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T Canaian SPORTSIAN AND NATURALIT,

\No. 4 MONTREAL, APRIL 15th, 1881. Vou.. 1.
TUSSmmmicoe e T e smeiicin s s ninoimmoooes s - -
OUR SUCCESS. Arrived on July 16th, and was hospitably
wa‘:he" this journal was issned in January, it received by Peter Mackenzie, Lsq., in charge
w

ith g sanguine anticipation that it would
:no\:e" received by our Canadian’ people,
"tlldeﬁtwhom are m:u:yA true s])u'rtsmcn and
xen d.S. of Natnral b(‘,lvl‘ll(',(“. We l.nlznc not
Seay, lat}p}m.y,t(;¢l; the list of subseribers has
Y Increased, and we have now several ot
:.T:OR.t intelligen.t men i.n the Df)minion snp-
&1t. The periodical is therefore asuceess.

¢ bave g ¢lear path before us, and our pro-

m; .
ses wil) be fultilled.

THE MINGAN RIVER.
i '2an is an old Hudson Bay trading post,
n;;é:ne days tl.le most important and re-
ny Ive belung.mg to the Hudson Bay Com-
hOum;s A short (]lstﬂllﬂ'e east from the store
one ma,.the good old river enters saltwater;
Y say almost opposite the west point of

“and of Auticosti.

the i, Correctly speaking,

T has Lut fwo pools; yet, when there

o,
thy 800d ryy, of tish, with proper managenient,
rod

8 may be emploved with comfort.
here is y pioy ¢

Toung; 10 house near the pools; the sur-
[ av, H
o ngs have, therefore, wild charms to a

]
i "8er, and these ar
l&(m.i o

reh‘eat
Ja.x‘riso

ire principally trom its
a5sociations as a camping-ground and
ot British military officers from the
N of Quebec.

e fa)) Between the coast and
s, the river

Tbutary ta};us the form of a crescent.

“ Hnimu',, 011t<rrs it on the lgit, called the
Vbl h‘m’“‘g a pool and fall of ten feet.

e 8, sa n-mn pass through this branch

« ahitoﬂ[\:?wnmg-l»ods. At the base of the
W falls, we canght sea and brook

“‘JW, :r‘? i “’M‘,her(" that we obtained the
Sy “7[0 llmt.bahnu fanti?u.zlis visited the
1864 ten Mingan was visited by us in

N Lo .

S > the river was leased by Sir Greville
yth of |

0 > U1 I

ur ‘mgland.  The following oceurs in
Hote-book ;—

of the post. The river, although narrow, is
pretty ax ouc follows it inland. Tt has abun-
dance of sand-hanks at its mouth; a grand
estuary where the best of sea trout tishing can
be had at this season. A tributary called the
< Maniton 7 enters it about balt-way from its
entrance to the sen, and the fishing-pools are
of eaxy aceess, ’

The gentlemen then tixhing it, were almost
daily tormented by Tndians representing that
tlu;)'r had nothing to eat, Gunso(lncnl]y they
were supplied with as much food as Sie G,
Smyth and his party eoukl sparc.  But the
supply of salinon given to them by the anglers
wax not considered sufficient to satisfy the
Indians in camp at Mingan.  Oneof the crafty
aborigenes circulated a report among the tribe
that he had seen a white man gatl a salmon in
the whirlpool at the hase of the falls. The
report took well among the hungry Indians,

Pand they at-once determined to tollow the

white man’s example.  They notified the fish-
ery guardian of their intention, and, on the
following Sunday, a number of Tndians entered
their canves to proceed to the talls where they
speared several fish before the guardian could
prevent them. The whirlpool of the Mingan

is an extraordinary pot or round hole at the

base of the fall, where a great force of water is
kept in a continual circular motion:  In this
pot or whirlpool, in July, innumerable =almon ‘
circle, each awaiting its chance to leap to the
first lodge. - Here then, with spear in hand,
did the Indians take their sweet revenge, pro-
curing all the fishthey required.  The Mingan
Indians should not then go to the pool for
salmon, they wereallowed by the Government
the privilege to net trout near the mouth of the
river. However, this grant appears to have
Leen disregarded by them. They had troug
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nets, but were too lazy to use them; they al-
ways prefer the spear.

The Labrador Indians state that the country
in which they reside belongs to God and them-
sclves. They are, therefore, suspicious of
strangers occupying the rivers. These people
come down invariably to the south coast in
saummer to trade off their furs, and attend the
mission. They return to theirhunting grounds
in Angust and Scptember.

MIGRATION OF SHAD.

In the March number, we gave a query, ask-
ing for information as to the distance Shad has
been seen in inland waters, We are told that
this fish has been taken in Lake Ontario, near
Hamilton. Some of our readers may have been
puzzled regarding the guestion, but our object
was (o show that if 8had migrated annnally
from the salt water to Take Outario, therefore
there cannot be any obstacle in the way of
Salmon bred in Ontario from reaching the
£,

THE GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM.

In 1877, the Hon. Mr. Mills, then Minister
of the Interior, introduced a Bill in the
Commons of Canada, “To make better pro-
vision respecting the Geological Survey of
Canada, and for the maintenance of the
museum in connection therewith.” The Act
was carried by the late administration. The
removal of the Geological Survey from Mont-
real to Ottawa was then decided by sec. 6, as
follows :—* The Governor in Council may,
whenever he thinks fit, direct the removal of
the Geological Museum, and the officers and
others connected with the Geological Survey
Branch of the Department of the Interior, to
the City ot Ottawa.” This is now being car-
ried out by the present Government. Referring
to sections 2 and 3 of the Bill it will be seen
that a new feature appears-—viz: Zoology—in
fact the Hon. David Mills specially framed it
(Dominion Statutes, 1877, chap. 9, p. 49) to

m—— o e

include all branches of Natural History, if,
order to form a musecum of a National chara¢’
ter, useful for reference to all interested, and“
likely to prove beneticial to the general publi®s
of the Dominion. It will therefore be seen that
the intention of the Government in removing;
the Geological collections permanently 0
Ottawa, is to establish near the seat of Govern
ment, & musewmn similar to that of the Smith?
sonian Institution, Patent Oflice and Depart
ment of the Interior at Washington, in the
United States. This is doubtless a correet viewg
of the matter. It My, Mills® Bill is legally and
thoroughly carried out, Montreal will certainly;
lose the benefit of the Survey collection, bt
in future, as a National Museum, the Dominiow
as & whole, will be fully compensated. 1}
would be well, however, for the Government t€
consider the propriety of presenting duplicates
of minerals and fossils from the Surveys Col
lection to the new musenm of MeGill Univer
aity, where the citizens of Montreal and inter’
ested visitors could have an opportunity

examining them, '

—

QUERIES.

Among the wild ducks ocenrring in the D
minion are three species belonging to the gent®
BuckrHALUS, viz : Barrow’s Duck, or the I¢€
land Golden-eye, (B. Icelandica, Bairdy ; TH
common Golden-eye, (B. Americana, Bairdt
[The second species has its white cheek-spo¥
almost circular, while the cheek-spots on Iet
landica are pyriform,] and the Butter-ball &
Butile-head ( B. albeola, Baird). Barrow®
Golden-eye nest in trecs, entering a hole 1ikf
the wood duck. A nest of the Iceland or B8
row’s duck was found in a tree at Migsisqu®
Bay, in theProvince of Quebec; it coutain
nine egga. Can any of our readers give
information regarding the nidification ot the
common Golden-eye and the Butter-ball 2 V']
notice that the Michigan Sportsman’s Assoo”
tion have lately placed the above ducks und?]
the old genus Furicura,
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2%

In o published list of birds found on the
Sland of Newfoundland, by Henry Reeks,
t];:%, oceur two Western ducks, vi.z —
and g adwall ((haulelasmus sh"eperus Lm.n),

he baldpate ( Mareca Americana Gmelin).
"Ii‘f:ﬂller is stated to be a common summer
“0: V.mt. To our ?{uow]edgo "dl(‘ former has
andy:}t been shot in the Province of Quebec,
1e latter is extremely rare. We would
e %hankfnl for further information regarding

'®Ir Oeenrrence jn Newfoundland.

the I‘z“" "‘l&ny species of Black Bass occur in
fovince of Quebec? Agassiz described a
a Ak Bass from Lake Superior which attains

ATge size, averaging from fifteen to thirty
E;::ods'.’ We t]ninl\: he named .t‘his species
in ?flpus, and it was at one time commeon

shbridge’s Bay Marsh, near Toronto.

WOODCOCK GROUNDS.
COPrezt].f'“v{? alwnys found it'ditﬁcult to procure
e Information regarding the hest wood-
noweovers in this ??ovmce‘. Sportsmen who
hug of good Ifncalmes wlncl_u they visit an-
Ollbz’ keep quiet on the subject. There are,
“’ithineﬁ’ many excellent woodcock grounds
i"tﬁ‘nti aday’s trip from M‘untreal, and it‘ is our

Versollf\v}l.en tl'xey are discovered, to give the
ey m; t?nl’s kind .ot sport, the benetit, that
o in(y visit them in proper season. We have
Cover ormed that t.here are several good
Vi, on th'evsoutll side f)l' the St. Lawrence,
of the ;}Tran:m and Lacm.ile. On the south side
ang g, l;l.lell(il'l, at Rouvlllef St. John Baptiste
cock (;..l(‘» ' That the springs where wood-
circumt(:cur in fh(- latter .l'eglou, embrace a
ey, doerence (‘)! twel\fe miles. Nolw, gentle-
give’us not be .)(‘.3.1011.‘1, in regard to this matter ;
%a“ties'"fm'mutwn that we may be led to
where good sport can be obtained.

MESSINA QUAIL.
der has been sent from this city for 200
O migratoral Quail. On their arrival

is j
rh"‘[ellded to release the birds in the neigh-
%0d of Lachine.

Al] ory
. SS8ing

What became of the Quail which were
brought to Quebec and Montreal last year for
acclimatization? We are anxious to hear from
those interested in their introduction.

Gorrespondence.

—

«THE BARRED OWL.»

To the Editor of THE CANADIAN SpoRTSMAN
AND NATURALIST:

Dear Sir,—Referring to the article under
above heading in January number, the follow-
ing statement may not be uninteresting to your
many readers :— The Barretl.()w.l, Syrnium
nelmjllosmn,, has been taken this winter in and
adjacent to this city in unusual quantities. So
much so that, that mythical personage velept
“the oldest inhabitant > fails to recall to his
or her memory anything like it. The cause
of the same oceurrence in such abundance in
the vicinity of Montreal, you say,may possibly
be on account of the House Sparrows, which
have multiplied greatly of Jate lmt;:ls we have
none of the last mentioned birds in this pro-
vince, and as this has not been considered by
any means a severe season, some other reason
must therefore be assigned. The above owl
ix found here every winter, move or less.

Mr. J. H. Carnall, taxidermist, of this city,
has had in his store, this winter, ‘“ atone time
seventy-five” Barred Owls, and has put up
since last November over  one hundred
sking.” The greater number were captured
in the months of November and December
last. Canany of vour readers account jor thig
phenomenon ¥ In addition to the above Mr,
C. has mounted 22 Great Horned Owls, Bubo
Virginianus; 9 Snowy Owls, N]/r:lm wived ;
12 Saw Whet Owls, Nyclale Acwdia; 2 Long
Kared Owls, Otus Wilsonianus : 1 Richard-
son’s Owl, Nyctale Richardsonii, and several
Hawk Owls, Surnia ulula.  So you sce Srri-
civAg have been well represented  About a
fortnight ago S nebulosum was seen in King’s
Square, sitnated in the centre of this city.

I am, yours truly,

R. Rowk.
St. John, N.B., March 7, 1881,
The above is from an estcemed friend, a
isportsman and a Jover of Natural History ;
one who has an acute cye when viewing Orni-
‘ thological or other objects. When he says that
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the European Sparrow does not oceur in St.‘i
John, and that the season “ has not been con- |
> we believe him. !

o

sidered by any means severe,
The Barred Owl, however, vidited several!
Canadian cities during the early part of the |
winter, and they were seen killing House Spar-
rows in the city of Montreal. We advance
three reasons in order to account for the
unusual oceurrence of STrR1GI.E in cities. Ist.
It may have been a prolific year, commonly
called a “metropolis year ® of the species.
2nd. The severe weather in the northern wood-
lande would probably prevent an extraordinary
number of the birds from obtaining food. Sed.
The introduction of the Domestic Sparrow
having induced other rapacious hirds, such as
the Shrike, &c., to remain with us during,
winter, leads to the supposition that Favcoxi.i l
and Stricibs would visit the cities to have
their share of' the importation. We are at a
loss to account for the occurrence of the
Barred Owl in such numbers in the city of St,
John. It occurs to us that a prolitic year and
want of winter food of these bred on the North-
ern coast of the Lower St. Lawrence, would
canse them to make their flight to more sonth-

ern localities; consequently crossing the rance |

of the latter city. —=Ep. |

RARA FELIS.

There was trapped last week in the Town- |
ship ot Dummer, within a few miles o th |
Town of Peterbore’, o very rare :mima[—;aro,s
at least, as far as this County, or perhaps, 1
may say as far as this Provivee, is coneerned, |
viz : a red Lynx.  Itis a male, and judging
by its teeth, at least six or seven years old.!
Its measurements are as follows: Length fron, !
ears to insertion of tail, 30 inches; height to
shoulder, 20 inches; breadth of forchead 5
mches 5 length of tail, 64 inches. Weight
30 Ibs. The neek is immensely muscular,
but the eyes, claws, and teeth are not <o large
as those of the Canadian Lynx, Felis Cana-
densis. The color is reddish fawn, mottled
with brown, with wavy stripes on the inside of
the legs; a dark stripe along the back ; tip of
tail plack 5 throat white; with whitish spots
at back of either ear. The man on whose

i known to ocenr in the Province of Quebecs

farm the animal was trapped, had noticed it#
spoor, very ditferent from the tracks of the’
Canadian Lynx, for fouror five years past, and:
had shot at it last year, one of the buck-shot'
being found in the "body after it was killed.

RaW It soon after it was brought into town, a8
well as after it had heen flaved. Tt was in ex-
c(f]lcnt condition, «uite fat. It had vecently’
killed two sheep, and had probably lived dur
ing the winter months on haves (Leprus Amert
canns) which abound in the neighborhood s
occasionally, perhaps, varying its menn with

perdrix au naturel, or a stray squirrel or other
small rodents.

. Vixcent CLEMENTT ©
Peterboro’; Mareh 21, 1831, ;

Y

Nore.—The above s probably the Ameri*
T N ~ . -
can Wild Cat, Tyna rufus, an animal not:

About twenty years ago, it was more abundank
in Western Canada. We are sorry to learn thst
this rare quadruped has been tia.yed, as the:
spvvimen wonld be quite an acquisition to an¥:
Canadian Muscum. It the skull is not Jost wéi,
would be glad to examine it.—Ep.

DEER'S HORNS, &o. 1

Sit,—Thank you very much for heing &0
kind In answering my inquiries relative to m¥]
Huclf H ’ilfls. I am not, however, satistied 106
the following reasons:—I understand vou 104
say that 1o deer can he a Roval buck, hut an
old animal. Now, heing & Taxidermist, in my |
practice, I have found five heads with the samé:
kind ofhorns, and I am tully satistied that one
of them was not more than three and a half of
four years old. Then the ears are xmaller and3
broader between the eyes, than in Cervus Virs
ginianus. Besides my buck has a slight elevs™
tion on the nose, at the juncture of the hon
and cartilage which T have never noticed it
¢ Virginianus. 1 wish to tender my thanks’
for your msertion of the Ontario Game Law#}
I feel satistied that Ontario ‘sportsmen will b
glad to see it. 1 notice that you mention a Gos” |
Hawk having been shot at'St. Laurent on f—hegi

25th el On the 16th March, I received a very,
handsome specimen which I have set up. They'!
are not plentiful here; merely showing them”
selves oceasionally.  Can you tell me, has 8!
Hawk the power of reasoning? I sometimes. |
think they can reason to a certain extent.

have a tame Sparrow Hawk which is in the \



|

?“‘bltof hidi.ngits surplus food 5 it always hunts ‘|
'P when in need of it again. I also possess

© great Horned Owls and they al<o hide their
when satisfied, returning to it again when

Bry. Watching the movement ot these birds

hnn

in e to think that thev must be able to reason
asm Brpae y » s :
Send alt degree. 1 hope to be soon able to

You an ¢lectrotype of my Deer head, so
ia You can insert it at the head of myv adver-
Sement,
Tam yours, &e.,
1. B. Serives.

~Mr. Scriven iz Just the kind of man

G"'\th]
avenhurst, Ont.
5t Marel, 1831,

NO’N}

THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALIST.

“hores by W. W. Greener,

e want to hear from periadicatly.  His ques-
i::)vn::m so far interesting and in order, :m'lln-y
ml’],\' lead to the advancement of our
“Owledge of Natural Science. In regard to the
w?te}: }]ll‘)rns,om-' 3319\\'01' was gi\'.vn in harmeny
’mtan"-‘! description awd drawing. We w’mhl
Swer otherwise,axall the North Ameriean
“ride are described. Tt may be possible that
© heads iy his possession are those of a xupr
2o%ed deey called the Little Moose, said {0 ocenr
® northwestern forests.  We
D()w]edge of the animal exeepting from cor-

reg h .
?p(‘“dence, We do not believe birds can
Teagon,

have no

2 They are doubtless provided with
m“t(_‘. mstinet, and the hiding of food when not
rol““'ed l)} them is a foree ol habit derived
N the stabili . . "™
ility of the species through ages

Past Y K

in . .

-nary ‘k‘gree; they not only hide their surplus
Ut steal and hide every light article they
their eyes on.  Forinstance the European

daw and. our Blue-Jay.
oSy

‘ghed «

Sta‘es h

p&Ce

see in yonr March number a letter,
Hammerless Greener,” in which he
With 2} ei has made an extraovdinary pattern
shot . b‘ rams of powder and 3 an ounce of
'“et’ratl‘lt he does not say anything about the
i, lon,  For the last five years I have
P‘idsupwards‘ of ten thousand shots at Pettit’s
the s;&"d lately at a Force (fange made on
the Lome Plan as the ¢ Field (Gauge” used at
don Gun Trials of 1879, excepting I use

a
53 :)“l‘“}‘ (3 feet long) with a cirenlar plate
at 8 dlame&er, instead ot a 10 inch plate,

t0 a platform suspended by four rods.

- The crow family possess it 1o an extraor-

29

I' have tried 2} drams of powder (C. & H’s
No. 6) and § an ounce of No.6 Newcastle Chill-
ed (270 pellets to the ounce) with three 12
I send you the
average of 12 shots with the above eharge, and
also the average of charges that suit my gnns
best, o that vour correspondent can (:mnjmre
them. T always fire from o rest in which the
g is held, the reeoil being taken by a leather
breeching lmssvd round the heel plate:

Hammerless Gun, 30 inch barrels, weight 8 pounds,

Pelletson - Force Final Pattern,

Charge. Gy per o velocity, g0, 30in.
Sinodianr peilets ftopersée. circle, circle.
2 spr, Loz st 4 2,12 672 8 a7
FI ST T 14 241 651 55 299
No. 2 Gun, 30 ineh harrels, weight & pounds 10 ozs,
2L s, bozowt 2 190 :'.r_'ﬂ 11 63
R U W U 1 987 40 43 204
No, 5 Gan, 28 ineh barreels, weight 73 pounds,
2V sy Loz, st 7 1.0 486 16 Tt
R B 2.0 602 47 U8

Out of the thirtv=six shots fired, four halled
with No. 3 gnn, and one with No. 2 gun,
Throughout the trial the pattern was very un-
even, beine in elusters, appearing as if the shot
hadd balkal on leaving the gun and separated
a few vards in front of the target.  According
10 my experiments a foree of 2,40 i equal to
about 30 sheets of the pad.  Conld *“ Hammer-
less (reener 7 suggest any other charges, cte.,
I would he most happy to give them a trial at
my foree gange and report the result through
vour cohmmnz. providing von would kindly
arant e spaee.

Yours tealy,
12-Borek GreeNen.
Lachine, I7.Q., April 5,1881.

INSECTIVOROUS BIRDS,

RENEFICTAL TO THE
FRUIT GROWER,

ARE THEY FARMER AND

Sin—TIn the Eleventh Annual Report of the
Eutomological Socicty of Ontario, the Presi-
dent, Wi, Saunders, in his annual address,
statex his convietion that but comparatively
little help i= got from birds in keeping in sub
jection injurions insects, and having examined
the contents of the stomachs of a large number
ot birds, he has only found accasionally an
injurious inscet therein.  He mentions the
swallows, Hirvsviztg; kingbird, Tyrannus
Carolinensis ; pewee, Suyornds fuscus ; night-
hawk, Chordeiles popetue; yellow warbler,

Dendreca astica ;- yed  start, Septophaga
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yuticilla; red-eyed and yellow-throated vireos,
Virio olivaceus; and V. flavifrons; wood-
peckers, Picrva 5 blue bird, Sialia sialis ;
cat-bird, Galeoscoples Carolinensis ; brown
thrush, Harporhynchus rufus ; sparrows,
Frixeinipz ; euckoos, Coccing:; nuthateh,
Sitta Carolinensis ; chickadee, Parus africa-
pillus ;  kinglets, Svivine; meadow-lark,
Sturnella magna ; Baltimore oriole, Tfeferus
Baltimore ; wren, Troglodytes wdon’; black-
birds, JeTBRIDA ; and especially the Robin,
( Turdus migratorius) as a great fruit thief,
destroying a far greater quantity than it would
eat, theretore, should not be protected hy legis-
lation. I trust the above extract will induce
readers of the Canadian Sportsman and
Naturalist 10 give their experience respect
ing the usefulness of Insectivorus birds to
farmers, fruit-growers, and gardeners.

) LD W
Montreal, March 2%th, 1881,

The above-named birds arc all insectivorous,
but the question regarding their being benefi.
cial to agriculture is a matier which we have
always contended, was overstretched. My,
S. A. Forbes, an American naturalist, Las
examined the stomachs of 150 birds of {he
Thrush family, with guite unexpected results,
¢ Forty-one of these were Robins ; thirty-sever
Cat-birds ; twenty-eight Brown Thrushes ; ejght
Alice’s Thrushes ; gix Swainson’s Tln‘us(ﬁas,
and one Wilson’s Thrush. They were shot jn
various months from March to September and
during four successive years. The number (f
specimens is, of course, too small to allow eon-
clusive generalization ; but as no equal hnmber
of specimens has been prevw\‘\s.Iy stindied wity
equal care, it will probably be fair to state some
of the result as hypotheses, more or less prob-
ble, but requiring verification by further study,
The most fruitiul pecaliarity of the methgd
used was the careful estinate, tor each. speci-
men (after a critical microscopical examination
of the contents of the stomach), of the relative
amounts of all the elements of the food, and the
subsequent averaging of these ratios for the
species. By this means I determined the hith-
erto unsuspected fact that the family is inordi-
nately destractive to predaceous beetles (Hag-
PALINY), seven per cent of the food of the 150
specimens consisting of these highly heneticial
insects. When we remember that one preda-
ceous insect must destroy many times its own
balk of other insects during its life, we see the
importance of this fact in rexpect to the economi-
cal value of these birds. Between the Turpip g,

and other families, Tcan make only the follo¥®s
ing crude comparison. Of the 150 Thrush®
examined, forty-six per cent. had taken CaRAy
BID.E, while of 194 birds of other tamilies &
whose stomachs insects were found, less tha,
five per cent. had caten these Coleoptera.
worst sinner in this respeet was the Herm
thrush ; while the Alice thrnsh and the W
thrush had caten comparatively lew. Curiouslfs
the ratic of Carasin.+: continued undiminishe?
during the frujt season when the total of inse‘ﬁ:
food fell away very rapidly. -For example, b
Cat-birds ate in May, June and July, cightﬂ‘
seven per cent., sixty-four per cent., af
cighteen per cent., respectively, of insect food:
while the Caras g for those months averages
seven per cent.,six per cent., and ten per cent#
the corresponding fruit vecord standing nothing
thirty_per cent, and seventy one per cent. T g
following renera were distinguished among thed,
Caravivg  Searifes, Dyschivius, Flatynu$
Jvarthrus, Plerostichus, Amara, Brachylobust
Geopinus, Sgonoderus, A uisodactylus, Brady’.
cellies, Harpalus, and  Stenolophus,  The
absence of all, or nearly all, the speciallf
otected genera s noficeable (unless the
obscure colour of many is reckoned a speci®
protection) & single Cicindela (C. lecontel)
was found in the stomach of a Cat-bird. It
is further interesting to notice the apparent
specitic difference in the toal of allied species
ocenpying the same ground at the same time
and drawing their tood from the same sources
of supply. The Robinand the Cat-hird differed
materially in the number of ants and nwriopods
destroyed, the former eating very few of either
(one per cent. and two per cent. respectively)-
The Brown thrush departs from all the other
members of Lis family in his foridness (?) per-
haps it 13 stern necessity which forces him 10
this miserable shift), for insects ands fragments
of grain picked from the droppings of stock.
Twenty-cight per cent. of the food of those shot
in April was derived from this sonrce, and
another eight per cent. consisted of carrion
beetles (Sneminay. This bird was further
distinguished from the Robin (as is the Cat-
bird also), by the absence of the larva of Bibo
albipennis Say which made vver half the food
of the Robin in March. It is important to
recall, as throwing light on -the question of
fixity of food habits over large areas, that
Professor Jenks, now ot Brown University,
found nine tenths of the tood of a large number
of Robins whose stomachs were examined by
him in Massachusetts, in March and April,
1853, to consist of this same larva””




Ke;l’vhc aln_)\.'(‘, purtic@urs and (',m;?lusiuns will
Ve to give some idea of the interest and

¥"‘0mlse of this subjeet, if it is studied with as

as*"' an approach 1o the strict scientific method
the ciremmstances will permit.

ILLEGAL FISHING.
I would draw attention of the Montreal Fish
ame Protection Club to the illegal netting
+ Bngling (or Black Buss (Il wigricans),
of t"“h takes place at Beauharnois, in the mouth

the e River St. Louis; also, in the vieinity of

Wands in Lake St. Lonis, during the close

Ap ons between the 15th April and 15th May.
ang 18 period fish swarm in these foealities
inty, Al an casy prey to the poachers. Tt this
Mo:cll()n of the Game Laws could be stopped,
o real sportxmen and n;tla?rs. wonld have
ine ack Bass and Doré nsh‘mg, easy wd
ng) Usive (o reach, .\‘lll!ln\\'ﬁ for bait can be
Riv;r‘ts"l ]:u':gt- numbers in the mm‘llln ot the
outr, t. Louis, - K. DWW,
Teal, 1500 March, 1851,

*ROLOSKD CHANGE IN THE QUEBKC
GAME LAWS.

(}lull:"“'l‘lm( the Fish and Game Protection
« er()fthc Province u.f Quebee is becoming a
that Or to evil doers ” is apparent from the fact
clo, a‘f]*)ﬂ(! scarch at the commencement of the
N trihmsun tor Decrs, Hares, &e., and for
Piege Bes resulted in the discovery of but one
Yy g venison and one sthall Tot of hares, I
ang Sad to say that all the respectable Fish
]‘arn, e dealers in the city are working in
dig n((),rt]'v Wwith the Club, a state of ailairs that
Dptitio, s at one time exist.  The Club intends
the ¢ "Ing the Legislature at its next session for
Clog, RO“’“I,‘Z alterations in the Game Act, viz :
o 1y con for Deer and Moose to connmence
Bl%k t)anuary, instead of st February ; for
"‘ane 1“‘31(, “./04‘)& Duck and Teal, to com-
‘I‘id,,e St April instead of 1at May; for Par-
1

Nog, H. R.
the B—Atthis instant we avoid comment on
doubt] Ve alterations,  Quebee sportsmen will
i 26 58 be careful that the close seasons are
. Corday e

in with the natural history of the
th s men;

a oned. Onur object is toharmonize
e . .
We | ¢ Laws of Quebee and Ontario which

e had i o g R
SPURTS had in view from the first issue of the
Max, &C.—-ED_
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stil“’ O commence st Jannary, instead of
arch,

31

Str,—With regard to the paragraph in your
last number headed “ Iish and Game Clab
Beware,” I think vou must have overlooked
the fact that trout had been i =eason in this
Province two months before the article in
Forest and Strewm was published, hieuce the
exportation of trout to Vermont referred to was
not illegal. As regards the district whence the
trout were said to have come, [ may state that
the supervizion of the Fishery Department is
<o pertect that nothing is lett for the Fish and
Game Club to do. OF course it is utterly im-
possible entively to stop poaching in a wilder-
ness =o vast,

H. R.

Noti—We have a decided objection to net-
ting Brook Troat during any season; this alone
led to our remarks.—In.

GAME LAWS.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

Tt ix unlawlal to hunt or kill:—

“‘4”\',('l)l]lllltﬂll'\' called Moose, V'?‘gmm" Dcer,
Caribou or Reindeet, and Arctic Hare from the
st February to Lst September. )

Ptarmigan, Ruttled Grouse, ( Partridge)
Spruce rouse, Sharp-tail (}rousv,\V}‘)OlICoCk or
Wilson's Snipe from Ist May to 15t September.

Wild Swan, all kinds of Geese, or wild ducks
of any kind from 1et May to 1st Septclllbel‘._

The same cast of Three Rivers, from 15th
May to Ist September.

It is unlawinl to catch :— .

Pickerel (Dore) or Pike Perch, Maskilongé,
and Black Bass, from the 15th April to 15th
May. .

Salmon (with nets) from lst A‘ugust to lsat
May. Do. (with the fly) from Ist September to
Ist May. ) .,

Brook Trout (speckled) or River Trout, from
1st October to 318t December,

Salmon Trout and Lake Trout {rom the 15th
October to 18t December.

Whitefish from the 10th November to 1st
December.

PROVINCE OF ONTARLO.

It is unlawful to hunt or kill ;—

Decr, Blk (Moose), Reindeer (Caribon), between
15th of Decetuber and 1st October.

Grouse, (pheasants), Prairie Fowl or Part-
ridge between 1st January and 1st September.

Wild Turkeys and Quail between lst of
January and Ist October.
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Woodcock between 1lst January and 1lst
August.

Snipe between Ist of January and 15th
August.

Water-fowl known as Mallard, Grey Duck,
Black Duck, Wood or Summer Duck, between
1st January and 15th Angust. Other Wild
Ducks, Swans or Geese, between 1st of May
and 15th August.

Hares between
September.

. The.Ontario close scason for tish is sinular
to Quebec. ’

15th March and st of

FISHERIES DEPARTMEN'T.

Tublic attention is here directed to the fol-
lowing Fishery Regulation adopted by the
Governor-General in Council, on the 23rd
March :(—

“ Fishing with nets or scines is prohibited
during a period of two years trom the present
date in that part of the River Ottawa and its
tributaries, and the Lake of Two Mountains,
fronting on the Counties of Jacques Cartier,
Vaudreuil, Two Mountains, and that portion of’
the County of Argenteuil extending from Car-
illon downwards to the eastern boundary of said
county.”

Al well disposed personis are requested to
afford the Local Fishery *Otticers whatever
information and assistance they can towards
enforcing this Regulation.

Every person guilty Qf a breach of the same
is liable to forfeiture of fishing material and fine
not exceeding $20, and imprisoument in default
of payment.

Complainants will receive one half’ the fines
imposed and be paid for their costs and attend-
ance as witnesses.

Be5= Mr. G. N. Hyde is Game-keeper to the
Argenteuil Fish an} Game Club, not W,
Gaherty as stated in our last number.

We have received the March number of the
Canadian Poultry Review. 1t ispublished by
James Fullerton, Strathroy, Out. This meri-
torious and usetul Magazine is devoted to gll
kinda of Poultry and Pet Stock. Its advertis-
ing columns exhibit evidence of support from
all the Poultry fancicrs in the Dominion,

OUR FOREST TREES.

Brack or DousLE Seruck ; 4 nigra—A me-
dium sized tree of dark sombre foliage, and very
regular conical form. The wood is light and
u]usu_c, and is much used for the smaller spars
of ships. A mast made of it shows no signs of
deecay after more than 30 years use. It is also
much used for shingles. The popular beverage,
spruce beer, is made from the youny shoots of
this tree,

Wul'n:_ Seruce ; Uf. alba—A tree of lighter
green foliage and less spreading growth than
the preceding. The wood is used for similar
purposes; and when ground into pulg is employ-
ed In the manufacture of paper. From its tough
routs the Canadian Indians make the thread
with which they sew their birch bark canoes.

BavsamFiv; A. balsamea.— A beautiful tree
of deep green foliage and regular form. Its
beauty is increased by its large and numerous
cones of a soft purple color. The valuable
Canada Balsam is gathered by puncturing the
rough bark. The wood is of " little valuefand
the tree is short-lived. :

Laren s Loriz Americana.—AN of our other
cone-bearing trees are evergreens, but the Larch
drops its leaves at the approach of winter. It |
i= a slender tree Of medium height. Its wood is
very compact, heavy, and durable, and is
expecially prized Ly ship builders, who know
it by the name of Hacmatack.

Wik OAK ; Quercus alba.—A noble forest
tree, of widely spreading form in open situs-
tions.  Its name is derived from the whitish
bark.  Next to the white pine, it is the most
valuable of our trees. It furnishes the best
ship timber, and is largely uged in the manu-
facture of wagons, agricultural implements,
casks, common chairs, and baskets. The
bark is valuable to the tunner.

Rep Oak; Q. rubra~This tree attaius its
greatest perfection in New England, and is espe-
cially abundant in Massachusetts, where it
sometimes even rivals the White Oak in size
and majesty of form. In gencral utility it is far
inferior to the white vak. ~ Even for tuel it is of
little value, and the bark is ahmost worthless.

Berct; Fagus—This tree is remarkable for
the density ot its shade and the smoothness of
its bark. It grows rapidly and reaches &
height of 80 to 100 feet. The compact, heavy
wood is used for plane-stocks and saw-handles.
The sap wood is firmer and more durable than
the heart. The fruit is a rich, oily nut, eager-
ly devoured by swine, squirrels, and partridges.

(T'o be continued.)



