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The following Committees reported at last Convention :—

Committee of Public, School Masters,
Committee of Public School Inspectors,
Committee of High School Masters,

~ Uommittee of Teachers’ Institutes,
Committee on Text Books,
Committee on Incorporation.

The topics for discussion were :—

1) Spelling and English Grammar.
2) Some causes of failure in teaching.
3) The work of the Association. ,

(4) Undue haste in Education.

The following article, of the Constitution of the Provinoial A';sociap
tion refers to the formation of Branch Associations :—

¢ ArrioLe b.—Every Local Association appointing a Delegate to
represent it at the Annual Meeting, shall be 3 Branch Agsociation
and shall, through its Representative, have one vote for each of its
members connected with this Association not present at the Annual
Meeting, PMwided that the names of such members and such Repre-
sentative, together with the annual fees for the same, b transmitted
to the Secretary, on or before the first day of July in each year.

Tickets of membership can be procured by communicating with the

Secretary. The annual fee is fifty cents to those who are members of
Branch Associations, and one dollar to others. Ladies, engaged in
teaching, free. ! e

OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 18§71-72.
President—REv. PrINCIPAL SNoDGRASS, of Queen’s College, Kingston,
1st Vice-President—ED, SoarLETT, Inspector of Schools, orthu;ﬁ?er]and.
2nd Vice-President—S. Woons, M. A., High School, Kingston, |
8rd Vice-President—R, Lewis, Head Master, George 8t. School, Toronto.
4th Vice-President—H. J, Srrang, B.A., High School, Owen Sound.
bth Vice-President—J. R. MILLER, Inspector of Schools, Huron. |
6th Vice- President—DAvID JoHNSTONE, Cobourg School. !
Recording Secrétary—Arou1BALD MoMurory, M. A., High School, Toronto.
Corresponding, Secretary~THomAs KIRKLAND, M.A., Normal School, Toronto,
Treasurer—S. MAcALISTER, Head Master, John St. échool, Toronto.
Councillors—ALEXANDER, fiummn, Prart, ANDERSON and MACINTOSH.

STANDING COMMITTEES FOR THE YEAR.

High School Section—Messrs. J. H. HUNTER, M.A. Dundas, High School ; J.
M, Buomax, l\éI.A.a High School, Hﬁukmon ; f’s’c,il S’i‘xu(x)ﬂa, B.A;, ﬁiﬂl-:
chool, Owen Sound ; JorN SEATH, B. i ool, Oshawa : and
MAGALLUN, M. A, Oenitral Sobool, Hamilon, & e il
Public School Section—Messrs. ALEXANDER, WATSON, CamppELL, CAREY and

OUNG, ] .
Section of Public School Inspectors—Messrs, TiLLgy (Durham), Harison
(Kent), Prarr (Prince Edward), ForaEriNeHAM (York), and TER,
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MINUTES

OF THE

ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION

OF THE

Ontario Teachers’ Association,

Held in the Theatre of the Normal School Buildings,
Toronto, August 8th, 1871

.

The President, the Rev. Grorage PaxTon Youna, A, M., took the
chair at half-past three, and aftera portion of Scripture was read, en-
gaged in prayer. 3

The roll of officers was called by the Secretary ; thereafter he read
letters from Principal Dawson, McGill Pniversity, Montreal, regretting
his inability to deliver alecture, owing to previous engagements ; also
from 7. G. D. Maxkenzie, M. A., Inspector of High Schools, that illness
would prevent him giving his promised address; and likewise, from
Messrs. Alexander Melville Bell and George Vandenhoff, that owing to
circustances, they could not be present at the proposed Conver-
sazione.

The President then called for Reports of Committees; none being
prepared, the Reports were deferred to a future Session.

J. R. Miller, Esq., moved, seconded by Mr. David Johnstone,
¢ That the hours of meeting during the present Session of this Asso-
ciation be from 10.30 to 12 a. mi., 2 to 5 p. m., from 7.30 to adjourn-
ment in the evening; excepting that on Thursday, the Association
assemble at ten o’clock in the morning,”

After the Secretary had made some announcements, the Conven-
tion adjourned to meet at 7.30 in the evening. :

Evenine SessioN.—The Convention wag opened by reading of
Scripture and prayer, at the request of the President, by the Rev. Dr.
Jennings. The President then delivered his address on the School
Bill of 1871, and the regulations of the Council of Public Instruction
based thereupon. On motion by Mr., Hodgson, the Rev. Dr. Jennings
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“took the chair, and a most hearty yote of thanks was given to the
President for his explanatory and aBle address.

The Convention adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 10.30.

SEcoND Day—MorNiNG SEssION, —The President, Prof. Young,

in the chair. The Convention opened with reading of Scripture and

-prayer by the President. Minutes of first day’s proceedings read and

confirmed. The President retired, calling on the2nd V. P. to take
the chair.

H. I. Strang, B. A, of Owen Sound, introduced the second
topic on the annual circular, and spoke to the following "effect :—** T
conceive the first of the causes of failure in teaching to be poor educa-
tion in the' teacher, but I think this evil will soon be remedied under
the new law.  Another cause of failure appears to me to be that per-
sons undertake to teach without having received professional training.
He might be told that such persons should attend the Normal School,
but he held that that institution was not adequate to train all the

" teachers the country required. A good deal might be done, however,
\)y the teachers themselves, in reading educational works and papers
and in attending the meetings of this Association. He thought that
teachers failed, also, from lack of judgment, A great many teachers
did not consider sufficiently the differences of intellectual ability in
their pupils and laid down too many rules., , But perhaps the most
serious cause of failure was thé entering of teachers into the profession
and coniinuing in it without any taste for their work. This fault was
readily noticed by the pupils. if a teacher showed himself enthusiastic
in his work, pupils would be the more likely to be earnest in their
studies.” The discussion on this topic was animated and interesting,
in which the following gentlemen took part : Macalister, Scarlett,
Tilley, Woods, Tamblyn and Prof. McCoun, of Belleville. !

AFTERNOON SEssioN.—Mr, William Watson, 2nd V. P., in the

chair,

Mr. William Anderson, Toronto High School, ‘introduced topic
number three on the annual cirpitlar. A vote of thanks was passed to
M. Anderson for his interesting paper ; moved by Mr. Scarlett, sec-
onded by Archibald Macallum, M. A.

A long and able disoussion ensued on the subject introduced by
Mr. Anderson, during which reference was made to the examination
papers prepared hy the Central Committee for licensing teachers
throughout the Province, as well as to the avthorized text book on Eng-
lish Grammar. The discussion was brought to a satisfactory conclusion
by adopting the following motion.

: Moved by Mr. William Anderson, seconded by J. M. Buchan,

M. A, “That we highly approve of the general plan of examination
of Public School teachers now in operation in this Province, as being
in accordance with the views frequently expressed by this Association,
and would suggest that in future each paper bear the name of the in-
dividual examiner preparing it.”




OF THE ONTARIO TEACHERS ASSOCIATION. 5
) the Moved by Mr. McCallum, seconded by J. A Youmans, ¢ That this
Committee cordially approve of the President’s suggestions in his
0.30. address, that the times of examination of the Normal School and
County Teachers be the same, that there be one set of papers for said
“mg(i . examinations, and that the Masters of that school should not form part
{ :ﬁ a - of the Examining Committee.”
take The first subject on the circular was introduced by Mr. James
Hodgson, Inspector of Public Schools, County of York ; the discussion
Gord on which was postponed till the evening Session.
_¢F ' The Report of the K Committee on Union was read by J. H.
luca- Hunter, M. A., Dundas; the Report was received and reserved till
nder the evening,
per- The Convention adjourned to meet at half-past sewen.
:::5' Evenine Session.—Mr. Robert Alexander, 1st V. P, in the chair,
“the The discussion on the first topic continued ; in the discussion
ver, Mesars. Lewis, Strang, Macallum and Scarlett took a leading part.
ipers The following gentlemen reported themselves as Delegates, viz. :
_;;h"'t E. B. Harrison........... .. % ....Co. of Kent.
g J. R. Miller.... ....Huron.
y u; David Johnstone Northumberland.
o8 Ed. Scarlett..... : do. ’ :
on R. Carey... Prince Edward.
‘wtq.s G. D. Platt ; do. :
f‘}? i 4 J. J. Tilley... .Durham, !
iirfg“ G. J. Fraser.. . ...Oxford.
iett: Of the above-mentioned delegates, several reported in favourable
terms of their Associations.
the | The Report from the Union Committee was taken up clause by
| clause, and with slight verbal amendations was carried. 1t was then
s moved by Mr. 8. Woods, seconded by Mr. David Johnstone, ‘‘ That
;gptg the Report as amended be adopted.” ~Carried,
sec- Moved by Mr. Macallum, seconded by Mr. Woods, “ That the
| following be a Committee' on' Nominations of Officers, to report to-
ib morrow afternoon,—Messrs. Scarlett, Seath, Buchan, Macalister,
tioz Miller, Glashan and the mover and seconder.” Carried.
hers The Convention adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at ten
ing- o’clock.
sion TaIRD DAY—MOoRNING SESSION.—Robert Alexander, Esq., 1st
. P, in the chair. Mr. James Hodgson led the Convention in
hgm, prayer.
tion The report of the Public School Masters’ Committee having been
eing wread by Mr. John Canipbell, was received. The report was taken up
lon, seriatim, and fully di d. The di ion was brought to a con-
) in-

clusion by adopting the following motion.
Moved* by Mr. John Campbell, seconded by Mr. William Wat-
A
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son, ““That the report of Committee on Public Schools, as amended,
be adopted.” 2 ’

In connection with the. above, the following resolution was
adopted :— § :

Moved by Mr. D. Johnstone, seconded by Mr. William Macintosh,
“ That while approving of the majority of the changes introduced by
the Act of 1870-71 into our educational system, we entirely disagree
with the clause rélating to the ¢ Superannuated Teachers’ Fund,’” and

that the Executive Committee of the Provincial Association be auth-

orized to have petitions printed and circulated throughout the Province
for the signatures of teachers, asking the Legislature at its next Ses-
sion to repeal the obnoxious clause.” 3

Topic number 4 on the annual circular was introduced by G. D.
Platt, Esq., Inspector Public Schools, Prince Edward, who thought
very many teachers were guilty of the charge of proceeding too
rapidly in the education of the young. . Not that a good education
could be obtained any too soon, but that haste in this important
matter was often calculated to prevent altogether the attainment
of the end in view. As a proof of the widespread existence of this
evil, he referred to the verj early age at which many children are
sent to school, as well as their too rapid advancement from class
to class in obedience to the anxious desires of mistaken parents. The
great importance attached to home lessons, by many parents and
teachers, and the very general disposition to show off as much as possi-
ble, at the quarterly ‘examinations, are other indications in the same
direction. Indeed, so great is the haste on the part of many teachers
that it seems as if they ought to apply for a patent for the shortest
method of giving instruction in certain branches ! /If the, human
mind were merely %o be filled with general information as a mow is to
be filled with hay, this anxious and inconsiderate haste might be very
proper ; but since its chief requirement is the right development and
training of its immortal powers, such stuffing as many call education,
will result in evil rather than good.

The causes of this great evil are manifold. The wrong ideas re-
specting education which are still very prevalent ; the characteristics
of the age and haste and activity, and the general disposition to over-
estimate money, has each its full share of infl :ence upon the minds of
those responsible for the proper education of the young : while the
system of mechanical teaching, still far too common, and the destruc-
tion of the mental appetite of the young for sound, wholesome and
useful learning, by the floods of comic and sensational literature over-
flowing every youth’s path, are to be considered only less effective in
promoting a.hasty and superficial education.

The effect of rapid and careless instruction, cannot but be to de-
feat the true object in view, and to destroy everything like symmetry in
education. Such a course is caleulated to fill the mind with other
men’s ideas rather than to enable it to form ideas of its own—to render
it passive, rather than active—ta overburden, rather than cultivate
and develop. Education has a resemblance to vegetation. The seed
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OF THE ONTARIO TEACHERY' ASSOCIATION., 7

requires time for growth and development, and will not allow of fmuch
hurry without injury. A forced growth almost always results in
failure. © The process of digestion is another illustration, Undue
stuffing of physical food and an overloading of the organs of digestion
are prejudicial to health and muscular activity, The training of men
for feats of strength and skill proves this, Great care is taken to
secure the highest condition of muscular development, by a proper
course of nutriment and exercise, Similar and far greater care should
be shown by the teacher in the training of those entrusted to him,

that they may be enabled to acquit themselves worthily in the great
battle of life, Yot how many te

hat we want is more training and less st —n iscipl
less attention to storing the memory. 2

Farmers believe in deep ploughing—in turning up the sub-soil to
the influence of the sun and atmosphere. Let our teachers practise
deep'teaching; instead of skimming over the minds of children, and
imparting but a Superficial knowledge of things,

The great necessity on the part of the teacher is to inculcate a
taste for learning in the minds of his pupils, Without this, education
is & most difficult.task—with it, the pleasant gratification of an insa-
tiable appetite, The love of learning, like a resistless current, carries ~

the mind iuto all those by-ways and recesses of knowledge which go to
make up a thorough education.

In the promotion of this most desirable object, the teacher will
best succeed without relying much upon text-books. The more'di-
rectly mind can be brought into contact with mind, without the in-
tervention of disturbing media, the more clear and satisfactory the

instruction imparted, and the greater the desire to pierce to the funda-
mental principles of knowledge.

Mr. 8. Woods moved, seconded by A, Macallum, Esq., “That

a hearty vote of thanks be given to Mr. Platt for his valuable and
exhaustive address,”

The Treasurer of the Association, Mr, Macalister, read his report,
which, on motion, was received and adopted.

The following gentlemen were appointed the Auditing Committee
by the Chairman, viz, ; Macallum, Buchan and Johnston,

The report of the N ominating Committee was read by the Chair-
man, Mr. Scarlett, and was as follows :

President, Rev. Principal Snodgrass, of Qneen’s College, Kings-
ton ; 1st Vice-President, Ed, Scarlett, Inspector of Schools, Northum-
berland ; 2nd Vice-President, 8, Woods, ﬁ A, Hiah School, Kings-
ton ; 8rd Vice-President, R, Lewis, Head Master, eorge 8t, School,
Toronto ; 4th Vioa-Presitient, H. J.S8trang, B, A,, High School, Owen
Sound ; 6th Vice-President, J. R, Miller, Inspector of chools, Huron ;
6th Vice-President, David Johnst, Cobourg School ; Recording

@
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Secretary, Archibald McMurchy, M. A., High School, Toronto ; Cor-
responding Secretary, Thomas Kirkland, M. A., Normal School, To-
ronto ; 'Treasurer, S. Macalister, Head Master, John St. School, Toronto;
Councillors, Al¢xander, Hunter, Platt, Anderson and Macintosh.

Each nomination was voted upon geparately, and the report as
read was adopted.

In order to afford relief to the Recording Secretary during the
Convention, the following motion was submitted and carried.

Moved by Mr. Wm. Anderson, seconde y Mr. J. R. Miller,
“That in future the Recording Secretary be authorized to obtain the
assistance of a competent person to record the minutes of our Annual
Conventions, who shall be paid by the Association,”

Moved by Mr. E. B. Harrison, Inspector, Kent, seconded by Mr.
J. J. Tilley, Inspector, Durham, ‘‘That in the opinion of this Con-
vention, it is desirable that all candidates for teachers’ certificates shall
be examined at such times as to afford them an opportunity of receiv-
ing certificates of qualification previous to the time of opening the
schools, and that the day of the week instead of the day of the month
be taken ; and that the Council of Public Instruction be requested to
make the necessary changes.” Carried,

The Committee on the nomination of officers, which had been
asked to retire and nominate the Standing Committees of the Associa-
tion, now reported as follows, viz.:

“ High School Section.—Messrs. J. H., Hunter, M. A., Dundas
High School ; J, M. Buchan, M. A., High School, Hamilton ; H. J.
Strang, B, A., High School, Owen Sound ; John Seath, B. A., High
School, Osliawa ; and A. Macallum, M. A., Central School, Hamilton.

““ Public School Section.—Messrs, Alexander, Watson, Campbell,
Carey and Young.

¢ Section of Public School Inspectors.—Messrs. Tilley (Durham),
Harrison (Kent), Platt (Prince Edward), Fotheringham (York), and
Macalister,”

The report was received and adopted.

Report of Committee on Incorporation was read by Mr. Wm,
Anderson, and, on motion, was received and adopted.

The report of text-book Committee was read by Mr. Hunter.
There was much discussion on this report; the text-book on English
Grammar being especially referred to in terms of disapprobation ; the
text-book on geography was also found fault with ; and others spoke
of the text-book on algebra prepared by Dr. Sangster as unsuitable.
The report, on being amended by consent of Committee, was received
and adopted.

Moved by Thomas Kirkland, M. A., Science Master, Normal
School, seconded by J. C. Glashan, Inspector Public Schools, Middlesex,
*“ That this Association highly approve of the new text-books in Arith.
metic (a few typographical errors excepted), but would request the

et
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OF THE ONTARIO TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, 9

author in the next edition to add the miscellaneous examples from the
English edition, or others to the same effect.” Carried unanimously,

The Committee on Teachers’ Institutes submitted its report,

which was read by Mr. J. R. Miller, Thereport was adopted without
any discussion, .

The Association adjourned to meet in the Lecture Room of the

Mechanics’ Institute to hear an address by’ Professor Goldwin Smith
at eight o’clock,

Professor Goldwin Smith, who immediately ptoceed,
able and interesting address on the Poet Cowper. At the conclusion
of the address, R. W, Young, Esq., High School, Strathroy, moved
and J. M. Buchan, M. A., High School, Hamilton, seconded in suitable

terms a cordial vote of thanks to the learned Professor for his valuable
and instructive address,

Fourra Dav—Mornivg SEsSToN.—Mr. William Watson, 2nd
Vice-President, in the chair. Mr. Macallum read a Psalm and led in

prayer. The minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read and con-
firmed after some slight amendments,

Moved by Mr. Wm. Anderson, seconded by Mr, J. 0. Glashan,
‘“ That the Board of Directors be authorized to consolidate the Con-

stitution in accordance with the resolutions passed during the present
Convention.”  Carried.

Moved by Mr. J. Howard Hunter, seconded by Mr. A, Macallum,
““In the event of the Legislature conceding the request of the Asso.

expenses incurred by the attendance on the Council of such repre-
sentatives as are not resident in Toronto, that the funds of this Asso-
ciation be chargeable with the said expenses.” Carried.

Moved by drM=Buchans=1. A., seconded by Mr. David John-
stone, ‘‘ That the thanks of this Association are cordially tendered to
the Chief Superintendent of Education for the use of the Theatre of
the Normal School during the present Session ; to the representatives
of the Qlobe, Leader and Telegraph for their excellent reports of our
proceedings ; and to the managers of the Grand Trunk, Great Western
and Northern Railroads, for their kindness in granting return tickets
to the members of this Association at reduced rates ; and to the mem-
bers of our Society residing in Toronto, for the great amount of work
they have voluntarily performed in the interests of the Association.”
Carried Nem. Con.

It was resolved that the Association should hold its next Annual
Meeting during the second week of August. After singing the National
Anthem the Association adjourned.

ARCHIBALD McMURCHY,
Secretary.
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BY-LAW DEFINING THE DUTIES OF STANDING
COMMITTEES,

““ That each Standing Committee shall bring before the Association
atits Annual Meeting a written report upen the subject, or subjects it
was appointed to deliberate upon ; and, when its deliberations cannot
be carried on in the usual manner, each Member shal! forward to the
Chairmain his opinions in writing upon gthe subject to be considered,
in order that the latter may prepare a réport that shall embody the
conclusjons arrived at by a majority of the Committee,”

TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1870-71.
RECEIPTS,
Deposit in Building Society .. $40 45
Cash in hand.............. . 293
Fees from Members.............:.. .. 38 60
Procedds of Excursion to Niagara.. .. 9313
. Interest on Deposit 219

$177 20
EXPENDITURE,

Printing and advertising asaiiee, $41 88
Expenses of Excursion to NIBGAPB.ioiiiiiiiiinnis o oiiiy - 80 80

Postage, $6 65 ; Stationery, 30cts. ; Express Charges,
50cts. ; Caretaker, $3 00 ; and Gas, $2 87........ ‘11 82
Secretary’s salary............cc..ceeuunersann, .o 26 00
»

$169 47
4

Balance on deposit.
Onsh.., i

$177 20
Audited and found correct. ;
A, MACALLUM,
J. M. BUCHAN,
D. J. JOHNSTON.
Toronto, August 10th, 1871.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEXT-BOOKS.

\) The Committee beg respectfully to report ag follows :—

ist. While strongly approving of uniformity in text-books, the
Committee, in respect to the works below-mentioned, recommend,
that, until such time as more suitable text-books are provided, it be
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'OF THE ONTARIO TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION, 11
permissible to employlin our schools standard British or Canadian
publications.

Lovell’s General ;gvgmphy.
Davies’ English Gramymar,
2nd. Algebia, The %mmittee recc d that, for el t

Y
instruction in Algebra, Todhunter’s smaller treatise be employed ;

while for the use of advanced students, Sangster’s treatise be retained,

* 3rd. With regard to 'eve; future text-book submitted for ap-
proval to the Council of Public nstruction, the Committee recommend
that such text-book, revionsg to such approval, be submitted to s
Committee nominate by the Direvtars of the Ontario Teachers’ Asso-

ciation,
J. HOWARD. HUNTER,
Secretary to Committee.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The Committee appointed on Public School topics beg leave to
report :— .
1st. That the thanks of this Association are due to the Chief Sup-
intendeny of Educati , and Legislature of Ontario, for their efforts
in introduding many advantnxeous clauses and amendments into the
Consolidated Public School ot, which are caloulated to elevate the

F;iition of the teacher, and render more effective the Schools of this
vince,

Your Committee desire, however, to submit for the consideration
of the Convention, certain features of the Bill which they regard as
objectionable, or open to alteration and improvement.
;u Yeut that a general opinion be evoked on this subject,

a8

10, olause 119, p, 6%, page 82.—page 81, clause 107,
All of which ig respectfully submitted,

ROBERT ALEXAN DER, Chairman,
JOHN OAMPBELL, ¢ :
D. I. JOHNSTON.

The Committee appointed to report upon Teachers’ Institutes,
beg to submit the following :—

That under the present system of examination it is essentially
necessary to have some connecting link between our Schools and Ex.

amining Boards, to provide professional training for such teachers as
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do not feel disposed to attend the Normal School. Believing that
Teachers’ Institutes, properly conducted, would partly remedy the
existing state of affairs, and tend to systematize the whole work of our
Public Schools throughout the Province. . The Committee would,
therefore, strongly urge the formation of County Institutes, to be hel

immediately before the Summer Examinations, attendance at such
meetings to be noticed by examiners in awarding certificates. In
order to carry out this idea would recommend that the Chief Superin-
tendent be respectfully requested to take immediate steps to put the
present law in force for this purpose.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. R. MILLER, (Convener).
HUGH J. STRANG.
ARCHIBALD McMURCHY.
ROBERT ALEXANDER.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INCORPORATION.

Your Committee having met and carefully considered the question
of Incorporation beg leave to recommend as follows :

L. That this Association apply to the Legislature of this Province,
at its next session for an Act of Incorporation.

II. That in connection with the said Act of Incorporation the

‘Eower of electing three members of the Council of Public Instraction

e asked for; one to be elected by and to represent each of the
three.sections into which this Association will in future be divided.

1IL. That the election of said members of the Council of Public
Instruction take place at the regular annual meetings of the Associ-
ation, and in a manner similar to that of the Benchers of the Law
Society; ‘that the members of this Association only shall have the

right of voting, and that each person so elected shall hold office for
three years,

IV. That the three members shall be elected at the first meeting of
the Association next after the passing of said Act, and that one shall
retire-at the end of the first year, one at the end of the second year,
and one at the end of the third year, the order of retirement being
decided by lot by the three members themselves, provided always that
a retiring member shall be eligible for re-election.

V. 'That one member shall be elected at the first meeting of the

Association next after the election of said three Members, and one at
each successive meeting.

VI That in case of death, removal, or resignation of a member

another shall be elected in his place at the next regular meeting of the
Asgociation,

up
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OF THE ONTARIO TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNION.

The Committee on Union met according to appointment, and,
after discussing the various points brought under their notice, decided
upon the following report :

7

1st. That the Societies lately known under.the names of' the
“‘ Ontario Teachers’ Association” and the ‘ Ontario Grammar School
Masters’ Association” be united, under the name of the ‘¢ Ontario
Teachers’ Association ;”

2nd. That the Association shall have three different sections,
representing respectively, 1st, Teachers in High Schools ; 2ndly, In-
spectors ; Srdly, Public School Teachers;

3rd. That, in all subjects pertaining to education generally, the
Association shall act as one body, both in discussing and deciding
upon such subjects;

4th. That subjects pertaining specifically to any one or two of
the sections mentioned in the second clause, shall be discussed by the
members of all sections, but that the decision of the subject shall
rest alone with the section or sections particularly interested ;

5th. In the évent of any dispute regarding the clause in which
any specified subject may be included, the decision shall be made
by a majority of the Board of Directors present, and such decision
shall be final ;

6th. That there shall be three Standing Committees, correspond-
ing to the three sections mentioned in tHe second clause, and that the
composition of the Committees shall be as follows :

(1.) High School Committee\, consisting of four High School
teachers and one member selected from either of ' other two
sections; ;

(2.) Committee of Inspectors, consisting of four Inspectors and
one member selected from either of the other two sections;

(3.) Public School Committee, consisting of four masters of Pub-
lic Schools and one member selected from either of the other two
sections ;

7th. That, in case.of any sudden emergency necessitating prompt
action on the part of any of the sections mentioned in the second
clause, the President of tie Asgociation, on the written application of
at-Jeast two members of the Standing Committee for such section,
shall call a special meeting of the Committee for the aforesaid section,
and in the event of the President refusing or neglecting to call such
meeting, the Committee, or a majority of the Committee, shall have
full power to meet at the call of their chairman and to take action upon

the subject so specified. i
! J. HOWARD HUNTER,
Chairmam.
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.
GENTLEMEN :

I have chosen as the subject of my address, the Act recently parsed
regarding Public and High Schools, with the regulations made, u1.der
the Act, by the Council of Public Instruction,

The fifth clause of the Act provides that ** in each County or union
of Counties there shall be one or more school officers, to be called
County Inspectors, who shall have charge of not more than one hun—\
dred and twenty, nor less than fifty schools each,”  Under the law, as
it formerly stood, it. was competent for County Councils to appoint
County Inspectors; but only in a few cases was the power to make such
appointments exercised : and the consequence was, that the inspection
bestowed on the Common Schools wes less satisfactory than might have
been desired. Of the Local Superintendents, who are henceforth to
be known in our schools no more, it is not at all necessary to speak
harshly. A considerable number of them performed their duties
with ability and zeal; and, ‘as a class, they were serviceable to the
cause of education ; but—as King Arthur said, when he lay bleeding
of his mortal wound, ““I have done my work ”—they have done
their work. The impression throughout “the country was universal,
that it was time for the old order to change, and to give place to
something more adapted to the stage of educational development at
which we have arrived ; and hence the clause of the Act, which abol-
ishes the system of inspection by Local Superintendents, and renders
the appointment of County Inspectors imperative, has met with no
serious opposition from any quarter,

The duty of prescribing the qualifications of County Inspectors is
laid on the Council of Public Instruction. The Council has resolved
to grant certificates of qualification to graduates of a British or Colo-
nial University, who have taught in a school for three years, and to
first-class Public School teachers of the highest grade., I do mnot
mention, as a separate class, High School Masters who have taught in
a school for three years, for a degree is henceforth to be made the
qualification for the Mastership of a High S¢hool,

Each graduate, before receiving a certificate, must write a Thesis on
school organization, to be submitted to the Examining Committee of
the Council. It appears from the public papers, that the dignity of
some graduates has been hurt by this regulation ; but I do not feel
that there is a shadow of a ground for the offence that has been
taken, For, in the first place, an ordinary University degree is not
the most, satisfactory guarantee possible that the holder possesses even
the literary and scientific attainments necessary for the office of Public
School Inspector. A graduate, as such—a mere pass graduate, it may
be, of an inferior University—is not entitled to carry himself loftily,
a3 though all further inquiry into his fitness for 8o im. ortant an office
a3 that of County Inspector were something like an insult. ' And, in
the second place, a graduate, were it certain that his acquirements are
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ever so high, is not necessarily, even thongh he may have taught in a
school for three years, acquainted with the organization of Public
Schools, and with the methods of teaching, which should be followed
there. The examination which he passed before recciving a degree,
did not extend to these points, while first-class Public School teachers
have been examined on them more than once. Where is the hardship
then of his being asked to write a thesis showing that he has at least
had his attention called to the subject ?

L cannot doubt that the resolution of the Council to grant certifi-
cates of qualification to those Public School teachers only, who are in
the highest grade of the first-class, will meet with the approval of all
who are in a position to give an impartial opinion. Apart from the
unseemliness of having a school inspected by a gentleman whose cer-
tificate might be of an inferior grade to that held by the teacher of the
school, the effect of throwing the office of Inspector open to any Public
School teacher except those who are at the head of their profession,
would be to lower the general character of the office, and o to hinder
the attainment of the ends for which County Inspectorships were in-
stituted. 'We look for great things from the Inspectors. We expect
them to be the means of reviving the PublicSchools, and advancing
them to the highest possible state of efficiency. That they may be
able to render such a scrvice, they must be men whom teachers and
trustees and ratepayers everywhere will look up to with respect, whose
counsel will be sought with confidence, whose approbation will be
valued, and for whose blame reverence will be felt ; but it would be
foolish to expect County Inspectors as a body to answer this descrip-
tion, if persons were admitfed to the Inspectorships who were not
competent to take a first-class certificate of the highest grade.

Next in importance to the clauses of the School Act establishing
County Inspectorships, are those twhich relate to the examination of
teachers, B o

Scarcely anything has in time past been felt to be a more serious
evil, by those who have interested themselves in the working of our
educational system, than the want of uniformity in the examination
and classification of teachers. When I was Inspector of Grammar
Schools, I heard the complaint frequently made, that a candidate who
found it difficult to obtain a third-class certificate from one Board
might’ without difficulty get a-second or first-class certificate from
another, This disparity in the standards set up by different Boards,
besides giving rise to numerous cases of individual digsatisfaction,
tended to bring down the general standard of qualification, and throw
suspicion on the value of the certificates held even by first and second
class teachers who had fairly won the position that had been assigned
*to them, The provisions which the new Act makes, with the view of
remedying the evil referred to, are as follows : First-class certificates
are henceforth to be given only by the Council of Public Instruction H
and second and third-class certificates only by County Boards of Ex-
aminers, The papers for second and third-class certificates, as well as
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for first, are to be prepared by the Council of Public Instruction,
through a committee of their appointment or otherwise ; so that can-
didates for second and third-class certificates, though presenting them-
selves before different Boards, shall still have the same papers to
answer. Moreover, by a regulation of the Council of Public Instruc-
tion, the value of the several questions in the examination papers
must be fixed by the Committee of Council; the effect of which is,
that all candidates for certificates of a particular class, who give cor
rect answers to the questions in’ the examination papers, must receive
the same number of marks for the answers, by whatever Board they
may be examined.

Tt is perhaps not possible, in the meuntim‘ to go farther than
this, in the way of securing uniformity in the examination and classi-
cation of Public School teachers.  Of course, even where examina-
tion papers are the same, and the values affixed to the several ques-
tions are also the same, there may still be a serious want of uniformity
in the examinations, in consequence of the different estimates which
different examiners make of imperfect answers. In estimating imper-
fect answers, some of the County Boards, which have to decide the
fate of applicants for second and third-class certificates, will be much
more severe than others, and thus the ideal of absolute uniformity in
the examination and classification of teachers will not by any means
be attained. I was at one time disposed to think that County Boards
of Examiners might be dispensed with, and certificates of all classes,
first, second and third, granted by one examining body. This would
gecure uniformity, as far.as such a theory is possible ; it would pro-
bably not involve much more expense than is entailed by the present
system, and it would be objected to on the ground of centralization
by those only who allow their ears to be filled with a popular cry, and
do not consider that centrglization, which separates examiners from
local partialities and suggestions, 18, in such a magtter, the very thing
to be desired. But, after what I have learned of the number of ap-
plicants likely to come forward from yeat to year for second and third-
class certificates, I do not see how a single small committee could
overtake the work of reading all the papers that would be given in.
I aequiesce, therefore, in the method of examining and classifying
teachers now prescribed by law, as perhaps tho pest attainable in
present circumstances.

The examining committee, appointed by the Council of Public
Instruction, consists of a, member of the Council, who is chairman of
the. Committee 3 and of the two High School Inspectors. Besides a
special examination for certificates of qualification for the office of
Public School Inspector, the committee has recently had to conduct,
with the assistance of the Normal School Masters, t{e examination of
both divisions of the Normal Schoo), and it is at present éngaged with
the general examination of candidates for first-class certificates
throughout the Province. In this ieneral examination the Normal
School Masters take no part. Though, as a member of the Council, I
accepted these arrangements as suitable to the transition year through
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siderable) the Council of Public Instriction was u 580 long as
there was but one Inspector, to frame suitable reW the ap-
portionment of the High School fund among the different schools.
In the last two reports which I had the honour, as Grammar School
Inspector, of giving in to the Chief Superintendent, I showed that the
effect of apportioning the Government grant according to attendance
merely, was, to empty into the Grammar Schools all the upper classes of
the Common Schools. This was the case particularly in Union Schools.
Of course nobody used any undue influence to bring such, a result
about ; nevertheless, somehow, it came about. The Common Schools
were degraded by having almost all their pupils, male and female,
drained off as soon as the children were able to parse an easy English
sentence ; and the Grammar Schools were crowded with boys and
girls for whom a Grammar School course of study was not adapted.
For these evils, the only remedy possible, as far as I can see, is to
make the amount of the'Government grants to the different High
Schools dependant not on numbers alone,” but on results likewise,
To speak mathematically, what each school shall receive. out of the
public treasury should be a function of the two variable quantities,
the number of pupils in attendance, and the character of the instruc-
tion imparted ; but, in order that results might be taken into account,
more than one inspector was indispensable. .

Each of the two inspectors, whose services are now available, will
be required to visit all the High Schools once a year. . Having to visit
the schools only once a year, and not twice, us was the case in my
day, the Inspectors will be able to devote to each school a much larger
portion of time than was formerly allowed. In fact, as new conse-
quences are to be made to hang on the reports of the Inspectors, the

" inspections of the schools must receive a somewhat new character.
Thglnspectom will make a very detailed inquiry into the work done
in the several schools, and examine all the departments of that work,
from the highest to the lowest ; and. it is believed, that, as the resilt
of such minute investigation—much more minute than has been either

ossible or necessary hitherto,—they will be able to arrange the High
gchools into_classes, according to the educational results which the
several schools exhibit. These classes might be three in number,—
first, second and third. It is not proposed that the Inspectors shall be
asked to arrange the schools in the several classes in the order of
merit ; this would be too much for them to attempt ; but there does
not seem to be any insuperable difficulty in the way of their agreeing
on a report to the Chief Superintendent, to the effect that such a
school is, in their judgment, entitled to rank in the first or highest
class ; such another school in the second 5 and such ‘another school in
the third. The Inspectors will not make their rounds together, but at
different times, so that a school, which may have been visited by one
of the Inspectors at a somewhat unfavourable season, may have the
advantage of being visited at a more favourable season by the other.
Of course, in carrying out these arrangements, a great responsibility
will lie on the Inspectors ; and High School masters, who find their
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schools in the third class, will be prone to fancy that they have suffered
injustice ; but, where both Inspectors concur in placing a school in a
particular clags, the country will not easily be convinced that the
Judgment is erroneous. In the event of the Inspectors differing re-
garding a particular school, a balance will have to be struck between
their judgments, It is presumed that the Inspectors will always be

men ‘in whose capacity and integrity the utmost confidence can be
placed.

Suppose the High Schools tohave been so arranged, in the manner
I have described, according to educational results ; what then 7 All
the schools which are placed in the third class, should, in my opinion,
receive a certain fixed sum for each pupil ; those in the second class,
a certain larger sum for each pupil; and those in the first class, a cer-
tain still larger sum for each pupil. Fo encourage good teaching, the
grant for each pupil in the second.class schools should be very decid-
edly in advance of that paid for each in the third-class schools ; and
a similar principle should be followed in determining the allowance to
first-class schools, Where a school is 80 bad as to-be deemed by the
Inspectors unworthy of being placed in any of the three classes, it
should receive no grant.

If a scheme such as this be found practicable, and be adopted by
the Council of Public Instruction, it cannot fail, I think, to be pro-
ductive of the best consequences. It will not only be a heavy blow

and great discouragement to the practice of herding boys and girls out
of the Public Schools into the High School without reference to their
fitness for a High School course of study, but it will also stimulate
High School masters to put forth all their strength to raise their re-
spective schools to the highest rﬁnk It will at the safe time teach

trustees a lesson which some of thiem need to learn. With trustees
the question often is, not—* Where can we get the best teacher 7’
but—‘“ At how low a rate can we ‘hire’ a teacher ?””' A very accom-
plished and successful Grammar School Master once complained to me
of the injustice the trustees wero doing him, in withholding a consid-
erable portion of the Goovernment grant to which he was entitled, and
using it partly as a reserve fund, and partly to pay an undue propor-
tion of the salary of a Common School teacher who did some work in
the Grammar School ; and, in the course of the conversation which I
had with him, he stated that one of the trustees had expressed himself
to the effect that the Grammar School Master was too well paid ; he
(the trustee in question) thought that a six-hundred-dollar. teacher
would be good enough. Now, with such trustees, unintelligent and
narrow-minded, it is of no use to urge rational considerations of the
higher order, ' As Schiller says, ‘‘Against stupidity the Gods contend
in vain.” But there is one consideration to which even the stupidest
trustee is not. likely to be insensible, namely, that, when the appor-
tionment to a particular school is made to depend a good deal on the
educational rank which the school takes, six-hundred-dollar teachers
will no longer be as profitable ag they may formerly have been, If by
engaging a thousand-dollar or a twelve-hundred-dollar teacher you
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might have made your school a first-class school, while by leaving it
in the hands of a six-hundred-dollar teacher you keep it in the third
clags, it may turn out that in choosing the six-hundred-dollar man
you saved money in one direction, to lose as mnch, perhaps more, in
another.

The scheme of apportionment which I have sketched, proceeds on
the idea, not that the total grant is a definite amount, but that a definite
amount is to be paid for each pupil in & school according to the class
in which the school is placed. Permit me to ask attention to this. At
present, as you are aware, a definite total sum lies at the disposal of
the Chief Superintendent for distribution among the High Schools.
The effect of this is that what one school gains another must lose.
A stationary Government grant is, besides, a check on progress ; for,
should any considerable number of the schools make such advance-
ment as to render it necessary to engage additional masters, a great
increase of the total expenditure for salaries would be requisite, which
increase, however, with a stationary grant, there are no means of
meeting. But if the views which I have ventured to suggest were
adopted, and a detinite amount paid for each pupil in a school accord-
ing to the educational rank of the school, there would, in consequence
of the grant expanding in the same proportion in which the schools
become more numerously attended and better conducted, be no check
on progress ; nor would the gain of one school be the loss of another ;
each would be rewarded on a consideration simply of its own doings—
which surely is the right principle. .

It may perhaps be urged as an objection to the scheme which I
have submitted, that it would involve the expenditure of a consider-
ably larger sum of money than is at present allowed by the Legislature
for High School purposes. I suppose that this would be the case ;
but I am persuaded, that if the scheme were found practicable, its
advantages would be so marked that the country would not grudge
the money that might be needed to carry it out. Last year, in the
Parliamentary Committee on the Upper Canada College question,
certain views, expressed by one of the witnesses, seemed to be assent-
ed to by a member of the Government, who was on the Committee ;
but he remarked, turning to some members of the Opposition, who
were present : ‘‘If we were to propose any such thing, there would
be an outery about the expense.” On this, one of the parties more
immediately addresed, replied : * If the Government bring down any
proposal, which can be shown to be for the true interests of educa-
tion, we will heartily concur in it, whatever the expense may be.
There is nothing we will not pay to have our children well educated.”
I refer to this little passage of arms because it brings out what I be-
lieve is the truth, that all parties in Parliament, those in power and
those who expect to get into power, will agree to grant whatever funds
can be shown to be necessary for the working of the educational
system. Indeed, an eminent member of the House said to me in a
conversation which I had with him some time ago: °‘expense in a
matter of this kind, is not to be considered.”
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|

Let me now advert to those clauses of the Act which bear on the
course of study to be pursued in the Public and High Schools,

As regards the Public School programme, the chiof thing to be
noticed, is the introduction into it of a new scientific element, By
the thirteenth clause of the Act, the Council of Public Instruction is
required to make provision ‘‘for temching in the Public Schools the
elements of Natural History, of Agricultural Chemistry, of Mechan-
ics, and of Agriculture.” It must not be thought that it is intended,
by the introduction of these branches of study into the Public Schools,
that less attention than formerly is to be given to our old and valued
friends, the three R’s. Reading, writing and arithmetic must ever
continue to be the main strands in the cord of elementary knowledge
—the sides of the triangular base of the pyramid of education. %f
there were the least danger that the admission of science into the
Public Schools would lead to the neglect of reading, writing and
arithmetic, I for one would say,—keep science at the outside of the
door. T trust, however, that it may be found possible, without detri-
ment to the just claims of the R’s, to do something in the way of
bringing the children in our Public Schools to an acquaintance with
the elements of science. This is eminently the age of science. The.
most wonderful discoveries are being daily made ; while at the same
time a scientific literature, at once popular and exact, is bringing the
results of philosophical research within the reach of the general pub-
lic. In these circumstances,. a School system, which should fail to
furnish the elementary education, that would give every child in the
Province the means of fitting himself to look with intelligence, when
he grows up, on the great scientific movement going on around him,
and to take part, if qualified, in the work of original scientific inves-
tigation, would be seriously defective. The only question, it seems
to me, which can here be raised, is whether the teaching of the ele-
ments of science should be confined to the High Schools, or made part
of the work of the Public Schools also? The Legislature has taken
the latter view. I observe that it is fortified in this by the opinion of

" the British Royal Commission on education ; for, in reporting on the

most suitable course of study for a class of schools similar to our
Public ‘Schools, the Commissi 8 Trece d the introduction of
elementary scientitic subjects. It may also be remarked that a large
number orfy boys and girls will probably complete their education in
the Public Schools ; so that, if they do mot obtain an acquaintance
with the el 118 of il in these institutions, they will get it no-
where else. Some persons, when they see the programme of study
which the Council of Public Instruction has drawn up for the Public
Schools, may very possibly scoff at the extremely elementary character
of the lessons to be given in Natural History and Agricultural Chem-
istry, and Mechanics, and may say : What is the use of learning any-
thing where so little is learned But, if the little be onl{ well
taught, it will be invaluable. It will create a taste for more. It will
be an instrument for the acquisition of more. It will introduce into
the mind new conceptions—seed-thoughts, which may germinate, and
bring forth, in due time, who can tell what fruits ¢
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In the High Schools the study of Latin and Greek is henceforth
to be optional, - A thorough elementary classical education is still to
be provided for boys (and girls, if you please) who may propose to
enter a university ; but boys and girls who have no such intention,
are not to be debarred from receiving a superior High School educa-
tion adapted to their wants. In order to give effect to the views of
the Legislature, the Council of Public Instruction has adressed itself
to the task of framing two programmes for High Schools, one classi-
cal, and .the other non-classical, In the non-classi 1 eourse, promi-
nence is given to various branches of science, the curriculum being,
in this respect, a continuation of what was prepared for the Public
Schools ; and an attempt is made to exhibit, in definite outline, a
scheme af advanced study in the English language. I have elsewhere
stated at length, and with all the earnestness in my power, my opinion
in regard to the value of ‘the English language, as an instrument of
education ; and I will now merply say, that in order to vindicate for
English a far higher place than it has yet received in our Provincial
schools, it is not necessary to institute a comparison between it and
the ancient classical languages, or the modern German and French ;
for it is perfectly certain that the great mass of the boys and girls in
our schools must receive almost their entire culture, 8o far as depend-
ent on the study of language, neither from the ancient classics, nor
from French and German, but from their own language. In illustra-
tion of the fact that the study of the English language and literature
may be rendered not only fascinating, but extremely useful even for
the accomplishment of many of the results for which it has hitherto
been the habit to look almost exclusively to Latin and Greek, let me
(uote a passage from a lecture of Prof(ssor Tyndall, one of the best

writers, as well as ablest philosophers of the present day :—““If I ex-
cept discussions on the comparative meits of Popery and Protestant-
ism; English grammar was the most important discipline of my boy-
hood. The piercing through the involved and inverted sentences of
¢ Paradise Lost;’ the linking of the verb to its often distant nomina-
tive, of the relative to its distant antecedent, of the agent to the ob-
ject of the transitive verb, of the preposition to the noun or pronoun
which it governed ; the study of variations in mood and tense ; the
transformations often necessary to bring out the true grammatical
structure of a sentence—all this was to my young mind a discipline of
the highest value, and, indeed, a source of unflagging delight. How
I rejoiced when I found a great author tripping, and was fairly able to
pin him to a corner from which there was no escaping. I speak thus
of English, because it was of real value to me. I do not speak ‘of
other languages, because their educational value for me was almost in-
sensible. - But,” he adds—and the words merit attention, as showing
how the appreciation of one means of culture does not necessarily
lessen, with a broad-minded man, the a.pﬁ)reciution of another—*‘‘know-
ing the value of English so well, I should be the last to deny, or
even to doubt, the high discipline involved in the proper study of
Latin and Greek.”

The single difficulty which I foresee in the way of carrying out
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to the most happy results the programmes with which the Council
of Public Instruction has been engaged is the lack of competent Eng-
lish and scientific teachers. To teach the higher branches of English
well, demands a somewhat rare faculty. And, as regards science, I
am satisfied from the recent examinations in which I have taken part,
that many of the Public School Masters need to have their notions
about science entirely reconstructed. I make no apology, gentlemen,
for speaking frankly. An idea seems to be entertained that scientific
knowledge consists in being acquainted with rules for working prob-
lems. I'was amused with a note which a gentlemen, who came up at
the recent Normal School examination, appended to his answers to a
paper in natural philosophy, which bore my name at its head : “‘ Mr,
Young,” said he, ‘‘if you had given me problems in steam I wonld
have shown you how to work them.” Now, as it is possible that I
may have something to do again in the examaination of teachers,
though I fervently hope not, I give notice to all whom it may concern,
that I attach not the slightest importance to the working of problems
in steam oy in anything else. What I value is, facts apprehended as
bound toggther by a principle, or what is the same thing, principles as
summary expressions for classes of “clearly apprehended facts. The
knowledge of rules without an acquuintance with the principles lying
at the boltom of them may have a little, a very little, technical use ;
but educationally it is worthless, It might be dangerous, perhaps, to
hint that even the High School Masters may not all possess the requi-
site scientific accomplishment to qualify them for the duties which are .
now to devolve upon them. Are they not, moft of them, graduates
of a University ?

The last point to which I shall ask your atﬁcntion, i the author-
ity given to the Lieutenant-Governor in Council to establish Collegiate
Institutes,

The effect of that part of the School Acf which makes the study

atin and Greek in the High Schools optional, will probably be to
banish classics almost entirely from the majority of the High Schools,
and in a great measure to concentrate the study of Latin and Greek
in a few localities. If this should happen it would not be a misfor-
tune. It may reasonably be expected that as large a number of good
classical pupils will be produced in the few schools which will become
the foci of classical instruction as are now sent forth from the whole
body of High Schools ; while at the same time, the mass of the
schools, at least after the High School system fairly gets under way,
and the teachers have grown familiar with their new duties, will be
doing a genuine and important work which they were not doing pre-
viously. . In order, however, that classical study may be properly
maintained in the schools where it is likely henceforth to be mainly
prosecuted, these Schools must receive special pecuniary aid ; and for
furnishing such aid, under what are considered proper conditions, the
41st clause of the Act makes provision. ¢ Whereas,” the clause runs,
‘it is desirable to encourage the establishment of superior classical
schools, it shall be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor in Council to
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confer upon any High School in which not less than four masters are
fully engaged in teaching the subjects of the prescribed curriculum,
and in which the daily average of male pupils studying'the Latin or
Greek language shall not be less than sixty, the name Collegiate Inati-
tute ; and towards the support of such Collegiate Institute it shall be
lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor in Council to authorize the pay-
ment of an additional sum, at the rate of, and not exceeding seven
hundred and fifty dollars per annum out of the Superior Education
Fund ; provided that if in any year the average of pupils above des-
cribed shall fall below sixty, or the number of masters be less than
four, the additional grant shall cease for that year ; and if the said
average shall continue to be less*than sixty, or the number of masters
less than four for two successive years, the institution shall forfeit the
name and privileges of a Collegiate Institute until restored by the
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, under the ‘conditions provided by
this section.”

I go heartily along with the framer of the Act in desiring the
establishment of superior classical schools. A few schools of the type
of Upper Canada College might, with great propriety, be planted in
different parts of the Province, not perhaps immediately, but with a
wise regard to circumstances. I cannot say, however, that I look with
favour on the proposed Collegiate Institute. A year ago, on the invi-
tation of. the (gmmmur School Masters’ Association, T stated to that
Association my objections to the Institutes: I stated the same objec-
tions when called to give evidence before a Committee of the Pro-
vincial Parliament : and, as my views remain unchanged, I will now
state them to you. Whether I am right or wrong, no harm can arise
from having the subject ventilated. 1In the first place, then, I dislike
the proposed Collegiate Institutes because of the character of insta-
biligy which must necessarily attach to them. The.Act provides, as
we have seen, that if in any year the average of male pupils fall
below sixty, or the number of masters be less than four, the additional
grant shall cease for that year ; and if the said average shall continue
to be less than sixty, or the number of masters Jess than four for two
successive years, the institution shall forfeit the name and privileges
of a Collegiate Institute. Thus, a school may this year be a Collegiate
Institute, with the pecuniary advantages, such as they are, which that
dignity brings along with it ; but next year it may lose all special pe-
cuniary advantage, and, the year following, the extinguisher may
descend upon it, and out it goes—as a Collegiate Institute. I cannot
persuade myself that it is desirable that the institutions intended to
be the great centres, where boys preparing for a University are to be
fitted for matriculation, should be established under such conditions
of uncertainty. In the second place, the Collegiate Institutes are to
be developed out of the ordinary High Schools ; and this, I believe,
is considered by some persons whose judgment is entitled to great re-
spect, a recommendation of the system ; but I look upon it as an ob-
jection, because it entails the consequence that the institutes may
be established in any locality where a High School exists. I cannot
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help thinking it would be better to have these institutions fixed in the
leading cities of the Province. In the third place, the funds provided
by the 41st clause of the School Bill for the support of the institutes,
are inadequate, I haye already said that my conception of the Qol-
legiate Institutes is, that they are to he somewhat of the type of the
Upper Canada College, thougfly on a less extensive scale. Now, it is

simply idle to talk of setting up institutions of this character, unless

asters salaries on which persons with the

The salary of the Head

Master. of a Collegiate Institute should not be less than $1,600 a

year; if you have two othey masters with $1,200 each, and a fourth

with $800,—thig makes, in all, $4,800, B
Act make for the support of

ut what provision does the
stitutes | A Collegiate In-
nt Grant, one-half as much
more from local sources, f $7650. The Guvernment,
Gmn.t will Probably not amount to much more than $1,000. Some
very intelligent High School masters, who have spoken to me on the
subject, are afraid that thi i i high ; but,
81,000, this will make the annual income of a Collegiate Institute, in-
depemilently of fees, only about $2,260. It may be supposed that the
ees will amount to g Jnpge sum, This is the cage at present in some
schools, ag, for instance, in Galt and Kingston ; but, throughout the
Province, the current is g ing in the direction of free edu-
cation, in the High School i i . The effect
of this t ndency will be to Jower the fees in all the High Schools ex-
cept a few which happen to be placed in peculiar cireumstances ; go
that the income which, may be looked for from this source will be in
most cases Precarious, and is likely to become more and more so every
year. The 36th clause of the Act may perhaps be thought sufficient
to meet the difficulty ; for it gives High School Boards the power to
vy 1ot only a sum' equal to one-half the Government Grant, but
such other sum the maintenance of the High
School ; but th legiate Institutes would not, I suspect,
alaries from year to year dependent on
Boards,  For these reasons I should -
he School Act, had the 41st clause been
b is a cumbrous, and I fear it will prove a not very

manageable, appendage to an otherwise complete; and harmonious
school system.

Would you give no special encouragement, then, it may be said,
to superior “classical education Certainly, I would. In the first
place, if the principle were adopted, which I have advocated in this
address, of paying schools for results as well as for attendance, and if
such payments were made, not by the division of a definite total sum
among the schools, but by the allotment to each school of a fixed
amount for each pupil according to the educational rank taken by the
s¢hool ; such g gol heme, the rate of payment to first-class schools being
made (as I think it should be) greatly in excess of that paid to the
lower sohools, would provide_for schools of the first olass, whether

C
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classical or non-classical, as liberal pecuniary encouragement, at least,
a8 the 41st clause of the Act proposes to allow to the Collegiate Insti-
tutes. And, in the second place, I would be prepared, as I before in-
timated, to found, when the proper time should seem to have arrived,
in the more important localities, such as Ottawa, Kingston, Hamilton
and London, schools somewhat of the character of Upper Canada
College, only on a reduced scale. Of course, if those who hold the
strings of the public purse, will not give money to carry out such
plans, nothing more can be said ; there is an énd of the matter. But
we are bouud to proceed npon the assumption, that the Legislature
will not grudge a moderate expenditure—for after all it would be
moderate—demanded by the best interests of the country. Our
Legislators surely all understand that there are higher feats of states-
manship than saving money.

\

THE WORK OF THE ASSOCIATION,

The following paper was read by Mr. William Anderson, of the
Toronto High School :

‘“This Association having reached the tenth year of its existence,

we may very properly take a retrospect of its history.

““In the month of December, 1861, the teachers and friends of
education in Toronto and the County of York assembled at the Court
House in this city for the purpose of organizing a Teachers’ Associa-
tion for Upper Canada. The undertaking was not unattended with
considerable difficulty. Among teachers, as among other classes, there
are many who look almost exclusively at the direct personal benefits to
be derived from any movement in which they take part. The Pro-
vincial Association” was neither in the nature of trades union to
keep up prices, nor a benefit society to provide against sickness or old
age. Teachers generally receive very scanty remuneration. A man
obliged to support a family on four hundred dollars a year, could
scarcely be expected to to travel from one to two hundred miles, at
the cost of nearly halfs month’s salary, to attend meetings resulting
apparently in but little profit.

“There existed another serious obstacle, which by the recent Aet of
Parliament has happily been almost entirely removed. Two classes of
teachers existed throughout the country, one holding Provincial

the other County Board certificates of qualification. No teacher, _

however well qualified, was permitted to compete for a Provincial
certificate without previous attendance at the N ormal School.  County
Board teachers considered this provision of the law a great injustice.
Hence arose a feeling of jealousy, which began to appear in a very
marked manner, immediately after the Association was formed, i

feeling was strengthened by circumstances connected with the prelim-
nary proceedings.
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““ It happened that the day of our first meeting for organization
was made a holiday at the Normal and Model Schools to enable the
masters and students to attend. Mr, Robertson, then Head Master
of the Normal School, presided, and the masters of the Model School
took an active part in the proceedings. The names of these gentlemen
appearing in the published reports, County Board teachers concluded
that the Association was under the control of the Normal School, and
many of them, on that account, would have nothing to do with it,
However, before long it was found that County Board teachers were
in the majority ; and then the complaint might be heard that the Asso-
ciation was opposed to the Normal School,

‘ Even after the organization was fully established, many teachers
who had been attracted by the novelty of ‘the movement began to fail
off, and a variety of other obstacles presented themselves, which it
was very difficult to remove, But as teachers met in convention, and
became better acquainted with one another, they discovered that no
class held control—that the members were willing to throw aside local
prejudices, and forget the petty distinctions arising from the differ-

ence of locality in which theip knowledge or experience had been
acquired, /

‘‘ But, perhaps, the most formidable difficultyin the way of securing

combined action among us was, and is still, the
in the profession,

‘‘ Teaching hag long been used as a means of reaching other pro-
fessions, A young man proposes to study divinity, law or medicine,
but his finances being insufficient to enable him to complete his course,
he becomes a teacher for & year or two, for the purpose of earning
money. His leisure is entirely taken up in pursuing a 8pecial course
of study entirely unconnected with teaching. ' H aving put in hig
time and drawn his salary, he troubles himself no further about either
teaching or teachers, and, of course, gives himself no concern what-
ever about Teachers’ Associations, to ascertain the en-

want of permanence

p to that year, 2544 Provincial certificates had been
grapted to students of the Normal School, Of tl}ese, 964 had ex-
pired or been superseded by others, leaying 1,680 valid at that date ;

but only 601 persons holding such certificates were then engaged in
teaching,

““ These were among the difficulties to be met by those who ten
years ago inaugurated this movement, They had but slight ihduce-
come forward and take-part

ere numerous, the attractions but feyw,

duty to perform, that they must make

some sacrifice, and that ultimately success was certain, and they have
not been disappointed, The fact that this Association has been in
successful operation for nearly ten years, has been attended by hun-
dreds of leading teachers from all parts of the Province, affords ample
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proof that we are capable at least of working together for a common
object. But more than this has been accomplished. Until recently
the opinions of teachers on educational matters have becn practically
disregarded. Not so when legislation was invoked onmaster affecting
other clagses. When a new Insolvency Pill was introduced,into Par-
liament, leading merchants were consulted in regard to its provisions,
1f a Medical Bill were brought before the House, representatives from
the different medical schools were examined before a special com-
mittee. 1f a measure affecting the legal profession was under con-
sideration, the members of the Bar and the Bench were respectfully
requested to express their opinions. When bank charters required
amendment, cashiers and presidents were forthwith summoned to the
capital. But when school legislation occupied the attention of the
people’s representatives, nobody thought of asking teachers what
they thought about matters whicl they above all others were most
likely to understand. How are we to account for this strange incon-
sistency ? It will hot suffice’ to say that educational questions are of
less importance than those relating to trade, law, or medicine. Ask
the people, with the services of which of the classes just named they
could most easily dispense: and the answer will certainly not be,
¢ With those of the teachers.” It is unnecessary to stop to enquire
where the fault lies—probably with teachers themselves—but we may
congratulate ourselves on the fact that this state of things is rapidly
passing away. Important changes have just been made in the school
law by the Act of the present year ; and it is highly creditable to the
judgment of the respected head of the Education Department that the
new features introduced are not the:result of mere theory, but are
based on the matured experience of practical teachers and superin-
tendents, as expressed by the deliberate decisions of this body. At
the meeting held in Hamilton in 1862, a motion was introduced af-
firming the desirability of establishing a central board of examiners
to issue Provincial certificates of qualification in lieu of the recently
abolished system of issuing County Board certificates. The mover of
the resolution recommended the plan adupted in the examinations
of the London University, that is, that the questions should be pre-
pared by this Central Board, transmitted under seal to the County
Boards, opened in presence of the candidates, and the answers re-
turned to the Central Board for adjudication. This motion was lost
by a small majority ; but at several subsequent meetings was carried
unanimously. At the Convention of 1865 an additional clause was
proposed, and strongly urged by several speakers, to the effect that all
candidates for certificates of qualification, wherever educated or
trained, should be examined by this board, which should include no
individual whose pupils were required to undergo its examination.
By the late School Act, and the regulations of the Council of Public
Instruction, precisely this plan of licensing teachers has been adopted,
and is now in operation throughout the Province. With regard to
certain matters of detail, there will no doubt he much difference of
opinion ; but as a whole this may be regarded as one of the most im-
portant features of the new law. Tt removes one of the main causes
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‘¢ Altogether, the success attending our labours has been highly
gratifying. ~ Let us not suppose, however, that our mission is accom-
plished. This Asssociation has now a definite part to perform in the
great work of education, which can be done by it alone. A few years
ago, its utility was considered doubtful and its success uncertain ; now
its existence has become almost a necessity. But let not the good that
has already beenaccomplished induce us to relax'eur efforts : let it rather
encourage us to put forth renewed exertions. Every man owes some-
thing to his profession besides a.certain amount of labour for which he
receives pay. There may be callings more honoured, but there are none
more honourable than that of the teacher. The foreign foe that invades
our shores is not more to be dreaded than the ignoranee that lurks in
our midst ; and the military hero that defends us from the one de-
serves not better from his country than he who rids us of the other.
The faithful devoted teacher is a true patriot-y It is not by whining
and complaining about want of respect that telchers can hope to se-

cure their proper position. They must be true to themselves. Let
them but respect their calling, and it will command the respect of
others, The man makes the position respectable, not the position
the man. Now more than ever a feeling of harmony and good-will
exists among our members. A disposition to unite more closely to-
gether is everywhere apparent,  Our past history affords ground for
satisfaction and thankfulness. Let us hope that a career of still greater

usefulness is before us,”




