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ST. GEORGE'S SOCIETY.

all
ANNUAL REPORT,

5th January, 184^.

Pursuant to the Standing Bules of the Society, the

Board of Management, elected to superintend and
conduct its afl'airs for the year now on the point of

closing, being the thirteenth since it was established,

have now to perform the duty of laying before the

Members a brief statement of events connected with
the Society which have occurred during the pabt year,

as well as of its present situation and prospects.

It affords the Board unfeigned pleasure to an-

nounce that the affairs of the Institution continue in

the same prosperous state as was reported at the last

Annual meeting, and that the state of the funds, and
the general harmony existing among the Members,
have enabled the Board successfully to carry out the

benevolent intention which led to the formation of

the Society —the relief of deserving persons of our

origin.

Jn accordance with the usual practice adopted by
their predecessors in office, the Board took immedi-
ate measures for the publication, in pamphlet form, of

the last Annual Report, which was in a short time

placed in the hands of the Members.— This publica-

tion, in addition to the report, contained much valua-

ble information in regard to the Society,—a complete

list of its members both life and ordinary—obituary

notices of deceased members— list of Officers since

its commencement, and other matters of an interest-

inc: nature.



Referring to the report which has just hccn

alluded to, the Board, on entering upon the duties of

their office, found that there were some matters re-

maining over to be acted upon during the current

year. The first of these, vi/., the Incorporation of

the Society, was at once taken into consideration, nud

a resolution was adopted, requesting the Honhle.

T. C. Aylwin,M.P.P., to advocate the passing of an

Act of Incorporation for the Society, in the ihcn

Session of the Legislature.—The very short period,

however, for which the Parliament was assembled,

rendered it impossible to proceed with this much
wished-for Act ; but the Board confidently anticipate

that this measure will be accomplished in tlie ensu-

ing Session, and the requisite notice that the Society

will apply lor such Act, has been duly published in

the ('anada Gazette.

The Board regret that in consequence of the delay

thus occasioned, they have been unable to proceed

with the other requirements which remained over

from last year—the Diploma, Seal and Badge

—

towards which nothing ..an be done until the Act
before referred to be obtained.

The Festival of the Society, an event of much
importance to its well-being, and one which has on

all occasions of a similar nature created much inter-

est in the community generally, was celebrated with
all due observance on the 24th April, i* aster-Mon-

day. Prayers were read in the Cathedral of this

City by the llevd. A. W. Mountain, B. A., Domes-
tic Chaplain to the Lord Bishop, and Secretary to

the Church Society, and one of our Chaplains. The
Kt Revd. Bishop of Montreal also took a part in the

service upon the occasion, and the Sermon was
preached by the Revd, Official Mackie, D. D ,

Senior Chaplain ;— an admirable musical service wag
performed by Mr. Codman, Organist of the Cathe-

dral, assisted by the Ladies and Gentlemen of the



Voluntary Choir, and the collection in aid of the

Charitable fund amounted to £26 9. 4.

The Dinner was sumptuously provided by Mr.
Hussell, at the Albion Hotel, and a striking novelty

distinguished the festival, adding much interest to the

proceedings of the evening. During its progress a

telegraphic message was, at the suggestion of a

Member present, despatched to a similar party tlien

dining at Montreal, conveying the congratulations of

our Society, to which an Answer was received, in a

very short space of time, from our brethren of that

City. It will perhaps be considered by some as

unnecessary to have mentioned this circumstance,

but in future years it may be the means of bringing

to the memory of many who were then present, the

first year of the establishment and operation; in

Canada, of this most wonderful and useful invention.

The Board would here mention that the recurrence

of the Anniversaries of our sister-societies of St.

Patrick—St. Jean Baptiste, and St. Andrew, at their

respective times, afforded opportunities to the Mem-
bers of the St. George's Society for assembling in

considerable number, at the usual place of meeting,

with Banners and Insignia, to testify the respect

which they have ever entertained for their coadjutors

in the work of Charity, and to reciprocate the good

feeling evinced towards them in a similar manner at

their anniversary.

In the course of the year the Board have to report

the following changes in the Articles of the Consti-

tution. The Committee of Management having

found that the charitable fund, composed of the

interest on the permanent fund and two-thirds of the

annual subscriptions, was insufficient for the demands
legitimately made upon it, directed their attention

thereto, and recommended to the members that the

loth Article of the Constitution be so altered as to

allow the whole of the entrance fees and annual



Bvil)scriptions to be applied to the (Charitable fund,

and a rtsolution has since been adopted at a General

meeting, that the payments made by Life-members

and donations only, shall be applied to the permaaent

fund, and that the ^vhole of the other sources of

revenue shall be applied to the charitable fund, with

a proviso, that should there be any sum exceeding

Ten Pounds at the credit of the latter, at the close of

the year, it shall be transferred to the former or

permanent fund— this chanj»e "will have the benefi-

cial effect of extending the benevolent operations of

the Society, and may probably yet increase the laige

sum which has accumulated, and which now amounts
to £ll2o—thus forming a sure basis for the future

prosperity and sta})ility of the Society.

A' resolution has also been duly agreed to, by
which the Cth Article of the Constitution has been
BO amended, as to provide for the election of an
Assistant Secretary.

' The Board would here take the opportunity of

expressing their regret at the absence from this city

of the late Secretary of the Society, J . C. Fisher,

LL.D., in consequence of ill-health, and that he has

been under the necessity of resigning his office ;

—

the great assistance which Dr. Fisher has afforded

to the Society since its commencement, both as an
ordinary member, and when occupying several of its

highest offices, causes his absence to be a severe and
much-felt loss. Since Dr. Fisher's resignation, Mr.
W. Bennett, one of the Committee ef Management,
has performed the duties of Secretary

It becomes now the pleasing duty of the Board to

draw your attention to the assistance which has been
rendered to distressed natives of England and
Wales, during the past year, under the able superin-

tendence of the Sub-Committee of Charity. The
number of cases in which relief has been afforded

amounts to 32, exclusive of families embraced in this
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lull details tlurcol will l)o found in

the books and report of the Ohantable Committee
now before the meeting, and which will be pub-

lished for the information of the members generally.

The total sum distributed in Charity for the year is

i,79 1. 0., in addition to wliieh medical aid haa been

granted by the Physicians of the Society, iu all cases

where such assistance was needed.

The Board also beg to refer to the Treasurer's

report, in which will be found a full and succinct

account of the financial affairs of the Society, and
much matter of interest connected with his depart-

ment, prepared by Rob. Symes, lilsq.—whose active

and long continued services foi* a series of many
years have conferred much benefit on the JSociety.

The Board would in this place express their regret

that from the unprecedented depression in the vabie

of monetary securities, tlie Society should be tempo-

rarily deprived of part of its income arising from the

interest on the permanent fund—but they consider

that this circumstance should act upon the minds of

the members in general, and those who may be in

arrears m particular, as a strong reasop for paying

their subscriptions with promptitude and punc-

tuality.

The following is a statement of the number of

msmbers at the present date :

Number on the list 5th January, 1848
Since added

Deduct, from various causes.

Total number 5th January, 1849, 212
m

During thip period we have to lament the decease
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of tour members - iViessrs. C. M. Brocklesby
—

'I'ho-

mas Payne—Henry Muchemore, and Lionel G.
Palmer,— Ibrming hardly a proportion of 2 per Cent.

on the number of numbers.

Having thus furnished this short sketch of the

proceedings of the Society for the period during

which they have held office, the Board now resign

the duties with which they have been entrusted into

the hands of the Members, trusting that they will

use the privilege of electing such successors to them,

as will ensure the future well-being of the Society

and the carrying into effect such measures as may
require attention ; and, in conclusion, they would
reiterate the appeal which has, on former occasions,

been made to our countrymen resident in this City

and District, to support an Institution which baa
arrived at a point of maturity and prosperity, which
bids fair to continue and flourish, under God's bless-

ing, for ages, like the Institutions, both political and
charitable, of our native land, and which more parti-

cularly during the last twelve months, have, in the

words lately spoken by our beloved Queen, " been
weighed in the balance, and have" not "been
lound wanting."

The whole nevertheless respectfully submitted.

W. H. ANDERSON,

President.

Society's Kooms,
Friday, 5th January, 1849.

i

The Treasurer begs to acknowledge the receipt of £2 10. 0. from
the Right Rey|pthe Lord fii: he? of Montreal, as a donation to tb«
Charitable Fund.
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. OBITUARY LIST OF LIFE iVlEMBtHS,

ot rli^^it^ ?w- 'u?*.!?^':^?
^^""^ "-'' Durham, O. C. n. Patron.-Diod

at Cowes, Isle of Wight, 28th J uiy, 1840, at the age of 48 years.

IV T^!^'?^*
Honorable Lord Sydenham, G. C. B.-Died at Kingston, C.W., September, 1841 , at the age of 42 years.

r W m^'f^i^^Dlo^^'f ?' ^''">'' ^''^°^' ^- ^- B.--Died at Kingston,
C. W. 18th May, 1843, at the age of 62 years.

1. ^'"V*2i
Kemble, Past President—Died at Quebec, 5th March, 1845, attne age ol 64 year?. '

1846fauL".gi''^3?;^Ij^.-"'"'
"' ""'""'""'' England, 24,h March,

Prorte Ralph Gray.—Died atQuebcc, lllh April, 1846, at tho ace ofJo years. °

The Right Honorable Lord Metcalfe. G. C. B.. Patron.—Died at his
•eat, near Basingstoke, Hants. 5th Sept., 1846, at the age of 62 years.

John Jeffery.—Died at Quebec, 13th December, 1846, at the age of 52

.f ti,^-5°7fiA"''^"°"-~^*^''
at Hedley Lodge, Quebec, 3rd April, 1847,ai the age oi 80 years.

John Racey, M. D. E. one of the Physicians to the Society.—Died atQuebeg 25th October, 1847, at the age of 39 years.
^

year*
William Phillipa.—Died at Quebec. 4th April, 1849, at the age of .59
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Piiutcd foi'Mis of n^commendations for relief from the

( harilaljlt.' L'und, may be obtained on applica-

tion to the following persons:

The Rev. GiiouGE Mackie, D. D., St. Ursule

Street.
. :, < ~ . : • ^;

•>

W. Bennett, Secretary, City Treasurer's Office,

Parliament Buildings.

Samukl Wrkjiit, Esij., Quebec Fire Office.

John Musson, Esq , Corner of Fort and Buade
Streets. -

,

lloBERT Symes, Esq., No. 21, Palace Street. V

Printed forms for the admission of Members, may be

had on appUcation to
,

^
...

f

Samuel Newton, Esq., Quebec Bank. '
*

John Musson, Esq., Corner of Fort and Buade
Streets.

Robert Symes, Esq., No. 21, Palace Street.

William Bennett, Esq., City Treasurer's Office.

".' '• 1*-
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Siiu'e the Constitution and By-Laws were publislieii the loliow-

ing aherati'Mis have been made in them by the Society, viz :

—

CONSTITUTION.
... -.

, ARTICLE in. '
.

Kesolved, on 5th January, 1847 :

—

..

That no candidate for mcmberehip shall be ballotted fof, nioi'd

than once between the annual meetings on the 5th January in each

year.

ARTICLE X.

ResoLved, on 26th December, 184<8 :—-

That the 10th A/ticle of the Constitution be amended so thai it

shall be as follows :

—

The payments made by Life members, and all donations, (unless

their application be otherwise specified) shall be invested in a per-

manent and accumulating fund ; the interest arising from which
shall be applied, together with the admission fees, and annual

subscriptions, to the expenses and charitable purposes of the Soci-

ety : provided always, that any balance, over and above the sum
of Ten pounds, which may remain at the credit of the Charitable

fund at the close of each year, shall be transferred to the permanent
and accumulating fund, before the account;^ of the year are made
up.

ARTICLE VI.

Resolved, on 26th December, 1848 :

—

That the sixth Article of the Constitution be so amended as to

provide for the election of an Assistant Secretary.

BY-LAWS.
No. 11.

Resolved, on 25th March, 1846 :—
That, at the annual election for the Committee of Manage-^

ment, should there be an equal number of votes for any of the

members, the oldest member shall always be considered as entitled

to the priority, but that a life member of equal date shall he
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preferred in all eaeea. In tlie event of a lie between two onlinat r
members of the same date, the priorily shall he decided by ballot.

No. 18.

Hbsolved, on 25th March, 1847 :

—

That all future Quarterly and Special General Meetings of the
Society be called by placards as well as by advertizeineut in the
newspapers.

.

" ; '' '' '^ •-
. \

No. 13. >

BssoLyBD, on 24th June, 1848 :

—

That the words "/or a period not ea^cceding Jiof years'' be
inserted between the word " Liaf and with** in the Vourih line
of the thirteenth By-Law*

W. BENNETT,

Secretary, St. George's Society

Quebec, 2itli March, 1849.

}(-i
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