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HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE

ACCOUNT

OF

BRITISH AMERICA.

CHAPTER 1.

: 4
Hudson’s Bay Territory : Early Discovery and Settlement.

Outline and Boundaries—Mountain Ranges—Rivers and Lakes—
Discovery by Cabot and Hudson—Button—Bylot—Fox—James
—Hudson’s Bay Company—Their Settlements—Contests with
France—Voyages by Knight—Middleton—Moor and Smith—
North-west Company—Harmon’s Account of their Trade and
Settlements.

Taere still,remains to be described a region of British

America, far surpassing in extent the settled and occupied

parts, It stretches in length from the eastern coast, in

about 656° W. long., to the Russian boundary, in 141°,
being seventy-six degrees of longitude, which, in the
sixtieth degree of latitude, will make about 2600 miles.

The breadth, from, 49° north latitude, the boundary of

the United States, reaches to the northern limit of Ame-

rica. The dimension, in this direction, will therefore
be twenty-one degrees, or nearly 1460 English miles ;
but so much space is occupied by inland seas, that it is
scarcely possible to estimate its superficial extent.
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14 HUDSON’S BAY TERRITORY

In former volumes of the Cabinet Library, which
illustrate the career of discovery in the Arctic regions
and on the coasts of America, there'will be found de-
scribed particular portions of this vast and in many
respects interesting territory. It now remains to exhibit
a complete and connected view of it, adding a fuller ac-
count of those geographical and historical details which
before could only be slightly noticed.

The most important natural division of this wide ter-
ritory is.formed by a highland range, commercing at
the Atlantic, and running towards the west between the
Canadas and the Hudson’s Bay possessions. Although it
rises from 1500 to 2000 feet above the séa-level, it by
no means presents a mountainous or even hilly appear-
ance. The sidés slope upwards in a very gradual man-
ner, usually terminating on the summit in an extensive
marshy plain ; and it is only when they border on rivers
and lakes, particularly the northern shores of Huron and
Superior, that broken and rocky cliffs are exhibited.
After forming the upper margin of these great lakes, it
follows a winding line, generally north-west, passing
northward of the source of the Mississippi, and east of
Lake Winnipeg. Finally, taking a direction almost due
north, it divides the waters which fall into the Arctic
Ocean from those which flow into Hudson’s Bay. It is
here reckoned about 2500 feet high, and displays on the
western side a very steep precipice. The lofty chain of
the Rocky Mountains, running north and south, separates
the main body of this territory from(that on the west,
bounded on the other side by the Pacific.

This region, in general, may be divided into three
portions, strikingly distinct in surface and aspect. The
first is the prairie country, on its southern limit, from
Canada westward to the Rocky Mountains, and inter-
sected by the boundary of the United States. It is tra-
versed by streams of long course, which roll sluggishly
over its flat surface ; and their banks, for a considerable
space, being frequently overflowed, are alluvial, covered
with rich herbage, and capable of high cultivation. - /At a
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EARLY DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT. 15

distance from the water, the soil becomes thin and steril,
and timber extremely scarce, so that even the natives
have not erected any fixed habitations. The country,
however, will doubtless one day support a numerous
population ; hut at present, with the exception of the
settlement on the Red River, it is only temanted by tribes
of fierce and independent savages. The ganie consists
chiefly of buffaloes, which roam in vast herds over the
wide open plains.- The wolf, the lynx, the fox, and
various kinds of deer, likewise inhabit it ; but the bea-
ver and, martin, the most valuable species, do not find
here their appropriate food.

Another and much more extensive division consists of

_the wooded countries, extending around Hudson’s Bay,

westward to the Rocky Mountains, and northward to
the Arctic Ocean. The severity of the climate precludes
the prospect of their ever becoming the seat of much
improvement ; the trees being mostly of the pine species,
and towards the northern boundary of a very stunted
growth, ~All these tracts, however, abound with animals
yielding those rich furs which form at present the only
exportable produce of this part of America.

The western territory, between the Rocky Moun-
tains and the ocean, is much less extensive, generally
steep and rugged in the vicinity of the first great bar-
rier, but more level as it approaches the sea. The cli-
mate from April to October is delightfully temperate ;
but during the rest of the year it is rainy, though frost or
snow seldom occurs. Many tracts are fitted for yielding in

abundance whatever can minister to the use,of civilized -

man., The fugred animals are found in great numbers
and of the same species, though, from the mildness of
the climate, of somewhat inferior quality to those of
the wooded countries. The ocean, however, yields one
not elsewhere known, the sea-otter, clothed in a skin of
extreme richness, for which there is a regular demand
in the Chinese market.

Thege regions are traversed by some large streams. The
Peace River, which rises in the Rocky Mauntains, flows
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first in a westerly direction, and then, after receiving
the Athabasca or - Elk, falls into the Great Slave Lake.
Thence it issues under the name of the Mackenzie, and
proceeds northwards on the eastern side of the dividing
ridge, till, after a run of not less than 2000 miles, it disap-
pears in the Arctic Ocean. The Saskatchawan, from the
same chain, holds a logg course through the prairie
countries, while the Assiniboine rises in that territq_l{y,
and both pour themselves into Lake Winnipeg. The
surplus waters of that great expanse are conveyed into
Hudson’s Bay by the Severn, which on this account is
considered a continuation of those rivers., JMrom the
eastern side of the ridge, the Churchill or Missinnippi,
and the Nelson, flow into the bay ; while the Coppermine
River rolls north, through a naked and rocky txact, and
the Thlew-ee-choh north-east, through a chain of large\
Jakes, both into the Northern Ocean. The western
district contains the great river Columbia, navigable 1200
miles from its mouth ; also the Fraser, flowing from the
same declivity into the Pacific, and each receiving nu-
merous tributaries. Through the wooded countries, in
an oblique line from south-east to north-west, extends
of great lakes, Winnipeg, Athabasca, Slave,
and Great To these may be added, though on a
smaller scale, Clinton®Colden, Aylmer, and Garry, near
the course of the Thlew-ee-choh. Most of these natural
features will be found described by Mr Tytler, in his
“ Discovery on the more Northern Coasts of America,”
or in subsequent parts of this chapter.

Hudson’s Bay was repeatedly visited, at an early period,
by English navigators, though for a long time solely with
a view to that great object of discovering a north-west
passage. It appears that Sebastian Cabot, in 1517, first
penetrated to this gulf, but did not view it as an en-
closed sea, being convinced, that if the commander, Sir
Thomas Pert, had persevered, he might have reached
the coast of India or China. This voyage, however, was
lost sight of ; so that when Hudson in 1610 sailed
through the straits now bearing his name, and found a
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EARLY DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT. 17

wide open expanse, it was considered a iew discovery, and
« named from him Fretum Hudson,

Nor was it ‘yet recognised as a bay, but/was viewed with
". hope as part of the Pacific, andTeading directly to the
eastern coasts of Asia. The ngvigator, however, having
" been confpelled to winter withip the straits, where the
crew were exposed to severe suffering, a violent mutiny
arose among them, when he and several of his adherents
.were exposed in a little boat on this inhospitable shore,
and doubtless perished. Only a few of the sailors, after
enduring many calamities, made their way home, covered
with a dark cloud of suspicion of having been at least
passive instruments in the crime to which their leader
fell a victim.*

Notwithstanding the disastrous issue of this expedi-
tion, it had opened vast prospects, to which as yet there
appeared no limit. The long and intricate strait had
seemed to expand, not into a bay, but an ocean ; and as
the fatal winter had been passed on the eastern shore,
no opposite boundary had yet been traced. Under these
encouraging views, Sir Thomas Button in 1612 was
sent out with two vessels, having as guides Bylot and
Abacuk Pricket, both companions of Hudson. No
regular or official narrative of his voyage was ever pub-
lished, being withheld, as Fox suspects, for some sinis-
ter purpose. Briggs says he applied to Sir Thomas for
his journals, and was promised a perusal of them, but
was disappointed in consequence of his going to the Con-
tinent. Fox, however, got possession of those drawn up by
other officers in the vessel, which afford some idea of the
leading incidents. Having sailed in May, Button arrived
in a few weeks off Cape Farewell, where he was detain-
ed some time by ice. He extricated himself, and en-
tering Hudson’s Strait, penetrated "to Digges’ Island,
where he spent eight days in putting up a pinnace,
which he had brought out in frame. Here a party land-

* See a fuller narrative in Polar Seas and Regions, chapter vi.
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18 . ~ HUDSON’S BAY TERRITORY :

ed and began to collect a species of birds called by them
willocks, which were found in numbers sufficient to have
laden a boat ; but being attacked by seventy or eighty
savages in two large canoes, they found it necessary r!
fire a musket, by which ofe waskilled, when the othe
amazed at the report and execution, took to fligh
Soon after, however, a number of seamen having lande

to procure water, the natives rushed from an ambush,

and completely surprised them. Five were put to death,
and one escaped by his dexterity in swimming ; but it
~ is manifest that just ground of provocation had been
given, the English having taken four of their boats, and
returned only two, SirThomas, leaving this shore,applied
himself to the object of his voyage, and having passed a

lofty cape in 64° 10/, beyond which an open sea appeared, |
he named it Hope’s Advance. After some time land '

appeared on his right, which he called Carey’s Swan’s
Nest, being part of Southampton Island ; but it opposed
no obstacle to his progress. He held on, full of sanguine
hopes, £ill there appeared before him, in 60° 10, a long
line of eoast, running north and south, and barring fur-
ther advance, Struck with dismay, he gave it the
gloomy name of Hope Checked ; and soona severe storm,
with the advancing season, left only time to consider how
he might find winter quarters. After ranging southerly
for a considerable space, he came to the mouth of a broad
river, which he named Nelson, and where thé Company
have established their principal factory. The ship was
prepared as well as possible to pass the dreary months ;
being barricaded by large piles of fir trees and earth, The
crewdo not appear to have suffered seriously from hunger,
having killed a species of bird which they call white
partridges, in numbers amounting by report to 1800
dozen. Nor was the river completely frozen over till
the 16th February, being preserved open by occasional
“ warm and thawing days.” Three large fires were kept
constantly on board of the vessel ; yet the sufferings of
the men from cold were most intense, and a considerable
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number.of them died, among whom the master was one..
The water did not begin to open till the 21st April.*
~As soon as the ghip was free from the ice, a question
arose how they should best promote .the objects of the
voyage. One Hubbart advised to penetrate up the river, -
and see how it was inhabited ; but this evidently could
contribute nothing to the main design. - Another, there-
fore, proposed to proceed southward till they should find, ™
as he expected, a tide flowing from the westward ; then
“ to bend their courses against that flood.” It was ﬁnally
decided to seck a passage between the newly-discovered
western shore and the' land to which they had given the
name of Carey’s Swan’s Nest. They proceeded, there-
fore, through the wide opening since called Sir Thomas
Roe’s Welcome ; but pursuing an east and north-east
course, instead of keeping in the mid channel, they
soon lighted upon Southampton Island, and were much
troubled to see the land “troul away southerly,” appre-
hending that the sea in which they sailed was nothing
more than a bay. The writer of'the notes, however, who
seems to be Sir Thomas Roe, says, “ I cannot find this
proved, nor is it by any thing herein written, and for
other things known,” Button, in fact, attempted to clear

this barrier, and get again into the open sea ; but after #

sailing some space, he came in view of another shore fol-
lowing exactly the same direction. Then, it is said, he
became assured of what before he only doubted ; that
this coast joined the western one which he had quitted,
and that the Welcome was enclosed by land on all but
the southern side ; still, says the writer, “I do otherwise
believe.” It was in truth a premature conclusiofl ; but
the commander having decidedly adopted~it, thought
only of returning to England, which he reached in they
autumn of 1613.+

In the following year an expedition was sent out un-

—s
T

lo North-west t’ox or Fox from the North-west Passage (4to,
London, 1635{ pp-118, 119,
t Ibid. pp. 12v, 126, 128,




20 HUDSON’S BAY TERRITORY :

der Captain Gibbons, who had accompanied Button ;
but having suffered -himself to be entangled by ice in a
bay on the coast of Labrador, he did not even enter the
straits, and returned -without effecting any thing what-
ever.

Theadventurers at home,—Digges, Wolstenholme,and
Jones,—did not allow themselves to be discouraged. In
1615, they despatched the Discovery under the command
of Bileth or Bylot, who, as a seaman, had distinguished
himself in the three preceding voyages. He was
accompanied by Baffin, a very skilful mariner, on whom
devolved the task of relating the incidents ; but, being in
this respect somewhat unlearned, he has not executed
the task quite so well as could be wished. They sailed
in April, and on the 6th May saw the coast of Green-
land, in the vicinity of which numerous mountains of ice
were tossing. One was 140 fathoms above water, and the
portion beneath was supposed by some to be seven times
larger. Soon after, they descried the main body of the
ice, which Baffin advised to sail round ; but the captain
thought if they pushed into the middle, it would gradu-
ally dissolve and give way before them. The consequence
was, that in the evening they were fast amongst it, thirty

leagues from any shore. ~They remained thus impeded -

till the 23d, during which time Bylot had determined
to spend twenty days or upwards in examining Davis’
Strait ; but, on finding himself clear of “ the thick ice,”
he resumed his intention of proceeding to Hudson’s Bay.
On the 27th they saw a promontory, which proved to be
Resolution Island, and two days afterwards were fairly
within the straits. Making their way as they best could,
they discovered land, or rather “ a company of islands.”
Casting anchor near one, they saw a multitude of dogs
strangely howling and barking ; and a party approach-
ing the shore in a boat observed also tents and caftoes,
but “ people they saw none.” Baffin then landed
and mounted a hill, whence he descried a canoe with
fourteen men, to whom he made signs of friendship.
These were returned, yet so as toshow them “ fearful of
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EARLY DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT. 21

us, while we were not willing to trust them.” A mode
of exchange was devised, such as has been reported of the
earliest traffickers, The English left within their reach
some knives, beads, and other trifles ; then withdrew,
and on their return found a supply of whale-fins and
seal-skins, which they carried off. There were five tents
covered with seal-skin, and thirty-five or forty dogs “ of
a brinded black colour, looking almost like wolves.”
They were yoked to sledges, as practised by the Green-
landers, whom this people greatly resembled in their
houses and clothes, but “ both less neat and artificial ;
their manners also more rude and uncivil.” On the
19th June they were again enclosed with ice, yet the
weather as fine as possible, and the water so smooth
that they could make observations for the longitude as
steadily on shipboard as on shore. Being liberated on
the 27th, they pushed forward and came to Salisbury
Island, and thence to another, or rather a group, which
they named Mill, from the violent and continual grind-
ing of the ice. Strong currents ran between the shores,
and the water drawing the ship one way and the ice
another involved her in great danger, to avoid which
they were obliged to make a cirquit. Continuing to
press westward, thpugh in the fac%f opposing winds,
they missed Nottingham Island ; but on the 11th July
came in view of land, being the eastern coast of Scuth-
ampton Island. One cgpe bore so promising an appear-
ance, while the weathier had become highly favourable,
that they gave it the name of Comfort ; but this senti-
ment was soon “ quailed,” when, on endeavouring to
find a passage on the farther side, they saw the coast
stretching to the east and north-east, leading to the im-
pression that this was merely a bay. Bylot concluded,
therefore, that his mission was ended, and thought only
of returning. In repassing the Straits, he came to the
spot on Digges’ Island repeatedly noted for the immense
number of the birds called willocks ; and he observes in
fact that he might have taken many thousands.*

~ * North-west Fox, p. 157-149. Purchas, vol. iii. p. 836-842.
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Bylot returned with the decided belief that no pas-
sage westward was to be hoped for within Hudson’s Bay.
The zeal of the adventurers, however, not being in any
degree cooled, he and Baffin were equipped next year to
attempt one by Davis’ Strait. On this voyage, which
does not relate to our subject,* they discovered a large
circuit of coast before unknown, but received the fullest
impression that the wide sea round which they had
sailed was-only a bay, to which the name of Baffin has
ever since, been attached. The discouraging accounts
brought home by this expédition chilled for a consider-
able time the disposition for maritime adventure.

This spirit, however, as long as any hope remained,
failed not from time to time to revive, On delibe-
rately considering the subject, it appeared evident that

“~Hudson’s Bay was very far from being completely ex-

plored, and that space still remained in which there might
be a wide passage westward. Luke Fox, an enterpris-
ing mariner, with some pretensions to wit and letters,
describes himself as the prime mover in this new enter-

prise. He declares that he had not been importuned to it .

either by noble or gentle, “ but had heen itching after it
ever since 1608,” when he applied to go in capacity of
mate to John Knight. He was rejected asunqualified,and
owns that “ his ambition had then soared a pitch higher
than his ability,” but he studiously improved himself by
voyages to different parts of Europel . He also sought
acquaintance with the officers who returned from the
western expeditions, carefully examining them as to all
that had been done and was to do, Having gained much
Information from Thomas Sterne, globe-maker, through
whose hands passed all the narratives and maps brought
hom§ by the successive navigators, he then formed his
plan and communicated it to Mr Briggs, the cele-
brated mathematician, whe. warmly encouraged him,
but unfortunately died before the completion of the
arrangements, Sir John Brgoke, how«,ver, invited him

¢ See Polar Seas and Regions,
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EARLY DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT. 23

to his table, supplied him with money, and finally intro-
duced him to the king, for whose aid a petition was pre-
sented. It was secondgd by Sir Thomas Roe, just re-
turned from a Swedish embussw Iﬁl majesty cordially
consented, and having sent for Sir John Wolstenholme,
“ this voyage’s never-failing friend,” appointed him to
make the arrangements, Fox, receiving the cHoice of
any ship in the public service, selected one of eighty
tons, and collected a crew of twenty men, none above
thirty years old, “ of godly conversation,” and who had
been out already “ on these frost-biting voyages.”
Two “ beardless younkers” were added for steering the
boat ; and-the vessel was completely equipped and pro-
visioned for eighteen monghs. In the instructions it was
orddined that daily prayers should be read ; that.no pro-
fane expressions should be #ittered, nor any disrespectful
to the sovereign ; * that no man speak any doubtful or
dispiriting words against the good success of the voyage,
or make any doubt thereof, or make any l,{guestion of the
skill or knowledge of either superior or inferior officer—
also, theré shall be no grumbling about victuals,”*

The merchants of Bristol in the same season fitted
out a vessel, of which they gave the .command to Cap-
tain James. It was rather in rivalry of the London
one than in concert with it ; and hence the king, though
he afforded his countenance, contributed no funds.

Fox sailed on the 5th May 1631, taking the route of
the Orkneys, which he passed on the 16th., On the 13th
June, he was in the latitude of Cape Farewell, which was
hidden by a dense fog. On the 21st, when off Cape
Warwick, in Lumley’s Inlet, he was beset, and his pro-
gress arrested by ice and currents. Some advised to
seek a harbour; but he spiritedly resolved to “ ply the
ice in sea-room,” remembering Gibbons, and because
in the open water he could day and night snatch any
opportunity of proceeding, which in port he could not.
When beset by fog and night together, he made himself

* Nogth-west Fox, pp. 169-172, 204, ~
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fast to a piece of ice,, Next day the sun had motnted
* ten degrees before it qould peep through the mist ; then

they had a fair calm ot day, yet were still enclosed, A

strong gale having afte s risen, an iceberg proved ad-

vantageous as a drag to moderate their sp¢ed. He says,

“ this prodigious thing we call ice is sometimes moun-
tains high ;” but here there were no pieces larger than
a great church ; while most of them were not.more than
ten feet above, and one and a half under water : their ex-
tent varying from a perch to two acres :  these are they
that do enclose you.” On the 26th “the sdn rose clear,”
making “ a cold v1rgm day ;”. but in/ the evening the
exhalations becameé so thick, that they could not distin-
guish mainland, bays, onstyaits, the glimmering reflec-

tion of the sun havmg formed the ice into varied and |

uncertain shapes. The bergs still lay so thick on every
side, that “ he knew not what wind to pray for, to quit
himself of them ;” but on the 30th the heat became
intense, and began rapidly to dissolve these masses, which
being loosened, tossed about in a dangerous manner. On
the 3d July, however, an open sea appeared ; “ the sun
licked up the fog’s dew, and made a shining day,” and
- having an almost unobstructed run, on the 10th he
reached Salisbury Island, near the inner mouth of the
straits. Next morning he, was enclosed again, but “ with
haling, sailing, pulling, and towing, got clear.,” He was
embarrassed by the compass “ having almost lost its sen-
sible part,” and was absorbed in conjecture whether' “ the
cold bénumbed it as it doth us ;”” or whether it was acted
on by minerals in the adjacent mountains, On the 17th
he pagsed Digges’ Island, and on the 21st came to Carey’s
Swan’s Nest, but found there no swans; the shore exhibit-
ed only “ strange moss, quagmires, and water plashes.”*
From this point Fox’s discoveries were understood to
begin, ‘and he says he had been instructed to proceed
thence N.W, by N. till he reached the west coast, then
diligently to search all round for a passage. On the 27th,

* North.west Fox, p. 183-200.
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EARLY DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT. 25

after some deceptions, he saw land, but which was dif-
ficult to approach from the numtmber of rocky islands.
A boat’s crew landed, and found a number of dead bodies
deposited in sepulchres, and covered with long woxﬁen
boards well smoothed and/fitted. Fox did not attempt
to search the head of the Welcome, and indeed, since the
time of Button, the impression sgems to have been gene-
ral that it was closed all rourid. He steered sodthwards,
keeping near the coast, though the islands rendered
this difficult and dangerous. His survey was in vam,
and on the 7th August, having reached Nelson
he put in to refit. Having renewed two masts, an
his pinnace, he stood out to sea ; and here he met Ja
whose ship he oddly describes as “ taking her liquen
kindly as ours, and her nose no sooner out of the pltch
than her nédbe, like the duck’s, was in’t again.’
invited his r1va1 on board, and hospitably entertaini
him, though he declares he cdnsidered this the worst
~ spent time during the voyage. James is described by him
as a good mathematician, but a bad seaman, who is said to
have exultingly declared he was oh the way to the Em-
peror of Japan,—a tone with which  his own narrative
scarcely accords. Fox proceeded in his researches, and
having passed an immense range of coast without finding
a single western opening, while the direction for a long
way had been almost due east, he gave up all hopes ot
a passage in this quarter. He determined, as the last
chance, to return to Nottingham Island, at the inner
mouth of the straits, and sail thence due north, instead
of the western course followed by Bylot, who had thus
struck upon Southampton Island. Leaving the coast,
therefore, he sailed directly north-east, across the broad
expanse of the bay. Its vast extent was proved by the
heavy swell, and he soon encountered a sea so high and
grim as « though it bad in fury overthrown all lands.”
He was obliged to break up the pinnace, which was only
a drag to his stern, the men in it being pitifully wet.*

i

* North-west Fox, p. 201-227.
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On the 7th September, he passed Cape Pembroke, near
Carey’s Swan’s Nest, and soon made his way into the
channel sought for, and now bearing his name. He
sailed along its eastern shore, and observing two con-
spicuous points, named one Charles’ Promontory, the
other Cape Maria, “ in a most bounden and dutiful
remembrance ,ﬁf my king and queen.” Having passed
two capes nafied after Lords Weston and Dorchester,
he notices with emotion that he was within the Arctic
circle, and soon after the latitude of 66° 47’ is announced
as his “ farthest.” This important resolution is men-
tiomed without any exposition of motives, or pretext of
an impassable barrier. The journal for some days back
had recorded that the land lay hid in snow ; that the
ship’s sides, and the very steep-tubs were frozen ; and
that “ most of the crew were ready to fall down with
the rest, that were down already.” Inshort, it appears
that both he and his men lost courage at the idea of
plunging farther into the regions of perpetual ice, and
spending a winter on those inhospitable shores. It was
not, he says, till they got out to the open ocean, that
any genial warmth 'was felt, and the strength and spirits
of the sailors began to revive.* At home, however, com-
plaints seem to havé been made that his conduet had
in no degree answered expectation, and thdt having car-
ried out the necessary supplies, he might at least have
spent the winter in Hudson’s Bay, and renewed the
search next spring. He observes, in vindication of his
proceedings, that less expense would be incurred, and
the ship and people put in a more efficient state by win-
tering in England, and going out again next- season.t
But this last project does not appear to have been seri-
ously entertained ; and certainly it was never acted
upon, either by himself or in any other quarter.

James meantime was pursuing his rival voyage,
which was entirely fitted out by the Bristol merchants ;

* North-wegt Fox, p. 228-243. + Ibid. pp. 250, 251.
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to the Emperor of Japan, in case he should reach the
shoresof that monarch. Having sailedon the 2d May 1631,
he was, on the 4th June, in the vicinity of Greenland,
and islands of ice began to encompass him. He seems
to have been fearfully appalled, and, as hinted by Foxsto
have scarcely possesged either the qklll or courage needful
to brave those formigable obstagles. The ve8801 he says,
struck many fearful/ blows : they wrought mght and
day, and broke all {their poles\in keeping- off the ice.
On the 6th they weréwassailed by)masses still more huge
and extraordinary : the shallop’ was dashed to pieces,
and the ship narrowly escaped the same fate ; however,
“she forced herself through, though so tossed and shat-
tered as I think never ship was.” On the 17th they
imagined they heard the sound of breakers, but it proved
only ice, against which the waves were dashing with a
hollow and hideous noise. The fog was piercing, and
froze on the sails ; the compasses became useless,. How-
ever, amid all these troubles, he came in view of Reso-
lution Island, the entrance of the straits ; which, it ap-
pears, were not passed without many casualties. Having
struck on a rock, they thought all over, leaped on a
piece of ice, and betook themselves to prayers ; but as the
water happily rose, their vessel was carried clear over.
Their alarm was not less when, as the season advanced,
the icebergs began to break with a most terrible thun-
dering noise, and there was one, along with which they
verily thought to have gone to pieces; but *“God was
more merciful.”*

They made their way, however, through the straits,.
and on the 15th July were between Digges’ and Notting-
ham Islands. After passing that of Mansfield, the allow-
ance of bread was reduced, and they pushed eagerly for
the west coast, seeking to reach it in about 63° N. lati-
tude. Soon, however, they were arrested by dense fogs
and islands of ice. The men began to murmur that
they could get neither back nor forward, and doubted if

* Harris’s Collection of Voyages, vol. ii. p. 407-409.
7
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they would even find land to winter upon. These gloomy
musings continued till the 5th August, when the sea
became clear, a good wind sprung up, and they sailed
rapidly across the -bay. On the 11th, land appeared
“nearly in the desired position, but as James seems to
have had no idea of looking northerly for the passage, he
proceeded directly south. On the 13th, there was again
an alarm of striking upon rocks, but “ in this dreadful
accident it pleased God to send two or three swell-
ing seas, which heaved us over.” On the 16th, he
passed Nelson River ; and on the 20th, in latitude 57°,
named this country the principality of New South
Wales, a title which still partly continues. On the 29th,

he met Fox, and notices their intercourse, without afiy .
particulars, - On the 4th and 5th September, a more

dreadful storm than ever assailed them, when the ship
“ did labour most terribly in this distraction of winds
and waves.” The overwhelming sca, he says, made them
feel like Jonah in the whale’s belly ; and their distress
was “ most miserable in this so unknown a place.,” The
storm abated ; but on the 12th, through the negligence
of the watch, who had fallen asleep, the ship struck
violently, and appeared to have received her death-

wound. They hastily conveyed some tools and bread

into the boat, “to prolong, for a few days, a miserable
life ;” however, after striking a hundred blows, in five
hours she was got off. Being then assailed by another
storm, they found shelter on an island.*

The question of wintering came now seriously under
consideration. It was vain to think of farther attempts
at a passage this season ; but, ignorant how near he was
to the bottom of the bay, he hoped to. reach a more
southern and milder climate ; for here, though the lati-
tude was only 52° the rigging froze during the night,
and it was needful each morning to shovel away half a
foot, thick of snow. The vessel, moreover, was soleaky,
the crew so weak and unable for constant pumping, as

* Hariis’s Collection of Voyages, vol. ii. p. 410-414.
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made it scarcely possible to steer ﬁarthgr through an

unknown sea. On the 13th, however, they made the
attempt, but were soon in such jeopardy, that “ they
began to prepare to make a good end of this miserable -
tormented life.” They nevertheless succeeded in run-
ning into a sheltered sound, and after some further
attempts, finally determined to take up their quarters
there. The arrangements seem to have been made with
judgment ; and James’s narrative, being the first that
detailed an Arctic wintering, excited great interest, and
is said to have furnished to Mr Boyle the chief materials
for his “ History of Cold.”

They found themselves on an island, to which was
given the name of Charlton. The hunters, sent round
in search of provisions, found only one deer, which they
had to drag twelve miles ; but seeing no trace of savages,
they could sleep in greater security. The victuals being
examined, were found in good condition, proving the
honesty of the steward, and a weekly survey was ap-
pointéd. - A small house, too, was erected for the sick.
The ship, during a heavy gale, being nearly driven out to
sea, they remembered the fate of Sir Hugh Willoughby,
and determined, after taking out the provisions and
stores, to sink her ; an object which was effected more
slowly than they wished, by boring holes with the
carpenter’s auger. She had previously appeared like a
huge piece of ice in the form of a vessel. While engaged
in this work, the men could hardly recognise each other
under the icicles which covered their hair, faces, and
clothes. Their noses, cheeks, and hands were as white
as paper ; and it became necessary to cut their hair close
to prevent more serious consequences. Their sack and
vinegar required to be cut like wood with a hatchet ;
and they had for some time been confined to melted snow-
water, & drink by no means salutary, when they were
lucky enough to find a spring which never froze. Mead-
time, strenuous exertions were made to erectacomfortable
habitation. They had reared three structures, the chief
of which was twenty feet square, formed. of trees rudely

YOL. IIL : B
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cut and fastened together,and covered with sails on the in-
side. The hearth was in the middle, and the beds ranged
in a double tier round it ; their spare clothes furnishing
canopies and curtains. Twenty feet from this was a
smaller house for cooking, and for the main body of the
crew to sit in. The third was the storehouse, and being
without fire, was completely buried in the drift. Th:&\

HUDSON’S BAY TERRITORY :

he says they seemed to live amid a heap and wilderness

of show ; however, by shovelling and beating, they eon-

trived to form a track three feet deep, by which they
could go in and out.*

On the 22d November they had lost the gunner, «
honest and strong-hearted man,” who was much re
gretted. The others kept their health wonderfully till
the end of February, when the dreadful forerunners of
scurvy appeared ; aching joints, loose teeth, and diffi-
culty of eating ; and two-thirds were soon under the
surgeon’s care. These symptoms became eonstantly
moresevere and general, yet themen were under the pain-
ful necessity of going some distance for fuel. The lum-
berers were sometimes obliged to ecrawl a mile through
the snow on all-fours till they came to a tree ; then to
set fire to the trunk before they eould cut it down, and
afterwards drag it to the house. In going to the ship

_the cold was found still more intolerable. The surgeon,
who was “ a sweet-conditioned man,” every morn-
ing cleared their teeth, picked the putrid flesh from the
gums, bathed their benumbed limbs in water boiled
with plants ; after which they could endure the fatigue
and exposure, though they returned asill as ever. Thus,
however, “they went through their miseries.” Their
house was hung with icicles, the clothes and beds were
covered with hoarfrost; the cook’s tubs during the
night were frozen to the bottom ; and when one side
was warm, the ice on the other was an inch thick. The
smoke from the green wood was often intolerable,
and made them look like chimney-sweepers.

* Harris’s Collection of Voyages, vol. ii. p. 414-420.
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In January the sea was completely frozen over. As
one reason of the intense cold which was here expe-
rienced he mentions the number of shallow bays in which
the ice is early formed, then broken and floated out into
the main, where the pieces collect and accumulate over
each other, till it gets the entire predominance. On the
6th of April the snow fell deeper than at any other time of
the year, and was also moist and in large flakes, instead
of being as formerlylike drydust. On the 19th the master
and two men preferred to sleep on board, rather than “to
hear the miserable groans and lamentations of the sick
all night long.” About the middle of this month, though
the frost was scarcely at all abated, and only five could
eat their ordinary fﬁ;t became necessary to begin clear-

ing the ship by diggihg the ice out of her. They cele-
brated May Eve when it arrived,—* choosing ladies’
names, fixing them in their caps, endeavouring to revive
themselves by any means,” On the 18th the carpenter
died, “ making a very godly end,” and, much regretted,

“ both for his innate goodness, and th& present necessity
for a man of his quality.” Soon after word was brought
that the body of the late gunner was appearing above
the ice; and when dug out, it was found as entire as
when first committed to the water ; the flesh on the
bones only slipping up and down like a glove.

On clearing out the ship, they had great satisfaction
of finding her completely uninjured, the ice within

d around having seemingly protected her from every
shock, They found also several butts of wine, beer, and
cider, “ which Ged had preserved for them.” The sun
becoming very powerful, rapidly dissolved the ice, which
did not, however, form streams of water, but exhaled as
it melted, leaving the remaining mass as if-were honey-
combed. Notwithstanding strict search, they could find
neither herb nor leaf that was eatable till the 31st May,
when some green vetches were discovered, and adminis-
tered to the sick. The crop proving abundant, they
were eaten in every shape, raw with bread, boiled with
oil and vinegar, and the juice bruised into their liquor.
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Such was the effect on the invalids, that in a few days
their teeth were fastened, the flesh on the gums became
firm, and those formerly unable tomove could walk abroad.
Yet their state was chequered by some new troubles ;
for while the heAt during the day was intolerable,
at night it froze as inch thick ; and the sultry air brought
forth in myriadg flies of various descriptions, which he
supposes to have lain dormant through the winter, with
bloodthirsty mosquitoes;, causing a torture which appeared
to them often worse than the cold. An old flag was cut
into bags to envelop their heads, yet nothing could pre-
vent their faces from being all over pimples.  As the
trees, through heat, became dry like flax or hemp, a fire
caught them while James and another were in the
country ; it ran along the ground like a train of gun-
powder ; and it xvas only by almost preternatural flight
and leaps that they reached the shore.*

Meantime the aspect of the waters was carefully
watched. The frozen surface began to crack with a
frightful noise, and the pieces being tossed about and
thrown upon each other, navigable channels were gra-
dually formed, though the ship, no longer moored among
ice, was exposed to fresh dangers. By the 18th all
her holes being stopped, she was found perfectly fit for
sea, and preparations were therefore made for departure.
Besides the gunner and carpenter they had lost another
man ; not a great number under such circumstances :
and they were all now decently interred. A large tree
was formed into a cross, to which were fastened pictures
of the king and queen doubly cased in lead, while beneath
were placed the royal armg;'and those of the city of
Bristol. On the 1st July they took a last view of the
island, got into their boat, and soon reached the ship ;
but finding it impossible to steer north-east across the

HUDSON’S BAY TERRITORY :

bay, they were obliged to follow the western shore, till~

they came to lat. 61°, when they stood for Carey’s
Swan’s Nest, which they reached on the 22d August.

* Harris’s Collection of Voyages, vol, ii. p. 421-425.
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During these six weeks, they had storms and ice conti-
nually beating on them, and were constantly as it were in
the jaws of death. On arriving at Nottingham Island,
James determined to make another attempt at discovery
in the open sea to the north-west ; and though the men
showed themselves strongly indisposed, they at last con-
sented. The frost, however, had become so intense, that
ice was formed two feet thick, and did not melt under
the strongest influence of the sun. There also appeared
reason to apprehend that they might not be able to pass
the straits, but be obliged to spend another winter, for
which they were wholly unprovided. The captain there-
fore called a meeting of the master and men, and witha
sorrowful heart, as he declares, but with their unanimous
approbation, determined to return. On the 3d Septem-
ber he reached Resolution Island ; by the 8th he was
clear of the straits, after which no more ice was seen ;
and he steered direct for England.*

Although these voyages were all abortive as to their
primary object, they laid open the great extent of
Hudson’s Bay, and conveyed some idea of the valuable
furred animals by which its shores are tenanted.
Yet so exclusively were the English intent on the India
passage, that it was reserved for a rival nation to dis-
cover the benefits which might be derived from esta-
blishing a colony. A Frenchman named Grosseliez, hav-
ing penetrated thither from Canada, made a survey of the
country, and laid before his court the plan of a settle-
ment. Finding it received with unmerited coldness, he

rocured an introduction to Mr Montague, our ambassa~

r, and through him to Prince Rupert, whose active
mihd embraced the suggestion with ardour. In June
1668, the adventurers sailed in a vessel commanded by
Zechariah Gillam, and reached in September a river then
called Nemisco, to which they gave the name of Rupert.
They wintered there; and found the frost not so intense
as was expected, being nearly over in April, while, in

* Harris’s Collection of Voyages, vol. ii. p. 426-430.
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June, when they left it on their return, the weather had
become extremely hot. Upon the report made by this
party, the prince and a number of other noblemen and
gentlemen subscribed a capital of £10,600, and obtained
a charter, securing to them the exclusive trade and admi-
nistration of all the countries round Hudson’s' Bay. They
immediately sent out Mr Charles Bayly, who formed a
settlement on Rupert’s River, Others were established
on Moose River in 1674, and, four years later, on the
Albany. By 1685 they had added two more on the Nel-
son and the Severn, and in 1690 their affairs were in such
a flourishing condition, that they determined to triple
their original stock, thereby raising it to £31,500.*

The French court no sooner learned that the establish-
ment so lately tendered to their acceptance had been occut
pied by a rival power, than they repented of their neglect ;
and Colbert, now at the helm of affairs, and eagerly
devoted to the interests of commerce, was particularly
anxious to redeem this error. A claim was advanced, on
the ground of prior occupation ; and Grosseliez, already
detached from the English service, was sent out in 1682
with another officer. He not only laid the foundation of
a factory on Hayes River, but in the following spring
surprised the British one on the Nelson, taking Gillam a
prisoner, and carrying him to Canada ; and yet soon after,
by means not very distinctly stated, our countrymen again
became masters of all these stations. In 1686, however,
amid profound peace, the Chevalier de Troyes marched
thither and suddenly took the Rupert, Hayes, and Al-
bany factories. These movements do not seem to have
attracted much attention in Europe; but when the
war of 1688 broke out, hostile operations were carried

on with greater ardour. During 1693-4-5, the different
settlements were successively taken and retaken. In
1696, the English had recovered almost the whole ; but
in the following year, a squadron from France de-
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* Robson’s Account of Six Years’ Residence in Hudson’s Bay
(8vo, London, 1752), Appendix, pp. 5-7, 11, 44.
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feated the Hudson’s Bay ships, and took all the forts
except Albany. The treaty of Ryswick leaving things
in statu quo, this state of possession continued till the
peace of Utrecht in 1713, by which the various posts
were restored to Britain.*

The Company seem now to have applied themselves
with extraordinary activity to extend their trade. In
1720 they greatly extended their capital ; the forts were
repaired and enlarged ; and stations were formed in the
interior. Thus things went on smoothly till 1749, when
a question was agitated in Parliament as to the propriety
of continuing their monopoly. They were accused of
neglecting the improvement of the country and the ex-
tension of commerce, and particularly of having taken
no vigorous steps, as required by their charter, for the
discovery of a north-west passage : but after a long in-
vestigation the legislature saw no ground to disturb them
in the possession of their privileges.t

The charge, however, of neglecting the interests of
geographical knowledge was still zealously pressed by
some individuals, who asserted that they not only showed
extreme indifference on the subject, but in fact anxiously
¢hecked discoveries which might have shaken theit mo-
nopoly. This imputation appears to have been greatly
exaggerated, if not altogether unfounded. Expeditions
through Arctic seas and over frozen plains involve
much expense and hardship, and, as long as the Company
were struggling hard for their very existence, could not
reasonably be expected. At length, in 1721, 0on the ur-
gent representation of John Knight, one of their gover-
nors, they engiiged in an enterprise having this object
in view ; fitting out two vessels, commanded by Bar-
low and Vaughan, while Knight himself took the chief
direction. Their plan was to proceed northwards and
endeavour to find 4 passage up the Welcome ; being
provided with a portable house and an ample stock of
provisions for the wilper. No very great alarm was

\¥

.
* Robson, Appendix, p. 8-13. + Ibid. pp.\13, 44-47.
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therefore felt at their not returning the first year ; but
Khen another elapsed, although a few cherished sanguine

o%es that they had reached the Pacific, and were now
on their way homewards round Cape Horn, anxiety be-
came general. Captain Scroggs was despatched in the
Whalebone to search after them ; but having arrived
late he returned without any discovery, or, it is alleged,
very diligent investigation. All attempts were then given
up as hopeless, and yet, after the lapse of forty years, the
sad secret of their fate was disclosed.. Two whale-fish-
ing boats having gone into a harbour on Marble Island,
near the entrance of the Welcome, perceived a large
space of ground overgpread with memorials of the dread-
ful catastrophe. Anghors, cables, bricks, guns, and other
articles, for which the natives knew no use, had been
lying exposed during that long period ; and on stricter
examination, some remains of the two houses were traced,
and at length the hulls of the vessels were seen beneath
the water. Hearne afterwards met some aged Esqui-
maux,. who recollected, and could give him the particu-
lars of this tragical event. They had seen the party
arrive very late in the season, having apparently suffered
many hardships, and the ships much damaged, yet ex-
ertions were immediately made to erect the house. The
natives did not remain on the spot during that winter,
but visited it again the following spring, when they
found the original number of fifty much reduced by
severe sickness. 'The survivors were actively employed,
doubtless in attempting to equip their ships anew ; yet
at the end of summer they were found still there, re-
duced to only twenty by the pressure of severe want and
illness ; but as the Esquimaux’ remained in the vicinity
during this winter, supplies of their coarse provision of
train oil and blubber were gladly accepted. The natives
removed in spring to another part of the coast, and after-
wards returning found only five, subjected now to the last
extremity of famine. These, having purchased some seal’s
flesh and blubber, devoured it with an imprudent avidity
which proved fatal to three of them. The two others

survive
go to tl
long an
succour
and we
other, 1
expirec
This
mind, ¢
effort.
the gre
intellig
with g
pany fi
publist
have b
not re:
to haw
dissatis
corresy
in thei
on the
ously
even o
openec
Admir
Furna
mand
{Chure
peditic
interes
tive of
nicate
observ
teorol(
the di

* Ph
270; w




N

EARLY DISCOVERY AND SETTLEMENT. 37

survived many days, during which they were wont. to
go to the top of a neighbouring rock, whence they gazed
long and wistfully towards the north and east in hope of
succour, and on seeing none, often sat down together
and wept bitterly. One of them at length died, and the
other, while attempting to dig his grave, fell down and
expired also.

This melancholy result threw a damp on the public
mind, and a considerable time elapsed without further
effort. In 1737, however, the project was revived with
the greatest enthusiasm by Mr Dobbs, a gentleman of
intelligence and property, and possessing much influence
with government. At his urgent entreaty, the Com-
pany fitted out two vessels ; but no record has ever been
published of their proceedings, which do not appear to
have been pushed with very great activity, since they did
not reach beyond lat. 62° north. The Directors seem
to have been disposed to let the affair rest; but Dobbs’
dissatisfaction was extréme, and greatly helghtened by
correSpondence with Captam Middléton, an officer long
in their service. He loudly charged them as so intent
on the presérvation of their monopoly that they studi-
ously checked discovery along their coasts, regardless
even of the rich mines and fisheries which it might have
opened. He appealed, therefore, to the Lords of the
Admiralty, who, after long solicitation, granted the
Furnace bomb-ketch, which was placed under the com-
mand of Middleton. He sailed in 1741, wintered in
!Churchill River, and on 1st July next year began his ex-
pedition. Although novoyage perhaps ever excited more
interest and discussion, no distinct or connected narra-
tive of it has ever been furnished ; he merely commu-
nicated to the Royal Society extensive tables of his
observations on latitude, longitude, variation, and me-
teorology.* The vther particulars we must glean from
the discussions of Dobbs and of others who ranked as his

. Philnsorhlcal Tmnsactlons vol, xxxviii. p. 127 ; vol. xxxix. p,

270; vol. xlii, p. 157.
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opponents. It appears that he proceeded directly up the
Welcome, till, reaching latitude 65°, he turned a bold
headland, and found himself in a deep sound or bay,
which he termed the Wager, erroneously applying to
it the word river. He ascended it fifty or sixty miles,
but without finding any large opening or tide from the
westward ; and two smaller sounds, Deer and Savage,
were also examined with as little success.’ The search in
this channel was then given up, and returning to the open
Welcome, he again steered northwards. A fair pro-
montory, bending tothe north-west, excited the most san-
guine feelings, and was called Cape Hope ; but in less
than a day a gloomy reverse took place. Finding him-
self in a bay enclosed on every quarter, to which he gave
the name of Repulse, he turned to the eastward, where
he was soon arrested by what he ternis the Frozen Strait,
barred by ice from side to side. By a survey made from
@ high mountain, it appeared not less than sixteen or eigh-
teen leagues in length, by six or seven in breadth, filled
with shoals and islands of various size, joined together by
large masses of ice. A strong tide ran through it, but this
he conceived was only that which entered by Hudson’s
Straits and found its way hither by a circuitons channel.

Upon these grounds, Middleton pronouncedthat there
could be no passage, or at best a very narrow one, block-
ed up almost the whole year with ice. Dobbs, however,
was most reluctant to acquiesce in this conclusion,and his
suspicions were kindled into a flame by communications
from the surgeon and clerk of the ship, who undertook
to show him “the discoverer’s pranks.” On their autho-
rity, joined to that of others, he arraigned the captain as
having received a bribe of £5000 from the Company, and
of going to seek thepassage with a fixed resolution not to
find it. These charges were unfounded ; for Middleton’s
conclusions were in the main confirmed by Sir W, E. Par-
ry, though he showed perhaps somewhat too pegemptory
an assurance and impatience of contradiction. However,
Dobbs succeeded in persuading the public, and kindling
in the Parliament and nation an enthusiasm hitherto un-
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paralleled. A committee of leading persons undertook to
raise £10,000 in shares of £100 each. The legislature
sharing the general zeal, voted to the subscribers a reward
of £20,000 in case of their object being attained. The
captains were to receive £500, the mates £200 each.

The necessary funds being thus provided, two ships
were built, the Dobbs of 180, and the California of 140
tons, placed respectively under Captains Moor and Smith.
Mr Ellis went, as the agent of the committee, to make
draughts and observations, and to give advice as to the
general course. To him we are indebted for the best
account of the voyage, including important remarks on
the country and climate. The Wager Inlet was pointed
out in their instructions as the most hopeful quarter,
being desired to push boldly through it, and after pass-
ing the narrow part, and getting into the open sea, to
steer south-west, when, if they met an opposing flood-
tide, they might be sure of having passed the most
northerly cape of America. 'l'hey were then to direct
their course into a warm latitude, if possible as low as
40°, and there take up their winter quarters.*

On the 20th May 1746, the vessels sailed from Graves-
end, and on the 6th June were in Kirkwall bay.
On the 21st, four days after clearing the Orkneys, there
arose a dreadful alarm from fire having broken out in the
cabin of one of them near the powder magazme This,
it is observed, gave occasion to all the vaTieties of sea elo-
quence, crying, swearing, praying, scolding ; yet amid
this clamour, the proper measures were taken, and the
ship and lives were saved. On proceeding westward, they
were first surprised by the great quantity of drift-wood,
next by the lofty islands of ice ; and the approach to these .

was announced by severe cold, and by fogs so low
that they sometimes left-the mast- head clear. On the 8th
July they entered the straits by Resolution Island, and
were soon among the Savage group, where they mef a
party of Esquimaux,of whom a descriptionis given closcly

* Ellis’ VQ)age to Hudson’s Bay (8vo, London, 1748 )s p. 106-118.
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corresponding to that of Ross and Parry. A brisk
traffic was immediately commenced, which is admitted
to have been very profitable, the-other party stripping
themiselves almost naked, in order to find materials.
@ season was extremely unfavourable, and two of the
mpany’s ships had been lost upon the ice ; hence it was
the 19th August when they reached Marble Island, and
the weather was then so rigorous, that they detefmined
to make no attempts that year, but to winter in Nelson
River, On this coast they were struck with the prodi-
gious height of the hills, the sides of which were rent
and shattered into deep caverns, The streams flowing
from the rockswere red and green,from theimpregnation
of copper and other minerals. Their voyage southward
was incommoded by blustering snow, sleet, and fogs.*
On reaching the vicinity of York Fort on Nelson
River, the expedition were much disappointed at be-
ing received by the governor in a manner extremely rude
and unfriendly. He declared, that having received no
instructions on the subject, either from the Campany or
the government, he must decline giving them any aid ;
in fact, he obstructed théir views in eygry possible way.
Circumstances, however, having placq(d them under the

“necessity of providing for themgelves, with or without his

concurrence, they began to prepare a mansion which they
namgd Montague House, twenty-eight feet long, eighteen
broad, and containing two stories six or seven feet high.
By the beginning of November, the cold became intense ;
Hayes River was completély frozen over; and their
bottled beer, though wrapt in tow and kept near a good
fire, became solid. Nevertheless, fortified with a beayer
robe reaching to the heels, two or three pairs of blanket-
socks, and shoes of moose or elk skin, they were able to
bearitsutmost severity. Theynow bestirred themselvesto
procureasupply of food for winter. Thegame were chiefly
hares and rabbits, for which snares of wire were found
very useful, not only taking the animal, but protecting it

~-r

* Ellis, p. 120-147.
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against beasts of prey ; and whatever they caught was
preserved by the cold perfectly sound till April. After
Christmas, the frost reached its utmost intensity. They
, made a fireplace six feet long, and threw on it at once
8 horse-load of wood, yet though those close to it per-
spired, the ceilings and walls were frozen. In the morn-
ing, that part of the bedclothes which touched the walls
adhered to them, and the breath covered the blankets
with hoarfrost. When a door was opened, the stream
of cold vapour rushing into the room was converted into
snow. Spirits under proof, becoming perfectly solid, broke
the containing vessels ; and this mass, when melted,
was found mere water, The whole strength was con-
centrated in a small portion, which, however, on being
properly; diluted, was found quite palatable. Spirits of
wine assumed the consistence of oil. A man grasping
an iron ring, had his hand made fast to it ; a glass con-
taining brandy was on several occasions frozen to the
lips or tongue ; and a finger having been imprudently
thrust into a bottle to serve as a cork, could not be ex-
tricated without a part being severed.*

Two casks of brandy were allowed to the sailors at
Christmas, which was celebrated with their usual wild
and thoughtlessrevelry. To this,though perhaps without
sufficient reason, Ellis imputes the appearance speedily
after of the scurvy, under its most malignant form ; and
by the middle of February it had carried off three of
their number. The real nature of this dreadful disease,
and the powerful effect of vegetable acids in its preven-
tion and cure, were still almost unknown. Tar-water
was the only remedy from which they observed any
good effects: yet they learned, that by theuse of spruce-
beer, the residents in the fort preserved perfect health,
and had not buried a man in seven years. The settlers
continued throughout estranged and hostile towards the
exploring party, and endeavoured to prevent communi-
cation between them and the Indians. Ellis, however;’

* Ellis, p. 150-180.
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contrived to see a good deal of this people. They ap-
peared to him honest .happy rovers, preferring their
country to all others under the sun. The attachment
between parents and children is peculiarly strong, yet
does not save the former, when infirm and unable to fol-
low the long wanderings of the tribe, from being formally
put to de;%:. The father is said to require of his off-
spring this last office : “ When they have dug his grave,
he goes into it, converses and smokes for some time, drinks
perhaps a dram or two, and intimates that he is ready.
Two of them then take a thong, which they put round
his neck, and draw it on opposite sides, till he dies by
strangulation, when they cover the body with earth,
and erect over it a kind of rude monument.”*

The spring seems to have gpproached earlier than in
James’ more southerly station, for about the middle of
February the weather became changeable, with occa-
sional thaw. In March it was very inconstant, and much
water was formed, insomuch that they began to dread
one of those floods which sometimes suddenly break up
the ice, roll along and/bear down every thing that op-
poses their fury. Such a tempest might have loosened
the ships from their moorings, and occasioned much da-
mage ; they escaped it, however, as the ice melted imper-
ceptibly away. On the 16th May, the frozen surface of
Hayes River burst, and floated gently down ; on the 29th,
by the aid of a high tide, they worked to the mouth of
the creek ; and on the 2d June, with great labour, made
their way into the open sea. Steering northward to-
wards the Welcome, they discovered, in lat. 64°, Ches-
terfield Inlet. From a breadth of three or four leagues
at the entrance, it increased to six or seven, and con-
tinued to be considerable; but the water becoming
fresher and shallower proved it to be a mere inlet.
They then returned to the open Welcome, and about
the middle of July began their examination of the
Wager, the entrance of which was about five miles broad ;

* Ellis, p. 181-200.
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but the tide ran through it like a slpice, at the rate of
nine miles an hour ; and the water boiled, raged, and
foamed, with extraordinary violence. After passing
Savgge Sound, however, they found it broader, and pro-
ceeded more easily. On the evening of the 31st they
heard a tremendous noise, but from a quarter too distant
to be then reached. The surrounding scene was most
striking, huge cliffs hanging over head, while waterfals,
dashing from rock to rock, formed icicles in rows like
the pipes of a great organ ; and huge fragments, detached
from the mountain-tops by the expansive power of frost,
lay scattered around. In the morning, the appalling
sound was traced to one stupendous fall, sixty yards
broad. Above was a rocky strait, only navigable for the
boat at high tide ; the bottom could not be reached by
a line of 140 fathoms ; and though the water on the
surface was fresh, a bottle let down to a certain depth
brought it up salt. On the 3d August, at nightfall, the
strait became shallow ; and in the morning it was seen
to end in two small unnavigable rivers, one from a lake
in the south-west. - It was thus fully ascertained that the
Wager afforded no hope of a western passage.*

On their return into the open sea, various opinions
were agitated. One party, whom Ellis, according to his
own declaration, strongly supported, remarked that the
tide from the north was greatly the strongest in the Wel-
~ come, and was much more likely to come from the Arc-
tic Sea than by the circuitous route supposed by Mid-
dleton. They proposed, therefore, that the Dobbs should
thoroughly examine Repulse Bay, while the California
diligently surveyed the adjacent coasts. This proposal was
rejected by the majority, who, as he suspects, had become
tired of labour and hardship, and impatient to return
home. They agreed, indeed, to make a search as they
passed round Carey’s Swan’s Nest,—a most unpromis-
ing quarter ; yet when they came there,a council being
called, the definitive resolution was formed to bear away

* Ellis, pp. 203-209, 250258,
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for England, where they arrived on the 14th October.
We can find no record of the manner in which the dis-
appointment of high-raised hopes was received, either
by Mr Dobbs or the public. It certainly appears that

no attempt was made to achieve what the present ex- .

pedition had failed in ; the interest of the public was
cooled ; and the search after a north-west passage was
for a considerable time suspended. ‘

An interesting account of.this climate ‘and country
was reported to the Royal Society in 1770 by Mr Wil-
liam Wales, a man of science sent thither to make
astronomical observations. Having sailed from England
in the end of May 1768, he came on 5th July abreast
of Cape Farewell. Here he was astonished by the
masses of drift-wood, and then by the view of an island
of ice as high as the main-topmast, its sides and summit
adorned with spires, and the whole indented in the
most singular manner. When surrounded by these and
the ripplings which they caused, while a strong gale be-
gan to toss the vessel among them, it was impossible for
him to avoid a painful sense of danger. On the 23d,
having passed Resolution Island, he entered the straits.
The northern shore is described as strikingly composed of
very lofty naked cliffs, not now covered with snow, but
with numerous torrents dashing furiously down their
sides. Icebergsstill abounded, both within and at the en-
trance ; but he could not think with Middleton that they
came from Greenland, or remained unmelted for years.
They appeared to him produced on the wild coasts of the
bay ; and being chiefly frozen snow, a single summer
would be sufficient to dissolve them. He makes the re-
mark, since fully confirmed, that ice, aftér the sea water
has been washed off, is entirely fresh, the salt having been
thrown out in the process of freezing. He met parties of

Esquimaux, whose dress and habits he describes exactlyas -

Lyon and Parry have done. “ Some,” he observes, “call
them treacherous, cruel, fawning, and suspicious ; if

they really deserve that character, they are the mo’
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complete hypocrites that nature ever formed.” They
appeared to him open, generous, and unsuspecting ;
liable indeed to fits of passion, but soon reconciled.
Judging of them by their implements he thought them
excelled by few people in a genius for the arts.*

Wales landed and spent the winter at Churchill Fort,
then the chief settlement. He could not discover an
acre fit for cultivation in the whole countryaround, which

" consisted of bare rocks, loose gravel, and marshes, the
latter producing a long grass which was cut for the
cattle. Fir trees alone grew to any size ; the others
were mere bushes, yielding however delicate berries.
August he describes as the height of the small-bird sea-
son, when young geese, ducks, curlews, and plovers
abounded. In September the first of these passed to’the
southward in large flights, and many were caught. Oc-
toper brought partridges and rabbits, chiefly in the up-

gg;é country, to which a party went out, lodged in tents of
'deer-skin, and brought in a large supply. By the 6th
November the river was frozen over, and a glass of
brandy in the observatory became solid. When, however,
a small vial was sealed up, by the cork being covered
with water, which instantly froze, this spirit continued
liquid during the whole winter. The air was now
silent and void, or only relieved by the oceasional flight of
a solitary crow. As in other instances, the bedding was
frozen to the boards, and they could scarcely sleep an
hour for the cracking of the beams through the expan-
sive power of frost. From the same agency, reports
were often heard among the rocks as of numerous heavy
cannon fired together, and splinters were thrown to an
amazing distance.t By his meteorological table, it ap-
pears that the greatest fall of the thermometer occurred
in January, when it was 45° minus, or 77° below the
freezing point ; it was, however, seldom lower than 20°
minus, There was a constant haze on the horizon, and

* Philosophical Transactions, vol. 1x. p. 102-111.
+ Ibid. p. 118-125.
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when the sun rose, two long streams of red light ascended
with him, These were then inflected towards each other
and met, forming a parhelion, which seemed to have its
source in two other parhelia. In winter, when the
solar orb never emerged from the mist, these three
luminous arches went all round the horizon.

About the middle of March the thaw was sensibly
felt ; on the 23d April the ground began to appear ;
and on the 26th they had their first rain, Towards the
latter end of this month the spring-goose season began ;
and in May the weather was really agreeable, Near
the middle of June the river broke up, and yielded
abundance of fine salmon, with the delicate small fish
named capelin. July afforded radishes, lettuce, and tur-
nip-tops, the latter of which they used for greens. He
met a good many Indians, and was on the whole much
pleased with them. He admits that they are revenge-
ful, though the most honest creatures he ever saw, kind
and friendly to each other and to Europeans ; ignorant,
but clever at repartee. He sailed on the 2d September,
and in passing through the straits observed few islands
of ice, and none in the Atlantic ; whence he derived a
confirmation of his opinion as to the speedy melting of
those singular masses.*

HUDSON’S BAY TERRITORY !

The Coxflpany soon after became exposed, from a new
quartef, to a very formidable rivalry. While Canada
was under French dominion, the fur-trade, as already ob-
served, had been carried on from thence with consider-
able spirit by a class of adventurers called the coureurs du
bois ; who, having pushed their excursions far into the
interior, had come into partial collision with the Com-
pany’s servants. This, however, from the limited extent
of transactions on both sides, was not very serious ; and
the conquest of Canada in 1759 put a period for some
time even to this competition. But similar operations
were soon commenced by a number ‘of persons, princi-

*® Philosophical Transactions, vol. Ix. p. 125-133.
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pally from the Highlands of Scotland, whose hardy and
adventurous habits were well suited to such pursuits, and
who, after acting some time in their individual capacity,
threw their stocks together, and, in 1783-4, formed the
North-west Fur Company. This body became very
prosperous ; and from their central establishment at Mon

treal, extended operations to the remotest quarters of
America. Their capital, amounting in 1788 to £40,000,
had before 1799 increased threefold, and probably was
afterwards much farther enlarged.”

The best account of the way in which this trade was ma-
naged,and of the mode of life led by the Company’s agents,
is that given by Daniel Williams Harmon, a citizen of
the United States, who served them many years as a
clerk, and afterwards became a partner. On the 30th
April 1800 he set sail from La Chine with a squadron
of thirty canoes, divided into three brigades, to each of
which one or more pilots were attached. These barks
were steered by Canadian voyageurs, the most skilful
in the world for guiding a boat through the many
perilous rapids. Like sailors in tropical seas, they had
certain stations, where they claimed the right of duck-
ing every new passenger, unless, to their great satisfac-
tion, he chose to purchase exemption by giving a few
bottles of spirits. Harmon, having embraced this alter-
native, witnessed a complete brightening of the doleful
aspect worn at parting from their relations. At these
rapids it was rather alarming to see the numerous crosses
erected for persons who had been drowned ; at one sta-
tion there were fourteen, at another thirty. It was the
13th June before they reached the Grand Portage on
Lake Superior, 1800 miles above Montreal ; and here
they found a fortified enclosure, containing a number of
slight wooden tenements, surrounded by palisades. A
general meeting was held at this season of the pro-
prietors and clerks from the interior, bringing the pro-

* Mackenzie's Vog':fes from Montreal, &c., with Preliminary
e
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duce of their annual trade, and receiving articles where-
with to renew it. -The occasion was celebrated with
much mirth and a grand ball, at which the ladies be-
haved with greater propriety than our author expected,
though it is admitted that during the festivity a drunken
squaw stabbed her husband, who died in a few minutes.

Mr Harmon proceeded to Lake Winnipeg,and expected

to have gone on to the Saskatchawan ; but a new post
was formed on Swan River, of which he was appointed
to take charge, He had here an earnest of future hard-
ships by spending a day, the first time in his life, without
bread., Havl:§l received a pious education, he was scan-
dalized at steing no observance whatever of Sunday ;
the people carrying on business, playing at cards, and
téllowing other sports, exactly as on other days. On re-
monstratmg, he received for answer, that there could be
no Sabbath in the north-west country. He observes,at the
same time, that though emergencies might occur from
the natives coming in, to render some traffic inevitable,
there was in general no obstacle to its being spent in a
strictly religious manner. In fact, he found leisure to
read the Bible and other religious books more carefully
than he had ever done before.* 'We believe there has
heen mamch amendment in this respect; and before
the author left the country, several of his friends had
concurrgd with him in adopting the most serious views
of religion.”

Mr Harmon draws a picture, seemingly with painful
truth, of the excesses then committed by the natives ow-
ing tethé practice of making spirits a leading article of
t:aﬁic “To see a house full of drunken Indians, con-
sisting of men, women, and children, is a most unpleasant
sight ; for in that condition they often wrangle, pull
each othor by the hair, and fight. At some times, ten
or twelve of both sexes may be seen fighting each other
promiscuously, until at last they all fall on the ﬂoor, one

and Travels in the Interior of North Ame-
iams Harmon (8vo, Andover, United States,
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here- upon another, some spilling rum out of a small kettle or
with | dish which they hold in their hands, while others are
8 be- throwing up what they have just drunk. To add to
seted, this uproar, a number of children, some on their mothers’
nken shoulders, and others running about and taking hold
tes. of their clothes, are constantly bawling, the older
ected ones through fear that their parents may be stabbed, or
r post that some other misfortune may befall them in the fray.”
inted On the arrival of a large party, there usually commenced
hard- a ball (or, as he says, rather bawl), consisting in mock

thout fights, loud shrieks and cries, continued in most cases till
scan- three-fourths were unable to stand. It was commonly

day ; closed by a succession of fights, when serious outrages
, and were committed, of which the perpetrators in their sober
n re- moments bitterly repented. On one of these occasions
1d be an Indian strongly attached to Mr Harmon stabbed him
it the with a knife, which penetrated through his clothes.
from _ Next day he cried bitterly at having nearly killed ¢ his
table, father,” whom he reproached for not having tied him,
bin a on seeing he had lost his senses. The dread of such in-

re to cidents, as well as the clamour, rendered it impossible,
fully while these scenes lasted, for the Company’s servants to
e has shut their eyes ; and sometimes after passing one sleep-
iefore less night, the arrival of another party exposed them to

s had asimilar inconvenience. 'We shall hereafter have occasion
riews to observe, that under the management of the ‘existing
Company, an entire stop has been put to these pernicious
iunful excesses,* - f T\
8 OW- Mr Harmon describes with much feeling the extremi-
sle of ties to which he and his comp#nions were often reduced,
, COn- owing to the uncertainty of the means whereby food
asant was conveyed to them, On the borders of lakes and

pull rivers, fish afforded a resource ; yet ice and other causes
5, ten rendered it precarious, and they were sometimes glad to
other collect again those which had been thrown away and
', one were almost putrid. On the prairies, the buffalo present-

§ / ed an excellent and the moose-deer a delicious food ;
Ame- N

ates,

* Harmon, pp. 62, 71, 72, 92, 93, 100, 112, 119, 139.
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and there one or two Indians were usually engaged to

to supcrstltlous impressions, which often paralyzed their
exertions, One, on whom their main dependence rested,
conceived the idea that the bad spirit had determined to

/kill him, and for that purpose watched continually at

the door of his cabin, out of which nothing could induce
him to stir. Another individual complained that when
he was rushing against a deer or buffalo, the malignant
demon raised such a ory behind him, that he durst not
proceed. Mr Harmo;%ﬂus threatened with starvation,
thought some artifice excusable. He wrapped a small
portion of drugs in a paper, and desired him, when he
heard this fearful sound, to throw it over his shoulder

without looking back, when it would fall into the mouth -

of the bad spirit, and that then he himself should dart
upon his prey. The hunter returned quite dellghted with
the charm; which had fully succeeded, and brought with
him a ﬁne fat moose. Still, on repeated occgsigng, our
author found famine staring hirf in the face ; and boiled
beaver-skins were sometimes his only resource. At one
time he was reduced to rose-buds; but that elegant diet,
besides being very unsavoury, was in respect to nutriment
so little better than nothing, as scarcely to support exist-
ence. Sometimes, amid the most extreme want, the ar-
rival of a moose or a buffalo placed him in luxurious
plenty. The natives, who had not the same resources,
were not urlfrequently, in the depth of severe winters,
reduced to the most fatal extremities ; and cannibal-
ism, to which they do not seem to have been impelled
by ferocity, was then too often resorted to. The author
saw a woman who was said to have partaken, in the course
of one winter, of the bodies of fourteen of her kindred.*
The Indian tribes who wandered over the wide prairies
adjacent to our author’s station were chiefly those who
bear the names of Crees and Assineboines. From the great
abundance of game they derived an easy subsistence, and

¢ l“armon, pp- 86, 94, 95, 96, 110, 177.
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d to are described as an extremely happy and contented race.
31’1"’ They were in general disposed to be friendly with the
‘heir Company’s servants, from whose trade they derived great
sted, advantages. To their loss, it is true, they were supplied
d to with ardent spirits ; but they also obtained guns, pow-
ly at der, axes, and other implements of iron, without which,
duce having quite disused the bow and arrow, they could
vhen scarcely have subsisted. They had, through the same
mant channel, acquired a breed of horses, which had multiplied
t not to such a degree as to be i the possession of almost evety
ition, individual, and to have become an arficle of trade. They
small ‘ never sold one, however, without regret,and on such-oc-
m he casions the owner was heard whispering apologies to the
ulder : animal, that necessity had compelled this parting, but
rwuth - not to be cast down, as the first opportunity would be
1 df“'t taken of stealing him back,—a promise which, without /
| with strict watch on the part of the purchaser, was punctually
» with fulfilled. When Mr Harmon visited one of their camps,
z, our he was almost overpowered with hospitality, being ob-
oiled liged to go successively to six or seven entertainments.
\t one Yet there was always something perilous in this inti-
it diet, macy. Not only in their drunken fits was life repeat-
iment edly threatened and attempted, but as, in a case of sup-
exist- posed injury, the vengeance was directed alike against
th‘{ ar- the perpetrator and his friends, the latter were often
‘urious struck by an unpremeditated blow. Our author learned
ources, once that every arrangement had been made to kill him
rinters, by an Indian who supposed himself wronged by one of
nnibal- his intimate acquaintances ; and he was only saved by
npelled the honourable feelings of another who had received him
author as a guest. Some painful instances were observed of
3 course European children, carried off or left in infancy, who
ndreq.* had been so completely trained in the customs of savage
prairies life, that they could not by any means be recalled to
»se who civilized habits.*
he great Mr Harmon, who seems to have commanded the con-
nce, and fidence of his employers, was latterly transferred to some

* Harmon, pp. 67, 70,71, 101, 111, 122, 140, 141, 337.
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of their remoterstations. In 1808 he crossed the Portage
la Loche, or the ridge which divides the two great river-
systems ; and, like subsequent travellers, he considered
the view thence of the Clear-water Valley the most en-
chanting he had ever beheld. After visiting Fort Chi-
pewyan, the centre of all the transactions in the Atha-

basca region, he proceeded up the Peace River to Fort °

Dunvegan, agreeably situated amid fine plains. Here he
received visits from Messrs M‘Leod, Fraser, and Stuart,
on their way to and from the establishments lately
formed by the Company in New Caledonia, on the west-
ern side of the Rocky Mountains ; and he himself in 1810
went to spend some time in that district. He was struck
by the great height of those mountains, exceeding any
he had ever seen, and also with the numerous streams
which, coming from their farther side through a single
narrow pass, unite to form the Peace River, whereby their
waters are conveyed to the Northern Ocean. Nor was it
till he was quite on the opposite declivitythat he found
any flowing towards the Pacific. He was employed at
several forts situated on large lakes in that wild country.
The Indian people in the neighbourhood, named Car-
riers, combined with the general character of the North
American savage some peculiar features. They were yet
in a happy ignorance of ardent spirits ; though curiosity,
it is said, led a number of them on a great festival day to
see the Canadians get drunk. This mortifying scene they
contemplated with great attention ; but when the state
of complete inebriation arrived, they were frightened, and
ran to hide themselves in corners. Seemg afterwards
6%3 who had made the greatest noise fall perfectly
still; they imagined that t ey had recovered their senses,
and become ashamed of"their extravagance. For some
time they would not belidve that the English had fa-
thers or mothers, but suppoyed them to have come down
from the sun or moon. They still viewed them as pos-

sessing supernatural powers, and when about to depart

on a hunting excursion, would come and make large

offers on condition of good weather being secured uring
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their adventure. They imagined that Europeans, by
merely looking in their books, could cure a sick person
though at a great distance, and often made earnest appli-
cations to this effect. Nothing astonished them more than
the movements of a watch and their correspondence to
those of the sun, which they could account for only by
its being part of that great luminary, or at least in inti-
mate communication with it, They had not the grave
and serious character observed in those on the other side
of the mountains, but, when they came to the forts, kept
up a perpetual chattering ; and notwithstanding their de-
sire to please the whites, nothing was more difficult than
to\check their tongues any considerable time. Their
rage for play seemed to exceed even the usual savage
bounds, so that they would make a boast of having lost
all they had, and being obliged to cut off part of their
clothes, and even to strip themselves naked. The attach-
ment between husband and wife was very strong, and
a man has been known to commit suicide on the
death of his partner. In this connexion strict fidelity
was exacted, but to the unmarried females a culpable
license was allowed. Their only domestic animals were
large dogs, which were employed in carrying burdens,
and were the objects of great regard, being often called
their children, and after death lamented in a manner
somewhat corresponding, Their chief diet is salmon,
which swarm in the western rivers, and during the sea-
son afford them food in abundance.*

In 1819, Mr Harmon, after having resided eight years
on the western side of the Rocky Mountains, returned
and spent some time at his native place. He afterwards
resumed his occupations in the fur-trade, but left his
jéurnal, which his friend Mr Haskel of Burlington pre-
pared for the press,

* Harmon, pp. 169, 170, 175, 191, 195, 147, 289, 293, 295, 335,
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CHAPTER IIL

Hudson’s Bay Territory : Recent Discovery and Present
State.

Hearne and Mackenzie—Parry, Franklin, and Richardson—Cap-
tain Back sent in search of Captain Ross— Aided by the Hudson’s
BayCompany—Reaches Great Slave Lake— Discovers the Thlew-
ee-choh—Winters on the Lake—Voyage down the River—
Arrested by Ice—His Return—Successful Voyage by Messrs
Dease and Simpson—The North-west incorporated with the
Hudson’s Bay Company—Privileges of that Body—Its Consti-
tution and Management—Indian Tribes within its Jurisdiction—
Valuable furred Animals, Beaver, Martin, Fox, Otter, &c.—
Modes of catching them—Principal Stations—York Fort—
Moose—Montreal—Fort Vancouver—Claims of the Americans—
Settlement on the Red River—Import of Furs—General Course
of the Trade.

I®behoves us yow to notice those more recent voyages of
discovery which, though undertaken with a view to the
north-west passage, have had for their chief result the
exploration of the boundaries and remote geographical
features of British, America. The way had been pre-
pared through inland expeditions by the two rival com-
panies. In 1771 Samuel Hearne, employed by that of
Hudson’s Bay, descended the Coppermine River, and
found it terminating in an unknown part of the Arctic
Ocean. In 1789 Sir Alexander Mackenzie, one of the
partners of the North-west Fur Company, went down the
larger stream which bears his name, and made observa-
tions which left little doubt. of its opening into another
portion of the same expanse. That enterprising gentle-
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man also penetrated in 1793 across the Rocky Moun-
tains, and reached the coast of the Pacific.

These observations were sufficient to remove the im-
pression which at one time prevailed that America pre-
sented an unbroken continent stretching towards the
pole ; and the proofs of an ocean bounding it at no very
high latitude, gave again some probability to the existence
of a passage to India by this route. The British go--
vernment, therefore, after the close of the European
war in 1815, engaged in a series of spirited attempts
which had this object in view, Captain Parry succes-
sively penetrated into the Polar Sea, and discovered a
range of large islands, to the south of which were exten-
sive coasts, of which he could not perceive the bound-
ary. Captain Ross, in an adventurous voyage fitted
out by himself and his friends, ascertained that these
coasts belong to a large peninsula named by him Boothia,
.and which terminates to the south in a narrow isthmus,
connecting it apparently with the continent; though
there has since appeared room to suspect that the whole
may compose one large island. Captain Parry, in an-
other voyage, explored the northern shores of Hudson’s
Bay, and discovered the strait of the Fury and Hecla,
leading thence into the ArcticOcean. Meantime, Captain
Franklin, and Dr Richardson, in two land journeys
chequered by interesting events, examjned 4 large extent
of the northeri coast, mcludmg the whole of that be-
tween the Coppermme and Mackenzie Rivers, with a
considerable space-east of the former and west of the lat-
ter. Captain Beechey,from Behring’s Straits,approached
to within 150 miles of Franklin’s most westerly point.
These expeditionsand discoveries were chiefly made along
the remoter limits of British America, and have been
fully narrated in former volumes of this series.*

Out of these expeditions arose another conducted by
Captain Back, which issued in the discovery of an ex-

A

* See Polar Seag and Regions, chapter vii., and Tytler s North-
ern Coasts of America, chapter iv.




56 HUDSON’S BAY TERRITORY @ R}

tensive inland tract, watered by a large river and nume- the viein
rous lakes. As this is more intimately connected with ‘ rise, and
our present subject, and has not been touched upon in bably to
any of our former volumes, a fuller detail of its results Ross and
may be gratifying to the reader, and necessary to com- It was su
plete his knowledge of British America. canoe, re
Captain Ross sailed in the summer of 1829, on the form the
enterprise to which we have alluded, stimulated by the push dir
hope of redeeming the error he had once fallen into,and, wreck of
with the aid of steam navigation, of completing the ca- had prop
reer of north-western discovery. Four winters, how- stores.
ever, elapsed without any intelligence respecting him, to searc]
~a circumstance which at once alarmed his friends, and to attrac
excited the deepest sympathy in the public mind. Go- would b
vernment having determined to expend nothing mare altogeth
on objects of discovery, declined at first to take any geograpk
share in the matter ; but on further representationy and from the
on perceiving that the feeling of the nation was strongly a great |
expressed, Lord Goderich announced a grant of £2000, The ¢
provided the balance of the expense, estimated at £3000, Februar
should be contributed from other quarters, A com- during v
mittee was formed, and a subscription epened, whish, reached

at the first meeting, amounted to £800, and increased ¢ greatest
so rapidly as to leave no doubt of raising the necessary The Hu
funds. Captain Back, greatly distinguished as the com- use of
panion of Franklin and Richardson, had volunteered to bany. .
lead the expedition ; while Mr Richard King engaged to ington I
act as surgeon, as well as to make collections of natural men, w
history, and afford other assistance. The Hudson’s Bay and thei
Company, whose governor and deputy-governor were sand spe
members of the committee, undertook to furish gra- journey
tuitous supplies, and every kind of local aid. ~ a very i
The expedition, it was arranged, should consist of two that the
officers and eighteen men, of whom two had gained expe- received
rience under Sir John Franklin ; the rest were to be se- troubles
lected from the inferior agents of the Company. The dispositi
party were to proceed by%ew York, Montreal, and the imputes
chain of large waters to Great Slave Lake. They were to * Capt
establish winter-quarters at its eastern extremity, from London,
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the vicinity of which a considerable river was'known to
rise, and to flow in a north-eastern -direction, so as pro-
bably to reach the ocedan near the quarter where Captain
Ross and his party were imagined to remain in durance.
It was supposed, that before winter they might, in a light
canoe, reach the sea, gain-all possible information, and
form their plans for next summer. They were then to
push direct for the point in Regent Inlet where the
wreck of the Fury had been left, which Captain Ross
had proposed to visit, and avail himself of the abandoned
stores. Should no trace of him be found, they were
to search all the surrounding shores, erecting signals
to attract the wanderers, and direct them where relief
would be found. Should this their primary object fail
altogether, it was hoped they might add to the stock of
geographical knowledge, and perhaps, by penetrating
from the mouth of the river to Cape Turnagain, explore
a great part of the unknown coast.*

The expedition sailed from Liverpool on the 17th
February 1833, and after a somewhat boisterous passage,
during which they observed several formidable icebergs,
reached New York on the 27th March. In that city the
greatest anxiety was manifested to promote their object.
The Hudson River Steam-boat Association proffered the
use of their fine vessel the Ohio to convey them to Al-
bany. At the British consul’s they met Messrs Wash-
ington Irving, Audubon, Webster, and other eminent
men, who expressed a deep interest in their success,
and their departure was cheered by more than a thou-
sand spectators. They soon reached Albany, but their
journey thence was very tedious, in a large wagon, over
a very indifferent road, and it was not till the 9th April

_that they arrived at Montreal. Here, though kindly

received by all the authorities, they met with some
troubles. Two of the men from England showed a
disposition to shun the service, which Captain Back
imputes to fears inspired by the very sympgthy which

* Captain Back’s Narrative of the Arctic Land Expedition (8vo,
London, 1836), Preliminary Chapter.
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they had excited ; but Mr King thinks they had been
treated too familiarly, and forgot their place, An at-
tempt was made, by sending them forward to a distant
post, to retain their services ; still it was thought advis-
able, with Lord Aylmer’s permission, to accept the offer
of four soldiers as volunteers. Several Canadian voy-
ageurs were also engaged ; but Mr Keith, agent for the
Hudson’s Bay Company, counselled them to make the
main selection from among the regular servants at Nor-
way House, where much hardier men would be found.
At the hotel where they lodged, a performance being
given by the Bohemian brothers, a number of evergreens
brought in to adorn the apartment took fire, and the
house was consumed so rapidly, that many of the au-
dience were obliged to escape by the windows ; luckily
the baggage had been sent forward, but the only service-
able barometer was lost.

On the 25th April they left Montreal, and sailed up
the Ottawa. Some friendly aid was afforded by the
steam-vessels ; but the numerous rapids caused deten-
tion, and tried the firmness of the young hands, two of
whom deserted. Proceeding along a small stream, they
entered the Nipissing Lake, and thence by the Riviere
des Francais descended into Lake Huron. Being detained
by fogs and contrary winds, they did not reach the Sault
St Marie till the 11th May. Here Mr Bethune, the
Company’s agent, informed them that the despatches
sent to Mr Simpson, the resident governor, owing to
the obstruction of the floating ice, had preceded them
by only eleven days,—an unfortunate circumstance,
whence a difficulty was apprehended in making up
their complement of men. Here provisions for five
weeks were laid in, and many civilities, as well as some
supplies, were received from the American commandant
on the opposite side of the river.

The party now sailed along the northern bank of
Lake Superior, not without some risk from fogs and
squalls. The rocky border, in many places above 1000
feet high, always afforded coves into which they could
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run ; but they often sought to avoid a winding bay by
steering directly from point to point, in the course of
which they gotsome frights and duckings. On the 20th,
under a salute of six guns, they entered Fort William,
where Mr M‘Intosh, by Governor Simpson’s direction,
had. prepared two excellent light canoes, which it was
necessary to use instead of large ones, in order to move
along the narrow and obstructed rivers, The

and stores being nicely divided into pieces, and distri-
buted as equally as possible, they began to ascend the
shallow stream Kamenistiquoia, on which they saw with
astonishment that stupendous fall which has been con-
sidered second only to Niagara. Having passed a port-
age over the dividing ridge, the Savannah conveyed
them into Rainy Lake, whence they reached and crossed
the Lake of the Woods, and then came to Fort Alex-
ander, at the southern extremity of Lake Winnipeg.
Here Captain Back waited four days for Governor
Simpson, who came on the 10th June, accompanied by
his lady, whose affection had led her to share the hard-
ships of a voyagetr life and a northern winter. That
gentleman, with the intelligence and benevolence
which mark his character, had made the most active
preparations to promote the objects of the expedition.
He himself was obliged by ill health to return to Eng-
land, but every resource possessed by the Company was
placed at their command. Pemmican, owing to a migra-
tion of the buffaloes, was unfortunately scarce ; though
orders had been sent to collect it along the whole line of
route. He concurred with Mr Keith, that the best place
for obtaining volunteer recruits was Norway House,
by hastening to which they might intercept the different
brigades of boats on their way to Hudson’s Bay. Some
difficulty was apprehended in inducing the men to en-
gage ; but Messrs Cameron and Christie, chief factors,
were to be intrusted with this task, for which they were
considered extremely well qualified, and Mr Charles,
long employed on the banks of the Slave Lake, was
to give all the benefit of his local knowledge. Mr
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Simpson sent also a letter addressed to four individuals
of standing in the service, inviting any one of them to
join and act under Captain Back, with the assurance of
immediate promotion, as well as of an additional £100
"a-year while employed.
Every desirable arrangement was thus made; yet the
impossibility of accomplishing the main object during
the passing season could not but be foreseen more fully
than ever. Captain Back nevertheless was most anxious
to trace the course of the Great Fish River, so that he
might form precise plans for descending it next summer.
He therefore pushed forward, and reaching Norway
House on the 17th June, found the officers of the
Company eager to render every service, though the men
showed some backwardness, and were disposed at least to
drive a hard bargain, Even when engaged, an insur-
mountable obstacle arose from two of their wives. One,
endowed with Amazonian powers, applied her fists with
such force and perseverance to the ears of her husband,
that he soon submitted. Another, an interesting girl of
seventeen, assailed her partner with such tender sobs and
embraces, that she equally gained her object. Two being
thus wanting, Mr King was sent forward with the
heavy equipments to Cumberland House, where the
leader, in a light canoe, expected to overtake him. The
former had a very hard voyage, working his way through
a succession of little lakes and branches of rivers, and
passing nineteen portages, as well as innumerable rapids.
He had received peremptory orders not to break upon
the precious store of pemmican which was to be their
dependence on the voyage, and to subsist the men solely
by fishing ; but this resource was so very deficient, that
they suffered severe privation, and at one time had only
the alternative of famine, or of violating the solemn in-
junction. He had no spirits ; and, though fully admitting
the dangers of indulgence, he could not help thinking
that an occasional dram would have cheered his people.
He was delighted, however, with much of the scenery,
* particularly a reach of the river Missinnippi, bordered by
b
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undulating hills and dense forests,. Both Back and he
were, like Harmon, enchanted at the view from the
summit of the ridge, where it suddenly descends on
the western side by a precipice of more than 1000 feet.’
For a space of thirty-six miles, the Clear-water River
was seen meandering through a plain covered with luxu-
riant woods, and diversified by two parallel ranges of
hills, Having reached Fort Chipewyan on the Athabasca
Lake, Mr King, agreeably to his directions, descended
the Great Slave River to Fort Resolution, which stands
on the lake of that name. Here he found instructions
and a guide to lead him to its eastern extremity, where a
place had been fixed upon for the winter residence., He
had to encounter a good deal of difficulty in tracing the
winding course of this great sheet of water; but at
length, from the top of a lofty rock, saw, amid the dark
green foliage, the framework of a building, which he
concluded could be no other than, that which he sought.
Accordingly he was there welcomed by Captain Back,
who had already arrived.

This officer in about a week completed his party,
though for that purpose he was obliged to accept the
services of one of the natives.* On the 28th June, he
embarked with a motley group, composed of “an Eng-
lishman, a man from Stornoway, two Canadians, two
metifs (or half-breeds), and three Iroquois Indians.
Babel, it was said, could not have produced a worse con-
fusion of inharmonious sounds than the conversation
they kept up.” Nothing particular occurred till at the
Pine Portage he met Messrs Stuart and M‘Leod, two of
the gentlemen to whom he bore the governor’s invita-
tion, It was the latter he most desired to join him, both as
an intimate friend and as a person eminently qualified
for the service ; and to his great satisfaction, Mr M‘Leod,
though in bad health, most cheerfully complied.

At Fort Chipewyan, and still more at Fort Resolu-
tion, the most diligent inquiries were made of the In-

* Back, chap. ii. King, pp. 4-12, 26, 72-127.
VOL, I1I, D
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dians as to a river communication with the sea. The The ase:
general ftatement was, that from the eastern point of ties 3 it b
the lake there were two streams holding a course nearly pery rugg
parallel,—one called Thlew-ee-choh, the other Téh-lon. passing tw
The first was both difficult and dangerous, broken by respite ; b
rapids, and passing through a country destitute of trees, § clamberin,
shelter, and game ; while the other was of easy navigation, swamps, t!

amidst wooded tracts well stocked with animals. They estimated
were represented too as falling into the sea not far from saw bene:

each other. The Téh-lon was therefore recommended as as to be
every. way the more eligible ; yet Captain Back receiv- succession
ing, on the whole, the impression that it must flow east- ening the.
ward into Chesterfield Inlet ; so that, as the more rug- was rende

ged Thlew-ee-choh coyld alone be depended upon for sand-flies
leading’ into the Arctic Sea, he determined to brave all last found
its perils.* . Cook, cor
The question, however, still remained, where the river  § rapids, all
was and by what route to reach it. The only distinct ladder to 1
light was gained from an Indian named Maufelly, who named Wi
had been there in his youth, but now retained only very numerous
faint and wavering recollections. To his guidance, finding an
nevertheless, they were obliged to trust. In sailing along lar and n
the northern shore, they passed an extensive range of very how to re:
bold and perpendicular cliffs ; and on one of the loftiest directions
of them was seated a majestic eagle, which, “ unscared which the
by our cries, reigned in solitary state the monarch of the in questio
rocky wilderness.” At length they suddenly opened on the boat :
a small bay, at the bottom of which a splendid fall, up- Next mox
wards of sixty feet high, rushed in two white and misty found a
volumes into a dark gulf beneath. The scene was of perplexiti
the most picturesque and romantic grandeur,tand Mau- . faction of
felly declared that this stream, named the Hoar-frost by the ho
River, would lead them to the great one sought for. The lake, afte
captain, therefore, disregarding the significant looks of themselv:
his companions, determined to ascend it ; and Mr M‘Leod ed-for dir
now proceeded to the most easterly point of the lake, another )
to rear a winter habitatign for their reception. minated
- S - shore, th
* Back, chap. iii. t See Vignette Title-page. islands, ¢
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The ascent was attended with all the expected difficul-
ties ; it being necessary to drag the canoe over a slip-
pery rugged steep, through trees and underwood. After
passing t , they got her afloat, and enjoyed a short
respite ; but two more soon occurred. At length, after
clambering over fallen trees, through rivulets and across
swamps, they came to an open space, desolate and craggy,
estimated to be 2000 feet above the water which they
saw beneath. They had then a descent so precipitous
as to be even -dangerous. Rapids following in quick
succession obliged them to be almost constantly light-
ening the canoe, and hayling it with a line ; and their toil
was rendered tormenting by the stings of innumerable -
sand-flies and mosquitoes, Temporary repose was at
last found on the tranquil bosom of & small lake named
Cook, connected with 'a stream barred by fifteen small
raplds all of which were cheerfully encountered, as tle
ladder to their grand object. It openedlinto a larger Jake
named Walmsley ; butafter an intricate navigation arhong
numerous islands, they came to the end gﬁ’lt w1th0ut,
tinding any further charmel, Maufelly announceda si'rm-\
lar and much larger expanse, but was greatly puzzled }
how to reachit. Scouts, howeyer, being sent in different
directions, discovered a chain of small detached lakes,
which they became convinced would conduct to the one
in question ; and starting with the first dawn, they carried
the boat in one day over no fewer than fifteen portages.
Next morning, after a continuance of similar labour, they
found a small stream leading eastward, and after some
perplexities mounted a hill, whence they had the satis-
faction of looking ona clear body of water, bounded only
by the horizon. It wasthe north-eastern branch of a great
lake, afterwards named Artillery ; and they soon found
themselves in the channel of a river flowing in the wish-
ed-for direction. After only four papids, it opened into
another lake still more extensive, subsequently deno-
minated Clinton-Colden. Coasting along its western
shore, they were somewhat bewildered by bays and
islands, of which last many were so large that they




/‘ x
64 HUDSON’S BAY TERRITORY :

were not unfrequently mistaken for the main land. The
appearance, however, of numerous sandhﬂk convinced
Maufelly, from recollections which had survived the
lapse of so many winters, that they could not now be far
from the rise of the Thlew-ee-choh. The lake for some
distance near the shore began to be crusted with thin ice ;
while the mosquitoes and flies, their tormentors, lay like
a black cover on-its surface. Yet the mountainous
aspect of the coast tended rather to discourage their hopes,
till frém a conical hill they discovered another immense
lake, which they named Aylmer, abounding in large
islands and in bays from ten to fifteen miles deep. On
the opposite side it bad quite the appearance of an inland
sea ; for, with the exception of some dark spots pro-
nounced to be islets, the horizon was composed entirely
of sky and water, gilded by the brilliant rays of a setting
sun. Maufelly confidently predicted that in the vicinity
of its banks would be found the desired spot ; and though
he still groped in uncertainty, there was no choice but
" to confide in him. At length he descried some sand-
hills which had left traces in his memory ; and after
ascending one, hastened down, saying, that in, an adja-
cent bay he had discovered a spot fixed in hib earliest
associatipns as the scene of his father’s exploits ; and
that it contained the source of the Thlew-ee-choh. The
canoe therefore being lodged in the bay, a party was sent
forward to search for that stream. As their return was
_ delayed, Captain Back himself mounted one of the emi-
nences, and thought he perceived a ridge, at the head of
which springs were rippling which might contribute to
form the river. The messengers at last appeared, with the
happy assurance that these with others gave rise to a small
lake, out of which issued a current, which was doubtless
the one sought for.* The canoe was soon dragged over
the height, and launched upon its bosom ; and in (e-
scending its course for about twelve miles, it was found to
spread into a larger lake, and to receive two tributaries,

* Back, chapter iv,
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when there remained nodoubt that, swélléd by continued
accessions, it would spread into a nobleriver. Unfortu-
nately there appeared no certainty as to the point whither
it would lead them. But the seajon was advanced ; a suc-
cession of rapids was before them ; and blue mountams
in the distance gave warning that others still more for-
midable must be encountered. It wastherefore necessar
to be content with what had been achieved, and to re
their winter quarters. They retraced their course with
little difficulty along the chain of the great lakes. At
the end of that named Artillery was the river Ah-hel-
dessy, which led to their destination ; but its navigation
was 8o difficult, and their bark so shattered, that they
abandoned it and prooeeded on foot. The path was ex-
tremely rugged, and at the highest part a scene appeared
to which Captain Back had seen nothing in the old world
bearing any resemblance. It was not alpine ; the eye
wandered over endless lines of round-backed rocks, with
their sides rent into the most eccentric forms, like a

' stormy ocean suddenly petrified. The only vegetation

consisted of a few tawny and pale-green lichens ; and the
stems of mountain-pines scathed by fire presented a
mournful aspect. They endured much fatigue, as well
as torture from flies and mosquitoes, till they reached the
end of the lake, and discovered the framework of the
house which Mr M¢Leod had been employed in rearing.*
This mansion, completed by the 5th November, of
wooden logs. closely cemented with common' clay and
sand, was fifty feet long and thirty broad, divided
into four apartments, with an open hall in the centre to
which the Indians ‘were admitted. Notwithstanding
every preparation, the winter proved very distressing.
The deer at this season had been accustomed to leave
the high open tracts called the.barren grounds, where
they can scarcely be reached, and to seek the shelter of
the woods, where they fall a prey to the mnatives ;
but in consequence of a course of mild weather, they

*® Back, chapter vi.
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remained still in those inaccessible tracts. Attempts
were made to supply the deficiency by fishing ; but the
spawning-time, according to Mr King, had been allowed
to pass, and though different bays and small lakes were
tried, the prqduce was extremely scanty, while many of
the nets were lost. They were, on this account, obliged
to place themselves on a reducedj allowance, and also to
encroach on their stock of pemmican, though scarcely
adequate to next summer’s expedition. The Indians,
deprived of their ordinary resources, clustered round the
fort, 4nd threw themselves entirely upon our country-
men. Though they could be allowed only what was barely
sufficient to preserve them alive, the males showed ex-
treme fortitude, never letting a murmur escape their lips ;
bat their pallid visages, meagre fram d sunken eyes,
fully told what they endured. The m ans of the chil-
dren, and the hollow and sepulchral wail with which
the thothers-hftempted to sooth them, webe most dis-
tressing. X similar deficiency had been experienced for
two successive seasons, throughout these remote dis-
tricts ; and during the last, forty of the chief hunters had
penshed by hunger, and fears were entertained of many
who had not been heard of. We suspect they have ao-
quired too much the habit of depending on the English
forts, where in general they are supplied in these exi-
gencies. Somuch have they come to consider this their
right, that when disappointed, they allow themselves to
be hurried into the most violent deeds. Having been once
Whrshly refused at a northern post, they surprised in the
woods three of the Company’s servants, and shot two ;
then rushing to the house, they found the superintendent

in bed, and instantly murdered him. They were, how- -~

ever, ultimately hunted down, even by their own tribe.
The limited bounty of the present pafty was received
with gratitude and kindness, the only suspicion being
excited by the operations at thf}\ bserva r, which were
by some suspected to be m s and to have the effect
of driving the animals awaxl nor were even the voya-
geurs exempt from this i nnpresslon. The captain, how-
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ever, having jestingly asserted his ‘pbject to be directly
contrary, and this being immediately followed by the
capture of a bear, their doubts vanished. Itisallegedthat,
though by exerting greater activity and going to a dis-
fance, they might have fared tolerably well,they preferred
hanging on for their miserable allowance. They sought
to eke it-out by cutting off and roasting portions of their
deer-skin robes, thus depriving themselves of a most ne-
cessary protection against the period of extreme cold,
during which many of them perished, both around the
fort and in remoter quarters. Augustus, Captain Frank-
lin’s Esqummux guide, having set out from York Fort;f
to join them, died on the road. .

In February the thermometer sunk to 60°, and some-
times even to 90° below the freezing-point, and the

" rigour of the weather became remarKable, especially

in the latitude of 63°. With a large fire in a small apart-
nient, the heat could not be raised above 12°, Ink and
paint froze, and boxes of the best seasoned.wood split.
The skin of the hands cracked, and opened in gashes.
“When the face was washed near the fire, before it could
be dried, the hair was clotted with ice. All Iiving beings
dlsappeared no sound but that of the passing wind broke
the awful stillness.*
On the 25th of April, while the party sat conversing,
a loud and sharp Tap was heard jat the door, and with-
out waiting permission, the persqn burst in, saying, « He
is returned, sir!”?—* Who, Augustus ¥’—* Captain Ross,
sir ; Captain , Ross is returned ”. On demanding the
authonty, it'was in hishand ; a packet had already been
delivered containing a number of letters, with newspa-
pers, reporting this event, which had caused such a deep
and joyful interest in Britain. Instructions were also
received from Sir Charles Ogle directing, Captain Back
to turn his whole attention to discovery, especifilly on
that part of the coast between the farthest point reach-
ed by Captain Ross, and Franklin’s Cape Turnagain.

* Back, chap. vii. King, p. 171, ét seq.
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To this object, therefore, all their enthusiasm was now 8AW, W
turned. The day was passed in a state of feverish ex« Disapp«
citement ; and though the strictest temperance usually promise
ruled the establishment, this happy occasion was cele- somew]
brated by a generous bowl ceeded
It was now considered that for their more hmlted ob- ton-Col
ject, one boat with a crew of ten men, all experienced in one «
voyageurs, go?)“d hunters, and inured to the most trying were 1
situations, might be sufficient. Such a bark was now almost
building on Artillery Lake, and thither the pemmican pressed
and baggage were dragged in successive loads. On the this wi
13th May, a solitary goose ap , the harbinger of take av
summer, followed before night by five more, and in the allowar
next three days by many other birds. Towards the end pemmi
of the month the heat became oppressive, the thérmo- bad wet
meter standing in the sun at 106°, being 176° higher saw in '
than on the 17th January ; and the snow was fast melt- all the
ing. Mr M¢Leod proceeded forward with a select party and rai
to bring down animals and form them into caches or followe
hoards, concealed from the view of hungry wolves and Freque
Indians, yet indicated by certain signs to the advancing that bo
party. Finding it impessible to keep the house open with gr
on this desolate spot, they secured as well as possible the of sinki
papers, drawings, and stores ; then blocked up the doors Sandhi]
and windows to prevent intrusion.* were w
On the 7th June Captain Back set out with four vey the
persons, each loaded with ninety pounds of pemmican ; The
and after three days of laborious trackingover rocks and day, wh
swamps, they reached the lake. As that expanse was the lak«
still covered with ice, the boat was placed upon wooden materia
runners to be drawn over it by two men and six fine portage
dogs ; but the surface, instead of being smooth, presented & sever
a bed of sharp angular spikes, the walking over which was and wa
most painful and difficult; and the runners were soon be ofter
so peeled or otherwise injured as to render their de- from ic
struction inevitable, unless protected by some durable reached
material. There was nothing within reach but an iron his part

* Back, chapter viii. y whic
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was now saw, which was cut into slips and attached to them.
erish ex« Disappointed by Maufelly and another Indian who had
y usually promised to act as guides, they gropeds their way by a
was cele- somewhat imperfect recollection; however, they suc-

; ceeded without any material deviation in reaching Clin-
nited ob- ton-Colden Lake. The caches were tolerably abundant ;
serienced in one day they found eleven animals, though several
st trying were musk-oxen, the flesh of which had a flavour
was now almost intolerable. The men indeed at one time ex-
emmican pressed a resolution rather to starve than eat it ; but

On the this was altogether scouted by their leader, who, to
binger of take away all pretext, adopted it as part of his own
id in the allowance. These supplies enabled them to keep the
) the end pemmican untouched. They had also some extremely
thérmo- bad weather, particularly on Midsummer-day, whenthey
° higher saw in the northern sky, accumulated in one black mass,
ast melt- all the horrors of a hyperborean winter. Hail, snow,
sct party and rain in ceaseless succession assailed them, and were
‘aches or followed by a wind so violent as to overturn the tent.
lves and Frequent showers and increasing heat so softened the ice,
lvancing that both the boats and themselves were dragged along
186 open with great difficulty, not without danger, or at least fear
sible the of sinking. However, on the 27th June, they reached
he doors Sandhill Bay, delighted with the certainty that they

were within a few miles of the stream that would con-
ith four vey them to the Polar Sea.
nmican ; The joy thus inspired was considerably damped next

ocks and day, when the boat, which it was necessary to convey from
Anse was the lake into the river, was found composed of such soft
wooden materials, that it could not be dragged over a rocky
six fine portage. The crew were therefore ordered to carry it ;
resented a severe task, which tried their strength to the utmost,
hich was and was the more distressing from the fear that it might
ere soon be often repeated. At length, through many obstacles

heir de- from ice in the lakes and rapids in the stream, they
durable reached their former station, and met Mr M‘Leod with
an iron his party. He astonished them by his skill in the rifle,

which is said to have equalled that of a Kentuckian, and
y which he had provided largely for their wants, It was
) \
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now settled that he should return, prepare winter-quar- and Ki
ters, fix on a good fishing-station, and meet the return- soon hi
ing expedition at the end of September.* tation
The bark now began its voyage down the Thlew-ee- shriek,
choh, with a load fitted much rather for a smooth sea triumg
. than for the rugged and broken channel which it had to Some -
\encounter. Twenty-seven bags of pemmican, with ma- cades,
}ca.rom, flour, and minor articles, weighed about 3360 fall of
/ Ibs., exclusive of rigging and stores, and a company elevati
amountmg to ten. The burden was.indeed gradually at leng
reduced by consumption, and still more by caches depo- of sun
sited at different points with a view to their return ; but boiled
the progress downwards, nevertheless, was not unattend- in g six
ed difficulty. On Lake Garry, a great expanse at the ba
which they arrived, they were startled by the view of pruden
extensive fields of ice, stretching to the utmost limit of have b
vision. Hence, their farther advance seemed at first to be even b
completely arrested ; but by following narrow lanes of destruc
water, and by cuttmg through the ice or lifting the boat 8 place
over it, they slowly worked their way. The most se- range (
rious obstacles were found in the rapids that interrupted station
almost every channel. Of these they had been fore- tween
warned by the Indians, who described them as in fact they w
utterly impassable, and added that all of their country- the cr
men who made the attempt had perished. Indeed, Cap- the ba
tain Back conceives that nothing’short of an almost avoidec
superhuman bodily strength, joined to skill and long All
experience, could have enabled his two steersmen, ) whethe
M‘Kay and Sinclair, to vanquish the obstacles. The to Che
question was also started, how the boat once down could hundre
ever be got up ; but their leader did not allow this con- toward
sideration at present to disturb them. In the first great named
rapid it was seen to sweep over the eddy with the ease . River:
and buoyancy of a seafowl; but this descent was soon were de
followed by one both longer and much more appalling, disappc
in which the water had the force and velocity of a which
torrent. The boat having been lightened, Captains Back little v

*® Back, chapters ix. x.
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and King saw it flying with the speed of an arrow, and
soon hidden from view by foam and rocks. Their agi-
tation was heightened by what sounded like a wild
shriek, but on running forward it proved to be the
triumphant whoop of the crew at being safely landed.
Some time after they encountered a succession of cas-
cades, nearly two miles in length, and making an entire
fall of about sixty feet ; and it was only by alternately
elevating and lowering the boat that the gulf below was
at length gained. Elsewhere they had to pass a range
of sunken rocks, over which the surges foamed and
boiled with impetuous fury. They were next involved
in g singular combination of fall, rapid, and eddy, where
the bark was acted upon by such conflicting forces, that
prudence ceased to be of any avail. It is supposed to
have been .only by a mistake of the directions given
even by the skilful steersman, that she was saved from
destruction. But Captain Back’s greatest alarm was at
8 place where it was found necessary to dash through a
range of breakers. He and Captain King had taken a
station where they could see the boat issuing from be-
tween the rocks ; but after a long time had elapsed, and
they were sinking into utter despair, they learned that
the crew had found a narrow channel, over which
the bark was lifted, and the perilous passage thereby
avoided.

All this while the main question continued to be,
whether the river would lead to the Arctic Ocean, or
to Chesterfield Inlet in Hudson’s Bay. For about a
hundred miles it continued to hold a favourable course
towards the north-east, then opened into a long lake,
named Beechey, only about seventy miles from Back’s

. River in Coronation Bay, the point of all others they

were desirous to reach. The lake, however, to their great
disappointment, took a turn south-eastward, a direction
which the river followed for a considerable space with
little variation. But again they were cheered by its re-
suming a north-east course, which lasted nearly as long
as t.hk former one. Next followed a chain of grea lakes,—
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Pelly, Garry, and Macdougall,—throughout which, and
for some space beyond, the course varied very little from
due east, and they arrived within ninety-four miles of
Chesterfield Inlet. To counteract this unfavourable im-
pression they were relieved by the view of distant streams
stretching northwards ; and, after some time, were con-
firmed in the hope that the river had decidedly taken this
direction. Following it some distance, they at length
came to a spacious lake, which they named Franklin, and
soon after regaining the channel, they were gratified by
observing on the top of a hill a number of figures running
about with great rapidity. These proved to be Esqui-
maux,—a welcome sight ; for where they were the sea
could not be far distant. But the utmost caution was
necessary ; for they might be, and as it proved really
were, entire strangers to Europeans, and had seen com-
ing in this direction only the Indians, their mortal ene-
mies, They began by raising wild yells, brandishing
their arms, and making expressive signals with the view
of forbidding the English toland. Captain Back, how-
ever, going on shore alone without any visible weapon,
deliberately walked up, and, making a friendly move-
ment with his hands, called out Tima—Peace! They in-
stantly flung down their arms, returned his salutation,and
uttered many unintelligible words, which however were
construed to be friendly,—a feeling which was soon esta-
blished by the presentation of buttons, fish-hooks, and
other trifles, in preference to the dangerous gift of knives
and hatchets. |They appeared on the whole superior to
the tribes formerly seen, cleaner in their persons, and the
females of so agreeable a cast of countenance that the
men called them “ bonnie-looking creatures.” The in-
tercourse continued to be good-humoured and easy ;
they were delighted at having their portraits drawn,
and their names written down ; and they assisted to
drag the boat over a portage which had baffled the
efforts of the crew. They had heard nothing of Cap-
tain Ross, but assured their visiters that the very next
day they would reach the sea, and find a coast running
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for a considerable way towards the north, then suddenly \
turning south and stretching far in that direction.

This prediction was soon fulfilled ; for next afternoon,
July 29, they descried a bold and broad headland, the
aspect of which was decidedly maritime, and from its
importance they gave to it the e of Victoria. Soon’
after, the shores widened in such a manner as showed that
they were at the mouth of the Thlew-ee-choh, after a
course of 530 geographical miles through an iron-ribbed
country, without a single treg on its banks, forming five
lakes, and broken by eighty-three rapids. After pass-
ing the headland and observing a picturesque waterfal,
they saw the shores receding, yet still forming a bay,
the eastern part of which showed open water as far as
the eye could reach. The western, along which they
specially desired to sail with a view to reach Point Turn-
again, was heavily encumbered with ice ; but they hoped
soon to find a place whence they could pull across to
it. Their prospects were now considered highly fa-
vourable, as, supposing only a moderate rate of going,
the object of their voyage might be accomplished in
ten days. After passing, however, a rocky cape 800 feet
high, named Point Beaufort, the drift ice collected in
great masses ; ahg, on ascending the height, a solid body
was discovered connecting both shores, This forced on
them the gloomy conviction, that if their destination
were reached at all, it could only be by slow and labori-
ous efforts, On the following day indeed (31st July)
the action of a southerly breeze cleared the coast they
were on, producing fourteen miles of open water, but a
movement in that direction would have carried them:
quite out of their desired course, and the bay becoming
broader would only have been more difficult to cross.
They therefore halted till the ice should make a more ., '
favourable opening ; and, in fact, next morning a nar-
row lane appeared, by which they worked their way
to the western shore. A bay was reached, supposed
in the mainland, but found afterwards to be in an
island separated by a narrow channel, and named Mon-

9 —
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treal. The ice however, closely packed, barred all a fall of
advance along this shore, and rendered it necessary to ooure,
drag the boat on land, where they were detained for somewk
several days. This coast too was low and swampy, north-w
which, with frequent rains, so moistened the fern and cular pi
moss collected for fuel, that a fire could not be kindled. ovesspe
They were thus debarred from even the comfort of a detentic
warm cup of tea, pemmican and cold water becoming
their only repast. On the 5th August, while moving
south-westward in search of a passage, they reached the
mainland, and passed a large opening named Elliot Bay,
without seeing a single particle of ice ahead ; but this :
must have been an optical illusion, since, on pushing with su
towards the north to take advantage of it, they became , reason i
entangled in drift ice, which was evidently the advaneed’ side of |
guard of the main body. Their progress being thus  Capts
arrested, a party made an excursion fifteen miles along situatiol
the coast to a point where they found a number of Es- already
quimaux encampments, and whence they sw a distant ginning
appearance of mountains and open water. h precedir
On the 7th, a heavy rain and strong south-east wind 3 indeed,
dispersed the ice with a celerity which quite astonished Cape Tt
those not accustomed to A¥ctic navigation ; the bay; hazardo
throughout its whole breadth, appearing clear, and the bring be
boat advancing at the rate of five miles an hour, Theé) ascent o
western shore continued low, and became more and more hea:lth 0
desolate ; but the opposite one showed a bold and fruitless
modntainous range, which, however, at the end of six- party a
teen miles, terminated at Cape Hay, to the yorth of but this
which no land was discovered ; and according to infer- swampy
mation obtained from the Esquimaux, there appeared sunk mi
reason to believe that the coast there rounded away velled o
to the south-east. At length their enemy,the drift-ice, sickness
collecting again, obliged them to run ashore at a naked too, e
sandy point, which they named Ogle. On ascending a determi;
hillock, they saw the land stretching south-west, and nounced
forming a deep bay, bordered by high ground much cum- Wh‘Ch. n
bered with ice ; yet the surface of the sea was chequered by to whicl
some streaks of open water. Inthe afternoon of the 10th,
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a fall of rain made a little farther opening, and in a zigzag
course, partly by portage partly by lifting, they ad vanced
somewhat more than a mile ; but at this point a strong
north-west wind drove the ice ashore in large perpendi-
cular pieces, which not only dashed against the beach, but
overspread part of the coast. As usual during mch
detention, a land expedition was sent forward, After a
march of fifteen miles, they reached a green hill named
Mount Barrow, and descried a bay fifteen miles wide,
the north-western extremity of which they named Point
Richardson. On the 13th, favourable prospects were re-
peatedly afforded ; but at length-the ice came rushing in
with such force as to place the boat in danger, for which
reason it was drawn across a narrow isthmus to the other
side of Point Ogle. :

Captain Back began now seriously to reflect on his
situation, as the season, in this inclement region, might
already be considered very far advanced. New ice was be-
ginning to form on the shores and bays, while that of the
preceding winter was only partially dissolved. The period,
indeed, had elapsed, in which he had hoped to reach
Cape Turnagain ; to make the attempt now seemed very
hazardous ; and still less could he reasonably expect to
bring back his crew in safety, and achieve the arduous
ascent of the Thlew-ee-choh, The spirits, and even the
health of the men, were visibly sinking under so many
fruitless gxertions, Some idea was entertained of a
party attempting to reach Cape Turnagain by land ;
but this was considered utterly impracticable, from the
swampy nature of the soil, in which, at every step, they
sunk mid-leg deep, They could consequently, have tra-
velled only a few miles a-day, and any one attacked by
sickness must have been left to perish. The country,
too, was destitute of fuel, and almost of water. The
determination to return immediately was therefore an-
nounced to the men, who received it with a satisfaction
which marked the depression of spirits and despondency
to which they had been yielding.*

* Back, chapters x, xi.
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On entering thé river, they soon game to the spot
where they had met the Esquimaux, who at first were
looked for in vain ; and when at length they were des-
cried, nothing could induce them to approach. The
amicable feelings excited during the former interview
had seemingly given way to their jealousy of strangers,
Another large party was met, who, on seeing the English,
fled howling behind the rocks An attempt was made to
attract some of them by friendly gestures, and it was
thought with success ; but a man was soon seen follow-
ing and making a loud noise, throwing himself into wild
contortions, and imitating the growlings of a bear ; and
it became evident that this was the conjuror of the tribe,
who was seeking by such charms to induce the imme-
diate-departure of the strangers. The ascent of the

_river was tedious and laborious, though not quite so diffi-
cult as they had anticipated. On the 16th September they
reached its highest portage, and next day had the sati
faction, agcording to appointment, of meeting their friexlli
Mr M<Isod, who had been long and anxiously watching
their return. Their passage through the smaller waters
was easilyeffected ; but the ascent to Slave Lake by the
river Ah-hel-dessy, proved extremely laborious. They
were at length obliged to abandon the boat, and they in
vain endeavoured to secure its stores by a cache from the
wolverines. Loading each m ) with seventy-five p?unds,
they began their march, and fortunately found the‘ice on
the small lakes quite strong enough to bear them, Two
very picturesque falls, which they named Anderson and
Parry, were passed on the way to Fort Reliance.

On their arrival on the 27th of September, an active
fishery was commenced, and such a stock of food pro-
vided as secured them against the distressing scarcity
endured in the former winter, The Indians departed
southward, leaving them in their cold and solitary man-
sion ; and in their room came eighteen white wolves,
“bony, and gaunt, and grim,” who prowled constantly
round the establishment, using every stratagem to gain
a livelihood out of it. TheZ aimed particularly at the
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\
dogs, and Succeeded in seizing one, but were beaten off
before they could devourit. They hesitated not to make
food even of the bodies of such of their own comrades
as were shot ; but having lost five, and finding little
or nothing to be got, they removed to another station.
Captain Back had formed a plan for penetrating from
Lake Beechey to the river of his own name in Bathurst
Inlet,conveying thither the materialsof a canoe, in which
he might proceed to Ross’s Pillar, and then to Point
Richardson. But on inquiry amongst the Indians, he
could not gain the smallest information. In this state of
uncertainty, he considered the issue of the undertaking
as very doubtful ; while it would require one or perhaps
two more seasons, a fresh set of men, and alsoa large addi-
tional expense, which he did not feel himself authorized
to incur. 'With deep regret he renounced this plan, and
prepared as soon as the weather should permit to turn
his face homewards ; and beginning to move on the
21st March, he reached Fort Chipewyan on the 10th
April, Some casual detentions occurred, but no serions
obstacle, directions having been left f)y Mr Simpson
that he should be provided with every accommodation.
On the 6th August he arrived in the vicinity of Mon-
treal ; since quitting which he had travelled 7500 miles,
mcludmg 1200 of discovery. He proceeded dx'ect to
New York, where he embarked on the 17th xggust,
and on the 8th September landed at Liverpool.*
Whatever truth there may have been (and it seems
doubtful if there was any) in the former charges against\
the Hudson’s Bay Company of coldness towards the
cause of discovery, a very different spirit assuredly ani-
mates the respectable individuals by whom its affairs are
now administered. To the expeditions conducted through
their territory by Franklin, Richardson, and Back, their
most zealous aid has been afforded ; and the last of these
gentlemen expresses in the strongest terms his obligations
to Governor Simpson, Mr M‘Leod, and others of the Com-

* Back, chapter xil,
VOL, III
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pany’s officers. Not content with these auxiliary mea- rivers, 2
sures, they have themselves come forward with a great encumber
effort to complete what those travellers had left imperfect. four ‘mile
In the beginning of -July 1836, Governor, Simpson the reside
commissioned Mr Dease, chief factor, and Mr Simpson, was found
a near relation of his owli, with a party of twelve men, Thomas &
to set out for the northern coast. They were instructed the rest o
to spend the ensuing winter at Fort Chipewyan, on Great ing use of
Slave Lake ; and in the beginning of summer four of them and on co
were to proceed to the north-east end of Great Beal;'%k the loan
and there to prepare accommodation and provigions the 4th .
for their next winter-quarters. The remainder?were which the
to employ the favourable season in descending to the @ ocean, ex
mouth of the Mackenzie, and thence along the coast till a prosbecw
they should reach the point at which apta.m Beechey not have
had been arrested. Even if obliged to leave their boat be- Cook’s In
hind, they were provided with axes and cordage to make on the 17
rafts as well as with parchment and oil-skins for the con- The na
struction of small canoes, and afterwards they were to obligingly
repair to the winter-quarters established on Great Bear at full ler
Lake. Next summer (1838), they were to haul the boat Althou
acriipto Coppermine River, then to make for Point Turn- the effect
again, and thence to seek their way to Point Richardson, carried b
Captain . Back’s farthest station. They were supplied limits, no
with instruments of observation, and instructed to col- which bo
lect minerals and other objects of natural history. The dista
' The first part of this plan has been happily accom- straints a
plished, for on the 9th July 1837 the party reached no law bu
the most distant mouth of the Mackenzie River, in more fur
longitude 136° 36’ 45" west. On the 20th they were in bodies, de
Foggy Island Bay, the farthest point reached by Frank- demoraliz
lin, and descried a range, of mountains, which the North-we
obscunty of the weather prevented him from seeing. ed exertis
Their voyage of discovery now began. They passed a being obl
bay fifty miles broad, and discovered a new branch of 1821 an
the Rocky Mountains, which they named Pelly, from their pro
the governor of the Company. Their course then led partners -
along a law shore, composed in many places of frozen Company
mud, on which were seen the mouths of several large _ Thus the;
N\
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rivers. At length the water became so shallow and
encumbered with ice, that they could not advance above
four ‘miles a-day. Near a cape, therefore, which, from
the resident governor, they named George Simpson, it
was found necessary to end the boat-navigation ; and Mr
Thomas Simpson, with a party of five men, undertook
the rest of the journey on foot. They proceeded, mak-
ing use of their portable canoe for the crossing of rivers,
and on coming to the mouth of a broad inlet, obtained
the loan of an Esquimaux oomiak. On the morning of
the 4th August, they came in sight of Point Barrow,
which they reached ih the course of the same day. The
ocean, extending to the southward, presented so inviting
a prospect that, had such been their object, they would
not have hesitated, in their skin canoe, to have made for
Cook’s Inlet. On'the 6th they set out on their return, and
on the 17th again reached the mouth of the Mackenzie, °

The narrative of this important voyage having been
obligingly furnished to us by the Company, is inserted
at full length at the end of this velume.

Although the rivalry of the North-west Company had
the effect of inspiriting and extending the trade, it was
carried by them in many respects beyond the legitimate
limits, not serupling at open violence and blebdshed, in
which both Europeans and nhatives were alike sufferers.
The distance from all tribunals, as well as from the re-
straints and regulations of civilized society, left room for
no law but that of the strongest. Never, perhaps, was a
more furious contest waged between two mercantile
bodies, destructive alike to the interests of both, and most
demoralizing to the savage aborigines. At length the
North-west Company, in consequence of their overstrain-
ed exertions, became involved beyond their capital ; and
being obliged to yield to their rivals, they obtained in
1821 an honourable capitulation. On transferring all
their property @and means of influence, the principal
partners were admitted to shares in the Hudson’s Bay
Company, who took the inferior officers into their service.
Thus these two concerns were united, with much advan-

.‘\
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tage to the peace of the fur countries, and perhaps to the
permanent interests of the trade. A great blank was
indeed felt in the city where the partners had xesided,
and where, according to Washington Irving, they had
held huge feasts and revels, such as are described to
have taken place in Highland castles, * The hospitable
magnates of Montreal, the lords of the lakes and fo-
rests, have passed away;” and tlﬁ;%’city, as.to the fur-
trade,thas sunk into a subordinate station,*

The Hudson’s Bay Company is now the only sur-
vivor of the humerous exclusive bodies to which almost
every branch of British trade was at one time subjected.

"We profess ourselves deciedly favourable to the free
system, and jealous/of those specialties by which many
who admit the genéral principle contrive to except a vast
number of particular instances. Yet, in the present case,
there are some peculiar circumstances, which would,
there is reason to believe, make an open trade very peril-
ous, For example, it is carried on throughout vast re-
gions, far from all control of law, and tenanted by savage
races, who are easily prompted to deeds of violence. The
struggle with the North-west Company, we have seen,
filled large tracts with outrage, amounting often to blood-
shed. The article, too, by far the most prized by those
tribes, and which, amid an eager rivalry, cannot be pre-
vented from coming into the market, is spirits, the im-
moderate use of which is productive of the most dread-
ful consequences, The Company, by their present posi-
tion, obtained the opportunity, of which they have most

* laudably availed themselves, to withdraw it altogether
as an object of trade ; merely giving an occasional glass
as a treat when the natives visit the factories. They
have even prohibited it from passing, under any pretext,
to the northward, of Cumberland House on the Saskat-
chawan, so that all the settlements beyond form com-
plete temperance societies. |

Another very important specialty consists in the

* Astoria, vol. i. p. 23.
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nature of the commoditios drawn from this range of
tégritory ; namely, they are such as human industry
Wot produce, or multiply according to the demand.
The 'wild animals, which afford its staple of furs and
skins, exist only in a limited numbey, and being destined
to give way in proportion as colonizationyadvances, will
soon be thinned or even utterly exterminated. Bands of
individual hunters, with no permanent interest in the
country, capture all they can reach, young and old indis-
criminately, without any regard to keeping up the breed.
Thus the beaver, the most valuable of the furred animals,
has been nearly destroyed in Upper and Lower Canada,
and much diminished in the districts beyond the Rocky
Mountains, which are traversed by trapping parties from
the States. * The sea-otter, on the western coast, which
yielded at one time rich cargoes for the China market,
has been so injured by the continued chase of the British,
Russians, and Americans, that it has ceased to be an
article of any commercial importance. From the same
causes we understand that sea-elephants and other valu-
able animals, once found in crowds on the shores of New
South Shetland, are hardly any longer an object of pur-
suit. In Britain, we believe, various species of game
would sgon be destroyed were it not for the preserve-
laws ; restrictions which would with difficulty be en-
forced an the banks of the Mackenzie and the Assine-
boin, buring the competition of the North-west ad-
venturers, a great part even of the wooded countries
syffered severely ; but since the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany obtained the entire control, they have carefully
nursed the various animals, removing their stations
from the districts where they had become scarce, and
prohibiting all wasteful and destructive modes of cap-
ture. Particular care is taken to preserve the female
while pregnant or rearing her young. Instead, there-
fore, of being in a state of diminution, as generally
supposed, the produce is increasing, or rather recruiting,
in all their domains.

We may finally observe, that in this vast open ter-
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ritory the means of excluding rivalship are so imperfect,
that without good management and liberal dealing it
would be impossible to maintain their privilege. In
fact, Mr Irving admits, that by the legitimate applica-
tion of large capital, good organization, regular trans-
mission of supplies, with faithful and experienced ser-
vants, they have carried all before them even in the
western territory, where they are exposed to a full com-
petition from the United States. Several associations
from thence have made very active efforts to supplant
or rival them, but without success.*

The Company possess the entire jurisdiction of these
territories, unless in criminal cases, in which the courts
of Canada exercise a concurrent jurisdiction ; but the
great distance, and the imperfect means of communica-
tion, render it generally impossible to convey the offen-
der and the evidence to its fribunals. The supreme
direction is vestedin a board consisting of a governor,
deputy-governor, and seven directors, who hold their
sittings in London. A resident governor, appointed by
them, has the general superj
ments, and is assisted by log¥ councils, composed of the
principal officers in eaeli district, who meet him at
central points during his annual tours of inspection.
The acting officers consist of chief factors, each of whom
has charge of several posts, of principal and secondary
traders, and clerks. The higher offices are filled up ac-
cording to merit from the inferior ones, so that it is per-
fectly open for a clerk to rise to the rank of chief factor.
Four-fifths at least of the Company’s servants are Scots-
men, and chiefly from the northern districts. They
are reckoned the hardiest, most active, and enterprising,
and the least liable to bad habits. In general, too, they
are well educated, many of them having attended the
University of Aberdeen. The journeys performed by
these officers, and the adventures they have met with,

* Adventures of Captain Bonneville, by Washington Irving
(3 vols 8vo, London, 1837), vol. ii. p. 17-19; vol. iii. p. 267-272,
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would exhibit scenes and incidents as striking as most
of those fictitious ones which so much interest the pub-
lic. Mr Simpson, the present reésident governor, has per-
formed during his stay in that country upwards of 100,000
miles of canoe navigation. The chief officers, including
the governor himself, often endure hardships which, to
those accustomed to the comforts of civilized life, must
appear almost ineredible. They frequently spend months
without seeing the inside of a house, going to sleep
at night in the most sheltered spot they can find, wrapt
in their cloaks, and a blanket which has served during
the day as a saddle. Unless fortunate in the chase, they
have no means of obtaining food, and are sometimes
obliged to kill their dogs and horses to relieve hunger.
Yet these hardy Scotsmen will find a livelihood in dis-
tricts so desolate, that even the natives sometimes perish
for want. Parties of them have spent whole winters on
the banks of rivers or lakes, where their only suste-
nance was the fish drawn from the waters, without
bread, vegetables, or any other article,—the roasting or
boiling of the dish forming their only variety. Yetamid
all these hardships, such is their zeal in the occupation,
that a complaint scarcely ever escapes their lips.

The Indians throughout the wooded countries east of
the Rocky Mountains are almost entirely employed in
hunting the rich-furred animals, for the purpose of
selling them to the Company. A considerable number
of their young men are constantly occupied in convey-
ing the provisions and stores by water to the different
forts, and bringing back the furs there collected. At
the beginning-of winter, the season when the skins
are in the best condition, they receive a supply of pro-
visions, guns, and other necessary articles ; and in spring
bring to the several stations the produce of their chase.
The British seldom hunt, unless for sport or to supply the
table. The natives, in a great measure, are, supperted
by the Company ; and when at the forts, for traffic or
other purposes, they live at free quarters, sometimes
during three months at a time. The aliment procured
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by themselves is chiefly fish, found abundantly in the
numerous lakes and rivers. Deer, though pursued with
activity, form a precarious resource, rendered more 8o by
that improvidence which makes the hunter never think
of laying up any store of food. A party have been known,
after spearing a vast number of these animals in their
spring and autumn excursions, merely to cut out the
tongues, and allow the carcasses to float down the near-
est river ; though they knew that, two or three months
after, they would be exposed to the utmost extremities of
famine. Every Company’s post serves as an hospital, to
which they resort during sickness; and are supplied with
food and medicine. When winter arrives the diseased and
infirm are frequently left there, while the restare employ-
ed in hunting. The directors have made great efforts to
introduce vaccination, though it has been hitherto opposed
by strong prejudices ; but fresh instructions have been sent
out on this subject in consequence of the violence with
which the small-pox is raging on the border territory.
This people, since the use of spirits and jncentives to
quarrelling have been withheld, are bec01$ peaceable,
have made some progress in civilisation, and their
numbers are increasing. The Company hkave made the
most laudable efforts to instruct and civilize them, em-
ploying, at great expense, teachers and missionaries;
and notwithstanding the obstacles opposed by their
wandering life and rude habits, some success has been
attained. The whole number in the territory east of
the Rocky Mountains is estimated at 150,000,

There are other Indian tribes of a different class in-
habiting the prairie country, which, as already observed,
extends over the whole southern border, from the Red
River to the Rocky Mountains. They are numerous,
completely independent, and carry on war with all the
fierceness of the early Canadian hordes. When the
agents of the Company gre obliged to cross:this tract, they
are always well armed, and choose to travel mostly dur-
ing the night, that they may the better avoid the peril-
ous encounter of the natives. The latter subsist chiefly by
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the chase of the buffaloes, which roam in vast herds over
those wide plains. They have acquired, too, a consider-
able stock of horses, which they augment by every pos-
sible means, particularly by stealing. They are volup-
tuous as well as fierce, polygamy being generally practised
by the chiefs. Among the principal of these tribes, are
the Assineboins, Piegans, Blackfeet, Blood, Sarsee, and
Plain Cree Indians. They have lately suffered dread-
fully from small-pox, introduced from the American
gside ; and fears are entertained that the disease may
spread into the bush or forest lands.

The natives west of the Rocky Mountains are nume-
rous, fierce, and frequently wage furious war with each
other. They have also had serious conflicts with the
Company’s officers ; but the best understanding is now
established, and the-extension of their settlements is
understood to be ardently desired by them, probably with
a view to traffic. The Company have thus heen enabled
to reduce greatly their means of defence. When Fort
Latgley, on Fraser’s River, was first built, it was neces-
sary to_keep eighty men there ; now the number does
not exceed twelve.

The beaver is the main staple of the fur trade, not
owing to the value of the skin, which, in proportion to
its size, is inferior to that of the martin and sea-
otter, but from its abundance, and the large and sure
demand for it in the hat manufacture. It appears to be
indigenous in all the northern parts of this continent,
though in the settled countries, and even those open to
private hunters, it is, as we have noticed, nearly exter-
minated. There are two modes of taking it,—one by
traps, which is the easiest, and generally followed by
single adventurers. The other is what is termed trench-
ing or the ice-chisel. On a beaver-house being discover-
ed, all the canals leading from it are stopped up ; then,
with the instrument above named, it is broken into, and
the old animals speared. The young are left untouched,
and thus the breed remains uninjured ; while, in trap-
ping, both old and young equally fall victims. The Com-
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pany, therefore, have prohibited the latter operation in
all their settlements, and allow only the other and less
injurious mode of capture. The skins are divided into
parchment, or those of the old animals ; and cub, or those
of the young ones. The latter are the finest, but from
their smaller size are not of equal value with the others.
They have of course become much rarer, since their cap-
ture was prohibited.’

The martin ranks next in importance, and has the
finest fur of any land-animal in the new continent.
'T'his beautiful quadruped can be taken only by traps, laid
baited across its customary tracks, which the natives are
skilful in discovering. Its abundance depends mainly
on that of rabbits and mice, which-are its principal
food ; and as a dry season is favourable, and a wet one
injurious to the rabbit, so is it also to the martin.
Its skin is used for muffs, tippets, and other ornamental
articles, and is tisually sold in this country as sable, very
few of the real sable being imported. The mink and the
fisher are animals of the weasel species, somewhat allied
to the martin ; but the latter is much larger, though
its fur is greatly inferior in value. The fox also in this
oountry affords a few beautiful specimens, especially
those of the black or silver kind, which are the most

~valuable of any, but fo:l/i in very small numbers, while
the red and speckled arenot much prized. Mr Simpson
oonfirms Mr Wilson’s opinion, that these are all casual
varieties of one species, the different colours being often
produced in the same litter. The musquash, or musk-
rat, is found throughout the continent, but especially in
the vicinity of Hudson’s Bay ; and though the skin does
not bear a high price, the vast number taken renders
" it an article of some importance. It is a species of di-
minutive beaver, building similar houses, and gaptured
in the same manner, chiefly by spearing. The fur is
. used in the 'manufacture of inferior hats.
The bear and the wolf, those fiercer quadrupeds, form
“also profitable objects of hunting, and are killed chiefly
by means of the fowlingpiece. For the wolf, spring guns
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are much used, having a cord attached to them, to which
the bait is fastened ; and when he seizes it, the string pulls
the trigger, and the ball is discharged. These animals,
however, being extremely sagacious, have been known to
cut the cord, and carry off the bait without sustaining
injury. Bear skins are much used in the northern coun-
tries of Europe, both for warmth and ornament, particu-
larly on the outside of carriages. The hide of the wolf
is considered peculiarly fitted for knapsacks and similar
purposes, for which it is much,employed in Germany.
The sea-otter affords one of the most valuable of
American skins ; but being confined to the shores of the
Pacific, it is consequently taken only in the territory west-
ward of the Rocky Mountains, It is commonly killed
by the gun, at other times it is caught on the rocks,
but more usually it runs far out to sea, and must be
pursued till it is exhausted. The number, as already
observed, is now so much reduced as to render the chase
an object of very little consequence. The last ship from
the Columbia ‘did not bring home quite 150 of them.
The land-otter abounds on the border of all the interior
lakes ; but its skin is comparatively of little value. Itis
used for collars, linings, and other appendages of dress.
The prairie country contains only one gpecies of game,
the buffalo, herds of which roam over ft in vast num-
bers, feeding on its luxuriant herbage. It is hunted
in a bold style, on horseback, with the gun. The as-
Cailant rides up till his horse’s head is on a line with
he neck of his prey, when, pointing the muzzle of his
piece, he discharges the contents into its side, near the
heart. He then gallops off, furiously pursued, reloads,
and returns to the.attack, till the animal is despatched.
A well-trained horse, before being exhausted, will enable
him to kill twelve or fifteen of them, which he then
proceeds to cut up, and to convey the flesh and hides to
the encampment. Buffalo robes, as they are called, are
objects of Ameriean commerce, but are seldom exported
from Hudson’s Bay, as they would not pay the expense
of carriage.
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The Company have four principal stations, on all of
which a portion of their vast territory depends. These
are York Fort, Moose Fort, Montreal, and Fort Vancouver
on the Columbia ; and from each of these the materials
of trade are despatched, chiefly by canoes, to the differ-
ent houses and forts iy the interior, while all the furs
collected are sent back in return. ¢

York Fort, the most important, commands all the
vast region extending west and north of Hudson’s Bay,
bounded by the Arctiec Ocean, the Rocky Mountains,
and a line drawn from the Bay through Rainy Lake,
the territory east of which is attached to Moose Fort.
The inferior stations dependent upon it are very numer-
ous. On the coast of Hudson’s Bay are Forts Churchill
and Severn ; and almost all the numerous lakes to the
north-west have their fort or house, such as Trout, Bea-
ver, Cat, Severn, Swampy, Split, Nelson, Deer, La Rouge,
La Crosse. There are also Rock House on Hill River,
and Oxford on Holy Lake ; while on the great expanse
of the Winnipeg stand Norway and Berens River Houses,
with Fort Alexander. On the Saskatchawan are Cum-
berland, Carlton, Manchester, Edmonton, and Acton or
Rocky Mountain Houses. On the Athabasca lake are
seen Forts Chipewyan, Wedderburne, and Fond du Lac.
On the Mackenzie, in its course down to the Arctic Ocean,
appear Forts Simpson, Norman, and Good Hope. The
Indians attached to the latter approach butdo not actually
reach the shores of the northern sea, which are occupielt
by the Esquimaux, a people against whom they ente
tain a deadly enmity. The Company have never in con-
sequencd been able to open a communication with that
remote coast. On the upper part of the same river,
they have Forts Vermilion and Dunvegan, and another
Rocky Mountain House.

Moose Fort, at the most southern extremity of Hud-
son’s Bay, presides over all the country between that
vast gulf and the Canadian lakes; and on the large
branch of the former, called James’s Bay, aye Al-
bany Fort, East Main,Fort, and Rupert’s Houge. On
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the river Albany are Martin’s Fall and Osnaburgh
Houses, while on the Moose or Brunswick is New Bruns-
wick, and south-east from the latter, Frederick House,
On the small lakes named Mistassinny, Big, Wagwanapy,
Abbitibbe, and Temiscaming, are establishments of the
same names. At the north-east angle of Lake Superior,
Michipicoton, an important station, draws supplies and
provisions from the States of Michigan and Ohio, and
forwards them to the forts in its vicinity. It is sub-
ordinate, however, to Moose, transmitting thither the
furs collected in the neighbourhood. The Company
have commenced on this great lake a fishery for the
supply of Canada. On its western shore is Fort William,
and there is also a post at the Falls of St Mary. -

Ungava Bay, at the exterior entrance of Hudson’s
Strait, contains a small station for collecting the produce
of the adjacent coast of Labrador, chiefly consisting of
oil from the seal and porpoise. There are also esta-
blishments for the taking and curing of salmon, which
is sent to Quebec.

Montreal is the centre of the transactions carried on
in the Canadas ; but from the dense population of these
provinces, the Company are exposed to great rivalry, and
the game has been much thinned. Their most valuable
places of trade are those called the King’s Posts, in the
unoccupied tracts on the Lower St Lawrence. The pro-
duce of the lower shores of the same river, and of a
great part of Labrador, is collected at Quebec.

Lastly, the Company have important stations to the
west of the Rocky Mountains, though the territory on
the Columbia, as already stated, is a subject of dispute
between Britain anid the United States. Mr John Jacob
Astor, a citizen of the latter country, built near the mouth
of that river a large fort, which was named Astoria, and
became the seat of an active and prosperous trade ; but
in October 1813 it was delivered into the hands of
Mr M‘Tavish, a partner of the North-west Company,
According to Mr Irving, that gentleman, taking advan-

tage of the war between the two nations, brought
6
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against it a force which the Americans were unable to
resist, and the fort was surrendered by M‘Dougal, the
person in charge, \pn payment of 40,000 dollars for the
furs collected thére, which are said to have been of
much greater value.* We are assured, however, that
this was afransaction of simple sale, and that the price
was such as Mr Astor had every reason to be satisfied
with. Governor Simpson, when on a visit to the shores
of the Pacific, finding the situation inconvenient and the
soil barren, removed the establishment sixty miles up the
river. Here he built a fort, which he named Vancouver,
after that celebrated navigator, who made so excellent g
survey of this coast ; and in its vicinity he formed an agri-
cultural settlement, peopled by a number of the Com-
pany’s retired servants. About a thousand head of cattle
are fed, and from 30,000 to 40,000 bushels of grain
are annually raised ; hence Fort Vancouver is now the
grand depot and the centre of their operations in the
western district. Captain Wyeth, of the United States,
formed a station in the neighbourhood, on the isl-
and of Wappatoo ; but having suffered severe losses,
was obliged to sell it to the Company, who, Mr Irving
observes, maintain an unrivalled sway over the whole
country watered by the Columbia and its tributaries.
From their emporium at the Fort, detachments are sent
in every direction to supply the inferior posts, to trade
with the natives, and to trap upon the variouy streams.
These individuals thread the rivers, traverse the plains,
penetrate to the heart of the mountains, extend their
enterprises northward to the Russian possessions, and
southward to the confines of California.t = On the
Columbia théy have Forts Nez-percés, Okanagan (at
the junction of the river of that name), and Col-
ville. On Fraser’s River (which falls into the Gulf of
Georgia) and its branches are Forts Langley, Thomp-
son, Alexander, Chilcotin, St James, and Fraser. The

—h

* Astoria, vol. iii. p. 231.
+ Adventures of Bonneville, vol. iii, p. 268-271.
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principal maritime posts [are on Millbank Sound, Pu-
get’s Sound, the Gulf of G*?orgia, and Babine River.

There exists a serious controversy as to the bound-
aries of this region, which is'the more important, as the
American government has recently shown a disposition
to press its claims, and has even voted a sum of money
to erect a fort on the Columbia. The spot is not fixed,
but is to be within its tide waters, or less than 100 miles
from its mouth. We shall lay before our readers a
brief view of the leading facts connected with this
disputed point.

In 1579, Sir Francis Drake sailed along the eoast,
and named it New Albion, under which appellation it
has always been recognised and claimed by Britain. The
Spanish voyages we need not inquire into, as no demand
is at present founded upon them. Captain Cook, in 1778,
being employed to make a general survey of the shore,
in search of a north-west passage, came upon it first
in lat. 44° 33’, where his view to the north was bounded
by Cape Foulweather. Being then obliged to stand out
to sea, he again struck the land in lat. 47° 5’, whence he
proceeded to the northward. The Columbia lies be-
tween these two points, and consequently escaped his
observation.*

In July 1788, Mr Meares sailed along the same coast,
a}ld, after passing Cape Shoalwater, obtained the sight
of a large bay, which appeared highly promising. On
attempting to enter, however, the water soon shoaled to
seven fathoms, and from the masthead breakers appeared
to extend the whole way across. He gave to it, there-
fore, the name of Deception Bay, and to its northern
bounding cape, that of Disappointment.
month of September he met near Nootka an An

* Cook’s Third Voyage (4to, London, 1782), vol. ii. p. 260-262.
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which would adinit only small vessels, and that one of his
men was killed, and an officer wounded, by an attack of
‘the natives. Meares did not recognise this as his Deception
Bay, which, however, it has been since proved to be.*

In 1792, Vancouver was employed to make a minute
survey of this coast, which he executed in the mest
careful and skilful manner. At Nootka, he also met
Captain Gray,who had returned, and who furnished him
with a chart of his navigation into the Columbia. The
English grmament afterwards sailed 'southwards, and
Lieutenant Broughton having succeeded in bringing one
of the vessels'within the entrance, was instructed to ex-
plore the river as high as possible. He found Gray’s map
ve{y defective, and discovered that the point which he
had reached, instead of heing thirty-six miles above Cape
Disappointment,.as represented, was in fact only fifteen.
The entrance to this extent appeared decidedly to be no-
thing more than a bay, into which the Columbia fell ;
while the mouth of the river itself, much farther up, was
ascertained to be only half a mile wide., Mr Broughton
ascended it eighty-four miles, carefully surveyed its
banks, and took possession of the country in the name
of his Britannic Majesty.t Captain Vancouver also
considered himself entitled to take similar possession of
the whole coast.]

British traders, it appears, were also the first who
crossed the Rocky Mountains. Ip 1803, Messrs M‘Gil-
livray and Thompson set out with™ this intention ; and
though the former was arrested by illness, the latter
accomplished his journey, and gave his own name to one
river,and that of hiscompanion to another. It is manifest,
too, from the journals of Mr Harmon, that regular expedi-
tions continued to be made into this region. In 1808, he
mentions the arrival of Mr Simon Fraser and a party, who
had\reached the Pacific, and examined some part of its

* Meares’ Voya{;es (4to, London), pp. 167, 219.

+ Vancouver’s Voyage (3 vols 4to, London, 1798), vol. i. p.
2135 vol. ii. pp. 83, 56, 57, 65, 75.
+ Ibid. vol. i. p. 289.
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shores, In the following year Harmon himself crossed
the mountains, and found regular posts established on
M¢‘Leod’s, Stuart’s, and Fraser’s Lakes. In 1811, Mr
David Thompson, who originally opened this intercourse,
descended the Columbia to jits mouth, where he found
the Americans building fort of Astoria. This was
therefore the first fixed establishment formed, at least
on the lower part of the river ; but we are assured that
they never exported any furs from it, preferring to
sell all they collected to the North-West Company,
who became masters of the station, in the manner
before related.* The Americans built a fort also on
Thompson’s River, but abandoned it. Perhaps it may be
maintained, that the expedition of Lewis and Clarke, in
1805, gave themsome claim to the southern branch of the
stream named after the former traveller, with the fertile
country on its banks. But even this rests on doubtful
grounds, and they appear, from the statements just
made, to have no right whatever to the region northward
of that river. The free navigation of the Columbia is
the more important to British interests, as none of the
more northern streams can be passed even by boats to any
distance upwards. Hopes were for some time enter-
tained from the onecalled the Fraser ; but when Governor
Simpson descended it in 1828, he found the passage most
perilous, and made so many hairbreadth escapes, that it
was not judged prudent to attempt returning by the same
way. The territory immediately to the north of the
Columbia is named New Georgia. Farther, in the same
direction, are New Hanover, New Cornwall, and New
Norfolk, names given by Cook, Vancouver, and other
British explorers, the interior of which is indisputably
ours, but the Russians possess the coast, in virtue of
the discoveries of Behring, and as secured to them by
the treaty of 1825. This cession, however, has not pre-
vented the Company from establishing a number of fish-
ing-stations along the shore.

* Harmon’s Voyages and Travels, pp. 173, 194, 195, 220.
YOL. III. F
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Besides these trading stations, the same body have an
important agricultural settlement on the Red River,
which rises within the territory of the United States, and,
flowing northward, joins the Assineboin, after which
the united stream falls into Lake Winnipeg. Here,
in 1813, the late Earl of Selkirk established a colony,
which suffered severely from the hostility of the Indi-
ans and of the North-west adventurers. (Some years
ago, the Company adopted the plan of ing lots of
land to meritorious servants retired from active duty ;
and many, not only Indians, but Europeans who had
married native women, gladlyaccepted this boon. Hence
the colony, within a short period, rose from a population
of 500 to not less than 5000. The grants consist of about
100 acres each, with six chains frontage on the water,
and reaching a mile inland, while the whole extends
about forty miles along the river. A sure market for
their surplus produce is secured by the demand for
provisions to the several settlements. The colonists, in-
cluding the Indians, profess Christianity, and follow the
habits of civilized life. Thirteen schxols and seven
places of worship, Protestant and Catholic, are main-
tained by the Directors. A strict watch must be kept
against the Indians of the prairie, who however cannot
make head in open contest against the superior arms and
discipline of the settlers, This establishment is under
the jurisdiction of a separate governor and council, sub-
ordinate, however, to the governor resident at York
Fort ; and it is divided into four districts, with two ma-
gistrates over each.

. The Company’s vessels, carrying out the supplies and
stores to Hudson’s Bay, sail from London on the 1st
June, so as to arrive about the end of August, when
the navigation becomes every where open. They then
deposit their cargoes, which remain in store till the com-
mencement of the ensuing season ; when in return they
receive furs and other articles which have been brought
from the interior, and commence their vogage to
England if possible before the end of September. The
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ships employed in the trade of the western territory
that, namely, which stretches along the shores of th(:
Pacific Ocean, leave the river Thames in the month of
November, and sailing round Cape Horn, arrive at Fort
Vancouver in thg following May. In the return voy-

a similar order is observed. Consulting the conve-
nience of the trade and the periodical nature of the pre-
vailing winds, the shippers leave Nootka Sound and the
mouth of the Columbia, towards the close of the year
and reach London about the beginning of summer. It’:
is thus manifest, that two vessels must be employed in
accomplishing the exchange of an annual cargo. As to
the principal commodities obtained in these distant re-
gions, it may be observed, that they are in general the
same as those on which the Hudson’s Bay Company set
the greatest value in other parts of their territory, The
skin of the sea-otter has always brought a high price
being esteemed the most precious species of peltry to be
found on the western borders of America. The best
market for it in former times was China ; but until the
East India trade was thrown open, no inducement was
presented to British ships to carry a cargo thither, not
being allowed to load in any port of that empire. H,ence
th? North-west Company for several years chartered a
ship from Boston, through which they carried on the
traffic ; but of late, owing to the causes alréady assigned
th.e savage mode of capture and the devastation com-
mitted by private interlopers, the quantity has become
so small, as no longer to repay the expenses of such a
\voyage.

The following is an account of the furs ex

f
| sale by the Hudson’s Bay Company in Deoemm tl(l’fr: '
, four years 1834-5-6-7 :—




SKINS OF

Fox,

e Otl 4 ’
Béaver. S::l; ;:‘ & Fo;:; Musquash. | Bear. | Ermine. . . Badger.

30,658 803 | 6,977 | 369,266 | 4846 | 386
35,734 261 | 1,594 | 255,369 | 1537 | 105 . 9
6,896 | 1,021 2 .. 39,457 | 68| .. ' .d ..
25,000 | 5,000 .o 300 30,000 | 1000 oo 150

98,288 | 64,490 8,871 694,092 491 1069
32,890 6,319 | 888,947 s : 1093 | 495
17,709 | 24,780 | 5,581 2,147 161,079 od 45 3
C ,309 | 4,854 | 1,458 18 31,620 op 79 .o 8B ..
Columbia, about, 21,000 | 6,500 [ 2,500 220 30,000 .ot 100 | 200

78,908 | 61,005 | 15,487 8,704 | 1,111,646 | .. 1263 | 698 | 4703

1836.
York Fort*.....

17,951 | 36,131 | 4,797 | 164 | 1,821 | 117,640 498 | .. | 73 X 9,064 | 15| 1) ‘ig
1,205 664 e

7,112 | 8,118 157 153 23,347 oo 8| ..
21,000 | 8,500 | 2,500 | 150 250 20,000 .o 2,500 100 | 200

46,063 | 52,749 | 8,432 | 471 | 1,924 160,996 ' >e 12,228 143 | 201 ’ 12

38,786 | 85,658 | 8,744 | 1746 | 21,790 .. | 4558 | 24,639 | 15,614 2039 | 547 | 6591
17,191 | 46,856 | 4,390 | 155 632 .. | _821| 5,666 | 8,713 6 7 9
anada. 6,950 | 14,654 | 1,300 36 139 . T 236 82| 1,423 21 s A

Columbia, about| 20,000 | 9,000 | 1,500 | 210 300 ¥. 500 | 1,500 | 2,000 100 | 200

82,927 156,168 | 15,934 | 2147 | 22.861 | 838,549 ' 7563 | .. | 6115 | 31,887 | 27,750 | 7031 | 2166 | 754 | 6600 i

' The Company also imported beaver-coat to the amount in the last year of 304 Ibs. 3 J‘:utnmm, 2788 1bs. ; isinglass, 2684 1bs. ; sea-horse teeth, 461 1bs. ;
bed-feathers, 16,641 1bs. ; goose and swan quills{ 1,259,000 ; oil, 26 tuns. ]

Ships not arrive his year.

AHOLIYYEL AVYH S NOSANH

.
L

— =3 T ) 2 FESSEESEE S "4
zzssessses] 7 |E8o i FifEiiefSggEo8RER S 3
EESESREE ? Qo & (ig w: -5 5§ g °-§.5'§$8”S S8 e
3 9—-0_’;2’,8:‘?8"00 ‘ G-g gnua'?-—-< =
EE RN QRIS EI E xS & 3’25-'?.885 B o g, °® ol T
: ¥l EEEE Y. v age. 8 B8 S Cmup = a




RECENT DISCOVERY AND PRESENT STATE.

97

The value of furs, which are mostly articles of luxury,
varies in an extraordinary manner with the changes of
fashion. Mr M‘Culloch, on good authority, states that
the price fluctuates in the course of a single year from
100 to 300 per cent. ; and we are assured that this range
is often exceeded. The following has been obligingly
furnished to us by the Company as the average prices
of each description in the sales of 1836, which are consi-
dered as affording a good general idea of the course of
the trade :—
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The following view of the shipping and the official
value of the trade for a series of years, is compiled from
the Colonial Tables for 1834 :*—

800
838,540 ' 7563 | .

Ships not arrive

Shipping.
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CHAPTER III
On Emigration to the British North American Colonies.

Advantages of Kmigration—Classes of Emigrants—Prospects of a
Settler in the middling Rank—Choice of Land—Situations best
suited for him—Estimates of Expenses and Profits—Outfit re.
quired—Modes of obtaining Credit—Terms of Government and
the €Companies—Emigration of Half.pay Officers—Of 'distressed

'Farmers—Of Persons of Capital—Of labouring Settlers—Ad-
vantages of their Situation—Their means of purchasing and
clearing Land—Pauper Emigrants—Parties sent out by Govern-
ment—Military and Naval Pensioners—Plan formed by Mr
Buller—Observations—Conveyance of the Emigrant—Modes
and Expenses of Passage—Of Journey into the Interior from
Quebec—From New York—The Canada and British American
Land Companies—Comparison between Canada and the United
States—Observations on Lord Durham’s Statements—Numbers
of Emigrants for the last Seventeen Years—Quarters to which
they went—Emigration to Nova Scotia— New Brunswick—
Prince Edward Island—Newfoundland and Hudson’s Bay.

EmieraTiON obviously gives birth to the most import-
ant of the relations which subsist between Great Britain
and her North American colonies; and without entering
into any abstract views on the principle of population,
we cannot hesitate to consider it as a process which, for
many years and even ages, must be mutually beneficial.
Britain can conveniently spare every season not less than
50,000 or 60,000 of her inhabitants, retaining a suf-
ficient number for every useful purpose, and with much
advantage to those who remain behind. The adventurers,
too, will form on the other side of the Atlantic a great
»and flourishing people, imbued with the laws, letters,
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manners, and all the acquirements which have raised
their native country high among the nations, A portion
even of our superfluous capital, which sometimes seeks
employment in distant and even chimerical objects,
might be very advantageously invested in the culture and
improvement of those valuable colonies.

Admitting, however, the national benefits of emigra-
tion, it remains a very important question, what are the
individuals or classes to whom it affords advantages
sufficient to compensate for leaving their native land ;
and what course they ought to follow in order to
realize these benefits. This is a point on whieh the
reader may reasonably expect us to throw some addi-
tional light ; and we can in truth assert, that we have
considered it as anxiously as if all our own prospects
had been involved in its solution. To arrive at any
fixed conclusion, however, has been by no means easy.
The materials are ample ; but they are furnished by
individuals usually more or less prepossessed on one
side, and in many instances incapable of expressing their
ideas with precision, or even of forming any distinct or de-
cided opinion on so perplexed a subject. We have endea-
voured, however, by carefully collating opposite state-
ments, by making allowance for the obvious partialities
of different writers, by fixing upon ascertained facts and
points in which all parties agree, to draw up for the in-
tending emigrant a reasonable view of what he may expect
to meet with in the settlements beyond the Atlantic.

The individuals who usually migrate into that new
region may be divided into two classes,~~those belonging
to the labouring order, and those who seek to support
themselves in the middling rank of society. The former
go in the view of obtaining each a spot “which he can
cultivate with his own hands, subsisting chiefly on its
produce : the latter hope, by the application of skill
and capital, and by engaging the aid of others, to carry on
operations on a larger scale, and to draw from their pro-
perty a portion of the conveniences and even elegances
of life, The former comprise the more extensive, and
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indeed the more important branch of the subject ; but
as the latter will lead us to view it under a greater va-
riety of lights, we shall most conveniently direcébour
first attention to it. "

No one, who has made any observation on the present
state of this country, can have failed to observe the
extreme difficulty which the middling classes find to

- support their place in society, and particularly to enable
their sons to succeed them in stations of well-remune-
rated employment. The reduced scale of the army and
navy, and the rigid economy now introduced into all the
departments of the government, have withdrawn many
former sources of income. Manufactures and trade,
even when prosperous, can be carried on with adyantage
only on a large scale, with low profits upon an extensive
capital. Hence there remain only the learned profes-
sions, with the officers and clerks employed by banks,
insurance companies, and similar establishments ; and, in
these pursuits, the increase of population and the num-
ber thrown out from other occupations cause an eager
competition. This is increased by the general diffusion
of information among the inferior classes, many of whom,
by merit and address,compete successfully for thesehigher
appointments,—a state of things which may be, on the
whole, advantageous, as securing for national purposes a
greater degree of talent ; but it obviously increases the
pressure on the middling ranks already severely felt.

Among, the numerous young men, however, thus
languishing for want of employment, there are proba-
bly not a few who possess or could command a small
capital of from £500 to £1000, and who have the degree
of judgment and industry requisite to superintend the
labours of agriculture. It becomes then an interesting
question, whether Canada affords the means of attain-
ing that independence, and earning those conveniences,
which their native country denies to them. On this
subject, and every thing connected with it, a great
variety of opinions prevails ; but on comparing all to-
gether, we ghall state grounds for concluding that, with
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a due degree of skill and perseverance, the emigrant
in this rank will find the means, not indeed of rising to
wealth, but of placing himself in a comfortable and
independent situation.

The cultivator in Canada stands in very different
circumstances from either the proprietor or farmer in
Britain. He obtains an estate in full and perpetual
property for a smaller sum than the annual rent
which he would here be obliged to give for it. After
paying this price, however, he must exjend at least
three times as much in clearing and bring g it into a
state of cultivation. Even then it will not yield him
rent ; it will be merely a farm for him to cultivate,
with the very important advantage indeed of its being
wholly his own, and no landlord to pay. The taxes
are extremely light, when compared to those which
press on the English farmer. But in return for these
benefits, he must give to his servants considerably
higher wages, and will even have no small trouble in pro-
euring them on any terms. What is worse, he obtains
for his produce much lower prices, and even these with
difficulty, because the supply of grain and provisions in
a region so wholly agricultural must move and more
exceed the demand within the country itself. These
commodities, indeed, will always find a market among
the dense population of Britain, to which they are now
admitted on payment of easy duties; and, in point of
fact, the price must be.finally ruled by what they will
sell for here. After paying the expense of transportation
across the Atlanti®, added to that of conveying them
from the place of production to the ports of Montreal or
Quehee, there is little prospect that the finest wheat of
Upper Canada will permanently bring in this country
more than 50s. per quarter. Deducting the duty, 5s.,
freight, 10s., carriage from even a fayourable situation
in the interior, 8s., we have only 27s., or about 3s. 4d.
per bushel left to the cultivator.

Under these circumstances, it has become a prevail-
ing opinion, and maintained' by many as an indisputable




102 ON EMIGRATION TO THE

maxim, that a Canadian proprietor cannot cultivate
with advantage by means of hired servants, but must
himséelf perform the full task of a common labourer.
Those only are represented in the way of well-doing
who have constantly in their hands the axe or the
plough, whose ladies are seen milking the cows,
churning, and performing the humblest menial offices.
We must. frankly say that, if such be the necessary
lot of a settler in Canada, we cannot but concur
with Captain Hall in thinking it unfit for the class
now under consideration. Can it be supposed that
a young man, accustomed to refined society, should
renounce friends and country, and remove to a remote
land, not to improve his condition, but to reduce him-
self to the level of a common labourer?! How can he
expect a fair partner, accustomed perhaps to value
somewhat too highly the immunities of a refined so-
ciety, to share with him so hard and humble a lot? We
most readily admit that the labouring classes have
within their rege¢h the best blessings of lif¢, and are
often happier than those called their superors. Still
the desire of exemption from bodily toil, and of enjoy-
ing a portion of the conveniences and elegances of life,
is natural, and has a salutary effect in stimulating to
activity and invention. The lively author of the “ Back-
woods,” a zealous advocate of the working system, admits
the hardship of a young gentleman, employed * to chop
down trees, to pile brush-heaps, split rails for fences,
dressed in a coarse over-garment of hempen cloth called
a logging-shirt,and a Yankee straw hat flapped over his
eyes.,” We cannot help thinking, that this ingenious
lady is somewhat too severe on those of her own sex
who, without her internal resources and powers of
reflection, could not accommodate themselves to the
hard and dreary life consequent upon this system. In
short, we may observe that if land in Canada will pay
nothing but the mere'manual labour put upen it, it is"
fitted only for the peasant settler, and can never afford
an income for a person of better rank, This opinion
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herself, when, after an experiment of three years, she
concludes, thatfor a gentleman a small income is almost
mdxspensa.ble,—a good one desirable ; this'last a case
not very likely to occur.*

Notwithstanding these welght& authorities, we do
not hesitate to assert that in farming on such a scale |
as will remunerate a person i the mxddlmg rank, his’
devoting h#mself to constant hodily labour' is not only
unneoessary, but decidedly injurious. It is admitted,
we suppose, that, in our own country, upon an extent of
150 to 200 acres, the tasks of planning, arranging, in-
_specting, and finding a proper/market for the produce,

afford very full pation. to a single individual. But

in a Canadian f: O:ﬁx all these operations are much
more ar&uous and dxfﬁcult The business cannot be
reduced into the same fixed routine ; a greater varlety
of produce, both in grain and live stock must be/reared ;
servants, less steady, and oftener changed require much
stricter superintendence ; markets are not found without
more difficulty, and at a greater distance, To perform all
these fu‘gtlons carefully and well, on a property of this
extent, must, we apprehend, keep the owner’s hands
very full. To attempt to combine with them the daily
task of a common labourer, seems to ensure their beiné‘
executed in an imperfect and slovenly manner, an
consequently the whole concern greatly mismanaged.
The newly-arrived emigrant is indeed told that the other
is the approved mode, and that if he wishes to thrive
in the country he must follow its customs. The funda-
mental principles of rural economy, however, cannot. be
changedby the interposition of the Atlantic. The ori-
ginal seftlers in Upper Canada were mostly ‘of the less
‘ opulen,t class, who could cultivate theirlots only by the
labour of thelr own hands. A few of them, who, by extra-
ordinary exertion, hgve risen to some degree of wealth,

seems confirmed by the judgment of the 130ed lady

* Backwoods of Canada, pp. 178-184, 282, Shirreff, p. 348.
Talbot, vol. ii. p. 241, Hall’ s}')l’mvels, vol. i. p. 323,

AN
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retain still probably their primitive habits and maxims,
and represent their success as connected with the hard
personal labours which they then underwent. These are
held forth as the models to becmowed by the young cul-
tivator. « But a general rule cahnot be founded on‘a few
cases where peculiar energy and activity were displayed.
With an average allotment of these qualities, such as we

are generally entitled to expect, the union of the intellec-

tual and djreeting with the manual and operative depart-
ment can rarely succeed. We are convineed that a person
of competent judgment, devoting himself wholly to the
former, would raise on the same ground a considerably
larger produce thap one who, exhausted by daily toil,
should follow only in a rough way the mechanical rou-
tine observed among hist neighbours. He would thus
create a surplus applicable to his own profit ; and we are
convinced that it is only by the exertions<of such a
class that any improvement can be exp%d in the sys-
tem of Canadian culture, which is admitted on all hands
to be at present exceedingly defective.

In estimating, however, the plans and views of such a
settler, several circumstances must be taken into con-
sideration, and, i» particular, the situation of his proper-
ty. The Canadian districts are classed under two heads.
The first, called the Bush, comprehends those situated
in the depth of the forest, where towns and markets
are distant, and reached only by roads which are almost
impassable. To compensate the obvious disadvantages of
this locality, settlers obtain a greater choice of good land
at a considerably lower rate ; a party of friends or neigh-
bours can cluster together ; and they have every prospect
that sooner or later the communications will be much im-
proved, that villages will spring up in their vicinity, and
their estates be thereby raised in value. These considera-
tions may justly weigh with certain classes of emigrants,
but for those now under consideration they are far over-
balanced by the disadvantages. In such a position, there
is much greater difficulty in procuring hired labour,

. while its price must be higher, because the“workmen

L}
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\xims, _

. hard : are not only fewer, but more generally aim at having
38 are land of their own. Hence the expense of clearing ground
g cul- in the several districts has been stated as differing to the
-a few extent of £2 an acre ; and while the cost of raising the
layed. produce is thus augmented, its price or money value is
as we greatly diminished. Cash indeed is scarcely ever seen in
tellec- the remoter parts. It may at first view seem singular
epart- that there should be abundance of commodities worth
person money, and yet not able to procure it ; but we may
to the observe, that gold and silver will purchase any thing in
erably every quarter of the world, while the products of a
y toil, landed estate are of value only on the spot$ the mer-
J rou- chant, thergfore, may give goods produced in the same

1 thus vicinity, but he cannot give money..: Connected with
wé are this want is the impossibility of procuring many of the
uch a elegances and luxuries of life, portions of which have by
1e 8ys- the middling ranks come to be viewed in the light of

hands . necessaries. Mr Pickering mentions that tea, when sold
at Buffalo, cost 4s., att Port Talbot 6s. per 1b. Salt at
such a the former place was 9s., at the latter £1, 2s. 6d. a barrel.

0 con- The settler may have plenty of food and homespun cloth,
rroper- but almost every other commodity will be beyond his
heads. reach. Theseobservations are not indecd to be understood
tuated in their utmost rigour, for in every district a certain

arkets amount of money, or at least of foreign articles, may be
almost obtained in exchange:for the surplus produce. The
ages of merchant, however, in fixing the value, makes a large
d land deduction on account of the longand difficult conveyance ;
neigh- and besides, as he carries on trade on a small scale and
rospeot - without competition, he exacts high profits, and has the
«ch im- farmer a good deal at his mercy. Commercial transactions

5y, and ‘ in all the country districts of America are usually carried
gidera- on by an individual named a storekeeper, who keeps an
grants, assortment of all the commodities likely to be wanted,

r over- and receives in return the produce of the cultivator. Thls

, there mode of proceeding still farther supersedes the neoessxty
labour, of employing cash as a medium of exchange.

rkmen Compared to the various disadvantages now. stated,
) the gentleman settler, who must take with him a cer-
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tain amount of capit&l, ought not to regard even a con-
siderable difference in the price of the land, because, as
already observed, it forms the smallest part of the out-
lay requisite for bringing it into a productive state.
With regard to the contingent expectation of a future
rise ‘in value, this can only take place upon the low
original price, and therefore-can never be of very great
amount. Besides, along with the general advance of
the country, the settled distri¢ts,\and those in thg vici-
nity of towns, will acquire also an additional ¥alue.
At all events, a rise in theland is of little importance to
him, if it ceases to be his,—an issue to which a long
course of heavy expenses and scanty produce is very
likely to lead.* .

We have thought it the more necessary to dwell upon
these considerations, as they seem to have escaped alarge
proportion of the opulent settlers recently attracted to-
wards Canada. Under the influence of vague and spe-
culative hopes, they have made it their ambition toplunge
into.the extreme west and thé heart of the hush, and
seem to have imagined that the farther they placed
themselves beyond every vestige of culture and civilisa-
tion, the greater advantages did they secure. A letter
in 1834 states that almost all the emigrants of capital

. ' were hastening to the London District, a territory per-

haps the most decidedly woodland of any in Canada.
Settlers in these wilds encounter peculiar and extreme
hardships, being deprived of every accommodation to
which they had been accustomed, sometimes even Th
want of common necessaries, and in danger of starvation.
At different times pork, flour, or tea are wanting, when
the weather cuts off all communication with the store ;
and the ox-wagon, in travelling thence with supplies, is
often so shaken that the contents are strangely mingled.

. Rice, sugar, currants, mustard, are jumbled together ;

and the next pudding perhaps proves to, be seasoned

e

® Shirreff, pr. 363, 380-387. Backwoods, p. 211, Piekering,
p 75. Counsel for Emigrants, pp. 39, 43, 62, 81, 95.
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with pepper, and even rappee. However, while their

A con- _ money lasts they can make their way, and clear a certain
18€, &3 portion of land, which yields in plenty the rude neces-
> out~ | saries of life. But they have no means to recruit their
state. | exhausted purse, or secure any supply of the comforts
uture " and elegances to which they had been accustomed. If,
2 low _in anticipation of prosperity, they have incurred any
great 4 extent of pecuniary obligation, their situation becomes
ce of extremely embarrassing, and may issue in the entire loss
vici- of their property.
alue. Important, however, as a marketable situation appears,
1ce to it ought by no means to be procured by any great sacrifice
long as to the quality of the land ; for, as Mr Talbot justly
very states, it is vain for a cultivator to be near a market if
he has little or nothing to carry toit. It hasbeen already
upon mentioned, that after paying the original price, a much
large larger sum, nearly equal in every case, must be expended
:d to- in bringing the land under cultivation. Thus there
| spe- i liftle difference between the cost of good and had soil,
lunge while the former only, under existing disadvantages,
1, and ever can remunerate the settler. It isa grievous thing,
laced as Mr Shirreff observes, to incur heavy labour and expense
rilisa- in clearing a spot, and then find it worth little. The
letter | settler, therefore, who brings with him a certain amount
apital of capital, practises a most wretched economy when he
r per- hesitates to pay such an original price as will secure
nada. both a good situation and good land. If a small sacrifice
ireme must be made, it should rather be“on the former. A
on to "larger produce will pay for a small addition on the cost
:n h of transport, and time may remedy the one evil, but will
ation. never make a bad soil good. Some sacrifice of this kind
when may often be necessary ; since, as Mr Fergusson remarks,
tore ; on the immediate banks of lakes and rivers it is not un-
ies, is frequently light and sandy, whence arises the necessity
igled. of going somewhat into the interior in order to find the
ther ; more valuable description.*

soned In consequence of the views now stated, it becomes a

——

tering, * Backwoods, p. 124. Shirreff, p, 171.  Fergusson, p. 270.
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highly important question what are the market or cash
districts (as they are sometimes called), in contradistinc-
tion to those in the dush. In regard to Canada, the to-
pographical details already given must throw important
light on the subject ; and to these some general obser-
vations shall now be added. The shipping ports of Mon-
treal or Quebec form the central points, by proximity
to which the advantages of all sites in either province are
to be estimated ; and next to this is a location on navigable
waters having a ready communication with them. The
banks of the St Lawrence between these two cities are
occupied to a considerable depth inland by the French
seigniories. - Land, however, in the vicinity of Montreal
may still be procured, having the advantages of a ready
market ; but from this very circumstance it cannot be
purchased under a price varying from £10 to £20 an acre,
a rate beyond the reach of most emigrants. It may be
rented indeed at 10s. or 12s., and Mr Shirreff is of opinion
that farming may therebe carried on with advantage ; but v
in a country where land may be obtained in full property
at so cheap a rate, the British settler is not likely to be
content with this dependent tenure.* His object, there-
fore, must be sought somewhat farther in the interior.
The parts of the Eastern and Johnstown districts along
the bank of the St Lawrence enjoy perhaps the best situa-
tion as regards proximity to market of any in Upper Ca-
nada ; and their advantage'in this respect will be further
improved on the completion of the canal now in progress
for overcoming the obstructions il the navigation of that
river. This tract, however, labours under the veryserious
drawback of being decidedly inferior in soil and climate
to the more western territories. The former deficiency,
it is true, will appear from our topographical survey to
be by no means universal, the idea having been in some
measure suggested by the rugged aspect of the imme-
diate banks. Matilda and other districts appear to con-
tain a considerable extent of fine land yet unoccupied.

* Shirreff, p. 354,
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r cash The climate operates chiefly to prevent the .raising of
listine- wheat so fine as to beat the cost of \transportation to
the to- Europe ; but this is of less moment since live stock has
»ortant begun to be considered the more profitable branch, On
obser- » the whole, therefore, we incline to think that settlers of
f Mon- capital, in their eagerness to push westWard.and into
ximity the bush, have bestowed too little attention on this por-
nce are tion of territory.
vigable The banks of the Ottawa on both sides as far up as
The Hull, and including those of its tributary the Rideau,
ies are appear to possess similar advantages. Some demand
French for produce is also made by the lumberers'who pass
ontreal to and from the upper tracts on this river. The soil
» ready and climate seem to call for nearly the same obser-
anot be vations as have been made on the two preceding

M acre, districts.

may be The shores of Lake Ontario, including a space vary-
opinion ing from ten to twenty miles inland, afford good scope
ge; but for a settler of moderate capital. This territory,
roperty though not uniformly fertile, contains a large extent of
ly-to be excellent soil with a comparatively mild climate, and as
'y there- the rigorous season is shorter, winter wheat even of fine
terior. quality may be produced. Toronto and Kingston, now
ts along considerable towns, present a ready market, through the
st situa- medium, too, of respectable merchants, who are known
»per Ca- "to deal on liberal terms. The river Trent and the Rice

 further Lake might perhaps be viewed as enlarging the sphere
progress of eligible settlement somewhat beyond the limits now
1 of that stated, but we could scarcely recommend to a gentleman
y serious to go far beyond Peterborough. The vicinity of the city
. climate first mentioned, and the goodness of the road called Yonge
ficiency, Street, may indeed carry the range a little farther in

urvey o that direction ; though we doubt whether it would be

in some advisable to go to the remoter shores of Lake Simcoe.
e imme- Gore District, when it passes Burlington Bay, must, we
r to con- suspect, be considered as mere bush.

secupied. Beyond Ontario, the shores of Lake Erie, even since

— the completion of the Welland Canal, cannot be recom-
mended without some hesitation. The distance from
VOL. III. G
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Montreal becomes great, and as the goods could scarcely
be conveyed without transhipment, the tolls of three
canals must be paid. At all events, it is only the lands
closely adjoining this great lake that appear to afford
a profitable site for the more opulent settlers ; for the
interior of the London District, including even the banks
of the Thames, must still, we suspect, be clgssed with
the bush-territory. Mr Shirreff found thay wheat bore
a very low price there, and that it was mov%:er difficult
to be procured. The shores of Lake Hurom must also
be included under the same description. \

It ought, however, to be observed, that these limits
may be considerably modified by the great works men-
tioned in the commercial chapter as being contemplated
for extending the communications of Upper Canaga.
These unfortunately are now at a stand for want of
means ; but if the plans of Lord Durham be carried into
effect we may hope to see them all accomplished on an
augmented scale.

It will be proper to consider under this view the
Eastern Townships of Upper Canada. Their situation
is peculiar, owing to the banks of the St Lawrence
and of the Richelieu being oceupied by the French
seigniories, having a tract of inferior ground in their rear.
The townships are thus thrown much inland, and their
products can be brought to market only by a land-car-
riage varying from 60 to 120 miles. The roads too have
hitherto been bad ; but the British American Land Com-
pany have been employed in making a very good one
from Port St Francis to Sherbrooke, and in improving
the others, The evil also is much mitigated by the
circumstance that cattle, which form the main staple
- of this territory, can convey themselves to market,
and, even if killed, the salted meat contains much more
value in the same bulk than grain. Yet we should
hesitate in advising settlers of the more opulent class
to proceed farther than Melbourne and Shipton on the
side of Port St Francis, or beyond Shefford if proceeding
from Montreal. Here they will find good land, which,
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d scarcely when the promised improvements m{o?niﬂeted, will not
s of three be much more than fifty miles from a port on the St
- the lands Lawrence. With regard to the other colonies, every
+ to afford thing connected with emigration will be treated sepa-
33 for the rately at the close of this chapter."

the banks Several individuals well acquainted with Canada have
gssed with formed estimates of the profit likely to be secured from
vheat bore cultivating a farm in that country, and although these
er difficult calculations do not possess the precision which could be
_must also wished, it may be advantageous to notice them before
N producing one, which we shall attempt to found on data
1ese limits generally admitted even by conflicting parties.

rorks men- Mr Talbot, who for five years carried on farming

itemplated operations in the London District, has given an outline
»r; Canada. which rests apparently on his own experience. He
r want of supposes -that out of 500 acres 100 are cultivated ; and

:arried into assuming that three servants will be necessary, he reckons
shed on an that forty acres well managed will raise food for them

and a family consisting of eight members. Of the
3 view the remaining sixty he considers that the same number may

r situation be laid out in wheat yielding twenty-five bushels an acre,

Lawrence which, at 2s. 6d., will produce £125. He allows no-
he French thing for the remaining twenty ; but to this we shall not
| their rear. object, as twenty-five bushels an acre is perhaps a liberal

, and their allowance. The wages of the three servants would amount
a land-car- to £90, leaving £35 for clothing and other supplies ;
ds too have from which premises we are surprised to find him draw-
Land Com- ing the conclusion, that it is as well to leave land unculti-

vy good one vated as to work it by means of hired labour.* From the
. improving hundred acres thus improved he has derived a plentiful
ited by the supply of food for a family of eight persons, besides a
main staple surplus in money. The latter is no doubt very small ;

to market, but we may observe that the calculation is founded on
much more the returns of a bush farm in the London District, and

we should consequently supposes wheat worth only 2s. 6d. per .
yulent class bushel. If we substitute 3s. 4d., which we have shown
pton on the will, in all probability, be the minimum in a better situ-

' proceeding - ——

and, which, _ * Vol ii. pp. 240, 241.
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ation, we shall have an addition of £41,- With the dif-
ficulties of the same position there seems connected the

impossibility of cultivating more than a hundred jacres ;
but if we add thirty-five, eight of these will be A laige

e
allowance for the food o? the man and labouring cattje .

employed on it. Then, according to his estimate, two-
thirds of the remainder, or eighteen acres, would produce
450 bushels of wheat, which, valued at 3s. 4d., would
amount to £75. Allow £30 for the man’s wages, a.nd there
will remain £45, whichadded tothe £35 and the £41 makes
£116 ; a very adequate provision where the ground Yields
food, the forest suppliesfuel and materials for a habitation,
and where the female members of the household may
he expected to fabricate some portion of clothing.

Mr Pickering, an experienced farmer, who spent
some time in Canada, has formed another estimate, pre-
senting the subject in a much more flattering light, on
which, however, we cannot advise the emigrant to place
full reliance. He supposes that a settler shall purchase
a farm of 200 acres, seventy of which are cleared, and
that the work is to be all performed by contract, which,

with seed and other expenses, will amount to 563 dollars.” |

The produce he states as follows :—

T'wenty acres of wheat, 18 bushels per acre, sometimes 30, at
3 dollar per bushel, 270
Ten acres of clover seed at 2 bushels per acfp and 7 dollars
per bushel, : 140
Six acres of Indian corn, 25 bushels per acre, 150 bushels at
} dollar, . . . 75
Thirty store pigs for fattemng next semon, 30
Thirty fat hogs, weighing at least 200 1bs. each (or 1 barrel),
30-barrels at 12 dollars per barrel, - 360
blx cows, butter and cheese for summer, 60
oke of fat oxen 60 dollars (besides a cow or two killed for
t%e house), .
Twenty Jam s, 20 dol]ars,-20 ﬂeeces, 20 dollars, . 40
Geese,—feathers,—eggs,—fowls, &c. : . 10

One year’s farm produce, . . . 1045
Ditto expenses, . R . 3 . 563

Surplus, dollars, . . 482

Mr Inches having with the utmost severlty attacked
this estimate, substituted another which wears indeed a
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very gloomy aspect,; Unfortunately his calculation, as
well as Mr Pickering’s, is rendered extremely compli-
cated by his including the original outfit on a farm par-
tially cleared, whereas the object of our inquiry is to
ascertain what the settler’s permanent situation will be,
after his land has been brought into regular cultivation.

BRITISH NORTH AMEKICAN COLONIES. *

As the cost and difficulty of the first establishment will be*

made a separate question, we shall throw out every charge
on both sides that is not strictly annual. Mr Inches in-
sists that the expenses will not be less than 1007 dollars,
nor the produce more than 276, creating to the farmer a
loss of 731 dollars. But it is manifest that, though he has
succeeded in cutting down several of his opponent’s items,
he has in many of his strictures gone. greatly too far.

In regard to the outlay, he reprobates the system of
doing every thing by contract as inconvenient, precarious,
and even impracticable, and decidedly prefers that of
hired servants., But he certainly proceeds beyond the
proper limits when he requires/four labourers, including
the-owner and an able-bodied son (whose wages too are
charged as expenses), upon a farm of 200 acres, and that
partly under sheep pasture.” According to every other

estimate which we have seen, two men would be suffi- «

cient, being conmderably more than are employed on the
same extent of land in England. Mr Inches insists that
150 dollars must be expended for corn and hay to cattle,
not adverting to the fact that Mr Pickering has devoted to
this purpose four acres of grain and eight of timothy grass,
for the produce of which he makes no money\claim.
Throwing out, for the reason above stated, the girdling of
trees and the interest on purchase-money, as temporary

expenses, we shall, on comparing together the two state-y

ments, attempt to substitute the following :—

Dollars.
,Seed (Mr Pickering), 53

7 Tear and wear of stock (Mr Inches), . 30
Salt, & 10
W of two men . 228
Their boaed, . . 146

467

[

7
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The estimate of produce is treated by Mr Inches with
still greater severity ; but unluckily his chief arguments
are founded on the peculiar case of a settler entering on
a new farm, and on the improbability of his finding it
in a desirable state of preparation. This hypothesis, it
is obvious, limits the question to a single year. On
future occasions the colonist will have the means of
arranging these matters as he judges best ; and proceed-
ing on this ground, we may remark that wheat seems
not too highly rated at 3s. 44d. a-bushel, while the pro-
duce of eighteen bushels for land fully cleared and in
good order is very moderate. We shall not, therefore,
disturb these items. The clover-seed is a very odd
article, and nothing that we have met with elsewhere
could give an impression of its being a Canadian. staple ;
but we cannot by any means concur with Mr Inches in
sweeping it away altogether, and treating the ten acres
as if they had been lying waste. Even on his own view,
the outgoing tenant would surely leave them sown or
planted with something ; and, therefore, we are entitled
to assume a produce of at least 100 dollars. The thirty
store-pigs are justly rejected as not being saleable pro-
duce,though fitted to become marketable stock next year.
As to the thirty fat hogs, it is insisted that time has not
been allowed for their growing to so portly a size,—a
statement which can only have reference to the particu-
lar season. The allowance of food for them, however,
seems scanty, being only 200 bushels of pease, which gives
about six to each hog, while Mr Pickering himself con-
siders ten necessary to fatten one, and to keep it through
the winter. He adds, no doubt, that these animals get
their living in the woods and pastures during the sam-
mer, and also during the rest of the year when nuts are
plentiful, which sometimes happens ; still this vague con-
tingency does not seem to justify him in allqwing only
one bushel for winter food. We suspect that on the ave-
rage eight bushels for feeding and fattening is the lowest
that can be reckoned, and hence the number of hogs must
be reduced to twenty -five. Mr Pickering’s own autho-
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»8 with rity in another place is then quoted for making these ani-
yments mals produce only 166 1bs. instead of 200 ; for though
ring on the latter is generally stated as the weight of the Canadian
ding it hog, yet as a good deal must be rejected in making up
lesis. it a barrel of prime pork, the former seems a fair estimate.
. On Lastly, it is maintained by this agricultural critic, that
sans of salted pork, instead of 12 dollars, brings only 9% ; and
roceed- allowing for the expense of conveyance, we doubt if more
, seems than 10 can be safely reckoned upon. The value of this
he pro- article therefore will, on these grounds, fall from 360 to
and in 200 dollars. Mr Inches strenuously rejects the 60 dol-
srefore, lars for feeding and fattening ; yet, as in ordinary years
ey odd six calves must be produced, while twelve acres of oats
awhere and grass, with a portion of vegetable ground, are allowed
staple ; for fitting them for market, it seems fair to allow, that
ches in this return may in some way or other be drawn from the

n acres cattle. The corrected estimate will then stand thus :—

1 view, Dollars.
Wheat, . : 270

DWR OF Ten acres clover or other crop,. .. 100
mtitled Indian corn, ’ . . . 75
) thlrty Pork, . . . . 200

le pro- Four last articles, . . . 170

it year. _ 815
188 not Exirnses, . '_\ 467
ize,—a 348
articu-

wever,
h gives

it
%‘abOtxtf £70.

) /
This is a small mcorﬁc,’even with the addition of a

If con- slender allowance of beef and vegetables ; but the extent
hrough of land appears much too limited for the mode of culture
als gct which we are now considering. The produce too of 12

acres in sheep pasture seems very miserable, being only
40 dollars, or about 17s. per acre. If the produce cannot
be considerably increased, the ground ought to be ap-
plied to some better purpose.

Mr Fergusson has lately transmitted an estimate,
which on other grounds represents Canadian farming un-
der a very flattering light. He supposes a settler going
out with £500 sterling, or £600 currency, to purchase
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200 acres, for which he pays £200. He then traces his
career in a manner which, though given somewhat at
length, we shall copy, as it includes many instructive

details,

FIRST YEAR. /

The purchase-money of 200 acres, at 4 dollars, or £1 currency pe

acre, . . . £
A log-house, A . . - S 50
Some furniture for log-house, . : » . 2
Barn, including stable and cow-house, . . . b0
Household and other expenses till after harvest, 30
Clear, fence, and sow 50 acres with wheat at £4 per acre, 200

£550

On the 50 acres of wheat he will have 25°bushels per
acre, which, at 4s. 6d. per bushel, is o« s

Deduct expense of harvesting, . X35 5 0

Household and other expenses, . 46 0 0

£281

Clears the first year,

SECOND YEAR.

0
0
0
0
0
0

r
0
0
0
0
0
0

He expends this year as much of the £200 as will clear 37} acres

more, which, at the same rate as last year, will be £150
The other £50 he has for purchasing/a team of oxen,
and honsehold sxpenses tll alter Lidvest, . o 80

£200

09

00

00

This year he has the original 50 acres and the 374 cleared this
season, all in wheat, the seed for the 50 acres to be debited against

the ensuing crop.
874 acres, at 2£ bushels at 4s. 6d. . . .  £492
Expense of harvesting, &c. : £6110 5
Seed, as above; for 50 acres, at 1 bushel per

acre,at4s. 6d. . . . . 1156 0
Household and other expenses, —~ . ., 39 8 4

}

112

39

3 9

Clears the second year, . . £380 0 0
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THIRD YEAR.

All having been hitherto done by contract, there has now to be

ch: the expense of stoc the farm, and servants’
and board, . kmg ® . £25 wsg
Wheat seed for 87} acres, at 1 bushel’ per acre, at

0

4s. 6d. o ‘ 1913 9
Grass seed for 25 acres, at 3s. per acre, . . 31560
Assistance during harvest, . . .+ 2000
Household and other expenses, . . . 52 1 3

£380 10 0

Has the same crop as last year, but not at so much expense in
thrashmg, and his own servants nssnsung
874 acres in wheat, . - ‘ £492 3 9
Assistance in thmuhmg, . X35 0 0
Household and-other expenses, . 37 3 9

72 3 Y
4 —————
Clears this year, . " . £420 0 0

!

FOURTH YEAR.

He clears 62} acres more, making in all 150 acres cleared, which
is sufficient on a farm of 200 acres. ;é

He this year plants some potatoes, sows turdips, &c. on that
part of the 50 acres first cleared not in grass.

To clear, fence, and sow 62§ acres, . . £250
Erects a thrashing-machine, ‘

Builds some houses for feeding stock

Household and other expenses, ,

Sundry improvements about the house,

Has this year the 374 acres formerly cleared,
and the 624 cleared this year,

in wheat, 100 acres at the same rate, £562 10 0
The other 50 acres valued at . : . 120 0 0

£682 10 0
Deduct for household and other expenses, . . 8210 0

£600 0 0
At the end of the fourth year he has his farm paid for, stocked,
and £600 currency in his pocket.

Could this be realized, farming in Canada would in-
deed be a mine of wealth but the golden castle has
been assailed by Mr Shmeﬁ“ and we fear completely
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demolished. Mr Fergusson, it is observed by this writer,
has taken four successive crops of twenty-ﬂze bushels an
acre from the same ground,—a regult the expectation of
which is quite chimerical. He has made wheat bring
4s. 6d. a bhushel, though it has to be conveyed about 100
miles to Lake Ontario, where he admits the price to be
only 4s. 3d. He draws a crop from the land the same
year in which it has been cleared) though by every ac-
count it cannot yield one till the following season. He
has forgotten too, during twelve months, either to pay
his servants’ wages, or to supply food to them or his
cattle. With reference to these érrors and omissions,
Mr Shirreff has fored a calculation, according to which,
at the close of the four years, the expenses would have
exceeded the produce by £822 ; consequently the settler,
instead of having in his pocket £600, would have been
£222 in debt. Enormous as this discrepancy is, the au-
thor has so fully made good his point, that we can
scarcely find a single criticism to make on his estimate.
He has indeed charged the seed wheat at 4s. 6d. when
he has shown it to be worth only 3s. 9d. ; but, in return,
he has forgotten, except in one instance, to supply the
charge of 9d. a-bushel for carriage to Lake Ontario. He
retains the expense on the thrashing-médchine, though
he seems to think it useless ; while, on the other hand,
he has not introduced any equivalent for the omission,
in the fourth year, of wages and food. It is to be con-
- sidered, however, that the settler has been allowed for
the support of his family upwards of £300, which, had
he been doing nothing, would have gone far to dissipate
his small original capital. Moreover, to meet the debt
of £222, he has a crop on the ground, which Mr Shirreft
does not refuse to estimate at £450,—a sum sufficient to
clear off his burdens, and place him in an independent
position. That gentleman, accordingly, estimates the
land, with buildings, stocking, and furniture, at £750.
Let us now, proceeding upon the data which Mr
Shirreff has made to pass through so severe an ordeal,
endeavour to measure the annual income likely to be
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writer, . derived from a Canadian property of this extent. The
hels an estimate shall be formed in money, though much of the
tion of produce will of course be consumed We, and a large
b bring portion of the surplus bartérel witl#he neighbouring
ut 100 storekeeper. We presume, that in fully cleared lafd,
e to be originally good, 22 bushels an acre of wheat alternat-
e same ing with grass may be considered a moderate crop ; and,
ery ac- for reasons above stated, we cannot venture to engourage
n.  He the expectation of a higher price than 3s. 4d. a-bushel.
to pay Supposing then that half the ground, or 75 acres, is sown
or his “with wheat, we shall have 1650 bushels, value  £275
issions, The other half in grass, at the rate claimed b X
which, Fergusson and allowed by Mr Shirreff,
d have The 50 acres left in wood, as they supply fuel, ma-
settler, terials for repairs, and food for hogs and cattle,
e been may be estinated at . . . . 30 %
the au- S
ve can £485
timate.
» when It is observable, that the above method of cropping,
return, which we have adopted in order to avail ourselves of the
ply the best authorities on the subject, may probably be varied
o. He with advantage, especially in the second portion of the |
though land, much of which may be profitably laid out in oats,
r hand, pease, and other grain for fattening cattle. Indeed, the
nission, opinion is becoming prevalent, that the latter branch is
e con- more gainful than the growing of wheat at/its present
ved for low rate. We have seen, after a sweeping reduction
h, had upon Mr Pickering’s estimate, that the ten acres of pease
issipate employed for feeding still yielded £4, 10s. each, while
1€ debt. we value our wheat crop at only £4, 3s. 4d. Upon
Shirreft the whole, therefore, though we should hesitate to en-
ient to courage the settler to expect more than the return now
endent stated, it may we think be considered a moderate esti-
tes the mate. \

L]

£750. ‘ We have now, however, to deduct the expenses of
ch Mr cultivation. The heaviest article are the wages of ser-
ordeal, vants, of whom we shall allow four, being more than is
y to be usual in England for the same extent of land, and nearly
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corresponding with Mr Talbot’s allowance of three for
100 acres. The usual wages £27, . £108 0 0
They have also their board ; and though the

articles of subsistence are cheap, yet as

they must have wheaten bread and ani-

mal food twice a-day, we acquiesce in

Mr Inches’ estimate of 7s. currency per

weekglor about £16 sterling per annum, 64 0 0
Food for four yoke of oxen and two horses, 37 10 0
Keeping up this stock by purchase or breed-

ing, say . 15 0 0
Seed for wheat, 75 bushels at 3s. 4d . 1210 o
« Seed for grass at 3s. an acre (Fergusson and

ON EMIGRATION TO THE

Shirreff), . . 11. 5 0
Wear and tear, double Mr Inches allowance

for 70 acres, . o : . 13 0 0
Salt for cattle, . ‘ . . : 410

£265 15 0
Produce, 485 0 0

Income, £219 5 0

Thus, reckoning upon moderate prices, and chiefly
upon statements made by writers inclined to take an un-
favourable view of the subject, we seem to have ground
for concluding that a competent income may be earned
by the Canadian proprietor. Two hundred pounds a-
year, we presume, will, as all the necessaries of life are
extremely cheap, be reckoned about equal to three
hundred in Britain. Luxuries, such as wine, tea, and
coffee, are loaded indeed with somewhat heavy mer-
cantile profits ; but having paid scarcely any duty,
they are, unless in territories very completely bush,
still lower than in this country. Imported clothing is
higher, but its use may be in some measure diminished
by domestic manufacture, of which the materials are
cheap ; and in a retired situation the necessity for ap-
pearing in full dress will be only occasional. The wages
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of house-servants are high, yet not such as to reduce
the settler to the necessity of dispensing with such as-
sistance ; and their laour may sometimes be employed
for furthering the operations of the farm.

A young man who desires to form a judgment how
far such a mode of life will suit him, must be warned
not to carry out the ideas of rank and dignity which

. are connected with the possession of land in Europe.

Here, according to/feudal ideas not wholly extinct, it
was anciently combined with power ; and still, from the
large rents paid for its use, it generally confers wealth
without labour, the enjoyment of splendour, and luxu-
rious ease. But in America this species of property has
never implied hereditary influence ; and it yields income,
in most instances, only by hard personal labour or an
active superintendence. The few wealthy men of which
it can boast have acquired their riches by acting as
merchants and storekeepers, and these are, on the
whole, the persons of greatest consequence in the coun-
try.* But though landed estate does not ensure thqge
factitious distinctions, there are important advantages of
which it can never be divested. It is attended with a
degree of independence seldom enjoyed by the middling
classes in Britain ; for here, farmers, with a heavy burden
of rent and taxes, which they must make good amid many
uncertainties, are always liable to come under the power
of their landlords. Salaried officers too may be exposed
to insult, and even the loss of their situations, through
the caprice of employers or superiors ; whereas a proprie-
tor in the colonies, if he can draw a subsistence from his
lands and keep clear of debt, is scarcely liable to any vicis-
situde. He is removed indeed from the society of his
friends ; but this, unless as to occasional visits, is usu-
ally the lot of professional men even in our own country,
who must accept employment wherever they can find it.
Again, he can never return to reside in his native land,—
a privation which, to those who have spent the best part

* Shirreff, p. 387.
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of their lives abroad, is in a great degree imaginary ;
and, aided by the improving means of communication, he
is not debarred from the possibility of seeing his rela-
tions at home. In regard to society in Canada, if he has
followed the advice of not going far into the bush, he
will find it as good as it is usually met with in the rural
parts of Britain, or even in provincial towns.

The foregoing estimates have been made with the
view of ascertaining what income may be expected from
a Canadian farm, after it is cleared and placed under
regular cultivation ; but the momentous question, by
what means and resources the emigrant is to bring it
into this condition, still remains to be considered. It
must not be concealed that his task will be arduous;
and if he is to perform it, as is here supposed, by hired
labourers, a certain capital will be requisite. Two hun-
dred acres of land, of good quality and in an eligible
situation, cannot be purchased for much less than £200.
He must erect some kind of habitation, though at first
a simple one, and have certain farm-offices, implements,
and labouring-stock, which will require at least £100.
He must also have the means of subsistence till he is able
to draw it from his farm ; though this, it is presumed, dur-
ing his noviciate, will be managed with the strictest eco-
nomy. But the hardest part of the task remains ; for the
dense forest which covers his ground must be cut down
before a single blade can grow upon it. This process, with
the addition of fencing and sowing, is averaged at £4 an
acre, which, with reference to the requisite space of 150,
would amoynt to £600 ; 'the remaining fifty being 'ad-
vantageously allowed to remain in woodland. It is true
that this process may be gradual, and that the increasing
produce of the improved portions will afford means for
clearing the remainder ; but as there is also to be paid
out of it the subsistence of the emigrant, the expenses
of cultivation, and the additions necessary to the stock
of the enlarged farm, the improvements must be far ad-
vanced before any surplus can be expected.

Mr Shirreff has formed an estimate of expenses and
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inary ; produce in such circumstances as are now sypposed, per-
ion, he haps the most correct to which we can refsr. He cal-
3 rela- culates that the former will exceed the latter in the

he has first year by £596 ; in the second, by £686; in the
gh, he third, by £635 ; in:the fourth, by £822 currency, or

e rural about £740 sterling. This is the mazimum of outlay,
and the clearing being then completed, the entire pro-

th the duce, after deducting the expenses of culture, will go

d from info his pocket. Nearly the same result will be ob-

under tained by the following view :—

m, by Price of 200 acres, ¢ . £180 0

ring it Log-house and furniture on the most economical scale

d. Tt possible, at first ; barn, cow-house, and yoke of oxen, 100 0

o Clearing, fencing, and sowing 100 acres, . 400 0

luous ; Subsistence for a Fear and a half, supposed in the case

* hired of a young settler during this probation to be on the

5 hun- most moderate scale, £00 a-year, g ‘ 76 0 0

ligible £75 0 0
£200.

it first We suppose thatthe partially cleared portion will afford
ments, subsistence, the expenses of cultivation, and the neces-
£100. sary additions to the stock ; and that, when the hundred
is able acres are rendered productive, strict economy being -
d, dur- still observed, they will afford a surplus by means of
8t eco- which the settler may improve the remaining fifty.

for the According to these estimates, £750 is the sum neces-

s down sary to enable a young settler to pay his way in bring-
s, with ing under culture a property of the extent now specified.
£4 an As many, however, to whom emigration is desirable,
»f 150, may be unable to command so considerable an amount, it
ng 'ad- becomes interesting to inquire if arrangements can be
is true made either for procuring advances or delaying pay-
easing ment, till the land is brought into a sufficiently pro-
ans for ductive state to-clear them off. There are three modes
e paid by which this may be effected :—1. Credits on the price
penses of the land ; 2. Borrowing by mortgage upon it; 3.

» stock Obtaining loans from the merchant or storekeeper.
far ad- 1. In almost all cases when land is sold in C

some credit is allowed, with the view of enabling the
es and settler to draw the whole or part of the price from the
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'

produce of the ground when brought under cultivation.

Before coming, however, under the obligations required,
it will be advisable for him seriously to consider the
terms. The granting of land in this colony by govern-
ment was for a long time an object of gross abuse, large
lots being bestowed, from mere favour, upon individuals
who were neither able nor inclined to turn them to any
account ; but Lord Goderich, having formed the laudable
resolution to put an end to this system, went perhaps
to the opposite extreme. In his letter of 7th March
1831, he directed that land should, in every case, be dis-
posed of by sale, on the following conditions, namely, that
one-fourth of the purchase-money should be paid im-
mediately, and the remaining three-fourths at intervals
of half a year. If any failure took place in these stipu-
lations, the property was to be forfeited, and resold by
public auction,—an arrangement which was confirmed
by instructions received from Mr Spring Rice in August
1834.* 1In the colony, however, these credits seem
from the first to have been held as quite nugatory,—it
being utterly impossible to make the land in a year and
a half yield three-fourths of the purchase-money. In all
the notices which we have seen as issued by authority,
the interval of a year is allowed between each instal-
ment, so that the whole may be paid at the end of three.t
Even these terms appear altogether unsuitable ; and we
cannot help being surprised that government should have
attempted to enforce them, when we find Lieutenant-
colonel Cockburn stating that seven years are the ear-
liest date at which the instalments can be paid out of
the land.} It seems the more to be regretted, as having
given the appearance of an official sanction to those de-
lusive reports, spread by sanguine individuals and sup-
ported by a few fortunate instances, whence the settler
was led to expect returns enabling him not only to sub-
sist, but to pay up in that short period the whole price

* Emigration Papers, printed August 1834, pp. 3, 4, 15.
+ Backwoods, p. gg&’ Shirreff, p. 360. S
+ Report of Select Committee of 1826, p. 148.
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of the land. From the most sober statements, and the
best authenticated-results, we are convinced that the
reaping of the fourth crop is, generally speaking, the
very earliest pgriod at which an instalment can be paid
out of the produce of the ground. It isonly a very small
portion of his property that the settler can have cleared
at the end of the first year ; and out of its scanty crops
he has to draw his own subsistence, the expenses of the
farm, and those of cutting down an additional quantity
of woodland. For these purposes it is manifestly inade-
quate ; how, then, can he possibly pay a large sum of
money ! The demand for a considerable instalment at
the outset is reasonable ; but when this is made, and
an obligation retained on the whole land, which can
scarcely fail to receive at least some improvement from
the hands of the occupant, the most complete guarantee
is provided against ultimate loss.*

We ought, however, to observe,'that these regulations
have by no means been carried into any rigorous
practical operation. On the contrary, it is stated in
the last General Report of the Commissioners on Griev-
ances,t that they have never been enforced in a single
instance, and that an immense arrear has thereby
sccumulated. But this fact does not remove the objec-
tion. Government fixes terms which cannot possibly be
fulfilled, and thus finds itself in numerous instances un-
able to et upon them. It thereby becomes almost im-
possible to do so in any case, and advantage is probably
taken of this relaxation by persons who are not under
the same necessity. “ You cannot,” says Mr Sullivan,
“attempt to eject a whole community.”} To remedy

* Since writing the above we find our opinion confirmed by Mr
Baillie, surveyor-general of New Brunswick, and by Mr Shore,
thirty-five years resident there, one of whom considers three or four
years, and the other five, as the earliest periods at which an instal-
ment can be expected. Lord Durham’s Report, Appendix B,
p 154, § 1716 E 156, § 1768.

+ Printed February 1837, p. 23. See also Appendix B to
Lord Durham’s Report, p. lf3, § 1006.

+ Appendit B, p. 110.
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this the commissioners recommended that lands should
be sold only for ready money, which was carried into
effect by Lord Glenelg’s order of February 1837. The
United States had already adopted this system, which
was certa;}xfy found consistent with the most rapid
colonizatign of their western territory. Their credits
formerly(were of the same description as those granted
by the English government, and had issued in a similar
accumulation of large arrears. Still we have seen how
important it may be in many cases for individuals who
undertake the arduous task of Canadian settlement,
which can be profitable only on a somewhat considerable
scale, to obtain a certain extent of pecuniary indulgence ;
and in a country where capital is so scarce, credit
can only be procured on high and often ruinous terms,
We are not, indeed, disinclined to agree with the com-
mittee that the mode of conducting sales on trust, and
the collecting of small arrears, is a task extremely ill
suited to a government, and should rather fall into the
hands of chartered bodies and capitalists, as is actually
the case in republican America. Unfortunately the
British companies have proceeded on the same errone-
ous system, exemplified by the ministers of the crown,
of which we fear they are reaping the bitter fruits. By
fixing, in the first instance, terms which they must
depart from in numerous instances, all regularity is lost,
and it becomes difficult and invidious to enforce them
in any particular case. We are not aware that any fair
trial has been given to the method of granting and rigidly
enforcing conditions which could really be made good out
of the land. “We may except the announcement, in
June 1832, of grants to poor settlers of fifty acres at 5s.
an acre, payable by four instalments, beginning only at
the end of three years. This plan was adopted by Sir
John Colborne under the pressure of the great imniigra-
tions at that period ; but Lord Goderich, though he sanc-
tioned it as a temporary measure, expressed a decided
aversion to it as a permanent arrangement. Not finding
it mentioned, therefore, in the most recent reports, we
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cannot encourage any one to go out under such an ex-
pectation. Surely there is no reason for confining it to
this restricted and almost eleemosynary footing, while
credit, as we have endeavoured to show, is often more
urgently wanted by those who undertake cultivation on
a larger scale.

The Canada Company are somewhat more liberal,
requiring only a fifth part to be paid down in the first
instance, and the remainder by five successive instal-
ments at the end of each year. This, however, accord-
ing to the views just stated, cannot be considered satis-
factory, for three payments will on this principle be re-
quired before, agreeably to our estimate, the first should
have become due. Mr Shirreff, accordingly, and other
writers state, that the settlers have been to a great extent
unable to fulfil their engagements to the Company ; and
we in fact learn, from undoubted authority, that their ar-
rears are very extensive. It was stated to us, that the
directors scarcely viewed them in the light of a debt,
and were not at all disposed to press hard on a settler
whom they considered as doing well, and making such a
progress as afforded a fair promise of ultimate payment.
Even when they had formed an opposite opinion, they
studiously avoided ejecting him by violent meang; but,
granting a liberal allowance for what he had done, and
putting a sum of money in his pocket, persuaded him to
depart. The class, however, of whom we are writing
may feel reluctant to place themselves under the power
of any body of strangers, however respectable. To avoid
this dapger, it will be requisite to pay at the outset not
only the original fifth, but the first three instalments, tak-
ing credit 'only for the last two, amounting to thirty-two
pounds in the hundred. Even this mlght be some ob-
ject ; though it will be necessary to recollect, that as
the settler does not obtain his titles till the whole debt
is liquidated, he will of course be precluded from raising
money by mortgage on the land.

The British American Land Company have gone some-
what farther, After requiring an original payment of

3
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one-fifth or one-fourth from the poarer settlers,they allow
the rest to be cleared by six annual instalments, Still
this does not come up to our idea, and as their operations
have only commenced, they have not yet had any expe-
rience as to the result ; but Mr Bruyeres, the secretary,
expressed to us his conviction, that the colonists would
find little difficulty in making| out annual payments
so small, were it only by the produce of their personal
labour. This of course applies only to the working
class of emigrants ; and even in their case we question if
the Company will not be somewhat disappointed. In
that event we have little doubt that they will act in the
same liberal manner as their sister association ; and hence
the settler may be allowed to take credit from them for
three of his instalments, amounting to £40 in the hun-
dred.

There remain still the clergy reserves, which are
brought into the market on more liberal terms than any
of the other lands ; for after the preliminary payment,
the remainder is allowed to be settled by nine annual
instalments. Although this arrangement also proceeds
on the absurd ground ofi supposing that the settler can
draw any amount out of his very first crop, yet if he
pays three portions of the price, he Will still retain siz,
or more than the half, payable at dates when he may
reasonably expect to derive them out of his produce. It
appears, in fact, that this has been a favourite mode of
purchase, and that in about ten years 466,000 acres were
sold for £317,000, of which, however, only £117,000
were received.*

Land may be obtained from private proprietors who
have purchased or obtained grants of more than they are
able to occupy ; and such persons are generally willing to
give liberal credits, holding a security over the property,
whigh must be improved to a certain extent. They are
accused, however, of demanding high prices, in the ex-
pectation of their lots increasing in valué with the ex-
tended cultivation of the country.

* Lord Durham’s Report, Appendix B, p. 107.
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they allow Another mode of enlarging slender means is by bor-
nts.  Still rowing on mortgage, especially after a partial cultiva-
operations tion has rendered the land more saleable. Good security
any expe- can be given in Upper Canada and the Eastern Town-

secretary, ships, where property is registered and held on clear titles,
ists would Money, however, is scarce, and interest of course high,
payments The legal rate is six per cent. ; but much more is said to
r personal be occasionally demanded. Perhaps an emigrant having
. working friends and a good character at home, might find indi-
question if viduals who would grant a loan on the same guarantee,
mted. In and even consider it a profitable investment.
act in the A third resource is found in the storekeeper, who in
and hence all the country districts of America carries on in the
1 them for manner already described the whole trade of buying
1 the hun- and selling. To obtain a profitable employment for his
capital, he is willing to make considerable advances on the
vhich are security of the crop, and even of the land. This is the

3 than any most usual mode of obtaining credit ; but it is obvious

payment, that beyond a very limited extent it must prove dange-
ne annual rous and even fatal. The cultivator who once comes
) proceeds under the power of such a person, finds himself hound
settler can to deal with him exclusively, on his own terms, and

yet if he under disadvantages which may render all his futurg
retain siz, efforts abortive. Where, however, the settler stands
n he may much in need of the means of enlarging his operations,
'oduce. It this expedient may be in some degree unavoidable,

3 mode of From these observations it will be obvious that credit
acres were cannot be procured in Canada without difficulty and on
£117,000 high terms. It would therefore be extremely impru-

dent in the emigrant to undertake the cultivation of

letors who land, relying principally on such assistance. It would
n they are even be very desirable to carry out with him the sum
~willing to necessary to pay all his expenses, which we have esti-
property, mated at £750, with perhaps a little resexve to meet
They are contingencies, If, however he can muster only £500,

in the ex- it appears that by one or other of the above means he
th the ex- may contrive to extend his resources, till he brings the
requisite portion of his grotind into a state of produc-

Y. tiveness. \
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Among the inducements to emigration, an assurance
is usually held out in the most confident terms, that the
settler will be thereby relieved of every anxiety as to
providing even for the largest family. To prevent him
from going out under any such delusion, we would ob-
serve that, for the class at present under consideration,
this advantage is to be understood only in a very modified
sense. He can certainly give his children employment
as labourers on his ground, and after his death the pro-
perty may be divided-among them in small portions ;
but this, we presume, is not what he would consider an
adequate provision. If he wishes to enable them to
live in the manner that he himself does and to which
he has accustomed them, he must be in a condition at
their outset in life to put into their hands a certain
sum, the amount of which may be estimated from the
above statements. He may, indeed, if they are set-
tled near him, give them much aid in regard to stock
and subsistence, and thus lighten their expenses; but
unless he can bestow upon them a clear sum of at
least £300, they cannot begin the world with any ad-
vantage. To do this for several sons requires an accu-
mulation which in Canada is by no means easy, and yet
if the necessity for it be kept steadily in view through
life, and advantage be taken of every favourable year,
it will be found by no means impracticable. In parti-
cular, we would notice the occasional occurrence of sea-
sons of scarcity in Europe or America, which raise the
prices much above that moderate estimate on which we
have calculated. Such in fact has recently been feltjn
the latter country, and has been experienced from time
to time in Britain.

Another important question for the settler is, whether
he should purchase a spot of complete woodland, or one
that is wholly or partially cleared. The latter, of course,
bears a much higher price ; but as the former cannot be
rendered productive by hired labour much under £4 an
acre, good land well situated and improved is fully
worth £5. The emigrant, therefore, who carries out
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assurance capital, may as well give this sum at once as pay for
3, that the removing the wood from new land ; and besides, he will
lety as to thereby escape the dreary and harassing task of a first
'vent him settler, and begin immediately to draw produce from the
vould ob- soil.  From embarrassed circumstances or theMeve of
ideration, change in many proprietors, a choice of spots, partially
r modified at least brought to this condition, may be had in every
ployment part of Upper Canada and the Eastern Townships, on
| the pro- lower terms than they could be otherwise obtained.
portions ; But this course is attended with one danger, which must

msider an be carefully guarded against, we mean the chance of

them to imposition, in which many Anglo-Americans are said to
to which be rather unscrupulous. Another evil almost certain is,
\dition at that from overcropping and the neglect of manure, the

a certain soil will be found in an exhausted state. Mr Shirreff,
from the though he derides this fear, elsewhere admits that the
are set- robbing system is universal. He urges, however, that
to stock the restoration of the most exhausted land is easier than
1ses 3 but the removal of a dense forest ; but the means may not be
m of at so accessible, and at all events the expense of this restora-
1 any ad- tion should be carefully calculated. Aégcording to Mr
an accu- Buchan, the manure which ought to have preserved the
, and yet fertility of the soil, and may now renew it, will be found

* through scattered in unsightly heaps around the premises. But
ble year, the settler should not rest satisfied with this probabi-
In parti- lity, but take care that it be actually fulfilled.

ce of sea- There is a numerous class of gentlemen settlers, con-

raise the sisting of military and naval officers, who, at the end of
vhich we the war, were reduced to half-pay. To them, with the
en felt !in ideas of refinement and elegance which they must have
rom time formed, the rearing of a family in this country upon £100

or even £200 a-year, is felt as approaching to penury.

~whether Emigration is nevertheless recommended to such persons,
d, or one and is encouraged by their obtaining without payment a
f course, grant of land proportioned to their rank and length of
:annot be service. By the latest vegulation, a field-officer who has
ler £4 an served twenty-five years receives an allotment valued
is fully at £300 ; twenty, £250 ; fifteen or less, £200. A captain
rries out having served twenty years receives £200 ; fifteen or less,
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£150. A subaltern having served twenty, £150 ; seven,
or less, £100. An emigrant of this order enters on his
career with superior advantages, having no purchase-
money to pay, and receiving annually a certain income in
cash, that scarce and valued article ; yet, without a small
capital, he will find it very difficult to clear any great
extent of ground, or draw from it a liberal revenue.
At the same time, although he should only be able to
improve forty.or fifty acres, he may, after paying the
expenses of cultivation, obtain abundant food for his
family, while the forest will present materials for rear-
ing a suitable habitation, and securing a stock of fuel.
Thus supplied with all the necessaries of life, he may
spend his half-pay on conveniences and luxuries.
Such was the case of the gentleman who reported to
Captain Hall, that while in Britain nearly his whole
income went for food, he mfight now spend it all in
clothing and other accommodations. We fear, how-
ever, that this class, led away by erroneous and ex-
travagant expectations, are sometimes impelled by a
spirit of enterprise to plunge too deeply into the bush,
Being told, that in order to prosper they must work
with their own hands, they seize perhaps with alacrity
the axe and the harrow, but, it is’ feared, without
drawing much benefit from this personal toil. A bush
life and a peasant’s task must be very foreign to the ideas
and habits of such a settler. At a distance, they may
allure by an aspect of romantic adventure ; but when the
novelty is over, and day after day passes in dreary mo-
notony, remote from all the enjoyments and accommo-
dations of civilized life, his situation becomes more and
more trying. The wealth expected to be found in the
forest proves a chimera ; his extensive property is only
a waste of woodland, which he has no means of turn-
ing to account ; the price of every thing, except the ne-
cessaries of life, is higher ; and his inaome therefore does
not go nearly so far. It would surely b¢ more rational
to occupy a smaller spot in a better locality, where he
would border at least on the confines of social existence.
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The vicinity even of the small towns, especially those
northward of Lake Ontario, such as Coburg and Peter-
borough, afford society such as he has been accustomed
to, and the same means of enjoying life as would be
found in any retired situation in Britain.*

‘We have still to notice another case, that of persons
somewhat advanced in life, probably with families, who
have practised farming, but have fallen into distressed
circumstances, or at least are unable to earn a livelihood
under the existing pressure of rents and taxes. For
them Canada is frequently pointed out.as a resource,
though without due consideration. Such individuals
have been inured to habits and modes of conducting ope-
rations very different from those to which they must ac-
commodate themselves in that distant country. Besides,
theexpense of transporting their families and maintaining
them two or three years, till the land becomes produc-
tive, is extremely heavy. This class too are often in-
clined to go into the bush, partly perhaps through an
idea of the cheapness of land ; and yet, unless their means
be so extremely limited as to preclude every prospect be-
yond a bare subsistence, this course will not only render
the change exceedingly dreary, but ultimately increase
all their difficulties. The task of cutting down the forest
with their own hands must be almost impracticable ; on
which account, where eircumstances at all admit, a spot
in an -accessible situation, and even partially cleared,
ought to be preferred as at once the most convenient
and the cheapest purchase. We cannot here omit Mr
Shirreff’s- testimony to his emigrant countrywomen,
whom he describes as admirably discharging the duties of
their new life, and bearing its hardships with greater for-
titude than their husbands.t Here he appears at first
view to contradict the authoress of the “ Backwoods ;”
but probablyr:l(g classes were different. He met chiefly

-6

* Emigration Pa rs, 1834, p. 13. Hall’s Travels, vol. i. p. 333
Backwoodsl bpép ;e 184, 194

25
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with ladies who had accompanied their husbands under
the trying circumstances above stated, and who, with
a feeling of duty and sympathy congenial to-the sex,
, sought to sdpport them under misfortune ; while her
acquaintance was with the wives of officers who had
come out under the more illusory expectations of gayety
and good fortune.

There remains still another class, small-in number,
yet gradually increasing, of men who possess consider-
able capital, and who seek to employ it with advantage,
From the scarcity of money profits are high, but great
activity, caution, and judgment are requisite in order to
secure them., Some have carried on agriculture on
an extensive scale. Mr Philemon Wright, for in-
stance, near Bytown on the Ottawa, has cleared 3000
acres, employs 63 labourers, makes 1100 tons of hay,
and has 756 acres in grain and roots, The Messrs
M‘Donell of Gananoqui, too, cultivate a farm of 1200
acres ; and these examples seem sufficient to refute the
assertion of some that in Canada fapming cannot be un-
dertaken unless on the very smallekt scale. At the same
time the circumstgnces already mentioned will render it
difficult, and in szzt cases imprgcticable, to go beyond
the extent on which our calculation was formed. A large
capital with d view to procure wealth must be employed
chiefly in mercantile transactions. In the cities sach busi-
¥ ness is conducted nearly as elsewhere ; but in the country
it is almost wholly carried on by storekeepers in the man-
ner formerly described. The smallest capital on which a
store can be advantageously set up is stated at £1000.
The profits are generally understood to be very large ;
but as they are obtained by numerous transactiohs, often
with embarrassed individuals, they are not realized
without difficulty and under disagreeable circumstances.
Those rude manufactures, which from their bulky com-
modities must be practised on the spot, appear to afford
ap advantageous return. These are chiefly flour and
saw mills, distillery, brewery, and of late iron works,
The purchase of large blocks of land and the retailing it
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out to smaller settlers may yield an ample profit, but it
is an occupation which requires much attention and care.
High interest may be obtained for money, and much
more than the current rate is often received in the way
of mortgage from landed propnetors but here, too, great
clrcumspcctlon is necessary.* :
It is now time to consider the case of the more nume-
rous division of labouring or peasant settlers. This last
term is not here used in its ordinary English sense to
express the lowest grade of rural labourers, but, in the
acceptation which it bears on the Contipént, where it
indicates a class of small proprietors tillthg the ground
with their own hands. Such persons are common in the
northern countries, and in Sweden form even an order
in the state. Such in Scotland, too, were the little
lairds, once numerous, and not yet wholly extinct ; such
probably in England were the body called yeomen. In
a crowded and continually increasing population of
twenty-four millions there must be many individuals to
whom this situation, accompanied with independence

.and abundance, may afford a most favourable change

compared with their present condition, Small working
farmers, formerly to be seen in all the mountainous tracts
of Scotland and England, and still in most parts of Ire-
land, can no longer make head against the improved class
employing capital on a great scale, In the latter country
the desire to have a piece of land has reduced the size of
farms till the occupant can with dlf’ﬁculty obtain a
miserable subsistence out of the meanest porfion of his
produce. Young men of various ranks, having from
£100 to £200, may wish to raise themselves above the
order of common labourers, yet cannot in this«country
turn it to such an account. Tradesmen and artisans, too,
of a higher description may by the severe pressure of
competition be able to earn only a scanty and precarious
livelihood, Even in the common class of workmen, an

| ot

Shirreff, p. 387.

* Picken, E 307. Feréussons Second Journe

Counsel for Emigrants, p. 63. Backwoods, p. {79
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aspiring lad, conscious of the energy and perseverance
necessary to encounter many difficulties, may find his
condition improved on the other side of the Atlantic.
Individuals in their decision will of course consult their
own advantage ; but, for the public, emigration can
scarcely go too far, because, as we have already remark-
ed, out of the vast population of the empire, 50,000 and
upwards could annually be spared, with a sensible im-
provement in the condition of those that remain.

In estimating the prospects of this class of emigrants,
we shall, as before, consider first the situation of the
settler after he has effected the clearing of his land and
has only the common labours of a farm to undergo.
As this is the point at which he aims, the primary
question must be, whether when attained it will form
a desirable condition, and we will then endeavour to lay
before him the somewhat arduous steps by which alone
he can reach it.

In this estimate we must begin with an .inquiry
relative to the extent of land which it might be prudent
to undertake ; and on this head we should concur with
Mr Shirreff in naming fifty acres. If the settler clears
and then cultivates thirty-five of these, he will do as
much as can be generally expected from the personal
exertions of one individual ; for to dissipate his scanty
funds or incur a load of debt in the purchase of lots
which he can never improve, is a process which would
infallibly involve him in embarrassment and ruin. The
only exception seems to be where there is a family of
sons, whose co-operation may enable the father to clear
larger portions, which may afterwards be divided among
them. Mr Talbot indeed asserts, that owing to imper-
fect cultivation, 100 acres form the smallest quantity on
which a Canadian family can subsist. But with every
. deference to this gentleman’s local knowledge, we find
in his own statements a complete refutation of his
assertion ; for of a party who went out with him, some
had cleared only ten acres, and none mere than thirty,
and yet all were satisfied ; whence it is clear, that even
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erance those whose portion was smallest must have derived

nd 1}18 from it a tolerable subsistence.

:atlitltlgz. Another important question is the situation best fitted
eir

for these less opulent emigrants. 'We have argued that

M can " thedepth of the forest or bush is very unsuitable for those
mark- who are to cultivate on a large scale and by hired
%0 and labour ; but to those who are to clear the ground with

le im- their own hands, and subsist chiefly on its produce,
the same objections do not apply. The high rate of

grants, wages affects them not ; they may even with advantage
of the occasionally avail themselves of it; while the low
1d and money-value of their surplus produce, and the enhanced
dergo. charge for luxuries, are to them secondary considera-
rimary tions. Inreturn,they obtain equally good land at a much
1 form lower rate. They may even possess some collateral ad-

to lay vantages ; for eoming, as often happens, in considerable

. alone parties from the same neighbourhood, they may cluster
together, enjoy each other’s society, and hence in some
degree carry their country along with them. In such
a district too they may afterwards obtain space for their

nquiry
rudent

r with children to settle in their immediate vicinity.

' clears We shall now suppose the colonist established upon
do a‘i this footing, having thirty-five of his acres cleared, with

2rsona

fifteen left in wood for fuel, fences, and other purposes.
scanty Ten acres of wheat, yielding only fifteen bushels an acre,
of lots will produce 150 bushels, which can be made into 1900
would - quartern loaves, being above five for every day. Five
be. The acres of pease or Indian corn will feed ten hogs yielding
nily of 1600 pounds of pork, or rather more than four pounds
o clear a~-day. Seven acres in pasture, with two or three in oats,
amang turnips, or potatoes, will support the cattle meant for
ol the yoke or stall, milch cows, and sheep sufficient to
tity on supply dairy produce, wool, and some variety of animal
\ every food. A spot may also be set aside for flax. He will

Wef ﬁlllli(:s then have ten or eleven acres to raise produce for sale
0

1, some
thirty,

or exchange, and the price, even at low bush-rates, will

enable him to procure a certain proportion of foreign

luxuries and commodities, and even to put a few pounds

M even into his pocket. Besides, it is probable that in the course
6

%
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of a limited number of years the improved communica-
tions will greatly raise the value of this part of his
crops. His land, bought it may be with less than £20,
may with its stock be now estimated at nearly £200.

It is evident that a degree of success considerably
short of this must place the emigrant in a state of inde-
pendence and abundance very superior to that of the
labouring classes in Great Britain.” Accordingly, among
all those who have made even an approach towards it,
there appears a general sentiment of satisfaction with
their condition.

Mr Talbot was accompanied. by eighteen settlers
with their families ; they had brought with them seve-
rally from £20 to £300; and in five years they had
cleared from ten to thirty acres each, having' among
them 58 cows, 76 young cattle, and 115 sheep. Not
one, it is true, had any thing in the form of cash, yet all
were perfectly contented, and of each it could be said—

¢ He eats his own ham, his own chickens and lamb,
He shears his own fleece, and he wears it.”

Captain Hall made a very strict investigation into the
condition of the individuals conveyed from Ireland
in 1825 ; and though they were reluctant to own the
extreme poverty endured in their native country, all
acknowledged their present comfortable circumstances,
and the obligations they owed to those who had effected
their removal. “ The settlers in the woods,” says Mr
Pickering, “ appear to be the most independent and
contented people in their way I ever met with.” Thomas
Adsett, one of the Sussex emigrants, says, “ All farmers
that I see is independent and has plenty, and I wish that
the poor people in England had the leavings of their
tables that goes to the dogs and hogs.” The author of the
“ Backwoods” saw several persons who had taken lands
from the Canada Company who were satisfied with their
prospects. She describes in a pleasing manner the
aspect of the country through which she passed on the St
Lawrence above Montreal ; being delighted witl‘“ the

I
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\unica- neatness, cleanliness, and comfort of the cottages and
of his farms. You see mone of the signs of poverty or its
n £20, attendant miseries. No ragged, dirty, squalid children
200. dabbling in mud or dust, but many a tidy, smart-look-
lerably ing lass, was spinning at the cottage doors with bright
f inde- eyes and braided locks, while the younger girls were
of the seated on the green turf or on the threshold, knitting
among and singing as blithe as birds.” She was told, “ Every
wds it, little dwelling you see has its lot of land, and conse-
n with quently its flock of sheep ; and as the chxldren are early
taught to spin, and knit, and help to dye the yarn, their

settlers parents can afford to see them well and @omfortably
n seve- clothed. Many of thesg farms you now see in so thriv-
sy had ing a condition were wild land thirty years ago, nothing
among but Indian hunting-grounds. The industry of men,
. Not and many of them poor men that had not a rood of
yet all land of their own in their’ own country, has effected
said— ‘(ll‘l[ils change.,” Even Mr Shirreff, who has made it his
/Vstudy to dispel the illusions that mislead the emigrant,

) fully admits that, though he ¢ cannot hold out an
immediate or ultimate prospect of great wealth, every

nto the person may obtain all the necessaries and most of the
[reland true comforts of life in the fullest abundance, unha-~
wn the rassed by the cares of the present or apprehensions of

try, all the future.” *

tances, From these testimonies it seems impossible to doubt
ffected that the settler in Canada, when he has brought his
ays Mr land under cultivation and is clear of debt, is in an
nt and enviable situation when compared with the labourer in
'homas this country, and even with the tradesman who has

ATTers only a precarious employment. It must not be con-
sh that cealed, however, that he has a hard probation to pass
f their through, and one which requires much patience and
rof the perseverance. He who performs labour for wages reaps

n lands its fruit at once ; but he who undertakes to render the
h their forest productive must sustain nearly two years of severe

ier the N
. the St Talbot, vol. ii. p. 198. Hall, vol. i. p. 285-295. Letters

from Sussex Emigrants, p. 45. Backwoods of Canada, pp. 46,
‘“ the 47, 105. Shm‘t:ﬁg p. 349. Pickering, p. 104.
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toil before he can derive the slightest benefit from his
exertions. As during two or three more the labour
raust continue equally hard, while the produce is only
slowly increasing, he ought, before he engages in this
tedious and sometimes discouraging enmterprise, care-
fully to ask himself whether he possesses the requi-
site energy and perseverance. It may be proper also
to forewarn him that in almost every instance the first
impressions of the country are unfavourable. The
earliest letters written by the Sussex emigrants have
not been published ; but by the subsequent one of
Simeon Titmouse it transpires that their former com-
munications had all borne a gloomy character, though
he adds, it was merely because the writers knew no
better. Mr Menzies remarks that he had never known
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the capital which would be necessary to carry the la- Seed, .

bouring settler without any hardship beyond the un-

avoidable toil of clearing and cultivating his ground. To this n
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The calculation is for a married couple, with three
childxeh ; if the family is smaller, several of the items
will be diminished in proportion ; but we do not conceive
that any colonist would attempt to establish himself in
the woods without a wife or other female relative.

be at first w
Fifty acres, say at 8s. an acre, . . £20 0 sidsatng e
A yoke of oxen, sled, and chain (Mr Talbot), . 130 °rimg 1o
A plough (Mr Pickering&, . . a 2 0 of the farn
Harrow-teeth, hoes, and.axes (Mr Talbot compared cannot. wit
with Mr Robinson and Mr Pickering), . . 2 0 that i t’ n
Mr Inches gives an enumeration, which may be useful, of s
other implements, viz. :— Spades, shovels, dung-forks, necessary 11
hay-forks, implements for cleaning grain when thrash- then, appea
ed, bags, horse-cloth, ropes for carts and for fastening osn et
horses, &c. auger, hand-saw, adze, pick-axe, hammer, get on «
shingle-axe, nails, gimlets, iron wedges, bill-hooks than that
' Carry forward, £357 0 his brow.
VOL. III.
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Brought forward, £7 0 0
for underbrushing, grindstone, file, scythes, sickles,
sneds, wheelbarrow, roller, and other little articles,
which he estimates at about £10; but as heis rather

“ prone to exaggerate, and our scale is 50 much smaller
than Mr Pickering’s farm of 200 acres, with seventy
cleared, allow . . .

He demands also, and seemingly not without reason,
a cart, which he values at £12; under the same
view allow a small and light one, p .

A log-house suited to this class of settlers SMr Talbot),

A few articles of furniture; Mr Talbot allows £2, but
we could not accuse him of extravagance if he made
it « . . . . . .

Provisions for a year and a half, or 550 days. We shall,
with Mr Robinson, allow a pound of flour and one
of pork daily for each of the two adults, and half that
amount for tie three children. This will require about
ten barrels, which, however, could doubtless be now
procured at somewhat lower rates than he estimates,
viz. £1 for flour and £3 for pork, . .

Add some potatoes, meal, sugar, &c. . .

Some fresh clothing must be necessary before they can
either make or purchase any with xeir produce (no-
where noticed ), : . . .

Medical attendance, Mr Robinson, £1; Mr Buchanan,

10s. ; we would rather allow for the chance of its
reaching . . . . .
Seed, . ¢ .

2 00
1 00

Total,  £107 10 0

To this must be added the expense of conveyance not
only to Canada, but to that part of the country in which
he is to establish himself,—a sum which, though it
must vary according to circumstances, will probably
raise the whole amount to £130. It is true that several
of the articles, as a cow, plough, cart, will not perhaps
be at first wanted, or even conveniently kept ; yet, con-
sidering how small for some time mu# be the produce
of the farm, and how heavy the claims upon it, we
cannot, with some writers, encourage the expectation,
that it will soon afford the means of purchasing these
necessary implements. A hundred and thirty pounds,
then, appears the smallest sum with which an emigrant
can get on comfortably, and without any other hardship
than that of cultivating the ground with the sweat of
his brow. ’

VOL, III, ‘1
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As this sum, however, is not within the reach of
many to whom emigration is desirable, it becomes at
this stage an important question, whether there are any
resources by which the deficiency can be supplied. As
in the case of the more opulent emigrants, the labour-
ing order of settlers can also obtain land on credit upon
paying & small proportion of the price. Nearly all the
same observations made in the other case will apply to
theirs ; though the latter, even as compared to the extent
of thelr possessions, must be content with a smaller
amount of disposable produce, and submit to greater
difficulty in converting it into cash. Yet, as they have
little orpo expenditure, it does not seem probable that,
after the struggle of the first years is over, they will
find much difficulty in paying annually a few pounds.
This will be easier if the creditor accepts it in produce,
which in most cases he can transport to a market more
The terms of the

Canada Company have been considered objectionable ;

but we have found reason to believe that they are en-
forced in a lenient and considerate manner?

By this arrangement, however, the emigrant saves
only a small part of the sum which we have calculated
as necessary to establish him in his Canadian farm. He
may*have only £80, £60, £40, or even £20, nay, he
may have landed without a sixpence ; yet even in this
last case, those acquainted with the country assure us,
that it is still possible for him to work his way to
independence, and even to wealth. Mr Boulton had
known many who arrived in a state of such entire desti-
tution as even to find it necessary to beg a meal from

“him, yet in several, years they were in comfortable cir-

cumstances, and could command credit to some extent.
In fifteen or twenty years some of them had become
men of property, members of the legislature, part of
the arigfocracy. These no doubt are instances of parti-
cular energy and good fortune ; but Mr Fergusson

broadly lays down the maxim, that “ no sober, steady, -
indwstrious man, with expectations and desires under

)
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reach of reasonable control, ever yet lived to repent his removal
ecomes at to Canada.”*

re are any The resource by which«the emigrant is enabled to
dlied. As compensate the scantiness or even total want of funds,
1e labour- consists in the high wages of labour. This circumstance,
edit upon inconvenient to the rich, but so highly advantageous to
1y all the the poor, is the combinéd result of the abundance of
1 apply to fertile land and the thinness of population. Hence

the extent every man seeks to cultivate ground of his own, and
a smaller looks with disdain on a servile condition, which is sub-
0 greater mitted to only by those who are beginning the world,
they have or have been unfortunate in it. This scarcity of hands
able that, is particularly adverse to manufactures, which, as far as
they will possible, must be imported from abroad. There are, how-

¥ pounds, ever, some articles too bulky to bear the expense of

produce, conveyance, which must be constructed on the spot at
ket more whatever price. Circumstance# and the want of com-
ns of the petition put it out of the power of employers to be
tionable ; fastidious ; so that a degree of skill which could not

'y are en- sustain the active rivalry which exists at home will not

preclude full employment in the forest-land of America.
ant saves He who can put a great deal.of work through his
alculated hands, though in a rough manner, is the best fitted for
arm. He that country. The different branches of carpentry,
, nay, he which necessarily includes house-building, are perhaps
n in this the most extensive, The work of the smith must also
assure us, be wanted ; while the necessity of fitting clothes affords
| way to room for the tailor and the shoemaker. Men are re-
Jton had quired for working in saw and flour mills, also in distil-
tire desti- leries, breweries, and manufactories of iron, which the
«eal from bulk of the article, and the gbundance of materials,
table cir- render profitable in spite of high wages.t There have
e extent. usually been some great public works going forward,
| become and this branch of employment was lately very exten-

, part of sive, through the improvements undertaken by the legis-
of parti- e

‘ergusson ® Report of Select Committee, p. 16. Fergusson’s Second

) Journey, p. 27.
r, steady, _ + Ferg}:lsgon, p. 369, Mackenzie's Sketches, p. 351. Counsel
es under for Emigrants, p. 80.
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lature of Uppér’Capada, as well as by the Land Company
in the lower province. These have been suspended by the
pressure of the times, but if the plans suggested by Lord

-~ Durham and MrBuller shall be fully carried out, this kind

of employment will soon be more abundant than ever,
Those newly arrived, indeed, from being unaccustomed to
such labour, do not obtain as high wages as the natives ;
but, after a little practice, their superior steadiness will
secure them an equal or even a greater remuneration.
The most extensive branch of industry, however,
has hitherto been that of farm-labourers. . There has
always been a number of persons who had brought out
or acquired capi‘t%{with which they could employ one
or more, and who,/from the circumstances above stated,
were obliged to pay high wages. , These indeed are not
equal to those gained in the skilled trades ; but the emi-
grant has meanwhile the great advantage of being ini-
tiated into colonial agriculture, which must be conducted
in a manner, of which there is no precedent on an
English farm. So important is this benefit, that we
think it an e‘{cellent advice even to tﬁe séttler who
carries out pretty large funds, to hire himself two or
three years, during which he will become acquainted
with the country, and better qualified to arrange his
future plans. The situation of a labourer is, no doubt,
exposed to an evil every where felt throughout Canada,
except in the immediate vicinity of large towns; we
mean the difficulty of getting payment in money.
“ Money or cash,” says Titmouse, “ is hard to catch,”
and wages paid wholly in this shape are said to be much
prized. In the most favourable circumstances, the rule
of payment seems to be half money and half goods,—a
fact which is considered by Mr Shirreff as barring com-
pletely the prospect of rising to the rank of proprietor.
Mr Talbot, on the other hand, reasonably observes, that
the operative can let his wages run up,and then take them
in provisions and stock, which will be as useful as money

* Letters from the Sussex Emigrants, pp 12 20. Shirreff,
p. 384-386. Talbot, vol. ii. p. 216.
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1 Company To kaise, however, by personal labour the sum neces- |
1ded by the sary to a successful occupation of land must require a
ed by Lord very considerable time. The active and intrepid settler
it. this kind is usually unwilling to wait so long ; and as soon as he
tila.n ever. can pay an instalment and have a little to begin with,
ustomed to he fixes on' a spot of ground, though he still works for
he natives ; hire during the seasons when there is an extra demand

for labour. He is thus enabled, besides supporting
nErabion’ himself, to pay part of his advances; and it is a course
- which must be followed, not only by the most indigent,
There has but more or less by all whpse capital falls short of the
rought out amount indicated in our previous statement. Mr Somer-
mploy one ville observed many who, having attempted to begin with
ove stated £50 or upwards, soon became embarrassed, and were
: obliged to relinquish the undertaking. This double
work, for himself and others, must be very severe, and
will try the settler’s patience by the slow progress whieh
semdietad it allows him to make towards his favourite object. In
e a few years, however, he is seen to lift his head ; his
¢ iBat Wwe farm begins to yield him a subsistence ; and if he still
dtler who labours for hire, it is either to pay the price of his
purchase or to complete his stocking. Such is the
desire in that country to acquire landed property, that
rrange his even those who work as tradesmen usually make this
1o doubt their ultimate object ; and as in all the districts, though
'ut Canad a’ wages be high, employment is not constant, they usually
’ purchase a lot of ground, and spend their leisure in

clearing it. If they enjoy a run of work, they can afford
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o he muc’h Great variety appears to mark the lot of the Canadian
:s the rule settlers ; for while some force their way to independence
=9

and even to opulence, others remain steeped in poverty
and involved in debt. . Mr Somerville mentions several
who possessed one or two hundred acres, without being
able to draw from them a bare maintenance, Writers
here generally agree in throwing the blame upon the
settler himself, who, no doubt, lies under peculiar temp-
- tations to slacken in the severe exertions at first
0. Shirrefh required. Habits of intemperance, which are too preva-
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lent, are apt to_beset-him, and in numerous instances
prove his ruin ; perhaps even the gloom and difficulties
of his early situation may be apt to drive him to this
fatal expedient. Emigrants, therefore, before entering
on their toils, ought diligently to prepare their minds
for pagsing through a long series of hardship ; and when
once engaged should cheer themselves by the prospect
of that comparative ease, abundance, and comfort, by
which it will be finally crowned.*

Various estimates have been formed of the progress
which a settler can make in bringing with his own
hands his land into a productive state. According to
one letter, a first-rate axeman will hew down an acre
in five days ; but the European colonist, even after some
experience, requires eighteen. This is independent of
logging and burning ; and, considering the many other
objects that claim his attention, Mr Shirreff regards six
acres as the utmost that he can reasonably be expected
to accomplish in a year. Even this seems a feat which
few can perform. Lieutenant-colonel Cockburn con-
siders three acres as much as can be done the first
year ; and Colonel Talbot, when, along with Sir Pere-
grine Maitland, he surveyed Mr ‘Robinson’s settle

thought it sdtisfactory that they had reached this numk._

ber. The emigration of 1823 amounted, at the end of
three years, to 477, which at the usual rate of five
to a family, would give ninety-five labouring settlers.
These had in three years cleared 778 acres, or about eight
each, and were considered as having done well. Mr Tal-
bot’s people, as already mentioned, had in five years
cleared variously from ten to thirty acres; the lowest
not having exceeded two acres a-year. One bar to their
\ progress is the contented indifferente which is apt to
creep upon them when, having secured an abundance
of necessaries, and feeling little desire for elegance or
luxury, they seek thein principal enjoyment in indolence.
Mr Talbot mentions that it is not uncommon for a

* Edinburgh Quarterly Joyrnal of Aizriculture, vol._iv; 215.
Counsel for Emigrants, p. 49-62. Shirreff, pp. 388, 389.
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young Canadian, when he has chosen a suitable helpmate,
to go into.the bush and obtain a lot of land on credit.
He labours unremittingly, early and late, till in six or
seven years his debt is paid off, and he is established in
some degree of comfort. Then his exertions relax ; he
falls into habits of idleness and dissipation, neglects his
property, and becoming involved, is obliged to go deeper

-into the forest, and commence anew his laborious career.*

It may here be observed, that a family of sons newly
grown to manhood, and assisting their father, will make
a little fortune to h1m and the united efforts of the
family may in a short time clear a large space of ground.
At this stage, indeed, each may be expected to form an
establishment for himself ; and it may be remarked, that
the provision for children is anticipated with greater
confidence in this than in any higher class. Bred in
active habits, a young man, with a little aid from his
parents, is generally able to make his own way ; or if he
fall back into the class of well-paid labourers, it does
not involve any very material loss of caste.

Another important modification is that of pauper emi-
grants sent out by the public, at once with the view of im-
\_proving their own condition, and of relieving the country

\fromtheburden of supporting them. This measure,which,
during periods of distress, has been repeatedly adopted
on a large scale in each of the three kingdoms, is likely
to be still more extensively resorted to in the case of Ire-
land, in consequence of the disclosures recently made
respecting the extreme poverty of its lower orders. The
tenants, too, on its very minutely subdivided farms
seem peculiarly fitted for Canada, as they must possess
a little knowledge of husbandry, and even some habits of
foresight beyond the mere day-labourer. Accordingly,
notwithstanding the severe reflections of Mr M‘Taggart,
Irish emigration, so far as hitherto reported, has been
decidedly successful ; and the removal of so many de-
pendent families at once effects a most happy change in

* Report of the Select Committee, 9, 148, 292. Shirreff,
p. 385, Talbot, vol. ii. p. 99-103, i
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their own condition, and affords the only means of in-
troducing at home a better system of managing land,
as well as more comfortable habits of living among the
lower classes.

Government have at different times aided in the carry-
ing out and settlement of emigrants, and have even con-
templated doing so on a greater scale ; but, following
the principles laid down by Lord Goderich in 1831, no
‘actual assistance has been given, nor free grants ma.de,
except in very special circumstances. Such grants, it
appears, had been often abused, or\retained with merely
speculative views, till the nnprovéments around them
should enhance their value as objects of sale. It was
therefore considered most eligible that the poorer emi-
grants should begin by working at the high wages
which the country affords, and thereby raise funds to
purchase land and locate themselves upon it. All that
Ministers undertook was to appoint agents at the
several chief towns to receive and direct them, and, if
greater numbers should arrive at any time than could
find occupation, to supply employment on some public
work. During the great migration of 1832, no doubt,
when 85,000 proceeded to Upper Canada., Sir John
Colborne, finding it impossible to dispose of them all,
was obhged to spend not less than £13,286 on thexr
maintenance,—an act of benevolence which was sanc-
tioned lw government, though it very far exceeded the
authorized sum. The amount was reduced in the fol-
lowing year to £5000: in 1832, the number to whom
aid was afforded by landlords and parishes was 4988.

Under the circumstances in which this kind of emi-
gration takes place, a strict economy is very specially
called for, When Mr Robinson undertook to establish
his colony in 1823, he found that the expense of settling
568 amounted to £12,5639, or £22, 1s. 6d. for each. But
that gentleman, after conducting thither the larger num-
ber of 2024 in 1825, calculated that a family of four
could be conveyed across the Atlantic, supported fifteen
months on wheaten bread and pork, supplied with all the

ON EMIGRATION TO THE

)

necessary
Mr Buch
£40. He
potatoes,

pork and
the land

exerts hi
we suspe
of 167 fe
of £11, 3
ever, rece
and of la
is general
a spot wh
try. W
passage, ¢
pocket o1
agent for
order on

to the in
it will be
may be ¢

There

ing of sc
services,
grants of
selves ug
promising
for such

with que:
patient i1
a career.
reports tl
came dej
by intem
turned to

* Repor
pp. vi. vii,




8 of in-
ng land,
ong the

e CarTy-
ren ¢on-
llowing
831, no
3 made,
rants, it
merely
d them
It was
er emi-
| wages
ands to
All that
at the
, and, if
n could
» public
» doubt,
r John
tlem all,
n their
8 Sanc-
ded the
the fol-

stablish
settling
. But
T num-
of four
fifteen
.all the

BRITISH ‘N(;RTH AMERICAN COLONIES. 149

necessary implements, and even with acow, for about £60.
Mr Buchanan reckons that this sum might be reduced to

£40. He conceives that, to a poor Irish family, oatmeal,

potatoes, and herrings, may in a great measure supersede
pork and wheat-flour ; and that a cow cannot be fed on
the land till after some time, when the settler, if he
exerts himself, should be able to purchase one ; but this
we suspect is exacting rather too much. An emigration
of 167 families from Lanarkshire was effected at a cost

of £11, 3s. 7d. for each individual. They did not, how-

ever, receive food or implements. In the case of paupers

and of labourers conveyed at the expense of parishes, it

is generally considered enough if they be enabled to reach

a spot where they can obtain the good wages of the coun-
try. With this view, it is only necessary to pay their
passage, and let them have two or three pounds in their
pocket on landing. This sum should be intrusted to the
agent for emigration in this country, who will give an
order on his correspondent in Canada ; for if given here
to the individuals themselves, there is great danger that
it will be squandered on the passage. In this way they
may be conveyed for £6 a-head.*

There has been a peculiar class of emigrants consist-
ing of soldiers and sailors enjoying pensions for past
services, which they had been induced to exchange for
grants of land, with a sum of money to locate them-
selves upon it. This experiment, never perhaps very
promising, has been attended with but limited success ;
for such persons are usually somewhat advanced in life,
with questionablé’ habits, and little likely to possess that
patient industry which can alone ensure success in such
a career. Of 1700 who went out in 1832, Mr Buchanan
reports that many loitered, spent their money, and be-
came dependent upon charity ; a number, predisposed
by intemperance, died of cholera; and about 100 re-
turned to-the United Kingdom. By Mr Spring Rice’s

* Report of Select Committee, p 217. Picken, Appendix,
Pp- Vi vii, _Returns 1836, p. 15-17.
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letter of 12th July 1834, the system of granting lands
to discharged soldiers is ordered to be discontinued.*

We are now called upon to consider the plan of
emigration and settlement proposed by Mr Buller in his
able Report formed under Lord Durham’s direction.
We must trust to the candour of those eminent indivi-
duals if, in doing justice to the diligence and talent with
which the design is framed, we should as to some parti-
culars feel obliged to express our dissent.

The greatest evil, in the eyes of Mr Buller, arises from
the fact, that vast tracts of land have been granted on
various pretexts to individuals who, refusing either to
improve or to sell, continue to retain them, in con-
templation of the augmented value which they may
hereafter derive from the progress of settlement. . With-
out entering into details, it may be stated that these lots
considerably exceed the amount of those actually settled
and cultivated. Such grants not only remain as dead
stock, but intercept the intercourse between the settled
tracts, and render the roads and other communications,
on which the welfare of the country essentially depends,
much more expensive. It is proposed, therefore, to
impose a tax of 2d. per acre on all lands thus retained
in a wild state, and, in case the payment in money
should be inconvenient, to accept portions of the ground
itself, in lots of not less than 100 acres, at the rate of
4s, per acre. The produce of this impost, joined to that
of the sales of land and timber, is proposed to be employ-
ed, first, in carrying out, under the auspices of Govern-
ment, an extensive system of emigration, then in form-
ing railroads, canals, and other communications, without
which the finest*soil, from the want of any means of
conveying its produce to market, is of very inferior
value. As the mere annual amount of these funds,
however, would only enable the improvements to make
a limited and tardy progress, he proposes to raise at
once a large loan on their credit. Thus the works

* Returns, Emigration 1833, p. 6. Emigration Papers 1834, p. 8.
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might be commenced at once on a great schle, and their
good effects speedily come into operation ; while to pre-
vent the abuses incident to such operations when carried
on by Government, it is suggested that a central com-
mission should be formed in England to act in concert
with commissioners in the colonies, who shall be bound
to publish frequent reports.

In regard to the disposal of government-lands, Mr
Buller concurs with the late commissioners in thinking
that they ought to be sold only for ready money. He
advises, however, that no restriction should be enforced as
to the quantity purchased at one time, whether by an in-
dividual ora body. Such regulations are so easily evaded
as to be nugatory ; and besides, the acquirement of large
blocks by companies and capitalists, who open roads,
erect mills and bridges, and prepare the Iand for occu-
pation, has been the principal means whereby settlement
has been extended in the United States. But he does
not recommend the system of auctlon, because it has
been found to create great delay and inconvenience to -
the settler, who, after an expensive survey, is often dis-
appointed of the spot he has fixed on. Nor does- it ap-
pear on most occasions, either in Canada or the States,
to produce much above the upset price. He therefore
prefers a fixed rate, at which any one may procure the
lands which remain unsold ; and this, after much con-
sideration, he proposes to fix at 10s. an acre,
 Such is the outline of Mr Buller’s plan, which, on
the whole, appears to us extremely judicious, and which
we should be happy to see carried speedily into effect,
though much, no doubt, will depend on the manage-
ment of the details, which in the hands of a-high official
department are too often misconducted. The selection
~~of the public works is a most- momentous point, espe-
cially after so many failures in those from time to time
undertaken by the British Government. We are sorry
to add that several of those proposed by MrBuller him-
self appear to us not exempt from this censure ; but in-
tending in the following chapter to take a full view of




162

this very important subject, we shall reserve our observa-
tions. ~

The only point on which we shall now take leave to
dissent is the price of 10s. proposed to be asked for the
crown property. The public lands of the -Union, put
up at 1} dollar (5s. 3d. sterling), have of late produced
little or nothing higher ; and yet it is well known that
though more distant from market they possess a superio-
rity in point of climate as well as of soil, and are the object
of more extensive competition. Besides, it seems to be
admitted that the wild lands in Canada have no chance
of bringing this price at present ; but it is held out that
they will readily do so when the projected communica-
tions shall be completed and the adjoining properties
settled. We may observe, however, that. in the western
states of Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan, vast improve-
ments of this nature have been carried on for years, and
many millions expended, without producing such an
effect. In locking up these lands, too, from settlement
by a prohibitory price, with the speculative view of a rise
in their value, would not Government be following the
very example so much reprobated in individuals, and
add to the evil of keeping unimproved blocks interposed
between the cultivated districts? The expected rise
moreover appears to be very doubtful. From some
cause which we cannot fully explain, the price of such
lands in the United States, instead of advancing with
the progress of settlement and the eager competition
for their acquirement, has been constantly falling. Be-
fore 1820 the minimum was two dollars, allowing
indeed some credit ; and in that year the system was
adopted of selling by auction for ready money at the
upset price of 5s. 6d. sterling. For some time higher
terms were realized, but these gradually fell, till in the
great speculating year of 1836, when npwards of twenty
millions of acres were sold, the average did not exceed
the upset price of 14 dollar.*

ON EMIGRATION TO THE

* Official Account in the American Almanac for 1839, p. 101.
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We apprehend that Mr Buller has been led into a
great error as to the extent of crown lands, especially
in Upper Canada. He observes that its surveyed terri-
tory amounts to 17,663,644 acres, of which 16,506,525
have been granted, leaving 1,147,019, which he and
Lord Durham appear to consider as the whole amount
that Government has now to dispose of.* But in fact the
tracts surveyed and formed into townships constitute
only a small proportion of its immense extent. The part
thus laid out in the central districts cannot exceed a third
of the large space reaching northward from Lalé Ontario
to the Ottawa and Lake Nipissing, the remainder of
which is perhaps not much short of all the lands already
granted. Of this tract some detached portions bordering
on Lake Huron were pointed out to the reporter, but do
not seem to have attracted his attention.t Moreover, be-
yond these last-mentioned boundaries towards the north
and west is a region still more extensive. Mr Bouchette,
whose accuracy stands so high,estimates the area of Upper
Canada at 141,000 square miles or 90,240,000 acres, leav~
ing upwards of 70,000,000 acres still open for location.
In the part, too, assigned to Lower Canada, vast tracts
extend northward from the Ottawa to the height of
the land belonging to Hudson’s Bay. The unsurveyed
territory may thus be said to be in a practical sense in-
exhaustible ; and being in a lower latitude than 48°, it
is all in a climate admitting of culture, and is so per-
forated by great rivers and lakes that communications
can without any serious difficulty be formed through-
out. We by no means recommend that such operations
should be immediately undertaken, but rather that, ac-
cording to Mr Buller’s plan, the districts now imperfectly
occupied should be previously filled up. But these
facts, which ought doubtless to be taken into considera-
tion, seem to leave no ground for a churlish or stinted
distribution.

There remains still an important branch of informa-

* Report, p. 77 quendix B, p. 8.

+ Appendix B, p. 111-316.
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tion, which respects the means of conveyance to the
- settlement, and the expenditure which must be incur-
red in this removal. These particulars might seem to
have belonged more naturally to an earlier part of our
investigation ; yet we conceive they will be better under-
stood after having explained the different classes of emi-
grants, thieir localities, and the accommodations which in
our view appear indispensable. The task is arduous, and

must absorb a certain. portion of the funds destined for

the great undertaking ; though from the large scale on
which it is now taking place, and from its having be-
come a national object, the expenditure has been reduced
to the lowest possible limit. At all the great ports,—
London, Liverpool, Bristol, Leith, Greenock, Dublin,
Cork, Limerick, and Belfast, Government have ‘named
agents, who do not indeed supply any funds, but afford
to the intending emigrant every information of which
he can stand in need.

We begin by assuming that in almost every instance
it will be deemed important to expend as little as possible
upon the removal ; and provided comfort or even health
be secured, state and luxury may well be dispensed with.
The steerage passengers obtain a place on very easy
terms in the vessels destined for the timber-trade, many
of which go out in ballast ; the rates being generally from
£2, 10s. to £3 for adults. According to the statement
made by our Leith correspondent, two children between
the ages of seven and fourteen are charged as one adult ;
between one and seven, three are counted as one ; under
a year old they go free. This charge, however, does
not include provisions, the captain furnishing only
berths, water, and fire. The store laid in will of
course be according to the habits or means of the pas-
senger ; but it must be calculated for the longest period
which the voyage is likely to last, leaving in ordinary
cases a surplus, which may be consumed after land-
ing. The law requires seventy pounds of biscuit or
other food from grain ; but this is generally considered
too small. Mr Buchanan recommends for a family of

Bl

five,forty-
weight of
a keg, one

. fifty poun

and some
in Scotlax
spondent )
When pr
nearly doi
hospital-t:
the captai
fourteen, ¢
adult.
The cal
from £15
deen, it is
dent state
These rate
it is in the
which cas
whose este
for £50 ar
A great
now prefei
the passag
charged, o
timber-tra
to £4 witl
pool pay !
derably le
cent pack
thirty-five
species of
gusson en;
thereby er
servant to

* The inf
by well-infor
at the princi




BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES. 155

five,forty-eight stone of potatoes, two and a half hundred-
weight of oatmeal or flour, twenty pounds of butter in
a keg, one gallon of molasses, twenty pounds of bacon,
. fifty pounds of herrings in a keg, one gallon of spirits,
and some vinegar. These, he thinks, may be provided
in Scotland for £5, in England for £7 ; but our corre-
spondent reckons the outlay at not less than 30s. a-head.
When provisions are furnished the passage-money is
nearly doubled ; and there is also levied at Quebec an
hospital-tax of 4s. 6d. sterling, which is usually paid to
the captain. In this case, as before, two children under
fourteen, and three under seven, are only charged as one
adult. :

The cabin-passage from Liverpool to Quebec varies
from £15 to £20 ; but at Leith, Greenock, and Aber-
deen, it is only £10 or £12. Our Limerick correspon-
dent states that from thence it does not exceed £8, 8s.
These rates include provisions ; but in many instances
it is in the choice of families to take a separate cabin, in
which case they can supply themselves, Mr Magrath,
whose establishment consisted of nine, hired the cabin
for £50 and provisioned them for £20.

A great proportion of the emigrants to Upper Canada
now prefer to go by the way of New York ; but, though
the passage is considerably shorter, higher rates are
charged, owing to the want of accommodation from the
timber-trade. The steerage passengers pay from £3, 10s.
to £4 without provisions. Those in the cabin at Liver-
pool pay from £20 to £25, but in other ports consi-
derably less, even so low as £12, 12s. In the magnifi-
cent packets which sail from the Mersey the fare is
thirty-five guineas, but in return for this sum every
species of splendour and luxury is enjoyed. Mr Fer-
gusson engaged a state-cabin in one of them, and was
thereby enabled to convey a family of ten with a man-
servant to New York for £212.%

* The information here given is chiefly from communications
by well-informed individuals to whom application was made by us

at the principal ports whence vessels sail for America. /

[

{ |
\

i s il i sl .= A




166 ON EMIGRATION TO THE

Emigrants should if possible learn the character of
the captain with whom they are to sail,“otherwise they
may suffer severely. Some shipmasters have furnished
provisions, and particularly water, both deficient in
amount and of bad quality, by which the health of the
passengers has greatly suffered ; while others have de-
manded the hospital-tax for every child at the same rate
as for an adult, and after engaging to go to Montreal have
stopped at Quebec. “On information being given to the
emigration-agent, every exertion will be made by him
to obtain redress: and we are bound to add, on the
assurance of Mr Buchanan, that the complaints of this
kind in 1836 were uncommonly few.*

It is also important for the emigrant to consider what
supplies he should tak},with him ; for while all manu-
factured goods are in“the colony both dearer and more
clumsily made than at home, articles of great bulk and
delicate fabric are carried out at a heavy expense, and in
the frequent changes of conveyance, damage can scarcely
be avoided. Furniture is very cumbrous, and from the
abundance of wood it can be had in Canada at once
cheaper and much better adapted to a forest residence.
Nearly the same may be said respecting bulky articles
composed of iron. Glass and porcelain can hardly
escape accident ; but on the other hand, of every kind
of wearing-apparel and bedding, a stock fitted to endure
some time may be caryied out with great advantage.
This last indeed is indispensable, not being usually fur-
nished on shipboard. Boots and shoes are particularly
recommended, being in the colony ill made, of leather
imperfectly tanned, and not at all durable, Ifa cultivat-
ed understanding leads the settler to wish for books, a
better choice and at cheaper rates will be found at home.
The same may be said of every object connected with
art or science. The artisan should take his tools.
Those fond bf gardening ought to carry the seeds of
plants and vegetables, which, can scarcely be had there

* Returns 1836, pp. 12, 13, 22,
2
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r of of good quality ; ygt'it ought to be considered whether,
they a settler is likely té find much leisure for these recrea-
ished tions. On the whole, he ought to be on his guard
it in against drawing too much on his funds before going
F the to a placg where money is at once so scarce and so
y de- valuable.®

) rate Having landed our emigrant in America, we must
have conduct him to those parts of the interior where he will

» the procure land or find employmént. Generally speaking it
him is necessary to go to a considerable distance, and this jour-

1 the ney in most cases is more troublesome and perhaps fuller
' this of incident than his sea-voyage. Upper Canada has

hitherto been the principal resort, and the Newcastle
what and Home districts the nearest points. Many vessels

anu- now proceed at once to Montreal ; but supposmg the
more emigrant to have landed at Quebec, there is a daily pas-

- and sage to the former citly in comfortable steam-ships,—the
nd in cabin-fare £1, 6s., the steerage 4s. 4d. and sometxmes y
rcely low as 2s. 2d.

a the From Montreal to Kingston there lare two modes of

once proceeding,—one along the St Lawrence, the othér by
ence. the Ottawa and the Rideau Canal. On #Hie former the
ticles more wealthy pa.ssenger engages a seat in the coach\
wrdly which, alternately with a steamer, conveys him tp |
kind Prescott where, having passed the obstructions on the

dure river, he performs the rest of the journey by steam.
tage. The whole is managed by individuals called forwarders,
- far- to whom a fare of ten dollars is paid ; and the time oc-
larly cupied is two days. The expense of living is 1s, 8d.
ather each meal, and the luggage is charged 2s. 4d, sterling
ivat- per cwt. for all above fifty pounds, which are allowed to
ks, a each passenger. The traveller of a less opulent class

ome. takes a passage in one of the camal-boats, which are
with from fifteen to twenty-five tons, and mostly open ; the
tools. fare to Prescott, 140 miles, being 4s. 4d. Thence he can
ds of go in the steam-vessel to Kingston, paying for a place in
there 4 -
—_— * Backwoods, pp. 179,180. Murray’s Emigrant’s and Traveller's

Guide, p. 10. Statmtxcal Sketches, p. 13-15. Magrath, pp. 26, 27.
VOL, III, K




158 ON EMIGRATION TO THE

the steerage 2s. 2d. These rates are of course exclusive
of provisions, which he must carry with him. The tran-
sit occupies six ‘or seven days.

On the Rideau line the first class of travellers are
conveyed by coach to La Chine, the rest mostly by steam.
This route requires four or five days, but leads through
a variety of agreeable scenery,—the fare is £2, 12s,
including provisions. The second class proceed through
the canals in decked boats, and pay 9s. without any
allowance of food. As they are sheltered from the
wegther, this mode of travelling is considered for them
the most commodious.

From Kingston the emigrant finds a cheap con-
veyance by steam to the whole circuit of Lake On-
tario. If his destination be the Newcastle District, a
vessel conveys him to Cobourg, 100 miles, for 13s. in
the cabin, or 4s. 4d. in the steerage ; and if he goes to the
Home or more western districts, he is carried to Toronto
for an additional 13s. or 2s. 2d. From Toronto steamers
proceed daily to Niagara or Hamilton, and the charge is
8s. 8d. or 4s. 4d. steerage. From Niagara he may be
transported by coach or wagon to Chippeway, whence
steamers ply to every part of the shores of Lake Erie.
From the former place to Detroit, 350 miles, the first
style /of travelling costs £2, 12s., the second only a
fourth-of that amount.

The stranger who contemplates the purchase of land
will probably find it necessary to spend some time in
making arrangements at Toronto or some other town
near the intended spot ; and during this period his ex-
pense will vary according to circumstances. Mr Magrath
reckoned that a family of nine might reside a fortnight
in lodgings at Toronto for £13. There is then the charge
of conveyance to the locality selected by him, which
will be more or less according to distance, quantity of
luggage, and the state of the roads.. From Hamiltpn to
London, fifty-six miles, the regular fare by wagon is
stated at 19s. 6d.—thence to Goderich 15s. 2d. Two or
three parties may lighten thg expense by hiring a vehicle
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in common. Mr Magrath states that /the transport of
his family to the London District coét”£8.*

The route is now to be traced from New York to
Upper Canada : and from that city the traveller is con-
veyed up the Hudson to Albany at rates which vary, but
are always moderate. Mr Fergusson paid 9s. cabin-fare,
with 2s. 3d. for a handsome dinner. The steerage is
4s. 4d., sometimes only 2s. 2d. At Albany commenges
the great Erie Canal, a branch of which leads to Oswego
on the southern shore of Lake Ontario ; and the distance,
200 miles, may be performed for 13s. 4d. without provi-
sions. The cabin-passenger, whose way is somewhat
shortened by the Schenectady railroad, pays £1, 14s.,
for which he has a good table. From Oswego, steamers
constantly ply to all the towns on the lake at the same
moderate fares as from Kingston. He, however, who
is destined for the most western districts may proceed
the whole way along the canal to Buffalo, 363 miles,
for £3, 0s. 2d. cabin, £1, 3s.10d. steerage. Mr Fergusson
conveyed his family, which consisted of ten, with every

" comfort for £50, 12s.

We have finally to conduct the settler to the Eastern
Townships, the route to which by Quebec is so short and
easy as to constitute one of their chief recommendations.
The Montreal steamer readily conveys him from Quebec
to Port St Francis, a distance of ninety-one miles ; and
here the American Land Company have prepared a good
inn and little cottages, which may be temporarily occu-
pied as.lodgings. From Port St Francis a coach sets out
daily and arrives late in the evening at Sherbrooke, in
the heart of the Townships; the fare being £1, 6s.
Two persons may hire a caléche, or light spring-wagon,
with one horse, which will make the journey in two
days, the hire eight dollars, with about 1s. for each meal,
and 9d. for bed. Four thay have a French cart for six
dollars, exclusive of expenses, and, for the same sum,
nine cwt. of baggage will be conveyed.

® Murray's Guide, pp. 17, 18, 21-25, 34, 41-43.
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From New York, Montreal or the Townships may be
reached by the canal from Albany to Lake Champlain,
At its northern extremity is the port of St John, whence
a railway now leads to La Prairie, separated from Mont-
real only by the channel of the St Lawrence. Those
destined for the Townships stop at Burlington about
half-way along the lake, whence a land-route of ninety
miles leads to Stanstead, and another of thirty-three to
Sherbrooke. A stage runs this way twice a~week. It
forms, however, so circuitous a journey, when compared
with that from Quebec, that it cannot be recommended
except under peculiar circumstances,*

The land companies form an important feature in the
domestic economy of Canada, particularly as regards
emigration. Each of them has purchased from govern-

ON EMIGRATION TO THE

ment a large block, for which thef pay by successive

instalments, and then retail it in small lots, suited to
the means of.the different classes of emiggants. To se-
curé profif to themselves, they exact of course a large
incerease of price ; but besides granting a pretty long
credit, they afford aid and sometimes even advances to
the emigrant. They also make roads and other commu-
nications through the territory; which operations have
been carried on by the Canada Company in the upper
province, and by the North American Land Company
in the lower.
The former were established by royal charter on the
19th August 1826, under the Act 6th Geo. IV. cap. 75,
-aPy which they are entitled to all the privileges of a cor-
porate body, and to hold lands in any part of his ma-
Jesty’s dominions. They immediately contracted for the
purchase of 1,384,413 acres of crown and 829,430 of

clergy reserves ; but as government found that they could’

not alienate the latter portion, they allowed them as
a substitute to select 1,100,000 acres on the eastern
shore of Lake Huron, making in all 2,484,413 acres.

— AN
v,

* Letters from Eastern Tomthl'ps, published by American Land
Company, pp. 6, 7. Murray’s Guide, p. §0-55.
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8 may be The crown reserves consist of detached blocks of various
amplain, sizes, scattered throughout every part of the province,
» whence the most important being that composing the township
m Mont- of Guelph, in Gore District. For the whole they stipu-
Those lated to pay £348,000, by annual instalments varying
m about from £15,000 to £20,000 ; but of this sum they were al-
f ninety lowed £45,000, to be employed in roads and other im-
-three to provements.
eek. It In pursuance of this arrangement, the Company at
dmpared the end of 1836 had paid up to government £185,000,
imended and had expended £26,000 in improvements. They had
. sold in all 670,000 acres. The amount of sales during
e in the the year just named was 50,030 acres in the Huron tract,\_
regards at the average price of 10s. 8d. ; and 40,077 in other quar-
goyern- ters at 128. 4d.  This, with some town lots, raised their in-
100eesive come for the year to £52,000.* They haye since paid the
nited to instalments for 1837 and 1838, notwithstanding the severe
To se- check caused by the insurrection ; but their sales in the lat-
& large ter year did not exceed 13,299 acres, of which 7618 were
ty long in the Crown reserves, 254 in the Guelph territory, and
nces to 5427 in the Huron tract. In the two former the prices
*ommu- varied from 15s. 9d. to 10s. 11d., in the last from 13s. 7d.
ns have to 10s. 3d.. They consider that there is now nothing in
® upper the state of the country to discourage emigration, which
bmpany they expect to take place on a great scale next year.
The extensive transfer made to the Company has been
on the objected to chiefly on political grbunds ; yet Mr Buller
cap. 75, allows that settlement has pro¢eeded on their ‘lands
f a cor- more rapidly and regularly than ({n those of the crown.t
his ma- The Ameridan Land Company were of later origin,
for the and their operations: have taken place in a different
/430 Of', quarter. They contemplate extending their transactions
y could to various parts of British America, but as yet have con-
fined them to the Eastern Townships of Lower Canada.

* Bouchette, vol. i. pp. 113, 114. Summz;;}v of last annual re-

port in the Morning Chronicle of March 30, 1837. The statement
Elven in this and other public prints was, we believe, not sanctioned
the directors ; but its correctness has not been questioned.

4+ Appendix B, p. 10/
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By an agreement concluded with them on the part of
the Government by Lord Stanley, in December 1833,
they received 251,336 acres of crown-reserves and sur-
veyed lands in the counties of Sherbrooke, Shefford, and
Stanstead ; and 596,325 of unsurveyed lands in the
counties of Sherbrooke. The site and boundaries have
already been described under the topography of Lower
Canada. The price was to be £120,000, payable by in-
stalments in ten years; but one-half was to be allowed
for roadr, bridges, an(ilother unprovements, if sanctioned
by the governor-in-chief.*

By subsequent arrangem ts the Company have ac-
quired additional lands, malémg their whole possessions,
at the beginning of 1837, amount to 1,209,250 acres,
purchased for the price of £177,372, to which they had
added 8946 acres of improved farms, with 932 town
lots, which cost them £15,474. A road has been
made by them from Montreal to Sherbrooke, another
from Port St Francis to Richmond, and leading also
Sherbrooke, which has become, as it were, their capital.
Thence another has been completed to Victoria, a small
town founded in the heart of their great block, through
which roads are immediately to be undertaken from this
point, laying open its different tracts for settlement.
The Company give to the poorer immigrants employ-
ment on these works, build a log-house for them, cleara
small spot of ground, and even, if circumstances require,
make an advance of subsistence. It is generally stated
that they treat settlers with kindness and attention. The
lands were scarcely opened for colonization till 1836,
during which year there were sold 33,639 acres, for
the price of £14,752, 16s. sterling, payable by instal-
ments. The number of families settled in and round
Victoria amounted at the end of that year to 326, com-
prising 1793 persons, and occupying 23,876 acres. At the
same town as well as at Sherbrooke they have erected grist
and saw mills, which are necessary for the accommodation

*® Papers relating to Canada Lands, 21st April 1837, pp. 3, 4.
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of the colonists, and have, also formed a large woollen
manufactory, chiefly to afford a market for the raw
material produced in the surrounding district. We
doubt the expediency or probable advantage of this last
establishment, which seems neither suited to the infant
state of the district, nor to the management of a large
non-resident body.

The prospects of the Company were of late deeply
¢louded by the adverse state of affairs in the colony.
The malecontent party used every effort to thwart their
measures and O deter settlers, who were also alarmed
by the disturbed condition of the province. On the 3d
February 1838 they represented to Lord Glenelg that
they had paid as follows :—

Instalments of the original purchase, . £19,200
Crown and clergy reserves, . . 25,750
Improvements and surveys, ; . 35,000
Provisions, &c, to settlers, . . 15,000
Incidental expenses, . . . 17,196
Forming Port St Francis, - . 6,870
Purchase and improvement of Sherbrooke, 23,170
Minor private purchases, . : . 34,450

£176,636
Still due on original purchase, . 42,000

reserves, . . o 6,255
improvement fund, . 39,000

£263,891

In return for this vast outlay their sales had not
exceeded £4500, of which only £1500 had been realized.
In these cirgumstances, they craved a remission of inte-
rest on the amount still due, and a suspension for five
years of the payment of farther instalments. Govern-
ment, however, declined doing more than remit both
interest and instalments for one year, leaving the ques-
tion of further indulgence to be decided by circum-
stances ; and when this relaxation was represented as
quite insufficient, it was intimated that nothing more
could be done without reference to Lord Durham. His
lordship reported that he considered it of the worst
cbnsequence that the crown should not enforce the con-
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approved of such undertakings as that of the Company,
he considered their bargain decidedly advantageous;
and added that he had refused the same terms, as
unfavourable to the state, when offered by highly re-
spectable parties for another block of 225,000 acres,
The only relief which he could recommend' was the
resumption by Government of the lands sold to them,
which, for the reasons assigned by him, might be done
he thought on advantageous teyms. Nothing further
has publicly transpired, though we believe negotiations
of some kind are still going on.*

The existence of such a corporation is strongly object-
led to by a numerous party, who urge that it creates a
monopoly of the lands, and carries money out of the
country. The Commissioners on Grievances have how-
ever reported favourably on the subject, conceiving that
the Company have done much to improve the district,
and assist the settler by various means which Govern-
ment could not employ. The first objection they con-
ceive to be obviated by the quantity of land still in the
hands of the crown, and exposed to periodical sale ; and
to preserve this check, they recommend that no privi-
leged body shall ever receive similar grants. With
regard to the taking capital out of the country, it is
observed, that the Company’ must previously have
brought it in ; and that while this operation is positive
and immediate, the other is remote, and probably less
extensive.t

Before closing this chapter, it may be expected that
we should say a few words respecting the comparative
advantages of Canada and the United States ; and this
appears the more necessary, as Mr Shirreff has drawn so
favourable a pictfire, and given so decided a preference
to the latter. Other respectable writers seem also to

* Papers (11th February 1839), pp. 36-39, 149-151.
a1, Tl Rever

4+ General Report, p. 2 rd Report of American Land
Company, March 183;. =
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he highly acquiesce in the conclusion, that by those who can
Company, overcome their reluctance to place themselves under a
ntageous ; foreign government, more wealth may be obtained in the
terms, as States. We confess, however, that the author of the
highly re- “Tour through North America” appears to us to labour
D00 acres, under a bias on this particular head ; though we must

" was the add that his statement of facts is so candid as to afford
to them, - the means of refuting his own flattering arguments.

it be done In the first place, we may observe, that Illinois, to
g further which his observations specially apply, is a most com-

gotiations plete bush territory, more remote from markets than
even those distant parts of Canada which he considers
1y object- on that ground as unfit for emigration. Its produce

 creates a can reach New Orleans only by about a thousand miles
ut of the of river navigation, and must there make a large circuit
ave how- to the Atlantic States, where the market is usually low.
ving that If, as he seems to suppose possible, the route of Upper
e district, Canada should be preferred, whence Illinois is also about

. Govern- a thousand miles distant, its comparative remoteness will
shey con- become still more palpable. Accordingly the prices are
ill in the so miserably small, as to preclude all chance of any re-
ale ; and turn for capital invested in its soil. At Springfield,
no privi- in the most flourishing part of the country, he found
. With wheat -selling at 374 cents (1s.9d.), and Indian corn

try, it is at 10 cents (not quite 6d.) He dazzles the reader,
sly have indeed, by his estimate of the produce of 200 acres, of

)
positive which 160 are cleared, and whence he expects that [
ably less 1600 bushels of wheat and 6400 of Indian corn may |

. be obtained, As he has not, however, ¥entured to '
rted that convert these large amounts into money, we shall do it ‘
\parative for him on his own data.
and this 1600 bushels wheat, at 1s. 9. . .  £140 0°0
Irawn so 6400 do. Indian corn, at 53d. . . 146 13 4

eference £286 13~_ 4

- also to Allow the same expense as on our Canadian farm (see
p- 120), although the wages are stated to be higher,
and there are ten acres more under culture, . 265 15 0

Profit, £20 18 4

e I R NI 7 e ARSI

— — e ————————

can Land )
This estimate, we presume, will dispose of the ques-
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on any terms.

Mr Shirreff perhaps might still maintain that, for the
labouring settler, Illinois is beyond comparison prefer-
able; but we glean from himself some particulars
which make this not quite so manifest. He admits, for
instance, that agricultural employment is not always to
be found westward of the Alleghany ; and this might
well have been suspected, as the prices of produce seem
insufficient to enable the proprietor to pay for any extent
of hired labour. The only immigrants, therefore, who
can work their way in this district are those who can
exercise trades suited to it ; and even these employments,
being limited to the small towns and villages, cannot
maintain a very numerous body.

This author dwells much on the low price of land,
which he represents as uniformly offered to all purchasers
at 11 dollar, or 5s. 3d. per acre. This plan of putting
the same price on the best and the worst ground ap-
peared to us very singular; but we soon found from
his own statement, that when a tract has been sur-
veyed for settlement, the sale is advertised, and the lots
are put up and sold to the highest bidder. The sale is
continued from day to day, as long as any bidding cen-
tinues ; and it is only the land for which no one will
offer any thing that is thrown open to the public at the

tion in regard to gentlemen settlers, or those who culti-
vate by hired labour, and expect o enjoy some of the
elegances of life; and it is worthy of notice that all
foreign manufactures and luxuries are much more heavily
taxed. One writer states, that a man might pay the
expenses of a journey from New York to Toronto, by
merely buying two suits of clothes at the latter town.
The exorbitant tariff, indeed, is in process of reduction ;
yet a protecting duty, as it is called (heavy when com-
pared to that levied in Canada), is still to be retained.
Our author himself admits the habitations in Illinois to be
extremely poor ; and a British settler in Michigan treats
as ridiculous the idea of a lady or gentleman living there,
observing that a female servant is not to be procured
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low price he mentions. The system of requiring pay-
ment on the spot, so highly approved by Mr Shirreff,
certainly possesses some advantages, though it may not
always suit the poorer settlers. There is, besides, reason
to suspect, that at these great sales almost all the good
land is bought up by speculatprs, who retail it, on credit
perhaps, but at greatly adyanced prices, to the culti-
vator. We observe accordingly that an emigrant in
Michigan was unable to pfocure a suitable lot for less
than three dollars an acre.

The nature of the surfa¢e in Illinois, consisting to a
great extent of prairie, is considered to have a vast
superiority over the heavily timbered plains of Canada.
The settler, it is said, escapes the severe labour of cutting
down the forest, and can bring his ground much sooner
into full cultivation. We suspect, however, that the land
possessing this advantage is much more limited than is
here supposed ; and a prairie surface is generally wet, fit
only for pasturage. Carey and Lea state the extent of
the dry prairies at only 1,200,000 acres, or about a thir-
tieth part of the entire surface. Besides, the absolute
want of timber for fuel, fences, and implements, is a
more irremediable evil than its excess. Hence, as our
author himself observes, settlements are established only
along the edge of the forest, and even the distance of half
a mile from it is considered as approaching an incon-
venience. Moreover the prairie land, entangled with
strong roots of grass, must be broken up by a heavy
ploughing with six oxen. This Mr Shirreff supposes
may be executed by contract for two dollars,—an esti-
mate which appears to us very singular, when we find
Mr Pickering reckon common ploughing for corn in
Canada, a country of cheaper labour, at the same rate.
It is also a disadvantage for the poor emigrant, that this
operation must be paid for in hard cash, which perhaps
he has not ; while the clearing of the forest though a
heavier ta.sk, can be executed with his own hands. Nor
do the Americans themselves show any such decided
preference for prairie, but resort in equal proportion to
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the heavily timbered district of Michigan. Between

1821 and 1831, Illinois increased from 55,000 to
157,000 ; Michigan from 9000 to 31,000. In 1836, a
greater quantity of land was sold in the latter than in

the former.*

Since writing these remarks, we have found views

nearly similar to those of Mr Shirreff advocated with ,

considerable eloquence under the high authority of Lord

Durham. Being, however, unconvinced by his lord-

ship’s statements, and dreading that they may produce

effects which he himself might regret, it may be neces-
to examine them with some attention.

His lordship dwells strongly on the contrast presepted

on the opposite sides of the frontier line. * On the

American side, all is acti

and bustle ; the forest has

been widely cleared ; every\year numerous settlements

are formed, and thousands of farms are created out of

the waste ; the country is intersected by common roads ;
canals and railways are finished, or in the course of for-
mation, all of which are crowded by people, and enli-
vened by numerous carriages and large steam-boats; every
village has its schoolhouse‘and place of public worship.

But on the British side of the line, with the exception of

a few favoured spots, where some approach to American
prosperity is apparent, all seems waste and desolate.
A widely scattered population, hardy and industrious,
but poor and unenterprising, are separated from each
other by tracts of intervening forest, without towns and
markets, almost without roads, living in mean houses,
drawing little more than a rude subsistence from ill-

cultivated land, and seemingly incapable of improving -

their condition.” He mentions as customary in the East-
ern Townships, that travellers make a circuit through
the territory of the States in order to obtain the benefit

of their roads.

New Brunswick frontier, could always tell on which side

Major Head, in travelling along the

® Shirreff, pp. 250-252, 377, 399, 421, 435, 447: Counsel for

Emigrants, pp. 52, 53, 54. Carey and Lea, Geography of America
(8vo, Londox? 1823), pp. 296, 31%. d
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of the line he was, from the obvious superiority of the
American settlements.

We do not mean to dispute these facts, or the acti-
vity of the republicans, coupled with the advantage
of their municipal institutio&. But the comparison
seems unfairly instituted between infant settlements
and others which have been the growth of centuries,
and fed by a long-continued stream of immigration.
Lower Canada, when conquered in 1762, contained
about 60,000 French inhabitants, all located on the great
rivers, beyond which they have never moved. The
southern frontier, whose backward state is particularly
alluded to, was then a complete desert, and,according to
Lord Durham’s own information, the Government adopt-
ed the bad policy of keeping it so, as a barrier against
the States. It is only within a very few years that
British settlers have been invited, or even permitted, to
occupy the country. How, then, could it ever stand a
comparison with the New England states, the most im-
proved in the Union, and which have been advancing
upwards of two centuries. New Brunswick, again, in
1783 was an unbroken forest, in which, till seven years
ago, only a few troops of refugees and disbanded soldiers
could be persuaded to settle. This small number natu-
rally preferred the coast and water frontage, and scarcely
at all penetrated into the deep inland frontier. Upper
Canada, in 1783, was equally desolate, and was only
slowly peopled by veteran troops and American squat-
ters till 1824, when the great tide of immigration set
in towards it. The difference along its border is ad-
mitted to be less perceptible ; and it may be observed,
that the picture of villages, towns, and even cities with
fine churches and great hotels, springing out of the
desert, is realized only upon the great Erie Canal,—the
most important commercial work perhaps existing, be-
ing the only channel for the industrious products of
several millions of people. Buffalo, the key of this in-
tercourse, could not but surpass Montreal, which supplies
the wants of a population comparatively trifling.

4
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The proper comparison evidently is between the
British settlements and the new states recently formed
in the western territory of the Union,—Indian, Illinois,
and Michigan. We have shown, even from observers
who viewed them with a favourable eye, that they as
yet realize nothing of that brilliant picture so imposingly
drawn by Lord Durham ; but that the habitations, and
all the accommodations of life, are rude and poor in the
extreme. It may be important to add the testimony of
Mr Hall, an American citizen, just returned from a tour
in those states. Even the long-settled and improved one
of Ohio, he observes, exhibits “ neat villages, extensive
farms, and valuable improvements, alternating with
rude hamlets, solitary log-houses, and masses of un-
broken forest. The exterior development, as presented
to the eye of the stranger, is new, rough, and uninviting.
Wealth and labour have been employed, with great
energy and success, in reducing the wild land into ‘ohlti-
vated fields, in bringing the resources of the country into
operation, and in providing the comforts of life ; but few
expenditures hﬁe been made for ornament and luxury.

“ Passing westerly through Indiana, Illinois, and Mis-
souri, there-will be found still less appeardnce of im-
provement. Generally speaking, the settlers in these
states continue to reside in their primitive dwellings ;
and hence the log-house and the rough worm-fence are
the chief objects of human construction that meet the
eye. There is an abundance, even/to profusion, of all
the necessaries of life, but none of the luxuries, and few
of what would be called comforts by those who are
unaccustomed to the habits of the country.”*

His lordship and Mr Buller have represented the im-
migrants to Upper Canada as so miserably disappointed,
that more than half their number have removed to the
United States. This is inconsistent with the statement
of Mr Hawke, the chief emigrant agent, who ought to
be the best judge, and who asserts that at least three-

fourths remained, though a considerable number were

® Quoted in Athenaum, February 1839,
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attracted by the public works carried on beyond the bor-
der. Lord Durham endeayours to controvert this testi-
mony byia calculation,* which does not, however, appear
to us conclusive. The population, in January 1830,
was 200,000, and is supposed to have risen in 1838 to
400,000. The first number is reported to have increased
by births at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, which
shall be admitted, though large for a country represented
in so depressed a condition. The immigrants by the
St Lawrence were 165,000 ; and these, too, it is said,
should have increased at the same rate. Considering,
however, that only about a third were females, and
that the unmarried settlers, amid the difficulties of their
location, were not likely for some time to risk a matri-
monial union, we do think that if, in the first years, .
they kept up their numbers, it was the very utmost
that could be expected. Fifty thousand are then
claimed as probably coming by New York ; and thus
we shall have—

Original number, . . . 200,000
Increased by births, ; . . 54,000
Immigrants by Quebec, . . 165,000
... by New York, : 56;000
— 215,000

469,000
Re-emigrated a fourth, . . 54,000

Should be, N 415,000

Thus are we supplied with a result differing very
little from Mr Hawke’s statement, even if the hypo-
thetical number of 400,000 were taken as correct. . Sir
Francis Head, however, supposes 450,000; and our
impression would be something intermediate between
these two estimates.

Lord Durhanvr-adduces, as a striking proof of the su-
periority of the Union, the comparatively high price of
land. So far as this relates to the old and fully peopled
states, it follows as a matter of course ; but when he
extends it to those newly formed, as Michigan (oddly

* Report, pp. 66, 67.
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classed with New York) we suspect that he proceeds on
very imperfect information. An official report gives the
whole number of acres sold in that state, down to 30th
September 1837, as 8,894,000, for which were paid
11,186,000 dollars, making the price per acre under
1 dollar 15 cents, or about 6s. sterling, which would be
considered low in Canada. The stationary price of
wild lands ip the latter country is adduced as a striking
proof of stagnation and inferiority ;:yet it appears that
such lands in America have not even remained station-
ary, but have been progressively falling.* It is indeed
not a little curious, that while Lord Durham exalts that
country for the high price of its land, Mr Shirreff recom-
mends it for the cheap rate at which it can be obtained.

The following is'a statement of the number of emi-
grants from 1821, -when the great tide began to flow into
Canada. The list, down to 1828 inclusive, professes to
include the whole number who went to British America,
of whom, however, the Canadian provinees attracted by
far the greatest proportion. We suspect, too, thaf this
part of the table is by no means so complete as the rest.

1821, . . . . 12470
1822 ... 1,282
1823, . . . . 8133
= ...
1826, . . . 12818
— I
1829, . . . . 15945
1830, . . . 28000
183, . . . . 5025
1832, . . . 51,746
1833, . . . . 21,752
1834, . . . 30935
1835, . . . . 12627
1836, . " . 27,722
1837, . . .. 21901

Total number, 346,269+

* American Almanack 1839, pp. 101, 102. Report, p. 76.

+ Quarterly Journal of Agriculture, vol. iii, p. 547. - Returns,
Emigration 1833, p. 3. Ditto, 1837, p. Y.
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The following is a comparative statement of the
quarters whence these emigrants came during the last
nine years :—

18329,

O ™ T W

[England and
3’”“ ’

LIreland... veee.] 9,614
2,643

)

Hamburgh and
Gibraltar.....
Nova Scotia,
Newfound-
land, West
Indies, &e....| 123 451 424 345 339 225| 235

Havrede Grace | oo [ o ‘ . . e . 485| ..

=0

="

Total. .. .|[15,945 28,000 50,254 51,746121,752 30,935112,507127,722121,901}:

It will thus appear that considerable fluctuations have
taken place in the tide of emigration. In 1831 and 1832
it was at its height ; but the ravages of the cholera in
the latter year, the influx of a number somewhat too
great to be immediately disposed of, and the contradic-
tion of the flattering reports previously -circulated,
eaused a signal re-action. In 1834 these impressions
subsided, and an increase took place, though not to
thegformer extent. In 1835 there was another fall,
partly perhaps from the same causes as before, and pro-
bably also from the flourishing state of trade at home.
In 1836 the numbers were again augmented, and chiefly
consisted, so far as England was concerned, of set-
tlers from the agricultural counties of Norfolk, Suffolk,
and Hampshire. In 1837 the amount was somewhat
diminished, though still nearly double that of 1835.
The reduction from England was 6608, from Scotland
715, but these were partly compensated by an increase
of 1948 from Ireland. They were generally in excellent
health ; none had perished by shipwreck, for in the only
two vessels that were wrecked the passengers were all
saved. A large proportion, too, were in good circum-
stances, and carried out considerable property. A great
rise has also taken place in the number of emigrants to

““New York, a considerable portion of whom doubtless
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remain in the States ; but many also choose this as the
most speedy and commodious route to Upper Canada.
The arrivals there were in

1829, . 11,501 1834, . . 26,540
1830, . . 21,433 1835, . 16,749
1831, . 22,607 1836, . . 59,075
1832, .© . 28,283 1837, . 34,000
1833, . 16,100

In 1833, when 16,100 landed at New York, Mr Hawke
calculated that at least 6000 came thenca to Upper Ca-
nada. If the same proportion were preserved in 1836,
the numbef would exceed 22,000, and in 1837, 12,000.

Mr Buchanan, in his official report published at the
beginning of 1838, anticipates that the unhappy insur-
rection, having been speedily and completely crushed,
would be no bar to the ¢gmigration of that year. He
has been mistaken ; for the vague idea of Canada being
in rebellion has almost completely deterred settlers,
the number of whom did not quite amount to 5000 ;
though, according to the most exact statements, the alarm
seems to have had little foundation. The monied interest
no doubt suffered from public commotion and the con-
dition of the market in the United States ; but the agri-
cultural population were scarcely any where affected.
Even in Lower Canada the movements were confined to
the French portion-of the district of Montreal ; the East-
ern Townships, where nearly all the British are located,
remained in perfect tranquillity. Inthe Upper Province
there was only a rapid flight, and then some border in-
roads, alinost instantly suppressed. The settlers sustained
scarcely any inconvenience, except from the call to arms,
to which they so nobly responded, and where victory was
obtained with little loss. "I'be only thing to be now appre-
hended are certain marauding attacks on the immediate
frontier, which is almost completely settled, while the
stations for emigrants, being considerably in the interior,
may be considered perfectly secure.

From different quarters we can collect the distribu-
tion of the new settlers who arrived at Quebec in the
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years 1832, 1834, 1836, and 1837, througho\ut the various
parts of the province.

LowER CANADA. 1832.% 1834.f 1836.t 1837.§
Que:c, . : . ~ 4500 1500 . 1000 400
Three Rivers, ‘ . . 450 350 200 300
Eastern, Townshlps, . . 750 640 6000 1500
Montreal, . . . 4000 1500 1000
Ottawa, . . . 500 /. 400 900 800

UpPER CANADA.

Eastern Districts, . . 4000 \1000 > 3600 3000
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