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The Antiquity and Genius of Masonrv.

The following eloquent address was delivered by
Brother, the Rev. Thomas Somerville, A. M., chap-
lain to Vancouver Lodge, No. 421, on the Registry
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and to Victoria
Lodg ., No. 783, on the Registry of the Grand Lodge
of England, at the inaugurarion of the new Masonic
Hall, on Government Street, Victoria, Vancouver
Island, on the 25th June last :—

WORSHIPFUL MASTER AND BRETHREN :

Trulyit is my desire that another more experienced
in the mysteries of our Order had been appointed
for this duty. I have only consented to address you
that it may be shown in practice what we assert in
theory, that none may refuse the work appointed by
the Masters.

The Dedication of the Lodge is one of the most
solemn ordinances of our ancient order, and I am
certain that as these holy symbols stood nnveiled in
their new resting place, and your thoughts wander-
ed back through the corridor of ager to the scene of
their first introduction, and forward to the rich
associations that will be entwined around them in
the fature, thoughts deep and hallowed could not
fail to well np from the springs of ycur heart. Beit
simply mine, then, as one for all, to voice forth these
your silent reflections.

The work comgleted to-day is called “The Dedi-
cation of the Lodge to the Holy Saint John,” the
patron. of our order. But stricty speaking, the
work has a double purpose—both dedication and
consecration. The Lodge is dedicated to virtue,
in the name of the Great Jehovah, and consecrated,
separated, and set apart to the purpose of preserving
the memory of these illustrions names.

1t is dedicated to virtue. True masonry is the
dutiful daughter of Heaven. The Lodge is the
sacred shrine of Almighty Jehovah. By his law
every mason must be a good and true man—irue to
himself, his fellows, and to the Being before whom
be has bent in adoring reverence. The “stupid
Atheist or irreligious libertine ” may make himself a
falsa man, but never a good mason. The mason is
pledged to pious virtue.  Nor letit be forgotten that
virtue orizinally meant valor.
Romans the most valorous man was esteemed the
most virtuous; now while strength should not be all,
it must still form an important element of goodness.
The good men must ever be a strong man. Mere
sentimentalism is sxll&; hke the vapour it azfpeareth
for a little while and then vanishethaway. In every
“a00d and true man” there must be & healthﬁ
firmness. The feeling of desire must be yoked wit

Among the old-

the principle of right, and will must drive them beth.

Rugged strength and radiant beanty,
These wcre one in nature’s plan;
Humble toll and Heavenwani duty,
These will form the perfect man,

To virtue, strong and beauliful, is this Hall
dedicated. Never, then, let careless feet defile its
pavement, nor unclean hands touch its vessels;
never let angry disputations he heard within its
walls. Conscience as a faithful Tyler must guard
off the Furies of Discord. Temper must be ever
tempered, and feelmtic astened. It is that we may
become better men ‘we meet here, and all our
labours—the charges, the rituals, the ceremonies
nay, every jewel and ornament, every article of
furniture, every emblem and hieroglyphic, tend to
this peint.

But more, the Lodge is consecrated to the memory
of §t. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist ;
and it is proper that we should shortly recall to our
minds their lives and labours. Right too, that their
names should have been linked together, not that
they were like each other, hut just because the
were widely difterent in their temperaments ang
teachings. They were the exponents of the two
extremes in human character—the Baptist being
the representative of fiery boldness, the Evangelist
of shrinking love. The one was a sturdy Doric
column, the other a gracefal Corinthian pillar. The
one was the complement of the other; united toge-
ther they combine strength and beaunty.

The Baptist was a truly heroic character. The
last of all the propnets, he was the greatest of all.
Of his life we get only a few glimpses, but these
show us what sort of a man he was. The first
picture is that of an ardent youth among the sohitudes
of Israel's deserts. Saddened by the hollowness of
hfe in Isra>], and perplexed with the controversies
of Jerusalexa—the wrangling of Sadducee with
Pherisee, of 1ormalist with mystic, of the disciples
of one infallibic Rabbi with the disciples of another
infallible Rabbi, he fied for refuge to the wilderness
to see if God conld be found by the earnest soul .
that sought Him alone. For thirty years he lived in
the desert; then came the time when the %ualihes
nursed in solitnde burst forth upon the world. The
g\eople felt that a King of Men stood before them.

he desert swarmed with crowds; warriors, profli-

tes, publicans, the heart broken—the worldly, the
isappointed—all came. Even the King's attention
is gained ; he is taken away from the simple life of
the desert and placed among the artificialities of the
Royal City. And now comes the question, “ Does
the stern prophet degenerate into a sweet tongued
courtier.” Isthe rough ashler of the forest broken
into pieces in the process of tlx;ohsh:ing ? Verily no.
He stands in Herod's court, the prophet of the desert
still, preaching boldly the truth. When Hered
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would ally himself with his guilty mistress, he at
once said, “It is not lawful for thee to have her.”
Now is he struck down like an eagle in its flight.
The last picture is that of this earnest, strong_man
cast into a dungeon by the guards of the King,.
There he wears out his restless soul, until sacrificed
to a courtesan's whim,

May his name ever remind us of courage in the
hour of trial, and inspire us with fortitude to reprove
sternly all departures from Masonic rule.

None have ever had more of the essential spirit
of Masonry than St. John the Evangelist. He was
the principle ot love personified. "Love was the
secret of his religion, the burden of his teaching, the
substance of his life, end the promise of his heaven.
Whether we behold him leaning on his Master's
breast, or wandering as a teacher among the nations
of the East, he was the living illustration of his
constant theme. His, too, was a love not easil
qguenched ; he was persecuted, imprisoned, banished,
tortured ; but his love survived his trials. His hfe
was love. Hear him, when old and feeble, writing
to his disciples, “ I’e that loveth his brother abidet
in the light; he that hateth his brother walketh m
darkness.” Such was the man.

May his name inspire us with his spirit, so that
our labours in the Lodge below may prepare us for
the rest in the temple above

Brethren, the service in which we have this day
engaé;cd, and the symbols upon which we have
gazed, must have brought viwdlmo mind the high
antiquity of owr Order. And this thought let us
cherish ; it will add dignity and lustre to our pursuits.
It is impossihle not to feel the spell of loag prescrip-
tion in some degree. TheJew cannot butieel proud
that the blood which fired Abraham's bosom stll
runs in his veius, the Greek, wandering among the
beantiful groves of his native land, cannot but reflect
with pleasure on the time when the fathers of phil-
osophy assembled there their pupils, and the poet's
song waked rapturous applause in the neighbouring
theatres, the modern denizen of Rome, when he
sees the eager strungers throng its streets and spoil
its temples, feels the ¢motion of pride as he reflects
that the time was, when the queenly city, seated
securely on Ler seven hills, gave laws to their
barbarous forefuthers, the representative of Great

rifain, gazing upon his country’s ﬂa%uin the land of
the stranger, feels it all the dearer to his heart when
he remembers that fora thousand yearsit hasbraved
the battle and the breeze, and numbers upthe many
hard fought battles over which it has floated ; the
worshipper in an ancient church has all the more
attachment to it, when he considers that the twalls
of its cathedrals are now gray with years, and that
for centuries has gone up to the Most High the same
sacred song ; and if any cherish this fee%in , surely
may we, when we search the records of Masonry,
and look hack upon its existence even begond the,
period of these records. “ Thesources of the noblest
rivers which spread fertility over continents, and
bear richly laden vessels to e sea, are to be songht
for in wild and barren tracts, incorrectly laid down
mm maps, and rarely explored by t.avellers” Far
back in the dim and hoary past, beyond the period
of anthentic history, lies the origin of Masonry. We

do, indeed, catch glimpses of it as it rolls alone near
to the fountain head, yet when we first clearly l?ehold

it, it bursts upon our eyes as a broad, deep river,

l ggtcs of immor
s

well defined and beautiful. There can be little
doubt that long before the Christian era, the moun-
tains of Judea, the plains of Syria, the deserts of
Indie, and the valley ot the Nile were cheered by
its presence and fertilized by its current. Nearly
three thousand years ago there were in Asia the
Dionysian architects, a Ereat corporation who under-
took and even monopolized the building of temples,
stadivms and theatres, recognized each_ other by
signs and tokens, were possessed of certain esoteric
doctrines, and called all other men profane who
were not admitted to these mysteries. Ofthese were
the cunuing workmen sent by Hiram, King of Tyre,
to aid in the erection of the temple, 1000 years before
the Christian era. Here it is that Masonry first
meets us in strength and beauty. In the construc-
tion of this magnificent edifice, 113,000 men were
engaged under 300 overseers, and its building oceu-
pied seven years. And surely that day when the
first temple was comgleted,.ml}st rise vividly before
tuc minds of usassembled within the last consecrated.
It was agreat and joyousday in Jerusalem. Wearily

h | had they waited whilst it gradually rose up towards

the skies, and now the capstone was brought forth
with shoutings. The mnltitude of the people thron-
ged the courts and stretched away down the streets
to the very walls of the clti{[ Attracti) ui every eye,
crowning the summit of Mount Moriah; stood the
temple with its lofty columns, and beauteous towers
and guilded roof, sparkling in the pure sunlight ot
heaven—the chosen dwelling place of Jehovah—the
joy of the whole earth, and the visible symbol of that
other not made with hands, VWithin it were placed
the brazen altar, and the golden altar, and the other
vessels that had been in the tabernacle. In the Holy
of Holies placed they the mercy seat and the ark,
and within that the moral lavy written on the tables
of stone and dehvered long before to Moses amid
the thunderings of Sinai. Then, as it has been said,
“did Masonry go forth bearing upon_her brow the
nume of Jehovah, in her bosom a jewel of living
vadiance, and in her hand the key that unlocked the
tality. For more than 2000 years has

e been telling man of a Being brighter than the
stars, and endlessas eternity.” Before the victorious
son of T’hilip marched his phalanxes, or ever Romu-
lus walked by Tiber's stream, had she been telling
man how to live and how to die. Oh! surely it 1s
something to boast of, that her language has rolled
from so many tongues—that her altar fires have been
kindled for so msny centuries—that her beneficent
works hatve been performed by so many hands. To
remove her landmarks and her handmarks, the
ancient buildings and the cathedrals, those clkefs
d euvres of the middle age must be razed to the ground
even to the last stone; for everywhere in the floor,
the fpsa.vements, the columns, the mouldings, and the
roofs, the masons, the sculptors, and the architects
have left their marks. Thus high and honourable
is ihe prescription in her favor. Old she js _but there
appear not yet the signs of senility. M biy her
works in the past, but there gatker not the “nanifes-
tations of weakness or weariness. Tirae hs written
no wrinkle on her spotless brow. In the virtues of
her_children she ever renews her youth. In her
purification from {roi‘aue appendages, she ever
strengthens her stakes. In the distribution of the
civilized races she ever lengthens her cords. Her
lessons and her precepts—those grand moral flora of

the universe—are of peremmial growth. As they
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bloomed in Palestine, they bloom in this, the farthest
west. As they were with Solomon and our fathers,
so are they with us; and as with us, so shall they
be with our children’s children.

Of such thoughts are we reminded by the Lodﬁe
and the Dedication Service. Turn we now to the
living stones of the temple—the members of thd
crafl As a society of men, we assert the dignity of
jabour, the Harmony of Union, and the Wisdom of
Organization. )

We assert the dignity of labour. Activity 18
demanded, inaction and sloth 1proscnbed. The high
vocation o{' man is to be the fellow-worker of God.
The vitalities of the universe are of God, the instru-
mentalities are of man. The Great Architect has
laid out for us a plan, and richly covered t'ie e
with material, but man must work it to its end.
Even Paradise had to be dressed, and though the
earth were all to become as fair and fertile as the
primeval abode, the neglect of a single generation
would throw it back to a weary waste.” God has
sown in society the seeds of government, of science,
of art; but man must develop and apply them.
The laws cf taste, for instance, are innatel% planted
within us, bui it is the chisel of the sculptor and the
Pencx-l of the artist that give embodiment to these
awsin the noble temple and the magnificent picture.
In everything, man’s labor is the complement of the
Creator’s bounty. ‘Laborare est orare” Work is
truly religious, nay, labor is life.

“Naturoe lives by actien;
Beast, birg, alr, firc, the beavens and rolling world,
All live by action 3 nothing lives at rest
But death and ruin ; man is cured of care,
Fashioned and improved by labor.”
_ These truths are too often forgotten. They have
in some measure been slipping away from the pre-
sent generation—that louks upon work as degrading.
'To look upon our platforms and our exchanges where
men most do congregate, one might think that the
chief end of man was to uy and to sell—
not to work. In the midst of ail this does Masonry
assert the dlgmtg of labour. Originally afraternity
of practical builders, in later days the work is of a
speculative nature ; still, however, the motto is “a
fair day’s wage for a fair day’s work.” . Honours are
ven to the ﬁlhgent,. the drones are discouraged in
1e busy hive, and in many ways she asserts the
dignity of man's primcval duty.

Your presence here also asserts the Harmony of
Union. The lodge is the world in miniatare. From
east to west is its length, from south to north is its
breadth, from earth to heaven is its height, and from
the surface to the centre of the terraqueous globe is
its depth. And in few places can this conception be
realized so well as bere. At the ends of the earth
we draw material from all the earth. What a variety
of races, nationalities, creeds and religions are here
represented! We have the Jew, long 1dentified with
Masonry fm&ettmg his exclusiveness in communion
with his bre ren—the Italian, from the sunny south,
Joining hand with the exile from Old Caledonia, the

‘Cltima Thule " of his forefathers—the Saxon from
the gi;)iOd old German stock, sitting in fellowshi
with his sprichtly neighbour from t?\e Joyous lang
of France. The Englishman and the American
forﬁiethng each their jealousies, and rejoicing togethar
in liberty, equality and fraternity. Nor are the
Colonists awanting. Here the Canadian meets the

Australian, and here Nova Scotia and Vancouver

to
all

Island intertwine their branches—all living stones
in the building, bound together by the cement of
charity, all forming a fit symbol and type of the time.

* ‘Thea man to man the warld o'cr,
Shall brithors be for a* that.”

Furthermore,we assert the wisdom of organization.
There may be & union which is not a unity. The
atoms in a sandpit are close enough together, but
they do not form a unity. There 18 no unity in a
flock of sheep, it is simply the repetition of so many
tlnntﬁs similar to each other. In an organized unity
all the members are properly subordinated each to
another, and the parts harmoniously arranged in
their suitable relations. The body of man is an
organization where all the different parts, head,

arth | heart, finger, fibres, and limbs severslly conduce to

a common good, and depend on each other. Now,
Nature has not intended us to be like a flock of
sheep, uear each other and yet distinct from each
other; we are to be organized. A common interest
is to flow as the lifeblood through all. ~As men rise
in civilization, there appear the higher and finer
developments of combined relations. In savage life
men are slightly O}Fhangd. The tribe is simply like
a flock of sheep. e kingdom or the empire 1s the
result of experience or refinement. 1t says much
for Masonry that its common name has become
“The Order.” Toquote from an illustrious member,
whose memory is deservedly dear on this Pacific
coast—the manly and large hearted Thomas Strarx
King:—“How Masonry reflects to us or rat-er
illustrates the wisdom breathed by the Great Axchi-
tect throvigh all nature! It is said that order is
Heaven's first law ; it is no less true that it is Earth’s
first privilege. It is the condition of beauty, of
Bberty, of peace. Think how the principle of order
for all the orbs of heaven is hidden in the Sun. The
tremendots power of his gravitation reaches thou-
sands of miﬁ?ons of miles—and hampers the self-
will—the centrifugal force of the mighty Jupiter, of
Uranus with his staff’ of moons, and of Neptune.
There’s a Grand Lodge for youw, in whith these
separate masters are held in check l&y the Most

orshipful Grand Master's power. Nor is it any
hardship that these se}{)araj:e globes are so stricily
under rule, and pay obedience to the Sun. Is it
not their chief blessing—their sovereign privilege ?
‘What if the order were less distinct and punctual ?
What if the force in these globes that chafes under
the central rein, and champs its curb, should be
successful r r even a single day? Whatif the earth
should gair lLiberty against the pull of the sun?
Beauty fron that moment would wither, fertility
would begin to shrivel. The hour of seeming free-
dom would be_the dawn of anarchy; for the Sun’s
rule is the condition of perpetual harmony, bounty,
and joy.”

“The idea of this Heaven determined order is
committed to oar body thromgh its Worshipful
Grand Masters, Master, Wardens, Deacons, and
Craftsmen. The proper regard for it has preserved
it amid the breaking up of old empires, and maintains
it in_its mysterious, symumetrical gmti sablime pro-
portions. 1t is the source of its living vigor, and the
promise of its fature strength.”

Tinally, brethren, we read that when Solomon
had finiched the Temple, he besought that the
presence of the Lord would dwell there. May this
enlivening presence ever sanctify our fellowship !
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What of our beautiful house and our service without
that? What of the altar without the altar fire?
‘What of the nchle; ornate casket without the jewel
within ? __What of the Mason witLout Masonic prip-
ciple? He is only as the degd_amon(%r the living~—
a rotten stome i the building, Our Iissonry
brethren, must either be a real thing, or an awh
sham, a to be laid hold of and nailed down to
the counter by the detector and hater of all shams.
Am I to respect the bed man, because forsooth by
forswearing elf, he has gained the secrets of the
craft? Shall I prefer the man 1ho has tried to hide
hisrottenness with the garments of light? No, breth-
ren, I will endure him—TI will try faithfully to per-
form my vows tohim, but it is not in human nature
to restrain my conterm.pt fcr him.

Masonry is the daughter of Hearan; let us who
wear her favors, never soil them on the earth.
Invested as we are with these ancient and noble
badges, let us walk in the licht and not in darkness.
With clean hands and right spirits—with an eye of
compassion for the tear of sorrow, with an ear ever
open to the cry of the distressed—with a hand ever
ready to help the widow, and the orphan, and the
stranger, let us show to the world the inherent
nobleness of o order. Thus may we_go on from
strength to strength, and at length be admitted into
the presence of the Suprme Grand Master, and
receive the password to celestial bliss.

- The words of that old Masonic marching hymn,
Iately quoted by Carlyle in his address to the studants
at dinburgh, should ring npon our ears:

The Mascn 8 ways are
A type of existence,
And his persistency

Is as tho days are,

Of mon In the world.

The faturo hides in It
Gladness and sorrow ;
We press still through,
Nought that abldesin ft
Daunting us. Onward,

While earnest thou gazest,
Comes bodtog of terror,
Comcs phantasm and error,
Perplexes tho hravest

With doubt and misgiving.

But beard are tho vofces
Heard are the sa%es,

Tho worlds and tho ages,
CLooso well§ your choice is
Brief, and yet endless.

And solemn before as, Here eyes do re; you
Velled, the dark portat, In eteinlty's stillness;
Goal of all mortal. Hore {s all fullness,

Stars silent rest o'er us, Yo brave, to reward jou,
Graves under us silent, Work and despair not.

A Masoxnic INCIDENT.—A little incident, contain-
ing some mystical interest, transpired in Wayne
golllmty, South Carolina, during the late war. Itisas

ollows :—

It was late at night, the husband was absent, and
the wife, alone with her children, had retired.—
Three or four soldiers rudely knocked at the door of
the house, and demanded entrance and something
to eat. The goodlady told them that it was too late
that she had nothing cooked, but f,aring thay would
bresk the door, she got out of bed, and opened it to
expostulate with them.

They insisted that she should cook something for
them, and while she was getting ready, and the
were roaming about the house, one of the a)arty, who
seemed to be the leader, hapgened“to find a copy of
Mackey's ** Masonic Jurisprudence.” Turning over
he found the neme of the poor, frightened woman's
husband written on the fly-leaf.

“Ts this your husband's ?" he inguired of the lady.

“Yes sir,” was the timid reply.

“Is he & Mason 2"

“Yessir.” . . .

“Come, boys, right about—march!" and imme-
diately the house was cleared and quickly closed.

THE HOURS OF MASONRY.

The Masons of the York Rite have only the terms
“high twelve” and “low twelve" to designate parti-
cular Masonic times, that isnoon and midnight ; and
in relation to tke hours of labor and rest, they seem
to have preserved bu. one tradition, namely, that
Mascns begin_to work_at sixin the morning, are
called to refreshment at high twelve, called onagain
at an hour past high twelve, and continue their
labour until “low six " or evening,

But some of the Musons of the continent and of the
continental riteshave paid more attentionto the sys-
tem of Masonic horometry, and have formed or
invented a variety of terms and legends in relation
to Masonic hours. Among these rites, that of Zin-
nendorf, established about the end of the last cencury
in Germany, has some curious details. The following
extract from the ritual is translated from Lenning's
Encyclopedic. of Freemasonry :—

—“How many hours are there in a Freemason’s
Lodge?”

A—"Five

@~ How are these hours called ?”

A.—“Twelve, noon, high noon, midnight and high
midnight.”

Q.—"“'Wuaen is it fwelve 2" )

A~ Before the Lodge is opened and when the
Lodge is closed.”

@ —** When isit noon 2"

A —“When the Masterisabout {0 open the Lodge.”

@—"When is it high noon 2" )

A.—*When the Lodge is duly opened.”
Q.—* When is it midnight 2°
A.—*“When the Master isabout’to close the Lodge.”
Q—* When is it high midnight 2"
A—"“When the Lodge is closed and the profane
are allowed to approach.”
Q. —“How many consecutive hours do Freema-
sons work in their Lodge ?”
—"Three hours.”
@.—"* What are these three hours 2"
—** Noon, high noon and midnight.”

@.—“What are the hours when Freemasons do
not work ?” :

A.—* Twelve and high midnight.”

Thore are other divisions into Masonic weeks and
years, but what has oeen given above is enough to
show the care with which Mnasonic symbolism is cul-
tivated among these philosophical rites, for all these
answers are of course _a.lle%ronqal and symbolical. —
One more answerin this catechism of the Zinnendorf
ritual may conclude this paragraph, as it is highly

v

V| suggestive of a deep religions truxh. .

Q. —“How long is & Mason’s day ?,
A.—* From the beginning of the year to the end.”

Aud so, indeed, it is. The work of a true Mason
is never done,—his day of labor never ends,—and at
all hours and in all seasons, his task still a%oes nobly
on for the search,—the uniiring search alter know-
ledge must be ever employing him, from week to
week, from month to month, and from yesr to year
until days, weeks, and months and. years, 8 all
have passed away, and life ends with the search still.
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GOLDEN SENTENCES, owes to the communitﬁis If such aYe the obligations

2tvers by Do TRt Cllntor <o Hotland Lodge, the cvenlag of bis which a man owes to his brother, they are precisely

From an address by Do ! stalistd ., Do, 84, 1798 the duties t} 1t one freemason ought to perform to

HI8 DEFINITION OF FREEMASONRY.

It is well known tha* our Order was at first com-
posed of scientific and ingeniousmen who assembled
to improve the arts and sciences, and cultivate a pure
and sablime system of worahity. Knowledge, at
that time, was restricted to a chosen faw; but when
the invention of printing opened the means of
instruction to all ranks of people, then the generous
cultivators of Masonry communicated ‘with cheer-
fulness to the world those secrets of the arts and
sciences whnch had been transmitted and improved
from the foundation of the institution, them our
Fraternity bent their prineipal sttention to the
cultivation of morality. And Masonry may now be
defined as a moral institution, intended to promote tndi-
vidual and social happiness.

THE EQUALITY OF MASONRY.

Our instiution asserts, in language not to he mis-
understood, the natural equality of mankind. It
declares that all brethren are upon a_level, and it
throws open its_hospitable doors to all men of all
nations. It admuis of no rank, except the priority of
merit, and its only aristocracy is the nobility of virtue.

THE ONEROUS CARES OF THE MASTER.

Sensible I am that neither my age, experience nor
abilities entitle me to fill this place. Sensible I am
that it is surrounded with difficulties aud embarass-
ments; that it requires promptitude of expression

uickness of thought, and presence of mind, an
that it demands conciliatory manners and instantan-
eous })erceptlon of character, and a considerable
knowledge of mankind. .

THE BENEFICENT WORK OF MASONRY.

How often has it showered down its golden gifis
into the seemingly inaccessible dungeons of misery !
How often hss it radiated with its beneficent rays
the glooms of affliction, and converted its horrors o
despair into the merjé.ian splendor of unexpected
joy! How often bas it, with its philanthropic voice
recalled the unhappy wanderer into the paths o
felicity, and with its powerful arm, protected irom
the grasp of malice aud oppression the forlorn out-
cast of society! Let the widow, the <rphan, the
grisoner, the debtor, the unfortunate, witness its

eneficent deeds, and in a s¥n;ﬁhons Jf gratitude,
declare that on the flight of all the «ther virtues,
charity as well as hope remained to bless mankind.

THYX: DUTIES OF A MASON TO HIS BROTHER.

A Mason is bound to consult the happiness and to
promote the interests of his brother; to avoid every-
thing offensive to his feelings; to abstain from
reproach, censure and unjust suspicions; to warn
him of the machinations of his enemies; to advise
him of his errors; to advance the welfare and reﬁ}‘;
tation of his family; to protect the chastity of hi
house; to defend his life, his property, and what is
dearer to a man of honor, his character, against un-
Just attacks; to relieve his wants and his distress;
to instil into his mind proper ideas of conduct in the
department of life which he is called to fill; and, let
me add, to foster his schemes of interest and promo-
tion, if compatible with the paramount duties a man

1| Grand Lodge of En

another. Our Order enjoins them as rules from
which nothing can justify & deviation, and considers
their infraction & viviaton of honor, conscience and
religion ; a prostitution of all that is deemed sacred
and venerable among men. But Masonry does not
confine the benignity of her precepts to her followers;
she rises higherin the scaleof excellence,and enjoins
the observance of honor, honesty and good faith to all
men : she espouses the cause of wversal benevo-
lence and virtue; she declares as unworthy of her
patronage those whe violate the laws of rectitude,
and her votaries ~xemplify in their lives the truth of
the remark that, although there are vicious men in
the fraternity, yet they are better than if they were

not Masons.
THE RELIGICN OF MASONRY.

As Christian Mason, ¢ cknowledginﬁ the divinity
of Christ, we have introduced the Bible into our
Lodges, to manifest our belief in the doctrines which
it inculcates. Inlike manner the fullowers of Moses,
Mahomet and Burmah may introducs .._w their Ma-
sonic assemblies their Pentateuch, their Alcoran, and
their Vedan; and yet the unity of Masonry would
remain—the essent.. principles on which she moves
would be the same; she would still declare to her
votaries, Tregard not to what sect you attach your-
selves; venerate the popular religion of your resg;ct—
ive countries ; follow the hght of yzur understanding;
forget not, however, the doctrines oZ the religion of
nature; adore the .G’rreat Architect of the Taiverse,
acknowledFe the immortal soul, and_look: forward
to a state of future retribution when the virtuous of
all religions and couniries shall meet together, and
enjoy never fading bliss.

EXTENT OF FREEMASONRY.~—There are nearly
eleven hundred l l%es under the control of the
and ; of this number some vne

hundied and seventy are in London, or within ten

f| miles of the Freemason’s Hall in Great Queen Street ;

are scattr ~ed over other
ales. Rutlandshire has

over five hundred and si
parts of England and

' none ; Bedfordshire has but three ; while Lancashire

has nearly one hundred. There are othersin the
Channel Islands, India (there areten in Calcutta),
Cape of Good I:fppe ‘West Indies, North and South
America, Australia, New Zealand. The lst, 6th, 12th,
14th, 31st and_89ih regiments of foot_have Lodges
attached to their respective corps. In ~ddition to
these, there are nearly one thousand chapters under
the same jurisdiction. In the sbove numbers are
not of course included lodﬁes inScotland or Ireland,
each of which Countries has its own Grana Lodge.

In round numbers, there are about one million and
a quarter of Free and Accepted Masons scattered
upon the face of the globe. Of this number, some
one hundred and fifty thousand are English Masons ;
one hundred thousand, Scotch ; fifty thousand, Ir_sh.
There are abont six hundred tixousan@ on the centi-
nent of Europe; half that number .in the United
States; and fifty thowsand in other varts of the
world. InE-rland there are two or chice thousand
persons initiated each yesr; and pupal allocutions
and feminine denunciations notwithstanding, the
Masonic body is said to be everywhere increasing.—
Freemason’s Magazine.
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Coronation of Godfrey de Bouillon.

Composed oxpressly for ToE CRAFTSXAX,

The conquering army slowly march
Boneath the castlo'’s lofty arch,
Thousands of trusty knights passed on,
‘Whoso swords the Holy Land had won,
Some with the yet unhcal-ed scar,
Left by tho Tarkish scimetar,

Each with his gleaming lance at rest,
Each with the Red Cross on his breast.

They with the music's thrilling strain,
Had crossed the brook, the £:1d, tho plain,
And chaunted forth their leader’s fame,
Godfrey de Bouillon’s magic namo ;

Now with the crown and signet ring,

They come to hail the victor king,

And wreathe with bay and glittering gem,
The morarch of Jerusalem,

Forth stepped their Icader, and a shout
That thrilled his very soul, rang out;
Thea 88 on high he raised his hand,
Silence fell o'er his martial baud,

A pause in bugle tramp and song,

A stillness o'er the mighty throng ;

A single voice the silence broke,
Godfrey de Bouillon gently spoke:—

“ Oh, Knights Companions, dauntless hearts

That by my side have stood,

And won the Holy Scpulchre,
'Mid seas of fire and blood;

Here hail me as your brother dear,
To your encampment bring

Me, a3 your loved, true, trusty friend,
But crown m¢ not a king.

#Friepds and Comp¢ vions, e have met,

Upon the tented ground,

Honour and love and charity,
Have in our tent been found.

We've drank at Sychar’s ancient wall,
We've camped on Zion's hill ;—

Sir Xnights, the Lion keeps his paw
Upon the Crescent still.

¢ But ok, dear friends forget not, we

Are followers of One,

Who here for us bowed down to death,
Ere he the victory won ;

Honoured ara I His hosts to lead
Through Olivet’s dark saade,

To suffer where he suffered pain,
To pray where he hath prayed.

¢ Friends and Companions, not to me,

Shall be this homage given,

I dare not kere bo crowned a king,
Where wept the King of Heaven ;

Shall steel and iron weld for him?$
And gold for me entwine ?

Shall the Thorn Acacia wreathe His brows,
And the soft laurel mine?

+ Mid yonder trees through midnight hours
In agoby he bent,
Adown these streets He wearily
Mocked by the soldiers went.

Upon yon mount He wopt in griof,
By this dark, murmuring spring
Walked tho cross-bearing Na~~reno ;

Oh crown me not its King,

 Dear Knights, within these city gates

Solomon's templo roso,

And Strength and Beauty shall keep watch,
Despite our many foes.

The Crescent wo must keep in check,
But crowns may not entwino

Around our brows till Christ comes back
To Holy Palestine: .

# Oh! by tho life that He laid down,
And by His untold pain,
May we be ready to go forth
In his triumphant train,
Back to your allars, Christian Knights,
There kneeling, humbly pray, .
Godfroy do Bouillon may bo found
Mecet for his crown that day.”
HARRIBTT ANNIE.
Hamilton, Nov. 1866.

A MASONIC APPEAL.
1 BY DAVID OAVAN.

[If any Magon can read these lines without fecling a renewed
incitement to the duty, he must have mistaken his vocation.]

Poor and old, iafirm, hut honest,
Where, where must our brotherjgo ?
Not a rolative remaineth

To alleviato his woe.

Will yo say it t—dare ye say it ?

s To the poor-house let him go 7"

Weak and frail, the aged widow
Lacl.cth means and lacketh home;
Neither son nor daughter liveth,

In the world she stands alone.
Where will she go ?¥—dare ye say it ?
st Let the alms-house be her home?"

Young and helpless, seo the orphan
Of a brother, loved, but dead :
None to counsel him surviveth
None to farnish him with bread :—
MMust ho steal, or starve and perish ?
Qod forbid that e’er be said!

Men and brethren,do your duty,

Give old ago a peaceful home,

Teach and feed and clothe the orphan,~
He’s y~ur charge, and yours alone :

Vows forget not, and your conscience
And your God will say “ well done §*

Harrav's OP1ITION OF FREEMASONRY.—The cur-
ioussubject of Freemasonry has unfortunately been
treated only by panegyrists or caiumniators, both
equally mendacious. 1 do not wish to pry into the
mysteries of the Craft, but it would be interestin
to_kmow more of their history during the perio
when they were literally architects. They are
charged by an act of Parliament, (8 Henry V1. 1,)
with fixing the price of their labor in their annual
chapters, contrary to the statutes of labor, and such
chapters are consequently prohibited. Thisis their
first persecution; they have since undeigone others,
and are perhapsreserved for still more, Itisremark-
able that Masons were never legally incorporated :

their bond of union being stronger than any charter.,
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The Festival of St. John the Evangelist.

All Christian nations celebrate Christmas time—
the anniversary of the birth of Christ, the founder
of the Christian religion and the object of its worship.
Many curious ceremonies are practiced by the
peopYe of Northern Europe on each recurrence o
this festivar time, the si

ication and origin of
which are litths thought of by those who partske in
them. The bringing in of the great Yule Log
wherewith to make the great Christmas fire. The
clevation of the oak tree bough, intertwined with
the slender branches of the mistletoe, in each house
forming the kissing bush, which, for the peric of
twelve days, reigns suproiue, and requires from all
who pass beneath it, whether man or maid, sabmis-
sion to the kissing ordeal or payment of afine. These
and many other Christmas customsof the old world,
are assoclated very closely with the commemoration
of this anniversary season, yet in themselves are so
foreign to the occasion, or rather are so wanting in
all suggestion of meaning as appertaining to, this
Christian festival, that it 1s not a little surprising
that more do not ask whence come these strange
and peculiar usages. They have no natural relation-
ship to the celebration of the anniversary of Christ’s
birga. There is but one answer to the inquiry here
sugoested, and that is, that these customs properly
beTong to the celobration of an anniverasry season
celebrated in the 1Torth of Europe for as many years
before the birth of Christ as that time is previous to
the present.

Two days after Christmas comes the anniversary
of the day given to St. John the Evangelist by the
Charch Calendar. Anciently this was the great
Masonic Festival Day, latterly much neglected for
Saint John the Baptist's day, six months earlier in
the ,ear. The Evangelists Day was observed as
the great Masonic Festival time irom the period of
the middle ages, when the Masons in Europe,
actuated by their conflict with the Mosiems of the
East, began to christianize their system by the
adoption of Saint John as their patron Saint. Saint
John the Baptist's day, on the other hand, did not
rise to any note, even among Masons, until after the
year 1720.

We have alluded to the Christmas customs in this
connection, and for this purpose, namely, to claim
that these customs belonﬁmth quite as much, if not
more fﬂro%r‘l;ety to the Masonic anniversary of St.
John the Eyangelist on the 27th of December. We
do not claim that these customs tgartake of an
relationship to the Evangelist more than to his Lor
and Master. The customs to which we allude are
associated with this period of the year, and refer to
celebrations_observed by Masons long before the
days of St. John or Jesus Christ. Centuries before
in the oak forests of Germany or Britain, the old
time Druids and Druidesses presided over similar
festivals. The co_nguenng church adopted the
customs of the period, and adapting them to their

em a Christian

new religious sgstem.s, assigned to

name, but failed to give to them a Christian signifi-
cation. The Masons, finding the St. John'’s day of
the church occurred about the time when, for reasons
having nothing to do with St. John the Evangel.ixzfi
they had been in the habit of enjoying a festiv
season for ages, chose to call it St. John’s day, and so
observe it; until those who have inherited their

£|St. John. It is a loss to Masonry.

Masonry, having overlooked the true Masonic reason
for the celebration at this season of the year, have
very generally ceased to celebrate it, even as the
anniversary of one of their patron Saints.

We re%a.rd it as very much to be regretted tia.
Masons 1ail to celebrate the day of the Evangelist
) It is o surrerder
cfan opgortqmﬁy to direct the minds of the Fruter-
nity to the on%m of the’~ Institution, antedating the
times of Christ and the .Evan%eh;st, antedating the
times of the ancient Druids, who, in celebrating the
great winter festival, were merely commemoratir
a_season which had been observed by men en
Masons from the beginning.

“And God said, Let there be lights in the firma-
ment of the_ heaven, to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs and for seasons,
and for days and years.” As the sun ruled the day
and the moon the night, so the moon marked the
week of seven days, and by its quartering the month
of four weeks; so the sun measured the year, and
the earth by its revolution and the eccentricity of its
axis, pointed out the equinoxes and the solstices.
Very much in Masonry has thus an sstronomical
origim. The moon has always been used to indicate
by its quarterings the time for lodge meetings. And
among all the nations of antiquity,the equinoxes and
solstices were ever regarded as seasons of great
importance. Especially in the ancient mysteries,
was great_stress laid upon the solstices, and the
winter and summer solstice, thie shortest day and
the longest day of the year, commemorated witn
E‘eat ceremony. The well-known Masonic symkbo],

e point within a circle bounded by the two paral-
lels—refers to this—the point, the sun, the centre
of the solar system; the circle, the earth's orbit
around the sun; the parallels, where theg1 touch the
circle, the winter and summer solstice, the limit of
the sun’s ap}garent course to the Northward and
Southward of the Eﬁuator; the left hand perpendi-
cular, Boaz_or the Northern Pillar, the right hand
pe1£endqular, Jachin, the Southern Pillar, standing
i the porch of the Temple of the Lord, which s
the Universe, while the Bible, as now placed in the
sly;mbol, or more properly in our opinion the sun, as
the symbol of divinity, has its place in the Orient.

_Just in the same manner as the Christmas celebra-
tion, and the Evangelist St. John's celebration,
Masonically refer to seasons having an astronomical
origin, so even do those celebrated pillars in front
of Solomon’s tempie, although usually referred to
the pillax of cloud and the Elllar of fire, which
followed and preceded the Hebrews in the tilder-
ness,—so even do thesc pillars refer to that older
custom of erecting in front of temples one pillar to
fire and another to the wind, in allusion to the
solstices, in the one when the rays of Sol are most
fiery, and in the other, when the winds of Boreas
are most piercing and violent.

The sammer solstice occurs about the twenty-first
of June. near enough to the anmiversary of St. John
the Baptist to lead to the ready adoption by the
middle age christianizingg Masons of that day, in
preference to the tweniy-irst. The Winter solstice
occurs about the twenty-second of December, near
enot]xfh to the day given by the Church to St. John
the Evangelist, to induce the Masons to smrrender
to it their preference foy the twenty-second, A day

or two either way, it was thought, no doubt, made



40

THE CRAFTISMAN.

Dxec. 15, 1806.

no essential difference. But a_great mistuke was
committed. It cast adrift the Fraternity from the
reverence for days and seasons of deep Masonic
significance, and led them to the_adoption of anm-
versaries which have no essential Masonic meaning.
And during the present generation the entire neglect
of the anmiversary of St. John the Evangelist has
led to the surcender of the Christmas festivities to
the Church, which meve properly and only legiti-
mate'y belong to the Freemasons. Can this depar-
tare from old Masonic custom have gone so far as to
render it altogether hopeless to expect that the great
Magsom({: Zi"es‘twal of the Winter solstice may ever be
revived ?

ThHe Sraftsman,
AND BRITISH AMERICAN MASONIQO REQORD.

YTHE QUEEN AND THE ORAFT.!

P O Y L P Y

NARmANANANNN

HAMILTON,....ooivivaiinnneeanns DECEMBER 15, 1866.

ST. JOHN THE EV..NGELIST.

On the twenty seventh day of this month Free-
masons, throughout the world, will assemble to cele-
brate the festival of one of their patron saints, the
loving Evangelist. In the earlier history of the Craft,
Freemasons were specially remarkable for their ob-
servance of these anniversaries. A hearty apprecia-
tion of the full significance attached to them, made the
times and seasons, the new moons-and the full moons,
the solstices and the equinoxes, occasions not merely
for the interchange of fraternal greetings, but oppor-
tunities for the acquisition of solid Masonic know-
ledee, and for the cultivation and strengthening »f
those great precepts of Freemasonry, Brotherly Love,
Reliefand Truth. That the celebration of the festi-
vals of our patron saints, while still very generally
observed, has lost much of its value, is astrue as it is
unfortunate. Nothingcan tend more to the diffusion
and prevalence of a pure masonic spirit than the
right appreciation of the charactersof the two Saints
John; nothing can better stir us up to the acquisition
of that right appreciation than the due and proper ob-
servance of their annual festivals.

‘Whether the Saints John were really Masons or
not has been a subject of controversy, and is still a
matter of doubt. Tradition tells us that they he-
longed to the sect of the Essenes, according to
Josephus, one of the sects into which the people of
Judoes were divided, and among whom it is said,
John the Baptist was brought up, acquiring among
them that sturdy force of character, and that simpli-
city of dress and diet for which he was remarkable.
Those Essenes were a secret association, by many
beld to be the same as the ancient Masons who built
the temple, but who at this time had become rather
a body of philosophers than of operative architects
and builders, and in this respect more closely resem-
bling the speculative Masons of the present day.
Although less numerous than either of the others,

the Essenes were regarded as being quite 88 much
“g sect” of the Jews as the Sadducees or Tharisees.
Josephus tells us that “they lived the same kind of
“Jife as do those whom the Greeks call Pythagorians.”
They were & distinct brotherhood, holding their
property in common for the common good. The
same authority tells -.s that before any vne was
admitted to the sect, “heisobliged totake tremendous
“ oaths, that in the fixst place he will exercise piety
“towards God, and observe justice towards men ; do
“no harm to any one, either of his own accord, or by
“the command of others; that he will always hate
“the wicked, and be an assistant to the righteous;
“that he will ever show fidelity to all men, and

{“especially to those in anthority; because no one

“obtains the government without God's ussistance;
“that if he be in aunthority he will at no time what-
“<ver abuse his authority, nor endeavor to out-shine
“his subjects either in his garments or other finery;
“that he will be perpetnally a lover o. truth, and
“yeprove those that tell lies; that he wili keep his
“hand from theft, and his soul from unlawful gains;
“that he wjll neither conceal anything from those of
“his own sect, nor discover any of their doctrines to
“others. No! not though any one should compel
“him so to do at the hazard of his life. Moreover
“he swears to communicate their doctrines to no one
“any otherwise than as he received them himself
“that he will abstain {rom robbing, and will equally
% preserve the books belonging to their sect, and the
“namer of their angels or messengers.”

The Saints.John are said to have been not only
members of the Essenian fraternity, but to have been
priests and rulers among them, and hence it is, ac-
cording to some writers, that they became pairons of
the order of Freemasonry. .

Another writer tells usthat under thereign of the
“Ceesars, Freemasonry thoughsurviving, languished,
“there was no system and butlittle coherence. /it
“ this juncture, our traditions tell us, the fraternity
“feeling the want of a head, under whom, the
“Craft might be united, called upon St. John, the
“Evangelist, to act as Grand Master. He replied,
“that though well stricken in years, being then over
“ four score years of age, as he had been in early life
“initiated into the Order, he wounld consent to serve,
“and since his day, Masonic Lodges which were
“dedicated to King Solomon, have been dedicated to
“the Saints John, both of whom, we learn by our
“ traditions, were patrons of the Order, and hence
“ arises our custcm of holding our anniversaries upon
“ the festivals of these two Christian Saints.”

Accoxrding io the more generally received opinion
among learned Freemasons, however, among whom
we may mention Brother Mackey, the festivals them-
selves are more ancient than the Christianera. They
belong to a period antecedent even to the time
when, in the oak forests of Germany and Britain, the
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old time Druds and Druidesses, presided over. similar
festivals. According to such +writers, these festivals
have an astronuinical signification, and the symbol
of the parallels, with which all Freemasons are
famuliar, although now generally reforred to the
Samts John, have a similar origin and signification,
The symbol, as vur readers will remember, is the
circle bonnded by two parallel lines, representing,
according to ancient fraditions, the Jimit of the sun’s
apparent course to the northward and southward of
the equator, constituting the winter and summer sols-
tices, or the shortest and longest days of the yesi.-
Thesedaysfail respectively, upon the 22nd Decembver,
and 21st June. Freemasons, professing the christian

religion, being anxious. to continue the celebration of

those festivals which had become landmarks, and find-
ing that the anniversary of the natal of those two saints
fell near those days, and being desivous to connect
their names with an institution, whnose delight it was
to emulate their virtues, they naturally, by allowing
the lapse of a few days, came to celebrate the anni-
versaries of those t7o saints, and eventually to adopt
them as their patrons.

Butimportant and interesting as are these inquiries
to the studious antiquarian in Masonic lore, with
Masons generally it is suflicient to know that in
their patron saints, however they came to be recog-
nized as such, we have exemplars whom it is our
highest interest and our most boundéh duty to
cmulate. In St. John the Evangelist, whose anni-
versary we shall in a few days be called upon tr
celebrate, we Lave the very embodiment of love, and
of brotherly fellowship. No onecanre dhis epistles
without feeling in the presence of a great and loving
teacher. How strikingly dues he portray the great
duty, the first cardinal duty of the Mason, brotherly
love. “He that saith he is in the light, and hateth
“his brother, is in darkness even until now. He
“ that loveth his brother abideth in the licht, and
* there isnone occasion of stumbling in hin. But he
“ that hateth his brotheris in darkues», and walketh in
“ darkness, and kno veth not whither he goes, because
“that darkness hath blinded his eyes.” And again,
“This is the message that ye heard from the
“beginning, that we should love one another.”
Throughout all his writings the same pure spirit is
manifested, the same soft, almost womanly affection,
that ea.med for him the well deserved name of * thu
beloved disciple.”

But notonly do we imbibe from the Lvansehst
the spirit of brotherly love, we have also the great
duty of fidelity, and bold unflinching courage in the
maintenance of the right, presenu,d to us in his
character. When this holy and intrepid man was
singled out by the bloody tyrant Domitian, for
proscription and exile, how calmly and boldly d1d he
face his destiny, his spirit undaunted, his spiritual
vision undimmed, hig faith reaching from earth to

heaven, mownting upon the wings of hope to the
realms of immortality. 1Ilis place of exile, the island
of I'atmos, was just the spot that a cruel nature like
that of Domitian would select for the exile home of
the good ¢Ild maun. Situated in the Lgean sea,
bctw een two continents, it was a pictur. of St&,l’lllt}
and desolation. The winds sang a mournful dirge
anid its barren hills.  The veean surge fonined and
hissed around its dreary coast. Yet cven hete the
braye, the truly great man imnproves calunity for his
owun and his fellow’s good.  TIe converted his dreary
island home into a temple, wherein becamne audible
to his. prophetic ear the voice of the ever living Gad.

“ Remote from man, with God lic passed his du}s
Prayer, all his business—all his pleasure praise.”

And thence we have those bright visions ofa future
bnmortality which are rovonlod in the revelations of’
St. John.

Iow grand an example have wein this truly great
and good man. Ifow well entitled was he to be
selected as the patron saint of an institution whose
highest teachingsare buta reflex of his own, whose
highest ambition is but to emulate his virtnes. How
worthy the earnest effort of every man and mason, to
follow in the footsteps of the holy Evangelist. When
we celebrate the fe.stival of his natal day, may we all
remember his bright record, and leayn to live more
and more to attain to the perfection of his exalted
virtues.

THE BELGIAN TIR AND FREEMASONRY.

At the recent visit of the British Volunteers to
Brussels to take part in the Belgian Rifle meeting,
we are glad to perceive tha. Freemasonry played
its accustomed part of brotherly love, at the festiv-
ities and amenities that prevailed during the visit of
the Volunteers. The visit of the Lord Mayor of
London to Brussels was the immediate occasion of
the display of Masonic good feeling. o soon as it
was ascertained that he was in the city, a request
was preferred to him by the Major of Brigade, Lieut.
Farley, on the part of Col. Lloyd Lindsay, the Clom-
mandant, as well as of Lord Bury and the officers of
the staff, that he would honour with his Company,
first a Masonic meeting at the Grand Lodge, and
afterwards a ball which was given by the Suciefé
Rayale dele Philharmnonie, one of the musical societies
of Brussels. The invitation was accepted, and Lord
| Bury, Col. Lloyd Lindsay and the Lord Mayor, who
are all Freemasons, experienced anoble and hearty
reception irom the Craft. The meeting was
purely a fraternal interchange of sentiment. Ilis
Lordship in his speech said “it seemed to him they
were Masons outside as well as within the Lodge
for all Brussels was 2t hat moment a field of nuiver-
sal brotherhood.” The signs given at the meeting
wereonly those of the first degree, no ac'nu. business
being done. But one “ceremony, banished from
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Masonic Lodges in England, namely, the ldss of
brotherhood, was observed on this occasion, to the
slight momentary embarrassment of the noble
Colonel of the Civil Service Volunteers, who was
the first to be embraced by the Worshipful, or as he
is called here, the Vencrable Master.” The Free-
mason's Magazine in recording this incident of the
memorable occasion, remarks -—* It is impossible to
read all this without unfeigned satisfaction; and an
earnest resolve to reciprocate {enfold all the kind-
nesses which the Belgians have lavished on our
Countrymen and brethren of the mystic tie. Let us
see to it, that we, as Masons, k~ foremost in every
effort in behalf of peace on earth and good will
towards men.” °

IMPOSING CEREMONIAL AT BALTIMORE.

The American papers bring us glowimng descrip-
tons of the cereinony which took place at Baltimore,
Maryland, on the 20th November last, on the occasion
of laying the corner stune of 2 new Masonic. Temple
m that aty. The President of the United States,
who is a Freemason, attended and took part in the
ceremony, which was performed by Most Worship-
ful Grand Master Johm Coates. The procession is
described as a very brilliant affair. The brethren
. were all clothed in full suits of black cloth, imparting
2 fine uniform appearance to the line. There were
a number of bands of music: and the various Com-
manders and Grand Commanders of the Knights
Templar in their rich and elegant uniforms, imparted
adegree of gorgeousness to the gathering, which, says
oue chronicler, has rarely, if ever, been equalled by

any sinilar display in this Country. There were |

many inagntficent banners and flags in the pro-
cession, richly emblazoned with Masonic symbols,
conspicuous among which were the red crossbanners
and flags of the Templars. It is estimated that there
were frum 5000 to 6000 Freemasons in the procession.

The ceremony of laying the corner stone was that
prescribed in the ritual with whichlour readers are
all familiar, but it was interspersed with the singing
of hymns composed for the occasion. After the
pouring of the corn, wine and oil upon the stone,
and the presentation of the implements {o the archi-
tect, BrotherJ. N. Latrobe Esq. delivered the oration,
for of course our Americen friends could not have
an important ceremony of this kind withoat an
oration. After reviewing the rise and progress of
the order, the speaker said :—

“Freemasonry wasiniroduced into the United States
in 1730, and seems to have become popular at once.
Washington was the Master of aj.?[,od« and the
greater part of the Army of the Revolution were
members of the fraternity. The corner stone of the
hall we are about to leave was laid by a Governor of

the State, then Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Maryland, and the building was inaugurated by the

late Gen. Winder, who_succeeded him in the' office.
There is now a Grand Lodge in every State of the
Union, and the noble edifices which are everywhere
bemng built for the accomodation of the Order, wvhile
they do credit to the taste, manifest at the same time,
the wealth and prosperity of those to whom now be-
longs the duty of transmitting, in all their purity, to
o distant future, the principles of Freemasongy.—
Time does-not permit to follow Freemasonry into
Scotland and over the continent of Europe. Smceit
has assumed its presentshape it has been the subject
of, and has survived, papal anathemas, hostile Par-
limmnentary legislation, and republican 9xcite131<mt{
when ogpositxon to it was made the Shibboleth' of
partf. t has been confounded with the Carbonari,
the Illuminati, the Rosicruscians, and yet the slander
has not affected it. There is a fashion in all things,
and Masonry has not been without an experience of
its mutations. Thousands have found their interest
{lag with the gratification of their curiosity. Others
again have discoy ered in its observancesnew motives
for the performance of moral obligations, and have
become zealous in all that regards its welfare and
expansion. Thus it is that the Mason's Lodge hes
never been abandoned. Thusitis that corner-stones
of stately piles for Masonic uses aye being laid |
throughout the land. Thus it is that Masonry keeps
pace with, Progress; and if its members no longer
adjust the eyefdr apply the square, with their own
hands, to brick or marble, they are atileast able to
appreciate those by whose labors minsters were
builded, and who, dunnt% S0 ma.n% ages, maintained
inviolate the principles that have been explained.

Whetlier Freemgsonry may. go back to the Mith-
ratic ca_.ves——Egy%tmn or Grecian temples—to Roman
Collegia -to the House of the Lord at Jerusalem in
Moriah—to the preceptories of the templars—to the
crusades—to the charter of Athelstan—or the Lodge
of Kilwinning—is, after all, but of little moment.—
Its principles can alone be relied on to maiatain our
time-honored Order in its purity. They inculcate
charity to all mankind—a gmrity without stint—a
brotherhood without boundaries—religion without
sectanamsm—lk))amotism without party—a union, not
of hands only, but of hearts—a union not limited to
persons, but embracing States and nations—anid all
this accompanied by the prefoundest recognition of
man’s dependance on- whose “ All-seeing Eye”
is our emblem, “who hath measared the watersin
the_hollow of His hand, and meted out the earth
with 2 span, and comprehended the dust of the earth
in a balance, and weighed the mountsins in scales
and the hillsin a balance.”

A peculierly interesting incident connected with
this imposing ceremony, was the fact that the gavel
used by the Grand Master, was the same as that used
by Washington, when, as Grand Master, he laid the
corner stone of the Capitol at Washington in 1793
Ttis made of stone and capped with gold. In“the
evening the Grand Lodge of Maryland gave a ban-
quet to members of Grand L.odgesfrom other States,
at Concordia Hall. Thebanquet was 8 most magni-
ficent affair, as may be assnumed from the fact that it
cost $10,000. The price of tickets was $20 each.—
The proceedings form quite an eventin the Masonic
records of the state of Maryland.
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WEARING MASON IC DMBLDMb

TO THE RDITOR OF THE ouursum
Moxrnun, Nov 19th, 1866.
Drar Sin aAND Broznzs, -
In your first number, on page 2, appeartheso words: ¢ to flount

collar, apron or jowel in other p'lnces, in & serious maaomc offence,’
&o. bo these words apply to the wearlng of masonic rings, breastp
pins, or other articles of a Nke natare? These articles are com-
monly worn Ly tho brethren, and if this boan offence it will Lo
well to have tho same distinctly understood through the medium
of the #CrarTsMAN." An answer in your next will obhgc
Yours fraternally, J. J. B

The words to which our correspondent refers re-
late to the ordinary jewels worn in the lodge, and
not to masonic ornaments worn upon the person.
There is no positive enactment against this latter
practice, although it has been condemned at one
time or another by nearly 2ll the Grand Lodges both
of Britain and America. Too frequently these em-
blems are worn for purely mercensry or mercantile
reasons, by irading masons who prostitute the craft
to the most unworthy purposes; and so0 much has
this been felt to be the case, that condemmations
of the habit have been general. At the very first
annual Communication of our own Grand Lodge,
held at Hamilton in 1856, the Standing Committee
on correspondence condemned this practice in their
report. Speaking of “{he unworthy and unjustifia-
ble uses made of iFreemsasonry for selfish and mer-

cenary purposes by travelling mendicants and trad-| -

ing masons,” they specially referred to the imnroper
use made of masonic symbols. “Thesé emblems”
they say, “ are exhibited on sign boardsanqd business
cards, and worn on the person in the form of jewelry,

with a view of conveying to the world the impres-
sion that the owneris a member of the Craft, and
proud to acknowledge it, whilst in most cases your
Committee fear the trne object is to promote the
business in which they are engaged, which is a most
i unwarrantable and unmasonic perversion of our
principles to mercenary and unworthy motives.”
Angd they quoted approvingly from the report of one
of the sister Grand Lodges the following strong ex-
pressions on the subject: “Itis a matter of regret
that we perceive a disposition in some of our highly
esteemed brethren to imitate these imposters by
wrearing, conspicuously upon their apparel, a ma-
- sonic device. Masonry does not expect her votaries
to expose her to the gaze of the world ; in hermodesty

she shrinks from a'boast ofher emstence, preferring |

to see herself advertised through the medium of un-)|-
told benevolence and acts:of hidden charity; her|.
excellences flonrish most when cherished in-the
warm bosom of charity that voumnteth mot itself,
rather than in thet soil which bringeth forth the
~Hower without the fruit” And in the admirsble
“npotes and queries” of the London Zreemason's
Magazine, very high authority on all musonic ques-
tions, Weﬁndtheprachce condemned in these words:
“ The practice is wrong wherever it sy obtain, and

should ‘he dlscomaged by every possible means.
The emblems of Masonry belong to the lodgé-room,
where, as the tangible representatives of sucred and
important truths, they should be kept for instruc-
tion, They should never be placed as beggars
npon the high road of life, nor desecrated to
mercenary purposes. ‘ The square teaches morali-
ty’; it shonld never become a solicitor for patronage
to an hetel or an oyster house.” We should gladly
see all worthy masons abandon the practice of wear-
ing Masonic ornaments about their persons, and at
once. stamnp the habit as the peculiar prerogative
of the unworthy and mercenary.

W2 should feel greatly obliged to the Secretaries
of Lodges, or others, if they would send us, immedi-
ately after.St. John’s day, 2 list of the officers installed
in their respectiv eLodo-es, and the manner in which
thn festival has been celebrated by the brethren in
their localities. For the information of correspon-
dents we may state that all communications for TaE
CRAFTsMAN should reach us, at the latest, by the 8th
of each month, but, if possible, cven earlier.

@orvesponvence.
MASONIC MARKS.

T0 THE EDITOR OP THE CRAFTSKAN.

_ToroxTo, Nov. 26, 1866.

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER.—Abont two _years ago
I came across the accom; tganymfr article in looking
over the proceedings of the Society of Antiguaries of
Scotland, and deemmo' it worthy of preservation,
copied it out, taking at “the sane Hme tracings of the
accompanying p tes Deenm‘xﬁnt iy duty {o lend
my m& to promo ess and prosperity
of the CRAFTSMAN, I now place them at your dis-
E,osal, believing. that they Wﬂl interest and instruet

A, Maspns.
all f which 1
1 also send vou a small piece-o onugmlder on

have found opportunely in the Lon
the same subjgct, and have caused to be copled ‘out

for you. = -
Wishing the Welfare of the Cm.&, zmd its organ,
the Gmrrsm
: Iremain,
Dear Sir and Brother,
Yonrs fra.temalkgj
AIN.

+Extracted fmn Pxoceod(u'-a of tho Socloty of Antiquarics of Scoumd, Vol. 4,
part 2, pago GiS.,

i1

V.
E:z,hzbztzon qf Mason-MarLs copied from Melrose Abbey,
Drysburgh, Jedburgh, &c., &c., by John Alex Smith,
AL D, Sec. S. A. Society, with two plates.

Mason-marks, 1 need smcely my, are the short-

hand siguatures or markings. (oene y formed of
combmahons of finely cut straight lines, {ouching or
crossing one anotherat various an es, and from one
to four or more mches mlength) 2 masons have

»

-
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for centuries been in the habit of cutting on the
stones wrought or hewn by them.

These marks vary much in character and shape,
but may be all included in two classes; the false or
blind mark of the apprentice, displaying an equal
number of points, mu{)the True mark of the Fellow-
Craft or passed mason, which always consists of an
unequal number of points. Thwo marks not unfre-
quently oceuron the smme stone, shewing it had been
hewn by the apprentice, and finished or passed as
correct by the mason, who places'on it in addition:
his own distinctive mark. By means of these marks
it would of course be casy to ™ now which mason had
hewn any particular stone, as well as the number of
stones ﬁnis{md by cach.

The masuns of the present day still use a similar
class of marks, and have them also frequently cut on
the various tools of their trade.

The marks are how ever, not so comnonly seen on
modein buildings, as they are now generally cut on
the bed of the stune, which is hid in the completed
building, and not on_the exposed and polished sur-,
face of the finished hewn stone, as seems to have
been generally the case inolder buildings.  These
marks were often heredilary in the families of
masons, descending tv the youngest son, and if the'
wmark was adupted daring the lifetime of his father,
he added for difference, uther points, straight lines or |
angles to his father’s mark.

I have had pointed out various marks which have
been used and added to in this way. The marks
were (aud I helieve in some cases are still,) given to
the mdividual apprentice and mason by the Lodge
of Frecmusons to which they belonged, and duTy.
registered in its records; they are therelore, rarely)
changed by the individual, exeept {rom the appren-
tice to that of the fellow-erait or master mason.

Collections ol these mason-marks, taken from any
ancient building, are interesting for comparison with
those of other old buildings, believed to be of the same
age. Asitis supposed that the masons employed on
many of our ancient edifices were comparatively
feww In number, and travelled from one place to
another when the building on which they were en-
zaged was completed, the occurrence of similar
groups of mason-marks might, therefore, help to
imndicate « nearly contenporancous age in different
buildings.

From their similarity over the whole of any parti-
cular building, or their total dissimilarity in pe- dcular
parts, these marks might also tend to prove that the
entire tbuilding had been cxecuted by the same
group of men at the one time, or that particular parts
of it }md been erected by another bodv of men at a
different period.

Several years aco, with the assistance of my friend
Mr. Adam Smith, I copied a number of the mason-
marks on v arious parts of Melruse Abbey, principally
from the interior of the building, where 1t has been
less exposed to the action of the weather, and I have
since added to this collection.

{Appropriate to the nbove are the following stanzas, from The
Builder Nov 3, 1666 ?

They’re traced 1n hines on the -Parthenon,
Inscribed Uy tho subtlo Greck,

And Roman legions have carved them on
Walls, rords and arches antique. l

o

Long ero the Goth with a Vandal hand
Gave sway to his envy dark,

The saviour Craft in many a land
Had graven its Mason’s mark.

The Obelisks old, and the Pyramids,
Around which wystery clings,

The Hicrogly phs on the coftin lids
Of weird Egyptian kings ,

Carthage, Syria, Pompeii,
Buricd and strewn and stark,

Have marble revords that will not die,
Their primitive Mason Marks.

Upon column and freize and capital,
In the cye of the chaste volute,
On Scotia's curves, or on Astragal,
Or in Tiglyph's chaunel acute,
Cut somewhere on the cntablature,
And oft like a sudden spark
Flashing a Jight on a date obscure,
Shines many a Mason's mark.

‘These Craftsmen old had a genial whim,
That nothing could ¢ er destroy,

With luve of theic art that naught could dim,
‘They toiled with a chronic joy |

Nothing was too complex to essay,
In aught they dared to embark,

They trrumphed on many an Appian way,
Whure they've left theire Mason mark,

Crossing the Alps like lannibal,
Ur shirting the Pyrennces.

On peak and plawn, in crypt and coli,
On foot or on bandaged hnecs.

From Tiber to Danube, from Rbine to Scine,
They necded no letter of margue,

Their art was their passport to ¥rance and Spain,
And in Britaia their Mason mark.

‘Che Monolith grey, and the Druid chair,
‘Tne pillar tower of the Gael,

In Ogham occult their age they bear
‘That timne can only reveal,

Shine on old monuments of the past,
Our Leacons through ages dark,

In primal majesty still yowll last,
Endeared by cach Mason’s mark.

ANSWERS T0 CORRESPONDENTS.

A. G. B, Quebee, sends us o communication in relation to the
remarks of Rev. James E. Latimer, A. M. 1n hig “Religion of
Masonry,” published in our first number, to the effect that Burns'
farewell to the brethren of St. James’ Lodge, Tarbolton, wasnot to
be found in his published works. Our correspondent assurces us
that he has in his possession four different cditions of the works of
our gt Lrother, in all of which the sverses are poblished, He
sends them in full; and we shall comply with his request to pul-
lish thew in our next number.

A correspondent cnquires whether, in the clection of officers of a
lodge, in the cvent of there being three or more candidates, that
one receiving the majority over cither of the others may be de-
clared duly clected? No. A legal clection requires that tho clect
should have an actual majority of the Lrethren present at the time
of the clection. If, on the firat Liallot neither candidate hes this
requisite number, the vote should be repeated until some onc of
the candidates sccures it

1=y~ There is a debate, attended with acritnony,
going on in Chicago, in relation to “ the Scotch Rite.”
Tt seems that the ** Robinson " sent a person there,
whois described as “a vcrﬁgood fellow ” to estab-
lish a Grand Consistory. He went to work in a
Kfaceable way, enlisted more than ﬁﬁ%‘well selected

asons, and organized the body. The opposing
party came out in the daily papers, denouncing him
and his work in slanderous terms. He replied
through the papers and so the matter stands.  But
there is an_unfortunate temper exhibited, which is
greatly to be regretted.
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NEW BRUNSWICK.

The M. W. Grand Master, T. J. Murray, of the
State of Maine, accompanied by Sir Kt. . ol Sey-
mour, M. D, of Calais, recently made a fraternal visit
to our St. Johw'’s brethren. We learn from our ex-
changes that the visiting brethren were welcomed
by full honours. Un 3‘[onday Evening the 12t
N&ovember, they visited New Brunswick T A Chap.
and witnessed the work on the Mark Degree, wit
which they were well pleased. On Tuesduy evening
they visited Hibernia Lodge, with Bro. R. T. Clinch,
1. D. G. M., with lull staft of Provincial Grand offi-
cers, and witnessed work on . A. degree, after
which a splendid collation in the Banquet hall was
spread, and the distinguished visitors entertained
with greatgood fellowsﬁxp. On Wednesday evening
St. John's encampment of the Religious and Military
Order of the Tewmnple was, at a Special Assembly
comi ened  for the purpose, visited by the Very Em-
inent Frater T. J. Murray, of the Grand Command-
ery of Maine, and was most cordially and warmly
received by the Fraters, with the honor due to his
exalted position. Frater B. L. Peters, acting Noble
and Emment Commander, in his usual happy man-
ner, addressed the distinguished visitor inappropriate
terms of welcome, and Trater Murray as appropri-
ately replied. A couple of hours was spent in the
Encampment in 2 manner most agreeable to the
wnusually large number-of Fraters present, and a
couple of hours more in social and friendly inter-
course at the Rothsay House, where an ample
opportunity was offered to compare the good cheer
ol that establishment with the coarse fare to which
the ancient fraters were soaceustomed. My, Murray
left for his home in Portland on Thursday morning,
15th November. _His intercourse with his Masonic
brethrenin New Brunswick was of the most pleasing
nature to them ; and we can only hope that he v
convey to the honourable body over which he pre-
sidesin his own State as favorable an impression of
those whom he met there as he has left behind of
himself among those who had the good fortune to
meet him.

PRESENTATION.—A very interesting ceremony
towk place on the evening of the 15th” November,
at
Square, in the presentation to that gentleman by
“New Brunswick Royal Arch Chapter” of Free-
. wmasons, of a very large and valuable English
Plate Mirror, the frame being of a most beantiful
design. and the ornamentation of leaves, ete.
in carved wood, instead of the plastic material
now so commonly used. On the top of the mirror
is a keystone, inlaid with Mr. Marshall's Masonic
*Mark,” and ’beanng the following inscription :—

“Presented to Companion Past K. RoBERT MARr-
“SHALL, by New Brunswick Royal Arch Chapter,
“ass aﬁmark of respect and esteem.  A. 1.2396. K D.
l&l 6 .“

The present is probably the most valuable one
cver given to 2 member of the fraternity in New
Brunswick. In making the presentation, the Com-
mittee presented to Companion Marshall, an address

beauntifully executed on parchment over the seal of|ste

the Chapter, and in which it is said that the mirror
is preseqted to him as a mark of his Compenions’
approbation not only for services rendered New

b [s2ys, was the most enjoyable of which

the residence of R. Marshall, Esq.1 Queen’s| M

Brunswick Royal Arch Chapter in the capacity of
Registrar; ‘and latterly filling, with credit to himself
and honor to the fraternity, the high and exalted
position of K or First Principal; but for the respect
and esteem in which he is held as 2 man, and asa
warm-hearted, zealous and upright Mason. Com-
panion Marshall responded in suitable terms, after
which followed a repast, which, the local chronicler
ble o ich he ever par-
took, and at which something like thirty of the Com-
{)anions participated. Among thosepresent wereine
tev. Dr. Donald, Rev. Mr. Caie, Mr. Willis of the
Morning News, Messts. Stymest, Frost,Elmslie, McNi-
chol, and other well known members of the Masonic
Order and of this spirited Chapter, now one of the
most influential, and the largest in point of numbers,
in the Province. After spending a most pleasant
evening, the party broke up about 2 o'clock.

The St. Croix Courier of the 15th November, says
—We had the pleasure of attending a substantial
entertainment at Baring on Tuesday evening in the
shape of an oyster supper uunder the auspices of
Alley Lodge to which only masons and their families
were admitted. After the repast, which was most
sumptuous, the Company adjourned to the Upper
hall of the Woolen Factory, where addresses on
Masonry were delivered by Rev. Bro. Morrison and
other brethren, after which there was music, fol-
lowed by amusements of an innocent and entertain-
ing kind. A more pleasant reunion we have not
attended for many a day.

The remains of Robert Stackhouse, Xsq., ship
builder, were interred in Carleton on Monday, the
12th November, with Masonic honors A goodly
nwnber of the Brethren attended. At the grave
the burial service of the Church of England was
read by Rev Mr. Swabey, and the Masonic cere-
monial by the Rev. Mr. Cate, Chaplain of St. John's
Lodge, of Portland.

From the St. John's N. B, News, we learn that the
annual election of officers of the Grand Council of H.
Ps, in connection with New Brunswick Royal Arch
Chapter, 301, was held at the Council Chamber,
Masonic Hall, St. John, on_the 22nd November,
when the following M. 5. Companions were duly
elected . —E. Willis, President; W. W. Emsile, Vice
DPresident ; James McNichol, Senivr Chaplain; D. R.
unro, Secretary and Treasurer ; John D. Short, Mas-
ler of Ceremonies; R. Marshall, Copductor; John
Mulhin, Herald.

NOVA SCOTIA.

We are indebted to a worthy brother in Nova
Scotia, whose efforts in_behalf of THE CrAFPTSMAN
in that Province, we acknowledge with pleasure, for
a_copy of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of
Nova Scotia, at their communications held on June
Sth and 21st respectively. The interesting features
of this brochure are the report of the Grand Secre-
tary, and the address of the Grand Master, in which
we have a succinct and dispassionate statement of
the causes which led to the withdrawasl of the
Lodges under_the Scotch jurisdiction from their
parent Grand Lodge, and the formation of an inde-
pendent Grand Lodge for Nova Scotia. If ever a
was fully justified, these reports prove this one
to have been so. We shall have something to say as
to the position of our Nova Scotia brethren in the
next issue of THE CRAFTSMAN.
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.

At the regular assenably of the Godfrey de Bouil-| ficd in presence of Grand Chapter, when,ifa
lon Encampment, held at headquarters, Hawmilton,

on the 7th December, instant, the following officers
were installed and inyested by P. E. Commander
Thos. B. Harris, for the ¢ensuing masonic year.
Emat. Sir Knt. John W, Murton, Emnt. Commauder.
w & © ‘Thos. B. Harris, P. Emnt. Commander.
" Frederick J. Rastrick, Prelate.
“ Benjamin E. Charlton, 1st Captain, C. C.
L M. ¥'. Shaler, 2nd Captain, C. C.
" Willimmn Edgar, Treasurcr and Registrar
o David Gillics, Expert.
“ Hugh A, Mackay, Captain of Lines,
[ F. C. Bruce, Standard Bearer.
u James McKay, 1st Herald. .
“ Aug. T. Houel, 20d Herald.
« Henry Robertson, Almoner.
u W.W. Summers, Equerry.

“t
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We have much gratification in being enabled to
announce_the formal opening of the Richard Ceeur
de Leon Encampment of the Royal, Exalted, Reli-

ious and Military order of Knights Templar, Malta,

¢, &c., at Monireal, on Tuesday the 29th ultimo,

under its j,opular Commander, E. Sir Kt. A. A. Ste-
venson. May the Encampment have a prosperous
carecr.

The Grand Encampment of Kuights remplar
and the Appendant Urders of Massachusetts and
Rhode Islang held its annual session in Freemasons’
Hal],‘ Boston, un Friday, 26¢h Nov., at 3v'clock, P. M.,
M. E. Grand Master, Sir Charles H. Titns, presiding.
After a very beautitul address by the G. Master,
which enchained the attention of the Knights from
its beginning to its close, and the Reports of visita-
tions %y the Dep. G. Master, Grand Generalissimo,
and Grand Ca;l)lt. General, the Grand Encampment
proceeded to the choice of officers for the enswung

ear. The Grand Generalissimo, Sir Thomas A.

oyle, declined being considered as a candidate for
re-election. The following Sir Knights were elected
and installed as officers for the ensuing year:

Charles H. Titus, M. E. G. M.

Wm. W. Raker, R, E. Dep. G. M.
Henry Butler, R. E. G. Gen'mo,

Benj. Dean, R E G. Cap. Gen,

Rev, J. W, Dadmun, E G. Prel.

Wm. B Blandiog, E G §, W,

Wn. S. Shurtleff, E. G, J. W,

Wmn. Parkman, E. G. Treas,

Solon Thornton, E G. Rec.

Tracy P. Cheever, E. G Sword Bearer.
William Sutton, E. G. Stan. Bear.
Horace Daniels, E, G. Warder,

Heary P. Perkins, E G. Capt. of the G.
A. A Dame ard E. Dana Bancroft, E. G, Lecturers,
Eben F. Gay, E. G. Scn,

BOYAL ABCH HASONRY.

little attention is paid to the work of the Chapter,
and suggests as a remedy, that the work be exempli-
proved,
nine brethren shall be appointed, ™ who shall quahify
thewsely es in said work, and whouse duty it shall be
to visit the Chapters in their ,%urisdicﬁons at least
't\\ ice during the year, promulgate the worlk, and
jreport the result of their labors at the next meeting
of the Grand Chapter.” This portion of the address
was referred to a special Committee, who were given
until the next meeting of Grand ()hapter to make
their report. The following companions were elected
to ill the various offices for the current year :—
M. E, Joseph H. Branham, Owensbore’, G, H. P.

E, G. T\ Martin, Cynthiana, D. G. H. P,

K, Richard G. Hawkins, Louisville, G. &,

E, Iidward B. Joues, Paducah, G. S.

Comp, Yhilip Swigert, Frankfort, G. Sec.
¢ Albert G. Hodges, I'rankfort, G. Treas.

Rev. R. G. Gardiner, Hardingsburgh, G. Chap.
Heory Bostwick, Covington, G. C. H.
+ G. W, Meriwether, Christiansburg, G C. G,
*  R. C. Mathews, Louisville, G. 8. & T.

I &
“

We have also received the proceedings of the
Grand Chapter of Rouyal Arch Masons of the State
| of California, held at San Francisco, commencing on

the 15th October last. The Grand High Priest in
his address reports “that the Chapters in this juris-
diction are gencrally in a prosperous condition, and
that the utmost harmony and good feeling prevails.”
The receipts of the Grand Chapter during the year
were $4,475.50, and the expenditures £3,719.03. The
! Committee on Correspondence devote a larger space
to a review of the proceedings of our own Grand
Chapter than to that of any other noticed by them,
iand their review is couehed in the kindliest terms.
I The proceedings contain a mourning page dedicated
to the memory of the R. E. Philip Wi gf Shephearc,
late Grand Treasurer. who died on the 16th Y)ecem-
ber, 1865. The Grand High Priest alludes to him in
hisaddress thus, “equally honored in the community
in which he for so many years resided, and in the
fraternity of which he was a valued member, his
memory will ever be cherished in the hearts of those
who knew him.” The following Grand *Officers
jwere clected for the current year:—
AL E. Charles Marsh, Nevada, G. H. P,
R. E. William A, Davis, Columbia, D. G. H. P..
<« Igaac S. Titus, Placerville, G. XK.
s« John W. Hayville, Todd’s Valley, G. S,
« .Elisha W. Bourne, San Frandisco, G. T.
# « Lawrence C. Owen, s @. Sec.
“ Rev. Benjamin Akerly, Oakland, G. Chap,
% Geo. T'. Grimes, San Francisco, G. C. H.
« Jacob H. Neff, Iowa Hill, G. R. A. C.
Comp. Lowis Pcck, San Fraucisco, G. G.

|
1
b ooae Brother Charles Parton Cooper, in his notes
Ia.nd queries in the Ireemason’s Magazine, says: The
first Masonic lanreate in Scotland was Robert Buras,
twho was mstalled as such in the Lodge Canongate
Kilvinning, No. 2. Edinburgh. _ After 2 long space
of time his place was filled by James Hogg, the Et-

We are in receipt of the proceedings of the Grand irick Shepherd. Upon his death, William Pringle

Royal Arch Chapter of the State of IKentucky, at the |succeeded. 1 succeeded Bro. Pringle (see Son

and

Grand Annual Communication, held m the ety of | Ballads, published on the occasion). The office is

Lonisville on the 15th October last, and subseguent for life.
days. From the address of the M. E. Grand High
Priest, we learn that Royal Arch Masonry hasjof a Border Lodﬁe.

received an impetus during the year,

“such asjthat this office became common till

I do not think many Lodges have laureates.
| The Rev. Henry Scott Ridgrlell_ is the poet laureate
I do not think even in Scotland
within the last

probably it has never before, in the same length of | fifteen or twenty years. I never heard of an English

time, received.” The address complains that butl

Lodge havingjone.
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MASONIC FAIR. of Prince Albert. The prayer of the petition has

— L been granted, and this new Lodge will be presided

Our brethren in New York have been for some {over by W. Bro. James Baird as First Master, Bro.

months past making earnvst preparations for holding
« uMason)xic Fair,” the proceeds of which are to he
appropriated toward the erection of a Masonic
Asylum. The want of a home for the indigent
widows and children ¢f Free and Accepted Masons
has long been felt, and it is now determined that
suitable asylumn should be erected. Already the
Masons have accumulated a fund of $200,000 for this
purpose, but this is not supposed to be suflicient for
the successful working of the undertaking.

The fair was opened on the 5th December, instant,
and from_the statements in the New York news-
papers, there is little doubt that it will realize the
most sanguine expectations of its benevolent pro-
moters. The World, speaking of the opening, says:
“ The hall, from being a church formerly, has under-

one o complete metamorph-sis. The seais hayve
%eeu removed, and in their place tables and stalls
laden down with articles of every possible descrip-
tion calculated to tempt a purchase, while in lieu of
sedate pew-vpeners most persuasive young ladies
entreat you to take a chance for a_doll, a piano, a
morning wrapper, smoking cap. und a hundred other
articles. Where the vallzry used to he a flooring
. has been laid, so that double the space is secured.
Down stairs a well-kept restaurant, from which
escapes a delicious odor, induces the visitor to order
something ‘wherewith to appease a_newly-created
appetite, while up-stairs streams covling soda from
an agreeable resort, after passing through the erowd-
ed and heated hall.”

Over fifty lodges are represented by stalls, and ap-
plications were cuming in for others, which for want
of space could not be complied with. The fair was
opened Ly prayer, by Bro. the Rev. Dr. McMurdy.
and by an maugural address by Most Worsh1pfui
Brother Simons, Past Grand Master of the State of
New York. The fair is to continue open until after
the new vear.

CANADIAN MASONIC ITEMS.

&5~ The Freemasons of London intend celebrat-
ing the Festival of St. John the Evangelist by a
Grand Masonic Ball at the Tecumseh House. The
Band of the 53rd Regiment has been enguged for
the occasion.

se7~ The following brothers were clected at the
last regular Communication of Acacia Lodge, No.
61,as office bearers forthe ensuing year: E. Mitchell,
W. M. ; Geo. Magill, . W.; James Watson, J. W. :
E. Magill, Treasurer; E. Laven, Secretary; W. W.
Summers, Tyler.

1&~ We are glad to learn that the principles of
Freemasonry are_quietly extending their beneficial
influence through the rural population of the thriv-
ing County of Ontario. For some years past a
Lodge has been working at Brooklin, and for s sea-
son was removed up to Prince Albert, whence it
was a%uu removed back to Broolklin, at which place
it has been gradually advancing in prosperity.  The
Brethren oﬁ"nnce Albert, feeling that their numbers
were sufficient to warrani them in_secking to have
a Lodge m their midst, petitioned the M. W. Grand
Master for a Dispensation to open & New Lodge, to
henamed “ Prince Albert,” amf to meetin tle village

James Amaney, Scnior Warden, and Bro. Archibald
Sinclair, Junior Worden. The weliknown masonic
zeal and knowledge of W, Bro. Baird is a certain
guarantee for the success of this new Lodge.

= Sir William Colles, Knight,delivered a lecture
in the Town Hall, Guelph, ci Monday evening, the
19th November, at which W. Bro. J. M. Dunn, of
Speed Lodge, presided. The lecture was not very
largely attended, owing, the local chronicler tells us,
to the fact that “ there have been so many meetings
and assemblies of one kind or another in the Town
Hall lately, that people demand a little respite, and
scarcelY anything short of a declaration that the
Bard of Avon was going to return, the first traveller
from a certain bourne, and read one of his own plays,
for the intellectual awakening and improvement of
the people of Guelph, would induce alarge assembly
at the present time.” DBrother Colles treated of the
history of Masonry, tracing its progress from the
earlier days of its existence te the present time, and
cloquently porirayed its leading principles and max-
ims. A vote of thanks was passed to the eloquent
lﬁcturer for the valuable information imparted by

im.

FOREIGN MASONIC ITEMS.

e Dr. George Oliver, at the extreme age of 87,
has written a work cntitled “ Papal Teachings in
Freemasonry.”

52 Rev. . 1. Waddel, a Scotch brother; is writ-
ing the life of Burns, having had access to all the cor-
respondence and documents in possession of the
family execuators.

825> A new Masonic Lodge was instituted at Kutz-
town, Betks County, Pennsylvania, November 29
Bro. Stichter acting as Grand Master, 15 Lodges an
200.members of the Fraternity participating.

1~ A Masonic Widow and Orphan Asylum and
Infirmary, for the State of Kentuciy, is being origin-
ated in Louisville. Onebrother heads the subscrip-
tion list with §1000. .

£ay The last number of the “ Bulletin du Grand
Orient de France” the official journal of French
Freemasonry, contains an address from the Grand
Master, announcing the opening of a subscription
among I'reemasons in behalf of the victims of the
late inundations. The Grand Orient heads the sub-
seription list with one thonsand francs.

865~ The body of Brother James Welch, who went
to Baltimore to attend the Masonic ceremonial there
on the 20th November, and who has been missing
ever since, was_found 1 the water at the foot of
Gay street, on the 4th inst.,, almost entirely divested
of clothing. The Brethren of Baltimore are making
strict enquiry as to the cause of his death.

# Bro. Lyon, P..S,. W.. of mother Kilwinning
Loage, and one of the Grand Stewards of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, has been recently examining the
MSS. records of Masonic associations. It a pears
that the second Charter granted by the Scottish eroft
to Sir William St. Clair was executed between 1626
and 1628, these being the years during which William
Wallace, wno subscribed the Charter as Deacon of

the Edinburgh Masons, acied in that capacity.
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a5~ The Grand Lodge of Tennessee, un the 5th
December, clected Bros. Anderson, G M. ., Taxton,
D Go M, Dawson‘,S.'. G.. W., Hughes, J.. G..
W.., Horn, Grand Sec., and Baird, Grand Orator.
200 Lodges, represented by 250 delegates, Bro. Per-
kins delivered an address to a large audience of
ladies and gentlemen.

25 A Masonic Asylum has been organized in the
city of Albany, numbering 100 members, with
Brother Taylor for President and Brother Van Allen
for Scerewary. Its object is the restoration of that
agreeable companionship, so iudispeusible of caus-
ing a greater commingling of the Craft, and the per-

etuation_of that love, friendship and harmonious
eeling which characterises Freemasonry.

At Rest,
At Toronto, on the 29th ult, Georce M. Hasmirtos, aged 24
years, member of St, John's Lodge, No 75, G R. C,

MONTHLY RECORD OF CURRENT EVENTS.

—~The illness of the Ewmpiess Carlotta has assumed a more
serious aspect, and fears aro entertained that it may prove fatal,

—The death of Mr, Davies, who was for 45 years huntsman te
the Royal Buckhounds, is announce.

—The union of Vancouver's Island with British Columbia was
formally declared on the 19th November last.

— A serious accident occurred on the Grand Trunh Railway, near
Breslau, on the 16th Nov, Three persorns were killed, and fifteen
seriously injured,

—The larger portion of the 100th Regiment, which, it will be re-
membered was raised in Canada, is quartered at Ottawa, which has
been made the headquarters of the regiment.

—The numbers present at the great Reform demonstration
which took place in London on the 3rd instant, are variously esti-
mated at from 25,000 to 50,000. The demonstration passed off
without disturbance.

—The American Goveroment have commenced prosccutions in
the civil courts of Fraunce against several partics who turnished
ships and material to the Southern Confederacy during the late
war,

—All the delegates to England on the subject of confederation,
with the exception of Mr. McGee, are now in London, and it is said
that conferences are being daily held, and substantial progress made
towards the adoption of a basis for the Imperial Act of Union.

—The Queen and suite went to Wolverhampton on the 1st of
December, where Her Majesty took the chief part in unveihnga
statuc of Prince Albert. There were immense crowds of people
present who extended an enthusiastic svelcome to the Queen.

—The French Government has refused to give up Lawmirande,
the forger, whose abduction from Montreal by French detectives
created some fecling & short time ago, and it 1s smd Lord Stanley
has acquiesced in the refusal.

—The United States Government have restored to the Fenians
thearms captured from them at the time of the raid upon IFort
Erie in Juno last, taking bonds from the parties that they will not
Le used in vivlation of the ncutrality laws. The Buffalo FFemans
had & procession in honor of the retacn of the arms,

—Congress met on the 3rdinstant. The President’s message has
not produced auy very marked cffect cither in Englaad or on this
Coutinent, He remains firm in his former views on  the subject of
the reconstruction of the Union. There is a strong party in Con-
gress in favor of his impcachment; but the probability is, that

tho moderate men of the Republican party together with the
Democrats will be able to prevent so extreme a step.

—'The insurrection in Candia has again brokca out  An Atlan-
tic dispatch frum Londun 26th November, states that thero had
been rencwed fighting, that the Turks had been badly beaten, no
less than 2000 having been killed, and a similar numbcr taken
prisoners

—"The demand upun the English Government for the payment of
the Alabama claims has bLeen revived, and it is understood that
Lord Stanley, the present Feseign Secretary, is not avorst toan

amicablo settlement of the claims, ns a first step towards o better
understanding on the question of the duties of ncutrals in similar
cases in the future, .

—John H, Surratt, one of the accomplices in the murder of Pre.
sident Lincoln, is reported to have Lecn arrested in Euroge. He

was serving in the Papal Zounves in Rome, tnder the name of
Watson, and wns discovered by a comrade who knew him on this
side the Atlantic. ITo ison his way to this country in custody of
United States officials,

—The meteoric shower which was expected about the 14th of
Nuvember was not visible in this country , in some parts of the
States a morc than ordinary number of meteors wero scen, but

nothing like what was expucted, and only Ly the scientific obser-
vers. In England the display appears to have been very grand,
notwithstanding that the night was a cloudy one.

—1It is reported that an arrangement has been made between the
governments of France and the United States that a tract of terri.
tory in Mexico shall be devoted to French colonization. It is also

stated that arrangements have been agrecd upon so that French
bond-holders shall not be disturbed in their rights,

—The Courts have unanimously refused a new trial to the Fenian
convicts recently sentenced to death at Toronto. The judgments
are very claborate, and will become lustoric documents. The sen-

tences have been respited until the 13th March next, to await the
decision of the Imperial Govermmnent, in whosc hands rests the fate
of the unfortunate men.

—-A rather warn} correspondence has been going on between the
governments at Washington and Paris on the subject of the with-
drawal of the French troops from Mexico. The Emperor Napoleon
had undertaken to withdraw them in thrce detachments, the first
in November of this year. The month having passed without any
steps being taken to carry out this arrangement, Mr, Scward, on

behalf of the United States, remonstrated. It is now said that the
first detachinent is to leave 1n March, and that the Amesican Gov-
eroment is satisfied with this arrangemert. N

—The Mexican question remains as inexplicable as cver, owing
to the difliculty of getting reliable infurmation, The statement
that Maximilian had left the country turns out to have been untrue,
1t is now stated, howeves, that he has determined to leave, and has
telegraphed to the physicians of the Empress, stating that sho may
meet bim at Gibmaltar. The Lattle of the rival cliefs in Mexico
waxces strong, the dispute being principally between Ortega and
Jaurez. The United States ordeved an active intervention in
behalf of Jaurcz. B

—Fenianism in Ircland has again assumed a very seriousaspect.
The Government have sent additional troops to that éountry, and
nearly all the principal points are strictly guarded. Scoveral ships
of war have also been sent to cruisc nlong the coast, and a great
number of arrests have been made. The English press is unani-:
mous in its opinion that the evil should be put down with a strong '
arm ; even those who are most prominent in the advocacy of o e

form in the admin®<'ration of Irish affaics, are decided in expressing
their opinion that this rcbcllion must Le crushed. Stephens has
suddenly disappeared, and some people believe that he has gone to
Ireland to head the revolt,
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