as that of one who like Samuel is consecrated from childhood to
God’s service. Saved from the snare of youth, trained in guilelessness to man-
hood ; who can tell of the joy of dying, when we can look back upen life with no
bitter conscivusness of having betrayed innucence, or perverted the way of vthers,
when we have never by example or precept caused others to fall.  To such a life
Jesus calls our youth. It has its sacrifices, but then s:crifice is the law of love.
These hearts of ours are never satistied until we go out of ourselves to love others.
Love decpens. Love unseals sympathics. Love unlovsens affections. Love
%Ejlngs ;\'nrk, and work brings gladness and peace and rest with God.— Bixhop

upple.

@bituy.
THE REV. THOMAS PULLAR.

‘Wehave the paintal duty to-day, says the Hamilton Spectator of the 19th Feb.,
to record the death of the Rev. Thomas Pullar, who has been pastor of the
Congregational chur:h in this city for the Iast fifteen years. The death of Mr.
Pallar took place this morning at 7 o’clock. Up to yesterday nothing scrious
was anticipated in his illness, which was thought tobe an attack of influenza.
He had been preaching in Toronto on Sunday the 9th instant, and attended
meetings on the subscquent days, returning home on the following Thursday,
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seemingly in his usual health. He was in our office on Saturday morning, and
seemed quite well. He did not give up hopes of being able to conduct the Sab-
bath services until an hour or two before service time, when he felt so prostrated
that he had to give up the idea of being able to take the duties of theday. From
Sunday he got worse, and yesterday symptoms of a more serious kind made
their appearance. He suffered very little, and passod away calmly and almost
imperceptibly.

Mr. Pullar was a native of Perth, Scotland, where e was brought up under
the infuence of the Secession church of that country. Hewas born in the year
1811,and was consequently in the 62nd year of his age at his death. In early life he
was engaged in teaching. His first regular charge was the Felling Mission, in the
County of Durham, England. Here he gathered a large congregation, and
formed a church. This he left in a prosperous state, to accept a call to the
church worshipping in Albion! street, Glasgow—formerly Dr. Wardlaw’s. After a
faithful ministry of ten years he removed to Southampton, from thence to Cole-
raine in Ireland to take charge of missions there. He subsequently had charge
of churches at Dumfries, and Hamilton in Lanarkshire—from the latter place
removing to Hamilton, Ontariv, where he settled in the year 1857. During his
connection with the church in Hughson street there has been great progress
made innumbers and influence. When he came here, the canse was strugaling
for existence; but, in 2 large meuasure through his disinterested, faithful and
unwearied labours, not only has a new place of worship been erected, but the
spiritual and material condition of the church has been healthy and satisfactory.
Mr. Pullar was a man ofglarge sympathies, and though his sense of duty and stern
adhisrence to principle often brought him into conflict with others and made him
enemies, still he was most unsellish in allhis public and private acts. He had
the welfare of the community deeply at heart, and a more faithful pastor and
preacher could not be found. He was intensely in carnest in all he did, and
was, as a minister, anxious above all things to see men saved and living up
to the standard which he believed to be the tiue one. He took especial inter-
est in the young, a testimony of which exists in the crowded meeting of young
people held on the fixst Sabbath evening of every month after service.

In his death the church and congregation have lost a faithful and loving
pastar, and his family, so suddenly plunged into sorrow, a kind hushand and
father.

[During Mr. Pullar’s visit to Toronto, but a week before his death, he scemed
in excellent spirits, though slightly unwell, and entered heartily into the exer-
ciges of the Central Association Meeting. His last sermon, in the Northern
Church, on the evening of the 9th, was on the ¢ Blesseduess of the Redecmed in
Heaven!”

His funeral took place on Saturday, the 22nd, when the Church was crowded
with & deeply affected congregation. Besides the city ministers, there were pre-
sent, of his own body, Rev. Messrs. Allworth, W. Hay, Wood, Dickson, and
Jackson, who, as well as Rev. R. Burnet and 4. Richardson, took part in the ser-
vice. The funeral sermon is to he preached by Rev. Dr. Wilkes on the afternoon
of Sunday, March 2nd.}

MR. GEORGE HARDY, OF KINGSTON.

Another pioneer in the churches of this country has gone to his rest. M.

Hardy was born in 1784, in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, where his early years were |

chiefly spent. He was there brought to a knowledge of the truth, and united

with the Independents, among whom he enjoyeda fellowship which he never !

ceased to refer to with pleasure in after life. He served his apprenticeship to
the watch-making, partly in the City of London, and acquired an unusual degree
of proficiency in the art. Coming to Canada many years ago he settled in King-
ston, carrying on the Lusiness of w:m::h-m:;kiny7

r ;5 shortly after he removed to
Niagara, but soon returned to Kingston, where e remained till his death. It
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was very much owing to hig persistent urgency that a Congregational cause was

established, or re-established, in Kingston, in 1847, under the still remaining
pastor. His hospitality was freely extended to ministers, students, and others of
the Independent and other bodies As a citizen, Mr. Hardy tvok no part in
public affairs, but gave his attention more to objects of a religious character.
He sympathized with and supported nearly all the Evangelical Societies in the
place, and was for many years the Depositary of the British & Foreign Bible
Society, and London Religious Tract Society, (in connection with his own busi-
ness,) but received no compensation for it. He was always known as a strong
advocute of religious liberty ; for having a pure and free gospel preached ; and for
circulating a sound religious literature. Having succeeded well in business, he
retired about ten years ago. He intimated a short time before his death his
intention to bequeath a sum of money for the suppory of an Evangelist to labour
in and around the neighbourhood of Kingston, This he has entrusted to the
Northern Association of Congregational Churches in Scotland ; thus showing
that, while he was not in communion with any church for sume years, he never
renounced his Independent principles. Possessing a naturally strong constitu-
tion, combined with vemarkably temperate habits, he had considerably exceeded
the allotted time of hmman life. He experienced very little sickness, but the
infirmities of years were gradually creeping upun him, and wbout the middle of
Decewber last was taken ill, showing gradual signs of approaching dissolution.
Although unable to engage in conversation, towards the last he gave those around
him to understand that death had no terrors for him, and sv passed quictly away
on the 22nd of January, in the 90th year of his age.  Mr. Hardy had a large
family, most of whom he survived. W.I R,

MRS. (REV.) K. M. FENWICK.

We regret to learn of the death of Mrs. Fenwick, wife of the Rev. K. M. Fen-
wick, last night. She had been in delicute health for over ayear, byt had been
well enough to attend the bedside of her father, the late Mr. George Hardy,
who died a couple of weeks ago.  The shock of that event was too great for her,
and on her returnto her home after the funeral she became seriously ill, and
so continued until this morning, when death put anend to her sufferings.  Mrs.
Fenwick was a lady of sincere prety and deep religions conviction, For many
years she regularly visited the hospital and gaol, reading to and prayiug with
theinmates, and many aweary soul was comforted by her ministrations.  We
tender our warmest sympathy to the sorrowing husband and relatives in their
deep affiction. —Kingstor Daily News, Feb. §.

—te G o
DEACON W, 8. BARKER, SHEFFIELD, N.B.

Died at Shefficld, New Brunswick, on Friday, January 3$1st, 1873, Deacon
Whitchead S. Barker, father of the Rev. Enoch Barker, of Fergus, Ontario.
Decensed was born in Shefiield on March 12th, 1795, and was therefore nearly 78
years old at the thme of his decease.  His life was unmarked by any striking
event, but pursued a plain and even course from its beginning to its end. Its
limits comprise the main period embraced in the history of the church to which
he belonged, and its first twenty-four years were those dark years during the
whole of which the church was without a settled pastor. But soon after the
arrival and settlement of the late llev. AL McCallum, and under the revival of
gospel means and influences with which the church was then blest, the young
man gave his heart to God, aud consecrated his life to the Divine honour and
service. The consecration was thorough and sincere : the service was hearty and
coutinuous.

On the death of his father, who was a deacon of the church, Mr. Barker was
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chsen to fill the oftice, which he did with zeal and efticiency till the time when,
in the provideuce of God, he was laid aside from labour. Throughout his long
connection (of over half a century) with the church, Mr. Barker was noted for
the simple consistency of his Christian character, and especially as being a man
of peace, sacrificing for it all but purity and truth. Raling well his own house-
hold, he sought to exercise his oftice in the church in the same manner.

Mr. Barker’s life is connected with the social and political history of the
country by the fact that he served as a member of the Legislature of the Province

from 1840 to 1844. This was an important epoch in the history of New Brumns-
wick. Great questions of goverament and constitution were agitating the public

mind, and in their settlement the voice and infinence of Mr. Barker were always
used in promoting the peaceable attainment of civil and religious liberty. Neither

should it be forgotten that he helped forward with his means and advocacy the .

great practical reform of Temperance, which is now taking a front rank among
the questions of the day.

Mr. Barker was twice married,and of theten children born tohim, he had the un-
speakable satisfaction of seeing the six who lived to grow up all united to Christ
in the faith of the gospel, and also of secing one of them become a minister of
that gospel in connection with the denomination to which he himself belonged.

Of his later years but little need be said. Three years ago he became ailing
and infirm, and only came once afterwards to public worship, on the occasion of a
visit from the church’s former pastor, the Rev. James Porter, now of Toronto.
Soon afterwards his increasing malady deprived him of all further enjoyment in

this life. The distressed body burdened the mind ; memory failed. the past and '

the present becoming strangely mingled ; and the intense energy and strong will
of the man only finding vent in a querulous restlessness which ceased but with
his life. During the last week he became quietly unconscious, till he gradually
fell asleep in the Lord, part of whose gospel it is ““that he shall change our vile
bady. that it may be fashioned like unto His glorions hody.”

W. W,

Faterary Fotices,

81 without.

< Of making many ” hymn  books
there is no end,” without any doubt.
Dr. Hatfield’s Chwrch Hymn Book has
been adopted by one of our churches
{Sherbrooke), and has veceived very
warm commendations from competent
critics.  Dv. Robinson’s Songs of the
Sanctuury is claimed to be in use by two
thousand churches. Dr. Duryea, at the
request of a committee of the re-united
Presbyterian Church, is preparing a new
book for its official sanction. The Sab-
bath and the Plymouth collections still
hold their own.

Two things are noteworthy in refer-
ence to these American collections.
First, they are all published with music,
in order to promote congregational
singing. And secondly, they are all of
high price, $1.50 to $2.00 with music;

Then, the bouks are large
and heavy, therefore non-portable.

There 1s room among us for the pro-
mised book of the Engiish Union, newer
and better than the New Congregational.

By the way, we have not yet received
a copy of the Montreal abridgment of
the Sabbath Hymn Book.

TeMPERANCE PRI1zs. — Recent ex-

!

changes from England informs us that a .

munificent offer has been made by two
anonymous gentlemen, deeply interested
in the well-being of the community, of
two prizes of 250 and 150 guineas, re-
spectively, to be given to the writer of
the best essay on the following subject :
‘““The Temperance Reformation: its
claims upon the Christian Church.” The
competition for the prizes will be open
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to all, and the essays must be sent in to
Measrs. Hodder and Stoughtun, 27, Pa-
ternoster-row, London, from whom full
particulars may be had, not later than
the 15th of December, 1873.

Henrv Ward Beecher’s Lectures to
Young Men have been re-published in
J. B. Ford & Co.’s uniform edition of
his works. This was one of his earliest,
but it is one of the best of his writings,
Three new lectures have been added, on
¢ Swearing,”  Vulgarity,” and ¢ Hap-
piness.”

A ““Student’s Edition ”* of Conybeare
& Howson’s matchless work on the Life
and Epistles of St. Pawl, in which the
tex+ is unabridged, but the notes are
slightly condensed, and some illustrations
omitted, can now be procured in one
volume of the English publishers (Long-
mans) at 9s.

One of the most interesting publica-
tions of the time is the Memwirs of
Baron Stockmar, by his son.  Very few
of our readers may know who Baron

! Stockmar was, and therein lay his
© merit.

He was the physician and con-
fidential adviser of Prince Leopold,
husband of the Princess Charlotte of
England, and afterwards King of the
Pelgians, Later, he was the tutor and
friend of Prince Alhert, having had
much to do with negociating the Royal
Marriage, and remaining with the Queen
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and Prince Consort as their mentor, yet
80 loyally and discrectly fulfilling this
most delicate oflice as to excite scarce
any jealousy, but rather to win the con-
fidence, not only of his royal master and
mistress, but of Englishwen of all par-
ties. The insight here given into the do-
mestic life_of our Sovereign thoroughly
accords with that furnished by the
** Memoirs of the Prince Consort,” pub-
lished under Her Majesty's direction.

Four columes of the Biblical Musewm
by that admirable Sunduay writer, Rev.
James Comper Gray, have now appeared,
embracing Matthew and Bark, Luke
and Johm, Acts and Romans, and Cor-
inthians to Philemon ; price, 4s 6d each.

The Missionary World is the title of
an Encyclopiedia of information in re-
gard to ‘‘ the Missions of all denomina-
tions in all parts of the world, from the
time of Christ to the present day.”

(London : Elliot Stock ; price, 5s 6d.)

1t is recommended by the secretaries of
the Baptist, London and Wesleyan Mis-
sionary Socleties.

A New Cyclopadic of Llustrative An-
cedote, edited by Rev. Dr. Donald
McLeod, brother of the late Norman
MceLeod, and his suceessor in the chap-
lainey to the Queen and the editorshup
of Good IVords, is also anncunced by the
same publishers, at 7s Gd.

@orrespondence,

MANLY BOYS! re CONFIRM-
ATION,

My Drar INDEPENDENT :—Under
the heading of ¢‘ Mauly Boys ” on pages
271 to 274, of your February num-
ber, we fail to see the moral, orfind the
application of any Scripture lesson what-
ever, to be derived from its perusal,
If you have nct assisted the Bishops
of the Episcopal Church to confirm
those interesting youths, you have, at
least, with the most obliging suavity,

e e A e

become the medium of comnmunication to
your readers of the facts related, and

surely this much is inferable ; that you

approve, or at least indorse the steps

taken as being in the right direction,

1 highly to be commended. We have
been taught since our infancy and we

think the word of God very plainly and

most unmistakeably tells us, that what |

those three mauly boys were taught and
expected to find at the chancel rail,
from the hands of the Bishop, in the
form or rite of confirmation, was never,

|
l
|
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and never can be received short of Cal-
vary, at the bleedingside of Jesus. True,
the lads tF saght the means to be em-

- pluyed would secure for them the grace

of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the in-
tluence of the Holy Spirit, to check or

" coutrol their evil tempers, and thus gra-

dually be enabled to overcome what was
wrong and obtain all that was desirable.

Query : would not the resolutions in-
volved and the act performed be very
apt to supply a fine flowing robe, and a
nice easy pillow of self-rightevusness, in

. which, if the cress was not entirely lost
- sight of, would at least be so convenient-
ly supplanted that it might be forgotten

" tall

it was too late. We think, dear
INDEPENDENT, that you owe those three
honest earnest boys, a special duty ;and
that is to tell them plainly, and tcll

- them personally, by their names, Arthur

Charles and Edward, that they must go

© farther than where you left them ; that

" them a new heart wherein

they must arise and flee to Jesus ; that
He only can save, and that He isinviting
them and all to come, and Ie will give
dwelleth
righteousness and grace and strength,
to subdue and conquer the world, sin
and Satar. Yours inlove,
G. S. CuIMIE.

_ Listowel, Ont.

February 15th, 1873.

[We published the story referred to»
notwithstanding our objections to Con-

" firmation, for the sake of the ‘“ manly ”

traits there exhibited ; and for our part,

. were glad to find a guod side to a rite of-

ten practised so thoughtlessly. Perhaps
it won!d have been better to have adaed
a note. But we give our readers credit
for understanding such things, when not
expressed.— Ed.]

WHEN ARE PREACHERS SENT
BY GOD.

Mr. EpIror,—Itissometimesatirmed
that when a minister, or pastor, is sent
by God, sinners will be converted by
his preaching : and when sinners are
not converted by his preaching, he is
not sent by God. This test requirves
examination.

That urging sinners to comne to Christ
is part of a pastor’s duty, none will deny,
who are acquainted with the Word of
(iod. Buat the Word of God does nct

CORRESPONDENCE,

warrant us to expect immediate results,
even when this duty is faithfully per-
fortned. On the contrary we find Christ
telling his disciples that ¢ one soweth ;
and another reapeth.” The prophets,
and even Christ, himself, were sowers,

!

the apostles, and those who came after |

them, were reapers. ‘‘ He that believeth
on me, the works that I do shall he do
also, and greater works than these shall
he do, becanse I go unto my Father.”
(Johu, xiv. 12.) We often see a minis-
ter labouring assiduously in a place for
a number of years, with scarcely any
apparent result. He leaves the feld,
and another labourer takes his place.
Immediately there is a shaking among
the dry bones, and sinners cry out, as
on the day of Pentecost, *‘ Men and
brethren, what shall we do !> 1Is the
preacher who reaps the harvest war-
ranted to come to the conclusion, that
his predecessor who sowed the seed was
not sent by God? Assuredly not.
¢“Other men laboured, and ye are en-
tered into their labours.”

God is not restricted to any particular
method or time in the awakening of sin-
ners, neither will he permit one man to
glory over another in this matter. To
say that a preacher is not sent by God,
unless sinners are converted by his
preaching, is a test which has no founda-
tion in the Holy Scriptures.

The primary duty of a pastor is to
¢“feed the Church of God which he
hath purchased with his own bluod.”
(Acts. xx. 28) Consequently, if a pas-
tor attends to this duty he is sent by
God, and is also o successful labourer,
although he should never be the means
of cuiverbing w single sonl.  Are not
the men who drill the raw recruits
equally as useful in an army as the men
who ealist them ¢/ Is not the edifica-
tion of saints as important as the con-
version of sinners ?

If & preacher find that his preaching
is the means of making real converts,
let him do the work of an evangelist by
all means, but let him beware of coming
to the conclusion that his brother who
has a talent for feeding the church is

not equally as much sent by God as

he is himself.
GEORGE MiLL,
Warwick, Ont., Jan. 13th, 1873.
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DR. W. M. TAYLOR ON PRAYER.

Mz, Eprror,—In a previous communi-
cation, 1 referred to the sermgn of Dr.
Taylorin New York, on the re-opening of
Rroadway Tabernacle.  The concluding
part of that sermon, I think, will inter st
your readers, although brigfly noted. 1t
may be entitled, vbjcctions to prayer re-
Sfuted.

¢ Qur modern man of science tells us
that it is of no use to pray, since God
works by fixed Jaws, and He is not going

. to alter them for us. Iam sure it is true
¢ that God works by fixed laws, but then

He has so fixed them that He can answer
prayer through them. A few day ago, I
was at Bm"Inm)ton, in this State, to ful-
til & preaching engagement, and T took
the vpportunity of inspccting the water
supply of the city. In a small building
by the side of the Susyuchanna, there
is an engine which goes day and night,
pumping water out of the river for the
inhabitants, which is so arranged that
the demand of the town acts as a gover-
nor, the engine moving with greater or
less rapidity, according as the water is
taken off in greater or larger measure.
Then, when a fire occurs in the town, an
alarm bell rings in the engine-room and
immediately the engineer gears on sume
extra machinery, by which the mains are
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charged to their fullest capacity, and
such an amount of pressure is brought to
bear upon them, that the water is sent to
the top of the loftiest buildings in the
place.

‘*Here,” sauud the preacher, “ is a
picce of mechanism for the supply of the
vrdinary wants of the commumty, so ar-
ranged that in an extraordinary e¢mer- !
gency, the cry of the people for help can
be heard and answered through the re- !
gular chanuel ; and if man can construct
a fixed engine through which he can thus |
answer prayer, why should not God be !
able to do the sume in the vast machine !
which we call the Universe ¢ Thus from :
the very achievements of science we draw !
our illustration which refutes the scepti- ;
cism of scientilic men, and clears the way |
to every one for the offering of prayer.
We may be sure that He w! ho planted in |
the human heart the instinct of prayer, | |
and gave in His holy Word the prowmise
that he wonld answer prayer, can do for
us according as we ask. So if we wish |
true prospemty here, let ws ring the ‘
prayer bell for it, and he will xespond
To your knees, then, my people, to your ‘
knees, and be this your supplication,
‘0 L01d we beseech Thee, send now !
prosperity '

Jaxes T. Byrys.
Toronto, January 18th.

@ Heral,

CaNaDA CONGREGATIONAL MISSTONARY
Sociery.—The annual accounts close
on the 15th of April, but as the pay-
ments for this quarter are due on the
first of that month, may I respectfully
but urgently ask for remittances from
all who have not yet sent, before the
end of March ? Several congregations
have already sent forward liberal con-
tributions.

HeNry WILKES,
Gen. Sec. Treas.
Montreal, 20th Feb., 1873,

Lasrapor Missions.—The following
is the'statement of the receipts and ex-
penditure on account of the Labrador

alluded 4o in the nobice con-
in last month’s

Mlab\f\'\
it ]
cerning that Mission
INDEPENDENT.

Expended for Labrador Mission

in the year 1872. $323.55
To rec’d. Frome, S. 8. $7.50 '
Garafraxa,.....c......e.. . 9.00
Yarmouth, N.S, ....... .. .00 {
Ottawa, Rev’d E. Ebbs. 2.00 i
Bellevﬂle,. ........ ORI 12.00
Erskine Ch.Monireal.. 10.00
Mrs. T. M. Taylor, ...... 5.00
Zion Ch. 8. S. ............ 40.00
Mr. & Mrs. Perry, '
{Toronto.) v +00.30.00 i

Strickland So. Mrs. Lay 10.00 '
—Ditto........ . 10.00 {
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Fergus Cong. Ch...... 4.00
Sheffield, N. B...... ... 10.00
$154.50.
From the funds of
Ladies Ass.of Zion
Ch., Montreal, ........... $169.05
8323.55.

CoNGREGATIZNAL CoLLEGE or B. N. A.

NEWS OF THE CHURCHUS.

Melbourne, .....ovenniennnnn 3.7%
$39.75.
Groree CORNISH,
Secretery.
Montreal, Feb. 22nd, 1873.
Winows’ Fuxp.—Received since last
announcement -—
Colleetion of 3 churches on
Thanksgiving day at ‘Toronto. £18. 00

—The following remittances to the funds  Church at Seeufiville ......... 1.55

of the College have beon received Zion Church, Montreal, in-

during the month, and are hereby cluding £2  previously con-

acknowledged :— tributed.......oo 85. 00
Milton, N. S. ...........817.00 J.C Bawroxw,
Feryus, Ont. ............. 1245 Treusurer.
Garafraxa, Ont. ... ... 6.55 Montreal, Feb. 21st, 1873

htos of 1)

¢ Churtlyes.

Act oF Incorrorarion.—The Act to
incorporate the Canada Congregational
Missionary Society, has passed the Pri-
vate Bills Committee of the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario, and will probably
be passed by the House before this pa-
ragraph reaches our readers. When
this resultis reached, the way will be
clear for the publication of the revised
edition of the blank Trust Deeds.

CexrraL AssocraTioN. —This Associa-
tion held its winter meeting in Zion
Church, Toronto, on 11th and 12th Feb.
Including visitors, there were present
Rev. Messrs. Jackson, Marling, Dick-

. son, Gray, Gibbs, Reikie, Smith, Robhin-
¢ son, McGregor, Pullar, Rattray, (Toron-

to), Shand, (Newmarket,) with delegates
Davies, McClellan, Wickson, Smith,

* Farquhar, and Becket.

e m———— o

The Association assembled in the lec-
ture room at 3 p.m. on the 11th. After
prayer, ballots were had for chairman,
when Rev. F. H. Marling was elected.
Reports from churches were then called
for; and this was one of the very best
features of the meeting. On the first
afternoon reports from Alton and Erin,
and from S. Caledon were preseunted.
In the latter place, a blessed work of

grace has been going on. Sixteen or

seventeen conversions were vceported ;
twelve of them imarried personsand heads
of families. Brother Davies feels that
the Lord’s hand is with him.

After reading minutes, and other rou-
tine business, Rev. Thomas M. Reikie
read a suggestive and valuable paper on
‘¢ pastoral visitation.” The sabject of
the essay afforded a most interesting
theme of discussion for more than an
hour ; no fewer than ten brethren speak-
ing on the subject ; the only regret be-
ing that the churches as well as the pas-
tors were not present. At 5:30 the As-
sociation adjourned, and the members
accepted the kind invitation of Dr. and
Mrs. Richardson, Ray St., for tea,

At 7:30, divine service was held in the
church, Rev. T. M. Reikie being the
preacher. Text, I Sam. x. 26, ‘“And
Saul also went home to Gibeah ; and
there went with him a band of men
whose hearts God had touched.” Rev.
D. McGregor and Dr. Shand assisted in
the devotional exercises. The Lord’s
Supper was afterward observed. Rev.
8. N. Jackson, pastor of Zion Church,
was assisted at the ordinance by Rev. S.
T. Gibbs and Rev. D. McGregor.

On Wednesday, 12th, the Association
met at 9 a.m., Rev. J. A. R. Dickson
presiding during the introductory ser-

'
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vices. Reports of the work were re-
sumed, when Rev. D. McCregor gave
an accouut of the work in Manilla; Rev.
R. Robinson spoke of OwenSound ; Rev.
W. W. Smith of Pine Grove and Thistle-
town. These interchanges of thought
and sympathy were found to be mogt ve-
freshing.

The chairman and secretary, having
been asked to examine the roll, report-
ed : 27 Ministers’ names were found in
the minute boouk, as members ; but from
removals and various causes, only 16
were in actual membership. They re-
commended that the other names be
erased, such erasure to hear date of 12¢th
Feb, 1873, By adopting this course the
the Association secured a correcied roll ;
and at the same time one having an his-
toric value.

A letter was read from the Bastern
Townships’ Association, touching mem-
bership 1n the issociations. The E. T.
A. resolution asks the Union to consider
whether it should not base its member-
ship “ simply on membership in one of
the Associations.” On this an animated
discussion arose. It was arvgued that
this resolution was not elustic enough—
that one might for reasons satisfactory
to himself, not be in membershin with a
local association, and yet wish to be in
membership in the Union: and that the
Union had as much visht as the Asso-
ciations, tofix its own terms of member-
ship. On the other hand it was asserted
that the Union had far less vpportunity
of judging correctly as to the fitness of
candidates for membership, than the lo-
cal Associations, where a man was
known ; and that the Union ought to
avail itself in some way, of the superior
local knowledge possessed by the Asso-
cint'ons. It was also argued that if any-
thing pointing in this drection should be
advised by the Associations, then the
utmost care must be exercised at all
times by the latter in admitting mewm-
bers.

A motion was propvsed by Rev. W.
W. Smith, seconded by Rev. S, N. Jack-
son, **That in the upinion of this Associa-
tion, a certificate of membership in good
standing in any of the recognized Asso-
ciations should be deemed suflicient to
introduce to membership in the Congre-
gational Union.” Afterthe whole ques-
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tion had been discussed for about an
hour and a half, nine brethren speaking,
some of them wore than oace, the pro-
posed resolution was Iaid over to next
mecting ; which it was agreed should be
at Whitby.

Rev. 8. N. Jackson, seconded by Rev.
J. A, k. Dickson, moved avesolution of
condolence with Mrs  Lil'ie, widow of
the Jute Prineipal Lillie. and ber family,
on th.: veeasion of the death of Mr. John
W. Lillie. eldest son of the late Princi-
pal.  In terms of the resotution, the As-
sociation agreed t 1 stand adjourned from
one to four o’clock. to ailow memmbers to
attend the faneral @ and fhe searctuy
was instructed to forward a copy of the
resolution to Mrs Lillie. The motion
was passed by the membars all rising.
Rev. D. Mcuregor offered an appropri-
ate prayer.

A committee of five was appointed to
revise the constitution and by-laws, and
the voll of the churches in connection
with the Associatim, and present same
at next meeiing, with proposed ¢ Rules
of Order,” Rev. F. . Marling, con-
vener. Two by-laws were walopted;
(1) ““ Ali propositions for membership
ars to be submitted to a membership
committee of three members; and on
their report considered by the Associa-
tion.” (2) ““ At cach meeting the As-
sociation shall appoint a coumnmittee to
prepare a programme {ov the next fol-
lowing meetingof the Association.” Rev.
Messrs. Gibbs, (convener,) Reikie and
Smith, were appointed inaccordance with
the last resolution.  Arrangements were
made for the evening meeting.

Rev. Dugald McGregor read a paper
on ¢ Subjects for Bapusm ¥ 5 in which
the three sides of the question were very
fairly stated —the essayist avowing a
leaning toward the iir t—viz : are chil-
dren of converted parents to be bap-
tized 7 or ave all children to be baptized,
whose parents are willing that they
should be considered as helonging to the
Christian faith? or all children, irre-
speetive of their parentage ? After three
or four members had spoken, the hour
of adjournment arrived.

After the funeral of the late Mr. Lil-
lie, the Association resumed at 4 o’clock ;
Rev. J. A R. Dickson chairman pro tem.
Reports from churches were again in
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order. The chairmian pro tem. reported
Toronto Northern Church. Mr. E.
Becket and Rev. F. H, Marling, Toronto
Bond Street 3 Mr. J. Wickson and Rev.
8. N. Jackson reported Toronto Zion
Church, in which there had been a very
considerable increase of merlbership.
Rev. S. T. Gibbs reported Whithy ; and
Rev. T. M. Reikie, Bowmanville.

At5,the association adjourned to allow
the Indian Missionary Society to hold
a board meeting; at which the mem-
bers of association were asked to assist.
After partaking of tea, provided in the
vestry, by the ladies of Zion Church,
procecdings  were resumed at  6.45.
The discussion of Mr. McGregor’s paper
was again in order. Six brethren spoke;
Rev. T. Pullar, at considerable length
(in favour of the third proposition stat-
ed in Mr.McGregor’s piper). Onmotion,
thanks were tendered to the essayist,
for his valuable paper.

The closing session of the association
was a public meeting in the church,
which had been announced in themorn-
ing papers. The attendance was re-
spectable in numbers, though not
large. Rev. F. H. Marling presided,
several pleasing anthems and pieces
were given by the choir. The addresses
were of the most practical charvacter ;
and had all been fixed at an earlier
part of the day. Mr. McGregor, spoke
of *“Increased Spiritual Life in the
Churches,” Mr. Gray, on ¢ Church-
building ”—Mr. Gibbs, on “ The Power
of Prayer’—Mr. Davies on ‘‘ Decision
for Christ”—Dr. Shand on *‘ The Con-
stitution of the Churches;” dwelling
principally on the root-principle of in-
dividual loyalty to Christ—Rev. Tho-
mas Pullar, on “Union of Church-
es” ; and Mr. Smith, concerning “ Spe-
cial Services.” Mr. Robinson, who was
to have spoken on ““Our Young
People,” excused himself by a pleasant
anecdote ; and the meeting terminated
with doxology and benediction at 10
o’clock. By the liberality of the Torouto
friends, the travelling fares of members
and delegates were all paid in full. The
association stands adjourned, to meet
next autnmn at Whitby.

W. W, 8.

e e i .-
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Rev. R. Brown has accepted a call
from the church at Middleville and
Rosetta, Township of Lanark. lately
under the charge of Rev. James Douglas;
so that he will be the ncarest neighbour
of his brother, Rev. John Brown, at
Lanark Village. By some unfortunate
accident, reports in the Fergus News
Record of farewell soirees, presentation,
&e., at Douglas and North Garafraxa,
sent us for publication in the February
magazine, were mislaid, and we have
not reccived duplicates.

SavGeEEN.—The Indian Mission Secre-

tary sends the following from Rev. R.
Robinson.

By request of Mr. Barrel T visited
the Indian Settlement at French Bay,
near Saugeen, on Lord’s Day, 29th of
December, and preached two scrmons
at the opening of the Indian Church in
said Settlement, to which church your
Committee made a contribution last year

of 8150. The building is frame, boarded

outside railroad fashion, well floored
and plastered inside, and

20x30, and presents a very neat appear-

measuring

ance ; inside are some benches, a neat -

desk and lamps ; altogether the structure

is creditable to the skill and enterprise

of the Indians, by whom almost all the

work has been done and the whole -

placed free from debt. Mr. Barrel invited
the Methodist Missionary at Saageen,

Rev. Mr. Jacques, to preach in the af-

ternoon, and so we had three long ser-
vices, at each of which the house was
well-tilled by an attentive and well-clad
congregation of Indians. The music,
led by a small choir and a melodeon,
was very hearty and sweet, the Lord’s
Supppr was II;QI\nhqnl‘ to

............. o

.
about twcuuy

church members, and hoping that the
Lord’s blessing would accompany his or-
dinances,I returned to my lodgings,some
seven miles distant. Next day, by re-
quest, I returned to attend a feast held
at one o’clock in the chapel—a bushel-
basketful of cakes, besides sandwiches
and buns, with tea, being the material,
and addresses by sundry parties, the in-
tellectual entertainuent, and a collection
taken in aid of building fund. The
building was well filled with men,women
and children, and after a lively attack
upon the victuals, a regular programme

|
|
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was drawn out, une of the Indians cho-
sen as chairman, and the speaking he-
gan.  Rev. Mr. Jaeques and  ayself,
with two Indians, addressed the mect-
ing.  We had good music, and a plea-
sant time, and found at the close that
the proceeds of meeting and sabbath
collections amounted to some 822, leav-
ing atrifle towards painting the church
after paying the entire cost. Mr. Barrel
appears to be doing agood work at this
place, and 1 think that any man, look-
ing intelligently on this people, as they
were some years ago, and as they showed
themselves at these services, might, with
gratitude wnd hope, say, “Thisisthe Lord’s
work ; it is marvellous in our eyus.”™
Easr  Trusrry.--Although we have
been watching and waiting for an ac-
count of the Missionary Mectings of
this district held at the same season of
the year as ours ; and as two months
have elapsed since they were held, and
no account of them has appeared ; and
as small churches (Jike small people) do
not like to be overlooked, I have taken
the liberty to send you a brief account
of the meeting held here on the 13th
of Nov. Thedeputations consisting of
the Rev. Messrs. J. M. Smith, Willian
Hay and the Secretary of this district.
The deputation coming from the East
and West arrived at Baptiste Creek
Station where they were met by friends,
who couducted thew in due time to the
place of worship, where a good meeting
was held, at least so far as the speaking
was concerned. The pastor occupied
the chair, Mr. Smith spoke words of
encouragement and cheer to the small
band of pilgrims in the wilderness ; Mr,
Allworth thoroughly explained the
workings of the socicty past and present
in 2 most exhaustive speech, and M.
Hay, differing from some of the strict-
ures of the sceretary, shewed his opin-
ion as to what the work of the suciety
was, and as to the wisdom of the past
in forming churches and sustaining
them in country places. It was one of
the most interesting meetings held
here ; the collection amonnted to nearly
$33. On the following morning a friend
drove the deputation 9 miles to Stoney
Point to take an ecarly train to Amherst-
burgh, of which meeting we hope to
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hear shortly.  Our meeting was thinly
attended, owing to sickness--not one
fammily connected with the church be-
ing exempt therefrom.  Aud  holding
the meeting so much earlier in the
season wis not any advantage in coun-
try places so far as the collection is
concerned.  ltno doubt was hetter for
the deputation, journcying fiom place
to place ; but in farming communities,
it has scrious disadvantages. At that
scason of the year taxes have to be
made up; most of the grain is not taken
to market and whea it is, a gren many
miscellancous payments have to  Dbe
made : farmers, as a general rule do
not book their aceounts, and will not
subscribe till they know how their  af-
fairs are ar the end of the year. A yrcat
deal might be said on both sides, but to
us it seems advisable to return to the
good ld way, at feast in rural districts,
The new way may work well in cities
and towns, we hope it will.—J, B.

GueLrn.—The resignation of Rev, W,
F. Clarke has been accepted by the
church, but he still retains his residence
at Guelph, while conducting the Ameri-
can Bee Jouraul, published at Chicago,
of which lie has become editor and pro-
prictor, and engaging in other literary
labours.

Rev. W. Maxcuee has declined calls
from Markham and Oro. He is at pre-
sent supplying at Guelph, to which he
has also received a call.

ANXD  Vesrra.—This
ated L‘y Rov, J.

Oro, Ruuby
important field, va
Sanderson, is as yet without a pastor.
One who has ““a missionary body, as
well as 4 missionary spirit,” su as to
endwre the large amount of travel re-
quired, would tind here splendid scope
for his exertions.  There 1s not a Letter
rural charge in Ontario, nwmerous con-
gregations, three churches nearly new
and out of debt, a parsouage to be
built, and self-suppore near at hand. 1
the growing towns of Barrie and Orillia,
were taken up, the ficld could be divid-
ed. But for this additional missionary
aid would be required for a time. Rev.
A. McGill, from Barton, is supplying
Oro, at present.

3
.
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O1rawa,—The installation of the
Rev. J. G. Sanderson, as Pastor of the
Congregational Church, took place on
the 20th Feb., 1873, in the presence of
a large number of friends, who came to
welcome the new pastor. Rev. W.
Peacock, of Indian Lands, opened the
proceedings by reading the Seripture,
and Rev. John Brown, of Lanark,
prayed. Re.. W. Peacock, inquired if
the church had ealled Mr. Sanderson to
the pastorate, which was answered in
the affirmative by Mr, Deacon Lamb.
He then enquired of Mr. Sanderson
whether he had accepted the call, and
his reasons for so doing, to which the
Rev. J. G. Sanderson replied that he
had. and gave a brief statcment of his
reasons for resigning hisformer charge
and accepting this call.  Rev. K, M.
Fenwick, of Kingston, then offered the
installation prayer, and afterwards
delivered the address to the pastor,
Rev. John Fraser, of Montreal, address-
ed the church on their duties in the
new connexion which had been formed,
—and the pastor closed the mccting
with the benediction. The Rev. W,

MecLaren, of the Preshyterian Church,
and the Rev. A. A, Cameren, of the
Baptist Church, were present. In the
evening was held the “ Recognition
Soiree,” when the tables were most ab-
undantly supplied by the kindness and
liberality of the ladies of the congrega-
tion, after which the wmecting adjonrned
to the church, and Rev. John Fraser,
of Montreal, being called to the chair,
addressed the mecting, and was follow-
ed by the Rev. John Brown, Rev. J.
Laing, of the Ladies College, Ottawa;
Rev. W. Peacock; Rev. W. Moore,
Presbyterian, Ottawa ; Rev. W. Ste-
phenson, Wesleyan ; Rev. A. A. Came-
rou, Baptist; Rev. J. W. Hall, Wes-
leyan; and Rev. K. 3. Fenwick, of
Kingston A letter was read from Rev.
D. M. Gordon, expressing hisregret that
a previous engagement prevented hira
attending to join in the welcome. The
meeting was close:d with the doxology
and the benediction by the pastor.
At the installation serviees, and at the
mecting in the evening,the congregation
were favoured with «everal beantiful
anthems and hymns by the choir of the
church, who contributed very much to
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making the evening one of the most
pleasant that the friends have enjoyed
in Ottawa.— Free Press.

MoNTREAL, EAST.—A soiree was held
by the Eastern Congregational Church
last evening (January—) to celebrate
the second anniversary, After tea in
the lecture room. a public meeting was
held in the church, which was well
filled. The pastor occupied the chair,
and in his address gave some report of
the church’s progress during the year.
From this it appears that though the
few who had originally come from the
Mother Church to form this church had
all gradually removed, others had been
raised up to fill their places. The church
had received during the year 11 mem-
bers by profession, and 9 by letter, and
had lost 11 by removal ordeath. They
had raised by the * weekly oftering”
system $1,015 5 the ladies raised about
$£40, and other friends £200 for the cur-
rent expenses of the church. They had
raised $100 for charitable purposes in
the neighbourhood, and over $100 for
various missionary objeets, also §150
for the Sunday-school.  Several child-
ren from the school had joined the
church. It was also mentioned that
ladies of the cliurch kept upa working
society, a tract society, and a prayer-
meeting, and that the young men had
snstained asuccessful series of readings.
1t was stated that on account of remov-
als the ‘“weekly-offering” was only
four-fifths of what was needed, but it
was contidently hoped that the defici-
ency would be made up in other ways.
Appropriate and encouraging addresses
were thendelivered by Rev. Mr. Pitcher,
Rev. D. McGregor, Rev. Mr. Nighs-
wander, and Mr. J. R. Dougall, in-
terspersed with the singing of several
pieces by the choir, and the weeting
closed with the benediction.— Witness.

ABBOTSFORD, QUE.—A donation party
met at the house of Rev. J.Ship-
perley on 21st Januvary, and left
about $40, in cash and useful articles.
There is evidently a strong desire to
sustiin this recently resnscitated church,
but it is feared the strength of the im-

mediate ncighbourhood, with the pre- |
sent aid of the missionary society, will |
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prove insuflicient to maintain a resident
minisler, at this station.—J. S.

Preasant River N. S.—This is a
very interesting field of operation. What
we shall term the parent station, how-
ever, where the meeting-house is situ-
ated, is not in a thriving state at the
present time, owing to several removals
by death of some of the most active and
zealous members of the church ; and the
somewhat diminished population of the
immediate neighbourhood. This deercase
is cansed by the migration of many of
the youth, and others, to the towns and
villages on the coast and to the States,
These, howcever, go from thoroughly
good influences. and have reccived the

seed which will. nay, does spring up,
and whose fruits are replenishing the

churches in their newiy adopted homes;
in at leass one plice i N, 8. where
these Congregationid families. are met
together from here,Liverpool. Brooklyn
&e. There is a strong desire for assis-
tance to start a new chureh, and in that
station, L doubt not, a canreh wounld
shortly become self suppocting.  The
effect of our church here is seen in the
strictly moral tone which pervades the
whole population for miies road; and
if any incipient vice should a;-pear for
a time, its importation by a ~uanger
can be readily proved. This hiuarch
was founded principally by descend-
ants of the Pilgrim Fathers, from the
neighbourhood of Plymouth, Mass. The
late pastor, Rev. 8. Sykes, laboured
faithfully and earnestly in Lhis vine-
yard for about eight years, aund his ve-
moval to Keswick Ridge is deeply
regretted by the whole people, by whom
his zeal for their welfare is highly ap-
preciated. Several new preaching sta-
tions were opened in the later years of
his ministry—sovme of these are among
the Duteh settlers in Lunenburg county,
Althoungh but very few of thoese settlers
have as yet been added to the church
yet a great work is being done anong
them. They are somewhat phlegmatic,
but she gospel has power in these long
neglected Acadan forests and about
200 hearers emerge from these dense
woods at Uhio, and also at Baker's settle-
ment, and the school-housesare crammed
to overflowing, with men, women and
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children, some of whom walk for six or
seven miles or even more, to hear the
gospel.  The country about here is new
and the people comparatively poor, and
asyet lack both abihity and energy to
support a minister.  They have to be
educated up to this, and that work is
slowly being done, and gradual progress
cean be marked in the vight direction.
This is and must for some time vemain a
real mission field. It needs the material
and prayerful support of all our chur-
ches, thatthe Lord of the harvest may
send forth zealous labourers in this part
of his ficld, so that the wilderness and
solitary place may be glad for them, and
the desert may rejoice and biossom  as
the rose.—dJ.SHIPPERLEY.
Anbotsford.

Srarressery Hann, Toroxro, — On
Wednesday the 19th Febraary, the new
building of the Young Men's Christian
Association. at Toronto, was dedieated
t» its speeial uses by appropriate ser-
vices.  On the previous Saturday even-
ing the first prayer mecting was held in
the reading roour : ou Sunday afternoon,
the Bibie Class (taught by (i, Fague,
I8sq.) met in the same place; and on
Tuesday evening, Rev. Dr. DeWitt Tal-
mage, of Brooklyn, lectured in shaftes-
bury Hall on ¢ Grumbler and Co.” The
dedicatory services proper were held on
Wednesday afternoon and  evening ;
John Macdonald, lsq., the presideut,
and Licutenant Governor Howland, re-
spectively, occupying the chair. The
Associations of Hamilton, St Cathar-
ines, Guelph, Bowmanville and Port
Hope, were represented by some of their
oiticars.  The city pastors of all deno-
minations had places assigned them inthe
prog Some disappointments oc-
curred by the non-appeasance of gentle-
men engaged in public life,—Hon. G
Brown, Houn. O.Mowat, and H. 8. Mac-
donald, Isq., M.P.P. The mayor of
the city gave a brief address. Dut the
charm of the oceasion was the presence of
the well-beloved H. Thane Miller, of Cin-
cinnati, whose spiritaal carnestness,
brotherly spirvit, pathis and humourin
address, and wusxical skill, are enough
to ““make 7 any meeting. On Thursday
afternoon, he also met some 300 or 400
ladies, and probably succeeded in lead-

|
|
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ing them to form a ¢ Woman's Christian
Association,” to do a work fortheir own
sex, especidly for young strangers, cor-
responding to  that accomplished for
young men, though of course in a dif-
ferent form.  The Y. M. (. A. building
has cost, in all, over £40,000, toward
which nearly $30,000 had been sus-
cribed, and £7.000 more was obtained
on the evening of the dedication. It is
a handsome and most commodions struc-
ture. The Ladies Bazaar, for furnishing
the rooms, will open on Wednesday,
March Hth, and promises to be a great
suceess.

Frexca Cavapiax MisstoNary Socr-
ery.—From the second No. of the
Jomwrnal of this Society, we learn that
their work of evangelizing Lower Ca-
nada still goes on.  The results as yet
are not large, but they are good. The

AND FOREIGN

RECORD.

priests everywhere keep their people
1gnorant of the Word, forhid their obtain-
ing it of others, and act as if their
greatest and most importt work was
to keep the Bible out of their parishes !
It is sometimes burned ; always forbid-
den ; but nevertheless each colporteur of
the Society civenlated, during the four
months of thesumner, anaverage of 129
bibles, testwments and ¢ portions. ”
Seventeen adults, at oue place, public-
Iy notified the priest of their abjuration
of Rome. One pleasing prospect is
that the new immigrants from Old
France, who are likely to arrive every
yearin increasing numbers, are by no
means  bigoted, though  frequently
sceptical.  Their reply, that *‘one rehi-
¢ion is just as good as another, if & man
only lives up to it,” is much easier met,
than that of a French Canadian who
will not read The Book, nor sufter it in
his house.

il
i

Butish and Forewgn Record,

Tho mocting of the Iniernational
Evangelical Alliance in New York, in
October, 1873, promises to be the great
event of the yzar.  Probably no one
room in New York will accommodate
the crowd in attendauce, and arrange-
ments are already in progress for meet-
ing the anticipated requirements of the
occasion.

ParLesTiNE ExprorarioN.—At the late
meeting of the British Association, Mr.
A. W, Hayne read a paper on the flora
of Moab, having visited that region last
winter, in the company of Rev. Dr.
Tristram. The eastern shore of the
Dead Sea was found to he much more
fertile and weil-watered than the west.
A most conspicuous teature was the
abundamee of the date palm, which i s
almost disappeared from the Holy Land.
On the Northern end of the Dead Sea
only a single clump remains, at Giizal,
near Jericho, the city of palms of old.

Two hundred and fifty species of plants
were collected.

Read these words from the London
Times. and say if the end of the English
Church Establishment is not drawing
near :—* We do not depend on this or
that man, or even on this or that House
of Commons: bat the day may not be
far distant when a minster will an-
nounce, ‘amid generzl cheering,’ that
¢ our ancient form of worship,’ as it has
recently been called, is henceforth to
stand on its infrinsic merits, like other
forms of greater or less antiquity.”

JaraN.—=Free toleration for Christi-
anity is not yet realised in Japan.  The
cedicts against it are unrepesled. and yet
the Government knows that Christianity
is heing tanght to a limited extent in
ihe great cities, and takes no notice of
the matter.  Not so, however, with the
local ofticers of the interior.  Mr. Gu-
lick writes that the person whobefriended
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him most in hisrecent brief stay at Kio-
to, and who aided him in hiring & house,
has been brought to trial by the city
council for those audacious erimes, and
himself and his family are punished for
them by being imprisoned in their own
house.

This, however, docs not discourage
the missionaries. They are still con-
fident that the day of entire liberty for
the Gospel is soon to come, and they are
busy makine ~ .y forit. In September
last a convention of all the Protestant
missionaries in Japau was held at Yoko-
hama, lasting five days, in which arrage-
ments were made for a thorough trans-
lation of the Bible into the Japanese
tongue.

CriNa.—The Chronicle of the London
Missionary RSociety says :— As reported
last year, a small shop, adjoining the
hospital m Peking, was opened for the

-sale of anti-opium pills, scientific and

religious books, &c.  We have this year
to report continned and growing interest
shown by the Chinese, and especially
the reading classes, in foreign translated
books. Many seek for books in their
own speclalities. or favourite studies,
but many more for the general and use-
fulinformation which they contain. The
desire grows by what it feeds on. The
more they know and read, the more is
thirst for knowledge stimulated. Next
to books and periodicals, we ought to
mention the sale of anti-opiwm pills, of
which over 40,000 have been sold at the
shop during the year. The universal
cry throughout the empirve, wherever
foreigners have penctrated. has been,
¢ Cure us of our opium : deliver us from
the power of the forcign dirg!” Our
little shop was opened in obedience to
this call, and we are so far satisfied with
the result.

INDIA.—Sir Donald McLeod, licuten-
ant-governor of the Punjaub, has re-
cently expressed his views in refervence
to the prouress and value of missions in
India, as follows :- -

*In many places an impression pre-
vails that our missions have unt pro-
duced results adequate to the cforts
which have been made; but I trust
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enough has been said to prove that there
is wo read forndation for this tmpression,
and thuse who hold such opinivus know
but little of the readity.”

New (GriNga.—The mission newly
inaugurated on the continental Island
of New Guinea by the London Mission-
ary Suciety, 15 mecting with no opposi-
tion whatever, and with ali the suceess
that could be hoped for in so shert a
time. One of the Mare teachers, Josiah,
writing from Dudu, says that fifty-tive
natives of that coast island have ex-
pressed wishes to embrace Christianity.
Through an interpreter they uniformly
say, ¢ We wish very much to worship
with you,” They attend divine service
regularly every morning and evening.
Wheunever the native iissionary rings
the bell—a wooden gong—they all flock
to prayer. After repeated explanations
of the Gospel way of life and salvation,
and the meaning of a profession of fuith
in the Christian rehigion, if they be
asked, * Do you wish to do this 77 they
imvariably reply, ¢ Yes, we very much
wish it.”

Tue SovtH.—One of the coloured
students of the new nuiversity founded
by the Am. Miss. Association at Atlanta,
Georgia, writes :—

< The other day some white preacher
asked me ahout the Greel. verb, love.
An ex-slave-holder who stood by jnmped
up and swore, and came towards me as
though he would knock me down, say-
ing, * Is it come to this, when a nigger,
@ auigger. A NIGGER, can teach a white
man !’7

The American Beard seems to be en-
tering vigorously upon the prosecution
of its work in Pupal countries.  Within
the last year it has sent three men to
Spain, two to Mexico, and four to Aus-
tria.  Of the latter number three had
beew useful and beloved pastors in our
own country—-two in Connecticut and
one in Wisconsion. Eight ordained mnis-
sionaries of this Board have gone forth
ta their respective ficlds of labour since
the annual mecting in New Haven.




THE TRAP-DOOR SPIDER.

BY THE REV. JOHN TODD, D. D.

I sometimes hear it said, *‘Such a
young man is sceptical,” or, “He is
trying to bean infidel.”

Linquire, ¢ Was he instructed in re-
ligion when « child ¢

“Yes, he had a very fuithful, pious
mother.”

*“Then I amnot worried about him ;
he will come all right before long.”

And so such usually do. They are
held by unseen cords, and cannot break
away.  There isa very wise period in
the life of every young wan, when he
“ knows all about it,” and, taking coun-
sel of his own heart, is ready to believe
as much or as little as e pleases. Bug
T have been amazed and delizhted to
see how easy it is for God to take such
in his own hand, and bring them out
in his own light. T have lately had
such a young friend, who had too much
conscience to feel easy while neglecting
his eternal interests, and yet loved sin
too well to yield his heart to reason, to
conviction, or cven to love. But one
day I saw he was in trouble—distress
—and yet was trying to conceal it, and
shut his soul away from the light. So
Isaid to him, *‘“Look here, iicorge;
here is something which a friend has
sent me from California”

““Whatis it ! [t looks curious.”

“Tt is the home of the trap-door
spider. Now, just examine it. Herce is
a ump of the yellow sail of California
cemented together, so that it adheres
firmly. 1t is abont cight inches long
and threein diameter. ” You see on the
bottom the silken bag that hangs down.
That bag is the home of the spider.
But look carefuliy at the top.  You see
a circular top, perhaps three quarters of
an inch acress it. You sce nothing
but this covered top.  Now, with the
point of my kaife 1 just raise this top.
It has a regular hinge, and shuts down
so snugly that you would never dream
that it could open. But you see it
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does’ open, and the spider—a huge
fellow he must be to fill that hole—can
run in and out just as he pleases. Now
under the lid, the lower side of it, you
see some little holes. The creature when
pursued leaps into this hole or house.
draws the door down over him, and
then, thrusting his front claws into the
lid, and bracing himself against the
sides of his house, he holds it down fast
and so therein the dark he feels safe.
The harder he holds on the safer he
feels, and the darker it is the more
sceure e thinks himself. Bui mind
you, man is wiser, stronger, and greater
than the spider. He comes and digs
down, and takes up houses, trap, spider

and all.  He is his naster now.
can kili him or save him alive. Now

my dear George, you are just like that
spider.”

‘¢ Pray, how do you make that out

“\Why, don’t you see, you have a
certain dark place in your heart, where
you retreat every tume the trath of
God, orlove of Christ, or the influence
of the Divine Spirit, scek you. You run
into your place of doubt and unbelief,
and, like the spider, draw the doorand
hold on te it, and tighten your hold
the darker it is ; and there you are, and
there you intend for the present to re-
main.  But there is a powerful hand
that is digging down below all this,
and will soon, 1 do believe, lift you
and your retreat out into the light.”

“There is  another resemblance.
This trap-door spider is very poisonous
in his bite. but heis powerless when
man has taken his strong-hold.  So you
would be poisonous ameng your com-
panions and the boys who are looking
up to you, should you communicate
vour notions.  But God won’t let you.
He opens your eyes to the light and he
holds you in his hand, and he won’t let
You poison others.”
“O, sir, L sce it, I sce it all Mand he
burst into tears ; his heart was soften-
ed ; his refuge was gone, and thus
the tranp-door spider preached a ser-

He -
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mon more powerful than I could do.
I shall keep the spider’s home, and who
knows how many sermons is may yet
preach 2 All who see it pronounce it a
wonder, and so is thehiding-place in the
sinner’s heart a wonder ; but a greater
wonder far is the mercy which can open
it, and pour into it the beams that
come from the Light of the world. —8. §.
Times.

HINTS FOR TH]{I\ PRAYER-MEET-
ING.

““Lord, teach us how to pray,” was
the petition of disciples ; and the Lord
gave them a model, which shows the
propriety of having method in ow
prayers.

1. If you propose to pray or speak
in the mecting, where it is left to the
brethren, you need not wait for others
because you are younger, or esteem
yourself less qualified. It will not be
considered any want of modesty in you
if you should be first. This is one of
the occasions when the last may bé first,
and the older and more experienced
may properly wait.

2, Lot your prayer be short, especi-
ally if there be a number to take part.

3. And detinite.  You do not come
to pray for everything at this time. ““If
two of you agree as touching anything
it shall be done.” Observe the single-
ness of that prayer of the disciples:
“Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts
of all men, show whether of these two
thon hast The subject may be
appeinted for the occasion, as at the
monthly concert ; or some object may
be suguested ; or the portion of Scripture
read may lead the mind to some point.

4. Worship has its natural order.
If you pray first, you will naturally seek
the promised presence of the Lord Jesus;
and the closing prayer is somewhat
summary. Both of these may be short.
Do not indulge in much repetition.

5. It is not necessavy that cither of
the prayers should be brought to a close
with any considerable fornmla, refer-
ring to the tinishing of our work on
carth, and the close of life. the end of
the world, and the eternal future.

6. Do not pray for yoursclf princt-
pally.  The spirit of grace and supplici~

2
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tion is poured out on those who pray
for others. It may be that the preva-
lence of prayer at the Fulton street
prayer-meeting is due to their praying
there definitely for others, rather than
for themselves,

7. You may direct your prayers often
to the Leord Jesus,  His syiupathy will
warm your heart. And He said of the
Comforter, “ I will send him unto
you.” .

8. Let the voice be natural, except
that the tone of it will be modified by
solemn and tender emotion.

9. Remember that the great qualifi-
cation for the services of the prayer
meeting is the gift of the Holy Spirit,
which you will do well to seek before
you go to the meeting.

YOUR EVENINGS, YOUNG MEN.

The historian Hilliard hassaid : “To
a young nmian away from home, friend-
less and forlorn, in a great city, the
hours of peril are those between sunset
and bedtime 3”7 and we have no doubt
many a young man will respond to this
senthnent. It is thenthat the theatre
viirows open its doors ; the drinking
saloon tempts by its glitter of lights and
glasses ; then the strange  woman stalks
abroad ; then it is that your companions.
tired of the day’s labours, and secking
recreation, step heyond the line of rec-
titude, and cordially invite you with
them. What must you do?! Avoid
temptation ; but that is easier said than
dune.  How doyou do when you wish
to avoid thoughts that trouble and un-
settle you! You think of something
else, and while yonare reflecting upon
other things you are not thinking of
your troubles.

Your duty, then, is plainly to do
something—something that will put you
out of the way of these temptations.

If you are happy enough to have a
home, be found there as much as pos
sible, and feel that you are bound to do
something for the comfort and social
life of that home. If you are in the
city, bowoding, then see that every even-
ing is well ocenpied.  Pass part of this
leisure in reading or study fat your room
when it is possible.  What fields of
knowledge you may survey, and what .
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acquaintances with the past you make
by one or two evenings spent in this
way every week! When you go out,
as you certainly need to do, go tosome

lecture ; visit some refined home, where

woman’s influence will soften you ; con-
neet yourself with some class or society
where improvement is the wmotive. If
you wish amusement: go where reiine-
ment  will surround you, and where
conscience will not reprove you ; unite
yoursel{l with o Chyistian Association,
and enter in its works, and be at the
prayer meetings.  But do not feel that
you can do without God's grace in your
heart.  All that we have mentioned is
only secondary. Here is your armour.

THE BATTLE WITH THE GIANT.
(A TALK WITH THE BOYS.)

BY THE REV. THEO. L. CUYLER, D. D.

About sixteen milessouth-west of Jeru-
selam lies a valley called the Valley of

Terebinth. In the Bibleit is called the
Vale of Lleh. Tt is about a mile wide,

and is covered with crops of grain.
Through it runs 2 torrent in the rainy
season, and during the dry summer its
hed is covered with small pebbles.
Just beyond it lies the region once oc-
cupied by the ancient Philistines. That
was the valley in which the ruddy young
David fought the giant of Gath ; and
out of that brook he probably picked up
the five smooth stones which he put in-
to his shepherd’s pouch.

There is not a boy in our Sunday-
school who does not know the exeiting
and captivating story of David and Go-
liah. Everyboy has seen the Hight almost
as plainly as if he had been on the spot
when the giant marched out, and de-
fied Isracl to a single combat. The
monstrous Philistine is over cight feet
high, and every inch of his huge bulk is
encased in shining brass. is spear is
as bigas o weaver's beam ; the head of
it weighs six hundred shekels of iron.
His impious challenge is, “‘1 defy the
armies of Israel ; give me o man that
we may fight together.”  For forty days
the blustering giant's challenye goes
unaccepted, and the hearts of God’s
people are growing as weak as water.
At Jength a shepherd’s boy steps mo-
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destly forth to the front. His name is
David, which signifies ¢ the beloyed—the
darling.” There is many a family in
which the youngest boy is a David; a
“darling.”

This brave youth carries a stafl in
one hand, and in the other a common
sling.  In those days men were trained
o use the sling in battle, and could hit
a mark almost as accurately as modern
soldiers fire a rifle ball at a target.
David was used to asling. He drops
five smooth stones from the brook into
the little bag at his side, and goes out
to battles with no other armour than the
protection of God. A boy who goes
into the battle of life with the armour of
prayer on, and with God totake care of
him. need never be afraid. Tt is nob
necessary for me to describe the short
and sharp contest which the shepherd
boy had with the giant. One quick
skilful whirl of the sling, and in a mo-
ment the stone is buried in Goliath’s
forehead, and he stumbles with a heavy
thud upon the ground. His ugly head
is soon off, and is carried in triviaph,
while the giant’s sword is hung upas a
trophy in the Tabernacle.

Now there are a great many spiritnal
lessons to be learned from this wonder-
ful story of David and Golizh. The
Philistine is a type of SIN ; and Jesus
Christ, the Son of David, slays sin. We
read in the Bible that he ¢ spoils the
powers” of darkness, and ‘makes a
show of them openly, trinmphing over
tham.”

But every boy glanis to fight.
These giants have different names, but
they all belong to the same family of
sin. The devil is the father of them all.
One of these monsters has hundreds of
dens in all our cities, and sometimes
you see his den by the roadside out in
the beautiful country, too. Boys!
whenever you go by a drinking-saloon
alllighted up, and witha row of bottles
on the shelves, you sec one of these
dens. Then say to yourself, ¢ That isa
den of death 5 [ will never set my foot
inside of it.” He isa cruel monster.
this giant of strong drink. The doctors
call him Alcohol ; but the keepers of the
dens give him droll names, such as
¢ Gin Cocktail,” and “‘Rum Punch,”
and ¢ Hot Tom and Jerry.” Dut heis

ha
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a bloody monster, by whatever name
you may c¢all him. He murders the
fathers of thousands of our dear bLoys
and girls cvery year in his showy
saloons as well as in  his dark. divty
cellars.  He poisons menand women to
Aeath. He robs his vietims of their
money first, and then kills them after-
wards. A hard-hearted demaon
demon of drink. .

There are other giants of sin, too, be-
sides Alcohol. There is the giant of
UnBELIEF, who scoffs at Bible-religion
just as Goliah scoffed at the Lord’s
armies. The way to meet this wicked
infidel enemy of yowr soul, is to find
the simple truth in God’s Book, just
as David found the smooth stones in
one of God’st books. Your faith canuse
the sling well as David used his.
Many a little child’s faith in Jesus Christ
has slain the huge scofting giant of
unbelief. Yes! and that last enemy,
Death, has heen conquered by the sweet
child of Jesus who has said in her last
moment, ‘¢ Blessed Saviour! take me
home "—Swnday School Times.
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ENTHUSIASM WAXNTED.

D. L. Moody, of Chicago, made
speech in England lately. In the pre-
sence of scholars, noblemen and a large
crowd he said -

We want something more.
enthusiasm in God’s work. We find it
in the world. Men are desperately in
earnest in business circles. Hell 138 in
earnest. Why should not we? We
taik about iutidelity, and all the fsms
that are crecping over the world. Iam
more afraid of formalism than anything
else. Let the children of God but see
eye to eye, and Christianity will over-
come all the hosts of hell anddeath. There
is as much power in the gospel to-dayas
ever. Man has been as bad as he can bo.
He was bad in Eden, he was bad for two
thousand years under the law, and he
has been bad these eighteen centuries
under grace ; but, my friends, there is
power in the gospel tosave. When men
are willing to give their lives to work
for God, then He takes men and uses
them. One thing I admire about Gari-
baldi, his enthusiasm. In 1867, when
he was on his way to Rome, he was told

We want
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that if he got there he would be impri-
soned.  Said he, ‘“If fifty Garibaldis
are imprisoned, let Rome be free.”
And when the cause of Christ is buried
so deep in our hearts, that we do not
think of ourselves, butare willing to die,
then we will reach our fellowen.  Iive
years ago L went to Edinburgh, and
stupped @ weel to hear one man speak
—Dr. Duft, the returned missionary.
A friend told me a few things about him,
and [ went to light my torch with his
burning words. My friend told me that
the year before he had spoken for some
time, and fainted in the midst of his
speech.  When he recovered, he said,
¢TI was speaking for India, was I not #”
And they said he was. ¢ 'T'ake me back
that | may finish my specch.” And not-
withstanding the entreatiecs of those
around, he insisted on returning, and
they brought him back. He then said,
““lIs it true that we have been send-
ing appeal after appeal for younginen
to go to India, and none of our sons have
goue ! Is it true, Mr. Moderator, that
Scotland has no more sons to give to the
Lord Jesus ! 1If it is true, although I
have spent twenty-five years theve, and
lost my constitution—if it is irue that
Scotland has no more sons to give, 1 will
be off to-morrow, and go to the shores
of the Ganges, and there be a witness
for Christ.” That is what we want. A
little more, a good deal more, of that en-
thusiasm, and Christianity will begin to
to move, and go through the world, and
will reach men by hundreds and by thou-
sands.

LOVE-SONGS TO JESUS.

At our prayer-meeting to-night we sang
with full hearts and voices that simple
heart-song of love :
¢ Jesus paid it all,

All to Him I owe;

Sin had left o crimson stain,

He washed it white as snow.”

This is chorus to a hymmn that has

more of passionate devotion to Christ in
it than it has of wmsthetic poetry. It was
composed for Sunday-schools, and is
set to a sweet stirring tune of the best
vld Methodist stamp. It always rouses
our people, and brings back revival joys
and the taste of the fruits when we sat

-
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in the King's garden, and His banner
Wwas over us.

There is 2 wonderful power in a glow-
ing eccstatic love-song to Jesus. The
language may not be very artistic; it
may savourof extravagance to the skepti-
cal cricic. But the warmer and the
stronger it is the better to a genuine
child of Jesus. Whena soul is on fire
and melting, it don’t want elaborate
poetry or avtificial tunes. It longs for
simplicity, fervour, aund elastic glow. It
craves endearing epithets, There are
moods of mind when a blood-bought
believer revels in the love of the Saviour
and only wants to sit beside the mouth
of the well, and drink and sing, and
sing and drink, until the soul overflows
with grateful joy.

It was in such moods of rapturous
communion, that the holy Rutheriord
broke out into those passionate words
of endearment which rival the song of
Solomon. ‘O fair Lord Jesus!” he
exclaims, “let me wrap my withered
arms around thy great broad love ! How
little of the sea can achild carry in its
hand ; as little an Table to carry away
of my boundless and running over Christ
Jesus. All lovers blush, when ye stand
before Christ ; shame forevermore be
upon all but Christ’s glory? Would
to God that all this kingdom knew
what there is betwixt Christ and me in
his person—what kisses, embracements,
and love communions! I would not
exchange Jesus for Heaven. Nay, I
think that a soul could iive cternally
blest on Christ’s tove, and feed upon no
other thing ; yea, when Christ in love
giveth a blow, it doceth a soul geed, and
there is a kind of comfort and joy to it
to get a cufl with the sweet soft hand
of Jesus.”

Of this holy literature of love the
church ought to read more ; and in our
devotional meetings we ought to sing
more of these love-songs in praise of
our Redeemer, who bought us with
his blood. This element of Christliness
is wanting too often in the pulpit and
in the prayer-meeting. For fear of
being thought extravagant or enthu-
siasts, we tame downour language, and
stiffen’ oar countenances, unul we
freeze up the best impulses of the soul.
We sacritice our devotions to our dignity.
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But the more the love of Jesus
abounds and glows within us, the more
shall we burst out into those hymns
and into those utterances in prayer
which ave the best foretastes of Heaven.
The most delightful feature ina true
Christian service, is when all hearts
break out in some strong rapturous
love-chant to our Redeemer. Wesley
struck this note when he struck his
incomparable ¢ .Jesus, lover of my soul.”
We ought to have more of such melo-
dies of Calvary in our prayer-incetings,
and sing them with open mouths, and
eyes brimming with tears.

1 confess to a great liking for tho
godly old negro ¢ uncle Johnson,” who
used to say ¢ Massa, you know de flesh
be weals ; and when dey begins in de
meetimyg to talk and sing about Jesus
1 begins to fill wp, and putty sooun 1
has to holler, and den dey say, *carry
dat old man out ; he ’sturbs de mestin.” ”
Would to God that all our church
prayer-meetings had a few mors such
blessed distwrbances I—Cuyler.

THE MINISTER AN ORGANISER.

We give the best part of an article, by
Dr. J. S. Hart, in the Sunday-school
Times, and heartily endorse the wisdom
which apportions to every man his work,
and provides that the minister shall be
truly the overscer of the Church :

““"Che minister in his pulpit, equally
with the doctor in the sick room, has to
deal with the practical living issues of
the day. He has to deal with men, wo-
men and children as he finds them, and
with the spiritual wants growing out of
theirtemporalaffairs the manifold tempt-
ations avising from business, pleasure,
or passion.

¢+ A pastor then needs something more
than theological training, or even theo-
logical oratory. He is the head of a spi-
ritual corporation, a highly organized
living body, and as such he needs execu-
tive ability, and this ability is all the
more needed from the fact that the tie
which binds together this spiritual body
is a purely voluntary one.

¢ Many a pastor who has this execu-
tive ability, excels in usefulness others
who are far more eloyuentin the pulpit.
The secret of the matter, which some
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ministers seem not to understand, is that
peuple become interested in any enter-
prise, secular or religions, just in pro-
portion to the extent to which they
themselves are actors in it.

“If the minister and two or three
others acting with him do all that is to
be done in the way of Christian effort,
and veduce the vest of the congregation
to a passive recipieney, the whole aftair
becomes tame and dull, no maiter how
brilliant may be the efforts put forth,

“The prevalent opinion is that the
Suaday-school does not flourish in this
or that congregation, buecause it happens
to have no adequate supply of teachers
and officers. T hold this opinion to be
a pernicious error. Every congregation,
with almost no exception, has within it-
self the elements for a vood and vigo-
rous Sunday-school organization. The
men and the women are there, but they
need to be called out, and in most cases
they need to be instructed in their work.

¢ They do not know exactly how to go
about it. Chey want some Instruction,
some hints at least, in the art of teach-
ing, and of school management. A pas-
tor who himself understands well the
vheory and practice of teaching and of
school organization. 8o as to be able to
mould and shape the materials at his
disposal, and to convert these inteiligent
and educated men and women into ethi-
cient and skilful teachers, hag therein a
wonderful power for good.

‘1t is the pastor’s work, not to teach
the Sunday-school, not to superintend
it, but to create superintendent and
teachers, if he docs not find them rea-
dily fitted to hand ; and it is an essen-
tial part of his seminary course to study
how to do this important partof his pas-
toral work. Preparation for the Sun-
day-school work, just as clearly as pre-
paration for the work of the pnlpit, con-
stitutes a legitimate part of the semi-
nary course.”

LOVEL ONES IN HEAVEN.

1 doubs not that we shall #ind our
children there. I do not believe that
the heart has been kindled to so much
fear and suffering that it may be quench-
ed with everlasting forgetfulness. This
is my liberty. 1t is not God’s revela-
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tion. Itis my neccessity. And 1 am
not rebuked when T indulge in such
thougiits. My heart cries out to those
who have loved me and gone to the
heavenly land ; and when I ery to them
Ihear a voice answering, as the Spirit
and the Bride ave vepresented as saying,
“Come At night, by day, at twilight,

4in joy, and in sorrow, [ hear the voice
of loved ones saying, “ Come ” Overall
troubles, louder than the notse of wind
and storms, | hear the voices of those
who have gone bhefore me saying,
“ Heaven is real ; God is real s loveis
cternal 3 come-—from out of winter,
from out of trouble, from out of storms,
from out of the sinland, come ¥ There
sonnd perpeiually from the walls of the
colestial clvy, volees that win and woo
cvery aching heart saying, ¢ Come,come,
come ’—Jji. W, Beecher.

THE PASTOR’S ASNISTANT.

A young minister was once cailed to
a young and plastic church. One of
first questions which he asked was,
“PDo your people take good religious
papers {7 The elders scarcely knew. He
was unwilling to accept their call unless
they would sce that the congregation was
well supplied with that sort of literature.
They liked his proposal. The people
began to read more upon Church and
Christian  affairs, and he began to
arouse them to earncst working and
generous giving. The contributions in-
creased wondertully, for the people were
learning of the real wants of the “hurch.
The preaching was blessed.  Press and
pulpit lent a force to cach other. Pastor
and editor were mutual helpers in the
same good work. And here is the real
design of an earnest, thoroughly Chris-
tian paper. It is not to draw dividends
upon the large investmeuts, not to
wage controversy, not to deal out the
mere news of the day, not to publish
brilliant essays ; its leading design is to
do what the pastor should be doing, if
he knew cverything, and could be
talking and teaching every week in every
hounse. It is his assistant and vicar in
the parish. It supplements hi. work.
It goes on wings wiule he must walk.
[t goes when and where he cannot go.
It makes a Sunday call on his people,
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and fits them for hearing the next day’s
sermons. It follows up his preaching,
whispering again to the conscicnce and
the heart. 1t is the unfailing supply in
vacant churches, 1t is never down with
a cold, nor absent on a vacation. Fifty-
two times a year1t briugs happiness into
the homes of thousands, and in every
house tells the same ¢“old, old story of=
Jesus and tis love,” of the Church
and her eonquest, of holiness, and of
heaven.  Let every church have a de-
voted pastor and a Christian paper, #> 1
the Gospel will move the world.- ¢ -
tertor.

WHERE THE FAULT LIES.

Hundreds of the teachers--some of
them of high intellectual attainments—
were confic ent, at the opening of the
year, that the book of Revelation could
not be profitably studied by children.
Thousands of teachers—many of them
possessing only average qualification of
mmd-—fmmd on e\perlment that that
book contained choicest lessons for even
the youngest scholars. During the third
quarter of the year, many teachers were
positive it wasagreat mistake to assign
Iessons in Romaus to the little folks.
But multitudes of children have delight-
ed in the simple and practical lessons
of Love, and Trust, and Obedience,
found in the tender words of Paul’s
Epistle. All the lessons of the Uniform
Serics have been selected by men fami-
liar with both children and Sunday-
school teachers. They are within the
reach of these. 1f any teacher, even
though he he a Supreme Court judge, a
lnfrh school principal. or a doctor of
dwun(:y, finds himself unable to teach
his class important and practical truth
out of these lessons, he may be sure the
trouble is not with his scholars, nor yet
with their lessons ; it is with their
teacher. Such teachers areof the sort
described by Paul to Timothy, as those
‘“desiring to be teachers of the law,
under staudm«r neither what they say nor
what they affirm. For we know that the
law is good, if a man use it lawfully.”
The man who cannot teach the Uniform
Lessons well, ought to confess his ignor-
ance of teaching,and seekto learn how
to do the work to which he is set.
Others know how ; many are learning;

AND SCHOOL.

perhaps he can learn also.—S.

World.

Sare.—During a revival meeting in
Virginia, o little gird five years old, join-
ed with nthers insinging a hymn w ith thc
chorus. “ Zion's %]np 18 on the ocean.’

The Pastor asked her if she would like
to go aboard of that ship.

£N0.,” she replied.

“Why ?” asked the Pastor.

“I dow’t know where the ship is go-
ing)

“'l‘u heaven,” was the explanation.

“I wouldlike to go to heaven, but
I am afraid the ship will twrn over.”

Doy you know who is the captain of
the ship t

“No”

“The Lord Iesm Churist is the cap-
tain.”

“If Jesus is the captain,” she replied
trustingly, ‘‘he will not let the ship turn
oter, and L would like to go aboard.”

Precisely the doctrine of the Bible.
Jesus is able to keep that which we com-
mit to Him against that day. We may
safely entrust ourselves and all we have
to him.

Evptroriar Posrscripr.—The extra-
ordinary amount of printing requred
this Session by the Legislature of On-
tario, of the same office, has delayed our
last two issues.

We are sorry to divide the second of
Mr. Chapman’s able articles on Genesis,
but our space leaves us no option.

Letters from exiled Canadians speak
with special emphasis of the interest
with which every item of our ¢ News”
is read abroad,  Let our friends keep
this department fully, promptly, and
concisely supplied. At this last mom-
ent we hear of a Valedictory Soiree in
Guelph, Feb. 11., but not a line has been
sent for publication, though in no church
are we better sustained.




