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Hymn for the New Year.
BY CHARLOTTE MOORE,

I rake my pilgrim staff anew,

Life’s path untrodden to pursue,

Thy guiding eye, my Lord, I view :
My times are in Thy hand.

Throughout the year, my Heuvenly Friend,
On Thy blest guidance I depend ;
From its commencement to its end,

My times are in Thy hand,

Should comfort, health, and peace be mine,
Should hours of gladness on me shine,
Then let me trace Thy love divine :

My times ave in Thy hand.

But should’st Thou visit me again

With languor, sorrow, sickness, pain,

Still let this thought my hope sustain :
My times are in Thy hand.

Thy smile alone makes moments bright,

That smile turns darkness into 1i ht ;

This thought will soothe grief’s sa
My times are in Thy hand.

Should those this year be called away,

Who lent to life ifs brightest ray,

Teach me in that dark hour to say :
My times are in Thy hand,

A few more days, a few more years—

O then a bright reverse appears,

Then I shall no more say with tears,
My times are in Thy hand.

That hand my steps will gent] ide

To the dark brink of J. orsm'nyti%':.

Then bear me to the heavenward side,
My times are in Thy hand.

dest night :

JANUARY, 1884,

“He Knows.”

I 8EE not a step before me
As I tread on another year,

But the past is still in God’s keeping,
The future His mercy will clear ;
And what looks bright in the distance

May brighten as [ draw near

It may be the dreaded future
Is less bitter than I think

The Lord may sweeten the waters
Before 1 stoop to drink ;

But if Mara must be Mara,
He will stand upon the brink.

It may be He is keeping,
For the coming of m feet,
Some gift of sucﬁ rare {Jlessedncu,
Some joy so strangely sweet,
That my lips will only tremble
With the thanks they cannot speak.

Oh, happy, blissful ignorance !
"Tis better not to know ;

It keeps me still in the gentle arm
That will not let me 8o,

And hushes my soul to rest
On the breast that loves me so.

0:

This Very Hour.
¢ O YEARS gone down into the past,
What pleasant memories come to me
Of your untroubled days of peace,
And hours of almost ecstasy |

Yet would I have no moon stand still,
Where life’s most pleasant valleys lie,
Nor wheel the planet of the day
Back on his pathway through the sky.

For though, when youthful pleasures died,
My youth, itself, went with them, too ;
To K. aye ! even this very hour,
Is the best hour I ever knew.

/4,394°
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New Toar’s Stock-Taking.

It will be well for us all, as do merchants of
their worldly goods at this season of the year,

forth the peaceable fruits of righteousness in
our lives? What result have we seen from our
labours? Have any of our scholars been
brought to God ? Have any gone home rejoicing
to the skies? Are some upon the road thither
who a year ago were on the downward path?
Thank God, our labours as a Church on behalf
of the children committed to our care, have not
been in vain. Over two thousand of the
scholars in our schools have been savingly con-
verted to God, and are now rejoicing in the
way to heaven,

Let us rise to the height of our opportunity
and privilege during the coming year, and seek
to reap fuller sheaves for the immortal harvest
of the skies than we ever did before,

As with devout gratitude for the mercies of
the past we exclaim,

‘“ Here I'll raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I've come,”

let us also set up our standard and say—* In
the name of the Lord we will go forward.”
Although the future be unknown, and have
in store for us many trials end sorrows, yet if
God go with us, of whom or of what shall we
be afraid? Let us then with renewed conse-
cration of ourselves, our time, our talents, all
we have and are, to the service of God, essay
cheerfully the duties of the present, and trust
Him for grace to supply every need of the
future. Soon life’s circling years will all be
past. May we all be permitted then to assemble
in our Father's house on high, the everlasting
home of the soul, with all the objects of our
earthly solicitude, the scholars for whose wel-
fare we have laboured, and be able to say to
the Master, ** Lo, here are we, and the children
whom Thou hast given us.” There through an
ding year shall we sit together at Jesus’

to take stock of our spiritual p , to
ask :—Are we holier than we were a year ago?
Are we happier? Have we more power over
sin, or has sin more power over us? What
usury have we gained of our Lord’s talent
entrusted to our care? Let us remember that
now are we nearer to our salvation or to our
condemnation, to our endless happiness or woe,
than we were a year ago.

We ought to be much wiser in the things of
God. We have been sitting for another year
at the feet of Jesus, learning the lessons of His
love, listening to the words of Him who spake
as no man ever spake. Have they been en-
grafted into our hearts? Have they brought

feet, and learn new lessons of His love, and
with nobler powers and loftier faculties than
we here possess, serve Him day und night in
His holy temple oif high.

The Catechism for 1884.

For some months we have been printing in
the Sunbeam the new Methodist Catechism,
No. L, for the little folk. We begin with the
new year to print in the BANNER and Quarterly
the new Methodist Catechism, No. II, for
older scholars. It is the best summary of
Christian doctrine and Bible history we ever

V.
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saw. It was prepared at the request of the
Wesleyan Conference in England by the Rev.
Dr. Pope, one of the ablest theologians living,

id is published by order of the General
Conference of the Methodist Church in Canada.
We hope that both these Catechisms, No. I.
and No. IL, will be diligently studied in the
schools. We kuow of nothing that will so fill
the mind witl: scriptural views of God and our
relations to Him, and the duties springing out
of these relationships, as the study of these
little summaries of the doctrines of Methodism
throughout the world.

The 8. 5. Hymns for 1884.

WE have received a letter—and but a single
letter—asking us to continue printing the
Lesson Hymns in the BANNER and Quarterly.
We think that the space that would be thus
occupied can be used more to the advantage of
the schools otherwise. The Lesson Notes have
become so full that there is not robm to print
the hymns if we wished. And so many schools
have supplied themselves with the S. 8.
Hymnal, and the others are doing so so fast,
that they would justly complain if we occupied
the valuable space in our Lesson Helps in giving
them what they already have. The S, S,
Hymnal is so cheap that almost every school
can get it for the scholars, and those that
cannot can get a single copy, and have the
hymns given out two lines at a time, Indeed,
where there are many young children, this is
necessary, as they may not be able to read the
hymns. The familiar verses and choruses will
soon be learned by heart, and it would be sheer
waste of space to print them over and over in
the Lesson Notes,

The plan of printing the hymns was only
adopted as a temporary expedient till the
schools should have their own Hymnal. Now
that we have one—the very best we have ever
seen—and so cheap that every school ought to
have it—only 75 cents per dozen—we shall take
the Lesson Hymns almost exclusively from it,
merely giving the number of the hymn and the
first line. Where we can find anything still
more appropriate to any of the lessons, we
shall print those hymns selected from other
sources in full. This, we think, will be most
satisfactory, and most to the advantage of all
the schools. It is a grand thing to have the
tens of th ds of scholars in our schools all

P

singing the same hymns as they all study the
same lessons, Much care is given to the selec-
tion of the hymns, wh' " will be found, we
think, to enforce and iliustrate and clinch the
lessons of the day.

Book Notices.

Home College Series.  We have received
Numbers 26 to 48 of this admirable series of
cheap 16-page pamphlets—only 5 cents each.

Amongst these are the following : ** William
Shakespeare,” *“ John Milton,” * Edward
Spenser,” “ William Wordsworth,” “Joserh
Addison,” and “Wm, Hickling Prescott,” by

David Wise, D.D.; *The Llanets,” by Rev.
C. M. Westlake, M.S,; « Keep G Com-
pany,” by Samuel Smiles ; A Set of Tools,”

““Diamonds and other Precious Stones,” and
* The Watch and the Clock,” by Rev. Alfred
Taylor ; * Palestine,” by Rev. J, I. Bodwell ;
““Cmsar and Cicero,” and * The Gracchi,”
from Plutarch ; *‘Two Weeks in the Yosemite,”
by Rev. J. M. Buckley, D.D, ; *The Ocean,”
by Miss Carrie R. Dennen ; ‘“ Housekeeper's
Guide,” ¢ Memory Practice,” selections for
memorizing, ‘‘ Readings from Wordsworth,”
and “The Moon,” by Rev. C. M. Westlake,
M.S. We heartily commend these pamphlets
as giving much useful information in a very
Bmlﬁl compass,

The Lesson Commentary on the International
Sunday-School Lessons for 1884, By the
Rev. JouN H. VINCENT, D.D., and the Rev.
J. L. HurLeur, DD, 8vo. Pp. 312. New
York : Phillips & Hunt; and Methodist

k Rooms, Toronto, Hamilton, Montreal,
and Halifax, Price $1.25,

Thisadmirable Lesson Help for BibleStudents
is, we think, this year better than ever before,
It brings to a focus upon the selected lessons
light and exposition from nearly two hundred
DF the ablest Biblical Commentators of the
present and the past. It has three excellent
maps and a large number of fine illustrations,
What we especially like is the copious reference
to the great authorities on all the topics treated.
Beyong the BANNER we know no other Lesson
Help so good as this. '

From the same House we have also received
the Senior, Intermediate, and Beginner’s Books
of the Berean Series—20 cents each. They
are much more convenient than the Berean
Leaves—and the Beginner’s Book has a couple
of beautiful engraved illustrations for every
lesson,

A Goop definition of an agnostic : ** One who
doesn’t know anything, and is proud of it.”

THE best governing power in a Bible school
is the Divine presence felt by all.

To say, “We are too poor to give,” is to
nurse our own poverty, and hold ourselves
down,

.
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Opening and Closing Service for
First Quarter.
I. Silence.

II. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. Come hither, and hear the words of the
Lord your God.

School. The word of the Lord is tried. Every
word of God is pure. Moreover by them is thy
servant warned : and in keeping of them there
is great reward.

Supt. 'The entrance of thy words giveth
light.

School. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.

Supt. Blessed are they that hear the word of
God, and keep it.

School. Search the Scriptures.

*  Supt. Blessed is he that readeth, and they
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written therein.

School. How sweet are thy words to my taste !
yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth.

Supt. And I will delight myself in thy com-
mandments, which I have loved.

School. My hands also will I lift up unto 'h{
commandments, which I have loved : and I will
meditate in thy statutes.

Supt. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth :
but the word of God shall stand forever,

LESSON SERVICE.

1. Class Study of the Lesson.
I1. Singing Lesson Hymn,

III. Recitation of Title, Golden Text,
Outline, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
school in concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson,

VI. Announcements (especially of the Cliurch

gervice, and week-evening prayer-meeting),

CLOSING SERVICE.

Supt. Stand up and bless the Lord your God
for ever and ever: and blessed be thy glorious
name, which is exalted above all blessing and
praise.

School, Unto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood, and hath
made us kings and priests unto God and his
Father : to him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS,

Supt. The First Commandment.

School. Thou shalt have no other gods before
me.

Supt. The Second Commandment.

.

School, Thou shalt not mal: unto thee any
raven image, or any likeness ot nnK thing that
# in heaven above, or that is in the earth be-
neath, or that is in the water under the earth :
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor
serve them : for I the Lord thy God am a jeal-
ous God, visiting the ini?‘u’ty of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me ; and showing
mercy unto thousands of them that love me,
and keep my commandments.

Supt. The Third Commandment.

Sehool, Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will'not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

Supt. The Fourth Commandment.

School, Remember the Sabbath-day, to kee
it holy, Six days shalt thou labor, and do all
thy work : but the seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy
cattle, nor the stranger that is within thy gates :
for in #ix days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath-day, and hallowed it.

Supt. The, Fifth Commandment.

School, Honor thy father and thyTmother :
that thy days may be long upon the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee,

Supt, The Sixth Commandment.

Sehool, Thou shalt not kill.

Supt. The Seventh Commandment

School, Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Supt. The Eighth Commandment.

School, Thou shalt not steal.

Supt, The Ninth Commandment.

Sechool, Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbor,

Supt. The Tenth Commandment.

School, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife,
nor his man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor
his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy
neighbor's,

Singing,

THE APOSTLES' CREED.

1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven and carth ; and in Jesus Christ his
oulf' Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day he rose from the dead ;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead,

1 believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy catholic
Church ; the communion of saints ; the forgive-
ness of sins ; the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER—§ "'UDIES IN THE ACTS AND EPISTLES,
JANUARY, 1Ss4.

NoTE. — The Seripture verses to be committed to memory are indicated by an index (43 at the side,

A.D.50.)

[Jan. 6.

LESSON L—THE CONFERENCE AT JERUSALEM.
Acts 15. 1-11,

1 And « certain men which
came down from Judea taught
the brethren, and said, b Except
0 ye be circuacised ¢ after the

munner of Moses, ye cannot be

S v e
FORM. ¢ gen 350 av.rzcn o
2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no
small di jon and disputation with them,
they determined that d Paul and Barnabas, and
certain other of them, should go up to Jerusa-
lemen unto the apostles and elders about this
question,
dGal 2 1,

3 And e being brought on their way by the
church, they passed through Phenice and Sa-
maria, declaring f the conversion of the Gentiles:
and they caused great joy unto all the brethren.

¢ Rom. 15. 24 ; 1 Cor, 16. 6,—— Chap. 14. 27.

4 And when they were come to Jerusalem,
they were received of the church, and of the
apostles and elders, and they declared all things
that God had done with them.

5 But there @ rose up certain of the sect of

. the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it
was needful to circumcise them, and to com-
mand them to keep the law of Moses.

a Or, rose up, said they, certain,

6 And the apostles and elders came together
for to consider of this matter.

7 And when there had been much disputing,
Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men ani
brethren, ye know that a good while ago God
made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my
mouth should hear the word of the Gospel.‘.nd
believe,

#ar8 And God, g which knoweth the hearts,
bare them witness, hgiving them the Holy
Ghost, even as he did unto us:

h1Chron, 28.9; 20, 17; Jer. 11. 20; 17.10; 20,
12; chap. 1. 24; Heb. 4. 13; Rev, 2. 23,
g Chap. 10. 44,

479 And i put no difference between us and

them, {"purifymg their hearts by faith,
© Rom, 10. 1L ——;j Chap. 10. 43;1 Cor. 1. 2;1
Peter 1. 22.

£ar10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to
.k put a yoke upon the neck of the dilcif)les,
which neither our fathers nor we were able to
bear ?

k Matt, 23. 4; Gal. 5, 1.

#4411 But [ we believe that chmufh the grace

of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved,

'unuthei.
{Rom. 3. 24; Eph. 1.7; 2.8,

o

.
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GENERAL STATEMENT.

The most vital question that arose in the his-
tory of early Christianity was that whether the
Gospel should become a religion for the world,
bringing salvation to every race, or whether it
was to an obscure sect among a single, narrow-
minded, exclusive people; whether men were
to be saved by faith in Christ, or by making
themselves and their descendants Jews, wear-
ing phylacteries upon their foreheads, and
observing the interminable restrictions of a fast-
fading Phariseeism. From the day when Saul
of Tarsus became a leader in the Church, until
the destruction of Jerusalem, forty vears after-
ward, this was the living issue, and upon its
settlement depended the centuries to come.
Upon the side of a broad Gospel, free to all,
having faith in Christ as its sole requirement,
we find Pgul and his companions in the mis-
sionary work of the Church; upon the other
side we find certain unnamed Jews, false
brethren,” followers of Jesus by profession, but
Jews first and Christians in only a minor sense,
claiming, but without reason, to represent the
mother-Church in Jerusalem, and the weighty
influence of the Apostle James, ‘‘the brother
of the Lord.” The lines of division were
drawn at Antioch, then the centre of missionary
effort, where Paul and Barnabas stood as the
champions of liberty in Christ. The contest
was transferred to Jerusalem, and again Paul
and Barnabas appeared, seconded by all the
power of the Church outside of Jewry, plead-
ing with the twelve and the elders for a recog-
nition to Gentile Christianity. The conference
at Jerusalem was not a Church council, with
plenary power, but a discussion in which all
strove for a settlement in the unity of the
Spirit and the bond of peace. The great vic-
tory was won when Peter, the chief of the
apostles, took his place boldly by the side of
his brother Paul, and James, the most exact
of all the Jews in obedience to the law, avowed
the same view, that henceforth there was to
in Christ Jesus neither Jew nor Gentile, neith
circumcision nor uncir i but that sal-
;_ratil;)n was for all men upon the same terms of
aith,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Certain men. Pharisees who
believed in Jesus as the Saviour, but were still
strenuous supporters of the Jewish customs,
which they regarded as necessary to salvation,
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Came down. From Jerusalem to Antioch
in Syria, at that time the centre of Gentile
Christianity. It was a journey of two hundred
and fifty miles. From Judea. The Judean
Christians were mainly Jews and strongly
attached to their law and customs. Taught
the brethren. The Church at Antioch was
largely composed of converted Gentiles, who
accepted Christ by faith without the deeds of
the Jewish law. Hxcept ye be circum-
cised. Circumcision was the outward rite by
which Gentiles were made members of the
Jewish Church. After the manner of
Moses. Rev. Ver.,, ‘‘after the custom of
Moses; " according to the way prescribed in
the Jewish law. Ye cannot be saved.
They would make salvation dependent, not
upon a work of grace in the heart, but upon an
external form. 1. There is always a tendency
to ueglect spiritual things and lay stress upon
outward services in religion. 2. Those who
undertake to judﬁe others are very apt to
threaten the penalties of the world to come
upon all who differ from themselves.

2. Paul and Barnabas. Who were
then at Antioch, having returned from their
first missionary tour in Central Asia Minor.
They had always preached salvation for Jew
and Gentile upon the same terms of faith in
Christ, and now found their doctrine assailed.
Dissension., Meaning here a vigorous resist-
ance to these Judaizing teachers. Disputa-
tion. Rev. Ver., ‘“uestioning ;@ a debate,
calling in question both the doctrine and the
authority of the Judaizers. They deter-
mined. From Gal. 2. 2, we learn that the
decision was under the direction of the Holy
Spirit. 3. Happy is that Church whose action
is guided from on high! Certain other.
Among these was Titus (Gal. 2. 1), whose
very presence showed that God had sent
spiritual gifts upon the Gentiles. Should
go up to Jerusalem. As the mother-
Church, and the residence of the apostles, it
was regarded with veneration ; but Paul else-
where intimates that he did not regard its de-
cisions as of absolute authority. Gal. 1.1, 11-
17; 2. 47. Unto the apostles and
elders. The apostles were inspired men,
having direction over the whole Church ; the
elders were local, representing the Churches in
Judea. About this question. Itwas a
question of vital importance, whether men
could accept Christ in freedom, or must add to
faith the interminable burdens of Judaism, and
force the Christianity of the world to b a

Phenice. Rev. Ver., *“Phaenicia,” the cea-
coast® province north of Palestine. And
Samaria. They travelled by the land-route,
yet near the sea ; mkinghv.heir course through
Gentile Churches (probably founded by Philip
the evangelist), as those most interested in
their mission. Caused great joy. Every-
where they brought news of the Gospel’s suc-
cess among the Gentiles, and the joy with
which they were received showed that the
Judaic faction represented only a small frag-
ment of the Church. 6. If angels rejoice,
much more should saints on earth when souls
are won to Christ.

4. When they were come. This was
Paul’s third visit to Jerusalem since his conver-
sion, and seventeen years after it. Acts 9. 26;
11. 30; Gal. 2. 1. ;.,[‘hey were received.
In a general gathering, the Christian syna-
gogues meeting together to welcome them.
They declared. In a formal address, recit-
ing the origin and growth of the Church

.| among the Gentiles, and showing especiall

that it was under a divine care. God ha

done. They gave all the glory to God, and
made prominent the providential signs in the
work. 7. So let every Christian worker keep
Christ in the front, 'nd himself in the shadow.

5. Pharisees which believed. The
Pharisees were not an organized body, but a
school of thought. They%nid great stress on
keeping the law of Moses, in its minutest re-
quirements, and added to it thousands of
minut~ regulations, which they regarded as of
equal importance. Some of them had believed
in Christ, but the{ were Christians only in a
secondary sense, for their highest allegiance
was .iven to Mosaism. Needful to cir-
cumcise them. These narrow bigots de-
manded that all the Gentile believers in Christ
must submit to a humiliating rite which would
make them Jews, and then they must obey,
not only the written law, but the multitudinous

vescripts of the scribes, which even a born Jew
?mmd almost impossible to follow.

6, '7. Came together. The whole body
of the Church was also present (ver. 12), and
rally concurred in the decision. To con-
sider It is a suggestive fact that they could
not act by a divine inspiration without delib-
eration and discussion. Much disputing.
Rev Ver.,, “questioning.” Not an angry dis-
pute, but an earnest debate, in which the lines

narrow sect, with no prospect of its progress in
the world. 4. It is getter to contendﬁ the
faith than to submit to false claims of authority.
5. Every age has its own questions to settle as
well ds the apostolic age. Now there is the
same strife as then between narrow, formal
sectarianism, and a broad, spiritual Christi-
anity.

3. Brought on their way. The whole
Church met to show its sympathy with the
deputation, and bestow its blessing. rough

of opposing op were drawn distinctly.
Peterrose up. He spoke with an authority
of an apostle, but not of a pope; for the decision
of the conference was rendered afterward by
James. This is Peter’s last appearance in the
Acts, and, both in thought and language, it is
eminently characteristic. Brethren. The
chief of the apostles places his fellow-disciples
on an equality with himself,. A good
while ago. From ten to fourteen years.
He places the time in a strong light to show
that by question has already been settled long
before by divine authority. God made
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choice. Hameant that on the special occa-

sion when the Gospel was first presented to

Gentile hearers, it was by divine appointment,

znd through Peter's persoral ministry. See
cts 10.

8. God, which knoweth the hearts.
Thus he 5pfenla from the judgment of men,
who are fallible, to that of God, who looks
into the heart. Bear them witness,
Give the divine proof of their acceptance with-
out circumcision or legal service into the
brotherhood of His children. Giving them
the Holy Ghost. We know not the precise
form of its manifestation, but it came upon
uncircumcised Gentiles at Cesarea (Acts 10, 44),
thus showing that Jew and Gentile were alike
before God. 8. How blessed are we who can
rest in the abundant mercies of God, and not
fear the judgment of men! 9. God’s Church
is always wiﬂ: than man’s,

9, 10. Put no difference, Rev. Ver.,
‘““made no distinction,” by bestowing the bap-
tism of the Holy Ghost upon Jews and Gentiles
alike. Purifying their hearts. Itis the
heart which needs cleansing, and no outward
forms can bestow it. By faith. Faith, or
the spirit’s rest upon Christ, awakens love, and
that gives purity of life and heart by the power
of the Holy Ghost. Why tempt ye Jgd?
By insisting upon a condition which God had
not required. A yoke, Circumcision, and
the innumerable, exacting, and frivolous re-
quirements of Judaism as interpreted by the
scribes. Neither our fathers nor we
were able to bear. A recognition that
the law was felt to be a burden, even by those
who obeyed it. 10. Christ’s service is no such
slavery.

1l. But we balieve, Rev. Ver., “we
trust.” Through the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Salvation, though not earned
by the works of the law, is given freely through
the grace of God to all who put their trust in
Christ. Saved even as they. He de-
clares that the Jew has no privilege above the
Gentile in salvation, but must be saved upon
the same terms of faith in Christ, and by the
same free grace of God. The same view was
declared by James, and agreed upon by the
council, so that the great question was settled,
and Gentiles were recognized as possessing the
same privileges in the Gospel as .F:ws

GOLDEN TEXT.

‘We believe that through the grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as
shey, Acts, 16, 11,

OUTLINE,

MOME READINGN,
M, The Conference at Jerusalem. Acts 15.

1-11.
Tu. The address of James, Acts 15, 12-21,

W. The decision of the council. Acts 15. 22-35,
Th. Paul’s account of the visit. Gal. 2. 1-10.
F. The Law and the Gospel, Gal, 3. 11-29

S, The Gospel for the Gentiles. Rom. 3.

19-31.
8. The two brothers. Luke 15. 25-32,

TiMe.—A.D. 50, while Claudius was emperor
of Rome ; Quadratus, prefect or Roman gov-
ernor of Syria ; Cumanns, procuator of Judea ;
Ananias, son of Nehedwus, high-priest of the
Jews. a

PBraces.—Antioch, in Syria, and Jerusalem,
the capital of Judea.

EXPLANATIONS, —Certain men — These were
narrow-minded Jews, Came down — From
Jerusalem to Antioch. See the map. The

brethren—The Gentiles, converted to Christ
from the worship of idols.  Circumeised—Made
members of the Jewish Church., Disscusion—
The apostles - would not admit that G.ntiles
must become Jews, for God had not commanded
it. o up to Jerusalem—As this was the mother
Church.  This question—Whether Gentiles
must become Jews in order to be Christians,
Brought on their way—The Chvrch sent them
as messengers. Phenice and Samaria—Coun-
tries between Antioch and Jerusalem. sneceived
of the Church—In a public meeting, God had
done withsthem—The salvation of the Gentiles,
Pharisees—Men who were very strict in obeying
Moses’ law. Disputing—Not quarrelling, but
difference of views. God made choice among us
—When Cornelius the centurion was converted.
Gentiles—People who were not Jews, Bare
them witness—Showing that their salvation was
real and true. Giving them the Holy Ghost—
With power to speak with new tongues. No
difference—God saves all men in the same way.,
Tempt ye God—Ask more than God asks, and
80 set up higher authority than God’s. A yoke
—The burden of obedience to all the law of

Moses.  Gruce of the Lord—God’s mercy in
I}ending salvation.  Saved—By believing in
Jesus,

LENSNON HYMNN,
No. 268, 8. 8. Hymnal.
Grace ! 'tis a charming sound.
800, Methodist Hymn-Book.

Sing to the great Jehovah’s praise !
All praise to him belongs ;

Who kindly lengthens out our days,
Demands our choicest songs.

No.

His providence hath brought us through
Another various year ;

We all with vows and anthems new
Before our God appear.

Father, thy mercies Yn.st we own,
Thy still continued care ;

To thee presenting, through thy Son,
Whate'er we have or are,

Our lips and lives shall gladly show
The wonders of thy love,

While on in Jesus’ steps we go
To see thy face above,
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No. 893, Methodist Hymn-Book.

While, with ceaseless course, the sun
Hasted through the circling year,

Many souls their race have run,
Never more to meet us here ;

Swiftly thus our fleeting days
Bear us down life’s rapid stream ;
Upward, Lord, our spirits raise ;
All below is but a dream

Thanks for mercies past feceive ;
Pardon of our sins renew ;

Teach us henceforth how to live
With eternity in view ;

Bless thy word to young and old ;
Fill us with a Saviour’s love ;
And when life’s short tale is told,
May we dwell with him above,

QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY,

1. A Difference, v. 1. What visitors
became teachers? Who had sent them? Gal,
2. 12. What did they teach? What had
Jesus taught about this? Mark. 16. 16,

2. A Discussion, v. 2-6. Who disputed
this teaching ? To what city were they sent ?
Who were to settle the (fi,slmte? hrough
what cities did they pass? What tidings made
the brethren glad ? Who received the delegates
at Jerusalem ? What report wasmade? Who
were offended ? What did they insist upon ?
Who were called together to settle the ques-
tion ?

3. A Decision, v. 7-11.—-Who was the
first speaker? To whom had he preached ?
What had followed their believing ? Chap. 10.
44, From whom was this a gift? What was
Peter's conclusion ? How alone can any be
saved ? Acts 16. 31.

TEACHINGS OF TIHE LENNON,
Where in this lesson do we find -

1. That good men sometimes differ in regard

to duty ?

2. ﬁmt the Holy Spirit is given to all
believers ?

3. That salvation is alike free to all ?

Tue LessoN Carecuism.—(For the entire
school). 1. Of what two classes of people was
the early Church composed? Jews and Gen-
tiles. 2. What did some Jewish Christians
demand ? That the Gentiles should become
Jews. 3. Towhom was the subject submitted ?
To_the Apostles and Church at Jerusalem
4. rlllg' what did Peter declare the Gentiles were
purified ? By faith. 5. How are both Jew
and Gentile saved ? Through grace,

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION, —Freedom from cere-
monial law.
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. A Difference, v. 1. What was the
question causing the difference? From what

party did it origiuvate? What®spirit did the
teaching show? What reason could be given
for such views? What would have been the
effect upon the Church of their acceptance ?

2. A Discussion, v. 2-6. Who took part
in the discussion? What was Paul’s view of
this subject? How did he state it in Gal. 5.6?
Why was the question taken to Jerusalem ?
Who accompenied Paul on the journey ? Gal.
2138

3. A Decision, v. 7-11. To what past
event did Paul refer, and why ? Acts 10. 44, 45.
How did this event settle the question in dis-

ute? How had God shown his acceptance of
the Gentiles? To what yoke did Peter here
refer? How are we free from that yoke? Gal.
5. 1.
PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,

Where does this lesson teach—

1. As the way to be saved ?
2. As the privilege of believers?
3. As to the freedom of disciples?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Who came from Antioch to Judea? Some
converted Jews. What did they teach the
Gentiles? That they should become Jews.
Why was such a teaching wrong? It made
salvation depend upon outward forms. What
is salvation ? The Lord’s free gift to us. Who
disputed with the Jews? Paul and Barnabas.
What did they decide to do? To go up to
Jerusalem. Whom did they wish to see? P[‘he
apostles. What was held when they reached
Jerusalem? A meeting of apostles and elders.
Why was such a meeting held? To settle the
question about the Gentiles. What Did Peter
tell them? That God made no difference
between Jews and Gentiles. Did they all
know this? Yes, they had seen the Spirit
%iven to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews.
What did Peter mean in speaking of putting a
yoke upon the neck of the disciples? Binding
them with laws and ceremonies. What was
Peter’s hope of salvation? The grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ. What does God look at?
The heart. *Thou God seest me.” What
does God ask of us? *“ Give Me thy heart.”

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.

We can do nothing to earn salvation. No
outward forms can save us. Jesus only can
save us, and therefore we must have Jesus.
“ For there is none other name under heaven
given among men whereby we must be saved.”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Keven Privileges of Bellevers.

I. A DivINE TRANSFORMATION.
Declaring the conversion of the Gentiles,

V.
“In Christ....a new creature,” 2 Cor,

5. 17.
“T make all things new.” Rev, 21. 5.
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II. THE JoY OF SALVATION.

Great joy unto all the brethren. v. 3.
“Fruit of the Spirit. . .gov." Gal, 5. 22.
“In thy presence....fulness of joy.”

Psa, 16. fl.
III. CarisTIAN FELLOWSHIP.

They were received of the Church. v. 4,
“We have fellowship one with another.”

1 John 1. 7.
“That they may be one.” John 17. 21.
IV, Tue WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT,
God....bare them witness, v. 5.
“ He that believeth....wi' css in him-
self.” 1 John 5. 10.
“The Spirit. . . . witness
Rom. 8. 16.
V. Tae Girr oF THE S
Giving them the Holy ihost. v. 8.
“The Holy Ghost fell on all them.”
Acts 10, 44, 7
“Ye shall receive .... Holy Ghost.”
Acts 2. 88.
VI. Purity oF HEART,
Purifying their hearts by faith. v. 9.
“God hath cleansed. .. .callnot. .. .com-
mon.” Acts 10. 15,
“ Sanctified in Christ Jesus, called. ...
saints.” 1 Cor. 1. 2.
VII. FreeEpoM FrROM Law.

Why....put a yolee upon the neck ? v. 10,

“Jerusalem....free .... mother of us
all.” Gal. 4. 26.
“Stand fast. .. .in the liberty.” Gal. 5, 1.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
How to be Saved.

1. All men bear with them the conscious-
ness of sin, and long for some way to be freed
from its burden here,and its results hereafter.

2, There is some way of salvation, the
right way divinely given, if among the strife
of men’s opinions it can be discovered. God
will have all men to be saved, and the very
disputes of men concerning it show that there
is some way. v. 1,2,

3. God'’s way of salvation for all men is one,
There cannot be one way for a Jew, another
for a Gentile ; all men must enter into life
upon the same terms,

4. Some men strive to make the essentials
of salvation consistin outward forms and ser-
vices, which are not the conditions and re-

- quirements of the Gospel. v. 1, 5.

5. The sole condition of salvation is faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ, apart from all the
works of the law. v. 9.

6. The evidence of acceptance hefore God
in salvation is the fruits of the Spirit. v, 8,

ith our spirit.”

CATECHINY QUENTION,
1. What do you mean by religion ?
Our whole duty to God our Creator.

2. How may you divide that duty ?

Into two parts: What we have to believe;
and what we have to do.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

I REMEMBER once watching, from a sick
couch, the erection of a house close at hand.
I saw the ground cleared, and the foundation
laid. I saw the walls, day by day, rising
higher and higher, until at length there was
little besides the roof wanting. The house,
now complete, is an agreeable and com-
modious dwelling. It has a large garden,
and stands in a pleasant situation. But i
should not like to live in it, Why not? I
saw the foundation' laid, and it struck me at
the time it was exceedingly slight. I should
not imagine that house to be very healthy or
very secure, The foundation is the most im-
portant part of the building,

But it is not all. After the foundation
must come the superstructure. The founda-
tion is laid for the very purpose of having
something erected on it. If no erection fol-
lows, its purpose is lost.

In the first of the four lessons arranged for
the present mouth, our attention is called to
the toundation of the Christian Church, the
basis on which must rest the hope and life of
every believer, The three others are taken
up with the superstructure of holy walk and
communication which should be erected upon
this basis,

The conference at Jerusalem was called for
the purpose of discussing the most important
of topics. The very being of the Church was
in danger.  We read in the pages of history
of many a besieged city which has baffled the
attempts of the enemy, and often, when the
besiegers had failed in every open assault,
they have changed their tactics and sought to
undermine the walls, and thus sap the very
foundation of the defences. This is what the
adversary of the Church was now seeking
to do. {Ie had sought to stifle it by sowing
‘“tares among the wheat” (in the case of
Ananias and Sapphira); he had endeavored
to stamp it out by persecution ; but never-
theless *believers were the more added unto
the Lord” (chap. 5. 14), and the work was
spreading among the Gentiles in distant lands.

e now tried to undermine the foundation,

What was the foundation of the Church ?
See what Peter preached on the day of Pente-
cost (chap. 2. 22, etc.), and afterward in the
temple (chap. 3. 13, etc.); what Philip
Ereached to the Samaritans (chap. 8. 5, 12);

eter to Cornelius and hie friends (chap, 10.
36, etc.); Paul and Barnabas at Antioch, in
Pisidia, at Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. Chap.
13, 23, 38, etc.; 14. 7. 21. The subject of all
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this preaching was Christ, his person, and his
finished work for sinners. This was “the
word of the Gospel ” (ver, 7), which the Gen-
tiles had heard and believed, and now, in
many a town far away from Jerusalem, there
was a little company bearing the name of
Christ, separated {rom idols, looking up to
God as their Father, and leading a new life.

How did the enemy threaten to disturb
this state of things? Not by the open opposi-
tion of foes, but %ﬂ the intrigues of seeming
friends. From Judea, whence the Gospel had
originally gone forth, there came down to
Antioch men professing to be teachers. They
had nothing to say against the hope and the
aim of the believers there. That was all
right—there was pardon for sinners, favor to
be found with God, a new life to be lived,and
a glorious hope for the future—but on what

round ? ot on the ground merely of

hrist's atoning death and resurrection—
“there,” they said, “you are wrong;” you
must become Jews and keep the law ; other-
wise there is no salvation for you.

When we bear in mind that these men
were no unbelievers, but Jews who had pro-
fessed faith in the Lord Jesus, and who be-
longed to the Church at Jerusalem, we can
see how great an influence they were likely
to have on the Gentile converts,

Now suppose that some Gentile had believed
this teaching, and had made haste to conform
to the Jewish law, and rested his hopes on
that, what would his life have become ! Not
a life of love to Christ, but a life of trying to
keep the law. And could he ever have kept
it? See what Peter says of the Jewish law,
“a yoke which neither our fathers nor we
were able to bear.” Ver. 10. What peace could
there be in a constant and fruitless struggle
to bear this yoke ? And when this life was
over, and the man nEpenred before God,
could he plead that he had tried to keep the
law? Would that plea be accepted? He
would find, then, that his hopes were in vain
and his life a miserable failure. And if this
teaching had been received in the Church
enerally the Church would have been a
ailure, a city whose foundations were de-
stroyed, without peace and without security.
How great, then, was the danger !

When the foundations of a city are threat-
ened, it is time for the defenders to be on the
alert, Paul and Barnabas saw the danger
and at once opposed these false teachers, and
})resenﬂy the scene of conflict was shifted
rom Antioch to Jerusalem, and the aposties
and elders there came together to consider the

t e question to be decided was this:
Was salvation to be had by faith in Christ
alone, or by the Jewish law?

The apostles themselves were Jews, and, as
such, were deeply attached to their own

laws and customs, Yet, what did Peter say
to them ?

His answer was that God had decided the
question. For, 1. He had commanded Peter
to preach the Gospel, not the law, to the
Gentiles ; 2. He had, given the Holy Spirit
to those Gentiles who believed ; 3, He had
“ purified ” their hearts by faith, so that their
salvation was an evident fact. Then were
there two ways of being saved—the one for a
Jew, through the law, and the other for a
Gentile, through Christ ? By no means, said
Peter ; we shall be saved “by the grace of
the Lord Jesus. . ..even, as they.”

Here the passage appointed for our lesson
comes to a stop, instead of going on to the end
of the conference, in order, erhaps, to call
attention to the bearing of the matter upon
ourselves,

1. A question for the New Year. Are you
on the sure foundation? As there was but
one then, so there is but one now. 1 Cor. 3,
11; 1 Pet. 2. 6.

2. A caution for the New Year. The enemy
has not ceased to try and undermine the
foundations, Beware lest he meddle with
you. Remember, “By grace are ye saved
through faith. .. .not of works.” Epz. )

3. A battle call for the New Year. If on
the foundation, you should be one of the
defenders.  Be on the alert. Be zealous for
the Gospel of Christ.* It is worth fightin
for, for it will never disappoint you, it wil
never fail you, it  will stand forever.” 1 Pet.
1. 25.

BEREAN METHODS.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class,

Notice the time, place, circumstances : Paul
and Barnabas at Antioch ; Jews and Gentiles
at peace in the Church, ete..... The false
brethren, who they were, whence they came,
their demand, and what it implied. ... What
similar requirements are made by some now ?
The disputation—who participated, the oppos-
ing views....What great principle was at
stake?....The journey, why taken, by whom,
route of travel (draw on map), places visited,
treatment of apostles. . . . The report, how pre-
sented and received. ... The conference, who
composed it, the question discussed....The
apostle’s advice, from whom it came, its char-
acter, its spirit, its wisdom....The result of
the conference, and what would have resulted
if it had decided otherwise. . . .See the Analy-
tical and Biblical Outline and Additional Prac-
tical Lessons for two lines of thought. . . What
evils of to-day are here rebuked 7 1. The ex-
pectation of ealvation through forms, rites,

, and bership in the Church ;

2. Narrow sectarian spirit ; 3. High churchly
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pretensions ; 4. Formal, instead of heart,
religion. ... What type of Christianity is here
shown and recommended 1. . . . ILLUSTRATION.
The story of Martin Luther climbing up
Pilate’s Staircase at Rome on hie® knees,
hoping to earn thereby the fgrgiveness of his
sins, Half way up he seemed to hear a voice
saying, “The just shall live by faith :” paused,
rose, stood erect, and walked down, free and
happy in the consciousness of salvation by
faith alone,

References. FostEr's CYCLOPEDIA OF
ILLusTRATIONS. Prose, 84, Ver. 1: Prose,
7017. Ver. 3 : Prose, 8942. Ver. b : Prose,

8819. Ver. 7: Poetical, 3456. Ver. 8:
Poetical, 1807, Ver. 10 : Prose, 7018....
FreeMaN’s Hanp-Book. Ver. 5: The Phari-

sees, 693,

Primary and Intermedinte,
BY M, V. M.
LessoN TrHouGHT. “No difference.”

For the Blackboard : Print “Jew ” at one
end of the board, “Gentile” at the other.
Beneath one ““ Law,” beneath the other “ Gos-
pel.” Between make a yoke, and below print
“Christ is the end of the Law.”

JEW AND GENTILE.

Draw from children the difference between
the two, showing that God made both alike,
gave to both alike, loved both alike, ete., but
that they did not think alike, therefore did
not love one another, Was this right 1 No,
for God says, “There isno difference.” Make
practical application, showing that God cares
nothing x\Buut outside differences of color,
dress, education, or position, but that he looks
to see if there is love in the heart which
comes out in the life, Show that we shall
treat people kindly if we love them, and tell
how the Jews and Gentiles treated one
another. What was lacking in their hearts ?

THE GREAT MEETING,

Let children tell what Paul and Barnabas
had been doing. Recall Peter’s vision, and
see if its meaning is understood, and teach
that the preaching of the cross broke down
the wall between the Jews and Gentiles, as if
a high wall between two families which had
no intercourse was taken down, and they be-

u to talk, eat, travel, and worship together !

ell how some of the Jewish Christians
thought that this would be wrong, and there-
fore this great meeting was held, Link Jew
and Gentile together on the board, showing
that some wanted to keep them separted, and
print “ Christ” midway between “Law ” and
* Gospel,” uniting three words by a light line,
and showing how the one ends in Him where
the other begins, Teach that the Pharisees
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wanted to put the yoke of the law upon the
Gentile Christians, and then give Peter'’s
speech in simple words, making clear that all
are alike in God's sight, and that he cares
nothing for outward ceremonies unless the
heart is filled with love to him.

THE YOKE OF BONDAGE,

Show what a yoke means, and tell who
breaks the yoke of sin, and how he does it—
by putting his own yoke upon us of love and
obedience. Teach Whisper Song, and help
children to see that it is not what we do that
helps, but what Jesus does, living in us and
working through us.

Blackboard.

BY J. B, PHIPPS, BSQ.

CHRlST CAMp

'ro PROCLAIM LIBERTY
mMoYNIAL

7,4[ |
L (M_//bl'_(“‘(fr

,,'(U MAY WALK IN THE
~ "BROAD WAY QF FAITH

C, f

Expranarion. The broken yoke repre-
sents the ceremonial law. The Jewish
teachers wanted to lay the yoke on the
Church, but Peter showed that Christ came
to proclaim liberty, and that both Jew and
Gentile were to be saved through our Lord
Jesus Christ. The lines at the bottom of the
diagram represent the broad road of faith in
which all peoples everywhere may walk.

QESTIONS FOR REVIEW. What is meant by
ceremonial law? What is a yoke? Where
does the word occur in the lesson? Why is
it represented as broken? What is the top
sentence? What is meant by the broad way
of faith ?  'Who are included in all 1

Lesson Word-Pletures,

What are those men saying who, having
gathered a little audience, are shaking their
heads with a very positive flourish and assert-
ing something in very positive tones? Get
close up to the circle of listeners, into it, and
hold your ears open. What do they say ?
“ Except ye be circumcised after the manner
of Moses, ye cannot be saved !” Abominable
utterance ! Christ coming, living, dying for
nought ! A mark in the flesh of the disciples
worth more than all the Calvary-marks in the
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great Master's body ! Those men are making
trouble, They stir up strife, and to quiet it,
Paul and Barnabas say, “ We will go us to
Jerusalem,” They have gone, all day riding
on their patient mules toward the holy cit{.
They reach Samaria. They may be slowly
riding through its streets at the dusky twi-
light-hour, wondering where they may pass
the night. Is that the house of some Gaius
they are nearing? And there he stands in
the very door, his heart as open as his door,
erying with outstretched hands, *Come in,
ye blessed of the Lord !” Precious is Chris-
tian hospitality ! And if the Church came
together that night, the Stephens, the Marks,
the Marthas, the Maries of Samaria, what
kindlingof zeal in theirfaces and a still warmer
glow in their hearts, as the apostles told of
the wonderful conversion of the Gentiles !
Jerusalem next ! How home-like i‘e streets,

and how many homes opened wide their doors
to let the beloved of the Lord come in | Now
step into this gathering of the Church that,
electrified by the good news of salvation for
all, talk next of that miserable little circum-
cision questio. Look around. That man
with the cool, deliberate, practical® face, of
course, is James. The brother who seems to
be looking afar, with the face of the seer, the
poet, the philanthropist, must be John. And
the man who is now getting up to speak, the
brother that feels quick, tnlﬁs quick, acts
quick, with a good deal of heart underneath,
if there may not be always the coolest head
above, is—Peter. A warm heart and a wise
head, though, are in this grand utterance con-
cerning circumcised and uncircu.ncised, “But
we helieve that through the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as—
they.” Brave-hearted, broad-minded Peter !

—— - D P
LESSON IL—HEARING AND DOING.
James 1. 16-27.

A.D. 50.]

rethren.
17 Every good gift and every
v— perfect gift is from above, and
& cometh down from the Father of
lights, with @ whom it no vari-
ableness, neither shadow of turn-

16 Do not 3 beloved
-w-ow " ot err, my belo

ing.
a'Num, 23, 19 ;glhl. 3. 6.

18 Of b his own will begat he us with the
word of truth, that we should be a kind of
first-fruits ¢ of his creatures,

bJohn 1, 13; 1 Cor. 4.15; 1 Peter 1, 23,——¢ Jer. 2,
3; Rev. 14, 4,

19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every
man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to
wrath :

20 For the wrath of man worketh not the f
righteousness of God.

21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the ingrafted word, ¢ which is able
to save your souls.

d Acts 13. 26; Rom. 1. 16; 1 Cor. 15. 2; Eph. 1. 13;
Titus 2. 11; Heb. 2. 8; 1 Peter 1. 9.

#4722 But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own selves,

#4723 For e if any be a hearer of the word,
and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding
his natural face in a glass :

e Luke 6. 47,

#4724 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth
his way, and straightway forgetteth what man-
ner of man he was,

2#°25 But fwhoso looketh into the perfect
law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work,
this g man shall be blessed in his a deed.

/2 Cor. 8, 18,——g John 18, 17,——a Or, doing.
26 If any man among you seem to be re-
igious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiv-
eth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain,

[Jan. 13.

27 Pure religion and undefiled before God
and the Father is this, To 4 visit the fatherless
and widows in their afiliction, iand to keep
himself unspotted from the world.

h1sa. 1. 16 ; 1 Tim. 1. 5.——1i Rom, 12. 2,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Among the three pillars of the Apostolic
Church (Gal. 2. 9.) beside the ardent Peter and
the thoughtful John, looms up the solemn and
stately form of James the Just. He was held
in reverence as the son of Joseph and Mary,
and therefore ‘‘the Lord’s brother,” as the
leader of the Church in Jerusalem, and above
all as the disciple of unbending rectitude and
faithful obedience to the law. We are told

| that his knees were calloused from bowing in

prayer, that he ever wore the white garments
of a priest, that he abode day and night in the
temple praying for his people, and that he was
honoured for his purity and devotion by un-
believing as well as believing Jews. Though
the reccgnized leader of the Jewish element in
early Christianity, he was broad enough in his
views to endorse the work of Paul among the
Gentiles, To the Jews throughout the world
who had received Jesus as the Christ, and whom
he recognized as the true ‘‘ twelve tribes,” he
wrote this epistle. It presents duties of the
Gospel, rather than its experience or its doc-
trines. It ells disciples what they ace to do,
what they are to be, the life to be lived, the
work to be wrought. And its rebukes and ex-
hortations came with all the greater impressive-
ness from one whose life was the pattern of all
that he taught. In this section he bids his
brethren remember the honour they bore as the
first-fruits of the world’s salvation, and calls
upon them to avoid self-assertion, showing
meekness in the reception of the word, rather
than eagerness in proclaiming their own views
of it. He bids them not only listen in the
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synagogue, but show forth the word in them-
selves among men. Ten years after this time
the faithful witness, true ‘to his people to the
last, was slain in the temple in the scenes of
riot which foreshadowed the destruction of the
city and the extinction of the Jewish state.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICASL,
NOTEN,

Verse 16, Do not err. Rev. Ver., */Be
not deceived.” The apostle is here placing the
Jewish Christians upon their guard against the
error that God is the author of sin, and re-
sponsible for the evils in the world, M
beloved brethren, }e¢ addresses in this
epistle those Jews who had embraced Jesus as
tﬁe Christ, a section of the Church of which
James was the recognized leader.

17. Bvery good gift. He means to show
that God is tFYe author of good, and the Father
of us all, and not the fickle divinity of the hea-
then. Every perfect gift. ** Perfect boon,”
Rev. Ver. In the original the word translated
‘“ gift " is not the same in, the two clauses. One
may mean ‘‘the act of giving;” the other,
‘“the boon given.” 1. God's gifts are good in
their motive and their nature. From above,
As the bubbling spring shows a higher source,
80 the blessings of Yife reveal a heavenly origin,
The father. The word is here used in its
Hebrew sense of source or origin. Of lights,
The heavenly bodies, sun, moon, and stars, are
here referred to. 2. As God is the author of
light, he cannot be the prince of darkness in the
moral world. No variableness, neither
shadow. While the heavenly lights grow
dim, and darkness and night succeed each
other, there is no change in God, the Sun be-
hind the sun. 3. Let us rest our hearts in the
one stable spot in the universe, the heart of
od,

18. Of his own will. Here is another
evidence of God's goodness, that the blessing of
salvation was given out of his own will, from
love to men. Begat he. Revised Version,
‘“Brought us forth.” We are the children of
God, the princes of the royal family, in the

roudest position among the sons of men. Us,
&’e must keep in mind that this Epistle of
James was addressed especially to Jewish
Christians. These, despised by their fellow
Jews as followers of the Nazarene, he reminds
that they are the most highly honoured of men,
not only as the children of (God, but also as
those chosen first of all the world in the New
Dispensation. With the word of truth.
The Gospel message which brings to men a new
life and new heart First-fruits of his
creation. The first sheaf of the harvest was
consecrated to God by the Jewish farmer. So
James reminds the Jewish disciples, that in the
great harvest of the world’s salvation they are
the first-fruits,

19. Wherefore. Rev. Ver., “Ye know
this.” He appeals to their knowledge of the

facts which he has just asserted, and then turns
to another subject—their conduct in the assem-
blies for worship, and their use of the word as
taught. Swift to hear, slow to speak.
This, though good advice for all men, refers
especially to the Jewish disciples when gathered
in their synagogues. We saw in the last lesson
that the Jewish faction in the Church were
inclined to be turbulent and headstrong. James
exhorts them to an earnest listening and a care-
ful utterance. *‘Speech is silver and silence is
sold,” says the proverb. Slow to wrath.
Why is this injunction here given? Perha
because there are no controversies more bitter
than those on doctrinal questions of religion,
and one most important was then in process of
settlement—the question of Gientile membershi
in the Charch, upon which many of the Jewisﬁ
disciples had very decided opinions. 4. Let us
seek the calm and sober spirit when we talk of
the things of God.

°
20. The wrath of man. A passionate
spirit, like that of unregenerate men, is some-
times shown by the adherents of a good cause.
‘Worketh not the righteousness of
Does not carry forward the kingdom of
God, and does not help to establish righteous-
ness in the earth, 5. How often a noble cause
is injured by the intemperate zeal of its pro-
moters ! 6. Let us seek to make others
righteous by being righteous.

21. Wherefore, The key to this verse
is in the word engrafted, which the Rev.
Ver. more properly translates implanted. The
heart is compared to a ground which must be
cleared and cleansed of all evil growth before
the good seed of the kingdom can be planted in
it. y apart. Rev.%’er., ‘‘Putting away.”
Filthiness and superfluity of naught-
iness. The latter clause is better translated
in Rev. Ver. by “overflowing of wickedness,”
We must put out of our heart all evil, which in
God’s sight is filthgand defiling, and makes the
life overflow with sin; we must lay aside the
contentious and self-asserting spirit rebuked in
the previous verses, and receive with
meekness the word of life. The en-
grafted word. Rev. Ver., “The implanted
word.” Not here like a graft on a tree, but
like a seed in the soil. 7. We should take the
word of life to our hearts as the good ground
takes the seed into its bosom.

22. Doers of the word. To bea doer
is more than to do, for it is ** to make the doing
an occupation, a business,” 8. It should be
our first work in life to put into practice the
principles of God’s word. Not hearers
only. That is, hearers who do not obey., 9.
Are there not many such sitting in the pews,
and listening to the word? Deceiving. Rev.
Ver,, ‘“‘deluding.” Your own gelves,
People imagine that there is some saving virtue
in church-going and Bible-reading, but ey are
self-deceived. 10. No man was ever yet saved

merely because he loved to hear good preaching,
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23. Beholding his natural faoe.l

Literally, ““‘the face of his birth,” the face
which he has carried from his birth, and yet
continually forgets. In a glass. Rev. Ver.,
“In a mirror.” The ancient mirrors were not
of glass, but polished metal, in which the face
eonﬁd be seen dimly. So when a sinner hears
the Gospel, he sees the image of his own sins,
and for a time is stirred to conviction,

24. Beholdeth himself. The law of
God reveals to a man what he is, and makes
him, though unwillingly, gaze upon his true
condition. Straightway forgetteth. Few
people really retain in mind the recollection
of their own faces; as when one sees a form
walking toward him, and is surprised to find
it is himself in a mirror- So many people are
stirred in conscience at seeing their sins, but
soon forget their condition I they neglect
their duty.

25. Whoso looketh into. This is a
stronger word than beholdeth. It means
“‘bending over and looking down,” an earnest
contemplation, which is not followed by forget-
fulness. 11. We should not only glance at,
but look into and meditate upon, God’s will.
The perfect law of liberty. The Rev.
Ver. is incomparably better, ‘‘the perfect law,
the law of liberty.” The law which, when
contemplated in the true light, shows itself to
be perfect, and therefore no burder, but liberty
to the rightly constituted nature. It is strange,
but true, that the most complete obedience to
God’s will is the most complete freedom. 12,
Only that law is perfect which gives this sense
of freedom to those who obey it. Blessed in
his deed. In the very doing of obedience he
shall find a blessing®

26. Seem to be. Rather, as Rev. Ver.,
““thinketh himself to be;” for it is not only one
who seems to others a sincewe worshipper, but
who believes himself to be one. Religious.
The idea is not of religion in its inward essence,
but its outward manifestation; and perhaps
worshipful would express it. Bridleth not
his tongue. The apostle comes back to the
thought of verses 19 and 20 ; and tells us that
the true worshipper of God will control his
temper, as a horse is held with bit and bridle,
Reﬁgion is vain., Not that real religion of
the heart is ever vain, but that this externality
and form is of no value unless it influence his
character.

27. Pure religion. The meaning is that
the worshipful habit (for that is the meaning of
religion here) is pure in its motive and undefiled
in its character, if it results in doing good and
in being good. Is this. Not that this is
religion, but that it is the outflowing of religion.
Visit the fatherless and widows. Here
named for all deeds of mercy, as these two
classes in the East are peculiarly helpless,
Unspotted from the world. The whole
world round the Christian tends to the defile-

ment of his character, and he must watch to
keep it clean,
GOLDEN TEXT,
Be ye doers of the word and not hearers
only., James 1,22,
OUTLINE,
1. The Father ol; Lights, ver, 16-20.

2. The Law of Liberty, v. 21.25,
3. The Pure Religion, v. 26, 27,

HOME READINGS,

M. Hearing and doing. James 1. 16-27.

Tu. Patience under trial. James 1. 1-15.

W. The hearer and the doer. Matt. 7. 15-27,
Th. The true service, Isa. 58, 1-11.

F. The good ground. Luke 8. 4-15,

8. Love in deeds. 1John 3. 10-18,

8. The test of conduct. Matt. 25. 31-46,

LESSON HVYMNS,
No. 89, S. S. Hymnal.
Work, for the night is coming.

No. 90, 8. S. Hymnal.
There is work to do for Jesus.

No. 88, S. S. Hymnal.
Rescue the perishing.

Time.—A. D. 50, soon after the events of the
last lesson. For rulers, etc., see Lesson I.
Some commentators give the time as eleven
years later.

Prace.—This epistle was written from Jeru-
salem by James, the Lord’s brother, to the
Jewish disciples of Christ throughout the
Roman Empire.

ExpPLANATIONS.—Do not err—Be careful to
avoid wrong views of God and duty. Gift is
JSrom above—God gives nothing but good tosmen,
for he loves us. Father of lights—God, who is
here compared to the sun, shedding its beams
abroad. Shadow of turning—The day turns to
night, but God is lifht always. Begat he us—
God has made us his children, giving us the
right to be sons of God. First.fruits—The first
sheaf of harvest was given to God, so all
believers are God’s own children.  Wherefore—
Because we are God’s and should be like him,
Slow to speak—We should hear more than we
say. Slow to wrath—We should not let our-
selves yield to anger. Worketh not the right-
eousness—No person in anger will do God's will,
Lay apart—Give up and turn away from. Super-
fluity of naughtiness—* Abounding wickedness”
is the meaning. JIngrafted word—Or, the im-
planted word, in our hearts as seed is sown.
Doers of the word—We must obey God’s word,
as well as hear it. Deceiving—Any one is
deceived who thinks he can be saved without
obeying the truth. Beholding—Looking at his
own face in a mirror. Forgetteth—People are
always forgetting just how they look ; so does
every one who hears his duty but does it not.
Per_/{cl law of liberty—God’s law, which gives
freedom to all who obey it from the heart.
Blessed in his deed—He will find a blessing in

obeying God’s word. Religious—One may seem,
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but not be, religious, Bridieth not his tongue—
How many cannot keep from angry words,
Deceiveth—He mistakes if he thinks himself
religious,  Pure religion—These are the acts to
which pure religion lead. Visit—To help all in
need.  Unspotted—Without wickedness,

QUENTIONS FOR HOME NTUDY.

1. The Father of Lights, v. 16-20.
What exhortation does God, give? Whence
comes all the good we receive? Who is the
iver? Who is meant by the * Father of

ights?”  What is his character? What three
things does the apostle advise to every disciple?
What does an angry man fail to go? Why
should we avoid angry people? Prov. 22. 24, 25,

2. The Law of Liberty, ver, 21-25.
What should we put away? How are we to
receive the word of God? ~What is this word
able to do? What is our duty to the word?
What should we avoid? To what is a “hearer”
likened ? What is the word called here? How
shall doers be rewarded ? To whom does Jesus
liken ““doers?” Matt. 7. 24.

8. The Pure Reli‘gion, v. 26, 27. What
is a mark of false profession? What are the
marks of pure religion? How may we be kept
‘‘unspotted ?”” 1John 1. 7.

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
Where does this lesson teach—

1. The need of watching our tongue ?
2. The duty of obedi to God’

iod’s d?
3. Our duty toward the Lord’s poor ?

TuE Lrsson Catecrism, — (For the entire
school). 1. From whom do we receive every
ood and perfect gift? From the Father.
. How should we receive the word? With
meekness, 3. What should we be? Doers of
the word. 4. When is religion vain? When
the tongue is not bridled. 5. What is pure
religion and undefiled before God? To visit
the afflicted and live uprightly,

DoctrINAL SucarsTiON,—Practical religion.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Father of Lights, v. 16-20. By

whom, when, and for what purpose was this
epistle written? Who was its author? What
reason for hearing and doing the word is given
in verse 17? How should we hear and speak ?

2. The Law of Liberty, v. 21-25. In
what spirit should we receive God's word?
What is the word here called? v. 21. How
does the word save our souls? Why should
we do as well as hear the word? To what is
the mere hearer likened, and wherein? What
illustration of this is found in Rev. 3. 14, 172
What law is here spoken of, and what is it
called ?

3. The Pure Religion, v. 26, 27. What
shall be the result of doing as well as hearing ?
What is the prevailing trait of a vain religion ?
How is a genuine religion shown ?

PRACTICAL
What are liere shown—

TEAUCHINGS,

1. As the characteristics of a false religion ?
2. As the characteristics of a true religion ?
3. As the results of a true religion ?

QUENTIONS FOR YOUNGEKR
SCHOLARS,

Who is_the Father of lights? God our
Father. What does he send down to us?
Every good and perfect gift. Why does he
ﬁieve us the “word of truth?” That we ma

saved bfy it. What does this show? His
great love for us. How should we receive his
word? Humbly and gladly. What is a doer
of the word? One who obeys God. How may
we deceive ourselves? By thinking that we do
when we only hear. What is the ** erfect law
of liberty ?”" The law of love, ose law is
this? God’s law. Who are blessed in their
acts? Those who continue in the law of love,
What is it to bridle the tongue? To control it,
What kind of words will a Christian s k ?
True and loving words. Who will the hris-
tian try to cheer? The lonely ones. What
will he seek to do? To keep himself unspotted
from the world,

WORDS WITH LITYLE PEOPLE
Doers of the Word—

Believe that it is God’s word,
That he speaks to them,
That he expects them to follow it

‘ All that the Lord hath said will we do, and
be obedient.”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Christian in Various Relations,

I. IN RELATION TO GoD.
The Falhe; of Lights. ...begat he us. v,
17, 18.
“Power to become the sdns of God.”
John 1. 12,
“Not of corruptibie seed, but of incor-
ruptible. 1 Pet. 1. 23,

IL._IN RELATION T0 THE TONGUE,
Slow to speak, slow to wrath,
‘““He that refraineth his lips is wise.”
Prov. 10. 19.
“Slow to anger....better than the
mighty.” Prov. 16. 32
ITI. IN RELATION TO THE WORD.
Receive with meekness the engrafted
word. v. 21, . .
“ Honest and good heart. . . .bring forth
fruit.” Luke 8. 15,
“The holy Scriptures. . make thee wise.”
2 Tim. 3. 15.
IV. IN RELATION To CONDUCT.
Be ye doers of the word. v, 22.
“Not every one. .. .but he that doeth. ’
Matt. 7. 21.
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“Doers of the law shall be juétiﬁed.”
Rom. 2. 13.

V. IN RELATION TO WORSHIP.
Seem to be religious....this man’s re-

ligion. v. 16.

“Who shall abide in thy tabernacle?”
Psa. 15. 1.

“ Offer the sacrifices of righteousness.”
Pes 4 8

VI. IN RELATION TO THE SUFFERING.
To visit. ...in their affliction. v. 27.
“To deal thy bread to the hungry.” Isa.

$8.7. : .
“Let us not love in word....but in
deed.” 1 John 3. 18.°

VII. IN RELATION TO THE WORLD.
To keep himself unspotted from the world.
v. 27.
“Be th conformed to this world.”
Rom. 12. 2.
“Friendship of the world....enmity
with God.” James 4. 4.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONN,
The Law of Liberty.

1. The law of liberty calls \:pon us, first of
all, to see God in histrue relation toward us,
as our loving Father, constant in his love,
and abundant in blessing. v. 17, 18.

2. The law of liberty calls upon us to exer-
cise self-mastery, to hold passion in check,
and to hear others candidly, without being
eager and self-asserting in uttering our
views, since God’s cause is never furthered
by a spirit of controversy. v. 19, 20.

3. The law of liberty calls us to a spirit of
meekness and teachableness in relation to
the word of life, which we are not to make a
subject of strife, but a means of salvation,
by taking it to our hearts. v. 21.

4. The law bf liberty requires us not only
to hear the word, but to be doers of it ;
making practical obedience to God’s will
the chief business of life. v. 22-25.

5. The law of liberty requires us not only
to be worshipful in demeanor, but to show
the sincerity of our worship by doing good
and being good. v. 26, 27.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

3. Who is the great Teacher of religion ?
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Redeemer
4. What do you call his religion ?
Christianity. *

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY BARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

IN the last lesson*we considered the foun-
dation of the Christian Church and of the

the two succeeding lessons we have to look
at the superstructure. And we do so under
the guidance of the apostle who appears to
have presided over the Church at Jerusalem,
and whose verdict, agreeing as it did with
that of Peter, brought to a decisive issue the
conference there sssembled. The account
of that conference shows us that James,
“the Lord’s brother (Gal. 1. 19,) was an
eminently practical man. Acts 15. 13-20.
And we find, accordingly, that he who was
decided and firm about the foundation of
the Christian Church was equally clear and
unhesitating as to the superstructure to be
raised upon it.

Upon the occasion of that meeting at
Jerusalem we are told that James, Peter, and
John, recognizing the divine commission
was specially and chiefly “unto the circum-
cision.” Gal. 2. 9. And so we find James
writing, probably at an early date, to the
“twelve tribes which are of the Dispersion;”
that is, to those Israelites scattered abroad
in foreign lands who had believed the Gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Chap. 2. 1.

For, a Jew to become a believer in Jesus
was a change which it is difficult for us to
conceive. The law of Moses had indeed
been given as a “tutor” to bring men unto
Christ. Gal. 3. 24. But instead of recogniz-
ing its true nature, and looking forward to
the coming of that One who could alone
satisfy the requirements of God and the
cravings of the human soul, the Jew had
rested in the law, and looked for salvation
by it.  So the young ruler, imagining that
he had kept all the commandments of God
“from his youth up,” could ask in confident
self-righteousness, “What lack 1 yet?”
(Matt. 19. 20) although his conscience
stirred him to the thought that perhaps
there was yet some “good thing” to be
done, if he wounld be sure of eternal life. The
acceptance of the Gospel was a complete
reversion of all this, and the believer in
Christ gave up the idea of being saved by
his own doings, and received salvation as a
free gift through the atoning death and
merits of him in whom he believed.

The Jews of Jerusalem found it difficult,
as we have seen, to give up altogther their
trust in the law. But with those scattered
in foreign countries it was different. Since
faith, not works, was the condition of salva-
tion, they began to rest in their faith. Since
good works were no longer to be their title
to eternal life, they began to undervalue
them. Content with having the foundation
laid, they became careless as to the super-
structure.

James saw the mistake they made, and
wrote his epistle for the purpose of correct-

faith of each individual believer. In this and

ingit. And after giving his sympathy and
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advice with respect to the trials and tempta-
tions to which they were continually ex-
posed, he proceeds at once to the matter
which lay on his heart—that they should be
“doers of the word, and not hearers only.”
And he presses this upon them by three
illustrations.

1. That of a gift.

Imagine a man whose whole property has
been destroyed by fire, who has escaped
himself, but the loss of everything he pos-
sessed. Then he is forlorn and destitute
in the world, hard work and poverty before
him. Is there anything that could make a
man of him, and set him at once on the road
to comfort and prosperity? Yes, a gift will
do it. Let an estate be given him, or a busi-
ness made over to him, or a sum of money
be placed to his account, and his fortunes
may soon be retrieved. Hut how? By the
use of the gift. As long as the estate lie un-
cared for, or the business neglected, or the
money allowed to lie idle, he will be none
the better for it.

And so to fallen, ruined man, there comes
a gift for the purpose of making him a new
creature in order to raise him from the con-
dition of a beggar to that of a prince, a son
of God. 1 Sam. 2. 8; John 1. 12. “Of his
own will begat he us with the word of truth,”
““the word of the Gospel” (see the last les-
son) concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. This
is a “good” and “perfect” gift coming
from above. Ver. 17. But it must be used.
If 2 man continues to live as a beggar, of
what use is it that he has been made a
prince ?

2. That of a power,

Suppose that a man neglects his estate, or
his business, so no profit comes from it. He
might plead that he had not power to im-
prove it; that he was a helpless sufferer,
unfit for work of any kind. And such a plea
would be valid. But if at the same time an
infallible means of cure be given him,
strength and vigor and ability for work
may become his. But on what condition ?
On this condition : that the cure be re-
ceived and used. Otherwiseit will avail him
nothing.

And the “word of the Gospel” is not
merely a gift, where a man is raised to a
position of dignity and blessing ; it is power
entering into the heart. Itis “the implanted
word, able to save your souls.” “1I saw sal-
vation,” said a young girl speaking of the
moment when she heard the “word of the
Gospel,” and her heart opened to receive
the gracious gift of God, “ but I did not see
the life.” The word told her that Christ had
died for her sins—that she believed ; it told
her also that she ought to lead a new life—
and ho\; to do that she could not tell. But

receiving the word “ with meekness” she
soon found that it was a power,able to save,
not only from the old condition of guilt, but
from the old life of self. Thus receiving it,
she becomes a doer of the word.

3. That of a mirror.

The glass in which a man beholds him-
self shows him when anything is wanting to
his appearance which may be supplied. He
may look and forget, or he may look and act
accordingly. Unless he do the latter the
mirror is of no use to him.

The “word of the Gospel” comes to raise
a man to the position of a “ Son of God ;”
to give him power to liveas a “Son ot God,”
and to show him what is lacking to his ap-
pearance and life as a “son of God.”
Thus it is a gift, a power, and a mirror, but
only effectual when used—done as well as
heard.

If a sick man, in rags, were to boast that
he possessed a fine estate, an infallible
means of cure, and a mirror to show him
what he ought to be, it would be hard to
credit his story. Itis as hard to believe that
he who is not a “doer of the word” has ever
really received it.

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the 'l'ﬂ\rllwrn‘ Meeting and the
"lass,

Let the lesson be read in both versions,the
old and the Revised ; one section of the
teachers’ meeting reading a verse from the
old version, and another, or a single reader,
giving the same verse from the new. Notice
the corrections of the Revised Version. ...
Keep in mind James’ purpose, not to speak
of the Gospel in its essence as an experience,
but in its outward aspect as a life. . . . Define
the use of the following expressions, and
their special reference in this lesson: #ather
of lights; shadow of turning ; first-fruits
of his creatures; righteousness of God
superfluily of naughtiness; engrafted word;
JSace in a glass ; law of liberty; pure re-
ligion, etc. ... Taking the Golden Text as
the key, notice first, what things are for-
bidden, taking up the verses in order, and
observingits probabilities . .Then,whatthings
are here required. . Or, take the law of “liber-
ty,” and see what are the principles of life
which it suggests, as here illustrated. (See
Additional Practical Lessons). ...Our lesson
shows the servant of Christ in various rela-
tions, as shown in the Analytical and Bibli-
cal Outline....A good way to begin the
lesson in the class would be by showing a
small hand - mirror, and talking about
it, as in verses 22-25....ILLUSTRATION,
The wife of a drunkard once found her
husband in filthy condition, with torn
clothes, matted hair, bruised face, asleep in
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the kitchen, having come home from a
drunken revel. She sent for a photcgrapher,
and had a portrait of him taken in all his
wretched appearance, and placed it on
the mantel beside another portrait taken at
the time of his marriage, which showed him
handsome and well-dressed, as he had been
in other days. When he became sober he
saw the two pictures, and awakened to a
consciousness of his condition, from which
he arose to a better life. Now, the office of
the law is not to save men, but to show them
their true state as compared with the divine
standard. It is like a glass, in which one
seeth “ what manner of man he is.”

Primary and Intermediate.
BY 4.V. M,

LEessoN , THOUGHT. Doers of the Word.
OBJECTS, A Bible, a small hand-glass.

HEARING.

Talk about hearing, how we hear, when,
where, etc., showing that we do not hear
unless there be sound, and our attention is
gained. Ask how children know what mother
wants them to do. They hear her speak,
So, if we are to learn what God wants, we
must watch to hear what he says. Tommy
was playing with his blocks in mamma’s
room. Mamma said, “ Tommy, please go
in the next room and get my foot-stool.”
Tommy did not move. She spoke again,
and then again. Still Tommy did not look
up. What could be the matter? Was Tommy
deaf? No, but he did not want to hear, for
he was building a pretty block-house, and
wanted to finish it. Justso God often speaks
to his children, and they do not hear because
they do not want to stop their own work,
Then God has to speak in some other way,
as mamma did to Tommy.

DOING.

How could Tommy have showed that he
heard his mamma’s voice? By doing what
she asked him to do. How can we show that
we hear God’s voice? By doing what he tells
us todo. Call out some things that he tells
us to do, as “ Remember the Sabbath day
to keep it holy,” “Love one another,”
“ Bless them that curse you,” etc., and teach
that if we hear these, or any of the words of
Jesus, and do not do them, we deny God, as
Tommy denied his mother’s authority,
Speak of ways in which children fail to do
these commands quoted, and show that
there is no blessing promised to those who
do not obey God. Call child to look into
hand-glass, and ask a moment later if he
remembers how he looks. We forget very

easily how we look, and just so easily we
forget to do as God tells us.

Show Bible,
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and read verse 25, giving the meaning in
simple words.

HOW CAN WE OBEY,

Read verse 17, and make heart on the
board, in which print “ Obedient.” Teach
that we all have hearts that prefer to disobey,
but the obedient heart is the gift of God, and
can only be obtained by asking for it. Who
may have it? Any one who will ask with
faith that God keeps his word. Teach that
the ear which hears is God’s gift, as well as
the heart which obeys. Teach, “I will
watch to see what he will say unto me.”

Hab. 2. 1.
Blackboard.

BY J. B, PUIPPS, BSQ,

HEARING - P,
BELIEVING CTTYYE
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These three golden links bind the true
Christian to the word of God—hearing his
word, believing his word, doing his will.

SEARC&

*szgzgibo
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G0oD’s WORD

Either of these two diagrams will illus-
trate a part of the lesson. One teaches the
duty of hearing and doing in connection with
the word of God ; the other that an un-
spotted heart and a charitable hand make
pure religion,

///\0

The dead limb is faith without works—
lifeless, fruitless.
Lesson Word-Pletures,

Timothy All Ears. Nobody in the church
is a better listener. Strange ministers notice
his steadfast attention and are comforted by
the thought of the powerful impression made
on one soul at least. Such capacious reser-
voirs of truth as are those ears, holding all
the minister can pump intothem ! And yet
you don't like a certain kind of insincerity
in Timothy's face, a hard, cold, self-con-
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tained look from the eyes that suggest two
blue marbles, There is also a suspicious,
excitable flash occasionally from those mar-
ble eyes, as it some hot fire might be burn-
ing under their cold surface. Sunday closes
and Timothy has been pumped full of pre-
cept and commandment. He certainly
knows what to do. He has had a look at
himself in the Scripture glass and nobody
can say, “ miserable sinner,” more unctu-
ously than Timothy. Monday morning
opens. Hark! What is that talk in the
house at the corner ? What man is throwing
round his irascible words like hot coals
kindling strife at home in every direction?
Follow him into the street. He has met a
neighbour, and in his careless talk startles

ou by an indecent jest sent from his lips.

lainly, he has slipped the bridle off from his

tongue, and he lets it run lawlessly. Now
track him into his store. Here comes the
widow Blackshawl, and in her feeble voice
she is pleading for a little extension of time
in meeting a money obligation. No, her
creditor has only a hand of ice with which
he grips her soul and freezes all the hope out
of it. Now step out on the side-walk and
look up at the sign overhead, and see the
name of the excitable father at home, the
careless jester showing a world-spot in his
street-talk ; the man’s whole atmosphere of
welcome for widows and orphans is like that
of an iceberg for the ships nearing it and
chilled by it. Read the name there in big
golden,or brazen letters rather, TIMOTHY
ALL EARS! Put underneath, “ Hearer,
not Doer, of the Word.” O Timothy, may
God have mercy on thy hypocritical soul !

A.D, 50.]
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James 3. 1-18.

1 My brethren, a be not
many masters, knowipg b that
we shall receive the greater
a condemnation.

a Matt. 23, 8; Rom. 2, 20, 21; 1

E Pe&ar "i :&;;"b& Luke 6. 87.—

a Or, ju

lock Anp Kev. 272 For ¢ in many things we
offend all. d If any man offend not in word,
e the same is a perfect man, and able also to

bridle the whole Ezdg
¢ 1 Kings 8. 46; 2 Chron. 6, 36; Prov. 20 9; Ecel 7.
20;1John 1, 8 —d Psa. 84. 13; 1 Peter 8. 10.

— e Matt. 12. 37,

#ar 3 Behold, we put bits in the horses’
mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn
about their whole body.

#ar4 Behold also the ships, which though they
be so0 great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet
are they turned about with a very small helm,
whithersoever the governor listeth,

#ar5 Even so the tongue is a little member,
and boasteth great things. Behold how great

b a matter a little fire kindleth !
b Or, wood.

6 And the tongueisa fire, a world of iniquity:
80 is the tongue among our members, that /it
defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the
¢ course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell

JMatt 15, 11, 18, 19, 20; Mark 7. 15, 20, 23, —
¢ Wheel,

7 For every d kind of beasts, and of birds,
and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is
tamed and hath been tamed of e makind :

d Natu'e, — ¢ Nature of man,

8 But the tongue can no man tame ; it is an
unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

9 Therewith bless we (x;od, even the Father ;
and therewith curse we men, which are g made
after the similitude of men.

9Gen. 1.26;51;9 6;1Cor 11.7.

10 Out of the sume mouth proceedeth bless-
ing and cursing. My brethren, these things
ought not so to be

11 Doth a foun.ain send forth at the same
place sweet water and bitter ?

Tie To
It
Ki

12 Can the fig-tree, my brethren, bear olive
berries? either a vine figs? so can no fountain
both yield salt water and fresh.

13 Who % is a wise man and endued with
knowledge among Kou! let him show out of a
good conversation his works with meekness of
wisdom.

h Gal. 6. 4.

14 But if ye have i bitter envying and strife
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against
the truth.

i Rom, 13, 13,

15 This j wisdom descendeth not from above,
but is earthly, y sensual, devilish,

J Phil. 8. 19.——g Or, natural ; Jude 19.

16 For k where envying and strife is, there
is A confusion and every evil work.

k 1 Cor, 3. 3. — h Tumult, or, unquietness.

17 But / the wisdom that is from above is
first pure, than peaceable, gentle, and easy to
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
i without partiality, m and without hypocrisy.

11 Cor, 2, 6. — i Or, without wrangling.—
m 1 Peter 1. 27,

18 And n the fruit of righteousness is sown

in peace of them that make peace.
u Matt, 5. 0,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The Epistle of James presents to us the out-
lines of a picture of the Jewish synagogues in
Jerusulem tlurin% the dismal days before its
fall; a picture r ted in some e even
in the Christian assemblies. We see the noisy
throng of professed worshippers, not all sincere
in their prayers, nor consistent in their lives,
We see the strife for place, ‘‘the itch of teach-
ing,” the self-asserting spirit so strongly mani-
fested by the ultra-Jewish faction in the
Christian Church. To this element James
writes in these burning lines. He warns that
those who aspire to be leaders and teachers of
others are held to a more stringent account by
the Judge of all (ver, 1). He shows them the
power of the tongue, like a bridle over the
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steed, like a rudder to the ship, like a spark of
fire in the forest, and bids them be careful how
they exercise that power (ver. 2.6). He
draws the portrait of their hypocrisy, praising
God with the very tongue which utters its
anathemas upoun their fellow-men, (ver. 7-12).
He warns them that true wisdom, that which
comes from above, is not quarrelsome, factious,
eager for party rather than for truth (ver.
13-15), but is pure in origin, peaceable in utter-
ance, and gentle in manner, and he exhorts all
to seek these traits which will sow broadcast
the seeds of peace on earth, good-will to men,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTENS,

Verse 1. Benot many masters, This
should read * teachers,” as in the Rev. Ver.;
for he is speaking for those who were eager to
speak in the meetings of the church. The
Jewish synagogues often resounded with debate,
and the Christian assemblies in Jerusalem were
infected with the same spirit. Greater con-
demnation. Rev. Ver., ‘heavier judg-
ment.” Meaning that those who undertake to
instruct are held to a more strict accountability
before God than others, because of the influence
of their utterances,

2. We offend all, The Rev. Ver. is far
better, ‘‘we all stumble ;" that is, we are all
apt to make mistakes, and especially those who
set themselves up as teachers of others, and
undertake to judge. It does not mean that
“we offend everybody.” Offend not in
word. If any one is always wise in utter-
ances, never doing harm, never misleading
others. The same is a perfect man.
This is not to be taken in an absolute sense,
but only that his wise use of the tongue will
show that he is perfect in his self-control ; for
he who is able to manage his utterances can
generally rule his conduct. Able to bridle.
To hold in check his passions and evil ten-
dencies, as a horse is curbed with a bridle, 1.
Every man is riding a steed which is liable at
any moment to run away with him, in his own
appetites and passions. 2, The fluent talker is
not often the most faithful doer,

3, 4. We put bits, The apostle now
gives two illustrations of the power of the
tongue, one the use of the bit and bridle, with
which the horse is guided by the rider, the
other the rudder, with which the great ship is
directed by the steersman. That they may
obey us. The horse, though larger than the
man, submits to his will, muf the stecrsman i
an atom in comparison with the ship which !
controls, So the tongue, one of the sinallest of
members, will influence the conduct of men,
and the destin?’ of States. 3. O that men
might realize the far-reaching results of the
words they speak !

5. A little member. The smallness of
the tonguo should not blind, but rather awaken,
us to the power which it exerts, Boasteth
great things. Is conscious of the power

which it possesses. How great a matter.
Literally, ‘‘how great a forest.” A little
fire kindleth. As when Portland, Maine,
was laid in ashes from a smouldering fire-cracker
on a Fourth of July; and when Chicago was
destroyed in a fire kindled by a kerosene lamp
kicked over by a cow.

6. The tongue is a fire. Likea fire, the
tongue can blast and destroy, as when an evil
tongue starts a slander which may ruin a repu-
tation., A world of iniquity. ‘A com-
plete repertory of all wickedness, as the world
is of al! things.”—Alford. Deflelth the
whole body. When the tongue talks of sin,
the body is very apt to commit it. The
course of nature. ‘‘The wheel of nature”
(Rev,Ver.), an expression variously interpreted,
but in our opinion referring to *‘the cycle of
creation,” or equivalent to our phrase, “setting
the whole world on fire.” Set on fire of
hell. Since it is Satan, whose home is in hell,
that inspires the utterance of the evil tongue.
4, The evil word has its source in the evil heart,
which is Satan’s seat,

7, 8. For every kind of beasts. This
is not to be taken literally, but as a general
statement, for there a few, but only a few,
kinds of animals which have never been tamed,
Serpents. As by the serpent-charmers of
India. Things in the sea. Some kinds of
fishes, even, have been tamed. The tongue
can no man tame, Though no man can
transform the tongue, yet God can. An un-
ruly evil. Rev. Ver., ““a restless evil,” that
which is incapable of restraint, a picture of the
ever-moving tongue.

9. Therewith bless we. The apostle
speaks here of the human race in general.

od, even the Father....curse we
men. Those who fulfil the forms of worship,
and with lips praise God in the church, are not
always free from abuse of their fellow-men ;
and sometimes the curses are given in the name
of religion itself. After the similitude.
Rev. Ver., “after the likeness.” For even in
sinful men there is some trace of thewr divine
origin, the image of the Creator.

10, 11,12, Out of tlLo same mouth,
As in the fable, the same man blowing hot and
cold ; and in the story of Jsop (see illustra-
tions) the tongue was shown to be at once the
worst and the best. Ought not so to be.
The tongue, which is controlled by the Spirit
of God, ought not also to be ruled by the spirit
of evil. Sweet water and bitter. Such
would be impossible from the same spring.
Fig tree .... Olive berries. No tree
can bring forth fruit different from its kind.
5. Hence the fruit of the tongue is an index of
the root of the character,

13. Who is a wise man? The sug-
gestion of the apostle is that such should be
chosen for public teachers. Out of a good
conversation. Rev. Ver.,, “by his life,”

e el o
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which is a far more accurate rendering. In
former times the word conversation meant
“life,” and not merely ‘‘talk,” as now. 6.
True wisdom is shown by the regulation of the
conduct more than by the utterance of the lips.
Meekness of wisdom. The wise man
does not need to convince others by self-
assertion, and forwardness, but can afford to
be patient.

14, If ye have bitter envying. The
apostle has still in mind the Jewish synagogues,
in the last days of the nation, when every
meeting was filled with the strife of parties.
The Rev. Ver. has *‘bitter jealousy and faction.”
Glory not. Do not boast of such a spirit, as
if it were a preparation for teaching the truth.
Lie not against the truth. ‘Do not
pervert the truth in order to promote your
party,” is the meaning; a warning needed in
every age of the Church.

15. This wisdom. That is, the wisdom
of party strife, of dogmatism, of noisy assertion
of views, of sharp controversy ; in all of which
much of a certain kind of wisdom is displayed.
Descendeth not from above. This skill
in debate, this power to hold the opposite view
up to ridicule, does not come from (God, nor
from the higher nature. Barthly, sensual
(Rev. Ver., margin, *‘ animal "), devilish, It
is according to worldly, not heavenly, prin-
ciples ; it springs from the unspiritual nature of
man ; it has its origin from Satan, and not from
God. 7. How many of the discussions of creeds
and church customs are here described !

17. The wisdom. . ..from above. The
apostle now describes the true wisdom as shown
in language and in life. First pure, then
peaceable. We are not to understand that
these terms are in contrast, as if purity were to
be sought first, and peace only second, or as if
there could be ome trait without the other,
The meaning is, that purity is the inward
essence and peaceableness the outward mani-
festation. Hasy to be entreated. ‘Kasily
persuaded,” not ready to yield a principle ; but
willing to listen to reason, candid and open to

ersuasion, as he can well be who is truly wise.
ithout partiality and without hy-
ocrisy. Or, as Whedon suggests, ““neither
ypereritical nor hypocritical ;" without equivo-
cation or dissimulation.

18. Fruit of righteousness. Fruit
isting in right not springing from
righteousness. Sown in peace, Thatis, a
righteous result can never proceed from an un-
just, quarrelsome I)e{;inning; a church growing
out of a wrangle will rarely have success. of
them that make peace. That is, those
who work in the spirit of peace. The kingdom
of Christ can be promoted only by those who
seek for peace among men.
GOLDEN TEX'T.
By thy words thou shalt be justified, and b7y
thy words thou shalt be condemned, Matt. 12,37,
OUTLINE,

1. The Words that Condemn, v. 112,
2, The Words that Justify, v. 13-18,

HOME READINGS.

wer of the tongue. James 3. 1-18.
James 2. 1-12,

James 2. 13-26.

2 Tim. 2,

M.
Tu.
w.
Th.

¥
S. The flesh and the spirit.
8. The judgment account, Matt. 12. 28-37,

Time.—A. D. 50. See Lesson I.

CoxneeriNg  LiNks. — The topies of the
epistle following the last lesson are: 1. The
duty of impartiality. James 2. 1-13. 2. The
relation between faith and works. James 2,
14-26.

EXPLANATION, —Not many masters—** Teach-
ers” is meant. All should not expect to teach
in the Church. Greater condemnation—Those
that teach others will be held to a more strict
account than- others. We offind all—We all
make mistakes, Ogfind not in word—Any one
who keeps from sins in word is likely to keep
from sins in deed, and be perfect as far as man
can be, Bits—Just as the bit in the mouth
guides the horse, and just as the small helm
on the ship turns the vessel, so the tongue, a
little member, can do great things in controlling
the life. Z'ongue is a fire—The tongue is like a
little fire which will burn up a great forest.
Defileth the whole body—How many people the
tongue hath made wicked ! No man tame—No
man, unless God’s power helps him.  Out of the
same mouth—The same tongue will sometimes
curse and bless, just as if a spring should have
two kinds of water. Our tongues should be like
fountains flowing with good water. Good con-
versation—A good manner of life is meant.
Envying and strife—We should not think that
we are God’s people while such feelings are in
our hearts. 7This wisdom—A wisdom which
makes men envious and quarrelsome cannot
come from God., The wisdom that is from above
—Such as comes from God.  Without hypocrisy
—1It is honest and does not deceive. Sown in
prace—Those who are peace-makers will have
peace.

The
The law of liberty.
Faith and works,
The right use of the tongue.
15-26. [10-20,
The heart and the tongue. Matthew 15,
Gal. 5. 16-26.

LENSON HYNMNS,
No. 875, Methodist Hymn-Book.

No room for mirth or trifling here,

For worldly hope, or worldly fear,
If life so soon is gone ;

If now the Judge is at the door,

And all mankind must stand before
The inexorable throne !

Nothing is worth a thought beneath

But how I may escapeé the death
That never, never dies ;

How make mine own election sure,

And, when I fail on earth, secure
A mansion in the skies.

Jesus, vouchsafe a pitying ray,
Be thou my Guide, be thon my Way
To glorious happiness ;
Ah ! write the pardon on my heart,
And whensoe’er 1 hence depart,
Let me depart in peace.
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No. 99, 8. S. Hymnal,
Sowing their seed by the dawnlight fair,

No. 100, S. S. Hymnal,
Yield not to temptation.

QUENTIONS FOR HOME STUDY

1. The Words that Condemn, v. 1-12.
What caution does the apostle give? What
reason for this caution? What is the mark of
a perfect man? By what means are horses
controlled? What part of the ship must be
rightly managed? What is an ungoverned
tongue like? Where do evil works begin?
Matt. 15. 18. Why should we be careful in
our speech? Matt. 12. 36. What double use
of the tongue is sinful? What do the fountain
and the fig-tree teach us? What should be our
daily prayer? Psa. 19. 14,

2. The Words that Justify, v. 13-18.
What should the conversion of a wise man
show? When should men be silent? What
mischief does envy work? Where must we look
for true wisdom?  What are its marks? How
may we get this wisdom? James 1. 5. What
does Solomon say of the words of the wise?
Eccl. 12 11.

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
‘Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. The danger of evil speaking ?
2. The value of right words?
3. The need of having a pure, loving heart?

Tue LessoN Carecuism,—(For the entire
school). 1. To what is the tongue likened ? To
a bit and a helm. 2. What does the tongue do?
Both blesses and curses, 3. What is said of
this? *“These things ought not to be.” 4.
‘What is the wisdom that comes not from above ?
““ Earthly, sensual, devilish.,” 5. What is the
wisdom that does come from above? Pure,
peaceable, gentle,

DocrriNAL SuecesTION,—The depravity of
human nature,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Words that Condemn, v. 1-12.

Who are meant by the word ‘‘masters?”
What shows the ‘‘perfect” man? In what
respect is he perfect? What two illustrations
of the tongue’s power are here named? What
wwer for evil does the tongue possess ?

herein is the evil tongue more dangerous
than a wild beast? Who alone can turn the
#ongue from evil to good ?

2. The Words that Justify, v. 13-18.
What is meant by the first clause of the
GoupeNy Texr? What traits will show that
a man is truly wise? What is said of the wis-
dom which has envy and strife? What are the
results of such conduct? Name seven traits of
the wisdom from above? How may we obtain
this wisdom? How will this bless its possessor?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

‘What are here shown—
1. As the evils of an unconverted tongue ?

2, As the traits of an unregenerate heart?

3. As the traits of a renewed character?
QUENTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

For what are bits used? To guide horses
What is a ship’s helm for? To turn it about?
What small member of the body has great

wer? The tongue. What can the tongue

0? Defile the whole body. Vhy has it such
power? Because it is set on fire of hell. What
can come from the same mouth? Blessing and
cursing. What can no man tame? The tongue.
From what source do our words flow? From
the heart. How, then, can the words be made
pure? By making the heart pure. Who can
purify the heart? The Lord. Against what
should we guard? Against envy and strife,
What is earthly wisdom ? Sensual and devilish,
Where does true wisdom come from? From
above, Who are the righteous? Those who
let God live in them.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE.
If the tongue is such a power—

We need to put it into God’s care.

To trust him to manage it.

Never to take it out of his hands,

““ Whoso keePeﬁh his tongue keepeth his soul
from troubles.’

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Two Kinds of Tongues,

I. Tee EartaLy ToNGUE,
1. Self-asserting. “Not many mas-
ters” (teachers). v. 1.
“Be not ye called rabbi.” Matt. 23. 8,
“Neither as....lords over God’s heri-
tage.” 1 Pet. 5, 3.
2. Evil-speaking. ‘“The tongue is a
fire.” v. 6.
“Death and life, . ., power of the tongue.”
Prov. 18, 21.
“An ungodly man diggeth up evil,”
Prov. 16. 27.
8. Double-talking. ‘‘Therewith bless
....therewith curse.” v, 9.
“Deacons . ... not double-tongued.” 1

Tim. 3. 8.
“With a double heart do they speak.”
Psa. 12, 2.
4. Quarrelsome. “Envyingand strife,”
v. 14.
“Carnal ....among you ..., strife and
divisions,” 1 Cor. 3. 3.
“Servant of the Lord must not strive.,”
2 Tim. 2. 24.
I1. Tae HeAVvENLY TONGUE.
1. Meek. “With meekness of wisdom.”
v. 13.
“Patient, in meekness instructing” 2
Tim. 2. 25.
“The meek. ...shall inherit the earth.”
Matt. 5. 5.
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2. Peaceable, “First pure, then peace-
able.” v. 17.
«Blessed are the peacemakers,” Matt.
5 9.
“My peace 1 give unto you” John
14. 27

8. Gentle. “Gentle. .. .easy to be en-
treated.” v. 17.
“Fruit of the Spirit.... gentleness.”
Gal. 5. 22.
“We were gentle among you.” 1 Thess.

87
4. Sincere. “ Without hypocrisy.” v.17.
“That ye may be sincere.” Phil. 1. 10
“Unto unfeigned love of the brethren.”
1 Pet. 1. 22.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Dangers of the Tongue,

1. There is a danger in the tongue in the
fact that its use greatly adds to our account-
ability before God. Those who aspire to
teach and lead others are held to a more
severe judgment than other men. v. 1,

2. There is danger in the tongue because
by it the character is shown, and the measure
o{self-contml is indicated. He who can rule
his tongue can govern himself. v. 2.

3. There is danger in the tongue because
of its power to influence men, both as indi-
viduals and in masses. The tongue is as the
rein to the horse, as the helm to the ship, and
all influence hgs its dangers.” v. 3, 4.

4, There is danger in the tongue because
of the immense results for evil which may
flow from it. As a spark may destroy a
forest, so a tongue may set the world on fire,
v. b. 6.

5. There is danger in the tongue because no
human might can change its nature, Beasts
may be tamed by men, but tongues God only
can transform. v. 7, 8,

6. There is danger in the tongue because
of its contradictory utterances ; like a foun-
tain pouring out bitter and sweet water, the
tongue praises God and curses men. v.9-12.

7. There is danger in the tongue because
often it is inspired by Satan, and speaks the
langunage of hell and not of heaven. v. 14, 15.

CATECHISM QUENTION.
5. Are there any other religions in the world ?

There is only one Divine Teacher, and only
one true religion; but there have been many
false teachers, and there are many false
religions.

For though there be that are called gods,
whether in heaven or on earth ; as there are gods
many, and lords many; yet to us there is one
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and
we unto him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things, and we through
him,—1 Cor. 8. 5, 6.

One Lord, one faith, one baptism.—Eph. 4. 5.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

BerFore the siege of Paris, during the
Franco-German war, all Germans were re-
quired to leave the city. However long they
might have resided there, whatever might be
their business there, no difference was made ;
they must all depart. Yet 1 heard of one
German lady, who, despite this stringent
order, remained in Paris during the whole
time of the siege. She was, if I remember
rightly, governess in a family, and her nation-
ality was, of course, known to her friends,
But her accent, and her command of the
French language, owing to long association
and practice, was so perfect that she could
mingle, undetected, with those who would
not have failed to denounce any one whom
they recognized as a German. She was, in
fact, though not actually one by birth, as
good asa French woman.  Many others, who
would gladly have remained, were forced to
leave the city because their tongue betrayed
them. Her tongue maintained for her the
right to stay. By her words she was justi-
fied; by their words they were condemned.

In ordinary life, as well as in times of ex-
ceptional interest and importance, there is no
surer index than the tongue to the character,
surroundings, and habits of a person. Here
is a fair, innocent-looking child. But the
little lips open and utter coarse, vulgar, and
even bad language, such as the speaker is too
young to understand. At once we know
from what company and what surroundings
the poor child has come. Here is a young
girl speaking gently and softly in the midst
of rude tongues and rough manners, And
we perceive immediately that her mind and
character are out of harmony with the scenes
in the midst of which it is her lot to dwell.
By her words the little child is condemned
as to her bringing up. By her words the
young girl is justitied as to her character.

And so the Apostle James, after speaking
generally on doing, instead of merely hearing,
the word, and insisting upon good works as
a necessary result of living faith, begins his
more detailed exhortations with this momen-
tous subject, the use and power of the tongue.
And he shows us

1. What the tongue is able to do.

The “Dbit” in the horse’s mouth, controlling
its movements and deciding which way it
shall go, and the “helm” which tnrns the
ship and guides it in one or the other direc-
tion, are given as illustrations of the power
of this “little member.” A hasty word of
Herod the king made him what he never
meant to be—the murderer of John the Bap-
tist. The careless speech of Peter brought
him to do that which he had declared he
never would do, namely, deny his Lord. A
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boy tells an untruth. But he does not stop
there. Having turned in a false direction he
seems to be driven on farther and farther, till
he finds himself where he never meant to go.
A girl makes an idle remark. Companions
chime in and approve, and she goes on till
she has chattered such folly as she never
thought to be led to. On the other hand, let
a boy or girl once boldly speak what is true
and wise and right, and they will find that
one word has given them a powerful impetus
in the direction they ought to take.

2. What evil the tongue often does,

And here we have two sad pictures. First,
a whole forest of goodly trees burning fiercely
—set on fire by what 7 A little spark. Here
is a picture of the evil a thoughtless word has
often done. I once read a terrible illustra-
tion of this: A youth had been moved by the
appeal of his teacher in the Bible class, and
had followed her home with the intention of
speaking to her about his soul’s welfare, A
companion joined her, and the two began a
thoughtless and merry chat. “She does not
believe what she has been telling us,” thought
the youth; he turned away, stifled his better
impulses, and took the road to sin and ruin—
lost through a thoughtless word! Second, a
savage beast, untameable and insatiate, bring-
ing danger and terror wherever it comes.
This is not a merely thoughtless, but a wicked,
tongue—the tongue that stirs up malice, that
deceives, defiles and slanders,

3. What inconsistency the tongue is con-
stantly guilty of.

There is a spring of water. You have tasted
it once and found it fresh and good. You go
a second time, 1t is salt. You are disap-
yninled, and cannot account for such a thing.

“or indeed it is contrary to nature. Were
such a spring to be found, who could ever
depend on it? Yet such a fountain is the
tongue—uttering one moment words of prayer
and praise, and another moment scolding and
complaining and wrangling,

The apostle is writing to professing Chris-
tians in his own day. Could these things be
true of them? Yes; and true of professing
Christians now. But the question arises:
Can those of whom such things must be said
really be the children of God? Does not
their tongues condemn them?  Are they not
condemned by their words?

But he shows them also,

4. What the tongue ought to be and to do,

The wisdom and the knowledge a man
possesses are im{mrted primarily by the
tongue. And perhaps among those to whom
James was writing there were some who
prided themselves on their clever speech,
their sayings, their quick answers, as many
boys and girls, and older people, too, do now.
But the apostle says, If any man be really

wise, “let him show forth his works with
meekness,” The sharp, brilliant, boastful
tongue does not show forth true wisdom, but
rather that which is * earthly, sensual, devil-
ish.” The truly wise tongue will be full of
purity, peace, gentleness, kindness, fairness,
and truth, One more picture the apostle
gives us, a sower (ver, 18) scattering good
seed which will spring up in fruits of right-
eousness and peace. This is what the tongue
ought to be, He whose tongue brings forth
such fruits is a Christian indeed, “ justified
by his words.”

How can a boy or girl realize this picture,
and escape likeness to the others! The
tongue, so powerfnl for good or evil, must be
under wise and mighty control—a “bit”
directed by a skilful rider, a “helm” grasped
by a trusty pilot. It must be guided and
ruled “from above;” given into the hand of
Christ, who is the “power of God and the
wisdom of God.” 1 Cor. 1. 24,

BEREAN METHODS,

Hints for the Teachers’ Mecting and the
Claws,

Keep prominent the theme of this lesson,
“The Tongue.”....Show the force of each
illustration here given, and how it applies to
the tongue: 1. Bits in the horses’ mouths;
2, The helm of the ship; 3. The spark kind-
ling a forest; 4. Taming ufﬂlu'nm)ls; 5, The
fountain, and its streams; 6. Fig-tree and
olive-berries, ete. .. .Show some of the evils
of the tongue which are here warned against
....Show the reasons why this warnin
against the tongue is given. (See A«hlitimnﬁ
Practical Lessons). .. .Contrast the two kinds
of tongues, as shown in the Analytical and
Biblical Outline, having the references read
by members of the class. ... ILLUSTRATIONS,
The slave Asop was commanded by his
master to prepare a banquet consisting of
‘““the best things in the world.” To his sur-
prise, the master found only tongues upon
the table, whereupon Asop showed him that
in all the world there was nothing with
greater power for good than the tongue. The
slave was then ordered to present on the mor-
row a dinner of the worst things in the world,
and, again, only tongves were on the table;
and Asop showed that the earth had no
greater evil than the tongue....the use
of the tongue reveals the inner nature, An
oath is a small thing, apparently, but it will
show the power to which its utterer pays
allegiance ; like an estate in Scotland which
pays a quarterly rental of three grains of corn,
Just to show who is its owner....Socrates,
when asked what beast is most dangerous to
man answered, “Of wild beasts, the slanderer;
of tame beasts, the flaterer !”
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References. FosTER'S ILLUSTRATIONS.
Ver. 2: Prose, 5379, 7860. Ver. 3: Prose,
5741, 12006. Ver. 5: Prose, 5778. Ver. 6:
Poetical, 2762. Ver. 7: Prose, 12011. Ver. 9:
Prose, 12009. Ver. 10 : Prose, 12008, Ver.
12 : Prose, 9213. Ver, 13 : Prose, 1058, Ver.
16 : Poetical, 1105,

Primary and Intermediate.

BY M. V. M,

LessoN THouGHT. “ Keep thy tongue.
Call out points of the lesson on
hearing and doing.  If we are children of
God we must not only hear and do, but also
speak. With what dowe hear ! With what
do we see ! With what do we speak ?  Who
made the ear, the eye, and the tongue ! Who,
then, has a right to tell us how to use
them ?

Blackboard. Make a small globe, print
“Sin” in large letters inside, draw a heart
around it, and make something to represent
flames rising from it. As the lesson develops,
print among the flames, “ Deceit,” “ False-
hood,” “ Backbiting,” ete.

THE WORDS WE SPEAK.

Talk about words, their uses, abuses, ete. |

Ask if children ever hear evil words spoken,
harsh words, profane words, untrue words,
Are such God’s words ! Then whose are they?
They must be Satan’s words. Teach that
Satan is pleased when he hears any one
speaking. evil words, and warn against imi
tating persons who speak Satan’s words, Call
attention to the world as the emblem of the
tongue, and show that this is inside the heart.
Teach that the words spol'en by the tongue
will come out of the heart, and what the heart
is, that the tongue will speak. What does fire
do? Burns and destroys. Let us see what
kind of words do such work.  Give one or
two illustrative incidents, showing what mis-
chief is done by false, harsh words., Any
teacher can give true incidents from her own
knowledge. Thus lead children to see the
]n)w«r of the tongue for evil, and that it is to
se feared as we fear wild beasts, or a deadly
poison, ‘

WHO CAN RULE THE TONGUE !

Show a watch and talk about it to make
children understand that 1f the mainspring is
out of order nothing will go right. Who
can make a watch right that has got wrong !
One who knows how to make a watch, of
course, Teach that God made the heart
pure, but that man does not obey God, and so
the heart got all wrong. But there is a way
to get it right again, and that is by giving
it to Jesus to make right. When the heart
is right then the tongue will speak right
words, and not until then, Show some kind

justified or condemned,

of fruit, letting children tell what kind of
it came from, and showing that no other
tree could have borne it. What kind of fruit
do Jesus Christ’s trees bear ! Who will be
his little trees,and let their tongues bear fruit
for him ?

Blackboard.

BY J. B. PHIPPS, BRQ.

AKE

FAST
THE TONGUE
WITH

A

o
v[[00SEIT
WITH

The diagram illustrates how to control the
tongue. Instead of letting it run wild with
passion and anger, fasten it with the lock of
love, chain it with grace, and never loosen it
except with the key of wisdom.

AvorHER DEsiaN. Draw a pair of scales
like this :

Our words are weighed, By them are we
Repeat the Golden
Text.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

You are strongly moved. One can see that
for your eyes are flashing, your mouth work-
ing, and your tongue is at the very door of
your teeth ready to slip out. Put a bridle on
that tongue. Hold it in.  Think a moment,
You are in a circle of industrious talkers,
There is Brother B. Well-meaning, but
thoughtless, of talkative nature, whose de-
light is to pour! He likes to shake hands in
every direction, and then tell a thing to all
he meets, from Smith, the judge, down to
Smith, the pauper. Hold! He will make
up what you are about to say of the pastor,
export it to his neighbourhood, and you will
never see the story again—in the shape it
had when it left you. Gabbling brother, O
that his tongue could be bagged !  There is
Mzrs. C. next to Brother B. She has a curious
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nature. Her eyes always seem to be down at
the partly-raised lid of a box, squinting in.
Next to prying into a box and finding some-
thing, she likes to open a box and let some-
thing out. Say what is your mind, and with
what a complacent joy her eyes will shine !
She has something in her mail-bag, and it will
be faithfully delivered ! Most unfailing post
in the worldl Nobody need rob her.  She
will stand and give from the mail-bagall day.
As she is not in the Church, and a part of her
diet consists of the faults of profeesors, she
will share her mouldy crust of gossip with
every fault-finding sinner especially. And
though you don’t appreciate it, there is a tip
of flame to your tongue. You are about to
speak with warmth. The story will keeﬁ
warm, hot, burning. You are giving a torc!

to your Brother B, and Mrs, C. The twowill
hand it to a dozen others, and the dozen to
another dozen, and so on, the fire increasing
till the poor parson may be burnt out of
town. Hold in that tongue ! You restramn it.
You drop your head. You think. Can sweet-
ness and bitterness come from one fountain,
and that fountain be your heart? Did you
asafriend find out from the pastor if the story
were true! Your hands are in your las,
folding into one another, praying for guid-
ance, asking that the wisdom pure and
peaceable may be yours, You have gained a
victory, You have won a blessing. The
peace you have maintained among others
comes into your own heart like the beautiful
calm of a sunset river. It glows in your very
face,

e —— D o —

A.D. 50.]
LESSON IV.—LIVING

[Jan. 27.
AS IN GOD'S SIGHT.

James 4. 7-17,

7 Submit yourselves therefore

. to God. a Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.

aEph. 4. 27; 1 Pcter 5.9

8 Draw b nigh to God, and he

will draw nigh to you. Cleanse

your hands, ye sinners; and

v “ purify your hearts, ye double-

minded.
b2 Chron. 15, 2.

9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let
your laughter be turned to mourning, and your
Joy to heaviness

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he uKa]l Ift you up.

11 Speak uot evil one of another, brethren.
He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth
his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and
judgeth the law ; but if thou judge the law,
thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.

12 There is one lawgiver, ¢ who is able to
save and to destroy : who art thou that judgest
another ?

¢ Mutt, 10. 28,

#r 12 Go to now, ye that say, To-day or to-
morrow we will go into such a city, and con-
t.iu.ue there a year, and buy and sell, and get

@in :
» £ 14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on
the morrow. For what is your life? alt is
even a vapor, that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away.
aOr, Forit is,
#a 15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord
will, we shall live, and do this, or that.
16 But now ye rei'oice in your boastings : all
such rejoicing is evil.
17 Therefore, dto him that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin,
d Luke 12, 47 ; John 9. 41 ; 15, 22; Rom. 1.20; 2.17,

GENERAL SNTATEMENT,

The AKoltle James in his epistle addressed
men as he saw them, and rebuked the evils

the Christian Church, With fearless tone he
warned the worshippers in the bly, when
he saw that their lives were not in accord with
their professions. In these verses he rebukes
various errors which were infecting the Church.
He saw worldliness creeping in, and turning the
heart from God, and he declared that the dis-
cirle must submit wholly to God, and have no
fellowship with temptation, if he would have
communion with God (ver, 7, 8). He bade the
proud sons and davghters of Zion humble them-
selves, repent of their sins, and receive the
uplifting hand of the Lord (v. 8-10). He re-
proved the censorious spirit, which sat on the
judgment-seat with regard to others, yet forgot
that itself must meet the judgment of the
Almighty (ver. 11, 12). He bore unflinchi
testimony against the worldly spirit which live
for self, and laid its plans as though there were
no God, and declared that those who forgot
God’s providence were guilty of a sin toward
God (ver. 13-17).

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 7. Submit yourselves. The
preceding verse shows the connection to be:
““because God gives grace to the humble, and
resists the proud, therefore seek entire sub-
mission to his will.” 1. Only those who
humble their own wills at the throne of God
can be exalted. Resist the devil. While
we yield fully to God, we are as resolutely to
oppose Satan; for only in absolute resistance
is safety. 2. There is an evil spirit, and_we
must be on our guard against his wiles He
will flee. For Satan has no power, not the
slightest, over the heart which repels his ad-
vances.

8. Draw nigh to God. This we can do,
by a life according to his will, by worship with
}l:n pe?ple.. by communion with him in prayer,

y

which he found in the Jewish synagogue and

upon hisword. He will draw
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nigh to you. Inthe influences of his Spirit,
and in a direct care over the life. Cleanre
your hands. Since it is only the pure who
come near to God, therefore this exhortation
follows the preceding one. The hands are
named as the instruments of action, and the
sentence means, *‘ Let your lives be righteous.”
Purify your hearts. The heart as the
seat of emotion and will, must be made holy,
that God may enter into fellowship with man,
Ye double-minded. Those whose affec-
tions are divided between God and the world,

O Beafflicted. The sins for which sorrow
should be felt are specified in the earlier verses
of the chapter, selfishness, ambition, worldiness,
and pride. 3. Let us remember that these
exhortations are addressed to Christians, and
consider whether we may not need them.
Laughter....to mourninF. Those who
should feel their sins the most deeply are often
the most frivolous and careless of their con-
dition. 4. Those only have a right to joyful-
ness who have found %;rgiveneas %or their sins.

10. Humble yourselves. Do not blind
your eyes to your true condition, but see your
state as neglecters of duty, and seek a lowly
Euce before God. He will lift you up.

e will lift you from penitence to pardon;
from affliction to rejoicing ; from alienation to

pt 5. The highest joy is that of sins
forgiven and peace made with God.

11. Speak not evil. With this verse
opens a new subject, a warning against evil
speaking and the censorious spirit. One of
another. There are times when criticism
becomes a duty, but a spirit of fault-finding is
never in harmony with the Gospel. is
brother., The evil rebuked is iall

13. Goto. A phrase likeour ‘‘come now.’
Ye that say. He is now addressing those
who do not recognize the divine intervention in
human affairs, To-day or to-morrow.
Forming their plans as if the human will were
the only one to be idered. Every el t
in the case, the going, the staying, the business,
the gain, the life itself, is dependent upon an
other will than man’s. Get gain. Probably
in this is a reference to the trading habits of
the Jews, as marked then as now.

14. Ye know not what shall be.
How true, yet how constantly forgotten! No
man knows that he will live a day, yet men
plan and talk as if expecting to live forever.
It is even as a vapor, Rev. Ver., “Ye
are a vapor.” Not our lives, but ourselves, are
like the mist, suddenly rising and as suddenly
passing away. Vanishing away. The
works of men may remain for a time, the
building, the painting, the sculpture, the in-
stitution, but the hand which formed them soon
E:uea away. 8. Let our short life, therefore,

spent upon the best and most enduring
results.

15. Ye ought to say. Not that the
words should be upon your tongue, but that
the thought should be ever in our heart. If
the Lord will, Our plans should take into
account the element of God’s providence, and
our hearts should be submissive to his will.

16. Ye rejoice in your boastings
Rev. Ver., ““Yeglory in your vauntings.” You
make your boast and show your pride in that
which has no real foundation, because it rests
not upon God’s will. All such boastinﬁ
(** All such glorying,” Rev. Ver.) is evil. A
fid in self apart from God, in the wis-

severe judgments upon fellow-Christians, 6.
How much easier it is to judge others than
ourselves! Speaketh evil of the law.
The law of Christ, *‘the royal law,” *‘the law
of liberty ;” that law by which Christ’s followers

rofess to live is here referred to. Judgeth

he law. That is, he judges not only as to
facts, but as to motives and principles, and
takes upon himself to decide their application.
Not a doer. Those who devote themselves
to judging others generally find little time to
apply the requirements of the Gospel to them-
selves. But a judge. And our business is
not to set up a tribunal and act as judge, but
to keep the law.

12. There is one lawgiver. Rev. Ver.,
““one only is the lawgiver.” The Lord Jesus,
who founded his Church, is its only legislator;
and no body of men, council, or convention, has
the right to add to, or to alter, hislaws as given
in the Gospel. Who is able to save.
Rev. Ver., ‘““even he who is able to save.” A
judge must have power to enforce his decisions,
to give justice to the innocent and penalty to
the guilty ; no man possesses that power under
the Gospel; but it is in the hand of Christ
alone ; 80 we should leave all judgment to him.
7. Let us leave ourselves and our fellow-men in

dom of our schemes, and in the vigor of our
execution of them, except it seeks in them to
do God’s will, is evil, and will come to nought.

17. To _him that knoweth to do
good. While the sentence contains the state-
ment of a great principle, its particular n(l)pli-
cation here is to the evil already referre .
the forgetfulness of God in our ordinary life.
To him it is sin. He who, knowing that
God reigns, fails to recognize him, and lives as
though there were no God, commits a sin. Yet
the proposition may have a fenernl application
to sins of omission in general,

GOLDEN TEXT.
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and he shall 1ift you up. James 4. 10.
OUTLINE.
1. As our Friend, v 7-10.
. As our Judge, v. 1112,
« As our Guide, v. 13-17.
HOME READINGS,
M. Living as iu God’s sight. James 4, 7-17.
7. Turning to God. Isa. 5. 1-13.
W. The true repentance. Isa. 1. 10-20.
Th. Righteousnessan iniqult{). Ezek. 18.23-32.
F. Faithfulness t¢ God. 1 Pet. 5. 1-10.
8. The boasting of to-morrow. Luke 12, 13-23,

the safe hand of the just and the supreme judge.

S. The old man and the new. Eph. 4. 17-32,
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TimE, Prace, Erc.—A.D. 50. See Lesson L.

CoxxectiNGg Link.—The danger of worldly
pleasure. James 4. 1-6. -

EXPLANATIONS —Resist the devil—Every
wicked thought and feeling is Satan's tempta-
tion, and should be put away. Flee from you—
Satan soon leaves those who do not encourage
him. Draw nigh to God—By prayer and trying
to be like Jesus. Double-minded—People who
are trying at once to please others and to please
God. ~ Be afflicted—Be truly sorry for your
wrong-doings. Speak not evil—Rather try to
find something good to say of others. Judgeth
his brother—By a fault-finding spirit toward
him, Judgeth the law—Sets ﬁimself up as a
judge by declaring what others should do. One
lawgiver—The Almighty God and Judge. We
will go—That is, saying this as if we could do
as we please without God. A vapor—Life is
like a cloud vanishing suddenly away. Ought
to say—Or to think, even if we do not say it.
Ye rejoice in your hoastings—You boast in self,
as if there were no God, Knoweth to do good—
If any one knows what is right, but does not
do it, he is doing evil.

LENSON HYDNMNS,
No. 168, Methodist Hymn-Book.
Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,
Which before the cross I spend ;

Life, and health, and peace possessing,
From the sinner’s dying Friend.

Truly blessed is the station,
Low before his cross to lie,
While I see divine compassion
Beaming from his gracious eye.

Heve it is I find my heaven,
While upon the Lamb I gaze ;
Love I much ? I've much forgiven ;
I'm a miracle of grace,

Here in tender, grateful sorrow
With my Saviour will I stay ;

Here new strength and hope will borrow ;
Here will love my fears away.

169, Methodist Hymn-Book.
In the cross of Christ I glory,
Towering o’er the wrecks of time ;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

N

e

When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,

Never shall the cross forsake me ;
Still it glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,

From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more lustre to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the cross are sanctified ;

Peace is there, that knows no_meusure,
Joys that evermore abide.

. 98, 8. 8. Hymnal,
O land of rest, for thee I sigh.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Living asin God’s Sight--as Our
Friend, v. 7-10. To whom should we be
submissive? For what reason? What is it
to draw nigh unto God? What promise is
given to the prayerful heart? What prepara-
tion is needed ? ‘What help is promised to the
humble ?

2. Living as in God's Sight—a.s Our
Judge, v. 11-12.  What should be avoided in
conversation? What is our duty toward each
other? 1 John 4. 7. What do we become
when we judge others? Who alone is our
judge? What power belongs to him? What
has Jesus said about judging others? Matt.
.%
3. Living as in God’s Sight—as Our
Guide, v. 13-17. What warning is given
about laying plans for the future?  Of what
are we always uncertain? What is a “vapor?”
How is our life like a vapor? ~ What ought we
to say in all our planning? Who alone con-
trols all our plans? Prov, 16. 9. What does
neglect to do right become ? .

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON,
Where in this lesson do we find—

1. Encouragement to call upon God?

2. Warning against hasty judgment?

3. Reasons for trusting God fully ?

Tue LessoNn Carecuism, —(For the entire
school). 1. To whom should we submit our-
selves? To God. 2. How can we make the
devil flee from us? By resisting him. 2. How
can we get God to draw nigh to us? By draw-
ing nigh to him. 4. What should we be in
respect to the law ? Doers, not judges 5. To
what is our life compared? To a vapor.

DoctriNaAL SucGesTioN,—The supreme au-
thority of God.

QUENTIONS FOR SENIOIR STUDENTS,

1. Living as in God's Sight—as
Our Friend, v. 7-10. How may we make
God our friend? How must we act toward
(God's enemy, the devil? How should we
regard our own sins? How may we be lifted
up? GouLpeN TEXT.

2. Living as in God's Sight—as
Our Judge, v. 11, 12, Who is our lawgiver
and judge? How do men often try to make
themselves judges? What is there wrong in
such conduct? Why have we no right to do
this? Is it ever right for us to criticise
others ?

3. Living as in God's Sight—as
Our Guide, v. 13-17.  What earthly pur-
poses are here condemned? Why are such

urposes wrong? What should we say and
?eel in our hearts? What definition of sin is
here given? Name some sins of omission as
evil as actual wrong-doings. How may we
avoid these sins ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,

‘What are here shown—
1. As errors to be shunned ?
2. As characters to be sought ?
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SUHOLARS,

To whom must we submit ourselves? To
God.

When does God draw nigh to us? When
we draw nigh to him.

What should our sins cause us? Sorrow of
heart.

Who can turn our sorrow to joy? The

Lord.

When can God lift us up?
humbled ourselves.

What does God forbid us to do? To speak
evil of each other,

What does he command ?
another,

Why must we not judge ? Because that would
be putting ourselves in God’s place ?

\l\)'hu alone can judge? The Lord.

How should we live? Trusting in God, not
ourselves,

To whom does our life belong ? To God.

From whom comes all good?” From God,

Can we claim any good ourselves? No;
only Christ, who workcth through us. How
may we sin? By knowing the right and not
doing it.

When we have

That we love one

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

Ask yourself, What does God see in my heart ?

Love, ) Hatred,
Trust Unbelief,
Obedience, > Or, < Disobedience,
Self-denial, J Selfishness,
Giratitude, \ Indifference.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Life of the Gospel,
I. A LiFE oF SUBMISSION T0 GOD.

Submit yourselves therefore to God. v. 7.

“Humble yourselves. ...under. ...God.”
1 Pet. 5. 6.

“It is the Lord....do what seemeth
....good. 1 Sam, 3.18.
11. A LIFE OF RESISTANCE TO EVIL.

Resist the devil. .. .flee from you. v. 7.

“Be vigilant....your adversary the
devil.” 1 Pet. 5. 8, 9.

“ Neither give place to the devil.” Eph.
4 27,
I1I. A LIFE oF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.
Draw nigh to God....draw nigh to you.
v. 8
T Iée us return unto the Lord.” Hosea
its

“Idwell....withhim.. . humble spirit.”
Isa. 57. 15.
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IV. A LIFE oF PURITY OF HEART.

Purifz your hearts, ye double-minded. v. 8.
“ Wash you, make you clean.” Isa. 1. 16.
“Purifieth himself....as he is pure.”
1 John 3. 3.
V. A LIFE OF LOVE TO THE BROTHER-
HOOD.

Speak not evil one of another. v. 11.
“Who art thou....judgest another.”
Rom. 14. 4.
““ We love the brethren.” 1 John 3. 14.

VI. A L1FE oF TRUST IN GOD.
Ought to say, If the Lord will. v. 15.
“This will we do, if God permit.” Heb.

6. 3.
“We will remember....name of the
Lord.” Psa. 20. 7.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS.
The Christian in his Relations with God,

1. God is our King, and therefore expects
of us a loyal obedience, and a renunciation
of all opposing authority. v. 7.

2. God is our Friend, and therefore he
expects us to draw nigh to him, that he may
have fellowship with us. v, 8.

3. God is our Sanctifier, and therefore he
expects us to put away all sin, and seek for
pure hearts before him. v. 8.

4. God is our Redeemer, and therefore he
expects us to repent of the sins which have
chained us, and to humble ourselves in his
presence. v. 9, 10.

5. God is our Lawgiver, and therefore he
expects us to obey his word, and not to judge
it. v. 11, 12,

5. God is our Ruler, and therefore we are
to recognize him in every act, and never
forget our dependence upon him. v. 13-17.

CATECHINYT QUENTION,
6. How did Jesus Christ show that he was a
Teacher sent from God?

By {)crfurming signs and wonders such as
could be performed only by the power of God.

Rabbi, we know that™ thou art a teacher
come from God : for no man can do these signs
that thou doest, except God be with him.—
John 3. 2.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

A MARVELLOUS influence has often been
exercised over the actions of men by the
objects in the sight of which they are per-
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formed. “ Four thousand years are looking
down upon you from the Pyramids!” was
the speech with which Napoleon sought to
fire the courage of his soldiersin Egypt. In
sight of the spot where he had saved the
capital the Romans could not put Manlius
to death. And stronger yet is the influence
which emanates from a living object. The
soldier fizhts with more spirit under the eye
of the general. The boy will run the race
with greater eagerness who knows that his
parents are watching every step. The lad
who is idling away his time will turn hastily
to work if he sees the eye of his master upon
him. The presence of another may affect
us, when conscious of it, in many different
ways. It may be encouraging or deterring,
invigorating or weakening, may inspire hope
and pleasure, or cause fear and trouble.

But if so much is effected by the presence
of beings like ourselves, and even of inani-
mate objects, how great must the power
over men’s lives be exercised by the con-
sciousness of being in the presence and
under the eye of God, by the knowledge
that he is reading our thoughts, marking our
doings, and holding the thread of our lives in
his own Almighty hand! What ought to
be, and will be, the effect of that knowledge
and consciousness? The answer to this
question, as given by the Apostle James, is
the subject of our lesson to-day. He an-
swers it in a fourfold manner—as to the dis-
position of the inmost heart—as to outward
temptation—as to our judgment of others,
and as to our plans and doings in this
world.

1. As to the disposition of the heart. vers.
8-10.

Imagine a ragged boy out of the streets
suddenly brought to the door of a brilliantly
lighted room, filled with well-dressed com-

any, and aware that all eyes are fixed upon

imself. What will be the effect on him?
For one thing, he will certainly become alive
to his own dirty and wretched appearance.
Such a boy was once presented to the photo-
grapher, that a faithful picture might be
obtained of him as he there was. He im-
mediately woke up to the sense of some-
thing being lacking about him, and began to
smooth down his rags and try to straighten
his hair. And when any man or child
begins to realize the truth that God’s eye is
upon him—that God is looking at him,
noticing him, his conscience becomes un-
easy ; he feels that he is a sinner. “Art
thou come,” said the widow of Zirephath to
the “man of God,” “to call my sins to
remembrance, and to slay my son?” “ Be-
hold,” said Isaiah, “when he saw his glory,”

“1 am a man of unclean lips.” * Depart
from me,” cried Simon Peter, when he began
to realize the divine power of Jesus, ‘“for I
am a sinful man, O Lord.” Two girls had
taken a room at an institute for young
women. Over their chimney-piece hung a
text from God’s word. They could not bear
it. It seemed to look through them. And
in a few days they gave notice to depart.

For the first thing that follows the con-
sciousness of sin in the heart is fear and
trouble, But this ought not to be all, and
will not be all unless the heart turns away,
refusing to retain the consciousness of
God's presence, and seeking to forget him.
“Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he shall lift you up.” * Draw
nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh to
you.” So the widow of Zarephath found it;
so Isaiah, so Simon Peter. Consciousness
of sin, repentance, humility, and joy, are
worked in the heart by the realization of
being “in the sight of the Lord.”

2. As to outward temptation and conflict.
ver. 7.

A boy is tempted to play truant, or to
defraud his employer. The temptation is
strong. Conscience says “ No,” but com-
panions say “Come.” He feels almost
forced to yield, and disobey or cheat the
master. But presently he becomes aware
that the master is watching the whole pro-
ceeding. This alters the case. Or, a little
band of soldiers meet with an enemy su-
perior in force. Surely they must yield. But
no : they remember that their general is
watching ; he can send succour in a mo-
ment. They resist, and the foe takes to
flight. “ Be subject to God.” “ Resist the
devil,” because the Lord is near, “and he will
flee from you.” So did Joseph. Gen. 39. 9.
So did Abijah, Asa, and Jehoshaphat (2
Chron. 13. 10, 12 ; 14. 11 20. 6, etc.) when
threatened by the enemy.

3. As to our judgment of others. Ver. 8,

A girl is just about to make some dis-
paraging remark concerning an acquaint-
ance. Suddenly she perceives the mother,
sister, or friend of that acquaintance within
ear-shot. She is stopped atonce. She will
say nothing in their presence and hearing.
But suppose there is no one by who has any
close interest in the person; does not the
Father above care? Is it nothing to him if
one of those for whom he gave his Son is
slandered and injured? “Speak not evil
one of another,” for he notices it. He knows
all the circumstances, which we do not. He
knows whether the conduct which seems
strange to us is really a branch of his own
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holy law. He is the Lawgiver; “who art
thou that judgest another !”

4. As to our plans and doings in this
world. Ver. 17.

The young are apt to plan as though every-
thing must fall out as they imagine. ** Count-
ing your chickens before they are hatched”
is a very common experience. Een among
the old we find persons like the rich fool.
Luke 12. 20. Men will go on planning and
working and expecting to shape their destiny
as pleases themselves, forgetting that their
earthly life is, or, rather, they themselves (so
far as this earth is concerned) are (see Re-
vised Version) “a vapour that appeareth for
a time, and then vanisheth away.” What
then ? Are we to live from day to day, with-
out aim, without object, merely awaiting
what comes? That is the life of the atheist:
“Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we
die.” There is not,as the ancients supposed,
a blind Fate ruling us and determining our
destiny, but a living God, who, if we accept
his free gift of salvation in his Son Jesus
Christ, will be, not our Ruler only, but our
Father and Protector. Let us be about his
business (Luke 2. 49,) active, earnest, pains-
taking in all thatis given us to do— glanning
when it is needful, but saying from the heart,
“1f the Lord will.” This is the secret of all
peace and success, and he who lives as in
God’s sight lives in a sunshine which lights
and warms and makes to thrive, and never
deceives !

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
1ass,

Show the connection between this lesson
and the verses immediately precedingit. . ..
Show to whom these words are addressed,
and to what extent they apply to us....
Notice the evils which are here rebuked by
the apostle : 1. Double-mindedness—trying
at once to serve God and the world, v. 7, 8;
2. Frivolity and pride—blinding men to
their spiritual condition, v. 9, 10; 3. Cen-
soriousness in judgment—fault-finding, v.
i1, 125 4 Sell-dependence—lhinking of
self without recognition of God, v. 13-15....
Show how these sins are manifested at the
present time....The various relations of
the Christian to God, and the duties which
those relations require, as shown in this
lesson, are given in the Additional Practical
Lessons....The Christian life and its re-
quirements are shown in the Analytical and
Biblical Outline. ...ILLUSTRATIONS. Ver.
7 : Story of Tarpei, the Roman girl, who
admired the jewels of the Sabine besiegers
of the city, talked with the enemies, agreed
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to open the gates if they would give her
“what they woreontheir arms,” meaning their
gold armlets. They promised, she admitted
them, and they threw on her their shields,
crushing her to death.  But for her yielding
to temptation she might have saved her
city, her honour, her life....Ver. 11, 12:
See Christ’s illustration of judging others in
the “mote” and “ beam” Matt. 7. 1-5. ...
Vers. 13-16: In the Talmud there is a legend
as follows : “ A father, at his son’s circum-
cision, produces wine seven years old, and
says, ‘ With this wine will I continue for a
long time to celebrate the birth of my new
born son.” That night Rabbi Simeon meets
the Angel of Death, and asks him ‘ Why he
is wandering about.’” ¢ Because,’ said Asrael,
‘1 slay those who say, We will do this or
that, and think not how soon death may
overtake them. The man who said he would
drink that wine often shall die in thirty
days.””—Farrar.

References. FOSTER'S ILLUSTRATIONS:
Ver. 7 : Prose, 2552, 11930. Ver. 8: Poeti-
cal, 519 ; Prose, 9403. Ver. 9: Prose, 5114.
Ver.13: Poetical, 2890 ; Prose, 4153. Ver.
14: Prose, 4711, 10269. Ver 15: Prose,
9069, 10999. Ver. 16: Prose, 6877. Ver.
17 : Prose, 2484, 9oo8. Ver. 18 :.Prose,
2123. Ver. 19: Prose, 3317, 5628. Ver,
22: Prose, 2813, 2818, Ver. 23,24 : Prose:
2812. Ver. 24: Prose, 9361. Ver. 26,
Prose, 5739, 12014. Ver. 27 : Prose, 4276
....FREEMAN. Ver. 12: ['he crown of
life, 864. Ver. 23: Metallic mirrors, 139,
Ver. 16 : Poetical, 1113; Prose, 3997. Ver.
17: Poetical 941 ; Prose, 3504...FREEMAN.
Ver. 13 : Travelling merchants, 885.

Lesson Word-Plctures.

Drawing nigh to God! Hush! Look
within that chamber. A soul is in prayer,
that man with 1fted hands, his face bathed in
tears, feeling after God, crying after God,
only to find him anew, to be absorbed into
him, to be possessed by him. And in his
presence still the disciple goes out, to live
in his sight. The man is on the street now.
He is talking with a friend. A brother is
passing of whom he is inclined to say a
judging, censorious word. But he looks up
to the blue, boundless sky. How full of God
does it seem. that ever-present Judge, who
could bring him up to his bar a guilty soul !
Will the creature be like the Creator, and
be Jndge? That disciple feels the sting of
another temptation.  Gain is suggested to
him, gain in connection with a life away,
only to be followed by a return, rich, hon-
oured, courted, envied. But suddenly his
countenance is awed. God is coming into
his thoughts, God the everlasting, before the




eternity of whose existence his own life is a
vapour wreathing up trom the stream,
dwindling, then vanishing into the open,
broad, limitless sky. He had not thought
of God. What if God should blast the
vapour suddenly, and his own nourished
plans die! He bows his head, saying of his
future, “If the Lord will!”

Binckboard.

BY J. B. PHIPPS, K8Q.
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lk E KNOW NOT WHAT SHALL B
ON THE MORROW.

EXPLANATION. The all-seeing eye of
God is here represented. The lines illus-
trate My Life from the cradle (C) to the
grave (G.) God seesit all. 1 only see the
past and the present, and I cannot tell what
the morrow will bring forth, Inview of this
truth, what duty does the seventh verse of
the lesson teach? How can I draw nigh
unto God? As I walk in his sight, what
does the eighth verse say about my heart
and hands? What verse teaches humility ?
The sin of evil speaking? The uncer-
tainty of life? The duty of trust in God’s
providence ? What is the last sentence on
the board? Conclude the review by urging
renewed faithfulness and remembrance that
we depend on God for life, breath, and all
things.

Primary and

BY M. V. M,
Lussoy Tuovaur. “ ZThon
Me”

God Seest
WHAT TO TEACH,

7o Teachers. Can we teach this lesson
so that children will feel that they are actu-
ally living, walking, talking, eating, drinking,
sleeping, under the eye of God? Certainly
not, unless we feel it ourselves ! But it is
truth, and God wants his little ones to have
it, not to hold as a head truth, but a heart
truth, molding and shaping the life. Letus
seek, if we have it not, a living belief in it,
that with God’s help, we may be able to pass
it on to our children. To be taught: Who is
God? Whereis God? How to draw nigh
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unto him. What follows drawing nigh to
God.
WHO 18 GOD ?

1. Ask different ones who God is, and con-
dense all the answers into this, “ God is our
Father,” Talk about a good father in a
family, how he loves his children, provides
for them, protects them, tries in every way
to make them good and bappy. Suppose
one of his children does wrong : should he
hide it from his father? Who, then, can
helr him to be good? Light a tiny taper,
and compare its light with that of the great
sun. So the best father in the world is little
and insignificant compared to our great
Father.

WHERE 1S GOD ?

2. Children will be ready enough to say
that God is everywhere, but try and make
them face the reality in ways that they can
understand, Teach that he is not only
everywhere, doing every thing, but that he
sees every thing and every body, and really
cares about the least word and act of the
least child, Is he, then, in thisroom? Yes,
looking into your heart, and my heart, and
every heart here. What does he see, and
what shall I do if he sees sin in the heart.

DRAW NIGH TO GOD.

3. Print on the board “ Draw nigh to
God.” Teach that the time when we most
need to draw nigh to God is when we need
him most, and that 1s when we are naughty.
Teach that just as a naughty child can do

[ nothing so good as to go to his father and

tell him all about it, so a naughty child of
(iod must go right to him.  Try and make
it felt that it is a very simple thing to go to
(yod: that he is real, if we do not see him:
tha the hears us and loves us always, just as
we are.

4. Show that when we simply come to
(iod, speak to him, hear him speak, and
obey, then he lets us know that he is very
near to us. What child is afraid when father
is close by? If we know that God is close
by us, we shall fear no evil. (Some teachers
may prefer another line of thought. What-
ever form we give to this lesson, let us take
one truth and make it plain.)

LESSONS FOR FEBRUARY, 1884,

FEp. 3. Paul’s Second Missionary Jour-
ney. Acts 15. 35-41,and 16-10.

Fen. 10. The Conversion of Lydia.
16, 11-24.

IEn. 17. The Conversion of the Jailer,
Acts 16, 25-40.

FEp. 24. Thessalonians
Acts 17, 114,

Acts

and Bereans.




