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CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY

Christian Spirituality is the state of
being one with Jesus Clivist or in harmony
with Deity. John xvii, '.Jl,'?!.

Spiritnalitj'- is here i.r:-'.i in the sense of
disposition, When one*!- <li.si)ositi()n is the
same as the disposition -f Jesus Christ, or
when one's attitude is 11"- same to God and
man as that of Jesus Christ, when in the
flesh, then the Masier's prayer that his
followers might bo om- wlMi liini is fulfilled
and that person is enjo\ inM- christian spirit-

ualty. Our christian spiri'v.ality is the result
of the Christ raoiive iuul is set forth by the
life of Jesus Christ. We limit the study of
the apiritualitj' of Christ to the time he
spent in the flesh, not that his disponition is

different now from what it was while he
was here on eartli, but the historic Christ
who dwelt with us, is more easily under-
stood by us.

A



Christian Spiritufility is ii >t easily de-
fined as it beion^H (o Hpiridial pluriii'iui'iin

rather tfiati t<> iiitelIcoiti.il «.Nmci.*i»iitm.-s. Yi;t

it is easily uikUm-sIimxI f >r it i;, nftt-n Ht.:i;ii,

readily recogni-ct'il aii<l Isas many tsyix.ii;.ma
viz:- The spirit J«.f '(.'hr.si , xlm sj>irit*«)f

Christianity, ili • Clirisiiau Spiri;, ihc
Christlike Spiri^, Clirisllikeiiesn, the Christ
spirit, the Chrisi-tnotive, Ciiristian loyalty,
Godliness, holiness, the siiiiple liie.

The people of our day are betjiimiiiij to
recognize that Christian spiriiuali;y is ihc
highway of salvatina and a definite practi-
cal state that niu <t !>e altaiued in this lif«'.

There are many pcf.ply wlio do not seem
yet to recoy;nizc tliat if one is not made
acquainted wilh saititiiness in childhood
he will find iireat difrienliy in its acquire-
ments in later liie.

Our Christian ' >iri(uality is not itlcn-

tical with the |,.<>mptinKS of the Ht ly
Spirit. These pn-inpliiigs are entirely for
the spirit and niiisf; be translated by the
soul into practie.i! 'huiyfs of life and
personal actirn 1 efcre Ihcy will exhibit
them-selves as < nr life and (Ji.'-positi( n.

Neither can it be <neness with the life of
Christ, owhiy; to Jaek of i)(),ver an<l simi-
larity of covin timetils on our i-art aiul
for the same reason U cannot Ijc oneues-s
with Div'iie love. Ncill tr is it < lu nt :-s

w'th the feacbiuji of the ihiirdi at He
church rev;'als notliiny- luit e«nfiins,
teaches av.d excn;plifies Cbristij-ji ."-i-ij/i-

uulity as it is diselu.scd by inspded Ijvt .«.



It does not make us one with Qhrist
in his relation to God in the Trinity
Uyr we are [to worship Him as God.But our christian spiritunlitv is the
state of being one with the spirituality
exhibited by Jesus Chrst in the Oeshand shows itself in love and the Christ-
ian };raeen, just aa tho nifitrnial spiritm the child is one with Hint of hermother and shows itself in the care of
her dolls.

The difference belweeu the Holy
Spirit and Christian Ppiritunlit^' is that
the former is a pers«ni while the latter
IS only the mood, attitude or influence
of a person. The Holy spirit is the
third person in the Trinitv. Its influ-
ence proceed.s from both' the Father
and the Son. It appc.-.ls directly to our
spirit, while Chrii^ti.!:, spirituality is
the spirituality of the life of Jesus
Christ and proceeds from all and every
action of his life; wliether his bodily
mental, emotional, or ^pirit^al life and
appeals to every re««ptive faculty ofour life, whether our bodilv. mental
emotional, or spiritunl life.

'
These in-

fluences then enter the soul and become
effective in forming'' our disposition or
spirituality.

The influence of both the spirit of

/r?*! w? **i^'
^""^y SP^"t originatem Christ and consequently are in per-

lect harmony.



Like the fallinff rain and rising mist
neither can continue long without the

other, while leuch is the others hest

help.
This christian spirituality is the one

thinff that Christ said was needful, that

Mary had and the rich young ruler

had not. It is the bond of common
union not only of all true Christians

but of God and the angels. It is the
oneness the Lord Jesus prayed that his

followers might have with Him and
his Father.
There have t)een endless disputes

about beliefs, doctrines and forms of

service, but none about Christian
spirituality.

Christians may -Uffep in their beliefs

and in tlieir forms of worship but they
must not differ from each other or

from Deity in the spirit of their life.

This is the common ground of brother-

hood and is always the same in every
real Christian no matter by what
name he be known. Therein lies the

unity and oneness of different Christ-

ian denominations. All Christians

have the 'fame s<pirit and as a conse-

quence love and common sympathies.

Thus if two Christians who are

strangers meet, each readily recognizes

this spirit in the other, though they

may not be of the same church, social

standing, color, or even of the same
race or speech.



1 Wli'it Christian spirituality realy is,

Christ while in the fk-sh has set fortlj
most clearly. It is "the" law of the
spirit of life". Rom. 8. That he lived in
heaven before his iucamotion and after
his ascension as well as tlic spirit of
his life on earth and this life en eartli
was for the purpose of exemplifying
to us the divine life, that --^ might
live it, be one witli Him and members
of the heavenly Kingdom as Etioch,
Mary, Wesley,&c.
To be in harmony with Him our -'ves
must be distinguished by '>>i spirit of
faith in God and man, n .^est humil-
ity, patienc endurance, sympathetic
forgiving mercy, generous kindness.
We must l>e brave wiMiout roughness
and gentle without wcaktiess, promot-
ing the Kingdom in heroic rightous-
ness, beauty and courteousness; bear-
ing burdens for others: h.ving God;
and our neighbors as ourselves.
Jesus had the spirit of rebuke for

sin yet He was attractive to the sin-
ner. When tired and thirsty at the
well. He forgot his weariness and
hunger to bless a sin-burdened soul
and He rebuked the sin so as to cure
the evil and win the sinner's love.
His whole life was an exemplification

of the Divine life -Christian Spirit-
uality.



In Mosea, the Prophets, 'the Apostles
and the Christian workers ever since
the time of Jesus Christ, evidences of
the same spirit have shown themselves.
It was this spirit that guided to Amer-
ica the Karoo h.>y from whom his col-
lege chums caujiht the same spirit and
became missionaries to Africa. A blind
Chinaman became so possessed of this
spirit by a few weeks sojourn at a miss-
ion station that lie went back to his
heathen home and successfully estab-
lished a christiad community without
any other aid exjept that of the Holy
Spirit. Christian spirituality is the
power of GiHl unto salvation, in the
home, the hea Uien hut, or .civilized
society.

The b<;aut\- and satisfaction of Christ-
ian spirituality is that the person enj-
oying it has the assurance of Gods spirit
that he is living the same life on 'earth
that he will live with ,God , and .the
angels in heaven.
Death chaugea only ones ^environ-

ments, not the spirit of his Uife and
any one who lives the Christlike *

life
on earth will be perfectly at home
when he finds himself with ;God and
the angels in heaven, as the 'spirit, of
his life will be one with the spirit of
their lives.

This assurance of ultimate" triumph
has enabled people in all ages to fac*-
torture and death rather than allow the
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•Instruction of the harmony of their life
with the divine life*. It sustained the
mirtyra when b.'in.'j bunie 1 at the
stake, boiled in oil, or div >'ire I by wild
blasts; sends forth and suat.iins the
missionaries of our dav amid the most
dangerous and "scouragiug circum-
stances. This assurance is the power
that bears the burdens of the church
s )-ial and private liT- in christian civ-
ili^atiou of every !i<ri and country.
Our reading of the Bible and study

of christian creeds sli >!ild be for the
purpose of making ihia spirit our own,
rather than for the ptirposa of formu-
lating our religion in- > orthodox beliefs.
Prayer or communion with the Holy

Spirit, should be exercised not so much
to get definite mental knowlege, as
with a view to gaininj;- that christian
spirituality which will enable one to
make the very best choice among themany environments and wavs open to
his activities. And the duty of the
mmister in his charge, is to so direct
each exercise of his church service
prayer meeting and Sunday school,
that they will tend to cultivate and
develop the different phases of christ-
ian spirituality. Responsive exercises
are very helpful to this end. His
ministerial visiting sh<uild be for the
purpose of making his parishoners ac-
quainted with this spirit and of devel-
oping and perfecting it where already
introduced, our duty as christian



workers should be to use our powers
to inculcate this spirit in our fellow
men wherever we meet them, as Jesus
did with the wine at the marriage, the
money for tribute, the thirst at the well
and the meal with iMar>' and Martha.
When a mau is possessed of the

Christian Spirit, he has the true requi-
site for membership in the Christian
Church, a right to baptism and the
Lord's supper. His prayer and christ-
ian experience would be helpful to any
christian congregation, his life elevat-
ing to all. Yet he might not be able
to explain his conversion or ,state his
beliefs. He may even be not quite or-
thodox, as manj' Methodist local preach-
ers of the last century.

Christian spirituality shows forth in
as many ways as life in .our bodies
and it is no more necessary to be able
to state all these to be saved and be
sure of it, than it is to be able to
state all the manifestations of life to
live and be sure you are alive. But
it is necessary to have the wittness
of the Holy Spirit that we have christ-
ian spirituality; the power which kept
Paul's strong nature gentle, John's
gentle nature active and 'Peter's im-
pulsive nature temperate, and it will
be sufficient to purify and beautify
any man's nature whatever be his
heredity and environments.
The importance of the influence of
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fhe.Holy'Si>irit in the salvation of the
individual has been so long overlooked
that some have gone to the other ex-
treme and teach and practice the idea
that if "one will put away the bible and
other christian helps and will rely en-
tirely on the help of the Holy Spirit,

they have the shortest and easiest way
to salvation. The fact is, the Holy
Spirit is very much d':?pcndent on chris-
fi'Mi spirituality for success, as is shown
in heathen countries where Ciod has
been working for ages with the help
of the Holy Spirit and yet it would ap-
pear without very much success. But
as soon as christian spirituality was in-

troduced by the missionaries we see
wonderful success. The Jews during
their whole history show little success,
owing to lack of this spirituality, while
the marvellous success of Christianity
has been owing to christian spiritual-
ity making the way easy for the work
of the Holy Spirit. This spiritual-

ity is the result of the life of Jesus
Christ on earth.
When one lacks spirituality, obedience
to the Holy Spirit is very imperfect
and salvation by that means is not to
be depended upon. Just as a farmer
cannot depend on a ci^y bred man to
do farm work, no matter how well
instructed, because the instruction can-
not be made clear without the neces-
sarj' farm experience.
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But one who has christian spirituality
as well as the help of the Holy Spirit,
can be depended on to do the right
thing at the right time and do so ha-
bitually. The value of christian spirit-
uality is that it establishes such a state
of soul, that it enables the Holy Spirit
to regenerate the divine life in the in-
dividual. This divine life places a per-
son in the Kingdom of heaven while
yet on earth and develops the noblest
powers and possibilities of perfect man-
hood, no matter what ones environ-
ments may be, and if not opposed by
the power of personal free will, the re-
sult will be salvation of his life and
soul in all its beauty, by oneness with
Jesus Christ.
When the home is governed by christ-

ian spirituality, it becomes the most
powerful influence in establishing the
child's character. Then the child will
acquire such a <aste for things divine,
that the pleasuies of sin will become
repulsive, and no matter what he meets
in the world outside, if converted, he
will not be permanently drawn nwnv
from his fellrvvfl.Ii) Avilli Gctl. Y.c
see this truth illustrated in the lives
of Peter and David. In such a home
the Kingdom of Heaven is establish-
ed on earth, and the child becomes
possessed of the christlike spirit by
intuition before his intellect is devel-
oped enough to understand it, indeed f
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it is a question whether the mind ever
becomes able to fully comprehend the
christlike spirit.

The development of christian spirit-
uality is the object of christian religion.
And our religion is able to d(;velop this
spirit in any man, no matter what his
disposition, heredity, environments, or
mental capacity. But to be efficient,
our chrlsfianily nitii' b:j more than
outward form or meuhil contemplation,
no matter how correct. ft must be a
spiritual exercise of the soul.
The christian relis'ion may not al-

ways be successful. This is owing to
the fact that the influencos <^f its fac-
tors are dependent on the kind of re-
ception which, under our free will,
our faculties of body, soul and mind
give tliem.
The love of God, the life of Christ

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
may be understood and rejected and
thus lose their power, as with Judas.
While God's providences may be

made powerless by our refusal to ac-
cept the moral responsibilities that the
environments, with which God has sur-
rounded us, present to us.

God's goodness may even produce
selfishress and pride as often with the
rich, or an emotional thrill without
spiritual content.
The revelation of truth may end in

intellectual speculation; a belief with-
out works which is the I tendency
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where it conies in contact with Greek
Philosophy or modem scholarship.
Even when one has learned to put on

many of the christian graces, the christ-

ian religion tnay fail to be a benefit,

owing to a disi)osition that is ruled
bj' sin. Any one is dominated by sin

who has not set his heart to serve the
Lord.
Righteousness, is the attitude ot soul

that habitually wills to be in harmony
with God, while any lack of such har-

mony is sin, and we all have sinned.

Pardon for sin through the blood of

Christ, is the 'ree gift of God to every
one who has the ypirit of humility, so

that humility and the attitude of right-

eousness, is the personal condition nec-

essary' to christian spirituality. Thus
ever>' one may put on the christlike

spirit. Neither mental greatness nor
absolute inental rictitude is necessary.

No man need evtr fail through weak-
ness of uiind, illiteracy or error in be-

lief. He may believe the world was
created in six days of twenty-four hours
each, or in six thr.usand yean*. We
may believe in verbal <r ntn-veiljil

inspiration of the bible without de
stroj'ing our christian spirituality. If

we have this spirit we may play time-

killing games to the glory of God and
win -iouls for Christ while thus en
ga«. I, by taking the opportunity to

reflect the christlike spirit, which is

our great moral obligation.
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We must distinguish between the con-
sect ated man who is possessed of and
reflects the christiike spirit as John
the beloved, and the man who is only
acquainted with and hence can only
imitate the christian spirit as Judas,
the hypocrite. A hypocrite performs
his part without allowing the Holy
Spirit to regenerate his soul. The work
of the consecrated man is to accept the
l;>ve of God, the life of Christ and the
revelations of the Holy Spirit and im-
mediately translate them into practical
things of life and action. It is "work-
ing out your own salvation by allow-
ing God to work in us and through us
according to His good pleasure". This
work is a personal obligation, taught
not only in the bible and the life of
Christ, but also in self-consciousness.
If any man does not feel this work
his duty, it is because he has seared
and blunted his conscience and it is
no more reliable, but needs educating
and purifying by the development of
the Christ-spirit.
The development of christian spirit-

uality is characterized by faith, con-
version, repentance, pardon, love, con-
tinual consecration. Spiritual birth
and regeneration, though not neces-
sarily in the above order. For its at-
tainment one "must search for Him
with his whole heart" by studying all
that is written of Christ "in the bible,
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Meditiite on his thoughts, imitate
his actions if possible, dwell in his
love and ri{;hteonsness, commune with
the Holy Spirit and abide in his spirit-

uality. "We love him because he first

loved us and we show forth his spirit

because he first showed it to us. 'We
all with unveiled faces f receptive souls)
reflecting as a mirror tne Glory ( spirit-

uality] of the Lord, are transformed
into the same imagfe, from glory to
glorj'". The christian religion founded
in faith and following not perfectly at
first, but closelj', the spirituality ex-
hibited by Jesua Christ in the flesh
will perfect one's christian spirituality,
and with the help of the Holy Spirit,

realize salvation for every one exercised
thereby. Moreover, it will exhibit it-

self in a life of perfect love and christ-
ian graces without which we are nothing
Christian spirituality does not antag-

onize men, but attracts and soothes vio-
lent natures and jicains their good will.
Physicians and missionaries with this
sijiritualitj' v.lien they are once under-
stood, are safe in the worst sUtms of
cities or among the most degraded
heathens, and where Christians put on
this spirit the Lord Jesus Christ will
bf lifted up and we will see wher-
ever Chiistians are all men drawn
unto him.

Seek the graces of the Lord Jesus
Chrst by putting on his spirit.

Rom.8.9.




