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The Secretary of State for Ex'bernal Afﬁairs, the Hon, Mitchell Sharp,
nmade the "ollouing sta.t,exnent today°

I have received a number of enquiries in recent days about
the role Canada is being asked to undertake in Viet-Nan and about ths
- Governzent's positien on the matter. I would, therefore, like to.
sunmarize the position in bothvoflehese respects.

. First of all, I want to emphasize that in the fole being
contemplateé for a new international commiseion'in Viet-Nam! there is no
question of maintaieieg peace through the use of arms. ;f it is decided
to provide Canadian niliteey personnel for the comgiseion they would not
be a military formation but would be specially selected individuels who
have the required expertise to observe and fepore on the implementation
of the cease-fire agreement. They would be part of mixed observef groups
drawn from each of the four participating countries. At the present time
it is not clear how many would be involved. |

The second point I wish to emphasize is that the G?vefnment has
tuken no decision on whether to join and cennot do so until the cease-fire
negotiations have been completed and full'information on the proposed arrange-
nents is available. » .

bver the past four years the Government has indicated on many

occasions in public statements of polic? and in diplomatic exchanges its
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busic position that it would consider constructively any request for Canadian

participation in truce supervisory arrangements when, in its opinion, based
01 the lessons of the past and the circumstunces of the request, an operation

held'the promise.of succesa.and Canada could pley’a useful role.
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the details of the agreement he had worked out in Paris with the North

need until the international conference, provided for in the proposed cesse-
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On October 25, 1972, I was inforsed by U.S. Secretary of State Eagcrt
that Canada had been nentioned in connection with the arrangements being discussed
between the USA ‘and North Viet-Ham. On October 26, following Radio Hanol's
revelation of the exiétenco of a nine-point draft pesce agreement between the
United States and North Viet—Nan, the Government was informed, througb its
Anbassador in Uashington, that both sides had agreed on an international co::ission

coaposed of Canada, Hungary, Indonesia and Poland to supervise the

cease-fire. The same day Dr. Kissinger outlined in a press conference

Viatnamese. later that dey the Prime Minister said that Canada would
cerefully consider any jnvitation in the 1light of the conditions which had
been set forth clearly on many previous occasions.

Shortly thereafter it seemed an asgreement for a cease-fire in

Viet-Nam night be concluded very quickly and there would be a need for P

some form of international presence jmmediately on the ground when a cease-
fire went into effect. In those circumstences, the Government announced,

on November 2, that it would be prepared to place at the disposal of the
proposed new international commission the services of the Canndian Delegation
to the existing International Commission for Supervision and Control in

Viet-Nam for an initial period. It wus our hope that this would meet the

fire agreement, enabled Canada, as well as the parties concerned, to determine
vhat, if any, future role Canada could play.

Wwhat hacs been put to us and what we have been exzming since, is
a p;oposed srrangement to be epbodied in a protocol signed by the Parties %o
the agreement which would Secome operative in advance of the conference and
continue on after it. We have accordingly sought clarification from the
governments involved regarding the structure of the proposed ne&.obserter

cormicsion, the role 1t uould be expected to play in Viet-Nan, its siie and

jts terms of reference. Our representutive in Hanoi was instructed to explore
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these questions qith the North Vietnamese authorities and our Ambassador
in Héshington has been in close t;uch with the United States authorities{
On November 20 I discussed these ratters with Secretary of State Rogers
in New York who explained that many of the questions‘on which I sought
clarification could not be answered since the negotiations were still in
progress. I am satisfied that the United States fully understands.our
position. _ _

The cease-fire negotiations have not been concluded and.there-
fore it still is not possible to know what terms of reference, operating
conditions, size, réspons}bilities, financing and fucilities, the new
comnission would have. These.negotiations,uhich all the world hopes will
result in a. lasting peace in Viet-Nem, are being resumed in Paris &nd,
depending on their progress, it m§y'be possible to get a better understunding
of what Canada is being asked to do.

when omore details become known the Government will give the
matter the most careful and understending consideration to determine what
further role Canada could usefully play. lhe Government has mude clear
both publicly and privately that it will wish to have assurances that the
cormmission will be effective; that all four parties concerned will be bound
by the agreement; that all four will invite Canada to participate; that there
will be a continuing political authority to receive reports from the cﬁmmis-
sion members; that the commission will have the necessary freedom of movement;
and that there will be arrangements for & member's withdraewal from the

cormission.
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Only when all the considerations’ irivolved in reaching a

decision of this nature have been assessed in the light of the Govern-

ment's policy and its long and varied experience in truce observing
rolea uill the Government be able to decide.
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