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The first game of ice hockey was
played in Canada shortly before the
turn of the century. Since that his-
toric game, the popularity of the
sport has grown steadily. Today,
more than 260,000 Canadians play
hockey in organized leagues, where
aduits and children as young as six
years of age find skilled coaching
and weII-matched competition.

The aame is DIaved bv two teams

Besides providing
dians with recreation
hockey is Canada's m
spectator sport. Thou.
pie attend games ever
and towns, and millio
watch professional ho
sion.
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A second major professional
hockey league - the World Hockey
Association - was formed in 1971.
Eleven teams took part in the 80-
game schedule for the season. To-
day the WHA comprises the follow-
ing teams: Canada - Quebec City
Nordiques, Winnipeg Jets and Ed-
monton Oi/ers; United States - New
England Wha/ers (Hartford, Connect-
icut), Indianapolis Racers, Birming-
ham Bu//s and Cincinnati Stingers.

The WHA trophy, the Avco Cup,
was won by the Winnipeg Jets in the
1977-1978 season.

Professional hockey is also played
in three other North American
leagues - the American Hockey
Leaaue. the Western Hockey League

Toronto's Maple Leaf Gardens, the
Allan Cup finals often set attendance
marks of nearly 50,000 for the entire
playoff series.

Equal in prestige to the Allan Cup
is the Memorial Cup, which is award-
ed to the best Canadian junior hockey
team. This trophy was donated in
1919 as a memorial to the many Ca-
nadian hockey players who had
served in the First World War. Me-
morial Cup competition is for junior
teams with players 19 and 20 years
of age, a group that includes practi-
cally all the professional "stars of to-
morrow". The national playoffs at-
tract large numbers of spectators,
the record being a total of over
100,000 for a seven-game series.

The Canadian Amateur Hockey
Association, which stimulates inter-
est and encourages ability in hockey
throughout Canada, does not pro-
vide for national competition below
the junior level. CAHA branches stage
provincial championships for juve-
ni/es (16 and 17), midgets (14 and
15), and bantams (12 and 13). Inter-
mediate divisions for adults, and jun-
ior classes below Memorial Cup cali-
bre, have their own championships.

One reason for an upsurge of in-
terest in hockey is the annual "Mi-



public figures, including the Prime
Minister, have contributed ta the
success of this national institution.

Hockey Cana da
As a resuit of the report in 1969 of

the Task Force on Sport for Cana-
dians, an organization called Hockey
Canada was established. On its board
of directors are representatives of aIl
hockey interests in Canada, includ-
ing the National Hockey League, the
World Hockey Association, the Cana-
dian Amateur Hockey Association
and the Canadian Intercollegiate

representativi
ernment and

provided the Canadian representa-
tive. Club teams (as distinct from na-
tional "ail-star" teams) have won 19
world championships and six Olym-
pic hockey titles. In addition, since
1945 Canada has sent many amateur
teams on exhibition tours through
such cou ntries as Japan, Sweden,
Finlanci, Norway, the U.S.S.R.,
Czechoslovakia, Austria, ltaly, Switz-
erland, and East and West Germany.

hockey in other cour
proved so much thal
feels justified in moN
star classification, ra
ing a strengthened c
world como)etition. 1



Canada Cup tournamnent in 1976,
Canada announced its intention of
returning to international hockey un-
der conditions that would allow pro-
fessional players to take part, not
only in Team Canada, but in the
teams of ail other nations that had
players in the North American pro-
fessional leagues. Team Canada 77,
composed of players selected from
NHL and WHA teams that had been
eliminated from playoff competition*,
travelled to Vienna to take part in the
World Hockey Championships in
April of 1977. After an absence of
seven years, Canada had forma ily re-
turned to international competition.

thereby regaining some of the pres-
tige Iost during the Canadian hait of
the series.

In 1974, the newly-formed World
Hockey Association, with a group of
players far better prepared physi-
cally and psychologically than the
1972 Team Canada, took up the chal-
lenge of the Soviet Union to play a
second series of eight games. This
time the Soviet team defeated the
Canadian "selects" fairiy easily.

Canada Cup - the best against the
best

In September 1976, for the first
time, Canada selected a national team
from its best availabie players to
compete against the U.S.S.R., Czech-
oslovakia, Sweden, Finland and the
United States. Hockey fans every-
where will long remem ber the excel-
lent play and spirited competition of
the Canada Cup, and Canadiens look
forward to a regular renewal of the
series among the worid's greatest
national teams to take place aiong-
side the yeariy Worid Hockey Cham-
pionships.



team tournament. Canada, again
using a similar selection system,
won the bronze medal at the 1978
World Championship in Prague.

Internationalru/es and style of play
International hockey, under the

ru les of the International Ice Hockey
Federation, is Iargely the sa me game
as Canadian hockey; indeed, the IIHF
rules were originally adopted, with a
few exceptions, from the Canadian
game. One of the more noticeable
exceptions is the prohibition of the
aggressive style of body contact al-
lowed in the Canadien game.

There is also a difference be-
tween the size of the ice surface used
in international competition and that
used in Canadian hockey. Though
rink surfaces are generally about the
same Iength (60 metres>, the Cana-
dian surfaces are only about 26 me-
tres wide, comD)ared to 30 metrps fnr
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