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ANNUAL REPORT

OF

PIERRE FORTIN, ESQ.,
Magistrate, in command of ttie Government schooner La Canadienne, 

engaged in the Protection of Fisheries, in the Gulf of 
St Lawrence, during the season of 1861.

The duty of protectiog and admiuistcring the law respecting the Canadian fisheries in 
the Hirer and Gulf of St. Lawrence having again been assigned to the Government 
schooner La Canadienne, I took command of her in the beginning of May, in conformity 
with instructions given to that effect by the Hon. the Commissioner of Crown Lands; but 
as the schooner required repairs to her keel as well as to her standing rigging, she could 
not be got toady for sea before the 23rd of May. * »

On that day we left Quebec, bound for the Gulf of St. Lawrence, favoured with a very 
light westerly breeze. On the following days, we hid changeable winds, and only reached 
God bout River (the first place I had to visit on the North shore of the St. Lawrence) on 
the morning of the 26th.

God bout River is known to be, after the Moisie and Natasbquan, one of the beat rivers 
on the North shore ; it is full of the finest kind of salmon and trout. An overseer has 
been stationed there to force the fishermen and Indians frequenting the locality to observe 
the laws and regulations enacted with the view of preserving these valuable fish.

This officer had had, the year before, ground of complaint against certain parties for 
breaking the laws and regulations. Warrants had been issued to arrest the guilty, and 
many of them had been punished in accordance with the provisions of the law.

But two Indians accused of having fished within the limits of Mr. Holliday, the lessee 
of the river, had always succeeded in escaping the law, aud I had received instructions 
from the Government to have them arrested by my constables and brought before me.

As in preceding years, these parties ran away upon the schooner coming near the 
place, and, favoured by the wooda, escaped our search.

I assembled the few Indian families then at God bout, and after giving them commu­
nication of the principal clauses of the Fisheries Act, which I required them to observe, I 
showed them that they ought to be more interested in the preservation of salmon and trout 
than any one else, since these fish during the season of trapping in the interior, become one 
of their principal means of subsistence, and in the meantime, 1 made them understand that 
though the guilty Indians had [escaped once more, they would be arrested sooner or later, 
and that if they were again to become guilty of any violation of the law, they would be 
visited with the heaviest penalties provided by the regulations.

All the Indians whom I met tnere promised to conform strictly to the fishery regula­
tions, and this promise has been strictly kept; for it appears from the overseer’s report 
that there was no infraction whatever of the law in the God bout, in 1861.
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I next marked with buoys an anchoring ground for email vcsacle frequenting this lo­
cality for the purpose of cod-fishiqg, and in conformity with the powers vested in me, made
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regulations for the said anchoring place, and appointed Mr. Antoine Blais to be guardian 
of the Godbout Hiver Harbour. The ice left the river on fhc 12th of May, a few trout 
had already begun to ascend it, but no salmon. The sand eel (altuçon) had appeared on 
the coast about three weeks before.

The next day I went to Trinity Bay, and there took cognizance of a complaint made 
• by Mr. Meade against Alexander Comcau, Esq , stating that the latter had built a house 

and hangar on hie property. I visited the spot, examined the boundaries, and concluded 
that Mr. Comeau's hou«c was outside of the easterly limits of the lands of the heirs Poulin, 
of whom Mr. Meade is agent, and that the hangar in question has been erected on Trinity 
Point, upon rocks covered at high tide, and consequently could not ho considered as part 
of the complainant’s property.

This business being concluded, I gave orders to start for Seven Islands, but the east­
erly wind which had been blowing since morning would not permit us to go very fast, and 
at nigh£ the gale obliged us to anchor under the lee of Egg Island.

In the evening of the 28th, the wind having changed to the N.N.E., wo sailed, and 
the next morning anchored in the Bay of Seven Islands.

' I immediately set about installing Mr. John Gough Smith as Collector of the new 
port of entry at Seven Islands. This gentlemen had come down with me from Quebec, to 
which place I was instructed to bring him back in the tall when La Canadienne would 
return to winter quarters. ^

* I ordered Mr. Hardy's men to give him possession Wthe house and buildings formerly 
occupied by the Hudson’s Bay Company, which Mr. Hardy had rented from the Govern­
ment, since the King’s Posts, of which the Seven Islands form part, had ceased to be 
leased to that Company. Mr. Hardy having neglected to fulfil some of the clauses of hia 
contract with the Government, had lost his right to the occupancy of this important post. 
Before the cay was over, the Collector was settled in his new quarters, and his office 
opened. The masters of two Canadian schooners, about to trade on the Labrador coast, 
immediately took advantage of the facility offered to them to trade in the Gaspé free port 
limits, without going to Gaspé Basin, and proceeded at once to take out their license. 
This circumstance afforded immediate proof that this new port of entry established by the 
Government would be of the greatest utility to our schooners from Quebec or the lower 
parishes carrying goods in bond either within the liiuitq of the free port, or out of the 
Province. Had it not been for the establishment of a port at Seven Islands, these schoon­
ers which were going as far ss the Straits of Belle-Isle, or perhaps to the River Moisie 
only, or which were consigned to the neighborhood, would hive been obliged to visit 
Gaspé; this would have increased the length of their voyage by several hundred miles. 
The navigators, traders and fishermen should certainly bo grateful to Government for hiv­
ing established a port of entry on the North shore, and for having given so much facility 
to the trade between the centre of Canada and the North shores of the river and gulf of St. 
Lawrence. I perceived with satisfaction that the spring herring had entered the I'ay of 
Seven Islands in great numbers, and during the two weeks previous Mr. Hardy’s fishermen 
had been taking from 20 to 60 barrels a day, by means of a hurdle fishery placed bear the 
point of the poet. This fishery is e great resource f. r the inhabitants of the locality (for 
the Indians especially,) if they knew how to take advantage of it.

On the morning of the 30th we anchored opposite Moisie River. The weather being 
fine, I took advantage of it to mark an anchoring ground in the Moisie River by placing 
a number of buoys, and to determine the limits of four new salmon fisheries which I had 
received instructions to lease; I afterwards visited the fishing establishments.

The ice came down this river as late as the 12th of May. Salmon were beginning to 
enter the estuary, codfish were seen on the outside banks and near the shores three days 
before, and caplin was also taken in great quantities near the shore. At 11 p.m., I went 
on board, we immediately set sail, and the next day at 2 in the afternoon, entered the 
harbor of Mingan. 1 at once communicated with Mr. A iderson. the Hudson’s Bay Com­
pany's principal agent on the North shore of the Gulf of St. Jmwrenoe, and placed him in 
possession of the instructions I had received from the Government relative to the salmon 
fisheries of the Seigniory of Mingan, of which the said Company had, for many years,

V
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obtained a lease at a high rate, from the proprietors of the said seigniory. To my offer of 
leaeing to him all the salmon fisheries of the said seigniory, he gave the following reply :

Minoan, 31st May.
P. Fortin, Esquire.

Sir,—Having received your favour of this day, I beg to state that the offer of the 
Assistant Commissioner of Crown Lands to grant to the Hudson’s Bay Company nominal 
licenses for all the rivers as far as Agwann's, was received by me on the 29th instant, and 
exclusive of this injustice towards the poor people who have relied on the permanence of 
their stations from the licenses granted to them, it is utterly impossible for the Company 
to undertake to fish these rivers at such short notice.

I beg, therefore, to state, that wo shall only occupy the stations we have licenses for 
last year, and that, as soon as you possibly can, you should visit the river St. John and 
rectify the affairs there.

Yours, &c.,
James Anderson,

Chief Factor, Hon. H. B. C.

Mr. Anderson’s reply settled the question for this year, and I had nothing else to 
do but to give him the same licenses as in the preceding yea». Mr. Pierre Tanguay, of 
Long Point, Mingan, laid a complaint before me against a fisherman of the same place who 
had damaged his house, but the party being absent, the case was postponed till my next 
visit to Mingan. Moreover, I was in a hurry to reach the Magdalen Islands. Mackerel 
fishing in the Bay of Plaisance must have already commenced, or was on the point of 
beginning ; and the presence of Iai Canadienne was necessary there. I therefore did not 
make a long cruise on the North shore, and on the 1st June, at 3 o’clock in the morning, 
we started for the Magdalen Islands. Our progress was retarded by a calm ; nevertheless, 
on the morning of the third, we anchored in the Bay of Plaisance.

Mackerel fishing had not begun yet, but schooners from Nova Scotia, New Brunwick, 
and the United States, fitted out for that purpose, wore already in Amherst Harbour, and 
some fishermen had set their nets in the bay. But there was as yet no sign of mackerel.

The herring fishery had commenced at the usual time and continued from the 1st to 
the 20th of May. 300 schooners from the neighbouring provinces had collected in the 
Bay of Plaisance to fish for herring with seines, but they had not all been successful.

It ie true that the fish had been as plentiful in the Bay of Plaisance as in previous^ 
years, but the frequent gales had caused high seas on the shores, which did not g‘ 
fishermen an opportunity of prosecuting their labour with much chance of success ; 
over, so many seines were thrown out together, when large shoals of herrings açpel'red at 
the surface of the water, that they got intermixed, and consequently many fish escaped and 
were lost to the fishermen. This accounts for a great number of the inhabitants of the 
Islands not being able to lay in their complete stock of herring for the winter. The way 
to remedy this evil would bo to pass a regulation forbidding any other seine to interfere 
when one might be already engaged in catching a shoal of herring.

On the 4th instant, I sent my first officer, Capt. Bernier, to visit all the schooners in 
Amherst Harbour. He left in the hands of each master a copy of the fishery regulations 
for the Bay of Plaisance, and in the meantime I caused a buoy to be placed in the bay 
indicating the line, cast of which, in virtue of the said regulations, fishermen are forbidden 
to set any kind of nets.

This ie done with a view to secure to the navigation free access to Amherst Har­
bour, to give to the shoals of mackerel access to that part of the bay, free from all nets, 
and at the same time to allow them to come near the shores, for the purposes of depositing 
their ova, without any.obstacle preventing their so doing.

On the morning of the 6th, Mr. Joseph Bourque, of l’Etang du Nord, oame and in­
formed me that the night previous foreign sailors, to the number of eight or ten, and very 
likely belonging to some schooner anchored the night before, under shelter of Cap aux 
Meules, had on the preceding evening forcibly entered his house, and after having assaulted 
him several times, and threatened to take away his life with a knife or dagger in the hands
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of one of the pert;, had stolen a certain quantity of goods which hé, the saidÿoeeph 
Bourque, had saved from a wrecked vessel, the United Statei, and which had bed! given 
to him by the Customs officer of Amherst Harbour as his share of the salvage ; moreover, 
men’s and women's clothing belonging to his family, and other goods, worth in all about 
1200 ; unhappily he could not identify the robbers as belonging to any particular schooner.

Having taken hie deposition, wo immediately weighed anchor and started in pursuit 
of the schooners which had passed the night previous under shelter of Cap aux Meules, 
some of which we could see under sail going out of Plaisance Harbour.

I stopped and visited the schooners Stacey, St Laurence, Village Belle, and Sarah 
and Julia ; this last vessel waa still at anchor, and as several of her crew were suspected of 
belonging to the gang of robbers, I delayed her till the next day.

I caused a rigorous search to be made in the hold and cabins, but without any result. 
Mr. Bourque and his son, who were on board, examined all the men of the crew, one after 
the other, but could not identify any one as having committed the robbery the night pre­
vious. Moreover, the captain assured me he had had no knowledge whatever of the rob­
bery in question, but he told me that two small schooners, whose name he did not know, 
also anchored the night previous at Cape aux Meules, and had started at morning twilight, 
under full sail towards the Island of Cape Breton, favored with a fine west north west 
breese. But they had been out of eight for many hours past. I afterwards went to the 
Havre aux Maisons to see if I could collect more direct information. The only thing I 
could find out was that the day after the robbery, two small schooners had left Cap aux 
Meules between four and five o’clock in the morning, and that they were very soon out of 
sight, going toward the Island of Cape Breton. Evidently the suspicion of the robbery 
must fall upon these schooners, but I neither knew their name nor the placeto which they 
were bound. During my stay at the Magdalen Islands, I used every exertion to discover a 
due to that robbery, but without any result.

On the 7th, I was occupied with two chargee brought by Alexander Cormier, Esquire, 
against two inhabitants of the Island, for having disturbed a meeting of the Municipal 
Council of the Islands. On the 12th and 13th I heard several witnesses in both cases, 
and on the 14th being obliged to start for Percé, I postponed the hearing of the remaining 
witnessea to my next visit to Magdalen Islands

In conformity with instructions received from the Bureau of Agriculture and Statis­
tics, and as census commissioner for the Magdalen Islands, I appointed census officers to 
take the namee in the different Islands, as also to collect all other necessary information ; 
and I waa obliged to convey one of my census officers to one of the most distant islands of 
the group. In order to be able to make a complete and exact census, I myself visited the 
different villages and requested the inhabitants to answer all the questions which, would be 
put to them by the census officers, and to give all the information required from them; and I 
had reason to be well satisfied with the xeal shewn by the persons employed to take the 
census of the Islande: for, bo-ides the ordinary statistical information with which they 
filled the columns of the forms I furnished them with, they filled up other columns shew­
ing the number of vessels and fishing craft of the Islands, th: quantity of fishing tackle 
and of different kinds of fish taken in 1861, Ac., ko. This information was the more 
necessary, because, up to this date, all we had upon this subject was taken from the Cus­
toms Report, in whien only the quantity of fish exported-from the Magdalen Islands was 
stated, without taking any notice of thousands of quintals of fish used by the inhabitants 
themselves.

Meanwhile, I had taken all possible precautions with a view of enforcing the fishery 
law as far as they apply to the Bay of Plaisance, and to a curtain extent I succeeded.

A certain numoer of nets which were, on my arrival, located in contravention of the 
law, had been drawn out of the water and set further out in lawful places, but many re­
mained in that part of the Bay which, according to the regulations, was to remain free and 
open, and it was very difficult, in fact almost impossible, to find out the proprietors of those 
nets. I then hsd recourse to the means provided by the law, that is to say, I had them 
taken away by my men who put them inside the limits msrked by the buoy that I had 
caused to be placed there a few days before upon the spot indicated by the clauses of the 
above-mentioned regulations. This labour was difficult and very toilsome for my men, for 
they had to draw out of the water nets from fifty to sixty fsthoms in length, kept down to



4

the bottom of the water by atones of some hundred pounds weight. Notwithstanding that, 
on the 11th, there were but few nets in the channel, whep Capt. Bernier, who had com­
mand of one uf the boats engaged in moving the nets set in contravention of the law to the 
place I had indicated to him, was assaulted by a Nova Scotian fisherman named Joseph 
Hunson, whose nets had been that very day removed by my men. He had thrown large 
stones at the captain, one of which struck him on the head and inflicted a serious wound, 
from which flowed a great quantity of blood. Fortunately I was there to dress the wound 
in time and in a fitting manner. One of the canoe-mcu had also been struck by Ilunson, 
without however being wounded. Immediately, after having taken cognizance of this un­
fortunate occurrence, I caused Hunson and one of the men who accompanied him in ills 
boat to be arrested and put on board under safe guard. The next day they appeared 
before me, and Hunsou’s accomplice, against whom there was no proof, was set at liberty. 
Hunson admitted the charge. Upon this I offered to take bail for his appearance at the 
next County Criminal term, at Percé, and as he could not find two solvent persons to be­
come security for him, I made out a warrant of commitment, the execution of which was 
entrusted to one of my constables.

More than twenty other schooners had joined those which I had found at Amherst on 
my arrival at the Magdalen Islands, and at least ten thousand nets for mackerel had been 
set in different parts of the Bay of Plaisance and near Grindstone and Entry Islands. All 
this fishing apparatus, well anchored with heavy stones, was set in the most favorable 
manner to catch the greatest possible number of mackerel, and the arrival oi" this fish wan 
waited for with great impatience. But the fish, contrary to the fishermen’s expectations, " 
appeared in the Bay of Plaisance only in small numbers, and were really abundant for a 
few days only. Some fishermen, more favored than the others, had taken enough to reim­
burse their expenses of fitting out; unfortunately it was not the same with the greater 
number; the produce of each of their net having scarcely reached two barrels, and the 
season for this kind of fishing was entirely over.

Accordingly, on the 14th of June, the day I left Magdalen Islands, nearly all the 
nota had been taken up, and a great number of schooners bad already gone.

Codfishing was very successful at L'Etang du Nord on the South of Amherst Island, 
and at Old Harry. The schooners easily obtained from two to four draughts a day.

During my different visits to Amherst Harbour, I ascertained that Mr. Cassidy (the 
guardian of Amherst Harbour) had fulfilled the duties cf his office, and that: nobody had 
been guilty of having, as formerly, thrown ballast or other noxious matters into this basin, 
which is so well protected from all winds, but a little difficult of access on account of rocks. 
A sand-bank also partly obstructs its entrance.

It is with the greatest pleasure that I mention this result, the more so because if this 
harbour should become impracticable (which would soon occur if ballast was permitted to 
be thrown into it as formerly;, it is only with the greatest difficulty that the codfishery 
could be carried on in the Bay of Plaisance, there being no shelter against the East and 

. North-East winds.
It is known that Amherst and Le Havre aux Maisons are the only two harbours at 

Magdalen Islands used by the trade.
The Magdalen Island schooners had been as usual seal hunting on the field ice of 

the gulf, ana had returned to tlikir fitting-out places without having sustained any loss or 
damage, but also without having brought back many of the skins of these animals. Tho 
ill-success of their trip was owing principally to the bad weather encountered by the sailors 
daring their adventurous campaign, and also to the small number of seals which appeared.

On the 14th of June, we left the Magdalen Islands, and the next morning anchored 
at Percé, where I caused the prisoner Joseph Hunson to be put in jail.

The codfishing, which gave excellent returns, had begun on the 29th of April ; our 
fishermen had used herring gs a bait for their lines till the 8th of June; then caplin in 
its annual migratory journey from the ocean to the coasts of the Gulf of St Lawrence had 
made its appearance, to the great joy of our fishermen. These small fish are a safer and 
more tempting bait for ood than herring.

The purpoei of my journey to the Gasp* shores was to lease, as usual, all the salmon 
fisheries of the district; to inepeot them; in the mean time to keep a watchful eye on 
them, and to maintain public order and tranquillity in the sea harbours and on the shores.
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My duties extended over a length of at least one hundred and fifty miles of shore ; I had 
to enter all the rivers and visit almost all fishing apparatus set in them, and at the same 
time to see the fishermen and receive from them the price of their licenses.

In spite of all possible expedition, I was enraged in this work for twenty-one days.
On the 17th I went to Malbaie and visited tiarachois River, which I ascended to the 

distance of 3 miles from the sea. At this place there are falls 10 feet high. Some feet 
below, Mr. Duncan Robinson has built a mill dam, and this dam being au insuperable 
obstacle to the passage of salmon, he had attached to it last year a migration pau which 
the spring ice had carried away, b^t which he promised me would be replaced as soon se 
the water should be a little lower; fbr as the waters were at the period of my visit it was 
impossible to work at the dam.

This Barachois River is narrow and in some parts shallow, but the water is very clear. 
No salmon nets are set in it. All the apparatus used fer catching this fish is placed on 
the outer bank.

On the 18th we entered Gaspé Basin, where we remained till the 25th. Duringthis 
period I granted licenses for the fisheries of the rivers St. John, South-West, North-West 
and of the Peninsula.

I fined a fisherman, on the North-West river, and confiscated his net for having set it 
contrary to law.

There were at that time in Gaspé Basin many ships, brigs and schooners, some from 
Europe with goods and salt, and some employed in the fisheries.

The French frigate La Pomone was also there; her commander, le Marquis de Cha- 
vancc de Montagnac was on a visit to Canada, and his vessel was there waiting for him. 
The inhabitants of Gaspé gave a hearty and friendly welcome to the officers and crew of the 
frigate, who on their part were so polite and hospitable, while the sailors, when ashore, be­
haved themselves so well that all felt sincere regret at their departure.

On the 25th I stopped a few hours at Douglastown, and the next dày, I went ashore at 
Grand River.

I leased the fisheries of this river and those of Little and Great Pabos Rivers ; and on 
the 27th I went to Port Daniel, where I likewise gave licenses to the fishermen of the 
place.

On ths 28th we dropped anchor in Paspebiao Harbour.
In all the rivers I had just visited, with the exception of those of the South-West and 

North-West, salmon fishing had produced but ordinary results. On the contrary, cod was 
abundant on the shores.

In Paspebiac Harbour I found the usual number of vessels belonging to the firms of 
Robin and Le Boutillier.

I was told that the fitting out for the codfiahery on the North shore was on a larger 
scale than in previous years.

On the 29th we anchored at Bonaventure, where I at once laid down the limits of 
the salmon fisheries in the river; and in accordance with the instructions received to that 
effect, marked the limits of places set aside for salmon spawning grounds. The lower limit 
is opposite Duval River, and the upper one at the head of the stream. I visited the Indians 
at their camp, and forbade them to fish in the river higher up than the limit of Duval 
River, to which order they promised obedience.

On the 1st of July we went to New Richmond, where I met Mr. Dimock, overseer of 
the Cascapediac and Bonaventure Rivers, and from him and from Mr. Charles Coal, ob­
tained the following information respecting the two rivers of Cascapediac.

The Grand Cascapediac takee its rise In a lake of the same name, of about two miles in 
length by a mile and a-half in breadth. This lake is about 75 miles from the mouth of the 
river, and is fed by a little river> which may be considered as the main river Cascapediac, 
and takes its rise in the Chiehac mountains, about 80 miles inland.

At two miles below the lake,'the river Cascapediac is only twenty yards in breadth. 
From that place, it widens by degrees, till it reaches at its mouth a breadth of about five 
hundred yards. There are no falls on this river, but a great number of rapids, which 
nevertheless do not prevent it from being navigable for woodea and bark canoes Thu water 
is very dear and limpid. Numerous islands, covered with the finest tress of the country, 
such as elm, aah, maple, white and red birch, and beech, a* growing upon alluvial soil, arc

J
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met with in almost the whole of its course, and together with its shores sometimes steep, 
sometimes gently sloping, and covered with rich-grass, contribute to make this river one of 
the most picturesque in Canada. Moreover it affords two sources of wealth of the greatest 
importance On its banks, which are covered with one of the richest soils, timber of the 
most precious kind is found—yellow pine, cedar, tamarack, spruce, and birch, whfph have 
given rise to a considerable lumber trade for above fifty years past. The fisheries have, 
since the settlement of the country, become highly noted, and it is known that the salmon 
exported from the river is the finest in Canada. It appears that salmon do not go 9m high 
as Like Cascapcdiae to/spawn. It is true they have been seen in Miner’s Bxqbk, a stream 
which falls into Caacajtediae River, very near to the lake, but more frequently in the creeks 
and pools where the water is deep and still, at 3, 6 and 7 miles further down, there they 

, are found in great number, and choose favorable places to deposit their ova. Mr. Coal, 
one of the inhabitants of New Richmond, and who knows the river best, told me he had 
seen there hundreds of salmon in the act of spawning, and when he returned in a few days 
he could see at the bottom of the water the gravel partly covered with eggs.

This river is in every respect very favorably situated for tile preservation and propa­
gation of salmon, and with the protective system enforced and followed up for the last few 
years by the Government, we may expect that the salmon in this river will increase ten 
fold during the next twenty years. I must add also that the trout there is very large, of 
fine quality, and very abundant.

As it may be important to excursionists, who might bo tempted to ascend this inter­
esting river during the fine summer season, to possess an accurate knowledge of places sit­
uated on its banks, I will give a list of the most remarkable spots, with the respective dis­
tances from its mouth.

Picapieo Mountains....................................................... 14 miles from the sea.
Turner's Brook......................................................... ... 2 “ higher up.
Montmorency Falls (in a brook)............................v .. 2 “ “
Jonathan’s Brook............................................................. 3 “ “
Tracadic ............................................................................ 3 “ »
Charles Vallde’s Brook.................................................... 4 “ “
Square Fork..................... .......................:..................... 5 “ *

, Indian Falls (rapids).................................................... li “ “
1 he confluence of Cascapediao River (properly speak­

ing) with the Salmon branch....................................... 9 “ “
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Salmon Branch is a tributary of the Cascapedia, and takes its rise west of the Chi- 
chac Mountains. It runs towards the east and joins the principal branch at the above- 
mentioned place. I could not positively ascertain if much salmon ascended it; neverthe­
less, from its name, it matt be inferred tint it now does or formerly did abound with fish.

It is less considerable than the main branch. Little Cascapediao River runs parallel 
to the Grand, and at the distauoa of only about four or six miles eastwards ; but it is far 
from being of the importance of the former. There are but few salmoa seen in it, but, on 
the other hand, plenty of trout.

Its two branches unite at twenty-two miles from its mouth. The following are the 
best known places, with their distance from the sea.

Cap Brulé’s Brook at.................................................. 4 miles from the sea.
Mill Brook.......................................................................... 10 “ “
Red Pine Mountain.........................................................  16 “ “
Confluence of the two branches....................................... 22 “ “

The spawning grounds for salmon as well as trout, are a little above the fork formed 
by the junetion of the two rivers, and even extend as far as Mill Brook.

This river also takes its rise in the Chi hac Mountains.
These two fine rivers, the Grand and Little Cascapediao, fall into the fine bav of the 

same name, which is not less than nine miles in breadth, and on the shores of which are 
the two important parishes of New Richmond and Maria.



After having given licenses to the New Richmond fishermen, I laid down the limite 
of the spawning grounds in each river, and instructed Mr. Dimook to place stakes to indi­
cate to Indian fishermen the limits of such grounds ; at the same time, I gave notice of 
what had been done by notices which were read to the Indians and posted indifferent places.

On the 2nd of July, I leased the salmon fishery at Maria ; on the 3rd I did the same 
thing at Carleton, and on the 4th on the Canadian side of the Reistigoiche. Nowhere did 
I meet with any difficulty. There did not seem to be much salmon fishing in Cascapediae 
River and in the Bay of Carleton ; it was better in Res'igouche River.

In Chaleurs Bay, cod had not been seen in as large quantities as in preceding years, 
and it may be said that up to this date, the oodfishery had been but middling ; whilst the 
herring fishery had been almost everywhere very successful.

Having brought to a close all my business in this locality, I steered my vessel towards 
Percé, where we anchored on the moruing of the 6th, and left that place two hours after­
wards, bound for the North shore of the Gulf, where we arrived the next day. The fol­
lowing day we anchored at the river St. John, the salmon fisheries of which I took two 
days to rent. Salmon had been more abundant than ever, and the fishermen had already 
secured double the quantity of previous years.

The orerseer of the river, Mr. Joseph Beaulieu, had, a few days before, ascended the 
river up to thirty miles from its mouth, and had found all the fishing apparatus set accord­
ing to law. Nevertheless, I had to fine two parties from St. John for having fished in the 
estuary, one without license, the other with a net too near his neighbour. On the 10th wo 
touched at Long Point and on the 11th at Mingan.

On the St. John’s shoals, codfishing, which had commenced three weeks previous, had 
given very satisfactory results. Caplin and sand-eel were abundant near the shores. On 
the Mingan shoals fish was nut so abundant.

On the 11th we started for Natashquan, which place, owing to easterly winds, we 
could not reach before the morning of the 13th.

The first thing I had to occupy myself with at this place, was a complaint lodged by 
Mr. Edouard De Lapparrellc, against Edward Quigley, junior, and others, for theft of goods 
from a wrecked vessel. I issued a search warrant, and my constables found the goods in 
Quigley senior’s vessel. I immediately caused him to be arrested with his accomplices, 
and I had them brought on board. On the days following, I took the depositions of sev­
eral persons who had had knowledge of the affair, and as proof was not wanting against the 
accused, 1 issued a warrant of commitment against them, which warrant was put into the 
hands of one of my constables

The prisoners were to be carried on board La Canadienne to Percé jail, the nearest 
place from the locality where the offence had been committed.

Two other cases came before me: Paul Vignault against Samuel Foreman. The latter 
was accused of having fished in the limits nf the salmon fishery of Mr. Vignault, who had 
taken a license from the Government for the same. It was proved that the offence had 
been committed. The defendant war sentenced to pay a fine of twenty dollars, and I con­
fiscated his net which had been used in the perpetration of the offbuce, and a barrel and 
three-quarters of salmon taken therein. The second case was that of Robert Stanley 
against Samuel Foreman, the same case as the preceding. Judgment, twenty dollars fine. 
These two sums were immediately paid.

In Natashquan Harbour a number of schooners were engaged in codfishing, which, 
this year, had been more successful than ever. A greater quantity of fish had never been 
seen on the shores. Mr. De Laparrelle's schooners had taken during many consecutive 
days from 12 tq 17 draughts (a draught weighs 283 lbs.) and, the fish is weighed only 
when the head abd intestines have been removed, that is to say, when it has been reduced 
one-fourth of its entire weight. In all the fishing establishments the stakes bent under 
the weight of the thousands of fish placed pn them to be dried by the sun.

Unfortunately the weather had been very unfavourable for thes; operations since the 
beginning of the fishing season ; rains and fogs had been very frequent, and but a few hun­
dred quintals of codfish had been stored with safety in the proper hangars, after having 
undergone all the procees of preparation. It was always hoped that they would have had 
westerly winds, and that then they would have had dry weather and a warm sun, this be­
ing fot our fishermen the most propitious weather for the drying of codfish.
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On the evening of the 16lh we prepared to sail, in order to carry the prisoners to 
Percé, which place we reached on the evening of the 19th, when Quigley and hia accom­
plices were put ashore and lodged in jail.

The next day wc started for Gaspé, where we dropped anchor on the 21st. In 
those pl-ces, which I had previously visited, and where I had collected much informa­
tion, public order and tranquillity had not been once disturbed.

Codfishing, although very successful in the beginning of the season, had diminished 
during the previous week, on account of the scarcity of bait, caplin having become scarce, 
and squid, which is one of the most tempting bait for codfish, not having yet made its 
appearance. The weather had been v.‘ry rainy.

On the 23rd I had to take into consideration, at Gaspé, a good many cases of desertion 
of sailors from an English schooner, the hlectra, William Vesey, master of the said 
schooner, being the'complainant. Four of his sailors, on proof of their guilt and on their 
refusing to return to their vessel, were, in virtue of the Imperial Act, sentcnc:d by me, 
three to six weeks, and the other to four weeks imprisonment. They were kept on board 
undercharge of one of my constables, and, on the next day, I carried them in-La Cana- 
ilieiwe to Pereé jail All the fi-hing apparatus had been taken up in the Gaspé Hivers, 
and the fishing had been very remunerative. About the same time, the fishing overseer 
at Malbaie reported that Mr. Robinson had caused to be constructed a fishway, according 
to the requireni"nts of the law, on his mill-dam, in Barachoi* River.

On the 25th we started for a second visit to the North shore of the River St. Law­
rence, and were enable i on the next day to reach Moitié River, in spite of a very thick 
f°g-

Codfishing in this locality had produced the best results, since the 8th of June. Such 
a quantity of fi-h had never been, seen on the shores of Moisie Bay, and especially opposite 
the mouth of the river.

During a few weeks fishing, boats had oftee been seen returning to the harbour, after 
only four or five hours fishing, with from 100 to 1000 codfish of the finest quality.

Salmon fishing wis not less successful, and according to all the fishermen of the neigh­
bourhood, Mr, Holliday had never made so much profit with the river as this year.

Some breaches of the fishery laws had been reported to me. A fisherman, residing 
at Moisie, was fi icd eight dollars for having taken Salmon and Trout in Mr. Holliday’s 
limits. A cod-fisherman was likewise fined five dollars for having thrown fish offal into 
the river. Many other fishermen, according to the overdeer's statement, had been guilty 
of the same offence, and complaints were laid against them by Mr. Chisholm ; but as it was 
imp issible to obtain proof of their guilt, they were acquitted.

The master of the schooner “ Sea Slipper,” from Halifax, had, during many weeks, 
openly violated the fishery law in Moisie River, by throwing fish-offal into the water 
where his vessel was anchored ; and this stranger deserved au exemplary punishment, 
having, the year previous, been guilty of a similar offence. But he had left a few weeks 
before my arrival at Moisie, probably to return to his port of out-fit, at Halifax. I, never­
theless, kept a note of the complaint laid against him, for the chance of falling in with him 
somewhere during the twelve months following the day of the offence, intending to punish 
him as he deserved.

On the morning of the 28th, I vieited the standing deep water fishing apparatus, set 
during the past two years, by Mr. D. Têtu, on the Moisie bank. This year it was placed 
across Pointe de Bois, at more than a mile from the mouth of the River Moisie, and became 
i ground of complaint to Mr. Holliday ngainat the proprietor, on account of salmon having 
been taken in it. I have thought proper to reserve it for the consideration of the Hono- 
able the Commissioner of Crown Lands ; and with this view, I will give a description of 
the said fishery. y

It is composed of a net set perpendicular to the shore, but not touching it (it may be 
about one hundred and twenty yards distant from it), and it is three to four hunted feet 
in length extending seaward. At the termination of this is the fishery, which is com­
posed of a series of chambers composed of nets of two, three and four inch meshes, 
opening one into the other. It is in these chambers that the fish being stopped in their 
course by the cross net get caught, as they believe that by going outwards, and at the same 
time following the net, they will escape the snares set with such skill by the fishermen.
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Reaching the last chamber which is the largest, the fish of whatever kiod, are really 
imprisoned; the opening wlijA communicates with the preceding chamber being made in 
the form of a funnel, the narrow port of which is turned towards the last chamber which 
if a few individuals may chance to find, they swim about lor a while but always get back 
iuto the last. It is to bo remarked that all the lower part of these chambers is made of 
net fixed to the bottom of the sea, and so well joined to the sides of the chambers that 
the fish can find no other outlet than the communication between them.

.These chambers being from fifty to sixty feet in diameter, the fish when not in very 
large quantities, can swim easily in them, and live in them during many days, and even 
Weeks, and they have a gre:t advantage over the fisheries in which the fish are caught by the 
meshes of the nets, because in the latter they very soon die of suffocation ; the threads ot 
the meshes pressing so heavily upon the throat that the muscles, giving motion to the 
gills, cannot work, and the act of respiration is stopped. And if they arc not very soon 
ttnmeshed, at least during the twenty-four hours fallowing their capture, they spoil, and 
will not keep, even in the strongest pickle.

When tliCx fish in the last chamber are to he removed, the door of communication 
with the other chkiqbers is closed, by means of a cord ; then with pullics the bottom is 
raised, and they arc token out with large mesh-scoop nets which are drawn out a moment 
afterwards full of all the kinds of fish frequenting the places where the apparatus I am
speMÊtë are 8<d-

This fishery is evidently very ingenious, and works well; but it is very expensive, 
and to be well set and able to resist the sea, it requires a considerable apparatus of cables 
and large anchors. When I visited )Ir. Tctu’s fishery, he had already taken in it from 
fifty to sixty thousand codfish, exclusive of herring and other fish. •

On the 28th in the afternoon we dropped anchor near Cape t'harles, situated at a dis­
tance of 15 miles, eastward of the Hiver )loisie. Wv had been called there to give help to 
the schooner “Gleaner,” belonging to the firm of Lc Boutillicr Brothers, which had 
been wrecked during the night of the 20th, on the reffs of Cape Charles Peint.

During the evening I went with Captain Bernier and seven men on board the 
“Gleaner,” and found her in a very dangerous position; nevertheless, we ptepared to go 
on board again the next morning at high tide, to try and float her by throwing all her 
ballast overboard, intending then to tow her into a safe harbour. But we had not 
calculated on a storm. Indeed, wc were hardly on hoard out1 own vessel, when an easterly 

- wind sprang up, r thick fog completely concculcd the shore; and the next day, onr an­
choring place being no longer sheltered from the easterly winds, wc were obliged to make 
sail. It was only on the following day that wc could approach the lane). We were then 
off Hersimis River, and se.on after we anchored at the entrance of Outarde Bay, from 
which place I went in a eanoc to the Post ut l'creimis.

I remained three days at this place, fakin' the census of the inhabitants of this 
important station and of the neigliboiipg posts, and also collecting useful information on 
the fisheries of these localities, it being the first time I had been there.

It is known that Bersimis is one of the Hudson’s Bay Company's trading posts, and 
is inhabited by no less than seven hundred Indians The buildings are a lino Catholic 
church, the house and stores of the Post, and about ten houses which the Indians have 
built. The greater part of them still live in bark tents, which they fold and carry with them 
in the fall srhl^ they begin their wandering excursions in the interior to hum lor furs.

There is a resident priest at Beisimis, the Reverend Father Arnaud, missionary to 
the Montagnais Indiana for the north shore of the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence.

During summer, the Indians hunt such gstuc of all kinds ns visit every year the shores 
* of the Gulf, principally the harbour seal, with the fat of which they make the seal oil of 

conmkrce; and sell it cither to the Hudson's Bay Company, or to traders from Lower 
Canada or the Lower Provinces.

Bersimis River is very well slocked with fish ; salmon arc seen by hundreds. But 
nobody fishes in it with nets, the strong currents, great depth of the River, and moving 
sand banks found at its mouth, affording no facility to set nets under favorable conditions 
for catching salmon.

According to all the information I received, the Indians had observed the Filbery 
regulations. *■ 1
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At noon on the first of August, we left Bersimis, and in the evening anchored at 
Grodbout. The next day I saw Mr. Blais, the overseer, and with mucn satisfaction 
learned from him that, in the whole of his division, not a single clause of the Fisheries 
Act had been violated. This I/consider to he a satisfactory result, especially after the 
difficulties we had had with the Indians.

On the same day, I went to Trinity and to the Ragged Islands, near Pentecost River, 
and received favorable reports as to the order and tranquillity prevailing there. In these 
two places, our fishermen had hud but little success in the cod-fishery.

No American schooners fitted out for the mackerel fishery had yet been seen on the 
north shore ; they would "have done nothing, the fish having scarcely been seen.

On the Urd, I went ashore at (Jape de Chatte, where I examined the mill-dam built 
about six miles from its mouth, and found that a fishway had been constructed on it; with 
a good flow of water, over which the salmon and trout can ascciid without much difficulty. 
Mr. Joseph Landry, one of the neighbouring farmers, assured me that he had seen, a few 
weeks before, a full-grown salmon a mile and a half above the dam, which had ascended 
by means of the fish-way. There seemed no doubt whatever that before the end of the 
season, the spawning grounds of this pretty river will bo covered with salmon, depositing 
their ova, and that before many years arc past, there will bo as many fish as formerly. We 
have the more reason to an'icipate this favorable result that according to the report of Mr. 
Roy, magistrate of the locality, no salmon have been this year taken in the River of 
Cape de Chatte, cither with the spear or by any other unlawful means.

Walking along the banks of the River of Cape de Chatte to reach the above-mentioned 
mill-dam, I could not help noticing the line meadows, and the fine fields of wheat, oats and 
barley I went through. Really, one is n-tonishc J to find at such a distance from the centre 
of the country, and in a locality, which within a few years was comparatively unknown, 
and believed to be generally unlit for cultivation, so rich a soil, covered with splendid 
forests where all the best kinds of timber are found, and a climate which, if not milder 
than that, at least as good as that of the parishes near Quebec.

The parishes of Cap de Chatte, and of St. Anne des Monts six miles below, with 
their thousands of acres of laud on the road leading from the settlement on Cape de 
ChaRe River to that of Matane, offer a wide and profitable field for colonisation. It 
must be borne in mind that there is a carriage road along the River St. Lawrence between 
Rimouski and St. Anne des Monts. The distance from Quebec to Rimouski is 1&0 miles, 
from Rimouski to Matane 50 miles, and from thence to St. Anno des Monts 45 miles.

7n the afternoon of the 4th, I went to St. Anne des Monts. I met there the salmon 
fishermen, and granted them licenses for the fishing stations on the River St. Anne. The 
Fishery laws had been well observed in this locality. Salmon had been more abundant 
them last year, while codfish had been seen on the shores only in small quantities. The 
mackerel hud made its appearance a week before, but not in large numbers. Up to this 
date only three American schooners had been seen on the coast. The whole of the 5th, I 
employed in visiting tho settlements at Mont Louis and on Magdalen River. At the for­
mer place the boats had caught only 40 to 00 quintals of cod, and mackerel was only just 
arriving. A good deal of laud is under cultivation in the vale ol Mont Louis, and 1 saw 
splendid standing grain

This small parish, numbering at the most twenty-five inhabitants, has during the 
year hud an excellent school, kept by Miss Blais, who teaches forty-five children. I had an 
opportunity of observing both that the mistress has a superior method, and that the scholars 
were intelligent and generally proficient, considering the short time the school had been 
established. It plainly appeared that Milo. Blais had fulfilled her duties very carefully.

It is to be hoped that the example set by the inhabitants ol Mont Louis will be fol­
lowed by others, and that more schools will be established in other localities of the District 
of Gaspd where there are none, and where the population is large enough to bear the ex­
pense of good schools. ,\

Whilst at Magdalen, after having given licenses to all tho salmon stations there, I

Froceeded to try two parties accused of having illegally set nets in the river, and on proof 
lined them $5 each. Three American schooners, fitted out for mackerel fishing, were in 

Magdalen Harbour, the first that had been seen.
On the 6th, I visited Grand Valley, Grand Etang, Fox River, and Griffin Cove. No 

complaints were made in any of these places.
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I was told that the cod-fishing which had given splendid results at the beginning of 
the season, in quality as well as in quantity, had become bad since the middle of July.

The scarcity of small fish—caplin and launcc—to bait the linea with, was specially 
complained of; and it is a fact to be particularly borne in mind that they cannot be dis­
pensed with ; because, to use our fishermen’s expression, “no bait, no codfish.’’

Very few American schooners had been seen in these waters since the beginning of 
the summer.

.. On the 7th, having stopped at Cape des Bosiers and at (irand Grave, the schooner 
anchored in Gaspé Basin.

Up to this date, cod-fishing had been rather \iusucceesful in Gaspé Bay, but aS there 
were a great number of persons employed in this branch of industry, there were every­
where to be seen thousands of quintals of codfish set on the stakes to dry. The firm of 
Fruing & Co., of Grand Grave, had for their own share, 18.000 quintals for foreign ex­
portation, especially for the markets of Cadis, Naples, and Civita- Vccchia.

It being dpring the dull season, there were then in the Harbour of Gaspé but eleven 
vessels, one brig, three brigantines, and seven schooners, one of which was frota the 
Magdalen Islands with a cargo of dried codfish for sale.

We were kept at Gaspé Basin till the 1 Ith, and on that date we reached Percé.
On the 12tli, 1 visited the fishing establishments of the L-land of Bonaventure, where 

the fishermen had, up to the beginning of July, met with great success in the neighbour­
ing waters. After that date, bait had become very scarce, which deficiency bad very 
seriously affected the cod-fishing. The cod did not fail near the shore, and tl e squid 
having appeared for a few days previous to mv visit, there had been excellent fbhing.

Immediately after my.return to Gaspé, Mr. Tilly, Coroner of the County, came before 
me and laid a complaint against George Girard, of Malbaie.

He was accused of having fired a gun loaded with shot at a certain Joseph Gauthier, 
of the Parish of 1,’Islet, which shot had hit the said Gauthier in the breast and killed him 
instantly. An inquest had been held on the victim’s body, and a verdict of accidental 
death rendered.

Subsequently, public opinion was strongly moved by this unhappy event, and I was 
eagerly pressed to make enquiry into the circumstances, which had preceded and accom­
panied Gauthier’s death. This I resolved to do with the assistance of Mr. Harper, Clerk 
of tno Peace at Percé, and the Corooef, who had come in good time to lay his information 
before me, as tho Criminal Court was to open the next day, and Girard might appear before 
the Grand Jury, as well as the witnesses who had any knowledge if the affair.

Immediately after 1 had taken down Mr. Tilly’s deposition, “La Canadienne ’’ got 
under way, and during the night we reached Malbaie.

A few hours afterwards my constables arrested Girard. I caused the witnesses, who 
might be of some use in the cause, to be brought from Point St. Pierre, and tho next 
morning sent them in a boat, in charge of Capt. Bernier, to Percé. I arrived myself dur­
ing the afternoon, in “ La Canadienne.” In the morning we had a dead calm.

The Court had been sitting since the morning, engaged with the case of Joseph Hun- 
son. Capt. Bernier and some of my sailors were called as witnesses. The Grand Jury 
found a “True Bill” against Hunson. But the Petty Jury, in spite of the most convinc­
ing proof, the Judge’s charge, and the prisoner’s own confession before me, st the Magdalen 
Islands, in my capacity as magistrate, acquitted the man, to the great surprise of all who 
had witnessed the case and heard the depositions.

As to George Girard, the depositions given before the Grand Jury established that 
he had killed Gauthier by the shot of a gun which accidentally went off and struck the 
latter, and that previous to the fatal accident there never had been any quarrel or hatred 
between Girard and Oauthier; consequently, the Jury found “No Bill" against Girard, 
who was immediately set at-liberty.

This business being concluded, we started on the aflerndou of the lôth for the north 
shore of the Gulf.

On the next day, I stepped at Shallop Creek, in the Island of Anticosti, and at night 
anchored near the eastern point. I took the census of the inhabitants of those two places, 
and ascertained that there had not been any shipwrecks on the shores of the bland since 
the spring. Q

/z
\
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SâlmoD fishing in the rivers had been less succès.-ful than the year previous, and thn 
yield a little smaller than usual. _ 1 . ..

Having left Anticosti on the morning of the 7th, we arrived on the same day in 
Kegasca Bay, ou the north shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

On.the 18th, I took the census of this place, and at the same time visited the 
fishing establishments.
f \In the spring, the cod fishing, which constitutes the uiain occupation of the inhabi- 
tantsW Kcgascn had not given half the products of the neighboring posts of Natashquan, 
and Kbcasca banks, which arc a continuation of those of Natashquan, seemed also on 
the poinNof being abandoned by the cod.

Fortunately, during a lew week- it was more productive, and, on the night preceding 
our arrival; the boats had come in with 5 to 0 drafts of codfish each.

On the same day I went to Musquaro, and on the next anchored in Wapitigun 
Harbour. »

On the 20th I visited Etamamu River, and in the evening went in a small boat to the 
Island of Watagheistio, f

On the 21st I continued my journey in the boat, and went to the River Mctagamu, 
where “ La Canadienne” came to pick me up; wc then touched at Little Mccatina and at 
Whale’s Head, and in the evening, the wind being very favorable, we continued our 
voyage, coming to an rnchor the next morning at l’Anse aux Blancs Sabolns.

At all those places where I had stopped, no occurrence had troubled the quiet and 
monotonous existence of the inhabi'ants. Cod as well as salmon fishing had given results 
sufficiently satisfactory. Two foreign schooners had visited those shores. ^

The duties of my office and those imposed upon mo by the taking of the census, de­
tained me up to the 29th in l’Anse aux Blancs Sablons and in Bradorc Bay.

As in the preceding years, I visited all the posts, and tried to collect useful informa­
tion respecting the fisheries.

There never had been seen a greater quantity of cod than this year in that part of 
the Strait of Bello Isle. Summer fishing had begun on the 20th June, and closed on the 
28th July ; and, consequently, had lasted 44 days. But out of those 44 days, on account 
of the bad weather, our fisherman could fish but thirty-four, and I may give an idea of the 
enormous quantity of cod caught in the neighborhood of l'Anse aux Blancs Sablons, 
either by our own fishermen or by those of the Nova Scotia schooners, by stating that 30 
boats employed at l’lsle it Bois by Messrs. Lc Boutillier & Bros., during that time caught 
408,257 cod.

Here follows the result of three days consecutive fishing by these boats:

1st July, caught....................................... 61,000..codfish.
2nd « “....................................... 82,146 •<
3rd « “ ..... 22,540 «

Total,........................................ 105,686 "
Many of'theae schooners had taken as many as 2,400 codfish in a single day.
Must we not, in viewing this abundant harvest, collected in so short a period and in 

so large a field of such fe tility (the Gulf of St. Lawrence), and which is produced without 
any outlay, must we not, I say, thank Providence which provides with so generous a hand a 
supply for the numerous and continuous wants of man ?

What an immense quantity of alimentary substance is contained in these 408,000 
codfish, taken in 34 days by 66 men !

And what a noble provision they form when dried in the sun by a process as simple 
as it is easy, for the foreign countries and warm climates, as well as for the coldest ; what 
wealth and what a fine and unceasing resource for our Canada, which possesses this large 
extent of sea shores, abounding every year with innumerable shoals of such fine varieties 
offish I -

On the 29th I visited the fishing establishment .pf Belles Amours, Middle Bay and 
Five leagues, and on the evening we dropped anchor at Bonne Espérance.

The cod fishery bad been very unsuccessful in these places, especially on the banks of 
Belles Amours, those of Middle Bay and Five 1 leagues ; the most successful boats having 

. then caught but 40 quintals.
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Herring was not seen in great quantity. I was engaged the whole day of the 8Uth in 
visiting the River St. Paul and the fishing establishments of Bonne Espérance.

The lessee of the St. Paul River, Mr. Chevalier, had not succeeded so well as the year 
before with his salmon fishery, and the fiihermen complained of the little success of their 
summer’s labor, which they attributed to easterly winds which had prevailed since spring.

Herring had not yet been seen in these localities.
In the afternooa I visited the Brûlée and Vieux Fort Island establishments. At 

these places fishermen had not been more successful than at Bonn? Espérance.
Bad weather obliged us to lie the whole day of the 30th under shelter of Hcrbée 

Island.
On the 1st September we started early in the morning.
I visited in my boat the Bay des Rochers and Napitippi River, and afterwards went 

to Chicataca, where I met my schooner, and in the evening we proceeded to St. Augustin.
On the 2nd I continued my visit to the Posts ; I stopped at Paccachoo, Whale's Head, 

and Kikapoe, and on the next day I brought to a close my north shore journey by visit­
ing the fishing establishments of La Tabatière, Baie Rouge (Red Bay), and La Baie des 
Moutons (Sheep Bay).

At this last place, as well as at the posts I had visited the previous days, codfishing 
had produced only middling results.

Moreover, the population inhabiting this part of the north shore incline rather to fall 
seal fishing, with standing nets made with meshes of very stroeg thread, than to other 
fisheries in use on the shore. ,

During the fall of 1861, seals did not fail to make their periodical visit to the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, passing through the Straits of Belle Isle.

As usual, they had come near the shores and passed along in large herds ; the fisher­
men would have made one of the most auccersful seasons, had it not been for the severe cold 
which impeded and nearly interrupted (heir labor. ,

It is known that this fishery is fol'owed in the month of December, nnd is sometimes 
continued till the first of January, In spite of all that, Mr. Buckle, of La Tabatière, had 
caught 700 of these amphibious animals, but his fishing is the best and most productive of 
the whole sjiore. The product of other fishermen varied between 50 and 250 seals.

These fall seals are muet of them large animals, and the thick coat of blubber covering 
their body gives them a value of from eiyht to lixteen dollars each.

By this it is seen that seal fishing as practised on the Labrador coast is an important 
branch of industry.

I had just visited the most important posts of a great part of the North shore ; my 
duties as Census Commissioner had compelled me to see a largo number of families.

I had, more than over, been in relation with the inhabitants of the North shore ; arid 
I arrived at the conviction that, with the exception of two complaints laid by Mr. Bou- 
drault, lessee of the River Kegaska, against parties for having fished in his limits without 
leave, the fishery law had been well observed, especially the clauses relating to salmon 
fishing. True friends of Canada, and all those having at heart the prosperity of the Cana­
dian fisheries, will be pleased to learn these happy results which portend for our salmon 
fisheries a most brilliant future.

Having terminated our visit to the North shote, we left Baie des Moutons on the 5th 
bound to the Magdalen Islands, and after a stormy crossing we anchored at Bryon’s Island 
on the 7th.

Mr. John White, the lessee of this island, so famed for its fine pasture grounds, excel­
lent meut, and fine butter, gave me the following information :

Codfishing had been most abundant at Bryon, as well as at Bird’s Island, during the 
whole season. Mackerel had appeared in the early part of July. About fifty American 
schooners had stopped there the whole of the summer to fish, with good success, and on the 
day of our arrival, a schooner under sail had caught a dosen barrels.

On the 8th we went to Havre aux Maiscns. During the months of July and August, 
mackerel fishing in Plaisance Bay, with the line, had been very productive to the inhabi­
tants of this port ; some of their boat»had caught as much as thirty barrels and even more. 
The wind being from the West, there were about 80 American schooners anchored under 
shelter of Entry island, all engaged in mackerel fishing. They had fished since the month 
of July off the shores of the Magdalen islands, but although, generally speaking, suocess
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fui enough, they would not realize large profita from their voyage, because their fi-h was 
not all of first rate quality, and would bring only a very low price in the Halifax and 
Boston markets.

At I’Ktang du Nord, codfishing had contiuucd to be very productive since my last
visit.

On the 9th we anchored in Amherst Harbour.
On the Sou'll side of the island, fishing was stiil giving profitable returns.
The schooners from Amherst, as well as those from Havre aux Maisons, had corne 

hack to their fitting out ports, having made very productive voyages on the North stare; 
they had all returned loaded, after an absence of rather more than two months and alialf, 
some of them had even gone away to the North shore for herring fishing.

On the 10th I was engaged in hearing one of the two oases postponed in the spring; 
Alexandre Cormier tit. Pierre Briant. Witnesses on both sides having been heard, judg­
ment was rendered on the next day-in favor of the defendant.

A suit of the same complainant against Alexandre Belleau could not ,be heard, the 
defcndaut being confined to bed by a serious wound in the foot. He has since died.

I had also to send my constables to Grindstone Island to arrest a person charged with 
a serious offence. The arrest was effected without any difficulty, but shortly afterwards 
the prisoner managed to escape, favored by a wood near to the spot where the arrest had 
taken place, and wlieie it would have been useless to follow him. But I did not lose the 
hope of taking him by surprise on my next trip to the islands. (In fact the individual in 
question was afterwards arrested and brought on board.)

On the l‘2th I was engaged hearing a complaint for assault; the accused was imme­
diately bound over to keep the peace.

On the evening of the 13th wo left Amherst Harbour for Prince Edward Island; and 
on the 15th a ichored at Rustico, on the North shore of the island.

I stopped at Rustico. a large parish inhabited by dcsoendartsof Acadians, and situated 
on the shures of Rustico Bay, in conformity with instructions received from the Hon. Mr. 
V.- nkoughnet, to take on board of “ La Canadienne ” the families of this parish disposed and 
ready to emigrate to the Township of Metapediae, in the County of Bonaventure, and to 
carry them to the mission, on Restigouche River, from which place they would have only 
fifteen miles, by a fine road, to reach the new Acadian settlements, situated at the con­
fluence of the Restigouche and Metap'diuc Rivers, in the said Township of Metapediae. •

There I had tin pleasure of meeting at the Presbytery the Reverend Mr. Belcourt, 
the celebrated Red River and Western Missionary.

This gentleman, who is engaged with the greatest seal and devotion in improving the 
position of his parishioners, takes a great interest in the question of an Acadian emigra­
tion to Canada, and especially in the emigration of the inhabitants of Rustico.

After having acknowledged the kind act of the Canadian Government towards the 
Acadians, in thus placing at their disposal one of its vessels to carry them, without any 
cost whatever, to the place where they desired to settle, Mr. Belcourt gave mo the moat 
useful information regarding the object of my mission, but telling me at the same time 
that though many families were preparing to leave Rustico this year for Metapediae, never­
theless none of them were at that moment ràfdy to embark. They were engaged in their 
harvest, and could not go before the beginning of November.

My instructions were to niako two trips to Rustico, one in the spring and the other in 
the fall ; I could not accomplish the one in the spring, on account of the many duties to 
bo performed at that time at the Magdalen islands.

The parish of Rustic) is situated on the shores of the Bay of the same name, and of 
the three rivers fulling into it.

These rivers arc of little importance ; their course does not reach far into the interior 
of the islands ; and although not navigable, they still form pretty large batins at their 
mouths. The centre of the parish is at the church, which is built near the mouth of the 
middle river upon an elevation from which is obtained a fine and extensive view of the sur- 
•Ounding country. The soil of this part of Prince Edward Island is of a reddish color, 
sandy, and generally of good quality. Nevertheless, to have fine harvests, it must be often 
manured with mud taken from the beds of the rivera at their mouths, and with sea-weed.

All kinds of grain grow well, especially oats and vegetables ; potatoes and turnips are 
also of a superior quality.

1
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The population of Rustico is about 5,200 souls, of which above 2,500 are of Acadian 
origin. These, the first proprietors of the soif, formerly lived by fishing, lumbering and 
ship-building, rather than by farming, which, for a long time, they totally neglected. But 
the fisheries not yielding of late the same profits as formerly, and the forest being ex­
hausted, the ship-building yards have been closed, and the Aeadians have abandoned their 
old pursuits, and now look to tillage as a means of subsistence. They ret about it with 
great energy and resolution, and some of them have become excellent farmers

But the population having considerably increased, found no room in the interior, all the 
lands around Rustico having been taken up by settlers from Great Britain Some of the 
inhabitants went to the west part of the island, where there were still lands to bo bought, 
but the greater part choose to remain on the lands settled by their ancestors ; and it is easy 
to conceive what the consequences of tl.is determination has been. Lots have been divided 
and subdivided between sons and grandsons, and at this momentthe majority of the inhabit 
tants of Rustico are obliged to live on small farms, which, by the hardest labnr, strictest 
economy and best regulated conduct, hardly give subsistence to the families occupy­
ing them. •

Besides, they have to pay a rent of one thilUwj nterlinj far each acre of land so occu­
pied. It is known that the Aeadians hold these lands under lease (Bjux emphytéotique») 
from English capitalists.

These are the reasons which determined a great number of Acadian families from 
Rustico and other Acadian villages of the island to emigrate to Canada last autumn. 
Twenty-five families proceeded to Metapedia—many others intend to follow very soon ; and 
before five years are passed, if they are furnished with means of transport, from 1,500 to 
2,000 Aeadians of the Island of Prince Edward will have settled on the Bay of Chaleurs.

The Acadian population of Rustico. and generally of the other Acadian parishes of the 
island, are strong, laborious, very intelligent, and of amiablo manners auroxcmplary virtue.

What a fine acquisition for the counties of the Restigonehe and Metapedia Rivers, 
where there are thousands of acres of land wai ing only for settlers to make it the finest 
and richest part of the County of Gaspé !

Let subscription lists bo opened throughout the whole of the country, and assistance 
given to the Aeadians to heff) them to emigrate to Canada, and to subsist- during the first 
years of their residence here ; especially let the wise and patriotic advice on the Rev. Mr. 
Relconrt be attended to—a man who has given proofs of so great a devotion to the Acadian 
cause. \

il have spoken a little at length of the migration of the Aeadians of Prince Edward 
d to Canada, though this may bo considered irrelevant to the subject of this report; 
but it is of such importance to the future of our fisheries that the population of the Dis­

trict of Gaspé, both fishermen and agriculturists, should increase rapidly, that I have 
thought fit to give these details, which may be useful to intending settlers in Canada, as 
well as to the friends of colonixation. I am led to do so, moreover, by the fact th in in our 
cities, apd gercrally all through Canada, the importance to our fisheries of settling the 
lands along (lie shores of the Gulf, and the tract which connects them with the main land 
of Canada, is but little considered or understood.

On the 18th I returned on board “ La Canadienne.” During my absence at Rustico, 
the schooner, which had not been able to enter the harbour for want of a sufficient depth of 
water on the bar, had been twice obliged to weigh anchor and stand out to sea, the wind 
which blew from the north and consequently full on the shore, having caused on the coast 
such a heavy swell, that the schooner could not hold on any longer to her anchors. The 
second time we prepared to sail, the starboard anchor was held so firmly below (no doubt 
caught in the rocks at the bottom) that in weighing it the chain broke at seven fathoms 
from the ring, and we lost it

We started during the night, and having a fair wind, anchored at Paspebiao in the 
evening of the 19th.

I found only five vessels in the harbor, but many others were expected from Jersey 
and English ports, which had been freighted by Paspobiac firms to take in cargoes of 
codfish.

Large quantities of ood had been brought from the North shore, and it was expected 
that the exportation of dried ood from Paspebiao would be more considerable than ever.

»



The grain harvests had been very fine ; potatoes, on the contrary, had in many places 
been subject to rot, and the inhabitants of the coast of Gaspé were, in part, deprived of 
this precious article of food. A

On the 22nd, I visited Bonaventure, and on the 28rd, Carleton and the River Resti- 
gouche. On the 24th, I went as far as Point Lagarde, with “ La Canadienne;" the west* 
wind would not allow us to go higher up the Kestigouoho. While I went up the river in 
one of my boats, I sent Captain Bernier in the other to help the constable sent by Mr. Fair, 
Magistrate of the Township of Restigouche, to carry into execution a sommai y judgment 
against five parties of the same locality, whom, up to this date, he had not dared to approach, 
on account of the threats they had made against him. The expedition succeeded admirably, 
the guilty parties were brought before Mr. Fair, and dealt with according to the rigor of the 
law. I ascended the Restigouche River up to its confluence with the River Metapediac, 
and from thence went to the new Acadian settlements. I had first to cross this last- 
named river, then after having kept close to the left shore for a mile, I took the new 
road which the Government has opened for the Acadians, and which leads to their 
settlement, situate on an immense tract of table-land, not less than six or eight hundred 
feet above the level of the waters of the Restigouche River. The road is made on the side 
of a ravine, and this circumstance greatly facilitated its construction The slope is easy of 
ascent, so that loaded carts can go up without difficulty.

On reaching the table-land, eituato between the two picturesque shores of the Resti­
gouche and Metapediac Rivers, accompanied by the Revd. Mr. Saucier, who had offered 
to go with me to the Acadiau settlements, we were struck with the fine appearance of the 
country. It was in the heart of a virgin forest, composed1 of the most valuable kinds of 
timber which Canada produced. The maple spread out its rich leaves, (so dear to a Ca­
nadian), «Ircad reddened by the fall frost. • Black birch Wâs to be seen, with its heavy 
trunk, its colorai proportions, and its knotty branches; and the cedar, towering above all 
other trees, shewed that tho soil in which they grew and out of which they were fed, was 
of the greatest richness. „

The upper as well as the sub-soil of the whole country is of a yellowish colour and quite 
free from stones. It is of a great depth, and consequently will bo of inexhaustible fertility.

Lastspring, twenty families, from Rustico were added to the five of the same parish 
already settled here. I visited many of them, and learned that they were well satisfied with 
the country, that they had great confidence in the resources it offered to the settler, and 
that they hoped to realise a happy future both for themselves and for their children. I 
was pleased to hear this, and so were all the friends of colonixation to whom I communi­
cated the fact; because it gave us hope that before long, with the assistance given by 
generous Canadians, friends of their country, we shall see this fine country bordering on 
the Restigouche and Metapediac Rivers up to the lake of the same name, completely 
settled, and then the establishments of the Bay of Chaleurs will be released from the 
isolated position in which they now are from the want of good roads leading to the settle­
ments of the Lower St. Lawrence, whilst the Acadians, attracted by the richness of the soil 
and tho certainty of finding friends there, will come in by sea, and the surplus of the 
village population, and of the old parishes of the River St. Lawrence, will also come in by 
the new road which the Government has opened from St. Flavie to Lake Metapediac. 
Government cannot be1 too highly commended and praised for having spent such large 
sums in opening colonisation roads in the district of Gaspé, a* well as on the Metapediac r 
road, which is the great channel of communication by land between the River St. Lawrence 
and the Bay of Chaleurs.

The Government is well aware that in opening roads for the settlers, it secures thereby 
the success of colonisation.

On the same day I returned on board the schooner. On the 26th we stopped at Dal- 
housie, and on the 27th we dropped anchor at Carleton.

Salmon fishing in the River Restigouche had been successful, specially on the New 
Brunswick side.

On the Canadian side no offence against the law had been committed.
On the contrary, in New Brunswick (it may be remarked here that the greater part 

of the course of the Resrigouebe River belongs to that^provinoc) according to information 
received from Mr. Dugald Stewart, Collector at Dalhousie Port, himself a proprietor of a 
salmon fishery, the fishery regulations had often been violated by the white men, as well «
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by the Indiana, although not eo often nor ao openly as in previous years, owing in many 
places on the river to neglect on the part of the overseers appointed by the magistrates 
of Dalhousie and Campbelltown to watch their proceedings ; these overseers, not being 
numerous enough, could not visit many places where the Indians went to fish with 
the spear daring the night. Moreover,the old fishery regulations were still in force. The 
magistrates of the county, assembled in general session, had, it is true, enacted new and more 
stringent one* ; but, owing to some defect in the form, they could not receive the sanction 
of the Governor of the Province, and consequently bad not been put in force. It was 
hoped, though, that they would soon become so, and distinct clauses were intended to be 
added, withjfie object of completing, as much as possible, the assimilation of the New 
Brunswick regulations with those of Canada.

It is certainly to be hoped that this result will be soon attained, and with the power 
now in the hands of the Magistrates of both Provinces, to prosecute and arrest on both 
shores all parties anting contrary to the fishery laws, illegal salmon fishing in' the Resti- 
gouche as well as in the tributaries may be effectually prevented. And in this way, only, 
can the fisheries of this large and picturesque river, the most important of the whole of 
North America, be restored to their former prosperity.

In Mr. Cook’s Division, there had been no contravention of the fishery laws, nor in 
that of Mr. Dimock, of New Richmond, where I stopped on the 28th. Wo touched at 
New Carlisle on the 29th, and on the 30th reached Caraquette. As soon as I reached that 
place, I took means to dredge for and take on board three hundred barrels of oysters, 
which I required to continue the artificial stocking of Gaspé Basin, which I had already 
commenced. The oysters bad to be carried on board “ La Canadienne” immediately after 
being taken, and our load being completed, we had to proceed to Gaspé with the greatest 
possible speed.

For this purpose, I told Cspt. Bernier to hire four large fishing boats, with which, on 
the 1st of October, he went to the oyster beds of Crraquette, situate about six miles from 
the place where “ La Canadienne” lay. On reaching that place, he hired all the fishing 
boats he could get, and befoie night the three hundred barrels of oysters were raised by 
the dredge. At seven o’clock at night, the first loaded boat was alongside “ La Canadienne 
die others soon followed. All the schooner’s sailors then set to work with such seal, that 
before midnight, two hundred barrels of oysters had been shifted from the boats to the 
vessel’s hold, by means of pails filled by wooden shovels and passed from hand to hand. 
Great precautions were taken to hurt the oysters as little as possible.

For ths success of the work I had undertaken the year previous and was now conti­
nuing, it was important to lay on the new beds oysters Having all their strength, and which 
had not been exposed to any accidents affecting their vitality. It ie known that, when ao 
oyster, having its shell injured, loses the liquor contained in it, which is necessary lor its 
respiration, it soon dies. The remainder of the oysters were put on board on the morning 
of the 2nd At noon, we weighed anchor, and hit CaraqueVc Bay, favoied with a light 
westerly breese. In the afternoon, we weie detained some time by calm weather off 
Shippagan, but at night, a fair wind prevailed, and we started, full sail, towards Gaspé.

On the following day, in the morning, wc arrived at the entrance of Ga>pé Bay, 
where we were detained a few boors by calm weather; then there came a north-west 
wind, with the aid of which we entered Gaspé Basin at 6 p m.

Early in the morning of the 4th, 1 caused the planting of the oysters to be commenced 
at Gwpé Basin, and in the neighbourhood of the beds already made there. I conducted the 
operations in the following manner :—

Barrels of oysters were filled itrlhe bold, (taking care not to spoil them), by means of 
tackle they were hoisted on deck, from which they were put in s lighter, fastened along­
side the schooner. This being filled, (it held about fifty barrels), it was towed on the 
banka set apart by me, and previously milked with buoys ; then the oysters were emptied 

4 into the water, care being taken to constantly change the position of the barge, in order 
that the cystcrs might every where cover the bottom equally, and before the night was 
over, two hundred barrels of oysters had been put into the water, in tl e manner already 
described.

On the 6th, before tea in the morning, the remainder of the oysters had been laid on 
die beds, les filée» barrels, which I kept to toy a new method of forming oyster-beds,



which consisted in piecing them op frnrdles, which are sunk to the bottom of the water by 
means of heavy stones. *“

Capt. Bernier, who bad-conducted the work of transporting and placing the oysters, 
got a hurdle made^L-th'c required sise, and after having covered it with the oysters kept 
in 111 m i I he wltoli was laid under water, and kept at the bottom in the manner above

It is scarcely necessary to mention that the plaoes where these new opter bods have 
been laid arc marked out with anchors and posts placed on Mr. Le Boutillier’s farm, oppo­
site the spot where they are situated.

These operations had been conducted under ciroumstanoee which give promise of cer­
tain success. The oysters hat been taken and placed on board the eehooner with great 
care and with the least possible delay ; the journey from Caraquette to Gaspé had been 
performed with rapidity in spite of calms and contrary winds ; so that two hundred and 
twenty barrels of oysters had been placed on the Gaspé Banks within 60 to 72 hours after 
leaving the Bay of Caraquette, and the remainder leas than eighteen hours afterwards. 
My Operations had been attended with a better chance of success than in 1859, as experi­
ence had taught me the precautions necessary to be taken to keep the optern sound ; those 
now planted had been less litre out of their native element.

This being over, I proceeded to examine the oyster beds formed in 1859. I canned 
the grounds marked out by the anchors to be dredged1, but the dredge, being suitable only 
for a rocky bottom, was too light for that, and I aid not succeed. Nevertheless, eighty 
oysters, of which one-fourth were living, and seemed to be in the best possible condition, 
were drawn out of the bottom. They were fiat, white and venr fresh. They had lost 
nothing of the delicate taste of the Caraquette optera ; far frodMt : we who tasted them— 
some of the principal people of Gaspé Basin and mpelt—found^at they were, if not i 
rior, at lea-t equal to any other oyster. They seemed to have increased in sise.

I obtained still more satisfactory results on the 9th of August, wnen I oaipyl the 
same banks to be dredged Out of 40 optera which we Ashed up, 18 were livingjpnd we 
fancied we saw small optera on many of them, which showed that the cet of repSMuction 
had been accomplished, although on a limited scale. It is very likely that, sûlr having 
been moved and taken away from their natural plaoe, and transferred to a stradgh bottom, 
where the soil is a little different from that on which they previously existed, oysters, for 
the first year, will reproduce only limited quantities.

But the most important fact to establish was this : can oysters live on some points of 
our shores ? Well, this fact has been proved in a certain and authentic manner, since 15 
to 20 per cent, at least of the Optera placed in Gaspé Basie in 1859 have been found liv­
ing two years afterwards.

And being alive, they are sure to reproduce. Nothing is easier for opters, when in 
suitable places, as they are hermaphrodites.

My impression is, that the reason why we found so little spat en the opters, is that it 
found nothing to attach itself to, besides the opters themselves, which are but few in 
number, and that a good deal was carried off by the current to other parts of Gaspé Bay.

To obviate this, I intend to cover the opter tods with small branches of birch, which 
will be kept at the bottom by small stones.

The spat, issuing from the oyster, will attach itself to them by means of the vieoid 
matter which encloses it at this period of its existence.

• As to those I had placed on a'feurdle, the spat issuing from them will attach itself to 
the small rods fixed to the cross stieqs, and they will not have to to covered with branches.

Furthermore, by examining the oyster-beds every year, with a dredge adapted to the 
bottoms where they are laid, and observing carefully the condition of the different beds, it , 
will to soon found which is the beet sptem to adopt, in order to obtain the rapid develop­
ment of the Gaspé artificial opter grounds.

Daring this visit to Gaspé Basin, I was engaged in hearing a complaint of a captain 
against one of his sailors, who had been guilty or assaulting the second officer on board. 
The accused wye brought before me, and the offence haring been proved, he was con­
demned, in accordsnoe with the Mercantile Mânes Imperial Act, to be imprisoned for 
eight weeks, and I gave him in charge to one of my constables, Mil he could to taken to 
jail. Nothing else occurred during my visit to Oaspd Basin.

In the morning of the 9th we set sail, and in the eight arrived at PWeéi The pri-



«oner m delivered to the jailer of the place, and duriqg the night we etarted for Antieoeti.
In the evening of the 10th.. we dropped anchor/under shelter of the light-houee of 

the «onth-weet point of the Island. I nettled the queeti m'of the salmon fishery licenses of 
this Island with Mr. Corbett, in conformity with the instructions received to that effect ; 
and as he is the representative of the proprietor of the Seigniory of the Island of Antieoeti, 
I gave him a license for all the fisheries, except a small one, on the shore, on the south­
west bay, which Mr. Boast had leased the year wefore.

The fishery regulations, eepeeially those relating to salmon fisheriee, had been strietly 
observed in the rivers of the Island.

On the same night we set mil towards Ellis or Gamache Bay, where we arrived at 
noon the next day. /

Taking the eensus was my only businese there, and there was but one family, that of
inc Keeper ok we provieion uupuv wuiou we uruveriimeuti Keep» were w relieve snip*
wrecked persons.

In the evening we touched at the light-house at the west point of the island, and theIn the evening we touched at the light-honae at the west point of the island, and the 
keeper, Mr. Ballantyne, gave me the following information :

Codfish, which had been seen on the banks outside tho light-house point, had been 
more abundant this year than ever. They began to appear in the month of May, and were 
still plentiful.

American schooners had been able to obtain full cargoes in the short space of from 
three to four weeks, and the Long Point fishermen from Mingan had also come there to 
fish before the eod made ite appearance on the North Shore. But as the lessee of the island 
would not allow them to make permanent establithmentt on the island, they were restricted 
te the beach, and obliged to build their huts and drying-housee with wood brought from 
the North Shore. It is roueh to be regretted by all who are interested in the prosperity of 
our ees-fisheriee, that the Island of Antieosti, measuring 48 geographical miles in length 
by 11 iu breadth, with 285 milee of chore, around which swarms, at different seasons of the 
year, codfish, mackerel, halibut and even herring, is not public property, or even that the 
Canadian fishermen should not have the liberty of making on the shores permanent estab­
lishments to be used in the taking and cuiing of the different kinda of fish above-named : 
the proprietors of the island not fishing themselves, and the lessee being engaged only in 
salmon fishing and hunting for furs. A part of the resources of this island are thus lost 
to the country. I feel sure that if our fishermen -Jfel been able to settle there without 
paying onerous dues to the seigniors or to the lees* this large island would have long 
since been iohabited. . S

On the same night we left the west point of théfB»odl and steered towards the north. 
We crossed Antieoeti channel in a short time, favoAd with a strong south-east wind, 
increasing at every moment ; but on reaching the north coast, we could not anchor on 
account of the heavy swell on the shore. We hove to for the night On the next day we 
had a strong gale from the east, and consequently it wis of no nee to think of reaching 
Mingan, which was our destination. We were therefore under the necessity of seeking 
shelter in the Bay of Seven Islands, where we arrived at half-past twelve at night. Mr. 
Smith, the collector of the port, told me that more than 120 schooners, either going for 
cargoes or to trade within the limite df the free port of Gaapé to Labrador or Newfound­
land, bad come there to make their entry and get their oleeranee.

Thic was certainly a large number of vessels for the list year of the establishment of 
the Port of Seven Islands, and from this circumstance wo may foresee » great increase of 
the trade of the north shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence and of Newfoundland with 
Canada.

Cod-fiehiog at Seven Islands had been successful with the few vessels which had spent 
the summer there, as they had taken about 100 quintals each.

On the morning of the 14th, we went out of the Bay of Seven Islands with a strong 
westerly breeae. My iateetien waa to put in at the River Moieie, bet on aeeoent of the 
heavy sea, it was useless to thiek of it, neither eould I visit the intermediate poets between 
that river and Miagan, the Sheldrake, Thunder and Magpie Rivers. The wind had 
freshened towards the middle of the day, and had bee we a regular gale, giving us a very 
fast trip to Mingan, where we aoehored at eioe ML, having made 100 milee in ten hours.

Pour vessels were ia the Pert ef Mingan, loading dried eed-fieh for foreign countries, 
principally for Ike Ins of Robin A Oo., and many other schooners or brigs had already left
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loaded with cargoes of the seme article. Mingan Harbor ia well located to be need aa a 
centre for the fish trade for the north shore,,being easy of access and very safe for vessels 
of the largest tonnage ; wood and water being aleo eaaily obtained. The Hudson's Bay 
Company kfcep an establishment there, with a store well stocked with goods and provisions 
of all kinds ; and thia harbour, which, until a few years ago, was used only by fishing and 
coasting boats, promises to become before long a port of considerable importance ; especially 
if the increase in fishing establishments on the north shore, between Mingan and Seven 
Islands, continue to grow at the same rate as during the last five years.

It ia unnecessary to remark that salmon was abundant in Mingan River, aa no nett had 
been set.

On the 16th, we went to Esquimaux Point. The village built on that point already 
numbers 87 Acadian families, from the Magdalen Islands. There is a Catholic church 
and a resident priest, and it ia intended to open a school there shortly. The fishermen of 
the place had been very suooeesiul since their establishment there. They are engaged in 
seal hunting on the fioating ice of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the cod and the herring 
fisheries. There are no large fisheries near Esquimaux Point, but the harbour is excellent, 
and fresh water aa well aa wood are found in abundance. Thia village must increase rapidly 
if the fiaheries continue to be aa good as they have been for a few years past.

On the 17th, an easterly wind began to blow, and forced us to abandon the idea of 
going to Natashquan, which I had intended to visit. We therefore returned to Mingan, 
and towards tie evening anchored at Long Point, where my services had been required.

In feet, a -complaint for robbery, and another for receiving stolen goods, were, the 
next day, laid before me by Mr. Hamilton. 1 immediately issued warrants for the arrest 
of the parties accused, and they were brought on board. In their presence I took the de­
positions of many persona who poeeessed some knowledge of the case, and who proved the 
charge against the prisoners. The theft being of an article of small value I was willing 
to admit them to bail, and it waa only on their refusal to produce cuffioient securities, that 
I committed them to Pereé Jail, to be from thence transferred to that of Quebec.

Towards night, another complaint waa laid before me, for aacault and battery. 
The accused was brought on board, but it being rather late, I could not settle the ease 
that day. On the following morning, witnesses were heard, and proved that a serious 
assault had been committed by the prisoner against an inoffensive person, and I fined him 
in the highest penalty provided for in such ease. The prisoner, being either unwilling 
or unable to pay the fine imposed, I wan obliged to keep him on board and commit him to 
Pereé.

Thia buaineee being concluded, we weighed anchor at eleven A.M., bound for Gaspé. 
We wore at first favored by the wind, but it Boon became unfavorable.

During the whole day we ran to the south shore, but at night-foil we tacked while off 
Great Etang. About the middle of the next day a fair weeterly breese arose and brought 
us to Pereé at one P.M.

Ou the nest day I sent the prisoners with n guard to the Common Jail.
During the day, I visited the fishing establishments. For a few weeks there had been 

complainte on the coast of the severity of the season Strong easterly winds, freouent 
rains and fog, which nearly always follows east or south-east winds, had interrupted the 
labours of our fishermen ; it was all they could do to go to the nearest banks and fish there 
for some days. Vessels were drawn up*on the beaeh above high-water mark, and fishing 
utensils put under shelter in sheds. It vu just as if all the fishing works were brought 
to a close for the year, st:)l cod fish seemed to be abundant on the shores. As to bait it 

' was scarce, but some might still be obtained at the entrance of the small rivers.
For a long while Percé and its neighborhood had not been visited by United States 

eehooners. Moreover, a smaller number than usual had been there during the summer.
At night we took advantage of a fresh easterly wind to make sail for the Magdalen 

Inlands, where we anchored the following night under shelter of Cape aux Meules.
On the 28rd, the prisoner who had escaped at my last trip was brought before me; I 

took cognisance of the eece, and admitted the prisoner tombai! to appear at the next Criminal 
Court.

I visited L'Btaag du Nord, and received the meet satisfactory information respecting 
the summer end end mackerel fishing. It ia known that at this season of the year this last 
fish is in all He prime, and that its value is three times greater than in the spring. Each
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boat belonging to the port bad taken 100 quintals of codfish, and from twenty to twenty- 
five barrels of mackerel.

This was a fine and rich harvest, and the land had not been less propitious. Wheat 
and other grain had been grown of superior quality ; hay had been very abundant. Po­
tatoes only had suffered from the disease peculiar to that root.

On the 24th, I went to Havre aux Maisons, which I found nearly deserted. The 
schooners had left it with cargoes, some for Halifax, others for Quebec. The small dried 
cod, ef second quality, are generally taken to Halifax for sale in the West India market.

The dry cod of large sise, and those taken late in the season and salted in barrels, are 
especially suited for the Quebec market.

On the"25th, I visited Amherst Island. Our fishermen of the Basin and Mill con­
tinued to reap an abundant harvest in the waters south of the ls'and, when the weather 
allowed them to put out to sea. Through the whole of the Island there had been an ex­
cellent crop of grain and hay. In the evening, after having brought to a close all my 
business at the Islands, I gave tho order to make sail. Wo weighed anchor at eleven 
Oi’clock at night, and at eight the following evening, after a fast though stormy trip, we 
tqcbored at Percg. Nothing worthy of remark had occurred since my last visit.
/ ' The next day, at five in the afternoon, we started for Paspobiac, where wo arrived 
during the night.

Paspebiao Harbor was better filled than on my last visit. Fourteen vessels, of which 
more than one half were barks and brigs, were displaying their high masts, their taut 
rigging and their long spars. Some were already loaded and waiting only for a westerly 
wind to fire the parting gun. Some others, with their inclined masts, showed that they 
had only taken in a part of their cargo ; others bad just arrived from Europe, and had 
nearly all their full cargo, consisting of dry goods, groceries, Holland gin, and especially salt.

A number of It oats were brought down neasly level with the water by the weight of 
their cargoes, some going from the wharves to the vessels, others returning; some urged 
onward by a favortble breese, and others, obeying the impulse of oars worked by stout 
arms. Paspebiao displayed, on every side, unmistakable signs of commercial activity 
vindicating its claim to be considered as the business centre of the Bay of Chaleurs

The easterly wind which had brought us there, had become by the next day a regular

Sle, accompanied with heavy rain. The sea had become very rough in-,the harbour, al- 
ough well sheltered from the westerly winds, and the boats and small craft could not 

make their appearance there any more.
During the afternoon, Capt. Charles Stuart’s whaling schooner, after having lost, in 

Percé Harbour, her two anchors, had run before the storm sixty miles, and was now seen 
in the offing, with her flag firing as a signal of distress.

I immediately sent my long boat, under the command of Çapt. Bernier, to her assist- 
an ce, and notwithstanding the heavy sea, which threatened to swallow up the light craft, 
he succeeded in conveying to them one of our spare anchors and in mooring her in safety. 
On the same day, four other schooners came to take-shelter under Paspebiao Point ; they 
reported that the storm was extremely violent outsyle.

The wind having abated on the 80th, we started for Carleton, where we arrived at 
night On the 81st, I visited Magouaeha and Dalhonsie, in order to meet the overseer of, 
Reetigouche River. He told me that no breach of the fishery laws had been committed in 

i his division since my last visit, and by his annual returns showed me that the River Risti- 
gouche had given this year 60 barrels of salmon more than last year.
\ On the 1st November, we left Magouaeha, and during the night arrived at New Car­
lisle, where for want of a wind, we were compelled to pass the night. On the following 
day, we were ready to start for Percé and Gaspé. and from thence intended proceeding on 
to Quebec, when an easterly wind arose, and soon became a storm which blew with more 
or less force aed violence up to the 5th. During the whole of this time, the sea had been 
very heavy and the weather squally all over the Bay of Chaleurs, and with such weather, 
no sailing vessel eould think ot starting. At lut the weather cleared, ànd about nightfall on 
the 6tb, a light north-westerly breese sprang up. We lost no time in weighing anchor, 
and retting full nail with the favorable breese ; but soon afterwards calm weather agai* set 
is, when we had only made about 80 miles towards Pereé, and by the morning of the next 
day, the eurrent had driven us abreast ef Now Carlisle, that is to my, four miles further 
than the plane we had left the night previous ; the eouth-euterly wind beginning to blow,
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we could do nothing but to tack the whole day. During the night the wind shifted to the 
north-west, and at 0 o’clock the next morning, we were at Port Daniel ; but the wind 
changed to the north-east, and at noon the Storm set in, accompanied with rain and enow 
Nevertheless, we continued on to Percé, by tacking, and on the 8th, favored by a westerly 
wind, We anchored in Percé harbour, when with great difficulty, I landed, the aea rolling 
in with such force that it covered the shore every moment with heavy breakers.

I paid a last visit to the fishing posta at this place, and at night we continued our 
voyage to Gaspé, where we arrived on the morning of the next day.

On the 10th, all our preparations to leave for Quebec were completed. Wo waited *' 
only for a favorable breexe to enable us to get out of Gaspé Bay, and the easterly winds 
had been s.> constant during the previous three weeks that wo had every reason to nope for 
a change, that is to say, westerly winds; but in vain. The wind again blew from the east 
and south, and almost every day up to the moment of our leaving Gaspé, we had rain or 
snow.

In the afternoon, the mate id the schooner “ Royal Middy,” from Montreal, bound 
to Liverpool, with a cargo of 80,000 bushels of Indian corn, came to request my assistance.
She was a three-masted veasel, of more than 400 tons burthen, and had lost her mixen 
mast off Anticosti a few days before. After having been driven about by the sea and 
drifted towards the south shore of the Gulf, she had been obliged to anchor off Fox River, 
where the captain had landed ; he was not able to return on board, and the vessel had got 
under sail during the night, under the command of the mate. The vessel being no longer 
able to stand the sea, had hoisted a signal of distress, snd called for help on Capt. Desjar­
dins, of the schooner “ Hémédyne,” with which she fell in, and he towed her into Gaspé 
Bay. I promised the officers of tho “ lioy a I Middy " all the help I could give them, and 
the next day my captait: assisted Capt. Desjardins to tow the “Royal Middy" into Gaspé 
Basin and to anchor her there in safely.

On the 12th, one of the officers of the schoony came and lodged a complaint against 
one of hie sailors who had assaulied him, and had beaten and hurt him in the «ce; I caused 
the accused to be immediately brought on board by issuing a warrant, and night having 
como on, the hearing of the cnee/was postponed till the next day.

The same night, Capt. Davison, of the “ Royal Middy” came on board to claim pro­
tection and assistance. Some of his men refused to obey him and threatened open mutiny. 
Already they had refused to work, and when he spoke of discharging them (the schooner, 
opt being able to keep at sea, had to be put into winter quarters) they would not hear of 
such an arrangement. I promised to help him aa much as I could, and requested him to 
make immediate preparations to lay his vessel up for the winter and discharge his men, as 
we had toaail with the first favorable wind.

On the morning of the 13th, the trial of the sailor of the “ Royal Middy" took place 
before me. Witnesses were heard on both sides, and tho offence being duly proved, I fined 
the accused ten dollar-, which were paid the same evening After that, I went with Capt. 
Davison and Mr. John Eden, Lloyd’s Agent,on board the “Royal Middy,”and succeeded, 
after much talking, in concluding satisfactory arrangements with the sailors, and on the 
same night they were discharged, paid, and on board “La Canadienne:" I promising to 
give them a passage to Quebec, as there was no other vessel going to that port thia fall.

On the following night we had a north-west wind, and the day after, at day-break, we 
got ready to start for Quebec. .1 had only to touch at Douglas town and Mal Unie. I stopped 
one hour at the first named place, and when we arrived at Malbaie, a little before noon, the 
wind bad shifted to the north-east and right in our teeth. Besides, it was raining very hard.

Towards night, the wind being east, we took advantage of it to start immediately for 
Quebec; we tacked for a while, in order to double Capo Gaspé, and were already pretty 
near it, when about midnight a squall from the north west, accompanied with rain and hail, 
met us ; nevertheless, we tried to contend for a while against the wind and sea, but in the 
morning, we were obliged to give it up and to come again under shelter of Malbaie Point.

From the 16th up to the 23rd, the winds were always north-north-west, north and 
north-east, with daily stonns.

The weather was very cold ; we had hard froete every night, and the aspect of the 
neighboring country already covered with a deep enow, shewed that winter had set is; and 
to give an idea of the bad weather we had had since the fall, I may mention the fleet that 
from the let of October to the 16th of November it had rained 29 daft. Notwithstand-
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iog, navigation wm (till open, and with forty-eight boors of a good wind, we should be able 
to reach Quebec.

On the 16th I went to Percé for biscuit and coal, two very necessary articles, the 
want of which we were beginning to feel.

On the 19th, favored with a north-westerly wind, we got ready and started a second 
time for Quebec ; but when near Point 8t Peter, a gale came on from the north and obliged 
us to put back and anchor a second time at Mal baie.

In the afternoon of the 28rd, the north-east wind began to abate, and there being a 
promising appearance of a change of weather, we put out to sea; this time we were not 
disappointed, for about five in the afternoon a favorable east wind set in, of which wo pro­
fited so far that in the morning of the next day, at 11 o'clock, we were already at Seven 
Itiandi, that ia to say, we had performed half of the voyage between Malbaie and Quebec.

I put in at Seven Irlande for the purpose of taking on board Mr. Smith, the collector 
of the port, whom I hpd received instructions to carryback to Quebec at the close of the 
season.

This gentleman lost no time in coming on board and at a quarter past twelve we again 
set sail with a splendid 'easterly breese, the most favorable wind we oould expect ; fine 
clear weather, and nothing whatever to indicate a snow-storm.

But we had not made more than thirty miles, when the wind had changed into a furious 
storm, and the snow was falling thick and fast, completely obstructing the view of the 
North Shore on out starboard beam.

We took all the precaution? usual in such eases. All the sails were taken in except 
the fore-sail and jib, which jte continued to carry after having taken two reefs iu it Our 
course which was at first south-west-qoarter-west, was altered to the south-west, so as to 
keep farther of the North Shore. We were proceeding without fear or anxiety, the offi­
cers and sailors were on deck ready to execute whatever circumstances might require ; we 
were running ata rate of from 7 to 7.i knots an hour.

At 6 o’clock at night the storm was increasing and it continued to snow. The night 
was very dark ; nothing could be seen at a dirance of ten feet ; our course was ascertained. 
We calculated we were fgpm 10 to,12 miles from the North Shore, and from 12 to 16 miles 
from Point des Monts. We kept on ou^oourse with a feeling of security still towards the 
south-west, which would bring us near Cape Balance, on the south shore of the river if our 
compass was right, and there was nothing to indicate incorrecte en.

Suddenly, about half-past six, and without having seen the breakers, although there 
were two men on the look-out at the bow of the schooner, she was lifted up by a terrible 
sea and thrown upon the rocks, upon which she, nevertheless, slid, receiving, however, 
shocks which shook her from keel to mast-head. She was soon thrown on her side, and the 
keel torn away, and she began to fill. The seas struck the larboard side with extreffie 
violence, and flew more than forty feet over the bulwarks. The Captain had ordered the 
helm to be put hard up the moment the schooner struck, but she no longer obeyed her 
helm. The sailors were ordered to hold on by the rigging, as the waves breaking over the 
vessel, they ran the risk of being swept away. The acnooner still yielded to the wind, and 
each wave lifted her and let her fall again upon the rocks, bringing her nearer and nearer 
to the shore. We did not know precisely where we were. Allât once, we saw land. It 
was trees, and we were not a hundred yards from them. Thé darkness of the night and 
the falling snow, still as thick as ever, had prevented us from Seeing it sooner. From the 
moment the schooner struck the first time to the moment we saw tne land, about twenty 
minute» had elapsed ; but those minutes seemed like hours for us. It was as cold as in 
winter, and the wind, far from abating, was still increasing. At each heavy sea, the schooner 
would go nearer and nearer to the beach, which we discovered to he sandy. As the tide 
was going down, we felt sure that we should be able to land in a few hours In fact, at 
about eight o’clock, I got some of the men ashore by means of a yard that we pushed to the 
beach. These helped the others, and at length all the crew were landed, thanking Provi­
dence for having been preserved from the great danger to which they had been exposed. 
We spent the night in the woods, around a great fire that we were fortunate enough to 
light.

On the following day, we found out that we were about two miles lower than the 
Cariboo Islets.

/
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In the afternoon, at low tide, we began to dismantle the schooner, and to put the 
oablea, sails and tackle safely ashore. We were engaged at this work for three days.

On tho 28th, we left the Cariboo Islets for Point des Monts. Before leaving the 
schooner, 1 made, with Capt. Bernier, a detailed inspection of her, and she was then in the 
following state :—Lying on her starboard side, on a fine sand bed, at about 60 yards from 
the shore, which is low and covered with trees. Since the night of the wreck, a sand bank 
had been formed between the schooner and the beach, being already higher than her water­
line. The stem and stern had received no damage whatever, the rudder had been moved 
about six inches but without damage. On the starboard side, the ship’s timbers appeared 
as firm as before tho accident ; no opening was perceptible, and we oould not observe any 
alteration in the decks or cross-beams of this side of the schooner. On the starboard side 
it was not so. This side had received such violent shocks on the rocks that it had given 
in a little, and was lifted up in the middle about six or eight inches. The caulking in some 
of the seams was displaced, but the seams themselves were not opened. A part of the keel 
had been carried away as above mentioned, and it was owing to the absence of this piece of 
wood forming the keel' that the schooner had filled. The masts and standing rigging had 
not suffered, and all the running rigging, the sails and tackle belonging to the schooner had 
been put ashore in order.

Before leaving, I chose one of my best sailors as guirdian of the schooner, and he 
received instructions to take the greatest care of the goods givsn him in charge. I have 
but to add that tho accident which befel us, and which we oould neither foresee nor prevent, 
oould only be attributed to the deviation of our compass, occasioned by the electrical state 
of tho atmosphere during a snow storm ; our course having boon the only right one.

On the 29th, we took advantage of fine weather to cross the river in two boats, from 
Point des Monts to Petit Matane, where we landed at 7 p. m.

On the 6th of December, the crew arrived in Quebec ; on the 6th and 7th, they were 
paid off and discharged.

REMARKS ON THE CANADIAN FISHERIES OF THE GULF.

The result of our fisheries has been generally very successful ; if the market price 
had been as high as in ordinary years, the profit would have been great. Unfortunately, 
owing to the civil war in the United States, prions have been low, especially for salmon and 
small dried oodfish.

I shall speak of the fisheries separately, shewing the product of each, beginning with 
the cod-fishery, the most important

OOD FISHING.
1

This fishery is known to be one of the most important carried on in the Gulf, ns we 
as one of the most remunerative. It affords employment to thousands of people, together 
with an abundant supply of the cheapest and most wholesome kind of food. Hundreds of 
schooners and thousands of boats are engaged in it, and the conveyance of its products to 
the home or foreign markets supplies freight to many ships, gives occupation to the ship­
builder, and with him, to many other artisans who supply the rigging and equipments of 
ell kinds, as well as to the hands which manufacture lines and nets—no slight field for 
Canadian industry, inasmuch as it will in time give rise to a new branch of agriculture, 
namely, the cultivation of hemp, to which our soil and elimate are admirably adapted.

God-fishing is divided into summer and fall fishing. The former begins with the 
opening of the navigation, and lasts till the 15th of August. The fish is sun-dried for the 
foreign market The latter, or fall fishing, gives a better article than the first, the fish 
being fatter and the flesh firmer; but instead of being dried it is either pickled or more 
usually dry-salted in empty flour barrels, and often only when in store; after which various 
forms of preparation it reach as the consumer.

Generally speaking, eod-fiehing has been suoeeesful on our shores, although in seme 
few places it has fhiled, these being exceptional ; whilst in the most celebrated Ashing



I places, such as l’Anee aux Blanca Sablons, Natashquan, Moisie, Percé and elsewhere, the 
cod was most abundant The small fish, such as caplin and launce, which are the food of 
the cod in their periodical migration to our ehorea, urged by the strong instinct of eon- 
tinning their species, and which likewise serre as bait for our fishermen, were also 
abundant. Accordingly, while the fishermen had large hauls of this fine fish on the shores 
of the Gulf, on the eastern coast of Newfoundland, on the Great Bank and other gronnde, 
and at the mouth of the Gulf there were scarcely any fish.

It is rery difficult to supply a reason for this. Are we to suppose that the shoals of 
cod coming from the depths of the ocean w from the Arctic seas hare failed to find the 
food and other conditions which they require f Was there a deficiency of their usual sub­
sistence ? Or are we to conclude that the caplin and the launce, which also resort to our 
shores for the purpose of spawning, to return to the sea after the fulfilment of their mission, 
baye deviated from their ordinary track, this year, and made their way through both 
entrances of tie Gulf, at the same time, without pausing on the Banks within a hundred 
leagues of the river, drawing after them the cod of which they are the natural prey ? The 
last hypothesis is, in my opinion, the true one; for wherever we find the capelin and the 
launce, especially the former, we are almost sure to find the ood, after the interval of a few

early in tnedays. Un the coast of Uaspé, the caplin, which had made its ai 
season, left the shore at the end of June. But for this the cod fisl would• season, left the shore at the end of June. But for this the cod-fishery would have been 
the most successful known in thirty or forty years. Unluckily, as the fish for bait fell 
short, the fishermen were obliged to remain inactive while the cod vu still abundant on 
the banks, and none but those who succeeded in obtaining muscles and shell-fish of the 
molluscous kind, dug up from the sand and mud of the beach, were able to continue their 
occupation successfully.

In the present year, the shoelsof codfish seem to have frequented our sboree in greater 
numbers than ever, and were caught in greater or smaller quantities on the north shore, 
from l’Anee aux Blancs Sablons to 8t. Nicholas Harbour. On the south shore codfish was 
abundant at Matane, Metis and as for as Bimouaki. The same at the Bay of Chaleurs, 

| where the fish were abundant as high up even as Carleton.
The places where codfish has been the meet scarce this year are Belles Amours, 8al- 

Lmon Bay. the Dog Islands, and Gaspé Bay.
Product of summer fishery, about 186,000 quin tala, of which 180,000 were exported 

to Brasil, Spain and Italy, and the remainder to Halifax. Total value, $406,000.
[ The fall fishing at first promised to be very abundant The Banks nesr shore were 
I covered with cod; squid was abundant; and fishermen, with their peculiar hook, called 
“ Turlutta," the people oould easily, in one night, snake ample provision of bait for next 

i day's fishing. During the first weeks the fishing was good, but immediately afterwards 
( galea and stormy weather set in, which were this year unusually heavy, and aooompaeied 

with torrents of rain, fogs and enow. These were perilous obstacles to the prosecution of 
their labours, lasting from the beginning of October to the close of the season. They 
oould, therefore rarely venture out, being, while at sea, exposed to the greatest dangers. 
The boats in use on our coest ate but trail, though well modelled, to encounter heavy seas, 
and well handled by their crews; they are about twenty to twenty-two feet keel and un­
docked, and in such bouts our hardy.fishermen go out sometimes tee leagues from shore. 
I need not say they often run greet risks, and that their puisuit is a rough aed arduous 
one in the autumn. It is then evident that, under these circumstances, the fall fishing 
was not no productive as in previous yearn.

From the informations received, I estimate the take to be 15,000 quintals. Value, 
$46,000.

The autumn fishery fell short, therefore, of the yield of former years, and the markets 
were visibly affected by the eoaroity of this fine fish, which, in its green state, is principally 
retailed in the country parts, forming a staple artiele of the food of the Catholic population, 
during the season of Lent.

HBUUNQ riSHXUT.

(Thu fishery is alio divided into spring and fall fishing. The first is made during the 
mouth of May, with nets and seines set In shallow water, near the Banks whers herring
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come to «pawn. The fish is lean at this time of the year, nearly one-fifth of the whole) 
weight of their bodies being composed of eggs in the females and of melt in the males ; but 
it nevertheless constitutes one of the greatest sources of exportation for hot climates, where 
it keeps, pickled, for a very long time ; and we must bear in mind that this source of wealth 
is inexhaustible.

The principal places for herring fishing are the Magdalen Islands, the Bay of Plaisance, 
La Grande Entrée, sometimes l’Etang du Nord, the Bay of Chaleurs, Bouaventure, Vesca­
ped ia Bay, on the New Richmond side as well as on the Maria side, and Carleton Bay. To 
these might be added Port Daniel and the Bay of the Seven Islands, where for a few years 
past a great quantity of this fish has been taken, either with the seine, net, or hurdle fishery.

On the Gsspé coast, herring appears about the month of May; it is then used as bait, 
although a few barrels are sent to market or kept for winter use. I have already explained, 
in my report, the cause of failure of the herring fishery at Magdalen Islands, but still a 
greater nunibèr of schooners than ever—nearly 800—having resorted there, the fishing 
yielded, in the bay, from 40,000 to 60,000 barrels. On the remainder of our shores, the 
fishing gave from 7000 to 8000 barrais.

The fall herring,—that delicious fish called Labrador herring,—for what reason I v 
cannot imagine, visits only the north shore, and keeps near the Straits of Belle Isle. It I 
appears at the end of August, and continues till the end of October. /

Is this fish the same herring which, after having fattened in the gulf, returns to the 
Ocean by the Straits of Belle Isle, nearing the shores in the meantime ; or is it another 
species of the same family ? This point has not yet been decided by American naturalists; 
although the last hypothesis seems to be the correct one, the fish not being exactly similar 
to the spring herring.

Fall herring visits the shores of Newfoundland as well as those of Labrador, from 
l'Anse aux Blancs Sablons to Cape Charles, and many hundred miles further up. Some­
times it abounds on the north shore, and then it is scarce at Newfoundland, and vice vena.

With large seines of sometimes 160 fathoms in length by 10 to 12 in breadth in the 
middle, and favorable weather, as much as 800, 600, and 800 barrels of herring are caught.
If favorable weather will allow, the fish to be left in the seine, it may be taken away with 
a smaller seine from the larger one.

This fish must be dressed immediately : it does not keep long when out of water. 
After having been well cured and washed, it must be salted with great care, in water-tight 
barrels, or else it would aoquire a rancid taste. A barrel of Labrador herring, well kept, 
is always worth fiom four to five dollars.

What an immense source of wealth is this fishery ! When one refleets that as much 
as from 600 to 800 barrels of herring, of the first quality, are caught in one single haul of 
the seine, an4 in the space of one hour at the most 1 I have seen myself, in 1864, a seine 
set by Nova Scotia fishermen, after having been five days in the water, drawn out with 800 ' 
barrels of herring.

This branch of fishing was limited this year to Blancs Sablons and Bradore Bay, and 
the fiah were not very large.

For some years, it has been observed that the largest kind of herring visits Newfound­
land and that part of the Labrador eoasts under the jurisdiction of the Government of 
Newfoundland, rather than our shores.

No reason can bo given for this extraordinary fact.
All the Magdalen Islands and Esquimaux Point schooners engaged in this fishery 

with success, as aid also some ten schooners from the parishes below Quebec.
Number of barrels of fish caught say about 6000, value, $15,000; value of spring 

herring caught on our shores,—18,000 barrels at $1.60—$72,000.

MACKEREL «SHUT

Like the herring, the mackerel resorts to the shores of the gulf to spawn, and is then 
taken with nets This fishing is much practised in Nova Beotia, aqd especially in the Gut 
of Cause. On our shores it is followed only at the Magdalen Islands; in the Bay of 
Plaisance, from the first to the middle of June. This net fishing gives but poor results, 
end to of no greet importance to us. Not to wit! thf summer fishing! o»r fishermen



throw into the water a kind of paste made with fish offal so as to keep near their boats the 
mackerel, which they afterwards catch with hooks baited with a email piece of the akin of 
the mackerel’s throat.

This fishery, neglected till' now by Canadians, has assumed a great importance in the 
United States, especially in the State of Massachusetts, where some smell seaports send as 
many as 1600 fine schooners to the gulf. The finest fleet is that of Gloucester, comprising 
at least 600 sail. .

Mackerel was very scarce this year in the gulf; it was hardly seen on the tholes of 
Gaspd, and appeared but a few days in the St. Lawrence. It was abundant around the 
Magdalen Islands, especially at the entrance of the Bay of Plaisance Üurinç August and 
September, from 100 to 160 American schooners fished there, with various success. 
Number of barrels caught by our fishermen in the Bay of Plaisance, 400. The summer 
fishing amounted to 1000 barrels. Total value, 111,200.'

SALMON FISHERY.

;

With our fishery laws and regulations (slightly modified) continuing to be put in 
force and observed, this fishery will soon become-one of the most important of the country, 
and our riven again be what they were formerly—the most productive of North America. 
Already it is observed that even year their produce increases.

On the north shore this fishery did not give uniformly good results ; thus while from 
l’Anae aux Blancs Sablons to Natashquan they were little better than common, they were 
more than doubled or trebled west of that point, especially at St. John and Moisie. In 
the river, falling into the Bay of Gaapé, the fishing was good. In those of the Bay of 
Chaleun, except the Reatigouche, which gave an excess over the results of last year, the 
fishing stations both in the river and along shore gave generally leas fish than the year 
before. The stations on the north shore of the River and Gulf of St Lawrence gave about 
1881 barrels of salmon, and those of Gsspd and the Bay of Chaleurs 6881 ; value, 880,281. 
This includes only the salmon caught in my division; that is to say, west of Godbout 
River, on the north shore, and west of Cape Chatte River, on the south.

I estimate the quantity of trout taken in my division at 200 barrels; at f 12 per barrel, 
$2400.

RECAPITULATION.

Codfish, summer fishing, 160,000 quintals......................................  $460,000
« fall « 16,000 “   46,000

Herring, spring “ 48,000 barrels   72,000
“ fall « 5,000 “   16,000

Mackerel, 1,400 barrels.................................................................. .* 11,200
Salmon, 2,6191 “ ................................................................. 80,281
Cod OU, 90,000 gallons, @45cts................................................... 40,500
Seal “ 62,618 “ @66ctn................................................... 87,608

1701,489
Whale Oil, 88,600 gallons.............................................   17,680
200 barrels trout, @ $12................................................................ 2,400
200 “ halibut, @ 6.........................................   1,200
200 “ cod sounds and tongues. @ $5....................................... 1,000
Value of seal skins............... .............................................................. 7,200

Total value of the products of the fisheries.........................  $780,919

Statistics or the North Shore or the River and Gulp or St. Lawrence, prom 
Port neuf to l’Anse aux Blancs Sablons, 640 Miles or Sea Shore, in 1861.

Number of people...................       4,418
French Canadians................................................................................. 2,612
AsçMlsusdisos..................     628

r
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English............................................
French.............................................
Italians............................................. .
Americans.................................. .
Poles...................... ‘........................
Indians................................ . ..
Roman Catholics............................
Protestante..................... ................
Jews . ..................................... .......
Fishermen.........................................
Hunters..................................... .
Proprietors of beaeh-lots.................
Capital employed in the fisheries
Number or herring nets...............

« salmon M ............
Herring seines................................
Codfish « ..............................
Vessels.............................................
Fishing boats...............................
Number of barrels of herring.......

" “ salmon........
“ quintals of codfish

............................................ 308
............................................ 24
............................................ 2
............................................ 5
........................................... 1
........................................... 883
.......................................... 8,841
........................................... 670
........................................... 2
........................................... 1,765
............................................ 1,038
............................................ 332
...........................................  «699,565
............................................ 46
........................................... 840
............................................ 14
.......... ................................. 19
........................................... 22
........................................... 774
............................................ 2,370
........................................... 1.1071
............................................ 51,668

gallons of codfish oil...................................................... 43,868
seal oil. 40.839

Value of fun............................... ....................................................... 846,970
Number of fathoms of seal nets.

“ houses.........................
“ horses............................
“ cows...................... ........
“ working oxen.............
" sheep............................

pig* 4”

8,178 
380 

12 
66 
18 
59 
22

Value of these ahimals....................................................................... $2,970
Extent of cultivated land—arpenta., 
Number of Roman Catholic churches...

“ resident priests......................
“ Protestant churches...............
“ resident Protestant minister..

STATISTICS or THE ISLAND Of ANTICOSTI.

Length of the island.........................
Breadth “ ........................
Number of inhabitants.......... ............
Horses.............. »..................................
Cows....................................................
Pigs .................. •;..............................
Value of these animals.......................
Extent of cultivattd land—arpenta.
Number of barrels of potatoes

41 bundles or hay.....
« sheaves of oats,
“ barrels of herrings..*.
« “ salmon

Value of fies..........

POPULATION or THE MOUTH SHOU1 IM 1862.

FrofcPAise aux Blanes Bablons to River Coaeoaeboo inclusive, 648.

67 J 
9 
2 
1 
1

118 miles. 
81 «
67
3

10
11

8600
601

181
1,200

100
26
42

#600
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In 1852, from River Coaeoechoo, there were as resident fishermen, and that during 
the salmon fishery merely, only the men employed by the Hudson's Bay Company at their 
different salmon fishing poats, who might number about 160, beaidcs the chiefs and c erks 
of the trading poats of the aaid Company with the Mootagnais Indians, and a few Cana­
dian families settled at the King’s Posta amounting as follows :— "T|

Whites........................................................................... 110
Indians.....................    600
Add the fishermen...................................................... 160

Total. 760

Comparative statement of the population of the North Shore of the River and Gulf of 
St. Lawrence in 1852 and 1861 :—

Population from l’Anse aux Blanee Sablons to Coaooachoo in 1861 . 804
in 1862.......  648

Increase., 166
Population from Coaooaehoo to Portneuf, in 1861................................  8,609

in 1852................................ 760

Increase. 2,849
Total population of the North Shore, in 1861......................................  4,413

in 1862......................................  1,408

These are some of the résulta arrived at since the cessation of the monopoly formerly 
exercised by tho New Brunswick Company at the King’s Poets, and along the greater part 
of the Labrador oossti

Comparative statement of the products of the Fisheries on the North of the River St.
t_____________ i lflAi ..iiififto.__ •

Quantity of codfish caught from F Apse aux Blanee Sablons to
Coaooachoo, in 1861, quintals................................................................. 6,586

fa do 1862, « ................................................................. 9,480

66
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=f=
Quantity of codfish caught from Coacoaohoo to Portneuf in 1861,

quiutula................................................................  ......:....................... 42,
do do 1852........... ..................... ........ Mrç*

Increase................................................................... 41,633
Quantity of Codfish caught on the North Shore in 1861, quintals... 51,668 

•• ' « “ 1852, “ ... 9,080
X ---------

Increase..............ti......... 41,688
Quantity of Cod Oil made on the North Shore in 1861, gals......... 43,858

" “ “ 1852, “ 4,800
Increase............................  39,058

Seal fishing with nets, on that part of the North Shore of the Gulf where it is fol­
lowed—that is to say, from Coacoacboo to l’Anse aux Blancs Sablons, was not as produc­
tive aa formerly. For instance, it gave iu 1852, 43,950 gallons of oil, 
and in 1861 only.........................................i...... 26,294 " of oil,

t ------------
' Decrease......................... ^.............. 17,656 “

This is attributed to the shore being now nearly all settled. These animals are now 
more afraid of coming near it than formerly ; they keep further out, where our fisherman 
cannot catch them with their tackle. It is moreover argued that they are not noWao 
numerous tn the Gulf as they used to be, owing to the great slaughter yearly made of the 
young ones on the banks of Newfoundland, or in the Gulf, for the sake of the oil and fur.

Nevertheless, as a great many fishermen from Point aux Esquimaux and Natashqnan 
hunt for seal iu the gulf, the product of seal oil on the north shore was nearly equal to 
that of 1862, that is to say 40,839 gallons.

Not being aware of the product of the salmon fishing on the whole of the north coast 
in 1852, I cannot give any comparative statement of this, but it certainly has increased in 
value since that period. • The same remarks apply to herring fishery.

RECAPITULATION.

Products of the fisheries on the North Shore with their value in 1861 :
Codfish, 61,668 quintals............................................................,...........$155,004

“ oil, 43,858 gallons..............................   19,716
Seal oil, 40,839........................................................................................ 26,646
Barrels of herring, 2,870 @ $3........................................................... 7,110

« of salmon, 1,831 @$12....................................... .................... 23,172
“ of trout, 160 @ $12.................................................................. 1,800

Value of furs............................    40,970
4,832 seal skins, @ 80cts.......................................... ......................... 3,506

M $277,823
Add value of similar products from the Island of Anticosti............. 1,179

$279,002

STATISTICS or MAGDALEN ISLANDS FOB 1861.
Total number of inhabitants..
Males ......................................
Females...................................

.........................  2,651
......................................................... 1,399
......................................................... 1,252

Roman Catholics....... ................................   2,362
Protestants..................................     289
French Canadians........................................   2,072
Anglo «   188

v

• Those MS quintal», or thsreebo^j, were ought by H. B- Co's.'hrranU, and need as winter-food. *
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English....................................................................   24
Foreigners....................................... ..»................................ ;.................. 50
From the Lower Provinces.k.............................  317
Fishermen............................. .....................................................».............. 618
Fishing schooners..................   37
Fishing boats........................................   230
Nets..............................................      551
Seines..................................................   15
Quintals of codfish.................................................................................... 9,134
Barrels of herring..........................................   6,150

“ of mackerel...................................... *........................................... 1,271
Codfish Oil...........................   9,490
Seal Oil............................................................................................   21,372

Value of Seal Skins and Furs, 12,834.

Value of the products of the Fisheries at the Magdalen Islands :—
9,134 quintals Codfish, 
6,150 barrels Herring, i 
1,271 do Mackerel,

21,672 gallons Seal Oil, 
4,990 do Codfish Oil

13.................................................................$27,412
13.................................................................  18,450
•7...............................................................  8,897

65c.......................................L\................  14,1
@ 45c............................................................ 4,

Value of Seal Skins..................................................... ;.......................... 2,834

Total value....... .....................................$75,950

P. FORTIN.

s
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ANNUAL REPORT

or

PIERRE FORTIN, ESQ.,
Magistrate, in commajrî of the Expedition for the protection of the 

Fisheries in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, during the season of 1862.

I here the honor to mate, the following Report on the manner in whieh I have die- 
charged the duties of my office, as stipendiary magistrate commanding the expedition for 
the protection of the Canadian fisheries, m the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

The duties attaching to my office are numerous, and may be stated as follow :—
1. To protect the Canadian maritime and river fisheries carried on off the coast of the 

Gulf and of the Lower St. Lawrence, at the Island of Anticosti, at the Magdalen Islands, 
and on the Gasp* coast, the whole forming an extent of over 900 miles of sea coast.

These coast# are inhabited by a sedentary populationflef thirty to thirty-five thousand 
souls, English, Scotch, Irish, Jerseymen, and French Canadians; the last named pre­
dominate. They are also frequented each year, between the opening and the closing of 
the season of navigation, bv more than 1600 fishing-schooners from Nova-Sec tie, New 
Bruaswisk, Prince Edward s Island, and the United States, manned by at least 20,000 
sailors, who go there for the purpose of carrying on the cod, herring, and mackerel fish­
eries, either near the eoeste or outside on the banks.

2. To secure to the Canadian fishermen the possession of their fishing stations for 
the taking of-bod, salmon, seal, Ac., Ac.

8. To prevent the American fishermen from fishing in our rivers, and from taking 
shell-fish (ciuttacea, mollutca) from our coasts.

4. To keep the bench fishermen of Newfoundland from approaching our ooasts, from 
which they are excluded by treaties.

5. To enforce the observance, on the part of our own and foreign fishermen, of the
laws and regulations relating to maritime fisheries. (

6. To organise the St. Lawrence fisheries, the salmon and trout fisheries, in Ll the
rivers flailing into the Gulf, the Lower 8t Lawrence and the Bey of Chaleurs, by mekis of 
licensee, which each holder of a station is bound to take from me. '

7. To superintend the said fisheries, and to carry out the laws and regulations for the 
i of salmon and trout.

8. To preserve order end public pesos in the seaports and localities frequented either 
by our ‘ owe- fishermen, or by those coming from abroad, and in general on the whole 
coast of the Gulf : such is also one of the duties of my office.

9. Another of my important duties is to give assistance, end the services of the 
•nped men pissed under my orders (who are sworn in and act as constables), to all officers 
of the Government, whether judicial, revenue or other.

10, I am furnished with a commission as an officer of Customs for the district of 
Gasp4, and for the North Shore, and for the last two years I have collected the Customs 
dsts ob the Labrador ooeet.

6
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Since the establishment of the free port of Gaspé, this portion of mVdutiee consista 
in superintending the trade on the North Shore, so is to prevent smuggling between the 
ports within the limits of the said free port and Quebec. \

In order to carry ont my service as above stated, the Government employed this year 
the service steamer Napoleon 111\ (the armed schooner La Canadienne, which had been 
engaged in the. same service for the previous seven years, having been wreofcea on the 
24th Noveu.ber, daring her return voyage to Quebec).

But the steamer had also to peitorm the service of supplying the light-houses on the 
Lower St. Lawrence, the Gulf, and the Straits of Belle-Isle, which service requires two 
journeys each summer to those localities.

The Napoleon III carries, in addition to her regular crew, two officers and eleven 
marine*, all uniformed, armed and disciplined, placed under my immediate orders, and 
forming the crews of the boats which I use in the discharge of my duties on the coasts 
and in the rivers. ,

I made three voyages, in the Gulf this year with the Napoleon 111.
On the 6th May the first voyage commenced. We coasted the North Shore for a short 

distance, visited the Magdalen Islands and the Gasp4 coast, and returned to Quebec on the 
24th of the same month.

W e started on the second voyage, with supplies for the light-houses, on the 2nd June.
We had great difficulty in visiting the light-houses in the Straits of Belle-Isle, owing 

to the vast quantities of floating ice and icebergs we .net there, and which remained until 
the middle ot July. After performing thin service, I visited all our sea-coast fishing sta­
tions, and we returned to Quebec on the 10th August, having in tow the schooner La 
Canadienne, which we had succeeded in removing from her perilous position and getting

We again left the harbor of Quebec, for the third and last voyage, on the 80th August 
We had still the light-houses to supply, and we performed the service promptly this time, 
thanks to the fine weather with which we were favored during the whole cruise. After­
wards I made a last visit to the fishing stations on the North Shore, the Magdalen Islands, 
and the Gaspé coast, and returned to Quebec on the 81st October.

On recapitulating the number of days employed during the past season, exclusively 
in the service of the protection of the fisheries, deducting therefrom the days spent 
in the light-house service, and those during which we were compelled to leave our own 
shores in order to procure a supply of coal at Sidney and at Pictou, and the time spent at 
La Petite Rivière Trinity, in raising "La Canadienne," I find that the steamer Napoleon 
III. was in reality employed in the fisheries’ protection service for only ninety-eight days 
of the season, as follows :—

During the month of May,............................................................... 19 days.
“ “ June,...............................................................  12 “
“ « July.............................................................. 22 «
“ “ September,..................................... :.................  18 “
« ' “ October..............................................................  27 “

Total....;............................. .............................. 98 days.
I must add that the instructions received last spring and during the summer specified 

the appointed date for our departure from Quebec, and for our return to that port, and that 
I acted in accordance with these in all respects.

Before speaking of the advantages and in mediate results of the expedition for the 
protection of our fisheries in the Gulf[ I shall give an account of the cruises which the na- 

* Sure of the service entrusted to me compelled me to make along our coasts during the past 
season, and speak of the condition in which I found our fisheries, and of any remark­
able incidents that may have taken place.

FIRST VOYAGE.
. In conformity with instructions from the department of Crown Lands, I embarked 

with the officers and men composing the eipedition for the protection of the fisheries, on 
board of the Government steamer Napoleon HI., on 6th May, and on the same day set 
sail from Quebec.



k

85

On 7th we touched et Anee k la Croix of Little Matane, to take in the host kindly 
lent to ua by Mr. Bédard, the keeper of the light-houae at Point de Monta, the previous 
autumn, te enable na to oroae the river after the wreck of La Canadienne, and left 
there by ua in charge of Mr. Gagné, together with the eaila and other rigging dt the boate 
of La Canadienne,—and about two o’clock in the afternoon reached Point de Mont».

Favoured by the fine weather, we landed the euppliee for the light-honae at that place 
in the apace of a few hourc.

The two boate belonging to La Canadienne, which we had exchanged at the Point 
for larger onee, were chipped, and at 5 30 p.m., we came to anchor off the place where La 
Canadienne had grounded. We immediately cet about getting on board of the Napoleon 
III. the furniture, aaila, rigging, guna, email arme, Ac., belonging to the achooner, all 
which were in a state of perfect proaervation ; but we succeeded in taking only a part of 
the rigging that evening, and aa the following morning there waa a heavy curf on the chore, 
we were under the neceeeity of leaving for the Seven Islands.

I took advantage of a viait to Cariboo Point to regulate the aalmon fisheries at that 
place.

A few milee east of La Canadienne we aaw the iron vaeeel the Pride 'of Canada, 
which had been driven on chore during a heavy gale, accompanied with fog, on the 3rd 
May. They were at work trying to raise her.

The captain of thia fine ahip informed me that David Leveeqne, whom I had placed 
in charge or La Canadienne, had rendered him great aervioe during the wreck, and that 
several of hie crew were indebted for their lives to the courage and eelMevotion evinced 
by him on that occasion.

We reached the Seven lalanda at 10.46 a.m., and left them at 8.16 p.m., having landed 
the collector of the port, Mr. J. G. Smith, with bis family.

They had begun tp catch a few herring in the" bay, but the cod had not yet appeared*
We directed our oourco for the Magdalen lalanda, the weather being floe.
The following afternoon, a strong south-west breese brought with it thick weather 

with enow, and towards evening, being within sight of the ialanda, we were surrounded by 
ice, through which it waa impossible to make way ; we therefore lay to for the night It 
is true there waa no danger, but from time to time we were a truck by large maeaec, which 
were driven against the ship by the wind.

On the morning of the ttth, the Wind having veered to the went, we eueoeeded in getting 
free, and reached House Harbour at 9.80 a.m.

In the course of the day I visited the establishments at thia important poet, and at 
Grindstone Island, and found everything in order.

The schooners had returned from the muet prosperous seal fishery among the floating 
ice fields of the (juif which had been known in many years. They had been completely 
successful in their prolonged and often dangerous voyage. Thia year particularly they had 
returned with a large number of hooded seals (the largest species met with in the gulf), 
the spoils of acme individuals of which—skin and ht—weighed upwards of three hundred 
pounds.

Mr. Johnson, the principal merchant of the place, had purchased the greater part of 
the seal blubber, and his two flenching houses (containing the apparatus by mea'ie of wh’eh 
the oil is extracted by means of the aun alone) and hie stores are hardly sufficient to hold it.

I should not omit to observe that nobody in Canada prepares finer seal oil than he, 
and his high reputation in this respect has obtained for him the contract for supplying the 
light-houree of Nova Scotia with it. r

At the end of thia report, I give a Hat of the schooners belonging to House. Har­
bour, which went to the aeal-flshery in the present year, with the quantity taken by each.

It may be sufficient for the present to state that they had fallen in with the herds of 
seals principally in the neighborhood of the Magdalen Islands, and to the north of the 
island of Anticosti; an* it was there that they batd taken the greatest number

The herring fishery had commenced a week previously, and some had been taken, but 
net in quantity ; and at L’Btang du Nord none had been seen.

On the morning of the 10th we proceeded to Amherst Harbour, where we found no 
more than seventeen schooners engaged in the herring fishery. These were named, and 
they had taken fish, as follows :—

Z“*
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NVMBBU or SOHOONSBS AT AHH1UT HARBOUR OH IOtH MAT.

I ef Sthenners.' Ku»i ef Captains.

V

ImA.....
SmmwiII.. 
Mary Ann.

O’Neil..____

Pointer-... 
F. Coolt...
■■pirn—.. 
Antelope ...........
Abigail (boat).....
Harmony (beat).. 
Bevid Campbell..

Btaaley.........
Gaidar..........
Mitchell.........
Holmee.........
I. Coold.....
J. Hayi-.....
J. Colder.......

Italian...

etgoeeea ...
Parker..........
Clark ..........
Tinker.........
J. Caeeidy. ..

■ ism- ■■■ H ■ ■ i

To what port beleigUig Number of 
■ole.

N'mber
of

Hands.

Barrels
ef

Herrings.
Tonnage.

Isis St Jeea-.............. 1 Net 3 te 11
Ont of Cense............. *0 Nets. » is 11
Oloooeeter.............. . » 800 01
Halifax..................... . 1 Seine. 1 600 41
Fremont ....................- 1 Nets. d 160 17
6t. Andrews (H. B.).„ 1 « 6 100 n
Bastport...................... 1 « » 600 so
St Andrews (H. B.).... X » 9 160 71

U « , 1 Seine. « too 40
1 “ 4 160 10
1 “ S 400 11

Lubeck........................ 1 “ 100 40
Bastport...................... 1 “ t 400 47
St Andrews (N. B.).... 1 “ s 700 01
Fremont (Maine)....... 17 Nets. e too 61
Bastport................... . 1 Net t 800 07
Amherst................. .................. .......... - —«eon —cnee— ..... ..........

• .................. 17 •.14» •41

The above number of schooners is small in comparison with the fleet of 200 to 800 
•ail, which visit the Magdalen Islands yearly, at the same period, for the herring fishery. 
The cause of the diminished number in the present year waa the obstruction of that part 
of the gulf lving between the islands of Cape Breton and Prince Edward and the Magda­
len Islands, by enormous quantities of floating iee, which prevented the main fleet of 
schooners from Nova Scotia and the United States from arriving at their destination. But 
this obstruction had existed no more than a fortnight, for the aohoonera which we found in 
Amherst Harbour had come in from Canso, about 16th April, almost without meeting any 
ice.

Pleasant Bay had been open since the beginning of April, and the shoals of herring 
had immediately appeared ; but as few ef the island fishermen were provided with good 
seines, a comparatively small quantity of fish had been taken, and not more than a week 
before our departure, the first large haul waa made, after which there wal a constant 
abundance of fish in the bay, leas perhaps than the previous year ; but the day before we 
left, a large seine-net enclosed at least two thousand barrels of herring at one haul

The ood had only just made their appearance at the Magdalena, and but very fow had 
been taken in Pleasant Bay.

I visited Amherst Harbor, and ascertained by the harbour-master, Mr. Cassidy's, 
report, that the regulations ot the port, particularly that respecting the discharging of 
ballast and the prohibition to throw it overboard, had been observed. The importance of 
a strict observance of these regulations will be apparent, when it is considered that 
Amherst Harbour, the most important of these islands, has no more than nine feet water at 
the entrance, and is not more wan fifty feet wide there, and that the ballast of two vessels 
thrown overboard at its narrosreet point, would produce a collection of sand ettSoient to 
destroy the navigation.

Within the reeslleetioo of persons still living, the entrance has narrowed more then 
100 foot It is a foot well known in the Island, Wat the basin, a vast sheet of skit water 
south of Amherst, long since closed (but still accessible at very high tides tit fishing 
stifle), wee, sixty yean ago, a sea-port much frequented by the Jereeymeo, whose vessels, OT 
200 or 300 tons or upwards, found safe and convenient anchorage in it Successive accu­
mulations of send closed the entrance ; and the same thing would happen at Amherst if 
the strictest attention were not exercised to prevent it. In that ease, Amherst would be­
come a piece of no eoasequence.

During soy stay at Amherst, which was not extended beyond the 12th (my instruc­
tions limited the duration of my voyage), I took care to have the fishery laws enforced and
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in Ike harbour, end on my departure I left four of my men el Ambeeet, 
under Ik# orders of my eeeond officer, Mr. Eugène Hammond.

Tkat officer was directed, daring my abeènoe, to superintend the leheriee carried on 
in Pleasant Bey, to enforce the obeervanoc of the by-laws respecting them, tod beeidee to 
maintain order in the ports of the Magdalen Island#, giving armed assistance Jo the aatbo- 
ritiee in ease of need. Mr. Fox, collector of customs at that port, and Mr. Fontana, both 
justice# of the penes, undertook to assist Mr. Hammond with all available means.

To that officer I gave particular instructions to serve as a rule of conduct in all eir- 
, desiring him at Ike same time to act with great prudence, though with ftna- 

I recollected the serions outrage committed on one of my officers last year all Ike 
place, in which he wee dangerously wounded in the head; and I was apprehensive 
be small number of men whom I was leaving in the island might tempt some of the 

foreign fishermen to renew this violent proceeding.
We sailed at 2.80 p.m. from Amherst Island, stayed a feW hours at Entrance Island, 

and then shaped our course for the Bay of Ghalenrs.
We had on board with ne, I# be landed at Paspebiac, Captain Hubert Bernier, of the 

three-masted veaeel Quebec, with hie crew of twenty-six men. His ship had been driven 
ashore op Begon Island on the 7th December, last year, during a storm accompanied with 
•now, and as the navigation between the Magdalen Islande and the neighbouring ports was 
then closed, ha had been compelled to pern the winter there.

On the 18th in Ike afternoon, we reached Paspebiac. No more than three vessels 
had yet come into the harbour from foreign ports, and they had been delayed at the en­
trance of the gull several days by the ice. Their cargoes were salt and fishing gear. 
The herring had appeared on the coast three days before.

I visited the fishing establishments and found everything in good order, r Prepara­
tions were going forward to dee patch vessels to the cod fishery on Labrador const, on the 
north shore of ike Gulf end River Bt. Lawrence. The expedition via Is consist of no Use 
than seven hundred and fifty mea—fishermen and leadsmen—ell of the Bay ol Chaleurs. 
When tbeee undertakings are ooodueted with skill and economy, they are very profitable 
to the outfitter, aad produce to the country an important article for exportation.

The object of my voyage to the Bay of Chaleurs was to lease the salmon fisheries 
earned on in the river and the coast, and to see that nobody should engage ini them 
unlieeeeed by the government, aad in contravention of the fishery laws.

On the morning of the 14th we set out, stopping first at Carleton to take a pilot, for 
the River Reetigouehe, sad washed that place the same day. Here I delivered to Mr. 
MeKwen, the overseer,-the licensee for the fishermen on that river, aad returned to Gerie- 
toa on the 16th, in time to lease the ealsson fisheries there and at Maria on the same day. 
At Ike latter place they were busy catching plaice with the seine drawn along shear# ; she 
man had taken forty barrels that day. It is an excellent fish ; but not turned to so mush 
account at the Bey of Chaleurs se it is in the old countries. It is merely need to manure 
Ike lead, which it tariehee in a very high degree.

While at Maria, I wee mad# acquainted with a very satisfactory circumstance, fare 
tailiag the meet encouraging results to the future of ear salmon fisheries. This was that 
in the pool# of Ike River Grand Oasespediao, below the place where it receives eae of its 
tributaries called Salmon Branch, upwards of 2000 salmon had been seen in the mouth 
of April, by an inhabitant who had gene thither to look for gold.

A story bed gone abroad the year before, that a gold mine had been discovered in the 
upper part of the Rarer Caseepediac, at the foot of Mont Chieehne, but it turned out t* be 
nothisg bet iron end copper pyrites, which people had taken for the mere peecioaa metel.

But why should men ge so far in quest of gold, havieg the richest mine# beneath their 
eyee around this peninsula of Gaspé T Its immense end inexhaustible fisheries are for mere 
vnhmble than all the: mines of California. Long ago, after Wilhelm Bcukela had found 
ont the meaner of wring end packing the herring, the Dutch usually spoke of their her­
ring fisheries by the name of the gold Stines. That person had no well seized his country, 
end his country had so well appreciated the service, that Charles the Fifth raised e monu­
ment to hie honor at Bieroliet, hie birth-place.

Do the morning of the 16th we eeme to anchor in New Riehmuid Bay, and I pawed 
part of She day in leasing she nslroon stations on the Grand Caseepediac, Lilli# Casoapedmc, 
and at Black Gape. Mr. Dimoek, the overseer in eharge of that important river, informed
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■e dut so far no infraction of the Fishery Aet had taken place. I proceeded to visit the 
Indians who are settled on the western point of the mouth of the River Caecapediae, and 
found, with great pleasure, that they were more inelined than formerly to cultivate their 
lande, a proof of wnich waa that each of them baÿ. ploughed up a considerable breadth. 
Unluekify they had failed to procure aeed-grain foough, eo that some of the land would 
remain unsown, if the government did not supply them with it.

I consider it highly important that this disposition of the Indiana to take to forming 
should be encouraged ; for, beeidee furnishing them with provisions leas precariously and in 
greater abundance, they would be the leaa tempted to treepeae on the waters abounding 
with fish, by taking the trout and salmon as they now do.

These Indians still possess the liberty of Ashing for ealmon and trout with the torch 
and spear, but only for food, and in thoee rivera iriiieh are not entirely leaaed; and no 
doubt it would be an act of cruelty to deprive them of the right, without giving them an 
equivalent. Well, it is my eineere opinion, that if agricultural tools and seed grain were 
given to the Indians of the Casoapediae, Restigouche, Gacpé and other plaoea, for Ave 
years, with proper aid to enable them to turn to tillage, this privilege which they now have, 
to the exclusion of the whiten, might at the end of that time be withdrawn without any 
detriment to their welfare.

The herring had not been as abundant in the Bay of Oarleton and in Caeeapediae 
Bay as in former years, and had made ita appearance on about 26th April. In foot, the 
Aehermen had eared very little for the herring fishery, as, on aoeount of the civil war 
prevailing in the United States, this Ash ia so low in the market that there ia no induce­
ment to export it in large quantities. Boston is the place where it ia moat in demand.

The following day we touched at Pacpebiae, and remained a few hoars to aaoertain 
whether my presence might be required there, and Anding all quiet, proceeded to Port 
Daniel, at 9.80 am. Hero I quickly disposed of the fishing licenses for this part of the 
coast, and went on to Little Paboe, at 2.4o p.m. I delivered to Mr. Rémon, the overseer 
of Asheriee at the place, the Ashing iioensee for Newport, Grand Paboe and Little Paboe, 
and, having ascertained that all was in good order, proceeded to Grand River, where we 
eame to anchor. I leased the salmon Asheriee there, and that being despatched, reached 
Percé before nightfall.

I had heard at Port Daniel, Paboe, and other fishiqp stations between that place and 
Percé, that the oodAshing, which had commenced early with herring bait, was satisfactory 
in its results.

At Percé the cod had made ita appearance near the oocst on the 10th .
Aehermen of that place, who are accounted the beet on the eoawfc had 
quantity ; but more recently the Ash kept further out on the banks'an the offlog. Up I 
tost time the bait had been herring. At Percé, which ia the great ejttreof the oodfishery, 
great order prevailed.

On the 18th in the afternoon, as the weather was threatening, we put into the port 
of Gaapé, where we found six vessels newly arrived from Europe with cargoes of salt and 
supplies of material for the Ashing establishments -on the coast, a still large number being 
being expected. Besides these there were also Afteen schooners belonging to Gasp* and 
Quebec ; some of the latter loaded with supplies, as Aour, pork, Ae. ; the others getting 
reedy for the Ashery.

All day on the 19th and 20th, I was engaged in leasing the salmon Asheriee on the 
River St. John, Sonth-weet or York River, Nortn-wect or Dartmouth River, Sendy-beach 
and the Peninsula, in all fifty eight licences for salmon Ashing. Thie part of my duty did 
not, indeed, involve any great amount of trouble, for the Aehermen feel and understand the 
advantages of the system in force, both as regards the preservation of the Ash and their 
own profit.

On this visit to Gaapé, I heard no more than a single complaint for a breach of the 
Ashery laws. The person charged, one Thomaa Comer, was convicted of having taken 
trout during the preceding winter, and Aned eight dollars and ooctc. 1 took advantage of 
■y stay at Gaapé to strew branches loaded with stones of a aise to keep them down, on 
the eyster-beds which I had planted two years before ; this being in imitation of the sys­
tem pursued at the Bay of 8t. Brieux, in France, by Mr. Ooate, by order of the French gov­
ernment. Both there and in other plaoee, it has been ascertained that the young oy
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readily fasten on the small branches of all kinds, and that the use of them is the beet means 
of retaining the spawn newly depoeited, and preventing the young brood from being 
swept away by the currenta.

On the 2 let in the morning we left Gaspé, putting in at Brilliant Cove, where I set­
tled some disputée which had anaen between several parties, concerning the possession of 
some land and portions of beach, and then proceeded to Point St. Pierre, thence to 
Malbaie, where, not being able to communicate with the overseer of the division, I was ob­
liged to enclose each license in an envelope and direct them severally to the fishermen.

At Point St. Pierre as well ae at Malbaie, large shoals of codfish had K cn observed on 
the coast early in April, and our fishermen, profiting by the opportunity, had taken a great 
quantity.' For several weeks back, however, they had retired to the banks, where they were 
still in great numbers, though the fishing was carried on in shore up to that time. The bait 
used was herring

In the evening, we sailed for the River Madeleine^rhere I landed next morning; and 
immediately leased the stations on that river, leaving at 8.10 a.m.

At 2 p.m., we anchored at Ste. Anne dee Monte, where, without losing time, I issued 
fishing licensee, and at 8 p.m. was on board again. As, however, it blew hard from the 
south, the cdptain did not think it expedient to set sail. Along the whole coast of the 
River St. Lawrence, from Cape dee Rosiers to Cape de Chatte, the shoals ot cod had made 
their appearance later than at Percé. At Grimn Cove they had been very abundant, is 
well as at Fox River and the Grand Etang, and the fishermen had been very successful. 
At La Madeleine, Mount Louis, and Ste. Anne dee Monte, they had not been so fortunate.

The inhabitants said that the winter had been mild on the coast of Gaspé, but an 
enormous quantity of snow had (allien, which had kept the roads nearly impassable all 
winter. A great deal of floating ice had also been seen on the coast till the beginning of 
April.

Leaving Ste- Anne dee Monte at midnight, we reached the scene of the wreck of La 
Canadienne at 5.80 a.m. The whole day was employed in carrying on board the remains 
pf the gear and rigging of La Canadienne from Mde. McClure’s and the schooner, and at 
7.80 p.m. we left for Quebec. In the afternoon I went to visit the Pride of Canada, 
where great exertions were being made to raise her and get her n float. The steamer 
Victoria, which was to tow her to Quebec, was expected every day, ho that the captain did 
not reouire our assistance.

We encountered a heavy gale from the west during the night; the next morning the 
weather was fine, and we reached Quebec at 7.45 p.m.

SECOND VOYAGE.
From the 24th May to the 2nd June, the steamer Napoleon 111. remained in port at 

Quebec, engaged in coating and taking in supplies for the light-houses in the Gulf. In 
the evening of the 2nd we sailed. On the 4th in the morning, we arrived at Point 
de Monts, landed the provisions and other articles for that place, and sailed again at 6.45 
n.m. About àn hour afterwards, I landed at Mr. Comeau’e, of La Trinité, who is the over­
seer of fisheries, and justice of the peace for that part of the north coast ; and having 
arranged the affaire of hie division with him, and given him a fishing license, we proceed id 
to Pointe Cariboo, where I left one of our men to look after La Canadienne, and cut the 
timber we should require to float the schooner on our return from the Gulf.

At 11.80 a.m. we kept our course, and in the afternoon came to anchor off the River 
Moisie, where I found Captain Bernier at his poet. I swore him in, aa -Iso two constables 
named J. B. 8t Pierre and Emitien Lepage. I next visited the jishing establishments, of 
which there were more than in preceding years ; all Was orderly.

The capelin had only just made its appearance, and the first cod had been taken only 
• a few days previously. No more than five schooners were in the river, three from Quebec 
and two from Halifax. I observed with pleasure that the fishermen had all prepared 
ditehee in the sand, covered with bark, for the reception of the heads and entrails of the 
codfish, in conformity with the law.

I issued licensee for the four salmon fishing stations on Moisie bsnk. Mr. John 
Holiday had that day taken the flint salmon of the season, two in number. The water wan 
not very high in the river, and everything promised well for the fishing.

»
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It ww nearly eleven when I returned on board. We wiled immediately for the Elver 
8b. John, end armed there the next day. Mr. Joseph Beaulieu, the overseer of the divi­
sion to which this river belongs, had not yet arrived at Oarleton, but was expected shortly. 
However, the Ashing had not yet commenced, either for salmon or cod. No eepelin had 
been seen, and it is well known that it is the shoals of this luscious little *sh which are 
oieeely followed by the cod, and even the salmon on the coast, and that it is chiefly on 
their arrival that the great sueoeee of the former flahing depend*.

There wee about the same number of fishermen at the River 8k John ne the year 
before. The most considerable establishments of the plane belonged to Mr. P. Sirota of 
I'lelet, and Mr. B. Bélanger of Gape St. Ignaoe, who give employment to a greet number of 
fishermen sod trsossot a large business.

Before leaving the River 8k Jobe, I settled in so amicable manner e difficulty between 
two fishermen relative to the pomeesion of certain property.

It was nearly eleven o’clock in the morning when we arrived Et Mingnn. I imme­
diately proceeded to issue licenses for the salmon fisheries in the seigniory of Mhignn to 
thwegent of the Hudson’s Bay Company, who were, in puraumee of instructions, to have 
the exclusive right to the whole. The licensee were twenty-one in number, and included 
all the fishing stations from the River 8k John to the River Agwuaua, inclusive.

Neither the cod nor the salmon fishery had commenced about Miogaa.
I received from the village of Pciato-aux-Esqaimaux, eût leagues east of Mingee, 

aeequals of the meet satisfactory nature.
The expeditious which had been seat out seal hunting eu the iee, had returned after 

the meet auooeeaful and remunerative voyagea yet made, aad for more ample information 
os* this subject, I give a list of the vowels employed in this expedition, ana the number of 
seek brought in t—

Sum of Nio—m. Names of Copiai—. No. of Swls. (Mis. of Oil.

Amtii ••♦••••........ ••••••
Bacéais .. ......... ..........................-........

•••MtHMlMtUMI •«)••••••••••• oweoo# • •••
Victoria....... - ...........

X. Cormier...............................................
Joseph Dupuis............. ............
J. Maldoon...............................................

i,m
«•

1,0»
l.iee

is#
see

i.tee
me
«1

*,*4*
1,810
4,168
7,7#
1,886
4,868
8.8#
1,8*7
8,1#

....................... ... P. Cm..-..........-............................. .....
Vital Vigawelt....................... .. ........

Constantine .........77............. ..................
Mermaid............ .........................
Vinello..................................................... P. Doyle,..............................

Total ......ee.e.. ......... ...... 7,*W *8,63*

I may farther state, that the Village of Pointe aux Esquimaux, which has sprung up 
within the last five years only, and which now contains eighty-five families of fishermen, 
is now in a flourishing condition, owing to the success of the seal and cod fisheries for some 
years back, and its future prosperity seems fairly secured. It has n church and two red- 
dent priests. t!-

Having concluded all my businew at Mmgan, we left at 2 p.m. for the light-house st 
the weet point of Anticosti, where we arrived at six in the evening ; and notwithstanding 
the heavy surt that beat upon the shore, the supplies for the nght-honee were landed
the same evening, or rather the seme night.

On the following diy, at a very early hoar, the depot of provision» at Gsmaehe Bay 
(or Kills Bay) was supplied, and at noon we were at the south-weet point light-house.

While the crew were landing the stores and provisions we had brought for the light­
house at this place, T directed my attention to the eahnon fisheries of the Island of Anti- 
eoati.

This island, which is one hundred and seventeen miles in length and thirty mil— 
wide, end larger than some sovereign States of Europe, was formerly » seigniory, but in 
now held by the proprietors in free and common aoccsge.

It is uncultivated, and wiH doubtless forever remain so; the thin layer of vegetable, 
mould covering the calcareous roek, fall of foesils, of which it in compos'd; its, sold, duff.

1
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climate, its complete isolation, during winter, from the rest of the country, offer no very 
tempting inducement! to foreign or home settlers, more especially with the knowledge of 
the fact that there are to be had in the peninsula of Gaspé, thousands of seres of the richest 
land which are still unoccupied, and enjoy a very much milder climate.

But this island is a highly important hunting ground for fur-bearing animals, par­
ticularly black bears, foies of every variety, martins and mink. Ite salmon fisheries, 
which have now greatly fallen off, were formerly important ; it is for the purpose of carry­
ing on both of these branches of industry that it is let out by the proprietors to Mr. Wm. 

/Corbett, who resides at the south-west point.
That gentleman, to whom I had given licenses last year, was not then at home; I was, 

therefore, compelled to place this yesr’s licenses in the hands of the light-house keeper, 
Mr-Pupe, who was to receive the amount, together with that of the previous year.

I hait instructions to appoint one of my men as fishery overseer, and to see that the 
fishery regulations were strictly followed ; but having failed to secure, at the south-west

riint or elsewhere, a suitable boat for his use, and the services of a man to accompany him, 
was compelled to keep my sailor on board.

It was near 5 p.m. when we left the Island of Anticosti, but we succeeded in 
reaching Cap des Rosiers the same evening, and, as the night was fine, the crew were 
enabled to supply the light-house at that place at once; and at 1.80 a.m. the next day, we 
again left for the Magdalen Islands.

We anchored the same day, towards evening, in Amherst harbor. Mr. Eu­
gène Hammond—the officer I had left at the Magdalen Islands, with four men, to see 
the law carried out in my absence—name on board, and made me a report of all that had ’ 
occurred at the islands since I left.

The herring fishery terminated about the 20th of May. On the 17th, one thousand 
barrels had been taken with three caste of the net. On the 17th of May, Mr. Hammond 
planted in Pleasant Bay the stake which indicates the line, to the eastward of which no 
mackerel nets are to be set, so as to preserve, at the outlet of Amherst harbor a free pas­
sage for navigation, and at the same time for the shoals of fish, which the instinct of 
reproduction compels to approach the shores in ord# tn deposit their spawn.

. A few days later the fishermen began setting their nets, but the mackerel did not 
appear in Pleasant Bay until the 4th of June, and then in such small quantities that 
the fishermen caught barely a few barrels each ; and when we left the islands, though 
there was some improvement, the produce of this branch of the fisheries was not 
satisfactory; in fact it was thought that it was about to dose.

Some fifty schooners engaged in this branch of the fisheries had visited the port of 
Amherst, and, thanks to the seal displayed by my men under the circumstances, the masters 
of these vessels had complied with that clause of the regulations which indicates the 
manner of placing their nets in the bay. It had not been found necessary to report any 
infringement of the law to the authorities of the island; and although there were for a 
time more than five hundred foreign fishermen in the port of Amherst, my constables had 
succeeded in maintaining order and public peace, and the people of Amherst were grateful 
to them for their success in so doing.

One ofl my duties in going to the Magdalen Islands this time, wu to poet up the 
proclamations for the election of a member of the Legislative Council for the Gulf Division. 
This I did at Amherst harbor, at L’Etang du Nord, and at House Harbor, and I notified 
the returning officer, Mr. Gauvreau, of Rimouski, of the fact.

I went on the 8th to L’Etang du Nord, and on the 9th to House Harbor.
Nothing remarkable had occurred since my last visit in these localitiee.
Codfish had been abundant in Pleasant Bay and around the Magdalen Islands for 

some time: the boats brought in as many as four quintals every day; herring and mack­
erel were used as bait.

In the afternoon of the 9th, after taking on board Mr. Hammond and his men, we 
left for Shallop Creek, on the Island of Antieoeti.

On the following morning we landed the provisions fier the dépôt kept by the Govern­
ment for the assistance of the shipwrecked. Last year a brigantine named Grace, 
loaded with codfish from Grspé, was wrecked on the coast 16 miles above Shallop Creek, 
ou.the Uth December, and had not Mr. Bradley gone out to the assistance of the officers 
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and crew of the Teasel, they must all hittv perished. One of them sunk under the fatigue 
and cold he had endured, and most of the others had their feet frosen. At the keeper’s 
house they received the most unremitting attention during the whole winter. This spring 
they were taken to Gasp* by a schooner.

At 2.85 p.m., we reached the Eastern Point The supplies were delivered at Point 
lleath light house, and in the evening we left for Forteau light-heuae.

We had fine weather all night and for a portion of the aay on the 11th ; on reaching 
a paint in the Straits of Belle Isle about 10 leagues from Forteau, on a sudden the temper­
ature fell considerably, and the atmosphere became loaded with vapours ; these phenomena 
indicated the proximity of ice. Soon afterwards we saw icebergs, and at 6 p m. we were 
entirely surrounded with floating ice, the steamer going slowly.

After a time, seeing the uselessness of our efforts to push our way through the float­
ing miwiTTf of ice, the course of the vessel was changed, and at 7.80 p.m., we were tar 
enough from the ice to pass the night hove-to without danger.

On the 12th June we repeated our attempt to break through the barrier of ice be­
tween us and the north shore ; we spent this day also hove-to, as also the following night.

On the morning of the 18th, seeing that it was impossible to get through the Straits 
of Belle Isle, Captain Gourdeau determined to start for Sydney, in order to take in a sup­
ply of coal, as he had not enough to enable him to'go through Belle Isle and back.

We stopped however at La Tabatière on the morning or the 18th.
I visited the fishing establishments of that place, as well as those of Mutton Bay 

and Whale Head ; I put the salmon fisheries under lease during the day, and in the 
evening we anchored at the latter place.

The salmon fisheries had not been at all productive on this part of the .coast, and the 
hunting of far-bearing animals had almost completely failed the previous winter, so that 
the people were in great straits, and in fact some of them were reduced to utter poverty ; 
but the oodfishing was about to commence, and this would soon famish them abundant 
supplies, at least for some time.

On the following day I visited Little Meocatina Island, and gave out licensee for the 
salmon fisheries there, and at noon we started for Sydney.

On the 16th, a tempest forced us to seek shelter in St George’s Bsy, on the coast of 
Newfoundland ; there we met the French corvette Gauemdi, of six guns, commander 
Gauthier. This vessel, together with the corvette Lavoiner, commander Ribour, the 
corvette Müaa, commander Clouet, both of six guns, and two small schooners armed with 
swivel-guns, are engaged during the season in the servies of protecting the French fisheries 
en the coast ef Newfoundland and at the islands of St Pierre and Miquelon.

The fisheries cover four hundred and twenty miles of coast (not half the extent of 
the Canadian coast), commencing at Cap St Jean on the east, thence north-east by Quir- 
pon, thence west ss far ss Cape Bay, at the south-western extremity of Newfoundland, and 
the small islands of St Pierre, Langlade and Miquelon.

leave a description of these islands in my report of 1868.
The population of St George Bay, consisting of two hundred to three hundred per­

sona, are chiefly employed in the herring fishery, which fish make their first appearance 
there in the spring, and constitute the principal resource of the inhabitants.

This fish generally cornea in in enormous quantities. This spring the eateh was most
abundant

During the night, the weather having become fine, we continued our voyage, and on 
the following day at 8 p.m., we anchored in the port of Sydney.

We were occupied until the 20th in taking in a supply of coal.
On the 23rd we returned to the Straits of Belle Isle, and we were astonished to find 

the whole of the north shore from Anse aux Blanos Sablons still bordered with floating 
iee, which extended four or five miles out.

Thinking that by stretching out towards the ooaat of Newfoundland we might break a 
passage through as tar as Belle Isle, we steered accordingly ; but when off Green Island, 
on the const of Newfoundland, we saw that the strait was completely blocked up, and we 
were compelled to put back.

We endeavoured to approach Belles Amours in the evening, but the iee again pee- 
vented us from reaching that port The next day we succeeded in entering the exoeflent
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harbor of Bonne Espérance, to which, notwithstanding its distanee from the high sea, the 
ioe again Mowed os.

We remained there antil the 26th, and I took advantage of this delay of a few days 
to visit River 8t Paul, which falls into the sea quite close to the harbor of Bonne Espé­
rance, and the neighboring fishing stations. I also distributed licenses for the salmon 
fishery to the fishermen of Dog Islands, Bonne Espérance, Salmon Bar, Five Leagues, and 
Middle Bay. At the same time I myself, assisted by one of my officers, visited all the 
eohooners which were lying in Bonne Espérance harbor and Salmon Bay, of which the 
following is a list :—

Bonk* Espikancb Harbor, 26th Jras, 1862.

ÜUU ef Captain».

F. Mira.

Jacob AU 
A. Bum»HMc Moyle...... ......

Balia Young...........
Agile-....................
Four Brother»—
Sturgeon..................
Prince Ooawrt.......

J. W. Mullock

,-Maria.......

Lily el the Wert.......



I

44

Salmon Bat Harbor, 25th Juki, 1862.

Names of Schooners.* Kamos of Captains. Of what Port Tonnage
Number

of
Men.

Number
of

Boats.

Amelia.................................
T"

Newbury Ports........... 100 16 g
do ............. 120 16
do .............. 130 16

J. T Ash........................... do 115 16 5
Independence ..................... William Howitt.................. do ............. 00 16 5

Walter Joy......................... do no 16
Emma V............................... William Sanborn .............. do 150 16
T. P. Johnson...................... Rickard Joy...................... do ...... . 114 IS 8

Total................ MS 125 41

• E*ch of these schooners bed, besides, two boats to manage the seine.

The salmon and cod fishery had not as yet been begun anywhere, and it was not until 
just before our departure that a few salmon were taken in River St. Paul, and the first cod 
were caught off Bonne Espérance ; there can be no question but that the cod, the caplin, 
and the salmon had been prevented from approaching the shore at an earlier period by 
the ice.

Beside-, even if there had been fish on the fishing grounds beford|that time, the 
boats could not have got to them, so closely waa the ice packed against the shore; moreover, 
the ice, carried sometimes in one direction, sometimes in another by the tide, would have 
prevented the boats from anchoring properly ; or had that been successfully done, they 
would have been disturbed every moment bylpieces of ice which mi^ht have crushed 
them, unless they hastened to get out of the war.

The autumn seal fishing had not been gc^nd in consequence of the severity of the 
weather during the time when the sealr made their appearance. At the same time the 
hunting of fur-yielding animals, in the interior, having produced but very little, many 
of the inhabitants had suffered from the scarcity of provisions, and this delay of the most 
productive branch of their industry added still more to their troubles.

Forty-two Nova Scotian schooners were in Bonne Kspéianoe Harbor awaiting the 
commencement of the cod fishery; there were fifteen belonging to the United States in. 
Salmon Bay.

The crews of these schooners amounted to a total of six hundred and seven men, dis­
tributed over one hundred and eighty-three fishing boats The American schooners had 
besides fourteen large seiues well equipped.

No infraction of the fishery law was reported, nor had there been any disturbance of 
the public peace and order.

< *n the afternoon of the 26th June, we again setoff for Forteau, and this time again the 
ice prevented us from reaching that place ; we were obliged to anchor under the lee of 
Wood Island. But the same evening the ice,, brought down by the sea, compelled us to 
get away from the land for the night ; I had been able, however, to land on Wood Island 
for an hour and visit Mr. Alfred LeBoutillier, the agent at the largest fishing station on 
that island.

That gentleman informed me that the island had been surrounded with ice for more 
than a month, and that their vessels from Jersey had not been able to approach it. One 
of them had been surrounded with ice several times, and had lost four anenors.

The fishery had not yet begun either there or at Anse aux Blancs Sablons.
We lay to under a strong east wind all day on the 27th, and the next day we 

succeeded in getting into Forteau Bay for shelter ; during the greater part of the day we 
had snow and hail.

Although Forteau Bay is not in Canada (being fifteen miles from ihe frontier, at the 
head of Anse aux Blancs Sablons), 1 consider that I ought to give the number of fishing 
poets there, as the Canadian fishermen very often go there to transact business.
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Fishing Stations at Forteau Bay, &c.

FIRMS. AGENTS. FISHING BOATS.

Le Boutillier Brothers................. Joseph Mourant.......................... 20
De Quettcvillc Brothers................
Du Haumc......................................

Captain De Foy..............................
Captain Le Greeley............... .......

19
9
2
3
2

Ed. Cribb........................................ E. Cribb...............................$......
R. H. Ellis......................................
Letto & Flynn................................

Total....................................... 55

Forteau Bay presents about the same chances of success in the cod fishery as Anse aux 
Blancs Sablons.

On the morning di the 30th, the weather being calm, wc succeeded in getting opposite 
to Forteau Point, and landed the provisions which we had brought fur the light-house 
there. We were, however, still surrounded with ice, and wc were unable to anchor. Z

On that day the Forteau Bay and Anse à l’Eau fishing boats took some cod for the 
first time this spring ; the fish appeared to be abundant, and we remarked an immense 
quantity of caplin, and a great many whales in pursuit of them.

About noon we sailed for Belle Isle, which we sighted towards evening. The wind 
was too high to allow of our anchoring near the light-house lauding place.

The captain then endeavored to reach Château Bay, and subsequently Kirpon, but 
an impenetrable barrier of ice, four or five miles wide, prevented us from getting in, and 
we were compelled to take shelter for the night <0 the north of Belle ls'.e.

The next day the weather was fine, and we profited by it in the morning to* such an 
extent, that before two ip'.the afternoon we had landed all the provisions and articles 
intended for the Belloyfsle light house.

In the evening we returned for anchorage to Anse à l’Eau, aud on the morning of 
the 2nd July, we reached Anse aux Blancs Sablons. *

During this voyage through the Straits of Belle Isle, the narrowest part of which is, 
as is known, but ten miles wide, we moreover mot with floating ice, called field ice by the 
English sailors, and icebergs to the number of nearly one hundred, of enormous size and 
of every possible shape. Some of them, seen from a distance, resembled ships under sail ; 
others were shaped like steeples ; others again had been quite pierced through by the 
waves, one being a perfect representation of the celebrated Percé, without, however, the 
opening resembling a gothic door at its base.

There was a quadrilateral iceberg in Forteau Bay, standing at least 70 feet above the 
level of the sea, which was aground in 160 feet of water.

Further in the strait we encountered some icebergs of much greater size than this, 
and among others one in the neighborhood of Belle Isle ; its summit, in the form of a 
truncated pyramid, rose to a height of at least one hundred aud thirty feet above the sur­
face of the sea, and its base rested on the bottom, on a spot where the marine chart gave a 
depth of at least forty fathoms, or 240 feet, making the tytal height of the iceberg 1)70 
feet at the least. *

It is well known that icebergs are driven ashore by the currents and the eddies, 
created around them.

I must add that the field ice and icebergs we had met in the Straits of Belle Isle, 
had appeared there only towards the end of May, and that previous to that period the 
•traits bad been almost entirely free from ice since the end of April.

The icebergs found in the Straits of Belle Isle in the spring, and in some instances 
during the whole summer, are, it is well known, brought down by the currents from the 
Arctic seas.



In the Blancs Sablons harbor, there were six brigantines and eight schooners engaged 
in the oodfishery. I went over the fishing establishments at Blancs Sablons, Wood 
Island and Long Point, and found everything in good order at those places.

At the same time I sent one of my officers to perform the same duty at Bradore Bay, 
where he found the following vessels

Bradore Bat.

Names of Schooners.

>

Names ef Captains. Of what Port. Tonnage.
Number

of
Men.

Number
of

Boats.

Ed. Denis................... Georgetown............... 63 14 4
R. Nicholson.............. Charlottetown..... .

Prince Edwd’s Island..
60 12 8

Q. Case....................... 49 12 8
Rising Sun........................... J. Messerney.............. St. George Bay.......... so t 8

Frs. Le Fil ate.. ..At.... Halifax........................ 88 6 2
Jacob Hewitt.............. St. John Nfld.............. 106 10 S
H. Messerney............. St. George Bay.......... 47 7 2
William Shaw............ do .......... ie ï 8

T.tal...... -....... «il î* 18

The eodflshery on that part of the coast had hardly commenced.
. The netting of seals was not ended, but the ice had teen a great obstacle, and the 

yield was not expected to be as great as that of an ordinary year.
I will give at the end of this report a table shewing .the number of seals taken on the 

coast, during the fall season of 1861, and during the spring season of this year.
There were in Anse aux Blanvs Sablons and in Bradore Bay about the same number 

of fishermen as last year.
On the following day the weather was highly favorable for fishing, and the ice having 

floated away from the coast, a large number of boats went fishing on the banks. The cape­
lin, which they had in abundance near the shore, was the bait used. Codfish seemed to be 
abundant

At 10.30 a.ui., as my presence was no longer necessary at Anse aux Blancs Sablons, 
we left for St. Augustin, were we arrived in the afternoon.

In the port of St. Augustin we found the following schooners, fitted out for the cod 
fishery :—

Harbor < r St. Augustin. '

Names of Schooners. Names of Captains. Of wbnt Port. Tonnage.
Number

of
* Men.

Nuabei
of

Boat..

lVnigsn ....................... Halifax........................ 84 u 8
lirilliuuL Star................ dor ........................ 40 n 4
Agile ............................ E." Voglar...... ......... do ......................... 28 e
Prouesse .................... «0 n 8
Wicky Iscgft................. W. Park............... . do ......................... *4 u 8
J. P. Cartwell ............. G. Hunter............... do ......................... 81 u 8
Baronet ....................... do ........................ «8 li 8
Belle............................ M. Feel.................... do ......................... 48 u 8
Young Nova Scotian... E. Racey ................ Lu nom bourg.............. «0 18 4
Visit ............................. W. Paul.................. Halifax........................ 46 11 s

Total.................. 418 111 81
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Ten other schooners had left the day before for the eastern part of the coast.
The crews of these vessels had only, up to that time, had a few days’ fishing, the 

cod having appeared on these coasts in large numbers only quite recently.
I spent the 4th in visiting the fisheries of the locality. Notwithstanding a thick fog 

I reached the mouth of the St. Augustyi river, fifteen miles distant from the port, in order 
to see whether any nets had been set in contravention of tho fishery regulations. I found 
all the fishing gear set in accordance with my wishes, and obtained highly valuable inform­
ation relative to the course of the River St. Augustin, which I will publish at the con­
clusion of this report.

Not a single salmon had as vet been taken in the St. Augustin River. In the even­
ing we returned on board. A

On the 5th, after an early start, I was enabled to land during the forenoon at Whale- 
Head and Kikapoë, in order to lei the salmon fisheries in those localities ; then towards 
noon we steered for Coacoachoo, where we came to an anchor the same evening. (

On thé 6th I sent Mr. Hammond to Wapitigun to visit the fisheries there. 1 myself, 
ascended the River Coacoachoo as far as the first rapids, in order to examine its course and 
see how the fisheries had been carried on ; I will give a description of it at the close of my re­
port. It is sufficient to stato that since the occupant has confined himself to the use of 
nets, he takes hardly any salmon.

On the 7th, at 9 a.m., we came to an anchor at the River Kegasca ; I had sent one of 
my boats to visit the Olomanosheebo or Romaine and Mus [uarro Rivers, and afterwards to 
meet the steamer at Kegasca.

I then gave my attention to the complaint of Jean Boudreault, the lessee of the River 
Kegasca, against Jean Giroux, accusing the latter of having fished in the river, during 
the month of July of last year, without a license and contrary to the wishes of the lessee 
The proof being complete, Giroux was condemned in tho highest penalty, $20, which was 
paid at once.

I afterwards visited the Kegasca establishments ; everything was in order. Codfish­
ing had commenced a month previously, and promised a very good yield.

Two Kegasca schooners had been engaged in seal fishing, and had met with tolerable 
success ; they will be found in the table of schooners at Kegasca.

On the morning of the 8th, my large boat arrived from Musquarro. My officer had 
seen, in a harbour opposite the River Olomanosheebo, the following schooners:—

Name of Schooner. Names of Captains.

Nile..................................... H. Mitchell...............
N. Messenger..................... A. Staton..................
William ...7.......................... T. Mitchell.................

Of whit Pert.

Halifax . 
dn 
do 
do

4
Total..

Tonnage.
Number

of
Men.

Number
of

Boat..

- 7 2
50 11 3
2» 8 2

1 23 7 2

| 118 8$ »

Other schooners, to the number of fifteen, had also been engaged iu the cod fishery 
with success ; the fish had, however, ceased to be abundant for some days past.

The salmon nets used in the Olomanosheebo amj Musquarro rivers, were set in 
conformity with the law.

At 9 a m. 1 visited the River Kegasca, which I ascended as far as the first rapids; 
I found all things in accordance with the regulations. I leased it, and also a fishing 
station in the vicinity. It was only a week since the first salmon had been taken in the 
Kegasca River. >

At 1.45 p.m. we came to an anchor off the Great Natashquen River, which I visited.
Robert'Htauley and his partner Qnigley, carried on the nshery as in former years ; 

they had taken their first salmon on the 5th oi June. Since that period fish had been

/
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plentiful in the river, and the produce of their fishery had already reached two hundred 
and eighty barrele : thin was certainly a splendid yield.

1 ordered one of my officer* to ascend the river to aee whether all the nets were ant in 
rdanee with the law ; ho was instructed, at the same time, to set stakes to mark the 
er limits of the estuary of the river.

x
I proceeded to the harbour of Natashquan in the afternoon.x_
There, were, at one and the same time, in this port ninety schooners from Canada, 

Nova Scotia, and the United States, all engaged in the ood fishery which had been abund­
ant, though not so much so as last year.

For some days previously the number of cod—which had first appeared about the 10th 
of June—had sniMvhut fallen off, in the vicinity of the coast, and those vessels had gone 
towards the lowci^^Bd of the north coast.

Capelin had been taken in abundance during two days only, and this was great loss to 
the fishermen, who had frequently run out of bait; they had used small herring instead.

The boats had taken about one hundred quintals of cod each, and the fishing was not
yet over.

The Natashquan schooners had been very'successful in seal hunting (see table showing 
the number taken by each of them).

The village, which now contains about twenty-five houses, was in a stale of tranquillity 
and order.

Mr. Ed. I)u La Perrclle, who employs a large number of persona at his Establishment 
in the harbour of “ La Frégate,” bad no complaint to make against any of them.

I leased two fishing stations on the Natasnquan shoals, and returned on board in the 
evening.

On the morning of the 9th, the officer whom I had sent up the River Natashquan the 
day before, returned, after accomplishing the object for which he was sent to my entire 
satisfaction.

On leaving Natashquan, I left one of my men, Jean Blanchette, there as a fishery 
overseer. He was instructed to see that the fishery regulations were strictly observed, 
and particularly to prevent any person from spearing salmon,

Mr. Linklatcr, the agent of the Hudson’s Bay Company, at whose house J. Blanchette 
was to stay, promised me to assist the litter by every means in his power.

About 8 a.m. we came to an anchor off the River Agwanus.
The occupant of this river, Sylvester Kennedy, had, it appeared, refused to arrange with 

the Hudson's Bay Company, and to take the license I had granted to that Company for the 
salmon fishing of the river ; I compelled him to comply with all that my instructions 
required, and I jnade him pay the arrears he owed for the lioensee of 1860 and 1861 ; and 
before leaving, I made him take up two nets, which were not set in strict conformity with 
the regulations. The produce of the river was 16 barrels of salmon.

At 1 p.m, I reached the River Nspitippi. I ascended it as far as the Falls, a distance 
of about one mile from the sea ; there is no obstruction to prevent the passage of salmon.

I measured the distance between several nets ; I found that some of them were too 
dose together, and Caused them to be taken up.

The produce of the fishing was small : about seven barrels of salmon.
A great many harbor seals had been seen this season. These amphibious animals 

carry on a destructive wa fare against the salmon and trout, and this may account ior the 
falling off in the catch of the former this year at Napitippi.

At 8 IQ a.m. we reached Washeeskoo. I landed at once to see Mr. Joseph Tanguay, 
wbo carries on salmon fishing there and in two other rivers. I gave him fishing licenses 
for the stations occupied by him in these three rivers ; at the same time 1 collected the 
moneys due the government by him.

1 returned on board at night. I may state that that part of the north shore of the 
Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, extending from Natashquan to Point aux Esquimaux, a distance of 
65 miles, is the most thinly settled portion of the whole coast, because there is no oodfish- 
ing carried on there.

A thick fog prevented us from reaching Point aux Esquimaux until the following 
day at 11.10 a.m. I have already given a list of the schooners of this locality, with the
quantity 
ood off i

■ of seals taken b 
the lower part o

These vessels had since gone out to nan tor
t- V .
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I had no difficulties whatever to settle at Point an* Esquimaux.
At 4 80 p.m. we came to an anchor in the harbor of Mingan, where we found fourteen 

schooners, which the bad weather had compelled to seek a shelter.
There was alsodin tyirt the English yacht Genrvra, of eighty tons. Mr. Lament, the 

proprietor of that beautiful vessel, had come to enjoy the pleasures of fishing and hunting, 
and at the same time to pursue geographical and geological studies.

The few gentlemen who had been fishing for salmon with the fly had been highly 
successful ; all reports stated that the river was full of salmon. No person had fished 
with nets.

On the morning of the 11th we were at Long Point. I found there five schooners, 
anchored near the ooiet and fishing for cod. There bad been a great abundance of fish 
for the previous eight days, and Mr 0. Hamilton with his nineteen b 'ats had already 
taken nice hundred quintals. The neighboring fishermen had been equally successful.

There was every indication of a good year's fishing in this locality, though the cod 
had appeared rather late.

Everything had been quiet at Mingan and Long Point since the beginning of the 
season.

At 9.15a m. wo came to an anchor off the River St. Jean. Mr. Beaulieu, whom I met 
there, told me that the first salmon had been caught on the 11th of June.

The catch of this fish was good, but less abundant than last year. The season was 
on the point of closing. 1

The cod had appeared on the coast on the 24th June, and they had been abundant 
since that date. Unfortunately capelin had been scarce, and this circunutancgyprevented 
the fishermen from being as successful as they would have been, had bail Been abundant.

I had no report of any infringement of the fishery laws. . \ ^
I appointée! Mr. Beaulieu superintendent of the harbour in the river, and I estab­

lished a ballast-ground.
At three p.m. we reached Rivière au Tonnerre.
When off Ridge Point, I sent one of my boats, in charge of Mr. Hammond, to visit 

the flshiug establishments of that locality and of the neighbouring posts.
I appointed Mr. John Loieel harbour-master at Rivière au Tonnerre.
While there, a complaint for an assault and battery was laid before me; but as the 

accused was out fishing and uot expected home until evening, I found time, before taking 
action in the matter, to visit Shell-Drake River.

On reaching the latter, at 5.80 p.m., I gave out three fiahiog licenses, and I saw that 
all was in order there, as well as in the neighbouring bays.

On returning to Rivière au Tonnerre, at 9.45 p.m., I immediately summoned the 
party accused of assault before me, and as the case was clearly proved, and the offence of a 
serious nature, I condemned him to a fine of f 10, which was paid at once.

After gathering all useful information respecting the fisheries of that part of the 
coast, [ returned on board at 10 p.m., just as a strong wind sprung ap from the E.S.E. ; 
we sailed immediately for Gaspé. During the night we had a heavy head sea and rain.

We were abreast of Cap des Rosiers at 9.80 a.m. on the 12th, and at noon we anchor­
ed in Gaspé Basin.

There were then but very few schooners in the port.
The fishery overseer, Mr Boyle, reported everything in order in his division.
On the 14th we left Gaspé Basin ; we first stopped at Point St. Pierre, then at Percé, 

and in the evening we anchored at Paspebiac.
At the two first mentioned places, cod fishing had suffered somewhat, but only from 

scarcity of bait ; for there was an abundance of fish on the banks and particularly on Green 
Bank, where fishermen provided with good bait had taken as much as fifteen dra/let of cod 
in a single dav.

Mackerel had made its first appearanm, but in very small quantities only. No 
American schooners had as yet appeared to disturb our fishermen.

At Port Daniel, the neighbouring stations, and Paspebiac, fishing had been attended 
with favorable results, and nothing had occurred to disturb the pesos and tranquillity of 
these coasts.

7
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The port of Paspebiac wee almost deserted at thia period ; it was the time when the 
Teasels make their summer voyage to the Antilles, Brasil and the Mediterranean.

On the 15th, at noon, we left Paepebiac, reaching Carleton at 4.3Û, p.m., apd there 
engaged a pilot to take the Napoleon III. up the riser Kistigouche. In th^arening we 
ànehored at Dalhousie : at that point ia the beet and perhaps the only su|#We anchorage fnr 
our steamer in the river Kistigouche. Besides, even if we had wished to reach Campbeil- 
town, fifteen miles higher up, we could not have done so, owing to the difficulty of navi­
gating so large a vessel as ours, in a river full of banks of mud, on which we should have 
run great risk of grounding.

Nevertheless I had to ascend the river Kistigouche and also the Matapédiae, to ascer­
tain the state of the salmon fisheries, and was forced to make the journey by land. I 
started early on the morning of the sixteenth, in company with Mr. Barbarie, advocate of 
Dalhousie, and one of the most ardent promoters of all the measures adopted in the county 
of Bistigouchc for the preservation of the fisheries.

We took the right side of the river, in New Brunswick, as the shortest and best route ; 
we passed through the magnificent district bordering the New Brunswick side of the Ris- 
tigouohe, and'in the evening we camped at Clarke’s Brook, on the river Matapédiae, six 
miles above its junction with the Kistigouche.

From the information I gathered on the way, it aras quite evident that, on the Cana­
dian side, the fishery laws have been strictly obeyed, and that not a single salmon had been 
speared, either by the whites or by the Indians, in our waters ; and similar reports were 
also made by the fishery overseen.

But on the New Brunswick side, unfortunately, such had not been the case. The 
salmon fishery regulations of this province had been openly violated by a large number of 
fishermen and by Indians.

Not content with spearing the salmon, they had also taken them with seines and nets 
in the creeks, where they were found in large numbers ; and this occuired almost under 
the eyea of the fishery overseer, who seemed to have neither the authority nor the means 
to prevent these depredations. Moreover, as these offioers are not paid, it ie not probable 
that they are often inclined to quarrel with their neighbors, and in some oases their inti­
mate friends, by bringing them before the magistrate, and procuring their punishment 
for an infringement of the fishery regulations.

My information was furnished me by several inhabitants of New Brunswick, and by 
Mr. Barbarie, who, while discharging the dntiee of his profession, also act* as clerk of the 
court of sessions of the magistrates, which establishes the regulations governing the 
county fisheries, subject, however, to the approval of the governor of the province.

This state of things is to be deplored, tor it will be in vain for us to preserve the sal­
mon in that part of the River Riatigouehe and its tributaries which belong to Ca­
nada, if the same be not done on the part of New Brunswick. And thus, it will be many 
yean before the salmon increase to any appreciable extent, in fact they may decrease.

The report from the Matapédiae river waa favorable. Large quantities of ealmon had 
passed up. They had been seen to leap, in a great many places.

On the following day I leturned to Dalhousie, after visiting the Mission and Camp- 
bellton, having satisfied myself that on our side of the river all waa in order. The salmon 
nets had been removed some days before.

On the morning of the 18th we left Dalhousie. We delayed a short time at Carleton 
to land our pilot, apd three houn afterwards we landed at Paspébiac.

I landed to see whether my presence was in any way needed, and finding everything 
in order, I returned on board at 11 a.m. As our coal was running abort, we started for 
Piotou, in order to take in a supply, and reached that port the following evening.

The Napoleon III. shipped her coal on the 21ct and 22nd, and left on the 28rd tor 
Gaspé Basin, which we reached towards noon.

I myself took passage ou the Lady Head, which left Pictou on Tuesday evening, in 
order to visit (though hastily) the River Miramiehi, so celebrated for the quality and 
abundance of ita salmon and trout. Never did that fine river more richly deeerve its 
reputation than this year; for, according to the reports made to me at Chatham itself, 
there had never before been so many salmon taken.

At the laie au Renard stations, ten thousand of these valuable fish had been taken ;

;
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and at another station on Isle au Portage, no less than eight hundred had been caught in 
a single-day.

The'truut that asoend the Miramiohi river in large numbers are a fine large fish, and 
I saw sonie very fine specimens at Chatham, weighing from five to six pounds each ; they 
had been brought in by Indians.

Unfortunately, the regulations are not very strictly carried out, for want of active and 
competent .officers for the service ; and it is much to be feared that the noble River 
Miramichijwill soon cease to be one of the most productive salmon rivers in North 
America.

The Lady Head reached Gaspé Basin on the evening of the 24th.
Immediately after the arrival of the Napoleon ill. in that port, the crew had 

commenced shipping the materials—deals, boards, and jacks—which the Board of Works 
had sent down, and four ship-carpenters to be employed in the work we were to do upon 
La Canadienne, in order to float her and tow her to Quebec. ,

On the 25th, the fishery overseer at Gaspé, Mr. Boyle, came to lay a complaint against 
the Indians, Joseph Basque, Baptiste Basque, and Baptiste Lauson, who were accused of 
having illegally speared a quantity of salmon in a river under lease—Rivière du Nord- 
Ouest. I immediately issued summonses against the accused parties, but my constables 
were only able to secure Baptiste Basque : the others were in the woods. Baptiste Basque 
was brought before me, acknowledged his guilt, and was condemned to a fine of *8, 
which he paid at once.

I again sent my constables, on the following day, to arrest Basque and Lauson, who 
could not be found on the previous day, but the search was unsuccessful ; the Indians 
being still in the woods.

The fog prevented us from leaving before 2.45 pjn. on this day.
W hen we were abreast of Cape Gaspé, a thick mist shut out the coast from our view, 

thereby preventing us from visiting Rivière au Renard and the adjoining posts, as I 
intended, but we, nevertheless, held on our course for the River Moisie.

On the following day the fog was still thick ; we were forced to lay-to a part of the 
morning ; but at last we reached Seven Islands at 2.80 p.m.

The following schooners were at Seven Islands :—Clara, F. Poirrier, master ; Marie 
Luce, F. Fraser, master ; J. L. A., Joe. Gilken, master.

These schooners were engaged in the coasting trade and carrying codfish.
The customs officer of the port of Seven Islands, with whom I entered into communi­

cation, reported that he had no complaint to make against any person, and that the nimber 
of schooners entered at the port was less than last year.

There were no longer any cod fishermen in the bay of Seven Islands ; they had gone 
to settle on the Moisie river two years before.

However there was no lack of cod in the bay, and there had been an abundance of 
herring during a portion ol the season.

Towards evening we sailed for the River Moisie ; we did not succeed in coining to an 
anchor before the morning of the 28th, a thick fog preventing us from making out the land.

Salmon-fishing, with both net and fly, was most productive this year in the Moisie. It 
was stated that Mr. Halliday must have obtained from all his stations, about 500 barrels of 
that splendid fish, a great portion of which he had sold fresh, in the markets of Canada 
and the United States; ana that Messrs. Williams à Beacon had caught, with the fly, 319 
salmon/equivalent to about 141 barrels. This was undoubtedly a splendid yield.

According to the report of the fishery overseer, Oapt Louis Bernier, there had been 
no infringement of the fishery regulations relative to salmon fishing.

Codfishing on Moisie banks, though tolerably good, had not produced as much as 
last year, and had not attracted as many schooners.

At the period of our arrival there were but four schooners there; John Renaud, 
the master of one of them, the Hawk, was summoned before me by the fishery overseer, 
for having thrown fish ofial into the river Moisie ; but the evidence produced by the com­
plainant was not sufficient to prove the guilt of the party accused, and he was therefore 
acquitted.

This was tlie only complaint of that nature the overseer had to make.
After having visited all the stations on both sides of the river, and seen that all wee in 

rder, we left for La Petite Trinité, and came to an anchor near La Canadienne at 6 p.m.

* ; S-
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On the following day I landed with my officers, the earpentora who had been sent 
down from Quebec, and our men, and we commenced the necessary works for raising, 
floating, and launching the schooner. These various and difficult operations were 
performed under the superintendence of Mr. Gagné, master carpenter of the Provincial 
Steamer Board, of which Mr. Buteau is the manager, and, whenever the weather permitted, 
Captain Gcurdeau landed with the greater part of hie men, and rendered us nloet efficient 
assistance, contributing greatly to the success of our undertaking.

We spent three days in placing the schooner on even keel.
On the 1st of Auguat the carpenters began work at the interior platform, which was 

to prevent the water from entering the hold of the vessel, and thus cause her to float.
On the 7th it was finished, and tried at high tide. It* was staunch, and answered 

perfectly the purpose for which it was intended.
The schooner had floated a little in her bed at high water, but it was necessary to 

await the high tides of the full moon, in order to take her out to aea.
On the 8th, ten large oaaks were solidly fastened to the schooner's aidea, in order to 

lighten her stÿl more.
At 10.80 p m. of the same day, the schooner bcgltMo roll at her berth ; then a alight 

breeae of wind from the eaat, caused her to work for a few momenta, and soon after she 
was entirely afloat.

The night was not very clear, but we could see well enough to do what was necessary, 
and the sea was calm.

We promptly availed ourselves of all these favorable circumstances; the word of com­
mand was given, and all hands went to work.

While some of the sailors slackened the ropes that held us to the shores, the others 
hauled with a will upon a strong cable tackle fastened at the end to a large rock in the 
offing, and we had the gratification of seeing the schooner glide out to sea, without touching 
one of the rucks that surrounded us.

Soon afterwards we recovered our anchor chain which was lying outside the beach ; it 
was brought to the windlaae which the men plied with unusutfl energy, and in fifteen mi­
nutes afterwards we were safe at anchor in fifteen fathoms water.

We thus succeeded in saving La Canadienne ; the stillness of the night aud the high 
tides caused by the E. and 8. E. winds of the previous days, had powerfully assisted us in 
accomplishing the work; but it muet also be said, that we neglected none of the meana 
usually adopted in such cases, in order to insure the complete success of our undertaking.

Once we had the schooner anchored in deep water, all that remained to be done waa 
to put on board the Napoleon III. the materials, tools, Ac., which we had on shore.

At 7 a m. (9th August), we left La Petite Trinité, with La Canadienne in tow, 
fastened with two cables.

The morning was fins ; in ths afternoon the eaat wind, which had been blowing since 
morning, increased in violence, and in the evening became a real tempest, compelling us 
to anchor for the night at the Brandy Pots.

We reached Quebec at 6 p.m. the following day.
I reported my voyage to the assistant oommiasioner of Crown Lands, and awaited 

orders for onr third cruise in the gulf.

THIRD VOYAGE.

It was upon the evening of the 30th of August that we left Quebec, upon our third 
and last voyage in the gulf, with the autumn supplies for the light-houses.

The neat day, a little below the Traverse of St. Roch, we perceived a vessel aground, 
with her masts gone by the board, and her flag hoisted with a waft. We approached her : 
it proved to be the Prussian ship Frederick Der Oroi, which was placed in this critical 
position.

We offered to take the captain on board with his crew ; but he etill reckoned on 
saving hie vessel, and declined our offer. What was moat important to him waa to 
telegrapMc^Quebec, in order that the necessary assistance might be sent to him, and 
accordingly when paaaing River du Loup, some hours afterwards, we took hia despatch to 
the telegraph office at that place.
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On the morning of the first of September we arrived at the Pointe des Monta light­
house.

About four hours were spent in landing the oil and provisions at that plane ; we then 
steered fur the Caribou Islands (Mr. Comcau, the overseer of fisheries for that division, 
not being at home, we did not stop), and about noon we shaped our course for Seven 
Islands; but a thick fog having risen, we did not enter that port until the next day.

On the part of the coast which we had just been visiting, the cod had been coming in 
for several weeks, and the bait of which the fishermen were making use was the burgan, 
a species of mollusk of the genus turbo, of which the cod is very fond.

At Cawee the fishermen had obtained satisfactory results.
Wo found the following schooners engaged in fishing at Seven Islands :—Schooners 

J. L. A., Alma and Marie Louite.
The cod was not very abundant in the bay, and for some time past the herring had 

become scarce. The fishing lines were baited with shell-fish, of which a great many are 
found in the sand banks at the head of the bay.

Mr. Smith, the collector of the port, had, up to that time, experienced no diffieulty in 
the discharge of his official duties.

At 9 o'clock a.m., we set off for the Moisie River, where we anchored at 11 o’clock: 
but I could not land on account of the great swell which the south-east wiud had raised 
on the shore, and in tho afternoon the wind blowing still harder, we returned for shelter 
to Seven Islands.

At 3 in the morning the fine weather allowed us to return to Moisie. Captain Ber­
nier, whom I met there, reported nothing remarkable since my last visit to that place ; 
everything had gone ou in an orderly manner.

For three weeks the cod had been scarce at that place, and the boats had almost ceased 
fishing for some days, for want of bait. But the season could not be reckoned a bad one, 
for the fishermen had taken on an average forty-five quintals,—that is to say, ninety quin­
tals to each boat.

An interesting fact to be observed was, that at Moisie this year, and generally at the 
fishery stations which extend from that place to Mingan Long Point, the livers of the 
cod, although the fish itself was as fine as in other years, were so lean that our fishermen 
could only obtain from them one half the oil which they yield in ordinary years : that is to 
say, one barrel of thirty gallons to every hundred quintals of cod, instead of two barrels, or 
even two barrels and a half. This, beyond a question, depends on the nature of the food 
upon which the cod had subsisted on the Moisie banks; it may be that instead of caplin 
and sand eel, which are very oily, as is well known, they had been compelled to subsist on 
the Crustacea and molluscs with which those banks are covered.

I found only three schooners anchored in the Moisie River.
We left that river about 11 o’clock, and arrived at Shell Drake at 3 pm.
At Anse le Gros I visited the establishments of Captain le Gros, and of Messrs. 

Verdon and Fergusson, where there were twenty-four fishing vessels, which had on an 
average taken «toe hundred quintals each. Sand eels had been abundant for some time.

On the Shew Drake River bank, the boats had been very successful.
During the summer, east winds bad been moet prevalent on that coast. They are not 

as unfavorable to the fishery as the south and west winds are.
I noticed the following vessels in the Shell Drake River : the schooners Marie 

Primroee and Virginie, and the brigantine Onitime, all three engaged in the cod fishery 
and the codfish carrying trade.

For some years past tho fishery had been less successful at Shell Drake, and the 
fishermen there had diminished in number. This year neither the cod nor the bait had 
been very abundant there. _

All was quiet at that place,
At 6.30 p.ufciwe left, and opposite Thunder River, the boat which I had sent away, 

under the command of one of my officers, returned ; the following is the report made to 
me:—At Trout River, Duck Creek and Thunder River, there were twenty-four boats 
engaged in fishing. The cod had been tolerably plentiful, and the results had, in general, 
been better than in 1861.

The schooners I’abot and Victorine, employed by the firm of LeBoutillier Brothers, to 
carry cod to the south, were in port completing their cargo of dried ood.
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A rumor of a very advantageous nature, if true, waa in circulation there, to the effect 
that the Magpie fishermen had a short time before discovered a fishing bank opposite that 
bay, fifteen miles from shore, where they found cod in great abundance ; it was their 
intention to fish it this autumn, and also to a greater extent next summer.

If we had had time, we should have gone and convinced ourselves, by soundings, of the 
correctness of the report in question ; but as we were in a hurry to reach the light-houses, 
we postponed the undertaking until next year.

This discovery was the more fortunate because, for the last year or two, the cod had 
not appeared in as great quantity as formerly on the coast opposite Indian Harbour and 
Ridge Point, and the fishermen had in part abandoned those places to go farther.

At Magpie the fishery had produced abundant results. No complaint waa made to 
my officer.

As we were unable that evening to reach River St. John, we lay to for the night.
At 8 o'clock on the morning of the 4th we anchored at River 8t. John, where we 

found the following three schooners : Hatty, Marie Marguerite, and Irinie, employed in 
in the cod trade.

Mr. Beaulieu, the fishery overseer at that place, made a most favorable report to me 
as to the manner in which the fishery law was there observed. Notwithstanding this, the 
salmon fishery in the St. John and Magpie rivers had been less productive than last year ; 
the same number of nets had, however, been used.

Are we to suppose that the number of salmon frequenting these rivers was less this 
year than last year, or that the salmon were as plentiful aa,in 1861, but that this year, in 
consequence of the greater height or lowness of the stream and the increased or diminished 
dearness of the water, they contrived to evade the snares laid for them, and so escape the 
nets of the fishermen ? I incline to the latter opinion, acquainted as I am with the care­
ful manner in which those rivers have been superintended for several years past, and I am 
of opinion that the salmon must have increased there.

Besides, it has been shown by experience that the salmon fishery in rivers does not 
produce the same amount of fish every year, although such variation does not necessarily 
shew that the number of salmon has decreased.

At the end of this report, I give the names of the occupants of the fishery stations on 
River St. John and the neighbouring rivers, with the quantity of salmon taken, Ac., Ac.

At noon, we anchored at Mingan Long Point.
At that place, the cod Èshery had been very productive since our first visit, and had 

yielded very abundant results, thanks, in part, to the ease with which our fishermen had 
been able to obtain bait for their lines, such as caplin, sand-eels and mackerel.

Their boats had taken, on an average, one hundred and twenty-five quintals of cod.
During the months of July and August, about twenty schooners from Nova Scotia and 

three from the V ni ted States came to engage in the cod fishery on the bank outside the 
mouth of the River St. John, also called the Mingan Bank; they were tolerably suooessiul.

Our fishermen, moreover, had not to complain of any act of depredation or insult on 
the part of these strangers.

At 6.30 in the afternoon we entered Mingan harbor; as there was appearance of bad 
weather, we passed the night there.

The schooners Harriet of Halifax, and St. Laurent of Quebec, and the brigantine 
Mingan of New Carlisle, were in that port. The latter was waiting for a load of cod for 
Brasil.

I received most encouraging reports at Mingan from the officers of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company as to the abundance of salmon in the Mingan River. A great many were even 
seen in the harbor during the mouth of August, as well as several shoals of mackerel. 
Unfortunately there was no equipment for the taking of the latter.

The news which 1 received by way of Mingan from Esquimaux Point was most favor­
able, and as everything there was going on in an orderly manner, I did not think it neces­
sary to proceed thither.

On the morning of the 6th, wo started for the light-house on the west point of the 
Island of Anticosti, where we arrived at 9.30 a in. We then proceeded to lajt^the provi­
sions, and about one in the afternoon we arrived at Ellis Bay.

The tide being out, wc had to wait for the high water in.the evening to remove the

»



provisions intended for the depot on shore, so that we were unable to leave that place until 
the next morning.

At 9.15 a.m. on the 6th we anchored at the south-west point of the Island of Antieoeti.
While the light house was being provisioned I landed, in the hope of meeting Mr. 

Corbett, the lessee of the rivers on the island, but with no better success than in the spring, 
Mr. Corbett being at Quebec. -__.

As I had heard that there were Indians at Jupiter River, I went thither in my boat.
I saw nobody, although I ascended the river two or three miles from the mouth, but I 

found a boat containing some barrels of fish which I caused to be opened in order to exa­
mine them, suspecting that the contents were speared salmon, and in fact I found two bar­
rels of this latter fish bearing evident marks of the spear with which they had been taken, 
and, in virtue of the powers conferred upon me by the Fishery Act, I confiscated them and 
had them taken on board. 1 ' ,

I The Indians who had thus violated the fishery law in the Jupiter River (for this 
salmon had been taken after the 31st of July, as was proved by the date of their arrival 
at the Island of Anticosti), were, there could be no doubt, in the upper part of the river ; 
but how far up, I knew not, and as following them up would have compelled me to lose 
valuable time without any certainty of catching them, it being so easy for Indians to 
conceal themselves in the woods, I had to give it up. Next year, perhaps, I may have an 
opportunity and the means of arresting ana punishing them.

The steamer came to pick me up at Jupiter River, about 4 in the afternoon, but a 
very thick fog rising shortly afterwards, we could not start for Cap des Rosiers till mid­
night, where we arrived at 6 a.m. on the 7th.

A. few hours sufficed for the landing of the provisions for that light-house, and at 11 
a.m., the weather threatening to become bad, with the wind from the E.S.E., we proceeded 
to Gaspé Basin, where we arrived about two in the afternoon.

In Cap des Rosiers Bay, the cod fishery for some weeks past had produced hardly any 
thing for want of bait ; the squid, which is used by the fishermen for bait at this time, being 
very scarce.

Higher up, our fishermen had less to complain of, for the boats had taken on an 
average ninety quintals of cod each, whereas at the former place the quantity would 
barely exceed sixty quintals. But with good success in the latter part of the season, the 
profits of the year might be considered remunerative to the fishermen, who for the most 
part pay much more attention to the cultivation of their lands than formerly.

At Gaspé, among other vessels we found the brigantine Ste. Anne, Jean Vibert, 
master, belonging to Mr. John LeBoutillier, trader and shipper at Gaspé; this vessel had 

1 arrived from Porto Rico two days before with a full cargo of sugar, molasses and rum. 
These goods had been obtained in exchange for dried cod, pickled fish and oats, which the 
Ste. Anne took from Gaspé to Porto Rico, for account of Mr. John LeBoutillier; and that 
gentleman, who for the first time instituted the exportation of fish to the important market 
of the Antilles, expressed himself well satisfied, with the profit yielded by the voyage of 
his ship, and stated that it was hie intention to proceed with this kind of traffic.

Up to the present time, Porto Rico, Jamaica, and most of the English Antilles 
obtained their prepared fish from Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and the United States. 
Canada, therefore, was about to enter into competition with these several countries, and 
share with the4 the trade of the Antilles, usually so profitable, for the Ste. Anne was not 
the only vessel thus employed on the coast of Gaspé this year. Messrs. Robin and Messrs. 
LeBoutillier Brothers, of Paspébiac, had loaded two of their vessels with dried cod, herring 
and grain, one of which was for Trinidad, and the other for Bermuda. These cargoes sold 
well, and molasses and sugar were brought back in exchange.

This is a most important outlet which has been opened for the trade of Gaspé, and 
it is to be hoped that this example set by the principal commercial firms of Gaspé will be 
followed by others.

Great activity was beginning to be manifested in the port of Gaspé. Cargoes of 
dried cod were beginning to arrive from the various points of the coast both south and 
north, and several brigs or brigantines had already a part of their lading taken up. Un­
like let year, when I had to punish several crews at Gaspé, the public peace had not been 
disturbed this year, and the harbor-master, Mr. Joseph Eden, nad encountered no dilB-
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cutties in the discharge of his official duties. This was a result with which we had every 
reason to be satisfied.

On the 8th and 9th the weather was too bad to allow of our proceeding to Shallop 
Creek, our first point of destination after leaving Gaspé.

We took on a little coal to enable us to make the Belle Isle voyage and to complete 
oor visit to the North Shore before proceeding to Pictou, and I took advantage of this stay 
at Oaspé to visit the artificial oyster beds which I had laid down there.

I caused the drag—an iron rake, with an iron bag-net attached, which is used in 
taking oysters—to be passed six times over the beds, and this yielded more than three 
hundred full-grown oysters, of which more than a third were not only alive, but were 
moreover white, fat and of delicious flavor, and they appeared to us to have increased in 
si so since they were laid down there in 1859 and 1861 ; and the important fact which was 
to be established, vis., whether we could create artificial oyster beds on our shores, and 
whether, among others, the muddy bottom of Oaspé Basin, and the more or less brackish 
water which it contains, would prove suitable to these mollutca,—is thus proved beyond 
any possible doubt. And it is not at all surprising that a part of the oysters which I 
transferred and had deposited in Oaspé Basin should die, either on the way over from 
Caraquettc to dur coast, or after having been put into the water. The sudden change 
from the spot where they were existing to another which, in tome respects, might not be 
so suitable to them, the few days which they passed out of their natural element, and the 
wounds which a great many of them necessarily received in being transferred from the 
fishermen’s canoe to the boat which brought them on board La Canadienne, and, after 
reaching Oaspé, from La < anadienne to the barge which conveyed them to the beds which 
were to be covered with oysters, were causes quite sufficient to entail the death of so large 
a number.

It is well known that if oysters are wounded, and once, when out of water, lose the 
fluid which they always keep in their shells,—which fluid seems to take part in the 
fonction of respiration—they soon die.

But it is impossible to calculate the relative number of dead and live oysters, without 
having them examined by men in diving-dresses ; and I am of opinion, that the number 
of dead oysters is not su great as at first sight it would appear to be : for those who are 
used to the oyster fishery have a thousand opportunities of perceiving how much more 
easy it is to take dead oysters than living ones—the former are light, and remain on the 
surface of the mud, whilst the latter, which are heavier and almost constantly in motion, 
bury themselves in it. At Caraquette, where the oyster beds are of old standing, I have 
seen the fishermen, at several strokes of the dredge, often bring np nothing but empty 
oyster shells ; and even when they brought up good oysters, these were mixed with a 
much greater number of dead oysters. T

Now, if oysters are living in a medium which is suitable to them, it necessarily fol­
lows, it appears to me, that they will multiply there; and this is the more easy as they are 
hermaphrodites, and, by consequence, coition is unnecessary for their reproduction.

Moreover, as I found young oysters on the old which were collected from the bottom, 
and even on the branches with which I had covered my oyster beds in the spring, 1 have 
convincing proof that my experiments have succeeded, and that these artificial beds, like 
all those which have been made in the same manner on the shores of the United States, 
France and England, will multiply to a great extent and may in a few years be worked by 
our fishermen.

The only thing to be regretted is, that I had not the means of transporting more, and 
of carrying on my experiments on a larger scale.

The whale fishing, engaged in this year by eight schooners fitted out ht the port of 
Oaspé, had not been productive. The whales were not wanting, it was said, but the lit­
tle success which attended that important branch of industry was attributable to the bad 
weather.

I again on this occasion despatched my constables to endeavor to arrest the Indians, 
Baptiste Samson, and Joseph Basque ; but in spite of the most active researches, those men 
could not be found.

On the morning of the 10th the weather was fine, and we left Oaspé for Shallop 
Creek, where we anchored at 4.45 p.m. We landed provisions at that place.
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The next day we supplied the requirements of the light-house on the eastern point of 
the Island of Anticosti, and at noon we started for the Straits of Belle Isle.

At 9 a.m on the 12th, we met the French sloop of war Lavoiiier ; that vessel, em­
ployed in the protection of the French fisheries on the coast of Newfoundland, was bound 
for one of the posts on the western coast of that island.

About 3 o’clock in the afternoon we found ourselves opposite the Forteau light-house, 
in the Straits of Belle Isle ; and as the weather was very fine, the captain of the steamer 
thought fit to proceed to Belle Isle, where we might perhaps be fortunate enough ta find 
shelter and a calm sea which would enable us to land the supplies for the light-house.

But such was not the case ; in the evening, being unable to reach the anchorage be­
fore dark, we brought to, being still in the vicinity of some icebergs of enormous sise, and 
the next moraing, the wind having begun to blow from the west and subsequently 
from the north-west, the captain considered it prudent to run for shelter to the excellent 
harbor of Kirpou, on the coast of Newfoundland, about 18 miles from Belle,Isle.

The marine chart on which that officer had calculated hie course being defective, 
and not shewing sufficiently the situation and extent of a shoal which lies across more 
than half the entrance to the harbor in question, the steamer, steered so as to pass in uiid- 
ehannel, touched on the point of the shoal, and remained with the after part of her keel 
aground.

Captain Gourdeau at once took every possible step to remedy the evil : such as oaus- 
X ing one of the boilers to be emptied, laying the sail aback and lightening the stern of the 

vessel to get her off ; but as the tide was going down, all was in vain ; we had to wait for 
the high water in the evening to float us off.

Immediately after the Napoleon III went aground, Messrs. Robinot and Durand, French 
eea-eaptains and heads of very extensive fishing establishments at Kirpon, came to our 
assistance with large boats and a good number of men, and offered their services, which the 
captain at once accepted ; and they gave us very important assistance in carrying anchors 
towards Jacques Cartier Island, in order to turn the bow of the vessel towards the entrance 
of the harbor.

During the interval between the high tide in the morning and that in the evening, 
the captain took all possible steps to ensure the safety of the vessel until it could be got 
off in the evening, and in this he was powerfully seconded by the sailors in two boats from 
the sloop of war Lavoiiier, which arrived at Kirpon about noon, under the command of 
Mr. Emery, first ensign on board the corvette ; these sailors had been placed at our dis­
posal by Commander Ribour, with cordiality and promptitude which are deserving of all 
praise.

By seven o’clock in the evening the sailors of the Lavoiiier, to the number of fifty, 
and Mr. Robinot came on board.

The tide only reached its greatest height at nine o'clock. However, at half-past 
eight, the Napoleon yielding to the power of the engines, which were set going at full 
speed, and of nearly one hundred men who were pulling, some on the capstan and othera 
on block tackle made fast to the cables of our anchors laid down in the direction of the 
harbor, slipped over the shoal without any violent concussion, and was soon afloat, and ten 
minutes after she was at anchor in the harbor, having sustained no injury.

Mr. Robinot again lent us his large boat to get our anchors the next day, and it was 
that captain also who was good enough to pilot us out of the harbor of Kirpon.

The captain and I thanked Commander Ribour and Captains Robinot .and Durand as 
they deserved ; and the eaptain hiving asked from the latter an account of the expensee 
of the aaaistauoe which they had rendered us with their men, they nobly refused to make 
any charge, merely requesting us to make known to our government the nature of the 
services which they had rendered, and which had been so useful to us ; and our relations 
with those officers were always of the most cordial description.

I took advantage of our stay at Kirpon, which was prolonged by unfavorable winds 
until the 16th, to investigate the French system of fishing at Newfoundland, and I received 
meet valuable information on this subject from Messrs. Robinot and Durand.

It is known that the island of Newfoundland was discovered on the 24th of June, 
1497, by Jean Cabot and his son Sebastian; but we have almost positive proof that the 
island of Newfoundland was visited about four hundred years before by some Icelandic
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sailor*, who, after leafing their native island, coasted along Greenland, touched at New­
foundland, and even rescued a country which they called Vinland, now the coast of the 
State of M asaachusett*.

The Portuguese navigator, Cortéréal, also visited it in 1500.
At this period the Biscayan fishermen were already in the habit of frequenting the 

ocast and the bank of Newfoundland to engage in the cod and whale fishery.
In 1526 the Florentine Verossani, despatched by Francis I. to make discoveries on 

the shores of North Ameriee, took possession of the island in the name of France.
When Jacques Cartier, the celebrated 8k Mulo navigator, made his voyage of discov­

ery to Canada in 1534, he stopped at Newfoundland, and among other places at Kir poo, 
where an island,.and the channel leading into the harbor, still bear his name. 4

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, an English navigator, made a voyage to Newfoundland it 
1688, and took possession, in the name of Queen Elizabeth, of St. John’s Bay and two 
hundred leagues of coast, and several English sailors and fishermen lost no time in estab­
lishing thems jives there.

The French made no permanent settlement on the shores of Newfoundland until 
about the year 1604.

During the wars which raged between England and France in the 17th century, the 
mariners of those two nations made expeditions to Newfoundland and were victorious by 
turns, and the celebrated Canadian sailor, LeMoine of Iberville, distinguished himself in 
several encounters. The peace of Utrecht at last put an end to the war of the Spanish 
succession; re-established peace between England and France, and guaranteed the posses­
sion of the whole island to the former power; but France reserved to herself the right of 
fishing on the north Jr est, north-north-west, and west coasts, from Cape 8k John to Cape 
Rey, together with the possession of the islands of St. Pierre, Langlade, and Miquelon, 
which possession she caused to be again confirmed by the treaties of Paris in 1/68, of 
Versailles in 1783, and of Paris in 1814.

The French have, therefore, the exclusive right of fishing over four hundred and 
twenty miles of the coast of Newfoundland. They are favoured by the government, which 
grants them a very high preuium : ten francs for each metric quintal—equal to nearly 
tfru of our quintals—of dried ood exported to foreign lands, where there are French con­
suls, and sixty francs besides for each sailor or boy employed in the fishery. They hate 
there vast fishing grounds, to which more than ten thousand young men come annually 
from France to accustom themselves to the rough labours of the fisherman, and to practise 
the art of striving against storms on a sea which is hardly ever at rest.

France looks upon the Newfoundland fisheries as the true school for the French 
msrine, and it is here that the forms the nursery of hardy sailors whom the requires to 
men her fleets ; and of so great importance does she consider them to be, that she every 
year employe for their protection three steam war vessels and two armed schooners.

Numerous laws, regulations and decrees of the commandant of St. Pierre regulate the 
French fisheries at Newfoundland ; but I do not consider it necessary to dilate here upon 
any of them except those which relate to the cod fishery carried on on the coast of that 
island, and the possession of the land necessary for the working of this branch of industry.

The vessels which are fitted out in France for the Newfoundland fishery are divided 
into three classes s

1st ekes.—-Vessels over 158 tons and qndhr 400 tons.
Bhd “ — 44 “ 160 “ « 158 “
8rd “ — “ under 100 «

The proprietors of the vessels of these various classes draw lots every five years for 
the right of occupying the various fishing settlements on the coast : the best numbers 
select the best fishing posts, and so on to the least advantageous. -

This system of distributing the fishing posts has been found to be the most satisfactory 
to the fishermen, although it is not unattended with inconvenience i; tor instance, it prs- 
vents rich outfitters from making large well-fitted establishments, because, at the end of 
fiye years, thy, would rug, the chance of seeing them pass into otfaér hands i for no 
fisherman is allowed to remove anything from hie establishment when the drawing of lots
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The lut drawing took place this spring, and there were one hundred and eleven vessels
in the first class, and nearly as many in each of the other two.

Vessels of the first class should have a crew of at least sixty-five men and boys ; of 
the second, forty-five ; and of the third, thirty ; which give a total of ten or twelve 
thousand fishermen employed in the Preach fisheries on the cout of Newfoundland, from 
Cape St. John on the east to St. George’s Bay on the west.

The principal regulations which relate to the cod fishing are those which forbid the 
use of deep sea or trolling lines in the taking of that fish, and only allow the use ot cod fish 
nets afloat : all fishermen are strictly forbidden to draw or land a codfish net, or even a 
caplin net on the shore, without doubt in order that those fish may not be disturbed 
while engaged near the shore in the reproduction of their species.

The French do not iftake much Use of the ^tfie in the cod fishery on the north cout of 
Newfoundland. They use chiefly very large nets which are nearly all 150 fathoms long 
and 30 fathoms wide. Nearly forty men are required to handle them successfully ; 
they are very costly. But on the other hand vast quantises of fish are taken with these 
immense nets : 50, 100, and even as many as 200 quintals of cod, or 5,000, 10,000 and 
20,000 fish.

But it is a necessary condition that the fish should run in shoals and be plentiful on 
the fishing grounds ; unless this is the case, the net fishing yields but little, and the out­
fitter’s loss is then enormous.

The cod this year wu not plentiful on the cout of Kirpon, and the fishermen 6f that 
place, including Meurs. Robinot and Durand, had in consequence suffered a proportionate 
lorn, u they have but little cod to export, and will accordingly receive but a small sum as 
premium.

There are at Kirpon seven fishing establishments belonging for the most part to St. 
Malo and St. Servan ; these employ eighteen ships of from two to five hundred tons. We 
saw one of them, a fine ship of 500 tons, sail with a cargo of dried cod lor the Bourbon 
Islands and the Mauritius, which are in great part supplied with fith by the French.

The French fishermen are compelled to bring from France almost everything which 
they require in carrying on their business : lumber, boards, planks, pieces of elm and oak 
to repair their boats and vessels, flour, pork, butter, Ac., Ac., the island of Newfoundland 
not producing any of these articles.

And of these they consume every year a very large quantity, ■end the cost of such 
articles in I'ranee is generally much greater than in Canada ; and it certainly, would be 
greatly to the advantage of the French fishermen to come and buy of us the greater part 
of the supplies which they require.

But it may be asked : if there is any profit to be tnade, how is it that the French 
shippers have not before now taken advantage of the low prices in our market, and why, 
on the other hand, have not the Canadian traders entered into commercial relations with 
the French fishermen, and despatched to them cargoes of flour, provisions and wood, suitable 
to supply their requirements ?

To this I reply that it results from two principal causes. In France little is known 
of the varied resources of Canada, and here, until late years, the nature, extent, importance 
find requirements of the French fisheries at Newfoundland have been ignored.

‘For more detailed information on,this subject, my report of 1668 on St. Pierre and 
Miquelon may be consulted.

I do not pretend and I do not wish to be understood to sa^ that very important com­
mercial relations eould be established between the Canadian traders and the French ship­
pers and fishermen of Newfoundlond ; but what I consider quite possible, and what .I am 
desirous of seeing realised for the mutual benefit of shippers and traders both Canadian and 
French iu Newfoundland, is that Canada, and principally Quebec and Gsspé, should supply 
the latter with the wood and the provisions which are indispensable <0 them, and ehoifdin 
return receive French products, especially French cordage, which is of superior quality, and 
Of which the consumption on our ships would be very great.

This trade would give employment to ten of our schooners to begin with, and at a later 
pdrM that number would increase.

-The remarks which I have just made relate particularly to the Frepoh fisheriee on the 
fiOrth of the island of Newfoundland ; for some or out Shippers find several traders, amoqg



whom may be mentioned Mr. E. Hudon, of Montreal, carry on trade with St. Pierre, ex 
porting wood, flour, and salt meats and bringing back wiuea, braudiea, cordage, &c., 4c . 
and thin trade, the commencement of which dates from the voyage of the Capricieux to 
Quebec, and specially for that of La Canadienne to 8l Pierre, is increasing in value every 
year, and some of our small vessels are constantly employed in it.

The Canadian traders and the French outfitters of Newfoundland must of necessity 
gain greatly by such continuous intercourse between the two countries, and it is to be 
regretted that it was not established at a much earlier period.

One thing which would perhaps tend more than anything else to increase this inter­
course and to make known to the French consumers the various products which we have 
at our disposal for exportation, would be the visit to our seaports of the French vessels of 
war charged with the protection of the French fisheries at Newfoundland.

Besides the corvette La Capricieute, which came to Quebec in If55, and the visit of 
which resulted in the establishment of direct trade between France and Canada, the cteam 
frigate Pomune made a voyage to the port of Gaspé in 1861, and her arrival was hailed 
with pleasure by the whole population of that port; and when the commander, the Marquis 
of Montagnao, sailed to return to Newfoundland, a general desire that he would return the 
ensuing year was expressed to him.

On the 16th, at 9 a.m., we sailed for Belle Isle. There was a light breese from the 
north east, and we succeeded in anchoring at our destination at 11 o’clock. All the after­
noon was spent in landin • the supplies for the light-house, and at 6 p.m. we started for 
Forteau Bay, but being overtaken ny the night before we reached that place, we lay to.

The next day, ip consequence of the north west wind, we anchored at Anse à l’Eau, 
and in the afternoon, the wind having chopped round to the north-east, we were compelled 
to run for Anse aux Morts.

At Anse à l’Eau, we found three schooners and a brigantine engaged in the cod 
fishery ; they had hqd but little success this year. The total catch of herrings at that 
place, up to date, only amounted to about five thousand barrels.

On the morning of the 18th we were at Forteau for some hours, and we anchored at 
l’Anse aux Blanca Sablons at 10 a.m.

Forteau Bay, generally speaking, is a very favourable post for the cod fishery ; but 
this year, although th,e caplin was tolerably plentiful on the shore for eix weeks, the value 
of the products was but small.

On their most fortunate days, the fishermen brought back no more than eix hundred 
eod. As to the autumn herring, they had not been seen at all.

At that place we found the following vessels : a bark belonging to the firm of 
Quetteville, and two brigantines belonging to the firm of Le Boutillier Bros., taking in a 
cargo of ood for the Mediterranean.

At Anse aux Blancs Sablons the bark Nameteu and the brigantines Merida, Sarak, 
and Pandora were just about to sail for Cadis, Naples or Civita Vecchia, with dried ood.

The cod fishery had been tolerably productive there, although it began late in conse­
quence of the ice, and did not last more than a month. The herring fishery had almost 
entirely failed, that fish having visited the eoest in but very limited numbers, and besides, 
those that did come were of a small species.

At the end of this report may be seen, in the table of fishing vessels, the produce of 
eod fishery at Blancs Sablons and at all the other fishing poets on the North Shore.

On the 19th I set off in a boat to visit Little Harbour, Long Point and Bradore Bay; 
but in consequence of the rising of the wind and the fog, I was compelled to send away 
ay boat and proceed by land, and on that day I got no further than Anse des Dunes.

The next morning I sent one of my officers to Bradore Bay, and the following is the 
information which he collected :—

The eod fishery, begun late at that place also, had yielded to cur fishermen about 86 
quintals of fish to each beat; but the foreign fishermen, being better equipped, and many 
of them making use of large codfish nets, had been rather more successful.

There had been so few herrings i* Bradore Bay, and the weather had been in gene­
ral so stormy, when it was possible to fish for them, that only a few barrels had been taken 
.by the resident .fishermen. The foreign fishermen, for thèir part, bad only taken a few 
’hundred barrels.

;
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This scarcity of so excellent a fish was going to cause some trouble to a part of the 
resident population of this extreme part of our cdast, who rely chiefly on the profits yielded 
them by that fish in the Quebec market, to obtain provisions for their sustenance during 
the winter.

Unfortunately matters were still worse on the coast of Labrador, which is placed un­
der the jurisdiction of the Government of Newfoundland, for the herring fishery had failed 
entirely, and as the cod fishery had yielded but small results, the population of that part 
were in the greatest distress, and several families had already, fearing a famine, flea to 
the coast of Newfoundland ; it was, however, hoped that the Government of that island 
would send some cargoes of provisions to be distributed to the inhabitants in those localities 
where the distress was most sensibly felt.

Mr. Louis Jones, the lessee of the Bradore River, complained that the officers of the 
English frigate Cygnet had come with nets durinsf the preceding month and taken trout 
and salmon in that river, and in the creeks in which those fish were spawning, in spite 
of his forbidding them to do so. Ho iurther stated that he had shewed them the license 
which he holds from the Government, and which ensured to him the fishing in the river, 
but that the officers in ouestion paid no attention whatever to it.

It is true that the Bradore River is not of very great importance, but I consider it my 
duty to set forth these facts, because disobedience to the fishery laws on the part of the 
officers who are charged with the duty of putting them in execution must have an extreme­
ly bad effect on the minds of the population of the North Shore.

The English Government every year sends one or two frigates or corvettes to protect 
the coast of Labrador fisheries, which belong to Newfoundland, as well in the Straits of 
Belle Isle ss on the Atlantic shore, as far as the establishments of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company ; it is seldom, however, that they visit the shores of Canada, and when they do, 
they rarely come further than Anse aux Blancs Sablons or Bradore Bay. The latter 
place had been visited by the usual number (from 200 to 250) of schooners from Nova 

’* Scotia and Prince Edward's Island, but a smaller number than usual of American schoon­
ers had been observed.

With the exception of a difficulty between two persons at Anse aux Blancs Sablons, 
which I disposed or, the pyblic peace had not been disturbed in those parts.

Tables will be found at the end of this report shewing the quantity of seals and other 
fish which have been taken this year.

On the afternoon of the 20tb, we left Anse aux Blancs Sablons ; the steamer then 
anchored at Bonne Espérance, whilst I, with one of uiy officers, went to visit the ports of 
Belles Amours, Middle Bay, Five Leagues and Salmon^Bay, at which places we found 
everything in order. p

The cod and salmon fishery had not been very successful on that part of the coast, 
doubtless on account of the length of time during which the ice remained in the spring.

On the 21st September, I went up the River St. Paul as far as the residence of Mr. 
Chevalier, the leasee, who, this year, obtained from his fishery only twenty-nine barrels of 
salmon.

One of the tables at the end of this report will shew the quantity of salmon taken 
each day? and the dates upon which the fishing began and ended.

By it will be seen that the river in question has fallen off considerably since last year ; 
but this is entirely due, I think, to the ice having prevented fishing operations from being 
commenced as early as in preceding years. I can see no other reason for it, since the 
regulations have been strictly observed there since they were made, and no one takes 
salmon there after the 81st July, unless it may be the Indians when they ascend the river 
inflhe autumn on their way to their hunting grounds. It is natural to suppose that at 
that time they live on the salmon and trout which they catch on their journey ; but they 
cannot destroy any great quantity of salmon, as they carry no salt with them with which 
to preserve it, and as there is no one there to whom thqy oao gell it.

The product of the cod fishery at Bonne Espérance, as well as at the neighbouring 
establishments, wss that of an average year, and in several places rather below the average. 
Herrings are but seldom seen on that part of the coast.

By the table of the seal fisheries it will be seen that it had been attended with but 
llttlejsuceeea, in consequence of the stormy weather of last autumn end of the iee this 
Spring.

*
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On the 22nd September I eent one of my officers to visit the poste of Old Fort, Dog 

Island, Bay of Rocks, Napitipi and Chieataoa fit being impossible for ns to visit them 
With the steamer); and after those visits had Dsen made, the boat was to join us at 8t. 
Augustin ; it would, therefore, have to sail a distance of thirty-seven miles.

For my own part, I concluded my business at Bonne Espérance and went to visit the 
po|t at Burnt Island, where I was picked up by the steamer at 1 P.M., and at 6 o’clock we 
arrived at 8t. Augustin. I then went to visit Mr. Matthew Kennedy at his post. This 
gentleman, in the absence of a fishery overseer, fhrnishee me with all the information 
respecting the fisheries carried on in the vicinity which I require, and collecte the license 
money for me.

The St. Augustin posts are very distant from each other, and I often find it impossible 
to visit them all

Mr. Kennedy had not been as successful in his fishery as usual, and the fishermen in 
the vicinity had not been more fortunate.

In the evening I returned on board, and found that my boat had returned from her 
trip, which had been prolonged by strong west winds.

Mr. Hammond made me the following report : The cod and salmon fishery had not 
been very productive, as may be seen by the table at the end of this report ; and as the 
l»r hunting, onyirhich the inhabitants greatly depend, had yielded hardly anything last 
winter, many of them were in distress.

On the morning of the 23rd I visited Mr. Andre* Kennedy’s poet ; he had this year 
taken 87 barrels of salmon ; this fisherman had been the most successful in the whole dis­
trict, the others having only obtained average results.

There had been no infraction of the law, and everything had been quiet during the
rummer.

At two in the afternoon we left St Augpstin, and arrived at La Tabatière at 6 P.M ; 
1 landed whilst the Napoleon 111. proceeded to anchor in Mutton Bey.

Mr. Buckle, the successor of Mr. Samuel Roberteon at the important poet of La Ta­
batière, had only carried on a very unproductive seal fishery last autumn, in consequence 
of the severity of the season, which did not allow of their keeping their nets stretched for 
more than ten days ; the ice then made ite appearance, and compelled them to suspend 
their fishing operations, whilst the flocks of seal were continually making their appearance 
sear the shore.

The obd fishery had not been very good ; besides, that fish is seldom found in any 
. great abundance on that coast.

But very few foreign schooners had been seen this year at La Tabatière and the vicinity.
At 10.80 P.M. I returned on board. On the morning of the 21st I went to visit 90 me 

fishing poets at Mutton Bay, and aa a thick fog prevented ua from starting, I sent my bolt 
to liait the Great Meceatina River, where Mr. Benjamin Reed carries on a fishery.

The information which we collected waa not of the meet satisfactory nature ; the 
fishery at thoee place* had only yielded products which were in general very much less 
than in ordinary years ; the population was in a very precarious condition, and it waa even 
thought that there would be much destitution thia winter: for unfortunately the .traders 
from Nova Scotia, who carry on traffic with that ooast, had not beeh there since the sum* 
mer, and the fishermen had in consequence been unable to obtain from them advances of 
provisions for their maintenance during the Winter.

On the morning of the 25th we left Mutton Bay, and after touching at Whale Head 
to riait the establishments there, and at Little Hertatina for the same purpose, we 
anchored in Çoaooachoo Bay at 4.80 P.M.

The cod fishery had not been very good at thoee placée. Mackerel, however, had been 
mpro abundant than usual in the month of August ; but as there are but few fishermen on 
that pert of the coast who engage in the mackerel fishery, only a little more than one 
hundred barrels had been taken. ,

The leasee of the Coaooeehoo River was absent.
At Ktamumu and the neighboring posts our fishermen had not had to complain of the 

foreigners this year, and everything had gone on in an orderly manner. For several 
years in succession fishermen from Nova Scotia had endeavored to take salmon at the 
month of the Etamumu River, although it Was leased to Mr. Michel Blais, but I had 
MMbcded in preventing them.

/
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Leaving Coacoaehoo next day at 6.46 A.M., we arrived at Keguea Bay Are hoar* 

later, in spite of a strong south-west wind with rain.
There [ found Mr. Pierre Blais, the leasee of the Wash-shee-cootaL-River, at whieb 

place I had been unable to stop in the morning on accojint of the windf from that gentle» 
man I received the following infbrmatfo

The salmon did not appear in the 
season, and this was attributed to the ii 
until the middle of July, as I 
produced as much as là formi

that part of the coast until very late iu the 
ing on the coasts of the Strait of Belle Isle 

said ; the salmon fishery had consequently not 
, ir the fishermen, in order to comply with the 

fishery regulations, had been compelled to remove their nets and cease fishing whilst the 
number of salmon running up was still very great.

But what is a loss to the fishermen is a gain to the river ; for, in consequence of the 
great quantity of salmon which reached the spawning grounds this year, the restocking 
will now proceed on a larger scale than formerly, and in a few years oqr fishermen will be 
amply rewarded for their faithful obwrvance of the fishery law, of which they have set ah 
example for several years, and this yeer in particular, by the remunerative fishery which 
they will be able to carry on, “

The rivers in which the appearance of the salmon was especially late were the Ro­
maine or Olomaneeheeboo, the Wash-shee-eoo-tai, the Musquarro and the Kegasca. The 
table of fisheries will shew what each of them produced this year.

At the Kegasca Bay establishments the vessels had taken, on an average, sixty quin­
tals of cod each. About the middle '6f the month of September the cod had been abun­
dant on the Kegasca bank, which k, as is known, a continuation of the Natashquan bank, 
and the crew of a small schooner belonging to the place obtained fifty quintals of fine cod 
as the product of two days’ labor only.

At 9.45 a.m. on the 27thj we anchored opposite the Natashquan river.
I there took on board the sailor, Jean Blanchette, whom I had left there on my first 

voyage to perform the functions of fishery overseer on that important river ; and I had the 
pleasure of learning from him that he had ascertained by his frequent visits to the whole 
of the river as far as the rapids, that there had been no infraction of the Fishery Act there.

About 11 o’clock we reached Natashquan harbor, and after seeing that all was in order 
there, we proceeded on our way to the Magdalen Islands at 2 p.m

It is unnecessary for me to repeat here that Mr. De La Perrelle. the Natashquan out­
fitter, had been very successful in nis cod fishery. The Acadian fishermen had not taken, 
on an average, more than sixty quintals to each boat.

We had fine weather flor crossing the gulf from Natashquan to the Magdalen Islands, 
and at 1.80 pm. next day we arrived at House Harbor, distant 220 geographical miles from 
the post we had left the evening before.

At the west point of Amherst Island we fell in with some ten American schooners 
which were engaged in the nmrkerel fishery.

After visiting the establishments at House Harbor’and sending one of my officers to 
visit those at Etang du Nord, We proceeded to Amherst Harbor the following day. The 
Circuit Court waa then Bitting at that island. «..

During our absence the peace had not been disturbed at the posts and along the shores 
of the Magdalen Islands, but I greatly regret to have to record cases of depredation and 
robbery, committed in broad day, on board two English vessels, which ran aground in a * 
fog, dose to the Magdalen Islands ; these acts were committed by American fishermen, be­
longing to eehoontrs which were carrying on the mackerel fishery in the vicinity.
- It appears that while the captains and crews of these vessels were laboring either to 

get them afloat or to aecure what they could save of their cargoes, the Americans who had 
come on board (not all, perhaps, but a great many of them) stole and carried off all that 
they could lay their hands on.

Fortunately one of the vessels, which had gone ashore opposite Etang du Nord, was 
very soon got off and continued her voyage to England.

The other, which was wrecked at Entrance Island was abandoned ; but, to prevent the 
American fishermen from Bleating the rigging, the captain was obliged to place armed men 
On board.

These are shamefhl actions, and exhibit great depravity and a habit of crime in those 
who were guilty of them. Unfortunately, as I was at Quebec, or on my way thither, agi*-

(
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ably to initrnotions which I had received, there waqnoone at the Magdalen Inlands who 
could afford efficient protection to the poor English sairors, and who was even willing to 
attempt to arrett these American fisherman in order to bring them to justice, so greatly 
are they feared on these islands ; and unfortunately their impiiuity will, perhaps, encourage 
them to commit fresh acts of robbery, as barefaced and as atrocious as those of which I 
have just made mention, should an opportunity occur.

On the other hand, it gives me pleasure to report the valuable services rendered by the 
eolleetor of the port of Amherst, Mr. Fox, Lloyd’s agent, Mr. Fontana, and Mr. Bourque, 
the head of the fishing poet at Etang du Nord, to the captains of shipwrecked vessels.

At the Magdalen Islands the cod fishing had been generally productive. 1'leasant 
Bay and the waters around the islands had abounded with mackerel during the summer ; 
the fishery had been carried on by two or three hundred American vessels, many 
of which had succeeded, by means of the bait with which they attract the mackerel to the 
surface, and with their lines, in securing a sufficient number of barrels of this excellent 
fish to make their voyage very profitable.

The inhabitants of the islands themselves had fished for mackerel in the same way in 
Pleasant Bay, and frequently carried home with them, as the reward of their dexterity, from 
two to three hundred mackerel of the finest qualité. Unfortunately there was no 
market for the sale of this fish in Nova Scotia and the United States, and it sold at 
Amherst at from $3 to 18.50 per 200 lbs. instead of 18 or 110 as in ordinary years.

The tables at the end of this report will shew the number of schooners and boats en­
gaged in the fishery at the Magdalen Islands, and the results obtained, Ac.

My visit to the islands being concluded, I gave orders to. depart.
At 8 p. m. on the 80th we set off, and being favored with a high wind from the 

N.N E., we anchored in Pictou Harbor at 2 p.m. next day.
At tbàt place we spent three davs in filling all our bunkers with coal.
We sailed at 6 a.m. on the 4th for Paspebiao. The next day, however, when off the 

Island of Misoou, we encountered a very violent storm of wind from the west, and were 
compelled to run for shelter to Percé, where we cast anchor at 2 p.m.

The next day I visited the stations at Percé and Coin du Banc ; we then proceeded to 
Malbaie in the afternoon, and in the evening to Point 8t. Pierre.

At Percé, the autumn cod fishery was excellent, especially on the banks in the offing, 
gnd the yield had been greater than in previous years. Herrings were abundant near the 
shore, but were, generally speaking, of small sise.

At the head of Malbaie, and at Point St. Pierre, our fishermen had been less success- 
fill, and for some weeks past the little fish which they use lor bait had become so scarce, 
tW they were compelled to use the mya (cojuet) to "bait their lines.

I refer to the tables at the end of this report for the quantity of fish taken at each of 
those places.

We left Point St. Pierre on the 7th, and arrived at Port Daniel at three in the after­
noon. I visited the fishing stations, and found all in order. The fishery overseer at that 
place, Mr. Phelan, had no infraction of tb/Fishery Aot to report.

We reached Paspebiac at eight a.m. next day.
In the harbor was a new vessel, the Hebe, belonging to the firm of Le Boutillier 

Brothers, of which I cannot refrain from making mention ; she was a fine dipper bull, 
brig of 286 tons burden, of slender build, and finished and provided with everything of 
the finest and best that modern art can furnish. She was intended for the codfish carrying 
trade from Paspebiac either to Brasil or the Mediterranean, and in view of her good sail­
ing qualities and great speed, she almost always secured a return freight from those ports 
to England. She was built at Jersey by Mr. Le Veceomte, a ship-builder of the Port of St. 
Helier, and she was just completing her lading of 8300 quintals of ood, and was about to 
sail fur Brasil.

The Diana, another brig of this class, but of smaller sise (216 tons), belonging to the 
same firm, and the Teaz>r, 141 tons, had been despatched this year to Brasil, the former 
with 2818 tubs (a small barrel containing a Portuguese quintal, 128 lbs. of dried and 
pressed ood) of dried cod, and the latter with 1854. (V

They both sailed on the 22nd June from Paspebiac, and arrived at Bahia, the Diana 
on the loth and the leaner on the 20th August; their cargoes sold at the rate of 14,600 
veil the tub.
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The reii is » denomination of money in Portugal and Brasil, of which one thousand" 
are equivalent to two shillings and two pence halfpenny sterling; exchange at London 
per thousand rex* varies from 23 to 29 pence sterling, and for.some'years past it has nqt 
been lower than 25 pence.' At Bahia these vessels had beeil^offered return freight*!» 
Europe at thirty-five shillings a ton, which is a very low price.

Vessels from Newfoundland to the same port, with cod fromlthat 'island, could only get 
7,500 reit per tnb( the sale was a ruinous one to the shippers, although the Newfoundland 
cod never brings as high a price as that from Gaspé, which isgreatly superior to the former.

The brigantine Marie-Georgiana, 101 tons, had made a voyage,to Barbadoes with a 
cargo of dried cod, pickled and smoked herrings and oats, bringing, as a return cargo, 
molasses and sugar. The round trip was accomplished in the short spa-eof 42 days.

Several barks and brigs, some belonging to the firm of Robin and some to the, firm of 
LeBoutillier, had sailed shortly before for Cadis, Naples, Cività Veechia and other ports 
of the Mediterranean, with cargoes of cod ; and the advices|jfroth those places stated that 
our fish was bringing very high prices there.

In a word, trade was very brisk at Paspebiao, and all appearances induced the belief 
that an enormous quantity of cod would be exported from that port.

The number of vessels belonging to that port, with their tonnage, remarks, &o., 
will be found in the proper table at the end of this report.

On the 9th, an agricultural exhibition was held at New Carlisle,"which did honor to 
the farmers in this part of the district of Gaspé. Horned cattle and sheep were repre­
sented by specimens which were in every respect worthy of remark. Em a long time it 
has been the practice in these parts to cross, m a judicious manner, the^fced of the cattle 
of the country with cattle of a good stock.

On the 10th we reached New Richmond. We found there the EngUVbark Atlantic, 
which was taking in a load of wood for Liverpool ; her cargo was to consist of 550 tone 
of square timber, 10 cords of lathwood, and 15,000 feet of planking. Two brigantines had 
also been engaged during the whole of the season of navigation, in'transporting similar 
produce to St. John’s, Nfld. .

Mr. Dinnock, the fishery overseer of the division, reported that’all was in order in hie 
district.

I had intended to visit Caseapediac bay, where I had deposited oysters, and "to get 
some up,with a dredge ; but the east wind, attended with snow, prevented me from doing so.

A visit to Carlcton took up the next day ; all was in order there.
In the afternoon of the 12th, we anehore<rat the mouth of the Ristigouche river, 

opposite Dalhousie ; on the 18th and 14th, I went to visit^the Indian' Mission^ and 4he 
Metapediao river, at which place I collected all necessary information respecting our sal­
mon fisheries.

I took advantage of my proximity to the new Acadian'settlements on the Metapediac 
river to visit that little colony, which is now composed of 268 persons holding 54 farms 
between the Ristigouche and Metapediac rivers,'and which ,is7nowain a fair way'ato suc­
ceed. I found that a certain extent of land had been already cleared, and that the'grain 
which had been sown in it this year had produced very abundant crops.

According to reports which reached us from Prince [Edward’s island, a considerable 
number of Acadian families purposed to leave that Island in the spring, with tbe intention 
of taking up their residence in the Metapediac district; and we may hope that many years 
will not elapse before agricultural settlements are formed along the whole extent of the 
new Metapediac road.

At the Mission I found the Indians of the Micmac tribe, who compose the popula­
tion of that village, paying much more attention to agriculture than formerly, and the 
raising of cattle was one of their principal occupations ; and I cannot refrain from men­
tioning some magnificent specimens of horned cattle, most of which were crosses between 
the English breed and that of the eountry.

These results are due in great part to the encouragement" and "assistance which the 
Government has generously granted them for some time past; and I have no"doubt but 
that before very long they will give up hunting and fishing, which yield them but very 
small profits at present, to seek their livelihood in the rich soil on which they have pitched 
their tente.

9
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The Indians of the Mission hare for two years maintained in their village an excellent 
school, at which their children, who are in general very intelligent, are taught English 
and French, more especially the former.

I returned by Campbeiltowu. This little town, as I have already said, is situated on 
the right or New Brunswick shore of the River Ristigouche, a little further down the 
stream than the Mission ; it was partially destroyed by fire two years ago.

The lumber trade and ship building compose the chief business of the place. Trade 
is also carried on with the fish and furs brought in by the Indians from the Mission.

The following is a list of the merchants of the town : Messrs. George Moffatt, John 
. McMillan, James Hervie, William - Parker, William Fergusson, Allan McKendriok, 

William Murray and Thomas Kerr.
The town of Dalhousie is of greater sise, and owes its importance to the excellent 

harbor on which it is built. Vessels of the largest tonnage can lie there in perfect safety, 
for the shelter is good and the anchorage excellent.

The principal trade of that port is in sawed lumber. A steam saw-mill, belonging to 
Mr. George Mofbut, is in operation there during the greater part of the year, and furnishes 
to the export trade $80,000 worth of plank every season.

The principal merchants of Dalhousie are : Mr. George Moffatt, Hon. Wm. 
Hamilton and Mr. V. 8. Smith, lumber shippers, and Messrs. J. H. LeBillois, Ed. Stuart, 
J. Kerr, J. Delaney and A. Chisholm, dealers in fish, the produce of the country and 
shingles.

Complaints were made at Dalhousie, and with reason, that the enormous quantity of 
sawdust from the steam saw-mill was in great part thrown into the water, and that this 
injurious practice did much harm to the salmon fishery in the river, and at the same time 
caused accumulations of sawdust mixed with mud at the bottom of the harbor, which would 
ultimately diminish its safety by making the anchorage lees secure. 1 he proprietor of the 
saw-mill should, I think, be compelled to couetiuet a furnace to consume all the sawdust 
produced by the mill, as is done at St. Jehu, New Brunswick.

This subject certainly deeervee the consideration of the whole population of that part 
of the country. We, Canadians, are as much interested as any one in the preservation of 
the harbor of Dalhousie, the beet anchorage for large vessels at the mouth of the river 
Ristigouche.

During this last visit to the river Ristigouche, I saw the fishery overseer of that dis­
trict, Mr. McEwen, and ascertained from him and from several other persons deeply 
interested in the salmon fishery, that since my previous visit no violation of our fishery laws 
on our side of the river had come under their cognisance. Oe the New Brunswick shore, 
on the contrary, it was stated that illegal destruction of salmon on a large scale was conti­
nually going on; and I was informed that several men, belonging to a company engaged 
in the lumber trade on one of the branches of the river Ristigouche, had taken a great 
quantity of that fish there with seines and nets. But I could get no exact information 
respecting the matter, not even whether these depredations had been committed in Canada 
or in the adjoining province.

I can easily understand that the protection of the salmon in the river Ristigouche and 
its branches, five in number, is a matter of no ordinary difficulty ; and to make it efficient 
it would be necessary to poet one or even two fishery overseers on each branch of that river, 
and further, as is even more necessary, to change the fishery regulations ; I allude to those 

, of New Brunswick, which date from I860; the new regulations, passed at Dalhousie in 1861, 
not having received the sanction of the governor of the province.

But it wu said that the aspect of affaira was very shortly to undergo a change ; Mr. 
Fraser, of Miramiehij had been selected to act as Commissioner of Fisheries for the River 
Ristigouche and the adjacent rivers, and it was hoped, that the appointment of that gentle­
man, whose ability to perform the duties of that important office were acknowledged, would 
be attended with the best results to the object in view—the preservation of the salmon 
and other fish found in those rivers.

On the morning of the 15th we left Dalhousie. We touched at Carlvtoo to land our 
pilot, and in the evening we anchored at New Carlisle.

On landing at Carle ton I had an opportunity of examining the fins wharf built by 
Mr. John Meagher in that bay, where trade is making great efforts to increase to a very
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considerable extent. The wharf, which is built of the best wood which the adjacent 
forests could yield, is 220 feet long and 22 feet wide, with a wing at its outer extremity, 
which increases its frontage width to 56 feet ; and a vessel of the tonnageof those usaally 
employed in the Bay of Chaleurs trade, can approach it at all states of the tide.. But Mr. 
Meagher does not intend to stop there ; he proposes to extend his wharf 100 feet further, 
so as to allow vessels of large tonnage, and especially the steamers which perform the 
postal service between Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, to approach it both at 
low and high water.

These steamers, stopping at Carleton at each trip, will give that parish and those ad­
joining, facilities of transport to and from Quebec, of which the inhabitants of that impor­
tant part of the Bay of Chaleurs will hasten to avail themselves ; tor it is known that at 
present most of them are compelled to make a voyage of from fifteen to thirty miles to 
take passage on the steamers at either Dalhousie or Paspebiac.

Thus Mr. Meagher has endowed his village with a most important improvtthent, for 
which he certainly merits the gratitude of the inhabitants.

On the 16th I sent one of my officers to visit the River Bona venture; for we had not 
been able to stop there the evening before, in consequence of the strong west wind which 
was blowing. 1

That river had produced but very few salmon this year ; some Indians, it would 
appear, had been there spearing salmon, but it was impossible to ascertain whether it was 
in the part reserved as spawning grounds or elsewhere.

We spent the lTth in the harbor of Paspebiac, the bad weather having prevented us 
from leaving.

By ten o'clock next day we had already reached Little Paboe ; we then proceeded to 
grande Rivière in the afternoon, and in the evening we anchored at Percé.

I learned with pleasure, from the fishery overseer of the district which I had just 
visited,that Mr. Charles Kelly, the agent of the Gaspé Fishery and Mining Company had, 
in accordance with the desire which I had expressed to him, had the Great Paboe mill- 
dam removed, so aa to give passage to the salmon which freouent that river.

In conformity with the fishery law, a fishway had already been attached to the dam in 
question, but as the salmon appeared to have some difficulty in surmounting it, Mr, Kelly, 
With the view of fhvoring the immediate restocking of the Paboe river, had generously 
ordered the dam to be removed, although it entailed upon him an expense of 1150. This 
patriotic proceeding on the part of the gentleman in question is certainly deserving of 
praise.

The cod fishery, from Port Daniel to Percé, had been very satisfactory sines the 
autumn had set in ; this was unquestionably due to the presence of an unusually large 

. quantity of squid of remarkable sise near the shore. These molluscs, as I have already 
Said, are one of the most attractive baits tor the cod ; and the fishermen like them the 
bettor in consequence of their adhering well to the hook.

On the morning of the 20th (the 19th being Sunday}, I visited the fishing establish­
ments at Percé, and found all in order there. The first aried cod, sent from that port to 
Spain, had been despatched in the commencement of August by the brig Telegraph; it was 
sold at 20s. sterling, which is a high price.

This year the firm of Robin, of Percé, began to ship large dried cod to Oporto, where 
they sold well ; this trade will undoubtedly continue, and thus our fishermen will have 
another market for that quality of fish besides Quebec, where it sometimes happens, in 
consequence of the,large supply of the article in the market, that it has to be sold for prices 
which are ruinous to the fishermen. It is hardly necessary to add that at Cadis, Naples, 
and Civith Veoehla as at the different ports of Braail, the small eod is preferred, and the) 
fish denominated in Canada table cmitish, does not find sale.

In the afternoon we anchored at Mal baie : I visited that place and Point St Pierre ; 
no complaint was preferred at either of those places.

The fishery had not been very productive, in consequence, principally, of the great 
scarcity of bait for some time. However, such fishermen as were fortunate enough to ob­
tain the mya (cogues), were still able to got a good day's catch, that is to say from three to 
four quintals to .each boat. But the severe weather already began to be felt; the moun­
tains, were partially covered with snow, and the gales, as usual at that.eeason, were frequent
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and stormy. This is one thing which does the greatest harm to the fall fishing. It stands 
to reason that our fishermen cannot at such times keep out at sea, when the schooners and 
even vessels of the largest sise are compelled to fly and seek shelter in the harbors.

A considerable quantity of cod was to be exported from Point St. Pierre, where are 
situated the establishments of Messrs. Collas and Farnel ; but as there is no harbor in the 
vicinity, the lading is done at Gaspé Basin'

On the morning of the 21st we reached Gasp* Basin, where we remained three days.
Daring mÿ stay at that port, where the most perfect tranquillity prevailed, although 

there was a considerable number of vessels taking in cargoes of cod, and all for 
foreign ports, I busied myself visiting the commercial establishments, and collected statis­
tical information respecting the port, which is incorporated in the tables which are attached 
to the end of this report.

I do not consider it necessary again this year to allude at length to the influence 
which the establishment of the free port of Gaspé may have exercised on the commerce 
of the district of Gaspé and the coast of Labrador, which is included in its limits, nor to 
the beneficial results which have followed it. It has not been in operation long enough to 
enable us to judge of the matter in a full and impartial manner. Besides, the civil war 
which is raging in the United States has caused so great a disturbance of sur fish trade 
with that country, and entails so great an increase in the cost of most of the foreign pro­
duce consumed at Gaspé, that it is impossible, under present circumstances, to ascertain 
its exact value.

I cannot, however, refrain from observing that the Port of Gaspé, for two years past, 
has acquired increased importance bv the new establishments which have been formed 
there, and by the greatly increased activity of commercial movements which has been ob­
served within that period ; and I an/ not aware of any other cause to which to attribute 
these results but the establishment Of the tree port.

Whilst I was at Gaspé Basin I was called upon, together with Mr. LeBoutilliei J. P., 
in my capacity of justice of the peace, to decide several suits brought by the Gaspé 
school commissioners against persons who had, up to that time, refused to pay their school 
rates.

The local constables, who had been charged with the duty of serving the summonses, 
had been insulted in the performance of their duty, and threatened with ill-treatment ; be­
sides, the local magistrates were unwilling to sit in the cases, and the important cause of 
educational progress was threatened with a check, which would in the fiiture be attended 
with most lamentable results, should the persons, who refused to comply with the laws, 
remain unpunished. *

I therefore turned my attention to the business, awars that I was doing important 
service to the population of Gaspé.

The persons accused were summoned, judged and condemned to pay, and as the school 
commissioners were willing to give them delay to pay the sums which each had been order­
ed by the Court to pay, Mr. LeBoutillier was entrusted with the duty of having the 
judgments, which were rendered in the oases, executed, for I was to leave next day.

On the 24th we visited the fishing stations at Grande Grève, Côte St. George, and 
Anse au Griffon. Next day we reached Rivière au Renard, and we were about to continue 
our inspection of the poste on that part of the coast, when a strong north-west wind com­
pelled us to return, for shelter, to Cap des Rosiers.

At Rivière au Renard I caused several of my constables to arrest an individual who, 
up to that time, had resisted the bailiff of the place, who had several times attempted to 
arrest him in virtue of a warrant issued by the magistrates of the place.

The man was brought before me and admitted to bail to appear before the Court at 
Percé, where his case will be tried.

At Cap des Rosiers, as at Anse au Griffon and Rivière au Renard, the cod fishery this 
summer had yielded more abundant products than had been the case for many years 
before ; the fall fishing vu not very good, more in consequence of the bad weather than 
of the scarcity of fish on the banks. On that part of the ooast the caplin had been very 
scarce during the whole season. The herring first, anil then the squid, which appeared on 
the coast about the month of September, were used to bait the cod lines.

About 10 o’clock in the evening, the wind chopping round to the east, we were 
obliged to leave Cap des Rosiers bay, and next day we went to Grande Vallée, where I

z
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remained only half an hour, ae the east wind waa increasing and threatened to become a storm.

The information which I collected at that place acquainted me with the fact that the 
fishery had been good there during the season, as had also been the case at Grand Etang 
and the neighboring stations.

At 10 o’clock I was enabled again to land at the Magdalen river. I learned there that the 
fisheries, especially that of the cod, had produced but little. There had been no caplin at 
all, and the other fish used as bait, among others the mackerel, had been difficult to catch. k

The south shore of the St. Lawrence, frequented for some years past by so great a 
number of American fishermen, who came to fish for mackerel, was this year, to the great 
joy ot the inhabitants, visited by only about ten schooners from that country, against 
which, moreover, no one had any complaint to make.

The reports which reached us from Mont Louis were of the most satisfactory nature; 
there our fishermen had reaped large profits, and the mackerel had been more abundant 
than at the Magdalen and the fishing posts which extend from the latter place to Cap dee 
Hosiers.

I had returned on board before eleven o’clock. We started for Mont Louis, where I 
was also desirous of landing, but the storm burst, accompanied by snow and rain, and we 
were compelled to keep out to sea.

We were compelled to lie to all night, tossed by a furious sea. In the morning the 
wind had chopped round to the north-west, and we had to contend with a head wind and a 
violent head sea to reach the port of Seven Islands at 11 o’clock in the morning.

There had been hardly any fishermen to carry on the fall fishery on this part of the 
north shore, although there had been plenty of fish on the banks ; without doubt they 
were kept away by their recollection of their small success in previous years.

At the Cawee Islands the profits of the cod fishery had beeu those of an ordinary year. 
Further up the river that fishery had been carried on in the summer only, at La Trinité,
God bout and particularly at St. Nicholas harbor, by little schooners and boats from the 
south parishes, with various success and on a small scale only. The produce was conveyed 
in an undried state to the country parts below Quebec for consumption.

I had received instructions to carry back Mr. Smith, ihe collector at the port of Seven 
Islands, to Quebec. That gentleman came on board with his family in the afternoon ; but 
a high north-west wind, with hail, compelled me to delay our departure till next day.

On the 29th, at 6 a.m., we set out for Quebec. The earlier part of the day was fine, 
but in the afternoon the wind getting round to the south-west, brought up a heavy snow­
storm which concealed the shores from our views : we had to steer by the lead, and then 

^ anchor off Isle St. Barnabé at 10 p.m.
Next morning, at daylight, we set off again, and anchored at nightfall under the lee 

of the Isle aux Grues; we had had a head wind the whole day.
We left Isle aux Grues on the morning of the 8Uth, and at 11 o’clock we anchored in 

the harbor of Quebec.
My mission for the season of 1862 was fulfilled ; the services of my crew being no 

longer required, I discharged the sailors composing it after paying them their wages.
I announced my arrival at Quebec to the Government in a letter addressed to Andrew 

Russell, Esquire, assistant commissioner of Grown Lands.

The report of the cruises which I made in the gulf of St. Lawrence during the season 
of 1862, in order to perform the functions of my office, being completed, it is now neoee- 
sarv to examine this present report to ascertain whether the object which the Government 
had in view in establishing the fishery protective service, eleven years ago, has been attained, 
and especially whether that service has this year yielded to our fisheries the profitable 
results which the country has a right to. expect from it, and which, according to all per­
sons who are in a position to judge of the matter, have been obtained in previous years.

And first, let us see what was the condition of our maritime coast before 1862.
On the north shore of the river and gulf of St. Lawrence, as far as the extreme bound­

ary of Canada, over an extent of nearly 600 miles of coast, there existed no organisation 
of our fisheries, nor was there anj protection whatever for the resident inhabitants against 
the audaoity and rapacity of foreigners, who frequently robbed them of their produce and 
even of their fishing grounds; in a word the will of the strongest was law. And had this 
state of affairs continued for many years more, the magnificent maritime and river «-h™—



L

TO
«— 1 .................. ............................ .................................................... "■ ■ ■■ -

which Canada possesses there, would have been in danger of becoming totally unpro­
ductive ; and euoh was the statement made on the subject in 1841 by Mr. Samuel Robert­
son, a man of note who passed nearly hie whole life on the coast of Labrador, where he 
worked a sedentary seal fishery, in a descriptive notice respecting the coast of Labrador :

* Indeed, for tome yean back, the fithcriet have been to crowded thereabout!, at to 
terioutly annoy each other, and endlett quarrelt are going on. So far there hat been no 
blood tpiBed, but if the Government doet not toon interfere and enforce tome regulation», 
Acre û no toying what may happen m a country where the total abtence of every mark of 
authority hat bred a contempt for Government and lawt—where violence it the belt title 
and audacity confert most right.”

At the Magdalen Islands th4 inhabitants lived in perpetual fear of foreign fishermen 
who made themselves masters everywhere. True, a court of justice sat there every year, 
hut its judgments were hardly ever carried into execution : as to the Magistrates’ Court, it 
tl not Worm mentioning, for those public functionaries could not even find bailiffs to serve 
their summonses.

A ettstom-houae wss established in 1840, or perhspe before, at Port Amherst ; a Mr- 
Oeibet was, I believe, appointed to take charge of it ; but he met with all sorte of opposi­
tion, and ooaid never compel the foreign traders to comply with the law. In 1849 the 
Governmeut appointed as collector at that port, a man renowned for his activity and 
BoWrage, Mr. Collet Bellesu, at present stationed at Gasp4 ; and for years that sealous 
offiosr had to carry on constant Warfare, in which hie life Was frequently threatened, with 
We trading dealers from the neighboring provinces, to compel the latter to comply With the 
provisions of the customs law ; and notwithstanding hie most strenuous efforts, the duties 
collected at the pert only amounted to a few hundred doling, and smuggling continued to 
he carried on in bread day.

As to the fisheries, they were neither organised nor protected. On the ooset of 
ffianpé, although the part of the shore where the prineipsl fishing grounds are, was com­
prised in a district wtneh had been long organised, and although there were courte of jus­
tice and prisons, with the necessary number of judicial officers, the law* were not very 
Wed observed, and it often occurred that individuals guilty of repulsive crimes defi d the 
authorities for years together, in consequence of the complete went of eny organised force 
whatever to furnish assistance to the officer» of justice who were charged with the duty of 
effecting their arrest.

There were already laws respecting the maritime and river fisheries, but the Govern­
ment had appointed no officer charged with the special duty of seeing that they were put 
into execution, and what occurred everywhere else followed there also : that nearly every­
body knew that these laws existed, but that nobody observed them ; and the want of pro­
tection of our fisheries was manifested by consequences which were most fatal to that 
branch of industry.

The maritime fisheries Were at a stand still, and the river fisheries, especially that of 
the salmon, were threatened with impending ruin.

Let us now compare this state of affairs, which I have merely sketched, with the 
present condition of things.

On the north shore we see maritime and river fisheries carried on according to an ac­
knowledged system ; we find no oue of dispossession as formerly ; the rights of property 
are now respected, and the encroachments of some fishermen on the fishing grounds of 
their neighbors, which were follewed by such lamentable conséquences to the products of 
the latter, are thing* whilh are now unknown

Depredations are, indeed, still committed on the property of our fishermen by some 
of the thousands of foreign fishermen who frequent the coast every year, and it is probable 
that, unfortnaately, we thall never succeed in preventing such proceedings, which are so 
much to be regretted, from being renewed from time to timq oa our snores, where the 
settlements are generally isolated and distant from each other, and are unable to forniah 
mutual assistauce, except by means ot one or two protective vessels which should cruise 
continually along the north chore.

At the Magdalen Islands, since 1855 especially, since which period I have made 
from four to six voyages thither every year, the aspect of affairs has been completely changed. 
The courts of justice sit there regularly, and the orders of those tribunals are as well exe- 
«end aa they an in our towns. As to the customs laws, they are observed in such a

L.
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manner aa to present a striking contrast with what formerly went on at the port of Amherst,
With respect to the Pleasant Bay fishing regulations, I have indeed, for some years 

put, succeeded in causing them to be observed, but with great difficulty ; for as they had 
beeu instituted for the purpose of preserving the valuable species of fish which frequent 
the Magdalen Islands, and at the same time of protecting our fishermen, they did aot, in 
many respects, meut the views of the foreign fishermen, who hsd long been in the habit off 
behaving like masters on the shores of the islands, and who were very desirous to continue 
setting their nets and taking fish in the various ways forbidden by law.

But the population of this isolated group of islands, so remote from the centre of 
Canada, are often the victims of the audacity and the thievish and dishonest propensities of 
the American fishermen, who hover around these islands in great numbers during the 
months of July, August and September, engaged in the mackerel fishery ; although such 
evil doings are by no means of as frequent occurrence as formerly ; and to put a stop to 
them entirely notning leas than an armed coastguard vessel would suffice, which should be 
specially devoted to the Magdaleu Islands service, end which ^ehould^cruiee there during 
the whole season.

It will be understood that a single cruiser, whieh visite those islands but from three 
to six times during the year, is insufficient to repress such proceedings entirely.

I might dilate at length on the advantages, as regaras the protection of the leheriee 
on the coast of Gaspé end the maintenance>>f peace and order in the poets situated along 
that important part of our shores, whieh result from the serviee which I perform in the 
gulf ; but 1 prefer that the testimony of the representatives of that great district in the 
Legislative Assembly, of the officers who discharge publie functions there, end of the mer­
chants who are interested in the leheriee, should be taken on the subject. And I conclude 
these brief remarks by the following summary, which will eloerly demonstrate the advanta­
geous results whieh nave been obtained this year by the service for the proteotioo of the 
fisheries on our shores of the lower part of the river and of the gulf of St Lewrenee.

let. Our fisheries have been efficiently protected; that is to eey, the* over an extent 
of more than 900 milee of maritime coast, all that part of our maritime population who 
engage in that important branch of industry—the fishery—have had free eeoeee thereto, 
and have been enabled to fellow their calling without fear of being molested or disturbed.

2nd. The occupant» of the sedentary seal fishing peel», and the stations for the sal­
mon and eod fishing, have enjoyed peaceful possession of the land and extent of eoast re 
quired by the nature ef the calling which they respectively follow. These Mutions are 86 
in number tor the seel fishery, 280 for the salmon fishery, eod over 800 for the eod fishery, 
and are scattered over the whole extent of our coast.

3rd. No United States fisherman ha» eeught fish ie our river», except with the per- 
mission of the Government, nor has engaged, on our eoests, in the taking of fish with 
cales, which they are forbidden to do by the Reciprocity Treaty.

4th. No Freueh fisherman from Newfoundland has eome to fieh this year on our 
shores ia the Straits of Belle Isle, from which shores they are, a» is well known, excluded 
by treaties.

5th. The clauses of our Fishery Aet which relate to maritime fisheries have, with 
seme few excepli na, been observed both by our own and by foreign fishermen.

6th. I have leased all our aalmon and trout fisheries which are situated in the Gtilf 
division, from Point des Monta to the frontier of the Province, on the north shore of the 
I stand of Antieoeti, and the coeat of Gasp4, to different fishermen who receive felling 
licensee from me, for which each ef them makes an an anal payment whieh varies accord­
ing to the importance of each fishery.

The total amount of these payments produced this year the sum of 61079.26.
There are beside», in this division, eeveral river*, araeng others the Mdisie and tie 

Natashquan, the salmon fisheries which am let by the Government directly, by meat» of 
lea»»» of eeveral years’ duration, aed whieh yield the Government aa annual sum of 6

7th. The superinteadenoe of the salmon sad trout fisheries ie the numerous rivera in 
the lewer part of Lower Canada, forms a very difficult part of my duties ; for moat of the 
liter» are of vciy great length, and the benka of many of them are inhabited by a mom or 
lees numerous population. But with the assistance of the fishery overturns, appointed W 
the Govern meet at the most important points along the^ooast, I have eueceedea in causing 
tut part of our fishery lew, the specisl object of which is the preservation of those Tafo­

ya
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able species of fish in onr fresh water streams, to be as closely observed as eould be ex-

rited ; that is to say, that throughout the great extent of eoast which Canada posseeees 
the Gulf, but few cases of infraction of the law in question were reported, and that in 
every case in which the guilty parlies could be reached, they wore punished.

8th. In our seaports and harbors along the north shore and in the Magdalen Islands, 
which are frequented during the fishing season by so great a number of native and foreign 
lehermen, peace, order and tranquillity, which are so necessary to the success of our fish­
ermen in their fishing expeditions in the gulf, have been maintained, at least so far as 1 
know, with the exception of the cases of robbery, of which the American fishermen were 
guilty on two English vessels which went aground near the Magdalen Islands, in the 
mouth of Auguet, during my absence at Quebec.

It ie unnecessary for me to add, that whenever publie officers required my oficial ser- 
Tieee, or the assictanoe of the armed force which I command, I was always at their dispos­
al, * in the eases at Gaspd Basin and Rivière au Renard.

REMARKS ON THE FISHERIES
Our fishermen, generally, have had good reason to be satisfied with their success in the 

gulf during the season just ended : for, although certain of the fisheri*, * that of the herring 
nod the mackerel, and even of the salmon, have been le* productive than thev were in the 
previous ywr, on the other hand the staple fishery, that for cod, the main and leading pur­
suit, so fertile in its results and so worthy of encouragement * furnishing abundance of 
nourishment for home consumption and an important article of trafic with foreigners, 
h* on the whole been euocewful. The wiimated quantity prepared in the dried state for. 
exportation to other eouotriw in the piwent year it nearly 130,000 quintals, and its value 
•890,000.

Tee remaining products of the fisheri* are either seld at Quebec and Montreal, or 
eoueumed on the coast.

The spring herring fishery, both in the Magdalen Islands and in the Pay of Chaleurs, 
w* not as fortunate in its results is in former yean; the whole amount taken not exceeding 
8,1)60 barrels. As to the autumn fishrrv, it may be said to have almost entirely failed, the 
take of that lue fish not exceeding 1,000 barrels.

On that part of the Labrador eoast which belongs to Newfoundland, it had completely 
fkiled ; the sebooners which had gone thither for cargo* of herring, having come back in

The mackerel, which ie generally abundant at the Magdalen Islands in the summer 
months, had been ecaroe on the eo*t of G*p4, and in eocsequence, but few American 
eebooners had made their appeannoe. The produce did not exceed 1000 barrels

The seal fishery (now properly seal hunting) on the iee had been one of the meet 
fortunate krown in a great number of years, by our fishermen of the Mwdalen Islands, 
NaUehquan and Esquimaux Point: their schooners, 38 in number, manned by upwards of 
•00 hardy sailors accustomed to the dangerous navigation of the iee fields, returned with 
the spoils of 18,166 seals, the blubber of i^ieh yielded 90,828 gallons of oil, worth

In short, one needs only to read the.iable» numbered 1, 2, 8 and 4, accom­
panying this report, to ascertain the quantiti* of the lèverai kinds of fish taken in th^ 
Gulf by our Canadian fishermen, and so to judge of the immen* value of our fisheri*, their 
abundant and varied products, the vast material of our commerce, and wpceially to com­
prehend the great extension and suooe* of the cod fishery, within a few vears, under the 
infiuenee of tne encouragement so liberally afforded by Government to rooter this groat 
pursuit, meriting and receiving the eternal gratitude ef the recipients.

It may help to eonvey an id* of the commerce earned on on the ehorw of the Gulf, 
and of the numerous natural and inexhaustible resources enjoyed by Canada in those 
waters which wash the eoasts of Gaspd and Labrador, if I subjoin a list of the oetacea, 
marine animals, fish, Ae., there abounding more or lew, and the capture of which affords 
employment to our maritime, population.

(Signed,) P. FORTIN.
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TABLE No. —Showing Uiv number ot Uoats, Men, cSC., engagea in me r isneries .11 me vuuuncs ui 

Coast of Labrador, North Shore of the Gulf and Lower part of the lL^ir St. Lawrence in 1862.

COUNTY OF BONÀVENTURE

QUANTITY Of FISH TAKEN.

REMARKSLOCALITY.

Bris. ! Erl a. Bris.

Township of Hamilton, comprising Bla k Cape,
Little and Great Bon aventure .......... ......................

Township of Cox, comprising New-Carl isle anjJ^Tln

40

COUNTY OF GASPS

2160
4200River

Beau Fil».Anse
1091418190

C»» da Bane.......

ne ..



.J Hirer............................... •••;;................
i da Cap and Anse an Beau Fil»...........

alure Island ............. ................................

108 3140 116 7010 60 ..... 1...... '"rT' • •*—*••*
138 4140 re 11040 115 ............I......... \--------- .......... ..........
214 6410 426 18100 180 ........... ..............1--------- •..... —

44 mo 88 3740 20 ........~\ \..........
10914

2244

Cain de Bane............................................................................................... 15 450 30 1050

*

: 81

- '

630
Barachoix ... ii 360 14 060 . • 261 576
Belle-Anee................................................ K............................ 7 216 14 490 .*.<........ «294
Mattaie 16 486 32 1120 671
Potato St. Pierre..................................................................... 50 1506 100 3500 2106
Red Point.............................................................................. . • 276 18 . 710 ..A... 432
Boio Brulé................................................................................................... .. 3 96 6 180 108
Real Core............................................................... .................................. 6 180 12 tie "7'T........ .......... .. 72
Douglastown................................................................................................ 30 900 60 1800 ......... ioi 1080
South Shore of Gasbé Bay................................................................ 9 216 18 169 63*
North do do ................................................................ 10 240 20 84 66
North Shore of Gaspé Bay, from Seal-Rock to*Grand -

Gr6re...................................................................................................... 25 760 50 2950 ......... 1776
Grand GrGve............................................................................................... 25 750 50 2360 1 40 20 1416
St. George’s Cove, Indian Coast, and Long Point

(Gaspé) ................................ ............  .......................... 24 720 48 1950 20 no 1170
From Long Point to Ship Head.......... ............................ 6 1*0 12 380 50 50 240
Cep Dwoiiers........................................................................ 35 1050 70 280(1 ----------- ......... ......... .......... 1680
Anse a la Louise........................... ......................................
Jersey Cove............................................................................

12
10

360
300

24
20 800 ........... 480

Aneean Griffon....................................................................... n 2130 141 7100 ........... 4260
Anse à Fougère....................................................................... 10 300 20 1250 750
Fox River........................... ............................................ . .. 66 1680 112 5600 3360
Little Fox River.......... ....................................................... . 15 450 SO 1500 900
Little Cape, Yellow Point and Ausc au Vallon........... 22 660 44 2200 1320
Grand Etang..................... ..................................................... 22 660 44 2300 ......** *

1380
Point Sèche"............................................................................ 12 360 2' 1200 ......... ...............

........... 612
Chloudorme...........................................................................
Grande Vallée.......................................................................

16
32

480
960

32
64

1600 
2560 ......—■• 1536

Magdalen River.......................................................... 10 300 20 500 6J 300
Mont Louis Bay........................................................ .^..... 20 600 40 1600 _______ ""...... 15 960
Ste. Anne des Monts............................ *............................... 24 720 48 1920 1152
Cep. Chatte.............................................................................. 16 480 32 1125 67 b
Matanc and Metis................................................................. 30 900 60 1200 612

Magdalen Islands. I
Amherst Islands............................................/................... 86 2580 172 4000 2000 300 2400
Grindstone do ............................................ /............................ 64 1920 128 2500 250 150 1500
Allright do .................................................... ............. ........... 49 1470 98 1500 350 120 900

6 180 r2 80 50 48
CoEa do ........................................................................................... 2 60 4 40 50 10 24

■Areas. do .......................................................................................... 17 510 34 150 ......... 400 60 00
Bryan do ......................................................................^............... 3 80 ....... ......... ........... ....... ........... ....... ....... .......—

Total..................................................... ......................... 1491 45059 2976 104455 549 100 3050 943 2321 64193
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TABLE No. 1.—Shewing the number of Boats, Men, kc.—{Continued, j

COAST or LABRADOR, WORTH COAST OF TH* GULF AltD LOWER PART OF THB RIVRR ST. LAWRENCE.

i i -
1

LOCALITY.

fid

if
K

1

1

2

£
-s
u i

o

Anse anx Blancs-Sablons.............. -.......»..................... 54
«

1820 108
Qti.
8125

Weed Inland..................................................................... 62 180* 124 5800
Little Harbor.™............. -..............-.............................. 30 900 *0 3528

0 18* 11 510
Belles fk fliinrv 1 *0 4 1*0
Middle Bey, live Leagues and Salmon Ray.™........
Beaae Kipdreaee and St Paul • River.......... -...........

• «0 18 1*9
9 «0 18 Mi

'Bnüée gi)(j Dog Islands..... ........... ........................... 8 240 1* 75*
"Vroen Dog Island to Rhieataea........................... . 7 110 14 195
From Shieateca to St. Aagaitia ................................. 1 00 4 20

« 180 n
Kikapo* and Whale Heed of Pecacheo.. ..................... 5 150 l* 250

5 15* 10 125
Mutton Bay-..................... -............................. .........
•Whale Hind of MeeeaUna end Great Mecca tin a-......

4 120 8 195
Î 11* 14 180

Tsittle Mnseatiwa................. ........................................... « 180 11 10*
NOtagamu, Etamamu. Romaine, Ae.......-......—......... » 170 18 100

7 210 14 400
Nataihquan............................... -.................................. .. 35 1050 70 3*00
Agwanm, Nabiiippi, Waiheeihoo, Ac—...................... 3 99 6 60
Esquimaux Point............... ............................................. 42 12*0 84 2048

J Long Point, Miugen -................ .................................... 41 12*0 *4 4453
Hiver 6L John......................... ............. »......................... 49 1470 98 3846
Magpie, Japltagan, Ridge Point and Indian Harbor- 
Thunder River, Duck Creek and Trout River ...........

6t 2*70 138 *345
24 420 28 1300

Shell Drake............................. ...............................«... . 39 m* 74 2025
Le flroi Cove ............. .............................................. .. 1* 750 5* r

quaititt e» rue un».

§
I
65

Qti.

"5
B

Qt»- BrU.
tie
150
MS

50

Bril.

tez

40
V 83

a
3

Bril.

Sn
"si

40
1*1
10
1M
*1
14•
H

26
*11
151

311
5*
33
•

15*1
«1

.....41

Bril.

3 .
V

3*75
34*0
211»

9*
1*1

11T
1*"'i*o
TS

10*
10*
•0

lie
140

*i#o
in*

1333
1153
1003
304
•15

REMARKS.

Then boat! wen engaged in 
the Salmon Fishery only. 
And from thii lari plan to 
Nateibquan the inhabitant! 
devote theuuelvei to Urn 
Salmon and Seal Fiihery 
only, paying but very littii 
attention to the Ced Fiih­
ery ; this year, however, 
•ome of them have devoted 
themmlvei to Cod Fiihery, 
and will continue to do ie 
for the future.

The Liven of the Ced

from Long Point te Sene 
Iliandi, and 10* quiatali 
of Cod yielded only 3* 
gallon! if Oil initend of N 
or 75.

Gibraltar Core.............................................
Shallop Creek ..................................
Canadian Cove and Rivitre ne Beuleeü"
Plgeu Island and Peiat Pigou........ ....... _
Tient Rivet and Metiie River..................

1»
1*
13
2*

12*

54*

78*
«80

3*
2*
28
52

152

1500
750

1050
1600

10450 .......
....... ....... — — —

.......
*74"

450
lie
240
487

2895



Thunder Riror, Deck Creek end Trout Hirer ..........
Shell Drake.......... -...... ..............——------------------- •
Le flroe Core  ........ .............—...............—

.......... j. •15
540

of Cod yteinen ooiy *o i 
gallons of Oil instead of 66

1 or 71.

t-

Gibrehar Cere,..........................

Cuidiu Cere ud Ririire an 
Piges Island and Peiet Pigou. 
Treat Hirer end Moitié Hirer. 
St. Marguerite Hirer................
Penteeost Hirer..™....-............
Caribou aad Trinity Ilets........
tied bout Hirer..—-—.......

Total..........

> tees, a.eeee.d

18 54» 36 1500
16 300 20 7M
13 396 26 1050
16 780 51 I860

126 3780 151 10450
16 480 31 1300
16 480 32 960

6 180 11 100
i 60 4 100

797 13610 1574 52975 «36

Hi

IMi

674
16

46
16

181»

4M
ne
146
487

2893
375
188

30
36

X>

1393»

. SUMMARY.
C0VNTTT1F BONAVENTURE, COUNTY OF OASPE, COAST OF LABRADOR, NORTH COAST OF THE GULF AND LOWER PART OF THE RIVER

ST. LAWRENCE.

Number Vale. Number

or of of

Fishing Boats. Boats. Fishermen.

\
Î

»
$

2535 76959 5044

QUANTITY OF FISH TAKEN.

Codtah.

Quintals.

169463

Haddock.

Quintals.

1066

of

Halibut. Herring. Mackerel. Salmon. Trout Cod OU.

Quintals.

509

Bairels.

6721

Barrels.

10651

Barrels.

2331*

Barrels.

97832

Gallons

X

JVC : - f
A

}
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TÀBLE No. 2.—Showing the number of vessels engaged in the Canadian Fisheries of / Coast of Gasptf, the Magdalen Islands, and the North Shore ; with their

(

Description
of

Vessels.

Name
of

Vessel».

To what port

belonging.

Name

of Captain.
Name of Owner.

/

Bark .,......... Nameless................ Blancs-Sablons.............. LeBrocq........................ De Quetteville.......... .
Hrhonnrr ..... Sarah ..................... do .............. T# Syvrot....................... Fruing A Co...................

Manida................... do .............. De Quetteville...............
llrijrnniinA ... Little Harbor................. Nicholson.................. Capt. Nicholson.............
Schooner ..... J. Franklin............. Belles-Amours................ J. Buckle........................ J. Buckle.........................

Tiber........................ Nataehquan................... P. Vigneault.................. P. Vigneault..................
do ..... ,........... J. Vigneault................... J. Vigneault..................

Hard Scrablc.......... do ............ . De Chavery.................. De Chavery....................
Brigantine ... True Blue............... do .................. Jean LeOros.................. Do La Perrclle, Brothers.

Schooner...... Marle-Jalie............. 8. Bourque..................... S. Bourque.....................
Victoria .................. do ......................... S. Foreman.................... 8. Foreman....................

Pointc-aux-Esquimaux.. X. Cormier.................... X. Cormier.....................
If Eugénie.................. Joseph Dupuis............... Joseph Dupuis ..............
14 Lalv....................... do J. Maldoon.................... J. Maldoon.....................
“ Victoria.................. do O. Cormier ......-......... . G. Cormier......................

Wide Awake.......... ÎÜ Vital Vigneault............ V. Vigneault..................
44 Constantine............ do Jules Boudreau.............. Jules Boudreau..............

Mermaid................. do Jos. Marin..................... Jos. Marin.....................
Venello................... do p. Doyle......................... P. Doyle.............. .

44 do C. Fortier.................. C. Fortier.....
44 Bee......................... Mingait.............. ............ Thos. Lavoie.................. n. b. co.........................
41 Fare Well................ River Moisie.................. N. Corriveau.................. J. Holliday....................
II Silver Light............ do ..............

Manicouagan.......... Manicouagan................. J. Rose........................... J. Ross...........................
Two Brothers......... House Harbor................ R. Delaney.................... R. Delaney.....................
Flirt......................... do Laurent Banque............ — Johnson.............

Ann.......... .............. do ....... Wm. Tehrioau................ Wm. TerrifflU......
U Emma.......... ........... Désiré Loiseau.............. D. Loiseau.....................
it Onésime................ do ...... D. Richard.................... D. Richard..... a...........

Dolphin.................. do ..... do .......
Archangèlc.............. do ...... L. Jfonfe......................... L. Jonfo..........................
Adelina-....*............ do ..... . Z. A raanaan__

do ...... G. CyrV......................... G. Cyr......................3 ............ Ztlie....................... do ...... A. RÏchaW..................... A. Richard.................... ,^11
Greenock................ do ...... F. Territ Un.................... F. Tqrrieau......... .
Marie-Anne............ do ...... Abel Arseneau.............. A bvl< Arseneau-..............
Mary....................... do ...... J. Arseneau ...................

4t Tempérance............ do ...... Frs. Arseneau................ Frs. A rnnfiau
u Jenny Lind............ do ...... P. Turbid........................ P. Turbid........................

Cotter.......... Cappandi................ Amherst Harbor...........
Schooner ..... Flora....................... do ......... . A. Martineau..................

Mary Alva......... do .............. S. Bernier...................
Président................ do .............. P. Godier....................... do« Ztlie......................... do .............. S. Cormier...................... S. Cormier.....................u Triton..................... do .............. A. Cormier..................... A. Cormier......  ........«< Espérance.............. J. Chiasson ................... .T. Chiassont< Jnne....................... do .............. A. Bourgeois................. A. Bourgeois........« Sarah ...................................... H. Boudreau.................. Jf, Boudreau

a Espérance ....................... T. Boudreau.................................. T. Bondman ......... ,
.1 Bello Ponle -.................. do .............. J. Caeeidy..................... J. Cassidy ..........Z""
a Tempérance........... Corleton......................... Frs. Cire..............•........... Frs. A John Cifa.
44 Industry............................... do ................ ......................... Peter Allard ............................... Peter Allard
44 Mery iferthn.................. do ............................................ G. Poirrier................................. .. G. Poirrier...............................
44 Arthur...................................... do ............................................ William Mann.........................
M Jane......................... ................ do ........................................... John Meagher........... ...............

■

z.
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the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, and belonging to the several Fishing establishments of the 
tonnage, the quantity and kind of fish taken, 4c., Ac., &c., in 1862.

it
5
6

sa

3
gto

' C A R a 0 .

Codfish. Oil. Herrings Seals.

Quin tils Gallons Barrels. ■

150 7
120 6
100 6
100 5
10 2
22 10 1070
22 10 4000
22 3
07 6 2636

26 6 250 380
61 » 1* *" 360

«7 10 200
............

6340 1320
51 10 2920 730
29 HK 4268 1027
62 10 7728 1100
21 8 X00 2380 550
«2 IS 310 4860 600
54 IS 6880 130A
46 7 1067 180
45 10 2100 482
24 7
15 3
32 6 ..........
65 4
21 2
11 10 560 545
65 10 1000

30 10 450 940
48 10 1000
45 8 400 700
SI 12 6C0 360
50 10 soi 608

. 54 10 512 420
31 • 275
30 6 280 200
40 10 50
50 10 450 200
45 6 150
60 10 450 1U4
66 16 350
28 ■ 4 400 ........
45 10 520 115
17 4 450
16 4 600
16 1# 4 SO 115
26 ie 420 440

y61 10 625 410(it 16 420l 10 16 600 260\ « 16 450 2501 10 1' 66 6 ... ..........
....

71 6
16 6
16 4 ..........

iei 1 .... .

REMARKS.

Carries dry codfish to Italy, Brazil, Ac. r
do do
do tfo
do do

Engaged seal hunting, 
do do

Carries dry codfish to Italy, Spain and 
Brazil.

Seal hunting and cod-fishing.
Engaged seal hunting and cod-fishing.

do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do

z
g and in coasting trade.

Seal hunting. /
Coasting trade, 

do
Voyages between Quebec and River Moisio.

do do do
Coasting trade.
Seal hunting and cod-fishing.
Seal hunting and coasting trade between Halifax and 

Magdalen Islands.
Seal hunting and cod-fishing.
Seal hunting.
Seal hunting and eod-fishing. 

do do
do do
do do

Cod-fiihing>4
Seal hunting and ood-fishing. 

do do
do do

Seal hunting.
do and cod-fishing.

Seal hunting.
Cod-fisbing.

do and seal hunting.
Cod-fisbing. 

do
fnd soul hunting, 

do 
do

0

and seal hunting, 
do

do
de

do
do

and Halifax, 
do

betwean Halifax, Newfoundland,

ü

^
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TABLE No. 12.—Shewing the number of vessel engiged in the

Description

Vessels.

Name
of

Vessels.

To what port

belonging.

Nemo

of Cnptnin.
Name of Owner.

Schooner...... Swift...................... New-Richmond.............. David Le Blanc.............. D. LeBlanc............. ........

Brigantine... Two Sisters........... y./ H. Dodrldge.................. Campbell A Dodrldge...

Schooner......
*K

U. J. Tessier........... Bon aven turc .................. D. Lepage..................... D. LePege......................
Marie-Philomène... do .................. Frld. Arseneau.......... Fréd. Arseneau..............

u Belinda................... do .................. Z. Bordage..................... Z. Bordage......................
u New-Carlisle Johnston Garrett .......... J. Garrett......................
« Anna Bella.............. do Wm. Smith .................... Wm. Smith................... .

Brigantine.... Comelo..................... do* .................. James Caldwell.............. J. Caldwell......................

I. L. A..................... do .................. J. Gilker........................ J. R. Hamilton..............

do .................. J. Joete......................... do ..............
Brig.............. Hebe-.................... Paspebiac................... *.. J. Coions ....................... LeBoutillier à Brothers..

do ...................... P. TousoL...................... do
C. T. Button............ do ...................... — Ahier......................... do

do ...................... — DeGruchy................. do
Brigantine... Qui*......................... do ...................... Frs. Jean........................ do

0. D. t.................... P. LoBrun..................... do

Adelina................... do ...................... J. LeFouvre................... do
Pandora................. do ...................... Jo Hubert....................... do
Tickler.................... do ...................... P. Hubert....................... do

do ...................... J. Venement...... do

Schooner...... do ...................... F. Le Blanc..................... do

Cutter.......... Ann Amy............... do .................... — Smollet..................... do

Schooner..... . Industry................ do ................. do
Dolphin .................. T. Fougère.................... do
Victoria Sutton...... do ...................... — LeMoignan .............. do

Bark.......... .. Mark Well.............. do John Belleau.................. Chas. Robin à Co........
Ph. G Ward.................... do ......

u Homely................... do ...................... G. Pirouet..................... do ......
u J. Abler......................... do ...... .
•< c. R. C................... do ................ J. Piton......................... do ......

Brig.............. Union................... Thomas LeDain............ do ......
Frs. Gibaut .................... do ......Telegraph...............
G. LeBrocq................... do

ss............................. A. LeMoignan.............. do ......
Eci an tine.... Hém ié tope.............. do .......... .......... John Canot.................... do ......

if Zebieh.................... do ...................... Phil. Vincent........ ....... do ......
Dlt-on..................... A* LeDain...... .............. do ......

Sohtoner...... Ply ......................... A. Comlard..................... d.i *
Ant.......................... William Row.................

u do .......
Bee......................... do ...................... John Bocqnet.................. do .......

F. Abler......................... do ......
u

- n /.
do 8. Blanchard.................. do

“ Ind#pee4a»ee...... - 0 rende Rlvttie.............. A. Bill venu ................... P. Billveaw.......... -.......

I
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Canadian Fisheries of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Ac.—Continued.

2
a CARGO.

sL «
'\ U K M A It K 8.*

H

$
a

SB
Cod-fish. Oil. Herring. Seals.

Quintals. Gallons. Barrels.

• 2» 3 In New Richmond were exported in 1862: 1366 brls.

81 6

* herring, and 600 bxs. smoked herring. R. Mont­
gomery exported lumber per bark Ailamie to the 
value of (2995.

In New Rlobmend and Maria, merchants export for* 
to the value of 11400 ; 4 cargoes of shins ee, 
boards, Ac., fo Halifax and Newfoundland, (value 
■of cargoes, $3,500).

Cod-lehing cn North Coast.
Coasting trade between Quebec and Bay of Chaleo re.

80 4 300 150 3
84 4
SO 4
50 4
81 0
94 0 Four voyages to Halifax with boards, Ae., value of 

cargoes, $4,000.
Coasting trade between Quebec, Halifax and Bay of90 6

110 7
Chaleurs.

Goes to Europe and South America. Cod-fish trade.
236 13 By their vessels Messieurs Le Ben till 1er exported in 

1862, to Brasil, Spain, Italy, Ae. :
28,500 quintals of ood-lsh,
20,000 gallons of oil,

1,000 barrels of herring,
200 boxes smoked herrings,
30 barrels of salmon.

Furs to the Value of $800.
They employ about 680 hands.

Mr. D. Bisson, a Paspebiac merchant, also exported

218 12
19? 12
143 10
93 8

124 10

104 8
99 8 this summer : 80Ô quintals dry ood-lsh,

800 gallons of oil,
300 barrels herring,
200 boxes smoked herrings,

30 barrels salmon.
This schooner made a voyage to Barbadoea this sum­

mer with a cargo of herring, shingles, eats, Ae. 
Engaged in carry dry cod-lsh from North Shore so 

Paspebiac.

98 8
101 8

42 6

25 5

20 5
15 4 do do do
20 4 Employed in carrying cod-fish along the Coast of 

Labrador.
The Messieurs Robin exported this year, with their270 12

208
229

12
12

vessels, to Brasil, Spain, Italy, 6c. :
40,000 quintals dry cod fish,
30,000 gallons of oil, 6o.203 12

210 12
187 10
160 10 establishments, about 760 men. All their vessels 

are built at Paspebiac , they have now one on the 
stocks, of 113 tons, which will he ready for 
launching in the spring.

126 8
113 8
76 7

102 8
71 7
58 Engaged carrying cod-fish from North Shore to Pas-

53 7
"peblae. a»-—»

51 6 ......
35 6 Engaged In carrying ood-lsh to Bay -gf Cha­

leurs.
do do do14 3

60 4 1 Boasting trade between Quebec, North Shore and Bay 
of Chaleurs.• \1

11
l

0 4
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TABLE No. 2.—Showing the number of vessel* engaged in the

Description
of

Vessels.

Name
of

Vessel?.

To what port

belonging.

1
Name

of Captain.
Name of Owner.

Schooner ..... Trial........... ............ Anse du Cap.................... Jos. Case........................ Jos. Case....... .................

Marin Primrose...... J. Boudreau................... Savage k LeGros .........
(t Marguerite.............. do ...................... J. Renouf................. .. do .........

CJsrâ...... Do LaParello A Brothers
Shamrock .............. do ...................... J. Hocquoil.................... Savage k LeGros..........

Britannia........ . Mal haie..................Tr...... John Rose .................... John Ross....................

pilot........................ do ...................... Peter Mabee................... P. Mabee.........................

“ A... Village Belle.........
i

do ............. V. Mnlroncy .................. P. Mulroney....................
X

Brigantine... Point St. Pierre.............. Thos. Vibert................. J. t E. Colla».................

Chance................... do .............. F. L. Can tell................. do .................
it do .............. — LcG reslvy................. do ..................

do ..................
Schooner...... 11 as tv ..................... do .............. J. Assolin....................... do ..................

Brigantine ... do .............. J. LeOresley................. John Fauvel ..................

pouglaitown .................. Hugh Welsh ................ Hugh Welsh....................
Tempérance........... Fra. Kennedy ............... Frs. Kennedy k Brothers
Trial*....................... fl. Dupuis................. . G. Dupuis .....................
Sto. Anne............... Gaspé Basin .............. . J. Vibêrt......................... John LeBoutillier..........

T<ndy Maxwell........ da .............. L Jnneai ...................... do ..........
Elizabeth................. do ..........

do .............. II. Dunn......................... H. Dunn..........................
Native ................... do .............. 8. Robert ...................... S. Robert.......................

do .............. William Harbour........... W. Harbour..................ff St. Laurent............ do ......... Ed. Mabx...................... Ed. Mabee......................
« Defiance................. do .............. William Annett.............. Wm. Annett............ .......
K Perse vnranro ...,..... do Fred. Coffin................... Fred Coffin............... .
« llollcn ........... ........ do .............. L. Tanguay.................... L. Tanguay....................
u Orion .................... do .............. J. Adams.......................

■ Undaunted............. do .............. J. Howie......................... J. llowle.........................
I North Star.......... do ............. Ed. Quigley.................... Ed. Quigley.................
I.Tn^in Stuart............ do .............. Charles Stuart................ Chs. Stuart......................
! Rambler................. do .......... . James Baker................ J. Baker.........................
'Admiration............ do .............. Joseph Tripp................. Jos Tripp.......................

U IllighUihi Jena...... do .............. John Asoah...................
« Piper ...................... Wm. Miller..................... Wm. Miller......................
« Violet..................... do .............. 11. Suddard................... II. Suddard ....... *........

Woolverine ............. do .............. J. Adams....................... J. Adams........................
u do .............. J. Davis......................... J. Davis..........................
H Sea Bird................ do ............ Frs. Ahier....................... Frs. Ahier......................
u Aid........................ do .............. Chas. Robinson............. Chs. Rebinson................

do .............. George Miller............... G. Miller.........................
Alliance................ do J. Alexander................ J. Alexander..................
Thistle.................. do ............. D. Bird............  ........... D. Bird...........................
Flying Fish........... do ............. Robert Pve.................... R. pye.............................

Bark.......... Alice Jane............. Grande Grève ............. T. Lcgros ..................... 'Fruiug & Co..................

Brigantine .. Griffin.................... J. Ormont.......... . do ......... ........
Schooner..... H. R. 8.................. do ............. P. J«sn .. .................... do ..................

i
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Canadian Fisheries of the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, &c.— Ùontinited.
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1 CARGO.

R E it A. R K 8.

- - - - . - V

1
H

l
a

Zs
Codfish. Oil. Herring. Seals.

Quintals. Gallons. Barret..

X

47 4

73 6
Bay of Chaleurs.

Carrying dry cod-fish frem North Shore to
Uasp4.

do do do
do do do

25 4
52 6

136 7

67 12
Brasil.

Carries cod-fish from North Shore to Bay of 
Chaleurs.

Cod-fishing and carrying freight.64 12 215 00

40 V There is one schooner building at Malbaie.

Carried 'dry cod-fish to Italy, Spain, and 
Brasil.

Lcft,with cod-fish for Jersey, 
do do Cadiz,
do do Naples.

Carries cod-fish from North Shore to Point St. Peter, 
and Coasting trade.

Went this summer to Cadiz with 1700 quintals 
of cod-fish ; left again this fall for Italy.

173 6

139 9
64 7

106 7
40 5 Z ZZ1
00 7 ....1 '

/
59 15 ....Lc.. 4020 40 Whale oil.-

Cod-fishing on Ndrth Shore.56 10 300
29

150
3
61 Went to Barbadoes this summer ; and during fall to 

Jersey and Brasil with dry cod-fish.
79 4
52
27 ...... 4* .............. .................... .............. Repaired this summer.

27 4 -
45 15 2070 Whale oil (Whaler).
30 4 ; i

do65 14 2760
69 5
54 4
26 3 Coasting trade. *

To which add 10 barrels of Halibut.
Salmoa fishing at Natashquan.

44 itP 340 210 10
20 8
76 15 3180 Whale oil (Whaler).
51 5
46 15 2850 do

de
Entaeed cod-fisbinsr.

64 14 3000
47 11 300 120
37 15 1050 i Whale nil /Wh.levV
40 11 Engaged cod-6«hlng, and carrying freight from North 

Shore to South.
Whale oil (Whaler).59 15 3840

43 5
21 4 Carrying ced-fiih from North Shore to Bny of 

Chaleurs.
41 10
73 5
.35 4
36 11

380 10 Currying dry cod-fish to Italy, Spain, and 
Brasil.

do tick do
Csrrying eod-fish from the *. Shore to the South, Ac.

98 6
56 4

1
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TABLE No. 2.—Showing the number of vessels engaged in the

Description

Vessels.

Name
of

Vessels.

To what port

belonging.

Name

of Captain.

r

Name of Owner.

Schooner..... Grande-Grève................
»

Fruing A Co...................

do ............... Wm. H6»ymer>................
M Two Brothere.......... do .................. A. Dum&reeq....... .v, ....« St. George Core............. Ed. Perry................
•* Alliance.................. Rivière in Renerd......... John Bunuel................. J. Samuel.......................

do .......... —Lachance.................... Blonin A Brother*.........
u Benjamin............... G. Dumaresq............... .** Mary ...................... Grand-Bteng.................. E. L'Espérance.............. M. L’Espérance.............

Eegénie ................. dO * ................ eee.ee. A. Boulanger................. do ..........
Grande Vallée................ G. Dionne..................... G. Dionne ........... .........
Cap de Chattes.............. Louis Roy....................... Louis Roy..................... .

Total....167 Totals..............

V

Canadian

tl

31
16
16
47
32
33 
31 
13 
12 
4*

11676 1

),



Canadian Fisheries of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Ac.— Continued.
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CARGO.

Cod-flib. OU. Herring. Heals.

Quintals. GaUoni. Barrels.

15 3 .............. .............. .............. .............

35 3
10 3 ......... ..........
18 3
«7 41

33 4
4

52 4
48 . 4

11678 1165 14168 63753 53 23389

RHMARK6.

Messieurs Fruin A Co. will, ibis year, export from 
Gaspé to Europe 15,000 cwts. dry aod-fish.

Carries ced-fish along the coast, 
do do do
do do do

Sails between Quebec and Bay of Chaleurs.
do do do

Coasting trade, carries cod-fish, 
do do do
do do do

Coisting trade between Quebec and Lower Ports. m 
Coasting traie between Cap Chatte, 8t. Anne, Gasp# 

and Quebec.

is

i
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TABLE No. 3.—Statement shewing the number of Salmon ï'ishiqg Stations on the North 
Cotât of the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, with their situation, the namef of the 
owpers, the quantity of the fish taken, Ac., Ac., in 1862 :

a
LONG POINT, BLANCS SABLONS.

% '
Chai. Dicker has been engaged in salmon fishing at Long Point, Blancs Sablons, for 28 

years ; nobody fished there before him. During the first years he took as many as 36 
barrels at that place. He has 1 station and 40 fathoms of nets of 6} inch mesh.

J
1862.

3 brls. salmon.

He took in : 

1861.
3 brls. do.

ANSE DES BONES.

1860.
3 brls. do.

Guillaume L. Labadie has been engaged in salmon fishing at Anse des Dunes for feur 
years ; nobody fished there before him. He has 1 station and 60 fathoms of nets of 
61 inch mesh. - ,

1862.
1 brl, salmon.

He took in : 

1861.
1 brl. do.

BRADORE BAT.

I860.
11 brl. do.

Louie Jones has been engaged in salmon fishing at Bradorc River for four years ; he was 
the first who fished there. He has 1 station and 40 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

1862.
1 brl. salmon.

He took in :

1861.
11 brl. do.

MIDDLE BAT.

1860.

Peter JIahcuod has been encaged in salmon fishing at Middle Bay for 11 years ; he was 
the first to fish there, lie has 3 stations and 100 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

186â\
9 brls. salmon.

He took in :

1861.
12 brls. do. .*• •

s
FIVE LEAGUES.

1860.
4 brls. do.

Harriet Griffin is engaged in salmon fishing at Five League*. Her father, who died a 
few/ years ago, had fished there for 20 years. She has 1 station and 75 fathoms of 
nets of 61 inch mesh.

X, -• 1862.
6 brls. ralfhon.

She took in : 

1861 
4 brls. do.

i in : z 

;
I860.

2 brls. do.

Z



FIVE LEAGUES.

Juki damson Las been engaged in salmon fishing at Five Leagues for 3 years. Before 
him a man of the name of Kyre Hartland had fished there, but left the place many 
years before.. Samson has 1 station and 50 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

. . He took in :
A 1861. 1860.1862.

8 brls. stdmort A
/ ; -

2 brls do.

LITTLE FISHERY (FIVE LEAGUES).

Samuel Marih, of Little Fishery (Five Leagues) has been engaged in salmon fishing for 
20 yearn He was the first to fish there. He has 1 station and 75 fathoms of nets 
of 61 in*h mesh.

t Ho took in :
1862. 1861. I860.

5 brls. (of salmon. 2| brls. do. 4 brls. do.
i

SALMON BAY.

This River was fished lor a long time by Dariut Chalker. In 1830, Chalkcr settled at 
Salmon Bay, and carried on salmon fishing in the River till 1860, when he died. 
His sons took his pljme in 1860, and continued the salmon fishery.

It is said that during the'first years that Darius Chalkcr fished there, salmon was abundant ; 
but this fish, as in Seatly all the other rivers of Labrador, has gteatly diminished, 
though itri# sometimes seen in great quantity.

The fishing License is issued to the son of Darius Chalker. There are 2 stations and 100 
fathoms of nets of 6| inch mesh.

1862.
20 brls. of salmon.

There were taken in :
. 1861.
15<1>ris. do.

1860.
8 brls. do.

SALMON BAT.

John Uayxcood has fished'at Salmon Bay for 5 years. Ho was the first to set nets where 
lie is now fishing. He has 1 station and 128 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

1862.
9 brls. of salmon.

He took in : 
1861.

12 brls. do.
1860.

8 brls. do.

8T. PAUL'S RIVER.

Louie David Chevalier, has been engaged in salmon fishing at River St. Paul for 13 
years. In 1774 the Brothers Lloyd were in possession of the River. It appears 
that Louis Chevalier, their adopted eon, inherited from them and died in 1846, after 
having transmitted to his grandson (the present occupant, then under age) all hie 
rights on the River St. Paul.

During hie old age, Louis Chevalier rented the River to Rendal Jones, who fished it till 
1849, when Louis David Chevalier began to fish himself. He has 16 stations and 
160 fitthoms of nets of 6i inch mesh.
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The following Table* *how the number of Salmon 
81. Paul :—

taken in different years, in the Hirer

In 1802 :
June 20... ....... 1 Salmon
July 1... ....... O a

tt 3... ....... 5 u
tt 6.. .... 25 it
tt 7... ....... 77 t<
it 0... .......100 it
it 11 .. ....... 28 u
it 13... ....... 5 a
« 16... ....... 9 a
it 17... ....... 14 .«
it 19...........  13 ti

u 21........... 6 u
it 23.......... 6 a

June 30.. 
July 2 . 

“ 4..
“ 6... 

“ 8.,, 
« 10.. 
“ 12. . 

« 14... 
“ 16.. 
“ 18... 
“ 20.. 
« 22 . 
u 04.,

In 1862 :
0 Salmon......
8 « .......

10 « ....

18 “

10 » 
0 «

Total.......... 591 Salmons.......10 Grilses.

On the 21th of July he took up all hie nets, with the exception of two, with which he 
took 24_galmon from the 24th to the 31st of July, which gives for the year 1862 in 
St. Paul’s Hirer, 616 Salmon and 16 Grilses.

In 1861................................  45 Barrels of Salmon.
« 1860................................  76 « «
“ 1859................................ 50 “ “
“ 1858................................ 51 «S— «
“ 1857................................  11 “ «

In 1855 : In 1855 :
June 26..... .... 4 Salmon..... June 27....... .. 2 Salman.. ...... seibs.

It 28..... .... 4 ti .... 50 it it 29..... .. 9 tt ....... 103 *'
it 80..... .... 18 tt .... 151 U July 1st.... .. 18 tt ....... 205 '<

July 2..... .... 9 It .... 120 it it 3....... .. 30 tt ....... 244 “
4 .... ....114 tt .... 1,345 It tt 5... .. 79 ....... 912 “

« 6..... .... 75 It .... 879 u it 7...... .. 81 tt ....... 939 “
tt 8..... .... 61 It ... 711 it “x 9..... .. 70 U ....... 796 «
it 10..... .... 65 it .... 770 tt tt 11....... .. 46 tt ....... 520 »

/« 12..... .... 14 tt .... 176 tt t< 13...... .. 8 it ....... 91 “
u 14..... .... 16 tt .... 181 tt it 15....... .. 33 It ___ 369 “
tt 16..... .... 47 tt .... 580 It tt 17 15 a ..... 160 “
tt 18.. . .... 36 tt .... 403 tt it 19....... .. 7 ....... 77 «

Total...... ......  9,808 lbs.
*

In 1854 : In 1854 : . V *
June 19.... .... 7 Salmon.... ... 80 Salmon.. ....... 507 tbs.

It 21.... ... 63 ti .... 796 it tt 22...... ... 40 it ........ 481 “
it 28.... .... 63 u ..... 670 it tt 24..... ... 47 tt ........ 663 “
U 26.... .... 22 it ..... 270 It It 26...... ... 53 tt 662 «

27.... .... 49 tt ..... 635 ti tt 28....... ... 69 tt ........ 818
29.... .... 66 it .... 820 it tt 30...... ...228 ft ........ 8,788 «



8».

In 1864—(Continued.) to 1854—( Continued.)
J* 1st... ...... 1,908 tbs. 9 ~ 3 353 the

3...... ...195 « ......2,353 “ 4... ..... 201 <( .......  3,359 «« 5 .... ... 94 - ... ...... 917 “ it 6 .. .. .. 52 tt ....... 615 “
tt 7....... .. 58 “ ... .. . 711 » it 8... ...... 50 U ....... 591 •<
tt 9...... ... 25 “ ... ...... 311 “ it 10... ...... 49 it ....... 677 “
it 11 .... ... 42 “ ... ...... 486 “ it 12... .....  35 it ....... 416 «
it 18...... ... 11 « .. ...... 112 « it 14 .. ...... 31 tt .... 365 “
tt 15...... ... 11 “ ... ...... 188 » ft 16... ..... 4 tt 54 “
it 17...... ... 6 « ... ...... 70 “ tt 18 . ...... fi It 68 il.
it 19...... ... 6 « ... ...... 74 «

Total...... .. 2,083 Salmon ..

v
...25,504 tbs.

In 1824 :
From 16th to 27th June.........2,173 Snlmon .
From 27th June to 4th Julj ...2,559 “
From 4th to 11th July...............1,183 “
From 11th to 18th July...........  204 “
From 18th to 22th July........... 22 “

Total.........................6,091 Salmon.

..The first salmon wis 
taken on the 1st June.

In 1823 :
let Week. 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
6th 
6th

C Salmon.
. 420 
.2,441 
.1,678 
. 701 
. 219

it
«
tt

The first salmon was 
taken on the 22nd 
June.

Total....................5,365 Salmon

■OMNI IBMtRANCC.

John Godard has been engaged in the salmon fishery at Bonne Espérance since 1825 ; 
that year he took 20 barrels of salmon. American and Nora Scotian fishermen repaired 
there sometimes to fish.

John Godard has been established on the coast of Labrador since 1810. The brothers 
Lloyd, were then fishing at St. Paul’s Hirer, snd John Godard had been three years 
in their aerviee ; they were then taking from 1,000 to 1,500 kegs of salmon, and it 
was reported that, Nova Scotian fishermen had taken as much as 700 barrels of this 
ish in Bonne Espérance River. He has 5 stations and 150 fathoms of nets of 61

1861.
11 bda.a*M*.

He took in : 

1861.
10 brie. do.

1860.
22brla.de
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BONNE ESPÉRANCE.

William Whittly ht* been engaged in the salmon fishery at Bonne Espérance for 7 years ; 
nobody fished before him 2 the place where he now is. He has 1 station and 30 
fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh. .

He took in :
1862. 1861. I860.

1 barrel salmon 1 barrel do. 2 barrels do.

BONNE ESPÉRANCE.

William Parker has been engaged in salmon fishing at this place for 7 years; nobody 
fished there before him. He bas 1 station, and 80 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. I860.

1 barrel, salmen. 9 barrels, do. 11 barrels, do.

BONNE ESPÉRANCE.

William Antel has been engaged in salmon fishing at Bonne Espérance for three years; 
Léger Levesque had fished there for three years before. Antel has 1 station and 40 
fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

He took ini
1862. 1861. I860.

11 brl. salmon. H brl. do. H brl do.

BONNE ESPÉRANCE.

James Buckle has been engaged in salmon fishing at Bonne Espérance for 13 years. 
John Godard ooeupied the fishing grounds before him. He has 2 stations and 60 
fathoms of nets of b! inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. I860.

5 brls. salmon. 4 brie. do. 6 brls. do.

BRÛLÉE ISLAND.

Liger Livetque has been engaged in salmon fishing at Brûlée Island for 5 years. Nobody 
fished there before him. He has 1 station and 46 fathoms of nets of 7 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. >. I860.

11 brl. salmon. 11 brl. do.

DOO ISLAND.

Joteph Wellman has been engaged in salmon fishing at Dog Island for 6 years. Thomas 
Rule fished there before him. He hae 2 stations and 126 fathoms of nets of 61 inch 
meah.

1860
6brle.de.

1862.
7 brls. salmen.

He took in : 
1861.

4 brls, do.
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PECHE A LIZOTTI.

John Norther lias been engaged in salmon fithing at POohe à Liaotte for 12 year». He 
has 1 station and 75 fathoms of nets of 6} inch mesh.

1862.
44 brls. salmon.

He took in : 
1861.

8 brls. do.

DOG ISLAND.

1860.
6 brls. do.

Thomut Rule has been engaged in salmon flitting at Dog Island for 5 years; nobody fished 
there before him. He has 4 stations and 100 fathoms of nets of 64 inch mesh.

1862.
54 brls. Salmon.

He took in : 
1861.

2 brls. do.

BAT OP BOCKS.

1860.
4 brls do.

JohnJBelvm has been engaged in salmon fishing in theJBay of Rocks for 4 years ; nobody 
fished there before him. He has 1 station and ISO fathoms of nets of 64 inch mesh

1862.
0 brls. salmon.

He took in :
' 1861 

4 brls. do.

MALOUIN COVE.

1860.
13 brls. do.

Michel Allen has been engaged in salmon fishing at Malouin Goto for 7 years. Joseph 
Wellman, from whom he holds the place, fished there before him. He has 2 stations 
and 75 fathoms of nets, of 64 inch mesh.

1862.
6 brls. salmon.

Me took in: 
1861.

3 brls. do.

NAPITTIPPI BIVKR.

1860.
5 brls. do.

William Penn has-been engaged in salmon fishing at Napitippi River for 2 years; Kyre 
Hartland, his father-in-law, fished the River for him from the death of his father in 
1849, till he came of age. He has 6 stations, and 160 fathoms of nets of 64 inch mesh.

1862.
5 brls. salmojL

He took in : 
1861.

3 brls. do.
»

CHICATACA.

1860.
10 brls. do.

Robert Oootney and Robert Shitler have been engaged in salmon fishing at (Jhieataca for 
6 i they were the first to fish there. They have S stations, and 50 fathoxa of 
nets, of 64 inch mesh.

1862.
4 brls, salmon.

They took in : 
1861.

6 brls. do.
1860.

4 brls. do.



PUEl’S ISLAND.

François Lessard has been engaged in salmon fishing at Doha's Island for 10 jtut j he 
was the first to fish there. He has 2 stations, and 120 fathoms of nets of 6i inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

2j brls. salmon. 2 brls. do. 4 brls. do.

duke’s island.

iSerre Hon has been engaged in salmon fishing at Doha’s Island forjT years ; he was the 
first to fish there. He nas 1 station, and 60 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

0 brls. salmon. 4 brls. do. 2 brls. do.

SAINT AUGUSTIN.

Mathew Kennedy and his brother Andrew, have been engaged in salmon fishing and seel 
hunting since 1828 ; before that time, the Labrador Company, Lym burner end Oe., 
fished the River. The two brothers paid £300 to that Company for the right of sal­
mon fishing and seal hunting in the Saint Augustin River.

Mathew Kennedy, alone, is now engaged in both pursuits ; Andrew fishes for salmon only. 
Mathew Kennedy has 3 stations and 160 fathoms of nets of 6 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. 1860 

16 brls. salmon. 29 brls. do. • 12 brls. do.

SAINT AUGUSTIN.

Andrew Kennedy as above stated, has been engaged in salmon fishing at Saint Augustin 
einee 1823. He has 16 stations and 200 fathoms of nets of 6 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861.

87 brls. salmon. 46 brls. do.

SAINT AUGUSTIN.

Jean Bilodeau has been engaged in salmon fishing at St. Augustin River for 6 years : hie 
father also fished there for 8 years before him. He has 8 stations and 40 fhthoms 
of nets of 64 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. , I860-

1 brl. salmon. 2 brls. do. 2 brls. do.

SAINT AUGUSTIN.

Louie Beeeau has been engaged in salmon fishing at St. Augustin tor 8 years ; he wan the 
first to fish in the place he now occupies. He has 2 stations and 20 fhthoma of nets 
of 61 inch mesh.

He tppk in :
1862. mi. I860,

1 brl. salmon 2 brls. do > Wla. do.

1860.
80 brls. do.

♦



SAINT AUGUSTIN RIVER.

Samuel Robcrtton has been encaged in salmon fishing at St. Augustin for 3 years. 
Thomas Lessard and his father fished at the same place for about 20 years. He has 
5 stations and 100 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

1862.

3 brls. salhftn.

He took in : 

1861.

3 brls. do.

SAINT AUGUSTIN.

1860.

3 brls. dt>

Michel Lavallie has been engaged ia salmon fishing at St. Augustin 
Baptiste Guilmette fished at the same place before him. Jle has 3
fatnoms of nets offil inch mesh.

1862.

4 brls. salmon.

/
He took in : 

1861.

5 brls. do.

years." One 
ations and 50

I860.

5 brls. do.

WHALE HEAD (PACACHOO).

William Tucker has been engaged in salmon fishing at Whale Head (Pacachoo) for 10 
years ; he was the first to fish there. He has 2 stations and 60 fathoms of nets, of 
61 inch mesh.

He took in :

1862. 1861. 1860.
8 brls. salmon. 2 brls. do. 2 brls. do.

WHALE HEAD (PACACHOO).

Jean Legouvl has been engaged in salmon fishing at Whale Head (Pacachoo) for 5 years ; 
he was the first to fish at the place which he now occupies. He has 2 stations and 76 
fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :

1862. 1861. I860.

5 brls. salmon. * 6 brls. do. «> brls. do.

KIKAPOE.

Jacquet McKinnon has been engaged in salmon fishing and seal hunting at Kikapoe since 
1837. He paid Louis Lessard £680 for the station, and £200 to one Hilaire Gaumont 
for the right of fishing at Red Islands.

Law Lessard occupied the place after his father, who fished there before him. Jacques 
McKinnon has 8 stations and 90 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :

1862. X 1861.:

4 brls. salmon. 31 brls. do.

I860.

4 brls do.



*1
\

94
-li.

BED POINT (KIKAPOt).

Jotejjh McKinnon has been engaged in salmon fishing at Red Point (Kikapoe) for 9 years ; 
he iras the firat to fish there. He has 2 stations and 40 fathoms of nets of\61 inch 
mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

2 brls. salmon. 3} brls. do. 2 brls. do., LAKE SALÉ.

Jouph Gallichon bought this place from 8. Robertson 4 years ago, and has been engaged 
in salmon fishing ever since. Before Robertson, one Charles Bilodeau had been 
engaged in salmon fishing and seal-hunting there, for 30 years. Gallichon has l 
station and 40 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

8 brls. salmon. 1 1 brl. do. 4 brls. do.

LA TABATIÈBE.

Edouard Blau has been engaged in salmon fishing at La Tabatière for 2 years. Before 
him, Mr. Samuel Robertson used to set nets there. He has 6 stations and 89 fathoms 
of nets, of 61 inch mesh»

He took in:
1862. v 1861. r I860.

1 brl. salmon. 1 brl. do.

------------------------------ LA TABATlkBE.

Laurent GaUxboii has been engaged in salmon fishing at La Tabatière for 5 years ; he was 
the first tp fish there. He has 8 stations, and 50 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in:
1862. 1861. 1860.

2 brls. salmon. 8 brls. do. 1 brl. do

mutton' bat.

Françoù Michel has been engaged in salmon fishing at Mutton Bay for 17 Tears: before 
this, the Labrador Company having a post there, fished and hunted seals. He has 1 
station and 80 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh. ,

He took in:
1862. 1861. 1860.

1 brl. salmon. 1 brl. do. 6 brls. do.

MUTTON BAY.

damn Cunning has been engaged in salmon fishing at Mutton Bay for 10 years ; he was 
' the first to fish at the place he now occupies. He will give up fishing after this year. 

He has 1 station and 75 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

He took m:
1862. s 1861. 1860.

i brl. salmon. 8 brls. do,

v
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GREAT MEOCATINA RIVER.

'Benjamin Reed has been engaged in salmon fishing at the*Great Meocatina River for la 
years. His father-in-law, Mr. John Hawkins fished there from 1822 to 1837. Tho 
greatest catch was 18 barrels. He has 2 stations and 100 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch 
mesh. Ç»

He took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

14 brls salmon. brls. do. 15 brls. do.

WHALE HEAD (MICCATINa).

Michael Kent y has been engaged in salmon fishing at Whale Head (Meocatina) for 4 years ; 
he was the first to fish at the place which he now occupies. He bas 1 station aufclSO 
fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. I860.

3 brls. salmon. . , 21 brls. do. 7 brls. do.

WHALE HEAD (MEOCATINA).

William Kenty has been engaged in salmon fishing at Whale Head (Meccatina) for 5 years ; 
he was the first to fish there. He has 8 stations and 180 Jathoms of net*, of 64 inch 
mesh.

He took in : \/
1862. 1881. I860.

6 brls. salmon. 5 brls. do. 7 btls. do.

LITTLE MEOCATINA.

Pierre Thibeault has been engaged in salmon fishing at Little Meocatina fer 7 years ; he 
was the first to fish at the place which he now occupies. He has 1 station and 50 
fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. 18#0.
None. 1 barrel salmon 2 barrels do.

LITTLE MEOCATINA. %

Daniel Manger has been engaged in salmon fishing at Little Meocatina for 6 years. André 
Gallibois, his father-in-law, fished there for three years before him, but never took 
many ealmon. He has 1 station and 40 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

H» took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

1 salmon. 2 barrels do. 3 barrels do.

LITTLE MEOCATINA.

Louie Coulombe has been engaged in salmon fishing at Little Meocatina for 8 years ; he 
was the first to fish at the place which he now occupies. He has 1 station and 40 
fhthoms of nets, of 64 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

1 barrel salmon 1 barrel do. 8 barrels de.
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X ET AO A MU RIVER. >

h' Xavier Bilodeau has been engaged in salmon fishing at Netaganm rivet for 7 years; bis 
father-in-law, Thomas Collard, fished there for many" years before him. Salmon 
cannot go up this river, being prevented by falls 50 feet high. He has 3 stations and 
50 fathoms of nets, of 6} inch mesh.

He*took in ;
1862. 1861. _ 1 i860.

2 barrels salmon J barrel do. 5 barrels do.
•A

POINT A DUMOURIER.

André Galliboii has been engaged in salmon fishing at Point à Dumonrier for 7 years ; he 
was the first to set nets there. He has 2 stations and 50 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch

m mesh.
He took in :

1862. 1861. ' I860.
8 barrels salmon 2 barrels do. 1 barrel do.

KTAMAMÜ rIV’er.1

Michel Blait has fished in the Etamamu River for many years. His father bought the 
place in partnership with one Hamel, from the firm of Woolsey, Lymbnrner * Co., 
(then fishing the River) for the sum of £250. Hamel, subsequently gave his share 
to his nephew, Victor Hamel, and Michel Blais gave his to his son.

A few years ago, Michel Blais bought Victor Hamel’s share for the sum of £400, and 
since then fishes alone in the river. He has 150 fathoms of nets, of 6* inch mesh.

1862.
23 barrels salmon.

He took in :
1861.

mani-bo-acdi (cape whittle).

1860.

Gilbert Jones has been engaged in salmon fishing at Mani-eu-achi for 3 years. He bought 
the place from one Giroux, who was the second who fished there; Capt. Talbot being 
the first. He has 2 stations and 76 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mesh.

Ho took in :
1862.

brls. salmon.
1861.

4 brls. do.

COACOACHOO RIVER.

1860.
4 brls. do.

Joseph -iuM has been engaged in salmon fishing at Coacoachoo River for 4 yearr. Bou- 
langer, his father-in-law, fished for salmon there before him since 1847. Two brothers, 
named Rochette, settled there before him, and previous to that, the H. B. Company 
hanog a poet at this place had in certain years taken a good deal of salmon, by means 
of Darner hurdles. J

Since then, this mode of fishing being forbidden, there are but few salmon taken in the 
Riwr, on Recount of the difficulty of setting nets, caused by the strong currents, at 
ebb and even at flood tide. Aubé has 1 station and 20 fathoms ofnetsot 6è inch mesh.

He took in:
18Ô2- 1861. i860.

1 brl. salmon ibrl. de. 1» brl.do.

Z"'-
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Utorw Mitivitr has boon engaged in salmon fishing at the Romaine River for 10 years. 
The H. B. Company fished there before him ; he has now leased the river from the 
Government. This year the best time for fishing was at the end of the fishing season. 
In Romaine River, salmon appears fifteen days earlier than elsewhere, and the fishing 
season is generally over bv the 10th July of each year. He has 2 stations and 100 
fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in : 
1861,

8 brls. do.
1862.

0 brls. salmon.
1860.

8 brls. do.

WA8H-8HBB-COOTAI RIVER.

Pierre Blait has been engaged in salmon fishing at the Wash-Shee-Coutai River for 4 
years. Samuel Foreman fished this river for one year ; and before this latter, the H. 
B. Company set nets in that place. Pierre Blais began fishing on the 20th June, 
and too* his first salmon on the 5th of July. The salmon was most abundant between 
the 16th and 20th July, and the day he raised his nets, on the 31st of July, he took 
11 salmon. He has 10 stations and 150 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :

25 brls. do.
1861. * 

20 brls. do.
1862.

18 brls. salmon.

WASH-SHEE-COUTAI BITER, WEST POINT (POINTE AUX CORBIJOUX).

Pierre Noel and Barthélémy Deraepe have been engaged in salmon fishing at Pointe aux 
Corbijoux for 3 years. The H. B. Company also set nets in the place formerly.
They have 50 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh. 

They took in :
1862.

6 brls. salmon.
1861.

6 brls do.

MUBQUABRO RIVEE.

Pierre Noel has been engaged in salmon fishing at Musquarro River for 6 years. Before 
then the H. B. Company set nets in the river. He has 2 stations and 50 fathoms of 
nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in : 
1861.

5 brls. salmon.
1862. 1860.

1 brl. salmon and 
6 brls. of trout.

KEQA8CA RIVER.

Jean Boudreau has been engaged in salmon fishing at Kegasca for two years. The River
was leased to him at that time by the Government; the H. B. Company fished there 
before. Jean Giroux, who by false representations obtained a license (since cancel­
led), also fished the river in 1861 ; he was prosecuted this summer for having fished 
in Kegasca River without license, and fined $20 and eosts.
Ireau is now the only person fishing in the Kegasca River. He has 5 stations and 
120 fathoms of nets, or 61 inch mean.

He took ii :
1862.

141 brls. salmon.
18

1861.
11 bris. de.

1860.
4 brls. do (in the Bay).



98

t HULL ISLAND (KMAlCiA).

Samuel Foreman In* been engaged in anluinii fishing nt Uull l*laml during the present 
rummer; ho we* the fir*l tu *et not* there. Ho ha* 1 elation and 25 fathom* of net 
of 0) inch mesh.
tn 1862 he took only 1 barrel of salmon.

NATASHQUAN RIVER.

Rnl>ert Stanley leased thi* River from Government 11 year* ago, and makes over the right 
of Balling (lor a certain sum) to one Quigley. They each fi*h for themselves and u»n 
their own nets. 'Jho H. B. Company for a number of years fished this, river which 
i* one of the best stocked in Canada. About 1856 certain GaaptS and Nova Scotian 
fishermen came to fish there ; and the system of license* was applied for the first 
time in 1869. There were a great many salmon in the River this summer. The 
River is leased at 1640. Stanley and Quigley took in 1862 :

Robert Stanley.......................................... 140 brls. of salmon.
Edward Quigley..^..............  .................150 “ “

Total................................290 brls. of salmon.

NATA8HQUAN HAT SHOAL.

Tlyppalite Vi'jneault haa been engaged in salmon fishing in Natashquan Bay for 2 vears. 
He was the first to fish for salmon at t.he place where he now sets his not*, lie has 
2 station* and 180 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

1862.

22 brls. salmon.

He took in :

1861.
10 brls. do.

NATASHQUAN BAT SHOAL.

1860.

Iahm Talbot haa been engaged in salmon fishing in Natashquan Bay for 2 years. He 
was the first to fish at the place for which he now holds a Liocuse. He has 2 stations, 
and 75 fathoms of nets of oi inch mesh.

1862.
9 brls. salmon.

He took in : 

1861.
6 brls. do.

AOWAHUS RIVER

/
1860.

Syhater Kennedy has been engaged in the salmon fishery at Agwantu River for 7 years ; 
previously the H. B. Co. used to set nets in that plaoe. Sylvester Kennedy now 
teases me River from the H. B. Company, who obtained a license this spring to fish 
ie it as well as in all other Rivers in the Seigniory of Mingan. He haa 6 stations, 
aad 200 fathoms of nets of 61 inch mash.

He took in :

1860.
H brls. do.

1862.
16 brls. salmon.

1861.
16 brb. do.

1866.
261 brls. do
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NAB1SS1I-PI RIVER.

Olirirr Hochelt* he* been engaged in salmon fishing at the Nsbissippi Hirer lor 7 j<»r« 
He leaae* the Hirer from the H. B. Co., who o*ed to carry on the ealmon fishery there 
formerly. Thia rirer ia not no productive aa the Agwanna Hirer He haa 3 atatioaa, 
and 76 fathoma of net* of 0} inch meah.

1802.
7 brie, aalmon.

He took in : 
1861.

17 brie. do.
I860.

10 brla. do.

«IREAT Ann LITTLE WAT*HrEeHOO RIVERS A*D PIASIITER RAT.

Jotrph Tunr/uau haa been engaged in aalmon fishing at Great and Little WaUheeahou 
Hirer* and alao at 4'iashter Bay for 16 year» ; the II. B. Co waa established there 
before him. Ho take* hia License from the Company. In Great Wataheeahoo, 
Joseph Tanguay haa thia year 4 nota.

1861.
22 brla. salmon.

He took in :
1800.

24 brla. do.

In Little Wataheeahoo, he has 2 net*, of 7 to 26 fathom* 

He took in :
1861. " 1862.

8 brla. salmon. 9 brla. do.

At Piaehter Bay, he haa but one net. >

He took in :
1861. 1 1862.

1 brl. aalmon. 1 brl. do.

/.LITTLE RO MAIRE RIVER.

This Hirer has always bee fished by the H. B. Company. Captain Pierre Mar quand takes 
charge of the Company's pets, and in 1862, with 120 fathoma of nets, of 6 inch mesh 
he took 33 barrels of salmon. The Company has 4 stations ia the Hirer.

.1XUAR RIVER.

The aalmon fishery in this Hirer has slwnys been worked by the H. B. C< 
three last yean no fishing has been earned on there. Miagaa Hire

LORO POINT, (M1ROAN).

For the 
Miacaa Hirer is flail of fish

i\errt BtKvtau haa been engaged in salmon fishing at Long Point (Mingani for 2 years. 
He was the list to net salmon net* there. He has 1 station, and 50 fcthorns ef nets 
of 6t inch mesh. He took in 1862, 6 barrels of i

A
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BITER BT. JOHN.

The H. B. Company, having long ago loaacd the Seigniory of Mingan, in which the above 
River ie situated, worked the salmon fishery alone till 1858. Some fishermen from 
Qaapé came about that time and act nets and shared the Company’s profita. In 1859, 
I gave salmon fishing licenses to those holding the fishing stations. This year, by 
order of the Government the whole of the River St. John was leased to the H. Bi- 
Company, who sublet the stations to their former occupants, at a rate generally higher 
by one half than that paid to the Government by the Company.

The following is a table shewing the number of occupants, the number of barrels of salmon 
taken in the said River, &c., Ac.

SALMON TAKEN IN RIVER ST. JOHN, IN 1862.

No#. Naas. of Occupant#. Residences. Fathoms of 
nets.

Sia. of mash. Barrels of 
Salmon.

Station#.

1 Hudson'# Bay Company.............
CspL Predent Nieol.....................

Mingan..........- . 10*6 Si pci. 771 4
s 300 «4 “ 36 1
s Inward Bélanger à Ce...-........-

Wœ. à Henry Welsh ..................
Carleton.............. 17» Si « *2 1

4 Douglas town...... 300 0) “ IS 1
• Math#* Boyle..................... .........

-ffthn McRae
"do ...... 1*0

no
320

6 «
«i “
Si “

16
g

Î
1

r John A Wm. Rota........................ Malbalc............... 30 1
* 200 «4 “ ft 1
a Frederick CoSn Oa#p6 Baain....... 100 «1 tx 4 1

10 Phillip Coffin................................. de 133 »i "1 10 1
il Phillip Blason................................ Rlrer 6t. John ... SO Si << < » 1
it Langlan Patter#on ...................... Qaapé Baain...... 170

*134

Si « 17
ÎÔ7Î

1

1»

MAGPIE RIVER.

This river which also forms part of the Seigniory of Mingan, was fished for a great number 
of years by the R. B. Company. John Girard has now a lease of it, and has been in 
occupation for 7 or 8 years.

In 1869, 1 licensed it, and leased it to him in 1861. J. Girard has 6 stations and 102 
fathoms of nets, of 6} inch mesh.

He took in :

1862. 1861. I860.

64 brls. salmon. ' 182 brie. do. 40 brie. do.

JDPITAOAN RIVER.

A small river in the Seigniory of Mingan. The H. B. Company fished it for a long time 
and have since abandoned it. James Girard occupied it about 10 years ago ; I leased 
it to him in 1859. This rear it was leased to the Hudson’s Bay Company. J. Girard 
has 2 stations

1862.

7 brie, salmon.

md 68 fathoms of nets, of 6} inch mesh.

He took in :

8 brls. do.

1860.

/
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8HSLLDBAEE 8II0AL.

Philippe Toutel boa been engaged in the salmon fishing at Shelldroke Shoal fer 1) years ; 
he was the first to fiah for salmon at the place which he now occupies. Ho has 1 
station and 25 fathoms of nets, of 6) inch mesh.

18(52.

I brl. salmon.

Ho took in : 
1861.

1 brl. do.

RHELLDRAKE SHOAL.

I860, 

i brl. do.

John LeBrun has been engaged in the salmon fishing at Shelldrakc Shoal for 8 years ; 
nobody fished before him for salmon at the place which he now occupies. He has 
1 station and 60 fathoms of nets, of 6 inch mesh.

1862.

31 brls. salmon.

He took in : 
1861.

3 brls. do.

RHELLDRAKE SHOAL.

1860.

1 brl. do.

John and Eliat Collât hare also a salmon fiahing station on Shelldrako Shoal ; they worj 
the first occupants. They hare 1 station and 25 fathoms of nets, of 61 ineh mesh.

Ho took in:
1862. 1861.

6 salmon. 1 brl. do.

BASON RIVER OR RIVER AU BOULEAU.

1860.

1 brl. do.

M. and E. Letpirance had a salmon fishing license for this river for two years, but never 
fished it. They have taken out no license since 1861.

TROUT RIVER.

Trout River in the King’s Posts, has been fished for over 20 years by Mr. Hugh Chisholm, 
for salmon and trout. I gave him a license in 1860.

1862.

6 brls. salmon

Ho took in: 
1861.

RIVER MOISIE SHOAL

1860.

20 brls. do.

Ftiix Poirier has been engaged in salmon fishing on the Moisie River Shoal for many 
years ; but he received no license for his station till 1861.

1862.

86 brls. ylmon.

He took in: 
1861. 1860.

10 brls. do.

U
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RIVER HOISIX SHOAL. ____ ___

William Chithofm received hie license for a station on the Moieic River Shoal In 1861 > 
he had not fished for salmon before then.

He took in:
1862. 1861.

14 brls. salmon.

RIVER MOISIR SHOAL. *

John Holliday also received a license for a fishing station on the Moisic River Shoal in 
1861 ; he had not set nets before.

He took in:
1861.1862.

24 brls. salmon.

WOOD POINT (MOISIR).

David Tilu has fished at Wood Point for many years ; he was the first to fish for salmon
there.

He took in : 
1861.1862.

18 brls. salmon.

RIVER MOISIR.

The Moisie River, one of the beet stocked on the North Shore, had been fished by the H.
R. Company from the time when that Company became the Lessee of the King’s 
Posts.

About 1854, some fishermen from Gaspé and the Lower Parishes resorted there to fish.
In 1859, the whole of the estuary part of the River, with an extent of one mile on each 

side; was leased to Mr. John Holliday, of Quebec, for the sum of 11,800 ; whilst the 
fluvial division was rented for fly-fishing, to Messrs. Williams k Bacon, of Bop ton, for 
$406.

Mr. Holliday uses a large number of nets.
He took in: 

1861.1862.
676 brls. salmon.

1860.

Messrs. Williams A Bacon, took with the fly in
1859.1862. 1861. 1860.

308 salmon.
equal to 141 barrels.

RIVER 8T. MARGARET.

Charte» Smith began to fish for salmon in the River St. Margaret last year when he 
leased it from the Government for the sum of $16. Hardy had also leased the River 
from the Government; and before him, the Hudson’s Bay Company fished there for 
many years.

Charles Smith has 260 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh ,

1862.
15 brls. salmon.

He took in: 
1861.

\
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C ARBI BOO I81.ETM.

Antoine Volant has been engaged in salmon fishing at Carriboo Islets for a great number 
of years ; ho was the first to fish at the place which he now occupies. He has 1 
station and 50 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh

He took in:
1862. 1861. 1860.

5 brls. salmon.

CARRIBOO ISI.ET8.

Widow J. McClure has also been engaged in salmon fishing at Carriboo Islets for 8 years ; 
her husband fished there many years before her. She has 1 station and 100 fathoms 
of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

She took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

10 brls. salmon.

TRINITY BAT.

William Afunroe is engaged in salmon fishing one mile cast of Trinity River. He has 1 
station and 100 fathoms of nets, of 61 inch mesh.

He took in :
1862. 1861. 1860.

6 brls. salmon.

TRINITY RIVER.

Clarke & Bertrand arc engaged in salmon fishing at Trinity River, which they lease for 
the sum of 8120. They took in 1862, 36 barrels salmon.

TRINITY b!aY.

Alexander Comeau has been engaged in sahnon fishing at Trinity Bay for 2 years.
He took >n :

1862. 1861. 1860.
5 brls salmon.

TRINITY POINT.

John Meade has been engaged in salmon fishing at Trinity Point for 11 years. He leases 
the station from the Government.

He took in:
1862. 1861. 1860.

91 brls. salmon.

oodbout bat.

Antoine Blait leases this salmon fishing station from the Government.
He took in:

1862. 1861. 1860.
10 brls. salmon.

Total quantity of salmon taken on the North Shore of the River St Lawrence, in 1862 ! 
1,8921 barrels.

>
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TABLE No. 4.—Statement ehewing the number of Seal Fishing Stations on the North 
Shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the names of the Owners, Ac., Ac , in 1862.

^—■I'-1 .

Names of Filhermee. Stations.
Fathoms

of Nets.

Fall Fishing,

1 Ml

Spring
Fishing,

1862.

Seals. Seal».

La Boutillier, Bros.......f............... Wood Ialaad..—.................. .........
Blancs Sablons»..........................

140 -• 110
Narcisse Dumas........................... 188 121
Fruing * Co................................
0. L. Labadie

Long Point ............................. 250 187
Anse dee Dune»..........».............. 300 83

William Labadie.......................... Pointe à la Barque....................... 140 26
Kendall Jones............................... Bradore Bay................................. 600 230
Louis Jones..... ............................. 180 65
John BaofcleX»............................ Belle» Am-nrs............................... 201 80
Harriet Griffin .................... Five Leagues................................. 200 82
Samuel Marsh......-X............... Little Fishery---- ....................

Bonne Espérance.........................
125 50

tnti. >.______ 300 58
Léger L^^eque........................... Brûlée Island................................. 250 29
Thomas Rule............................... Dog Island................................... 160 65
Fining à Co................................ Ans. da Portage.........

Bt Augustin..................................
230 128

Mathew Kennedy......................... m M
50
23Jacqftes Me Ken non......................

Joseph Oalliohon.........................

wbale Head (racacnoo;.............
Kikapo*................. .......................
Lae Salé.......... ».......»...............

400
350 80

William Buckle. ........................... La Ttah^titre.......... ..................... 800 141
Samuel Robertson....................... de ................................. 500 60
Laurent Galllbois ......................... Red Bay........................................

do .....................................
150 2

J. B. Oulllemette........................ 400 74
François Michel......................... Mutton Bay.............. ....................

Great Meoeatina Island...............
100 4
360 150

Cha. BUodsau..............................
Mlehel Kenly.....—.......... ......

Widow J. Meager.........................

000
50

46
away by les-

Goéland Island............................ 90
bergs.

1
Pierre Thibeault......................... 80 0
Louis Coulombe................. ......... Pot Point...................................... 70

Total.......... ................ 7714 090 1103

Seal Fisheries with Ground Nets in 1862.

Fathoms of Number ef
Names ef Fishermen. Stetions.

Net». Beal».

Baptiste Domes.eeeee.eeeeeeee eeeeeeeee eeeeeeeee Long Point, teee.eeee eeeeeeeee eeeeeeeee eesenstisi l*t 80
Charles Dicke*-,............... T—..................... de ........................................ 2b 30
Piarfg LéûlU_» Duke's Island..................................... . 60 20
Gilbert Je***,................... ....................... Manisuaehi............................................... 40 15
JOSeph Anbé e.Hee eeeeeeaeeeeeeee m.eeeese eeee.e Ceeeoeehee......................... —.................. 80 11
Olivier Rœhette###s.eeeeeeeeeeeee.Oeeee.eee.#e#e
Joseph Tafcgway ..................»............

Nabisippi ............. ........... ..
3F ateheneeohoo

70
N

S3
23

Total................................... 700 111

Total nimber of Seal» take dariag the fall ef 1M1...
do do Bfriug laU-
do 4» Sommer IS"

Total.. 3 teeee eeefei.«00es.ee

lies
sis

ion
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forth TABLE No. 4.—Continued.—Total amount of Seala taken in the CSulf of St. Lnwroncc
daring the year 1802.

nK

2.

all.

no
in
187

83
It

130
it
80
81
to
18
1»
01

118

,
Number

of

Beelr.

Gallon»

of

Seal OU.

Vaine.

'

0,104
13,105
2,102

2,000

01,000
00,023
17,616

6,000

$ cts.

Do Schooners from the North Shore of the Golf of St. Lawrence. 
Taken in sedentary fisheries and in ground nets...............................

53,551 80 
10,560 60

1,200 00
Shot with guns, by white men and "Indians, on the North Shore, 

from Eecoumains to BIkhcs Sablons............................................

Total.....................„.............. ............
1

16,501 208,480 120,463 40

• Nearly ell the Seel» taken by Magdalen Ielsndi' Behoonen were edalt, end eoniequently rcry large.

j"i«:

IMS

80
SO
10
11
IS
11
M

111
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TABLE No. 5.—Number of Merchant» in the District of Gaepé, 
Coast of the lower part of the River and Gulf of St. Lawrence 
Islands in 1862.

Se North 
'dalen

No. Names of Merchants.

John Meagher..

Ed. Saucier.........
John Meagher......
Joseph Kouiieau . 
John Meagher......

Charles Colline . 
Nelson Verge.... 
Chs. Ahier.........

Keeldenee.

9 Ji bn Meagher...... .
1U P. C. Campbell.......... .
11 Joe. Michaud.............
12 Fabien Alain.............
13 Robert Montgomery .

H
11
1#

17
18 
1» 
20 
11

12 11
24
25
26

27

18
2»

10
31
32
33
34 
3»
36
37
38 
3V
40
41 
41
43
44 
46
46
47 
46 
46 
M

John Campbell.. 
Richard Braeb.... 
John McNair.....

John Moore..............
John Harvey.............
(Jeorge Corbin-.........
William McRae.........
Darld Kerr.......... ...

Maxime Forest.......
Maxime Forest.....  ,
George Corbin.........
Félix Arseneau.......
Napoléon Poirriur...

William Lnngler......

R. Kemphor.........
LeBoulillier Bros..

Clerenee Hamilton.........
Andre* Caldwell............
Thomas Kelly............
Daniel Bisson ...............
LeBoulillier Bros...........
Che. Robin A Co............
Simon Loisel..................
James Clerk .......... .......
Andrew Young..............
Patrick Bweeunan .......
James Koright..............
R. W. Forbes..................
W. McGle.......................
Louis Roussis........... ..
James Day.....................
Baptiste Gauthier..........
George Kelly..................
Philip Hemond.............
Ohs. Robin d Co...........
Junto* To.-*sl...................
Xavier Tile * Brother-

Cross Point............... ..
•w

do .............. .
Nouvelle.......................

do .....................
Carletoa.......... ..........

do ......... ........
do ......................
do ......................

Marin „.......................
do ..........................
do .........................
do .........................

New-Richasend..........

de ........

de ...... .
do .........
do ........
do .........
do .........

Little Bonarsatore----
do

Great Bonnrentnre .... 

New Carlisle.............. .

Paspeblae... 
do

do
do .

Shedlae.....
Port Daniel 

do 
do 
do

Anas an Qi
New Pert.....

de .......

do ............. ...........
do ..................

Si*. Adélaïde de Pake*. 
Little Pnben.Jj................

Kind of Trade.

All lises product! ere exported.

Ih ingles, grain and eggs, sent to St.
John, Newfoundland, he...........

Shingles............................................
Shingles, eggs, de..........................

do do .........................
Shingles, grain, herring, pork, eggs,

de.............................. .. .................
do do do ......
do do do .......

Small trade in shinglee and grain,
do ............... -............................ .

Shingles, herring, pork, dc...........
do do ..........

Shinglee, ^erring, do......................
do do ......................

Shingles, stares, herring,
do.......... ..............................

Grain, butter, shingles, de....
do do ..........

Small trade id shingles, butler,
do.................................................
do do do ......
do do do .....

Shingles, pork, grain and herring..
Shinglee, butter, de........................
Pork, shingles, grain, butter, eggs, 

herring, dried cod, do......

perk,

do do do
do do do
do do do

Little dry goods shop...................
Codish, butter, grain, eggs, pork,

Dry goods and groceries (for
cash)..... .......

Groceries (for cash)..,
Dry ^oeds and groceries (for
Oodftsh tntde...........................
Dry goods and groceries— 

do do do
Codlsh trade....................... .

de do ......
do do .......
do de ......

Groceries, dc.
Codlsh end 
Codlsh and 

do 
do
do do

Codlsh
do

'""J...................|™ls,............................
herring trade.......... ....
do/ do .......
do ' de ......

> trade.....
J do

do

do
do
do
do
do

eeeeeewneestsii

Amount

of

butines*.

/



TABLE No. 5.—Number of Merchants in the District of Gtéepé, &c.—Continued.

No. Nemos of Merchants.

51'J. A T. Ramou..............
521 Thomas Tremblay.........
53 Thomas C rbery..„........
54 Chs. Robin A Co...........
56 Baptiste Gauthier..........
56 Octave Biro is..................
67 Thomas Savage A Co. .. 
58 De La Pareil# Brothers.., 
69 Amis Paya.....................
60 Joseph Lagacé...............
61 ! Chs. Robin à Co..........
62'Philip LeBouUllier........
63 Abraham LeBrun..........
64 LeBontillier A Bros......
66 Jean Hamend.......... ..
66 J. A E. Collas...... „J....
67 John Faavel................... .
68 Charles Veit...
C9i William Lindsay ..
70 John LeBontillier..
71 Fruing « Co...........
72 Nicolas Dumaresq..
73 Lowndes A Bros....
74 John Slons.............
75 George Dumaresq..
76 Horatio Dolbel......
77 John McKay......... .
78 Ed. Jones..............
79 Joe. Eden........... •«.
80 Fruing A Co...........
81 Wm. Hyman...........
82.Nicolas Dumaresq... 
83 Ed. Perry..

Residences. Kind of Trade.

Fruing A Co.....................
John LeBontillier............
L. A. Blouin A Co...........
James De Ste. Croix........
J. A. Le Couteu..............
O. Dumaresq................... .
Narcisse Bernier...... ..
M. L’Espérance................
F. Dionne____________

F. X. Îoucm wZ...............
C. et G. À h 1er.................

Little Pabos....................
Grand River....................

do ...............
do ...............
do
do ...............

Anse du Cap....................
do ...................
do ...................

Anse au Beau-Fila..... .
Percé...............................

do ..............................
do ..............................

Bonaveoture Island........
do ............

8t. Peter's Point............
do .......... .

Douglastown...................
do ...................

Gaspé Basin.....................
do ...........
do ........ .
do ............
do ............
do ..... .
do ............
do .............
do .............
do .............

Grand Grève .............. .
do ................
do .............. .

8t. George's Cove............
Anse au Griffon................

do ............
Fox River........................ .

do ........ .
do ........ .
do ........ .

Little Fox River.............
Grand Etang..... .............
Grande Vallée.............

do ......... ..
do ............... .

Mont Louis.......... .......... .

AU tkete product» art exported.

CodÛsh Trade..............
do do |
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do
do do

Dry codfish trade.........
Small codfish trade.....
Dry codfish trade, Ac.,

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

Amount
of

business.

do
Dry goods.....
Codfish trade................... .
Grocer..................... .........
Dry goods and groceries., 

do do
Groceries, Ac..................
Codfish trade .

do
do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

MAGDALEN ISLANDS 1 862.

Félix Palnehand.............. Amherst Harbor..
do
do ..
do 
do

Etang du Nord... 
do ...

House Harbor.....
do 
do

' D. Cronan, agent (Pitts)...
I Allard A Bernard......
1 Alexandre Cormier....
1 J. Cassidy...................

Félix Painehand, agent 
(Ohs. Bourque)..

ID. 1 
1 Fred. Arseneau.

tiodfish, oil, seal shins, Ac.
] do do

do

do .....
. Ac........... ............
and codfish trade..

do do
do do
d. do
do 4e

j
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TABLE No. 5.—Number of merchants in the district of Gaspl, &c.—(Continued.)

\

COAST OF LABRADOR AND NORTH COAST OF THE GULF AND OF THE LOWER PART OF 
THE RIVER ST. LAWRENCE TO BBR8IMIS.

No.

in
10»
108

lit
111
111
111
114lie
ii*m
in
in
lie
inin
in
114ne
in
min

Nmmi of Merchant*.

Do Quet tactile..........
Frying * Co............
LeBoutllller A Bros.,

lit Semnel Robert eon..

Reeldoneee.

Do La Penile A Broe.....
Hudson Bay Company —
Kueêbe Mercier...... -.......
J. flamond..........................
Coetin A Commean.........
Vital Vlrneault................
Hudson Bey Company- .
Clarence Hamilton-.........
Philip Vautler-

Blance Sablons..... -.......
do ...............

Wood Island..................
8t. Augustin....................
Natashquan- ..................

do ...................
Esquimaux Pelât..—.... 

do 
do 
do

Mingaa...... -............ .....
Long Point -.........».......

do
E. Bélanger......................  St. John R........
P. Slrole..
LeBontillier A Bros......
Frank LeBrun-..............
J. A E. Collas............ ..
Philip Teasel............... ..
Capt. Thomas Letiros...
A. LeBrun.....................
J. Holliday.....................
J. Hamilton..........-.......

12» Derid Têtu....................
130 No« Bédard..................
1811 LeBlane A Hardy-..... .
132';Hudson Bay Company- 
133 R. Brcesler.....................

do
Thunder Riser.....
Duck Creek .........
Sheldrake..........

................
do ........

Mois le Riser..... »
do ....
do ....

Pointe dee Meets..
Papinachois..........
Bcrvimls..... ... ......

do

Kind of Trade.

Amount

business.

All tiese produt It are exported.

Cedlah trade.......... ......
do do
do do

Trades with Indians ....
CodSeh trade..............
Fur trade, oil, Ac.........
C.dlsh and oil trade— 

do do
do do
do do

Fur trade, oil, Ac........................
Dry eodleh, precisions, Ac—., 

do do
do do
do do
do do

Precisions, eodleh, Ae-............
Codflsb, prorielons, Ac-.............

do do
do do
do do

Precisions, dry eodleh, salmon,
Codtsh trade.................-.......... .

de do .......
Precisions and trade with Indiana 

de do
Fur trade- 

do do

I



LIST of the CETACEA, FISHES, CRUSTACEA, and MOLLUSCA, which

NOW INHABIT AND HAVE INHABITED THE CANADIAN SHORES OF THE GULF

OF ST. LA WRENCE, and are the object of fishing operations, whe­

ther ON A LARGE OR SMALL SCALE, AND WHICH ARE USED AS BAIT, SC., SC.

Balæna Mtsticetcb.

f

English—Black, Right, Common, True, Greenland, or Whale Bone Whale.

Of the class of Mammalia, of the order of Cetacea, of the family of Baleinidee, of the
species Balmna.

This whale is of an average length of 60 feet, and from 80 to 40 feet in circumference- 
Although not the largest of its tribe, it is, nevertheless, the most valuable, on account of 
the large quantity of oil produced by the thick coating of fat which covers its flesh (some­
times from 14 to 16 inches in thickness), and*owing to its whalebone.

We know that properlv speaking, whales have no teeth, but in their stead they have 
horny and flexible bands of bone attached to the upper jaw (whalebones), which are some­
times, in the Right Whale, 12 feet in length, and thev serve to separate the water through 
which they pass, and enable them to swallow the small animals, fish, Crustacea and mollusca 
of which they make their daily food.

I need not add that the whale, as well as all the cetacea species, breathes the air natu- 
rally by means of holes situated in the upper part of the head, which communicate with 
the longs, and are called “ air hole»." The whale produces its young alive, ono at each 
bearing, and suckles it during a portion of the season.

At the time of the discovery of Canada, ahoals of the Right Whale were numerous in' 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and on the coasts of Labrador and Newfoundland.

The Basques, French, English and American fishermen, each iu their turn, waged a \ 
deadly war against them, and they destroyed so many of them that they became very scarce. I 

The whalers of Nantucket still killed a number of whales in the Straits of Belle-Isle 
about 80 years ago ; now, very few are found in those waters.

Three whales of this species appeared in the waters of the St. Lawrence, between the 
Saguenay and Kamouraaka, in the year 1846 ; later, five were seen, and it was concluded 
that they had produced young ones. The whalers of Gaspé lost no time in giving them 
chase. One or these whales was killed by Captain William Harbour, and as it was a young 
whale, it only produced 1200 gallons of oil. Three others were harpooned by Captain 
Frederick Coffin ; one of these was captured and yielded 4200 gallons of oil : the two 
others had broken the harpoons and escaped, but they were subsequently found, and being 
half destroyed by putrefaction, gave a very small quantity of oil.

It was calculated, that had the blubber been taken off immediately after they were 
harpooned, one of them would have yielded at least 7600 gallons of oil.

Some fishermen have informed me that they have seen several of this species of whales 
this year in the Gulf. Let us hope that the report is true, and that this valuable whale 
will reappear upon our coast.

n
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Bal.kna Uibboba.

English—Hump-back, or Hunch-back-tchale.

The hump-back whale is the species which our whalers generally pursue in the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, because it is easier to kill than the other species ; its movements arc slow, 
and it oomea frequently to the surface cf the water te breathe.1. Its length is from 65 to 
60 feet, and though its body is rounder and smaller in proportion, to t hat of the right whale, 
it is on a larger scale than the bodies of the whales called by our fishermen Sulphur Bot­
tom and Firmer.

The layer of blubber which covers its flesh on the back aad sides is from 6 to 8 inches 
thick, and furnishes from 800 to 2400 gallons of oil, according to its ago or site.

The harpoon is used in killing them. This whale is very common in the Gulf of St.
' Lawrence, from the end of May to the fall of the year. They are frequently to be seen 
1 followed by a young whale from 8 to 12 feet in length.

It appears that during the winter these whales resort to the south-east coast of the 
United States.

Balænoptxra nirsAUS, Bal.kna phvbalus.

English—Fin-Fiih, Firmer, Northern Rorqual or Razor-Backed Whale.

This whale is almoet as long, but more slender than the right whale. It furnishes a 
much smaller quantity of oil than the latter, the layer ot blubber which covers its body 
being generally about 4 inches in thickness.

I nave already stated in one of my reports that this whale ia-wild, and at the same 
I time it possesses the power of moving with such rapidity, that our whalers do not care 
about attacking it; and if they do so, they use the lance first, and whei^ the whale is ex­
hausted by a long run or by the loss of blood from its wounds, they nip the harpoon to 
Obtain possession of it.

Moreover, as it produces comparatively but a small quantity of oil (its blubber being 
generally about 4 inches thick), and as it is difficult to kill, our fishermen do not take the 
trouble of attempting to capture it, and much prefer the hump-back whale.

Balænopteba Rorqual, Balæna Musculus, Rouqualus Museums.

English—Broad-note Rorqual, Sulphur Bottom.

This species of Balceuoptera is, according to the reports of our Gaspé whalers, longer 
than the razor-backed whale, and is particularly remarkable on account of the longitudinal 
folds which are found under its belly and throat.

Its body is black on the back, and white and sulphur colour underneath.
Our fishermen fear them very much, on account of Gtcir quick and precipitate move­

ments, and as in the ease of the razor-back, they use the lan00 first in the attack, and 
Apish with the harpoon.

It has been remarked that these whales spout the water which comes out of their air­
hole* higher than other species of the whale, and the noise produced by the spouting is 
also greater.

It produces but little oil in proportion to its sise: the layer of blubber found on its flesh 
rarely exceeds 4 to 5 inches in thieanees.

The whalebones are only fro» two to three feet and one-half in length.
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Delphinus Grampus, or Delphi hits Orca, or Phouœna Orta.
— r-

English—Grampu*. *'~~x
i.

Of the class Mammalia, of the order Cetacea, of the family Delphinium, of the specie* 
Phocoena.

The Grampus, which is found on the shores of the Gulf and Hiver St. Lawrence a* ] 
high as the Saguenay, is from 20 to 25 feet in length.

It is a greedy fish, and feeds on herring, caplin, &o., &c.
It is black on the back and whitiah finder the belly. It has a dorsal fin which is re­

markable on account of its pointed and crooked shape. Its tail is horizontal, like that of 
the whale.

It is not generally sought for by fishermen, as it yields but little oil.

Delphinus Communis, Delphinus Phocœna, Piiocœna Vulgaris.

English—Black Porpoite.

This cetaceous fish, of the same species as that last described, is very common in our 
waters. We meet with large shoals of them in the Gulf, particularly before, a storm ; at 
such tines these fish rise out of the water, which they beat with their tails ifi the form of 
a fan, and their sports and gambols are very amusing to sailors.

The upper part of their body is black,and the lower part grey. They have a dorsal fin.
The flesh furnishes very good food. Formerly, the inhabitants of the Gulf shore usecty 

it as food, but now it is rarely eaten. A very small quantity of oil is obtained from these 
fish, and for this reason they are not sought for by fishermen.

The brown porpoise (Pourtille), which is so frequently seen on the coast, is merely a) 
smaller variety of the Phoccena vulgarit. The oil which is obtained from this cetaceous! 
fish is held in great repute by the inhabitants of the Gulf shore, as a cure for rheumatic) 
pains.

Delphinaptera Beluga, Delphinus Beluga, Delphinus Leucah. 

English— White Porpoite.

Sr

Mammalia, of the order Cetacea, of the family Delphinian, of the speciesOf the class 
Beluga.

»
This "cetaceous fish, large shoals of which are seen in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, from) 

Matane upwards to Isle aux Coudres, and which is found generally at the mouth of thq 
Saguenay, during winter, furnishes a quantity of oil of superior quality, which is princi­
pally used in Canada for lighting the light-houses. They are caught in the spring at Isle! 
aux Coudres and Rivière Quelle, and in the fall at the mouth of the Saguenay. '

The body of this, fish is of a cylindrical form and of a length of from 9 to 15 feet. Its 
skin is white. The young fish are of a greyish colour. The white porpoise has no dorsal 
fin. An excellent quality of leather is made with its skin. It is very strong leather, is 
much sought for by the trade, and is greatly used.

To Mr. Charles Têtu, of Rivière Quelle, belongs the credit of having discovered the 
art of tanning this leather.

y
» *
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Trichicus Rosmaruh.

English—Morte, Walrus, Sea* Cor.

Of the order Mammalia, of the family Carnivoret Amphibies, end of the species
Trichtidei-

Tkîo «m'nltîKinna nnimol nKinli mbaIwir a lannrik nf 19 f/t 1 ft faal vknflA 1BWG Bra

armed witb two tasks sometimes two reel id leogtn wmcn larnisn very nara ivory, nas a 
body covered with hair of a blackish colour.

Its fore and hind feet are webbed, and serve ts fins in swimming.
The walrus is generally found in herds, cither in the water, on the ice, or on the flat 

coasts.
Its skin is very hard, and when tanned, it forms a strong and thick leather which 

was formerly used in Canada for caleeche springs. From its blubber, a quantity of oil of 
excellent quality is extracted. Formerly this animal was found in the Gulf in herds of 
thousands, and its favourite haunts seemed to be He Miseou and the Magdalen Islands, 
where they found good resting places in the sandy beaches ; but the first inhabitants of 
Canada, and later, the English and Americans, hunted it with such keenness, that it disap­
peared from thoee places about 50 years sgo. We still find buried in the send on our 
beaches, tusks of these animals in a perfect state of preservation.

\
Phoca Cristata, Stemnatopus Cristatus, Phoca Leontna.

English—Hooded Seal.

Of the order of Mammalia, of the family of Carnivores Amphibies of the tribe I'ho- 
cidit, of the species Stemnatope.

The Hooded Seal is from 7 to 9 feet in length and sometimes more. That which 
distinguishes this animal from the rest of its species, is a globular sick which is moveable, 
and with which it can at any time cover it eves and snout.

Its body is very large and loaded with blubber, from which (in a full grown animal) 
30 gallons of oil can be obtained.

It inhabit! the Arctic 8ea and Hudson's Bay, but is fiequently found in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, where it is seen in large numbers towards the close of the fall ; later in the 
season, it is found on floating ice in the Gulf, and the females deposit their young on the 
ice during the month of April.

The young animals have a skin of a white colour, and the adult animals of a brown 
colour.

Each spring, out fishermen kill large numbers of these seals.
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Phoca Groent.endica, Calocepbalus Gboenlendious.
*■* _ • < ’.

English—Greenland Seal, llarp Seal.

Of the Order Mammalia, of the family of Carnivore* Amphibie*, of the tribe PKocide*, 
of the species Calocephalu*.

The Greenland Seal, or Le cœur, as the fisherman of the Magdalen Islands calls this 
species, is from 6 to 6 feet in length. Its skin is grey, its head is black, and it is 
remarkable on account of a black spot which is found on its aide. The young seals hare 
a skin covered with long white wooly hair until they arc three «Aks old.

This animal inhabits the Arctic sess and the coast of QsecnUud as its name indicates ; 
but it is found on the coast of Newfoundland and in the ~ 
flocks during the fall and winter, and it returns to the 
number of vessels are fitted out every year at Newfounc 
Pointe-des-Esquimaur to hunt these seals on the ice 
April. They are also caught in nets on the coast of 
age produces from 10 to 12 gallons of oil.

f of St. Lawrence in immense 
n sea in the spring. A large I 
d, the Magdalen Islands and 

luring the months of March and 
brader. Each seal at full adult

Calooephalus Vitulikus, Phoca VituSIna, Phoca Littorea

English—Common Seal, Harbour-Seal.

Of the order Mammalia, of the fumijy'of Carnivore* Amphibie», of the Phocidet
of the species Calocephalu*.

The Common Seal is fcflfn 3 to 5 feet in length. Its fur is of a yellowish grey colour, 
and covered with irregular blackish spots. It inhabits the northern coast. A great many \ 
are seen on the coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and in the River which it ascends as far / 
as the river Ottawa.

This species is not gregarious like the two previously described. A large number of \ 
them are netted on the coast of Labrador, and many are shot with guns.

From 2. to 4 gallons of oil are obtained from the blubber of a full grown Common 
Seal, and with its skin the Indians make shoe leather.

Gadus Mobhhua, Morrhua Vuluaris.

English—CodJUh.

a

Of the order of Sulbraehial Malacopteryjü, of the family Gadidm, of the genus 
Morrhua.

The Codfish is found in seas where the climate is cold and temperate, where it is] 
fouDd in shoals particularly at the time of its emigration from the deep sea towards the! 
ooast to deposit its ova.‘ Every one has heard of the great banks of Newfoundland and of 
the immense quantity of codfish caught there every year since the dose of the 16th 
centurr. ,

Tbe «Wats of Newfoundland, Labrador, and Qaspd are particularly celebrated for the) 
abundance of codfish which annually frequent them, and no decrease in the number seems ) 
to be felt, although their capture has been carried on by fishermen for a very long time.
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The codfish is oviparous and deposits it* ova in the spring in shallow water and 
generally close to shore The fecundity of the codfish is wonderful, as many as several 
millions cf ova having been counted in the ovaries of one female. It is one of the moat 
voracious fish to bp. found ; it bites at all kinds' of bait, whether fresh or salt, and will even 
take bright metal imitation fish, and pieces of red cloth.

I need not remark that the cod-fishery is the leading occupation of our fishermen, and 
the dried codfish constitute the main branch of export from the District of Gaspé, The bait 
used in Canada for catching the codfish, is caplin, sand-lance, mackoi el, mya, squid, 
herring, &e., &c., Ac. >

Full sixod codfish weigh from 5, 10, 20 to 100 pounds. The nature of the bottoms 
which they inhabit, tinges the fish with their peculiar colours ; thus, those frequenting 
mud bottoms are of a dark brown colour, while those found on a hard or rocky bottom are 
of a reddish colour. The codfish feeds on fish, crustacés, molluscs, soophytesjand in fhet 
on anything it finds. They even eat each other.

I cannot conclude these brief remarks without affirming that the codfish is the moat 
valuable fish taken in Canadian waters.

Gadcs Æulifinus, Mouhva Æar.mms.

English—Haddock.

A species of the eodfieh found in the waters of cold and temperate climates. A large 
number are caught in the fall on the eoast of Gaspé. This fish never reaches the site of 
the codfish proper. Its flesh is white, and when fresh is of excellent flavour, but it is not 
much liked when salted or dried.

Phtcis Amuican

I
English—flats.

This fish of tho genus Phgcù, well known on our const by the name of “ barbae,’’ is 
not as delicate a fish as the two kinds last described/ It differs from the codfish and. 
haddock in respect of its long abdominal fins and slender body. Our fishermen on (he 
South Shore catch a largo quantity of this fish in the months of September and October, 
principally during the night. It is not often prepared for export, but it is very good to 
eat when fresh.

Cluma Hamkous.
N _

English—Hen mg.

Of the order of Abdominal Halacoptrrygii, of the family of Clapcida, of the genus Chrprn.

The ITerring, the immense importance of which cannot be overrated, inhabits tho 
cold seas of Europe and America.

It visits the coast of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, particularly St. George's Bay, on the 
eoast of Newfoundland, die Magdalen Islands and Baie des Chaleurs, in shoals of incal­
culable numbers. They are salted down in large quantities on our coast for shipment to 
foreign countries. They are generally used also as bait for codfish, when the caplin has 
left tot the deep sea.

jsL
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We bare in Canada the epring herrings which are caught at the time they deposit their 
ora. They are then very thin, but keep well when prepared for foreign countries. The 
fall herrings known under the name of Labrador Herrings are very large, und of very 
délicat# flavour.

This fish is from 12 to 16 inches in length, and when alive is of a light pale green 
colour on the back, and a brilliant white on the sides and belly. Its fecundity is prodi­
gious, as many as 8 millions of ova having been counted in the ovaries of a female. The 
herring is, in the maritime countries of the north of Europe, one of the principal articles 
of trade, while it furnishes the inhabitants with one of the first articles of consumption as 
food during certain seasons of the year.

Clvpea Alosa, Alausa.

English—Shad.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygii, of the family of Clupeida, of the genus Aloia.

The Shad is a fish which inhabits the temperate seas of Europe and America ; but 
at the seasons of spawning, it leaves the salt water, and ascends the rivers, sometimes to a 
great distance from their mouth, as we can sec each spring in the River St. Lawrence and 
in a number of its tributaries. Since a number of our river courses have been obstructed 
more or less byjnill-dams, and perhaps also, since the developement of steam navigation 
on our inland waters, this fish has become very scarce.

It is found on the shores of Gaspé but in small quantities ; there are more to be found 
on the coast of Ncw-Brunswiek.

The Shad is an excellent article of food, whether fresh or salted, and a quantity of 
this fish is still consumed in the vicinity of Quebec. It is taken in nets, and sometimes 
with eeios or draw-nets. Its length is from 1 to 2} feet.

< Clupea Saediha.

English—Sardine.
/

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygii, of the family of Cbtpeidot, of the genus Sardine.

The Sardine which is so commonly known when preserved in oil, and whieh is princi­
pally imported from Brittany, is a small migratory fish found in large shoals in the tempe­
rate waters of the Northed European countries and of North America.

Formerly, this fish was principally token on the coast of Sardinia, and henee its name 
Sardine. It is of the Herring species, whieh it much resembles, except in its sise, which 
does not exceed from 4 to 51 inches. Its flesh is very delicate, and is eaten fresh, smoked, 
salted or preserved in oil.

The Sardine is found in the waters of the Gulf, but particularly on the south shore 
of the River St. Lawrence in the spring ; and every body knows what an immense quan­
tity is taken at eaeh tide in the permanent wewi of the perishes in the Lower St. 
Lawrence. The fish are kept in brine.

When thus prepared, they are not appreciated. In Central Canada they are scarcely 
over seen on the table.
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SCOMBKK SOOMBBUS.

English—Mackerel.

Of the order of Acanthojiterygii, of the family of Scombcridar, of the genus Scomber.

This fish is of s lengthy form, and one of the best swimmers we lisve in our waters. 
Its colours are of great brilliancy, blue, green, black on the back, and metallic white on the 
belly. Its length is from 10 to 14 inches ; the [scales with which its body is covered are 
almost imperceptible.

It is, like the herring, emigratory fish. It reaches our shores, particularly those of the 
Magdalen Islands in the spring : later in the season, it is found in several parts of the 
gulf, and notably on the coast of Gupé and on the north and south shores of the river 
St. Lawreneç.

In the gulf of St. Lawrence, this fish is principally sought for by American fishing 
vessels : and from 1,500 to 2,000 schooners from Massachusetts and the mainland are 
engaged in its capture. For some years past this trade has assumed enormous proportions.

The inhabitants of the Gaspé shore devote their attention to the capture of tnis fish, 
with boats near the coast, and they prepare them for export. They also use a large quan­
tity of them for bait, when other kinds of bait are scarce.

I need not add, that the flavour of this fish is delicious, whether fresh or salted, and 
that it furnishes a healthy and nourishing diet

It is unfortunate that up to the present time, our Canadian fishermen have not thought 
of engaging in the pursuit of fishing mackerel on a large scale in the same manner as the 
Americans. It seems to me that good profits would accrue if they were to do so.

During the lut few years however, the mackerel fishery has not been u abundant as 
in the put.

Hipfoolouus Vui/Umis

English—Halibut, Halibut.

Of the order of Malacopterygü, of the family of

V
\ - ' ■

of the genes Flétan.

The Halibut is found on almost all fishing grounds in the Gulf of St Lawrence 
ly on hard bottoms ; oa the south shore of the River St Lawrence, it is very 
during the summer months, and our cod-fishermen have frequently the good 

lu*k of catching some very fine fish. It resembles the flounder, but is more slender in 
.and is of course much larger, u it frequently attains a weight of 200 lbs. and even 800 

lbs. Its flash is good, but diy and indigestible. The head and sidu of the fish usually called 
“ ralingue»," are favourite articles of food,-and on the oout of Gaspé, they are salted down 
for consumption in Canada, principally in the lower parishes. The aw bait is used for
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• Platissa.

flounder—The moat common variety found in our water» being the Fleuronectet fletue.
English—Flounder.

» Of the order of Subbrachial Malacopterygil, of the family of Pleuronectidm, of the genus
Flétan. ' -

This fish is flat and of rhomboids] form surrounded with prickly fins. Its eyes are 
both on the same side of the head, the right side. It is a baa swimmer, and generally 
remains on the bottom, hidden in the mud, where it is difficult to discover it. Large 
cumbers of these fish are found on our ooast and even in the River St Lawrence. It is 
rarely eaten although its flesh is white and wholesome. In la Baisses-Chaleurs, and 
particularly on the shores of Maria, large quantities are caught every spring in draw-nets, 
and are spread over the soil upon which they become a powerful manure.

/

&AIA.

English—Ray or Skate.

Of the order of Chondropterygii, of the family of Stlachii, Ptagiotlomi, of the tribe of
Rata. e

There are several varieties of this cartilaginous fish in the Gulf and en our coast, the 
most common of which are probably the Rana clavata, the Thamkaek and the Rota bâti» 
Skate. The species Raia miraletu» the Homelyn Ray is also found.

The body of this singular and répulsive fish is iu the form of a disk with a tail which 
varies in length, generally armed with strong sharp fins. The pectoral fine are very wide.

The mouth is wide, and placed across the head horisontally. This fish it very vora­
cious, and frequently reaches the enormous weight of 200 pounds.

The ova « this fish are wndoaed in kinds of fibrous bags, the corners of which arc 
bordered with appendices which are rolled like cords.

When dried they resemble horn. I foundgeeveral on the shores at He Bryon.
The Skate is well liked in Europe, and is consumed in large quantities in the mari­

time countries ; on the contrary in Canada, it is not eaten. Moreover, this fish is not 
found in such abundance in our waters as the other kinds of whieh I have spoken 
above.

Coitus Soobpias.

English—Sea Bull-Head or Scorpion.

Of the order of Aeanthopterygii, of the frinily of Mailed Cheek», of the genus Cotisa.

This fish, hideous on account of its enormous mouth and its 
oaa swell up at will, with long fins whiejh rea«nble wings 
ooast at all seasons of the year.

and its prickly heed whit 
i il % «hnudiuee o»

whieh it
our

V
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It is also found on bottoms where fishing is good, in suoh numbers that the codfish are 

chased away and the baits eaten. Tne bull-head is frequently caught in our waters both 
with lines and nets, but it is not eaten as in Europe.

Its flesh however is said to bo as delicate as that of the codfish. On the coast of 
Qaepé it is used as manure. There are several varieties of this fish.

Anguilla, Mubœna Anguilla,

English—Eel.

Of the order of Apodal Malacoplcrygiant, of the family of “ Anguilli/ormet,” of the genus
Anguilla.

This fish is one of thorn best known in Canada; as it is found in the sea, rivers, lakes 
and ponds. Its mode of reproduction which has only been discovered during the last 
few years, (as it was long thought that the eel was viviparous,) is peculiar in this respect, 
that the eel which inhabits the rivers goes to the sea to spawn and deposits its eggs in the 
mud. When the young eels are hatebed they ascend to the fresh water. Those which 
inhabit lakes or ponds spawn in fresh water. These fish pass the cold months of winter 
buried in the mud, and generally rolled one over the other in large masses, and in a state 
of torpor without food. The eel is eaught in several ways, with the line, and with nets. 
At the Magdalen Islands and on the eoastAf Gaspé, a species of spear is used, called by 
the Indians “ nigogt,” grhich arg used at night with torches of light wood which permit 
the fishermen to see to the bottom of the water. The eels move about from their muddy 
resorts where they lie hidden, at night rather than in the day. They seek for food which 
consists principally of worms, crustacés, and all kinds of animal matter.

The flesh of the eel (particularly the sea-eel) is vi rholeeome, although
rather indigestible for weak stomachs.

I need not add that in the Hirer St Lawrence and our rivers which are
its tributaries, eel-fishing is carried on extensively at>d saleable througWut
the country, either salted or smoked.

ÀMM0DTTS3 LaHOIA.

English—Sand-Lance.

The name Sand Eel belongs rather to another variety, Ammodgte* Fabianut.

Of the order of Apodal lialacopterggii, of the tribe of Sand Eel, of the genus Ammodgtee.

This small fish which in some respects resembles the eel, is in the habit of burying
itself in the mud in the same manner.

Its long and cylindrical-shaped body is of a silver grey colour, and its head is sharp
and pointed; It is from 4 to
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It visits the north shore of the gulf of St. Lswrence each summer in immense numbers, 
•t the period of spuwning to deposit its ova in the beach sands. It is easily esught with 
small nets or “ ipuiiettet."

It is a good substitute for the caplan,as bait fof the codfish, which arc very fond of it. 
It is also very good food when fried.

Salmo, Sala*.

English—First year, Pink ; second year, Smolt ; second fall, Ptal or Grilu ; full 
* sise and age, Common Salmon.

Of the order of Abdominal Malncopterygii, of the family of Salmonidce, oi the genus Salmo.

The Salmon, a fish so justly called the “king of/rah voter fiek," is so well known in 
every country, that I shall merely say a few words respecting it

It may be sufficient to add that the salmon ascends our riven in the months of June 
and July to deposit their ova on gravelly beds over which clear limpid water flows. This 
they do in the months of September and October. About the month of March, the develo- 
pement of the ova takes place, and the young salmon pass the first year of their eiistence 
in the waters ht which they wore hatched. They go down to the sea in the ensuing spring. 
During the short time which they pass in the sea, their growth is very rapid. The salmon 
is very prolific, although not so much so ss the sea-fish, particularly the codfish and the

V.

Salmo Fontinalis, Salmo Fabio.

English—Brook Trout, River Trout, Common Trout.

Of the Order of Abdominal Malacopierygii, of the family of Salmonidce, of the genus

The Common Trout is one of our most delicious fish.
It is found in greater or lees quantities in all our rivers which flow into the sea. It is 

said that this fish aaeends the St. Lawrence as far as Lake Ontario. It ascends the water 
oourase to a considerable distance from the sea to deposit its ova ; ib habits resemble those 
of the salmon. Ib weight varies ; in acme rivets they ere caught weighing from a half to 
three pounds, in others they reach a weight of from 10 to 12 pounds.
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Salmo Thbitta, Salmo Albus, Tbuitta Salmonita.

English—,S#« Trout, White Trout.

This beautiful varieties of the genua Salmo, ie found in great quantities at the mouths 
of the greater number of our rivers which flow into the Lower St Lawrence and the 
(Juif.

It is remarkable for the brilliant colour of ita scales and the rose colour of its flesh. 
Its weight varies from 1 to 6 pounds, but larger fish are sometimes taken.

It likes to frequent the brackish water of estuaries during the first months of the 
season, and it does not appear to ascend the river above the reach of the tide.

Salmo Courrais.

English—Lake Trout.

There is scarcely a lake, no matter how small near the shores of the Gulf and in the 
interior of the cous try, in whioh this variety of trout is not found.

Its weight varies generally aeewiiag to the extent of the waters in which it lives. 
Its seal* do not poses* the brilliancy of the common trout, and its flesh is not as 

delicate. These fish are always taken with fly or bait.
They are always voracious, and at all tlm* ready to swallow any bait offered them.

Osmxbus Vimdisouhs.—Osmsbus Emblahus.

English—Smelt.

Of the order of Abdominal Malaeopterygii, of the family of Sahuonidae, of the tribe of 
Salmo, of the genus EptrUanu.

The Smelt, this pretty little fish so well known at Quebec and in its neighbourhood, 
is a favourite fleh on our tablw on account of its rich and delicious Iwh. Its body is long, 
from 6 to 8 inch* in length, sad is covered with small bright seal*. It is taken on the 
shorw of the Gulf sad River St. Lawrence as for up * Quebec, and eemetim* beyond it, 
end it inhabits fresh smd salt water alts—naively. Is the District of GaSpfi it is much 
used (when the Capita and Herring foil) — halt for Codfish ; it is also seed * manure. 
It is found in great abundance in the -ring end foil at the outlets of rivers which foil 
into Baie-dss-OnalsuiB and the Gnlf of St. Unneoee. The European variety of this fish 
which is larger than ours, is called Omtrut Bprlamu.
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Mallotus Villotus, Mallotus Gboinlàkdious, Clupêa Villosa.

English—Captlan, Caplan, Caplin.

Of the order of Abdominal Malacopterygii, of the family of Salmonidoe, of the tribe of
Salmo, of the genus Loddet.

The Caplin is a pretty fish, with a long body covered with silvery scales ; the length 
of the flab being from 6 to 8 inches. It only inhabits the cold seas of the north. It 
remains on the banks, and only approaches the shores to spawn, generally pursued by 
whales, porpoises, codfish, and a host of other fish which prey upon it. The caplin reaches, 
our shores in the month of June, followed oloeely by the codfish, and remains tnere during 
one or two months, and sometimes during the greater part of the season. Our fishermen 
take a large quantity of them with draw-nets made with small apertures, generally called s, 
caplm-temt, and they use them as bait for cod-lines. It is without doubt tbe best article 
or bait known on our coast, and according to its abundance or scarcity is the ood-fiahery 
more or less productive. At La Baie dee Chaleurs, caplin is used as manure.

This fish has a rich flesh which is good to eat, either fresh or dried.
We must not confound the Mallote-cipelan or Captlan with the Caplin or Ofieitr, 

a small species of the cod, call led Gadru Minutât, which is found in greater abundance in 
the northern sees, and which is also used as bait for codfish.

CRUSTACEA.

Cancan Psaunas, Plattcaacinus Paousus.

English—Crab.

Of the class of Onalocea, of the order of Dteapoda, of the family of Cpelomelopet, of the 
genua of Platycarcini.

We And an enormous quantity of crabs of different kinds on our sea coast ; the most 
common of which is that called by the fishermen “ Tourteau" (French). It is caught 
from the rocks, in places where the water is not very deep. The flesh of the Crab is 
favourite food in England ; in Canada, it is seldom eaten.

Homabus Vuloabis, Canceb Gammabus, Astacus Mabinus.

English—LoUter.

Of the okas of Oruttaeea, of the order of Dteapoda, of the family of Aitaci, of the genua
Hemanu.
The Lobster is found in great numbers on all the Gulf Shores and in the Lower 8k 

Lawrence over an extent of more than 900 miles.
This shell-fish is generally found among rooks near shore, and in shallow water. It 

is caught in such places at low water, by hooking it with large hooks fastened to long

During the spawning time, in June end July, the Lobster apjpeeehee
It is known that the Lobster changes shell every year, 

flesh of the Lobster is excellent but difficult of digestion. The 
large supply of Lobsters to Quebec: they ere brought up in Chaleurs and Qnspfl. If the means e/ ^
hat city end the north shore of the <

not add, that the 
shore Amishes a. 

from Bajodes-
Gulf of St Lawrence, the supply of'Xk valuable 

would be much more abundant in our markets.
18 ---------
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Calmas, Lolioo.

English—Squill.

Vf the ele* ofMoUutca, of the order of Cephalopoda Cryplotlibranchi, of the fusily of
Acetabuliferei Decapoda.

This Molhuk, which his no shell, called in Freaeh Encornet, on account of its form 
which resembles sn ancient cornet, and Squid, on amount of a dark liquid matter which 
it emits when pursued, by means of a particular apparatus which it possesses, and sometimes 
also when the fishermen wish to take it ; is from 4 to 8 inohes long.

Its body is cylindrical, in the form of a bag, and terminated at the extremity by fins 
in the shape of wines. Its head is provided with 10 arms (hence the name of Dtapoda) 
from 6 to • inches long ; these are armed with small eups, two of which are tentacular, and 
two sessile. The colour of its body is brown, spotted with white. These molluaks are 
almnet gelatinous, and have, instead of a back bone, a thin blade, transparent and horny, 
which extends from head to tail.

It is said that they are very greedy, and they feed on small fry and other moll oaks. 
During summer and fall, they are seen on the coast of Gaspd in immense shoals. Although 
good to eat, our fishermen only take them for baiting their cod-lines by mease of a small 
fl-hing instrument which they call turlutle. It is a cylinder of polished white metal, cove­
red with a coating of vermillion, the upper end being attached to the line and the lower 
end covered with small hooka

By moving this Kne up and down in the water during the night (as the squid only 
comes towards shore and only bites at night) they are drawn by the bright colour of the 
motel, and they are of course caught by tne hooks fastened to the turUtte. These mol- 
lucks swim bee*wards very rapidly. They approach the shore to spews, and then retire 
to the deep ses.

These serious animals are very common on our North American shores, and in Europe.

OemiA.

English—Oyster.

Of the clam of MoUutca Acephala LamtUCbranckaa, of the order of Ottracta, of the
genus Octree.

There ie certainly no moll ask better known in Canada than the Oyster, which is brought 
tous from the provinsse of New Brunswick, Priuee-BlWard Island, and sometimes Nova- 
Stott*.

There were none is Canada until I planted an artificial bed in the Benin of GsspA, 
three years age ; from the result of the examination I have made of it during the past two 
years, I am certain that it is in a &ir way of succeeding.
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Psora* Maoillakicm.

English—ScaUop.

Of the class of Mollvtca Acephala, of the order of Ottracea, of the genus Pecten.
This variety of the genus " Pecten " is as often found on the shores of the Gulf, on 

the north or the south eonsts. It appears to prefer a rooky bottom to any other. The 
shell sometimes reaches a width of 7 inches ; it is of a semi-circular form and thin, 
enclosing an animal the flesh of which is exeel lent food, and in taste resembles the oyster. 
It is found on the beaches after heavy sea winds. It is also caught with the “ dredger.”

PeOTXlt ISLAMDICUS.

English—Iceland Scollop.

This variety of the genus “ Pecten " also inhabits onr coasts. The shell is smaller 
than that of the “ Pecten McgManictu ” and may be distinguished from other varieties 
by the streaks on the exterior surface of its shell, which make it look like a comb. The 
width of the shell is from 8 to 4 inches. '

> Mttilu* Ædulis.

English—Mtutel.
Molltuca Acephala of the class of LmrnolKbnmchma, of the order of Mytelaeea, of the 

genus Mytilut.
The Mussel has a triangular shell, of convex shape, blackish on the outside, and of a 

bluish white colour on the inside. It is found in quantities on the rocks, on the Gulf 
coast, which arc covered with water at high tide. It Axes itself on the rocks by means of 
its “toms.” They multiply in a prodigious manner. It is rarely eaten in Canada 
although its flesh is excellent, hut In Europe it is consumed in large quantities.

Mta Am*Asia.

English—Mya.

Molltuca Acephala, of the class of LamelUbranchsea, of the order of Incltua, of the genus

The Mym Areonacm are found in abandonee on all the sandy coasts of the Gulf and 
Lower 8t Lawrence, those places particularly which are covered in part by the waters of 
the sea. They live there, buried in the sand. The shell of this molluek is white, bivalve 
and almost equivalve. Our fishermen use a greet quantity of them for baiting their eod- 
linee when caplin and other fish, which are generally used as bdt, are eoaree.

The Mya is good to eat
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