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LENT AND EASTER.

Very humbly, very thankfully
should we accept the Church’s
guidance, as year by year, she bids
us pause to note the days aud sea-
sons which ccmmemer.te the HoLy
Lire lived for our sakes upon this
sinful earth.

But for that faithful and unfalter-
ing voice, but for that loving hand,
stretched out to stay us, wauld we
not, too eften, go on our careless
way without a theught of the great
things done for us? But, thack
Gop! Christ’s Witnoss is i our midst
aud we ¢ mnot, if we would, shut
our ears and eur hearts to her plead-
ings. For forty solemn days she
tells us of the Man of Sorrows, whe
for our sakes fasted forty days and
forty nights; who endured tempta-
tion, that we, when tempted, might
gather stlength from that sinless
One.

She leads us on to that day
of awful gloom, and yet the source
of all our hope, when, forsaken of
all, dying a shameful death, bearing
alone the sins of the World our
Saviour, with arms eutstret:hed

upon the Cross. would draw all men
unte Him. She bids us watch by
the sealed sepulchre in faith and
hope,while that Bl :ssed Form, which
went abeut doing goed, lies locked
in the sleep of deith; and then

O day of exceeding gladness!she
shows us the stone relled away from
the rocky pertal ; she shows us the
empty temb, the vision of Angels
and lo! O\I: stauds in the Gaxden,
the Risen Lord! ONE over whom
Death hath no more dominion, and
beneath whose feet ave crushed the
powers of evil. Yes, with loving
gratitude, we will listen to the
Church’s voice that will not let us
be unmindful of our Lord and
King, but tells us again and again
WIIOSE we are alml WHOM we shou'd
serve, a~d puts upon our lips fit
werds ot penitence, and prayer, and
praise. Through Lent and en the
areat day of Atonement we will
humble ourselves and bewail the
sins that brought Him te the Cross.

At TEaster we' wilt rejoice with
Angels and Arctangels that IHe
has overcome Death and opened
unte us the Gates of Lverlasting
Life. -
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REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS
BLOOD.

WEARY of earth, and laden with my sin,

T look at heaven and long to enter in ;

But there no evil thing may find a home :

And yet I hear a voice that bids me
¢¢ come ”

So vile T am, how dare I hope to stand

In the pure Glory of that holy land?

Before the whiteness of that Throune ap-
pear? )

Yet there are Hands stretched out to draw
me near.

The while I fain would tread the heaven-
ly way.

Evil is ever with me day byday ;

Yet on mine ears tke gracious tidingsfalls

‘¢ Repent, cenfess, thou shalt be loosed
from all.”

Tt is the voice of Jesus that I hear,

His are the Havds stretched out to draw
me near, h

And His the Blood that can for all atone,

And set me faultless there before the

Throne.
—Selected,

———a
PASSION WEEK.

TuE last week of the Lenten Fast
has been called, from thecloser con-
templation of the Redeemer’s suf-
ferings to which it is deveted Pas-
stgn Weel: ; and, frem the solemnity
with which it was wont to be ob-
served, the Holy Week. It was also
called the Great Week, from the
great work ef redemption completed
during its pregress. Commencing
with Palm Sunday, so called from
palm-branches strewn in the way
before Jesus en his triumphant ap-
proach to Jerusalem, it closes with
the impressive Services 0 Maunday
—Thursday, Good Friday and East-
er Eve. -

On the first of these days it wasa

very ancient custom for bishops:
nobles and even Kings to perform
the ceremony called Lavipedium, in
imitation of the Saviour’s act of
humi ity in washing the feet of his
Discip'es. Since the time of James
II. in England this rite has been
superseded by the distribution of
the Royal Maundy, as it is called
in Whitehall Chapel by the Lord
Almoner.

GGoop Fripay is so-called in the
Church of Ergland with reference
to the good things purchased for us
by the Atonemenl on the Cross;
and,-as all the Fridays in the year
are appointed fasting days, in honor
of our Lord’s Crucifixion on that
day of the week, so more especially
has the anniversary of that event
been observed from the first ages of
the Church with fasting, humiliation
and prayer.

In memory of Christ “dead and
buried,”” Easter Eve has always
been celebrated as a strict fast with
solemn services.—Selected.

-

NOTES ON THE OCCASIONAL
SERVICES.

No. II.—CoNFIRMATION.

TuERE are so many manuals and
tracts of varying degrecs of excel-
lence on this subject, that our notes
will be brief:

1. Definition. An ordinance in-
stituted by the inspired Apostles,
baving an outward sign and am
inward gift, in which, upon our
taking upon us the three vews of
Repentance, Faith and Obedience
which our sureties made for us, or
we ourselves made in Baptism.
Gob bestows on us.such gifts of the
Holy Ghost as are necessary to
strengthen us jn the Christian life.
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We confirm our covenant, and are
confirmed, or strengthened.

,2. Origin. The Jewshada simi-
lar ceremony when a boy reached
12 years of age.” We also find con
firmation mentioned in Acts viii.
14-17; Acts xix. 1-6; Heb. vi.
1-2. Ia the first two passages
notico four particulars: a. The
Minister, an Apostle. 5. The can-
didates, baptised persons. c¢. The
act, laying on of hands. d. The
result, a gift of the Hely Spirit.
Turn to the Prayer Book, and you
will find these four notes respecting
the officer, the candidates, the act
and the result. In the last passage
St. Paul speaks eof certain “prin-
ciples” of the “doectrine” of Chuist.
Mark how beautifully they succeed
each other—Repentance and Faith,
Baptism and Laying oa of Hands,
Resurrection and Eternal Judgment.
All are equally pringiples. We
have no right to reject “laying on
of hands ” any more than “ Faith.”
Two refer to the beginning of grace
in the seul—we mnst repent and
believe.  Two refer te the begin
nieg of the Christian life—we must
be baptized and confirmed. Two
refer to the future lifo of glory—we
must live in expectation of the
resurrection and prepare for efernal
Judgment.

Cenfirmatien is not a Sacrament,
though having an outward sign
and an inward gift, because insti-
tuted by the Apostles, and not by
Christ. The Holy Ghost, which is
given in the Rite. was not sent till
after Christ’s Ascension.

The Preface. This gives the de-,),
' Apestles, and many other examples,

sign of the effice, “ Month and eon-
. sent.” The first is external; the
second expressive of inward reselve.
““ Openly be%ore the Lord,” the bap-

tized are to come ferward and swear
allegiance to the Lerd.

Then the Bishop puts the solemn
question: “In the presence of Gop
and of this congregation.” How
solemn should be the thoughts of
the candidates before such witnesses
to his vews?

“And every one shall audibly
answer I do.” “Audibly,” se as te
be heard. He must answer dis-
tinetly, or else the whole of the
preparation will be thrown away.
I do renounce, I do believe, I do
resolve te obey. We must confess
Christ with the mouth. Thea fol-
low the versicles. The candidates
are reminded at the very outset
where there true strength lies : “Quy
help is in the name of the Lord.”
Never pretend to trust in your ewn
strength 1o keep such vows as these.
Put your trust alone in Gop. Then
follews a Prayer befere the Imposi-
tion of Hands. The assertion that
Gop has forgiven the candidates all
their sins procesds upon the hypo-
thesis (which runs all threugh the
Prayer Book) that the ordinance is
approached in Repentance and [Faith,
Prayer is made that Gop would
strengthen the baptized with the
Holy Ghost.  The “manifold gifts
of grace” are faken from Isaiah the
xi. 2, that we may be wise and ap-
prehensive, prudent and courageous,
discreet in our choice, devout in
our duties, and pious in our lives.”

« Lay his hand upon the head.”—
One of the most ancient ceremonies
in the worll. Witness Jacob (Gen.
48.14), Numbers 27.18, the ex-
ample of the Saviour and the

 “Eyerlasting Kingdom.” The per-
son has already come to the Church,
the Kingdom of Grace, now he needs
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to be brought to the Kingdom of
Glory.

Then follow the Lord's Pray-
cr, and a more general Prayer.
The “laying on ot hands” is stated
to be “a sign” of God's favour and
goodness towards them. The thing
siguified, the gift of the Holy
Ghost, comes in answer to Prayer.
If the candidate comes in repen-
tance and Faith,—if he asks for the
blessing, joined as he is by the
Bishep and congregation, the impo-
sition of hands is a sign and seal of
the gift of the Holy Ghoest. There
i3 no assumption ef arbitrary power
to bestow a blessing. It depends
on the candidate whether it shall
be an empty sign, or the token of
areal gift then bestowed.

“Let Thy fatherly hand ever be
over them.”— Ever; thatis when
my hand is removed. low beauti-
ful a petition! Then follows a
prayer for protection in body and
soul, and then the blessing.  Only
the latter part of the usual benedic-
tionis used. “Upon you,” brings
out the idea of the blessing resting
on each individual head. This
blessing will abide, unless by wil-
ful sin or gross negligence they drive
it away. In that case Confirmation
or the Prayers of Bishop or cengre-
gation will do them no good. They
do well torenew their vews in Con-
firmation ; but if they break them,
they cannot expect to reap the bene-
fit of them.

Christian Reader, the vews of Gop
are upon yeu. Gop has promised
Pardon on your repentarce, (Grace
on condition of your faith, and
Iiternal life en condition of your
obedience.
caznot break his part of the cove-
nant, if your life shall turn out a

Remember, that Gop

failuve, it will be owing to your own
broken vows.
— o>

REMARKS OF JOHN RAN.
DOLPH.

Ton Chureh Messenger of North
Carolina has received from an auth-
entic sonrce the following remarks
of John Randolph ef Roaneke. writ-
ten in the prayer boek ef his nephew
August 8, 1818 :

“Your pirents were born memb-
ers of the Church of Englacd  All
your forefathers have been of that
persuasion. You can have no good
reason to desert it. Keep this book
and tonsider it as next to the Bible
(from which it is, for the most part
extracted) entitled te your reveren-
ce. If any charge you with jform-
ality, ask them if there be more
form in reading prose than singing
verse, given out, teo, by another.
This all seek but the Quakers, Ask
them te read our Liturgy, more es-
pecially the General Confession. Te
Deum, and, above all, the Litany,
if they can, with unmoved hearts
or uncurled bloed. He that refus-
es to go along with a devout reader
of this service, may suspect himself
of a want of “vital religien,” If
form be again ebjected anrd the
coldness of our service, tell them
the coldness is not in the book, but
in the bosoms of men. Here is
something, which, out of the Bible
we shall seek elsewhere in vainm,
to suit every rank and comdition of
life. I am rarely affected by extem-
pore prayer—often in pain for the
person praying,—but in whatever
noed I find my feelings, whether

f penitence or thanksgiving. I res-
pond to the supplication and pray-
ers of eur Venerable Church.”
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CHRIST AND WOMAN.

It is remarkable that no woman
is mentiened as ever speaking
against Christ in His life. or having
a share in His death. On the con-
trary, He is anointed by a woman
for His burial ; women are the las;
at his grave, the first at His Resur-
rection; to a woman He first ap-
peared ; women ministere! te His
wants at Galilee; women bewailad
and lamented Him; a heathen
woman interceded for His life with
her husband; and above all, He
was “born of a wom&h”; so that
as woman is most conspicuouns in
the first transg:ession, so she is not
conspicuous in the second great
crime of the children of Adam.—
Isaae Williams.

———ea

ANCIENT COPIES OF THE
HOLY BIBLE.

(rEEE copies of the Holy Bible,
or of portions of it, hive been
handed dewn to us from a very
carly age of Christiunity, and are
the most “ancient copies of the

erintures kuown to exist. One
of tne mo-~t complete of these is
preserved in the British Museum,
under the name of the Alexandrine
Manuscript, and dates from the end
of the 4th or beginning of the 5th
century. 1t was given to Charles
I by Cyril Lucar, Patriarch of (‘on-
stantinople, in 1628. It consists
of four volumes (one of which is
laid open to the sight of visitors,
under glass) and is written in double
columns on parchment, in ““ uncial”
or capital letters. This manuseript
of the Bible is almest complete ; it
contains an ancient A rabic memoran-
dum, which states that it was pen-
ned by the Martyr Thecla, an

-older.

Alexandrian lady, who suffered
martyrdom in the Diecletian perse-
cution, before A. D., 320.

At Reme there is a Greek Bible
equally ancient with the preceding,
or perhaps a quarter of a century
It is called the ¢ Vatican
Manascript,” having been preserved
in the Vatican Library for about
400 years, and is supposed to have
been brought frem Constantinople
to Rome about that time. It iswrit-
ten on parchment, with three
columns on a page in arather smalier
hand than the Alexandrine. Itis
not so complete as that in the British
Museum, but i! contains neerly the
whole of the sacred books

Another Greek Bible, of inestim-
able value and of about the same
date as the two preceding, was dis-
cevered by Tischendorf, the great
German scholar, in a Monastery at
Mount Sinai, and placed in the
Royal Library at St. Petersburg. It
is called the Sinaitic Manuscript. It
is written with four columns te a
page, on parchment, in a character
similar to the twe preceding. There
exist about forty manuscripts in the
same capital-letter character of
smaller portions of the Bible, of
nearly as ancient a date, these of the
gaspels being most numercus. Of
manuscripts in the ordinary run-
ning hand, there are ten or twelve
times as many; but these are
always of a later date. Itwill give
an idea of the extreme value pos-
sessed by the three we have men-
tioned, to add that oenly twenty-
seven MSS. out of all that exist
contain the whele of the New
Testament. ‘

The Latin Bible is also found in
very anciemt cepies, seme going
as far back as the 6th century. It
seems probable that some portions



6 CHURCH WORK.

of the Holy Bible were translated
into Latin in the time of the
Apostles; as it i3 cerfain that the
North African Church possessed a
Latin Bible very shertly after the
death of St. Jehn. This original
“ Vulgate” (as St. Jerome called it)
is now only found in fragments, a
ravised one, by St. Jerome (A. D
345-—-420) having become that by
which the Bible was principally
known throughout the werld for
centuries. It is that universally
known as THE VurLeaTe. Next to
the Greek Bibles, described above,
it is of the very highest authority.
Ancient versions and copies of
the Holy Secriptures also remain in
Syriac, Arabic, Aithiopic (Abys-
sinian), Armenian and Egyptian.
There is also a beautiful, but very
imperfect manuseript, written in
silver letters on purple vellum,
abeut the 6th century, and in the
Gothic language. This is preserved
in the University Library at Upsal.
— From Blunt.
—— -
I repENT Of all my life, but that
part of it I spent in communion
with- Goep, ard in doing geod.
Dr. Donne. On his death-bed.
Be not “hearers only”: Many
persons go from sermon te sermon,
from ene place of worship 16
another, and hear much, digest
little, and do nothing.— Manton.
—_—————————

USE YOUR CHURCH.

By Rev. DR. BaiLey. LATE WARDEN
OF ST. AvGUSTINE's COLLEGE.
Use it constantly, use it devoutly,
use it thankfully, use it as the cen-
tre and vitalizer of your daily com-
mon life, use it as a bond of religi-
eus and secial umion qme with

another, use it as a place of train-
ing for the worship of heaven.

Use it, I say, constantly, Every
Lord's day, when the doorsare open,
(and on other holy days if yeu are
able), go thither, husbands and
wives, young nmien and maldens, and
take your accustomed places in the
congregation, that your seats may
never be empty.

And when you go, use your
Church devoutly, kneel down at
first after entering, and effer up a
silent prayer to your heavenly Fa-
ther. te give you the blessing of His
gracious Pregcnee and Holy Spirit,
thut you may offer to Him accepta-
ble worship

Use your Church, for pouring
out yeur soul in all 1ts needs before
Him: in guilt asking His pardon ; in
SOTTOW, askmcr His comfort; in diffi-
culties, askm" His mudance in
weakness, askmfr His grace.

Use your Church, in sending up
there your tribute of thanksgiving
te God for all the mercies you re-
ceive at His hands, your praise for
His great and glorious attributes,
your petxtxon for the supply of all
your wants : your intercessions and -
litanies for a'l sortsand conditions
of men.

Use everything in the Church for
its appointed purpaese.

Use tne Font for bringing to it
your children and godchildren, that
they may be made, in Hely Bap-
tisin, members of Christ, children of
God, and inheritors of the kingdom
of heaven.

Use the seats for the quiet and or-
derly occupation of them, as you
listen.to the reading or preaching of
the word of God.

Use the hassocks or kneeling
boards (would that they were mere
suitable than many of them are %)
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for kneeling down upon during the
times of prayer in the service, ina
deveut and humble manner, as be-
come mortal and sinful beings, in
their approach to the holy and eter-
nal Lord God.

Use the hoir and bedy ef sing-
ers, for guiding and leading yeu
also to join with them in singing
the praises of Gob, that all may bs
as one, ‘‘to make one sound to be
heard in thanking and praising the
Lord.” (2 Ch onw. 13.)

Use the Lesson desk, with the
prayez, as the minister opens the
book, “Open ThHou mine eyes, that
I may see the wondreus things of
Thy law.” (Psalm cxix, 18.)

Use the pulpit, with the thought
before hand in your heart, “ Now
therefore are we all present before
Gop, to hear all thiogs that are
cemmanded thee of Gobn.” (dcts x,
33.)

Use the pulpit with reverent at
tention, because what is spoken
there to you comcerns most inti-
mately, not your present life ouly,
but that which is to come, ever
your eternal salvatien.

Use the pulpit with meditation
following, “searching the Seriptures

‘daily, whether these things are so0.”

(dets xvii, 11.)

Use the Lord’s Table, whenso-
ever the holy mysteries are there
set forth, with prepiration of heart
by exercises of repentance, of faith,
of charity, and behold the love of
Gob to your soul, “in that He has
given His dearly beloved Son not
only to die for yeu, but also to be
your spiritual food ané sustenance
in that Hely Sacriment.”

Use the Lord’s Table, as an Altar
for offering thereon of your alms
and free-will offerings; an Altar,

for commemorating, and pleading
before the Father, the sacrifice of
the death. ence for al, upon the
Cross of your dear Lord and omly
Savieur; an Altar, al which to
“present yourselves. your souls and
bodies, a reasonable, holy, and live.
ly sacrifice unto im,” as being
“members incorporate of His mysti-
cal Body, which is the blessed com-
pany of all faithful people.”

Use your Church te remind ycu
of the holiness which ought to
characterize your daily life and
conversation. ‘“ Holiness becometh
thy house for ever.” *“Grow up
into Him in all things, which is the
Head, Jesus Christ, in whom all the
building fltly framed together
groweth unto a hely temple, in the
Lord. Fer the temple of Gop is
holy, which temple ye ave.” (Ps.
xcili, 6. Bph. iv, 15. ii, 51. L Cor.
iii, 17.)

Use your Church as a symbol of
Christian unity, and o” the love
which the members of the Church
ought to bear one to another, for “Je-
rusalem is as a city that is at unity
in itse!f.  We are members one of
another.” (Ps. exxii, 3. Zph. iv, 25.)

Use your Church, lastly, as a
training school, a place of prepara-
tion for the worship and aderation
of heaven. By t!.c multitude of the
redeemed in glory is offered up the
homage eof \ nceasing worship ; wor-
ship rendered by both the hodies
and the spirits of that happy, holy
congregation ; bodies made glorieus
like the Body of the Lord Jesus
Christ ; spirits made perfect and
white in the bleod of the Lamb.

Thus using yoeur Church now,
you shall assuredly have your por-
tien with the Church triumphant
for evermore,.
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DISHOP BEDELL ON EDU-
CATION.

Bisunor BepeLr, in the Chureh
Congress said : Christian education |
must begin and be carried eut to its
best fulfilment in the family. The
mether and the father are the true
teachers. A deaf mute preacher
had giyen hima valuable suggestion
on this subject. In interpreting
the parable of the prodigal son, he
said that what brought him homne,
was—not the husks and swine—
but his early parentil instruction.
To educate the intelleet wi:hout
the development of the moral
faculty, is to train up a devil. To
educate the moral affections by
neglecting the intellect, is to create
a fanatic. True education is the
leading out of all the faculties in

harmony.
_—_— e

SILENCE OF THE GOS3PELS
RESPECTING OUR LORD’S
LIFE AT NAZARETH.

SurELY it isno small proef that
one and the same Holy Spirit
inspired and over-ruled the four
Evangelists, that they should all,
with one accord, pass ever in com-
plete silence mere than nine tenths
of eur Lord’s earthly life. What
weu'd we not give to know mere of
that home at Nazareth, where
thirty leng years of that sinless
life were spent! But no! it is
buried in silence. And why ¢ The
silence of Iely Scripture is often
as instructive as its revelations—
let us humbly, tharefore, learn the
lesson of this mysterious silence.

There were inmates of that
Galilean home to whom was vouch-
safed, what is denied to us, the

privilege of watching the growth of

Jesus all through those years. And
to them it once occurred, as now to
us, to wonder that Jesus did not
seek to make Himself more widely
known. ¢Show Thyself to the
World,” they said. And what was
Christ’'s reply. My time is not
yet come : Your time is always
ready.” And what is the Evange-
list’s own comment.  ‘For neither
did his brethren believe on Him.’
Here then we have a lesson and a
warning.

The Lesson : —That Gop’s ways
are mnot as man's ways ; that what-
ever is most divine is most sec.et
in its growth ; a¥ with tho seed
that groweth secretly, we know not
how; as with the hidden life ef
grace within each one of us, so
with the Messiah in the Heme of
Nazareth,

And the Warning :—That the
kin.l of knowledge iwe most crave
after is not always the kind of
knowledge thatis best for us, To
know all about Christ is one thing:
to know Christ is quite another
thing. TLet us heware, lest, by
dwolling tee minutely and exclu-
sively on the earthly surreundings
of our Lord, we dim to curselves
the glory of His divine Persen. It
was pot flesh and bleod which -
revealed to Peter that in Jesus of
Nazareth he beheld the Son of the
living Goo.

The Gospel narrative is ret a
biography, but rather a revelation.
Gop grant it be so! Gop grant
that to all of us the pages of these
Gospels be no mere histery, but
ever more and more an open vision
of the Son of Gop \—From Norris'
Gospels,

—_—-

TrE Church Home of Geneva,
N.Y. hasreceived a gift of $10,£00. ,
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Says Jory Cauviy, to whom
Presbyterians should certainly look
with respect ©+  “Gop by vegenerit-
ing us in DBaptism, engrafts us into
the Society of his Church. and
makes us His by Adoption.” This
is precisely the idea of our Baptis-
mal Service and Catechism.

—_—— -

WiLL YOU BE CONFIRMED?

Visitor.—The Bishop is to hold
a Confirmation soon, and will you
be Confirmed ¢

Parisiiimer.—1 don’t know : why
should I be Confirmed?

Visitor.— Because you need the
grace of the Holy Ghost, witheut
which you cannot live a Christian
life,

Parishioner.—But dil I net re-
ecive the Hely Ghost when I was
Baptized ?

Visitor.—Certainly, but that was
o give you spiritual life, and you
want semething more than that.

Payishivner.—What move ¢

Vis tor~-Think for a moment.
Is it enough fora child to have life?
Must he not also grow, and get
stronger and stronger?

Purishioner.—1 see; you mean
that the iife of the soul is like the
life of the body. But shall I re-
eeive this strength by being Con-
firmed ?

Visitor.—No doubt you will, if
you come in a proper way. '

Purishioner.~FHow am Ite know
that?

Visitor. -- - Because when the
Apostles Confirmed those who had
been Baptized, they received the
Holy Ghost.— Acts viii. 17, xix. 6.

Parishioner.—But the Apostles
all died long ago.

Visitor.—Yes, but the Bishops
are their successors, and have the

same ministry given them by Gob
for the good of our souls.

Parizlioner.—But if Tam Con-
firmed, shall T not be mero respon-
sible than I am now %

Visitor.—No, you are as much
bound now to live 'ike a Christian
as you ever can be, because you
have been Baptized and made a
child of Gopn. Dy being Cenfirmed
you will receive the power to live
up to vour responsibi itics.

Darishioner.—TBut there are so
many temptations and trials, that
perhaps I might fall into sin, and it
seems worse to do that after Con-
firmation than befoere it.

Visitor.—Y our Confirmation will
not increase your temptations, but
will help you to overcome those
which you will have, whether you
are Confirmed or net.

Parichioner.—{ have more than
half a mind to come: but should I
not be expected to know a greab
deal befere I was ready?

Visitor.—You need only know
by heart the Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, and the Ten Command-
ments; and any further instruction
that you require will be given you.

Pa-ishioner.—DBut is ihat really
all ?

Vivitor.—-Yes, this is all the head
knowledge that is necessary. You
must, of course, come with good in
tentions. The preparation of the
heart is the great thing.

Parishioner.—What do you mean
by that?

Visitor.—You must come with a
real feeling of sorrew for your sins,
with a full reso've to lead a better
life and with an earnest desire to
love and please Gob.

Parishioner.—1f I'come, will you
help me to prepare myself properly?

Visitor.—That T will if T can:
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but there will be full instruction
given by the Clergy to all thos:
who send in their names te them

Parishioner. —Thank you : then
I will send in my name with the
others, and I will do my best.

Visitor.—That is right; do so,
and Gop will help you to prepare
yourself, so that the Confirmation
will be a lasting blessing to your
soul.

J. B V.

R e

AUSTRALIA.

Ar Victoria Bislop Moeorhouse
has headed adeputation to the Min-
ister of Education, to urge the
teaching of the facts of the Bible
in the State schools. The Minister
promised that this question should
be considered by the Cabinet. The
value of the Prayer-book is unin-
tentionally shown in a letter about
the funeral of a peor miner out in
the diggings There was no clergy-
man to be had, se the writer says,
I inguired if any one had a Pray-
er-Book ; the inquiry was passed
round, and at last found an affirm-
ative vresponse. I scarcely knew
how to conduet the service, but,
having found the place, I knew
there could be ng harm in asking all
to kneel. They did se, and the
.scene grew impressive — English-
men, Scotchmen, Irishmen, Ameri-
cans, and men from every nation of
Continental Europe. Nezroes, China-
men, Meorics, Roman Catholics,
Protestants, and Dissenters of every
shade, together with Iufidels and
Pagans, knelt reverently and listen-
ed in silence to the language of the
service of the Church of England.
When I came to the Lord’s Prayer
T asked them to repeat it with me,
and they did se—all who could

I shall never forget that scene. It
was the most impressive in which I
had ever beer, or have since been a
participator.”— Church Bells.

~n—--

HCME PIETY.

Ir is in ths family life that a
man's piety gets tested. Let the
husband be cross and swurly, giving
a slap here and a cuff theie, and
ses how out of sorts everything
gets! The wife grows celd and un-
amiable, toe. Both are tuned on
one key. They vibrate together,
giving tene for tone, rising in har-
mony or discord together. The
children grew up saucy and savage
as young bears. The father becomes
callous, peevish, hard. The wife
brist'es in self-defense. The house
is haunted by uglinessand domestic
brawls. Is that what Gop meanf
the family to be, He who made it a
place for Love to build her nest in,
and where kindness and sweet
courtesy might come to their finest
manifestations? The Divine can
be realized. There is sunshine
enough in the world to warm all.
Why will not men enjoy it? Some
men make it a peint to treat every
other man’s family well but their
own, and have smiles for all but
their kindred. Strange, pitiable
picture of human weakness, when
these we love best are treated worsh;
when courtesy is shown to all save
our friends ! If one wmust be rude
to any let it not be teo wife, sister,
brother or parent. Let oneof our
loved ones be taken away, and
memory reci\lls a thousand sayings
to regret. Death quickens recoilec-
tions painfully. The grave cannot
hide the white faces of those who
sleep.. The coffin and the greem
mound are cruel maguets, They
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* draw us farther than we would go.
They force us to remember. A
man never sees se far into human
life as when he looks over a wife’s
or mother’s grave. His eyos get
wondrous clear then and he sees as
never before what it is to love and
be beloved, what it is to injure the
feelings of the loved.—Selected.

—_——-

THE DEVIL'S WOKK.

“ Tae devil indeed tempts per-
sons to all kinds of sin, both to
carelessness, and to cevetousness
and worldliness ; but nevertheless
there is a particular sert of wicked-
ness, which hardly ranks with the
gradual decay which levity ar
worldliness brings about, which is
attributed in Seripture to the more
divect action ef Satan upom the
human heart. It is that bold,
proud, sometimes even sudden and
impulsive act of sin, by which ina
moment people cast out of t'.eir
hearts something which incommodes
and annoys them, and threatens to
interfere with the favorite pleasure
or object which they have placed
before them—their p'an of happi-
ness in life. The Spirit of Gop
acquaints them with some power-
ful truth about religlon, its neces-
sity, its glorious aim; for the human
heart cannot help itself here, it
must realize this as a piece of
knowledge, if it is so impressed.
But this truth so perceived becomes
an obstacle to their treasured aim
and prespect. What do they do
then?  They—hy perhaps one
bold, determined act—cast it out of
their minds. They say to them-
selves, ‘I will net be interfered
with; I have made my plan, and I
shall pursue it.” Persons who
have formed the intention of get-

ting on in’ life, attaining te wealth
and station, are perhaps especially
liab'e to encounter this kind of
obstacle, and thus to deal with it.
This class is net necessarily witheut
religious impressions and pereep-
tions, but they think that they
shall be able to make both exactly
agree—these r1eligious cemvictions,
and success in life. But all at once
they come upen a difficulty; some-
thing stops the way, not from with-
out, but from within; something
has to be dome which they had
rather not de; it goes against their
conscience. Shall their plan of
life then be spoilt for this one im-
pediment? No; by a summary
act they cast out the scruple, and
do what is wanted. This is the
kind" of act that Scripture especi-
ally assigns to diabelical influence.
¢The devil cometh and taketh
away the word eut of the’: hearts’ ;
he tempts them to cast out the
religious impulse which would have
kept them straight with God, but
not with man. I do net say that a
man may not recover spiritually
after having inflicted such a blow
upon himself, but it isa dreadful
act, which provokes the rightecus
justice of God, and that worst of
punishments, a hardened heart.”—
Selected.

Py
>l

A LIFE TO IMITATE.

Or the late Catherine Tait, wife
of the Archbishop of Canterbury,
it is said : “The real key te her cha-
racter is to be found in the depths
of her Christiaz life.  She was
above all things given te prayer.
From her earliest yeare she prayed
habitually and constauntly for guid-
ance. Secretly, and ip public, she
was aver seeking stremgth through
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prayer. Ilence, the charm to her
of the daily services of the Church,
which never hecame to her a form-
ality, because they were but the
outward and appropriate expression
of thoughts which were planted in
her soul by the spirit of Gop.
Nothing was more characteristic of
her than her way of spending Sun-
day. When you met her in the
early morning, her face seemead to
tell you it was her day of days.
She honestly tried to give up
the day, whole and eni.re, to Gop
and His special services, or to the
service of His poor and suffering
creatures. Her life in London was
such as befitted a Dishop's wife,
She forgot herself in ministering to
others,and set on foot several beneve-
lent plans for the benefit of the sick
er poor, the principal of them being
the erphanage which is now insep-
arably associated with her name.
. Every kind ef Christian activity
was familiar to this admira®le wo-
man, whose pleasures were to be
found in the path of duty. Her
earnestness and zeal in good works
inspired enthusiasm in others, her
large heart and noble charity enab-

led her to sympathise with good |

under all its phases.”

When we read of such alife we
should measure our own by it, and
strive tu turn the time given us on
earth to good account, ever keeping
in view that great Example which
this noble and humble-minded wo-
man so faithfully tried to follow.

—_—
“RY THEIR FRUITS.”

We read a good deal in the reli-
gious and secular press of the grow-
ing infidelity of theage ; the scien
tists make a greatery. Butside by
side with the unbelief, we notice

the fruits of faith, shewing that it
is a liviug power. Never was the
Christian Church more liberal than
it is now ; year by year points to a
large increase in ofterings for religi-
ous and charitable usss ; mever were
the poor so well cared for. Its
march is onward all the time, and
the army of the Lord of Hosts is
receiving constant recruits. Itis
so in our owr Church ; its General
Convention ic becoming unwieldy
by its numbars, and the Church’s
alms are well up in the millions.
In England, we are told, in the last
twenty-five years every cathedral in
the country, and nearly every parish
church has undergone restoration.
In fifteen years, the Bishop of
Gloucester and Brtstol has been
present in his diocese in one hun-
dred and seveny-five restored
Churches and has consecrated twen-
ty-five. In Devonshire, 8600,C00
has been centributed, besides the
titles and endewments. A ftree
that bears such fruit is not dead at
the reet, and need not be afraid of
our Lord’s test, “ by their fruits ye
shall knew them.” Infidslity may
abound : but Christian faith much
more abounds.—Living Church.
—_————————————
CHANGE OF HEART.
Saip the late Bishop Hopkins, of
Vermont: * We do think it some-
what hail that we should be
charged with denying the necessity
of a change of heart in erder to
Adult Baptism, when we expressly,
in our Catechism, demand the same
thing. under the name of Lcpen-
tance and Faith. . . . . In-
fants are to be carefully taught ths
meaning of their baptismal vews;
they are to be brought up to lead 2
godly and a Churistian life; they
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are 10 be faithfully prepared in the
explanation of the principal formu-
laries of the Church, and then when
they show that th-ir hearts are
chang=d, or, 1 Aposteiic phrase,
that they are the suhjects of Repen-
tance towards Govn, and Taith in
our Lord Jesus Christ, they are to
come forward in their own person
in the Rite of Confirmatien.”
——— G P

PUBLIC WORSHIP.

———

fTs BENEFITS AND ITS OBLIGATION.

The Church of Christ, following
the plainest intimations of Gud
Will, has erected in every land,
Holy Temples te Flis Name; has
arranged Selemn Services with
which to worship, and has taught
her children the importance of
offering Public Prayers and Praises
to Gup

The moral value of attention to
this point carnot he over estimated.
Every assembly in The Lord's
House ; every Thanksgiving to His
Name ; every Public Pmyer every
Hymn of Praise, isa testimony to
the Faith; is a confessien of our
belief “in Gop; is an acknowledg-
ment ef our dependence upon His
Providence ; is proof that we value
the blessings already given, and
desire these that are promised.

It would seem most natural then,
that every believer should most care-
fully attend to his duty. Love,
gratitude, hope. reverence, should
combine to keep him in remem-
brance of this obligation, and to
urge upon him a faithful perform-
ance. But, in peint of fact, we
find in this matter very greatindif-
ference ard meglect; any reason,
even the most trivial, is accepted,
which offers the slightest excuse for

absence from Gov’s House. The
heat, the cold, the dust, the rain, all
are in turn employed as arguments
for such meglect : they are set over
against the positive commands of
Almighty Gop and are too often
allowed to influence conduct and
regulate human action.

The effects of such a course are
not sufliciently considerod. Neg-
lect of Public Worship indicates
contempt for Gev and His Laws.
It is a plain act of disobedience and
tends dircctly to promete irrevei-
eice. It withdraws a man from
contact with a mos: effizient means
of grace. He fails to hear Gop’s
Law’s rehearsed and goes again to
his work without the warning which
such declaration would have left
upon his mind. He loses the bene-
fit of the many striking examples
brought to aotice in MHoly Serip-
tures and which were written for our
learning. He places himself beyond
the reach of the message of Pard as
delivered by the ambassador of
Christ ; and so dees nobt hear the
summons to repent, the loving call
of the Shepherd as He seek this
lost sheep. No man can absent
himself, even once, frem the Public
Worship of Goo without losing
some lesson ; some warning ; some
entreaty, which was intended to help
him forward in his Christian course.
Nor does the evil end here. His
example is ipjurious to all with
whom he comes in contact. It de-
presses the poor sinner struggling to
be saved ; it cheers the enomies of
the Cross of Christ. Especially in
the family circle are its injurious
effects seen and felt. No maxn can
expect his children to perform a
duty which he himself habitually
neglects. No arguments in the
world will convinee them that he
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values Gob’s favor, or believes in
Gov’s promises, if he willingly
absents himself from Gov’s House ;
and the great temptation is, that
they will put the father’s estimate
upon. religious duty, and regard his
course as a guide for them.

This matter should claim the
prayerful attention of all who love
the Lord Jesus. EKach Christian
should remember, that it is not a
matter of taste or feeling, but a
bounden duty to bs present at the
Public Worship of Gon. This is
one way in which we are called
upon to confess Ch ist before men ;
one way-in which, by sur example,
we may dogosd. Leteach baptized
man be earnest and determined to
reach his place in the Sanctury, as
he is to reach his daily work, and
let ne excuse for absence be con-
sidered valid, even to his own mind,
except the most urgent necessity.
Whatever may be his position in
life he can find time te discharge
this duty. Whatever may be his
ability in the matter of earthly pos-
sessions, he'can give this evidence
of his love to Christ, and help for-
ward to this extent the cause of hs
Redecemer.—0Ild Church FPath.

-~

CHANGE OF HEART.

Tee Ash Wednesday Collect
says :—* Create and make in usnew
and contrite hearts.” And yet when
we teach distinctly that Repentance,
Faith and Obedience, are indispen-
sable to the reception of the bene-
fits of Christ's ordiarces, when

The Prayer Book is full of in-
structive teaching onr the necessity
of these things. We are gravely
told by people, yhose ignorance of.
Churchk doctrine is only exceeded

by their crude and man-made

theories of the Gespel, that we do
not believe in a “change of hoart.”
- W

THE STEWART CATHEDR\L.

Tae Stewart cathedral Garden
City, L. 1., is rapidly nearing com-
pletion. The crypt built as a last
resting-place for the remains of Mr.
Stewars is about finished, having
cost something like ninety thousand
dollars. It is generally understood
in Garden City that the body of the
dead merchant will be deposited in
the crypt i April, wlen the dedi-
cation of the grand effice by Bishop
Littlejohn is expected to take place.
Work on the mer.orial school is al-
s0 progressing rapidly, about five
million bricks have been put in
placs since the laying of the corner
slone last spring. The foundation
of Bishep Littlejohn’s residernce,
south of the cathedral, has been
completed. and the other work is to
vigorously pushed forward, as it is
intended to have the building ready
for oceupation by June.

——————————————

Arostacy generally hegins at the
closet doer. Secret prayer is first
neglected and carelessly performed :
then frequently omitted ; and after
a while, wholly cast off ; and then
farewell, Goo, and Christ, and all
religion.—P. Henry.
<=

ACCESSIONS FOR THE
MONTH.

——a

Mr. Her¥.N B. DEeAY, 2 Coun-
gregationalist minister, was ordained
Deacon, in Dallas, Texas, by Bis-
hop Garrett. '

At the same time two gertlemen
were Confirn.ed, one of whom was
a Romanist.
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At Warren, Ohioe, hitherto pastor
of the Presbyterian congregation at
Niles, Ohio, has become a candi-
date to Holy Orders, and will re-
move to Gambier to study.

The Church Record, the ergan of
the ¢ Reformed Church of Eng-
land,” announces that the  Rev.
Philip Norton, late DMissionary
Chaplain for the Ameri an branch
of the R. E. C, was ordained
Dcacon by the Bishop o Wr:ester
on the 21st Dec., and is now Assis-
tant Curate of St. Paul’s, B'ack-
heath, a remete parish in the Black
Country.”

¢ A Fluguenot church, the Ghurch
Du St Lspmt in New York city,
which has worshipped for many
years after the Preshyterian order,
has gomne over to the Episcopal
Church.” So says the N. C. Pres-
byt-rian.

A Methedist Minister, lately pas-
tor of the Methodist cor zregation
at FEdenten, Nerth Carolina, has
come into the Church, and received
Confirmation at the bands of the
Bishop of that diocese.

The Standing Committee of the
Diocese of Springfield, U. S., have
recommended as candidatesfor Holy
Orders, W Elmer, late a Baptist
minister. and Samuel Morrison
Strick, late a Universalist minister,
both of Lincoln, Il

Mr. Wm L. Woodruff, recently
a Congregational minister, has been
adwmitted as a candidate for Orders
in Misseuri. =

Rev. Professor A, Jaeger, former-
ly the Rabbi of a Jewish Syna-

has leon
to the Pnesthood in

gogue, in Mobile, Ala-,
advanced
Tennessee,

At the Advent ordinations in
England, 456 persons were ad-
mitted to Holy Orders.

————— Al e

THERE are about 8,000 denf.
mutes in the thirteen Western divs
cese served by the Rev. A. W.
Mann., Of this number, and in
the sign langunage, he reachss direct-
ly about 2,000 with the blessed ser-
vices of the LChurch.

TrE General Theological Semin-
ary of the United States has educa-
ted mox than a score of bishops and
upwards of 1,200 clergymen. It
hasnow in iis classes 100 students.
‘The seminary is under the direct
control of the General Convention,

Extract from the Morning
Clronicle of Quebee, Feb. 9, 1880,
under head of “ Ottawa” :

At a missionary meeting in ("‘hnst
Church last evening, Blshop Lewis, .
in speaking of the ; progress of the
Church of England “in his diocese,
said he had confirmed 20,000 per-
sons since his ordinatien, five thou-
sand of whem were converts from
other churches, and 120 aew
cnurches had been built. He asked
for an ingrease of $10,000 in the
contributions to the missien furd
this year.

——
BUSINESS NOTILE.

‘WE call the attention of sub-
scribers to the fact that this is the
first number of a new volume; and
respectfully request those whose
subscription have expired to remit
us without delay.

We regret that we are obliged to
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lose the valued’Zéivices of Wm.
Keyes, Tsq., &§-gur Agent for
Ontario. Mr. Ke¥es finds that his
health will net permit him to con
tinue in that position. Subscribars
and others in Ontario, will please
make a note of this, and for the
present direct all communieations,
subscriptiens, ctc., to Rev. J. D. H.
Browng, Lock Drawer 29, Halifax,
N. S.

@hildren’s @oyney,
MR. WILSON'S LETTER.

Dear CHILDREN,—I see by the
Jast number of Crurce WoRK that
you are expecting a few words
from me. It is most chelry to
me in my far off heme amoeng my
Indian boys te see how kindly
and steadily you keep up your
contributions fo our werk, I
might tell yeu many things that
would interest you abeut hoth our
homes, but this time will only
speak of the 1 rs. We have, I
hope, some true little Christians
among them. Often on Sunday
evenings, after service, some of
them come in to have a little quiet
talk and prayer with me. One
little fellow about ten years old,
speaking of his difficulty in keep-
ing his thoughts when kneeling
for prayer said, “Some time when
I pray, I can't pray, the Devil
ficht me all the time. Some time
I think too much about the world.’l
Another hoy abeut a year older
told me there was something he
wanted to say to me, but he conldn’t

C““smake the righi words; at last I
" ‘found out it was that he had been

playing on the read with some
other boys and sej-ds he thought,
breaking the Sabbath. Hisz con-
science seem:l gqaite tendwr, and

he shed tears. Mo said he wanted
to love Jesus, Tvery Friday eyen-
ing we have & nice bible reading in
the Institution kitchen; Miss Sher-
ring. our matron, takes great pains
te have it all clean and tidy, and
warmand weil lighted; and general-
Iy eur farm man and bootmaker,
and others living 1r-und attend
besides 16 or 17 of the senior boys.
We are at present going through
the Acts of the Apostles.

You will be sorry, I know, to
hear that our Shingwauk Iome is
likely to be in some difficulty this
year unless we cam succeed in
getling many extra subscriptions.
We have so many boys now, and a
good many additional expenses, and
our funds instead of increasing are
falling off. We had very much
hoped to build a new wing at one
end of the Imstitution this next
summer, but we fear now that all
the money that was collected for
that purpose in England will have
to go to the maintenance of .he
Home unless we get, as I say, fresh*
subscriptions. There must, I think,
be a great many Sunday Schools in
Canada whe have mnot yet com-
menced to do anything for our
Indian children, and my hope is
that some who read this may
bagin te take an inmterest in our
work, and lend us a he'ping hand.
It is a happy thing te think that we
are only the laborers in the vine-
yard, and above all reigns the great
King, the wise and geod Gob, the
kind Father, Who orders and di-
reets everything for us.

Yours sincerely,
E.F WiLsox.
Sault St. Marie, Jan. 20,
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