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The President of the His-
torical Society,

NlA(JAUA-oN-THK-I,.\Ki: _ uNTAKIo.

Referring to the /Vlllltary
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MILITARY RESERVE
AT NJAQARA.

A startling r.port has lately be.n circuUt.d. a itaU-ment so unexpected and so surpri,i„,, ,h.a it .eem. impossible tobe be,.evc..-tha. the Military Reserve i. t,. be ,olU i„ ..,,.acre
lot,. For ivvo reasons this seems incredible

; nr,t. ,h,t a rich
ROver„„,ent h.e the Dominion o. Canada nhouM thus dispose ofwhat has ahvay« been used and may yc I.e ...ed for military pur-poses. Hn.l for what must certainly i,e a compara.ively small sum.
Las. year and the year bebre lar^e sums .ere expended both on

Whv7hi T ";
'^'^'"-^»'-—"" •- "'i'i'«ry purposes.Why th.s waste .f ,t were so soon to be given up? Secondly i,.here no recollection in ()„awa ol ail that makes these Niagara

llau,s so dear ,o Cana.luns.^ ft is well now and then tha, weshould dnve from our minds the utilitarian view taken by som"Zfortunate be.ngs so cons.i.u.ed •„ ,o be unable to look at such an alter from the sentimental and histo.ical point of view. The Passuf hermopvlae, the Plains of Marathon, the fiel.l of Bannockburnand that o Waterloo, the Plai.^s of Ahraham all rou.e patriot cfeelings, and the Plains of Niagara should do no less. iS^.Z
past one hundred and twenty years the.e has been a military eserv^as we read in a statement of Augustus Joues, surveyor of a prlvi

'

ous survey by Mr. Frey. And not ,a. o. th. remnant'^f Navy Ha"

KiL Wh T '"'""f
"-^^^ '' '•'"'"'•^ commanders at t

proved for tne fust r.ovcrnor.C.neral. Simcoe. And here .he htg.nn.ng of Government was made and laws passed of which no law-
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m«ken n. ed hv nsh.ime.l. «,ul here the O„vernor .1, penned hu.p.tal-
»V to j.r.n.v ami p. „„. i„ Anuricnn con.m.^Mon.rs l-r^nch
count I„d.a„ rhie.v u.re a. th- Kin^N Wharl v>,„..W were builtm early .!«>.. Hto the immortal Hr„<k erected lort.fkation,. ami
frorn .h.s ,pot ru,h..| ... ....-et a ,«Kl.ers .leath. and here hin bodv
lay for twelve year., and here .„i\ ,he b.nlies ol British ..tBcer, lie
buried, lice (J-n. Vincent with a „«4ll lor. c defended Kort ueo.Kcand around the mih.ary .^rounds and ,h. town a cordon of l.rit.'l,
«.>!d,er. ^ucces.fullv ,hut ,n and blockaded the enemvs force for
month. A.ound Point MissinsagMa. u here the tower m.w starul,.
« small force ol re^n.iarn and militian.cn re.i.t.d thouMnd*. and
tl.o.e wK, were .lam were buried where thev fell. So that U, .li.-
pose o thcMe plain., n.a Je sacred by the blood of those who fouKhtNO nol.ty for Km,k and country, would seem to u. al.uo.t desecration.And .n later t.mes, tor o- er thirty y«ar.. ihe.e plains have been th,
.•an.p..« ,,rouod for the youths o. our country, where they have

d^r "\'';."'''^

^'If
'^'^ "'^' « fewofth.„..of.»jh. evenutuothe

death on African veUh, for the honor of their country. And to howniany generauons ha.e these pla,ns l,.en endeared by early a.so.ia-
t.ons when ear.hen ramparts, rifle pi... and powder magazine, havebeen explored and patriotic f.-elin,. rou.ed ? And tor what would
ail this be sacrifi ed ? A f..v pal.rv dollars, which the countr. dues
not need. Hut u does need thu these historic sites sho.ld be pre-
.er ed. so that the youths o. our country may proudly point to the
spots Where dar.n« deeds were done in days of yore, and th
encourage to all that constitute, true patriotism. As has been
ucKed some year, a^;o. let Fort G.orjje an.l Fort Mississagua be
placed in the hands of th-.- Niagar.- Kalis I'ark Commissioners for
preservation and beautifying, as ha. beon done with Brock's monu-ment and Lort Krie. and let the remaining .round be retained, asnow, a heritage for coming jfeneraiions.

V ,
JANET CARNOCHAN

Niagara. June 28, 1905.
--^-h-vn.




