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DECEMBER 1899.

17.—Field- Marshal Lord Roberts, K.P.,
G.C.Ij., V.C, iVc, appointed Com-
mander-in-Chief in South Africa,
with Lord Kitchener of Khartoum
as his Chief of the Staff.

War Office issued orders under which
the remaining portion of the Army
A Reserve were called up; and
large reinforcements were to pro-
ceed to South Africa without
delay.

General Gatacre advanced from
Sterkstroom to Putters Kraal.

General French established his head-
quarters at Arundel.

Offers of Second Contingents by the
Colonies accepted.

18.—Additional Battalions of Militia em-
bodied. There were now fifty-four
Battalions of Militia embodied.

Sir Charles Warren and the Staff
of the Fifth Division left Cape
Town.

Reconnaissance by General French.
Sortie from Ladysmith.
-Important order issued from the
War Office, announcing that the
Government had decided to raise
for service in South Africa a
Mounted Infantry force, to be
called " The Imperial Yeomanry."
The force to be recruited from the
Yeomanry.

21 —Mr. Winston Churchill arrived at
Louren^o Marques after an adven-
turous journey.

23.—Departure of Lord Roberts from
London and Southampton for the
Cape.

24.—Dordrecht occupied by General
Gatacre.

Sortie from ^lafcking.
Two British officers captured by
Boers near Chieveley.

19.

25.—Blue-jackets blew up Tugela Road
bridge, and cut off Boers with
their guns.

Colonel Dalgety with Mounted
Police and Colonial troops held
Dordrecht. (Gatacre's Division.)

26.—Sir Charles Warren arrived at the
Natal front.

Boers appeared at Victoria West.
Mafeking force attacked a Hoer fort.

27.—Boers unsuccessfully bombarded
Ladysmith.

28.—H.M.S. J/(r^!,'/W(v/«c captured German
liner Buiidesrath, near Delagoa
Bay, with contraband of war on
board.

30.—Skirmish near Dordrecht. Boers
defeated with loss. Two British
officers captured through mistaking
Boers for New Zealanders

JANUARY 1900.

1.— Enrolment of the first draft of the
City Imperial Volunteers.

Surrender of Kuruman, after a stout
resistance, to the Boers. Twelve
officers and 1 20 police captured.

General French occupied a kopje
overlooking Colesberg. Flight of
Boers, leaving their wrecked guns
and quantities of stores.

Brilliant manauvre by Lieutenant-
Colonel Pilcher at Sunnyside.
Captured the entire Boer camp,
made forty prisoners, advanced
and occupied Douglas on Vaal
River.

Colonel Plumer and Colonel Holds-
worth from Rhodesia continued
their march to the relief of Mafe-
king.

2.—Loyal inhabitantsofDouglasescorted
to Belmont.

General French still engaged with
enemy at Colesberg.

VII



The Transvaal War

(I

3.—General I'rench reinforced from De
Aar. Boers being surrounded:
fighting in the hills.

General Gatacre repulsed Boer attack
on position commanding Molteno

Colonel Pilcher, for "military
reasons." evacuated Douglas.

4.—General Gntacre occupied Molteno

;

Boers retreated to Stormberg with
loss.

General French nianceuvring to en-
close Colesberg ; further fighting.

8—General Gatacre hotly engaged at
Molteno by Boers from Storm-
berg; drove them off, inflicting
heavy losses.

6.—Great battle at Ladysmith. Boers
repulsed on every side with heavy
loss.

General Buller made a demonstra-
tion in force to aid General White.

General French inflicted severe de-
feat on Boers at Colesberg. A
Company of the ist Suffolk Regi-
ment captured.

9.—British troops invaded Free State
territory near Jacobdsal. The
Queensland and Canadian Volun-
teers cleared a large belt across
the Free State border.

10.—Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener
arrived at Cape Town.

Forward movement for the relief
of Ladysmith from Chieveley and
Frere.

11.—Sir Redvers Buller crossed the
Little Tugela, and occupied the
south bank of the Tugela at Pot-
gieter's Drift.

Lord Dundonald and Mounted
Brigade crossed the Tugela at

,

Potgieter's Drift.

General Gatacre made a reconnais-

1 o rJ!^^^^ '" 'ofce towards Stormberg.
13.—The City Imperial Volunteers left ,

London for South Africa.
|15.—Boers attacked General French and

were repulsed at Colesberg.
16.—General Lyttleton and Mounted

|

Brigade crossed the Tugela a

17.—Sir Charles Warren crossed, with
his Division, at Trichardt's Drift.

Lord Dundonald had an action

18
^^^"^"^^^.^oers near Acton Homes.

18.-Tugela bridged and crossed by a
Brigade and battery.

20.—Sir Charles Warren moved towards
opion Kop.

,

Reconnaissance by Lord Dundonald.
j

21.-Heavy fighting by Clery's force:
they attacked the Boers and cap-

I

tured ridge after ridge for three
miles.

22—Sir Charles Warren's entire army
engaged. ^

23.—Spion Kop captured by Sir Charles
\\ arren

; General Woodgate
wounded.

25-27.--Abandonment of Spion Kop.
Sir Charles Warren's force with-
drew to south of Tugela

27.—Brigadier -General Brabant, com-
manding a Brigade of Colonial

or,
^'"'ces, joined General Gatacre.

28.—General Kelly-Kenny occupied The-
bus.

30.—British force re-occupied Prieska.

FEBRUARY 1900.

Potgieter's Drift.

3.—Telegraphic communication restored
between Mafeking and Gaberones.

4.—General Macdonald occupied Koo-
doe's Drift.

5.—General Buller crossed the Tucrda
at Manger's Drift

°

6.—General Buller captured Vaal Krant;:
Hill.

^~^D •

.^""^ntz Hill abandoned, and
British force withdrew south of
the Tugela.

9.—General Macdonald retired to
Modder River.

Lord Roberts arrived at Modder
River.

10.—Colonel Hannay's force moved to
Ramdam.

12.—General French with Cavalry Divi-
sion, proceeding to the Relief of
Kimberley, seized Dekeil's Drift.

vm
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SOUTH AFRICA AND THE
TRANSVAAL WAR

CHAPTER I

THE SITUATION

"The wave that breaks against a forward stroke

mthiT ,

'"''"""'^^ ^''ck, but thrills him throuRhWith joyous trust to win his way anew
^

Ihrough stronger seas than first upon him brokeAnd triumphed England's iron-tempered oak

Inn "in".
"'^^"

^"''T''' ""'S^' "g«i"«' her grewFull, and her sun drunk up her foes like dew,

A c K m" / f™"' '•^^P ^^' s'^ength awoke.As bold m fight as bold in breach of trustWe find our foes and wonder not to find

BuMnJh"'^^^ ''"''"^ P'^''^ *^°'" ''°"our may not bind •

But loathing more intense than speaks disgust
'

Fun?tf ^^"^'^"'^^ ^^""' «hen scorn is bound to greetHunters and hounds whose tongues would lick their^Kt"

—Algernon Charles Swinburne.

A'^GfnLt'r:;^^^^^^^ ^hree British

Methuen, and Sir Redve^ lulled h^d^.^'^""?' ^-"^^

and their grfef we e pitifu r^. .°"r
'""'' '" despair-their dismay

Disappointment was universaP Ten 'Tr ''^""'i
'^''' ^-"timent^

lack ofcaution and mischance •'

th^ othTr C
'''''?

V^.'"""^^
^^'-^^^^

owing to the circumstances wh enforced r^^^r^^T^'^u^^^to the assistance of beleaf^uerpd tL • , T ^'"^ "'"^ ^^ ^'"••'•y

disadvantages, notablvXTl'T"' '", '^'^ ^^^^ °^ overwhelming
the guns. Lord Me Len hiA '^''^l^

^"^ ^'^^ inefficiency of
victories owing tofhe absence of 'n? T^^^ ^°

'^'l^.^
^°"^^ ^'^'

^^^^Y
had failed to dislodge the ene"^T""'l^.

"^^"- ^ir Redvers Buller
positions owing to the weaS 7T-^'' '^,?"^' "^^""-^"y ''"o'-tified

that of theene^y. wt hTlt enfe dt ^"^^1 '''''''?T-
"

guns m every available position. HrhadLd^ff'-'^''''^"^''''"^—owned to be magnificent • h ^ .v,
^^ ^ glorious attempt

VOL. in.
^fi^""icent

,
but it was not war, and in his failure

A



The Transvaal War
he recognised that it was not the game of derring-do, but the game
of "slim" warfare as played by his brother Boer which must
claim his attention. Now was verified the prophecy of the Polish
apocalypse :

" 1 he war of the future will be a war of sieges and
entrenched positions. In the war of the future the advantage will
always rest with the defensive. In the war of the future, frontal
attacks, without immense superiority in numbers, will be impossible."

Every campaign, they say, has its lessons. This one we now
find to be full of them, so full indeed that it has necessarily taken
our Generals some time to become acquainted even with their
grammar. When the war was forced upon us by the Pretoria
oligarchy for the long-cherished purpose of ousting Great Britain
from South Africa, many of the authorities were of opinion that
a rabble of undisciplined farmers would be incapable of offering
any formidable resistance to the superior military system of Great
Britain. Not a hint of doubt as to the success of our arms and the
effectiveness of our war apparatus was entertained. When Colonials
in the summer of '99 volunteered their services, the Government
received the offers with a sniff. Later they accepted them with
grateful thanks. It was never imagined that colonists could know
anything of the art of war, or that they might teach a lesson or two
even to that august institution the Staff College. Those who knew
ventured to suggest that in South Africa the same cast-iron prin-
ciples that existed in European warfare would be valueless, and that
the lessons of Ingogo and Majuba in '81 might be repeated in '99
in all their dire and dismal reality. But these pessimists were scoffed
at. They therefore waited, and hoped against hope. Now and then
they feebly wondered by what process infantry, arriving two months
late, when the enemy had had time to entrench the whole country at
various naturally strong strategic points, would be able to overcome
the disadvantages attendant on immobility. But they were silenced
by a look. British pluck and endurance might be calculated upon
to surmount everything and anything—some said ! No one seemed
to care to tackle the problem of how men on foot would be enabled
to compete creditably, in anything like equal numbers, with a
mounted enemy possessing more than ordinary mobility.

A mounted enemy has many advantages in his favour. He can
select his own position, he can place all his force en masse into the
fighting line, he can so pick his positions that one man on the defen-
sive can make himself the equal of three men of the attacking force ;

and, besides, he can occupy a length of position which must extend
his flanks far beyond those of the attackers on foot. These in

consequence are either forced to extend to equal length, at almost
certain risk of being unable to reinforce any weak point developed
during the attack, and thereby cause the attack to be broken at
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posu.on and perhaps leave his wings-oV on^- wing-free to c^x^c^uean outtlank.ng movement. It is impossible when a line ex^endT form.K and the enemy s strength is not discoverable before the he uof the engagement, for infimtry to con,e from a great dis anceiohe assistance of weak points
; and by reason of this immob li yIS equally .mposs.ble for infantry in the heat of action, and whenhe fr^nt .s extended for miles, to suddenly change a plan of aUackm time to save a situation. ^ 'UI'Ick

The task set before our Generals was. therefore limmt «,m..human: they were expected to make up ibr wanrof m^^^^^^^superior strategical qua ifications • but is hn<; ™ "^P^'i'ty with

mittee of Generals a?uld a this juncture havt'deddTd ^n a sTratrjapplicable to the complicated situation. That the Boer was a Snstrategist, and had able advisers, was amply proved The Lal^an^of Boer methods, with Zulu theories and modern German ^affc.was sufficient to try the most ingenious intelligence For "ntance'

and served only to hit the one man ahned at Th ""^^^^^^'^J?;

toakwofthefnSlemisinan^^^^^^ P""^^" underground avenues,

were also provideTlihTnSou/TT ^' ^^^ ^'^.^" P^'"^" The;
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to cope ^vith the problem of how to match in mobility a rival who
brought to his support six Ips;s. while the British only broujjht two.
VvHole armies consisting,' nn ly of mounted infantry and artillery
haa' never before come into action, and it began to be understood
that a war against bushwhackers, guerillas, and sharpshooters, plus
the most expensive guns modernity could provide, was a matter more
serious than any with which the nineteenth century had hitherto had
to deal. We had to learn that sheer pluck, endurance, and brute
force were unavailing, and that strategy of the hard and fast kind—
the red-tape strategy of the Staff College—was about as unpractical
as a knowledge of the classics to one who goes a-marketing. There
is no finality in the art of war. and nations, be they ever so old and
wise and important, must go on learning.

One of the newer questions was, how far personal intelligence
might be distributed among a body of men ? The General as a
head, the Stafif Officers as nerves that convey volition to the differ-
ent members, we had accepted, but how far individual acumen was
needed to insure success now began to be argued. Certain it was
that in this campaign we had opportunities for studying the com-
parative value of individual discretion versus "fighting to order."
The Boers, every one of them, were working for themselves, absolutely
for hearth and home, though perhaps under a general plan which
certainly served to harass and annoy and keep the British army in
a dilemma

; while we laboured on a consolidated system which, if not
obsolete, was certainly inappropriate. However, as there was no
use in bemoaning our reverses, we began to congratulate ourselves
on having discovered the cause of them. It was decided that first
there must be more troops sent out to meet the extended natur^^ of
our operations, and that these troops must be accompanied by a
sufficient number of horses to insure the necessary mobility, without
which even the brute force of our numbers would be useless!

Of the successful issue of future proceedings none had a
doubt. All knew that the finest strategy in the world must be use-
less when tools were wanting, and all felt certain f.hut t'l-i nd nirable
abilities of our Generals, when once the means c^ i.I;iv{'ig iheir war
game came to hand, were bound to rise to the prodigious task still
in store.

But for the dire necessity of the three gallant towns—Mafeking,
f 'M-.berley, and Ladysmith— a waiting game would have been
po ';^i and wise. The Boer stores of food and ammunition would
e.-er

. \ _,. lav- run out, and the guns gone the way of much-used
guivi. rek f xen, instead of dragging the waggons of their masters,
vfO'Al f. ve had to p,< to feed' the hungry commandoes, and the
hist;-,y oJ slow exhaustion would have had to be told. But—again
there was the great But!—those three valiant towns were holding
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out their hands, they were crvinrr for I nlr^ ,u
their hourly peHI hoVfXa"] ifav^ b^s^thevrr''"";''"'^;

'"

were certain-that we should never desert them!
^ W.eved-they

the^;,r:;^i;i:x^:;- --,;i;'-,-- was^d^tcd by

were still masters o^f The sUuurl.f. ""' ^"^
^u"^

'^"^ ^''^''^

I eleN-en of our muclvneeded innr ' .'
,

"^"''^'"^7 ^^e richer by
i began to be accepted byt 1 rdeJe's ife ''"' ^-"'b'^'-tf;

to the fact that the fi^htine of theSwi '^^°^'['?"i*^!« ^^wakened

Natal meant more than tie pit ineofo^.n'?
'""''" '^"^ '^^'°" «^

that it meant the dasi nrof wL? A
'^°" ''^'^'"'^ ^^" ^'"^'^'

strongholds, ou^own bv nvL nf t''^'^ ^"^'P.^
•'»^^''*'"^^ Nature'.^

fron. ts merely CZ^ZnSl^^^t^ '''''' ^"'^ ''''-^'

pleaimtT^al r^^d^S l^ml^ /" °"^
T^^'""^'- '^ --

the Great and his defeats in S lisia
' I " 'P'rV"^ "^ ^"''^^^"^'^

he said. " may dull the ™f?« ^"
, ^ '^-T'*^"

?'^ fortunate events,

vigour, and Lei tll^w^h
"""'''' '^^''''^ '^""^ "^ ^'^^'i'' "^^uraJ

tonic capable of bSnJ''i^,,^k7"^^" ^''T\ ^-^"^ ^^^^'''^'^y '« ^
have lost' it." The tom'c^.s ^nn^T^ ^7 "'?'^..^'f

'"^'^X ^o thos'e who
Though Great BrVai^ hTougraleriiro/'f

\'^'°'''''^ "^'•^ P^°^^^ •'

reign of comparative peTce h./l K
^"^['""'-^'e events-a long

grubbing, she^ at the firtt ;i;ork ^^T '•'^^''S^''^ '''"^ '"°"^y-

eIasticity%igoLr.andLturIl pSofchtvZ^'Vo^n
^'^

nation nerved itself to prove that a. nf tiT • ^'^"'"P^'X ^^e entire

struggle, any sacrifice. The whole countrv I '

'' T • u"^"^'
'° ^"y

to leap to arms.
country seemed with one consent

voiu!;;^.^!?^;:^:
i:^~t 'oftrz-

^^^t p-'"'"^^ -
such services mi.^ht be wZerfwh I

^ ^"^^"' dominions where
selected continge^nts of Yeoma^rv ^W v"f

^'"''""Sred that specially

the Front as soon as there wer.fn^
and Volunteers would start for

Noble as amazinV wns Z h " f'^'
''^"^"'""^ ^« '^^'"'•y ^hem.

to the intimation th.ttheiservTce. '"7fT °^ '^^ Volunteers
war. Hastily they pressed fo wnrH

^°"^^ ^! ^''^^^P^^^ ^^^ the
selves. Their pn,mputude w..! ^l

'"
'r^T^' '^ ^"'"o" ^'^^m-

of. for it showed tha? in soke 0?.^ ^'° '^^'^ "P°" ^"^ ^« •"^^d

infiuence of the s2l '

of S^ T •

^''^ ^^^'°"^^ °f Tolstoi and the
a mere e.xotic or cu t^^ated sentTm""'^; ^"'T'T- '' '"Cerent and n^
found that though rnantl',lf„'!"^'"^

'".^^e British race. We now
British army had grown ' lik^'old'T^ni"^ "^""u

'° '^^^' '^°'^ ^^ ^^e
the passage of time.
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The Transvaal War
Still the military position was pregnant with anxieties. A

horse that is left at the post may perhaps win in the end,' but
his chances of success are remote. An army that lands in driblets
three months after time is scarcely calculated to succeed against
a rival army which has spent that interval in equipping itself
for the fray. We were forced to remember that at the onset
our officers were placed in the most dangerous positions, with
madequate support and no prospect of reinforcement, until their
energies, mental and physical, had been sapped by undue and
prolonged strain. On the north Tuli had but a handful of
troops to resist an enormous and powerful enemy; Mafeking
was surrounded, isolated, and able only to resist to the death
the persistent attacks of shot and shell; Vryburg was allowed
to be treacherously given away to the enemy; uid Kimberley
was left in the lurch as it were, to fight or fall accordina to
the pluck of those who were ready to exhaust their vitality in
loyalty to the Queen. On the Natal side things were still worse.
1 he country, every inch of which is familiar to the Boer, had almost
invited invasion. The whole strength of Boers and Free Staters
was permitted to launch itself against an army which was entirely
without reserves, and which could not be reinforced under a month.
1 hat brave and unfortunate soldier. Sir George Colley, had a theory
that small well-organised troops were worth as much again as
large and desultory ones

; but he took no account of peculiar facilities
which are almost inherent to armies fighting on their own soil as
It were, and habits of warfare which have, so to speak, become ances-
tral with the Boer. From old time the Dutchman has employed his
mountain fastnesses, his boulders, and his tambookie grass as screens
and shelters, till in war the "tricks of the trade" have become a
second nature to him. and serve in place of more complicated
European methods. The small Natal army was, on Sir George
Colley s principle, allowed to pit itself against a fighting mass,
dense and desultory it may be, but a fighting mass of enormous
dimensions which, whatever their failings, had weight, equipment,
courage, obstinacy, and intimacy with their surroundings entirelym their favour. That the enemy was first in the field they had
to thank the original promoters of war, the Peace party—the
humanitarian persons who so long hampered reason by loud out-
cries a.^inst the shedding of blood that their own countrymen
in the Transvaal were condemned to all the tortures of suspense,
to be aggravated later by all the agonies of famine and disease.

^"1^1^" countrywomen and their babes were saved from shot
and shell to be sent defenceless and homeless to wander the world
till the chanty of strangers or the relief of death should overtake
them, while the loyal natives were left in a state of trepidation and
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suspense, without protection, yet forbidden to raise a hand in their
own defence.

Reason now had its way. But remedies cannot be applied in a
moment, and the public, which is always wise after the event
vented its anguish and its feelings of suspense by indulging in
criticism, or m asking questions which, of course, could not be
answered till the principal persons concerned were able to take part
in the catechism. For instance, some of the riddles buzzed about in
club and railway carriage were : Why did Sir Redvers Duller make a
frontal attack across an open plain against an enemy admirably en-
trenched, and posted in a position not only made strong by art but bvnature? \Aniy was it that the Government, in spite of the warnings
given by Sir Alfred Milner while he was in England in May 90 ne-
iected to take such precautions as would have prevented the e'neinv
from being entirely in advance of us in the matter of time > W^hy
also, were the Boers permitted to arm themselves with the most
expensive modern weapons, to be used against us, under the very
eye of our representative in Pretoria, without our being warned
of the inferior quality of our own guns, and of the impossibility ofmaking ourselves a match for the enemy so long as the cheese-
paring policy of the authorities at home was countenanced ? Why
with an Intelligence Department in working order, was it never
discovered that united Free State and Transvaal Dutchmen would
vastly outnumber all the troops we were prepared-or, rather,
unprepared.-to put in the field, the troops we strove o make
sufificient till the strain of reverse forced from us the acceptanceof help from the Colonies, the Militia, and the Volunteers?

indi<?!^fU 1"^?''/°". f '9'"^?'-^^'"e"ts filled all minds. Nothing
indeed could be looked for till they should reach the Cape Fifteenhuge transports were due to arrive between the end of December

frnnn« ^f T""'"^ °iJ^"".fy. bringing on the scene some 15,000troops of all arms. The Fifth Division, under Sir Charles Warrenconsisting of eight battalions of Infantry and its complementof Artil-lery and Engineers was expected, also the Household Cavalry Com-

and various odd branches of the service. Later on more troopswould fo low, but pending the arrival of the warrior cargoes t waimpossib e for our Generals to do more than act on thf defensfve

the^elja^^ePojRr;: ^ZlJl^t!^^^ ^
this gallant officer whose life had been devoted to tl" serviceh'\c«"ntry, and who was at an age when many other menwould have elected to stay by hearth and^ome, suddenly caled on
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to act in the most difficult and trying crisis And in tlhour that he was asked tn rr^,J u- ,r

""' '" "^"e very
Queen and country 1'e was de^Ir """u-^

'^,"^"^^ ^'^^ ^^'1 of
son. the only one Ld one weH 'l^r^f'TF

'^^^^^ "'^ ^^"^"t
of his noble father bes^-desaddiry.;° ^""^ .^°''" ^^e laurels

acts, was carried off. a vi«!m to thf ^
"" ^ '?''. °^" ^P^^"^''^

Colenso. Here was a supreme trll .n
' ""^""^ ^^ •"^'^^'^^^ ^^

dared touch it. All even Lord r1 ?
'"P'""'^ '"^"^^ ^^at none

from dwelling on die aJonv ofl^d ^Ji
.' ""'T'^ ^''^"^«' shrunk

by this great hero when at^the sTl
"^"^t have been endured

the cry ?f domestic We j rrtdTnTonXT" On ^1^"^ ''/T ^"^
called upon to brace himself fntiLVr •

'"^".^he one side he was
all manner of indScribrblfclnlt..^ ^ "'^- ''^"^^'^" ^''^"ght with
nature with a ^^u'.^^:i7n^^^^^^^^^^^

leaving l\ miser;Tthe%;:;d's%rtVe" gre^TrLs^^^ f'held It as their own. The "send off" tl.S ,- P^^'P'^' ^ho
Station was one of the nnost rZlrfu^^F''^ ^""' ^^ Waterloo
on record, and thi v^s^fonlv d .. .

^°" -^"'''^ °^ P"^'''^ ^^^hng
of Kandahar, but o profound sv,^nn^h° ^'^T'''"

^°'" '^'^ '^onquero?

who was thu layingSe his ZZC^ /^" '>,'"^" ^"^ ^'^^ ^^^her

ficent ability at tLfervice of tEe Emplf
'"^ ^^^""^ ^" ^'^ -^S"-
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and'iT.:KIITthttl'^:?;7°^^r ^^^'^^ ^^-P ^^-^^en
guns which commanded t£ posi L°"^ ^1""^^

°J ?^
^^^ ^ig

being sent off in train-loirk fn^M. ?'u ^ mounded were daily

of being shot in two or three nh^r I "'?' ^""1 °^ '^^"'' '" «P'^^
quickly ''to be inTt the de.Th "I' '^^^'^" ^?^ ^"^''^"^ ^o return

funeral of Lori^R^oberts's Gallant son^
"^""''"/^ ^^^^"^^^ '''' The

pression to prevail ball rankft \ ''^"'^'^
?

'^"'^ ^^ ^^^P de-

who held h^ brilliant qX^^^^
sore affhction whicr^t^:

n" hfvS'e'an ''bIF^^
"'^'^ ^^^

wherever Tommv o-np<= .'c ^„^ "'^ veteran Cobs, whose name,i uiumy goes, IS one to coniure with TU^ ^was a most mpressive one nnri t\.2^ ul -^ "e ceremony
young Roberts's corn. Tk

the pall-bearers were all men of
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d" ijj''' Frsl!^;tei"^
'" '^' ^•'''^^^^'^'^ heat, were inclined to in-

Government Gasc/Zt; a h; lln^,...! i

P'^'"\ed in the Transvaal

that, in coLqutnce of t1 e^mlET'^^^^^
white flag had been Dut he Z?l^

treacherous uses to which the

only unde^r the foHowin "iSs /"^wn'r
'''^°^"'^' '^' ^"^^^^^

co^ver wtneT tt flty^^^^^
^o kee/weHund"

on Boer honour would fnTociebe^Semlj^ T^ '^"' '"''"""'^^

longinVto thlMh h'"'^"''
" P'"'^^^' ^°"^'^^'"g °f «even men be-

cam^"\ the d ^ecti^n'orwr' '""T'^^
^"^^ ^^^ -"^^ ^o-

Thes; cau ouslv crent ro^^ ^^"^ °^ '''''^ ^°''''-

:^n^&wSi^rnT^^^^
these reinforcement, quickly flldZTtLl etpS'^^^^^^^
was^ e?y^rtlfy^rt^at-^T !?^

^»^^ -'-eTof iTd^Lith
when Sir Redvers BdL S^ f^.'

^"' "° °"^ ^"^^ ^^^^^ly

tended to give uTth^ idL of r'° T""^' ?' ""^'^'^^^ ^e -n-

Generals w^ere crUic s;d S- It r'^' ^'f^*^^
altogether. Our

witz deciares^hr'tr;'at[:mpr r^r^^^^^ f::tof'z'^'''''-

way in which tKne.nr ""^^'^ °.'' '' "^^^ ^«"°^ ^^"^ the

tunLly we'tdt ' e^uriWTr^nXXT P^^^^'"
^k"^°^;us everywhere and not onKr ^:!i !?^ ' ^, ^°^''^ outnumbered

their mobility Enabled th--^. • m ^ ^'^"^^^ "' numerically, but

positions thit thev were on H
"^"''^^ -^ '"^^^ ^""""^ ^"-^"^ ^° ^^--^kmat they were, on desire, facing us at any moment. In
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Doings at Chieveley

fact the Boer army had no flank, and therefore the vast amount of
after-the-event wisdom which was gratuitously handed about bv " theman m the street was absolutely wasted.

An unfortunate incident now occurred. Capt. James Ruther-
ford and Mr. Grenfell, S.A.L.H.. while visiting? the packets dis.
appeared. They apparently rode into the midst of the enemy's
scouts, who were everywhere prowling about, and were forced to
surrender. The report of the capture was brought to the camp

I
by native runners, who stated that the officers had been removed

t
to 1 retona. However, for two gallant Btitons lost there was onegamed for at the very time Mr. Winston Churchill had almost
miraculously made himself free of his captors.

The story of his escape reads like a novel ; but truth is stranj^er
;

than fiction. When removed to Pretoria after the disaster to fhearmoured tram at Chieveley, he almost gave up hope of escape
; i^deed he had every reason so to do, for on the .2th of Decenfber hewas informed by the Transvaal Governments Secretary for wfrthat there was httle chance of his release. Whereupon, with manydoubts and misgivings, he discussed with himself the best meansof struggling for freedom. The State Schools Prison warwellguarded; ,t was surrounded by a high wall, and the sentries m erevigilant in the extreme He formed fSr himsdf a p an. howex^r a'ldonce when the back of the sentry was momentarily turned he took

tallTc5fd^^ndiT'^T^^'^ ^r-^h say, rushe'd at the sL-footwdlJ. scaled It. and let himselfdown into a neighbouring jrarden before

?nLEdTo"usr^Th' '''"^^'i-
,'rhe garden was th^^rden of a"mnabited house. There were lights in the windows -more there

pThs"Mome:';.^\'"'"'^''/"' P^^^-^>>^' rambre;sro;g'rh:paths
!

Momen s of horror as the escaped hid in the trees seemed to

BurSw' theTaS T'Tf^''
'' "^^^^^^ ^ -ttefof mrents?i3ut idently the Fates decided that so useful a member of creation-warrior, writer, and politician-could not be spared by socetv orhis country, and in a little while Mr. Churchill found himself w.nLr

'Bu%rersTaifd\fm"r^^^^
-Xd hS K. • '

P^^se"gers brushed his shoulders. Nobodyasked his business. It was evident that Fate wanted him. The stars

Ddago; Ra1lrS""pfet" ""TT ^' ^^^"^^ ^^ towards^li"

T T
'
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steamed past him. with an alacrity rdaeill born of '^h ^"f
"' •"

he made a leap towards a truck trrabSn^ . k ,

^''^*^': ''espa'r.

boarded it, and was soon burrowinldeeD in . . T '^1 "''S^^'

There he lav crrimv e^h^ult^A ^^ f^ ^. ''"^"S'' of coal-sacks.

No one shoSrd'Tap'lure him' Su.this^slar't"''" «°.'"''^-

accomplish. To escaoe detfrfinn ;, .,
'° '*"='" *»" '»

life-tS leap off tl^t'Sfn as he had leao, Tfr^-.'Sr '"
"t^

^'^

d"Sj^ii7:f -tni^/'no'i? ortt^^J^Z

;err;E-rds''"i-'f,^i:'H"^^^
most probabl/wet';o.?niT, tT7j"'7?' I'T'^^y'

^'">

to Delaffoa Bay A^l h. l" """"i
°"^ ^^'"^^ '"^^"^ Middlebur^

hid hims^e°f so carefullv^ndLS^rK^'"'^'^ •

""^"^^ ^^^'" ^"^ ^^"efuH^

tion discover? wS ev;ded The''.^'^'"^
'° ^^'^

'f^^"^^ P'"^^^""

were prodded^, DeVitt scaTcd/SnJ?: brellttV^h
^'^"^-^

'-'•ij, urcatn ana praised God for his escnnp Aft^^ ^u„* upassed some s xtv hmirc L -.n »k •
"" *^^^''Pe- Alter that he

Deeemhe. and .om Thte"^o^^^S^o ^-.Tanlt^r^ea^^
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Doings at Chieveley

but am free. Such were the words of his telegram
; no wiredwords ever meant more. " I have lost many pounds in ^eighrbur

I am lighter m heart
;
and I avail myself of this moment, which is awitness to my earnestness, to urge an unHinching and uncompromis-

ing prosecution of the war." In regard to Mr. Winston Chird"i 1^arrival among his friends in Natal, an eye-witness wrote :—
"The 23rd of December last was a memorable day at Durban nerhaos th*.most memorable since that on which the Boers' ultimatum was'^pblhe^^^

S:ssrn;lx:f:-oi!s-S^

and an author was already established The historfof hu i f V^l'^'^'"
India and at Omdurman wL alreadTwellWn Hery gooftSn'b^^^^he first stepped ashore there as one of the war correspoEs of the J/,^;^^^^J^osf. His subsequent courageous conduct at ChievH^v ^V *L r ! ^

dwe nes in the townshin- th^ ],^„
* 1^ "^ *"^ streets of iron-roofed

sailing iaf", gayS burning h^^L""''"''"
""^ ocean-going steamers and

society, from gaily dress"? "die to uhnr'frr'''"' 'T^ °^ every class of

but shirts and trousers all contrh,,r.H/ m°"'"'''''
1'"'^"^^"' ^"^ ^^^'^ i"

sacred precincts of the captain? brid^otJT °^
T"^^^^^'

'^ey invaded the

they hu'ddled together%"C4l Ife' tSvS ^ ^'k"'^
°'

'""I V^^^^'

at ha^-p^st'tr" AmidT:;?
/'"'' "^°"^' the /«^«Jrouni^S"t point

harbour!^ StanLg be^de S cant--n^''' ^'^V^f
'^^^'"^^ ^'^^'^^ ^^^<^^- the

man was descrieSfand the crowd'^at on.".
bridge a smallish, clean-shaven

they had assembled to onour A th. '"j*^°^"'f^^
^im as the hero whom

silence, a thousand lusty thro 's shoufed a"hea^r??t
^"!"'

''''V
^--^^^ '^^

not all. The sturdy Natalians d d not sL at shouTn °™T,
^"' ''"'^ ""^

fnJuna was moored Mr. Churchill ^mJI n„^ shouting. The moment the
of brawny arms, was patted and ttmnido'nT.' K^'f5 ^?^^^ ^^ ^^'^"^^' ^"^'^
ing hands, and finally, after SeingSvstr. Yfu^ "''''^'^'^^ °^ ^PP'^"^"

13



!

Hi

The Transvaal War
Churchill good-liumouredly narrated some of the more prominent episodes ofh.s exploit, and a start was made for h.s hotel, the ricksha-boy being assistedmore or less by some fifty amateur ricksha-r.en and escorted by a nrnfori y ofthe crowd. After picking up the editor of the Natal Mercury on fhe way andmstalhng h.m in state by the side of Mr. Churchill, the hotel war/t'?astreached and the demand for another speech having been acced^S to MrChurchill was permitted at four o'clock to retire from the public ^aze Th;same night he left Durban for the front."

^ ^ ^' ^^^

rhnlvi/?" m'"^, ''c""
'''P^-''^ '•'^ '^""''' ^''"^" ^y Mr. Winston

(^hurchill to Mr. de Souza prior to escapinj,^ from prison :—
" State Schools Prison, Pretoria.

Dear Mr de Souza,-I do not consider that your Government wasjustified in holding me, a press correspondent and a non-combatant a^aprisoner, and I have consequently resolved to escape. The arrangerJents Ihave succeeded m making with my friends outside are such as to g?ve me e!ervconfidence. But I wish, in leaving you thus hastily and unceremoniousirtoonce more place on record my appreciation of the kindness whS has beenshown me and the other prisoners by you, by the commandant and by Dr

Ren3;n"f '"^
^^"r^'°"

°^ '^^ chivalrous and humane character of UieRepublican forces. My views on the genera! quest >. of the war rema nunchanged, but I shall always retain a feeling of high respect foi the seeSclasses of the Burghers I have met, and on reaching the British liL I wfll soforth a truthful and impartial account of my experifnces in Pretoria Tn co„dusion, I desire to express my obligations to you, and to hope tha? when thismost grievous and unhappy war shall have come to an end, a state of afiSsmay be created whch shall preserve the national pride of Se Boers and thesecurity of the British, and put a final stop to the rivalry and enmiy of bo hraces. Regretting that circumstances have not permitted me t^ bfd von „personal farewell, believe me, yours very sincerely,
^°" *

" December , i, 1899."
" '^'^^'^'STON CHURCHILL.

CHRISTMAS AT THE CAPE AND NATAL
We had arrived at what might be termed a breathing spellIhere was no serious movement in the direction of the Modeler

R.yer, and Lord Methuen was evidently biding his time. GeneralGatacre felt himself too weak to take up any ve?y active or offensive
"

step, while General French contented himself with such harassingand cleverly annoying operations as kept the enemy, like aman with a mosquito round his nose, from napping. There wasgreat hope of better things, however, for it was known that theDimoUar Castle had left England and was conveying to the Cape-in addition to Lord Roberts-Lord Kitchener^ and Mafor-General T. Kelly-Kenny the Commander of the Sixth Division.
Besides these were the following officers of Lord Roberts's Staff

—

Maior' h'" V r^-
^' ^'?^'""^

= ?°^'^;?^' ^'^^°""^ Downe. CLE.

;

F •'r h a "'^^'t
^""P^^" ^- ^ M- Watcrfield

; Major J.^. R. Henderson; Major C. V. Hume; Brevet-Major G F
14



minent episodes of
boy being assisted
d by a majority of
y on the way, and
hotel was p.t last

n acceded to, Mr.
public gaze. The

py Mr. Winston
ison :

—

RisoN, Pretoria.

Government was
i-combatant, as a
e arrangements I

s to give me every
iceremoniously, to

5 which has been
ndant, and by Dr.
character of the
the war remain

pct foi the several
sh lines I will sot

'retoria. In con-
ic that when this

, a state of afiairs

he Boers and the
id enmity of both
tne to bid you a

Churchill.

reathing spell.

)f the Modeler
ime. General
ve or offensive

such harassing
:nemy, like a
;. There was
lown that the

gf
to the Cape
and Major-

ixth Division,

erts's Staff:

—

owne, CLE.

;

Id ; Major J.
Major G. F.

^
Christmas at the Cape and Natal

Gornnge.p.S.O.
;
Colonel Lord Erroll ; Commander the HonS.

J. Lortescue (Naval Adviser to Lord Roberts) Cant^rn*Lord Herbert Scott; Captain Lord Settrington.
^' ''P''""

rh,s showed that when at last we set tS work we did so wirha will. The forces in South Africa befor*. x\^^ I T ?
""

to .5.000. which number was augniented by c^^
of the First Army Corps. Late i^n De e„.bTr ^cat^the l^.^'T's.ono about 11.000. under Sir Charles Warren foW^^^^Sixth Divison of 10,000 men. The Seventh ^n.ir-u.rf.-^."''-'
of ,0,000 men respectively were shorX?o in ^^^t

9'^'«'«"s

and about 20.cS> ocT fo;ces Th/7 .Tr' "F '° '°'°°°-

consisted of aC So men and thL ^""'^r'
/^"^'"gents

second contingents TlikT"str?ngt^"The"Nrval'BH^r' '^
composed of about 1000 • so thaf n all ^y

Brigade was
we. on .he eve of pu.S '.l .o^JfU: to Sfd ""™"'' *^

peacefully disposed oeiioT ^ ^K,'.
,V""='',P''n'sans, and not a few

[n Sir ^enr^ CairbeTBU"„e':arbrL^\"a^T^^r;uld"T''
to suit their purpose. That pmJnKl/

'"^
.^^"^f

a"d quoted him
could have been^voided a„d X^ 0^"^^ '^ Y- '"'^ "^^ ^^••

statement the Bond got hofd of .n 1 t^ T^ uncontrovertible

tongue as an accompa^nimen to ^"trnl ""^l- '""^ ""^"^^ °" ^he
Of 'course, the war cS Sve beLn avo"?S^'?| "''?'^"P'^«-
have been quite Dossihle i-^Li .

f.^oided. Of course, it would
allow South'AfricHfb cle'nriv'Ch 'T t ^^^^ ^^

.
we could give ud ^overn/nrr t!? ^j ,^ ,' ^" ^^^ ^^^^ wav

iand confini our ''efp^e^ "fnd"tr"enerlte 'oT T
p"'"'?''

the water supply, the develonmpn. «f F ,

^° ^'"^^^ Britain,

.;propagation of cJbba7es "^^7^^^^^^ w th
'.^'^1?'^ '°°'^'''>^' ^"^ ^^e

•not to the taste of fhe BrltJsh 0^?^^ j^u
"°"'' "^^^ ^°''^""ately

Yuletide in active service were far^oo Z^ }^a'^ ^.^° ^P^"' ^^eir
of maintaining the prel Se of theV° •

°'^^
J° "^^ ^^^'•^^ duty

hearth and fegal sWon that mioh^T
'°

l^^
^""^ "^^ d°"^^«''c

Government extended i?s accommorl .•
^"^

"""t"
'^^•''^ ^^^ the

longer. ^ "' accommodating apathy a few months

W^V^ra!;^^^i^^Sr^,^ of bunting, no
lAfrican sun blazed with thfXe ofTet. ?' ^^'^"^^ *^^ ^outh
Ineter stood to the height of some ^Za ^'^^^' ^"^ '"^^ ''^^''^^'

Ihere was a vast amoSn of Se mTt'^^''^"^ ^i
"^'^^^y- B"t

h-Heless. and many p^^e^r^ ^^^^Li^L^^:^^::^^



The Transvaal War
In Niital there were lively cioiiifrs in honour of the festal season.

At a time when even cracker manufacturers wax poetic the
journalistic poets thou.L(ht it their duty to burst into rhyme. The
Natal papers induly;ecl in some jocose do^r^rercl. which would have
been comic had it not been deeply tragic. The lines ran thus:

' lo Ladysmith —the only lines, by-the-bye, that did run there—

"
' Hold the Fort, for I am coming,'

.Says thu liulio—

Quick as liuht the answer flashes,

'Ain't you coming slow?'"

But Tommy was pleased and thourrht the stanza a capital jokeHe meant to get there directly, and merely quoted the pnn'erb
about "slow and shure"—there were so many Irishmen about,
hnc fellows, who believed in themselves and they were shure
about everythmg. They had nothing to do with doubt, for doubt
after all, is the mother of diffidence

!

And some of these rollicking youngsters managed to retain their
native good-humour in most distressing circumstances. A good
story was told of one gallant private in hospital who had lost his leg
but persisted in apostrophising the missing limb whenever it ached
'Beaisywidye Can't ye be quiet .? Ye'll niver take me into the
foight again. Ohovo !

"

Other examples of amazing good-temper and pluck on the part
of the wounded filled all eye-witnesses with pathetic admiration.
Une man, a quondam music-hall singer, carried his jocose art into his
sick-bed. A Boer prisoner had lost his arms, and the poor fellow
heplessly shook his head when offered tobacco. But the music-
hall^ singer saw the shake of the head and tearful eye that accom-
panied It. In a moment, with gymnastic dexterity, he had placed
his arms round the Boer and performed the office of the missincr
ones, giving the fellow the advantage of a good smoke. Another
of our men who had lost his right arm co-operated with a Boer who
had lost nis left, and between them they rolled cigarettes to the
great satisfaction of both. While they were in hospital another
sufferer pretended to be in no way depressed bv the loss of his arm
and ventured on mild whimsicalities regarding the economy of being
able to share a single pair of gloves with any right-handed man
who might also have lost a limb I

On the whole, well or ill. Tommy was temporarily in clover.

T J f ?
^^'^^ ^^''"^ ^^^^ ^"^ ^y fervent admirers at home

Indeed he was getting somewhat inundated with worsted goods
which the ftiir hands of his countrywomen had been devotedly
manunicturmg. Jack Tar. despite his magnificent work, was not
so highly distinguished, at least so he thought, and occasionally
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Christmas at the Cape and Natal
vented his disgust into private ears. But, as one of them said,
theyd had a treat for Christmas—the treat of a wash! It was
bathmg under difficulties, however, for one half of the men had to
keep guard with loaded rifles while the other half wallowed in
water that in harmony with the general scheme of things in camp,
was also of kharki hue !

Tommy at the front was externally scarcely the Tommy of our
acquaintance. His bright spick and span exterior was gone.
Kharki had sobered him and planed down his individuality His
uniform no longer sat without a crease. It was washed and worn
and shrunken from hard and honourable usage, and his carriage
was no longer the carriage of Tommy on parade. He seemed to
have taken a leaf out of Jack's book, and the slight slouch became
him well. It gave him the air of a workman and an individual, and
seemed to point to the fact that there was no longer occasion for him
to be judged by appearances. We knew the inner man now. He
did his duty grandly, and his splendid courage and perseverance
had made him independent of the pomp and panoply of war In
the matter of "grit" they were all alike. But in externals they
had curious differences, their characteristics varying considerably
according to the regiment to which they belonged. Some were
dapper still—the newly arrived ones—with hair clipped to an eighth
of an inch for head and half an inch for moustache ; others had
succumbed to circumstances, and had grown beards of odd sizes and
shapes and colours (scumbled in all cases with dust), while the
youngsters displayed an unhappy medium, styled by an officer
"pieces of unexpected wool," on promiscuous parts of their faces'
btiU when all was said, joviality and "grit" put an identical veneer
on them all

!

The officers too were transmogrified. They were dressed
exactly like the men. Tan brown belts, swords, and revolvers were
no longer in evidence. When going off to war, or any other duty
at all underarms, each officer arrayed himself in his servant's belt
and equipment—stained with clay paste to the prevalent dust or
kharki colour-and took with him his servant's rifle and one hundred
rounds of ammunition. There was a difference without a distinction.
Ihe officer carried a field-glass, and this when not in use was con-
cealed in a coat-pocket. Every precaution was now adopted to
prevent them from inviting an undue share of attention. Themounted officers had carbines—neat, handy weapons, which slipped
into a leather carbine bucket in the saddle, on the other side ofWhich went the very necessary wire-cutters. Barbed wire entanele-
ments were so much a part of the Boer programme-"to cheer vouup in crossing the drifts," some one said—that the cutters became an
essential part of warlike gear. A strange innovation this ; very
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The Transvaal War
small but very full of meaning. The Boers were teachinjj us a
great deal. We were beginning to understand, almost to admire
their curious modes of warfare— their strange ability to "

sit ticrht
"

wire themselves in, and yet to fly away I Years ago, when Tome
tactician ventured to say that the war of the future embraced only
the question of long-range rifles and wire-entangled trenches we
were inclined to pooh-pooh! Now we were beginning to see
wisdom in this stubborn and persistent, and yet skittishly mobile
toe! When we looked at our wire nipoers and their strono-
entrenchments we began to formulate the war motto of the future"
which resolves itself into five words :

" Six legs and a spade I " The
sword, the bayonet, the cavalry charge were passing away for ever
Here the dignified charger was ill-matched with the nimble steed of
the country, and many officers were only too glad to supplement their
English horses with Basuto ponies—to secure four serviceable and
sure legs, as the climate and other circumstances contrived to wear
out those of their British beasts. Fortunately there was still a
plentiful choice in horse-flesh, what with British and Australian
and Argentine specimens, but the Basuto ponies were the most
knowing and handy for the purposes required. The imported
horse, It was discovered, needed a long and probationary period tomake him at home on the South African veldt. Like other aristo-
cratical creatures, he was unequal to the hand-to-mouth existence of
the Atncan-born animal, who. by habit and instinct, could shift for
himself. He was neither knowing nor cautious, having been un-
accustomed to ground honeycombed with mole-holes, sluits, and
other obstacles, or to the trick of rolling on the veldt and picking up
his meals haphazard from the first bush he came across. Hence it
became evident that horses in plenty must be forthcoming if we
were ever to remedy our deficiencies and make our progress some-
thing other than the steam-roller style of progress to which we had
been accustomed.

!
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CHAPTER II

MAFEKING

PLUCKY little Mafeking continued to hold its own, and
not merely to hold its own, but to make itself dauntlessly
aggressive. Continual sorties took place, and indeed
formed part of the routine of daily life. Commandant Cronje

now sent in a communication disputing the right of the British
to use dynamite in any way in the operations for the defence of
the town

;
but Colonel Baden-Powell was inclined for deeds, not

arguments, so Cronje was silenced. The town was enlivened by
a great concert, in which the National Anthem was sung with
fervour and intense significance. This showed without doubt that
Mafeking meant to fight so long as breath should last. In regard
to provisions and water, the garrison was getting on well. The art
of dodging shells, said one officer, was being carried to a state of
great perfection, and the fighting was being conducted in strict
accordance with military etiquette. Commandant Cronje always
giving due notice of bombardment

!

For some time after Colonel Walford's gallant defence of Cannon
Kopje on the 3 1 st October, nothing much occurred. The losses from
this attack were more than at first supposed. Captain the Hon H
Marsham, as we know, was killed, and Captain Pechell. who was
hit m the abdomen by a piece of shell, succumbed to his injuries,
bergeant Lloyd, who did splendid service with the Red Cross
company, was struck while attending to the wounded, and died.
Irooper Nicholas, whose arm was shattered, succumbed owing
to shock to the system. A trooper who was hit by a bullet in
the collar-bone escaped death miraculously. Fortunately Lieu-
tenants Brady and Dawson, who were also injured, were gettincr
on well. & &

Among the marvellous escapes recorded, and these were not a
lew, was one of a negro who was shot through the brain by a bullet
1 he projectile passed through one temple and lodged in the other
yet the man still survived, and showed a decided intention to re-
cover. 1 here is an old story of a Jamaica negro who fell from a
tree without injury, and when asked how he escaped, he explained
his good fortune hy saying. "Tank God, mc fall on me head !

"

Ihe invulnerability of the nigger cranium in that case, as in this,
Had Its advantages, and it would be interesting if some of our

19



The Transvaal War
specialists-say Dr Horsley-would account for the rou^h-and-tumble superiority of blacks over whites.

^
On the ist of November a lamentable incident occurred

" Mafeking, JVovemSer 19.—One item, the most unpleasant of thewhole beleaguerment. occupied attention during last week-that is hecourt-martial of Lieutenant Murchison for the murder of Mr Pa slow

The Siege of Mafeking
ToPOGRAPHicAr. Sketch showing the British anii Boer PositionsP rom a sketcl, by a British officer brought by runner to Buluwayo

special war correspondent of the London DatVy Chronicle. He wasa genial, good-humoured young fellow, and asked Murchisonan artilleryman of ability and undoubted courage, toXeShim After dinner Mr Parslow strolled with Murfhlon across the

^aff th. rr' T^'^' ^'""u"'^
"°^^'' '^^ l^eadquarte s of heStaff, the ostensible purpose being for both of them to obtain acopy of the orders for the day. usually issued about that time-Talf!past nine or ten o'clock p.m. Some words ensued apparentlydunng the few minutes occupied in reaching Dixons. ^Parsbw

left his companion in the passage of the hotel, and was passing ou^

dead ihe'if^ I^"'
Murchison drew his revolver an^d shot Wmdead, the bullet entering his head on the occipital p otuberancean inch or an inch and a half behind the left^ar, ^and lodgineagainst the base of the skull. The case is completed and hfcourt closed to consider the verdict."

^"^pietea, and the

The young journalist was exceedingly popular and deeolv re
gretted. he was buried with military liinou^s on the evening of
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Mafeking
he 2nd. His coffin was covered with the Union Jack, and carried
to the grave by Major Baillie of the Morning Post] Mr AneusHamilton of the Tvnes Mr. Hellawell of th{ Daly laTm.
Reilly of the Pall Mail Gazette, and the correspondent of the

ofX SmT"'L°"- ^\ ^""'^"' ^^"^ ^"^"^^^ by many members
of the Staft, who were desirous of showing their esteem for thepromismg and gallant writer.

rl.. Ton ^rr ^ "°'' ^^^""^^^ '". h°^^"ities under the command of
the son of Cronje. who was said to have had, in the interval apassage d'armes with his father, the General th" youngrr^r^^^^having taunted the elder for not having succeeded^ in fedudngMafeking to submission Whereupon Cronje //. undertook I
kSl^H ^tT ^ ^'"''""^' ^"^ '" ^^"'"g ^bout it managed to get
killed. The Boers again stormed the place, and were driven back
in confusion by the magnificent energy of the British South African

ItTl^r"""^ ?T"tT '^^ ^^'^ "^ '-^^^'^'^ ^" enormous number ofdead and wounded Their removal occupied two hours. CaptainGoodyear ommanding a squad of Cape " boys," made a dashing
sortie, and received a wound in the leg, but he nevertheless
captured the brickfields, and held them against the enemy, thuspreventing h.m from utilising them for sniping operations ^

trM.i" T^ ^'^ °^ November was, as usual, observed as a day of
truce. The enemy made an effort to defy the rules of Sabbath
etiquette, and were informed, under a flag of (ruce. that if they shou dcontinue to erect works commanding th! brickfields, the gu7s wou dopen fire on them. This warning had the desired effect. Thememory of Guy Fawkes, together with the news of our victories inNatal, was honoured by an exhibition of fireworks-a display whichsome thought rather de trap considering the nature of^he daUy
operations in the town. On the following day the Boers madethemselves unpleasantly obstreperous by saluting the place wth
quick-firing guns, weapons whose shells burst almost simultaneouslywuh the report, thus depriving those aimed at of the chance ofrunning to cover.

The air of Mafeking is said to be equal to champagne, and per-

anTac'tivitv'^T^'rf./"^"^"^!-^'^^
^^'^'^°'^ °-^^ its^rightlin'ess

ZLT T ^ ''"^^ township " ran " a journal of its own. andthough not so effervescent as The Lyre of Ladysmith it had itshumorous side. The Mafeking Mail as it was 'called wL issueddaily-shells permitting. Quoting from the Mail of the ist of

selxes too optimistic in anticipating a successful ending to the contest. For
21
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the first time in the history of Boer warfare have the Boers been defeated atevery turn by a force far inferior in point of numbers. Since the first attackon Saturday October 14th, they {\y directly our guns are heard. Safely out ofrange they fire into the town, but they do not appear to be pining for anotherattempt at storming Mafeking. In the ' general orders ' isLedk? Sundayhe -Mowing occurs:-' The Colonel Commanding having made a carS
inspc, ..on of the defences of the town and the native stadtfis now o? opinionhat no force that the Boers are likely to bring against us ciuld p^ssTblyX"an entrance at any ponit.' Now, this is like the advertisements say a^rtaincocoa is-grateful and comfortmg, and we feel that having got so fir throuehthe ordeal we have only to remain steadfast, as the matte? of a little t me will

TrjT%V^''^''' ^r'l ''IP T'"'^'
'^'^ ^^"'^'"^"^ °f t'^e future of louthAfrica There is no doubt that the attention of Great Britain, the Colonies nfact, the whole world is now riveted upon chis little spot, which i^s now playinga prominent part m the most important epoch in the history of this woSderfi^continent. We know there is no need to urge the claims of our country andkindred upon our gallant garrison. Being in such close touch with each otherdiat nothing but the exceptional circumstances thrust upon us could have madepossible, we are m a position to udge and recognise the steady determinationthat British blood and British pluck exhibit when such a crisif as heTesent

Potl'^fTr'^ "''•.f"^ 'Y '^ ""'^'"'y °f Bronkhurst Spruit, Majub^a'andPotchef.trom will make that determination, supported by the knowledge of ourSrand successes of the past fortnight, more firm, more strong, and mofe unitedthan has been before, and this, with the grand soldier who is n command herewill render certain the first stages towards the complete crushing of the enemy'"There is no doubt that there was landed in South Africa by Sunday
last a body of S7,cx)o men, including probably twelve or fourteen regimen"s ofeavalry, twenty or twenty-two batteries of artillery, and forty regents ofinfantry, besides, most likely, a body of mounted infantry. Of {hisW here

thi rn^nT '"''tk'"
'5'°°^ disembarked at Cape ToJn and despatched onthe road here. They may now be settling accounts with the Boers outsideKimberiey, in which case Vryburg might be reached by Sunday, allowhig forsome delay a Fourteen Streams. When our troops reach Vryburg the air ofMafeking will not suit Cronje sprinters, so hy ,/J^aj> ^eerTmVtgln dwish them a pleasant journey back to the Transvaal."^ It will then be mereWan interchange of courtesy if we return the visit.

^
" When the big o-..n with which the enemy hoped to pulverise us and whichhas sent more shells in the neighbourhood of the hospi^ anrwome^'s llJ^erthan in any other parts of the town, is taken by our troops, we thfnk i onlyfair to Mafeking that it should be brought here. It will make a good memorialand be an object lesson to succeeding generations, who, reading the history ofour bombardment and seeing the weapon employed against fur women andchildren, will be able to judge of the nineteenth-century Boer's fitness To dorJi-nate such a territory as the Transvaal. Let it be placed, say in the sp"ccopposite the entrance to the railway station, raised on end, with Ihe unexplodedshells piled at its base with a description of Colonel Baden-Poweul clever

fhe Hknnl^rl''"' ^' ^T }^^ ^°'°"^' ^'" ^'^' '^e town in m nd whenthe disposal of the gun is under discussion.

heal'^gtf^Grntf. S^ts V'f '

'"' ^^^"'"^ '^^"^^ ''^ ^^"-'"^ ""^^ ^he

r S^7VT !,'''°'.^f'^
^"''""^^ Baden-Powell's appreciation of the action ofColonel Walford and his gallant men, which has been previously quoted 1
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Mafeking

The perusal of the roening paragraphs of the A/a/chn/r Mail
serves to enlighten us as to the degrees of hope deferred through
which the plucky inhabitants had to pass. The pathos of the
expression, " So by this day week we may begin to wish them a
pleasant journey back to the Transvaal," can only be understood bycomparing the date to which it referred with that of the relief of the
noble garrison—the 17th of May 1900 !

On the 7th of November, the force under Major Godlev and
Captain Vernon made a successful sortie, the excellent manage-

Baden-PowelP-'"'''
'^^"g"'^^^ '" a" order issued by Colonel

" The surprise against the enemy to the westward of the townwas smartly and successfully executed at dawn this morning bv a
force under the direction of Major Godley. Captain virnon's
squadron of the Protectorate Regiment carried this operation out
with conspicuous coolness and steadiness. The gunners, underMajor Panzera, fought and worked their guns well under a very
trying fire from the enemy. The Bechuanaland Rifles are to be
congratulated on the efficient services rendered by them under
Captain Cowan in this their first engagement in the field. Theenemy appeared to have suffered severely, while our casualties
were luckily very light. This is largely due to the fact thatMajor Godley delivered his blow suddenly and quickly, and with-drew his force again in good time and order. The ColonelCommanding has much pleasure in placing on record a plucky
piece of work by Gunners R. Cowan and F. H. Godson. TheHo chkiss gun, of which they had charge, was overturned andKS trail-hook broken m course of action. In spite of a very heavy
hre from the enemy s one-pound Maxim and seven-pound Krupp
these men attached the trail to the limber by ropes^ and brougS
the gun safely away."

v^ug^t

At this time the town was surrounded by some 2000 Boersand a heavy shell-fire was daily exchanged. Th'e damage done, how
ever, was slight, except in the case of the Convent, $hich seemed
to be a favourite mark for the Boer gunners. The trenches of thebesiegers had been moved to about 2000 yards of the town, andfrom here the enemy fired with rifles, but with indifTerent success

Pnlii
^'*'' '" -^^ Tr^ ^^"'"8^ disheartened. Colonel Baden-Powell was proving himself prepared to enter into a competi-

tive examination on the subject of "slimness" with them, and fhey

forrivllrTl^- f"'"'''^
'^ '^'. \nx.\\.a..\ strain demanded

^nZ Ji^ "'' '° '"'^" ^ P"P'^- A" "^^""er of efforts weremade, and there was even a Dutch council of war as to the proprietyof making a midnight attack upon the place. But the wily Colonelwas ready for them. He took care that lanterns should be pkced
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The Transvaal War
in suitable positions to illumine the paths of the would-be assailants,
and when they turned on these lanterns the attention of their
guns and broke them, more were immediately found to take their
place. There was also the British bayonet in reserve, and a hint
which they did not care to prove as a certainty—that dynamite was
somewhere or other arranged in a ring round the place, so that
at a given sign the too pressing attentions of intruders might
be disposed of. These some one tailed "the B. P. Surprise

i ii

Outpost and Entrbnchment, Southern Fort, Mafeking

Packets," which were arranged on the lucky-tub principle, ready
for those who might venture on an experimental dive. The
exact locality was not disclosed, in order that their whereabouts
might prove a never-ending source of wonder and interest to the
besiegers.

As before said, continual sorties took place, and Colonel Baden-
Powell succeeded in capturing mules and horses from the enemy
and generally harassing him. Great expectations sustained the
gallant little party that Colonel Plumer's force would shortly make
its way from the north and join hands with Colonel Baden-Powell.
Early in November the opposing forces stood thus :

—

^24



be assaiJants,

tion of their

to take their

t, and a hint

lynamite was
)lace, so that

•uders might
P. Surprise

SERGEANT-MAJOR-IMPERIAL LIGHT HORSE.
Photo by Oregors- Jk Co., London.



ti



Kuruman and Elsewhere
Colonel Baden-Powell with 500 Cavalry. 200 Cape Mounted

Pol.ce, and H.S.A. Company's Mou.ited Police, Co
Volunteers, six machine-guns, two 7-pounders, and 2CX3
to 300 townsmen used to arms

1000 Transvaal Boers under Commandant Cronje, and sooBoers at Mantzani ^

1500

1500
But later, some of the Boers were drawn off for service in tiie south.

KURUMAN AND ELSEWHERE

little^cai''betii""'TL''""-''"
^"''""'^ ""^ ''^ ^^"^"^ ^'^^Sg^^Jittle can be sa d. The garrison—consisting of seventy-five Britishsubjects including the men that came from Bastards-under th^command of Captain Baker stood out valiantly, fightg with rlreobstinacy, and hoping that British success elsewhert wo?ld speedl vdraw off the intermittent attentions of the Boers. Frorth?! nhto the 20th of November a strong party of DutchmeTi kept ^udincessant pressure, but they were forced' to retreat, though' bo"h

I he official details of the defence showed that the MissionStation which was formerly the centre of Dr. Moffat's lon^w^rkamong the natives of that part of Africa was theS of resltance

li'tr r'rT''^- ^^•'^^" ^'^^ ^"^^h commandant no ffiS themagistrate of his intention to occupy the olace the Unlr rlJ a
that he had orders to defend it. xLreup^on he ollmed w^^tvnatives and thirty half-castes, with whose^id helarHcadld KMission Chapel, and there resisted the assault of 500 Boers for s xdays and nights, after which the Boers abandoned the attack.

^
10 look back on the amazing valour of the tinv Mrri^nn „n

successful though it was. makes every British hear sweUwih pride'On d.e outbreak of hostilities, Mr. Milliard, the Residen Mai^ Itecalled a meeting of the inhabitants, and eloquently urged fhem to

place resisted the Boers and routed them, and, moreover set a

?ap Cl7 %T'IV''''''' ^° '""^ surroundrrdlstHc o'f

1? 1 ff \ ^^^. following extracts from five short letters /all^ated November 24). written by Mr. and Mrs. HilliaS to rektivesW p^o^r'and'tir t^''7 ?.^ ^^"^"^ ^P'^'^ that'sustainet Soraye people, and the love for Queen and country that was so nrac-tically displayed by them. Mr. Hilliard said .--''Just a short leUer

Vh^ ""a t"'' ^'•"" ^^'^^''"^ ^he Boers here from the xTth to he18 h. and have driven them back with heavy loss I received aletter from the r 'Fighting General.' Visser. L Sundav the "th=aying that if I did not surrender the town voluntarily he wouldtake It by main force. I replied that if he did he would have lo
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take the consequences of his illegal act, as my Government hail
not mstructed me to evacuate the town. The enemy has drawn
off towards Vryburg. In another letter he said :— " We are gointr
strong; the brave little garrison is so good and cheerful. The
army has gone, but may return, so we are prepared." In yet another
he wrote :—" We are all right up to now, and shall stick to our
dear old tlag till the last, whatever happens. May God d«'fend the
right and our dear Queen. Three cheers for all." Mrs. Hilliard
wrote:—"On Monday, November 13, the Boers attacked Kuru-
man. Our men fought bravely for six days, after which the Boers
departed, and we don't know if they intend returning or not
Charlie is at the Police Camp, and looks well and happy. He is
very proud of our men. Our men are still on the alert, and are
strengthenmg their forts, as the Boers will not return without a
cannon. They quite expected this place to be handed over to them
at ( ice, as Vryburg was."

This state of affairs continued till the end of the year. On the
1st of January the plucky little garrison was at last forced to sur-
render. This, they said, they would never have done had they
possessed a single cannon. The Boer artillery knocked to pieces
the improvised fort before the white flag was hoisted over the ruins.
Four men were killed and eighteen wounded in the splendid but
hopeless effort to hold the open village against a foe provided with
artillery and superior in numbers. The Boers numbered twelve
hundred against some seventy-five practically helpless men ! So the
unequal tug-of-war came to an end—we may say, an honourable end.

In Northern Rhodesia, British subjects were practically isolated.
The telegraph to the south was cut, and the railway—some four
hundred miles of it—was damaged in various places. To show
the state of remoteness in which the unfortunate inhabitants found
themselves, it is sufficient to say that a telegram from London to
Buluwayo took sixteen days in transit. Letters from Port Elizabeth
were received about three weeks after being posted. It may easily
be imagined what dearth of news prevailed, and how even such
news as it was, was falsified by rumour. But the excellent fellows
kept heart, although they were, as one of them said, "absolutely
Ignored by the British Government, and had not a red coat in the
country." He went on to say, " We have any quantity of men of grit,
and about a thousand fellows have volunteered to fight out of a
total population of men, women, and children of six thousand at most."

So little coL.J reach us as to the doings of Colonel Plumer's
splendid little force, th.it^the follow ng letter from Trooper Young,
a barrister, who ioirred at the outbreak uf the war. mav be
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Kuruman and Elsewhere

SSoryJ' """""^ '"""^ "'"y ''"l^' ''" ">'^ '^'ain of the brave

IVe had a bi. of an ^/cLg "ir'irrhsr'rr '' T

British territorv \\ 1 u f f ^ ^'^"''^ ""'^' '^'^"^ o^*" camp and in

for their firt was verv hot nnrl v^-,, ^i . ^ . .,
^^.'^> cheap,

blot ng hard s^ .""o? ven.' lit. e 7' "
t"''''

"''^'"- ™"i"S -<>

mile and a half aw:;/'TVi kyjoT ie 'wanoV'T-'o^f"!!^
°^ ="

and had to r^r Sht .hrourh h.,""'''; l°^T ?''=''«' "' '™™.
our officers "houSd '

n^n^^
"° f '"'=•

'^'^ ' "'"''l- <>"= "f

I did too dIX I
°

, „T''°'"'-^"'^'
"'I'^likeh-ll;' and

h.i.h, but otherrslVotr'^LTKr^^^^rou^''!:"'
i;

";;
right, warned the two olrL-efQ nn^ • •*, ? ^' ^"""^"h. ^'i

^ bit of a fusillade o„° u^'sttln^^e' gr„ear Iljf f'rtlt Id ^„°^
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The Transvaal War
casualties. The man who rode to the other picket had his horse
shot under him; so I scored—not for long, though, for my own
horse was shot soon after.

& & / >

"When I got back, I found we were having a very hot time Our
position was a couple of small kopjes close together. On two sides
there was an open space for about 600 or 700 yards. On the other
two sides there was a lot of bush and a ridge running round us
which we were not strong enough to occupy. The Boers had in
the held between 300 and 400 men, so we thought; we afterwards
tound that that was not overstating their number. Moreover they
had 250 men and one gun at Brices Store, about six miles away on
the 1 uh road, and strong reinforcements at their camp. They save
us the devil of a time. At first they fired mostly at the horses.
1 hey, poor beasts, had no cover, and nearly every one was hit A
few broke loose and bolted. Later, they turned their attention to
us Luckily their shell-fire was very wild, or we should have
suHered heavily. As it was, we had not a man even wounded

; but it-was a miracle we did not, for at times their rifle-fire was very heavy

a" u"'^rj'"'^
^- ^" ^^^y S^°^ ^ &°°^ ^'^^" '"• I had a narrow shave!A shell burst just near me, and one of the splinters struck a stone

and sent a piece of it bang against my leg. It cut right through my
putties, three folds of them. I made certain I was wounded, andwas much relieved to find there was no damage done.

" When the evening came, we had two alternatives—to stay wherewe were and wait to be cut up, or try to go through to Tuli. It was
hnally decided to do the latter, and it was undoubtedly the right
thing to do. If we had remained, we should have been surrounded
the next day, and every one slaughtered. With ninety men against a
thousand we should have had no show ; still, it was a very bitter pill
having to sneak off at night, leaving everything behind (including
the few horses left alive), our kit and waggons, even the ambulance
waggon It was horrible saying good-bye to our horses. My poor
httle Whiskey was wounded and very unhappy; we were not
allowed to shoot the wounded ones, as we had to sneak off as
quietly as possible. It was very sad work. Luckily we had no man
hit.

1 dont know what we should have done if we had. I supposewe should have remained there and taken the inevitable conse-
quences, as we would not have left them. We left at 8 p m and
arrived at Tuli at i p.m. next day, only two halts, one and a half in
the night for sleep, and another of half-an-hour for breakfast, which
tor me and most of us consisted of water. I had nothing to eat
except one small cookie from 8 a.m. the morning of the fi^ht to

"

2 P.M. the next day.
^

" Altogether, we marched forty miles through awful country for
a long way through brushwood called the ' wait-a-bit ' thorn, and in
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officers left us and rode on to Tulflf
'"'""' '""'P'"'^

'
^"^ °^ «"«•

off. and reported that we were onlvlT " "^^ '"'"'^ "^°"^ ^^" "^'"^s

as we were. UntH clntrn Gwl^n • '"'h
°"^' P'-^«y dead-beat,

all cut up, and one of the so^Sj""^ T'"'''
'''"^ ^^''^^^^ ^« ^^re

horses. f?r which we ^rev^rv^ef^^ Th'"
"' '"^

'^f
"^ ^'^^•••

miles out, and I'm blowed if I tf. I
^^^ T^ "^ ^'^^"t three

without them
; w^ were ab olutelv^ Z ""^

'°x"'^
^^"^ "^^^^^ i"

did enjoy mys^ff I^was Jmn^ /r'^r''',^"^/'^^" ^ "^"^^ «V I

about ind do^nothini bursmZ^-
^^^'^"' '^,'" ^°^" ^"^ haf

the defeat and the "L of oT.r h
''^''^"''- .^" '^^ ^'"^'•"^ss of

thoroughly enjo^^iTselfthaTat^^^^^^^^ " ^'^PP^' -^ ^

there.^tlem^fi\Trnrmfe^:he^ "'" ^"' "P' ^ P^^^ ^^n^
were attacke^d bj Tmuch supeTi^^^^^^^^^^^^

'^ "^'

defeated. They had to take?nTn h t
^^^"^^^ Store and badly

They brought Lr men wou^^^^^
the waggons^

including the parson^ho rs comin^'to^ee ''T
^'•"^ '"'^^'"^'

in the leg. Accordinp- to thfJ;. iF
see us—he was wounded

distinctly active parr,SfiH^^^^ '!f^ '''f"'
^^ ^^« ^^king a

about I20 in allure sent n'.n^'^^^^^^
of the police,

store were met b^some ofT h
^^'

l"^''']'7^,
"^' ^"^ "^^'^ the

who reportertLt^weTerfa reJv I'-
""^^ '^"^ ^""^''^ ^"'"' "^' ^"^

'hey returned whhoutT^fna? / ^t"^
.°"'' ^^^'^ "^^" '^'"^d

;
so

Tuli they were ^ucl^eEfd^o^^^^^^ '^T ^^>^ ''^'""^^ to us. In

certainly a very nar ow 'mlk f
"'^^

•

°-
'

'"^^ ^'"^^'- ^"^ ^^^
how we marag^ed tre^caTwithonM '

•

'
'' '''" ^ ^°"^^'- ^° "^^

had very good cover 3In ^
°""^ ^ "^^"- Certainly we

thincr we couW do W advantage of it; it was the only

twici, but could do notWnr^''^-'^ ''^r^'
1^^''- ••'^-fi'-^ °"^e o^r

Since then we have had verf iftfle?' ^'^T ^^^S-^^S^ shell-fire,

more fighting before lon^ wLn i I '
"""^ ^'^P"'' ^° ^^^^ ^^"^^

back. One thfnri thSk f
^°P^

-'^u
§^"' ^ ^'' «^ O"'' «^n

behaved ve^ytelf Vt e' Ja^nTt Tsi "n^'fT
^-^'"^— -"

ook it coolly. As 1 m^ttlr^e'r: ^
,

^","^'' ^"'^ ^^^""y one
h.d been uni. fi^^ L^SSl^^tSe^t^ t?L°Ll^.?-^^
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The Transvaal War
To understand the effect of war upon Rhodesia at this time, wemust read the followmg extracts from a letter written by a " Son of the

u\t?^l '" busmess near Buluwayo, dated nth November i8qq-—We have been cut off from the south for more than five weel<s, and
are very badly off for news. Such news as we get comes by Beiraand as there is no cable between Delagoa Bay and Beira. this makesthmgs worse. We have heard nothing from Mafeking since itsmvestment by the Boers except a couple of messages sent out bva native runner to the nearest telegraph office still in touch with
Buluwayo. A number of men from here are on the southern fron-
tier keeping the Boers in check, so as to prevent them making a
raid m this direction. They have had several skirmishes, but die
Boers are not in any great force, as they appear to have concen-
trated their men on the Natal border, where most of the fightin-
will probably take place. Business is so slow here that numberl
can get leave from their offices for the asking, and there were lots of
lellows in town doing nothing who were only too glad of the chance
of earning los. a day, which the Government are paying the Volun-
teers The local newspaper here is of little use at present, as it has
not funds to get direct news from Natal, and the only reliable
information we get is published by the authorities. 1\^t! Ĉhronicle
here came out with a special edition yesterday, describing a serious
reverse to the British (two thousand men and forty-six officers cap!
tured), but It turned out to be taken from a German paper published
in Zanzibar and sent to Beira, and I trust it may prove false Wewont get any newspapers. I fear, as long as the mails come via
Beira, owing to the cost of bringing them from Salisbury by coach,
but we hope there will be a change for the better soon. When
the newspapers come they will be interesting reading. . . Thestoppage of the railway has had a serious effect in Buluwayo as ithas caused a tremendous rise in the prices of everything, and ifmost of the merchants had not laid in immense stocks in anTicipation
of what was coming, things would be very much worse. Some
articles are very scarce. Potatoes are about /s a sack, andof very inferior quality. Sugar is gd. to is. per lb.; and a 200-lb.sack of flour costs 50s. to 60s., cheaper than most things, as therewas an enormous stock stored. Everything is likely to go up stillhigher before supplies can reach the town, and fresh meal will soonbe practically unattainable, and every one will have to depend on
tinned meat. There are no colonial eggs coming up, so we are
getting about 5s. a dozen for ours, and the price will probably rise
as with everything else. Some of the restaurants and hotels havehad to close their dining-room, as so many men have gone to the

[vhn ^ T^'f ^""^ ,^^^' ^"^ ^"^^ (^°°^) '«' therefore, some-what decreased. Several storekeepers talk of getting things from
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fvtf,r;4"'^^^^ perhaps . .ould pa. The
/oo lbs. weigEt. ThI r^ines are stil7J'''J-^ ^f ''''''^y 'Ss. per
kept on The Kaffirs round here seemTo^ T^ r'T^>''

""^ ^^Y^^war and the most of them have not rhl ^^ '''^'^ '"'^'•^^^ '" the
•s, although the Matabele came frn.^ ^K

'^"]°'^'^ '^^^ ^here Natal
ago. Of course they all kZlT n^'^

^^'' ^h^" ^^^'^nty years
them as they hav. ve^gotS rea on to^do' 'w ^^'•^"ghlyVete
few showers of ram here^so far and L ^^- ^'^"^ °"'y had a
can work our donkeys much at present L^.'k''

'' '"'^ P°°^- ^'^
to have them in good order L^f °" ^'^^^ account, as I want
communications ar! agai^ntt'blislSed"

''°" "'" ""' ^^^^ ^^'^h when

activUie/.
: cl^ftSiwo^tlf"irT ^^^^^ '" ^^^^^ ^V the

possible attack the Boer TaaJer at S^l'''''
f°r°"no''tre. and, if

23rd of November with seventv fiv
^^^"^3"'' he started on the

on a night march over sandy T^a^"
mounted men and ten cyclists

extremely scarce. At davbrP^.lJ^S '" \''^S:'on where water was
caught the Boers napS fL.^^ '^""f^"^

'^"^ ^^"tch laager Tnd
energetic; Good mor^rfJn?' by "elnT of a^ M^"^"

"'^^^^ ^^em -
1200 yards range, with theS that Th

^'""' ^"" ^' '°°o to
strong, were routed from thdrSon. '''^^"fmy, about eighty
ret.red to other kopjes, an^f^o^'^TenTe^oy'^'^PJ^^- '^^^^<'^^-
stormmg them would have emSled con."^ m T^''^^"^^' ^ut as
force returned to camp Thev i.

^^"S'derable loss, the British
ammunition and captured some'rifles T^h^r'^'^^K^- ^f^^ ^^^^ «'

march, accomplished in twenty-^lf^^ Hol^s!^:?:;^^^^^^^^^^^^^

PoorM.fl,- ,

^.^^-^FEKING. November

parallels, tnTworY long no. on"v"sMf T "!g ^^ approach b,-

Colonel Baden-Powell's brniianrwi,. „/°"f'^ '^"'°"' dangerous,
enemy from carryine the town kT .

^^',^ P"'«*^'> "> klep the

fytS/""
which occasionally tfe;;'':eSt5ed:„''; ^t!Z

do,ng their fell work madfno effS ,hJt"? ""^'^ I'"' «•= and
Maiiser bullets whizzed past their ear "'(.''l, "f

='=S^d remained firm,
nearly as .hick crashed ?nto ^1^!^t!^^^^::;^
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The Transvaal War
convent, or sometimes into the women's laager, leaving not seldom a
track of mourning and blood ; but the Boer could not plume himself

on victory. Not so far off his white tents reflected the sunlight,

and closer still the grim music of his rifles was eternally to be

heard ; but inside the little town were men who were developing

from mere men of commerce into toughened warriors, and assisting

Colonel Baden-Powell and his diminutive force to maintain the

majesty of Great Britain, with a chivalry that might have done
honour to the knights of old.

Towards the middle of the month the garr'son was much che. -ed

by the arrival on the scene of a plucky American journalist, who
had ridden from the Cape straight through the Boer lines, and -who

came with all the buoyancy of the outer world to delight the ears

of the British with tales of Lord Methuen's advance. Other news
now and then filtered in, and this the Colonel, either viva voce or

Facsimile of Writing in Album p,y Coi.. Baden-Fowell

by means of his typewriter, promptly shared with the whole inte-

rested community.
To make it evident that Mafeking was determined to keep lively

and aggressive in spite of intermittent bombardment, several more
gallant sorties were made, and on each occasion the little place came
off with flying colours. Commander Cronje, disgusted, finally took

himself off with some twenty waggons to Ricetera \ Transvaal),

leaving his guns with the remaining commandoes and relegating to

them the task of reducing the truculent town to submission.

Ruses, which are as the breath of his nostrils to the Boer in

warfare, continued to be tried on Colonel Baden- Powell, who may be

said to have almost enjoyed new chances to whet his wits and showed
himself the last person to be caught napping. Indeed, some one at

the time remarked that if they wanted to take him in they would

have to get up very early in the morning and stay awake all night

into the bargain ! The latest Boer device was to make a show of

going away and leaving a big gun apparently in a state of being
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f^^^^^^^^^
-hat in vulgar phrase n,,H^ be

drawn
;
his smart scouts continual v fo^mV.if '""'^l

"^^^ "^^ ^o be
and thereupon put every oTon.?' ^""^ ^"^'"y ^'^^^en in force
"sat tight "W-winS '^"'' ^"''''- M^^^king, in Ut,

r'i^^^^^^^ advanced works
the,r pluck and patiencf would uUratelv

"'°''" '^"^^^"^ ^^at
Their bomb-proof shelters Zrl Z^^'^^^y

receive their reward.
were no longer rabbitTarrens h^t'Te^ "^/^^ ?^ -^- They
roofed with the best steel Sk tZ ""^"-^f^^'^ated apartments,
wmdows resembling por ho es C?".

^^"^"^ags. and lighted bJ
the wedding of safely'^^iStn.fo^ TnV tE""^

""^ ^'^P'^^^^ '"
grow mterested h the artisticZl tv "f ^i^'

•^"^''.'°°" ^egan to
On the 25th of November inLK^'!;,'"'P'°^'^^d'-«rea^^

and the Chartered CompW^^ «o/tie was made,
determination, attacked SL^td' ken'tK''""/ ^'"^'^ ^^
encroachment. ^^P^ ^"^ ^oers from further

tinufdVaTnoy^lh^tirr^ror ^^^'r^' ^^^ «-rs con-
float over the fo^rtified places turrou^ndin."?.

''"" ^""'^ ^""^ began to
was a somewhat wearisLrLrtonvIn fhe n

''^"'
^" ^^'' '^^'^

The laconic report at that time of "ne of ^h^'^^i^"™^
of daily life,

sole resource was to "snipe and w-?Sr' p"" ""'^"''r^
^^s that the

where was beginning to draw off some f?.'" u"'"'^
P-"^^^""-^ ^'^e-

consequently the activity o the assaukonlh^'
^°''"" '"^•°"-^' and

It was quite evident that CobnelBaden Pnfr.^S'
^^

a nasty nut to crack, and thafh s ear^Ln I u^^^
^"^" '"°""d

underground shelters, his niZ att irl. Ju'-'
'".'^ ^'^^^<^hes, his

mmor dodges, which had befn cSv inv"^'!;'
'^""^^^^-and-one

biluy of the ingenuous Boer weS iZ T"'^'^
'° '^^' ^he amia-
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Of the Commandant another of the beleaguered band wrote-

'* Commandmg us we have a man than whom we could have none
better. The Colonel is always smiling, and is a host in himself.
1 o see B. P., as he is afFectionately termed, whistling down the
street, deep in thought, pleasing of countenance, cheerful and con-
hdent, is cheering and heartening—far more cheering and heartening
than a pint of dry champagne. Had any man in whom the town
placed less confidence been in command, disaster might have befallen
Mafeking

;
and if we are able to place the name of Mafeking upon

the ro 1 of the Empire's outposts which have fought for the honour
and glory of Britain, it will be chiefly because Baden- Powell has
commanded us."

That our good old friend Punch should, in his old age cause
almost intoxicating delight is a fact worthy of note. A copy
brought by Reuters cyclist-runner was safely carried into the town
to the intense joy of its inhabitants. It contained the cartoon by
bir John lenniel in which John Bull is represented as telling the
Boer that if he wishes to fight it must be a fight to the finish. The
journal was read and re-read even to the advertisements, and
gloated over for many days. What has now become of it is a
question of interest. There are doubtless many collectors of war
trophies who would pay more than his weight in gold for Mr. Punch
??^^ , , . ?

^'^^'^ through and shared in the vicissitudes of siege
life in Mafeking. °

The pluck of Colonel Baden- Powell seemed to be epidemic
Young boys, and even women, clamoured to do their share of the
work, and strove to display a perfecdy unruffled front in face of shot
and shell. In on. house some ladies stuck to their abode while the
breastworks were being built, and employed the interval in playing
and singing the National Anthem, thus stimulating and cheering
tlie workers outside, who joined heartily in the chorus. On the
28th of November grand preparations were made for an evening
attack, and these were quietly inspected by Colonel Baden-Powellm the small hours of the morning. But the Boers, whose spies
were for ever busy, were forewarned and had evacuated their
position. From the advanced trench in the river-bed some success-
ful sniping at the foe on the brickfields was carried on, however
and from here the enemy was eventually routed by the smart action
of the besieged.

During the night the Colonel ordered Captain Fitzclarence,
with U squadron and a Hotchkiss gun, to relieve Lord C. Bentinck
and to support the " snipers " in the river-bed. D squadron took
up a position in the river-bed under Captain Fitzclarence and Lieu-
tenant Bridges 1400 yards from " Big Ben." The Cape PoHc'> .^nd
a Maxim at the extreme south-east corner, and Captain Marsh with
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he started from 1 uli with a force of mounted men, and, after hair-
breadth escapes, in four or five days reachcfl a place some fifty miles
north of Petersburg, the chief town in the north of the South
African Republic. He also proceeded down the railway line
towards Mafekmg, but was continual!) harassed by the enemy and
contmually obliged to retrace his steps owing to lack of water and
other insuperable difficulties. Here we must leave him for a time.

rhe Boers, learning that necessity is the mother of invention and
finding they could not get into Mafeking, were obliged to communi-
cate vyith the Baden- Powell " braves " in an original manner. They
fired into the town a five-pounder shell, which failed to explode. It
was examined, opened, and discovered to contain the following
jocose epistle :—" Dear Powell,—Excuse an iron messenger. There
IS no other means of communicating. Please tell Mrs.—Mother and
Jamily all well. Don't drink all the whisky. Leave some for us
when we get in." This was a little piece of innocent diversion com-
pared to other experiences. On the following day a shell from
a Boer loo-pounder struck a store, sending its splinters far and
wide, and carrying devastation in its wake. Daily some tragic
episode was the result of a well-directed shot, some white or black
mhabitant was left a mangled, hopeless wreck—a pathetic fortui-
tous atom blown to the winds by the blast of war. In addition to
the intermittent uproar of the heavy guns, heaven's thunders at times
broke out, with copious showers of rain, and one of these, on the 5th
was so violent that it flooded out the trenches, and made all bomb-
proof shelters untenable. Trouble and discomfort were as far as
possible relieved with great energy by Lord Edward Cecil and others,
but the effects of the inundation were not easily removed. Brisk
engagements between the sharpshooters on either side now formed
part of a morning and evening programme, and the Protectorate
Regiment, under Lord Charles Bentinck, did such good service that
the enemy grew shy of approach, and concluded that the process of
starving out the garrison would be more comfortable than shelling
so vigorous and retaliative a community.

On the loth of December the Dutchman Viljoen, who was a
prisoner, was exchanged for Lady Sarah Wilson. The story of this
enterprising lady is one of remarkable interest. In the beginning of
the siege she left Mafeking and rode to Setlagoli Hotel, where she
arrived on the same night. No sooner was she asleej) than the rattle
and roar of musketry commenced. This was afterwards discovered
to be the gallant fight of Lieutenant Nesbitt on the armoured train,
which has been described in the opening story of the siege. Poor
Nesbitt, it may be remembered, was taken prisoner. Lady Sarah a
day or two after the fight, rode to the scene of the engagement and
photographed the wreck. Later on, this intrepid lady moved from
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characteristic iverv

amazing
was at that moment

pisi.c is here reproduced, as it shows th<
serpent and dove in the spirit of th

the
- - man

choice of death or surrender :

who
acmg tl

To the Burghers under arms round Mafcking :—
" Burghers,—

I
address you in this manner because I have only recentlyearned how you have been intentionally kept in the dark by your ofticersthe Government, and the newspapers as to what is happening in other partsof South Africa. As the officer commanding Her Majesty's troops on ?hSborder, I lunk .t right to point out clearly the inevitable result of vouJremaining longer under arms against Great Britain. You are aware that thepresent war was caused by the invasion of British territory b^ your forceswithout justihable reasons. Your leaders do not tell you that so far yourforces have only met the advanced guard of the Britisli forces. The circum-stances have changed within the last week. The main body of the British a"enow daily arnv.ng by tiiousands from England, Canada, India, and Australiaand are about to advance through the country. In a sh^rt time the Repub fcwm be in the hands of the English, and no sacrifice of life on your par'^ canstop it. The question now that you have to put to yourselves before it is too

tj^'-'^W"^"''^
^'^'''^ '°^'"S your lives in a vain attempt o stop the

lase tT"ou ?
" '""'" ^^""'^ ^°"'" ^''^"^' '^^'"'^'' '^ '^l^^"' >vi'l be of no

'• I may tell you that Mafeking cannot be taken by sitting down and lookingat it, for we have ample supplies for several months. The Staats artilleryhas done very httle damage, and we are now protected both by roops a, dniines. Your presence here and elsewhere under arms cannot stop the Britishadvancing through your country. Your leaders and newspapers are a sorying to make you believe that some foreign combination or Power is likelvto intervene in your behalf against England. It is not in keeping with theh^pretence that your side .s going to be victorious, nor in accordance with facS'The Republics having declared war and taken the offensive, cannot claim inter-veniion on their behalf The German Emperor is at present i^ Enghndind
fully sympathises with us. The American Government has warned She s ofIts intention to side with England should any Power intervene. France haslarge interests in the goldfields, identical with those of England Itdv isentirely in accord with us. Russia has no cause to interfere. The war s of

Thl hT'"'"^"' T'"^*
^''°'^^'' ^"'^ "°* of a people against another people.The duty assigned to my troops is to sit still here until the proper timearrives and then to fight and kill until you give in. You, on the other handhave other interests to think of, your families, farms, and their safety Wleaders h^ve caused the destruction of farms, and have fired on women andchildren. Our men are becoming hard to restrain in consequence Theyhave also caused the invasion of Kaffir territory, looting their cattle, and havethus induced them to rise and invade your country and kill your BurghersAs one white man to another, I warned General Cronje on November i! thaithis would occur. Yesterday I heard that more Kaffirs were rising. I have

f^r^lhr T' ^"^™n"
.^.'^'^^'•^'"g'y- Great bloodshed and destruction oftarms threaten you on all sides.

"I wish to offer you a chance of avoiding it. My advice to you is toreturn to your homes without delay and remain peaceful till the war is over.
I hose who do this before the 13th will, as far as possible, be protected asregards yourselves, your families, and propertv. from rorfi=^.»ion looting
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^""'="*^^ °« P'-'^oners of war at.u.y time,

promise. They will have onl t"^ , sc vc fTwi /°° ^^''' ' "" °«''^ "°
property they and their famii .i ny ..,, 'LL '

^^J
'"J"% '" '->"'' 'oss of

Baden-Powell. Colonel. MakT,:;fv;':.b:,"';t,.^"'^^'-
-(Signed) R. S. S.
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gave them fwarm rec"ptLn "TT^ ^^^'''^l
^'•°'" ^'^^ ^ush.

Major Peakman, and wT guns were^'nt trr'^""".-"'"'^"^^the enemy's guns which 1^^^},^. ^ ° ^"PP°" ^'"^ ^g^'^st
y guns, wnich at that juncture ceased firing. The

' Captain Baden-Powell, of the Scots Guards.
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enemy's fire with one piece of artillery was on the whole poor andfortunately httle serious damage was done. Later in the afternoon

kept up till dusk, and m which the enemy sustained considerableloss Unfortunately Major Ayliff of the Cape Police, a brave a^idefficient officer, was wounded in the neck. The Boers occupied TheKampersdam mine, some five miles distant, and shelled the Otto

Plan ok Ki.mberi.ev and Environs

watched rh.%
^'^''^.^^^^ 'P^'^^S^'' Mr. Chapman, like a Spartan.

Snf./ ^^^''']^<^'^on of his property and kept Colonel Kekewicl

November fi C
^'

f^^^-^
^°""- ^^'' ^^^ •"'^'^"y ^'"^H- O"November 6 General Cronje sent a message to Colonel Kekewich

nn ?n?h Tu""
'"'*''^"!|^^'-' Otherwise the town would be bombarded,and on the folL wing day a force of Free State artillery, supportedby a large commando, began further offensive operations. Captainbrown, who rode out n short distance to Alexandersfontein, was

captured, and stripped by the Boers because he would reveal nothincr
regarding tne state of the town. '^
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7-pounder mountain euns • a l^r„l
*^'^"*'^""g of six

In add"f^^^^:
^--^-nforUe^A/^l.eS ctp^^'In addition to these were the following irregular rr

'

One battery Diamond Fields Artillery wSL'^T
;

field guns, ? officers nnH ^ . ^ 7-pounder
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^'^^^^^
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TU J-

* " " '
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provisions were be-
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which they lived^fhe inhabitants of the nt ''T^'"^ P^" ""^ '"'^^^ '"
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.
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and then he must stand whrskies'"

^^'^"''°" '"'"^ "^xt Tuesday.

arrived w^h'htst^ratt^^^^^^^^ ^l\f
P^^d their faith.

The news of British relief so clo^JJ';;::;^ w^^i^^l.i^lii^J- tS
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those whose patience was inclined to languish began to take heart.
In Kimberley itself the weather was fine and warm, and as vet little
.11 consequence from the shelling was suffered. A peacock was
killed, some buildmgs damaged, some nervous persons terrified
1 he military authorities issued a proclamation ordering that allpeople not engaged vith the defensive forces should give up armsand ammunition, a decision that was found necessary to prevent
irresponsible persons from infringing the laws of civilised warfare.On the . 7ih of November a force composed of detachments of theDiamond Fields Horse, Kimberley Light Horse, and Cape Police,
under Colone Scott 1 urner, went out with a field-gun and two Maxims
to ascertain the strength of the enemy's position at Lazaretto RideeIhe enemy, who were posted on a rocky mound between Carter's
J^ arm and the reservoir, opened fire on the advancing men, whothough some vigorous volleys were returned, were obliged to retire'Meanwhile the Beaconsfield Town Guard had a tussle wiMi the
foe, and after much firing on either side, he eventually retiredAs usual, he hid behind rocks and stones, and made himself generally
inaccessible. On the following day some smarc engagement! ensued,and so brisk was the volleying from rifles and the booming of field-
guns that the townspeople believed that some decisive battle mustbe taking place. There were, however, few casualties

Al eyes were now fixed on the doings of the Kimberley relief
force that was concentrating at Orange River. A fpw more weeks
nay, a few more days, and those patient, cheery prisoners wouldmarch out free to have their reckoning with the Boers. I ord
Methuen, once joined by the Coldstream Guards, Grenadiers, andNaval Brigade would be able to push on. and then the first big movem the war would be made. So they hoped, and with reason, for an
electric searchlight, worked by the Naval Brigade under Colonel
h.rnest Rhodes, was signalling to Kimberley. whose searchliahts
were plainly visible to the advancing army.

''

To the dreary imprisoned inhabitants this mode of communi-
cation was vastly exciting. Every day the relief column was
approaching nearer and nearer, and the patient though longin-
besieged began to feel as if they were already almost liberated
Ihey commenced preparing an enthusiastic welcome for the in-coming troops, and ironical farewell salutations were uO'v levied
at the Boers in acknowledgment of shells and of their general
artillery prowess At that time, coming events-the disasters of
Majesfontein and Colenso-had not cast their shadows before I

Mr. Rhodes was particularly cheery, and took most whimsically to
the information conveyed through Kaffir sources that the enemywas keenly desirous of exhibiting him in a cage at Bloemfontein
prior to despatching him to Pretoria! The brutal manners and
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customs of the Boers, however, were no s..M... r •

,by their treatment of four "ho^^^^L ' K f^'^' ""^ "''°^"
while searching for stray cattle^" After kill^l

""'^
"i'^ 'T^''^'^tne enemy ordered the remaining two havinXt fl

'P'", "" '^^"''

bury the bodies of their comrades TSl ^ "^
t^

^.""^^^^ ^^'^"'' to

and tell their friends howXytd been tafd
''''^ "^ ^''"^^^^^^^

served i;:[;:^\s':r;:^tL':itr^^^^^^^^ ^'"^---• ^'-y
-f one may be alloweC^. cl^ I^lltinfest ^'iTS4

The Siege of Kimberley: TyPICAI. SpI IN-IER.PROOF SHELTER OF SaND-AND Iron Plates
HAGS

Photo, Hancox, Kimberley

the manoeuvre was a failure Thf p '^"^°"^ ^ elds Horse
; but

<he number of sheU. <,r7i ^^7! t!:°,tfZ"' SwSgVli.'l
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Sr Mr Rh •:
'i

J^"/^''? support to the military sk.l! of He
S^y^f h^ cc^^ ;f !^r^'^'"V'^'

''''^P°'"^ °^^^^ Colonel-one shouM
wiU S.S^rfor":""fe-!:~'':""^' °^ ^^ Beers,and worked... ir /• 1 .

''^^'-^' 'i"" woFKea

f 'T u
•*' P^°P'^' spe"'^>nfT withoutstint, intellect, energy, .rrd fl^nds'on the^ Sf '^en ,

^ •

iHi^Pli

<Jn the 25th of November there was unusual activifv TU

Colonel Chamier "f fhe^RV^ Ar^lerv*' H "n? "'^ ^''^'»' "^

and with marvellous ™eri Ihed the R^ "'5' !"'* ^'' ''^^
instant rifles bristled-shol blazed out R^rH

"''°"'' '^" ""=

rous Jashion, hoisting the white flag while thev took strav no .at their conquerors. This charge ^as one woJlh^tScf" - v

^
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KimberJey

It in the socket, and consenn^nTK^ i' .
' '^""^ '^^''^ ""'«b]e to fix

one hand and n;k:d bSS^Sr^other"' "P°" ^'" ^'-->'' ^'^^
"'

British 'attack Tof, Il^rJ^' l^t^Th:
'^^'

t^'""^""'^'-' ^^ ^>-
Engineers on Otto Kopl were nrn^ T""' ,

^^f^"^'^ile the Renal
body of infantry with a^lumed for ? fief I

''''

'^^"'^N-"^ . strJno-

<:hecking the advance of the enemv Sm i
"^?"' '"^ ^^''''''"''' ""^'^

tram. also, under Lieutenant WeTs[efmort^^f
"'""•.

•
\^"'^--^-^

was reconnoitring north and sonfh 'r^ • ?"f'''^'"'^
Regiment),

by three half companies of trH.-i fm V''^ ^'^« ^"PP°"^d
Major Fraser) proceeded south nfk-K"'?^''^ ^°^" Guard under
reinforcements in check .sthev-.'^'^' ^"^ ^^^'^ ^^^ ^"-".y's
sequently. owing to the iTr s^firin. o^^f^^'^

Wimbledon. Sub-
to return to Kiniberley! wle e Cognel SVo^T ^""^ '^ ^"^ ^^'^''^^^

of his inability to hold the Sion hel . . ^"''I'^''
'" '^^"s^q^ence

retire. But durincr the ho? r^n?, / ' .stormed, was forced ilso to
engaged with that o/the encmv in^au' l'"

""'"'^ ^^'^ ^"'"-V ^-«
this gallant officer was woSd F Lm'^'T'

'""" Keniliorth,
him. then a bullet oierced T. ? ^fs hor.se was shot under
continued to perform^'l^lts

"^"^a^diel 'S thr-'^^"
'" '^

caused by his wound. The BoerV 1 , -. '"convenience
the ambulance waggon desnlf^T f ."^"^I;

P^'d no respect to
fluttered over it. ^fhey fired at tw^h'^".' ^"? ^""^^'^ flag^vhich
reported, used explosive buHet Ei^h?

^-^ '^°'"' ""'^' ^« «""'-
in addition to two wounded Boers ^ P"'""^""' ^^'^ '^^'P'"'-^^.

strat'eS^h:^''th:r:'wrst t'ir "^'^'^^^^^y- ^^ '^ ^^^y ^'--n.
activity was subse^uen^lfreco^IlL^^^^^^^^^^^^^ folL^t^t^.-i'-^-^

to.d;'^s:ngt'merrSLS^^^^ ^",-nks who took part in
'

have this day shown tha they Sn no" o„,^^^^^^^ J^.^
8^'-nson of Kin^berle;

out and drive the enemy frL^LTentrenfu^M^ '^'"- P°''''°"^' ^^' "" sally

^:£^^^ --^^ -o Ste sThrt^XE- .,
H^,

;-Jo- ^hJ

^o:^^i::z:i:i^^^^:j^ r^r^-vr °" ^^^ -^^^'^ °^
same direction as before-attackSfhR 7^^ ^'"''^P^ ^o^"^ the
captured their laager and th ee work? n^'"' ""' '''""' ^'''^' ^^"'^

the fourth work^ the enemvTn^I r T'
°" ^",«"'Pt'ng to take

.ha„ once d.-s..g.s,f/SL^,r:^-/j'3 ^.^o,''- -e
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the successful leader of so mmvSf 1°^ the Town Guards and
the siege. The follolg^S ^::'t::£:^^^T' ^^-"Shout

on the capture of tlTe etn"s Ta^e" ^'^J^^ s'uS"'^^"'"'
•''^''^''°"'- ^^

was ,n every respect a most creSle Itmar^^ ^'^^ ^*
deplore the loss of many brave men who hnel f!n I

^^^ ^'^° ^g^'" »«>

was with profound sorrow he uf" » u . t ? '^^"^" ^' ^''^ *^a" of duty. It
killed while gallantly feadTn^ Ms iT ^" L-eut. -Colonel Scott Turner was
defences, ll IJeuLcrnll ScotrTS^r'T '"' '''''"^'\°'' °' ^^^ -"-'"y''
a brave and most distinguished comrade and h. ^r"°" °^ Kimberley loses
the whole population of Kimberley ^Sllbfn t tl^hen?'

'^°"'"'«"^'"g ^eels sure
this true British officer, to whose skill VnTJ' V • .^"

niournmg the loss of

sucSd II-L'rS ''of rl^i-n^iTf'ht
H-'-^^^ •°««^'

sequence of Colonel Scott Turner's deSh '^ * ''^ '" """

(S^d 'S s%ten^:^''T,/t'^^4 '^^P-'n Wa„l:i'
Light Horse).

'' ""'' '-'^•"'^n^n' Watson (Kimberley

univerVl''re:;rr'trrli's'fr°f ^P^c^'^'''
="" fe<=""g^ of

who fdl in-^ue^^rs: ie t^.°'i:;fLtd°" ThT^'
'"' «"-

common in those days was ve^ fnll Z a V^^
ceremony, so

graves stood Mr. CecimSes Dr L fT ^f^""''
^°""d ^^e

Mr. and the Hon Mrs Sfo^t^1^'-' '''^ ^^^^^^^

mournful commun^tv of the nl... J-^^'T/
^"^ '"^^^^ ^^e whole

graves, six blasts Iwn on Sbu^^'and"?^ ^T ^''^ "^^'^ '^e
said, they left them "alone in d^eirforP^ '" ' ^^'' P'''^^^'" ^^'"^

H!cr.,ru
^''^/ ^°''*^^ *** adjutant and paymaster FnffK;! ^ *^,'^^'' ^"^ '^e Mata-
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pluckily

CHAPTER III

LIFE WITH GENERAL GATACRE

O^rol;' PuL'l K^rt?: ^^"^-I
^-^-- Withdrew

Sterkstroom At this 1,^^'"'^ '''^"""^^
P°«^' ^«

Generals French and cT '"
'
u^,

"^"""^^ ^P^ere.

lines of commun cadon ^tT""'
"^^''^ .^""'•^•"8^ ^he

of events. Owing to T series of '..^^ fT^^ ''^'''"^ ^^e turn
a patrol under cfptain de MontmorencT V ^ '" "'^'^h
Boers thought discretion the beUer nart nV '

7'""
^"^t^^^^'

^'«
out of Dordrecht, with the result fL^ u ""^^""Y''

^"^ ^'eare 1

Colonel Dalgety; of the C fpe m^,^,:," ^^f,^4th of December
occupied the town. At Bushman'. Ho I ^r'

"^'^'^ ^'« 'o'^ce
the Royal Scots, two 2 nonnder'r^ \r''^

'^"'" ^^on^Panies of
Kaffrarian Rifles and aLfu^Thirtv F '^ ^ax.m guns, about 800
of water General Gatacre' forc^ haTT't ?^J'?^ ^° ^^^^^'^^
remaining at Sterkstroom There water had'tn'^'h'^'^'

'^' ''''
ra.l, whence, with some difficultv T^Yc k . f ^°

J"^ conveyed by
in water-tanks by mu es The^;.n ''^^^^''l^^

'^ Bushman's Hoek
South African switXack on two t""^

'" ' f'" P^'''' ^ «P«^'^« of
down dale with en^gTn ' iZnuL T^ '""t

''""'^'"^ "P '^•" ^"d
on the trains, fresh foods were LetTmes^^^^^ ^^P^"^«"'
bouring farms it was oos^ible to . k

^^^^'"^ble. At neigh-
bread, ^but to "go a Sedn'>- ?t 1 '" butter-milk, grain, a,, 5

marching order for there w!c^ ^^ necessary to start in full

block thfroadfoVwLtneL^ou3tnVL^ '^^ ^^-'^ n^4h
quite impossible to be eveTSVhTDir/h^^ ^ ''"^'"^^ P'^^^' ^' ^^^
one who knew their wlys ^ d thaP.T T" ' T^''

^^'^ '""^^^nce.

knocked up. twenty chances o ont .0 ^TJ ^""''^ ^^"^ '^^e «;
at his disposal, givtZ^df'^'i^''^'^"^
would also watJi fhe hor^on fo; th '' '^'T* ^^- ^^ile he
should they ,.ne the C ^ouW bTTmt'^^'"

"''^

uniform, arms, or anything elsJ m15 ^ ,
•''^ P^^'^^' ^'^hout

may be imagined, life waf never tn^ '"""'• '^""- therefore, as
at 3- 15 A.M.,'' but ni^ht kself Inr? ^^'y-So^^S- The day began
The troops .lept wfth t dr stran.

'' " ^^'' ^^^ ^^^rcel/restful.
apiece by the, • side H hou

X^^^ ^^ '^o rounds of ammunition
toilet were unkr.own, TndSnt £l!n«''^' • u S'^^^; ^^'^'^'^ ^^

"^he
Whose acquaintance ^'^^I^Z'X'^''::^^^^^
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'•or recreatio,, there was Sbull Tnfi
""W^.""'""'!' >'''i> Wscuiis.

"C-re fom- cheery pipers wZ?, ;,-^^ « enhveii the spirits there
and cat,, d thei'^Slrrts to t,

" '"'
'""t-''"'

"^"<'" ring,

land of the enemy. ^ ' "^^^ "^*^y were in the

with^'ltis'^oSrs'ld ';hirt"la'pT S'f, <!?. "-'-"-ncy started

seven men were left behind fnwl l-,'"^ ^ '"""^'' ''»"^' tvventy-

terminingtorenndn tl. ea?J prot^^^^^^^ "7.^ ^^°"^^ '^^--- ^e-
Horse, who was woun^d ToTpI i'

•"''"' ^^^''^" °^ ^''^'bant's

worthy the next day S^^omnan l hTr "'' ^?
scouts. I ro men, and'four gZf Tlese^SlP'!!" ^^ Montmorency's
as to surprise the Boers w , of/ I "'^^'^ °' ^He scene so early
small forc'e of Colon! "t^d'on'uedro" '^ ''''\^'^V'''

"^^^ ^X the
throughout the night. shTo fi^ht .

"P^ ^^ ^h''" ^^^ a distance

cevermanoeuvrinlon both sSes the .
^"^"^^1. and, after some

eight killed, whileihe party S th^ don^T"^'
ret, red with the loss of

m safety to Dord, :ln. Vi rescue^u
^^

t-'n^'''^'''
^"^ •"^'"''"^d

Bpers were finally sent helir-skeher l.r
^^^^ ''^"''"^' ^^ '^e

with a night's anxiety in the nuS h-H l^'
""- "'^"' ^ "'' ^""^

release. As it was, they were restored to tl-""r' ^T^ "P '^^P^' ^^
a storm of cheers.

restored to thoir friends in camp an. Id

advanced can^^'^at "i^LnTHLp '"' ^s sent out from the
occupied Mclceno. The Crs hTd

' '" ' ^h^^^'^e hor^l. that
in front of Bushman's Hoek ^,J ?.o "'T'^'' ^ ^'^ 8^"" «" '<«PJe
about eight o'clock A . i u

'^''"? ^''^"^^ commenced to fire^t
seen to beUatt.

; fhe?ete'd.e"7''^"^'°°' ^^^ ^-- --
<iHes. Mounted Infantry of he B-kf^^^^^ 'r'^^'^'^

of Kaffrarian
iMounted Police, at once^engaged them

^^'"^'"^' ^"^^ ^'^^ ^^P^

quarTeT: !:^rh!:^?l^-.t^L^^rr-R^
S.^ suited from head-

Battery of Artillery. The Boers from t^""^
Scots and the ;«th

>
ine uoers from their point of vantage were
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Life with General Gatacre
firing from the hill on which was nl .m.? tu i

-

tinued to fire on the Infmtrv ^/tl >

"" ^'^' ^^n. and tliey con-
Plain to right of CypheS ^^er an unditing
stricken at the oi.ts^et of the fi^h Fo f"P"'^/'°" '^^^^ ^"I panict
burst without doing damaJe in? rh.

,^°"^'""^^''y t'^^" Hostile shells

The Artillery nldt-T^eio" to thSu T^'^'f
''' "'"'"-•

position on a kopie and frun fh^n^ u ^ '

^^'^"''^'^
'' comman 'ng

which had the e&''"o'f sS i'g" he'Toe"r:
^^^1="'^^' ?""'-.-'

gun and retreated, the bulk of their force now ^
T'"'''''"''

"'''''

retinng, to cover the movement advancing, now

^^roi!:! t;;;^-:;::^zisl^T- -^^^^. •-> -^^d its

on the scene only to learn of the wSrtal?^^^ P°"^''^"'- '""""^

without check owintr to nnr \H f^"'^'^'^'*'-
This was carried on

acres force were thu^s enZedL^n""'"^'^' ^^i^""
^'''''^^ ^at-

attack on 140 men of the^CW Pol'
""^ T' "^^"^'"^^ ^ determined

Rifles at MoK. ThevTere nl^ Knffruri.n

Police had an unpleasant e'erient pfv/'^.^'-^f'^^
^^""^^^ '^^

their camp, but all n^VaculouTeiaped^lrv Th^TfP'^ '"^°

retired as mysteriously is thev kI.I I '^
•". ^^ ^ ^"^ ^^""^^^ "ow

reason for their arrh^al 1 1 was su n..?'i f"^
"°"" '^""^ '^"^ '^^'<^^

to draw General Gatacre Jntra^^tKip "^ " "'^ ^
" ''"' " ^^'^'^

the tiro75 rr^lor^lh^raPo
'^'^^^

'r" °" ^'^ --'"^ of
direction of Stormbere and t kTn/"''^^'^^'^

reconnoitring in the
from Molteno mTiL Th. f^ Possession of the meal and flour

men, the
7 th alt 79th Fie^lXS^ ''^^^^'^'^^ ^^g^"

Cape Police and Berkshire ReliW ^^ ^^e
Frontier Rifles. TheTxpedloTwV^'^T^" ^•^^«' ^^^
operation of removing the foodTtnfff

7'"^"^[y successful. The
of the machinery of tCmills wa^ '^^^^^

d-taching the vital parts
the Derbyshire Vgim'entanHhr^lh Bat^rv" ^^7^?^'°"

^'
noitring was undertaken hv tU^ c ' \ ^^'^'^y- ^ hat of recon-

evacualed Stormberg, were *i,ht, fll T "^ '"PP"''"' '° l'^™
•he Boer position ^sTadT b^L T:ly'"«!„d '^l

'"""^- "^
returned ,o camp well satisfied wiA the res^hrfThefrtli;,'

'""P'

nved^'in'^^rnic'ltToTsrnd'rT-^'^' ^'r^"-^^^-nts. The Dutchme„°^^ar„t^:lr''L" ?^!;,%r'"^--

mated at V ^7 JL, r
°^' "''^"S"' in tliis district was esti-

Stattr-,,,' " '"?." '"'''^ ""''« "P f""- tlie m"St part of Frelotatera anu uape rebes f>n the. tfi.t^ „r i .i ^ .
^^

-v«, some .Kree hundredJ^all^V/st^B^s^'.^C^
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The Transvaal War
to Loperberg. and the 74th Field Battery, with one comoanv ofMounted Infantry, from Sterkstroom to Bushman's HoeTVhe

Though General Gatacre's Division was merely the shadow nfthe division It should have been, and his strS^uch as it was

He keot tL R 1 ^^" r?. ^^^ ^^P^^'" ^^ Montmorency.He kept the Boers who were holding Stormberg in a simmerinastate of excitement and suspense. He and hil active n.Tvffscouts were perpetually reconi^^itnng and sLrmi h n^and e-" -^from very tight corners, getting bick to camp by what L vu!^i?phrase is called "the skin of their teeth." One of these narrowescapes was experienced on the i6th January, when CaotXdeMontmorency and his men went out from Molteno ti gab fnfo ma
w^: IkTltj ',h;,r'"''^"^^ of the enemy. A%rrttX

i J I,- ?.
^'^^'^ ^^°"S' ^"d when they were almost snrrounded Major Heylen with sixty Police cameVthe rS:ue and

Mnl. ^^^'f^'
''^'^' ^°"^^ ^"•'"^t^d firing, returned safely to

t^rtr^mlltry
""''''' ''''" ^^ ^-"' ^^''^'^ ^^' ^-t^"

a species of Dutch /« ^uo^ue-th^ Boer leader thinkit'g io chaTee

h./iT^'f ^l'-'^' ^*^H"^y ^^'^'^'^^ ^'^^t a store of ammunition

wtth'::S r'es ^nd'^"''"^'
British waggon-a waggon maS

General r? ^nd purporting to be an ambulance wagcron.

Selrla?deT•'lffiH'"'P^'"'"^ ^
'^'^ "^^'"^" -PeachSTentne lorvvarded affidavits sworn by Major Lilly, R.A.M.C., who was

tated thT•^^''^''^'
^^§^§^?" ^'^""'^ '' '^^^ '« be aband^ned^ whostated that ,f such ammunition had been found it had been subsequently deposited there. General Gatacre further informed "he

ner'c^mo'anfll'"- ""'^t'
^' ^^''"^ ^'^^ ^^ ciildrTnIn o.near camp and allowing them to run the risks common to belli-gerents was contrary to the rules of civilised warfare and desiredo point out the responsibility he incurred in so doing He further

toTssist"Fath'''R'
-rvant who had been on the^field of battle

detafnTd in trHn
^'' '"

'V
'''''''''' ^^ ^^^ ^^""^^'^ ^ad been

m r T lu
^ '""^P ^^'^' assurances of his release had been •made. To these remarks and complaints the General received no
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Life with General Gatacre

visaed II;, ^hty'.h^':S"d:°;;!, :„tj-js ^rT ^"''

hospi.a, a. .he .esul. of rec„„„S™td'-I.L7;l;-„;'',e

Movements of Gatacre and French

^^f^:ri:^^^z^^— -- ^o the

had acc?mySed1hiToSe^d't£^^^ ^•^•^^•^•. ^^o
arrived in camp. Ser Pvln-

"^'^^'-tune at Stormberg,
General Gatacre as ah-e fn.

^
• ^V^""'' °" ^^ose accoun

Olivier, also retur^^d ^iLTn'^?'^^ •

'''^'"'^•^^^ Commandan
guns had been brought on the ^^^ '"^erestrng news. More
German gunners sLTJ. • ^' ^"^^ '^''^^ ^'''^ ^^'^ved b)'

into the clrnJi:doe.t&TiZ\T^ ''"f""?^ "^^^ ^•'^^^^^

-posed of lads of about i^l^^^t^l^ ^^^^-
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%ln7st:r'::L:t!^lZTh^'^
beginning to run dry. Many

fontefn straight to' he front
'""

'
'^''"' "^"'^^^^^ ^'°^"^-

captured. The Sr es'oEts were flZr^'^^rK^
"'^^ "'^^^^ ^^

whether " Experiences in Pret^rl •• « 7. '
^'^ ^^'^^" *^ calculate

finally decided^or'?helib:rty"ofXp;:f ""'^ ^^^^ "^^Py-" ^"^

nigh? of'th""::^' "xTe" Bn-rh
P""'^'

'^Z
'''' ^^^ ^--^ the

wih was continued fir omet'^JTre^r'^"^^ ""' ^--^ fi-.

till it was afterwards dLTeredTh.^
consternation prevailed,

taken place, anTthe sound of .' ^
'"^'"^i"

'''^ Boer lines had
mistaken for the advance of ?L tTv 1^^^^'?'"^ ^^"'^ ^ad been
flown to arms, fired St and tl ^^ .f '

The Boers had at once
a neural cons^.^^^^^^ and as

before\"sttm.''uttTe"puffranVoant ^''rr'"r '"" ^^'^^^—
Sterkstroom and Penho^ whl^at r°f k'''^^^

P^^^^ ^'^""d
guard, with the fear of some imptdin^^^^^^

'^^ Boers were on
were dreaded. It was k^o4Tth",r / ^"IPortant developments
from the Cape, andXat the nn v ^['^l ?^ ''"^"P^ ^^'•^ "^'^ving

by the Fede^Ss •

; consequence oTth^"^ t^ ^''^.^i?^
'^^^^ '^^'^

in all quarters, would soon be tenll
,^^akness of British forces

began\o shake in their shoes Thr^"^"'- i^."^
^'^^ ^^^^'•-'"^

helpful attitude towSds the f^Vces ^he ^."Z"^^^"^ ^° t^''^'
^

had issued a proclamation enrnnrf-' i e ' '^'''' ^°''^ Roberts
to desert by ?he prSe th^ r^'"? ^^Tu

'''''''' ^"^ Transvaalers

Colonial rebels hrhadZlom.-^^-" '^°
' ^ ^

"'''''^- '^^ '^'^

before being caughtl'^^r^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^'^^'^ ^°—'-

AXru-i „
^VITH GENERAL FRENCH

the 7eHef%t S^ysS^^e^eriTl F^ ''T^'^" °'
V^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ f-

for the Boers It m.v\ u'^".'''
'^''^ "^^'^•"? things lively

mediateirbefore Sir g^or 'TvS^
''"' ^^ ^'^' ^adysL'th im-

betook WmseTtrthe c?ntrll 4t|"T'"
"'^ '"'-'J

November, with a rernnnn ^ ^r "'^ '^?''- ^^ ^'^e 23rd of
of the Black Watch some mo3 r?'"^f

'°""'''?^ °^ " ^^"^P^"^
South Wales Lance;s hTwT?K '"^''"""y-

P^'''^^' ^nd the New
fired on by Boers who we^" ^r'"'"- '""T'"^'

^'""^^'' ^nd was
party were wounded hn.T '"^'"^ '" '^^ '^'"«- Three of the
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With General French

-^^T^^^^-^::i£^ ?='^^^^^art.
dawn, and get back-well, when rcan -

- ^1-^" ^^ ^'^'^
description of a voune-ster who ^nf j V^ ^^^ ^^^ P'tliy

ThefSlowingsketTonh" etTerSe^^'o^TNew ZT T'^t'how^one_^nd all willingly risJl their1i?;s^in^rh: fe^rtfoft

'

whe;'aTe:tiofof Sr(£ur'menW
'""^ ^" "^^ ^'^^'^'^^>' (^ec 7).

Boers to shoot at. We rode to he fonr'"?' T "' " '"^''^ ^^' ^"^
•Us in charge of the four horses AnnT u^ ^°Pi^ ^'"^ ^*^^^ «"e o\
top. Puff! bang went three sheik r^K^'-^P, ^"^ ^ ^^'"'"bed to the
feet fusillade of b?lSs It k m. J l^'""

?^'' ^°"§^ ^om and a per-
to report as soon as we wer'fi" ed :

'""' ^","^ ^^^^^P^^" ^^- -ere
go back to our lines to repor I dfd . T ?'"'''^ '"' S^""P^^ '^
miles of veldt, bullets misZL alU^ ti^e T' °"^' ^^^^ ^"'^

told to go back and withdraw t^e men wSf'l I^^Tr^^' ^"^ ^^^
took eight men. and under cover ken i^'l

^^erwards we
I was horribly ired as I Ld be

P ^P "^ Tf^y ^'^ ^^'^ ^^e hours,

previous day.^ My "mate was frith
'" '^^ '''^^'? "'^'^^^^" hours the

in pairs-and whil^e Tl^erup St^rTnaT',
P'^^^ ^^«"^^

-ay seem. There are thC^nd of ro'ops'^^^^^^^^^^^^ ''''T ^^ ''

French, m command of this oartic. 1- r^P- • u "^^""P' ^^"^ral
us on many occasions on ^urcSnes under'^"' ^''I

^«"?P''"^ented
sh.p He said we could eallonTrrn!. . ! 'I

^""^ °"'" horseman-
could only walk. He told u rfferT^L

""'7
""'^f"

^"^''^h cavalry
that he co'uldn't express L wo dH^fs tmlSioTof'' "'.' '''' ^-"^"^^

the best scouts he had ever emooved Tn^ ,

"'; ^^""^ ^^ were
in something, either prisoners hnrc' u^

"'''' "^^ ^'^^y^ brought
formation-Shich latter sent^'relvtr?;

'^?,'P' .^^^"'^' ^^ valuable1-
chaps are busy breakinr n r7mn ."

^"""g^ ^he slack time our
Horses die like^flies he e^nS CaHonl^^^

the English cavalry.

Numerous and ingenious ttS/ ^' ^'^ substituted."
^

-anyofthemdoubtleTrinVireio"^^^^ °" ^'^^ ^--.
brams of General French and clnef n ^? ^^f

^"^'^^ ^"'^ ^''tile
of the "Manual on Scouting " fc ^,^^r"^^^^"' '^^ ^^'^'or
the enemy's scouts by tetheHn. o^richel fT ^^ ^^ ^^'^^ '"
The presence of the birds ,nLnv'^' '^ '""'^^^ «" the hills,

desolation, and satisfierthe^ em^th^r..'^
'^" P>^ ^" ^'•- of

Pied. In Colonel Baden Pow^rrL-- '^a
^'^""^ ^^« ""o^cu-
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a man to take hislife^rhT h'l^" tr'; o." sor:;:;ra"d^''""^
'°^

bit of scouting on his own account. Xre therTis , o
^^"^^''^"^

applaud, and it might be just as easy forhm to 'o back "th ^ ''^

true bit of hero s work nnri ,r«^ ,v .v u / ^. ^'^'^
• "^"at is a

'all in the dayl worV' ffe B i^^^^^^^
beyond all nathnahtTet" in every b^ciroT'h;"' .'°k'

^° ^^ T^^

crafty Afghan InTs^itdnTo'th^^^^^^^^^^ - ^\e

African towns, the Burmese in his forests The i" ^ °P^" ^^^^'^

ability of el,e scout-himsjf
'^

tTi^V ccessTuI t"°'-*= P'"'^'' ''"''

liave plentyofwl,a, Americans cairju3l"d push^°i J"" K™''alertness, wideawakenPQc nnrJ -^ j- ^ .
P "' J"'^P being

Don't thi^k ^f your oLglorSti^n^iTvo''
^""^ -1^^ "^^^ ">"

are backing you up. Footbaj^l 1 . o-ooJ ""^l •"'l^^-y^"'-
«ide

better than^n^oth'ergamTltVarofrala,'^^
'cHis^'r

''

our troops, particularly in the disaffected regions^' of ^Le rfr^'were beginning to have their fill
^ ^^P^ Colony,

surround n^ kooies sppJno- tit;. ^ ^ ,
"^ ^^^''^ '" the

great rapifityT^anS r^^e trfr'mnS toThr^^^l^'^ -^^position was located before ni/htfall Ardrvh. I r
°"^'- ^^''

of Mounted Infantry were posted on a h^r^^V,^
^

Arundel, while a trnnn ^f n hill two miles north of

found it ev™atedbvtL/n.^^'^TK ''T"""''''^^^
'^^ ^own and

At R . „ Tk . ^ ,
^"^'"y- ^ he advance was then resumed

» huge gnn up l,emlil^C"'„o Irmef^ZTl'""'' ''''^^'"'S

-- -. ...^ .ema.naer ui mc force, crossed
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away from a fa^rm ^ ^^S.J'SJ^S^':^^^^:^^^
ceiv;;^ht •: HeltS t' I'af

^" ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^'t

recon?o]tre'rounr:h?:n^L?s1efflir' "J'5
^ '""''''^ °^ "^^ Artillery to

a farm called JasfoiteinS on his L"^rear
'^4-7"""^^ '° dislodge him from

the New Zealand Mounted Rifles then JwH ^""'
'J'"""'^

'^"^ ^^™> ^"^
very suddenly brought up st ono r^Tnf^r

1^°''^^^'°" ^^^ 't. But the enemy
Artillery. Our Artil erv had hl.n L<?

^^"'' ^"'^ ^'^^^^^ °" »s with his
fire, and I had tf endVck so^e d stlnTf'T '^'•""^ '° ^^'"'^ """« '^"er
we were exposed to a heavy ^skery fire frU^ '^"I!"^

""'^'^'^ *™^
conduct of the New Zealande-s was LmTrnKi f

^"'''•"^"ding hills. The
position till the Artillery callfed the enly t' [etlre.''

"' '"^'"'^'"'"^ ^ ^'^-1^

monage. Abou MT ,n Tk^"^! ," 'r^ ^""-^ «^ Colesberg Com-

advancing in the df-. fon ofV ^-^^vrng their position and
Porter, ^ith Car. : fee s llis^S^'P'^^'"'- ,

thereupon Colonel
guns of the R H A ^o i""'^'^'"'"gs. loth Hussars, and four
Scribes as -^a''hor-^;C;iht\^^^^^^^^^

,

What Mr. Gilbert dr-
after firing three shots ^^eTe.ilencidO '"^ '''",

^""T'^''
^""^'

enemy off. and soon after .r m the bulk n? u^^'f'^ '^""^f^ ^^^
their former position Vaalkon tnl i i,

^^ •"' ^"'"'^^^ '"^tired to
.,„j . ^ '>-'^n.

* aaiKop was held tw o"p —ii—rl—ii r iand two guns for the rest of the dav "iZ'I ij^""^'"''
of cavalry

ui me aay. borne Boers remained at
00
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'The Transvaal War
In/-J I

Til .

~ -^'*^ya.cH War

On the Tame CV'r 'r'^-d ,

-juries '"'"8^^ -^^^ ^"gMy

^/•i^^gth Of the enemy ^tT%^^ reconnot in.' ';? '"'^^^ east of
^••'ft. and near thlrl^J^l ^"^''^ ^^rc sa"d to K 'T^^^S the
appeared. The M '

^^'"ewhat suddenJv o ? ''^ holdinj the.

ffWed. witM/,:^,t^/n^a"tryattSi^d and"'!?-
r^>' ^^^^ -

Unfortunately for thi '""^ ^'^^ ^"emy dec'anin w "'^ ^">?a&ement
with his h-fe u' t '"'^'^ P'"ece of Lh r

P^'^.^o Geemansbem
were killed

'w '
"^"^ ^reyson (bS u

P'^'" B'-adshaw paS
-'-rtic and 'afuabroffi

"°^"^-^
S^trfn' St'' '^^^ -en

"'7 failed to strike '^; tu*^"''
''"""^ were ar™. T''^'*

''"^ 'he
and

,vere.;s„,ped''l;'. The artillery •hen t'St t'"''"'''-
•""

^or the patrols to reJurn'h' f ^P^^ndidiy tS'-;. ^'^^ Putchmen
.fi'-ed upon, and thouph fi

^''^- ^^e New Zel !^^' ''"Possible
'ng the Boers' h;^-^ f''^ ^^^^ts Jay for h^.

^^^'^'^^ers were also
•o-t of cover ^f "-^'-P^-'.^e, not one o? the ? ""V^^ ^'" ^atch-
eight Carabineers on • '". ''^^ ^^ernoo, J^^ ?^T^d his nose
fr«"^ h's lai, and suddfnr^';

'""^^^^ ^'^^
'

of tl""
^''^'''"' ^'th

Captain Jackson was sho?^
^°""^ ^'^^^^^ •" he^"

•^"^'"3; peeping-
ot^^er members of rhl ' '" ^^e spine anri ; f ^f of a volley

f,

«^orm of bullets oH' ^"^ ^^^ ^^deHel 7;j,^"^'>, ^1"-^. the
^he gallant officer w^re b

^^^'"^ <^^ the^8t^/'^^^^^
honours. The enpm. •

.buried at Naai.«,J ^^ remains of
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With General French

found themselves all at once Jn a very w,^'''^^
"^'^^ '^^ ^^ot, and

vvere rapidly hemmed in on three L^ T"""' '"^^^^- They
chance of being cut off. Bu p kcarned m"^

^''°*^^' " '''>' ^^^^
the.r accoutrements, saddles and wJer h

1"'^ .''^y- ^"^^ though all
of the hurricane of destruct on rhr^ T °/'?' '''°^^'^ visible signs
arrived in camp safe td ^ound'^" r'j'^^^ '.^ -'dden. tty'
General, who issued an order comnl? ^^^ satisfaction of the
their reconnaissance.

^onipl'nientmg them on the success of

AruSl^^rre^^^^^^^^^ Zealanders at
dashmg officer by any mein., Km. .

^^^^ow- not the typical
paterfamilias of 'omeVh ft a Jern a'n e n^ ^^^"'^^^ ^^ ^ •"4^ ar
hearty, and beaming, and wfthal a mrnT"'°r- ^' ^^^ '^^'>e.
The quaht.es possessed by this officer L '""-l"^"'

''^"^ '^^"••age.
most of his men. who, though of the rnT "^^ '° '^^ ^^^''^d by
' M fe'-ff

''^' old BritishTlock ^ '"'^ '"^^>' •'^^^'"P.were

sundry.- and."[nc^.r4X^v"e:celW -" and
hvered h.mself of wo?ds of wisdom vv"i:harewor.'''''r

'^ "^"^^' ^-
" Ex-frontier cavalryman n,v«.,f •

. .
''">' "^ '^P^tition :—

the United States and S-S'^aSa'anH^.^^P^^'"^"- ^ --boy in both

SeA,t .„]
°f »'^'«"<l»Ai>6llclsad might .as^lvh'''''"^ '"'<>" rousaabout,

/



The Transvaal War
the Motherland they fight for. Let her hire them. Transn
Ihc Boer war IS not over yet, and England's pocket
fiyhts for her life, for

'^rtatioii nd time?
is deep. '1 ,-day siie

men
honour,

theory of weight and height for effective fighting is exploded uLr .' a
•seat, and wild-land inherent tact make up forit FK-e feeUsix

"
,

'

idc andshoot and fight or die as well as six-feet-two. We wild-lander ha"e n oven ,^

Trthodoxv buT bv tZlT "'^° P'^'"'.'"" P^'''^^ ''"' '-^ ^^^^'> °fi'^<--^ed not byortnodoxy but by knowledge and experience. They will 'learn the coimtrv'
I hey wil evolve scouts from amongst l.em who shall make no mis a£fhey will give to England what she needs in times like these-to come aea?nor not. Your yeomanry won't do the trick ; nor your oat-fed kha ki-chdiSColonials either. Tis your Anglo-Boer, cowboy, stockrider, shearer ouse

:!L:n;:n"d''g^r'-''^
^'' ^"' ^ *^^"^^-^"' '^ -^ -- scrub-?e7mrgrel

These expressions of opinion almost amounted to a prcphc-cv forvery shortly the Canadian ranche hands, the Australian^to kri lersthe hardy New Zeal.nders, and the " higher " Colonials-as Mr. Halstyled them~taug|-,:,,s essons which we were swift enough to folbw

homeIv .nTTT ;' 'rP,' ^^'"^* ^'""' '-^"^ contributions of a

pS^Ln" ^;: :';'\!<'"^1 were supplied to make the season

ilSnn .f M XI ""'^-^'^f
"t^ ">/ Naauwport showed their appre-ciatiot of Mr. Thonia« Atkms in many tangible ways, notably byprov.dmg him with appetising refreshments as he arrived by i ul Ofcourse, there was a run on the telegraph office. Christmas Greet-ings went pouring out and came pouring in, while the maiPbifrs

swelled with a plethora of seasonable blandishments. At ArunddColonel Fisher and the officers of the loth Hussars endeavoured to

rZi H^ r"""',^''"?'."^'
'° ''^" ^^'^"'^^ °f ^he Regiment, HisRoyal Highness the Prince of Wales, but for some tne.xpkinedreason the felicitation was not allowed to go beyond the vigihint eye

The great attraction of Christmas, and its accompaniment theNew Year, was the expectation of a gift from Queen X'ictoria

hiSf''^u'P''""^
prepared according to the order of the Sovereign

herself It was to take the form of a tin of chocolate, and was to bepresented to every soldier on service in South Africa. The boxwas specially designed, and adorned with the regal monogram.This unique gift, in order to make it the more valuable as a trophyor a family relic, was n.uiufactured only of the exact number re-quired for presentation to each individual servino- at the front
Naauwpoort enlivened itself with sports, and'though the weatherwas almost tropical, the activity served to compensate for theabsence of the mirth of Merrie England. At this time the Boerswere approaching nearer the British camp. There was a three
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prompt action by the guns
"'^"'''

'W^'^^^^ woiikl ,„can

in,,^^, s^;:- ;:,^:;;sn;;;'
-—^y^the groo..

of ambulance and transport waggons n ^''Y"''^'"-
'^"^ '"^''^''^

cook.ng them-occupations whifh "^^1 f '^^
f^"'^ '^''Pl^Iies.

real business of warfare was^u nrnS s
'"'''

r'",
P''-""^^' ^^' 'he

an effort to get up hunting p.S ^nLu ^""'f
"'^.'^e officers „,ade

yrmgbuck butthcMVexpediS^erefr- ihT'^'l
'" lagging a few

thc'mselves than to their quarry For it fn,/-
"''" "^'^''^ '''^^ ^°

.i^al lant N imrods were in the act o^st ?IL .
'
'"

T""-"
'''''^^' ^^ilc two

thetr chargers made off. They Ltl^^l '"

fT^''^ ^Pringbuck.
surrounded by Boers -ind -n^

'Utlcleniy found themselves almost
the carcass of^the spHngbtk lhrcrw:'letr'h'°"r'^^- '^'I pnze to be parted with and Z In

''^^'"^' ^'^'^ '"o great
to the huntsmen !

' ^ "'"^ ^"^"^X captured it in preference

cavaly offiy:rweV^:7akrpS '" ^?-P' - two
that the officers. Li,a.tenanrTT/Cnrl-''^''?"""''>' transpired
Hedger (attached to the loth Hu ars^ w

'^''^ '"^"^ Lieutenant
unfortunate . cident. They t^iistookH?' T'^ ^m^r^d through an
;md therefore were unprepared 'to offe re 7' '^''' \^^ ^ealaSders

X:^d:^- "^^^'
^^-p-^^-^^-esS^e^r:;^

^"i^P^ ^^^t:^^^ P'--que hats and

^^^p'lr!^^^^^^ and there with
and

yef so far" must havibe^eTretatd
'"''''' ^''>'' " ^o "ear

Generals French and GatacrV^^l ^ ^ ""^"^ times by both
•some clever moves for wat^^of the'n/''''

'"^'^^^^ ^" accompllh
the ordmary course of thina" from M.",?''''"'^ reinforcements.^ In
an easy three-hours journl'y byTaif buT^""''

'° ^^^'''^^troom was
heBoersatStormberg-theiunctron h

' now with the barrier of
ort Elizabeth systems-it was n

''''^^'' ^^e East London and
Port Elizabeth, thus makL ? th" "'t'^''^^

-'^ ''^''^^' '^ by ra vfa
tr.p.

.

And railway travS^ ''bv''nn'^'
'"^^^^^ °^ ^ three-W?

exerc.se. True, the lines ofCTrnm^-^
.'"^^"•'' "" '^^^ and enjoyable

eleven hundred Volunteers brr'''''^? 7^'^ P'^^'^^^ted by some
claimed south of Naauwpoort and S!T^\

^"^ ^"^ "°' ^ee^n p^o!not the exception, it wanuitron th.
^^''^ ^f ^ere the rule and

culverts would be found
blo^wnupTnd'raifs'twis^L" " ^"^ "^^^^^
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CHAPTER IV

THE COLONIALS AT BELMONT

ON Christmas Day Lieut.-Colonel Pilcher, formerly of the

I

Northumberland Fusiliers, late of the Bedfordshire

I
Regiment, arrived at Belmont and took command of
the troops. The Station Staff now consisted of Colonel
Pilcher; Major Bayly, Major MacDougall, and Major

Dennison, Ihe garrison was soon strengthened by two com-
panies of the and Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry under Major
Ashby. A general state of high polish was begun, and the Canadians,
ever active and on the alert, came in for some excellent training,

which they were not slow to profit by. Owing to the insecure state

of the neighbourhood, it was put in a fair state of defence. Stone
sconces were built on the kopjes ; earthwork trenches were built at

the station and elsewhere ; and a series of alarm drills was carried
on, in order to enable all concerned to take up their especial posts
at a moment's notice. For instance, at an appointed hour an alarm
on the bugles would wake the echoes. The men would rush to
arms ; every company, previously instructed, would fall in on its own
private parade ground, and then set out at the double for its post.

Celerity without fluster was the motto of the movement. When all

were posted, some in trenches a mile off, others three or four hun-
dred yards away, the Colonel would proceed to make such disposition

of his troops as the imagined enemy might impose. For instance,

he would picture the attack coming from the north-east and march
some of his force in the direction of the assumed attack, covering
it with a strong line of skirmishers, while other troops in spring-

less four-wheeled buck waggons were sent to their support. The
movement would be only sufficiently developed to give the men an
intelligent appreciation of what might be required of them, and
certainly nothing could exceed the promptness and alacrity with
which the troops threw themselves into their military rehearsals.

The Canadians especially distinguished themselves by their zest and
acuteness, and in all the bogus engagements—the attack drill—earned
the praise of the commander. The following is a copy of a regimental
order: "The ofiicer commandinj^ the Royal Canadian Regiment
is desired by the officer commanding the troops at this station to

express his satisfaction with the intelligent and quiet way in which
this morning's work was carried out by the officers, non-com-

60



er, formerly of the

the Bedfordshire

took command of
)nsisted of Colonel

'ougall, and Major
led by two com-
intry under Major
and the Canadians,

excellent training,

the insecure state

f defence. Stone
ches were built at

drills was carried

leir especial posts

ted hour an alarm
en would rush to

I fall in on its own
3uble for its post,

emcnt. When all

hree or four hun-
<e such disposition

se. For instance,

th-east and march
d attack, covering

troops in spring-

eir support. The
3 give the men an
red of them, and
and alacrity with

lilitary rehearsals.

5 by their zest and
ttack drill—earned

»py of a regimental

inadiun Regiment
at this station to

[uiet way in which
jiTicers, non-com-



Hull. Mr lllnlr.

I..T.I Mint... 8lr Wllfrwl l.mirlcr.

MiiJ.iv Miu-il..ii|fiin.

I.l..ilt, <..!, Buchiui.

C..1..I1I.1 Otl(.

THE OFFICERS OF THE FIRST CANADIAN
riitito liy Liveruois, Qufb«v.



mm... HIr WllfrnI Ijuirlcr.

HIr Miuki'iii:!,. ri.\i|.||.

I.l..ill,<...1, Bucl.iui. I.le.it.cl. P,.n,-ii,T

CiLpiicl Ottor.

OF THE FIRST CANADIAN CONTINGENT.
rliuto liy LlvcrouU, Qurljev.





Colonel Pilcher's Raid

in modern warfa^e'oftSd ["ha;;7^
""' ''" "^ """^^ ^y .roops

•4' had ^n1utiZrT2o;^^;:^7]^^">- i'-^

land's Mounted Infantrv fonnnT-
^"'^ companies of Queens-

a hearty welcome 'xL^K^n a hafdT" T' 7"^'"^ '^^"'' ^^
comely (o look on. were weVfittedTn ^.h

" if^'r.^'''
'^'' ^«" ^"^^

showed no signs of refatlonshin to H
'^^": .'^'^^''k' uniform, which

hastily rigffed-ourtrooD tLL •
"i '^°"^'^'"F

^PP^'-el pecuhar to

^oopeLp'i'^:lirJSi,J,^^^^^^^^ ^^'^ hats

a picturesque as well as workm ml i,
' n ,

^"'"' S^""^ ^hem
dangerousl^. dark and scar elTassuit'ed .n

"' !^^'''' ^^^^'"^-^ ^^"-^

ground was' either' one th ng ^r 'he Xr as t^^ T T'^'^^-the
These useful articles had nou K«lr.

^^^ner—as the familiar puttees,

stead of their shrunken or looLltfl ^.'^""f^.^y
the Canadians in-

was infinitely mo^"^!^:;;;, b^^^^^^^^^
trousers The effect

for hard wear. The QueensLX/.n^ r ^J^'^'
''"'^ ^^'-viceablc

nised. the older arrival makintthln
^^"^d'^"s at once frater-

command of the Queenslanders CnuL^ir ? ^ ^"^ ^^-^^^ '"

Canadian Artillery officer
^"^'''°' ^^^ ^" ^^^ ^oyal

COLONEL PILCHER'S RAID

Theyl,"d^£'e'n b^urLTwfth^^^^^^^^^
^"'" ^'^^ ^«>-^-' t-ops.

eneriy. and till now n? rp^Z^rj,^r/L^«"'V" .^".^^^ "'^h '^e

theirprowess in the field AtmS t"^"
^'^"'"''^^ ^°'" testing

force under Colonel PH^her tasted oV*?
^'^%??^ °^ ^^^^'"ber f

consisted of 200 Queen.In n.lf
^'^?"' ^^^n^ont. The force

TOO Canad ans Toro2 ConTok^ ^^ ^°^°"^^ ^'^^^^o;
battery under Major deRouXon; \ ^7° ^"f '

^"^ ^ horse
Lieutenant Ryan Mun'terTuX,)'- he Newt' \fT/\

"".^^••

bulance. under Surgeon- Maior nnXlc ^ ^°^^'' Wales Am-
Infantry. These left BeSn^ 1

'
'''"? ^°° Cornwall Light

-iles ^ere coTer d be?^e .nset ^and 1h' T'"''''''-
'^^^^y

Cooks Farm. In this region ^n Tstrna 7? '^"'""^"^ ^'
laager was reported to be and thi. V ^ ^^ H*^/J^'' ^ ^"e*-
removed. ' ""* this—it was decided—must be

Colonel Pilcher's programme. Wver. was not divulged. Great



The Transvaal War
ciution was preserved, as the country was swarming with native
spies, and all movements of the troops were watched and reported
to the enemy I he Colonel therefore very adroitly arrantjed that no
person should have a chance of reporting his movements, and caused
a watch to be kept on all the natives, and these during the night
were shut m their huts to prevent any from escaping and communi-
catnig the mtention of the troops. The vigilance was certainly well
rewarded.. At daybreak the force steadily marched out, creating as

Mai' illustrati.nu Colonel Pilcher's Raid.
Scale 9 miles = i incli.

httle dust as possible, and took up a position at a place some fifteen
miles off. called Sunnyside. Here the enemy's laager was reported
to be situated. It was posted on two connected kopjes to north and
south, and towards these kopjes the troops advanced. When within
a distance of some four miles the troops halted. Major de Rouee-mont with two guns under Lieutenant Atkinson. Captain Barker with
the loronto Company of Canadians, and Lieutenants Ryan and
ismith with the Mounted Infantry were ordered in the direction of
the enemy s laager to the north

; while Colonel Pilcher with Colonel
Ricardo and the Queenslanders, A Company under Captain Chaucer.and B Company under Captain Pinnock. advanced from the south.Pa rols were sent to the east. All was done with great quietnessand precision, and the Boer tactics so closely imitated that the enemy
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were unconscious of the arrival of the Britis'i fill tU,. ».

trees it flu. K.c. e "^"v ^ laager was ensconced in a nest of

roundinsf neighbourhood. Up scrambled til !, ^ '"•"''^ '""
boundiiii; alono the sid,., ,if .h^b i-

"°"'*' f"^''"'<"8 and

imo play. A\:::^t.:?ruC.t::t.^^i'^:t''""''^ ^""-^

tmuecIfiercely-and finally subduedT ' " "''
' """ " """

ban«lg!'=H;eU"urj1ln'^"?b?;'le^'|;ru' T^ "T'"« """'

workinir their wav iloncr T„ • t?^ , . -
f-'eutenant Ryan, were

concealed 7ositTon amoncr^h
"^ht. and hunting the enemy from a

and the Qu'lendandtrwi^l'd-y ^' ""^^^'y ^^I*^"^' ^'^'^^her

separate directions ^hrvaVo^^^^^^^^^^
^^^ P««'^'°" from three

and nimble as cats finXTynf.
^""''^'' '?''"''' "^"^'^"^ ^« ^'ge'-«

when they caughfghn'^^^^ o
f"

fe e\"em7" Thfntv'S' 'd^

'"'>•

t'lTe'eSrin wLT/';r ^^-^PP^^'^^.r^^- n-T
from his gro^nd^TsulL-fy^eS^S:^, S^^^^^^^landers was remarkable

; thev stalker? thl
"^^^^"^> ^f the Queens-

would stalk ... dee, critrcising^thdr own fire TndThe''fi
' ^?"f"f

"

with workmanlike coolness and interJ xf ^ ^'^ ""^ ^^'^ ^o^"

tactics was complete The f-^,Jr ' ^'''=, '""^"^ °^ ^l^^se

ill-kempt, surly p?isLrs Lieu;entnfA!l-'''PV"''"^'
""^ ^'^^ '^ ^^^V

four n'en. ca?ne suddenly on a numh' '"f\'''^'
''''^' ^ ^^''^^ ^^

wounded in two ohces Lrh ^''' ,°^ ^''^ ^"^"ly. ^"^1 was
pluckyfellows Bufler Sd Rose'X

'"'"^
"l!^

carried 'off by two
was wounded, and hsorse'^s km 1""%'° ^? '*=''^^- ^^e latter

lander. \'ictor Jones was shot th iuth
1"^^'' ^'^^'"^ Q"^^"-

an equalK- hrav. Comrade ^^ ^% ^'f^"'
^"'^ Macleod,

advancing-.,,, O.onJ'&^Z^^ iofLo^^fTh; ^pf'i!



The Transvaal War
While these heroic unci tragic doiii^rg were taking place. General
BabniLnon with a mounted force had beea working hard, his opera-
tions haying Uien arranged for the purpose of co-operating with
Colonel I ilcher. and distracting the enemy's attention from the
north.

1 hese manccuvres had the desired effect, and the day's work
apart from its pathetic side, was accounted a glorious success. So
Cleverly had the proceedings been contrived, and so ingeniously
were the orders interpreted by one and all, that the Boers were com-
Ple ely nonplussed. 1 here was a hurried stampede, and the Federals
bolted, leaving their laager with all its luxuries, its boiling soup, itsgin and water bottles. &c.. at the mercy of the invaders

'

A vivid description of the I3oer camp was given by Mr. Frederirk
Hamilton of the loronto Globe, who accompanied the Canadians.

«h.,'.7""'''^.?
"",'*="*

'^"i?-
"'^''' blankets, kettles, and camp utensils, tossedabout in wild confusion. Thr.e long waggons of ti.e type in which the3-trekkers voyaged the veldt, a team of a dozen magnificem oxen, a b g wa^ -

Ind end's of'^HoTh"'^ ^''h^'^'
""^^^^ *^"'^^ ''"'' "« "°°'- '"'^^ high with oddsand ends of clothing and valuables, its doorway marked by a shell-smash • the

—such was the Boer laager. Prisoners came from here and there, over a

Sken [o";hl h?7^"u/';.'"°'''
'''°"1 ''''' '=°''""'' ^"'^ '^^' °f 'he field, and weretaken to the hut. Within it and around its door they squatted a silent

tere"no ^7 '

^^'' ' ""'"'
'"f^

''^'^ ""'^^ °^ '"^''- '^'''^'^'- Perhaps hey

ZnLT-^ <lespondent as vye thought, for one man as he sat in tlie guardedgroup pointed out a r.fle which one of the victors was carrying, and claimed

claimed oT7i.P'r °' '^''^ which staggered our men", 'rhe prisoners

sacked A^/,fL k"."' ''^''f"'T '
^"'^ '''«'' ^"'•'"^''^ "'^ camp was ran-sacked At las we had our hands upon these Boers : what manner of menwere they, and how did they live? Poorly enough, I should ^ay the camn

tTe'^dH'^H'''? ^'"f' "°"^1^^ ^''^^ *'"= "motleyVthering, and i; could eSthe odd admixture of practical barbarism with occasional contact with civilisa-

Ss oftihonr^w"'r'u° ^''°''',?.''y ^'^^ ^y ''"' ^'^-'^ repulsive. lookingstrips of biltonf,'. We felt that all this was ours, o.. hy right of battle ourl

SeVroTr^Lel'T IH "^'m'^P^ ,"V""^ "^°"S' P«--P« '•
' confiscated p"!

perty of rebels should fall to the Cro vn, but as long as men go to war solong wi! victors walk through the camp of the vanquifhed with Stthrt feei-ng swelling through their veins. Something else lay heavy up^n us- hirst

i le7o
^ '^T^t^^-

'^"'. y^"°^^ P°°' "'''^'•« »he veldt cut IntoTe kopje ace
filled our water-bottles, and we drank and drank. The foul dregs of the Boers^water-cart were drained with joy. As the sun was setting our own waTei'cart with more wholesome water drove up. and we drank and drank a,,ain. As

Su d iniir^^'^ n^''f'
"'^^^ '•««P'««^"es could be found were filled and the muddymi.d boiled Our transport waggons were miles away, and for tea or coffee we

a CUD orhofwl^r^ H r/°""^ '" '''' ^°" ^^^«°"^' ' '•^'--'"ber drinking

sectiL of oir^^n f
'^ 5""^'"? " .'"°'' 'efr^'-^'ing- Food was foraged. On!

teredSvthrrUT. K f""'^
^ sheep',, carcass hanging up under a tree, slaugh-

hJrU.l
^^'^ ^^°'^. °"'" ^''^" ''•'^"g^^ ^^^ teno"- of their day. Some hadha, hack or army rations in their haversacks. Here and there fhey picked up

?vini' TnZ,"r '
T'' r -P-.-^'V^ntiful. and very scrapp^but safVtying. Indeed a most peculiar thing about the whole affair
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Colonel Pilcher's Raid

"coc.Mrypickc.s,a„dpre|,aredfor4M" "^ "^ "'"' «nt oul ll.c

bore to its last rcstinL^-nlace th^ r,..,,,; r i .
V'"i'>"ians slow y

-ho had lost his ilcWn the scrS A- '''' '^"''^ V^ung Colonial
Bayly the Staff Officer of 1 rexped;";:"r^r "r"^ ,

^^'^J^^
from Corinthians over the b k/Xr .^?\ •

"^ '' '^''^ s''I^'ctions

thf heart of the veldt A n u'
'''^^'V^'^ " ^'"^^ consi^r„ed to

was placed t mark the .not 'T' ^""'"''"^ ^''^ "^"^^ ^'"'^l corps
i"tin,!uion th t U wts <JKr?c ccl''bv l^'n" ''^r^"

^'^'^ "'- tl^
con^rades." The T/ollc you

"'
^ij^ ^V^"'^"'^ ''"^ ^^^"^"d'^'"

formal burial, though his loss J'^T^ ^''^ '""^'^ ^^'^"''^d 1^'ss

following day two ^f h comrades SJlF^- 'v^'^''^"^'
^" ^''«

search of his bod v ind Iv.x^n f i
• ^^"'" ^ ''" started off in

or n^ but ^^oui!:::^^J'J;Z^ ' ''''-'^"^^

eff^S^wariS;;,: "^;:;|;!2rS; '^h ^'^^i^
-^^-^-tlon of lioer

such waggons'and ^Zu^Zn7\Li:S^ ^'^^ "'-ler
.tnd as the troops marched Z h ',

''"'''^ ""' l^^' "^'Ji^^-d.

uproar of the ex^ploSinganrS^^^^^
''''''^.^' ^^ ^'^^ "PP«"'-"k'

its way to Rooi Pan a dist mce*^Tf:.nn r
P''^^^'^?'""- ^'^ it moved on

somewhat media,-va spec' n soL n
' '^TT '''-^ "^''"-^' P--^'^^'"-'^! ^^

^ine rides and machinrgu
. Tn f Xs" ^.^

"-^7"ity-maga-
grassy veldt

;
behind, the curling blue ^^l I % '""''^ .^^P^"'^^ «<"

wreckage of the camp Alonrr '^
r A ''^

'^'V"'
^^"^ •^^"'ning

waggons piled hig"' with Zok H
•'^ '''"""^ ^he heavy springiest

their long Vhips and reptufnTt^heir v^?^^^^^^
drivers f]c;urisl>ing

encourage the rmall. coXSou^l r^'^'with';!'''^
""^ "

''l^^
" '^

bronzed, picturesque-looking anm- v^^ith i^ ^. • r
'' '"'^'"'^''''^ '^'^

rear, an unkempt, dilapidated en I !jr
'""" °^ ^^P^'^^'^ '" the

and robust Canadians.^who reSeT .^ n""^^
'''""^'' '" ^'^^

''^''"'Vsmglng as they tramped along "^W '?'''" ^^^'^''^^y'^ '"^-'Ht. were
of the familiar British airs n ?'«,n^^

curious was it to he,:... instead
-ith its Hallelujah chorus and th?n°'';

'^"^
^t^^'^' ^=^"^P-«-"^

proceeding fnJ the brau^y thr nts '71'' "}\ ^^^^' ^^^-^'
the Queen. Their joy and their rinmnl

"" ^''''^''' '''^^'''^'^ o^
a good night's restimd the beaut fu^Z

""''' '^"'^^^'^' ^''"^ ^^-''t^

the. spiritswere effervescent inThe eltTeme"^
"^ ^° ''''^''^ ^'--•

VOL. iir?'
'" '^'"'^ ''''' "^

^f
fo"- half-an-hour. during which



The Transvaal War
Colonel Pilcher took the opportunity to address his force, and con-
vey to them congratulations on the recent fight which had been
forwarded by General Wood, commanding at the Orange River.
Water-bottles were then filled from the clear pond in the farm of one
of the prisoners, and soon, the sun growing momentarily hotter the
party advanced. This time their route lay over dust ankle-deep in
places, dust which rose up in clouds and came down into eyes and ears
and throats, and settled itself in hot cakes and rings on hair and
beards and_ necks. But presently, after a few miles, the state of
things was improved. Government roads stretched a smooth high-
way in front, and kopjes—the dangerous kopjes that afforded such
comfortable hiding-places for the wily foe—grew fewer and farther
between. There was now comparative comfort, for there was little
fear of encounter with the enemy in the open.

The journey was continued without event. Thf was no sign
of opposition, and about three o'clock in the afternoon, ^s they neared
their destination, a message came in, " Nothing to be seen in Doucrlas
but Union Jacks and red ensigns." This was a fact, and ColSnel
rilcher and his troops very soon occupied the town. Never was there
a more enthusiastic demonstration : the loyal inhabitants clieered to
the echo

;
some almost wept at the arrival of their deliverers.

_
This town is situated below the junction of the Modder and Vaal

Rivers, and is of some importance. Here the long-suffering loyalists
had remained, ever since the commencement of hostilities, in anxious
expectation, awaiting the arrival of the British troops. Naturally
the frenzy of their delight knew no bounds, particularly when it was
found how completely the rebels had dispersed. Fourteen tents,
three waggons, an immense store of ritles and ammunition, saddles!
forage, equipment, and many incriminating letters were seized. On
some of the envelopes were stamped " On Her Majestv's Service,"
showing that these had been used by the newly appointed Landrost
of Douglas in the absence of an official Free State superscription.

The joy of the loyalists was of short duration. In the afternoon
Colonel Pilcher broke to them the terrible news. He stated that, for
military reasons, his force would be obliged to leave on the morrow.
Consternation prevailed. The leading members of the community
explained that, if deserted, their lives would not be worth a moment's
purchase. It was impossible to remain where they were and await
the return of the enemy, consequently Colonel Pilcher ordered all
who wished to leave to be ready by six the next morning, and pro-
mised them safe conduct to B dmont. Thereupon a scene of great
animation ensued. An imn-ense exodus was actively arranged.
Vehicles of all kinds, sizes, rnd shapes were got ready, while the
women and babies—such as o /erflowed the transport accommodation
—were taken charge of by the gallant Canadians. These marched
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Colonel Pilcher's Raid

active work, and suffering from fore feet crr^^-hn.T'P^" "f
thus relieved the women of the fatSue of the m-^r.h T^'^'"''

'"''

^ft Douglas at eight o'clock on Etrlg ofX^d Sr^1 SDover tarm at two o'clock \V\th /? ^ "i" -J™' ^"^ cached
forward the captured rebels These before S^T T" '""'

considered «hemservesTe„ira™rieved ,1^^^^^^^ V"f"" ^"''"'j

of conspirators. A halt wis made dunW the n^S ?to .11 "iftroops a short spell of repose • ^ftprfhlcVKr
^"^ ."'^"^ to allow the

without mishap^ Two ^c^moanieT of ^t//°"''""^^
their journey

hold a pass some six mHes^off R 1

^^"^^'^"•''.^^ere employed to

incoming^ for bdnrcuToff\;'Ihr:!rm^^^^
'" °^'^^ ^° P— ^'-

hadt^elhltS'^lprtt e'^e^cttnlf;
^'^ ^°^°"^^ ^^^^

•t was somewhat disa'ppoint^XrDouls^!^^^^^^^^
evacuated, the expedition harl U^U^a

^'^""s'as nad to be mstantly

Wednesday January 3, Douglas to ThornhiU
'

" "

fridlv 7 '"^''''
•^•T''""^' 4, Thomhili to Richn ond

"

'Friday, January 5, Richmond to Belmont
Total .

•
• . .

'

'67

Miles.

22

21

24
10

12

102



.1

The Transvaal War

crlnhT'"'ViT^"
''"'^ """'?'>" .^'^P^^'^ ^^^ appreciated throughout the

Town, re'a'd!^'
accomplished. The following from GOCrCape

reachrng"fSct!"''
''°'°"'' ^"'^''^^ °" •'""'•-' "P'^^ ^^-^ -ill have far-

From Military Secretary, Government House •—

gratulations on your sue cs" and h^^^^^^^^ ,^oX t^^?
^°" '''' ^^^'-''^^^ '^°"-

While reirr».tf;no^ ,k» i r ^r * '^ ""'^ ^"^^ forerunner of many more

representatives, as he himself does!-'
^"^ °^ "^^ '""""" *^^ '*'«''

From Sir Redvers Buller the following was received •—

ColonSrtrnl^""![
^^"''"•^ ^^^^ ^'" congratulations be conveyed to thecolonial troops on their action at Sunnyside."

«.o»vcyea to the

From the Governor, Queensland, came :—

m loss of hfe. Second contingent embarks for South Africa next week '^ ^
ACTIVITIES AND SURP:^ISES

More useful work, which had a direct bearing on the events ofthe future, took place during Colonel Pilcher's Ke weeks" stav

waslTed MoTe c" J^
""^"^^^^ ^^P^^'^'°" anoTheTeturstn'was devised. More Canadians were to be employed. The Oueens-landers were to send such men as they could mount, theh- anfmalsbeing, many of them, still /^ars de comblt from the sea trfo W theguns and infantry were to go as a matter of cour e A^dive i^tothe enemy s country was projected-one of the first dehbe a ejncursions upon the Southern Dutch Republic. These incursTonswere of immense value, and served in reality as plotage Tor the

start^er^fi^fcimposeT^ ^^""-^ ^' ^'^ ^^^^^

The officers who were engaged in the flying column were •-
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W" T "iV-'J'r'^'' ^^''^
'
Lieut. Lafferty R C R I TLieut J H. C. Ogilvy, in charge of R C R I n,^rh n'.

' .^""^nsport Officer;QMl.m charge of Queensland nichineTunZt^^l^'f^^^^R.C.R.
.. attached; Lieut. C. W. M'Ltan R r R ? ' ^'^^ A. C. Caldwell

Almond, chaplain. Royal Horse An IW,' ni-^-'' ^"^*^''ed ; Rev. J M
Atkinson. QueensIand^Mounrd InSn -^L^^^^^^^

Rpugemont and teut.-
Capt. Pinnock, Lieut. Bailev I ipnf r r

"^•"5°'- ^'^^rdo, Capt. Chauvel
Capt. Bowen, Lieut. Tyrr:r'R';"a'ca^:dia7R.

''•''•'' Counted 'infantry!!:A Company-Capt. Arnold, Lieu?Ho7gins Lie^?^HT"'r^J'"'--^°'- P^"^''er.
L-eut. Ross, Lieut.

J. C. Mason.S 4 p '
^^''''^^'^- B Company-

company)_Lie...t. Burstall, Lieut W^hs N.,;, ^'^'''rV,,
" ^^"'P^nv (l/alf-

?KT5'P' ^°'^' L'^"'- Martin Cap DoJs 0^^''^ ^''" ^^^ ^I^^ical
Col. Patterson of Queensland also we,TwUht'e^C^at'^^^^^^^^^^^ (^-'-

plla^ntfy SedTth ' Guld'/ and
^^^^^^'«••"^ the kopje so

few miles to the souLe^st towards th.T'^'^cf^"''
'^'^ ^eldt some

I^iet Pan a wide left whtd wasTade n U»f' r^'^'^"
^^''' P^««''ng

to eastwards, towards the Free State H ' ^^'1''^'^^ north-eas!
wound along in chains, dotted here and H.^'^

''-1 ^"" P"*-?'^ ^^PJ^^
three or four miles in depth and wldfh^Tt^^f' ''"k"

^^^^ ^°"^^
border was reached-the border be ween r-^'^r^^^''

^'^" the
the Southern Republic. A haitTas cal7ed -^^T^'^"^ ^^^t and
a. circular plain fringed with hijh koD es t^^ ''"^^P^, gathered on
with wire, ran through the pla n\nK V"^

'''^^' '^^"^^^ ^'^'"oss
pool, which glittered like dhmnnr f

^'^ .^>' ^^^ ^ ^^all pan or
showers; fo? the sky alwtrovt^^^^^^ ^^ ^^e tfunder
then burst into tears.^ TlS these i'"'^^^''^^-'""'"^' "''^ ^"^
showers they were mightily dfenchS anTrh'V'^" ^^^'' °^ AP'"''
overcoats like tepid sponges purTuedfh?

the troops, in saturated
fortably. In the place ^S^ve^escrS ^'r'^.T^^companies of the Canadians was S^ v. l^^^^''^''

with two
three m the afternoon, in readiness If n-°''^7' '° '^'"^>'" till
inforce Colonel Pilcher FaHina f °'''^^''r

demanded, to re-
camp. The flving colLn p ocfeded"'TrT^1)>' ""\^° '"-turn to
wuh Enslin, wherl Gordons^and fiS '"^ "^''^'^ *'" P^'--"^!from whence the Victorian Mounted fnf.

'""'^ encamped, and
Great caution had to be obserH •

^"^'^^ ^^'^ skirmishin-
w.th so many Colonials about nthd^^^^^^^^ f^lfI.

'^'^'"^^' particularKy
from foe. Scares, as may be imltlned w ^^''' '° '^''^^''^ ^^end
took place when advancing h^S" e

' T'^
'"""y* O"^ of these

distance. These dismountfd and knelt Th'"'"
^^'^''"'"'"g the

i he excitement was intense Q;„ n •
^^^^^ "^^ant business

•Hen, an. .He 1^0.£^%S"7:%^::r:^^,t ^-^
69 *'



The Transvaal War
On the first day of their march, the force enjoyed un-

looked-for hospitahty. About five miles east of the border
vvas the house of one Commandant Lubbe, the commandant
ot jacobsdal, a lumniary of some magnitude in the Free StateHe may be described as a "m.n of substance," to which his
comfortable dvvelhng and flourishing surroundings testified. Upon
tins pastoral domain the troops, somewhat famished and fatigued
advanced. Their arrival, for the Boers, was most ill-timed and

TviKs OF Arms-Lord Dundonai.d's Galloping Gun-Carriage with Maxim.
(I'hoto by Gregory & Co., London.)

unexpected. At that very moment dinner for some fifteen per-
sons wa.s being spread, piping hot, on the festive board. Odours
of succulent fare pervaded the atmosphere, odours inviting—tan-
tahsmg! The portly Burghers were in the very act of setting to
when they were warned of the approach of British scouts. A
stampede followed. Departing coat-tails, and, five minutes later,
mounted dots racing away to the shelter of distant kopjes—that
was all that our troops on arrival beheld. But they saw something
better than Boers. Their eyes lighted on the goodlv arrav of edibles,
and, presto! the ofificers were seated. Joyously 'they 'surrounded
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The Transvaal War
his energetic measures, smart manoeuvres, and surprise drills brought
the spirited Colonials to a high state of alertness and proficiency.

AT MODDER RIVER

General Methuen, as has been noted, v/as forced at last to fall

back on his base at the Modder River, since the Boers held their

position in great strength, and it became necessary to rest the men,
free them from tension, and save them from unnecessary sufferings

due to the scarcity of water. In addition to this, the Engineers
were enabled to carry on much necessary work. Railway com-
munication was perfected, and the permanent bridge was repaired,

to provide against accident, which in case of a flood might overtake
the temporary one.

On the Boer left flank, from the extreme end of Majesfontein
south-eastwards to the Riet River, was comparatively open ground.
Beyond the broad expanse of bush which stretched for over a
thousand yards was a road leading to Jacobsdal, and farther on
was flat country which offered no cover, and appeared singularly

free from traps or trenches. Looking over this open ground, it

seemed possible to turn the Boer flank and cut off the enemy's
communications with Jacobsdal, and possibly threaten his line of
retreat to the Free State.

Some one has called the Modder River the Hampton Court
of Kimberley, and perhaps it was fortunate that the troops found
themselves forced to halt in a locality which is one of the most
picturesque in South Africa. The surroundings were comforting
after the desolation of Gras Pan—with never a house to hint at

humanity, and only the frowning darkness of threatening kopjes to

break the monotony of the view—and the primitive prettiness of
Honeynest Kloof, which boasts but a farm or two and a few trees to

give it life. From this point the country became greener, the eye
was relieved from the autumnal drabs and purples of the rocky hills,

and began to lean affectionately on the suggestion of moistness
implied by the expanse of verdure.

Across the river was the crowded railway station, choked with
stores and goods waggons, and the usual medley of camp kit.

On one side accoutrements, lances, swords, the steel of their

scabbards glinting through the crackled coats of kharki—odds
and ends of uniform— telling thci ale of action—action—action—in

all its phases. And close besiue them were other portions of

^^SS^S^ seemingly the same, but—oh! how tragically different!

Here were rifles and bayonets, broken, battered, and blood-stained

—

all that was left of the heroic dead who had acted their last drama
at Majesfontein, and whose belongings, in an inert mass, seemed
to confess dumbly that they were " off duty " for ever.
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TYPES OP AKMS->rAX.M AUTOMATIC MACHrNE-GCN (t„^ " ^0^,.PoM •)
(By permission of Messrs. Vickers Sons & Maxim, Limited.)
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vities around the railroad showed that the influence of Lord
Kitchener was already at work. The Royal Engineers com-
menced to build a strong and permanent bridge across the Modder
at Its confluence with the Riet. This bridge was constructed
about fifteen feet above water, to insure it against the flooding
of the river during the rainy season in the Free State, and enable
the heaviest traffic to be carried to the scene of action. This pro-
mised shortly to be situated in the direction of Jacobsdal. Here
the Boers kept a species of headquarters ; and here, in the open
plain dividing them from Kopjesdam, they set fire to the veldt for
two miles. The conflagration began in the afternoon of Wednesday,
the 3 ist of January, and continued throughout the night, illuminating
earth and sky with weird reflections. The smoke of these fires
served to act as a screen for Boer movements, for at this time the
hostile armies were reinforced by troops from Barkly and Koodoos-
berg districts. The burning of the grass might also have been
arranged with the object of procuring a black background against
which the approach of winding, snake-like columns of kharki could
be more distinctly visible.

r TvT'^^'^^
^^^ ^^"^^ excitement in camp as to the reported capture

of Mr. Jourdaan, the private secretary of Mr. Rhodes, who had
endeavoured to pass from the beleaguered town with messages from
the " Colossus " relating to the critical affairs of the moment.

On the 31st of January the British occupied Prieska unopposed.
Ihe Boers had been in possession of the place in all about five
days, and had left, taking with them two prisoners, one of whom
they subsequently released. Commandants Olivier and Snyman
were busy recruiting, and finding themselves at a loss for com-
batants, were now forcing Dutchmen all and sundry to serve with
the Transvaal colours. " There is no such thing as a loyal Dutch-
man," declared Olivier, and promptly commandeered young and old
on pain of fine or imprisonment.
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CHAPTER V
CHRISTMAS AT LADYSMITH

PRICES at Ladysmith had now gone up, but still thosewhose purses w-ere plethoric could treat^hemselves to afew luxuries. Jam. for instance, was 3s. 6d. per lb apossible price but a tantalising ; while eggs were sold' atabout half a guinea a dozen" Whisky fetched from/

-

to ^7 a bottle, so there was little fear of dipsomania and n.illpackets of cigarettes were worth 3s. 6d. a piece. On the ^rd of

etceteras of the meal In default of^Cov^u Ga"den or Leadenlnl!
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in October. The other gallant warriors were now nothing more
than a mob of badly-dressed scarecrows, lean and wizened, but,
as one of them sai:l, "good enough food for powder." The horses,'
too, had grown thin and spiritless, their anatomy was grievously
obvious, and in their eyes—these erstwhile fiery eyes—there seemed
to dwell the melancholy foreboding of a strange hereafter the
hereafter when sausages should be served out to the hungry, and
the poor equine devotees would have spent the last of themselves to
keep the British flag flying.

The message of the Queen warmed the hearts of the weary
garrison. It was pleasant to know that the Sovereign, in thought,
lived in the shadows as in the sunlight of Empire. Still, none
but those experiencing it could plumb the depths of monotony and
wretcli^dness. It was enough to kill the martial spirit of the most
valorouo, though none would own that bellicosity was exudino- little
by little from their wasted finger-ends. Far from it.

'^

Sir George White maintained a series of night attacks or
threats of night attacks, which served to keep the Boers uncom-
fortably on the qui vive, and these, as a necessary return, indulged
in exasperating bombardment during the day. On the 26th as
many as 176 shells were flung into the town before nine in the
morning, independently of the action carried on by the Maxim
automatic guns. It was plain the Boers considered that the in-
activity of Christmas Day must be atoned for, and therefore the
guns were plied with additional ardour. On the 27th, unfortu-
nately, their murderous efforts were more than rewarded. A shell
was fired from the Creusot gun on Bulwana, which dropped into
the Devons' mess at Junction Hill. There, were congregated
many of the officers, and of these Lieutenant Dalziel and Lieu-
tenant Price-Dent were killed. Many others were wounded.
Lieutenant Twist was injured in five places, and Lieutenants Scafe,
Kane, Field, Byrne (Inniskilling Fusiliers), Tringham (Royal West
Surrey), and Captain Lafone—who had been previously wounded at
Elandslaagte—were all more or less mutilated.

On the 28th the Naval Battery took on itself to avenge the
loss of the noble fellows who had fallen victims to the Bulwana
gun, and directed at it, or rather at its gunners, six well-intentioned
shots from the 4.7 inch and 12-pounder, with the result that the
voice of the aggressor was temporarily silenced. There was
some satisfaction in the feeling that the gunners who had created
such awful havoc and regret had met their deserts. Both Lieu-
tenant Dalziel and Lieutenant Price-Dent were particularly pro-
mising young officers, having both seen service with Sir William
Lockhart on the Indian frontier, the latter having also served in
the Chitral Relief Force. A sentiment of gloom mingled with fury
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The Attack on Wagon HiJl

scores of times during theXy ^ ''"°"' ^^'^^ ^^"-^ --^Peated

entirely by their fo.fdua. for t^o T^d sS fi^d
""/

T'^"'^^^were found to contain a hunk of nlnm^f u- ,, '"^° ^^^ "^amp
of the season.

pluni-pudding and the compliments

manfd'o;S:;?fr:;uter;'he"ro\f^m'"H '^^^^T^^^
^^^^ --

Department, and also iideoen C^'
"'•^^'' °^ '^^ ^"-"^y Me.ilcal

Jameson, whose awftv was for 1 f^'^^'^'?""''^-
There was Dr.

Dr. D,,ies of JoSeTbl g?tTe\Vtsltld^m^radvice, but unfortunately medicint. T "^^^enally m giving
and milk, though some nvaHds could

^.^'\"°\.g'-owing scarce^
to be had. It is too pathelic to rl-J i'^T r°^^'"S^ ^'«^' ^^^ no
occurred through the^kck of suShl

""^
' '-"J^^^"^

^'^^^ '""^t have
cases, not in themselves serious on^vrr"'''?"'""'

^""^ ^^°«^ ^hose
The bombardment on tTiefiVrj '^Tu^^^'^ ^"^ sustenance,

results. A shell crashed nto th.t^ °^ '^^ i?"^
^^^•- ^^^ tragic

killed a soldier sevant named CIvh"'^ ?^ ^r'J°'' ^allentine and
burst near the railway station wh.j"^^^-

^^'"'*' ^"^^her shell
railway officials and Uge guards w'as'Tw''

""^^ '^^^"^^" '^-
Captain Vallentine Todd.^ tIi" uni-^v ?

"^ P''""^' ^"^ '^'"^d
bowhng. and dropped with thetrsliH i^ hlXnd"'^

'" ^'^ ^^^ °^

THE ATTACK ON WAGON HILL

emulatmg British example, and Sna I !, '^^-Pu''^'^ ''^^^ ^^
by assault in the small hSurs. SomTfl ^fe d^lTf \^^' ^"^^«
Kaffir deserter had warned the bSeied thJ ^^"'^

t'^^
"^^"t- ^

templated; that it had been dprS!J^ ,

^" ^"^^'^ was con-
force must be moved up from rh -Tu"^ '> ^""^'^ that a large
that a final assault at a^s must he"';?''^°"''5°°^

^^ ^olenso. Id
pooh-poohed. Kaffir tZ were almo.rP''^- 7^^ ^^''"•"g was
was proverbial that night a«acks^?h/nPT'^""' ^' «'^«

' ^t
they were dangerous, they tr ed tL .

^^t^hman were taboo-
horribly in the moon ighf So r'^.'^^''.:^,^' f"^

'^oW steel glittered
of fact the Kaffir was ffght. Th^lTrlnf^^'- u^"i

^' ^ '"-tter
VOL. III.

^ ^^^^^^ arrangements had taken place,
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The Transvaal War
and two storming parties from the Heidelberir anH H...- m

attack, they decided, should be on the western sTde of th^el° r"""

ttToU -irr'^P^'-
'^'-'T^' enren^eluvld^LTf^Sthe town. At the south pouit of this crescent was placed r-p/.r^Camp, bounded on the east by the Klip River and ^frh!pome, a distance of some four iiles. was'a post^nol^^as W^/onH.ll. Close to this was a twin plateau called Wa^orHill wSrCeesar s Camp was guarded by the Manchester ReSn he A.nH

expecting. iheir plan was to d v de in two mlnmn. tu
under the Harrismirh Commandant De V iTierswaTto aUackThesteeps of Wag-on Hill VV^cf ,.,k:i *u

""^'^was to attack the

02 '



md Harrismith
r homes if they
rdingly, on the
vhich on Satur-
object of their
r the perimeter,
ied them from
placed Caesar's

»d at the west
)wn as Wagon
on Hill West,
nent, the 42nd
lalf a battalion

)ns of Imperial
hese positions

k. The dark-
ixcellent cover
juba, where a
:e to face with
he Harrismith
Spruit, a dry
there wait till

nee they were
IS. The one,

to attack the
ticert, was to

Wagon Hill

jf the camps,
to make the
Accordingly,
ider cover of
Tom different

otchkiss gun
n the top of
tempted the
jre and turn

ngineers and
nto position,

:er their long
•ations, were
I'ho occupied
e resting, as

curious and
fifled footfall,

he sentry at

The Attack on Wagon Hill
once cried out, • Who goes there > " .. k- • ,

.

course of being e„a^ct;dL!:„eL«MSi'l'''"' "f ""-I' »- m

ati;"- rtr ffthf'™r?' "--yt?e'given the alarm ^"^ ^^^ ^o^nd of the first shots had

befor'X-dVi ^Xl^n^T'l •
^^^ ^^^t a momentraang hither and thither! gS"V,^^^^ heavy labours wereOthers however, who werf Trmed fn .

'"''"^'" '" ^^'^''ch of armshe foe being mistaken for those of ^^'''r
'''.^'^' ^^e felt hats o?W"h a desperate effort Lieu'enan mrt'^r'^ ^'^^^^ Horsemen

his sappers. Hurried shots were fiT
^ I

'°"^' gathered togethernothmg could efface the effects of tlf'^^"'"'''"^ ""'^^'^ givef bShad gamed the hill and driven fhlr'^f"^^" '"^'P^'^^^- The lioers

w re hatb"^^^
''''-^ belfl^t"^ ^f f^

--f Swere had been overturneo and Pvt-In i ^ .
'^^^ Janterns as there

fft^ a^dtho,t°tdS^?^ '"' - -n\:L£

5 T?™ <^^"p Sir "^~^^^^^^
and an'eff„f""'°" "^ Lieut^a,^ S.X;"^'^')' g<" to wo^rk

Imperial ul,^u '""' "nstanlly rushed to fl,.
available

Hi^hbnJ * "°''=^> ^onie Kind's RovriPo '^^"<'' and the

Sh"htrX: '°°".'\'^= ">-k of°i1 ^f;^' ^f
a few Gordon
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The Transvaal War
down hill into the mysterious mists of the dawn. But this was but
tor a moment—It was merely the commencement of affairs

1 he whole garrison got under arms, not only the military, but
every available man taking up some weapon to assist in withstanding
he onslaught. It was felt to be a desperate situation, desperate forboth sides for the enemy knew that something must be done, and

that quickly to prevent the pending arrival of relief by Sir Redvers
BuUer, while the garrison, in face of reduced rations, disease,
dysentery, and decreasing ammunition, was aware that it was a case
of now or never. The alarm once given. Colonel Hamilton from
the west had sent for reinforcements with amazing rapidity, and upcame two and a half companies of Gordon Highlanders from the
base of Caesars Camp while one company under Captain the Hon.
K. 1

.

Carnegie started to support the IManchester pickets on Ccesar'sCamp, and a company and a half went to Wagon Hill. It was
while the Gordons were marching up and crossing the bridge of theKhp River that they met with their first mishap. Colonel DickCunyngham only just recovered from his wound at Elandslaagte,
was struck by a chance bullet and fell mortally wounded. Major
bcott then took the command. Presently came the Ritle Brigade
and ha^^r a battalion of the first 6oth to the rescue, while the 21st
hie d Battery hurried to cover the western approaches to Wagon
Hil and the SSfd Battery took up a position to guard the nTost
southern point of Caesars Camp. But all this movement was no^
accomplished till much carnage had been wrought. As already
mentioned, the Boers had nearly achieved their object and cut offVVagon Hill West from Wagon Hill proper. By dawn they were
straggling o„ the plateau connecting the two hills, merely checked
in their further advance on Wagon Hill by the remnant of the Light
Horse. Firing at this time was so terrific and at such close ran^e
that it was impossible to move from cover and live. Bullets literal!;
buzzed like bees in the serene morning air. On one side were the
Boers making for the second hill, on the other were the British
strugrgl.ng to ward them off. Meanwhile, trickling along through
the Pourniers Spruit were arriving more desperate farmers, more
picked men of skilled marksmanship and deadly purpose At this
time reinforcements als;o arrived for the brave little band who were so
gallantly resisting the Dutchmen. But even the additional numbers
were insufficient, it was impossible to cope with the marvellous marks-
manship of the advancing horde. They came ever nearer and nearer,
hring thick and fast—and with explosive bullets. The Colonel, two
Majors, and four other officers of the Light Horse dropped-the
enemy seized the position-and from thence it was impossible to
dislodge them

! _
To do this it would have been necessarr to rush

through some sixty yards of what seemed hell-fire—a perfect ava-
84
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The Attack on Wag< n Hill

the 6oth Rides who' c t." ^^0!^ T' °f
^'^^' ^-"^nt feilows of

lod. pluckily attempted tT^rsame hTAr/""'^'"!;
^•^^"^'' '^''^^tenant

ellows followed hirS. Six we^i; t T^^^^^^^^
Twelve noble

dropped dead before he had moved three vrH. r
'"' >'°^'"^' '^'^^^^••

Codnngton
. ith Hussars), who vv-is comm ?•

"' "'''^•- Colonel
Imperial Light Horse, mai a r^h f"rrd"t.^^

'
''^'"''^'^r

""^ '^^
possible to get cover for his men Z u ^^'^f'-t^'n if it were
yards, he too shared the flte of theoth^ offit"

'
T ^^

^"'' •^'^'"y
were sufficient. It was decided thai Z , '^f^'^;

^hese experiences
under cover till dusk, when the bton^." &'^ ^°"''' ^^ '"> ^^it
sede the rifle.

^''>°"^^ "^'ght be made to super-

was^lilg^lli^l^^^^P^ - a terrific drama
and re-assaults were following ea?h' n '''""{\^ '''^^"'^^' '^^''^^ts.

Soon after dawn, the sand^HeW B^T
""''

^Z^"". "'^^ ^^«^-
commenced to shell the slopes betw CJ ar^: C^"' ^^t.' ^^^V'enemy from ascending in that cUrZL? ru P' ^"'' ''^"P ^^e
fraught with extreme difficulty lifhl K n

^ ^'Peration was one
over the heads of our own n e^i tn order ^V'""''"" f^^"^^^

^° ^'-^'^vel

desired spot. But the work of the gumers wnf ^ '"•\";^"' ^' '^-
shells burst w th a nreci-^inn .i...

sinners was admirable, and the
enemy. The wholT re's^rn'"'':!"'^''' "f"u'

^^^'^^^^^-^on on he
with dead Dutchmen Ivin^nSir f

P^' °^ ^^^ h'" ^^re covered
blood-clotted grass The seenf ^'"^^Tl"'''

^'^ ''^^^ ^"^ iron in [he
appalling. aVih The d rectio" of w"^^""ii^n^^

^^'^ ^^^ -^
'nch of ground was being con'eS and h^°" ,"'l ^^''^^V ^^^ry
artillery were bellowing^ and oaf'.r .n f' ? ^^^^' ^^"^ ^"^
messages all along tl/ ridge of Sar'^ r'""^'"^ •

'^"••- ^^^^ly
enemy, who cami back afain and a' |n "'f.'

^''^'"^ °«" ^^e
tussle particularly for the Gordons and ^Z" l.-i ^'n'-

^'^^ ^ ^'^'<^
lives hung by a thread. The Boers weJ -fl'^", ^'M''^^- Their
or desperation, and, contrary to custom

^^^""'^
T'^

^'''^^' ^^pe
destruction with dop-ireH r,n<^

custom, advanced to death anH
broke and grew to fslen^ h.'ZS 17','''^'^'^'^ P'-^^ Day
guns roared and snorted; st 11 "he di 5^^,^'"g/aged

; still the
commg down again to stop the rnoufhs of1 ''•'"' ^^-'^ ^'^^ «>^'-«'
blind the eyes of those who, bloodstained ? T"^\ ^^ "^ '"^"' ^"^
selling their lives at the dearest pr£Xtr?/r''T'"^' ""'^'^ V^'

Just as the fire wa«; d^^i •
' *^°"'^ '^e asked,

both sides, the he'viry chitd';!^^^^ sheer fatigue on
t.on. and a terrific dorpou>ofh^r.nd^'nr^ ^""^. ^^^'^ ^^e posi
forces and flooded the trenches The Rn

''""''.^^^ '^^ contesting
dnven to a corner like wolves at bay and'e'n M

'^'' ''""^ ^^^ ^eenoay, and could not emerge without
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The storm continued and <rrcw Instf-iM .c .•„, • i r ,.

quishing the f,gl„, ,i,e lioers .Ck couSom Klif 'iT

A bullet had sent him home to his last account. The hoarv-ffiedBurghers were stayed in their onward march by the spSfd aatnof the noble boy, who so many times had risked his youne life in

quad7orof1he^i8th"ff';
^' this juncture up cam: ISount d

prefu'^s^eoccupied """' ''^"' ^'^ ^'^"^^•°" "^ ^-d" The

to recapturT fcon^ mu ""' ^""- 7'^' ?'r''
'^^ '^P'^^^ ^^o"

-ri, rV •

^\'igon Hill came at four o'cbck in the afternonn

splashed the guns blazed, vomited, and growled and the sHW
st^d' °i?t"rd«'^r';r'"'= ''^"u'

""'= awVurorc'het.^'o''fsound, in the midst of the uproar the Boers again obstinately
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The Transvaal War

d.sorganised rabble-surged madly down the hillf "''"' ' '"^'"^'

,h.7I"'
'??' *!"","' ^'•' recovered, but the lost lives Ye,-they, too, hve m the glorious annals of British historl ''

siai.^r''^" "ts^Sn^rErrt^'tartSed Hir:sir,

It was a dreadful seventeen hours' work. Not i sonl hnf Ka^

feslrj'lT" """
''f

'"'y- '"' -• f- I"" The^oltj ck

: veSaix^ f,rp!s"ioT:hni' thf^ixsibK s^mS B^rrd^ ti^fritTt&^f^^^^^^^^

and swnally defeated all their efforts o effecr a Son" ^Tf!'

M^^Tk^^^'Th "r ''^^'Z 'I'^S™-" ^ ScZent'^of
defp d\^:; ^^c"--e^:fp^E^h:;™f:tr,/^
a we know the Impenal Light Horse, more Gordon Hi»hlanders

mMwmms
mssmmM
an ki^d

"
whi S Tr ^r

"^^"^'^^ '^"^ "^^^^ ^^P^^^d to privation of

knowing that at any moment the caprice of fate mSKlke h.mvictims to the incoming shells or threatened d L^? came out wUhenfeebled frames, but wills of iron, determined to crnquer or to^
even rdt^fotr^h'^'

'''"• ^-" bloody doings. Ae enemy hadeven tried to force their way into the town, and from here they were
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The Attack on Wagon Hill
chased by the gallantry and daring of the Gloucester I

•

Liverpool Regiments. The Boers we e forced ?f Jr^'^t''^''
^^"^'

in their retirement thev showed^K • • ^" ^^^^^^' ^ut even
made their way in line iittXLutrT''''' ?''"^"---" -^ they
thus defied the BritiJ."o fi e upc^^'ur^^'^^

Inton.bi Spruit, anj
example of their ingenious m^d^f sefe^fen^^el'l'h.u'd

^^

'KT'^'shmness was carried on on everv -v ill, hi.
''^- ^ ^^"'

instance, a party of the enemy, under co^';S.:F''"''''"r"'r
^^"'•

morning, had crot almost u/.VMo . u r , •
^''irkness of the early

at once^called o^'heTrd^r m"o nt^^ R Hector" ^T'"'
^'^

the act of doingsowhen a voice r inln,^
' n - u

^''^>' ^'^''^ '"

Town Guard/' No sooner howee? h;^
Don t shoot. We are the

been heard than cracT cTacrnir;
'^'

^'^'iP^
'* ^^^'^^

poured on the Colonfals Several oFm^'"^'
\''°"^'>' ^'^^ ^' ^"'^e

rest, exasperated beJond endu anl ^ ^J h ""'r^f/''^PP^^'
^^'^ ^^e

Into the midst of the enemv Sn' J
hateful duplicity, charged

These tricks and dodJ™! asS'T °^^^^^
pluckily than was thdr ^ont and 1hJ '

.

^°"''j ^^^^^^^ "'^'^

dauntless Commandant DeVinierS. 7' ""h^^?"^
°" ^y their

Colonel Hamilton had recou e to hlT'
^

f''^
'\'^ ^^'''"^'^ ^^at

of the gallant defenders to dron iV'^'f'-'' '^"^^"^ ^^e first

Colonel Dick-Cimn^ham"^ '^^ §^'°'"'°"-^' h^''^'^ ^S^ro of

bridge in the act of Sine; hi.
""^^ f'" ''^^"^'"S on the road-

shooling Boer By setn^' ock inTh^
"" '''''^ ^>- '^""^ ^^^^P"

splendid fellows had fal e" and the air 'fT'd'"^^ "^T^"''
^^^^'^^^

the cries and groans of the ^^l^ ?^^^^^^:t^i:^

to Candahar and Khelat-GhnzieTndef Sir Don.ld Pc?^^"' °" «Pnsport duty in the advance
under Major-General Biddulph ; underT^rFrelrickS' /'''''

l''^ '^''"" ^hotiali Fo"ce

fn^i" "l'^^ ?-"'^ ^'"fd"" Highlande s nclu£ thAn^'''' " "^^ '^o"^'" ^'alley Field
took part ,:, the operations round Cabul Tnn'^L,! T*''^-'"^"'

''* '^" '^'''=>'
' »»d heSherpur Pass, He^as with the Mafdan FxpedZn i'„ 'f/s^'

'"^'"''''"^ "^« a"^^"< «" t^eof the 92nd Gordon Highlanders includin^^h^ " '^^° ^' ^^""^ adjutant of a wine
accompanied Sir FredeHck R^ens in theil,,, ^^^''^r^"^ ^' Charasiah on Ap il^c^
the r^;:onna ssance of the 3.st of .';^ugu"st 'rniTttWe ofJant'^^'"' ^"^1 ""^^ P^'^"' ««'

nf V" 'S'"
"'^ conspicuous tralllntrl- and rnoTnlcc L- 1

^".''''j''''''- He «ns awardedDecember .879 at the attack on the Sherpur P^ss ?n a A'P^^'""* ^>' ''''" °" ""^ '3th of

;fn «hn'.'"^'''t''^= °^ '^^ ^"^'"yraXy h^'exll''^"^"' '" ^''''"^ exposed him-men who havmg been beaten backf were at t e momfi?
"'^ encouragement rallied theHe served m the Boer War of 1881 as Adiumnt of^hi ^ ' wavering at the top of the hill."

^f,f
1"e"tly D..A.A.G. at Bengal. He went out in .hn V"^ ^"/'*°" Highlanders, and was

tlandslaagte. He fell earlv in the charge wnfmA it.
"^ !.''„'" '"'" "^tion at the battle ofon (he ground he called to his men to^o nn n7. ^^^^ ,''?' " '"'"*^' '" '^e leg. While W

h-sp,pe, waiting for hours befor^ be ng^^rov^db^^^^^^
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I'nd^CaZ'.^vf^ 'f'"'''
'"^

S°'°""'
Hamilton, fell mortally injured 'and Colonel Edwards's wound was also severe

^jurea,

inanimate, speechless mass Rnt tr. ^Ko . • V ^"^V thought, an

an,o„gs. ehe!;. a voleTa^^ fro™ iLta fStXm ^^S
c:'J;orkf„gX|u:.^"^' ^°" "'"• -» "•= -• "f '!^-^y. -*go

The list of casualties was a grievously long one :—
Kt//ed:~sth Lancers—Second Lieutenant W H T Win „, j .-

Royal Engneers—Lieutenant R I T n • \ i
•/*'"• ^^rd Corps

G. B. B. Dennis m Devon,!,^-. R ' !^^ •^°"^^' ^^'^""^ Lieutenant

tenant H. N. Field LUutenant C F M^W 11'"^^^'"^" ^- ^- ^afone, Lieu-

w4,/^.ar;_Staff-SS^ £"1 ^?^ J'-'g^de-Second Lieutenant L. D. Hall.

Intelligence DepartnS!!!ZocarCapuin H Le'e^r.f^ /t? J^""^^^ ">•
—Captain E. O Wathen s^?^h iv^Trlr.,- . t • u^?i"''

^''^''^'>'- ^'^ Lancers
A. h!^M. Edwa d7 sth Dr3n^rni?n^^^
Davis, slightly SiorDEnlSf (^"ached) slightly, Major W. Karri

tenant W R r^-*" .
^°veton, dangerously (died February is) Lieu-

J RMwdL^I 't'JfSussLr: "raTaT if
^^'^''^'^ ^-^-^-ly. L-tenant

' " Hussars (attached), severely. Lieutenant Douglas

he served will, the Carabineers Ind afte^wfn. J"^"} Bechuanaland Expedition. Then
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The Attack on Wagon Hill

shire Fusiliers—Lieutemnt F "'"^''f^t '-• t. Harrison, sliehtlv cth i

Mounted R^nes-CrS"! wS'sli^h?'"? .^™^ SerS^bo/p' "-^^1
slightly. Volunteer Medical Sm r i

-^^^^y' lieutenant H. W RicharriV^n

'-'n the followmp- div <?. i •

^""j-

thanksgiving service for victorvS~i?',f''^
Anglican Church a

attended th'e solemn lZZ7 At'the^'l'"'^ f "'^^ ^^^ ^^^
impressive service General Whir.

the dose of the simple vet
rails while the 7> Z^^uZjs^Zt^^^^^ at tfe a/ta
followed by the singing in thrilfni ,

' ^"'', ^^'^ ^^s afterwards
Round the Chief wfrefhe ^en fe h"rr

"^
u'.

^>^'°"^^ ^"^I^-
n^any days of sore trouble-each hou.n I?"^ ^^ ^'' ^'^^

'^''^^S^The well-known forms of General S^rArrh'u?!'L
'" ''' ^^Penences.

Ian Hamilton were in evidence ../
^'^'-''^^'^, """ter and General

pany would never be seafa^S uT^rt'-^'lh' ^^«'">- -->
the adjacent hotels and dweHin"; honest 1T "f ''°^" ^y' ^^'^ '"
their last, and others had already taker^h-^^-^'"

'"^''^ ^'^^'^''^ '

thanksgiving service of creatfon^i "n for ef '"
r^^*"^

^'^^ ^'"-^^
Among these last was a m.,? ^ f^^**

and ever,
an ornament to his profession Co?o^T 't^^

,P"^^ ^^ '^''^ ^^x and
Wounded previously, from hs Second h

^'.'^'^-C^nyngham, V.C.
on this sad Sunday passed away

'' '^^^^ ^'^ ''^^^' '"alhed, and
in a few words the iO/»/A, 'f'

/

qualities of the herdc'fitut SlfhZ ^ T'' T,
^^^ '^^^P^-^Ssociety as from the scene of war ''1

•'^'^""^^^ly passed fron?
Cunyngham was the beau ideal of. h" l?''r^"i:^°'°"^' ^''^k-
was not a man or woman in the world wh^i'^i^' f^^"'''

^"^ ^^ere
about him. His heart was as tnl 1 .

^"^ ^ '^^^ ^^^-^ to say
courtesy itself. In his kilt and bonnet a ^f'"".^

^/"^ '"^""^'- ^as
that It was nearly white telliW

"
•

' ! T"f^'"'^^^ that was so light
with a mountaineer's figure fcf'"'' ''^^^••^"^e of his face, .fnd
eye. at once, and he hfs fig ^td ^^^^^^^^agam m pictures and illustl-a bns At Q.-' ^^T^^^gc, again and
of his great gallantry by rallv

?"
;h ^V ^^ ^'^^ gave proof

wavered
;
at Majuba^ he wal he n^

""^^ 7'^^" ^^'^ ^ "moment they
fharge. Elandsliagte anrLadysn^S'"" "^^ ,"'^"^ Permission to
long record of herofsm."

'^''^>^'"''^^^ are the last two names in his
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CHAPTER VI
BULLER'S SECOND ADVANCE

A ^
^n^'

^^'7
xf n°"^ P^"''''

°^ suspense, it was possible for

/\ ^u"^'"'''
^""^'' ^ ^""^^^ ^° "lake an appreciable advanceA—1 Ihe arrangements were set on foot with the utmost

^ ^ secrecy, and on the 9th of January the second forward
movement of the troops from Frere and Chieveley may besdid to have commenced. General Barton and the Fusilier Brieade

Trnm
P"'^'' '° ''^''•'

r^' ^^'^"^^^ ^"^ ^'^h them were left some

wTn .L'^f
°"' '"""'"#'y ^«"^"ved by Jack Tar so as not to fore-

Xenr. nf r^M-.^"f ^"°Y •^^"•^ 5°. congratulate themselves on theabsence of lydd.te from their vicinity. This was not the first timethat guns in effigy had been arranged to do duty in our dealings withthe Boers. During one of the sieges in the year 1881, a " Quaker
"

cannon was erected in an inviting position on purpose to draw theBoers fire, with the result that they expended the best part ofa day andavast amount of valuable ammunition on the imperturbable object'lo appreciate the gigantic nature of the advance now made wemay refer to a rough table showing the composition and strength of

Bulled''*''

'" ^^ "^^^^ ""'^^'' ^^^ ^0"^"!^"^ of Sir Redvers

SIR REDVERS BULLER'S FORCE
Second pivslON.-(Lieutenant-General Sir C. F. Clery).—2nd fHildvard'sBngade-2nd East Surrey; 2nd West Yorks ; 2nd Devons; 2nd wi" Surrey4th Lyttelton's) Brigade-ist -ifle Brigade included in Sir C Warren's Svl:sion)

;
1st Durham Light Infantry

; 3rd King's Royal Rifles; 2nTscoS
£«?ni?i'""'°"""'^ ' ^r'^""f°"

'4th Hussars; 7th, 14th, and 66th F 3dBattenes. less 1
1 guns of 141)) a,,d 66th Batteries lost at Colenso.THIRD DivisiON.-sth (Hart's) Brigade-ist Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers •

istConnaught Rangers; ist Royal Dublin Fusiliersf 1st Border
^

6th fBar-

Weli F^T'~'"^^r' fT'^''''-'
-^"'^ R°y^I Scots Fusiliers; 1st CIl

6^tan?;trFiefd1.Ss.'"^'^
'"^'"^^^^ ^^"^^^°" '^^' ""--

^

^3rd,

/r^ T'/'Pi •^^^''^'^^•"-^^''^"'^"^"^-General Sir Charles Warren) — lothS r'^
B'-,gade-2nd Dorset

;
2nd Middlesex. , nh (WoodgTtK) Brigade-

York 3 J^'T' ' i''^ l^"^^^'?''-^
^"^iliers

;
1st South Lancashirff 1st

Battti?«
Lancaster; Squadron 6th Dragoons- 19th, 20th, and 28th Field

ffllTi r
,^''S^^^^ uncertain- .2nd Royal Dublin Fusiliers; 2nd SomersetLight Infantry Corps Troops-6ist Field Battery (Howitzers) ; Natal B^Uerv

%lZtZ"' S'^Nr'L''-r"'^^'"^"''^'^-«'-^'-^' 4'h Mountain Sattery "4?
Naval guns. Cavalry Bngade-ist Royal Dragoons; 13th Hussars. South
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Sir Redvers Buller's Force

s.ua.ro„s); I.pe.a, L„. Ho.e^^^^^l L^ft'lnS^^/S

able for actual att^c? t1 YnS^.^^^
alone were some i6o mi e in 1^.1 T'T'^^''^" '« Chieveley
guarding them. securL" easy trans f^^

''^ the necessary work of
work, and other business co.mmedwhfN '"^'P >'' ^^^y^'' ^''^S^n^.r
pendent of sickness, absorbed ,1- '. "''"'"°" "^ vvar. inde-
Military experts estimated th thlf f'^^'P^T^ <^f the troops.

fewer than^supposed The tab^-^^!"' !l
^^^'^'"^ "^^'" ^'"^'^ ^'^

30,000 men. but of these about nnn w ""^^ •"ej^resents some
work. Out of twenty!three b-utToror'"f

^''^ •'" ""^^^"^^neous
to use three or even more for the a r '"/T'7 " ^^'^ necessary
cation. Of three rec^Lnts o

'
?v 1

"^
?

'^' ''""' ^^ ^°"^'^""'-

while of the other annniwlrivP/ T^^
'" n' ^""^ ^^^"^^le,

had been sustained, and al oZ' i knt ^ In^^h'
'^'' '\' '^^^ ^'^^^

the army had at last moved from the rdlwiv k"
^"''"''^' "°^' ^^^^

was enormous. It made a proces in,. Af
^

'
'^^, ''''^S^^^^ ^°'"mn

lumbered along primitive ro^ds thrn?" h 'T^ '"''"^ '" '^""gth as it

It had been d\-cided trbrTnt un T .'^"'^ f"^'^'"^"^
^"^'^'^-'1^-P'

consequently the various f:;?|ue"ltisi"wd:?rn t^^-
^'' ^"'

enormous. * "uucb involved m the move were

it is'ptibTeTS^om: rJetoTthr"^^^-^
^^ ^ ^^^ -^^'•---

follow the movements o^he commanSer'^TTe^^^'"^'^^ ^^? ^^^ ^«

ment in South Africa rn,.M.l,. ?• "^ transport of a regi-

waggons, each drS by^^silUtxe"?' i^"
'-^'P"^^? °^ ^^ -"

managed by Kaffir boys one dn\ inaZ I ^^^ '^"^^"^ '"^^^ion

the whole caravan b/meTns of3 ^^^^''^^"°''^^''
'^P"''^^^

vocabulary); four am'mSontrts TaTrw^^'f ^"' '
T^"^'water-cart, with pair of mules- a ''Scofrh'-

^'™ ^y six mules; a
cart, drawn by four mulef for .?

^art, and a strong luggage-
food. &c. A Ik tie Lnt^ mStinrj'^'"'-,,^ f^"^^'

blanket? a1,d

long serpentine coil that w^stfe ^H^ "'^ ^" P'^^ure the
new westerly point of attack ^ ''''^' ^'"^'^ ^^'^"^° ^o the

throSh i'^S^sJs^dLri^n^^^Sh^"^ -1-^'^

sj^p^ti^^rta:^^^
•s somewhat characteristic of'^thepS ess Jftjnt -"^ conveyance
an hour was the average rate of aHv/n. V *''"°''''

'

^^'^ "^'^^^

ca...e succeeded in co^H^ra^blutXto-liLTSntV^dr^'^ff
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The Transvaal War
proper roads tlicrc were nnn« 'vu
after heavy rain, or in fim- u.^^;i.

' '''"'"'>' ''''' "^ ^^'^^ «vvamp
«teephills difficult Clf and ;SS '^''r^''''

""'^ ""^-'^^^

to be coaxed or goaded t'hr.nietv^n-n ' ^^^' ^^^ ^'^''^ ^^'^

obstinate mules 'whid dnS hT i^h^^^ T'^^'"
;'^^^^^'^^born.

•gnorant persons, sonietinies jibbed for ! •[?: ^'V^
^'^''^'^' 'i^e

the obstructi,„u-s insdnc" fhi lifi ^^"^ J'^^'"^^'^ '^^''^^' ^rue to
When a team of the e s^rom \.et^^s^^^^^^

'^"^' 'ntellectually stolid,

a foi J or in a nms if t .ll '^ ^ strange beasts chooses to jib at
waggon o'rto'leU gr'o:ncran/S"'^%°' •'/'"^'".^^>' ^° '^^'"'' '-
condescend to resumeEl bo " U ^"'^ °"'>: ^h'^". will they
that the progress of troo s-d^indlntTs^h;^''^^' ^ 'r^''"^forage on the tempers of quadr nedr\:

^^"^y ;^^'^.^^'^ food and
not always sure! Howivr roops^d h

'^'' ^""" '^'^^ ^"^
concentrated at Springhelc vvh leX M ^f^! ^"'''^ gradually
where, among bonders in don.^..

the lioers. who had spies every-
of Spion Ko^p. hurS'abtScirieT^tlo^s'r't'^^^^and mighty tussle which was now pendfnT

'"°"' ^°'* '^^ ''^'"^^^•-d

had evidently beentd'fe" .t^^
^'-^ tfe enemy

some twenty-four miles in i ,nrt I ^^ "''';. ^^"^ ^""^ops "larched
through the'countr; wl"ch wa '^rva'^n: r^" f ^^"''^''^^''
enemy without misliap of any kind T\LTT''?u ^f'"'

^"^ ^'^^

when the enemy were known to hi :
here were thnlhng moments

or hiding in the Zshb.7^, ^"'''''".''^'' '" "^'g^bouFing kopjes
having Ln prevSy L'ch?d 'bT^c^." "'^/\'"^' ^^^ -""''y
ment so successfully ca^rried out thnr . T •' ^"'' ''^^ ^^"'^ '"ove-
-cupy a strong poJtirimba it'V'^gieie^^ T 1^'^ ^^
Tugela. Here at onr^ ^v^,-. i r '^ "^s'^ters Urift on the Upper
surprise from the enerywhfS-"'V''^^-^' '^ ^"^^'-^ -g-"'
retired to the north a^H to en.K f the rivers in flood, had
hold its ground, anft'hs render" fe^henl^

Dundonalds force to
Lord Dundonald'.. RrT„. i

Passage of the river.

Brigade under General Harf rn
"'^^

. ^''T^^-^''^ ^y the Fifth
Connaught Rangers he BorSe^R^'"^

'^" ^"?^'" ^ "^'^'^'•«' the
Fusiliers. These, on hearin^tL ^^^'"'"2'',/"^ '^^ Inniskilling
the enemy now toorpi?eSn^ortheX^^^^ "^^ ""°-"P-^ ^^

SwaTt'; RtpT^B^ck'^^H^rirVrock^""
""'''' °"^^ ^^^'^^ ^P-s of

mountain fa^tnesse of the foe From thir'"'' T^"^'^
'"^^^^ ^^e

magnificent. In front the TuJaZn i ^T' '^^ P^'^^rama was
s.lvery bends, and great ko^pK^^ oT^r fi^h^s, "^Z^
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^- HilSiich ;.:ryiy^^^^^ -/-/ crowned summit ofand another frowning eminence Lh' r'^'"""''^'^'
^^'''^ Frenches

too. might be had of the d st u •> ''y/'l^'
^"'-'"y- A glim, s^'the ugela heights

; but utd'S/ 1

''"" '''''^? V^^^tn
melted

'""""^' ''^ ^''^ ^^'''''-^h t 000^ truc^
'"'^^'"''>' '''^'^^'^

?^i:"aSa^^^:zz¥^ f^:e^r ofaW . P^...,. ,,, , -s^dls^;:eS thl^^^^^^^^^^

of the"ir\r^:!f'^e:"''- t '^7'^^- ^-" ^'- ---ys side
teeth of the foe, h;\^^,:t^ '' '-^y l^e said i'tlle ^ ySouth African Horse. Thct lett f n ?.

""" "'^ '^'^ '"^" "f tlie
place was running strong, IZmZZ n

'^^'''^"^' ^'^'"'^h at thatand succeeded in getting it acos'ri'^^,^"^''
^''^^' ^""ied the pont

aclnevement was t briiha u „ ^e be.-'^'" "f "^ '^^ '^^^V-- T eceedings the exact position of tlieE
'^"""^^ '^'^ ^^h^le pn>moment a volley miirht havp L ^''''•? ""^^ unknown. At anv

fron. which it woull ha X been 'air^r^
"' '^' acl^•enturous paru^

sooner had they removed the f
?"'•' '"^P^^^'^^Ie to escape No

Lieu-

getting it ac^^s't^ Xs^::.rrT^^^^ ''- P^'^a
tenant Carlyle, who. howetr pt 'sued l*

°"' "" ''^^^'"
S"-^^'"^^ ^'e.From the heights we Ind i-Wn^

'"'''.'' ^^ ^'^^ ^"d.
"

menced both with helio4
1 .S ^f I

' ^P^""^^'""-^ were soon com-
part of the outskirts of^AC

, we'^^'i
^^^^"^ Bulwana and

around them were Boer cuimfl ^ '^'^'"''y v'-'^'b'e. Frinc^ed
oyer the ground the enen y^:,r'f

""^' ^"^>
f-"'-' :

while stuclded
^^Smg trenches, and all work n' 1 k^h

'°"'' ^^''^'"^ ^^'•^^' others
our advance. The LadysSl?c If 'V''''^<''-

the road from
rapjdly came into commuSLn Ith'fh^

"' ^'P'*'"" ^^^^^"<-^
Kop, and Sir George White w.c^ .'nf

5^ signallers on Swartz

^'''Th S'
'-^^^^"^^ so f^^r

' '"^"™^^ °^ ^he satisfactory pr^!

"•^.e o^t:\^::^::::^-^y^n..on.., on the western
positions which were being Spid'^b"-,;^^^P'"gaway the strong
who were fast beginning to^ollg^^^^- ^^i^^^^^^^^^^^

!^wit^:t:rSX^^-tlt^^,^ —^ in with
Bngade, were across the river and safelv In. f f"'

u"'
^^^^ ^^^^^At the same time was commenced the fn ?f -^"^ °" '^^ ^^^^^^'^ ^''de.
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The Transvaal War
water up to their waists, and .idvanccd in skirmishing order over
the bouldcr-strcwn country, settling themselves at last on some low
kopjes to tile north of the river and facing the enemy's defences
five miles north of the drift.

While these important events were taking place at Potgietcr's
Drift, (;eneral Sir Charles Warren with tiie 5th Divisi.n was also
movmg forward by a circuitous route. B)- another drift, called
Tnchardt's Drift, some five miles farther west, the entire force
eventually got across and took up a position beyond the river, with
the object of turning the position of the enemy, who were posted on
Spion Kop. This journey was not achieved without coming in
touch with the Boers. Some of them were hidden in a wooded
nook by a farmhouse, and from thence poured rifle-shots on the
advance guards. They even brought their cannon to bear on the
troop;

;
but the passage d\irmcs was of short duration, and the

enemy, warmed with fervent salutations from the Naval guns on the
hills, was soon in full flight across country. Then the engineers,
with celerity which looked to the uninitiated like a conjuring trick, in
two hours threw a pontoon bridge over the river, and the crossing
was successfully accomplished. The great object of Sir Charles
VVarren was now, as stated, to turn the enemy's position. This,
situated about five miles off to his right front, was undoubtedly
a strong one. It ran laterally with the '

r, wiiii Spion Kop for its
centre, and all around the enemy were actively engaged in intrench-
ing themsel\<s. The plan of tli< combined movement was to
make as hasty ,m attack as possible and prevent the Dutchmen
from strengthening their position and reinforcing their right from their
centre and left, and perhaps enal)]t; the Ladysmith garrison to do its
share in threatening the enem)'s rear. For this reason General
Barton, with sufficient troops, had been left at Colenso to hold the
Boers' forces and preven them from massing on the line of Sir
Redvers Buller's march. Fhis latter officer w ith a small force directed
the combined operations from Spearman's Farm, a little to the south
of Mount Alice. The headquarters of himself and his staff were at
the picturesque homestead of one Martinius Pretorius, a personam
who thought it advisable not to remain to play the host.

The troops, in spite of their trying march—the mud collected by
tremendous rains, the arduous business of getting across the river,
the grilling sun overhead, and the enemy possibly threatening from
unknown quarters—were bright, healthy, and hopeful. Immense
enthusiasm was occasioned in every camp when all were made
acquainted with the brief yet stirring words of Sir Redvers Buller

:

"
^fL^^ ^'^"^^ ^^ ^^^ relief of our comrades in Ladysmith; there

will be no turning back." A short emphatic statement this—blunt
as the conversation of the m=>a who made it, but instinct with nobie
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The Flank Movement

epL".?-:lLr^^^^^^^ ev., Heart, and ..de

to\" ^'r
\'^'' honour of hrcoumrv a;SV^');'"^^''"

'^^ ^^'^

''

to be relieved

!

t.ountry and for the service of those
«

g
THE FLANK MOVEMENT

-JouS^'^tJtZSdX'u^^^ to examine with the man

Types of Ar„s-a Mountain Battery.
(Drawn by Ernest TraterO

pass:g"e:tiP'The'
&y;'lrdvT'''H"^n^''>^^"- °^ ^'^^ various

cross and debouch. To^thS o^^ hk nf
""^'^ "^^^ ^^ject was to

mformation is scarcely yet ^neHi^.^^^'fi^^P^^'" '° ^^^ebeen-for
Lyttleton's Brigade, tL co^os^trnL r^^'^-^^^^^thing as follows
ten Naval guns, the b.tterv ZT ^°™'"S^ ^""^^'^ Brigade the
Cethune's l^ounedlnfatrv to H

''''''''' °"^ ^^^W-batfery and
g'eter position, keeping tirLrrsho"^;'?." /" ^''""^ «^ ^^l' Pot-

cT 1"^
fx/'"""^^' ^"^^'< and mask t^h.- '•''^°'' '" ""P^«-

- battenes of artillery, fnd%hn^r[^,t a^T^tSoTfi-



The Transvaal War

I'! f

T'!^^irHirl^^^^^^^^^^ "^t^^l rTJri^^clfs DHa on the
Hill, and with these troops he waT next d

°" Spearman's
bridges, force the passage of the river . A^'

^''^ '^^^' ^° ^'^'•«^

discretion against fhe r|ht flank of rh'.
"^^'^'^ ^' '^•^''^ «"d

Potgieter's, resting on S,inn I?L
^"^""^

' horseshoe before
matdyj.-ining hands withThe fmT;.,\'""'7^^ '"«""^^'". "l^'-

a point -^on the Acton Homes iT ^T^ ^'T ^Pearman's Hill at

seven battalions twenty-ro^un^a^^^ l""
^""^ "P briefly.

Lyttleton to mask 'he pZie^ter An V ''^
'"i""''''"^

^""''^ ""^e'-
six guns, and sixteen hundred hor^seTcr; '"'fi^"'

^'"^''""^' thirty-

ward, and make a turnina m., ^? ^''^ '"'^^s to the west-
The Boer covering armyL to ' ^^ fuT '^^ ^"^"^y'« '"'ght.

powerful left arm, The ZoS Ihn W ^J ^f-^^" Ladysmith by a
the elbow at fr cha^dl's Drffr / °[ ""^''^ ^^« ^^ Potgieter's.

cavalry under Lord Dund^naki ^sJrl'v
^"^^'°P'"g hand-the

Homes." ^"ndonald-stretchmg out towards Acton

acti^'^Ae'ca.^^d' '''yPE\^'''^l.-P''"'^^'^^'^'^ '^ ^he
enemy from gathering in his rmw^ fVT^^^^ ^° P*-^^^"' the
Here'was the greati!?f 'xhe ll of

' ''"•
^^^'l^''^^

"^ C°'^"««-

difficulties, and a^t this time our GeneralsTad'an'' V ' '^'''' °^
that choice. It savs a trreaf hI .1 fJ !u •

^" ^"^barrassment of
these difficulties one aftfr anofht td IT '""T^" I.^'^

^^^^^ ^^^^'^d
they had been squeezed dry

^"^ °"'^ ^''"" '^^^ ^^^^^S^t

did III rnow\ri;as';^t^,^oT "':^ ^^^
^^^f"^

^^^^^ --h.
had they crossed tK river tl^an .h 'I

'^'"' '^^"'' ^° ^^^"^-^

of the Boer h'nes of retreat to t^J'^^^l '° ''^'^^^^" '^me
Brigade also set to work wi h v.Vn^

'^^
^J^'^"

'^•^^ ^aval
the howitzers from Mount AUrr"'' ^f. '\^y' '''S^'^^' ^'^^
to the right impardallv Th. ' ?°""'''^'^ ^^^ ^^^^'e vicinity

nicety, wfth th7as See of thrh^ll ^"^'"^u
'^^^" ^^^ertained to a

the gunners, som? e fectfve sho^ w """i
^'^^^^""P^"'^ ^'^'^^'^^

trenchments and others which wprr'^ -if
"'^"'^ ^' '^^ ^^^' ^"-

tion. From the ba loon 7hJ^. ,'^^fy '" ^^^''^e ^^ construe
if tenants tire werrvoich^frd'n^'''^^ "'t^' ^"^ ^h^''* '^"-"^s.

were seen gallooinTfrnm rS '^?'>^'
.
^''"^ "counted Boers

the more Serfy ko^ie^ S '°
l^""

'""^^''^ '" ''^^ ^h^'^^*" o(
coming in the dTrection from T i

°
^u^'' T ''^ ^'^° discovered

reinforce the commrdoe?^>n ^
^''"'^ "^'^"".'^y ^'^^ a view to

Brigade was hamrring in'the direS'n ofThe b"^'"^
^"^^ ^^^^

demonstrate towa^l ^^fiSS! JS ^ll^^cCl^f^^tfe
98
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The Flank Movement

started in advance of the rest of fh^ f •^^"li?.''^- ^'^^ cavalry
being, first, the Composite keeim^^^^^^^^

The order of march
L-ght Horse, sixty Rifles MounSHif^"^ squadron of Imperial
Carbineers), four sVVdrons Sh Af" ^''^'-^u^

^^"^^'•°" Natal
croft's Mounted Infantry and hlh-«5'''T"

^'^^^ "«'•««. Thorney-
Hussars. But the Comoo^te R. " ^'^ '^^ ^«>'^^« ^"^ i.t^h
have moved still farthe'rest' and fZ'"f

"' "^j^^^^^ ^^^ ^-"^ ^o
ommous crackling. Something deadlv IT. 'f' '""^T

^^'"^ ^"
that a party of Boers was caught trekkin k^^?^' .

^' ^PPeared
Road towards the Free State^ .nH

^' ^^ ^^^ ^^'°" Homes
Firing was fast and furLt on/ "^^^ '" ^" «^ being cut off-

besprinkled the field tiTt n f
P''^«^"tly dead and dying Boers

and' gracious to the eye 1 ^^e.'^^'"'"'^
'^^^^'"^ ^^^ been^ g°en

demanding reinforcements. pToS T/'^ ^°. '^' "^^^ t>oc"
rest of his troops came on the sceS^ ^Hn nv^""^°""'^ ^"^^ ^be
-the situation was desperate The ^°'''^"'^t g'-t^

'" animation
clung tenaciously to their nositfnn F^'^ ""i^"^^

^ ^""'^ ^ght of it,

surrender. Their firrrLPfSusTvT^' '^'''^t
^"'"rounded, to

advanced, so furiously tha thev were Lr 7 °" '^^ ^'^^« ^^ tbey
desirable donga. The oh.f nZ u

''''''^ ^° ^^^^ the shelter of a
when up wenr a white Sg 1 hrSd'HT °" '^' P°'"^ ^^ -"ewal
troops had become so ac^customed thf. Sf '

^"^ '^ ^^^'^^ now our
Both sdes continued to Se^wav n

^^^y .^^^^''cely heeded it.

presently hands flew up. and thl Zcere.^ fJ- ^'"'y ^"^ '"'^trust till
was accepted. Twenty-fou S Bo^fs J '''T'

''^" ^^^^"'render
round about, the wounded of the foe we

'
•V''"", "^P^^ ^'^"'e.

tended by the very men who fn the mce
?!!'^"°"^ y/"-^°"red and

them down. Twenty-four captured tenllZ -^l
''^^ '^^^ ^^'"•'='^^"

was the result of a kv^ hours' work on ?hJ'' "'S^t wounded-such
Captain Shore of the ImperiprLtht H-'"^"'^* ^^ °"'' ""'"^^••
two soldiers of the Mounted nfant?vw^rel')r3' '^T^^y ^°""d-^
the Imperud Light Horse was ightK:re^^^ '"^ °"^ ^'^^P^'' ^^

';C^a^^^'^:S^^:L?ii& ;,^.Ht Horse or

Carlyle and his p^cky cofCniot l'!^
'"^"^'^"^d of Lieutenant

CoxandBarkley.ldTroope^rrHoLlf r^'u
^"'"^'' Corporals

In addition to this plucky fe^t thev were . ''t"'
^-"^ ^ollingwood.

as w^e shall afterwards see.
^ ^'^ ceaseless in their aaivity,

mentetrntdSal?-^^^^^^^ T^j-" had been much com-
-venous mtelligence ba^d^earnfd the'iXi^^t tf^allTe^^ ^^^^^

.i!!l
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The Transvaal War
who had been associated with th^m ti, • , .

ooked a. efficient a bodj oTlumeJ'infl'S;'
"' "'^"- "'=^' ^l«'-ki-

to come across. Amon.' their n„„,h '"'"""T "= ?ny one could wish
birth, Canadians, AZ"rlv^ ""^tr^^J"'

^^^'^--^^rs of good
old soldiers, and the like. Thefwere tordL n ? ' '5°[""S ™n.
the.r saddles, acute as weasels Tnd hfli .f' "?'' '"°"""i »=
as any of Robin HoodW^ld ftmeH ^ "'='' ''"'' "dventurous
rough they were re-adrsniffin^fdvenurertlT- / "l"^^

"'-
foot to greet it, or stalking warily ifkedd SI ='"d rushmg hot-
so that they eventually brought Itnthdrqur^"' '™"« "" P"'"^

and a \JSrSaf^fl^^^^^^^^^^
of the cavalry.

Wa°ralarr4l le'tS tftldatk^-T^ -^'^ ^^-'-

^p"S' su^erb'i-r~Jr -"—
-"

Of success. General WoodJIte's Sn/ r ^'^^ ''^' ^''^'y ^^ance
marched forward at , Tm frfTm th • t ^"^'^' "^" ^ brigades
below Spion Kop, witi a viewT tnl

'''°"^'
°." ''^^ '°^ "^S^s

Tree Hill, so calbd bL^uJ' of thrt^
"^

Three
filled the air. The proceedfn^s ODened"";?.?'

''^^' ^^°^^ ^'^Sr^^'^^
ment from all quarters our ^n.^ST ' .\^" animated bombard-
and Tritchardt's Drif s enJaSth. f.

neighbourhood of Potgieter's
time the Dutchmen wi^^Zlir'^'^ 1^^^ ^^ ^his

almost inch by inch ud the sTe/n^^ u 1 ^'.^''J' ^^"S*^^ their w^;
succeeded in gaining LmeSn r .J*^

'^" ^°^^'-^- ^hey finally

ments. But fhis wfs not aXve 1 t't ^''''^^''
I''''

^^ '"^rench^
and valiant obstinac^ that was he^^^^^^

- -hibition of piuck

yet 4^tfSU^lr grip ^^;;^^^ ^^t S^^^'
^-^^'

notwithstanding shadows of XL ? ^ of every mch they gained
death and sounds o^hrorthaffit^the Ir'S '''VA''

^'
brave and gallant soul was ^hat th.ri u i V'^P^a'" ^ensley, a
officers werLmittenbutS their vlr"^

'^^ ^"^1' ""^ ^^^^''^I

sword, pressed on. and st 1 his sin dvl T"'^"^"'''.
^^^'"^ '^'^

couraged, confident Dursnpd fh.f % Irishmen, animated, en-
settleisome old SCO e to wipe Tt'^ tI"-

^^'^ ^'^ ^'"^'^ '-

hideous disappointment of cSsoTh.- ^-^ '"emembered their

Dundee. and^Lo they rle^ntrdit^^S- XX^

[
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The FJank Movement
—that the honour of the Em^r vi r i

aiicl that the quah'ty of il 10^ stlod T^'^.^'^u '^V' ^^oulders.
their famous deeds

'

^ ^ ^""'^ P''"^^^ by the quah'ty of

positions on a chain of hills to the west nf^-'"'' ^u^u"^
'" commanding

pomts of vantage the DutcCen ^^ ," ,^£70^'"' ""^ ^''^"^ ^'^•••°-
clamour, and pour a rapid torrent of deawl "P-,"^ ^ '^'''^^^'
advancing troops. These, by reason ofth.h I

"^"^'^^^'^n upon the
required in the manner of apS^
enemy, owing to the delay in^oCadvance 1 ?'^^ ''''

f^^'^y- The
most unexpectedly, and seemed thouth'"^ ',"'^''"^f

'^ '^^^' forces
week ago. to be now ubiqSs I n • '"u^^

'° ^^^'^ existed a
Lyttleton's Brigade mldTTrrLS'Zll^" '^^"°°" ^^

>

position between Schwartz Kop and S -"n k°"
'''" Dutchmen's

attention pending the movements Sf sIr rh V^SS? ^'^"" ^'^^''

movement, it was imamned h .r K
^^'''''^^ Warren. This

spite of the secrecy and'SuLL::^^^ "'''^•" ^^t. in
concentrate a huge force to oppose hfs .

"^ contrived again to
seemed continuously to be b?ou<?ht ^n tK

'^'^ '"''"• ^^''e artillery
the trophies capture'd in the i 1- aled auack n'T','"^

^^^° ^°'"- ^f
guns bombarded the ridge a) dly and th. ° ^"'°-

.
^"'^ ^^^^^1

roared, but the whole pice app^kred o\'T'"v''
^°°"^^^ ^"^

On the extreme left Lord DunSd en.
/"'^'"^ ^'^^ ^^^'"s-

demonstration, and the indefatLThl! «^ T^^^ '" "^""'^ energetic
under Colonel Byne ntore thpn^ i""'*'

^^'''^'^ Light HSrsT
the most gallant manner hevcanT"''^'''?'"^"'^^^^ themfelve" Tri
the Dutch%ight and centre

^''P'"''"^ ^"^^'°" ™' ^ hill between

rrom thence the^'^o'^dire?: cr^^^^^ ^ -"^'"^ -nace, as
opposite spur of^he big Snl^^ ^^ '' r '- /"^""^--J^ °" ^heF Squadron, South African uXtHnr ^^T'-.^^"^^' ^on^^anding
the Federals, must secure so important '

'^'"'^"^ '^^' ^e. and nol
'ng with his men, and lcav^,rMshn ''^"^^^g^^-PO'^t. Dismount-
cautiously crept ;ound hroJh ^ tit' t(r '/ ^^^. ^^'^h^^' ^e
which gave him cover from the st^rn ^ u

^""^ ™''''' ^^"gas
curve of the hills. In spite of the pehn^l?/,^"'^"^^ ^-^ the
of the position in safety. Then wifh l^^ u^'

^"^ -°^ ^° ^^e base
laboriously to climb. ^It was tou^h worf h' '^"^^'i^^^"

^^ ^^^''^^d
being steep and stony and the sun T '

'm-
^^'^^'-loaf eminence

they sweated and toiled for a whole hour f-'''?,""^'^
hot. Thus

seen scampering from the top TYey had dItTfl' u^ ^°^^^ "^^'^
men-bayonets were suspected-thX r?1= "^^^f^t^.^he approach of
Trooper Tubin, who had g andlv led th^^''^

^''^'¥' ^^'^ then
height, had reached his gfS Here he

..""^^ • ^ u'^^
P'-^cipitousg Here he stood in his delighV and
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mercenaries. Up. too rus ed Ma or /?h,^°"'".t^T^°°'^''^ ^^ ^'^^ir

nimble men. into the mid 't o a olnlVn f
^'''''' '" ^T" "'^ «« ^^ '^''^

suddenly started from
1'

'Le TffLd crntrt"'
p"" "'/'^^^ '^^^

one went to earth. It was useless TthT^ I'romptly every
so withering a fire. Then came a sL T"''"'

'"^
^'.'f^P^ '^ '•^t"'""

the gallant"" Major was caught on til" ht^'alr^^'i'^'s-""^others were slain, amoncr them GnHrl^n u u i^
.'""^''- Several

gallant seven who disting thed £;elt ^'th""
"'" "^^'^^

Shattered by the terrible fir, r.f ?-n , ^, ^ P""' explo t.

exertions, the^ troops 11 hun" on 'xfe ^''"'^^''^ -^"^ P^^
to the rescue and keot the IWr ' „

°"'' °^" ^''''"^'•y ^^^^n^e

reinforcements from 3 djard'^ Briefl""""' ^'^'P'"^'" Meanwhile,
the brave fellows who S^l'lv^eT l:^^^^^ T'' ^'P

-^V
'''' ^^^'P

«'"

water, and on the following daPto the \\W S?" """''r'
'''^ ""'

after a tremendous and fati "uini^exDerienr; 1 ^f^'"' '^1 '^^^^^^'^y-

of the hill which thev 1 id To m^T' .^"''^'^ °^^'' ^'^^ 'charge

during this complex series of Z^""'^^ ^^"'""^- ^^'^ ^^^'^^

sufferbgs due to^^ungfr L^ thTrft -'mTll^d
"'"" """>^' '^"^ ^'^^

tl^an those due to actual wounds
''^'''' ""^'^ ^^^" g'-^^^'^'"

350 officers and men. Thesetoons h J^ n r^t"^
"V^^^ered about

three whole days previousfv theXj 1 P^^f '^^'"'y trymg time, as for

sun-baked and fir^Jonron iS,nn 1 t'?"''
""'' ''^"^^

'^''^P^"'-^^ hills,

perature had run IwnCl ts nfi?:;

""'^'^^ "^ " S'^^' ^^en the teml
themselves chilled to "hTt: lTn7u''f'^' '^""'^ ^""^ ^^^""^

cover them. They had ^bouU hours £f on ^n
"""°^^^ ^^

mght and very little to eif fl„r;n„ . I j -J. ' " "" i'verage per
.h? Lancashire had take ,uB"Urtl^n''-

^'""1
i t-"'

°" *= ^°'>'

low kopjes, while the art l^il'^r,f " ?"fn=d behind a string of
.he Bo^i e;rthw^,rkLlnTol!:T„3"h fci:f lid'^S^T''Kf^ ^'

.tfn;rursnt^rarLll>:'h"iS
'"^"'^^

t*' sfellerilg'VJX
l>e Officers saw'*;, causi^^ /if'X°^ *^'^ ?»^ ""d. as one of
they had besun to advpnl*' . i-^ T°?S *= men." At 1.30
they were cTgh byl Sori^ oTk n

''>' '^7 ^''°"'='' '^^'' '><=^d^

Rushing dauf st^^nXTadl o" 't£ ^he t'TaX o^f

'

a lesL in cautfon tm the B^rf' 'S'^'T" ""' '^^'"^

and thon/h the G^^S l^d t^.S'"?Lt '^tVr'^:?''^
I02 '
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The Flank Movement

or so could use their

quickly were the men hit that only thirty
"-"- men

was i'strrt:„rs^r^^ 'r'r'-' -^ ^^^re
when more men were%tricken do^n A,! tt ''"''''

I"'? ^^^''^^^«-
was to creep to a rock in the rear aild then • ""P""'

'^ ^°"'^ ^^
So,ne lay as tliey crawled from fto 8 ^o .f 'T' S'^"

''''" °^ ^^^"t^-
for them to be removed fro n^tl e hil^ a K H

^' ^''''
'"^P^^^'"'^'-

on the stretcher-bearers. The siX. ,

'"'"'^ promptly fired
rendmg. On one side was seen a "^^msenT T",^''

^ere heart-
breath

• on another was one sti hobb U " '"
t'^

^'^'^"""^ '" ^
with both ankles smashed. He e la ^n

^"^ ?^ P^>''"S ^'^"^ ''^^^'

splmter of rock driven clean thrZluu- ,
P °'' ^''"''^' ^ho had a

there languished another shot tl?n^ 1

^'^ ^'"-' ''^"'^ ""^ at his back
All of the'm suffered pSytt^hour when the sun should g^o dowran^ther'"?'' ''""'"^ ^^'^ ^^^
removal from the awful scene And vet h

^ ""'^^^ S^' '^ chance of
too. who bore the long hoursT^tlfLi •'

"""f
'"."^"' ^•^""'^^^1

shot in the leg, lay on his bZl T f'^^'"^ cheeriness. One
perused them^n tL'midst o^ a deal/T^Sila'? ""'T 'T'^'

^^

wretched beings,7om^^^tmrrrlw"lit^,f^ ^^ ''^
in their own gore. But their m seTfefwer^ f"""^ ^^"^^ ^° ^^'^^
took some two hours to go t^ee-Tuarlrs of

^'^'"' .^" ^"^- ^'
ness over the bad ground • thZl

"^""""^'^ «'^, ^ m'le in the dark-
boulders everywhere.^ No li.s''^!erT'"lI

'"'^^''^^^ dongas, and
my the SamaWs tripped1^^ T.^^^b '7' M ^" ^^e jett%bscu-
twice," smiled a wounded youth when i ^^f'

°"'y ^''oPPed
towards the stretcher-bearers Orhe's a^ inTf 1 ^'^'' "1^^'^ '^^'^"^

soaked with blood and rain the hofC
'"'^'"^^^^ ^ere brought in

uncannily and to their suoremeH.-^'? ^"^ '^^ ^°^'' "^''ngUng
wounded soon after mSdav^onr."'T'i''V ^^"^ ^^o tere
hospital about half-paStweven^^nShtSn '" "^'^'"^ ^'^^ fi^'^-
d.d not reach it at all

! They had Shh!-' T'-?. P^^^^^'^ ^t'"-
of assistance

!

^ ° patiently waited till past the need

Child^ rw:fsaTdLfLTr"^^^."^- ^«-d'n^ the fall of Maior
or disaster. sTm^ufht^ had foreboSg^I
the event of his death to out nn hL ^^l? ^f

his companions, in
•t well with the child ? iH well

-' ^?h7
^/.^^osen quotation. ''

Is
earned out His burial took niace on .h^?^ ''V'''

^^^ '"^'t^-^"")'

-nt. Lord Dundonald real^'rh^ ^olettrdf^rthVE:!

III



The Transvaal War
service. Over his roughly - ,nade grave was placed the eallant

On the following day the fight was waged as fiercely as ever so

b'omh ^Tf'l
^'' ^^>S^'-necl. Six field-batteries and four how.tersbombarded the enemy's position with tremendous vigour andh?flicted considerable loss. The Boer rifles were indefSle however and contmueJ their fiendish activity, and the Du chTr G^rn^rn

Son"""'""''
'''''' "''^^'""^^ P^^^^'^^ "'^'^ «-^<^-'y a mo3"

GenS''Harru;;l l!°°h^''',
"^"'^^ demonstration on the right.

H;Mv.L' f •
^^ ^"S^^'^^ contmued to advance, and Genera

of BaSn^^^^^i°'"'' 'r f'^' ^"''^^•S^'--"
^'^^ valley past the Hghot JJastion HilK Here a cleft appeared to opv.n between the riirht and

TT^J }^^/r' P^^^\'^-^' and here the iifantry.^ush nrof pra".cally d.vided the position in two; but it was found that fhe ^eS
h.n.f I

'"'^ """'.; ^^'•""di^ble one
;
that the Boers had secured tothemselves a magnificent point of vantage, whence thev could swPPnthe country and command all the appfoach^wit cmss-fire rndeven with converging fire

; but. in spite of this, the Troops tenaGiously retained the positions they had gained emaiS there

SprIifo/ttt1.:?jrua7;:!-^°""''' '" ^^'^ "^ Center's

Staff—Colonel B. Hamilton, Major C MTiriimr -.„^ r u- t- .

Slrr^'^l^"- g'""'' ""=»" i-!?M G''&„.^'„^/;SrE^T

SPION KOP
On Tuesday the 23rd. the continuous and steady assault of theBoer posttton seemed to be reaching a promising clLax' For fourdays on the heights above the Venter Spruit the EnXh andIrish Brigades had been doggedly moving up and on and hadearned one position after another in the teeth of many guns and in

tadl'h-
°^,^'«^°'"f«7%-nd discouragements multifarious Theyhad achieved a great deal with comparatively small loss viewing themasterly manner in which the Boer guns were served Forrnltelvthe ifle-fire of the foe was not equal in accuracy to their shell firemost probably for the reason that the bucolic Dutchman had los;h.s ancient cunning in wielding the rifle, while in the^nLg^^^^^^^^^^

104
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Spion Kop
o» guns of position he was assiste.l

for marvel and adnuration Thl f ''^''' 30cx. yards was a nr icr

.h= troops m.ra sub ec;5 ::;'',
r^i'l-'^l.'.h. croLt ,7^10^

.nfiWe„„,.oL„t'X,'^,--;n of Spion Ko^tX^il^rj

atmcfetd by'nighrrheT ''-"^'l
-' Spion Kop was , K

crowm^d with sucX X„^^,Wir'
"^••" ;"= «'4 wouM tWoodgate, accompanied bvT„U*^T'.<S°" "«" midnight GenrrM^nd U„eashire /usiliers,The Royal l^D ^If'^"

fo"h 'w'^.r^.^-Jof Thorneycroft's Horse "ndhllr\l'" '^'^Sin.ent, a p„„o^upported by two companies of thir„ "'Pf*" ^oyal EnJi^ei"
Impenal Ligi,, Infantry. °^ "'' Connanght Rangers and'^by the

y up.^t^he approaching multitude was

I II
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discovered, and the Boer picket firiiu> HpH h„, ,1,
crowd pressed on, Coionel^lS neyc ^ft "„tw leadnL thr:™""

^Tcf i?:;eL/jt ^e^s i striS-5

^e?eiv::j„?^:eS:der^^^^^

.0 the™ was virtSaliy onP:"of iff^or ^de rh'^P ^''T ''f^f J"rifles in chorus; bong! bong! went the mm^ \thh^^A ? ^
that reverberated in the hollows of Jhehnirf;

"^^^^ ^.^''°=.Kttrsi'i szSsSBthe patch of earthworks held by our infantry. Under thfsfelrfd

:it%dTr;oTi;i„rst^--s.e'^^^^^^^^^^^^
men was wounded, Colonel Blomfield. of helnd Lanlsh re

p lac^oTa^^^^^^^^^^^^^

umbrellas far and wide. The roar andAe roll 'of fends in furv"rent the clear, m.mosa-scented atmosphere, and made evln .£
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r

Made on the spot by Lieutenant E. B. Knox of the Royal Army Medical Corps.

half hours the tornado pursued its deadly course Death mn.llo

glory m that long, immemorial period. Officers and men alike
107
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l°t\lTJ^uj2VZ''i7 ^''™'i
"«" '"= ^"O- ">« hung

arena L;c™eh*/a„rll° ""'' "PVS'"> *e murd=rou°s

seeing their Lvrage,n«4°t tS:"!"""'"- J"" ''°"''

lield tlie captured trencheraifd the ?/ni. < J u
°" **= ™" *"'

croffs IVIou^nted Infantry ako bided the rttaf'tX"^ 1^°'"^^
and -slimness" they finally commenrL T' *'* S--^^ ^ution
nearer, firing the while anThnninT i ,

•"'=^P, "P "«'»'er and
worse, to rufh AenoSion Hn^ ?' "1" '""^^ '='=""<= ^ ="^de
rout the adven.uLrr;-n"fr"Sv'''Cr' "° ^^^ '°

sweep the ene„,y from the phteau There Syte're •'a°„"d''f[

'"

^gerro^re Te:;:'of'Ss^°^Tls°''f^"«^^^ -^^

.ITt*r.rtelnX4HSieil^^^^^^
caught by a shot and brought to eSh °^ ""'>'• ""'

captu!;itn'ie;h^df!rs«:sT::!;i;:,Jro^^i
t'^"

''^"' '"^

but from the agonies of .hi?st"rrThTX°e wLT ^rd^Their losses were horrible, and so also were those oT TK^ ^^^-

help from anTa ound TndeedTe"sta\Vn? '^^^''^ " P°^"'°" ^«'-

able, the Boers forcing theh- wkv wi/h 1
^^^"'- ""^^ '° ^^'"^"t-

questionofholdinrthehn L"^ '^V^^hread P^h^'^"^/' ^^at the

midday had the Dutchmen retSne^d.Vri;:fthe^

S^eXtpeTll^^^^^^^^^^^
the conclusion.^ From^n^on ill the Tate aLr^^^^^^

to prognosticate

sisted in their desperate efforts to retake the crest of ^^ vn'^'r^u"'-

shallLu„tyns'^wlsh^,t'^rufe^ofte""::^?%rt^^^

day^'o;e'T„,tur„rerthlSs«Sr;Lu.^,T^^^^^ - *e
enemy with h-oulean vigour_withTou«gftL was s^^L ""'

For two hours ,n the afternoon the sce1>e on tie suS of the
lOo
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guns. and numerous other weapons of mnf'"^ ^""f'
^^^ "^^^^^kiss

upon the troops. Maimed and dv in^^ w^
' 7 •"'' deadliness played

as poss^le. General Woodgate bX a. . r"^ '^'"^ «f' ^« ^^«t
Ike a Trojan till struck down by a niP.t

%''°";,^ho had worked
Usually a placid man, he wa^ now L^Pnr °-m'''"'

''^^"^^^ ^° ^eave.
would remain on the field thn i^k?'^'^'>^^' P^'otesting that he
shot over the left eye-^^'^t^'S

h'^
^"^^^•'"g^-sincf he was

had now arrived-the Middlesex DoTsef"'''. f'^'^orcement.
pla eau was crowded-overcrowded =^' ^""^ Somersets-the
aking a full meal. The Boer M"--' m "!f

^^y-^nd death was
Jts fell work at Colenso pen^mblted f^J^^"'^^-^'^'

^^'^^^ ^ad d^ne
insatiable greed, preying^on die n£bIooTo^f°''''T

'° P°^'^'°" ^'^h
and defymg the efforts of our lunner. Sf ""7 '^''^^^^^ ^"^ best,
and the work of the Mausefs ?.,

""^
V°

^^'^^^^ 't- Its work
shambles. Major VValte s rh^^f ?

^''^^^here-the hill was a
lance had drop'ped his"&o h f o tt ^Ti '^°^""^-'- ^"bu!
killed; Captain Murray. ofThesJ. • '""^ ^'^°"'«h J^'^es. was
w.th bullets-he received as manvTs f^S^f ^^^. ^'"^P^^ '•'"^dled
on h,s men till struck down mormllv r.f' f n^^^ '" ^^^^ing
King's Royal Rifles, another hero l^:, S '^T'

^"^^^"^n Riddelt

deSfe;rs.j^^^ ^^^-tCJt^citii^^ifr;;-

broug^'^^htl^KamTmt'er'^^^^^ ^^P-^' -^ then
regiments already on tl, hill were mixed t.n "J"""

°^ ^'^" ^''^''^^'
fate. It was impossible, under the rlro^' f''

°"''' "^^^ ^^^^ ^^n^e
mental control. One un t merged in.n"l?^"'^'' '^ ^^^P ''egi-
directions to this or that unit o? to

'''"°?^''
' °"^ o^*^^'' gave

tents on the far side of tirhilTo ourL ^T^""'. ^ f^ -"-must be there, opened with vo leys at r s '',"°^'u"S^ ^^^ ^"^"^y
puff of smoke, indicating that on7of th. r"

^'"*'^'' ^^^"^ ^'^ ^^^ '^We lay prone, and could only ventnJ u^' S""' ^^^ J"^^ fired,
independently at times wl"en IheTol'r ^kT '"^ "8^^'"' fi-'^S
away and the shells did not appear likel' ,

"^'' '^^'"^^ '^ '"^11

us. Everywhere, however, it wafpractSl ll t^f

""^ 'P"'^ ""^ ^"^°"g«t
o shells, mangling and killing al ?bouTu^ Th''"'',

^^"^^^^ ^'"^^b
ally close to me then were a oartv nfth T' ,. °"'y ^''^^Ps actu-
a ../S^^^.. F Company of the^ i^LdLt ^^"e^^h.re Fusiliers inside
other troops on the left front ^

^'^'5^' ^"d ^ mixed company of
guns burst'near us, and a7a"nce-ctfoTa1 7Z t% '™ '^^ ^^

' * 'relieve, uccuDied hv fMn- *^^„ — '^ "' tiench,
'ng towards Spearmans.

^ *'°°P' °" ^^e right, and look^

109



I,
[

if

The Transvaal War

towards theS Th^yJZ^ °^ ^^^"^ ^^y ^"^^'^ ^^l^Jng
had their rifies

1 ng and d To faTafl"' "u\ "^°^^ ^^ ' ^"^
hands up. Our men n ?hp fr.nl ..f

could observe, had their

standin/up alspcL%tVrn'd7 '^^^^^^^^^^^
are g.ying m. the Boers are giving in '

I d^d nn^^i: u^"^*"^

back into it deaf Prev OU.T ,',?
"'^

S""'^' '"'°'''''"S =-^=™i
saying, • I win" hurt vou ' H. I I J /• S"'"'

'"""= '°»'»--<'^ "=
hfJ rWe. TrmeSkeefy afterwardsihe

fS«'^'="/^='"d jh'-^w down

the bullet going i„ just over and grazing i?,'el"f, uS I ,

"
'"t^"'I fell until midnii;l,t. SubseauenT fn mt, ll: '""'yS- .' 'ay where

passed twice ovlr me trvS^on ,1?
'^ «• "l"'

J^""^^ "^ B»"'
hands, as if they w"re aSTorn„T' "S'

''°'*'"8 "P *='
to be taken in a/ain,Tndt;d^Min^ d ivinglh^bS ''"'''

nothing but the heroism or„ffi..'
7''""' "",'' P^'-^'^tent, 'and

the ovjrwhelmi^g'-rt'Jr'^ oU^TZTi:^^.^^^- -"'-»<'

pracSs d^byl^iZerfSCtfh^ ''*"/™''^ ^°"""-'' "> ^

was practised on some of the nrT/^r.= tV
''"'' ""^'^ """^"^ ^^^^

.hejaws^orth-eenlmtthU-'SaTd'^e-'^^^^^^^^^
no



m this trench,
for reinforce-

Two or three
Boers walking
most of ' ,em
rve, had their
rs—-were then

' I'he Boers
enow what to

lyonets. We
e Boers were
r one of our
al stampede,
ind charging,,

:king several

towards me
threw down

id there was
)ther passed.
>rder to help
[e as he fell,

ike a rabbit,

I lay where
ies of Boers
!ng up their

nen refused
ack."

Over and
he captured
)oint of the
jistent, 'and
e withstood

inued to be
lerely by an
le leader of
t white flag.

'US, he told

lim. Both
:nt a volley

irious trick

ched by an
r position,

g led into

:d to know

Spioii Kop
who this bogus officer might be At fhn^

fToml' r'"'"
"^ ^^^'^ bullets." and sctcerr"' '^^ P^^'^ ^^^^

Irom the adventure. Fortunatelv thJ^
scarcely h nian came whole

had played the trick on them wis hT"""'""!-^^" Austrian-who
fellows dropped down. StranJe fnn

^^^^^^'^^ ^^^e all our gallant
Blomfield. whose regime^one of The^'

'"'' "'^^'"^"^ ^-'-"
regiments present, had done such snlendfd T''

"'^ ^^e smart
o .ts post to the bitter end. I h s^ offirt ''' ""^ '^^^ '^^^^ on
the day, as already recorded, and la'^inftreUteffsst^,S>

Plan of Engagement at Spion Kop.

crJZl ::', '.Til^:::tJ.t\ ^^1^ he was able to
^-on^ side, unluckily for hiLt^f-af^^^'lt

°^ ^he hill-down the
he was a prisoner in Pretoria Tha^iY "^''^ ^^ ^^« ^eard of
marvel. Captain Tidswell on seetc h r T^' f''^^ ^^ «" ^^s a
out witi> Sergeant Li<rhtfoot andT.L^'!.^?.^^"^^ ^°^"ded, rushed
•nto a trench' where he re^ln^/ 'ffh^ "?

""'^'- " ^^^^^ ^'^
During the c.rly nart of H. T u^ o''^'""

^^^ o^er.
3rd Battalion oi the ^K ng's t.?"^ ^^J'l^

^''^^^^ -"^ the
storm the kopjes forminJ^^an ex Vn.J^ r c^'^

b^^" ^^"^ ^ff to
occupy the enemy an™ rdieve th^ '?" ""^ ^P'°" ^^P' ^"^ thus
nver was forded at Kaffir Drifbv^Cnr'", °p H'

""^'^'^- Themr un t by Colonel Buchanan Riddell's
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advancSng ,„ ,|,e fjft' o "L lee f/ ' ^J'"' '^-icke - Copley
when;—at the hasp nf fl.

|"^ .o^^J^-ct vc. J he enemy was everv
Stih .he tro'ps advanced 'X tt " ^'^ ^^^"^'^^^ "P ^h^'sS."
'nch by inch Lm their defence The ho? Z^lu'^^^'^^ "P^-'-ds
near the trenches, and-tho 1'"'^^- ' "^''^ ^^^^^^^ S^'^ered
-pyed the Roers/on and on rn the rLIs"'"''' '

. '"P ^"^ "P-%. .allantly. cha^in, and clU^^^'tTfinaS^'gSil^^'^ihf

steeps. They marched stra'X o .h^ J ""^'"J"-
'^^y ^^^^^^ 'he

a word, saved the situation " No -- """r ,^TS^ ^'"^' ^"d, in
h.s nose than the Scott^Rin^s hdd'TL^^'^' \' f"^->' ^^ovv
and over again showed him t^hat BrkiJ ^ '^''''' ''^"^ °^^'-
both Boer stubbornness and s^innlcom^^^

was equal to
make no lieadway against them

^^"ibmed. The enemy could

granc^^J^lLfcdtr^Xirf '^ ^^t '''\'' ^^ ^^ °^ ^>-
had pressed the Boers umvards h ^Z J^^

battalion in its triumph
isolated. The Boers we^;^;tv^"L;^" be't^^

'" ^'^^"^ P'-^^^'-^X
troops, and as a result of its too fnlt ? ^^" '^'^"^ ^'"'' «"'• own
stood in peril. Seeing their poSion of ?io"'"7"''"^

^'^^ ''Simcm
up to retire. It was%lisgusC heart hrT''''^^' u"'"^".'''^

^'^^'•^ ^^"t
done. The glorious comm^'rSJr .

•^'''"§^' ^"^ '^ ^'^^ to be
reluctantly, n'^oved doTSe'hifthevTaT"^ '"? ?°^'^'^"^'

^'^^'X.
tnumph-moved again to their bivn„ ^'fj"-^^^

'" the flush of
But they were only the first of m''; ^'''^'^^' ^"^' ^iser men
Meanwh'ile the ba'ttle on the greaT M T' T' """ ^'^^^ ^-X-
shells, not alone those of the enemv h / F'' T''""0"%. and
whjch had attempted ^o .slS^^^^^^to^l ^Z^Sl

altogether. AmmunitLn faiTed^ T""' '^''^'^!}9^ to run short
the drama of war can scarcelv h. ^ '^?''^^PPalling quandary in
relief of the plucky randonleheiXf:^^^ Fortunately, to'the
with much-desired water and cartriSs.nH I'l ?T ^ '""^e-train
m more auspicious circumsLS B^t the Rn

^^ '
"""f

^"^^^^^^
of their persistency. Shells hurtW\ . u ,

S^""^ '^^^ none
set in. regiments Ld Stta ion Ind Zl f?

P'^''^""' ""'^ '-^^ '^^^^
mixed up in a surging. stumbHnaZL ""^T' ''' ^^''^ ^^ft were
at the darkness, and^hairo. e^^^^^^^ '^T^'':^

"'"" ^""? '^^^ shots
the bursting projectilesIw^d: tpS^^S^^:^:^:^
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Spion Kop

f^^'^^^^^ the position ofhe costly candle that was bdncr V f
'?'''">' ^'""^' ^orth the vast

be expended? O.^.^^^^^P^^^^y^t^n^^^^ ,J:^No
!

I is^ stated that the decision iJ. • Y'^^- ^"^^'^^r said

It'^rfr '^^l^^^'-^fwithdrau.r tLT;'^^
^'^'^ Colonel Crofton.

the dead lay m crowds, a H stlv f-^''''^"'^ ^^'"''^^^y "hauled-
courage. t had been found i^pS^^^^^

^'^ ^^eir i^,petuous
the enemy s shrapnel and venomous nn

"''^ Sfood cover against
had scarcely been time for tJ Shnr "r ^^f"?

q^ick-firers. There
stone defences-the guns o the f^ h.d

."P"'' '^'^ ^^^^truction ofceasm--and besides this the fr.
^'-''^" ^°° ^'^t've and un

sly art of crouching to cover \Tl ''f" ""^^ccustomed to tl e

tl."h rlt^t^ 'T'^'
-" "hroug ^^ulleys tot"r' '"i^-'^'

^tne hardy Briton always exposed h^.iir ^^ ^ 8^^' ^^ h>s quarrv
that he should make I mark of hfnS 'l ^^^°^S'^ P^^ck der^anS
expressed ,t. " Their courage is hcontl W ' f"'" °"^ ^^ ^^e timeFor th.s reason many of^ the tronX u'

'^'^"^ "'^'^ods absurd^"
grandly defended became n the end tt '

'^"' °"'' ^^^^'^''^ had so
;^'am was appalling to see Thf fl

"" ^'''^''^- The number ofdown as the grass beneath the^sc^ythe^of th'e^

^°""^^^ ^^> ^-^^
nary A blood. The dead 1^,; r. ,,

.^ reaper. h was a
tectio.. of their living conSlVrl^^^ '" ''''^'' ^^e sole 'c^

^^^SltThl'-d^-^tK^^^ the brigades

towards the scene rat?linir^"\"' ^""^ ^"^^a batterv-toil.d
•nto position for the mot^, td^at""^' '''' "'^'^^ ^- to get
^tl'^trng ''pom-poms" of ihe foe pT^^'S^'^^"^^^ ^^te. on §ie
withdrawal had begun. At 7 ^o p\r r\ '''^, ^4" ^«« ^^^t. The
,;«

vord. Slowly\nd in confused\y°"^l^^horneycroft gave^egan to wind downwards and bvnfnl'''" '^^ '^^"^''^I brSIs
almost deserted. ' ""* ''>^ "'"^ the summit of the hill vvas

with stgglTngf^^^^^^^ of the retirement. The wounded
reelmg from loss of blood a fd Ivh T^' ^°^" '^^ mountain-side
knots of men scrambled donV?n"'"°r"- ^^'"^^'"^ of officers andthem not, drowsy. stupefi1diS"s1umhit*;

"""^ ^^ ^"^^"1broke their ankles arrainst hnnuT^
stumbled through doneas andcome in touch with Sr fel^

''' ''"J''"^: before they droDoed^n

^
H
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tn.th f..r XI ^' } ^^^^ holocaust some ca ed it, and withtrutn, tor the mouiunn from morn till n;rrl-.f ,.. . v. n .

to .he L„, and cilkd to' the ?'"rf',

''""'^ "><=.-«. rushed out

manded o„ the hill. Z h°e ate 'w:^! °g^e *et"§ /rsu'^n^r/

^lIww" rT'^ '''P°"'''"^- Thf officer w„. on »1,

«o
^5'^. '^^ g^'|a"try were so numerous that V.C.'s were .jurplv

aod/R^^ll^e^r"^''' " """^"""'"^ ^^^ '^'^'^ traditions oft:

wounde'd ^'"fheir^7o! ^f'% ^""t
'^'"^^ ""^''^^ "^'"^^ - ' Avewounaea. i heir Colonel, the bravest of the brave w^q hl^

f^J on'"
-^'/'^ °^ '"^^'"^ ^'^^ '•^g-'"^"^ "P the steep. He rose

brain Th?' '" '"'.'^ " Tf^^^^ '^"'^ ^ '

shot '^through the

wounded Colo'eTTh'" °^ '?•''
'^^'^i"^ ^^'"P-'"- --e allwounaea. Uolone! rhorneycroft was injured, Captoin the

"
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renches. Death claimeJ this^sSe Ivi ffl"''"t'^^"''^« ^^e Boer
the day. Captain Walter was ki C'bv a he^ ^"'"^ '^' ^""d o
^ Curious stor es were told ,^f !u i^ .

.^-
Colonial solders. sS'^t^l^^^ '' ^'^ ^^-rs to theDutchmen. What thnV dea'Iv n-- T u ?">' ^''editable to the
themselves accomplished tL? I u ^'f^

^''^^^ ^'^ ^^ the IJoers
cleath. These were Uithu.derr^r f ^"^'

f""'^ unfortunates to
corres{,ondent of the Sv tZ ''^1^^^^"' ^i being such The
n;en slaughtered in th s -^-.f T'^'' T'^ '^'^ "ames of twoDaddon .x-I'retoria men f /n^adcMt?'"^'"''

,^^^'1^°" ^"^' I^iv'ue
gullets ,n quantities were used aT '"^ "'''

^''^'^''^''V. explos ve
i.us,hers were both killed b thenf 7"''' ^-"^

t P'-'vate^of le

Tnd T "c'^'"""' ^y 'ho nlycroft's thfl'""^ ^'^.^^ '^^ ^"^^"tityand other South African "frZ^ /'..' '"^P^'-'al Light Horse
ovyu^g to a suspicion ortLnit^or^^^^ ^'"^ to social °fe
geS.m^^^^'yf-'''"S "iZ^' ¥^?

^hjiregiminl:
generally belKjved that many of the •• K i' .T^'' charge was so^Ke of the Colonials, transfem-ng to the^m ^h'- f"?^ ^°^'^^ ^^^''^t?

ST?i;^"^ 5£S{^^ cj-«^^^^^^

then. anVthef?;,v''T^^^' ^^•"-' -''".^ to the scene of . ,
the abandonm^nt^^or^TorKor^ti"' ^^'^^

.^^ "'^"^^'ve mov?so was that of the Boers ^ ^'
^, astonishment was crrr-.f

begun trekking. bdi^T„J -J^^^^ ^f
.'hat the fee had ^rf.Ty

tS n. kt/"^'^P'"^ "^eant mefelv \ n^
,:"'^ '''"'^'^'"^^ tiat they

Retrace its winding way whither it
L^^'P'^''' '^^^'^ Prepared "oThe most gallant and perhans fh

'' ^"""^ '^•'";^' across the Tueelawar was at an end. c^eTer^f Iv""'' ^^[^^<^^o\y feature of^the
'^' -'H and the CcnSISj;Sj^^;- --ell:

J J J.
mvic was no
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nlternative but to again concentrate in the neijrhboiirhood of
J otgieter s Drilt. 1 he movement vva , conducted, under the personal
direction of General HuIIer. with admirable precision and skill, and
though there were weary and disgusted hearts among the bitterly
disappointed troops, they bore their trial with dignity. 'J'hc return
was orderly, and no further misfortune happened. The enemy
made no attempt to interfere. They, too, though successful in their
delence, were hard hit.

The following casualty list represents the cost of the ureat
tianking movement :-^

A'///i-^.—Stafr—Captain Virtue, Drigadc-Major. 3rd King's Royal Rifles—
I.ieut.-Colonel Buchanan Riddell, Lieutenant R. Grand, Second Lieutenant
Frencli-Brewstcr. 2nd Cameronians-Captain F. Murray, Captain Walter,
Lieutenant Osborne, ,7th Company R„yal Engineers-Ma or Massey. 2ndKing s Royal R.nes-Lieutcnant Pope Wolferstan. i st South Lancashire-Cap-
tain Birch. 2nd Lancashire Fusiiicrs-Capta-n Stewart, Lieutenant J. Mallock.

kZT'I ^MTn 'T""'''
^'^'''^. "°"^-Lieutenant Rudall, LieutenantKynocL 2nd Middlesex Regiment-Captain Muriel, Second Lieutenant Lawley,Second Lieutenant Wilson. 2nd Lancaster Regiment-Major Ross, CaptainKirk Lieutenant Wade. Thorneycroffs Mounted Infantry-Captain Hon.

n;„r.nnn; S^^
Knox-Gore, Lieutenant Grenfell, Lieutenant Ncwnham,

Lieutenant M Corqudale, Lieutenant Hon. Hill-Trevor. South African LithtHorse-Major Childe. 2nd West York-Captain Ryall. IVounded .—Staff-^
Major-General Sir E^ Woodgatc ' (since dead). Captain Castleton, A.D C3rd Kings Royal Rifles-Major Thistlethwayte, Major Kays, Captain Beau-

Sin w'""] o-^''-
2nd Cameronians-Major S. P. Strong, Major Ellis,

Captain Wanless-O'Gowan, Lieutenant H. V. Lockwood, Second Lieutcnan

S;,^; n°'V"^n'll
^'°' » L''^"'^"'-'"' f

•
G. W. Draft-e.,. Indian Staff Corps-Major Bayly. Bethune's Horse -Captain Ford. 17th Company Royal Engineers

-Lieutenant Falcon. 1st South Lancashire-Lieutenant Raphael, ist Border
Regiment-Captain Sinclair- M'Lagan, Second Lieutenant Andrews. 2nd
Lancashire Fusiliers-Lieut-Colonel Blomfield (taken prisoner). Major Walter,
Lieutenant Gnffin, Lieutenant Wilson, Lieutenant Charlton. Royal Engineers-Captain Phillips. Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers-Captain Maclachlan 2ndWest York-Lieutenant Barlow. 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers-Captain Wolley-Uod, Captain White, Captain Ormond, Lieutenant Campbell, ist York and
Lancaster-Lieutenant Halford, Lieutenant Duckworth. 2nd West Surrey-
Captain Raitt (since dead). Captain Warden, Lieutenant Smith, Lieutenant

Rrll.^°'°"^'
(Jo'^a' ^f'?J°'-:Gcnernn E. R. P. Woodgate, who was in command of the oth&6' iZr He^coZr ;'f

-*'!'.
'"°°' °" ^P^'" 7- '865. a„l berame Brevet-Colonel 'oL

Z.n^\lS\ ""^.comnianded a Kegimental District from Septen-.oer 1897 to April iSoS •

n,f.no.l,f '•'•'"•"c
'" 'h« Asl'-'nti expedition from September uijs to March .874 also

Tn , rwJjTr' "I
-^""y.^ /^^"'^'^ ''"'^ J^'"^ '878 to November 1S79

;
was Briyde Ma or

Af r.n R
" ^' r°"'

Febriiary 1880 to February 1885. He was employed wkh the \vis[

?re ent a^fhe'r.'nfr" fit' ^J, \^'^V
^^"'' '^-^ Abyssinian expedition in .868 • and w"l

Ashan i %-,?i8y?-;TJ,
^''^'^''^'•'' ^"'

"''V^''
he received a medal. He serv'ed in the
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^The Th.rd Great Effbrt-Vaal Krantz

Major CarteM ThI "H^"""'"' G^lbiitl,
"^ ,^7''*' '^•'PS'" Freelh.

at Colenso had failed-feiled narHv K
''"''' '^'^ ^r^^' ^^ntal attack

MedtrstS^jU'Tht firs -'-P-''. -d hadthat a flanking movemene trulv i^Vf ", "'"= ''^""y discovered
there ,s no flank to a drcle aL ?| "T"''' i™" ^Possible, for

mva^eilfT ^'" ^-^'^'-'y o? hose S'^fr 'P^^'^^^'°" -"^^ravaged by disease, privation, and wTrfi; l^^t'^'^^'"^' thousands,
after day between salvation uid desJnt^-' ^''"^^"gr oscillating dav^heir saviours. Sir Charles Wa ren and I r'

^ ^'^^ "'^^ ^nevf tha^the south of the Tugela. Thrinri 'Z'^'''^'
''^'^ withdrawn toyoes of natural rampart Lyond vvT.'^'f

"'^ ^'^^ ''^•^'- ^o^s aof South African Switzer nnd^^ nf? l^^''^'
^^"^ country-a spSies

'"g^ force. It was foSd thar^h^'p "° ?''''''^^ '^ -" S!
clfeVif" ^'r^^ -f"d'by";.tl?^^'^">' ^°^^'^'^

ongmalh, favourable postoTfh ""'"' ''^'"^ ^'^'- ^'PO" tier on

was ,.ow own^^ tS^Sir^^A^Tllt^h'^^, C^vel^.t .

^^?t-onre.„ee w.th a forest of ri«es at '^^^^^^^^^^

1 1
•

; il



The Transvaal War

Hi

Colonials at his elbows anrl «:nn,o u-
was. while he talked and theT.^ ^""' ""P ^is sleeve." As it
graphic palaver, th:Vo:l' :s£e7rS-^^r^ ''' "^^^^ -^e'

-'

were mark njj out the rhn.V 7 • ^ '"^"' German mercenarip.;
fence, but fo^tCdli:^TtSlT\ T '''' '""^'^^ °" ^
to se,ze against the '' magnanimou 'feV^'^ ^'T ""°^^^ ^'-e
the begnining had decided to alk the I v\ >^'-'' ^'^^ ^^^^-^ ^om
Fronted gloriously by their trateL In

..'"'^ ^"'^^>'' ^"^ had
on "Boer ignorance^' candiSy slfowed ,he'D M ''^'^"!' ^ ^^"-
late of course, for then the trick was n

°"^'^'^"?^" « hand-too
Dutchmen conferred with Sir Alfr.r? mm """^ ^° ^^ taken. The
and to further their main objea '1^'^,^! '^'' ?-•• own enS^
their own territories, and secondll' t^ \ -^^^P '^^ ^'^r outside
phically and by a spedes of V.

^j- ''^"^"^ '^ '« ^^^1 that, geoera
Action.' They%orand man T. 7^ '"'^r^' ^^^^^ knew fo S-'
circular windin'gs. tLTe'ab ost^^^te :°^fe 'n^^^f- '? ^^°- --^-
boulders which afforded eterna cov- . S'"''''''

?"'' ^O"^''- those
arenas of open veldt where aTp^^^^^^^^^^

sniper, those vast
upon by a deluge of leaden h?r,h.T T'™^' "''^ht be stormed
and-seek for eighteen year" Nmt X'^"^ r^^'f^ P'^^^^ hide-
come From the earl/davs when S r h ''^cf^^^e game was
prospectmg the fair land of Natal tlev h'T f

""'^' ^°""^ ^^em
geography. We, to whom the faTr L hll

"^

,^"f
"' ''' '"^''^^te

of the TugJa or the region around k T^^"^'
''^^ ^^'""^y ^eard

known only at the cost of dire e> oeHenJ "4."
n^'^

superficially
aware that the British advance nof^T' ,

^^e Boers had been
would lie across flat fair countrv ani\

''"?-^'^ '^'^ ^ree Sta'e
durmg themonth taken to knZ'th" Brk.T"^ ''^"i

"^^^ ^^^'^^^ ^^at
their positions beyond and ."round -^"^^'f

^^'"''-^y ^^ey must take up
cunning, so amicably pacific the temn

'

r
,'° ^^'^^^"ent was their

they were enabled to^fSlTow their StSc '''' ^"'''^ "^''•^"' ^^at
and plant themselves in firm v rootti ^ Programme in its entirety,

.

The problem of how todlloZft}T""V?
^'^'^''^ °^"- ^'^'^^-^ '^

smith was once more stadnJ Sir^Red? ^"p ^T ^^ '^^''^'^ Lady-
hard and unbending auster tv Arr v ' ^""^^ '" ^^e face with
viewed d.e plan of campS ith dtn-Fs

' "'''^^'">'
^^P^'"^'^' -^o

Ladysmith should have been "efrit ofFh TT -^y^^' ^^e fate of
should have been massed to a comn o, t f'^^'f^^'-

The troops
from thence boldly advancSl inTthe Pre, sVi"'^ V^'^ ^°"^h. and
opmion was the picture of the noble fen S' ^j'K^S^'^^'^ that
leaguered town, a grand British m u'f J

thousand inside a be-
months hoping\ag^inst l/opeIS b-^ ^'^^ ^"" ^''' ^'''

Almighty to hasten the ho^ur' of the /def
' >' ^^"^ Pp^y'"g of the

be left. While he had men andT ''^'';^''^"^e- They could not
go on. But how.P CertSy not Tth^ '^'"'''"' ^^'^ ^'^ "^"^^^niiy not by the newer route. The re-

I ,'0

If
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The Third Grew Effort-Vaal Knrntz

without being beaten, and dTsfppoin cd .1^
'
'"T"^ ^'"^^ ^^^^^Sfrom the road to Ladvsmith ff^ ?

''^ ''S:ain being forced back
was unalterable. SirTedve;s R ,1

'•"
''^"^'""-^^ ^^'^^ in their chtf

P-misin. them they sLtd'be'^ 'TJ,^
" ^'^--d ^is w^rrt:

Bntons to the core, again said in thetfc .< w '\^"^ '^'"^ "'^^T> replace i6oo ktlled anW w^ ^ \^' ^^^ ^ha 1."

-400men had now arrived iZunt^ '," '^'^ '^^^ ^^^'°"«. drafts ofand two fortress guns had st^n .

"'"
^^"f''>^'

^ ^^"^r; R.H A
squadrons of the i4?h Huss.r. f.^f''"^'^ ^'^^ ^"'"^'"y. whi e two
bnnging the strength of irfo^^^^^ '° the ^;valry ,h ^wh.ch had started for Spion Kop Th s w°

"'"'' '^^'^^ '^^ "^='"ber
but Its value at the present tim?:. ,^f ^" 'mposing increase
been had Sir Redve?sSerorS ^^1 ^^/" '' would hav'
complement of men and guns ^! To rln^?" '^l^-

^"^^ ^''h a proper
want 150.000 men," a tactician derU 5 '^^^th'ng handsomely we
heeded Wm, and in consequence of tM^h"'

j,'^^ °"^^^
' ^^^ "obody

tions m Natal had arisen.^
^^'' heedlessness the complica-

-e'he^Jr-Il-jllS^f- -pressed
^^- ?here was not a

bivouacs at night, the Souther ?r ,'''''">'• ^^ ^e lie in our
watching over^ou^slLbtr'wSe'm'^^^ ''r^T' -nstellation

Thf:^m.srJTti^^^'
''appinrrh::^^^^^^^^^^^^ °^ ^-ry. and

doubt wha^Jrtirth rwiuirSi:v"e''r ^'-- - noand the how remained L yet no led ^r
>''"'"'^' ^"^ ^he when

sustamed actual defeat at the hand 'fVl u ''""''P' ^'^^ "^^ yet
losses could be replaced, aTJcret-^J '

i^^"*"^'
^"^' ^hile our

power of the Boers wa nH Inde' S
''^ "'"''' '^'' '"ecuperative

come to the-end of their resources and Ih .T,''
''^'"^ ^^^^^ ^hey had

Kaffirs to %ht for them in ?£' T H^'^
^''^>' ^^""e '^J'^eady forcing

covered that females evc'nl rue to the"^^
•'• ^""''^ °" '^ was dis?

Boer woman-were lend n.?hand jn T^""'
'^''"''"^ '"-*'^'"^t of the

At last, after some d-ivs of itrv -
'Management of the rifle

-ach the i-prrsoned mtltiLdet' L:^^^^^^^^^^
''''''

f^^ ^"-^fioA week of M'aiting and then , ,

>'"'"h was planned out.

^eventygunsdrewup^in
line on tL M.

^'''^"'" ^^^'^ ^^^'ded on.
another gigantic move Tl s Ze^- f"^

'° ^''^P^"-^ ^he way for
«5^upy a hill called Va^I ilw. 'a

^^^'^'^''' ^^""^'"'^ P^an wL Z
^^op and the Doorn

" Kloof rtngef B^jl
1°^"' '^^^"^^" ^pionanges. but after a very short yet

ill I

li
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The Transvaal War
valorous essay, it was discovered flmf th^.
to right of them, cannon ^1'^ of TlL ' \^^^ -""on
the lulls on eitlier side the rnnri .K .

^^/f.^^oers commanded
pass. Not only were there .unso^n^f' t'\ '^'' ''^''P' '""^t
and Creusot cannon fa outr^mTed a^^ 'if'''

^"^ '^'"^'^ ^rupps
brmg to bear on them. The £val un 1 '' ""' ""'"^•'>^ ^^^'^
only barking but bitino- and these ifr^.

"" ''^'^ '^^P^'^'^ ^^ "^t
the formida&e array oftl^Republic^^^^^^

""" "°' """^^'^ '^ "^^'^

The cav^aTr/lfedlr^at^t r;\'" ^^"f^ ^"^"^P^ -^ -^^e.
B.rn.Murdoch advanced^^^r--h7"S^r^^^^^^^^

Plan op the Battle of Vaai. Krantz

sSes^^^i,?:;:;^^!^j:t '^-i ^° ^°^^--'^ d^^^.
inji position commrn ng the'^ri d Sr/.^'^T? '^•^"""' ^'"^^
The Naval guns meanwWIe came n to . "fon ., ir^'^^^'i'

^''^^•

positions, dongas, and trenches^ndT.^ '
• l'

'"? ^^'^ ^""^^
with immense energy, l^^f::^ 1^1.^^:.;.!^^"?;;f'g,'^'^'"g-P'f-trenches were nnief nc ,,c,,.oi

r«.,u;!,.
1 ng Uoers in the r

outburst later o^M^LwT'eThTr''"
themseWes for an effective

Colonel Wynne) were XnciW In l.'
'"^^ ^"^^^'''^ ("°^ ^^'^^^

the mighty orchLirwhiEnS ^'k^m.shmg order to the tune of
spied m/the Boe'' Cms and'di"rffr^''P5^'*^'"^^^ ^^^"«°"

o'clock pandemonium wrunirj-tddrSi^^ fh^'S
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The Th,rd Great EfTort-Vaal Krantz

and 40-poundc.rs of the enemv . .
'^' ''"^ ^^e "pom-poms^

All ^u- I •.
"^"^ original

Shin "f""'•'§ ^^'•^ and intdfc^enr/ .1
^"^^ P"''^"^^ their Jabours

m

i
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The Transvaal War

they came to the last wacrJ,, ^^^„'^
^'"S: Vaal Krantz. Finally

the 78th Battery R.A. whkh vIT T'"""
^^^8^^'°" belonging to

w.ped off by tL enenly '

'CeSsT-the"^''
''""' '^^^ ^-"

shoulders to the wheel md wfVl. •
i ..^ gunners put their

straight through the h y' l7u icLne 'I0 V'"'^^'"^' ^""r^'^
^'^^ n^achine

conduct of the lack T-.r- i

^'^"^,^"^ to a place of safety' Th^
well-decorated tps^^''^'l^^:Z\lTl'% '^"'^^^'" ^^e^alrel ybecame an object of atten on 'nd 1. T" ^"""^^ ''' ^^^^^^"t i^

enemy. Nevertheless S sailo'rs sturL f'^'f-
'''Sorously by the

basket took possession of t£ truculent . •
^""'

T'^' ^^^'^ ^^e
off with it under a galling fire

''''"'^'" '^^'"'^^ ^^^^^L and marched

Doom Kloof had been mrthllv ^ ^'"'P^^^ ^''^"^ '^e base of
efforts of the artillery ^n^dHid'y-'d-rit

^^
,'^>^ ''^^ J-nt

band began to move off from he dttr ^^^''''r'\^>'"^''^"'« S^^^^nt
the road to Vaal Kr-intJ iV

^"^^^^'O" "^ Hunger's Farm on
from all sides the dSy mis leroVZ ^'^ earlylfternoon" but
hooted. Sti: the Durhan/Su i r

""^"'^^ '*'" bellowed and
Royal Rifles on their rfgh pufl ed ^tt"!-.^'

^'^\ '^^ ^rd King's
nve. and up the precipito^l^^ot^'farot L'hm '^7^^

'''"^ /^^

hands and appealed for mercv T^'^
'^""'^ '^''^^ "P ^heir

prisoners, and the British, for the timt S'
""^'^ P'-pmptly made

the hill. But their reign had its d^ f
^^' '^^"^^ ^"P'^^'^e on

the ground, west, easfand nortl^ of Th "% ^"''^"^^" ^•"^^^^d
With ead from their Hfles wh le dl ' ^^''""^ '^^"^ ''b^rally
pounded by the big guns ofThe enemv ^Th"" ^-^ Perpetually
eastern slopes of the l.ill. set fire to th- "

^' "' ''"^^ """ '^^
discomforts of the oositinn hV u

^""^^^ ^"^1 added to the
which choked nnyzzlr6::i^j r'-!' ^pp^"!".? f™*'
men s iwunts. Nevertheless ,he S?''

''"^ """. °' "'« Dutch-
mshed along ,l,e crest a, d entrenchTAr"'.

«"'"'^''' *<= ™^"

.he s„rroo„dl„g ,.op,es .ept'a-:^:;^:^-., Sn^T-^Bt"
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The Third Great Effort^Vaal Kr. .

and other deadly .^^apo' s oft"'"''"" °' ""= ••p"m-poml '
7'°"""-''

snS-so„"o:oii°"i"- «- *wZ.-!i:it^ht\,':\rf "->

was chieflv L .^'," ^" ^"'"^'"y duel of vTl
'^''^' ^'^'"^ J^'"ed.

Krantf fhe fr '"^ ^-•'''"^^ General LvttX °"' "^'"'^- This

£oor;;:H=-sto~^
"- ™^c,;tdTad"^^c"rd"p^'V^ -<'"- Lfd>™;r

hood of tl,e Rri,- t,'""'
''^'i s« fire to more ^J "i"' '° P™«':d

transfer of Ihdr^^ ^f"'"'" ^"^ utSised tife II,
'" """'^'s''''*"-

ind other weapons frn,Sn " ""P ""h the roar ofT>'
''"="=f°''e,

Sparta„jSd£l„:X?'r''"'"'=' "^'om S .H '"(^
'

"'' '"'"



The Transvaal War
atmosphere with cualanchcs of dust, and (,nc of the enemy's
clierished w( apons on Spion Kop whs knocked clean out cf action

Late in the alternoon, the worn-out iroops of Lvttdton's
Brigade wen. relieved by liildyards men. who^ame in fr n a
violent n.glu-attack y the enemy. This in their usual gallant stylewas repelled by th. hast Surrey and the West Yorks-the veteranWest Yorks who had earned not a little (lom lieacon Hill -nuardsUn Wednesday the firing grew terrific. More Ln verabrought up, seemingly from the bowels of the earth ; t vere
posted everywherc-another 6-inch Creusot gun, Maxim .nonstwo 30 pounders, three " pom-poms." m addition to the death-dealingweapons of the previous day. Shells hurtled and burst on hill and
dale, mountain and valley, smokr. fkme. and dust spouted forth,making the atmosphere dense, torrid, and fearsome. Still
Hildyards dauntless bri;. ale held their ground unllinchingly. while
the Naval guns strove bravely, but strSve in ,ain, to tackle thegreat snorting crew of the opposition. It seemed as though theadvance must be accomplished not merely through a zone, but asheath of fire, for the road to Ladysmith was barred from end toend a sheer cul-dc-sac, with Hame and death for its lining

whjS'tVTiP!
1""'"^

'i"^
-"''^'^ '^^y ^""S: tenaciously to Vaal Krantz.wh le the Dutchmen obstinately challenged their right to be there!But nothing appreciable was achieved, and evacuation seemed the

wiser and more profitable co, rse to pursue. By this time it began tobe recognised that the strategic value of Vaal Krantz for turning
the Brakfonte.n position had been over-estimated, and that anadvance would necessitate the routing of the Boers from Brak-
fontein and the taking and holding of Doom Kloof, if our com-
munications through the valley were to be maintained.

1 here was no glory in trying to proceed in the teeth-nay,
into the javys-of so overpowering a foe, a foe who was on the eve
ot outflanking us. It would have been walking into a fiery furnace-into the pocket of he!!. Another council of war took place.
Retirement was suggested. General Hart, as distinguished for
valour as General I yttelton for brave discretion, proposed thestorming of Doom Kop. He and his were ready for everythin <r

:

he had Ireland at his back. But Pat was not to be thrown awayon an impossible undertaking, and consequently the majority had
their way, and the retirement was effected. On Friday the whole
glorious persevering band were again across the Tugela, preparing
to strike out in a fresh direction.

^
The following is the list of casualties between the sth and 7th

oi r ebruary :

—

"^ '

tena^Sf^.'"*
^"'''^'" ^'^^^ Infantry-Major Johnson Smith; Second Lieu-
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Disappointment at Ladysrnith

LasScTf^^^^^^^ r..gerai.,; Captain
Bngade-Captain Thorp; CaS Talbot r1 ^r''*="""' ^PP'^'^^' '«tSe
Ell.s; Lieutenant Sir T.CunniSni Bart ^^h"^"""?

^^'"^'"' ^-'eutena.u
tenant Sms. Roval Artiii,.,., . '^ "" 3'd King's Roval Riflpi. i-
j8th Battery rS' 2Z'%o7,^rk;^:^''^^ ^'-r-'-^^cipfain^Diw :;;

K.A.M.C, Major Rose. * ^"° ^''s' Surrey—Captain White.

Tl f ft
^'^^^^^^N'^MENT AT LADYSMITH

dusL "fgKe&^^'^^^^^^^^^^^^ of January ceased with
moving Ightly among the tranqjTdead ^'hV ^""""'''T

"^ ^"^^'^
serenity, looked down on the scene of r-.rnJ

'"°«"';^"'^ P^le white
st.ll

;

and the dots of twinkling s^fseeSlir '''^l'
^" ^^PP->''ngIy

heaven, seeing and inquiring h?w he hce of
' ? '^""u""''

^y^'*^ "f"
so changed within a day. AndevervJ).^''^''''^
hearts and feet weary with the lZ7 ""'^ '^Tr

"^"^•^•'' '^^J^'"
Hunger, exposure, and long vigils hxd^hf'"" °^'^^^g^""^' hours,
this close and sustained attaf^a^d th;t.^r"'f

'" ^"''^ '^^'^'"^'' ^^^t
on the weakening numbers Lugh'wihktw'r '^

^^i, ^-^'S'^t
bayonet, the trusty bavonet hiH cL i

"""^ '''''''*"^«- ^ "-ue. the
again, so long as JtrenJtTt Td'lX^ut '^r;,'^"^' "'^^^^ --
1 he Russian general Suvaroff once sad " T i 1^^'

•''^'^^°^''^^^-
the bayonet is a brick." He took ^ fZ , ^f '^ ^ 'o"'- but
even must needs have a man and not th^".'"^ '^f'

'^^ ^^^>'«"-t
back of it

;
and the poor heroes in Lndv. f.^^''

^^ "" "^^"' ^' ^he
shadows of the hale and tiuscuh f.n

^ "l"^
'^'^''^ ^'^^^ becomin-

of Talana Mill and b'rokeTthe echo '^Zpt "ff
^^^^^^'. ^^ ^^-P^

of victory. Sadly and solemnlv fh«
^''''"dslaagte with the yell

pathetic work of rLolfS" Iain ^
"'''' '"' themselves to ^the

^^^"^Clll^^^^l^^^o^r medical ofrl.ers rode in
A party started to fuffil Ss s d o^- '

"^
' '

'^'''""'''' '^''"'•

about picking up the nK-lancLly mufh^d f '''^''f 't'>'
^^"^'-'•^^

•n the task, and in some c'ShX I ro^(^''"'f '

'''" ^"^''^^ ''^^'^'^ted

the slain
; conversing the while K 1'^ 'H ^'""''^^ ^"^ ^'"Ty

vvas almost impossibg to beHeve U ev wet ^^'T r^""''>''
*'^^^^ '^

pathetic was the reading of he soU mn\ •
^'''^'y. '^^"'-

^^^'^Pb'
landing officer, for liritons and iCers s^ood? 'f

''"'

-^
"^^ ^'^^

^*
'"^-

I^t;^. a quaint, simple. eari^ir'tS.^^:^?^^
^^^llj^^^^^

--srne^s:^;:i=^
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The Transvaal War
-orcl ^sS" On^ore'd'''";,

'" ^'^ .^^"^'''"^- °f ^he Boers
rather the ^nU^Z^ IT"''

''''' -" hospital, or
another they would treu t^ wounl ^ u

7'','"' =^" hospital
;
on

sideration. For instinr
^»^ wounded with almost brotherly con-

wounded on Janu^ ; 6* aL 'Sbl'"
'''?, '^^'^ ^'''''''' '^^^ --^

a refreshing a^nmt 'of'i3o"'n,:^^S""lti±^ T""^^
^'^^'^

he remained at his post till da k md then ;
^

,
",' '" '^'"^ ^'"^•

his way to camp and win orp!! V u '" '''"-' S^'^^'" mistook
He was captured and Swd tMI ^ ""•"

"""Tn
^'"^^ ^^ ^he hill,

dressed and cared for Th^ 1 '"°'-"'"g:. while his wound was
a tin ofjam and a bc^; of cho ohtr'^rf ^^'^ '" "-^"7 ^"-'"^^ ^"'h

British 7.Pounder Field-Gun.

hailstorm, the Boers. shou&TSu h tfc '" -'\ '^''^ ^^ ^'^^

them, stampeded, and conseque itlv f h. J^f
roomeks were upon

devices, rfe theVeupon°r:;in:3'tL';r;r" "" '^' ^° ''^ °^"

Th^ i:.r::^^^';^S o^^ir'T' ^ ""^'-^' -"«'^--
and deliberate, some of them doinaT;

Their demeanour was cool
in a half-hour's nap under cov'rTf^he rocks' AH?."'"^

°^^^^^ P^^
were made with a view to sDendinnr q. ,^

^"jheir preparations
tents were ready to be S H

^-
v^ '? ^^adysmith. and their

possession of the Hd.e Tl ev inZr f '^.^ t?'
'^^'^ ^^'^'^"'^

would make a renetS of Mni K ^ '"'^^ ''^''^^«' 'hat they
tactics were identS wTth th "^ ^'' """^Z

^^^ ""^''^^'^ 'hat their

Curiously enou'h an ex eelI- f'''" °" ^'^"' ^'"^^^'^ ^^^^^^'O"
to hand.' A rifle leaHnTHvxrrM^^^^^^^^ "i

'^J^^^ ---
the 58th Retriment w,s fn, n^ V,

-'^'''^ ^"^ 'he name of
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5 of the Boers
an hospital, or
n hospital ; on
brotherly con-

jssars, who was
prisoner, gave
lot in the arm,
gloom mistook
ide of the hill,

his wound was
n'p armed with
lilar experience
J \yas wounded
•rning, and was
half-way down

he fnc//e that
thick of the

ks were upon
ft to his own

il confidence.
3ur was cool
le others put
preparations
ith, and their
ad obtained
:d that they
d that their

fic occas'on.

tajuba came
lie name of
id evidently

Disappointment at Ladysmith

l"v,n.r resuscifatcd the fortunes f./p ,?'"'' "' London socie v

was moreover a crpnof. I f • 'S''ten nL' of snnil i.-r ti

was precarious, and Tes th- .^^ "'' "^' '^'^'^'^ ^^ "ative runners

-- H!;;::tdt^- i^-eiLS-L- -if«.•« enjoyed was due to some Sv^""'"'"'
'""""' "'« ''« quie tte

of January were worth os a do
4'"' ^P- ^'--'^

^^J' the middleCondensed milk was sold^for xos "V"' t'"'
''''' "" ^^'- '-^ fn

approachmg despair had se tied on .h^ "I^P'-^^'.'^S: apathy almoston for three months ..„ce the hid hi
^^'^^'"'^y- ^' ^as goin

'

Horld during which their losses T '''"' °^ '"'"^"^ ^he o5ts 3fwounded, and missing, yet thev u
"^ ^'^ceeded ,500 i„ ,].l\neach began to wonder^'-hethe T- h'' ''%-"'r' '^^^<^- "deed'

Reserve) of the 7i;,es 0//Z^ u.^' ^"^ Lieutenant .Stabb (Nav iwh.e young Ferrand, 4nSe^^^^^^ and a trooper of the LH t HorsoTuP""^"'".'
"'" ^^e J/.^S

Hut soon a change came.'' SouncTs 'f '" '?'°" ^" ^^^^^ ^^h-ea> shears now well attuned to dl H i ""'"'V.^' S:^"^ ''^•ached theirnews by heliogram came slowK t'd'Tr"^'"?
"°'"^^'^- Thoug

Thev
'^"' '^"^^'^'^'"^ ^^•''»« '-Afloat '' ^°"S: mtervals. all we^eine> were soon wild uJtN •

only could Sir George Whi e's 'Sf''"r '
'"^".^ -"^icipation. Not

^> -,. .ey eo.d '^^^^..^^^C^^J^^^ U,

! 1
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Disappointment at Ladysmith
by the \aval iruns frnm tU^ • .

concentrating, their^energl^t"^"; ^^^ ^^e Dutchnlen ^^Tjtroops on the Upper TujFeh ^nW^ .
^ movement of the Hn'ti^hwestward to J,^, ,he cfemand on th

'" ""'^ '° "^^^"^ reinforcemems
strengthened their works on th^ T ''^I^^^'-ces there. But thev

Inlense was .he i,„eres. dlolaved Jl^'''" >f
'"'^ ''" "le lown

;tsf.:il°i:''^4«;h4 ja„ua,,:t^i gSen;f„^tx"

<o ruffle .he' J^Sl 1 rhr^^^ed' L*?^ ^^-l-M^o. r^eS

vuuceaiecl, he spent twentv-fnnr i,^,
''^^ irom Chieveley, and here

Meanwhile with the rumour ^TkS "'^''' ^"^'^'"g but safe
It contmued to increase as^he tt^U^ '"• '^^ ^'''' hope revived
^J-ound the town became visible hf P°',"'°"^ ^^"^ ^^e heights



The Transvaal War

•saying. w«h grand ,m esrTc "o - -

'" '•"'''"• ''^^•'''' ^^'''^•^•••^•'•.

the fioers Lid b^^^ T\J.u7 "'''^'"^-
.

J" 'he distance

waggons, and towards the e en^^ h1'1''"^>'
'"spanning their

northwards towards Van Kee.ru •?
1^^^^^

T/*"
''''''''^^'*

^''^'^'^'^k^
rife, and subsequently on the ith ''• -^'"'^ ^conjectures were
Surely the British wL ?n possess o^ors'^ ^'T ^V ^'r'^'

^''''^

they were misters of the sitE^f^ v •
P?" ^"P ' Decidedly

lightofthetelelcope loerc n^^^^^^^
'" '^' -'•<

H^'"-'
by th^

cover of the great hill Bo(^c Crie u
'^''" "" '^' P''""« ^ ^'"^"er

mean? Had^he BoLs^o„e u d I.T ^'''"'l^-
^^''^^'^ ^"^''^' ''""^

their victors? or vv "rrtLfmer: • • r'*''*^'''^'''-
'" ''^*-" "^^"'•'^y of

nightfall, and rerove their v.ble^'''"? T'f'V''
'•^^""' ^^

were to be viewed nu,unteLn £^^^^^^^^
pass, and also winding strinLrs of u-^^IT ^ ^r^""" o» the
in the same direction S ."l^ he rTclF ^'"^"'T^

''^"'''" «'°"- «''v
fell. The suspense grew mor^indm^^^^

"."^°'^^''- N'k'lA

TheBoers^:::^s?::l:;;£:;eefa:1^,'"- -"^' --
.

LUsappomtment may be borne with i slin«, ^r •
,jnner machinery is well oiled ...f , •

i u^
^'^

^P""'' ^'^^n the
had no such source of fortitude T '"';.^"^'2'l

"'" ^adysmith
sumptuously, at least or-icSv . k""'

'''^>' ^^^'^ ^''''^'^' ''" "ot
turned out whole affr^m ^t«o ^r ^T'^'^^^"^' ^^'''«^'' ^^''e
and on fairly nourishinrso.m wh; 7^

"'"^ .^^'"^'^^ ^'^ ^'^^ troops,

but of civilLd fo'xlK P^s^;^^^^^ ^'^^ --e way
36s. a dozen -ind •• ? • • .

^'^^s had now gone up to

purchased^ '.sT'TheiTxre: ^^r' rf^'f '^^'^ -"'^' »-
a varying dietary of horse a^^ 'ml "m-

"'"''• ^'«'' ^'"^^ "^^'^^

were sold at a proh bh°ve nr .. ?
obligatory. Vegetables

for and fetched /Tjf o that < hutrl
'' ""'^ °

^t'^'^y
^^« '"^•ffl^''

their misfortuneiat^:,npurchasa{i^
''"'"^' ^'^^''^^'''^ ^" '"^^^

Warre'n. aLr^ hddTnj'so.^'n 'k
'"

h^"' -^^"''^ ^^ >-"-d. that
in undisturbed oSSi^n^of their''

''! ''"''• ^'"^' '^'"^ ^^e Boe/s
As ill th^

"^^upaiion ol their commanding position '

garrtn^'lj'^LT".:^ TheT^VVm-rf ^^ -r""'"--^ ^ ^'-
of the capture of Spion Top h^^^^ ttT '" '^" ^^''^' '^'"^ "^^«
therefrom was publish^ed in geTera tde : STr'"^ '^^'T'^"^each other, that none sho. M 1 .1

"';^"'^/aces turned from
tlespondency. Intense hSbll. I

'''' '"^"'""^" «^ ^is own
habitants when they hadtJZ f "''^'T " ^'^^ ^"^'"^''^ ''"-

.uns. seen the spla^t^ ^l^^jjl;:fe^^SSr^;^^ ^^'^^^'^

1 .10
spnijts
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Lord Roberts at the Cape
"' smoke that suok,. f

*

woeful n'ewt^^'.:'';!' ''^'""'^'''k^ '^^'spens^ .

' ?' """"T
^""<^^-n.ed.

!fey longed. i;.,„. tL pAJe f "'V'''"''""'-'
""'" ' .t W ,

"' f,

"'

»"u.. Ami (.cho answered—\ViK.„> '"^""'elvcs.

On ehe ,0,1, ';',r;

'"""=''•'.=* " •'•«'= CAPE
received by Ge, 'en Si/'

'" p'^ '°'''' Xo^erls arrived H

.^;oc.i;;,r:/;^;ps-ofbe«e.

orlistit-
=

'^H^' SnJ-irlf^"" "s
been his 1^=' ''''1''"8^ "^'^^'-e. In some rl

°"\P'^^ ^ '"^'"gs

J ^ ? v--\v J CIS".



The Transvaal War
0,1 the 36th of January (icural Hrabam arrived at Queenstow..

(.atacre .s disaster
""^r^. "ic scene ol Cicneral

TvPB OF Arms-Xkw Xaval la-Vovsutn Fiklo-Gon.
(rhoto, Cribli, Southsea.)

tojrether on service nf ,11 ;.

"«-neni tnt army than employment
learn to aoorec te LI fl

'^"'P^r"^ P?'-^''. «nd that these would

which wouWhav!^ far re. h-""'
'"^

/^'^"V7
^^ '^P'"^ "^^ comradeship

strangeryenouLh^hffiVst v'?^r"'?V u^*'^
'\"^'"'^^'^ '^'^^ '^'^'

agotSfight Ke D.^rh ^"i'"'^.^''%''f'^t
home three hundred years

from thV Spa, Lrd^ '''J')n tl?''''""''
-""-^ '"

V*"" ^« ^'"^^^ I^'^^^hing

equally brilHan mr "

in ^Iw-'l
''''''"^" ''^"^ ^""'^ ^^^e an

Siuth Africa ^ estabhshmg peace, order, and freedom in

The members of the corps were delighted. Colonel Cholmondeley
• 32
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Lord Roberts at the Cape

P^l;?"'' «u!d*^c::UT,;ffej'f ,
"""ouncen^en, .ha, Generalenhstinor n Brahur,f'o o ^oionial corpc. Th» ^1^

'general

and o.hioft^L H^A^ntot'^d"-^' "°- B-^^^^^^^^

1 he volunteers «ere mostly weluSS' "'P' «^ « su,irior one

. 'S"^s ^'een rumoured that fhTn'-l^^P^'''e"ce.
'rregular troops have not alwat7h '"-^ ^'^^^''^ ^"^ those of the

chan„:,er and good eduS fc''^ t"''
'"""^-ce, men of hW

weWed together?: I'sTsir'^Lt^ "- R'5;Xu"rl\ri:

.t?,?""
°^2ive and tak^is ,he™X ,'"?

'"''t'*"''™' '"an, and

"

""""^"'' """
'° "•«

f-^
orcott' t'hetVs ir^

In

11



The Transvaal War
representative of all the corps—volunteers irre-rn.Vrs ^^. ti

I .r^U I f'
'''°" '"^Wr«:ciation of the services of "he Colonhls

appreciatio,, of the useful and wo?k™„E 'irol eharha7he
"

dent-^'oft Tr„s':^affiX«0™S''F™?Sr«e^arL^^^^^ ^'-
was published at the Tar^^' t^

, '^'^ ^
"^^^f

,^"ip and Lord Roberts

by unprotected women and children nVvI 5/ T ^""^Soods therein, where-
shelter. This happens not only fn places ^^^^^^^

°' ^^od and
British officers buteven in Panl ri^

wliere barbarians are encouraged by
where white bWgLdsco"„,e?utS?h"e Ih

''/^ ^T ^^''"^' Freeltate)"^

intention of carrying on generardevastTtionwi^hnl'f
"'^ ^"^ *'"^ *^^ ^^'^^"^

the custom of war and without n anvw»vf"-'^- ^''^ '^'''°" recognised by
earnestly to protest agab t suci prac'^^i^es'^''

"'"'"^ ''" °P'''^''°"^- ^« ^'^^

^C^y^
Mr. Kruoer's Autograph

In reply Lord Roberts wrote :—

with^L'Sit"uctroTp?o%rrco^^^^^^^^^^ '>''' ^"'•^' '-P«
with brigandage and d^evaSon Sse harlsT^^^^^

S"' 'r*".'-
""^ ^P^^'^-^ -^^ - mentSned revidenc??; Ji" n'^T h'"'seen such charges made before nr>«, ;„ !,« d

^»"uence is given. I have

134
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Lord Roberts at the Cape

the invaders K Irh'"""'" ''^'^^"se they rSuled to k^ ""''^ ^"°"' '^^'^

their sovereign cointrv b'vTh
' ^° '"^'"P' '° forS m^^ ^^^ 'Tj^'f''"''^ ''^

and children had tnu ^ ^''/^.^'^ o^" spoHation and e?n. .=•
^

V/^^^ ^g'-^'^st

those who were forln' "'""" ''°'"« °wing to such oo''°"; •

^^"' "^omcn,

private property T h!.l "^^ '"'"'"y as possible to Ja~,f i
•
.""^ intention

JVleanwhi'Ie thf^ Ri-iV.'oi, r^

in

U5



CHAPTER VII
THE WONDER OF THE WORLD

" Forty years had I i„ n,y city seen soldiers parading,

n ith her nuil.on children around her, suddenly,
'

At dead of night, at news from the south.
Incens d struck with clincli'd hand the pavement.

^^}^°^\ electric, the night sustained it,

r,ll w,th ommous hum our hive at daybreak pour'd out its myriads. »

T
—W.M.r Whitman.

HE eyes of Europe, and indeed of the universe turnerl

cen.,. was-pres^red'a-tet ^^ndf. ^.^^^^

Whence in he h?storv of heroT.' '"'T. t^"
^^«^'^^''' Country ?

brothers, whom we h-ifl .,.,.„, . "
i.

""^ "'^''^ men,
heard, rishi,^° to our side nflue^r'

1"^°"= ""T"? ''^ '""i ""<=•

landowners i„= the d"t:m ^1 rnfofXTuefn'^S'ro"""'""'"'

in the cause of the Em.^l""of'' ^'i'
''"P^-'"'i '<> wu. laurels

rubbed ther^,^:^ ^^TZ.^Z"''"c^,r^:^::'^lTT' '"'

youth and the finest traits of tlie raS„F«^n.i; • ? ''T""'
"^

clamouring to defend her in 1 er hfu o S ySTI '"""''"^''

-the Powers-did not curse, they walked warilyLd io" leredT"*""
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The Wonder of the World

India. 250
;
lotal. 29^"o This trtm'"'J'

'^°' ^^^ ^eallnd. 7/0the Transvaal force was a m.t -fi

''"''°"' '"<=''ease in the si2e of
-ge. While it coU: tedX^"'fe""stT^^^^ '°^ the'^wo d athe history of the Empire itleft^tuTu- "u'^^'^ concentration in
Malta. Crete. Barbadoel Be Juda Cevl'''"tP^'^^''^'^'«"^ •" ndiaand elsewhere, if not adequatdl I./ I

^ """' "^"g-Kong. Gibrahar
-nstance. in India aloneTe 7ad ^1^'' P^^'''!"""^ defended Forwas composed of forty-sev^n battal ol %"^^c^'^ ^'''^'^h army. It

mous Indian Army, of whirh fi,^
""ery, not to mention the pnnr

;'the finest cavalry' i^^^'woS-.^trtr;^'^' ^^ ^-^ CuTon
end of our tether. ConscriDtion w.e i^" "^^ ^^''e not at the
resources had barely been te«ed

^^4. ""^^"i^an" of Our mil tary
British flag, love for the Mother r ^^ "^''P'^^ ^^ 'oyalty to the
uphold he? rights, had nofbeen confi"'T'

""^ ^" ^'^^^^ ^e ire to
colonies. Small contingents for Soufh" A r-°

^.''^' ^'''^^'ns larger
Jamaica and Trinidad !nd e sewher^ I"? ^^^ ^^^" offered 1,y
acknowledged, had been refused ^^S " "^ '^^'^' ^'^^"gh gratefully
gents were not lar^e enouo-h ?^' ^-^ '" ^^'^^ where thi comin
-.ght have been tr?u\l" i:;^,L^rv"emront''"r ""•^' -""^-e

i he growth of ColnmM r.fe
'"^^""^nt ol the force.

oth of ^ly-Xn QueS,.fc°',='^=«™5= from the ,ime-,l,e

1 2th of July, came a telearam frnn, i j rP^- ^*o days later the
that "offers have been Sd from Vnf ^'^''^yr^'

Victoria, say ng
Africa." Five days passed Then L off '"''r^^''

'"''"'^^ '" Sou fMalay States Guides arrived the hTk^^'' °^ ^°° '"en from the
however, that he could not s'oare t^?

^2!!]niissioner intimatino,
from Lagos volunteered on the , Jth nTi ,

^^'^^ ^""^^-ed HausSmonth New South Wales offered 186^^1^' ^" '^^ '''' ofS
officers, and men. The offer of Hoi l?''" "^"-^^'"'"'ssioned
tember was followed by New ZeaIanH^"p°'J^

°" '^^ ''^' of Sep-

Austr'r
^'•""^"^^^ ConLge:^^.^'^c^i"^,h^^^^^^^^^

On h "t""^
^°'"^^'-^' ^nd on the h Tfl ^- ^'S*'^^'- ^^ternOn the 13th the offers of trooos from c: u a^"'^ ^'^^''^d her unit

gathered'to^eZ;
? ;t:erfofTr^a common centre by the tie of hloS !?T"^ "«''» «re drawn Safar quarter of the e-fh ,h . ,

""<• "'^ P"d= "f it—dr-"„
°f British coloniLtS*' 'fe '? t-TalKf '> "?r"^ '^'-Ph

7
taiked-of consolidation of the

III;

r

Iti

ri



The Transvaal War
Anglo-Saxon race for the welfi
longer an idealist's dream; it had'"be
reality

!

ire and freedom of humanity was
come a

no
livmg and a lasting

FIRST CANADIAN CONTINGFNT

^^^;"&^X^:^z^'i:i'^^^ Fro.

3trength and ^rowtl, of Canartseftm decentr^f"'r^'"'^
^""^^ ^'^''^'•«

gauged :nSTrhe\S„re.K /°'"' ^'-^^naid, who
expansion of that sentiment and S^Hn!^f.?'^f''"°^' P'°P''^''''-''>"y the
looked for in the f"turr I onfof'^ir o^o cLfeH.lT'°^ "'^^ ""«''' ^^

"Some are apprehensive hat the hr r r^'""^
speeches he said :_

will hasten the tiSfe wherwe shill be Se?LT ^""'TV^'' ^^«"federation

have no apprehension of thltS I htli. /^n u'"
^'°*''"'' Country. I

I believe that as 7e grow stXer as Z^''
"'

'

^'^"^
"l^

contrary effect.

union, our population. "aL" trSlo;'nrem':rouVreSces'';^' IT ""''

position among the nations of the' world she wMl Z il „' '° '"'"'^ °"'"

us tiian now. I am strongly "f ZnS'nlhJ ^^ '"« ^'"'"e to part with

Wulation and strength TnglLdwirrre see Te^H^ ^T'' ^ ^'^ »*°^ '"

the alliance between British NorT America and JeS?*'
^'^ "'«'"'«''""g

.magine that when our population. insteaTof 3 50^ oi wS he f^ ""^ °""
will be ere many years nass we ylr.„\/vZ

-J'SOOiOOO wiJl be 7,000,000, as t

sever the connecUon wUh fc^Kla^d The rj'"'
"'°'' ^'"'"^ "'^'^ "°^ to

state. Gradually a different coEl svim •^'^^l^''^^''^'-^ "°w in a transition

come year by year less a case of HeZi ^^'"^ developed, and it will be-

protecLnontiepartoftheMother^^^^^^^^^ °", ""^ P'"' '"^ of overruling

cordial alliance. Instead of Tc^kbeuoon^^^^
"'°''" ^*^^^^ ^^ "^^^'thy and

England will have in us a fr e^dlv natfon ^JL^^'^'^l'^'^''^'"' "'ony,
peojV. to stand by her in No^h tm^rS^y^c^^ Tn war'"'

^''" ' ''^'''^

Sirfeer£Iu?rrredThr/amf ^°'" ^^^P- Sir Charles Tuppe,
Great Britain ha"rb;,ttTo1d'S t ^Tha^n^S rhehrd'ofr^

assertedThat'

out to meet it with firm and cordial grasp
'^'^ ''°"''^ S°

anSa-s;restten'S:x"ic?e5 h?r^o"ac^ Sh'eTd'^ f^'
^^^^"^ «

for the idea of participating irthe active aff^t^ ^f^,.^"1,"°'. Jt"nP to action,

dawned upon her, but, the opening once l/r °V^,^ ^"^P'""^ ^^^ ^''^'<^^^y

herself of it. Great thrneshZr^n ^^^' ^^"^'^^ '°^^ "o t'™^ in availing

Which has astonishS ttSivtre cTmtSinTsim"pt tlZT'
"'°^'^'"^"'

certr^oltd^CesVf^S^^^^^ ^ smal^ctudTnThe hori.on. a
regiment for Po2ibfc4e''^i^' S^ut^ Mri^; "'l^sT^^^^^^^^

''%' \^°'""^^^'-

expressed himself. In answer to eneS; /"fP'^'"^^''' 899 he openly
"unless the Government of the DominronTv. 'T™°"V'"3"ce he wrote, that

its duty by the ImpeTfaTGovernmenT he wa'^i^^^^^^^^
'° '"

of Which was to asSst in upbuildin^g-^h^eyritirSpl;; ^^^ SeW^^^^^
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to one's ("cllow-countrvnipn nx,^r, „.
possible sl,ouId result"^,, tile outbr rfo^USv'"'

'"'^ ""' '' ''"'^' ^'^'^y asdca, to use the popular phrase ''^ht" ':',,'"''"'''"K « -^^^rps.'' 'J cIJom.mon put their heads togetiS wUImL '
. f^ ^''^ notabilities of cCanadian Military Institute in TnrAnT

'^""" "'''>'• '^•'"•ly as Oitober ^ .
to the British Infperial Governme^rin'uT"' '" ^""^^ ^ cj>nadian Con i,", the Boers. It was also suggested ;'d rZ V °' '"^ ^^^•^ '^'""king ou wi hhe expenses of the Canadiarjoming^nt S'tl. T"'T'i'' "'^' "'-."

all

of th ConTn^^nTf^il n'^^"
'°^"^ '"''- "^^00 erltt '£"'

'' °^^^

reservations— First, that the force ni^^H c .^ '
^''° accepted it with twoSecond, that half the expensLTtheTnnl."'^ "''"''*' «'" '^ n>cn o„ir

r:™"Ta. .:?,,;::>„& iS"f--" ™oS"'JsS"'

and equipping of these 1060 x^lunte^'rs s^catterTH
'° ^'^ ""'^^'«- The enroh nfmiles of territory, was accomplished in li;*!.,."','"

"'^>' ''^^ ^^en over 35^

Played its 'VV^TdSa'^re %rwSd"s"^'Mtr ^" ^''^ ^-'"^- ^i-fort, professional men of standing famS^^.n.'"'"*^ '" '^'^"^ss and coni-the fore and volunteered their seA'^- ^ >
"' '""""'^^^^le ties, came to^ovement by offering faciit e o7Cset,'nV.7'°^^r ^^^'^'^^ '^^ 5" "d dEvery soul insisted on taking hV.u ^^"'"^ 'hem who might care to pnliJf

could not volunteer united n?5 I ^^'"'^ '" "^^ Imperial doings Thlc .

gifts on the battX "' TheSc:S'an7"' ^'r' '''^^ Sal^-by^showeSe
at their own headquarters with a sum i'" °^ ""^''y ^onipany VereS "d'n each case of substantralvaJuc nf '"°"'^'u

"''>''"« ^'^•^^''ding to ?^^^^^^^^^

Every officer received froti pubhc' .nh
"°"."-'''"'io" to their warlike needs

rlie^Ba" rr?;
P"-'- --f p ei^^^^^^^^^^

a field-glass, revot^and

^en o'n^tfse°ail^o;:r'l^aSd'H^'-^ ^^^^ Se tieJt^'?-

no mean undmaking buH?
"°" ^' Q"ebecof the composite ba^t.l-
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common love to their real o^ thdr adopted mXEnRllndTnTEnr' .' "n
"

and the bed of ocean bv electric rnhUo «,;.k n > V/ .•. ^ .

railways

crush a despotism under the form of a republic
"

"'°"archical form, go to

arc privileged to go forll, under the flag of our Qu«° and tl,rEn,mVe ,;,^l!

S^5u?p;;;9.Ji:rr?H^'^-^:J^.;;i:'-^
by community of race, by commerce, by railways and bv -Me^ .« t hi §!now .nto an absolutely indissoluble bond by the^vofuntary slcriLe o^^

Jourr Vrri^.T^'''- -^° -^^--y departure ol^trps'o he rltisyours. You are the pioneers ot a new era in our history. The imnortanrP nf

b
'•

T„'thT'p!°
'' rT^'"' ^"^ "^--^ *''^" ^- the iJlportancrort^e greatb

.
^ ,n the Plains hard by, according to numerical commutation. We hTvea.
'
n step. ^ step on the threshold of another century, which is designed n

liv .,
' -•

""^
'u

'^^ ^j^''"'^"^" °f C°l°"y and Motherland, and wflSnal Vg.v. t
,

vc,cc ... he conduct of the Empire. Surely, to those goln^ fort^i aschi.,,,,:..- n.. . uoblecai)^', I cannot do better than to commend fo vou individuctij. ri:t .,,,tchwordof ^-'-ael's-nay, of England's strenSh' The F^^rnl?r;
IS ury refuse, 'and underneath are the everlasting Sf'' The?e' ^°^
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M TORONTO,

First Canadian Contingent

ThTZ\^i ^°, '°"'^ "^
T"' •!" '•^^ irksomeness of discipline, in the pause before

of duty-w,
1 come back to you with the comfort vvhici, even the bravest needand you will feel that in fe and death 'the EtermI Cnri I

oravest need,

underneath are .he everlasting ar„,s.' "rhet^S^ kn^.t's ^f o d "oSerTte

iri'^nr'toTatrTcoV: "d"*'' "™T' """ '"" ''">""""-Sn
B^,pyj'^rSsj "^.tt „ra'« ,'iT,„r,? ;r:t Za- ^^.-i-

a^;p=srorcird&r-eS,-L-:,-
wuhout artificial courage. Let the talk at mess and in camp be cLan and abfveall remember to pay regularly the daily homage of prayer to your Heaven vFather. Do not be ashamed to confess Christ before men " ^ "eavenly

rhese heart-stirring words found their echo in every breast-the preat bodvof patriotic volunteers was thrilled through with the ambition to do gfeafdeedsma great way to go forth and write their names in blood, if need bfalonSe

a'nt Mn' ~^"''"^ the Canadian Militia, commenced his insp« ,ona
1 1.30. At noon the Governor-General, the Premier, Sir Wilfred Laurier and

i^mcTlrr^U
'''

""'"^rrri °" ^•^^ ^'••^""^- "•« Excellency adSssed
and men of th T ' "C^^^"^'. Otter, officers, non-commissioned officersand men of the Canadian Contingent, I congratulate you on the splendTd

:fTrTpr:Lr;i;;ro;"s: ^t^^ct:neT'^o:^r"terci-''^
^^ '-'

oitv Tn i
^'^ "P°". ']"'°"' S'"^""^' ""d^-- the ramparts of the dd

Si of t£"'l"'-
^"''°"'?.'^^^ by celebrated battlefields, and in an a mosphe e

lih Ll '^ "T."
'"^'!-°"' °^ '^° ereat nations-nations who, respectingeach others warlike qualities on many a hard-fouffht fieW ha... nl!., f

in common loyalty to their Queen and^Emp ess/ \lurcSpanes have °^^^^^
gatiiered from British Columbia to the Atlantic coa t from^he e tiers in he

and f;;,mr oldV"' !'r ^%'^JlS^--^
Ontario and the Marit.S Provinces!

Se oZ-ln flmTh
'^''":''''°[^"'^'\ '^^'^y '^t^'-^^^"' "^^ manhood oftne Uominion from the west to the east, but, above all, they reoresent tbespontaneous offer of the people of Canada, British born and French Canadian

Tc'ss^thelSler^of c\' ^T^'^
°'

^--t^,'''
''^^^ ^"^-" noTnclStion to

Sed that their l^v.I ft-

/'' /f«PO"^'b>'ity; they have only unmistakablyasked that their loyal offers should be made known, and they rejoice in their

Ttirhis^rToT"- p" ^° '°';:^
i""'^'

'"^^y •-- <^p-^^ " -" ci,aptin the history of our Empire; they have freely made their military gift to an

CSl a™v ' 'The^!
'''

^""'T^'
^"' the'dangers, and the','[o'ri?s of a"imperial army. They have insisted on giving vent to the cxoression of thnt

Z^T'"'-rT' ""'y ^'^'^'^ "^y- P-l^'-^P^' hereafter provrmorTbfndLgthan any written Imperial constitution. The embarkation of your force, Colo e!

?Se O? ;ie
""' '

T'"°'"''r'^
^^^^^'^ '" '""^ •^'^^->' '' Canada 'and the

vnT.r H . • u'^''^^^
°^ y"""" '^'""'^ "'^ have no doubt

; we shall watchyour departure with very full hearts, and shall follow your movcrnents with
141
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^ '!

^i:n^^U.r^^i^ :;•;
'-^ '« - t.. Map,e Leaf well to the

the represent'-ative of h" M§es y I w rvoTcSV'T 'f'" ^"^ "°-' ^
Lord Minto then called on thi Z^ ^

l'^^'^
''"'^ ^^^''^ success."

were s»i™;o ob^ U,fSf^dr £7^"""'' "' ""'"''' "^^ "'^•
tic, the cause of l„,„,L°.y /„d „" eiS, o^ m""' T' "'" """' °'>"'-
being „„i„s,ly oppressed, Ld ,„e .^sTre ZVotZTS "'! "'"
of tiie Enip re and of libertv H» -^j • j . ^ ^ "" '" ^"^ interests

Canadians Cad responded to t.e caVl anrrustd to'fh "h t^'^^
"'^^ "''''^"

of which all were so proud. He wished them Pn^ ""'Y '^f
^''^' ^"'P'"--^

confidence that they woidd be rnlmno.^r^nr
^peed, and expressed his

Major-General Hutton ir^oressS nt "w'T" '"^ '° ''^^''" "^''^^ '«"d.

was Canada's honour tliatXrrln^
assured the troops that their honour

strain and hardships mgl be'gre't ^^fi" rui?;et'\""°^" '-^"^ ^'-"^''

Dominion thousands of men and womin L i, J .
remember that in the far-off

ment to uphold the honorof ?heir nT "J^'^ ^° '^^ ^°^^' Canadian Regi-.

Canadians'^mui recoK the^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^"'T^
<=^^"«dians and Engh^h

and Ije .new they would fc^TSSI^lVlitron'^^^^^^^^^^^^^
''''' ^^^'^^^

read? '"Xh °dtt:s\m"etc^ "°\^- ^^'•^"'' "^^^^-of Quebec. He
fortress, so ofte"?torn ed by wafand^7

'^" ™ost cordial welcome in this old

earliest 'years, have beTn accuItomS to ffm ^'"T
'"!^.^>"'^'"«' ^^om their

smell of powder and the smoke ^^Tattlel We are p oITd Si 'T
''' '° ?"

has been done our citv in ifc =«!„ f
"'^s. vve are proud of the honour that

select regiment wh d die clnad an Zn? *''"

T^'V^ ^^^ mobilisation of this

Countr3' TheTesenceln ourmKf ?^
'"""^ '° "'" ^^^'^^ance of our Mother

Sovereign, His SlencvZ r n ^ "-epresentative of our Most Gracious
State, adds not on flustre and ?r;"o'thirdt''-'"'

°''''' ''^"''^"^^ ^^ "-
proceedings a deeper and wider melmW if

^' ceremony, but gives to our
made to our valour and our k-vahv Lrl^^' u

"^""^ ".° ^^'" ^PP^^' '^at was
a thousand picked men representL^he v."^^.^^^

^'^ ^'''''"^ '° ^'^^^^^r
and the courageous dar nTS ou tJoSle^?";!' ^ T'""' ''T^'^'

'^^ ^'^^'P''^^
British flag. The people?f vanonrnrfi?'

'^'^^'^^.^^'""'eered to serve under the
to make up the ponuln ion of h « ^? '"'^ ^'^^'^'^''

''^''"S'^"^ "^'^^^^ that go
and now that weTe for the tin e bei"n7n""' 'lVT'"'f '" yo"-" regiment,

most French city of he New World I^/ T •'"''.'"'''"" '^^ «'^"« ^^ '^e
element a large share of the w^m fJ "' "'""" ^"^ '^^ French-Canadian
of loyalty to E^land wh ch mXd vonr ,t^°"'^"7"«

°"'burst of sentiments-

to Quebec. No matter Lw diverse m.v K
P^'"' -P"''"^^ '^'°"' y^"-- ''°"ies

we speak, who is ti^e tl arwiirdare to affirnT/b^r^'^
"'"

'f,"^"^^^«
"^'''^

necessary for the making o7 a realnattoT,
" Whrd "' "°' '" *''« ''"'^''t'^s

occasion as the present that we ore norl? •

^^'.''^ ^^y* "P°" S"*^'' an
the Canadian Dominion nndTv^I .. F 'T'^'^'r

"""^^ ^"^ '°>'«' towards
a measure o?libmy !> 'we Kh cS"S"^

"^'^'^
Y' ^r"" "'" «° '^°'"P'-'-

destinies that ProvidencrnrovZ fS^
'"' I^ave loyally accepted the new

P-sible that anybody can E^e't g en^.^"a.:d''.8'r"i^' On °tf

'''' '^ '1
this proud rock of Quebec r-ndered iuZtlF^

and I8t2 ? On the summit of
plain, behold, but a few Sen. fm^

lustrlous by Jacques Cartier and Cham-

142



First Canadian Contingent

wisiies acconjpany you in th«T -^
'"^'' ^"'^ immense countrv n /

P"

^Hn.,o;US 'a'7sSlr Sot ";*' "^ ^-^.fSla^S

E.ce,,e,Ky fc Cover ™^?J™fl?M°""'^ Staff, A.D C ,o His

Major D..nca„ S,,!-';«;|;/3,,,'^Yb=rn r.c.r , J cSp^ (Lo",£';5

Kit; ""'• R B. w,iiis,''«S
,|^„s.'%5 «•' B«;..

; Cap,, h. e, buS:

H3

u
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The Transvaal War
The following officers were attached to tlie Royal Canadian Regiment for

Drt^rv" A nr R ^'
f^'''^'"^.' ^^oya Canadian Dragoons; Lieut.-Colonel C. W.

ReSeni R'n^T ?"''^""
^'''^^rV

^'•'°'" ^^- Cartwright, Royal Canadian

r.n A R nt ^V-jr^'-^'^'-.^fioyal Canadian Dragoons. Medical officer-Capt. A. B. Osborne, C.A.M.S. (provisional).
By five o'clock in the afternoon all was over. The great ship Saniim.oi

to battle, sailed out into the great immensity of sea and sky. Cheers rent the

dlmn^^rr
^^^•%"ot o^ Pei-sonal grief, but of sympathetic patriotism-dimmed every eye. Many sorrowed, but many more were overwhelmed with

aJVriL'"ht':t 'T. ''"
^°°'l^ '""r^ S°'"^ '°«'' ^° d° martial deeds,and bring back laurels to crown the land that Wolfe had made glorious

Th.'Jli'n^ r !,^r"'T/''^""""'^ S""^ ^°°"'^d f™'" 'he Citadel; loudlv!the bands played tl,e weil-loved tunes, the " Maple Leaf" and "God Save the

henrin. JZ I
"""^ 'P/''. "'^ Sardhunn, flaunting her gay decorations, and

brrL^artstdtr °' '" "'^^"
'^ "^°"^^"'^ °^ ^^"^^^'^ ^-^' ^ ''-"-"^

THE SECOND CANADIAN CONTINGENT

tn trrjJ^^
departure of the first Contingent the loyalty of Canada continued

Se3,. i.
f-'^y '"'^'^^"t of the war was carefully watched and discussed,the great deeds that were on foot found lavish appreciation. At numerousmeetings w^nch took place in various parts of Canada the spirit of the countrywas described by such declarations as: "We, too, are loyal Britons, and our

patriotism is at its best when our country needs us most "

On November 7th Canada made the offer to the British Government of asecond Contingent for South Africa, and on December iSth Sir Wilfred Laurier

one'n^'^^h'
p"'!,"""

M°'"
^'^

J^°^^P''
Chamberlain accepting the offer! Asone of the Canadian Ministry afterwards said, "It did not take much morethan five minutes for the Cabinet to decide that the Hon. F. W. BordenMinister of Mihtia, should immediately instruct his officers at the MilitiaDepartment to go on with the preparations for sending the second Contingent "

?he M? ir/r Twu'' f ?' t'"'^
''^^ '^^" "-^^^^ f^'- ^ '"^"•h and Sore.The Minister of Militia had early come to the conclusion that a second Con-tingent of Canadians should be gathered together in the form of cavalry ormounted infantry and artillery.

"vanj. or

Mn,?n'jL p1-
^° K ^/''^"

t u'"*"'^
°^ ^rxWsXxng for South Africa were theAlounted Police Forty-e.ght hours later steps were taken towards recruiting

200 Prairie Cowboys, men who could ride and shoot as well as any cavalrymen

V^^TZS^^^ ^''"n ^""^'°"A^^
to subsisting on the scantiest of rafions.

w^lftrv !i

Royal Canadian Dragoons, regulars, who were mounted on
well-trained horses, and so well drilled as to make it possible for every manof them to instruct the less trained recruits during the voyage. The Boers

h!l7n?f ? r / °T' °^ "? '^"'^ ^' ^ ^""^^^'y ^^^P°"' 't ^vas decided that
nalt at least of Canada s cavalry should be given this arm

It was considered that the Cowboys, and such " Plainsmen of the West " asHerchmers Horse, bro>,c/io busters who had never been conquered by man orhorse, would be specially valuable in the style of warfare affected by the BoersWith nerves of .steel and thews of wire, they could speak without boasting oftheir capacity for putting in thirty-six hours consecutively in the saddle andfor ivintr " nn the =m*.II ,^f o„ «:u^ „„„ » ^ ^ sauujc, aimng " on the smell of an oiled rag.'
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Second Canadian Contingent

SS/-^- could ^Letd,^:d^lsf2rr."e'SS-^^^

Africa, and the inspiring accoun s e ven hv th. "'""^J
^''•^'^^'" '" ^o"th

p..^., resulted in more volunteednrand /tilVr"'^^^"'^'"'
""^ '^' '^'''"^^

been raised, even after the ri"orous meH.!^
Contingent could easily have

The people of Canada ri'sDonde^n'n f^"''"^"o" had rejected numbers,
the families 'of their vobnteers'on'ltvTce^, °ih" ^ '"']'^^° P™^''^^ ^-
subscribed by the Banks of Montrealind Britfr N ?'a'

"'^ '"«" ^'""""'s
donations of . S.ooo dollars by tle cLarHnn P •« ^n''^

^"'^'"'^3. followed by
by Holsen's Bank, having served tn^t,^ f

'^''^ ^^''^^^ ^"^ ^ooo dollars
City Council of Toronto fnsuredfoV.S^j'f ^"TV" '^'^ ^'''''''''^^- The
they had sent to form part^'tht s'^conTJoSrenf

'"^ "' ^" ''' ^^ -en

^tse.?"ioir^?4%t\^r;'^^^^^^^ ^-- which cheered
I2.000 men to the^mper al plrTamenrfor !'

''""''^
L°

''^''' ''" '•^^"i'-^d,

Strathcona meantime, at ^Ss own exnenS> ""'T
'" ^°"''' Africa. Lord

service, which was to be eadT to saTon' vT'^ ' """""'^^ ''^"^''°" f^'"

the War Office having given t£L2nt?otif/"^'"^'° ^°' ^outh Africa,
matter was placed in the Snds nf^hfH S^

formation of the corps. The
Militia and Defence, who was glen a fre?h"and'";

^°'"^'"' ^'""^'^" ^^^^''^^ °f
and equip the corps Lord sfr^tL^

^- *° '"^'"''"""^"d oncers, organise
confirm h^ decision?'

Strathcona reserving only the right to'rejfct or

T. W. Vantuyl; second secS]WCre;I''A''"'^^^^^^
Officers of E Battery-Maior g H n i

'^ ^ '-"°"' ^- ^- ^- Morrison
first section, W. F.MurrS second"s^clrk^T^n ^^ -^^^^^^'S^" ' Lieutenants
Good. Officers attached foV duTy-taS H T lf"'V

'^^l^.^^^tion, W. g!
H. C. Thatcher; Medical Omcer SurTnT^ ' -^^

a "Jif
''^' Adjutant, Captain

Officer, Veterinary-Major Massie TW •'°'"r^,-
^orthington

; Veterinary
Commander Lieut.-CoC.erSchmer AH'''^ '^."T'^

by Regimental Staff
Transport Officer, Lieut Eustace On^r."'?' ^^"*- Montague Baker;
Officer. Surg.-Capt. Devin^; w\erinarv SS '/' ?^P'^'" ^llan

; Medical
command of squadrons Maiors Hn«f^ f-^i S f"^'

^'^"'- ^- ^'^dell. In
Macdonnell; Lutenantf Be?in iT, -^

"^

^\lf'''' ^''^P*^'"^ ^uthbert and
Taylor, and Inglis' '^'"' °^"^^°"' ^roughton, Cosby. Chalmers^

eighrnTen!':trd:'tm:";^^^^^^^^^
meet the demand io less than !im nL^ *

'"""^^^ '° volunteer. To
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The Transvaal War
were picked men from all parts of the Dominion, and with them were scoutsfrom Bnt.sh Columbia, who, for the most part, were recruited from theMounted Police of the North-West and fronf c;wboys/ fiSg abou tiesmartest riders and best shots in the world, it was felt that ^hev woulddistinguish themselves in the war game as played by the Boers

Kirk^^^rir^^^^^ "l
p"" ••°"' P'-°'"'"ently connected with Canada was Captain

R.S^ T^ T ^"e'"^^''^' ^^'"> ^^'^s ""ached to the staff of Sir RedversBuller. This oflicer is a graduate of the Royal Military College, Kingstonarid on leaving that institution received a commission in the RoydEngineers'When the war broke out, Captain Kirkpatrick was ordered fron, Malta tf SouthAfrica where he comnianded the Fortress Company of the Royal Engineers

^eril.^'","""' %P:r""""' °^''' '" '^"^ ^'^y^^ ^-...adian Infantry, wl^ohadpersonal charge of tlie recruiting for the first Canadian Contingent and wasappointed quartermaster to the battalion at Quebec, had the honour" Januanof being appointed aide-de-camp on the staff of Lord Roberts
J^""arj

of rtv.'/-^'' f "l^ ^u""^'""-
''^."^ ""'^^ ^°'°"^' Girouard (the French Canadian

fon?^? ?• '^;'^''°f"f'''^
^^""^ Kitchener and the Engineers in marvel-lous operations along the line of rail. This oflicer has achieved a gloriousreputation, one which has been declared to be a closer bond betlen SchCanada and Great Britain than any words. Another honoured Canadian whowas mortally wounded in the attack near Spearman's Camp on the 20thof January was Captain Hensley Dublin Fusiliers). This gallant officer wasborn at Charlottetown and educated at King's College, Windsor whence hepassed into the Royal Military College. '

"^"^"'^^ "^

ur.e^?'':*^/!?^'''''
"

•
\'°"' '^^"^"la'^'ling the Canadian Militia, early in the yearwas selected for special service iu iouth Africa. No better officer could havebeen chosen. He had ample experience of the subject in hand, as he himself

''hV.\lT^T^^ '° '^' ^'"'''^'^" Contingent before thdr departure:
It was my lot to have seen two campaigns in South Africa, including thecampaign against the Boers in 1883. It was also-I was going to sa? mv

Hn"^ fP~"
^^'^^ 5,^"^'"'y "°t "'y pleasure-to have been at Pretoria af thetmie the present Convention was made ; and I therefore know their leadersand a little something-I may say almost too much—of South Africa and theTransvaal, and therefore I reco.mise perhaps more clearly than many of youdo the very great difficulties and the dangers which our Contingent and theImperial troops in South Africa are exposed to

^

STR.^THCONA'S HORSE

hv rSS°Qf?i"Tf,' ''T*^'^"fiJ''"
"° "'e» ""d 560 horses, was commanded'by Colonel Steele of the North-West Mounted Police. He is regarded as an

.deal officer for a scouting force, and his men were all picked men, the creamof the expert riders and riflemen of the Dominion. Morally and physically
diey were declared to be the best soldiers ti,at have ever been enrolled in CanadaTheir mounts were small shaggy bronchos, but sturdy long stayers. In regard
to Lord Strathconas timely generosity it is impossible to say enough—the
general appreciation of his splendid and patriotic act is expressed in the fol-lowing resolution, which was adopted by the Executive Committee of theBn.sh Empire League in Canada

: "That the Executive Committee of the
British Empire League in Canada has heard with unqualified satisfaction of the
magnificent undertaking of Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, a Vice-Presi-
dent ol this League, to raise, equip, and support, at his entire expense, a corps

146



Strathcona's Horse
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The Transvaal War
(N.W.M.P.), in coniniaiid of the corps, is a son of a Captain in the Royal
Navy, He was born in Canada, and is noted for his bravery and devotion to
duty. Major Belciicr, a notable swordsman and lancer, was for some years in

the 9th Lancers. The troops received an enthusiastic send otf, and multitudes
gathered together to do honour to the latest addition of Great Britain's army.
Several beautiful guidons were presented to the corps by the ladies of Ottawa.
Each was made of crimson silk, with a broad white stripe through the centre,
on which was enbroidered in crimson letters," Strathcona's Horse." On the
upper crimson bar was Lord Strathcona's motto, 'Perseverance," done in

crimson on a white garter. Above the garter was a Baron's coronet and tiny
brown beaver on a green maple leaf. On the lower crimson bar was the
squadron's designation.

NEW SOUTH WALES
New Sou»h Wales fell into line with the other Australasian Colonies, and

decided to send a military force for service with the Imperial army in South
Africa.

The New South Wales Lancers, who had been in training at Aldershot,
were the first to start. They were then about to return home, but were
stopped en route, and proceeded to the Cape. Of their number some few
refused to serve and went home, but on arrival many offered to return to the
front. The rest gave satisfactory reasons for being unable to do so. Subse-
quently another Contingent was sent, and also t'lc Bushmen Corps, at least
looo strong. It was composed of men who could ride well, shoot splendidly,
and vyere accustomed to camping out and roughing it in pursuit of their usual
vocations. It must be noted that this was not the first time that New South
Wales had come to the assistance of the Mother Country. A force went to
Egypt in the earlier Soudan wars, when one man was wounded. Some dis-
content at that time was shown owing to the troops not being allowed to go to
the front. On this occasion they were to serve and fare as the Imperial troops,
and to be considered as such while in the field.

Each Contingent was composed of— ist, N.S.W. Lancers ; First Australian
Horse ; N.S.W. Artillery ; Mounted Rifles ; Infantry, who, being good horse-
men, were subsequently mounted by the Imperial Government. 2nd Con-
tingent consisted of three Mounted Rifle units of 125 men each, one unit of
Australian Horse of 100 men (475), one Battery of Artillery— 18 officers,

17s men, 140 horses (629). The total of the New South Wales troops at
the front in February amounted to 1331 men.

Though not at first very entliusiastic in expressions of patriotism. New
South Wales soon became strong in deeds. Enthusiasm became epidemical.
Mr. Lyne, the Premier, threw himself into the movement, and rapidly
pushed forward the arrangements, and did all in his power to move ir, sym-
pathy with the patriotic feelings of the Colony, which were daily growing more
ardent. As a practical expression of the intensity of their patriotism, the
citizens arranged and subscribed for the despatch of 500 expert rough-riders
and Bush marksmen, while the New South Wales Government assisted by
supplying arms and ammunition.

The volunteers were all part, or had formed part, of the land forces. The
only actual re,s;ular regiment, as understood by us, was the artillery, a small
company of Submarine Mining Engineers, 27 ; Army Service Corps, 10 ; and
Army Medical Staff, 11. All the rest were partially paid or volunteers. The men
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New South Wales

"rTs ^ix;':It jr 7:i^ .r- .r" -^° -- «-„« .„ ^hc v .n-ou.
volunteers-all cava -^ .gTn,?m ''"''d^l '"'T-V i^"
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^"''u'"^
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C--"'V D. Corps of Engineers, an officer who serv.H? J^""'"

^""•"'^' f'^-'ott,
Contingent in the Soudan. Colone Svdenhn,^ c:'"

• '^^'S ^"^ «'•« Australian
J- H. Plunkett Murray, com. 8th nf Un^nn

^"" "^ ^°'"- Artillery; Major
Major P^T. Owen General StafffsS officerTr^
Me ,.-, ^^"S'^""' N.S.W. Rejft RA r!.^f- A ^"^'"^'^^'•v'ces, Captain
N„S.W. Ke«t. R.A.A., CaS ut'y pTl ^^

f-
^''^P'"''"' Luscomb^"

officers-Captain R. St. Julien Pearce^ ^ w^'?">',J^°P^l«"d. Reserve ofHay Blake Jenkins; N.S.W r",^ ^fY'.
'^'' ^'^''''^>' ^'^utenant R S

Art. (garrison). ,st Aus. (\'ol.) Horsei^' V? '"'"',<^'- ^- ^'"^^n- N.S.W
manent Staff, with rank Capta i 2nd ni,7"' ^l""'-

^^- «• Thompson, PerAus I lorse (Vol.), with rank "t iJemenam "!
-^T

^^ ^°°'-" ^"'''"«-.
' »

Mackellar, sth Inf. (Vol.) Regt.
; Sena "'^ 'st Lieutenant Keith Kinnaird

L.eutennnt
I \. Dick, N.S W A M f . r .'

''• ^^T'^'^^^' NS.W.A.M.C
AM.C. Addu.onal officers-Dr a MnVr '^'i""'

^- ^'^ ''^'-^''^U, N.Sw'
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ChToIi- ""V^ '^^ C-'- -n? Capfa'i.^^ 'n "^r Surgeon'ho^ranl'

pS r~^'^"''*=''
°'" E"gland-Rev h' I rL ^°''"' "."'' ^'^utenant.

•^^'"f^k ^agan, hon. rank Captain
*'• '^°'^' ''°"- '^"'' Major; Rev.

.899. Vhrsecor"(Snl^Sf,,J;X\"n (from London) on Nove.U
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'^''' '"'' '«'"' '" "'^«^'-
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our a™3 have been of service to the Empire ""Vn^ -..^'"^l

recognition' that
such as rarely falls to the lot of 1 vZhn.I '".^^'^ ^ "^'"^ ^°' "s
world that the Empire is united and S L """^- ^°" ^'" ^^ow the
;"??"•• fjo'^es if the necessity 'arises wT' ^'l

^'^P,^'"'^ *° '^^''^n^ her
speed, and every heart here beats in »;. a -'u

Australia wish you God-
A^>ca I can only add.Z tfiose whrS^y Si^,.Z'[l

'°^^' ^-« '" South
revered and you depart knowing that th^ Li' ' *''/"" "'Emories will be
Jives will b«» funded hv ;.

'""^'"« ">at the loved ones of those vi-Wintr ^y :
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The Transvaal War
On the 19th of January the Premier received the following cable: " Ilcr

Majesty's Government learn with great satisfaction of the despatch of the Con-

tingent and the patriotic feeling in New South Wales. The Queen commands

me to express her thanks for these renewed expressions of loyalty.

" ClI.\MBERLAIN."

VICTORIA

The Victorian Contingent started off with the same flourisli of trumpets and

the same outbursts of popular feeling which had accompanied all the Transvaal

Contingents. There was a mixture of song and shout, of sorrow and tears.

The weather was unchangeably splendid ; the city of Melbourne was thronged

with visitors to witness the unusual sight, the crowd being augmented by

numerous Tasnianians who journeyed across the straits to get a last glimpse

at the brave band of warriors as they started on their voyage. Lord Brassey

gave a short address, and in the name of the Queen wished them God-speed.

First Victorian Contingent for South Africa.—Nominal Roll

of Officers of the Victorian Contingent for service in South Africa, sent in

accordance with the cablegram of the Right Honourable the Secretary of

State for the Colonies of 4th October 1899: Major G. A. Eddy, Captain

(Medical Staff) W. F. Hopkins, Lieutenant T. M. M'Inerney, Lieutenant H.

W. Pendlebury, Lieutenant A. J. N. Tremearne. Mounted Infantry Unit

—

Captain M'Leish, Lieutenant and Adjutant Salmon, Lieutenant Thorn, Lieuten-

ant Chomley, Lieutenant Staughton, Lieutenant Roberts, Veterinary-Captain

Kendall.

The following officers were attached for instruction in accordance with the

cablegram of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies,

dated 27th October 1899: Colonel J. C. Hoad, Lieutenant-Colonel C. E. E.

Umphelby, Captain G. J. Johnston, Captain J. H. Bruche. Transport Officer

for service with troops for South Africa on board s.s. J/r^/V—Lieutenant-

Commander W. J. Colquhoun.

Second Victorian Contingent for South Africa (two com-

panies of mounted infantry).—Nominal Roll of Officers who embarked on

s.s. Euryalus on 13th January 1900 for service in South Africa: Colonel T.

Price, Captain D. H. Jenkins, Lieutenant T. H. Sergeant, Lieutenant T. F.

Umphelby, Lieutenant G. O. Bruce, Lieutenant A. A. Holdsworth, Lieutenant

M. T. Kirby, Lieutenant E. O. Anderson, Lieutenant T. A. Umphelby, Lieuten-

ant E. S. Norton, Lieutenant R. S. R. S. Bree, Lieutenant and Adjutant J.

L. Lilley, Major (Medical Staff) A. Honman, Chaplain Rev. F. W. Wray,

Veterinary-Captain H. S. Rudduck. Officer attached for special service with

Army Service Corps : Lieutenant A. J. Christie.

In addition to these Contingents the Colony contributed 250 Bushmen,

making in all up to the month of April, 751 ; officers, 46.

Among the officers of the Victorian Contingent were some whose careers

were particularly interesting :

—

Lieut.-Colonel Charles Edward Ernest Umphelby was forty-six years of

age, and a native of Victoria. He commanded the V.R.A.A. He joined the

Militia Garrison Artillery at Warrnambool on the 20th June 1884; in March

1885 was appointed lieutenant in the Permanent Artillery, being promoted to

be captain on the ist January 1888. In August 1 891 he was promoted to

be major, and in June 1897 to the rank of lieutenant-colonel. In addition to

commanding tiie artillery he also commanded the Western District Garrison

Artillery. He was sent to England by the Victorian Government in 1889
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The Transvaal War
this was the "real original March of the Camera Men." The crowds thickened
and enthusiasm increased. Jervois Quay, the broadest avenue in tlie city, as
well the open land abutting on it, was thronged from end to end. All the roofs

commanding a view were lined, the steamers at the wharves were packed even
to the rigging, and the long breastwork along the quay was crammed to-

suffocation.

Here the passage for tlie Contingent was kept by a double row of
volunteers. The weather had been frowning and gusty, but no sooner had the
Contingent formed up in front of a temporary stand projecting from the breast-
work, on which Lord Ranfurly, the Governor, Lady Ranfurly and suite were
accommodated, than the sun burst forth resplendent while the wind g;ently

lulled. Speeches were made, followed by pathetic leave-takings of friends and
relatives. At the last moment so great was the crush that some of the men
were cut off from the rest, and had afterwards to struggle to the steamer as
best they could.

As the big vessel slowly steamed off, cries of farewell, shouts, cheers rent
the air, and continued unceasingly, till the Waiwcra bearing New Zealand
" Soldiers of the Queen " to the scene of war, had passed from sight.

The first New Zealand Contingent was commanded by Major Robin, who is

a splendid example of the born warrior. Originally a gunner in the B Bat-
tery New Zealand Artillery, he rose in the Otago Hussars through all the
grades of non-commissioned officers to command of the troop. This regiment
from that time was unsurpassed in efficiency by any in the Colony. As an
instance of the pluck and energy of the gallant major, a characteristic story

is told : When Sir John Richardson died he was accorded a military funeral,

and was interred in the Northern Cemetery. On the day of the funeral the

Leith was in high flood, and there was a general opinion that the Dundas
Street Bridge would not bear the weight of the gun-carriage bearing i'.e

honoured remains. Major Robin at once volunteered to drive the gun-
carriage across, and accomplished the dangerous task without mishap.

Major Robin took charge of the New Zealand Contingent which attended
the Diamond Jubilee, and had the honour of commanding the mixed Colonial

escort which accompanied the Queen on her visit to London during the
celebrations.

Captain Madocks, who distinguished himself in the fight of the isth of
January at Slingersfontein, is a Wellington man, full of pluck and resource,

and as we now know, admirably calculated to become a leader of men.
The second Contingent, under the command of Major Cradock and number-

ing 242 officers and men and 300 horses, left Wellington on the 20th of

January—upwards of 70,000 spectators congregating to witness the departure
of the fine fellows, whose appearance was alike martial and workmanly.
These two Contingents, equipped and sent over at the cost of the New Zealand
Government—the funds being raised among the settlers themselves—were not

by any means Now Zealand's entire contribution. Two more Contingents
followed, and afterwards a fifth, consisting of 500" rough riders ; some of the

smartest men that could be gathered together! Indeed the whole force was
remarkable for its smartness, and before it had been long in the Transvaal was
highly praised by General French for its fine horsemanship and coolness under
fire.

An interesting feature belonging to the New Zealanders, and one which
must have struck consternation in the heart of the Boers, was the Maori war-
cry of the troops. This was composed by Trooper Galloway, one of the
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Queensland

New Zealand. Fight bravelf^r your OueVn T^'P''''^'^ "'^^"«. "Be strong,
ever

!
" The interest of the MaorL in Cr!^?'u°'

^•°"'" '°"""'^'- ^'''^' •' «vcr
form. They held carnival? £:cTd na^vedt"ce? "'h'

'"'"'^ "" P''^'^^''^^'

devoting the proceeds to the Pa^riotk FunH T.' •

"'^ ,'^"^ "^''^^ ^""gS'
inability to be enrolled among^l!;S:nde';rof thJco'untry"^"

"^"' ^^'^^ /'^'"-

QUEENSLAND

saidyfhe^hr;;?rt7ng";£^^^^^^^
rGrt'B°rita.°l- "^1 ?r^'°' '^^^' - ^^^°-

to her assistance. Their deeds are now ?';rr '
''^''l^'^"

^° ^"""^ ''^'-ward

with Colonel Pilcher's famous raid ?o S.^n^l'";;
*° "j' ^' ^''^^^ ^--^ associated

the magnificent ride of General French for tSrlLrof K^^^tf^
'"V^° "''''^

July^xS,, we were scarcely ac,.ainfe/-i;^^-^l:[,^,-K£^

herL^7rsTHo:I'^R^^Sr^^^^^ •''\^«'>- Country in

nmment. He did not wait for the ne'ed of^IT ' ^' ^ '^"°^'' ^' ^°^' "^^ a
respect he followed the sp Sdid examnle t!

"'^^^ be recognised. In this

who, while acting Premier for Sir A £l/ '" '884 by the late Mr. Dalley,
wish of New SouTh Wales to ass^t in "theS; '^'^S'-^Phed independently the
Country. The Premier Tnew ?he spirit of S'^7

undertakings of the Mother
Queensland, and made hast^ to g v^e utteTn e ^"?,f

^"°''S"]/hat pervaded
all sections of the Government and of thm ,

?^ ^'^^ ^''=" supported by
imitated all over the wor"d

'^^ P^°P'^' ^"'^ ^P^^^^'^' his action was

^^rXtTVj^?ZV;::Z^^^^^ composed of mounted
finally, a third ContingenrofwhiSTner .17 ^"r^?" ^'''^^''y

'

^"^
riders and splendid shots Th^v w^r^ IZ r "^T ^"^hn.en, all first-class

wealthy an'd many sons of^'rolTLT citlS"\t'"-^r'
T"^' ^'^ ^'^'^'"

mounted when despatched, but all bein^ ITIT ^^ infantry were not
being chiefly require'd as scouts or oSsfst^cavalJv^Xv'^^^ H

"' ''"''' ''''''''

for them on arrival bv the Imnlr;,i fu ^^X^"^>^' i"ey had mounts prov ded
Infantry was organtd'^^nr 884 b^SondS^^^^ "^^ Queensland Counted
of mounted infantry in OueensIanH nnTk

\^''=^'^°> ^'^^ '^ ^'^'^^^ '^e "father"
Colonial Defence force The fori' •

''^^°"es^° ^^e Militia Division of the

a smart tuft of emuVumes
'"'fe^^d " shape, decorated at the side with

andIt:rdu^4'lT3?;e^ IfdeSdirtR T^'
^"' ^°°^ ^^ -"

was met by the Imperial ExcheaLrtlfrr i^ F°^°"^' P^^ °" '^^^ ^^^'^

^ .

Officers ofXtr" C^m^em-sfaM^^^^^^ R ^pj'^^l^
?"'"^'?--

L.eut.-Colonel: Sup. Captain I. S, IfoLefCLLant^^H'^'^^iTh'..^!
^53 '
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Machine-Gun Section-Lieutenant C. 11. Black, Roval Australian Artillery

A. G. Adie (wounded at Sunnyside under Colonel Pilcher); Lieutenant C ACummmg; Lieutenant T. W. Glasgow; Lieutenant D. E. Re^ rCornnanvQueensland Mounted Infantry-Captain P. W. G. Pinnock ; Lieutenam HBailey; Lieutenant R. Dowse; Lieutenant R. Gordon. The seco d ConUnleniwas composed of 148 men and 8 officers, with 5 additional officers fosScia
uZl" '"

^°n ^ ^^"''- ^^^''' °'" ^^'^^"d Contingent-Lieut.-Co!rneTKeS
Ilutchison Headquarters Staff, commanding; Captain W. G ThompsonQueensland Mounted Infantry; Lieutenant H. J. Imrie Harrb Queensland.0 nted Infantry; Lieutenant A. F. Crichton, Queensland Mou cd InfaS
U M % J^'^es Walker, 3rd Queensland (Kennedy) Regiment Le.urnamR. M Stodart, Queensland Mounted Infantry. sipernSmerari^s-CantahiS.r Edward Stewart-Richardson, Bart., 3rd Battalion Black \Wtch Lieutenam

A MC O^"^- , ^f'^T^ °^'''' attached-Surgcon-Capt^r
I. R NoTanAM.C. Queensland Defence; Major D. W. Rankin; Captain F W Tol?

^::^^^;Z^- "• ^''^^-' ^-P Q-rtermast^r; Ca^ia.^W^t
The second Contingent sailed in the J/aon King on January "o The

fi ? b.?^' r'n'^'^
^""^ '° "'"" '' ^^^ ^^^'^^-^-^^ thatihe sh p had i'en set on

sJ.m^H / K ^"^r r'" ^^''"g"'shed before much damage was done TherSseemed to be no doubt it was the work of an incendiary, and the pohce keoraclose watch over the vessel till she wa^ fairly away. It was ree-irded ltK\!'nificant that the crew consisted mainly^of Dutchmen and Serma^r
"^"

1 he third Contingent, which sailed in the Duke of Portland on Marrh r

To ho^r?."TR ^'"^ ^ '° ''2'"^^^- ^" ^^^'"°" ^° the above^^about "o men nnd
?i^in? p'^k'''^" """i

'° ^y^""^' ""^ ^^"^d with the New South Waks Con-
hJ th °n^f""/'/ ~^- j^^'^"" accommodating men and horses t was foundhat the Duke of Portland h^A still 500 tons of space available forclrgo "his

|>t?m1o"t1m";;^rS:v:rnS/°«"
^^^'^ To^rage for horses and^^r^e^n, ^d

SOUTH AND WEST AUSTRALIA

«ho,?w"? n"^*''u 'f
^^^^'^y sent two Contingents to the front, and offered more

Jt 1 F irHo^lanVT-^'-ffi'"'^ ^^4 ^°"^'"^^"^ was'conSed"°byv-d[jiain r. i-t. Howland. This officer was born n Kensineton I ondon iSfi/

T^r^Z-^^ ^rJ""'^^
y'^'' '" '^' ^^'^dlesex E.V. Royar Engineers A ,heexpiration of that time he went to Australia, and in ,885 joined the volunteer

S^A^"^^'"^ ^^' ?''"S '°™^'^ «' Mount Gambler, n"" which he was an-pointed lance-corporal. Since then he has passed through everv rank wL
K'then bSr'" '"• "9^' ^"' ""'^^ ^^J"'^"' - June ,8?8. cTptSn kr"
Iv.l n ?• r

".^'^""''^P'^'" '" the second battalion, and-having passed hTs

"ed he\t ?•' '"^J°"ty-°" tl^^ 'Uness of his c'ommandhg XTcom^manded the battalion on several occasions.
vni-ci, com

The officers of the Contingent were as follows : Captain F H HowhnH
FuSSTd^'c" to ?''"h''t

^"^-'••3'; CO.; Captain g' R^ascell"? R^yai

S;^ M':rj:T^SrM^^ ^ ^-^P-^' ^ount^JmSS

men recS ?s 'n'dSt^Ti! f
*" '''' 'TP' *'^" arrangement was simple. Thereceived 5s. a day. That meant that the pay received through the South
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South and West Australia
Australian Government and th^ ,.„ r
together amount to 5" a day Wh^ni'""'

""= ^"'P^"^' Covernment wouldgave their soldiers, members 'of tl^So^th A^'f"?'
"" '"'P^'^' Go^e,^

same while on active service and ih S."^
""" <^°""ngent received the

Australian Governme-^t would b'hth. "" P"'^ '° "'^n' hy the Sou hnot propose to send any money from theVT""' H?^
'° Ss. a day. They d dorder that, while fighting side\y s"de wiUwh^ T^'^""
'^' "'^" ^^^^ «way n

Ee eTnrn
"°^' ^^^ ''^^" "-'••«cr Their So^u.^V^^'^'^'-^'

''^^ ^^'oulSbe left at home until their re;urn If •],! rw, .

^°""' Australian pay wouldarrangement would mean 'hatTc s P '"^'' '"'^'^ o^ Pay were is in ? i.
Colonial GovernmenT' B'efo e'"tariin':"'th?'

"°"" ''^ ^^ to"-m -^'m' feamountmr to ;^7, which was considerfd .nfV
'" ''''''''"^ °"^ month's paywants, a, .ee them over the voyage On ar^"?' n '"PP^>' '^eir immedS

''
TrXUTt^he-U^^if ^^'- ''"'^" "- "-"

F M Rowell, third subaltern; G. I Sail W^i;
^^"''?' '"°"^ subaltern;

infant';.
^The^elTclri^-nfwScZofd^^^^^ '^-^ -o mountedgun section. The Australian^Aorse ^asSS "^'''^' ""^ °"^ "'^"^''ine-Bntish cavalry, and was, in fact under ,1- •

•^''^''''^ '''^ ^'^""^ ''"^s asThe men were either members of volunteer l"^""""^"^" °f British cavalrymen
'
Wh'^

^h? ^•«'- f'-om all parts of the Cofonv ^^'' "" "^^""^^-'•^d o" thi^ut-'

of w^rt£7e:;:.^[ oTtt SsTSrnt-rir
^^^ ^°'-^' '^^ P----c ^en-ourmore fanned into flame. TheS forV' r

^'^'''''^ P^°°f' ^as once
field of battle again translated itself7nton.r"'""'^'f representation on theonly would further assistancfbf^Lomed br;,'"^-

'^' '"'™^"°" 'hat nc^
with ready response. No lack of vni?,!? '''^' '' ^^^ really wanted metnumerous offers to serve were rece^v^^SL' T^^'^ '^' authori^s, Tr
persons of all classes and all aJeJ aI T ^" P^"« of the colony fromwas Allan O'Halloran Wright Tlio waTh"! r'"

^'°""«^^' ^^ '^ose volunt'eeS
panied the Contingent as fump^fer He"^

'"'" ^'"^ °^ '^e. whoaccom^
considerably tallerlhan many of the ran" and "fil'^P^r^"^ "'^" developed, a^dHanley, w*^- was in the thick of thp Sf I i>5

' .
'^"'°"& others was Sergeant

?ndud''"'°".
Highlanders in thj a|S War'^f^S

"*"•
• ^^ ^^^^^^ -''Kncluding medal with the Kabul, Kandahar anH ru

'""''"'' '^^° decorations,

m despatches for his conduct in defenS LorH R k"'' °r^^'^'
^^« "mentioned

Ghdzais. He fought in twenty-sev^n e" „a
°
m.?.^^

"" ^««<^k of the
the youngest man in the regiment H.C?"-? '" Afghanistan, and wasMac," who was then a Iance!;orno;al ^L ""^ "^! ''^ ''^^ ^'^h ''

FightTn^
d.st.nguished services. After rTfgha";^rhet^ '? ^ "'"---on fo^ l"f
I'e had completed seven years service nnH 7^"' ^° ^"^'3' ^nd though
volunteered for service with the o'nHH- tf J"""^^

'^^^ ^one no more he
miserable experiences of Majuba he wenf tl"s'":t'"A

^""''^ '''''"^'- ^ter thl
for nine years with the permanent f^rce H "'' Australia, where he served

^f- the meal the S^w^^reS^rShf;trh^irTT^ "--' ^^
J-"

^ ^"^^^ hall and thus eloquently
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comfortable homes to fight for the'SefL^. n,'4ta"in Xe'"^^

irom me corporal to the Commander-m-Ch ef. whether on thp dM «,. ;„

f;.TinH'
°' ^^"'''' y°" ^'"^' «"^ J "^«d "ot tdl you that? ftu keen voirS. m""' ?"!• ^°" ^"' '^"'" ^ ereat deal that Jill be usefufto vo^inTeJuture. May Australia never be visited bv wart if tuu ]y

y^^ '" t"e

Kto oo"'' ''Z' 'n'' 'H^'"'''
^' '^ '°"d ofyouLddev3 to yo;.r welfare If
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West Australia and Tasmania
Australian Contineent It :»

us all very deeoIv ^H ^m""°"" "'^^^^g^ fron, the 0^^? f .'".^ P'"^^"*-*^

honour "Tus°ralf/,' 'T'^"' '" '^'"IS^.tZTu""'"-^ "> ««'>'

West A„ . V
^^^^^ AUSTRALIA

amount L to ;1o nffi '

""''^ ^''^ ''^^ ^"ergy of patriotisn, . n
officers wfre Cant -^'m' '1? '"^"' ^'''h offers of C! r

Contingents

Major M<Wniian s^'M^dS^Offi'^- '

pP'" "• ^^ Piikingt^rr
I te"*irH " '"''^

L«eut. F. W. M. Pkrker.
^"^''''' ^'^"^- J' Campbelil lVuTh F. dSI;

TheT •
TASMANIA

Priatewordr,W,|,i°,"°''"' "" Catholic priesB '.iti f T'' "'^"•"g of

Father M„°^hVr„?L'x":^s,°''^c°"'"^»^b«':S'i^^^^^

On the whole thf? ^^^ "/^ ^^^ ^^'"e of the freedn„, ^^^u' ^^^y '"'ght
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¥

(

famous march to Kandahar
service, and took part in the

subsequently taken prisonerfto Pretoria- S H %^''" v '''^ '^°"«^'"g were

probably receive the VC
'"""''''^''^ '''^ «' "'« ""niinent risk of his own. will

con^^ft^f^,":^^:^^^' °^ '-'''- -"'- -^er the

Si -""T"'^ "'^':^ composed almost entirely of gentlemen

whic'h wT^aistratT" "S?am^r'^-"
'' ^''^^-P-ia" Australian Corps

Colonies. Th^ voTunteed/^^ of heT-n,
^"^S^^"°". ^"'"^ «" the Australasirn

Canada, Australia, and New Zealand ^nd'^^ ,fT^T '.^ J°'" ''^"''^ ^'i'''

" flag of old renown " in So^th Afr^' I.
"''^^'"

^P
"'°"''^*^'" ^° «"PPo« the

by a Tasmanian poet :- ' S'^^^°"g'" to the following lines written

"Thirl h^" """"'f
'^^^^' P'^^*^'': ^"t, Mother, if fight we must

THE BUSHMEN'S CORPS

those experienced in riding Steklaf.fXkT'"' "f"'
'"""" '™"'

rough Slate, unbroken bv cuh vaiim, f™,
'•'o''- m country ni its natural

New Zealand .ade a"„ oir"lo"prid?sS "Jcbte'n aL'thtf
'"^'"""'

rn,^Sher£e5"'i9'-^^^^^^
?^s:edT?c:£SrpH^S^
the other Calais ToZliV^^^^^^ ^''^^'^ to join with
was estimated as equal tfSShe nu^^lbi^flnSt'rr''^

'^"^^' ^'''"^^ ^^^^



en, was under the

india's Contingents

"'" ^" =--"- °h:;:;sss- :'-»..-at:rxss:d
Bet

INDIA'S CONTINGENT:,

supported by t ,e li^"^f'" T^ P"blic resources L .."'"'"'' P^'notism'
pronunentlyL tlfeSS ^overnn,ents, the fte^r ffS^'J^'^'^' «"d
*vas a spontaneous imnE' •*''^^' '" '"^ia, the offer of n."'' ^"'^'^ ^^^-^y

o"t by private en eS t'^'h'"^'"^
^'°"' 'ndiuduaJ oatw

" '''^' ''"'^

loyalty in no other wav H '^'''' ^""'"^ ^ Crown CoIon'^M '."^ ""''ed
Establishment anrf h ^' ^" Position was somewhnV ^' ?"''^ ^'sp'-^y lier

Africa in exacdy the saL''^"'"'"
^""'^'^ '^olplZJe'dl?^'', '° "'^ ^ome

was not bao'ci n SeJ'^^
««

r""^
^''^ Hon,e forced ^^^''''^l^ Z^''

South
from various natJe corTlf"' '^'"'^"'''^''ot,^ oTloyaUv'T'Vl''' '"^ia
«n their resDectivI ^ 7 ' ^''°' '" ordinary circumJfT ^' ^"P''sh oflRccrs
for active sTZ\ ^"if"

Contingents, no^ cam"" ' for;!!^
^^^^j^^ ^^'v-e only

volunteered from ^S ^tetons' 'T"'' ""^ - SoSSier' T^r'^'!'^"'^^tea-planters from A«n ' ,?"®' tapper young CaJr.iffn i
^''^ "'en

"

Bon.bay, Assam?BlnST'c?wnn' '"'r"P'^^'^^^f^"d dashinTr'on'r^:. ^P°"'"^even by name to the L ^u r '^J"'^'
%sore,and all mannir^r j^^^"^^"'"^^''^ ^om

allowed to playXir D
'

''^ Engender sent in the r an ",' ^^^'"^^^sunknovvn
regiments known as^r,'";^^. '^f^"" of the En,S ^nH^^'"^^'^ '° ^e
Ceylon Mounted Contin^r?'''"" "°''«^' ^he RaSwav r ? "' "'^ ^^'^^

Colonel LulS'Si 5?'"^'<> be recruited ""'^ Contmgent, and the

SraSrutSh^,!^^^^^^^^^ ^•.Ht Horse,
being guaraSd b/the t""' "^^ offered Therse;vSrl'^"'PP'"^ 'be
poured in. Lord Curzon the'v' "'"^'P^'"^ '^em ' gS'^L"!"';; ^^P^"^^«
some contribution and?;

^"^eroy, headed the subscrinH- ,•
^"Ascriptions

^30.000 was colkcted In f"""^"^ "'^^ '^e response of^'/M.'' ^^' " ^^"d-

Maharajah of D,!rK^'
^""^ '^^^'^' ^"^ong them Ihl M^k^"""'''^ "^ 'be princes

ii
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their own. ^ ' ^ ^'"" °^ '"dependent means, with liorses of

Lum^sdtn-rCoTpsU^
'''^ "^' '^^ °'''^=" ^'^° -- ^PP-n'^^^ to Colonel

leers'?o';?r"''
^"5"''^ ^''^- ^umsden, Assam Valley Light Horse Volun

M^;7 :te"'r™^ resist »?oTi-Lt 3°? --'?
Company Commander. To be Captains, „Uh The' t.mrarv rLk „7'r

'° '?'

in .he army
:

Major J lenry Chamney. SnrmI ValleyLE Horse Vol.Sf
"

f^iptain Francis ClilTord, Coors and Mysore vXmeerRn™ I T?"''
tenan, Bernard W. Holmes, las, Indfa Railway vlS hi^S""!!;'''";

S'^^rivi^^-'^jrji^tm-p^rSr.tioJ^isiSsr'-

"

rree?i^S''wur;.rr:^JsEr^"''pirfd"irfi^

sT,^Rl.l;:e:t?ott.^„lt%f,l»S^"Ca,"^^^^^^^
rememl^U was with Sir LorS TOk. aid had fo.^r^'T'' " """i'

envW by all who had no, ,he gLd L^'elot" f'ht n^uVS™"'
'' """

\V£rf*

160
?qua!!J generous. ine
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Cape Colony
Legislative Council unan- ,

Mr. Chamberlaim f« /-^

'ative Council." ''^'^'^ ^PP'-eciate pat. iotic anf
'"!'

^'"I^''
'^^^y accept with

^ \''^ Ceylon Mounted Con,"
''"°" °^ ^^^is-

T" ^^n^t^K^-^tiSe^f-J- - -ve 3e.ice in

about 400 in ali^unde.^S-LS''^^ '^^^^^ Siv'e:^;^„^^^^^^^^^

THE SOUTH AFRICAN VOLUNTEERS-

,

^' ''as been said that th. ^^.^^ COLONY
changed had fh^. r

'"^t the wlioJe course nf ,u

Cape^inSryt'd Eun'^t"^ '°-"S1 st/'s?^"^"
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^^ »""«' proceed fof'' ^J"
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°^ *be ten thousand ti ''""^ider the service!
and Kimberlenhe cJ'"'^
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prophet in his own country, and to this trite fact may be attributed the want
of instant appreciation accorded to the Cape Colonial Vohmteers who so
spontaneously and with genuine zeal responded to the call of duty. While we
made much of the Colonials from over the seas—the " Visiting Colonials " as
they are called—we failed to see that at our elbows were the very men who
would leap forward at a word and check the onward career of the enemy and
put a stop to his annexations while our troops in England were getting into

shape. But later we jumped at them. Then the Cape Colonists began to be
vastly appreciated, and to receive the highest encomiums from all who had the
good fortune to serve with them.

The following is a table of some of the prominent Colonial forces of Cape
Colony, 1900:

—

CORPS

Establishment Effective to Date
Re-

marks OFFICERS
All

Kaukii
Horses nK.,J N.C.O.'s

°*""j and Men Horses

Irrkgu'.ars raised
BEFORE War ' i^

Rhodesian Regiment . ,, , ..* sj
Protectorate Regiment )

Kimberley Regiment . j
650 ... ...

i ° V

) Col. Baden-Powell,

( sth Dragoon Guards
Diamond Fields Horse 100 .. •^ ?/: U
Bechuanaland Rifles . 100 i ... ...

1 ^ c

fl. C 1*

...

Irregulars raised
SINCE War

Rimington's Guides . 212 220
•

... l.i-i ( Lieut. -Col. Hon. J.

1st S.A.L. Horse . 1 599 S8o ... ... ... with:

,ving

ppro] 1 Byng, loth Hussars
1 Cant. Villiers, Royal
( Horse GuardsRoberts's Horse . 599 580 ... • .. ... "Si

"

Kitchener's Horse 599 580 t 41 617 586
1st Brabant's Light Horse . 599 580 ... ...

2nd Brabant's Light Horse . 599 S8o ... ... SSji ...

Gatacre's Scouts . SO SO ... ... •-B«
Montmorency's Cavalry Di- :bee

ler's
jfore.

vision Scouts . 100 100 ...

6th Cavalry Division Scouts 25 25 ... «** have
tcher

there

'.'.'.

Chief in Command's Body
Guard . . . '. SO SO ... ... 2 2 "•

5 tS?,

...

Local Defence Corps
Nesbitt's Mounted Local De- = .S<c

fence Corps 400 400 • *• *.* Z-Pl ...

Bayley's Mounted Local De-
fence Corps SCO SCO

Thes
reci

Orpen's Horse 300 300 ... ... s-s. ...

Railway Pioneer Regiment . 1008 8 34 959 >s ...

Volunteers
P.A.O. Cape Artillery

.

.'. ...

Diamond Fields Artillery . ...

Cape Garrison Artillery ...
j

... ...

Strength of Volunteer Corps on Active Service

Prince Alfred's Own Cape Artillery—officers, $; other ranks, 117; total,

122. Diamond Fields Artillery—officers, 4; other ranks, 119; total, 123.

Cape Garrison Artillery—officers, 18; other ranks, 431; total, 449. Duke of

Edinburgh's Own Volunteer Rifles—officers, 31; other ranks, 1027; total,

1058. Cape Town Highlanders—officers, 13; other ranks, 392; total, 404.
Prince Alfred's Volunteer Guard—officers, 21 ; other ranks, 494; total, 515.
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^
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The Transvaal War
first object will b co drive the enemy out of the Colony, and to co-operate

with the Imperial iroops. It has been decided to raise a further 1 500 mounted

irregulars, so as to give all Colonials and men with Colonial experience a

chance of joining this division. Men who enrol in this Mounted Irregular

Corps, and who cannot afford to go on a long campaign, will be allowed to

register their names for service in the Colony only, but any portion of such

registered men can volunteer to take part in any further advance that may be

ordered beyond the Orange River. To raise this latter force recruiting stations

will be open in all parts of the Colony, and it is proposed to elect officers from

Colonial gentlemen or those with Colonial experience."

As may be imagined, there was great jubilation among the thousands of

martial spirits at the Cape, wrho for long had been fretting at enforced inactivity.

Some very interesting particulars regarding raising of some of the Colonial

Corps were elicited from Mr. W. Hosken, who was chairman of the Uitlander

Council and the Chamber of Commerce at Johannesburg. He said: ' I

was chairman of the committee which obtained permission from the Cover

ment to raise Thorneycroft's and Bethune's Corps of mounted infantry and the

Imperial Light Horse, and all raised in Natal and mainly from refugee

Uitlanders from Johannesburg. From the Imperial officers with whom I was

brought into contact I received every consideration and the greatest cordiality.

But again it should be remembered that we got the permission only after pressure

had been brought to bear by public meetings at Durban and Maritzburg, and m
other ways. The response was most gratifying. Only when the Boers

were threatening to advance on Maritzburg were we allowed to form the

Imperial Light Horse. Intimation of the permission was given on the Friday.

By the following Wednesday we were able to report that 1300 men had

offered for service, and that the medical examination would be at once begun.

Thorneycroft's Corps was the first to take the field, and was actually fighting

within six weeks from the date of its enrolment. The testimony from Boer

sources as to the value of these regiments has been most gratifying. In one

verbal statement by a Boer commandant they were described as ' evidently

skilled sharpshooters.' Then there are the Natal Volunteers, recruited in very

much the same way as your Volunteers at home, clerks and artisans from the

towns, with the mounted companies from the country districts. They took the

field possibly with some misgivings as to their capacity, just as the Volunteers

here might do ; but they have proved themselves equal to any military duty

that is imposed on them. The soldiers of the regular army recognise them as

worthy comrades, and the greatest cordiality exists between the regular and

volunteer forces. Later on there was formed also in Natal a body of Colonial

scouts—750 strong—recruited from local men who knew the country. Those

who wished to serve together were placed in the same squad. Every section

of twenty-five men elects its own leader, and every four sections its commander.

They have already proved their efficiency in service with Sir Redvers Buller's

army. Then there is the corps of ambulance bearers. "When C .cial Buller

was making arrangements for the attack on Colenso last month he asked for

1200 white bearers. On the first day the notice was posted in Durban 900

men volunteered. Far more than the required number offered, and a selection

was made of those who were considered the most fitted for the duty. These

men did excellent work, bringing out the wounded under fire during that

disastrous day at Colenso. Three were killed and several wounded, and every

one of the corps behaved splendidly."

In regard to the apparent neglect of the Volunteers at the Cape, he went on
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The Transvaal War
Mann ;: Lieutenant J. K. Rashleigh, late Artillery Militia ; Lieutenant F. J.

Lawrence, late English Militia; Lieutenant C. A. Burgoyne, 3rd Dragoon

Guards; Lieutenant A. Wormald, surgeon; Major E. J. Tickell, D.S.O.,

lAth^ Hussars; Captain J. Ponsonby, Coldstream Guards; Captain Pereira,

Coldstream Guards; Captain H. J. Haddock, Royal Welsh Fusiliers; Captain

R K. Arbuthnot, Royal Irish Regiment ; Lieutenant W. D. P. Watson, late

Scots Greys; Major G. Wright, R.G.A.; Major A. Paris, R.M.A.; Captain and

Hon. Major G. E. Giles, late R.A. In all, forty-four officers.

NATAL

The following is a list of the names and numbers of the local forces which

the colony of Natal has put into the field: Natal Naval Volunteers, 150;

Natal Carabineers (Colonel Royston, since dead), 465 ; Natal Mounted Rifles,

200; Border Mounted Rifles, 270; Umvoti Mounted Rifles (Major Leuchars),

13a; Natal Field Artillery, 1 20; Natal Royal Rifles, 145; Durban Light

Infantry, 400; Medical Staff", 7; Veterinary, 3; Staff", 19; Natal Mounted

Police (Europeans) at Ladysmith and other portions of the Colony (Colone

Dartndl), 649 ; Thorneycroft's Mounted Infantry (Colonel Thorneycroft, Royal

Scots Fusiliers, D.A.A.G.), 500; Bethune's Mounted Infantry (Lieut.-Colonel

Bethune, i6th Lancrrs, Colonel Addison second in command), 500; Imperial

Light Infantry (Colonel Nash), lOOO; Imperial Light Horse (Colonel Scott

Cliisholm, killed 21st November 1899), 500; Colo.-ial Scouts (Colonel Edwards,

Captain Sydney Osborne), 500; Ambulance Bearers (let section), ICXDO;

Ambulance Bearers (2nd section), 6cx>. Total, 7158.
r- ^ •

^

The South African Light Horse is mentioned among the Cape Colonial

troops, though it has done notable work in Natal. The second and third regi-

ments of the corps became respectively Roberts's and Kitchener's Horse. In

the district of Kaff'raria half the available men were embodied, men belong-

ing to the Duke of Edinburgh's Own Volunteer Rifles—one of the corps of

" regulars " belonging to Cape Colony.
, ^^, . v,

The South African Light Horse was started on the 12th of November. By

order of Sir Redvers Buller a recruiting office was opened in Cape Town,

whereupon the place was instantly invaded. Patriotic fervour ran high, and

every one desired to take a share in sh Aving forth the might of Great Britain.

The officers, Major Byng (lOth Hussars, with temporary rank of colonel)

and Captain Villiers (R.H.G., with temporary rank of major), set themselves

manfully to hurry the work of organisation. In no time men were picked-

fine riders and fine shots—mounted and equipped. Saddlery, tents, harness,

ammunition—all were gathered together with startling celerity. Among the

troopers were British-born subjects, Uitlanders, Colonials, Americans, farmers,

seamen, &c. The officers hailed from many regiments—the lOth Hussars,

Royal Horse Guards, Life Guards, nth Hussars, 20th Hussars, Gordon

Highlanders, Yeomanry, Militia—all manner of men of distinction and wealth

and breeding uniting together in a common brotherhood for a common cause.

The following is a list of the officers: Colonel Byng, lOth Hussars,

commanding; Major Villiers, Royal Horse Guards, second in command; Cap-

tain Eraser, ist Life Guards, adjutant; Captain French, late L.G., Maxims;

Captain Harden, Transport; Captain Murray; Captain Anderson ;
Captain

Hull, paymaster; Vet.-Captain Walker; Vet-Lieutenant Steele; Chaplain

Rev. G. Eales. Squadron Leaders—Captain Balfour, late nth Hussars;

Major (Bimbash) Stewart, Gordon Highlanders; Cnpt.iin Kirkwood ; CfPta'n

Gatacre ; Captain Renton ; Captain Whittaker ; Captain Child ;
Captain Allgood.
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The Transvaal War
Hussars) made a hurried application to go to the Transvaal, which impetuosity

of loyalty was met by the War Office with courteous refusal. At that time the

need for light cavalry in South Africa seemed scarcely to have dawned on the

authorities. It was true that October mists and November fogs had enveloped

London, and that no one between Downing Street and the Mansion House ,

could see an inch before his nose, and it was equally true that by the time

these mists had cleared away there was only one question, namely, " How
many men could be sent abroad out of the 10,000 who constituted the

Yeomanry Cavalry ?
"

Then, in December, the following announcement, with regulations to be

observed in the organisation of a Contingent of Yeomanry and Volunteers, was
published :

—

Yeomanry.— i. Her Majesty's Government have decided to raise for

service in South Africa a mounted infantry force, to be named " The Imperial

Yeomanry." 2. The force will be recruited from the Yeomanry, but Volun-

teers and civilians who may possess the requisite qualifications (as given

below) will be specially enrolled in the Yeomanry for this purpose. 3. The
force will be organised in companies of 115 rank and file, five officers being

allotted to each company, viz., one captain and four subalterns, preference

being given to Yeomanry officers. 4. The term of enlistment for officers

and men will be for one year, or for not less than the period of the war.

5. The officers and men will bring their own horses, clothing, saddlery,

and accoutrements. Arms and ammunition, camp equipment, and regimental

transport will be provided by Government. 6. The men will be dressed in

Norfolk jackets, of woollen material of neutral colour, breeches and gaiters,

lace boots, and felt hats. Strict uniformity of pattern will not be insisted upon.

7. The pay will be at cavalry rates, with a capitation grant for horses,

clothing, saddles, and accoutrements. All ranks will receive rations from date

of joining. Gratuities and allowances will be those laid down in special army
order of May 10, 1899. 8. Applications for enrolment should be addressed

to colonels commanding Yeomanry regiments, or to General Officers com-
manding districts, to whom instructions will be immediately issued.

Qualifications.—{a) Candidates must be from twenty to thirty-five years of

age and of good character, {b) Volunteers or civilian candidates must satisfy

the colonel of the regiment through which they enlist that they are good riders

and marksmen, according to Yeomanry standard, {c) The standard of physique

to be that for cavaln of the line.

Volunteers.— .ler Majesty's Government have decided to accept offers

of service in Sout 1 Africa from the Volunteers. A carefull}' selected com-
pany of no rank and file, officered by one captain and three subalterns, will

bo raised (one for each British line battalion serving in, or about to proceed

to. South Africa) from the Volunteer battalions of the territorial regiment.

These Volunteer companies will, as a general rule, take the place in the line

battalion of its company, serving as mounted infantry. The Volunteer

battalions from which a company is accepted will form and maintain a waiting

company in reserve at home. The selection of men from the Volunteer

battalions for service with the line battalion in the field, will devolve on the

commanding officers of Volunteer battalions. The terms of enlistment for

officers and men will be for one year, or for not less than the period of the

war. Full instructions for the information of all concerned will be issued

with the least possible delay through General Officers commanding districts.

A committee was formed to assist in organising the Yeomanry force, among
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The Imperial Yeomanry
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African Contingent of tiie Imperial Yeomanry. These troops were formed only
of men who had South African tixpcrience, and had seen service there.

'! iC following is a list of the various battalions:

—

1st Battalion (Colonel Chalioner)— ist and 2nd Co. Royal Wiltshire
Yeomanry; 4th Co. Glamorganshire Detachment; 3rd Co. Gloucestershire
Yeomanry. 2nd Battalion (Colonel Burke)—32nd Co. Lanca.shire Hussiirs

;

2ist and 22nd Co. Cheshire Yeomanry; 5th Co. Warwickshire Yeomanry.
3rd Battalion (Colonel Younghusband)—9th Co. Yorkshire Hussars; nth Co.
Yorkshire Dragoons; 12th Co. South Notts; 10th Co. Notts (Sherwood
Rangers). 4tii Battalion (Colonel Blair)—7th Co. Leicestershire Yeomanry

;

8th Co. Derbyshire Yeomanry ; 6th Co. Stafibrdshire Yeomanry ; 28th Co.
Bedfordshire Detachment. 51)1 Battalion (Colonel Meyrick)— 14th and 15th
Co. Northumberland; I3tli Co. Shropshire; i6th Co. Worcestershire. 6th
Battalion (Colonel Burn)— 17th Co. Ayrshire Yeomanry; i8th o. Lanark-
shire Yeomanry; 19th Co. Lothian and Berwickshire; 20th Co. Fife Ligiit

Horse. 7tli Battalion (Colonel Helyar)—27th Co. Royal ist Devon,
Royal North Devon

;
48th Co. North Somerset ; 2Sth Co. West Somerset

;

26th Co. Dorsetshire. 8th Battalion (Colonel Crawley)—23rd Co. Duke of
Lancaster's Own; 5 ist and S2nd Co. Mr. Paget's Corps; 24th Co. West-
moreland and Cumberland. 9th Battalion (Colonel Howard)—29th Co.
Denbighsiiire; 30th Co. Pembrokeshire; 31st and 49th Co. Montgomery-
shire, loth Battalion (Colonel Lord Chesham)—37th and 38th Co. Bucking-
hamshire; 39th Co. Berkshire; 40th Co, Oxfordshire, nth Battalion (Colonel
Wilson)—42nd Co. Hertfordshire; 43rd and 44th Co. Suffolk; 41st Co.
Hampshire Carabineers. 12th Battalion (Colonel Mitford)—34th and 3Sth
Co. Middlesex; 33rd Co. Royal East Kent; 36th Co. West Kent. 13th
Battalion—54th and 56th Co. Irish (Belfast) Companies; 45th Co. Irish

(Dublin) Company
;
47th vJo. Lord Donoughmore's Corps (Duke of Cambridge's

Own). 14th Battalion (Lieut-Colonel Brookfield)— 55th Co. Northumberland
;

53rd Co. Royal East Kent; soth Co. Hampshire; 62nd Co. Middlesex.
15th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel Sandwith)—56th and 57th Co. Bucks; 58th
Co. Berks; 59th Co. Oxford. i6th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel Ridley)—63rd
Co. Wilts; 64th Co. Cheshire; 6sth Co. Suffolk; 66th Co. York. 17th
Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel Moore ?)—6oth Co. North Irish, Belfast; 6ist Co.
South Irish, Dublin. i8th Battalion—67th, 70th, and 71st Co. Sharpshooters.
19th Battalion (Lieut.-Colonel Rodney ?)—69th Co. Sussex; 68th Co. Paget's
Corps

; 72nd Co. Rough Riders ; 73rd Co. Paget's Corps.
Each battalion consisted of four companies of 1 16 each.

Colonel Viscount Downe, who was serving on Lord Roberts's staff in South
Africa, was elected to command a brigade of the Imperial Yeomanry, and
Lieutenant tlie Hon. R. F. Molyneux, Royal Horse Guards, was selected as his

aide-de-camp.

Lord Dunraven's Battalion of Sharpshooters embarked for Africa to join

the Rhodesian Force on the 6th of April. It was composed of four companies.
The 67th, under the command of Captain Crum (late 52nd Regiment), was
accompanied by Lieutenants Langford, Jones, Curley, and Dyke. The 75th,

commanded by Major Warden (late Middlesex Regiment), was accompanied
by Lieutenants Gabbett, Power, Warde, and Bosanquet. The 70th Company,
comprising the Scottish Unit under Colonel Hill (late 1 2th Lancers), was
accompanied by Lieutenants Clark, Torrance, Hotchkiss, and Andrews. The
remaining company was commanded by Sir Savile Crossley.

The Earl of Dunravcn, the founder of the corps, went to South Africa as
Supernumerary Captain on the Battalion Staff.
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to South Africa as

The City Imperial Volunteers

THE CITY IMPERIAL VOLUNTEERS

AfrS: wT^rntet wL?";"
r

' ^

^"'''-' •« -d to South
soldiers throughout the Sry Tore was^ a f"'"' ''^"i?*"

""^ ^^ *^-"-"
oficred to earn distinction h he field a^fdh^.'""""""

«=hance never before
seasonable and appropriate, for the cxn;e«!r.„ r ''u?-

"" ''PP^'-tunity-most
display, the universal and ^ffervesLu^^^^^^^^^ »?"^'u

°P'"'o". ""fl for the
of outlet in the prosaic walkrore^e v.^':,X

^
^t!'

had found little chance
as a surprise, and surprise in a fru,

,",' J .

^'"'^'^^ intimation came
The proposal to employ "a s ronJo^ " ' ^•^^•^'°P«' "'to unrestrained joy.
was no 'sooner pu& thin "L v^ r'S^:' '-^'-^'^^J'^.

«<='ected Volunteeis"^'
all eager to know what chance of ,,Hr hS . dTn

^"^"^
""'t

^f'P"'^''"^,
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'-'
' ^'" "'^ S''?^'''' "li'ifnry move-

Colonel Sir Howard Vincent vol^nteci,'' '^n ;;ksl'n "^f"'"^
°^ Parliament

Africa, and other colonels of V^ ,.,.
"'-yksmen for service n South

Trotter (conimanding the Home^tt cT)%3"^:^ k'^T''
''"' C^-^'

nient of Volunteers in the present crSvLf^'^ "" ^"'''^'^ "^^' "'«^ ^"'P'oy-
care to profit by the lesson tSLl ""''' ^'^"'^"sfrate for all who should
possesses by ou^nationTaTorceuS^^ '°"^

°', "^'"^" ^^'^ielf
force was practically a force of n^.t^i * ^ ^^' ^^^"""fntal nations. This
"Regular^" were Jlf Srale' 1 o s and"' fi't t"''

""'?"; "''"' ""'"'^ tie
shooters of the Boers. The Liksman.L of

'°P' ^" ' "'" "'*'"^'' ^^arp-
Volunteers has for many years SerDheil.lr"^-'^ '''" ^""^°"

^^''P^
'^

company of the 13th Middlesex ther/i"?' *'"^ " '^'''' '^'"^ t*^'-" '"one

ct.rd°roLs«''^ •

^'-"^^^^

&^°ptrrtSripr;eT^ p^rdomTf^r^^the officers of the regiment at the Gni HhnM J\'^
^"^ ""•'" conferred upon

service was held at St. Pail's Ca'hedraf TH." f''
*''" ''"P'-^^sive farewell

was somewhat difficult, owL to t^h^ di'n.. I,'
^^P"'-'."'-^ ''^'"ough London

thronged the streets to ^ee the last oHhem
^"tf^^^'^^tic multitude that

tl-ltiirt.STn^hforSl^L^oT^ ^- J- '^'^^'-' ^-»)' -^o was
of the splendid work that h?d beer-ccoLn ish.7\^

'''''^^"'" ^"°""'
and despatch of the regiment This l^nf -lid of the prompt equipn^cnt
the enormous undertakfng, though it d'^^n

^°"%^^.'y ^"^ modestly describes
personal interest and magn ficent t li^- -"'^

sufficiently enlarge on the keen
great scheme. The Lord MTyor '7d << F^ot^'t^u

^^ '^'^ P'"'"^^ "'°^^'- ''" the
mander-in-Chief did me the honour of nln.L -^ "T^"' "'^^" ^^^ Com-
trate of the City of London Z'r.V'"^ '"r""^

''^"'^'' ^' ^^'^^ ^^S^^'
qualified VolunteL for servfc i^ SoSh f^ °" "^ ''^''""''' °^ thoroughly
pressed with the respo^siS of he trus^^nH 7;' •

^''' ^'''' Profoundly im-
made on behalf of the CorDoration nnH r .

'he importance of c\ery promise
integrity. The original promi e was ?L iK^trn

L?"^°"
^'^'"g ^^'fil'^d in its

mended by their commanding officers a^TL^^ ^^ ''" Volunteers, all recom-
all bachelors, and that a feast 2S ,ho^ M

T" '""""'^ "'''
'^'"'"^J'-^^-e J'^^^.s,

20th of December rVsoornnr ^ ,'^ ^^ mounted. That was on the
of London,S the appr'oll of t^e^^ ^,'? °' ^^'^'•"-3' dpco), the gV;

General Officer commLIrtrHre%lst£- Sn^eTrXrltle^d
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The Transvaal War
Cane"'^Fn!f/'"^ vt '"^^^^^'^ ^'"^ '^'"'' ^"^ 'heir l.orses ready at theCape Four small Max.m guns, with 200,000 rounds of ammunition havealso been sh.pped. A highly trained battery of field artille y n ain"v oro

tiol. of "Ih "E^a^rr^rn'^^?*"^^^
Company,^hrough the Sous oipL":

R ? AiK ^ ?^ Denbigh, composed of 140 men and officers left theRoyal Albert Docks by the steamship A/o,U/ori. This sectbn tooklv th it

Sei"; f,f,
-P°""f '^ q-=k-firing guns and ample ammuni bn to^ t

Ser vTS'.T'^i °r"° i""'"'''
P"*-*^"^^^^^ ^'''> '' 'hey must be o a

s^/^::(SteiS-n^^^^^^
the responsibility of the Headquarters Staff in South Africa in resoirofmaintenance of U|e corps. The regiment constitutes a pa of Lor mSv^regular army^ The officers and men are soldiers, and remain so dS thecampaign. The time has been very brief, but th re has be n neither h^ur^

I2i-P0UNDER QUICK-FIRINO FlKLD-GUN-ClTY OP LoXDON FlELD BaTTERV
By permission of Messrs. Vickers, Sons & .M...xi„,, and the publishers of the Enpne^r.)

nor confusion, and the explanation of the successful results may be fairivsummed -.p as foHows: As soon as Lord Wolseley accepted my offer Son behalf of the Corporation and City, I ^ as in the%osition of an auto r?t inthis business, and the power of the purse was promptly placed at my disposal-.n the first instance by the Corporation with its grant of i:2S,oo^^y £ CU^
ArSv T""'""'!

'he large shipowners, bankers, merchants the' HonouraSArtillery Companies, its members, and the citizens generally. The Metro-politan Volunteer commanding officers vied with each other as to who coddm ' Tl.'"'"'
^° '^' r'' ^°'-'^' ^"d he the most useful. The res" tIS that, vvith the excep ,on of a few staff officers from the regular army theofficers of the Gty Imperial Volunteers are gentlemen engaged in civil mSusbut who have spent years in efficiently performing thiir duties The non.'

fied men'Zdin°"':r'
'' "-' P-^fully picked from the vast band of quali-hed men holding the same or higher rank in their own Volunteer reginientsand every man of the rank and file has been expressly recommended by h,s

TaveTaftitW 'V)' Tl'-^'^
'"^^ ^"°"^^ '° '^'^^- Several commie .?nave dealt with se:i and land transport, equipment, saddlery, and finance andVolunteer commanding officers have r.rved on all Ihese. A committee of the
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"""" »'>« rcniiired lUainr
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'f"" <in» between
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front with no burning desire for Horv k ,t • u^ ''J'°'^
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^^enry. u Company—Caotain F I

Captain R. B. Shipleyf
" Lieul"' t W }' P^Ten'so^-

^^"""^^^ ^ *^- ->'-
F Company-Captain W. Edis; L^utenant P F •R^""''"f.'

f"" B- Marsh.

t- .
„^ Company-Captain A A How^if. t- /

'°^'^
' lieutenant S. H.
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pfe-^£j:;a-S--Se-^^^^^^^
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CHAPTER VIII

AT COLESBERG

THE troops with General French were in very fine fettle.
1 hey had no past history

; they were not damped by the
remembrance of a Majesfontein, a Stormberg. or a
Colenso. They had perfect confidence in their chief-

V u J 7 , . J"^^ enough hard work to keep their wits
polished and their minds alert, and in the intervals there was
sport of a kind for those who fancied it.

Fighting in and around Colesberg was incessant. The Boers
were most stubborn in their determination to get rid of the British
and General French was equally stubborn in his determination to
get rid of the Boers! Colesberg was a situation to be desired, and
both British and Boer forces fought desperately to hold it. It is
situated some thirty-seven miles north of Naauwport, which is the
junction of a branch line to De Aar. Between Naauwport and Coles-
berg are undulating pastures, and the town itself, which boasts a
population of 190D souls, possesses three—till lately—thriving hotels
In addition to these attractions it has for the Boers another—the
attraction of being the birthplace of Oom Paul. Its capture would
have mightily impressed the waverers in Cape Colony, consequently
General French determined to celebrate the New Year by makinJ
another lunge at the enemy.

Early on Monday morning his troops took up a position upon
the kopjes surrounding the town. His force, divided into two
brigades commanded by Colonel Porter (Carabineers) and Colonel
hisli^r (loth Hussars), siiuultaneously attacked the Boer position.

Ihe second brigade started from Rensburg at five on the
previous afternoon, passed the night at Haider's farm, and in the
small hours proceeded to their destination, the Boer position on
Kul_Kop, and seized the kopjes overlooking Colesberg on the west.

Ihe advance was made on the Boer haunts at nine, and was
greeted by a tornado from the surprised enemy, whose position ex-
tended for six miles round the entire village. Our artillery answered
briskly, continuing a two hours' argument which had the result of
effectually silencing the seven or eight Boer guns. (Curiously

T°n^u i^L
'"^P^c^'O"' " was discovered that some of the Boer

shells had been manufactured at the Royal Laboratory, Woolwich
Meanwhile the cavalry and horse-artillery were endeavouring
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At Colesberg
to work round to the north nf th..ever nimble, was kept " on the l-t " ^"l^"^^' P°^'^^'o"- The foe
hill. Brilh-antly the'fierkshit u^^er Sv'^'m''::^^^"

^^^ hil/Ta
a kopje to the west of CoIesb;ra- op' t

J°'' ^'^'Cracken, stormed
and pounng a torrent of lead on .he

.^^^'"^ successive positions
w| h loud shouts! Splendfdly wheeled the

^p' ^^ ^^^ '" ^'^'^^^-^
i^isher, executing at the same ffm^fl Jhe cavalry, under Colonel
round the Dutchmen, who hadC tL ?^'

movement and clos^n^Tn
towards the west, followed always bv the'fi'? Ju' ^"^"'^ '^^^'^^
peculiar disposition of the manvkoL" • T^^' ^""^ ^^'"g to the
pursuing them was difficuirfn thdrMV^'

''""'^>^ the^ask of
Junction they were hotly chased bvZ. ^?^^ ^^^^''^^ Colesberg
^^^^eft^almost in our hand

' ^ ' '^""^'"J^' ^"^ Colesberg itseff

train wilhinThl ByrsrSs^waTmv?'-" T^^"' '^''^'^^'i- A
was earned by the impetus glen toT in t'h."'^^

''^ '" "^°^'°"' -"^
Imes. It travelled slSwly. but suffic enl ? .

'^'''°" °^ ^^^ ^^^'
and as the machine was full of sudd ies

'° ^^' °"' °^ '^^'^''
and destroy it rather than allow the it

"^^^^^ary to fire on
rebe treachery. The brake we efoun/'toJ'^P.^^^ '^"^^'^ ^f
the trucks and a Dutchman was Lre^.i

^^^^ been taken off
perpetrated the deed. At firsr^n Z? .

°" ^^^pidon of having
trucks, the working Dartv beinl ^""P,^ "^^^ "^^^e to mend thf
Mounted Infantry? but hese S '""T"'!^ ^y Carabineers and he
finally the trucks^haSlo be firldTo n?^"'"^^! ^^ '^^ Boers and
ained. a quantity of rum from foil •

P- ^^^".^ ^^^ '"^^ions they con-
rhe New SouthVales W^,I'unl;^ '^'

^r^"^^
^' ^he eLm"-.

to the scene to avert looting ^v the ll ^^^''\^'^^: ^^o were sent
holding the position and retininl the fiV^ vl^^'"

^^"""^ ""^^'^ fi^e.
The small force under Geneml Frll^"'' ^'^^' gallantry.

Of'fp S^
'^" Carabineers^ ?oh HussaJ.' T'^'V^,?-^

^^ ^^'^ ''^^^

^ M ^ ?^"^'"'^^ °f Horse Ardllerv the R ^?"?'"'"- Dragoons,
the New South Wales Lancers and li ^?'^f^''^' ^"d Suffolks
hmited number he had wnril^ ? ^^^ Zealanders, With th;«
from the kopfes imm^dfa" tyllS A^^'dT'^.'^

I^"^^^- »
t nually to shift their tMsiffnn .

'^™ndel, and forem? them ron-
.hem fron, gaining^Xd" TheTe" o??''

"f^'-^'y ^erred

e^Sua.^" - ^^ •^"^htSrSLt-eftSd"?
.hel^tCTadeTsuESl^p"';? ^rr. ^' ^^''-k o„
beyond CoI«k„p, westward ofX town ?.''

"l"
'^"^'"^ Po^"™

commun,ca„ons with the northern waggon Wd«^°'""«
to reopen
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The Transvaal War
In General French's report of the day's work, he said- "Theenemy was found to have established himself in strength at some hills

running about east and west at right angles to the left rear of our
position. 1 he cavalry on the left should not have allowed him to do
this unseen^ but in ^urning him out they rendered signal service
Ihe loth Hussars, with two guns which I sent to them, threatened
to take them in reverse, and they were heavily fired upon by the
remaining four guns of O Battery in front. This caused several
hundred to abandon the position, and the plain was covered with flyinfr
horsemen. 1 he loth Hussars on one flank, and a squadron of the
Inniskillings on the other, dashed after them. The loth Hussars
were checked by some of the Boers taking up a strong position in
sonie rocks to cover the retreat of the others. In a most gallant
style Colonel Wisher dismounted his men and led them on foot
against this position, which they carried with great boldness and
intrepidity.

, -11 V" «^his daring operation, I regret to say. Major Harvey was
killed, and Major Alexander severely wounded.

"The 6th Dragoons, led by Captain E. A. Herbert, showed no
less dash, pursuing the enemy, mounted, and inflicting some loss
with their lances. Some 200 of the enemy had. however, still clung
to the hills, and after shelling them for some considerable time, both
in front and flank, I decided to clear the position with the Mounted
Infantry. Advancing under cover of the fire of the artillery
Captain De Lisle moved his men with great skill to a position
where he could move against the enemy's right flank. Here he
dismounted and advanced to attack, choosing the ground with
admirable care. At this threat at least 100 more of the Boers took
to flight in many small parties, the remainder endeavoured to check
the Mounted Infantry advance. When one half the position was
made good, a final exodus was made by the enemy, and twenty-one
last remaining Boers surrendered. The Mounted Infantry suffered
no casualties. This operation was most skilfully and boldly carried
out by Captain De Lisle. It has been conclusively ascertained that
on this day the enemy lost upwards of ninety killed and wounded
our casualties being six killed and fifteen wounded."

On the 5th of January, Lieutenant Sir John Milbankr whj wert
out with a patrol of five men on the plain north of Coie'^b°rg
came in touch with the enemy. The Boers galloped up to intercept
the small British party, and Sir John Milbanke was slightly wounded
in the thigh. This form of skirmish was an almost daily occurrence
for round the place was a species of Boer girdle. The Dutchmen!
like flies—swept ofif at one moment to return the next—now buzzed
in the hills within a mile radius from the town, while on the northm the direction of the Free State, and in the east towards Aliwal
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At CoJesberg

^^r:'Z':t^7tsitr''''''^.p—-o- or .he
commancled the road to Orange I ive? Td t ^'"u^^'^^ P'^^^'^^-^^Yto the town. That this hilf should be 1 if•°'t^''

'"^^^^ ^^^^ing
eminently desirable, and Colonel W,. " ^'.'^''^ possession wai
"I'ght be easily tak;n andSI uf W-?h r^'^

^^^ '^^^ that It
mission, on Friday, the 5 th of Janu "rv^i

^'""''^^ ^''^'"^hs per-
a midnight one. for the purnose "f J'"^ ""''f

^^"^ ''" ^^P^^'''^"^He started forth at two o'dock on ,h/""'"^
'^^ ^^^^'^^^^ posiiion

companies of the Suffolk Regimem TfT^ '^
l^'

''^' -''h fou
the darkness for about a mfl! thev r.^ff/'f'^'"^^ stealthily in3 his kop e had been often reconnoLedh '• " ^°°^ °^ '^e hill,
was not due to any rashness on Z^? n . .^ '""'I"''"

^^^^^s. and it

the hill. In the morning twilight thev w^ ".'^^^ ^° ^'^^ ^^P of
who, aware of their design «^ • ^ ^^""^ attacked by the enemv
the troops fallen i-n o a mo Thn??'''"f

'^''^- ^o compttelyTad
at a distance of only thi v^A' ' 7 ?" S^"^ "^'^^^^ out^he/vvere
who had halted to'adS ,1 e 'S the'^T^^"""'

'^^^ ^''-eT
officers, were wounded before theS^"^^,^ j^j""'^"^' ^"^ two othe;
|'"gle shot. Indeed, so Sly we'^h ^"^ '^^^"d time to fire a
Watson on giving ordLV Ih^^^'^^y r"',^ ^"' ^^^^^ Colonel
Suddenly orders, none knew from S'/""" '^^'^l^^ ^"^ bullets.
Some said it was a ruse of the Boe s rr'^ §^'^n""

^^ "'"^ti'-e."
Pjckets. some thousand yards off bew!?* u^^

'^^' ^^^ ^ack to the
officers

; others-about a hunLj^ T^ '^^ °''^^'' ^^"^e from the r
remained, refusing to budge The/f"'' JT'^^ ""^'^'^ ^"d menl
ally compelled to^urreX. Alfwt^^^.-^r^J^' '^"^ -^^e even^^
prisoners. Of eleven officers but n^^

billed wounded, or taken
evidently well-informed of thj coriln^-^"'^'^:^'^ '.

"^^^^ ^^^^rs were
their tactics were so cleve and combined tf..°S'''''

Programme, and
something of a panic when .!.« r

^^^^ they contr ved to creite
tliemselvis only^repal'g t "atcr^'' ^"?^' ^^o though?
Cri.cs sitting in ju^dgiSent ft home dect'red'th^

^^1"'^^^^ ^"^^^^d.
would have averted ^he chance nfK- ^'^^^ ordinary precautions
knew Kaffir ways and h^ ond tfoT^fThr^P'''

^"
'^^hers. who

keyho e was an ear and every leaf of o / ^ '^°""^''y' ^^^^re every

the CoTonlltv^efgT^eta^Ll;'^ ^^'^ '^'' •• " '^ ^ ^-'te certain
too They remainfd'ro a Jn ^^-.^^^^^f

^^^^^^^^^ would Lve retSS
'

farly. and could not hold hiTHfle H. 5^"^"],' ^^° ^^^ w°"ncled
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The Transvaal War
attacked, although it had been carefully reconnoitred. The ditch,

with the loopholed wall near the top of the hill, could only have

been discovered by a balloon. The Colonel's last words were,.

' Remember Gibraltar, my boys ! '" '

There was deep regret at the loss of this distinguished officer,

and the whole force lamented the first check which this column had

sustained. The enemy was shelled at intervals, so as to make his

position as uncomfortable as possible, but the Boers still remained in

possession of the route leading to the Free State by Achtertang.

Soon the Essex Regiment was sent on to replace the ist Suffolk,

who went south to recruit their shattered forces.

Among the wounded officers was Major Graham ; Lieutenants

Wilkins, Carey, and White were killed. With those taken pri-

soners were Captains Brett, Thomson, Brown ; Second Lieutenants

Allen, Wood-Martin, and Butler. Of the men, 26 were killed, 45

wounded, and 72 taken prisoners or missing.

The British occupied Slingersfontein on the 9th of January.

From this time Colonel Porter and his splendidly alert troops—the

5th Dragoons, New Zealanders and New South Wales Lancers-

were busily occupied in keeping the enemy "on the run," forcing

him to leave one kopje after another, and maintaining harassing

tactics which entirely upset the Dutchmen's calculations. Still the

Boers were ubiquitous. They now held a strong position between

Colesberg and Slingersfontein, from which with the small force at

hand it was impossible to dislodge them. On vhe 13th, the incon-

venience of the situation was rendered more intense by a perfect

cyclone of dust which caused the utmost discomfort. IVIeals were

also made impossible by the aggressive attacks of the enemy, whO'

plumped shell after shell in the midst of the camp. Colonel Porter

retired his troops to the cover of a neighbouring hill, while three

squadrons of the 6th Dragoon Guards and four guns of O Battery,

Horse Artillery, advanced across the plain and prepared to tackle the

' Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur John Watson was forty-six years of age. He entered the

army as a sub-lieutenant of the 12th Foot (now the Berkshires) on August 9, 1873, and re-

ceived his lieutenancy from the same date. He was instructor of musketry to the regimeiit

from February 12, i88o, to January 24, 1883, received his company on the 14th of April

following, and, passin'^ the Staff College in 1884, served with the Dechuanaland Expedition

under Sir Charles Warren later in the year, and from February 17 to October 28, 1885, was.

brigade-major in Bechuanaland, being honourably mentioned in dispatches. He was em-

ployed on staff service with the Egyptian army from February 12 to September 7, 1886,

obtaining his major's commission on October 21 following ; and in t888 served in the Hazara

Expedition as brigade-major to the first column under Brigadier-General Channer, when,

he was again mentioned in dispatches, and received the medal with clasp. From July

20, 1889, to February 20, 1896, he was garrison instructor in Bengal, and deputy assist-

ant-adjutant-general for instruction in the Punjaub, taking part in 1895 in the operations

in the Chitral, accompanying the relief force under Sir Robert Low, acting as road

commandant on the lines of communication. For his services in this campaign he received

his second medal with clasp. He was gazetted lieutenant-colonel of the Suffolk Regiment

on September 19, 1898.
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The Ticiiiovaal War
On the 15th the Xew Ziiilandcrs had an excellent opportunity of

exhibiting their smartness anil dash. The Boers made a stubborn

attempt to seize a lull that practically commanded the country to

east and west of their main position. '!'/
.

'1 ' le eminence was
held by a detachment uf New Zealanuers and D Company of the

Yorkshire Regiment umlcr Captain Orr. I''..irly in the morning
desultory firin;; began, and later the Boers, increasing the warmth
of their li.c, worked towards the right of the position held by the

New Zealaiulers. At the .same time they assailed the Yorkshires,

directing their fire at a small w ill held by them and forcing them
to keep c'')S(; cover. Gradually the Boers advanced, creeping to-

wards ti e wall ever nearer and nearer. They then blazed furiously

from their j)osition on the slopes, killing; the Sergeant-Major and
wounding Captain Orr. At this time Captain Madocks, R.A.
(attached to the New Zealand Mounted Rilles), and ten New
Zealanders appeart'd on the scene, and, t« the dismay of the Boers,

the whole party willi a dash and a yell leapt over the wall an
'

charged down on their assailants with fixed bayonets. It was a
splendid act, and one which, as the officer conmianding the York-
shires hid dropped wounded, came just in time to save the

situation.

Away rushed the enemy, rolling one over another in their effort

to be off, while a sustaiii'xl storm of bullets intlicted Ik ,r,y loss on
their retreating numbers. From the distance they made a feeble

attempt to fire at the gallant fellows \vh > had louted them, but
eventually they retired to ihe su. ill kopjes ; . the base of the contested

hill. There they were s, ited Ly a deta«.iiinent of two guns of O
Battery from the west of ihe kopje. The enemy's long-range gun
now came into play and forced the British guns to move their

position farther to l" '^ we .';. That done, the small kopjes were
effectively shelled and the Dutchmen's lire silenced. The whole
engagement was a signal success, and the Yorkshires ana New
Zealanders were well pleased with their sliue cf the day's work.

Twenty-one Boers were left dead on •' e fiek' and many more were
wounded. (On the morning of this ly 1 unfortunate iicident

occurred at C )lesberg. Lieutenant ^ om )n, R.H.A., w.iile out

scouting, was wounded and taken priauner. This officer, tr rether

witV' ^lieutenants Talbot Ponsonby, Lamont. and Aldridgi, was
especially mentioned for services performed with the guns.)

The events of the last few days had served to show that, how-
ever the Colonials might differ in their customs, habits, and ideas,

they were assuredly identical in their dogged bravery and their fine

spirit of dash—
" They corae of The Blood, slower to bless than to ban,

Little used to lie down at the bidding of any man,"

—
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The Transvaal War
and Captain Madocks and ,iis hardy New Zcdanders had now the
wcU-mcritcd good fortune to have earned the esteem and ap-
preciation of all who had seen tlicir splendid rush to the rescue
of the Yorkshires. On the i6th General l-'rench visited the New
Zj.ilanders' camp and conjrratulatcd them on their gallant conduct
during the fight

The Hoers now brought to bear on the position one of the guns
captured by them at Stormberg, and launched some ten shots into
the kopjes held by a company of the Welsh Regiment. They got
as good as they gave, and before long the enemy was completely
silenced. General French's system was a tit-for-tat form of war-
fare, which failed to commend itself to tlie Dutchmen. It served
well, however—in default of sufficient troops to make any definite
advance—to hold the enemy from proceeding farther south in
British territory. News now came in that a large force of Dutch-
men had been transferred from Majesfontein for the purpose of
reinforcing the Boer commandoes at Colesberg, and thus rendering
the paralysis of the Brit'sh complete.

A very serious disaster befell a patrol ronsisting partly of New
South Wales Lancers and South Australian Horse, who had so
nobly volunteered their services to the Mother Country at the begin-
ning of the war. On the morning of the i6th of January a party of
nineteen rode out from Colonel Porter's cam.p for the purpose of
reconnoitring towards Ochtertang. It was not yet dawn, but they
pursued their investigations, reaching Norval Camp without seeing
any signs of the enemy. About 8 a.m. they commenced the return
journey naturally with a feeling of greater security than when they
started. They unfortunately fell into an ambush. A hot fight en-
sued, but the Boers were in overwhelming numbers, and the party
was hard pressed. Two escaped to camp, and six more, after hiding
till it was possible to make good their escape, followed them. The
rest were made prisoners, but not without a struggle, as the bodies
of four dead Australian and seven dead Boer horses, left on the
field, served to testify. Lieutenant Dowling was killed. The enemy
now occupied Klein Toren to the north of Slingersfontein.

On the 1 8th inst. Major-General Clements, D.S.O., arrived with
two regiments of the 12th Brigade (the Royal Irish and the Wor-
cestershire), and was placed in command of all the troops at and
east of Slinger's Farm. Two battalions were posted at that place,
and occupied a good commanding position, which had been well
fortified and intrenched.

General Clements had also, at Slinger's, on ompany New
Zealand Mounted Rifles; one squadron and four guns. Colonel
Porter, 6th Dragoon Guards, with four squadrons, two guns, and
one company of infantry, was posted at a farm called Potfontein,
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The Transvaal War
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The Transvaal War
cepting the road and holding the hills, but these, with a detached

part of Colonel Hannay's force, were held where they were, while

the main body with the baggage pushed on to their destination. On
the 1 2th General French—who was now for the first time since his

departure from Ladysmith, in command of a cavalry division

—

seized the crossing of the Riet River at Dekiel's Drift, whereupon

the 6th and 7th Divisions there encamped themselves.

Before going further, it is necessary to follow the movements of

the Highland Brigade, movements which materially assisted the

development of the intricate plan of advance.

"FIGHTING MAC" AT KOODOESBERG

The Boers were now threatening the line between the Orange and

Modder Rivers, and in consequence of various reports regarding their

movements Colonel Broadwood proceeded to Sunnyside with the

Royal Horse Artillery, Mounted Infantry, and Roberts's Horse, the

newly-raised regiment from whom great things were expected. The

enemy retired and crossed the Riet River, taking care to keep well out

of the way, for it was known that " Fighting Mac " was on the warpath,

and the last thing the rebels desired was to find their own line of

communications interrupted.

On the 3rd of February General Macdonald with the Highland

Brigade, 9th Lancers, 9th and 62nd Batteries Royal Field Artillery,

moved out in a westerly direction with a view to blocking the main

drift at Koodoesberg, and thus preventing a force reported to be

coming from Griqualand West from joining that coming from the

north for the purpose of cutting Lord Methuen's line of communica-

tion. There was also another motive for the movement, and that

was to attract the attention and energy of the enemy while Lord

Roberts was arranging for a decisive stroke in another quarter. The

march was a trying one owing to the tropical temperature, exposure to

a scorching sun, and the perpetual inconvenience of dust. The troops,

however, bore it bravely. They bivouacked at Fraser's Drift, and

on the following (Sunday) morning moved forward to Koodoesberg.

The distance—some thirteen miles—was covered, again in sweltering

conditions, over a shadeless expanse of rough road, which reflected the

glare of the heavens and threw out hot rays as from a baker's oven.

Men dropped continually from sunstroke, and exhaustion, and thirst

;

but, fortunately, owing to the near proximity of the river, there were

few serious cases. The troops arrived at their destination about

one o'clock, without having seen any Boers. On reaching the drift

the men refreshed themselves by bathing in the river, a luxury in

which they revelled. But repose was short. A hurried meal of

•bully beef and biscuits and they were at work again, providing for
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cc Fighting Mac" at Koodoesbero-
contingencies.

_
Two thousand yards off were a group of kooiesbehmd which It was said some 4000 Boers were hiding!^

^^ '

tectihe'cHrnnd'' "^"'"v
'
'''"^'"'^ '° '""''''''' breasfworks to pro-

wh le thP nH. T

^'^ his positions on north and south of the river.

Tountrv .n
""''"

t""^
'^"•"

'f°"'^
reconnoitred the surroundingcountry to ascertain the strength and disposition of the enemyThey came on a small picket of Boers-there was a rapid exchan .^of sho.s-but on the nearer approach of our troops the Boers fled

Map illustrating the Movement to Koodoesbero.

On Monday both sides of the river were taken possession of Alarge body of mounted Boers were seen advancing about 2^0 yards

fl^'ttnU V""^
firing a few shots at the British fo'^ce no ser^us^con

flict took pace. On ). uesr.iy there was a smart race between ourmen and a large force of Boers advancing fron: their Leers Bo^hparties made for a bf,. kopje, which was cleverly gaTned by 'he

Tf^^pu'r^^rb; ^hTSn^er
"^''^- ^'^ ^-"^^' ^^-^^ ^td

At nine o'clock on Wednesday, the 7th, the Boers who had en

be'Sn t7ll1r: " ''^'^^
2 ''rU''^ '^ ^h^ sc^nfof ac'ti^n;began to blaze out upon the Seaforth Highlanders. These withalacrity, sprang to action. As a nrlv^tP caid " if wa- rot .MV

iontein affair this time, and a holy joy filled our heL^^tThe-pro^S
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The Transvaal War
of having a little bit of our own back." The enemv was estnbhshed at the north end of Koodoesberg, whence th^y she led ttworks that were be.ng constructed to protect the drift.

^
It the dr^-twere seven companies of Highland Light Infantry' On he le

Soars' t'o"^'^^"
''"^^",^^^^^1"^ "'^'^^^^^^^^^

beaforths two guns, and the 9th Lancers observing both flanksHolding the south end of Koodoesberg on the ricrht bank of tSr.ver were the Black Watch, half a battalion of L for h one com!pany of Highland L.ght Infantry, and four guns (62nd Field BattervAn anmiated battle ensued, and the British guns did splendfd exc-

T!t J?^ ""W '"''^ '^^^' behind hastUy-construcS sanArsand the bullets of the enemy failed to touch them. There u<rf noevidences of the celebrated Boer marksmanship on thi o asion

effort to'rZTe^H'n".''" ^'^^ ?^^P"^^' ^"' -^^^^ - ^oS^-ettort to rout the Highlanders from their position. The 62nd FieldBattery, after some smart cannonading, which was as effective as hwas vigorous, forced the Dutchmen to%hift their gun to a position

Iltte^hT'• ^^^"'"^"^ ''^ "^^P°" ^' ^^^ Dutchmen was luencTd

Meanwhile, at the request of General Macdonald GenerilBabmgton. with his own regiment of cavalry (12th LanceVs) and

Sve^ The7l"rr ^"'"">'' '^^^ ^^^" ^-P^^^hed froTM^derKive..
1 hey started at 1 1.30 a.m. on the 7th. and had they arrived

hUm:dSin.^^^ ^" '' ''' ^^^-- °f ^'^ --^ -^ -S2y

onlv^arriver;t'Zr"''T''f
''°"^

''^t
"^"'^ ^'^^ ""^ '^^ dodder, andonly arrived at four o clock, in time, however, to quickly pursue thefoe m h.s retr^^t northwards, which retreat h;d been bJgun wi^h allspeed on the first hint of the coming of an additional force Thesufferings endured by some of the cav^alry were intense! and one man

burrnlll^r°ecfve?er"^^
^"' '''"'- ^'^^^^ '^ P'^^^^M^^^^^^

While the great struggle was taking place it was discovered thathe enemy was intrenched at a small drifron the west. Whereupontwo companies of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlander becameengaged in a smart skirmish, and gave the Federafs so warm a t^^ethat by nightfall, after being shelled in their trenches, they u^re ^kd
thel"r^' V '"'^ f ^^ "^^'"'"^ '^' ^"^"^y had eniirel/evacuSdtheir position, and not a vestige of them was to be seen Had thecavalry not been utterly worn out on reaching che scene of action

refu^et m|l™^'
'^^^ '^^" ^^'' before^hey had^re t^S

n/r
7}^^ t'!?'"'P^

*'^^"' ""'^^'' 0''ders from Lord Methuen retired tn

_i
.
n!.r,d.i;., made a moonlight march to Fraser's Drift, returnin?^
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"Fighting Mac" at Koodoesberg

south bank of the Hver Amon^ he^""" l^'''
^^'''^'^ «" ^'^^

after having been prc-vbusly sTul bv , huUe?TTl
^^''"^ "'^^•

wounded by a shelK Lieutenant tS .

' '1,
^^^" "^^^''^^

notable golfer, and a genera favourite 'iso fell'^ fr'"'
•°^^^''' ^

eventually died of his injuries
' """• '""^ ^^^P'^'" ^ykyn

General iMacdonald's reconnaissance nt Kr^r.r} u j^ -r
entirely satisfactory. The positbn her. L

^""^"^^^^'-g: Drift was

activities to the wet of MajesfoS n^ hf/"^"\'" 'j^^'P!"^ Boer
was developing his d1 ins In iT . u

^ ^'"'^ '!^^^" ^°'"^ ^^^berts

enemy had been I tm f^^"^"^ ^° '''^ ^^^^ «^ ^hat place. The
son.el'yZntd^•'lP\^:rtrn' °"' °' "^'^^''^^' ^"^ '^^ -'^^'-

The casualties, which were comparatively few. were as follows-
SeaSi-hrandt^i?^^^^^^^^ ^^^^"

^ ^-tenant Tait. 3nd

ArjT;:J1;;Sa„^^^^ Studdert. A.S.C. xst

Lieutenant Cavendish; LieuteS MacSS R A M C
''' ^^"^^^^-Second
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APPENDIX

THE STORY OF SPION KOP.

A great deal of consternation and ot a little surprise was caused
by the publication of the official account {Loni^on Gazttc April i6
1900) of the evacuation of Spion Kop. In order to make intelliLMl.le
the causes of the terrible liasco it is necessary to quote for the benefit
of those interested not only Lord Roberts's comments on the subject
but the statements of the officers concerned. Sir Redvers Buller'
wrltln.^r from Spearman's Hill, January 30, 1900, gave his version of
the proceedings :

—

;' I have the honour (,; ..cport that General Sir Cliarles Warren's Division
having arrived at Esto at^. .!,.;.s two battahons loth Brigade, which were left
at tlie Cape, by the 7th yy^s:ix^ry^ it moved to Frere on tlic 9th.

rn
''T';e column muvci •.,., ovdered, but torrents of rain fell on the otii, which

filled all tlie spruits an
;

...:v ed, rendered many of them impassable for many
hours To forward supply Jone took 650 ox waggons, and as in the 16 milesfrom Picre to Springfield there were three places at which all the wagg.MS had
to be double spanned, and some required three spans, some idea may be formed
of the difficulties; but these were all successfully overcome by the willing
labours of tlie troops.

^ ^
"The 4th Brigade reached Springfield on the I2tli in support of the mounted

troops, who had surprised and seized the important position of Spearman's Hillcommanding Potgieters Drift, on the nth.
" By the I3tli all troops were at Springfield and Spearman's Hill, and supplywas well forward. , ^ o .j^fjij,

r^nlPr^'' ru'^'l' ^J^^^""^^.
°f seventeen days' supply having been collected.

General Sir Charles Warren, in command of the 2nd Division, the nth Brigade
of the Sth Division, the Brigade Division Royal Field Artillery, 5th Division
and certain corps troops, including the Mounted Brigade, moved from Spring^
held to Trichardt s Drift, which is about six miles west of Potgieter's

I attach Sir Charles Warren's report of his operations
"On the night of the 23rd General Warren attacked Spion Kop, which

operation he has niade the subject of a special report. On the morning of the
2Sth finding that Spion Kop had been abandoned in the night, I decided towithdraw General Warren's for.c

; the troops had been continuously engaged
for a week, in circumstances emailing considerable hardships; there had been
very heavy losses on Spion Kop. I consequently assumed the command, com-menced the withdrawal of the ox and heavy mule transports on the 2t;th • thiswas comp eted by midday the 26th ; by double spanning, the loaded ox waggons
got oyer the drift at the rate of about eight per hour. The mule waggons went
over the pontoon bridge but all the mules had to be taken out and the vehicles
passed over by hand. For about seven hours of fh.» night the drift could notbe used as it was dangerous in the dark, but the use of the pontoon went on
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The Story of Spion Kop

cvacualins .He sick „„,' 'yoZd"!l '* ''" '"'=• '•"' '°™"<l»

the 27ih all the troops were mcr and l.v, x Vm .1
'"""I'^- ''•>' 4 A.M.

all was clear. The troops had ah cached il ; ' ''"'^^""f
''''' ^""'^ «'"'

marches averaged for tlie monntrr \. u ^" ""''' ""'P^ ^y 'o A.M. The
and artillery an avSage JVr nl;

'^^ ''°"' '''''' "'"^^' ^"^' ''^ »''^ '"'"'>"''>'

credit'irrS' ;^:f^fdS5::^^1,;;f',\;!:f
'-'-«-- reflected great

R.E., and his n,en of t^he Pontoon TnL 1
^'^^P^'^'^''^' n>ent.on Major Irwin,

were over, the chesses of theTonoonZ'l
''''' """^"'^'- ^^'^^•" "" "'^"

do not think they would ^^ZtSl^S^S^iZ^^''" '' '"^ '^'"''^ "-' ^

He concluded by saying :—

havI7Jrredtry hl^ryTotS" "S'V' !
''''''

T''' '° ''''-'—^^'l" We
the other hand, we ha e iXt^H n

"""^' '''^°"' '"" ^^" '" ^P-'^-'e; but, on
than they have'upon us a>^ 1.CV -.S ^V" ^'''"'' ^°^^^^ ^'P°" '''^ *='>^n'y

While ouj: troops ^re, ^r^llln,J^^^^ ---^J^S^I^tl^?-^'-^^

ran dL"^:-
'" ^ """'' ^^P°" ^^^^^-^^ '^ the Chief of the Staff,

Bri;;il:\:;i,,^'';ti!^^;So?!:^C:rnrV^^'-^ P^^--^'-^ instituting the loth
the sth Division.^ TlVe , oSn tl^^f'^''rf'^

^''"'^ "'^ 4th Brigade in

''^-s:;;hra7r"h''^'^^'^-
'^^ '°"^

"'^^^ °"

to proceed "crosstSh"
n'e'r T^rr -^r'n^r

"'^"'^"^ *°^-'d a force

recommending me to profeed onvard rer' •
' ^''^' '^"•" '''''' °^ ^P'o" KoP>

fief.;' '.TI'aytt';-.',:" 'Zu's'^^ r'r? ;
-™ •» "°- -^^ Tugda,

I'otgieter's. P °" ^°P' ^"^ JO'" J'0"r column ojjposite

n^ov^d'^d.e'ToUrBr&^cJ/tirfoIi:'
-^

^°[ ^^"''"^ -PP'-- -d
January I left SpringfieW with .force

"^ '"'^ ''" ^"^^ ^^^"'"& ^^ '»>e i6th
an Army Corps (less^ne Sade.ndbv^

^

"'^''.'^ "'""""'^^ ^^

^''ynl,;et.trr''^"r^^'""^^^^^^^^^
the in?a;;J;rss'^T;;:^tV nTefprd ?hltf,

---;'>^7"2la, passed
the drift on the north side with 1^ k^ '""^ immediately commanding
.ate and Hart. T^e to^^^ZeZ'clTj-'^^^^^^ "^^ ^-^-'^ Wood!
and gave some verba, directions to Ge'neSl Woo^' '"'"^' '''' °' ''' ^^^'

The Mounted Br.gade passed over principall? by the drift, and went over
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The Transvaal War
the country as far as Acton Homes, and on the following day (i8th) had a
successful action with a small party of Boers, bringing,- in u prisoners.

During the night of the 17th, and day of tlie 18th, the whole of thewaggons be onging to the force were brouglit across the Tugela, and the artillery
were in position outside of Wright's Farm.

^
" On the 19th two brigades advanced, occupying the slopes of the adjoining

mils on the right, and the waggons were successfu'- brjugiit to Venter's
opruita

"In the evening, after having examined the possible roads by which we
could proceed, I assembled the General Officers and the Staff, and the OfficerCommanding Royal Artillery, and Commanding Royal Engineer, and pointed
out to them that of the two roads by which we could advance, the eastern oneby Acton Homes must be rejected, because time would not allow of it. and
with this all concurred. I then pointed out that the only possible way of all
getting through Ly the road north of Fair View would be by taking thrco or
four days fjod in our haversacks, and sending all our waggons back across the
"gela, but before we could do this we must capture the position in front of us.On the following day, 30th January, I placed two brigades and six batteries

of artillery at the disposal of General Sir C. F. Clcry, with instructions to attack
the Boer positions by a series of outnanking movements, and by the end of the
day, after fighting for twelve hours, we were in possession of the whole part
of the hills, but found a strongly-intrenched line on the comparatively flat
country beyond us.

f ^ j

" On the 2is^t the Boers displayed considerable activity on our left, and the
Commander-m-Lhiet desired me to move two batteries from right to left At a
subsequent date, during the day, I found it impossible to proceed without
howitzers, and telegraphed for four from Potgieter's. These arrived early on
the morning of the 23nd, and the Commander-in-Chief, arriving about the same
time, directed me to place two of these howitzers on the left, two having already
been p aced on the right flank. I pointed out to the Commander-in-Chief that
It would be impossible to get waggons through by the road leading post Fair
View, unless we first took Spion Kop, which lies within about 2000 yards of the
road, riie Commander-in-Chief agreed that Spion Kop would have to be taken
Accordingly that evening orders were drawn up giving the necessary instruc-
tions to General Talbot Coke to take Spion Kop that night, but, owing to an
absence of sufficient reconnaissance, he requested that the attack might be put
off for a day. ° "^

" On the 23rd January the Commander-in-Chief came into camp, the attack
on bpion Kop was decided upon, and Lieut.-Colonel aCourt, of the Headquarter
btatt, was directed by the Commander-in-Chief to accompany General Wood-
gate, who was detailed to command the attacking column. The account of the
capture of Spion Kop is given in another report.

"On the morning of the 251)1 January the Commander-in-Chief arrived,
decided to retire the force, and assumed direct command. The whole of the
waggons of the Sth Division were got down to the drift during the day. and
were crossed over before 2 P.M. on the 26th January."

In regard to the Council of War, Sir Charles Warren amphfied
his previous statement :

—

"Upon the 19th of January, on arrival at Venter's Laager, I assembled all
'7^^*=."?'''''' Officers, Officers Commanding Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers
of Divisions, and otafF Officers, together. I pointed out to them that, with the

192



g day (i8tli) had a
I prisoners.

, the wliolc of the
ela, and the artillery

ipcs of the adjoining
TDUgiit to Venter's

roads by which we
taff, and the Officer

gineer, and pointed
cc, tiie eastern one
lot allow of it, and
possible way of all

: by taking tlirco or
ons back across the
iition in front of us.

les and six batteries

istructions to attack
d by the end of the
of the whole part

comparatively flat

)n our left, and the
right to left. At a
o proceed without
se arrived early on
ing about the same
two having already

mder-in-Chicf that

d leading past Fair

; 2000 yards of the
Id have to be taken,

necessary instruc-

t, but, owing to an
ttack might be put

:o camp, the attack

>f the Headquarter
ly General Wood-
Fhe account of the

r-in-Chief arrived,

The whole of the
Jring the day, and

^'^rren amplified

:r, I assembled all

i Royal Engineers
leni that, with the

The Story of Spion Kop

showed them that the only poss°b e ro.d w.l h P'
""^""""^"^'y concurred. I

Rosalie, but I expressed ny cont 'tLn tlm t !f.^? m^
°^''?^^

sent the whole of our transport back across^t^^^^^^
"°' ^^ do"e unless we

through with our rations in'our ^^^:^iSii:^;:::::;!^r' '° --»>

Sir Charles then added :

ments found bcZl S^"^ TLcommlZl"^^^^^^^ ''"^ '"^"g '""-ench-
and .2nd January, and I pointed ourthed£uS ofJ'\^'" °" ''^^ '"'
acconipamed by waggonsrwithout firs? takSg S^^onlcop"''"^

"'°"« '''' ''''''

Sp^orX'''S^:u:Jt;:i^y:^M coke to occupy

that S:r;p^^Z:^^^P^^^^ ^nto camp, and told me
should prefer to attack Snion k'n» V'^

to attack, (2; to retire. I replied that I

Chief ni orders of the pfeTus dTy
''"'"^' '"' ^''°^'^'^ '^' Com'mander-^!

in c^Sr7T^S^:^^:^t^ \^^o.l, put General Woodgate
accompany him as StaffoEr L'eutenant-Colonel aCourf to

FusnS^rRo^^'t^^-tSftSS;^^?^'''' ^^^ I-ancashire
and half-company Royal Engineers sunnon^HK

"'^ Thorneycroft's Horse,
Connaught Rangers aJd by fhr/n ' rKSht ^^ ''''^

T'P^"''^« °'' "''^
just arrived by Trichardt's Drift

^ ^ Infantry, the latter having

^r^S^^^^^^^^^
- entirely successful. General

intrenciied a position and hoped he was secure h,^f' I'T'^f'^
•''^' '"^ ^^^

to permit him to see. The position was rSn />'''' "'^ ^"^ ^^^ »°° 'hick
three men wounded.

^ ^ "'^'"^'^ ^^'t''0"t casualties othe.' than

Chief ,0 ,ha, effect. ScaLly iS S '"arledT h
'? "" Commandcr-in-

when a hdiogram arrived from Colone! Crrf™ /2 '"', ?"""" '" lie«dq"ar.ers

Im;ir£S.1.n\S;Ti^„:il£;'a;:p^'"^^ .»» 6,„a,lo„s, a„d .he
No surrender.' ^^^ "P- ^ou must hold on to the last.

'' This occurred about 10 A.M.

orden^'^e^ ^^Toim LSS^fcSir^h^ ^^^^—^er-in-Chie,
the summit. I accordingly hr^helSaihlS "^>'»,^^^^ "^^ *^°'""'«"d of
Commander-in-Chief. I pltd T ieuten "n?Co?^ I r^"^ ""^ ^PP''°^'>' "^ the
^'''^^;^'"^'";'.^with the local rank ofSiSS^^^^^^^ '" '""""""'^ ^'^
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The Transvaal War
" For some hours after this message I could get no information from the

summit. It appears tiiat the signallers and their apparatus were destroyed by
the heavy fire. ' ^

" I repeatedly asked for Colonel Thorneycroft to state his view of the situa-
tion. At 1.20 I'.M. I heliographed to ascertain whetiier Colonel Thorneycroft
had assumed command, and at the same time asked General Coke to give me
his views on tic situation on Spion Kop. Stil. getting no reply, 1 asked
whether Genera! Coke was there, and subsequently received his view of the
situation. He stated that, unless the Artillery could silence the enemy's guns
the men on the summit could not stand another complete day's shelline and
that the situation was e.ttremely critical."

/M ^'^i?^
"" "' ^^^ evening arrangements were made to send two

(Naval) 1 2-pounders, and the Mountain Battery, Royal Artillery, to
the summit, together with half-company Royal Engineers (and
working parties, two reliefs of 600 men each), to strengthen th
intrenchments and provide shell cover for the men. The 17th
Company, Royal Engineers— it must be noted—proceeded at the
same time as General VVoodgate's force, and were employed until day-
light upon the intrenchments, then upon road-making and water supply

Sandbags were sent up early on the 24th instant, but they were
too late. Colonel Sim and his party, while ascending, met Colonel
Ihorneycroft descending the hill. The position was evacuated.
Sir Charles Warren concluded thus :

—

" I wish to bring to notice that I heard from all but one expres!=-" of the
admirable conduct and bravery shown by officers and men suffer! de-- a
withering artillery fire on the summit of the slopes, and also of thcs_ o, with
so much endurance, persisted in carrying up water and food and amm -nition
to the troops during the day.

" During the day a Staff Officer of the Headquarter Stau was present on
the summit, and reported direct to the Commander-in-Chief.

"At sunset I considered that the position could be held next day, provided
that guns could be mounted and effective shelter provided. Both of these con-
ditions were about to be fulfilled, as already mentioned.

" In the absence of General Coke, whom I ordered to come to report in
person as to the situation, tne evacuation took place under orders, given
upon his own responsibility, by Lieut.-Colonel Thorneycroft. This occurred in
the face of tlie vigorous protests of General Coke's Brigade-Major, the Officer
commanding tlie Middlesex Regiment, and others.

" It is a matter for the Commander-in-Chief to decide whether there should be
an investigation into the question of the unauthorised evacuation of Spion Kop,"

General BuUer, in forwarding to the Secretary of State for War
Sir Charles Warren's report, made the followir j observations :—

" Sir C. Warren is hardly correct in saying that he was only allowed three
and a half days' provisions. I had told him that transport for three and a half
days would be sufi Jent burden to him, but that I would keep him filled up as
he wanted it. That he was aware of this is shown by the following telegram

194



>rniation from the
vere destroyed by

view of the situa-

anel Thorneycroft
1 Coke to give me
lo reply, I asiced

i his view of the
the enemy's guns,
lay's shelling, and

le to send two
,'al Artillery, to

engineers (and
strengthen th

;

n. The 17th
oceeded at the

loyed until day-

id water supply,

but they were

g, met Colonel
vas evacuated.

•xpresjf' of the

ufferii der a
f thcs_ o, with

and amn? 'nition

" was present on

xt day, provided
)th of these con-

>me to report in

er orders, given
This occurred in

[ajor, the Officer

r there should be

nofSpion Kop."

State for War
vations :

—

ily allowed three

three and a half

him filled up as

lowing telegram

The Story of Spion Kop
It is the only report I had from Sir C.

which he sent on the day in question.
Warren :—

•

(Sent ;.54 p.m. Received 8.15 i'..M.)

' To the Chief of the Staff-
' ^^^^ ^'^''"^' '^'h January.

TricharS 'S t" F^iiteT's "on'the^noTti'^" ^fr^'' ^^^^''^'^^ ^^' '"•-

Homes, the other by FaWL^^^rRtli^ het I rS'lTolftr
rsTi;^ugjre.S'r'[Tm'^rer"r
arra.gemems\vhkh win involJe nT; St y ^^^^ ""?' ^°"- «P--'
days. I will send in for further s"uV'p!L\^:.;dX^^^^^^^

" ?^wen"Ser°to'Sr"cw'''
''"^

''T'
^"^^^^ ^^ 'eing sen^ '

'''•

la.e,y'bSr :^ 'ctneTal^WoTL^e'' 7'V'S'
'"""= """''^^'^'^ of a

adapled for moun^uin S'ng *""• ""° '""' '"'" """" ''e»' «'" ^ter

the difenS "f'thrsfmmit" had '^^ '^1^'' '"^ investigation. If at sundown
laid o.,t, gun emXeSs nemr.^^^^

'" ^^"^' '"fenchments
and in f rf fh» u^ ^ piepared, the dead removed, the wounded collected

ca"rlVura ;fng tnttad'efo: tS"^'' T'V ^^^"'^'^ """'^'"^ command Tnd
%hting,ine,?hrhi;.rwita:'rbeTheV^^^^^^^ '°°' " ''' ^^"-^^

ordered"lw7y]ra^sT:'wouTd"have'h' '''"TV
''''}' '^^'^'^ '° "^^^ '^-n

those on the top were ^nor.n^ f .1 r
"'^*^"'' ^"^ "° °"^ succeeded him ;

generally there waT a St of or '?'• r
'''"'

i^""^
"'^'"^ '^^'"'"g "P- ^"^

unfavourably on tredefJce
°'^S'^"'^^'''''°" ^"^ system that acted most

"It is admitted by all that Colonel Thorneycroft acted with the greatest
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gallantry throughout the day, and really saved the situation. Preparations for
the second day's defence should have been organised during the day and have
been commenced at nightfall.

"As this was not done I think Colonel Thorneycroft exercised a wise
discretion.

"Our losses, I regret to say, were very heavy, but the enemy admitted to
our doctors that theirs were equally severe, and though we were not successful
in retaining the position, the losses inflicted on the enemy and the attack
generally have had a marked effect upon them.

" I cannot close these remarks without bearing testimony to the gallant and
admirable behaviour of the troops, the endurance shown by the Lancashire
Fusiliers, the Middlesex Regiment, and Tiiorneycroft's Mounted Infantry was
admirable, while the efforts of the 2nd Battalion Scottish Rifles and 3rd
Battalion King's Royal Rifles were equally good, and the Royal Lancasters
fought gallantly."

The Commander-in-Chief, writing to the Secretary of State for
War, thus criticised both operations and operators :

—

" The plan of operations is not very clearly described in the despatches
tliemselves, but it may be gathered from them and the accompanying documents
themselves that the original intention was to cross the Tugela at or near
Trlchardt's Drift, and thence by following the road past Fair View and
Acton Homes, to gain the open plain north of Spion Kop, the Boer position
in front of Potgieter's Drift being too strong to be taken by direct attack. The
whole force, less one brigade, was placed under the orders of Sir Charles
Warren, who, the day after he had crossed the Tugela, seems to have con-
sulted his General and principal Staff Officers, and to have come to the conclu-
sion that the flanking movement which Sir Redvers Duller had mentioned in
his secret instructions was impracticable on account of the insufficiency of
supplies. He accordingly decided to advance by the more direct road leading
north-east and branching off from a point east of Three Tree Hill. The
selection of this road necessitated the capture and retention of Spion Kop, but
whether it would have been equally necessary to occupy Spion Kop, had the
line of advance indicated by Sir Redvers Buller been followed, is not stated in
the correspondence. As Sir Charles Warren considered it impossible to make
the wide flanking movement which was recommended, if not actually prescribed,
in his secret instructions, he should at once have acquainted Sir Redvers Buller
with the course of action which he proposed to adopt. There is nothing to
show whether he did so or not, but it seems Doly fair to Sir Charles Warren to
point out that Sir Redvers Buller appears throughout to have been aware of
what was happening. On several occasions he was present during the opera-
tions. He repeatedly gave advice to his subordinate Commander, and on the
day after the withdrawal from Spion Kop he resumed the chief command."

The abandonment of Spion Kop was condemned by Lord
Roberts in the following terms :

—

" As regards the withdrawal of the troops from the Spion Kop position,
w'liich, though oc;:upied almost without opposition in the early morning of the
24th January, had to be held throughout the day under an extreme!}' he.^vy
fire, and the retention of which had become essential to the relief of Ladysmith,
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The Story of Spion Kop

to retire. Even admitSng that due DreD.Snl""'"°" '". °'''^'^'"'"g "'^ '--oops
strengthening the position durh^HienSrr '"*?^ "°\ ''«ve been made for
>ng up artillery-in regard to wh ch i?r'rhT^'"'u;^

'^'^'^"'''"'^^ ^"^ ^
altogether bear out Sir l<cdvers Buler^s conte f' ^""T"' •""P^''' d°« "^t
semor officers on the summifof tl e hil Sf'h7'^K'"'"^

''''^° '^'' »hc
"formed of the measures taken by Si7cSerWn^^^^^^^^

^''" "'°''*= P'-«'"P''y
then,, I am of opinion that Lieut -ColonJirf

^^'^'^^" '» s"PPort and reinforce
s.bi!ity and authority was wloSy h °excu ab e n''"""'' ' assumption of respon!
fire. If it did not cease altogethe^r Snot h^

"'^''' '^' ^"^^/s
amp signalling was not pol bfe'aX t?me ow^L^'",,'^"''""^''^^''^'

'-"'^ "'""gh
fa. led, It would not have taken more ban twn or .?

''^ ""^P'^' ^'*" °'' '^''•^'"g

Colonel Thomeycroft to communicate hV^ ^^'^ ''""""^ «' "'°«' ^^^ Lieut

-

or Sir Charles Warren, and to receive .^Z^X'-'"'^ Major-General Coke
to have left Spion Kop at 9.30 i r f'r Th^;

Major-General Coke appears
Charles Warren, and up to tlnt I nnr ,u J P^^P""' ""^ consulting with Sir
entertamed. Y^t aln^o^tImn db/ ;aft;r'MalrV"'''T7\'-^^ '-' ''-"
L.eut.-ColoneI Thomeycroft issued an orXr "'wJ^'^"^''')'

^"^""'^ departure
authority, which upset the whSpLofL" 'r'''^^^^''"'^'''""'^^

'° ^"P'^'-'or
the sacrifices which had ^^re.,y\^!^\:[Zf,^^^^^^^^^ "--"'"g

wenl'U'to^^y:-""^"'^^^^^'^--^---. however. Lord Roberts

crof;'?p;:'rtT.at"thard1^n?^^^^^^^^^^ ^'^ ^ieut.-Colonel Thorney-
and it was doubtless due, i^a great nS?et •'"'"""- throughout the day,
the troops continued to hold ^^:rZ;i':r%^Xt::^{^Sf.:^;r^>'^

The action of Captain Phillips he warmly praised -
to rectify the mistake which JlZl^^lt commendation. He did his best
to rectify the n^Se whir^rbSg'^S ^T'^'^"- ."'^ '^'^- ^^
communication was not re-established untn'\o a

"'"' .'°° '"'"' Signalling

y>'J'V'r ^^ ^^^^' ^'""« could not a;e^?each;d°"th'"
"''^' ^^'"""">'' '"^"^

before daybreak. Major-General Coke d d not "etu!? '^"L fl"'""^
^^^ '^e hill

Thomeycroft had gone away. Moreover mLt Tl L.eutenant-Colonel

there was very critical, and thM "he loTof ,h.
>•""" "•" "»" "''''''•'"

failure of the operations. He was coni„,ln f ''S-""?
""'"''' '"'"'"•^ the

General Coke to his headquarSs' in ,h? . •'I'
""'S"' "> """">" Major-

ascertain ho.v matter, were Son 'h ,^"^' '" ""''" """ ''' "'S'"
devolved on Lientenant-CrT^n'e^t^^/rCr-Ge^S ^Zt
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not aware of this. About midday, under instructions from Sir Rcdvers Duller
Sir Cliarles Warren liad directed Lieutenant-Colonel Thorneycroft to assume
command on the summit of the hill, with the temporary rank of Brigadier-
General, but this order was not communicated to Major-General Coke, who
until he left the position at 9.30 I'.M., was under the impression that the com-
mand had devolved on Colonel Hill, as senior officer, after Colonel Crofton had
been wounded. Omissions or mistakes of this nature may be trivial in them-
selves, yet may exercise an important influence on the course of events ; and I

think that Sir Redvers Duller is justified in remarking that ' there was a want
of organisation and system which acted most unfavourably on the defence.'"

In conclusion, the principal actors in the drama were censured,
while the troops enga^^ed received well-merited praise :—

" The attempt to relieve Ladysmith, described in these despatches, was well
devised, and I agree with Sir Redvers Duller in thinking that it ought to have
succeeded. That it failed may, in some measure, be due to the difficulties of
the ground and the commanding positions held by the enemy—probably also to
errors of judgment and want of administrative capacity on the part of Sir
Charles Warren. Dut whatever faults Sir Charles Warren may have com-
mitted, the failure must also be ascribed to the disinclination of the officer in
supreme command to assert his authority and see that what he thought best
was done, and also to the unwarrantable and needless assumption of responsi-
bility by a subordinate officer.

"The gratifying feature in these despatches is the admirable behaviour of
the troops throughout the operations."
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LIST OF STAFF

bejnning ofl^lo!"'""'"
"""^' ^°"''' ^^"^ ^' '^^ -^ °^ ^^99 and the

FIFTH DIVISION
Lieutenant-General-Lieut.-General Sir C. Warren. G.C M G K P R R rAides-duCamp—Major R M B F k'pllv U \ i

• .r ;;.,' *^-^'^> R'--

Assistant Adju'tant-Ginefal-CoLd a'.' n Morris /;!•
' "'°"' ''°>"' ''=°'^ *'"^'"^"-

Deputy-Assistant AdjuUnt-Generals—Bt.-MaiorT r'annHr K,cf i u- r,

,

Bt...Major H. N. Sargent, Army Service Srps^^P"'^'^'''^"'^^^'^'^^^^"^-'/-^-^-/
Assistant Provost-Marshal— IJt.-Mainr F r t mi •

t-

Prindpal Medical Officer-Li:ut''an';lU^^a\^,Tn"^^^r'K^^^^^^^^
Divisional Signalling Officer-Captain A. A. McHardy, R A.'

^••^^^•'-•

lOTH BRIGADK

Major-Gcneral— Colonel (local Maj.-General)
J. T. CokeAide-dc-Camp- I.ieut. VV. E. Kemble, R. A.

Lngade-Major-Captain H. G. C Phillips, Welsh Regt., p.s.c.

liiH BRIGADE

\\''f':^f'^^'^^-Colond (local Maj.-General) E. R. P. Woodcate K r \r r nnAide-de-Camp—Captain F. M Carleton I) c; n p
"ooagate, K.C.M.G., C.B.,/.c.^.

Brigade-Majo'r-Cattain N. h'. vSe,\lst Kent^RS't. " " ""'-'

SIXTH DIVISION

Captain W. H. Rfh. Lst KenTSt " ^^'' ''"' ^""^^^ Regt../...,
Assistant Adjutant-General- Colonel A. E W. Goldsmid ^s,

D,v,s,o„al S,g„alli„g Officc,_L»u,.
J. T. Bu,„«S„„r'Ri"B,?g^da

i2iH BRIGADE

Major-General-Colonel (local Maj.-General) R. A. P. Clements D S O A n rAide-de-Camp-Captain H. deC. Moody, South Wrks BoTder?;/ '
Brigade-Major-Captain R. S. Oxley, King's Royal llSe Corps'/....

13TH BRIGADE

Major-General-Colonel (local Maj.-Genera!) C. E. Knox
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SEVENTH DIVISION

l.ieutenant-General—Major-C.uneral (local Lieut.-Generai) C. Tucker, C.U.

Aidcs-dc-Camp

—

Assistant Adjutant-General—Colonel H. E. Bclfield, /.^.<'.

Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-Generals— Brevet-Major H. G. Fitton, D.S.O., Royal

Herkshire Rcgt., p.i.c. ; Lieut.-Colonel H. G. Rice, Army Service Corps.

Assistant Provost-Marshal—Brevet-Major F. Wintour, Royal West Kent Regt., f-s.c.

Principal Medical Officer— I.ieut.-Colonel J.
A. Gormley, M.D., R.A.M.C.

Divisional Signalling Officer—Captain J. R. K. Birch, Chesnire Regt.

14111 liKKiAKK

Major-Cieneral—Major-Geneial Sir H. C. Clhermside, G.C.M.G., C.B., R.E.

Aide-de-Camp—Captain K. FitzG. M. Wood, Devonshire Regt.

Brigade-Major—Captain W. M. Marter, ist Dragoon Guards, /.j.c.

15TII URIUADK

Major-General—Colonel (local Maj.-General) A. G. Wavell, /.j.t-

Brigade-Major—Captain L. R. Carleton, Essex Regt., p.s.c.
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