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5 March 1998

Dear Colleague,

ACOPSIG LOBE Conférence Towards Enhanced Ocean Security into the Third
Mlllennium, Swedlsh Parliament 31 January - 2 February 1998

1 would like to thank you once again for your attendanoe at our Stockholm
Conference uTowards Enhanoed Ocean Security in the Third Millennium". It is with
the greatest pleasure that 1 now enclose a copy of the Final Report. Please note that
the Stockholm Action Strategy (which contains Part A: Stockholm Action Strategy on
Ocean Security, and Part B: Portfolio of Action Proposais) is enclosed in Annex 1.

1 sinoerely hope that you found the conference of nterest and use, and 1 look forward
to hearing any commenits which you might have now that you have had a chance to
read the report, including the debate in the working groups where you did flot
participate. Please note that a book on the conference wiIl be published by the
Swedish Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research (MI STRA) later this year.
Details wiI be sent to you as soon as they are available.

You may also be înterested to know that in the course of 1998, ACOPS wil
commence implementation for the Stockholm Action Strategy at the regional level in
the Russian Federation and in sub-Saharan Afnica. Concrete measures that will be
undertaken in those regions wil be reviewed at a conférence in Moscow to be
convened in the autumn and In Cape Town (30 November - 4 December),
respectively. In addition, we have also begun considerations of how to address other
issues in the portfolio of proposais.

1 would also like to ask you if you require any additional copies for submission to your
Govemment, scientific institution, regional organisation, or other relevant body in
whose work you particîpate. 1 would be most grateful if you could let us have details
of any such submission and/or response.

Wlth renewed mhanks for your cooperation.

(unIpon~ INu U~67>~tr3 Ctiuarg'. Nu 2Ni<177t





TABLE 0F CONTENTS

page
BACKGROUND 

1
PARTICIPANTS 

1
MESSAGES 

2
PROCEEDINGS 0F THE CONFERENCE 3

Opening of the Conference 3
TOWARDS OCEAN SECURITY: THE GLOBAL APPROACH 6

Working Group A: The Roi. of Science 6
Workîng Group B: lntegrated Management of the Oceans 8
Development of the Stockholm Action Strategy 10

TOWARDS OCEAN SECURITY: THE REGIONAL APPROACH 13
Working Group C: Action to Promote Ocean Security In the

Baltic Sea 14
Working Group D: Action to Promote Ocean Security in the

Arctic Seas 15
Worklng Group E: Action to Promote Ocean Securlty ln the

Western Indian Ocean l8
Evaluation of the Global International Waters Assessment(GIWA) Project 

20
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE POTOMAC DECLARATION:ACTION TO PROMOTE OCEAN SECURITY AT THIE REGIONAL LEVEL 21

Promotion of Ocean Securlty in the BaItic Sea 21
Promotion of Ocean Securlty in the Arctic Seas 21
Promotion of Ocean Securlty in the Western Indian Ocean 22
Development of Stockholm Action Strategy 23



page

MINISTERIAL SEGMENT 23

Opening Statements 23

Implementation of the Potomac Declaration: Action to Promote 26
Ocean Security at the Global Levei

Implementation of the Potomac Declaration: Action to Promote 28
Ocean Security in the Baltic and Arctic Seas

Implementation of the Potomac Declaration: Action to Promote 31
Ocean Security in the Western Indian Ocean

Endorsement of the Stockholm Action Strategy 34

Closure of the Conference 35

Annex I Stockholm Action Strategy

Annex Il Recommendations

Annex 111 Messages and Statements

Appendix 1 Agenda

Appendix Il List of Participants

Appendix 1I1 List of Acronyms



BACKGROUND

In recent years, there has been an increasing appreciation of the contribution of the
oceans to global security, including economic, food and environmental security.
However, despite the existence of a plethora of international and regional
conventions, treaties, programmes and action plans, the world's marine and coastal
regions remain highly vuinerable to the activities of humankind. To a large extent this
is due to ineffective coordination, and weak global and regional partnerships. The
designation by the United Nations of 1998 as the International Vear of the Oceans
has therefore provided an opportunity to re-focus the attention of the international
community on the urgent need to further intensify cooperative efforts aimed at
reversing the degradation of the ocean and coastal environment, and at promoting
the sustainable management of ocean resources.

2. The Conference Towards Enhanced Ocean Security into the Third Millennium was
co-organised by the Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) and the
Global Legislators' Organisation for a Balanoed Environment (GLOBE), and was
undertaken with the assistance of: ACOPS' Chairman, Prof. Per Wramner, also
Director General of Sweden's National Board of Fisheries, and ACOPS'Nordic Office;
Mr. Carlos Pimenta, Member of the European Parliament and President of GLOBE,
and the GLOBE European Office; the Govemments of Canada, Denmark, Finland,
Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom; the Navy of the United States of Amnerica;
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Intergovemmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC of UNESCO); the City of Kalmar and the City of
Stockholm; the Swedish Parliament; the Swedish Foundation for Strategic
Environmentaî Research (MISTRA); and the International Fund for Animal Welfare
(IFAW). The Conference was held in the Sweclish Parliament, Stockholm, from 31
January to 2 February 1998,

ittended by: Mr. Gôran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden; Mr.
i' Prime Minister and Secretary of State for the Environment,
ýgions, United Kingdom; Her Royal Highness Professor Dr.
Aahidol of Thailand; the Rt. Hon. Lord Callaghan of Cardiff KG,
id former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom; Dr. Manio
he lndependent WorlcI Commission on the Ooeans and former
1; Ms. Birgitta DahI, Speaker of Swedish Parliament; 200



MESSAGES

4. Messages in acknowledgement of the Conference's contributions were received from
His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden, the Prime Minister of Sweden, leading
political figures from the Russian Federation, the Republic of the Seychelles, the
Republic of South Africa, and the United States, as welI as from the Rt. Hon. Lord
Callaghan of Cardiff KG, ACOPS' President and former Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom, and Dr. Mario Soares, Chairman of the IWCQ, and former President of
Portugal.

5. His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden welcomed both organisers and
participants to this important Conference. He expressed his interest in protection of
the environment and stated that he was pleased that the ACOPS/GLOBE Conference
would set scientific knowledge into political action in this regard. His Majesty the King
also stated ffiat he would be interested in Iearning more of the outcome of the
Conference, and conveyed his best wishes for sucoess.

6. Mr. Gôran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden, expressed his pleasure that the City
of Stockholm was host to this Conference, in particular since the Baltic Region haci
the potential to become the fastest-growing region in Europe for years to come if the
goal of peaceful co-existerice, socially stable economic development and successful
environmentai policies in the region could be attained. The Prime Minister extended
his best wishes for the success of the Conference.

7. Mr. Gennadii Nikolaevich Seleznev, President of the State Duma of the Russian
Federation, wished the ACOPS/GLOBE Stockholm Conference sucoess in achieving
its laudable aims, and hoped that the productive work carried out by ACOPS/GLOBE
in the Russian Federation wouîd continue.

8. Mr. France Albert René, President of the Republic 0f the Seychelles, had high
expectations that the Conference would be successful in developing concrete
proposais for policies and actions to implement the recommendations of the Potomac
Dectaration.

9. Mr. Nelson Mandela, President of the Republic of South Africa, thanked ACOPS for
appointing Mr. Peter Mokaba, Deputy Minister for Environmental Affairs and Tounism,
to the position of ACOPS' Vice-President from South Africa. President Mandela also
pointed out the important steps that South Africa had taken in the framework of
environmental resources management sinoe ACOPS' Washington Conference on
Oceans and Security, and wished success to the participants of this Conference.

10. Mr. AI Gore, Vice-President of the United States of America, acknowledged ACOPS'
efforts aimed at creating a space for discussing solutions for the problem of pollutants
that affect the coastal and marine environment, and extended his best wishes for a
successful and productive Conference.

11. Mr. Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the US House of Representatives, presented the
participants at the Conference with three challenges: to establish a global ocean data
base in order to develop a virtual ocean model; to work towards the clesignation of an
International Biodiversity Year (IBY>; and to perform cost-benefit analyses of
environmental activities in order to maximise the retum from environmental
investments and to determine the effectiveness of current policies. Finally, he
commended the participants of the Conference for their work towards the goal of
enhancing ocean security.



12. The Rt. Hon. Lord Callaghan of Cardiff KG, ACOPS' President and a former Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom, applauded the United Nations' decision to deciare
1998 to be International Year of the Oceans and stressed the important role that
NGOs such as ACOPS had to play in bringing home the message of protection of the
oceans and their resources. He also thanked Congressman Cuit Weldon, ACOPS'
Vice-President from the USA, for his role in the promotion of the concept of ocean
security, both nationally and globally.

13. Dr. Manio Soares, Chairman of the IWCO, expressed the view that it was essential for
mankind to form a new relationship with the environment, especially with regard to
future generations. as it progresses towards the third millennium. He hoped that by
being visionary in objectives and pragmatic in approach, both the beauty of the
oceans and their resources could be more fully availabie for the benefit of mankind.

PROCEEDINGS 0F THE CONFERENCE

Saturday. 31 Janua[y 1998

Per Wramner. Ms. Paula Caballero,
0f ACOPS' Advisory Board on Oceans
was rapporteur for the session. The



* the need for a holistic approach to the management of marine and coastal
areas, that took into account ail relevant aspects of development such as social,
cultural, economic and environmental consîderations;

" the need to further integrate fisheries and environmental protection and
conservation measures, at the local, national, regional, and global levels. Wvork
should be carried out at the most appropriate level;

" the need for a more active role for civil society, which required the provision of
adequate education and information. In Sweden, for example, environmental
education had been întegrated into ail levels of the curriculum, and children
from the earliest age were instilled with an environmental conscience,
developing sustainable habits from the outset and often teaching their own
parents; and

" the need for the defence establishment to share its scientific and technical
capabilities with other sectors of society.

She concluded by noting that sustainable development depended on joint action and
constructive cooperation, and wished participants success in the work to be
undertaken.

17. Mr. Robin Teverson, Member of the European Parliament, and Member of the
GLOBE International Working Group on Oceans, emphasised that the topics
addressed at this conference were vital, particularly at the onset of the International
Year of the Oceans. Referring to the vastness and riches 0f the oceans, he noted that
man has largely taken them for granted, and only now fully understood that the
oceans constituted one of the most important links of the world environment.
However, legisiators should strive to work against abuse of the oceans. For example,
although the fisheries crisis was globally recognised, millions of dollars were spent to
subsidise overfishîng. As precious resources were depleted, the potential for
international conflict increased. Mr. Teverson thus welcomed the minîsterial segment



ethic in the relationship between humanity and the seas, reflected in the rational and
sustainable use of the oceans and its resources, and in the creation of the necessary
conditions for a more equitable sharing between North and South of the benefits
derived from the seas. Finally, he asserted that the Commission supported thecreation of a World Forum on Ocean Issues, which would debate fundamental
questions regarding the oceans. Similarly, the creation of a World Ocean Qbservatorystructured around a network, which would provide periodîc analyses regarding thestate of the oceans to the Forum, would be very timely.

1. Congressman Curt Weldon, Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Research andDevelopment of the Committee on National Security, House of Representatives,
Congress of the USA, Chairman of the GLOBE International Working Group onOceans, and ACOPS' Vice-President from the USA, affirmed that the Washington
Potomac Declaration was a blueprint for the sustainable use of the oceans into the
next millennium. The goal of the Washington Conferonce, that of raising the level ofawareness about ocoan issues, was fully accomplished as reflected in unprecedented
media attention and polis that indicated the high priority the American public todayascnibed to ocean research and issues. Similarly, a document signed by over 16,000marine conservation biologists from over 65 nations that summarised the threats tothe ocean's weîl-being, recognised that the living sea was in trouble and that there
was need for decisive action. Mankind could help fulfil this objective by takingconcrote actions to imploment the Potomac Declaration. Congressman Weldon wenton to onumerate many illustrative examples of concrete actions undertakon in the
United States. Ho said that the budgets for the National Oceanic and Atmosphernc
Administration (NOAA) and for other marine research institutions had been incroased,as well as for Arctic research. At the end of 1997. Congress had passed a coral reef
conservation act, which foresaw the provision of financial assistance for projectsaimed at promoting research and conservation of coral reef resources. Ho added that
other US agencies were also making significant contributions to further the focus ofthe Washington Conference. He described the activities undertaken by the USGeological Survey (USGS), as well as by the National Aeronautics and SpaceAdministration (NASA) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In addition,
the military sector was making more data available to the scientific community andmany efforts had been carried out to botter coordinate oceanographic research, at aillevels and among ail sectors of society. Ho warmly reforred to cooperativo iniiativesunciertaken with Russia, including, among other issues, the declassification ofdefence assets. The Russian Duma had proposed a new initiative for addressing
Arctic issues, and new initiatives for dealing with nuctear wastes were also appearing.He thus affirmed that success in the implementation of the Potomac Declaration could



TOWARDS OCEAN SECURITY: THE GLOBAL APPROACH

Working Group A: The Role of Science

20. This session was chaired by Dr. Bruce Molnia, Office of the Chief Geologist, USGS,
and member of ACOPS' Advisory Board on Pollution Control and Prevention, in the
absence of Prof. Erik Arrhenius due to illness. Rapporteur for this session was Dr. J.
Michael Bewers, Bedford Institute of Oceanography, Canada, and Member of
ACOPS' Advisory Board on Pollution Control and Prevention.

21. The first paper was presented by Dr. Ljubomir Jeftic, Chairman of ACOPS' Advisory
Board on Pollution Control and Prevention, and entitled Scientîfic Research on the
Qceans. His thesis was that ooeanic problems remained the same - only their
frequency and diversity had increased. Further, many of these problems could flot be
addressed by individual national actions and required international cooperation. Dr.
Jeftic moved immediately to his recommendations under the respective headings 0f:

*integrated management of coastal and marine zones;
*multi-disciplinary research;
*ecosystems research;
*climate change and carbon cycle; and
*interaction between scientists and managers.



25. The next paper entitled Public and Environmental Awareness and Education was
presented by Mr. John Waugh, Senior Programme Officer, Washington DC Office,
IUON - the World Conservation Union, and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board on
Oceans and Coastal Areas Management and Policy. He referred to the substantial
influence of an aware public on policies favouring environmental protection and
sustainable development. ln this context, reference was made to "green Iabelling" or"eco-labelling" and the specification of marine protected areas as vehicles for
satisfying public aspirations for participation in envîronmental protection measures.

26. Prof. Gunnar Kullenberg, Executive Secretary of IOC of UNESCO, Paris, then
presented his paper on Global Oceans Research: the Rote of tOC of UNESCO. He
noted that the International Year of the Oceans had the objective of encouraging
governments to take marine environmental protection seriously. He spoke in favour of
the previous speaker's emphasis on promoting environmental education and public
awareness. He then went on to specify the rote and areas of interest of the IOC. He
concluded by recommending restructuning of the agencies involved in marine matters:
enhanoed cooperation among agencies was easy to voice but there was littie
evidence that such pleas resulted in substantive action. The key to this was the level
of resourcing of ocean-related activities at the international level. Finally, he argued in
favour of using existing mechanisms rather than the development of new ones.

27. The next presentation was made by Dr. Donald Anderson, Senior Scientist, Woods
Hole Ooeanographic Institution, USA, on Marine Biotoxîns and Harm fut Algal Btooms:*
a Growing Threat to Seafood Safety and Coastal Development. This paper drew
attention to the nature and diversity of algal blooms, both nuisance and toxic, in the
coastal marine environment. There was a need to tackle the underlying science and
monitoring requirements in an integrated fashion partly through the development and
application of long-term global monitoring programmes.

this working group entitled Global International Waters
was presented by Dr. John Pemnetta, Senior Programme
tion Unit, UNEP and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board on
urces Management, and Dr. Laurence Mee, Coordinator,
Environment Programme, and Chairman of ACOPS' Advisory
Coastal Areas Management and Policy. The paper stressed

is assessment in relation to previous assessments namely that
it cause analyses and their multi-sectoral nature, covering both
ýs. The major challenges to the further execution of GIWA was



30. The session was then opened to the floor for comments and questions regarding the
presentations, and suggestions for relevant action regarding the topics addressed.
Several questions were raised regarding the causes of algal blooms and the
communication of science to the public. In connection with the latter topic, several
comments were elicited regarding both the willingness of scientists and the methods
of natural science communication with other sectors of society especially the general
public and the social science and policy sectors. There was, it appeared, a consensus
that current mechanisms of communication and collaboration among natural science,
social science and policy sectors were inadequate - a topic which was clearly within
the mandate of ACOPS to address. It was also accepted that a precursor to such
communication and collaboration was the ability, and indeed requirement, that the
relevant sector was able to present its information in a form and language amenable
to fostering understanding and communication among the disciplines. Another major
topic of discussion arising from the substance of the presentations was the
declassification and dissemination of military data to the wider community, especially
the marine scientific community. It was noted that there would inevitably be some
continuing restrictions on such data for a variety of reasons but it seemed that there
was some reasonable appreciation of the defence and the intelligence communities'
willingness to consider the release of data of no subsequent military or security value.
Finally, a plea was made to understand the reliance of developing countries on less
sophisticated techniques for the acquisition of data than those used in either the
defence or scientific activities of developed countries. Although there was no direct
response to this intervention, it was clear from several developing science and policy
initiatives that this situation was recognised and could, in many cases, be
accommodated without compromising programme objectives.

Working Group B: Integrated Management of the Oceans

31. This session was chaired by Dr. Stephen Lintner, Principal Environmental Specialist,
Land, Water and Natural Habitats, World Bank and Member of ACOPS' Advisory



33. Dr. Geoif Holland, Chairman of laC of UNESCO and Chairman of ACOPS' Advisory
Board on Marine Natural Resources Management, presented a paper entitled
Management of Marine and Coastal Ecosystems. He spoke about a need for better
management of marine and coastal ecosystems, focusing on ocean margins wheremost of the biological productivity, and the major part of the anthropogenic activity andimpact occurred. The poorly understood complexity of coasta zone environment wasstressed and the consequent need for a precautionary approach in ail humaninterventions in this zone was advocated. Additionai research, data and reliableinformation would be needed for a better understanding of the intricate linkagesbetween environmental processes and socio-economic activities to improve thecapacity for more rational management of manine and coastai ecosystems.

34. Ms. Paula Caballero's paper, From Root Causes to Root Linkages: Towards Integrative
PoIicy Recommendations for Ocean and Coastal Security into the Third Millennîum,analysed the linkages between vanous root causes of environmental problems,
stressing that almost ail issues affecting the security of the oceans were land-based andrequired integrative policies for their solution. The devolution of authority to local entitiesand the provision of basic population neecis were advocated as major factors whichmight decisîvely contribute to the solutions of problems where both environmental andhuman-related problems were multidisciplinary, interjurisdictional, multisectoral, andintimately interconnected. Ten specific recommendations were made, intended to
enhance integrating policy approaches.

35. Dr. Armnin Lindquist, Former Assistant Secretary-General of the UN, and Head of FAO'SDepartment of Fisheries, presented the paper entitled Sustainable FisheriesManagement. Attention was clrawn to the present status and past trends in marine
catches, the status of various commercially important fish stocks, and the problemsassociated with their exploitation on the continental shelves, exclusive economic zonesand the high seas. Particular reference was madle to problems related to theexploitation of highly migratory species and straddling stocks. The need for action toachieve sustainable management oaf fishenies resources was stressed, particulauly in thefields of: improved scientiflo advioe; application oaf the Code of Conduct for ResponsibleFisheries, including the precautionary approach promoted through the Code;strengthening the mandates, competence and responsibilities of regional flshery bodhes;imProved control and surveillance of fishery actMvties; and enforcement of agreed rules



programmes and agreements promoted by the UN family system, as well as those
outside of thîs system, was, in fact, flot satisfactory and had led to a fragmented, h:ghly
sectoral approach to problems requiring concerted action of ail interested parties. A set
of twelve recommendations on how to remedy the situation was presented.

38. Mr. Jonathan Hobbs. Coordinator of UNEP's Industry and Environment Cleaner
Production Programme, presented a strategy for managing land-based sources of
marine pollution based on promotion of "cleaner production". The strategy consisted of
shifting the focus of action from pollution control to pollution prevention. He presented a
set of recommendations to directly involve the public and private sectors in
environmental management programmes through the adoption of cleaner production as
a basic element in their management of industrial facilities.

39. Mr. Trygve Meyer, Director of INTERTANKO and ACOPS' Vice-Chairman, reviewed the
approaches and measures taken by the shipping industry in the field of maritime safety.
Issues which were highlighted included those related to political and economic security,
shipping, flag and port states, safety of navigation, piracy, armed robbery, terrorist acts
against shipping, illicit trafficking of drugs, and transport of migrants by ships. The
adherence of states to agreed multilateral agreements regulating shipping activities, and
the enforcement of their provisions, were advocated as measures that could
considerably contribute to, and improve, maritime safety of shipping operations.

40. Senhor Rui Manuel Godinho, Deputy Mayor of Lisbon and ACOPS' Vice-President,
described the impressive range of prospective measures for the control of marine
pollution in Portugal. Although these measures had been developed for Portugal, they
contained many elements that could be widely applicable in environmental and socio-
economic situations similar to those prevailing in Portugal. He also noted the interest of
Portugal in hosting an intemnational body associated with management of the marine
environment.

Development of the Stockholm Action Strategy

41. Prof. Wramner informed participants that there had been a change in the proposed
agenda, and requested Dr. Mee to present the draft text of the Stockholm Action
Strategy. Dr. Mee stressed the importance of developing an implementable strategy
for action, flot merely a political declaration, which would constîtute the outcome of
the Conference. Thus the draft contained independent, detailed proposais on the
basis of which it would be possible to undertake action in the various regions and
countuies. He inviteci oarticiDants to studv the draft strateqy that consisted of a



Special Adviser/Ambassador, Norway's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, noted that the
CSD already acted as a coordinating body and affirmed that the idea of a panel was
premature. Dr. Holland agreed that there was no need for additional levels of
management when existîng levels were flot used fully. However, the fact that the
issue was so often raised, indicated that something was flot working. Therefore a
dialogue should be maintained and pressure put on the CSD to work on how existing
organisations dealing with oceans could be better coordinated. Dr. Ellen Hey, Senior
Lecturer, Erasmus University, Netherlands, and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board
on Oceans and Coastal Areas Management and Policy, responding to concerns overthe lack of an overarching body, suggested that a Conference of Parties (COP) of theUNCLOS could operate as an interim mechanism. Dr. Mee, noting that consensus
was unlmkely, suggested that ACOPS' Advisory Boards study this issue in the context
of the successes and failures of regional and global programmes. A working group
was created to prepare a draft proposai.

Application of National Security Data and Systems to Environmental Issues

43. Dr. Jeftic explained that cooperation should go beyond the simple exchange of data.
He noted that many military sectors were seeking new fields for activity and that
environment could oertainiy be one of these fields. Dr. Lindquist affirmed that the
fisheries issues should also be included in this sphere of cooperation in the high seas.
A working group was created to prepare a draft proposai.

Assessment of International Waters at the Global Level

recalled the presentation made in the momning on GIWA, and affirmed
is a potential mile for ACOPS within this framework. Mr. Karau welcomned
but asserted that the Working Group of the Arctic Council should be

as a partner. Dr. Gunilia Bjorklund, Researcher, Swedish Environment
1), recalled that GIWA inclucied freshwater systems and so provided a
ve assessment of this resource, and stresseci that it was essential to
ment. A working group was created to prepare a draft proposai.



Latvia's National Board of Fisheries, said that the experience of Baltic coastal cities
indicated that local networks generated from the outside did flot work, which augured
ill for this ACOPS' initiative. Mr. Anders Engstrom, Mayor of Kalmar, however, offered
the existing experience of the Union of Baltic Cities, which had recently undertaken
new projects in coastal management. A working group was created to prepare a draft
proposai.

Sustainable Tourism.

47. Mr. Terry Jones, Director of Multilateral Affairs; of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Planning, Republic of the Seychelles, and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board on
Oceans and Coastal Areas Management and Policy, recalled that tourism was the
largest and fastest growing industry in the world, and a very important sector for
many countries. However, although tourismn depended on a clean environment, it also
posed a threat. ACOPS, aware of importance of this issue, had held several
workshops, and both the forthcoming Cape Town Conference as well as the
workshop proposed by Princess Chulabhorn would address this issue. A working
group was created to prepare a draft proposai.

The Enhancement of Training of Marine and Coastal Policymakers.

48. Dr. Mee voiced conoern that coastal and marine management policymakers were
often been trained on an ad-hoc basis, inadequate for addressing such complex,
cross-sectoral issues. Thus there was a perceived need to create an experts' network
on Marine and Coastal Area Policy, that would involve a consortium of universities in
Europe and North America, and which could be extended in response to
requirements. ACOPS would have an important role to play given its important cross-
sectoral experience. Mr. Riekstins asserted that flot only policy but also the
sustainable use of marine resources should be included. Dr. Hey mentioned the
merits of long distance education and of possible cooperation with the UN University
in Japan. Mr. Thomas Laughlin, Deputy Director, Office of Intemnational Affairs,
NOAA, and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board on Oceans and Coastal Areas
Management and Policy, questioned a proposai that might potentiaily change
ACOPS' traditionai sphere of work. Dr. Mee asserted that ACOPS would only be an
inteilectuai resource, but wouid not actively develop the consortium. Various
participants stressed that sustaînable use and management decisions should be
culturaily sensitive in order to be relevant, and questioned the usefulness of a unlform
approach, based largely on the experience of developed counries. Mrs. Cecile
Guidote Alvarez, Coordinator of EarthSavers, Repubîlo of the Philippines, suggested
that it would be valuable to identify universities in developing countries with which
partnerships could be established.

Improvlng Envlronmental Educatlon

49. Ms. Olga Maiboroda, Liaison Office for ACOPS' Russian Team, noted that the
Potomac Declaration indluded this mandate, and that the proposai was an attempt to
focus on a specific issue that could introduce environmental education to places
where it did net exist, and to enhance where it did. The proposaI contemplated the
development of nature educatien centres that would serve as a medium for



and suggested that these could be used as models. Mrs. Alvarez noted that
education in schools shouid be complemented with other mediums. and stressed the
need for a comprehensive educatîon programme that deveioped a broad strategy of
environmental iiteracy. A working group was created to prepare a draft proposai.

50. Dr. Mee noted that the remaining proposais referred to specific actions in four
regions, and would therefore be developed and discussed in the correspondîng
working groups. Hoywever, he stressed that ACOPS could be a cataiyst for regional
partnerships through its strong network of Vice-Presidents, as wel as by engaging
Ieading experts in relevant fields. This comparative advantage should be reflected in
ail proposais. He urged participants not to recommend the creation of new structures,
but rather to concentrate on the development of partnerships and the identification of
strateguc areas. He hoped that this advantage would be reflected when proposais for
next sections were presented. Proposais shouid be succinct, detaiiing what was
required, who would do it, and how. Funding viabiiity was another important
consideration. He reminded participants that any additional proposais should be
formulated in order to be distributed and discussed.

E-CURITY: THE REGIONAL APPROACH

was chaired by Prof. Wramner, and Ms. Caballero acted as

a presentation on Lessons Leamned fmom the Mînisterial
n Bergen on Environment and Fisherîes in the North Sea. This
)r Fisheries and Environment of the North Sea region was held
7 in Bergen, Norway. The aim of the meeting was to ensure
Bnt of the ecosystems of the North Sea and to that end, to
!gration of fisheries and environment protection management.
ie Statement of Conclusions agreed upon ait Bergen were
bintatives from both the fisheries sector and the environment
tiations were necessary for action to ensure a sustainable



53. Mr. Calestous Juma, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
stated that he was delîghted to join the Conference and to share the experiences
which had so far been gained in the efforts to promote the conservation and
sustainable use of marine and coastal biological diversity. The International Year off
the Oceans marked an important step in efforts by the international community to
conserve and sustainably use the earih's living marine resources. The Convention on
Biological Diversity had been at the forefront of championing the need to address this
issue. Marine and coastal biologîcal diversity encompassed marine and coastal living
species. Marine and coastal habitats, such as mangroves, coral reefs and sea grass
beds, performed critical ecological services. The concern of the Convention on
Biological Diversity was that human activities around the world were depleting marine
and coastal living resources and degrading their ecosystems in ways that were
harmful and sometimes irreversible. Coastal areas, which supported essential
habitats and breeding grounds for many of the world's commercial and recreational
fisheries, were facing tremendous land and water-use pressures. In response to
these and many other concemns, the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biological Diversity agreed on a global mandate on marine and
coastal biological diversity. The Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biological
diversity was adopted as a new global consensus on the conservation and
sustainable use of marine and coastal biological diversity. The Jakarta Mandate
focused on five areas: integrated marine and coastal area management; marine and
coastal protected areas; sustainable use of marine and coastal living resouroes;
mariculture; and alien species. A draft programme of work covening these programme
elements had been prepared and would be presented to the next meeting of the
Contracting Parties to be held in Bratislava, Siovakia on 4"~ to 1511, May 1998. In view
of the importance of the oceans and their relevance to the work of the Convention, he
invited the President of the ACOPS/G LOBE Stockholm Conference to share the
results of this Conference with the Bratislava Conference.

Action to Promote 01



Protection, Lithuania and Prof. Maria Dragun-Gertner, Adviser to the Minister,
Ministry for Transport and Maritime Economy, Poland, presented their individual
components on Analysis of the Potomac Declaration from the National
Perspective. Mr. Riekstins presented a paper entitled Latvia s Path to
Responsible Fisheries: the First Steps; Dr. Lazdinis presented The Problems of
the Protection of the Marine and Coastal Environment in the Lithuanian Baltic
Sea Coastal Zone; and, on behalf of Mr. Eugeniusz Morawski, Minister forTransport and Maritime Economy, Poland, Dr. Dragun-Gertner presented Polish
Pro gress Towards Sustainable Developmnent in the Marine and Coastal Area.

56. Dr. Bodin then explained the situation in the Batic Sea region which had been
developing rapidly through, for example, the opening up of new markets, economic
cooperation and integration, and the removal of barriers to the exchange of people
and goods. About 80 million people lived in the region, and more than ten counitries
were involved in the protection of the marine environment of the Baltic Sea. The
history of environmental cooperation was long and a number of institutional
frameworks had been established to cope with the problems of protecting the fragile
ecosystems of the Baltic Sea and to manage its natural resources. The HelsinkiConvention and its associated Commission, and the International Balîc Sea FisheryCommission were legal frameworks to that end. More recently an initiative toelaborate an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea region with the goal of long-tern
sustainable development for the whole region had been launched, and wouîd beready for adoption in June 1998. The long and successful cooperation in the region,through formaI andi informai networks had made it possible to deal with mostenviron mental problemrs of the Baltic Sea by both legal and concrete actions. StilI thegoals had not been reached. The restoration of the ecological balance of the BalticSea was stilî a long way ahead in the future. More actions were needed by ail actors.Institutions should be made more efficient and cooperate more effectiveîy with eachother. In this context, however, lessons could be Ieamed from the long (over twenty

Ocean Security in the Arctic



60. One of the greatest threats to the security of the marine environment was the impact
of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) from distant sources. Another concern was
widespread radioactive contamination from past atmospheric nuclear weapons
testing, from releases directly into the marine environment, from European nuclear
reprocessing plants and from river releases from nuclear industrial combines of the
former Soviet Union. Although the Arctic people are generally exposed to higher
levels of radionuclides than people in temperate zones, the pathway of contamination
was through terrestrial and not ocean ecosystems.

61. A significant threat was also connected with heavy matais pollution, the sources of
which could be described as "hot spots", for example, metal smelters, mines etc.

62. Prof. Lystsov, in his presantation, described the so-calIad "impact zones", where the
graatest concentration of "hot spots" occur. Tha impact zones on the Kola Peninsula,
at the Northemn Dvina Estuary, in the basins of the Ob and Enissey Rivers, near
Norilsk city and some others were considared. Ha also presentad a pollution
management matrix, where for pniority pollutants, pnincipla pathways, known or
suspected affects on humans and the environment, a status of information and
management, management actions required and uncertaintias to be resolved, had aIl
been discussed.

63. Dr. Jaftic, in his prasantation, formulated a stratagy and principles which would be
used in the elaboration and implemantation of the NPA-Arctic. Ha stressed the
necessity for tha formulation of a costed and targetad NPA-Arctic fully coordinatad
with the Regional Programme of Action (RPA>.



" integrated coastal areas management, harmonised as appropriate with river
basin management, land-use plans and environmental impact assessment of ail
new activities;

" integration of the protection of the marine environment into relevant general
environmental, social and economic sustainable developmenit policies; and

" social and industrial development harmonised with rehabilitation and
preservation of the environment.

70. The following action strategies were advised:

" the Regional Programme of Action should be finalised according to GPA
principles in its first phase and presented for adoption by the Arctic Council
Ministerial Meeting in September 1998;

" the second phase of RPA should be initiated and developed in the format of
Agenda 21 for the Arctic Seas, modified as appropriate to reflect the specflc
social and economic conditions of the Arctic;

" an Arctic Seas partnership conference attended by ail circumpolar counitnes
was recommended for the year 1999;

" the ACOPS' Conference urgeci ail circumpolar countries to finalise their
respective National Programmes of Action in order to provide the best possible
basis for the second phase of the RPA (Agenda 21);
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Working Group E: Action to Promote Ocean Security in the Western
Indian Ocean

71. This session was chaired by Mr. Jones. Dr. Peter Cook, Member of ACOPS' Advisory
Board on Marine Natural Resources Management acted as Rapporteur.

72. Mr. Peter Mokaba, Deputy Minister for Environmental Affairs and Tourism of the
Republic of South Africa and ACOPS' Vice President, presented a major paper on
Western Indian Ocean Issues, in a very comprehensive and thought provoking
manner, and analysed the Potomac Declaration in the context of the Western Indian
Ocean. The paper aise incorporated the views of ACOPS' Vice-President from the
Republic cf the Seychelles, Mr. Jeremie Bonnelame, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and
Mr. Bernardo Ferraz, Minister for the Coordination of Environmental Affairs,
Mozambique.

73. In summary, the paper and the subsequent discussion concluded that there were
major difficulties in implementing existing international and regional conventions and
agreements concemed with the ocean and coastal environment. It was aise noted
that there were numerous programmes and action plans, at both the global and
regional levels, and supported by varlous intemnational and bilateral agencies, which
were often duplicated. lt was therefore generally agreed that rather than formulate
new programmes or new action plans, there was an urgent need for the improved
implementation of existing programmes, and that this could only be achieved by
better national andi regional coordination and improveci cooperation, particularly at the



78. Following on from this, it was agreed that the recommendations of the Potomac
Declaration with respect to economic, environmental and food securty. and
cooperation in research and between defence establishments were highly relevant.

79. The Potomac Declaration was seen as a cail to do things in a new and more effective
manner. In this regard, it was noted that there was a SMART way to proceed,
whereby actions should be Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and
Timebound. To this end it was suggested that there was an urgent need for:

" a review of existing agreements; and
" an audit of existing programmes and donors.

80. This would provide the basis for better coordination, rationalisation, integration,
organisation and management in the future, and for the improved implementation of
existing and future agreements, programmes and action plans.

81. It was pointed out that many of the implementation problems in the Western Indian
Ocean region were evident in other parts of Africa, thus reinforcing the importance of
Africans being involved in the development of future plans and ensuning better inter-
regional arrangements before involving donor agencies in partnership with African
countries. It was only through this that there would be full implementation of existing
and future agreements. The discussion extended to the consideration of Latin
Amenica and the South Pacific, where many of the same problems emerged in terrns



87. It was suggested that ACOPS could usefully focus on the development of a unifying
agenda that identified: priorîties for implementing regional conventions; and specific
activities within particular sectors (such as fisheries and tourism) that integrated
sound economic practices with poverty reduction and job creationi.

88. ACOPS was also seen as having a rote in stimulating inter-regionat exchanges
specifically retated to climate change and sustainable tourism, because of the critical
importance of these issues, not only in the African region, but also in the Pacftc.

89. Finally, it was suggested that there was also a need to take a fresh, perhaps even
radical, look at the rote of ACOPS in the third millennium.

Evaluation of the Global International Waters Assessment (GIWA)
Project
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93. Dr. Mee then requested participants for their assistance in identifyîng ways in which
ACOPS could act as a catalyst in the framework of the GIWA pracess.

IMPLEMENTATION 0F THE POTOMAC DECLARATION: ACTION TO
PROMOTE OCEAN SECURITY AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL

Promotion of Ocean Security in the Baltie Sea

94. Dr. Svante
ocean sect

Ddin presented the resuits of the working group on actions ta promote
y in the Baltic Sea. He asserted that from the morning's discussion it
hat although there was already a great deal of cooperation, there was
further action. Thie need for greater exchange of information between
id organisations involved in the sustainable use of this resource was
is well as the need ta strengthen activities at the national level. This
need for more cooperation ta initegrate environmental protection

ith fisheries considerations. Economic sectors should integrate
1 concemrs and should take responsibility for furthening the objective of
avelopment in their sectors. He affirmed that there was also a need for
xre comprehensive recommendations through greater integration of the
ocial sciences. Priority research areas were identified: sources, sinks
of nutrients; the interaction between fisheries and environmental
n-point sources and promotion of approaches ta salve the problemn of
ge from non-point sources; and import of exotic species into the fragile
em. He added that participants had highlighted the Baltic Agenda 21 as
)f how openness and public access ta information could be achieved.
ýre was a need ta mobilise the necessary funding for promoting

*suggested that a
Baltic Sea to other
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conference could be held to analyse ways and means of impiementing it. With regard
to networking, the working group considered this was an excellent idea that could
contribute to a more efficient exchange of information at ail levels, including among
indigenous peoples and companies. Finally the need for guidelines and/or codes of
conduct was stressed, in order to improve the security of diverse operations in the
Arctic, such as transportation and hazardous activîties. Mr. Cuddy added that
insufficient attention had been given to the issue of emergencies in the Arctic region.

Promotion of Ocean Security in the Western Indian Ocean
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Development of the Stockholm Action Strategy

100. Dr. Mee presented the reviseci draft of the Stockholm Action Strategy, which included
two additional items: Marine Science - Sustaining our Oceans; and, Contributing tothe Development of Corporate Environmental Management Processes. Participants
then analysed the new text and the proposed items and amendments. Finally, Dr.Mee gave a sumnmary of the aftemoon session. He stated that although there weregreat differences between the various regions, a clear pattern emerged of problemns
which related to root causes and the ways these were addressed by mankind. Heasserted that GIWA was a way of examining these patterns and causes and therefore
very important. The need for increased community and stakeholder participation was
also underscored, and it was noted that priorities should be set at this level. not
imposed by extemal actors. Extemnal support should corne in response to perceived
need. The renaissance in the African programme was linked ta community
involvement because govemnments were now more committed to environmental
protection. Finafy, he referred ta the need for environmental education and training.

Mondav. 2 Februarv 1998



play a role in this context. He also welcomed the initiative of a global assessment of
the waters and stated that he was proud that the old Baltic City of Kalmar would host
the Secretariat of this important effort. He then presented his vision for the Baltic
region, now that the Berlin Wall had fallen and the Baltic Sea was slowly reverting to
its normal historical and ecological sustainability. The recent changes were giving
hopes for the future and determination to turn the Baltic region into one of Europe's
fastest economically growing areas. The broad approach taken was the linchpin of
the work of the special Advisory Council for Baltic Sea Cooperation that was initiated
in Sweden and one billion Swedish kronor was being spent on student exchanges,
training in democracy, and support programmes for small enterprises. The Summit in
Visby in 1996 charged Mr Persson with the task of coordinating an Agenda 21
process in the region, and the countries on the Baltic rim were now workîng together
within seven sectors of society to prepare a stringent programme of action, Baltic
Agenda 21, which was due in June to be approved by Foreign Ministers and would
later be presented to the Heads of State and Government. This had been unthinkable
only ten years ago. Today it was being done - foes had become friends, hostility had
turned to creativity. Mankind had gone from mutual suspicion to common ambition,
and was cooperating to unite economic development and ecological sustainability.

103, Mr. John Prescott, Deputy Prime Minister and Secretary of State for Transport,
Environment and the Regions, United Kingdom, affirmed that his close involvement
with the sea had convinced him of the importance of protecting it. He noted that
although human impact on the oceans had grown, so too had our awareness of the
problem. At the onset of the UN International Vear of the Oceans, a review of the
1.seven main threats" of the oceans was warranted. Mr. Prescott affirmed that flrst,
and with reaard to shiooina. toucher orocedures and measures were ralipd for ;;nd



issues and concerns, the environment was stili allowed to deteriorate. She said that,
as a scientist, she saw evidence that homo sapiens could self-destruct, The
environment was evidently on the international agenda, but flot sufficuently high on it
to initiate concrete, comprehensive, sustained action. Only by acting now could the
worst case scenario be avoided. She added that in many developing countries,
poverty was a senious impediment to environmental progress, and that it should be
tackled as a root cause. She cited many practices and problems, which signalled the
need for action. Short-term gains had been chosen at a tremendous future cost. She
stressed that today military strength did not guarantee security and that protection of
the environment shouid be included. This relationship between security and
environment had been emphasised by ACOPS, and the Princess appealed to ail
world leaders to encourage intersectoral cooperation at the global, inter-regioïnal,
regional, national and local levels. She went on to say that economic progress could
not take place at the expense of the environment, and that this applied particularly to
the area of tourism, which had a double-edged relationship with the environment.
Referring then to the work undertaken by the CRI, and affirming that education and
public awareness were vital, she informed the participants that training and
information dissemination were among its priorities. The CRI's specific objectives
were: to promote research which would improve people's quality of life; to educate
and train high calibre personnel; to join local and foreign scientists to discuss andsolve emerging problems; and to identify, catalyse and mobilise resources for
research and development in science and technology. In recognition of the many
activities undertaken by the CRI, UNEP had designated it as the UNEP Centre of
Excellence for Environmental and lndustnial Toxicology in 1990. She conclucled by
saying that because environmental degradation in one part of the world had
repercussions elsewhere, it was in our common interest to promote genuine



Implementation of the Potomac Declaration: Action to Promote
Ocean Security at the Global Level
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fleet. ln the end, both the Atlantic and Pacific fleets would be reduced by at least
50%. He emphasised that a smaller fleet was essential for achieving sustainable
fusheries. lnternationally, Canada continued to advocate greater conservation and
enforcement measures and instruments such as the Convention on Straddling and
l-ighly Migratory Fish Stocks. The application of the precautionary approach and the
establishment of regional fisheries organisations were encouraged. Canada was aiso
working on more selective harvesting practices. However, the problem of fish flot
retumning to fshing grounds was faced, although this did flot respond to flshing, but to
changing ocean conditions. This underlined the need for greater scientiflc research.
He then went on to describe the Pacific Salmon Treaty with the USA, and noted that
although both countries had excellent relations and shared many characteristics, the
intractable nature of allocation issues had lead to unresolved disputes. He said this
reflected the need to tailor solutions to fisheries problems in accordance with speciflc
circumstances. He then went on to speak of the Canadian Oceans Act, which had as
its primary objective the coordination of their ocean strategy. The Ocean Strategy
would set the course for Canacla's management of its ocean resources into the next
century and reflected the thinking in the conference's background papers. He said
that the International Vear of the Oceans was an unpreoedented opportunity to rally
public opinion to the cause of the oceans. In this framework, Canada had prepared an
Ocean Charter, which should be given the widest distribution to make it a truly global
commitment to action. He condluded by reaffirming Canada's commitment to working

that
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Mvr. reKKa Miaavisio, Minister for Environment 0f Finland. expressed his gratitude to
ACOPS and GLOBE for arranging this Conference, and to the Government of
Sweden for their strong support for the arrangements. He presented a short summary
of Finnish policy in the field of marine environment protection. Prevention of pollution
of the seas was a comnerstone in Finnish environment policy andi Finland had realised
at an early stage that national measures should be combined with international
cooperation and international agreements to reduce the input of pollutants to the
marine environment. Accordingly, about thirty years ago, Finland had established
bilateral cooperation with its closest neighbours, the Soviet Union and Sweden, in
order to protect the Gulf of Finland and the Gulf of Bothnia, respectively and after the
political changes in Eastemn Europe, Finland cooperated with the Russian Federation,
and with Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The cooperation with Sweden continued in a
fruitful way. There was also a traditional cooperation between Finland and the other
Nordic countries. In the wider international field Finland had played an active rote both
in regional and global organisations. Fintand had initiated a process that led to the
creation of the Helsinki Convention. Finland was also a Party to the Oslo Convention,
had been an active observer to the Paris Commission and had ratified the OSPAR
Convention on the Northeast Atlantic. The cooperation between the eight Arctic
States had been based on a Finnishîinitiative, which led to the so-called Rovaniemi
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mrat trie worKlng group had stressed that Atrican countries should individualiy anc
collectively determine their agenda priorities, and that only then should donoi
agencies be invited to work in partnership. The focus adopted in the Potomac
Declaration, establishîng a linkage between food, environmental and economic
security, was overwhelmingly supported by participants as a concept that underlinec
key issues for the African continent. The increased cooperation between the militarý
and environmental sectors called for durîng the Washington Conference was alsc
deemed very relevant for the region. Participants identified an urgent need to revie%ý
existing agreements and audit existing programmes in order to attain greatei
integration and rationalisation of activities. As set forth in the Potomac Declaration, i,
was necessary that actions be relevant and measurable. Mr. Jones then presented E
list of recommendations that issued from the working group's discussions.

124. On behalf of Mr. Cheikh Cissokho. President of the National Assemblv eff qpnpn;;



'Opriate that, with the assistance of ACOPS, South Africa should
Son inter-regional cooperation. Prior to this, the conference to be
je on sub-Saharan marine and coastal zone management was also
ýe. He trusted that these meetings would resuit in concrete actions
rove the implementation of existing programmes and of the Nairobi
aid that it was evident that many countries in the region now
e concemn over the environment was not a luxury. lndeed. given the
)f many developing countries, conservation and preservation of the
aven more critical to economic and food security, as was reflected
>eclaration. He concluded by noting that, nonetheless, countries
ýe the security of their own environment without the cooperation of
-egional and global levels.
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133. After noting these recommended changes. Prof. Wramner presented the document tothe Ministerial Segment for approval. He noted that it should contribute to theimplementation of existing agreements, but underscored that a great deal of action
was needed. He said that ACOPS' Vice-Presidents would have to present theStrategy in their respective regions and carry out specifc activities in order to ensureits development. The Stockholm Action Strategy on Ocean Security was then
endorsed.

Closure of the Conference

134. Prof. Wramner affirmed that ACOPS would continue to cooperate with the Russian
Duma, UNEP, and the IWCO, the Convention on Biological Diversity and otherinternational organisations and bodies. He expressed hopes that when ACOPS metagain in Lisbon during EXPO '98, it would be possible to report on the success of thedifferent initiatives on ooean security launched in Stockholm. Prof. Wramner declared
the meeting closed. Ambassador Fraser took the floor to express his appreciation, onbehaif of ail participants, to Lord Callaghan, Prof. Wramner, Dr. Sebek and other
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ANNEX I

STOCKHOLM ACTION STRATEGY

This Annex contains Part A: Stockholm Action Strategy on Ocean Security, and Part B:Portfolio of Action Proposals

PART A: STOCKHOLM ACTION STRATEGY ON OCEAN SECURITY

From 31 January to 2 February 1998, in the Parliament of Sweden, a joint Conference wasorganised by the Advisory Committee on the Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) and the GlobalLegislators Organisation for a Balanced Environment (GLOBE). The Conference, under theChairmanship of the Rt. Hon. Lord Callaghan of Cardiff KG, President of ACOPS and formerPrime Minister of the United Kingdom, was entitled "Towards Enhanced Ocean Security into

of civil



The approach of ACOPS, in developing the Strategy, recognises that existing internation
arrangements for cooperation between relevant actors in many cases are working poor
and that efforts to solve environmental problems are often inadequateîy focuse4
Considerable resources are consumed in the creation of parallel and overlappin
administrative structures. Existing agreements and conventions remaîn large
unimplemented and this failure must be addressed. The importance of cultural values
recognised, and education programmes, including the use of media and the arts, wiII b
pursued.

Starting from a basis of interdisciplinary research, the ACOPS' strategy is based c
promoting well-coordinated global and regional partnerships. It places emphasis c
integration, at local, national, regional and global levels, of concemns for the marine an
coastal environment into strategies and policies of socio-economic sectors adversel
affecting coastal and marine ecosystems. It gives special weight to close collaboration, an
an active and transparent dialogue between fisheries, and marine and coastal environmer
protection agencies and amongst international organisations at both regional and qlobi



" support and encourage regional and global marine research and monitoring
programmes, including data management, recognising that knowledge and information
form the cornerstone of wise decision-making for environmental policies and
programmes and in the identification of emerging issues, an immediate initiative would
be research into harmful algal blooms;

" actively encourage improved performance on the part of corporate organisations
through the environmental management process; and

* participate in ongoing international processes addressing trade in living marine
resources with the objective of ensuning sustainability and the preservation of marine
ecosystems.

The achievement of the above strategy will be enhanoed by efforts et regional levels.
ACOPS has had remarkable success in the Arctic and Asiani regions and these programmes
witl continue to be pursued closely and the lessons Ieamed applied to other prionity regions



PORTFOLIO 0F ACTION PROPOSALS
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2. Application of National Securlty Data and Systems to Environmentaî Issues

Military and intelligence establishments have been collecting data that can be invaluable tocivilian environmental problems (e.g. sustainable use of living and non-living resources).Examples of this application are: earthquake prediction; disaster information; forest fires;monitoring of volcanoes; climate change;, large scale environmental assessments; seasurface; sea temperature; wave climate; vegetation; deforestation; desertification; andquantification of the Arctic ice pack, etc. lmagery from intelligence satellites, put Up muchearlier than commercial satellites, can be used to show how desert boundaries, vegetation,and polar ice have changed with time. Sharing of defence information has also proven aneffective way to build good will and strengthen international relations.

The environment is also important to national security as environmental degradation canimpact a nation's economy, social stability and regional behaviour. Therefore data exchangeand research should be bi-directional, representing a cooperation between defence andcivilian institutes and facilities.

ProposaIs for action:

* consistent with national security considerations and resource availabiîity, states shouldconsider declassification of certain military data which might be of importance for theunderstanding of marine and coastal systems, and environmental protection;

which embrace



3. Assessment of International Waters at the Global Level

The Global International Waters Assessment (GIWA) was approved reoently as a Glb
Environment Facility (GEF)-funded project to assess, regionally and globally, the status
problems of the marine andf freshwater environment, including their resources.



4. A Coordinated International Effort on Biodiversity

A year or a decade of effort on biodiversity would focus world attention on changes inbiodiversity observed in many stressed ecosystems, and the consequences of thosechanges. There is a need to clearly define biodiversity and an international effort wouki a)improve our understanding on the ecological meaning and b> develop sound measures onthe utility of biodiversity indicators for environmental management of marine and coastalhabitats in which biodiversity is to be protected.

The international effort wilI encourage coordinated action by a wide range of experts. Ilwould be fully supportive of the Convention for Biological Diversity and other global andregional on-going programmes. The actions would flot be restricted ta fostering scientificresearch but should extend to the improvement of public awareness of the intrinsic valuebiological diversity and the need for its conservation irrespective of perceptions of potential
economic value.

If there were an International Biodiversity Year (IBY> or equivalent, there would be a need forspecial emphasus on marine biological diversity. This is an area where our currentunderstanding is particularly poor and where aur baseline, against which changes can bemonitored, is weak. It should be recognised that much of the existing information on marinebiological diversity is fragmentary and held in poorly networked and under-finanoedinstitutions. It is ironic that many institutions that have a long tradition of expertise in thisfield, are facing closure and the resuits of years of dedicated investigations are being lost. Itis unfortunate that many institutions that have a long tradition of expertise in taxonomy andtraditionally provide the basis to identify species nichness in ecosystems do not have thesupport needed ta provide the necessary knowledge. ACOPS recommends that support begiven to such institutions, in order ta maintain and improve local and global competence inLhis field. Urgent international action is required ta establish networks that help ta identlfyand compile biodiversity information using modem informatics technology to assist3pecialists in this field. Furthermore, modem observational tools, including underwater



species thereby irnproving their f'tness for survival (competitiveness, resistanc
immune responses), thereby fostering biodiversity. lntroduced species also are
component of the diversity of ecosystems and their impacts must be considered.
broadened view is necessary towards a realistic appreciation of biodiversi
characteristics in eclgclmanagement and the international effort should take tC
Iead in properly delineating the problerns, constraints andi opportunities.

The creation of an international marine biological network:

A number of local and regional networks exiat such as the Baltic Marine Biologis
(BMB) and others that acidress biodlversity at a species level. Many are dealing wi
sys*ematics (taxonomy), a traditional area in biology which unfortunately no long



5. Community Projects Networking

Promotion of public involvement in decision-making, especially at local levels and ensurungthe adoption of precautionary and ecosystem approaches for the sustainable managementof the marine environment, its resources and amenities, requires a strategy for local areamanagement.

Local marine and coastal area management activities can only proceed in a comprehensiveand holistic manner if the legitimate concemns and aspirations of regional communities arerecognised andi specifieci. Accordingly, the establishment of community project networks atthe regional level is required te ensure that collective interests are identified andcharacterised within a regional framework for local area management.

It is recommended that local authority networks within regional contexts be developed andused te delineate comprehensive regional interests (govemment, commercial, fisheries,environmental protection, resouroe development, land planning, socio-economicdevelopment, etc.) that can lead te the development of regional frameworks for enablinglocal area management. This would ensure that regional concems and aspirations be takeninto account in decision-making at local levels for environmental protection and sustaînablemarine resource development purposes.

ACOPS should promote networking in the three manine regions of its current interest,namely the Baltic, the Arctic and sub-Saharan Afnica as demonstrations of the value ofnotwnrkrirn fj.%p.



6. Sustainable tourism

Tourism is the world's largest and fastest growing industry. ln many developing counti
tourism contributes significantly to national economies, both in ternis of generation of forE
exchange and in providing employment opportunities. Furthermore, the preservationi
sensitive development of its indigenous heritage and the traditional cultures. coupled with
appreciation of the country's historical features and natural resources, is an extrerr



7. The Enhancement of Training of Marine and Coastal Policymakers

ln view of the complexity of decisions needed for improving the protection of the marineenvironment, it is essentiai to count on weIl-trained policymakers. Most officiais engaged indesigning and implementing policies to sustainably use and protect the marine and coastalenvironment have obtained their training on an ad-hoc basis, often through experience withtheir peers or by attending the many meetings and workshops organised in this field. Thisapproach encourages a continuation of the sectoral nature of govemnance andi is aisoinefficient and time consuming. The availability of postgraduate courses in environmentalpolicy is currently extremely limited and their scope is far from comprehensive. The objectiveof this proposai is to create a new system of Master's courses in marine and coastal policybased upon existing institutions complimented with stronger linkages to the private sector,scientific institutions, governmental and intergovemmental bodies and to independentorganisations within civil society. It builds on initiatives such as the Erasmus Programme ofthe European Union, the Global Leamning and Observations to Benefit the Environment(GLOBE) of the USA and the lWLeam programme of UNDP.
In Europe, the Masters course on Marine and Coastal Area Policy will be iaunched on a pilotbasis in the year 2000. The initial network will develop in close cooperation with the ACOPSAclvisory Board on Oceans and Coastal Areas Management. It will be available for decision-makers from ail parts of the world, particularly developing countries and those in economicand political transition. The universities involved could include those in Plymouth, UK (asnetwork coordinators); Kalmar, Sweden; Tromso, Norway; Rotterdam, the Netherlands; andLisbon, Portugal. The newly established training programmes of the UN University inFiQdriar utahi,4i - k- i L... - -..



8. lmproving Environmental Ectucation

Environmental education is a process that deepens ecological understanding, increas
public environmental awareness, and encourages individual and collective responsibil
towards protecting the environment. Effective environmental education can bring abc
desirable changes in human attitudes and behaviour. It can awaken human curiosity a
interest to observe, experience, understand, and protect their natural and cultu
environment. Notwithstanding, environmental education is stili largely lacking in the forn
education system. The integration of environmental education into national school currict
is an urgent task that must be undertaken by aIl govemments, if their commitment
sustainable development is a serious one.

Governments are encouraged to use the opportunity of the International Year of the Ocea
to upgrade school curricula related to environmental eclucation, and in particular to oce
environment. It is recommended to draw from the experience of UNESCO Baltic Schox
Programme by linking up with the Intergovemnmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC).

It is proposed that the Regional Seas Programme develops an inventory of "best praCticE
in educational tools for public schools that accommodates regional differences. UNEP coi
consider doing this on a global scale.

Ministries of Environment and Education are caîleci upon to cooperate on the development
local and regional nature stucly centres; particularly those devoted to marine and coas
issues. Examples like the Field Studies Council (UK) suggest that nature centres provi
important and much needed contribution to the formai education process. Such oentr
serve as a medium through which environmental education matenials are developed a
distributed; teacher-training courses are organised and delivered; and most importani
children and adults receive access to Ieaming about the environment by direct contact wv



9. Marine Science and Information: the Cornerstone of Wise Decision-making
The Potomac Deciaration states that scientific research should be directed towards theunderstanding of marine and coastal ecosystems, thus providing a basis for policies andaction for their conservation and sustainable use. This is a clear recognition that marinescience is an integrai part of marine and coastal ecosystem management, for withoutscientific information, we cannot make proper decisions. Despite decades of research,however, there is much we stili do flot understand about the oceans. Wve must continue tomaximise our use of existing information, but we must also initiate and sustain new studiesthat focus on fundamental biological, chemical, and physical processes that regulate theocean envîronment and its ecosystems.

It is vital that we understand the magnitude of natural versus human-mediated oceanvariability. This requires basic and strategic research on fundamental processes, as well aslong-term monitoring to document the nature and magnitude of environmental and biologicalchange. In many cases, we do not have sufficient baseline information on key processesand variables, and as we accelerate our usage and manipulation of the ocean, that baselineis changing.

It is therefore urgent that we undertake coordinated interdisciplinary studies of the marineenvironment. These require a significant and sustained level of effort and commîtment.Such programmes must accommodate the unique and different problemrs and needs ofdeveloping countries, while advancing the state of knowledge using advanced researchtechniques. Developing countries must be provided the training and resources to be fullyînvolved in these programmes and aware of the implications of their marine policies andprogrammes. It is also important that young researchers be trained to sustain theseactivities.

These needs for marine research and data span ai field and disciplines. A specific globalexample affecting many nations follows.

Harmfui Algal Blooms (HABs)

One compeIling problem affecting our coastal oceans is the expanding problem of harmfulalgal blooms, commonly called ured tides". These represent a senious and growing threat tocoastal fisheries resources and economic development throughout the world. Today, virtuallyeverv c!nnt2I ic *thanfn, k- - -



European Union ait are interested in the development of an international ECOHA
programme, so co-sponsorship of this activity is possible; and

* once the fundamental mechanisms are better understood, conduct an assessment
HAB problems specific to different regions of the worlcl and help individual states
define coastal monitoring, management, and mitigation strategies that wiIl minimil
impacts and reduce the incidence of these phenomena. This activity could interfai
directly with GlWA.



10. Facilitating the Integration of Marine Issues in the Corporate EnvironmentaiManagement Process

The Potomac Deciaration has identified basic pninciples for action to achieve environmentaî,food and economic security in the oceans. However, the Deciaration was less specific inidentifying the available means of delivering these goals within existing institutional and legalframeworks and over acceptable time-iritervals.

The Valdez Principies and similar initiatives have recognised that corporate organisationsare best piaced to address unsustainabiiity issues because they have an important influenceupon:

* rates of utilisation of renewable and non-renewabîe resources;* development of markets for consumer goods and services;" allocation of financial and human resources; and" levels of emissions to the air, dîscharges to water and disposaI of other wastes on landand at sea.

In addition, corporate organisations support a major share of scientific and technologicaîresearch, and they identify education and training needs for the workplaoe.
The attitudes of industry and commerce to envirofimental concemns, inciuding those relateddirectly and indirectly to the oceans, have evolved in response to increasing stakeholderpressures. These include new regulatory standards and market based instruments.Consequentiy, there is an increasing acceptance of the need for envirofimental probity as apre-requisite for corporate gain.
To improve envirofimental performance new management standards, tools and conceptshave been developed and applied in many industrial sectors. For example, life cycleanalysis, product stewardship, producer responsibility, generic and individual managementsystems (IS0 14001, EMAS) and market-led initiatives such as eco-labelling schemes.These are intended to support govemnmental commitments towards environmentaî protectionprogrammes. Considerable progress has already been made by UNEP and UNIDO inpromoting cleaner technologies and these developments wilI flot be duplicateci in thisinitiative.



Il. Fisheries, Multilateral Agreements, and the Trade Regimne

Options for the enforcement of international agreements regulating fisheries are someW~
limited. The vast international market that drives fishing does provide sorne concrete optio
for the control of fisheries. This international market is govemed through an intematior
trade regime.

Some nations have attempted to impose trade sanctions unilaterally to protect endanger
species, arguing that under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, countries e
allowed to take measures to protect animal life and health, and to protect natural resourc(
Such unilateral measures have been rejected by appeal panels of the World Tra
Organisation (WTO) as being inconsistent with trade provisions.

However, there is an increased interest in applying trade measui
agreements. The WATO's Commitee on Trade andi Environment
circumstances in which trade measures could serve environ
enforcement of multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs>. O
concemn in some quarters that the trade rules will weaken environi
for example, limiting environmental protection options at the nation,
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12. Enhancemnent of Ocean Security in the Arctic region

As is now widely acknowledged, the Arctic environment plays a crucial role in the stability ofthe Earth's biosphere. Pecuijarities of natural conditions in the Arctic are such that itsecosystems are especially fragile and have unusual responses to contaminants transportedto the region by air and water. It should be noted that activities outside of the Arctic are themain sources of certain hazardous substances affecting the marine environment. One of themost important considerations is the protection of the Arctic marine environment fromdetrimental consequences of land-based activities.

To reach this goal an effective Regionat Programme of Action, as well as correspondingNational Programmes of Action of circumpolar countries should be formulated andsuccessfully implemented. The implementation of these programmes should be based onthe following principles:

" a precautionary and anticipatory approach to environmental protection;
" protection of human health with special emphasis on the health and well-being of theindigenous and other northemn people;

" integrated coastal areas management, harmonised as appropriate with river basinmanagement, land-use plans and environmentaî impact assessment of ail newactivities;

* integration of the protection of the marine environment into relevant generalenvironmental, social and economic sustainable development policies; and
" social and industrial development harmonised with rehabilitation and preservation of the

environment.

The ACOPS' Conference recommends the following action strategies:
* the Regional Programme of Action (RPA) should be finalised according to GPAprinciples in its first phase and presented for adoption by the Arctic Council MinisterialMeetinn in I QQR»

by ail



" the NPA-Arctic for the Russian Federation should be presented to a stakeholder!
conference in 1999;

" to ensure the involvement of ail appropriate stakehoiders in Arctic Ooean security,
networlcing approach is recommended, e.g. networking among countries for thi
exchange of information, among indigenous peopies, and among different private an,
public enterprises;

* promotion of activities for environmentai education, information and awareness raisin
campaigns about the Arctic Seas are recommended;

* the deveiopment and impiementation of legai instruments, codes of conduot, guideline,
speciai Arctic standards and naturai use miles shouid be promoted; and

* circumpolar cooperation and national measures reiated to preparedness for emergenc
situations such as the accidentai release of radionuclides, oul or oCher hazardou
substances in the Arctic shouid be increased.



13. Enhancemnent of Ocean Security in the Baltic Sea region

The Baitic Sea region is developing rapidiy through, i.e. the opening Up of new markets,economie cooperation and integration and the removal of barriers to the exchange of peopleand goods. About 80 million people live in the region. More than ten countries are invoived inthe protection of the marine envîrofiment of the Baitic Sea. The history of environmentcooperation is long and a number of institutionai frameworks have been established tocope with the problems of protecting the fragile ecosystems of the Baitic Sea and to manageits natural resources. The Helsinki Convention and its associated commission and theInternational Baitic Sea Fishery Commission are legal frameworks for that end. Morerecently an initiative to elaborate an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea region with the goal of longterm sustainable deveiopment for the whole region has been launched. It wiil be ready foradoption in June, 1998. The long and successful cooperation in the region, through formatand informai networks has made it possible to deai with most environmentai probiems of theBaltic Sea by both legal and concrete actions. Still the goals have flot been reached. Therestoration of the ecological balance of the Baitic Sea is stili a long way ahead in the future.More actions are needed by ail actors. Institutions must be made more efficient andcooperate more effectively with each other. In this context, however, lessons couîd beIeamned from the long-term (over twenty years) expenience available in the Baitic Sea region.
Based on presentations by invited speakers and proposais madle by the participants of theworking group it is proposed that the following actions be taken:

General proposais for overail coordination and Integration:
" ail relevant institutions at national, regional and intemnational levels shoulcl participate inthe development of clear objectives that are incorporated into long-term programmes ofaction that provides for a phased implementation of such programmes by incorporatinga step-by-step approach which integrates investment and facilitates tiexibility. Thisincludes coordination of the activities of the various regionai and internationalinstitutions involveci in attaining a sustainable use of the Baltic Sea;
* integration of envirofimental concemrs into the economic sectors 0f society. Suchconcemrs shoulci be includeci at the early stages in their decision-making process. Theeconomic sector shoulci take responsibiiity for achieving sustainable development withinthpir £airtrre- tàme4

at the national



* institutions at ail relevant levels should be so organised, and were necessa
reorganised, so as to be able to address the urgent problems faced in the Baltic Se
E.g. the new structure, among others, allows ICES to more adequately address tl
inter-action between fishing activities and ecosystems. A similar approach should t
explored for the cooperation between HELCOM and the IBSFC. The organîsatiol
should also become more effective;

*integration of natural sciences with the social and economic sciences with the objecti,
of formulating multidisciplinary strategies and concrete recommendations that a
relevant for management of the Baltic Sea. In this regard it was stressed that integratE
multidiscîplinary and focused scientific research programmes should be establishE
The following priorities where identified:

" research that focuses on the sources, sinks and effects of nutrients as welI
cost/effective measures, including algal blooms;

" research that focuses on the inter-action between fisheries andi ecosystems;
* research that focuses on non-point sources and that promotes integrat

approaches to this problem; and
" research that focuses on alien species;

*modemnisation and strengthening of monitoring systems with the objective of improvi
their relevance to decision-making in ail countries in the catchment area of the Bal
Sea. This is particularly important in order to ascertain the successes and failures, a
thus lessons to be learned, from policies that have been imptemented;

Sea:



14. Enhancement of Ocean Security in the Africar, Region
Today sub-Saharan Africa seems to be the most "negtected" part of the wortd whenconsidered from the standpoint of UNCED's cati for comprehensive cooperative programmesaddressing the fuil complexity of problems associated with marine and coastat environment.tn spite of a number of programmes and agreements which may be considered as striving toachieve this goal, none of them could be deemed as even remoteiy adequate.
Based on presentations by invited speakers and proposais made by participants of WorkingGroup E, the following proposais were made:

* urgent action should be taken to strengthen exîsting regional conventions in Africa,namety the Nairobi and Abidjan Conventions, and to improve the coordination andimplementation of existing regional programmes and action plans. In this it is essentialthat African countries inidividuatly and collectivety determine an agenda of priorities forAfrica;

" to this end, there is an urgent need to undertake a review/audit existing conventions,agreements, programmes and action plans in the region, which should also inctude ananalysis of the factors that have prevented their successfuî imptementation. Thisreview/aucîit should also identify the existing involvement of international agencies andbitateral devetopment partners in the region, as well as the gaps in existingarrangements. On the basis of this review/audit, African countries shoutd coltectiveîy setan agenda for future action on the ooean and coastat environment;
* international and bitaterat agencies shoutd be invited to work in partnership with thecountries of the region in order to implement the priorities determineci by Africa;
" speciat attention shoutd be given to anatysing the impact of global climate change onthe African continent, with a vîew to proposing appropriate actions at the regional andcontinental levet;

" special attention shoutd also be given to the promotion of sustainable tourism in Africa,which shoutd be one of the issues addressed at the proposed Cape Town Conference;and

" efforts shoutd be macde to, involve African regional organisations (such as the SouthemAfrican Devetopment Community (SADC), the Common Market for Eastern andSouthem Africa (C-OMP5qàý th= ..



" the state of the marine and coastal enviroflmeflt in the sub-Saharafl Africa (coast
states from Maunitania to Somalia, and the Afnican islanci States in the Indian and &k
Atlantic Ocean>, including the main causes of their detenoration, taking into accoui
the issues and priorities identifued by the Maputo PACSICOM meeting (June/Ju
1998);

" the status of national policies and policy responses, including the «best practice
relevant to their development and protection of coastal and marine areas of the su!
Saharan Africa;,

" the support provided by "donors" to the solution of identified problems and thE
causes;

" the existing and evolving multilateral programmes and arrangements relevant to tt
development and protection of coastal and marine areas of sub-Saharan Afric
including their status , achievements and shortcomings; and

" the options for the ways and means for strengthening cooperation of sub-Sahan
African counitries, primarily through better coordination of existing programmes ai
arrangements; and

* to formulate and adopt the strategy which may lead to improved development ai

Wi problems.
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Annex Il

Recommendations

Recommendations of Working Group A: The Role of Science

" Communication among natural scientists, social scientists, policy formulators, politicaldecision-makers and the public at large should be improved;

" ACQPS should continue its commendable promotion of a dialogue among and betweenthe policy and scientific sectors of society at the global level. The challenge is to increasethe depth and detail of this dialogue, te foster the formulation of practical, objective andscientifically defensible, rather than purely simplistic and inadequateîy evaluated, actionsrepresenting a truly credible balance among the economic development, culturalpreservation and environmental sustainability aspirations of society;

" The scientific community has a responsibility te provide simplifieci explanations of marineprocesses and conditions te permit increasecl discrimination and objectivity in publicperceptions of marine environmental issues, their relative importance and theeffectiveness of measures to counter environmental degradation;

" The systematics of the manner in which marine ecosystems are perturbed as a result ofthe exploitation of living resources and physical and chemical disturbance of the coastalmarine environment should be evaluated;

" The extent te which eutrophication, shifts in nutrient ratios and associated consequencesat the pnimary production level are causally related requires more intensive investigation;
" Agencies involved in ocean surveillance and monitoring should adopt a global perspectivetowards the construction of comprehensive observation systems to serve a broader array



Recommendations of Working Group B: lntegirated Managemnent of the Oceans

* International community i8 aware of the problems and has provided a diversity of instrumit
to cope with them and recommendations made in the presentations are there
straightforward. However, their implementation is complex and the question is "How dc
take action?";

* Among the major forces affecting the marine and coastal environment are: population gro
poverty, unsustainable consumption patterns and use of resources, and pollution;

* impacts of the failure to address poverty, sustainable development, problems of govemné
and corruption should be recognised and addressed;

* Some of the more important instruments contributing to improved environment protection
resource use are the Global Plan of Action for Protection of the Manne Environment
Land-Based Activfties; the several regional seas conventions, the Potomac Declaration,
the International Vear of the Ocean;

* Incorporation of global issues into national agendas is difficult although large assemblit
common local problemrs become regional andi global problems; shared vision is essenti
tackle global and regional problems;

* The solution of manv Droblems requires short-termn sacrifices for long-term goals; root ca

should



Recommendations of Working Group C: Action to Promote Ocean Security in the BalticSea

" Food security considerations should be integrated into policies for the sustainable use ofthe Baltic Sea, and in particular into policies related to the utilisation of fisheries resources.Ail fish stocks should be included in this process;

* Environmental education and public awareness should be enhanced, especiaîy within theframework of the implementation of the HELCOM JCP and the Baltic Agenda 21, and(mobilise) the necessary funding for this purpose should be mobilised;
" Institutions at ail relevant levels should be organised, and where necessary reorganised,s0 as to be able to address the urgent problems faced in the Baltic Sea (e.g. the newstructure, among Cthers, allows ICES to more adequately address the interaction betweenfishing activities and ecosystems. A similar approach should be explored for thecooperatian between HELCOM and the IBSFC. The organisations should also becomemore effective);

* Natural sciences should be integrated with the social and economic sciences with theobjective of formulating multidisciplinary strategies and concrete recommendations thatare relevant for management of the Baltic Sea. In this regard it was stressed thatintegrated, multidisciplinary andl focused scientific research programmes should beestablished. The following prionities where identified:
" research that focuses on the sources, sinks and effects of nutnients as welI ascostleffective measures, including algal blooms:
" research that focuses on the interaction between fisheries and ecosystema;" research that focuses on non-point sources and that promotes integrated approachesto this problem; and
" research that focuses on alien species;

" Monitoring systems should be moclemiseci and strengthened with the objective ofimproving their relevance to decision-making in ail countries in the catchment area of theBaltic Sea. This is particularly important in order to ascertain the successes and failures,



Recommendations of Working Group D: Action to Promote Ocean Security in the Ai
Seas

" The Regionai Programme of Action (RPA) should be finalised according to GPA princi
in its first phase and presented for adoption by the Arctic Council Ministerial Meetin
September 1998;

" The second phase of RPA should be initiated and developed in the format of Agendi
for the Arctic Seas, modified as appropriate to reflect the speciflo social and econc
conditions of the Arctic;

" An Arctic Seas partnership conference attended by ail circumpolar countrie.,
recommended for the year 1999;

" The ACOPS' Stockholm Conférence urges aIl circumpolar countries to finalise
respective National Programmes of Action (NPAs> in order to provide the best posa
basis for the second phase of the RPA (Agenda 21);

" The NPA-Arctic for the Russian Federation should be finallsed accorcling to the sche

to a s



Recommendations of Working Group E: Action to Promote Ocean Security in the Western
Indian Ocean

* Urgent action should be taken to strengthen existing regional conventions in Africa,namely the Nairobi andi Abidjan Conventions, and to improve the coordination andimplementation of existing regional programmes and action plans. In this regard, it isessential that African countries individually and collectively determine an agenda of
priorities for Africa;

* To this end, there is an urgent need to undertake a review/audit of existing conventions,agreements, programmes and action plans in the region, which should also include ananalysis of the factors that have prevented their successful implementation. Thisreview/audit should also identify the existing involvement of international agencies andbilateral development partners in the region, as well as the gaps in existing arrangements.On the basis of this review/audit, African countries should collectively set an agenda forfuture action on the ocean and coastal environment;

* International and bilateral agencies should be invited ta work in partnership, with thecountries of the region in order to implement the pniorities determined by Africa;

* ACOPS should assist the Govemnment of South Africa in the organisation of a Conferenoein Cape Town (30 Nov - 4 Dec 1998), with the aim of promoting irnproved inter-regionalcooperation in Africa in the implementation of programmes and action plans for thedevelopment and management of the marine and coastal environment. The objective ofthis Conference will be as follows:

(a) to review and critically evaluate:

" the state of the marine and coastal environment in the sub-Saharan Africa (coastalstates from Mauritania to Somalia, and the African island States in the Indian andthe Atlantic Ocean), including the main causes of their deterioration, taking intoaccount the issues and priorities identified by the Maputo PACSICOM meeting
(JunelJuly 1998);

* the status of national policies and policy responses, including the "best practlces»relevant ta their development and protection of coastal and marine areas of the
sub-Saharan Africa;

" the support provided by "donors" to the solut-ion of identifled problemo and their
causes;



* Special attention should be given to analysing the impact of global climate change or
African continent, with a view to proposing appropniate actions at the regional
continental level;

* Special attention should also be given to the promotion of sustainable tourism in AI
which should be one of the issues addressed at the .proposed Cape Town Confere
and

* Efforts should be made to involve African regional organisations (such as the Sout
African Development Community (SADC), the Common Market for Eastern and Sout
Afnica (COMESA), the Indian Ocean Commission, Economîc Community of West Afi
States (ECOWAS), etc.) in the process of iclentifying a new agenda for the Ocean
Coastal Environment in Africa.
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ANNEX 111

MESSAGES AND STATEMENTS

A. MESSAGES

Message from His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden

Ever since the UN Conference in Stockholm 1972, 1 have given much thought to theprotection and conservation of the environment. 1 arn also a firm believer in human ingenuityand in man's capacity to develop appropriate technologies to meet the demands forenvironmental protection and sustainable use of resources. With this ini mind, 1 have since1992 regularly invited scientists, and decision-makers from aid agencies, industry and trade,to a Royal Colloquium at Ulniksdals Palace in Stockholm, to discuss measures and possiblesolutions to preventing further depletion of marine resources and degradation of the marineenvironiment. 1 arn therefore pleased that your conference brings Up Ocean Security in theframework of science, institutions and policy. In the Colloquia covering tropical as well astemperate zones, 1 have put attention to cooperation between different societal sectors innatural resource management, the closing of nutrient cycles, as well as the importance ofbasic scientific information. 1 arn pleased mhat these elernents in moving from scientificknowledge to political action are brought forward in your important work.
AýIready, the pollution in coastal zones caused by human activities is threatenîng the fisheriesn many parts of the world. This is a problem that should be addressed during thentemationaî Year of the Oceans 1998 as declared by the United Nations. Therefore it is a



Message from Goran Persson
Prime Minister of Sweden

It is an honour for me to greet ait the participants of the 1998 Global Conference of
Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea and the Global Legislators Organisation fc
Balanced Environment.

To me it is of special value that the ACOPS/GLOBE conference Towards Enhanced Oc
Securîty into the Third Millennium is held in the cîty of Stockholm, on the shores of the Bi

Sea. Since November 1989 when the Berlin Wall came clown, like so many other peop
have had the vision of the Baltic Sea as a symbol of peaceful co-existence, socially sti
economic development and successful environmental policies. Peace, democn
prosperity, welfare and a sounci environment have been self evident to some Europ
countries after the Second World War but certainly not in the history of the Baltic reg
However, few other areas in the world have been so positively affected by the cessatio
the Cold War. The Baltic Sea region has the potential to become the fastest-growing rec.
in Europe for many years to come.

The preconditions for economic growth in our region are unique and it is through econc
integration that sustainable, common security will be created. There are, however, thri
that could disrupt positive development. These threats include organised crime and s(
tensions, as well as environmental problems. To tackle the latter, the MinisterE
Environment of the Baltic Sea region in 1996 adopted a declaration which comprise!
Agenda 21 involving the Baltic Sea States including Norway and loeland. The objectiv
Baltic 21 is sustainable development.

The Balttc Sea has generated cooperation. When Iaunched in 1992, the Baltic Sea~
Comprehensive Environmental Action Programme was a major achievement. Six years1
we can clearly see that our efforts have paid off. lnvestments and Cther remedial activ
have been initiated in the majority of the 132 so-called "hot spots", sources of se,
pollution and emissions in the Baltic Sea catchment area. There is stili a long way to go, I
am very optimistic. Our goal - a Baltic Ses in ecological balance - is within reach.

In this context the ACOPSIGLOBE Conference will be of great importance to those
advocate that the orinciole of orotectinq the environment and promnoting human progresE

success of the



Message from the Rt. Hon. Lord Callaghan of Cardiff KGPresident of ACOPS and former Prime Minister of the United Kîngdom
The United Nations declared the year 1998 to be the "International Year of the Oceans". Wein ACOPS warmly applaud this decision, which presents an important opportunity to ail whoare actively concemned to conserve the health of our seas and oceans.
The world's oceans serve manifold and sometimes conflicting purposes - international trade,fishing, tourism, oi1 extraction, dumping of our wastes. These and other uses ail makedemands upon the environment of the oceans, affect their wellbeing, and in the long run,shape the health of people throughout the world. There is stili an inadequate appreciation ofthis among the public at large and Non Governmentaî Organisations such as ACOPS havean important part to play in bringing home to legisiators and to people throughout the worldthe seriousness of the unprecedented demands that are now being made on the resourcesof the seas and oceans.

Our purpose mnust be nothing less than to create, as part of the normal thinking of ail, theunderstanding that the many varying uses to which we put the world's oceans should beviewed as a whole whenever policies are being developed, and that these should beintegrated and reconciled in order to preserve the integrity of the environment.
ACOPS owes a great debt of gratitude to its United States Vice-President, Curt Weldon, whois promoting in the USA and intemnationally, the concept of "ocean security". As many of youknow, ACOPS' Washington Conference on this topic owed its success to the imaginativeway in which bridges are beginning to be built between the legisiative and executivebranches of nations, between countries of the northemn and southem hemispheres, andamongst a broad spectrum of Govemnment departments. This bridge building, which ACOPSattempted to initiate in Washington, has now begun but will be a long haul.
As part of its practical programme, ACOPS ia trying to take the "Potomac Declaration" thenext logical further step by identifying the ways in which its proposais should beimplemented. This ambitious goal will require the constant support of legislators, as well asGovemnments, and 1 arn delighted that this Conference is co-sponsored by the GlobalLegisiators Organization for a Balanced Environment (GLOBE>.
We have begun by selecting two important geographical areas in which the evolution of sucha process can be monitored, namely the oceans and seas of the Russian Feder2tinnherýr- -k- 0-14: - - . . -



We also need the support of technical experts to evatuate the issues of economic, food a
environmental security in an objective manner. It is most encouraging that
ACOPSIGLOBE Stockholm Conference has succeeded in attracting the attention of so mý
top political leaders and leading experts, many of whom have joined the ACOPS pool
expertise: the three Advisory Boards.

1 look forward to participating in the most challenging task ACOPS has ever undertak



Message from Nelson Mandela
President of the Republic of South Africa

It is a pleasure to convey my greetings to you ail on this occasion.
Since your last Conference, our country has made important strides in the area ofenvironmental resources management. We have actopted the first democratic nationalpolicies in this area. These include the Environmental Management regarding the SeaFisheries, and the lntegrated Pollution Control and Waste Management polîcies.
We have promulgated South Africa's furst Environmental Impact Assessment regulatîons andiguidelines, thereby pinning our colours to the mast of environmentally sustainabledevelopment for our country. We have also launched a nation-wide consultative prooess todevelop policy on lntegrated Coastal Management. In addition, we have opened a new Seaand Weather observation station in the Cape. These developments signify the importanceSouth Africa attaches to the concept of sustainable development.
As you assemble in Stockholm to consider the weighty issues of development challenges inthe third millennium, enhanced ocean security will, indeed, prove to be one of the mostimportant challenges to sustamnable development.

About 1.8 million South Afrîcans live around the coast and are dependent on marineresources for their livelihood. The marine environment forms part of our food security,economic security, and communication, trade and transport medium. Protection of the seas,and the environment is for us of utmost importance.

On behaîf of the people and govemment of South Africa, 1 wish to express our appreciationthat ACOPS has chosen Cape Town as the venue for the next conference in December.
May 1 also take this opportunity to thank ACOP$ for honouring our country by electing ourDeputy Minister for Environmentaî Affairs and Tounism to the position of Vice-President ofACOPS~ 1 ;;m rnnfiwlant fk-f 1- .'il -



Message from France Albert René
President of the Republic of the Seychelles

It is a great pleasure to convey my best wishes to the organisers and participants of
1998 ACQPSIGLOBE Conference: Towards Enhanced Ocean Secunty into the Tt

zones.



Message from AI Gore
Vice-President of the United States of Amnerca

Dear Friends,

I arn pleased to send my greetings to everyone participating in the Advisory Committee onthe Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) Conference "Towards Enhanced Ocean Security into, theThird Millennium". While I regret that 1 cannot attend this Conference in person, I wish toexpress my best wishes for a successful and productive event.

Protecting our oceans and marine sources from pollutants and other threats is a goal that ainations must share, 1 arn pleased that ACOPS recognises the need to discuss a solution tothese problems. The President and I consider the health and viability of our marineresources a top priority, and you can be assureci that this Administration will continue tosupport the protection and maintenance of the diversity and high productivity of oceansthroughout the worid.

Again, please accept my best wishes for a productive event. 1 wish everyone continuedsuccess in the future.



Message from Gennadil Nikolaevich Seleznev
President of the State Duma of the Russian Federation

AlIow me to greet ail who have gathereci in Stockholm for the ACOPS/GLOBE Confe<
and to wish you success in achieving the laudable aims of this Conference. Our planet c
very welI be called Ocean rather than Earth, since the ocean covers more than two thir(
its surface. This is why ocean security is so central to the future security of ail earth dweI

Russia welcomes and actively supports the "International Year of the Ooean" initiatiN
1998. It is in the oceans that the major questions of economic, ecologicai and mi
security decide themselves.

The State Duma of the Russian Federation, through its representatives, takes part jr

iction



Message from Newt Gingrich
Speaker of the House of Representatives, United States of America

1 would like to take this opportunity to express my sinoere appreciation for the work that themany participants in the AÇOPS/GLOBE Stockholm Conference on Oceans and Securityhave done to further the cause of the world's oceans and their rote in economic andenvironmental well-being. The oceans of the world are indeed one of our greatest, but leastunderstood resources.

As 1 commenteci at the May 1997 Conference in Washington, OC, we know remarkably littleabout our vast oceans, and we must commit ourselves to fully understanding the role ouroceans play in the global environment. At the Oceans and Security Conference, 1 challengedthe oceans' comrnunity to consider undertaking three initiatives, and 1 present this samechallenge to you, the participants in the Conferenoe "Towards Enhanced Ocean Security into,the Third Millennium".

First, 1 challenge you to develop a global data base about the oceans, with the ultimate goalof developing a virtual ocean model. A project of this sort could last many years, but theresuits, if successful, would be an order of magnitude increase in our knowledge of theoceans.

Secondly, 1 oeil on you to work towards the development of an International Biodiversity Year(IBY), pattemned on the International Geophysical Year. A more comprehensiveunderstanding of the complex nature of the Earth's biosphere is essential to rational andeffective environmenta -onservation.

And f'unally, 1 caîl on ail of our countries to perform cost-beneflt analyses of our activities inthe environmentaî sector. This will permit us to maximise the retum from our environmental



Message from Maria Soares
Chairman of the Independent World Commission on the Oceans

1 would like to thank you for this opportunity of addressing the ACOPSIGLOBE Conferer
introcluce the Independent World Commission on the Oceans and share with you sc
ideas on the questions related to our oceans, which are a significant part of the challen'
that confront our society at the turn of the century.

Indeed, it is essential that in the 21St century, we establish a new relationship betw'
humanity and the environment, taking into account the responsibilities we have towa
future generations.

The Independent World Commission on the Oceans, over which I preside, is a part of a I
line of independent commissions dedicated to the struggle for the equality and dignitý
people and for the right to economic development within the framework of a soc
concemned with the weII-being of future generations.

One of the primary objectives of the Commission is to impress upon public opinion
importance of preserving the oceans, their rational management, and peaceful uses. Thi
resoonsible should be mobilised, in their respective fields, to adopt a new vision of

ve are in



A. STATEMENTS AT THE OPENING 0F THE CONFERENCE

Opening Address by Mrs. Birgitta Dahl
The Speaker of the Swedish Parliament

Mr Chairman, Mr. President, Distnguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is indeed a very constructive idea to convene the GLOBEIACOPS Conference onEnhanced Ocean Security here in Stockholm aIready at this early date of 1998. This wMlhopefully make it possible to develop concrete proposais for policies and action:
" for the International Year of the Oceans;
" for the Lisbon Conference on "Oceans and Society on the Threshold of the ThirdMillennium";
* for the 1998 session of the General Assembly of the United Nations; and* for the 1999 session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development, theCSD, which wilI concentrate on the issue of water.
1 have Iooked through the impressive list of participants and 1 can oniy congratulate theorganisers to having attracted such a number of people in key positions for our commonefforts to secure sustainable development in connection with our oceans.
1 have also looked through the background material for the conference. My personalreaction was an extrernely positive one - not least in the light of the fact that the prioritiesthat were outlined there to a very large extent were almost identical with those that weremade by the United Nations High Level Advisory Board, which I had the privilege to chair.
The more we stand on common ground when we evaluate the situation of sustainablecieveîopment and the steps we ought to take, the better are our prospects for success. Thebetter are our prospects to convince other crucial actors that further action 1$ needed and

Board were



has to a certain extent been characterised by forbearance and everi resignation. 1 can ý

why - and 1 agree that the resuits were disappointing in comparison to our high hop
which, in turn, were based on the realisation of the need for swift action. Our hopes w,

that these high-Ievel meetings would serve as the point of entry into genuine concer
action.

The most discomforting feature of the outcome is that the climate change conference did
rally around the Precautionary Principle. It is indeed worrying that the problem of gre
house gasses, the warming of the earth, the rising of the sea level etc, etc, in this way ni

be considered as an exception from a common commitment, which we made aiready in R

in Principle 15 of the Agenda we did commit ourselves to, apply the precautionary approac

On the other hand, we must not iead ourselves into despair. 1 think, that, after ail, the
important environmental meetings of last year actually can form a basis for further actioi
the important field of sustainable development and we should be strong enough to pur!
this line in practical actions using ail possible instruments.

Mi if in rrriar tn mttnain ni ir nn;;Is we will have to ensure that we ail pull in the same direct



Therefore, from the Swedish point of view, the environmentai condition Of the Baltic Sea andthe North Atlantic is dependent on flot only the national Swedish Agenda 21. It iscompiemented by local ones (and every Swedish local authority had elaborated its ownAgenda 21), but also the Agenda 21 Programme of Work in the Baitic region.
We need a more active role for the civil society.

True! Individuals wili have to make momentarily inconvenient decisions Of changing theirhabits and life styles. This is the very basis for democratic decisions with bearing onenvirofiment. But that also means that people have to be sufficientiy weli educated andinfermed. Of course, govemnments carry a great responsibiiity for this kind of empewerment.But i wouid aise like te point at one striking feature of how Swedish envirofimentai opinion isformed.

Since the consciousness of environmentai factors has te be integrated in ail aspects of ourlives, it was obviousiy important te include this concept in the education at ail leveis.Environmentai knowledge has thus become an integrated part of the curriculum cf ailSwedish schoois and universîties.

But in the long-term perspective, the most important level is probabiy the iowest one:
Ali over this country enlightened nursery - and primary - school teachers are stressing theimportance of everyday environmentaî consciousness and are making it natural te theirpupiis te ecenomise with scarce resources and te dispose wisely of objects which areharmful to nature, for instance used batteries.

The kids understand that responsibie conduct today is necessary for their own well-being inthe future. Thus they have developed iong-term sustainabie habits of their own. But theyare aise apt to go home and make their parents behavA thtu --n uîu!Tki. ,

like to



They - like defence communities in other parts of the world - should aiso direct their atter
towards the future and put their special scientific and technological capabilities to
disposai of those civilian political and administrative bodies which are actively involve
secuning the sustainable development in the management of our oceans. Another signifi
contribution could be in the field of monitoring environmental aspects of the oceans.

In this respect 1 am thinking of not only national organs, but also international ones like
instance, the Barents Regional Cooperation, the Baltic Sea States Council, the A
Council and the Standing Commîttee of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region, the N(
Council and the Nordic Council of Ministers and their respective opposite numbers or
other side of the Baltic Sea: the Baltic Assembly and the Baltic Council.

Here, like in ail other fields, sustainable development is dependent upon joint action

constructive cooperation.

%AiitI, thii in milri~ 1 wntuld like to wish vou areat success in vour important work to n



Statement by Mr. Robin Teverson
Member of the European Parliament and Member of the GLOBE International
Workf ng Group on Oceans

On behaif of Globe UK can 1 welcome you. 1 arn delighted to be here, and to be one of thoseopening our conference. This meeting here in Stockholm may flot have the profile of Kyoto;the Potomac Declaration may flot have had the same exposure as, say. the MontrealProtocol did 10 years ago. But make no mistake, the subjects we are discussing over thenext few days are just as vital. 1 want to remind you for a few minutes of just why that is. Firstof ail let me relate one or two facts:

" over 99% of living space on earth is in the ocean;
" nearly three quarters of the planet is covered by our seas and ooeans;" up to one quarter of the world's marine catch is thrown back into the ooean dead ordying; and
" from a human habitation point of view, over one-third of the world's population liveswithin 50 kilometres of the coast.

To quote the Brundtland report, published some il years ago now, "In the Earth's wheel oflife, the oceans provide the balance".

So our oceans are at the heart of both our planet's and mankind's health. And yet, it is stilIthe part of our world most taken for granted. However, because of their vast nature, anddespite our abuse, it is flot too late to act. And it is that thought "it's not yet too late" thatplaces a special responsibility on us gathered here in Stockholm at the beginning of theUnited Nations Year of the Ocean.

Let me tell you the reason that 1 became devoted to the cause of our Oceans. My electorslive on a peninsula in the South West of the United Kingdom. They have a flshing industry.1Likp in, Qm rn n% -,- -:, -- :-1 -

can



The fisheries crisis is globally recognised. 60% of the 200 most commercially fished spel
are at their limit. Yet globally we spend tens of billions of dollars each year subsidising o-
fishing. The European Union alone has a 1998 planned budget of some quarter of a bul
dollars for the subsidy of international fisheries agreements. Across ail nations the sur
massive, leading to over capacity and the potential destruction of not only our own fisher
but those of the develooinci world as well.

thle abuse ol our oceans, anai marniain ineir
ministerial seament of this conference. We t
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Now, it can be argued that the
considerably worse, is that human

nowledge of the



Statement by Dr. Maria Soares
Chairman of the Independent World Commission on the Oceans and formerPresident of Portugal

Madame Speaker, Mr. President of ACOPS, Ladies and Gentlemen
1 would like to express my gratitude for the invitation to address this Conference, made onbehalf of ACOPS by my old and admired friend Prime Minister James Callaghan. I amparticularly pleased and honoured, as Chaîrman of the Independent World Commission onthe Oceans, to be able to participate in this important conference on the oceans, held in theprestigious Swedish Hiouse of Parliament, organised jointly by ACOPS and Globe, bothleading voices in this subject. It is heartening to see here s0 many world renowned expertsin the scientiflc, technical, legal and political fields.

As you well know, there is a large number of organisations, both govemmental and non-govemmental, concemned with specific aspects of the oceans, such as the Law of the Seaand settlement of disputes, environment, scientific research and training, fisheries, maritimetransport and tourism. However, no one organisation or body, with the partial exception ofthe United Nations General Assembly, has attempted to look in an integrated way at thecomplex, multifaoeted problems of the oceans. Policy makers, economic agents and thepublic at large remain either ill-informed or indifferent to the vital importance of the world'soceans for the future of economic and social development and human welfare, besides theirimnrirt.qnt mnie irn th-1 -1 &.---

Independent



The Commission is committed to promoting the effective implementation of the Ur
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea - the most comprehensive and sensible legal
instîtutional framework for the oceans ever devised and ratified by more than 130 stateý
takes into account the respective rotes of the General Assembly, the specialised agern
the Commission on Sustainable Development, regional organisations and nati
Governments. It takes as its point of departure the need to fulfil the goals and objectives
out by the Rio Earth Summit, especially as embodied in Agenda 21, chapter 17, whic
directed at policy for the oceans, and takes into account the outcome of the ninete
special session of the General Assembly.

The main task of the Commission is to deliver a clear and strong message, expressive o'
underlying philosophy of its Members, to the generat public and to the organisations
govemments responsible for the future of the oceans. The Commission does not inter
override already existent organisations. It recognised their merit and the highly pos
contributions they have been able to make, workîng within their particular constra
towards the preservation of the oceans and national use of thein resounces.

Thm fnmmiuzqnn hpipvo- hrnwpv-r- that an innovative aoonoach is needed. The exi!



Statement by Congressman Curt Weldon
Chairman, Sub-Commnittee of Research and Development of the Committee onNational Security, House of Representatives, Congress of the USA, ACOPS' Vie-President, andi Chairman of the GLOBE International Working Group on Oceans
it gives me great pleasure to join everyone here in Stockholm for the ACOPS/GLOBEConference 1 wouid like to thank the Govemnment of Sweden for welcoming us ail to yourcountry. In particular, 1 thank Prime Minister Goran Persson and Speaker Birgitta Dahi foryour graclous hospitality. And of course, as always, 1 want to thank Lord Callaghan, PerWramner, Viktor Sebek and the staff of both ACOPS and GLOBE for putting together yetanother productive event.

As ail of you know, we gather here this weekend to take concrete steps toward implementingthe Potomac Deciaration. There is much work that needs to be done and 1 look forward toworking with you to implement a strategic plan to further pursue Dur mutuai goal of protectingthe wortd's marine environment.

As the US Vice-President for ACOPS, 1 would first like to thank ail of you who participatedand made the recent ACOPS' Conference on Oceans and Security in the United States ahuge success. Working together, we not only produoed an historic document, the PotomacDeciaration, which serves as a blueprint for sustainable use of our ocean resources into thenext millennium, but we aiso raised the level of awareness of the marine environment in theUnited States to an ail time hîgh. In part due to the high visibility which the ACOPS'Conference received, 1 want to share with you some astounding resuits of a recent poilwhich highiight Amenican views toward the state of our world's oceans.
This particular poil was conducted by the Meilman Group for SeaWeb, a non-partisan,educational project of the Pew Charitable Trusts. When asked, eighty-five percent of thosepoiled agree that the destruction of the oceans represents a threat to overail ouailtv nf lifA



summarized in the Troubled Waters: A Call for Action statement? By taking concrete
to implement the principles of the Potomac Declaration.

As we enter the International Year
share with you some of the US ir
Potomac Declaration and address
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The work conducted by both of these agencies is vital and should be considered over thenext few days as we develop concrete proposais to further the Potomac Deciaration. inaddition to NOAA and USGS, a whoie hast of other governmental agencies are contributingta US oceanographic efforts, including the Environrnental Protection Agency, the NationalAcaderny of Sciences, NASA, and the Department of Navy.

As the Chairman of the Subcomrnittee on Research and Development of the House NationalSecurity Cormîittee, 1 arn sure it cornes as no great surprise to anyone here that I hold aparticular interest in the oceanographic work of the US defense and intelligencecommunities. For far too long, many Washington "insiders" have portrayed Members ofCongress who support defense causes as anti-environmentai and vice versa. I arn here totell you that times are changing. 1 arn a strong proponent of the US miiitary and also believewe should promote a philosophy of responsible environmentaî stewardship.

ln drafting the Potomac Declaration, we ail agreed that the need to focus and prioritizeregional, national, and global efforts in scientific research was imperative. Much has beendone in the US during 1ý97 to ensure that we better coordinates our oceanographucresearch efforts to ensure that we get the best bang for our buck.

Under the leadership of the Secretary of Navy, John Dalton, and the Administrator of NOAA,James Baker, we have sean the National Oceanographic Partnership Program <NOPP),which 1 introduced in 1996, prosper in its first full year of implementation. The NOPP hasresulted in the creation of 11 unique partnerships bringing together representatives fromacademia, private institutions, industry, and the faderaI govemmant to address a widevarlety of oceanographic issues aIl of which ultimately impact the future of our nationalsecurity, the advancemant of our economic developmant, and the protection of ourenvironment. 1 arn also happy to report that Congress increased fundîng for the NOPP thispast year.

As many of you know, I worked closely with Admirai James Watkins, President of theConsortium for Oceans Research and Education <CORE), in drafting the NOPP. AdmiraiWatkins formarly served as tha Secretary of the US Departrnent of Energy as well as theChiaf of Naval Operations. In recant rnonths, 1 have ciiscussed at iength with AdmiraiVV!fLfrc,$ ~ ~ .. u... fK .- .-



The Potomac Declaration also olils for concerted national and international action ir
area of environmental education. There are many innovative programs currently unde
within the US government to achieve this goal.

For example, a key program initiated by the Clinton Administration is Global Learning
Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE). GLOBE is comprised of students
over 4,000 schools representing 60 countries. GLOBE students collect environmental
and make a core set of observations then report their data via the Intemet. Scientist fro
over the world use the data in their research and provide feedback to the students to e
their science education. Vice President AI Gore is the champion of the GLOBE prog
On Capitol Hill, 1 have consistently fought to ensure Congress continues to fund this prou
despite the fact that some of my more conservative colleagues have tried to eliminati
program in a nearsighted attempt to save federal dollars.

In addition to the GLOBE program, funds from the National Oceanographic Partne
Program are being used to support educational training for both elementary and high s(

--- n f ha I irnitpri r~t;itp- tn further oromote environrnentai education in the fie



B. STATEMENTS AT THE MINISTERIAL SEGMENT

Opening Statemnents

Address by Mr. Goran Persson
Prime Minister of Sweden

Ladies arnd gentlemen,

It is a great honour for Sweden and the Swedish Government that ACOPS has chosen toarrange its important conference here is Stockholm. 1 arn glad aiso to have the opportunityto speak to such a distinguished audience.

1 arn pleased to have the North, the South, the East and the West represented in theconference and 1 note the wide political support of the concept of oceans security as waswitnessed in messages to the conference. 1 understand that the seminars and discussionsheld over the weekend were a great success. That is important. The prudent, far-sightedmanagement of the oceans and coastai waters is one of the greatest challenges facingmankind.

Two-thirds of Planet Earth consist of sea.
Life was bomn in the sea billions of years ago.
Without the sea we would not exist.

The oceans regulate the climate and the weather, they water our forests and fields. Thegreen algae in the oceans produce 70 per cent of the oxygen we breathe, the oceansproduce proteins we need for survival and they are crucial for the existence of hundreds ofthousands of animal and plant species. Haîf of the world's population lives today in a 100kilometre-wide zone along the world's coasts.

And stili - mankind is threatening the environment of oceans more than ever.
And the pressure is increasing at an alarming pace. Marine environments are belngdestroyed. Stocks of fish are being depleted. Plants and animais are disappearing - in boththe northemn and southem hemispheres. This in tum causes more poverty, disease andsocial misery. In the long-term it could well leaci to social inequallty and political tensions,nerhans, Pvoe vinanre



With a growing world population the sea will have to be utilised intensively in order to ri
the needs of mankind. It wilI take wisdom and political responsibility. More so than ha.«
far been the case.

Toxic emissions, overfishing, the Ioss of biodiversity, oil spitîs - the problems of our oc
make grim reading. But that must flot leave us hopeless. To a large extent we have
technology. WVe have the new resource-efficient eco-based technology.

We also see signs of burgeoning popular commitment: methods that strengthen and devi
the complex diversity, eco-cycles and capacity of the earth's ecological system has tc
developed and used.

There is a need for a common global and regional strategy.

We need global research and assessment.

1 therefore welcome ACOPS proposai for University Courses in marine policy and 1 note
Kalmar University is willing to play a role in this context. 1 also welcome the initiative

ýccmcant nf thp wuntpr Rnfl 1 ;m nroud of that the old Baltic Citv of Kalmar wiIl

of the



This broad approach is also the linchpin Of the work of the special Advisory Councl for BalticSea Cooperation that we have initiated in Sweden. One billion Swedish kronor is beingspent on student exchanges, training in democracy, support programmes for smalenterprises, IT projects, district heating plants, sewage treatment and Agenda 21 processes.The concept is simple but effective: common ecological and economic sustainabilitygenerates jobs, prosperity, social cohesion, peace and stability.
This is the result of a determined and intense work. In 1990 my predecessor and his Polishcolleague took the initiative for the so-called Baltic Ses Declaration. It was a jointprogramme of concrete measures to clean Up emissions from about 130 hot spots in thearea.

The Summit in Visby on Gotland in 1996 charges me with the task of coordinating anAgenda 21 process in the region. The countries on the Baltic rim are now working togetherwithin seven sectors of society to prepare a stningent programme of action. Each country isresponsible for prepaning one or two matters. Finland and Lithuania on matters relating toforestry, Russia and Sweden on industry, while Germany and Latvia concentrate on thetransport sector. And so on.

In each sector, common objectives are set up, along with a programme of practical actionindicating time frames, finances and the actars responsible. In June this Baltic Agenda 21 isdue ta be approved by aur Foreign Ministers and wlll later be presented to the Heads ofState and Govemment.

This work on Baltic Ses matters is one of the most stimulating tasks 1 have as PrimeMinister. We have had two summits with the Heads of States from ail the nations araund theBaltic Sea.

Take a moment ta think of what these meetings represent in histary. Think for a secondabout what these meetings mean for democracy, for peace and for prosperity - in the word'swidest sense.

A democratically elected Russian Head of State work in close coaperatian with aBundeschancehîor that heads a united Germany. And both parts sit clown and are ready tatake action for a better future tagether with freely elected Heads of the Baltic States andPoland-



Mr John Prescott
Deputy Prime Minister andt Secretary of State for Transport, Environment and the
Regions, United Kingdom

Thank you for the opportunity to address this important conference.

My commitment to protecting the seas cornes from personal experience. Before 1 went
polities, 1 eamned my living at sea - sailing on great ocean liners around the world. 1
qualified as a diver in the North Sea and Mediterranean, though 1 did flot fully appre(
what a living ocean meant until I dived off the Great Barnier Reef in Australia. w
contrasted vividly with diving in the Mediterranean, where ail 1 saw was a plastic cup ani
empty coke can!

In Parliament, 1 represent Hull, once a major fishing port and stili closely iinked to the se,
its sea trade.

It is this - mv close involvement with the sea - that convinces me of the importanc



ignore the rules and pollute the seas.

Port states have had to take up the challenge. In Europe, we have a memorandumn ofunderstanding on port state control. Under the UK Presidency, we intend to toughen theprocedures.

The second threat is from dumping waste at sea. Since 1972, the London Convention hasregulated this world-wide.

In 1983, as a Member of Parliament 1 campaigned to stop dumping of radioactive waste -1swam down the River Thames to deliver a protest to 10 Downing Street, because the UKGovemnment under Mrs. Thatcher was refusing to prevent it. 1 arn very pleased to say thatone of my first actions as the new Secretary of State for the Environment in a new LabourGovemnment Iast year was to drop the opt-out on this dumping.

So we do have sound legisiation on dumping. But agaîn, we need to encourage more states
to apply it.

Discharges and emissions from the land are the third threat - making Up 70%/ of marine
pollution.

1 arn weil aware of the concern of OSPAR members about radioactive discharges fromSellafield and Dourmreay. Our Environment Agency is proposing new tougher controls andwe are reporting back to OSPAR on this.

More generally, action on land-based pollution at 'regional level is a priority'. But we need aglobal framework. The Global Programme agreed in Washington in 1995 gives us thatframework. We need to put flesh on that framework. Some states need help to prepareplans. We need to get international agencies to give proper priority to this work. And weneed to ensure a follow-up. No programme just happens: we need continuing work.

We also need to deal globally with POPs - "persistent organic pollutants" - that spring fromthe use of chemicals in the tropics, which work their way to the Arctic and accumulate in



regions wiil see the need for sîmilar solutions.

The fifth threat is marine minerai exploitation.

WVe have created new offshore oit and gas industries. As the world deveiops, pressurE
exploit marine minerai reserves wiit become even stronger.

Sadly, we have not yet resoived the problems.

For the areas beyond national jurisdiction, the International Seabed Authority must devel

robust system to reconcile access to these resources with effective protection.

For areas within national jurisdiction, we need effective local solutions. There is
agreement among experts on what shouid be done. We need to take action on
agreement.

That must include how to, withdraw in a responsibie way when exploitation is compiete
cannot view the seabed as a vast and easy dumping ground. i very much welcomE

announcement made by Sheil last week that they have proposed a land-based option fa
disposai of the Brent Spar.

,rence ca



Conclusion

We are ail committed to safeguarding the world's biodiversîty. Seven-tenths of the planet issea. That is the scale of the task we face in tackling these seven threats to the seas.
To get a full solution to protecting the richness of marine life, we have to work hard on aIlthese fronts. What we need to take home from Stockholm today is the commitment to carrythrough ail this work.

Nothing less wiil do to protect the seas.



Openîng Statement by HRH Prof. Dr. Princess Chulabhorn Mahidol of Thailani

Mr Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 arn pleased to have an oppartunity to address this landmark conference. Among &tt

things, this canference marks the beginning of "The Year of the Oceans". Stockholm is ai

a perfect city for us ta meet for this special occasion. Not only is Sweden located on 1

shores of the Baltic Sea. From the beginning, Sweden has been at the forefront in aur qui
ta clean Up our planet. In aur fight agaînst environmental degradatian, we have traveli
together an a long and difficuit raad. But together, our hard wark has made a differen'
Yet, much more needs ta be darie. We have corne a long way but we stili have a long 'A

ta go. This conference serves ta emphasise aur firm determinatian ta strengthen the paliti
will ta end enviranmental degradatian in the oceans and in the warld at large.

Background papers for this conference have highlighted a paradax. On the one hand,

world's societies have demonstrateci clear awareness of the importance of sustaina

development. There appears ta be a consensus that environmental degradatian in

oceans and on land must be stopped. We have encouraged international and dome!

legisiation ta pratect aur planet Earth, includîng its oceans. And we have succeeded t<
substantial degree. As we look around, we find an increasing number of internatia
treaties, ranging fram those regulating the farests and desertificatian ta those relating ta
protection of the Ozone Layer as well as the oceans. The Climate Change Agreement
just been adopted in Kyoto and now awaits ratification. Yet, on the other hand, it is clear t
we continue ta allow the environment ta deteriorate. As a scientist, 1 see much evidence t
suggests that Homo Sapiens can self-destruct. And self destruct we will if w8 pracess V
unsustainable development. 1 have often asked myself the fotlowing questions: Why
rational human beings behave in this seemingly irrational manner? Why is there insuffici
political will ta translate aur awareness of the prablem inta concrete and sustained action?

The protection of the enviranment, including the ocean envlronment, is deflnitely on
international agenda. The question is where is it an the agenda. Do we see it as a higI'
priority? The answer is clearly no. At present, the protection of the environment la just~
yet high enough on the international agenda ta initiate concrete, comprehensive
sustalned action. We humans have done well in reacting ta immediate and obviaus cdl
We must do as well when we react ta danger which may flot be immediate and may no,
obvious, but is potentlally deadly, nevertheless. If we act now, we can prevent the W!
case scenaria from becoming a reality. Renewed emphasis must be placed on PUi
awareness, environmental education and true palitical will.

In many developing countries, poverty is a serlaus impedimTelit ta environmental progfl
We must taokle the problem at the root causes rather than just the symptoms. In rg
such as Asia, economlc pragress is belng achieved with large groups of the populo
destroying the oceans as well as the land. Last year~s forest fires serve as an xn
Desertificatiori now creeps iniand from the oceans, threatening ta join with deserts propi
vlew of large-scale coastal erosion. The massive destruction of mangrove forest
Bangladesh has now rendered the population in coastal areas aven more vuInerabIý
floods. Defôrestation and pollution, as wetl as cyanide and dynamite flshing are i
thoeatening to kili off the burgeoning tounist lndustiy whlch could otherwlse feed milllofl
people in developing countries. Moreover, a mixture of vacuum-cleanlng flshlng
subsidies in developed countries are threatening flsh stocks. Mercury and other poisons
destroylng aur maritime lives and possibly human lives if we sat the affected ef0
addition, blodlverslty has been threatened by numerous irresponsible activities. Indeed,
scientist, 1 explalned in my paper presented to the ACOP$' Manila conference in er



1996 that the destruction of biodiversity can deprive mankind of valuable cures to manyserious ilinesses.

This picture is flot rosy. Although flot immediate, apocalypse is a real possibility ifhumankjnd continues to pursue such a suicidai development. Short terrn gains have beenchosen at a tremendous future cost. We must put a stop to this. We must work togetherand prevent the worst case scenaria from taking place. It is flot too late, but time is runningout.

No society can remain secure if it allows its envirofiment to deteriorate. The protection of theenvirofiment must be viewed within the framework of securty enhancemnent. The narrowview of security, as containing only the military element, is clearly anachronistic. In today'sworld military strength alone will not make a society secure.
ACOFS has done much to emphasise mhe relationship between security and the protectionof the ocean envirofiment. Peopies from ail countries, ail sectors and ail levels must worktogether for the sake of our mutual security. 1 appeal to ail world leaders to encourage inter-sectoral cooperation at the global, inter-regional, regional, national and local levels. We areprivileged to have with us here today, leaders from ail sectors of the world's societies,including political leaders responsible for foreign affairs, defence, science and technology,transport, the environment and fisheries. Let us work hand in hand to strengthen further theinter-sectoral approach to environmental protection. Let us act now to prevent niewenvironniental crisis and to end present ones. A firm political will is indispensable. We mustflot allow environmental degradation to threaten our security, or to threaten our very survival.When AOOPS organised its East Asian Conference on the protection of the envirofiment inManila, 1 was impressed by President Ramos' firmn determination to promote debatesamongst his various cabinet ministers who would not normatly discuss environmental issues.This process must be continued.

No one can doubt the importance of economic progress for any society. But economicprogress must nc>t be at the expense of the environment. Development can be sustainedonly when the environment is protected. lndeed, the protection of mhe environment wiIlcçntribute rnuch to our long-terni development. This applies aven to the area of tourism. Aswe ail know, tourism generates much income for any society. In many unfortunateinstncs the tors nclustry has contrlbuted ta marine environmentaî degradation. Thishas tiarmed the societies in question and has harmed the tourism industry ltself. Thetourism' industry cantsurvive without an environnient mhat can attract domestic and foreigntourists. Discussions on ways and means to promote the sustainable development oftounism should therefore be welcomed and encouraged.
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CRIs specific objectives are as follows:

First, to promote and to conduct basic as well as applied research of national

international importance, in particular. those which will improve the people's quality of

This includes research on ways and mneans to protect the environmeflt, with a special fo

on the study of environmental toxicology and pollution controt.

Second, to act as the centre for educating and developing high calibre personnel in the 1

of science and technology, thus contributing to the much needed human resouf

developmneft. This includes academîc training and scientific exchange.

Third, to bring together local and foreign scientists to discuss and to solve emeri

problems, to promote scientific exchange and to act as a centre for international cooperal

This includes the convening of small scale meetings as well as large conferences.

example, the Princess Chulabhorn Science Congress senies have been organîsed every

5 years with over 1,000 participants from over 44 countries. ln 1992, the theme of

Congress was "Environment, Science and Technology: The Challenges of the

Century". In 1995, we focused on 'Mater and Development". ln 1999, to mark the -i

bîrthday of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, we look forward to holding the Prini

Chulabhomn Congress with the theme, "Chemicals: Effects on Environment and Health".

The Fourth objective of CRI is to identify, catalyse and mobilise resources for research

development ini science and technology.

In addition to these four main objectives and in order to help alleviate poverty, CRI

devoted much energy to improve the quality of life for villagers in rural Thailand.

includes a programme on the restoration and integrated development of flood affected

in southemn Thailand as well as a programme on reforestationi, community developmeflt

sustainable management 0f natural resources.

In 1988, the International Programme on Environment and Industrial Toxicology (IPEIT)

established. IPEIT's goal is to assist human resources development in developing cour

by providing education and training as wel as strengthoning research capablil

environmental toxicology and biotechnology under the International Centre for EnvironrTl

and Industrial Toxicology (ICEIT) whlch was created in 1990. In rcgionof the acti,

that CRI has undertaken, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) desigr

ICEIT as the "UNEP Centre 0f Excellence for Environmental and Industrial ToxicoloÇ
1990.

Mr Chairman,

In conclusion, 1 would like to emphasise that, in our global village, no society can effec

isolate itself from the rest of the worlcl. Environmental dgatinin one part of the
can hae ey. ena impacts elsewhere. It is therefore in Our common lnterest to prc

genune iterntionl coperaion amn hopeful mhat this conference in Stockholm wil e

us to send a clear msaeto the international communlty that there must be a fwfli

sustained political will to enhance ocean securlty as we move oad the third rnlllennit

Thank you very much.



Statement by Dr. Marlo Soares
Chairman of the Independent Worid Commission on the Oceans and formerPresident of Portugal

Mr. President of ACOPS and distinguished friend James Callaghan. Mr. Prime Minister ofSweden, lllustnious representatives of GLOBE, Ladies and Gentlemen
Allow me bo thank you, once again, for inviting me to, participate in this Conference "TowardsEnhanoed Ocean Security into the Third Millennium", and to congratulate the organisers -ACOPS and GLOBE - for the excellent work produced and the quality of the interventionsthat were made here. The analyses and ideas on question of Ocean secunity, put forwardduring this Conference, are extremely important and valid.
I noticed and would like to underline right now, the great convergence of ideas between thePotomac Declaration, the present work of the Stockholm Conference and the conclusionswe have been reaching in our Independent World Commission on the Oceans, along thesetwo years. Our report, as 1 had the opportunity of mentioning before, is being finalised andwili be approved during the forthcoming meeting in Rabat, sponsored by His Majesty KingHassan IL.

We should flot be surprised with this outcome because we ail started out with the sameconcemns and performed complementary analyses: the strong will to establish the neoessaryconditions for security and the peaceful uses of the Oceans; awareness of the need toprotect the environment in order to maintain the balance of marine ecosystems; thenecessity of managing both living and non-living resources in a rational manner, aiming atsustainable development; a more equitable and cooperative sharing, between developedand under-developed countries, of scientlfic knowledge and technologies for oceanexploration; the establishment of a system of Ocean govemance, considering the Ooeans asa whole, such as it was proposed by the Convention on the Law of the Sea.
1 was also very pleased to note that some of the participants in this Conference underlined agrowlng change of attitude, translated into a different approach for ocean affairs: thewlthdrawal frorn a traditional sectoral approach in order to face ocean affairs in a multi-disciplinary and integrated way.

Thisv of the Inclepencsent World Commission on the Oceans. As asion has studled, throughout our time together, the measures,(ork of the différent organisations andi agencies concemed wlthnined the international agreements and treaties and reached theimportant and valid work is embodied with excellent ideas andis needed, though, is the political wll of States and, therefore, ofis concemed, to implement their instruments on a global scale.

functions
effort and

the econorny,
PredOminantly
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democratic for most countries. Public opinion has an important role because it is the ni
agent for applying pressure on decision makers to implement the measures that are
needed. To be efficient, in a democracy, this is the only way.

The issues concerning the Oceans are of vital importance to the future and they must
approached globally just as so many other issues concerning us at the end of
millennium. We cannot remain passive, transferring to the next century the problems
have allowed to grow, by omission, and with such an enormous human and social disreg
for the future generations.

The Independent World Commission on the Oceans, acting within its mandate wantE
make a contribution to an increased awareness by the world public opinion, political decil
makers and economic agents, of the issues concemning Ocean managementi
govemnance, in an integrated and multi-disciplinary manner. The Report, publishec
different languages, will be publicly presented at the Lisbon meeting for the first time on
1" of September, during of EXPO'98, dedicated to the theme "The Oceans, an Heritage
the Future".

Expo 98 will take place in Portugal, during the International Year of the Oceans and
celebrations of the V centenary of the discovery of the maritime way to India by
Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama. With such events, Portugal wants to retum to
seas or better still, bo ocean affairs, which have so deeply marked our History, througl'
the centuries.

Apart for the Report to be presented to the United Nations General Assembly, later this)
and, we hope, widely debated, the Commission would like to prornote the establishrner
an Independent Forum, of a tripartite nature and made Up of personalities form govern
private enterprise connected to the sea, environmTental organisations and the civil socieý
a follow Up to its conclusions. This Forum would meet every two or three years to cons
ocean issues in depth - being totally independent from vested interE

A World Observatory for Ocean Affairs would also be established, as a functional struc
baseci on network arrangements, to provide support bo the Forum in the form of objec
periodlc synthesis of the state of Ocean affairs. The Portuguese Govemment is prepare
host such an institution.

I would like bo end my address by thankîig you ail for your excellent work and appealE
concerted action in support of the noble cause of the Ocean. For our owri survival, it hE
be botter preserveci and respected.



Statements at the Global Panel

Statemnent by Ms Annika Ahnberg
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, Sweden

Fishery is the socîo-economic sector with the biggest stake in the environmental, economjcand food securty of the worid's ooeans. The marine and coastal ecosystems, with their livingmarine resources, constitute the natural resource base of the world's fisheries.
The food security of tens of millions of small-scale subsistence and semi-subsistenoe fishersin the coastal areas of developing countries is threatened by thedegradation of the marineand coastal ecosystems, including the collapse of major fish stocks. This is one of the mostserious of ail the global food security concemns. Their economic security is at risk through theloss of jobs in fisheries and the prospects of migration to poverty in the big citiez, in manycases absolute poverty.

In the developed countries the degradation of the natural resource base 0f fisheniesconstitutes a threat to the economic security of the fisher population, that risk losing theiremployment. The situation in Canada, where 40 000 fishers lost their jobs with the collapseof the cod fisheries outside Newfoundland and 30 000 other fishers also have lost jobs arefragic cases in point.

There are growing conoemns in the f'ishing community arounci the worid about the ongoingand accelerating degradation of the marine environment which is causing senious threats tothe regeneration and reproduction of fish stocks. Vital habitats, such as spawning groundsand nursery areas of major flsl, stocks are degradecl by physical destruction and pollution.
Eutrophication may cause partlcularly serlous problems, including redced recruitment offlsh in nursery areas, mass mortality of fish and harmful algal bloom. The toxic algae maylead to mass mortallty of fish and to alteration and degradation of fish habitats. Organiccontaminants, inctuding a number of substances wlth hormone-like effects rnay impair theablilty 0f flsh to repro<duce. Persistent organic pollutants, with their highest concentration atthe top of the food chain, as well as other substances, and toxic alga. in shell-flsh, maycause serious health rlsks to people through fish consumrption.
From the fisherles side there is a strong interest that decisive action is taken to combat theseproblems. They are caused by activities of major soclo-econornlc sectors, including energy,transport, tourlsm, urban development and agriculture. Each sector must take its sectorresponsblity to avoid causing adverse affects on the miauine and coastal ecosystems. Theçoncorns for the marine envlronment must be intagrated into the relevant socio-eonmisectors, they must take their sector responsiblity for the rteto and enhancing of themarine aind coastai envionment.

Let mein thls cnetspeakin my capac>y of mitr of arclue nesv oki aein Sweden to combat the le.kge of nirgnadpopooscmonsfrom agricultureand ther.by eutrophication. It includes cieveomn fnwfrgtcnqe n

3nd 1995. A furthar exp.nio of these activties ia now under consideration. 1 amn prouci of:he contribution from the agiutrai sector, oriae ySeen noteitgae-nultiscoa efforts to build an Agenda 21 for the Baltic. In the European Union a directive)n the Drtcto f wAtAr frnm nifmn ie
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1 arn aware that sector integration of marine environrnent conoernis by the relevant soc
econornic sectors as only one step, even if it is a crucially important one, in the developmE
of action ta, protect and enhance the coastal and marine environrnent in the world.

Another important step is ta develop and, apply an integrated and holistic approach
management of coastal areas, in accordance with the commitments of Agenda 21
întegrated coastai area management. The activities of the relevant sectors rnust be bi

upon and cornpierniented. It is important ta involve ail stakeholders in these efforts, includi
the civil society and its organisations.

In order fully ta corne ta grips with the degradation of the marine and coastal ecosystems t
underlying root causes have ta be addressed.

Already today over 50 % of the world's population are living in coastal areas. Migration
these areas is taking place at an accelerating paoe, in particular in the developing countruý
Already Agenda 21 was forecasting that close ta 70 % of the world population would live
coastal areas by the year 2020. The pressure on the coastal and marine ecosystem, tt
already today is big, is going ta be enormous. The main reason for the huge migration if
coastal areas is poverty. In the developed countries a major root cause underlying 1
degradation of the marine environrnent is wasteful patterns of lifestyles, of production a
consuniption patterns.

World fisheries also contribute ta the degradation of the marine environrnent. Accordiflg
FAO, 70 % of the major world's fish stocks are fully exploited or overexploited. They
harvested outside Safe Biological Limits. Spawning stock sizes are below or close ta
minimum biologically acceptable level. In many cases fish stocks have collapsed.

Catches often include juvenile fish. Discards of fish are huge, according ta FAO over 30 '/
ail catches are discarded. Fishing gears are being used that damage major fîsh habite
Dynamite and poison fishing is stili being undertaken in many regions of the W"'
Overfisheries are altering the structure of the marine ecosystem in many parts of the woii
oceans.

The fisherles sector must take its responsiblity for the protection and enhancement Of 1
coastal and marine erilronment, just as other socio-economic sectors. It is very much inl
own self4interest.

1 would here and now like ta confirm my full commitment to take that sector responsilt
minister of fisheries in Sweden. In aur part of the worid decisive steps are being takefl
develop sustainable and responsible flshing.

At an Intermediate Ministerial Meeting on the integration of Fisherles and Envlronrfl0
Issues, held lest year at Bergen, a process was set in motion that wlll gradually
fundamentally transform the way politicians, planners, managers and sclentists, and
least the fishers, think andi act in fisheries management in the North Sea. A new paradi
for fisherles management was ushereci in. It is at the crast of the wave in the world in
efforts to develop sustainable fisherles.

It is based on the application of the precautionary approach to fisherles. Major guidelineS
that aprahwas developed already in 1995 at a meeting organised by Sweden, in cIU
cooperation with FAO, the s0 calieci Lysekil Guldelnes.

Among the concrete measures developed by the Bergen process, 1 would lilce to high,
some of the major ones.



Environmental objectives wiIl be integrated into fisheries policies. Long-term managementobjectives, inciuding cautious biological target and limit reference Points for major fishstocks, wîIl be defined in order to rebuild or maîntain the fish stocks within safe biologicallimîts. They wiIl be established with a sense of urgency. They will facilitate the setting ofprecautionary quotas for the fish stocks of the North Sea. Recovery plans will be adopted forthreatened stocks. Harvesting of depleted stocks will be suspended or reduced. Thecapacity of the fishing fleet and the level of flshing actîity wlI be reduoed to sustainableJevels in consistency with the available fish stocks.

New technical measurements wiIl resuit in better selectivity of the flshing gears and ensurerational exploitation patterns mainly in order to protect juvenile fish, to, minimise by-catchesand to protect habitats. Fishing gears and practices that are considered undesirable will berestricted, and when unacceptable they will be prohibited. Another important measure iszoning of fisheries, through the establishment and maintenance of permanent or temporaryciosed zones. Genetically modified fish will flot be released into the aquatic environment.More effective andi consistent enforcement sohemes wilJ be established, including împrovedmonitoring and control at sea and on-shore.

Another major achievement of the Bergen Conferenoe was the introduction of the ecosystemapproach for the integration of f'shenies and environmental management. That approach willbe further developed and applied in order to restore the characteristic structure andfunctioning, resilience and long-term productivity of the once so highly productive marine andcoastal ecosystem of the North Sea.

The critical ecosystem processes will be identified, protected and enhanoed, taking intoaccount in particular the interaction among different components of the food webs of theecosystem. The more our knowledge of the North Sea ecosystem wîll be developed, thestronger will be the basis for fisheries management. We will know better where, when, whatand how to flsh. In that way we may be able, in a longer-tern perspective, even to increasesustainable capture fisheries in the North Sea.
The ecosystem approach will also provide the basis for joint action by fisheries and themarine environment protection to provide for a chemical, physical and biological envirofimentin the marine ecosystems, that is consistent with a high level of protection of the criticalecosystem processes in the North Sea. From the marine envirofiment protection sidecommitments were made at the Bergen conferenoe to focus on habitat protection and otheractions of great importance for mhe fisheries sector. We have started a very importantprooess of cooperation between fisheries and marine and coastal envlronment protection. 1welcome mhat development. It should in my view be expanc$ed to other regional seas in theworId's oceans.

In the global context it is important to take steps to implemerit the UN Agreement onStracldling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Flsh Stocks. Governments should sp.ed uptheir action ta ratlfv thp Aripm.màmr nnA -+--f *
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Most of the existîng regional fisheries organisation is today only aclvisory. They have to
transformed to management units, responsible for the development of sustainable fisher

based on the precautionary antd the ecosystem approaches. They have to promote mari

and coastal ecosystem research. They have to run expensive control and enforceriR
operations. It is a tal order.

It has to be carried out in close interaction and collaboration with regional efforts to prot

and enhance the marine and coastal environmeflt. Let me conclude with thîs imperative: 0

through such a cooperation wiIl it be possible to ensure the erivironmental, economic E
food securîty of the world's oceans.
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Statemnent by Honourable David Anderson
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, Canada

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure ta be here today ta participate in this discussion about the security ofthe ocean enviranment, especially here in Stockholm.
Before 1 begin i want to acknowledge the incredible work done by sa, many people in samany cauntries over the last three days. And, if 1 may, 1 want ta recognise the work of twopeopie in the Canadian delegatian known by many here - they are Ambassadors Fraser andSimon.

I arn extremely proud that my country has these two people, working Sa hard and soeifectively on behalf of the envîronment and an behaîf of the Arctic -- two canoems ofparamount interest to this organisation.

You might remember that it was here in Stockholm, in 1972, that another Canadian leader,Maurioe Strong, chaired the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, whichhelped to crystailise international conoemn for the environment.

There were two major resuits of the conference:

" the establishment of the UN Environrnent Programme, which now funds and coordinatesmany studies conoemned with conservation; and," the London Convention which protects the marine environrnent from waste disposai atsea.

Preserving our ocean resources has long been a personal interest of mine. 1 arn fromVancouver Island, in British Columbia. Islanders are keenly aware of the sea, and i've beenconcemned about the weil-being of the oceans ail rny life.
Canadians have a long history of caring for the environrnent, possibly because it has piayedsuch an important role in our history. The first people in what is now Canada surviveci byadapting to the environrnent, which could et tirnes be bountiful and at other Urnes hersh. Astirne passed, and as Europeans made their home in Canada, the emphasis shifted - frornadapting to the environment to shaping it to human ends.
Today, the balance has shifted so far in the latter direction that we have to take specialmeasures to proteot the environment frorn the impact of hurnan activity.
This is true of the landi, the air, the rivers and streams, and particulariy of the oceans, whichhas always been a great source of wealth and sustenance for Canadians.
And now our oceans are in trouble. They suifer from the eifects of pollution. Some flshstocks have been pushed past their limits. Cutbecks wili be required now so that futuregenerations can inherit sustainable resources tomrnonow.
When 1 first becerne Canada's Minister of Pisheries andi Oceans, 1 seid my three prioritieswould be conservation, conservation and conservation. This hasn't changed, and it appliesto aIl asoects of on; :ni
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FIsh Stocks

It partîcularly applies to how we manage our fisheries. Our overriding objective is to ha
sustainable fisheries. By that 1 mean. a fishery that both conserves fish stocks and provid
a good living for people in the fishing industry.

To accomplish this, we are pursuing a strategy of inctustry restructuring combined
changes to fisheries policies and management practices, both domesticallya
internationally.

Domestically, we want to see fishermen become more involved in management plans
take more responsibility for their impact on the resource and the environment. And, becaL
wthout sound habitat there can be no fish and no fishery, we are workîng with our partni
to protect and restore fish habitat.

lntemationally, we continue to, advocate greater conservation and enforcement measures
international fisheries management organisations. Canada is a strong proponent of I
1995 United Nations Agreement on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stoc
and we encourage ail states to ratify it as soon as possible.

In the meantime Canada is promoting the application of its key principles, the precautiol
approach and enforcement in ail regional fisheries management organisations.

Pacile Salmon

On Canada's West Coast, we are particularly conoemned about our Pacific Salmon fishE
and we are doing something about it.

We invest approximately $90 million annually on programs related bo the conservation e
management of pacific salmon.

Over the last three years we have introduced precautionary management into ail our Brit
Columbia salmon fisheries. The concept of precautionary management is widely recogniE
as criticai bo sustainable use of vulnerable flsh resources.

The objective of precautionary management is that. when in doubt, managers err on the 5
of conservation, rather than exploitation. We aiso work hard bo rediuce overall harvest na
that address biodlverslty concems. We implement more effective controls on
interception fisheries and we are working towarcls more selective harvesting~ practices. Al
these techniques were applled bo the management of sensitive fisheries in Canadian wat
in 1997.

But 1 have to stress that sometimes, despite our best efforts bo improve habitat managenl
andto give fish the best chance to reproduce in their natural habitat, the fish do not CO
back.

Right now tis is the case for Atlantic Salmon on Canatia's Atlan~tic coast. Salmon are go
out bo sea, but very few are comîng back. 1 am extremely concemed about this. W. d<
have the answers. We are workitng vy J3ard finti the answers andi 1 hope very muchi
we can resolve the problem.

And back bo Paciflc Salmon, for just another moment: as many people know, Canada~~
the United States are in dispute aven how bo share our Paciflc Salmon rsu
Congressman Weidon, 1 know, is very aware of this.



This dispute, for the sake of fish and coastal cammunities in bath aur countries, needs ta beresolved, and resolved as soon as possible for this very simple reason: this organisation -ACOPS - ernbraoes the urgent need for global and coordinated approaches for protectingthe sea arnd its resources. We have littie, if no chance, of making this kind of progress if wefaîl, as has been the case with Pacific Salmon, to resolve the key bilateral issues.

There is no question that before you can take global action you must have local action andbilateral action - first. Our two countries have to accept our responsbility to work with eachother Sa that we can truly say that we are taking significant global action, together.

Oceans Act and Strategy

Conservation is also at the heart of our new Oceans Act. The Act formally asserts Canada'ssovereign rights over its maritime zones, including the 200-nautical mile Exclusive EconomicZone.

The Act also gives my department the lead raIe in oceans activities, which means that wewill be coordinating federal govemnment activity that affects the oceans. It also directs me,as Minister, to leaci the development and implementation of our national Ooeans Strategy.The Oceans Strategy wîll set the course for Canada's management of its ocean resourcesinto the next oentury. We want to replace aur current fragmented approach to oceanmanagement with a coordinated framework, one that can reconcile protecting the integrity ofocean ecosystems while optirnising their economic potential.
The uttimate goal is to ensure healthy, safe and prosperous oceans for the henefit of currentand future generations.

In order to help us reach that goal, the United Nations has declared 1998 as the International
Year of the Ocean.

International Year of the Ocean

Canada fully supports the International Year of the Ocean. This is an unprecedentedopportunity ta mouse people and govemments to take action ta protoot the oceans. Andamong the many actMvties we hiave planned ta mark the year is a high-level trade mission,known as OceansTec - promoting Canadian ocean industries and technotogy - that wiJl saitto Europe on the Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker Louis S. St-Laurent, the largest shlp inour civillan fleet.

The Louis wlt caIl in several ports including heme in Sweden, <3othenburg this summer,before arrivlng at Expo '98 in Uisbon. Two ciays ago I was in Gothenburg and 1 can tell thatpeople there are very excited about its arrivaI.

Oce;

Ocean
ýdto be
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And today, 1 have the honour to issue a challenge to ACOPS. I challenge this organisai
to follow the lead of Canada and join with us in signing the Oceans Charter.

With this Charter, we go a long way in achieving that goal. It is right in Une with the hol
and goals of this organisation. It allows people to read, think and sign on the dotted line
the beriefit of the sea. 1 hope that ACOPS wilI lend its substantial weight and influe,
behind this initiative.

Conclusion

Ladies and gentlemen, conservation must be the focus of ail of our activities, and we rT
continue to work together to ensure the sustainable use of our ocean resources. As
Minister responsible for Canada's oceans policy, 1 arn here to reaffirm my counit
commitment to doing what it takes to protect the world's oceans.

As 1 stated earlier, Canada fully supports the International Year of the Ocean.

This is our chance to inform, educate, and inspire our citizens - to make themn more a"A
of the importance of the ocean. We want to bring about support and to initiate the kind
programs neecied to protect the world's ocean. We won't have many more opportunities
this one.

We have some difficult decisions ahead, and some tough choices. But the one choice
must not make is to do nothîng. We in Canada look forward to working with you to make
Year of the Ocean the year the world tumned the corner toward a greener, more sustarli
future.

Thank you.



Statement by Mr. Johannes Nakken
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Fisheries, Norway

Mr Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to participate at this conference on the behaîf of the Governmentof Norway. With a 2000 kilometre coastlîne ranging from the Skagerrak to the Barents Sea,utilisation of marine resources has for centuries formed the basis for Norwegian settlementsalong the coast. Environmentally sound management of marine resources and pollutioncontrol has therefore hlgh priority in Norway.

Promoting ocean security requires a wide but integrated range of approaches. One reasonis the fact that approximately 90 per cent of the pollutants found in the oceans derive fromland-based sources. Another reason is the very integrated nature of resources andenvironment in regions such as the Baltic and Arctic Seas. Our challenge is therefore toapproach these regions as ecosystems that demand an integrated resource managementsystem at the local, national and regional level.

The fishenies sector is of great importance to Norway. Thus, prudent management of fishstocks is decisive in order to safeguard a sustainable future for the fishîng industry of ourcountry and of ail our partner countries. Maintaining and rebuilding stocks to leveis that cangive predictable arnd sustainable yields are primary objectives of the Norwegian fisheriespolicy. The main challenges are to effectively hait overfishing, ecosystem degradation andover-investment.

Norway will further draw the attention to the importance of transforming the principlesadopted in the Rio Declaration, and further developed in the UN agreement on straddlingstocks and the Code of Conduct for responsible fisheries, into practical sustainablemanagement of our living marine resources, outside as wel as inside the national EEZs.
Norway has, in, cooperation with the other Nordic countries, inltiated a process to developfurther the understanding of implementing an ecosystem approach to Our marinemanagement practices. Consiening the fact that the oceans consist of a large number ofdiffererit ecosystems, the management of our marine resources has to reflect this and basethe management regimes on regional agreements, being basecf on global principles buttaking due acutof the ecologicat as well as economic differences of the regions. 1 wouldlike to mention that a seminar on the ecosystem approach, wlth focus on the North Sea, willbe arranged in Norway in June this year.

offshore and onshore petroleum actMvtles and
concemn to the Arctlc envlronment on the local and
mns are necessary to target the development of
;ment, contlngency plnigoilspili response and
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procedures (EIA), safety management, environmental monitoring and operating practici
PAME is furthermore cieveloping a Regional Plan of Action for land based actîvities.

The Norwegian Govemment, as part of the activities of the Norwegian-Russian Forum
energy and environment, has sponsored a report on environmental legisiation and rules
offshore petroleum actîvities in Russian activities in Russian Arctic areas, containi
recommendations for the future development of Russian procedures. This report will
drawn upon in a reoently launched trilateral project for the development of an environmi
and safety regime for offshore petroleum activities to be developed by the Russ
Federation. The project is joinitly funded by Norway, the USA and the World Bank.

The environmental risks related to nuclear issues are also of particular concem. Theref(
the Norwegian Government launched in 1995 a Plan of Action for Nuctear Safety Issu
The geographical area covered by the Plan of Action comprises Eastern Europe and
former Soviet Union with a special focus on NorthWest Russia.

The Plan of Action focuses on cost effective safety improvements, environmental monitor
and assessment, actual clean-up activities and the strengthening of regulatary practioe. 1
are aimîng at building a broad international coalition of interested parties, in support
Russia's own priority prolects related to the sale removal of spent nudlear fuel CE
radioactive waste, particular from military sources.

Under the trilateral Arctic Military Environmental Cooperation (AMEC) between Russia,
and Norway, several projects in the area of radioactive waste management are be
discussed.

WAe have in particular been working closely with our Nordic neighbours, France,
European Commission and as mentioned, the USA. Sa far out strategy has bi
successf ut. However, both our bilateral and multilateral prçjects face delays because of I
unresolved issues in Russia: tax exemption and nuclear liability.

A Norwegian-Russian agreement on nuclear safety cooperation has been under negotial
for some Urne. We hope to finalise this agreement as soon as possible and then rn
ahead on agreed prçjects.

In addition ta the regional sources of pollution, the Arctic is threateneci by long rai
transportation of pollutants from a number of externat industrial and agricultural sourc
The most serious, gerieral threat seems ta be long range tranisportation of persistent orgi
pottutants and some heavy metals by air andi ocean currents ta the Arctlc from Eurasia î
the Americas.

Mr Chairman,

As bas beeri outllnecl in my intervention and durlng this conference, there are a gf
number of initiatives both ta exploit andi ta protect the Arctic marine environment. Ir, '
picture ACOPS bas an important raie ta play in advocatlng a policy of a sound, sustalfl
resource management as a basic strategy for ocean securty.

Norway's effort is directed both at strengthened maaeetsystems, partlcularly inl
environmental field, as well as regional cooperation on~ practical memedial action. %à



1 arn Iookîng forward to our discussion today and trust that the outcome will help tostrengthen sustainabie management of the marine resources of the Ooean in general, and ofthe Baitic Sea and the Arctic Seas.

1 thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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Statement by Professoir Mariano Gago
Minister of Science and Technoogy, Portugal

1 arn grateful for this opportunity to participate in this Conference and to establish a dir

contact with the Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) and the Glb

Legislators Organisation for a Balanced Environment (GLOBE), whose activities hc
deserved international prestige.

My comments take into. account the Coniference on Oceans andi Security, held

Washington DC, frorn 19 to- 21 May 1997, in which participateci the former vice-Pri
Minister and Minister of Defence of Portugal, Antonio Vitorino.

I would like to congratulate the choice of the subject "Action to Promote Ooean Secuit)

the Global Level". This is a topical issue in today's worid, considering everyot

responsibility in upholding the environment, food and economic security of the oceans, wil
special emphasis at the level of the regional implementation.

Within this context, it is, undoubtedly, relevant to remember the framework in which
ACOPS/GLOBE initiative is întegrated.

The new Oceans scheme progressively starts to gain its shape, under the dot

encouragement of the entrance into force (16 November 1994> of the United Nati

Convention on Law of the Sea - UNCLOS (recently ratified by Portugal). Modulated an(

some aspect, reinforced by the Declaration and Action Plan (Agenda 21 - Rio Earth Sumi

adopted at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio de Jani

1992> as welI as other relevant international legal instruments, namely the Conventior
Climate Changes and the Convention on Biodiversity.

The Oceans are finally gaining in the Agenda of the States and of the United Nations

importance they deserve at the threshold of the thîrd Millenniuîn. Within the framewof

the growing use of the marine world resources andi thie concurrent need for an integi

management of the Oceans and the Coastal Area, with the purpose of insuring the goa
sustainable developmerlt

In the irst place it is assumed that the new Law of the Sea will contribute to the paciflr,

0f the. Oceans hence to the development of all the States and of the. world commi,

through the equal and efficient use of its resources, bearing in mind the. interests anc
needs of l-umanity in general.

W., therefore, gladly take gooci note of the ACOPS andi GLOBE concemn in promoti'

reflection about the traditional security concept, with the purpose of extending it to C

components, such as environment, food and economy, and to a higiier security foi
socleties and for the Human Beings.

A far-reaching awareness process nvoMvng aIl the interested parties (govemments,
authoulties, non-govemmeuital organisation, economic groups, and the public opinlo
needed in order ta attain these goals. Calling their attention towards their value for Mal
andf the special features 0f manine world resources which are, for aIl due purposes, cora

resources; and in the case of the bottom of the. sea, beyond the areas under rial

soverelgnty, Manklnd'a Comman Heritage. In this respect, it la determinarit the ro

scientlflc knowledge in the. preservation of bath resources and the. marine warld.

However 1 see wlth sorne concemn that, although some references are made regardlP,
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raie played by science and technology in the acquisition of a better knowledge of theOceans, its properties and resources - namely for development and management purposes -it is a companent which is stili being marginally treated, being piaoed tao far from what isrequired in order ta achieve the national goals of the States regarding the Oceans, includingthe participation in international coaperation programmes,

Although attention was paid ta science in the Washington Conference, through arecommendation included in the Potomac Declaration, 1 believe it is necessary ta takeconcrete measures ta reinforce the national and regional capacities in the sea science andtechnology, with the purpose of ensuring the knowledge and the monitoring of thephenomena and the "health condition" of the Oceans.

I believe this vital area for an effective integration of the ocean in the develapment process,requires a growing international coaperation. It is only fair ta stress the action developed, inthis area, by the UNESCO lntergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (10C), through anintegrated action of its Member States, with the irivolvement of other intergovemmental andnon-govemnmental organisations, namely the "International Council of Scientific Unions".
It was within this perspective that the European Union (EU) tried ta complement lits commonpolicies and the objectives convergence in the political, economic, social and cultural areaswith actions specifically oriented towards the scientiflc and technological research of theOceans (Programme Marine Science and Technology MASI> and through the developmentof ailier collaboration structures, with a strict interaction with the activities develaped by theEuropean Science Foundation (ESF) ttirough the European Boards for Marine and PolarScience (EMaPS) and the EUREKA Programme.

Despite the progress achieved over the last years, Europe's recognised capacity in this field,is stilî being affected by a profound institutional and programme fragmentation which mustbe overcome through a more efficient dialogue between the organisations, programmes andinstitutions, within the scope of coaperation networks. Therefore, we believe that theestablishment of an European Oceans Agency is, currently, a goal for Europe.
This would also be a way of cantributing to the implementation of the UNCIDM, as well as theimplementation of the Agenda 21 objectives. It would also be a better way to meet theglobal challenges of Ocean security, as established in the Potomac Declaration.
As President of the EUREKA Initiative, I also recognîse the lnterest in reactivating the oceancomponent of this initiative, fostering synergies with the EU programmes, as weIl as with theEMaPS projects ESF. This effort represents an important step towarcfs a more lntegratedEuropean action on the domestic level and more competitive in the outide world.

Ddevoted to the Oceans and, inri sbon, there will be the last"The Oceans, a Heritage for the Future"m, cohiciding wlth the?ans Vasco da Gama!s sea voyage. EXPO '98 wll be used taInitiative ta a broad international public, namely through theof the EUREKA projeots related with the Oceans. The scientificOceans will be presented and visitors will be made aware of the
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ln the preamble of the Convention on the Law of the Sea we read that the oceanic:
problems are strictly interrelated and must be considered as a whole. This concept imp
the need of an integrated management of the Oceans and of the Coastal Areas which
traditional institutions continue to, approach Within sectorial mandates - fisheries, mercr
marine, environment, defence - clearly inadequate to deal with situations marked by
multiple and interactive uses of the Oceans.

Such institutions are marked by their predominafltty governmentat nature. This is clear
contradiction with the need of an intersectorial and interdisciplinary approach, open to ail
interested groups (productive sector, companies, and civil society) as laid down in the
Conference. Non-govemnmental organisations have a particular important rote to play, a
the case of ACOPS and as it was stressed by the work carried out by the Independent W
Commission for the Oceans (IWCQ), presided by Dr. Mario Soares.

Therefore, 1 would like to encourage ACOPS and other interested organisations to cons
this subject - the scientific and technological aspects of an integrated management of
Oceans at the threshold of the 3rd Millennium.

This could be a main topic for the next ACOPS-GLOBE Conference which, with CMIO
collaboration, 1 would be honoured to welcome in Portugal.



Statemnents at the Baltic and Arctic Panel

Statemnent by Ms. Anna Lindh
Minister for Environment, Sweden

Ladies and Gentlemen,

If you, in spite of the snow, dare to go outside during lunch and take a walk around thisbuilding, you see that it is located on a small island. This is where the lake Malaren meetsthe Baltic Sea, where the fresh water from the water systems of mid-Sweden flows into thearchipelago and into the Baltic Sea.

In the summer of 1972, the delegates of the Stockholm Conference on environrnentgathered in this building in order to discuss the state of the world envirofiment. When they atthat Urne walked around the island, the lake water was stili severely polluted. But the BaltîcSea was stif I relatively unaffected.

Toclay, the situation is reversed. This lake, as well as other lakes and rivers, has beencleaned. Outside this building, you can see people catching salmon and pikes for dinner.
The Baltic Sea, however, is flot well. Agricultural runoffs, air pollution from European trafficand stilI inadequate sewage water treatment mean that the BaItlc Sea lis now a heavilyeutrophied sea. It is in fact one of the worst poltuted seas in the world. 1 want to give youthree pictures from the Arctic-Baltic region;

Two years ago, I visited Greenland. The ice was white, the sun shone, the water wasintenseîy blue and black seals were cute. The picture was beautiful - but I was toîd that theseals were full of PCB. And that the polar bears in the Arctic are threatened of extinctiondue to PCB. The reason is obvious - chemicats used in other parts of the world areenriched in the Arctic.

Last year I vlsltad Gotland, a large island in the middle of the. Baltlc Sea. The peopleshowed me hunred of dead sea-birds. They totct me it is a big and growing problemn everywinter. The reason is ol spilis from ships. Qil spilîs that have increased dramatically theIatest years.

Last Monday, 1 visited tie West Coast of Sweden on a research vessel. The coast wasbeautiful, but my guide demonstr>ated to me what was below the surface of the water.Stinkinlg mud from dedbottoms, where no blological lfe could be deteoted. The reason iseutophcaion de t agicltualrunoffs, inadequate seaetetetand air pollution



That is why the Ministers of Environment around the Baltic Sea agreed in Saltsjobaden in

fait of 1996 to develop an Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea region. The Baltic 21 project.

This initiative was and stili is unique. It is the first time that a regional Agenda 21 prograrr
is to be developed. The basic idea is sector integration, with each sector being rni

responsible for its contribution to sustainable devetopmerit.

The seven most important sectors are transport, energy, agriculture, industry, fore!

tourism and fishery. The proposais are now being developed under broad participation fi
different groups.

My vision is that within one generatiori. 25 years, we shouid have a much cleaner BalticE
That means pregnant women will flot have to be wamned against eating fish. Which they

today. due to the high levels of PCB in salmon and herring. The Esbjerg agreement on t,

chemicals has been implemented. Levets of hazardous substances in the environmeflt
almost back to naturat tevels.

The POPs convention and other international negotiations on chemicals have b
sucoessful.

In 25 years - the days of eutrophicationl will be history. The total toad of nutients wiI

below the critical Ioad of the Baltic Sea. The Common Agricultural Policy of the Europ

Union has long ago been changed into reftecting naturat cycles and biodiversity.

Sustainabie transport wilI promote trade, cultural exchange and tourism around the 13

Sea - without causing environmental stress. Now oit companies have to clean fuels iris'

of fishing it, car manufacturera have to promote fuel efficiency, politicians have to inve

public transport. IMO has to give priority to environmental questions to pror
environmentel friendty sea transport.

To make the vision about a cleaner Battic Sea and Arctic region true, we have to work 0
the recommendatiofis pointed out by the working group whlch just made a report. 1 wP
like to underline in particular:

Ail sectors of society must take fuit responsibility for making their sectors consistent
sustainable development. Envlronmental concerna have to, be lntegrated into ail decis
meking et all levets.

There 1$ a need to safeguard open and transparent cooperation with broad P
participation. The Baltic 21 home page on the Internet la a good exempte.

For the long term protection of the environmenit and management of the naturel resourc
the Baltc Sea there must be estabIished an even clearer cooperatton between environ'
andi flshery organisations and institutions.

A particular probtem in the Balik Sea la the greet number of oil spitta I mentioned IDE
This probtem la urgent to solve, and at the Riga summit two weeks ego the Prime M1r)i

of the Baltc Sea region agreed to insa technotogy in the harbours that would do aWB)
oit aptilas.

From betng one of the rnost polluted seas in the woirtd, the Baltic Sea should devel
onie of the hatis.Demonstrating thet there isae way forward, thet sustil

devlopentmeans that recovery actueliy la possible.



That is why 1 welcome with ail my heart the decision by the GEF to fund the UNEP proposaifor the Global International Water Assessment. On behaif of my govemment, let me expressthe pride we take in havîng the city of Kalmar in southem Sweden being designated as theSeat of the core team of the assessment.

1 happen to believe that UNEPand GEF have made a wise decision to locate the core teamon the shore of the Baitc Sea. The Baltic Sea is a uniquely polluted Sea - but thecooperation around the Sea is unique as weIl. It is a laboratory of the future, pointing theway how to make sustairiable devetopment happen.

i started with the Stockholm conferenoe 1972, and the dirty water of Stockhotlm at that Urne.
Welcome back on 25 years from now, and 1 hope we wiii show you a cleaner Baltic Sea!



Statement by Ms Mary Simon
Ambassador for Circumpolar Affaîrs, Canada

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

Thank you. 1 very much welcome the opportunity to participate in this Panel
Implementing the Potomac Declaration: Action for the Baltic and Arctic Seas.

As Canada's Ambassador for Circumpolar Affairs, 1 arn involved in coordinating Cana
foreign policy for the circumpolar region, of which protection of the Arctic Seas is a pal
also have the pleasure of chairing the first 2 years of the Arctic Council, which is an jr
govemnmental organisation made up of 8 Arctic Nations wîth the participation
international indigenous organisations.

From the beginriing, the Arctic Council has recognised the close linkage between the qu
of the land and marine environment and the well-being of Arctic residents, espeC
indigenous peoples as was illustrated by Minister Lindh.

The Arctic Council has recognised that for northem peoples, toxic contamination of fish
marine and Iand-based mammals from pollutants is one of the most serious threats.

This problem, share by ail Arctic states, undermines the health and well-being of nortl
peoples, some of whom have high levels of contaminants in their bodies from eating tish
wildlife that are contaminated.

Another area of major concemn, as dlscussed yesterday, is pollution from nuclear wastes
military actMvties, and from mlning, shipping and oit and gas devetopment - these probi
being nowhere more evident than in the Russian North.

Addressing the detrimental impacts of arctic and non-arctic airbomne and land-bc
pollution on the Arctic marine environment, particularly in the coastal zone and near-s
areas, is a prlority for the Arctic Council.

The integration of the programmes of the Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy (AE
into the Council Iast June brought two key initiatives under the councll's umbrella which
a basis for addressing this priority.

The Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme (AMAP) is responsible for assessilý
envlronmental and human health effects of contaminants on the Arctic.

In its report on "Arctic Pollution Issues: A State of the Arctlc Envlronment Report", AI
highlighted the setlousness of the situation, leading Ministers to commit themev
increase efforts to limit and reduce emissions and prornote international oprtl
conitaminants.

The protection of the Arctlc Marine Environrnent (PAME> Programme, is developil
Regional Programme for the Protection of the Arctic Marine Envlronment, which la intei
to foster circumpolar agreement and cooperation on this important issue.

PAME has greatly beneflted from the ACOPS Russian Programme and we look forwa
continuina this imo)ortant collaboration.



This is the type of approach being developed by the Arctic Council under its SustainableDevelopment Programme, which MiI be presented to Ministers for approval at the firstMinisterial meeting in northern Canada in the faîl of this year.
It is consistent with the words of the Potomac Declaration, which states that "Sustainabledevelopment, including conservation of the marine environment, can actually increaseenvironmental, food and economic security (and therefore provide a foundation for politicalsecurity)y and that "poverty is a root cause of environmental problems".
Unemployment levels are high in mrany parts of the Arctic, especially among young people -a situation which, combined with the erosion of language and traditions, leads to high levels0f poverty and social unrest. Resolving this situation will entail tackling a wide variety ofissues, including trade and investment, transportation, communications, technology transfer,education, tourism, small business development and training, co-management of naturalresources, human health and so forth. It could include taking measures to support thenorthem fur industry, including seal produots. This industry is extremnely important to,northern peoples.

At another level, the Council will need to convey Arctic regionai concemns to bodies such asthe United Nations and the CSD in 1999, for those issues that are global in nature, such asairbomne toxins, nuclear waste and biodiversity conservation.
It also needs to form close linkages with other organisations, such as ACOPS, with similargoals and approaches. ACOPS has madie an application for observer status in the ArcticCouncîl. Once the miles andi procedures are in place, it will be revuewed by the memberstates.

In conclusion, 1 arn very pleased with and welcome the "Stockholm Strategy on OceanSecurity", which are directeci at Security in Arctic Seas. These will be of great interest to theArctic Council.

I arn particularly pleaseci that the Stockholm Action Strategy not only calîs for earlycompletion of the Regional Programme of Action but that a phase 2 should be developed.beginning in 1999. I lîke the idea of expanding the RPA into an "Agenda 21" Arctic SeaProgramme that integrates economic and environmental factors. This is the Arctic Councilapproach.

1 also fully support the neeci for networking arouni mhe Arctic. People communicating withpeople can break down geographic obstacles andi artificial bamrers to communications.Canada is supporting projects by indigenous people to improve networking.
Closely relateci ta fletworking is the proposai to improve public awareness, education andtraining about marine environment issues. The ACOPS proposais in mhis area are also vevyimportant.
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Statemnent by Mr. Pekka Haavisto
Minister for Environment, Finland

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

1 would first like to extend my gratitude to ACOPS and GLOBE for arranging this conferer
and to the Government of Sweden for lits very strong support for the arrangements.

Allow me also to compliment ACQPS on its endeavours and its achievements in gene
which are, 1 arn sure, unique for a non-govemnmerital organisation.

My country was flot represented at the ACOPS' Conference in Washington in May last y
when the Potomac Declaration was adopted by an impressive number of delegates, andi
impressive number of organisations.

However, we have certainly studied the Declaration with great interest, and we find it
valuable. ln many cases, the Declaration is a useful reminder of important principles
down in different international instruments. In other cases lit provides new dirnensic
perspectives and ideas.

Cooperation on marine environment has long traditions in Finland.

Even if the regional cooperation in the Baltic Sea and Arctic areas have been in the cor,
Finiand's international marine cooperation. 1 would like to emphasise the great importaflO
global responsiity of ail states in the issues of oceans and seas.

In the wider international field Finland has played an active role both in regional and glC
organisations.

In order to give you a more concrete picture of some new regional activities, let me met'
to you two examples.

The Seas of East Asia lis a very interesting area both in terms of politios and
environment. Finland lias participated actively in the work of marine experts on a Ma
Environmental Cooperation Programme in the Seas of Est Asia. The cooperatiol'
exchange of experience between the marine experts of the Baltic Sea and the Seas of E
Asia ia found very useful and lis leading to both bilateral and muttilateral cooperation.

Secondly, a very concrete example of a broader envlronmental responsblity was the El
Mediterranean Coriference on the Environment, which Finland tiosted in Helsinlki
November. The. Euro-Mediterranean Conference on the Environment adopted the Shr
Medium Terni Environental Action Programme for the. Mediterranean, the
environmental action programme for the Mediterranean. This programme lay down P<d'
criteria for the funancing of environmental prpjects by the Suropean Union. The. Decia
of the. Conference, and the SMAP, i particular, contribute to the sustainable developre
the. region. The. large and active participation of political leaders from both the EuroF
Union member states as well as from the partner countries convlnced me of the. faGt
there is a strong political will to achieve instrumental progress in the. Mediterranean.

s1ui contnOution to ine



The area surrounding the Baltic Sea has always been one of the top priority areas forFînland's international relations. The history of cooperation extends back to the Hanseaticcities. Stili today cultural, environment and economic exchange are important for thecollaboration in the area. In fact, environmental cooperation has, paved the way forcooperative developments in the other sectors.

The Baltic Sea cooperation on the environment has been an internationally veryacknowledged and respected example of comprehensive cooperation. Numerousenvironmental projects have been completed or are under implementation in fields such aswastewater treatment, air pollution control, waste management and preservation ofbiodiversity. As a resuit, the state of the environment in the Baltic Sea region has improvedduring the past few years.

However, much remains to be done. The relatively easy and inexpensive measures of thepast are no longer enough: we now have to be prepared to adcfress much more complexissues. The environmental problems in the Baltic Sea region require long-term commitmentand systematîc and concerted response.

This year, much attention in Finland has focused on the state of the Baltic Sea. The blue-green algae blooms and the visible eutrophication along the coast have alarmed people.Studies show that the deterioration of the Baltic Sea is caused by a multitude of factors, forexample, human settlements, industries, agriculture, fish farming, and transport.Improvements are indeed needed in ail Baltic Sea countries and much can be done if wework together.

Finding solutions to the continuing problems in the Baltic Sea needs more players. Localauthorities and their associations, and the non-govemmental organisations, have afreadyshown their potential. Their role in raising awareness must be taken advantage of. Finlandhas actively supported cooperation with local partners in the Baltic Sea region either throughbilateral arrangements or through mechanisms of horizontal cooperation. We have especiallystrong links with the St. Petersburg area and Estonia.
It is evident that the environmental cooperation around the Baltic Sea needs to unciergo atransformation from the tackling of short-termn problems to the implementation of long-terniprogrammes where ail the economic sectors and actors play a vital role. The Baltic 21process would effectively complement this picture because it extends far into the future - upto 2028.

The first conference at ministerial level on the protection of the Arctic envlronment was heldat the initiative of Fintand in 1992. An extensive work programme was adopted, covering theproblems and measures to protect the marine environment. A concrete and coveringRegional Programme of Action for the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment fromLand-basecl Activities (RPA) is essential for the protection of this extremely sensitive andvulnerable sea area. The Programme prepareci by the Working Group on the Protection ofthe Arctic Marine Environment (RAME) will be ready for the meeting of the Arctic Council inthe autumn of 1998. The Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) hascontributed notably to RAMEs work by reporting on hot spots of land-based pollutingactivities in the Russian Arctic.

roday, the Arctic countries have the knowledge, resources and tecrhnninnu ei m j-I 'à-
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Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

The Government of Finland has made an initiative on the Northern Dimension c
European Union in order to aim at a stronger and more coordinated role of the Eurc
Union in Northemn Europe. In our view, the EU should have a development and coope
strategy for its action in Northern Europe.

At the meeting in Luxembourg of the European Council, the European Commissior
requested to submit an înterim report on the proposai concemning a northern dimensi(
the policies of the Union. This report is expected to be submitted at a forthcoming Eurc
Council meeting in 1998.

Regarding the general development of Northern Europe, 1 arn happy to tell you thi
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) between the Russian Federation an
European Communities is advancing. The PCA process covers various political sectorE
trade, energy, democracy and traffic to the environment. 1 believe that this kind of
cooperation between the EU and the Russian Federation wiIl open a new era in Eurc
development. Finland finds this process very significant. By supporting thîs process m
also gain strength in environmental cooperation.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

The designation of 1998 as the International Year of the Oceans provides the
community with an opportunity to address issues concemning the future of the oceans.



Statemnent by Mr. Gudmnundur Bjarnason
Minister for the Environment of Iceland

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen
It is with much appreciation that 1 welcome this Russian initiative. 1 particularly would like to,commend your commitment to strengthening your internai institutional, sectoral and regionalcooperation in this effort.

My country has for long been committed to the protection of the marine environment. Longbefore the Earth Summit in Rio, we were calling for global actions to protect the marineenvironment from land-based activities. It was therefore with much pleasure that wecontributed expertise to the development of the Global Programme of Action and hosted thefast, and I believe, the crucial preparatory meeting in Reykjavik In March 1995.
In this context 1 should note that also my Govemnment is in the process of developing ournational programme of action and it is our intention to complete that process by the end ofthe year.

The Russian National Programme of Action will be a major contribution to the fulfilment ofthe Global Programme of Action we adopted in Washington in November 1995 andi of vitalimportance for the foreseen Arctic Regional Programme of Action. About haif of the ArcticOcean is adjacent to the Russian Federation and close consultation must therefore bemaintained between the experts developing the Russian Programme and those working onthe Arctic Programme.

Judging by the material 1 have seen on the Russian Programme, 1 am encouraged by howcomprehensive and ambitious the programme promises to be. lndeed, an effective actionprogramme will require a comprehensive approach; one entailing integrated coastal zonemanagement and sectoral integration, clear targets and timetables, and critena to assess itseffectiveness. It must also have participation of local communities and indigenous peoples.Also, clear political commitment of public authorities to its implementation is needed - inparticular if extemnal support is being sought to assist in the implementation.

Let me also adcl that 1 believe that participation in pertinent regional conventions on theprotection of the marine environment, such as the OSPAR-Conivention, would strengthen theimolementation of hAriw D.



presented as if the Arctic environment as a whole is in jeopardy. Such perception c
endanger the livelihood of those communities that base their economy on international I
in marine products.

Mr. Chairman, before 1 conclude, allow me to thank ACOPS and GLOBE for organisinç
important conference and the host, the Swedish Parliament.

Lastly Mr. Chairrnan, 1 wish the Russian Federation aIl the best in its endeavour and a

same Urne 1 encourage other members of the Arctic Council to take the Russian initiatiý
an encouragement to implement their National Plans of Action to protect the mr
environment form Iand-based activities.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.



Statement by Mr. Andris Ravins
Minister for Agriculture, Latvia

During the first years after regaining its independence, Latvia attempted to organise itslegisiation and state administrative structures to conform to its new cîrcumstances.Frequently, these efforts in specific economic spheres encountered difficulies due tounclarified aspects of property rights, the great extent of state ownership in majorsectors, the overail economic decline, the weak banking system and other related factors.The adoption of pre-Worfd War Il legislation often was inadequate to provide a solution fortoday's circumstances.

The fisheries sector in Latvia found itself in a similar position. The Iaw on fishing whichexisted in Latvia before 1940 had become outdated and thus, a completely new legisiativebase had to be created.

The years 1991-1993 can be described as a transition peniod from fishing collectives (Soviet-style "koihozes") and state enterprise system to a free-market economic system and pnivateentrepreneurs. The state administrative structures were subject to frequent Govemmentchanges, thus the administration of fisheries sector was mainly based upon the previousexperience and practice and upon the regulations issued by the respective minister. Theparticipation of the local govemment in the administration of fisheries issues was also basedupon its individual decisions.

Simultaneously, Latvia from the 1991 restoration of its independence has participated asmember state in the major international fisheries organisations: the UN Food and AgricultureOrganisation Fisheries Committee (FAO COFI), the International Baltic Sea FisheriesCommission (IBSFC), the International Council for Exploitation of the Sea (ICES) theNorthwest Atlantic Fisheries organisation (NAFO). Latvia also cooperates with other BalticSea states and with the European Union through bilateral fishing agreements.

Law on Flshery

Amidst these circumstances work began on cirafting a new law on fishery which was adoptedin 1995. This law was based upon the current situation and fishing administration practice inLatva as well as the extensive international experience and newest internationaloraanisations' £iOnIQirn fà

sources and



The waters of the Guif of Riga and the Baitic Sea cannot be heid in private property.
fishing rights in these waters can be ieased only from the state.

The Law on Fishery sets forth the main principles for the administration of fishery resour
which more or iess correspond to a responsible fishery scheme. An important function oi
Law is the introduction of divided levels of state administration, which allows the realisi
of fishery resources administration at two levels - at the state administration level
National Board of Fisheries) and the local government administration level.

Local governments are entrusted with the management of fishery resources and the lea!
fishing rights aiong the Baltic Sea coast and internai waters. The National Board of Fishi
manages the iease of fishing rights in the Baltic Sea beyond the coastal waters. This sy,
provides the opportunity to cover ail fishing issues from ail of Latvia's territory while lea
the National Board of Fisheries with an extremeiy small staff.

However, the basic principies within the Law on Fishery do not determine the ai
operation of this system which includes fishery resources, fishermen, local governments
National Board of Fisheries, fishery research, fish inspection and the Fjsh Fund. This i
had ta be resolved by the Cabinet of Ministers (Latvian Govemment) adopted regula
regarding fishing.

Lease of Fishing Rlghts

When drafting the subsequent set of regulations, Latvia attempted ta avoid the neg
factors which had impacted the fishery administration during the previous years and ta é
mistakes made and negative tendencies allowed by other states which had stemmed fr4
broad and free access ta flshing resources. In Latvia's view, this expenience gave L
ciriifb-nt qrivqritqnp-c to avoid the oroblems currentlv encountered bv EU member state



Marine Environmerit and Fish Resources Protection

The surveillance of fishing miles compliance with the fishing activities performed by the
fisherrnen and control of utilisation of allocated catch quotas is in the competence of the
Marine Environment Board of the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regiona
Development of the Republic of Latvia.

The Marine Environment Board deals with the marine environment protection anC
surveillance of fishing at the coastal, territorial and economic zone waters of the Baltic Sea
The main responsibilîties of the Marine Environmeflt Boardi in the surveillance of fisherie.,
are:

" issuing licences for Latvian fishing vessels which fish for in the waters beyond thE
coastal zone under the Latvlan jurisdiction in the Baltic Sea as well as economic zones o
other Baltic Sea countries which have fisheries agreement with Latvia. These licence,
are issued according to the fishing rights lease agreements between the fshing companý
or individual owner and the National Board of Fisheries;

" issuing licences for individual fishermen for flshing in coastal waters according to th,
fishing rights lease agreements between the individual fishermen andi local govemnmen
authority;

* provlding logbooks for vessels and individual fishermen;

* collecting logbook sheets andi catch reports on monthly bases;

" summarise data on catches submitted by the fishermen;

" performing flshery control in open sea, coastal waters and ports by checking lioenceE
fishing gears. logbooks, catch on board and so on; and

* imposirig administrative sanctions in the cases of infrigemerit of fishenies miles an
regulations.

The Marine Environment Board in cooperation wlth the National Board of Fisheuies, thi
L.atvian Fisheries Research lnstitute develops joit action prg nmes, concemir
information exchange on catch statistics andi developfl'ent of data base for flsherie
management purposes.

The Marine. Erwironment Board andi Marine Forces has copration on performifl
inspection at sea andi marine protection.

Future Prospects for the Oevelopment of Sustaiabk and Responsible Flaturles 1
L.atvia



" reorganisation and stabilisation f the fsheries science, fsh restocking capability and fish
resources management;

* graduai renewal and replacement of the outdated Baltic fishing fleet;, and

" imrprovemerit of fish product quality in compliance with European standards to find
additional possibilîties for export to both Eastern and Western markets.

Taking into account the stabilisation of the fisheries sector and the rapid development of fish

processing plants, as characterised by the excellent export potential, especially to East

Europe and the CIS, Latva must place great significance on the preservation of fishenies
resources as the base of raw materials for the fishing industry.

Based upon the currently-functinig legisiation, it is possible to preserve the development of

Latvia's flshing ifldlJtry, whlle simultafleously not exceeding the natural fush stock output

possibilities. 1991-1993 crisis greatly reduced the size of the fishîng fleet. The remauning

fishing fleet often is ineffective or has become outdated, thus Latvia currently is unable to

completely use its accessible fishing resources. Nevertheless, Latvia's fishing policy do not
include any plan to greatly increase thle fishing fleet.

However, a renewal of the fishing fleet is necessary by retainlng the average number Of

fishing vessels. This is a rational approach, if the "over-production" of the fishing fleets Of

other European states is taken into account. Latvla depends upon the current status of

fisheries resources and thus, is formiflg its fushing fleet and tegisiation in harmoriy wlth such
resource status.



demand exists for fishing nights, then the local govemnment has the rîght to hold an auctionfor such fishing rights.

Local govemnments also interact with the National Board of Fisheries through the Fish Fundwhich collects resources from the lease payments for fishing rights. These resources can beused for projects to restocking fish stock, to proteot fishing resources and varjous fisheriesresearch topics, either on a Latvia-wide or the local government level.
The National Board of Fishenies undertakes the leasing of fishing rights to fishing enterpriseswhich flsh in the Baltic Sea beyond the coastal waters. This also includes the possibility tovary the leasing fees or to hold an auction of fishing rights, if necessary.
Regardless of the time duration for the lease of fishing rights, a fishing rights lease protocolis signed annually with each fisherman which notes the limits for catches and fishing gears,the lease payments and other additional conditions for the next fishing year.
Advantages of Fishing Rights Lease Agreements

Despite the technical difficulties which occurred with the introduction of fishing rights leaseagreements, the first years of this new system has already shown several advantages:
" links have been established between the National Board of Fisheries and local

governments;

" fishermen have security about their flshing rights during the terni of the agreement, thus
creating trust, closer contacts and a mutual reiationship with the leaser;

* fishermen cannot further sublease the fishing rights which they have obtained through
lease agreements, which thus ensures more stable control;

* fishermen are interested not to violate the regulations, sinoe such violation may resuit inthe termination of the lease agreement, which may have been signed for a pernod up to15 years;

" fishermen become more active and are more iriterested as to the status of flsheryresources, and tend to more negatively view violators and illegal fishermen. Thefishermen feel that they have been granted a property-like interest in a portion of thesefisherv resourrAq*



" conservation and sustairiable use of naturat resources of the sea retaining biol
diversity and ail components of marine and coastai ecosystems;

* improvement of scientific research oriented to the use of innovative techniqui
measurement and forecasting of the status of natural resources;

" introducing of satellite monitoring systems for protection of the fish resources and r
environment;

* developmeflt of interdisciplinary studies, bridging social and physical scii

întegrating seas and associated land catchment areas; and

* imDrovement of data gathering systems and expand scientific information on ci

Year



Mr. Imantas Lazdinis
Minister for the Environmental Protection, Lithuanja

Introduction

Lithuanian territorial waters in the Baltic Sea is approximately 1570 km2 as well economnîczone 3205 km 1 (appr. areas given according ta the incontestable aquatories boundanîesbecause Russian and Latvian baundary are flot delimited sa far) and Curonian Lagoon - 413km'.

Nearfy 83% of the Lithuanian territory belongs ta the catchment area of the Baltic Proper,which compromises the drainage area of the River Nemunas, River Bartuva, the River Ventaand the River Akmena-Dane. The territory is populated by 3404400 inhabitants that mean apopulation density of 56.9 inhabitants per km'. The Lithuanian sub-region drainage area isdominated by agriculture (53.9%) and forests (31.3%), 4.8% are urban areas, 4.1% waterbodies, 2.4% wetlands under other usages.

The main river, the River Nemunas is discharging to the semi-enciosed Curonian Lagoon.The retention time of the River Nemunas discharges in Curonian Lagoon in case of fullmixing is four months. The length of the Lithuanian coastline at the Baltic Proper includinigthe Curonian Lagoon is 93 kilometres.

About 17% of the Lithuanian territory belongs ta the catchment area of the Gulf of Riga(through the rivers Musa, Birvyte and Laukesa), which totally drains via the Latvian temrtoryinto the Gulf of Riga.

The drainage of the Baltic Proper comprises 574245 km', whereof aIl Baltic Sea regioncountries except Finland as weil as Belarus, Czech, Ukraine and Slovak with totally 78360km' (14%) belongs to. The catchment areas of the countries are shared as follows: 3%(15000 km') belongs to Russia, 0. 2% (1100 km2) to Estonia, 2% (11100 km2) to Latvia, 9%(54160 km2) to Lithuania, 54% (311900 km2) to Poland, 2.6% (18200 km') to Germany, 0.2%(1200 km') to Denmark and 15% (83225 km2) to Sweden.
rhree of the seven blggest rivers are situateci in he Baltic Proper. The third biggest river, theRiver Nemunas, flows from the Lithuanian territory through the Curonian Lagoon into the3altic Ses. The measured pollution river load includes also load originating from aI the other



The absence of a unified model of national economic activity as well as insuffic
prepared and implemented economy reform policy is creating diff'iculties for th,
economy. The main industry of CZ is concentrated in Kiaipeda (about 75%). An imp
source for the production of agricultural products is the flooded meadows in Nemunas
The sea coast region produces 10% of Lithuanian cattle-breeding products and milk.
are no arable lands on the Curronian spit. The flooded area of Nemunas delta is 52.4
and there are 34 polder systems. The largest areas of the delta are pastures and mea
arable land is only 25% of the area.

biggest

The economy of the coastal zone, region and country heavily depends on
development and Iand-based off-shore activities, fishing.

The Krôi0Lagoon gathers water from the sursquareThe Kurdio



out by the centre of Marine Research since 1992 in 28 stations of the SE part of the Baltic: onthe board of RV -Vëjas" every season as well in 13 stations in the North part of the KurôioMarios Lagoon on the board of the research boat "Gintaras" 1-2 times every month. Theinvestigations are fulfilled in 4 HELCQM Baltic Sea Monitoring Stations too. The aim of theinvestigations is to obtain information about hydrological, hydrochemical, hydrobiologicalsituation and the pollution level. Since 1979 monitoring is camreci Dut accordingly to theHELCOM Monitoring Programme. The scientific staff of the Centre of Marine Research tookpart in a number of intercalibrations of the investigated parameters.
The Baltic Sea and the Kurôio Marios Lagoon Monitoring Programme is prepared andicarried Dut in Lithuania for a long-termn period covering a rather wide network of stations andenabling to evaluate the current sea state as well as to define changes cluring a long-termperiod and possible anthropogenic affects and impact. The research and monitoring arecarried Dut by the Centre's own staff as well as by scientists from other Lithuanian scientificinstitutions and are mainly devoted to making observations of circulation andi transformationof water masses in the Baltic Sea and in the Kurôio Marios Lagoon, on the occurrence anddistribution of natural and hazardous chemical substances, the main biological componentsof marine ecosystem to obtain essential information of changes in pelagîc and bottomncommunities due to eutrophication and pollution.

Aiming to protect and sustainably use the Baltic Sea live resources and environment,international cooperation are being implemented through IBSFC and HELCOM. Besides,the Lithuania has signed bilateral agreement on Fishery Relations between EuropeanCommunity and Faro Islands. Agreements on Fishery Relations with Russian Federation,Poland and Latvia are on preparation.

According the recommendations of Intemnational Baltic Sea Fishery Commission IBSFC andrecommendations of scientist institutions of Lithuania flsh catch quotas in the Baltic Sea forCod, Herring, Sprat, Salmon and Sea Trout are being set.
The results of fishery are being predetermined not only by status of flsh resources, byfishing intensity as well. For this reason due to avoid one or other fish species aver-utilisation it is important to know the state of fish resources and to adjust fishery not only bysetting quotas, but also by limiting the flshimg efforts <number of flshing gears, cluration offishing period, etc.) Due to a rising intensity of fishing activity in the open sea or coastal zonesuch fishperv rpn-,nruiac *r



National Program of Salmon Restoration and find out flnancing for implementation.
restoration of natural population important to reduce as possible fishery of wild Salmon
the last years are being introduced additional measures of limitation at a coastal zone a
the rivers and Curonian Lagoon prohibited to fish Salmon since 1981

Although in the coastal area are being caught a small part of Lithuanian zone catches
because of concentration of spawning backgrounds, recovering areas and protectec
migration, management of fishery at this aquatory requires particularly attention. Fc
last years sizes of fishing nets mesh allowed to fish were revised. Prohibited to fish v
bigger than 25 - 49 mm mesh nets what allow to avoid over-utilisation of vimba, pikei

and other valuable fish species juveniles overcatch. Net mesh increased to 110 mi
Turbot and to 90 mm for Flatfish. aiming to protect juveniles of these species. How
taking into account the latest data of researches, management of fishery in a coastal
should be improved.

At the same time the Lithuanian approach to the utilisation and protection of coasta
-ýrnmf2rin i thnrqr.tprkt bv lack of knowledae especially regarding such



Environment status assessment is sufficient because investigations are carrying out in thiscoastal part of Baltic Sea from 1965.

During the construction of BÙtinge oul terminal dumping monitoring system which is carryingout by Lithuanian Marine Research Centre of Environmentai Protection Ministry from 1979 isenough.

In the future further monitoring system wiii be performed. It is accepted to prepare andperform by ad hoc Latvian and Lithuanian Scientific Working Group the monitoring programfor coastai area of Baitic Sea affected by Bûtingê and Ventspiis oul terminais. Latvian-Lithuanian investigations of this part of Baitic Sea ecosystem have long twenty yearstraditions.

According to the Convention on Environmentai Impact Assessment in a TransboundaryContext (ESPO> the items on environmentai impact assessment and nisk assessment forBûtingë and Ventspiis oul terminais and International Monitoring Program for both terminaiswili be included into Lithuanian-Latvian Bilaterai Cooperation Agreement.

Dumping activities.

Dredged materiais may oniy be dumped with prior permission from Kiaipeda regionaiEnvironmental Protection department.

The Environmentai Protection Ministry of the Repubiic of Lithuania by the Decree No 54 of16 November 1994 has approved "The working Ruies for Deepening and Ciean-upAquatory, Marine Channel of Kiaipéda Harbour and Dumping of Spoil in the Sea". Theserutes are determines the procedure and conditions on issuance of permits; for dredging ofseabed and dumping of dredged spoil.

rhese miles have been prepared having regard to the Convention of the Protection of theVlarine Environment of the Baitic Sea Are, 1992, the Act of the Republic of Uthuania ofEnvironmentai Protection, the Provision of the EPM of the Repubiic of Lithuania,ýecommendation of Baitie Mnrinp Fnvimnmnf % .. .

ri the



The requirements of the HELCOM Recommendation 12/9 is applieci by the Centre of rv
Research: no more than 50 tons oil spili have been occurred in the Lithuanian marine M
in 1995-1996.

In order to implement the requirements of the Convention on the Protection of the N
Environment of the Baltic Sea Area, Lithuanian Governmental decrees, orders of Trar
minister and ordinances of Klaipèda City Mayor the National 011 Spili Contingency Pli
Lithuania is under preparation. Following the HELCOM Recommendation 14/1
Cooperation and Assistance to Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in the Field of Comi
Marine Pollution and Agreement on bilateral cooperation between Denmark and Litti
the Danish Fund for Environmental Activities in Eastemn Europe granted in January 1
preparation study conoemning implementation of a National Oil SpilI Contingency Pli
Lithuania. The study was carried out in March 1995 by Danish companies and institul
Evision/CarI Bro International, the Water Quality Institute and Danish Environn
Protection Agency in close cooperation with the Ministry of Environmental ProtE
Klaipècla Seaport Authority under Ministry of Transport and other relevant LithL
authorities. Lithuanian authorities approved in principal the National 011 Contingency PI
Lithuania (Phase 1) prepared by Danish company Evision/Carl Bro International on A
1995 and decided to request the Danish Govemnment, namely, Environmental Prot
Aoencv to o)rovide financial assistance for the preparation and implementatiE

areed



The load of these nivers is caused by discharge from point and diffuse Source within theseriver basins (Table>.

The biggest direct municipal discharges to the Baltic Sea are treated only mechanically. Atthe same time several small settiements are discharging to the sea without any treatment.The main part of the organic matter load to the Baltic Sea is discharged from Lithuania viathe River Nemunas. Due to the fact that the part of the River Nemunas drainage basinbelong to Russia and to Ukraine the load to the sea should be divided accordingly.
The direct industrial load from Lithuania is comparably small. Only two industries one oulrefinery and oil terminal are discharging waste water to the sea. Lithuania discharges, only0.4 million m3Ia untreated municipal waste water directly to the Baltic Sea.
In 1989-1990 aIl Contracting Parties (seven at that time) established and developed ActionProgrammes or adequate strategies aiming at the reduction targets of the 1989 MinisterialDeclaration. Some Contracting Parties introduced new political mechanisms andinstruments, other just revised or adjusted their policy backgroundj. After 1991 appropniateAction Programme aimed at the targets of the 1988 Declaration, was developed andadopted in Lithuania.

During 1991-1995 a significant number of the municipal waste water treatment plants areunder construction or reconstruction and a lot of old ineffective industries were closeci ormodified. In Lithuania theý pollution load from different "hot spots" point sources during 1991-1995 was reduced bv 3Q0.75O/4



Statement by Mr. Lauri Vaarja
Director General of Fishenies Department, Ministry of Environment, Estonia

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen

My Minister, Honourable Mr. Villie Reiljan sends his apologies for flot being able to
the GLOBE/ACQPS Meeting in Stockholm. He asked me to attend the Conferen<
deliver his best regards to participants.

It is the great honour for Estonia to be invited and 1 think that our contribution
Conference has first of ail been very attentive listening to participants. In such a wa
sure we saved a lot of time for others to speak. However, now when things are stai
fait into place it is perhaps the last time to have some say in the matter.

Mr. Chairman,

Among the seven threats to thé seas listed by Honourable John Prescott overfishir
placed fourth.

How to avoid it?

From the Opening Address by the Speaker of the Swedish Parliament, Mrs. Birgitta Di
well remember the main conclusion and the main recommendation of the UN HigIr
Advisory Board; the years of analysis are basically over. Now is the time for action.
what to undertake with overfishing? The answer might and should be: just to follow th
principles laid clown by the intemnationally adopted Worlci fisheries policies and conVE
There are some most important ones which are sthctly being followed in Estonia:

.direct or indirect subsidies byWed We do



Mr. Eugeniusz Morawski
Minister for Transport and Maritime Economy, Poland

It is expressîs verbis stated in Polish law that both social and economical growth mustproceed in accordance with the principles 0f sustairable development. And, despitedifficulties connected among others with the shortage of funds and insufficient publicawareness and understanding of linkages between the social/economical welfare and theenvironment, a large effort is being made to form proper foundations for sustainabledevelopment.

With respect to the sea and coastal areas, Poland has ratified, or is in the process ofratifying, of ail the basic international conventions conceming the marine and coastalenvironnient and sea transport. It may be worth mentioning that the solutions of the UnitedNations Convention on the Law of the Sea have already been fully incorporated into Polishlaw, especiaîîy in the Acts 0f Parliament on Marine Areas of Poland and on MarineAdministration, on Prevention of Pollution of the Sea From Ships, on Sea Fishery, theMarine Code, the new Water Law, the new Environniental Law and in other related Acts orRegulations, and are strictly enforced. On the basis of the Sea Fishery Act the fishingvolumes are under control in accordance with international miles.
It is considered that basic for the achievement of the long terni goal of sustainabledevelopment is the installation of an appropriate legal and organisational framework, whichwould allow an integrated management of natural resources and sectoral development.Since sustainable development is long terni, and requires planning and management overlarge areas it should be coordinated/managed by a state agency. In result of discussions, inwhich coastal regional authorities, local communities and NGOs were involved, the state'smaritime administration has been selected to become the lead organisation in the process.This of course means that the maritime administration, i.e. theDirectors of the MaritimeOffices and the Minister of Transport and Maritime Economy, must be provicled withappropriate competence, rights and duties.

According to Polish law, introduced in 1991 by the Act on Marine Areas of Poland and theMaritime Administration wlthin Polish temrtory, the territorial competence of the maritimeadministration includes the territorial sea, the area of the internaI marine waters (whichinclude the Vistula Lagoon, Szczecin Lagoon, a part of the Gulf of Gdansk, and port waterareas), and on the coast - the technical belt and the protective zone. These last two areasmay require some exnlî;nnann



n accordance with the present state of Polish law, the range of competence of the mi
administration {apart of typical obligations concemning safety of navigation, Port C
seamens' qualifications etc.) and of other local and govemmental organs of administri
as follows:

le The area of the territorial sea and of internai marine waters: the maritime adminis
is fully competent in terms of space and issues, with the exception of water use pi
which however must obtain agreement of the territorially appropriate Director of M,
Office, and of permits for exploitation of the resources of the ses bottom, but thesi
to obtain agreement of the Minister of Transport and Maritime Economy. Wat,
permits are issued by the Voivods. This does not correspond to the tel
competence of the voivods, which ends at the water line and does not extend to C~
Permits for exploitation of resources of the sea bottom are issued by the Mini
Environment, Natural Resources and Forestry. According to a recent amendment
Act on Regional Planning maritime administration issues aIso decisions on condit
building and development in the marine area.

*The area of the technical belt: maritime administration is responsible for progra
and realisation of coastal protection and protection of environment, aIso issues
for ail types of land use except water use permits. Local land use plans must
agreement of maritime administration. Water use permits are issued by

Sk-f .G e.p.r a'ir e%f fa fnrr nrinifp KM ritimo OfFirim mi .zt hp nhtsini



implemented at the various involved levels of govemance. The Maritime Offices provide thentecessary organisational support and coordination for the ICZM Groups.
It is planned that in the future, since the sea and also the coast dislikes any discontinuities,periodical meetings of ail three ICZM Groups will be organised to resolve common problems,basically requiring actions of the central govemment, and to exchange experiences.
As it has been indicated, physical boundaries in the seas and oceans veiy seldom coincidewith the vanious administrative/political boundaries established over these areas. Withoutinternational cooperation and international agreements conceming the sea areas and theircoastal zones achieving sustainable development in these areas is impossible. In thiscontext we fully support the ideas of the Potomac Declaration and the Baltic 21 concept. Wealso consider that crucial to the realisation of the objectives of Baltic 21 will be the properdevelopment of ICZM in national, and maybe also in the international regional scale, as thebasic toollinstrument for realising sustainable development in the area.



Mr. Vladimir Goman
Chairman of the Committee of the North State Duma, Russian Federation

increased quantities of radioactive waste generated by varlous civilian and military act
in many countries are currently a matter of serious concemn in terms of global security
Worid Ocean, notabiy for the Arctic nations.

Problems related to radioactive waste treatment and disposai definitely oeil for extra E

by the international community to compiement the existing national and intergovemn
programmes.

Based on these, Mr. Curt Weldon, a member of the House of Representatives of &l
Congress, and myseif, Chairman of the Committee on Northemn Affairs of the RL
Federation State Duma, signed in February 1997 a joint declaration on cooperation)
view to deveioping an international Advanced Technology Research Project for Ni
Waste and convening a forum on the subject.

The Goman-Weldon Declaration notes that this initiative is designed to promote the SI
and propagation of advanced technologies for processing, storing and dumping ni
waste and recycling technologies in line with present-day scientific, political and fin
realities.

The initiative is meant to bring together leading politicians and other important persoli
aIl over the world to evaluate and discuss politically, financially and socially accel
solutions to problerns related to the risks and dangers inherent in the treatment of n
and civilian nuclear waste. It is an open-ended initiative and representatives fromn
countnies who are concemned with the issue are welcome to join.

The purpose of the programme is exploring solutions and assessing the current statd
costs of existinq and prospective technologies for intermediate and long-terni trea

Anits E



*presenting the most up-to-date information to ailI countries concemned regarding the moreefficient and cost-effective technologies available on the world market and certified bythe ATRP.

The Declaration also notes thie need for regular forums on nuclear waste, with the first suchforum to be held in Moscow in 1998.
In April 1997, the State Duma of the Russian Federation held a joint meeting of several StateDuma committees, originally proposed by the Committee on Northemn Affairs and attendedby representatives from the Atomic Energy Ministry, thie Navy, thie State Committee onNatural Resources, the State Committee on Northemn Affaîrs, the Russian Academy ofSciences and other institutions conoemned, to discuss the ATRP initiative and the criticalsituation regarding the proper disposai of decommissioned nuclear-powered submanines.
On June 4, 1997, the State Duma voted unanimously for a resolution on thie subject,instructing the State Duma Committee on Northemn Affairs to "take part in developing a non-govemmental international research and tecrinological programme to attract additionalfinancial and material resources for nuclear waste recycling; to consider holding in theRussian Federation an international forum on radioactive waste recyciing with a view todeveloping a programme for Cooperation in scientific research into, and evaluation andselection of, thie more effective and environmentally friendly technologies for radioactivewaste recycling and the construction and equipment of facilities for treating sucri waste".

The State Duma Resolution of June 4, 1997 also recommends that trie Russian FederationGovemnment shouid:

*take measures to encourage more active international Cooperation in trie proper disposaiof decommissioned nuclear-powered submarines and radioactive waste recycling viaintercovernimentn;i ql,Qnrmnf@ -- ,r, ~~k~---------



*ATRP has received tentative political and industry support from Norway, Dei
Germany, Switzeriand and Japan.

A resolution has been submitted to the US Senate at the initiative of its Appropr
Committee (Committee Chairman Senator Stevens) concerning the launchin(
implementation of the ATRP. The draft resolution, backed by key members of the 1
committees on the armed services, commerce and foreign relations, notes, amonc
things, that the US Senate deems it necessary to recommend to the US Presic
authorize the Departments of Energy and Defence, the State Department ar
Environmental Protection Agency to review the ATRP proposais and submit to t
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources their respective views on:

" support for the ATRP as an international project to evaluate and exchange infor
on effective technologies with respect to radioactive waste; and

" identifying sources of financing, including private sources, for ATPR operation
international non-govemmental non-profit organization.

We are hoping for early adoption of this resolution by the US Senate.

Curt Weldon, Chairman of the Research and Development Subcommittee of the
Committee on National Security, has advised us of his intention to submit a similar reE
to the House of Representatives of the US Congress.

ATRP-related work is currently underway at the University of Alaska (Fairbanks) and
A & M University which wîll take the lead in the projeot on behaîf of the US (Prof. f
Champ, Ted DeLaca, Admirai Brad Mooney etc.).



Statemnents at the Western Indian Ocean Panel

Statement by Mr. Jeremie Bonnelame
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Seychelles

Mr. Chairman

May 1 first of ail take this opportunity to express my great pleasure at being here inStockholm, and at participatîng in this very important conferenoe.
As a newly appointed Vice-President of ACOPS, 1 have been most impressed by theorganisation and high level of the deliberations over the three days of this Conference.
As you have heard aiready, the discussions in the Indian Ooean Working Group were frankand thought provoking, and covered a wide range of issues.
As many of you are aware, we have always attached great emphasis to the environment,with many positive results, and also place great importance on regional cooperation in themanagement of the resouroes of ocean and coastal areas.
Indeed, we currently host both the Regional Coordinating Unit of the Nairobi Convention, andthe Indian Ocean Tuna Commission.

And in 1996 Seychelles hosted and co-organised with ACOPS, a Workshop to Promote theSustainable Development of Tourism in Eastern and Southemn Africa. We also participateactively in a number of other regional programmes, including an important RegionalEnvironment Programme being implemented by the Indian Ocean Commission.
[t was therefore encouraging to note the high degree of consensus that emerged in ourNorking Group, conceming the necessity of improving the effectiveness of coordination andooperation at the regional level, both between countries of the region, and between theIonor and other agencies that are assisting with the implementation of the variousrogrammes and action plans.

n this connection, the recognition of the need for inter-regional cooperation in Africa, and forýfrican countries to set the Agenda for action based on their own concemrs and priorities, isýf great significance.



In conclusion, it is evident that many countries in our region understand that a conce
the environment and its long-terni sustainability is flot a Iuxury that can only be afford,
the developed countries of the North.

Irideed, given the limited resources of many developing countries, the conservatior
preservation of the environment is even more critical to our economic and food se(
Theses issues are welI documenteci in the Potomac Declaration.

At the same time, it is widely understocxi that inc
security of their natural environment, as this can oni
countries at the regional and sub-regional levels. 1
coastal environmeflt.

at is particularly true ot thie

1 thank you Mr. Chairman.



Statement by Dr. Bernando Ferraz
Minister for the Coordination of Environmental Affairs, Mozambique
Mr. Chairman, Hon. Ministers, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen
It is our great honour to participate in this important conference which deals with such animportant subject ta humanity and our planet, that is the ocean.
As you might know, Mozambique is a coastal state, with about 2700 km of coastuine, withconsiderabie potential for fisheries, tourism and aquaculture. More than two thirds of thepopulation lives in the coastal zone. One of the reasons behind the concentration of thepopulation in these areas is, as pointed out in this meeting, the ease of access to food,empioyment facilities and security. Most of the infrastructures, such as large cities, tourism,industry, commerce and harbours; are located in coastal zones. Thus, the averagepopulation density in the coastal area is about 120 people per square kilometre, against anoveraîl population density of 20 people per square kilometre. This population gains theirliving from marine resources or with it related. Fisheries and coastal tourism are the mainsources of income for our country and represents more than 50% of foreign income.

Despite the recognition of the importance that fisheries and coastal tourism play in theMozambican economy, these resources are under threat. The major concem issues arerelated to over-exploitation of resources and to the destruction of the environment.
Major causes of the over-exploitation of resources are associated to poverty, thedemographic expansion and a higher profit demand. Alleviation of poverty associated to theincrease in population often induces an ever-increasing harvest of resources beyondsustainability.

Destruction of the environment is due ta both human effect and to the environment itself.Human effect includes the disposai of pollution and the use of inadequate harvestingtechniques.

The environrnent in tumn can be very hostile, as for example: long term droughts, hurricanesand cyclones, and phenomena like EI-Niflo, which are often associated %wlth the massivedestruction of the environment



Statement by Mr. Cheikh Cîssokho
President of the National Assembly, and ACOPS' Vice-President

Mr Cheikh Cissokho, the President of the National Assembly of Senegal and Vice-PrE
of ACOPS from the West and Central African region, sends his deep apologies for nol

able to be with you today due to his parliamefltary duties in Dakar. However, he has
me to read the following statement on his behaif:

0 The Govemnment of Senegal attaches the highest importance to the proteci
environmeflt. lndeed, 1 have had the honour of chaining the desertification commi
African Standing Ministerial Conference on Environment for many years. Senegal
most active part in the development of the Abidjan Convention on the Protection
West and Central African marine environment and also played host to the Euro-i
ministerial conference on marine environment, which was held in 1988 - at th
when the European Commissioner for Envîronment was Lord Clinton-Davis, the pi
Chairman of ACOPS.

0 1 do not propose, however, to list here achievements in terms of intern
agreements signed and ratilîed. It is only fair that we should admit that there has
serious discrepancy between the apparent agreement of the international commt
act, and the continuous deterioration of the state of the marine environment. I cý
endorse the words of one of our keynote speakers, Her Royal Highness, Pr
Princess Chulabhom of Thailand, another of ACOPS' Vice-Presidents, as coastal i
and the resultîng creeping desertification are one of the most serlous enviror
problems affecting Senegal.

a We are neither assembled to utter platitudes nor to commiserate, but rather to
way forward. 1 would therefore like to make the following observations and sugges

* In Africa, and Western and Central Afrîca in particular, we have had
unfortunate legacy of political and military conflict. This situation has n
drained our economic resources, but when coupled with natural enviror
pressures, such as drought in the sub-Saharan Africa, it exacerbat
environmefltal situation. This has led to the phenomenon of enviror
migrants, alluded to in papers presented to this conference by Dr. Laureni
andi our Raoporteur, Ms Paula Caballero. 1 cen only agree with my brott



* Iwholeheartedly support the initiative of My brother, Peter Mokaba, and ACOPS, oforganising a meeting of representatives of West and Central African and Eastern Africancountries with a view to strengthening interregional cooperation in the field of protectionof coastal and marine environment in sub-Saharan Africa. I have pledged to my SouthAfricar, colleagues and ACOPS that 1 shall gladly coordinate the participation of a largegroup of francophone countries in Western, Central and Eastemn Africa. It is a fact thatmuch remains to be desired in ensuring a proper coordination amongst anglophone,lusophone and francophone Africa. 1 certainly intend to be in Cape Town on 30November. when the South African Govemment and ACOPS wilI inaugurate theconferenoe of sub-Saharan countries. Perhaps 1 could just sum up some of theexpectations that we have from this process:
1 . The countries in this large region should pledge to exchange experiences. It hasalready been pointed out that south-south cooperation is sorely inadequate.2. We should compile the existing knowledge of the health of oceans around Africa, andthis task will be undertaken by Minister Bemnardo Ferraz at his Maputo Conferencelater this year.3. We should give wholehearted support to the elaboration of the principle of oceansecurlty, linking economic, defence, transport, fisheries and environmentai sectors.There is sound economic benefit to be derived from strengthening environmentaîprotection: in my country alone, we are anxious to promote tourism as a major foreigncurrency eamner, and thîs is not possible if undue pressure is placed on our uniquecoastal arnd marine environment.4. Just as it is not in the interest of African countries to have huge political pressure andunrest due to poor urban planning and sanitation, especially in large cities, it is 'alsonot in the interest of the intemnational community as a whole to have environmentalflashpoints exploding. We therefore make a firm plea to the international donorcommunity, both bilateral and multilateral to honour the commitments made etUNCED. In particular, we ask the international donor communîty to coordinate itspolîcies, rather than compete. You wilI also know of our distaste for linking aid andtrade.

5. Last, but flot the least, whilst Senegal firmly supports the work of relevant UnitedNations agencies in this field, and also the ongoing Lome negotiations with theCommission of the European Union, we believe that much of their processes areinevitably slackened by the fact that they are ail huge bureaucracies. lt is for thisreason mhat responsible non-govemmental organisations, such as ACOPS, have avery important roIs to play as catalysts. In Africa, ACOPS delivers through high levelpolitical leaders, such as my brothers Jeremie Bonnelame, Minister for Foreign Affairsof the Seychelles, Peter Mokaba and myself. There is a great deal to be clone InAfrica and I amrn nnfiriont fh.* K- +', -:-- - - -



Statement by Mr. Peter Mokaba
Deputy Minister for Environmentai Affairs and Tourism, South Africa

Mr. Chairman, Honourable Ministers, Your Exceliencies, Distinguished Representa
International Organisation, Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behaif of my country, the Western Indian and Sub-Saharan regions, and in myc
as Vice-President of ACOPS, I would like to extend warm greetings and sincere gral
the Government of Sweden and its citizens. We thank Swecien for being an e
champion of the environment and the oceans, and for demonstrating this by hosi
particular Conference, in a building as august as their country's parliamentary buildin(

ACOPS' choice of Sweden as a host country is most appropriate. This country
neighbours have, in recent times, scored commendable successes on the most
projects of cleaning the Baltic Sea and in deaîing with the effects of the Chernobyl
that occurred in the former Soviet Union.

The theme of this Conference - Towards Enhanced Ocean Seculity into th
Miii ennium - is also most apposite. Among other things, it assists us to concent
energies of our nations towards achieving the objectives that we set for ourselve
context of the United Nations system when we declared 1998 as the International
the Oceans.

ACOPSISouth Africa Government Conference



" promote integrated coastal and watershed areas management geared towardsconservation of biological diversity in marine and coastal ecosystems;
" promote improved access ta data, technology and scientific: research hitherto unavailableto environmental management;

" promote improved international cooperation for the protection of the marine environmentand sustainable use of marine resources;
" encourage the pursuit of inter-disciplinary studies towards achieving a betterurlderstanding of the root causes of environmentai degradation and change;
" promote the preservation 0f the availability and health of world fishenîes;
" promote environmental awareness and ethics;
" facilitate mitigation and help for adaptation against the negative effects of global change;and

" promote good govemnance.

This Conference is charged with the responsibility of producing an effective action plan forthe implementation of these objectives in a way that guarantees success.
Historical Reasons for the Fallures of International Agreements
A cursory investigation reveals that factors that have led to the failures of the internationalagreements are ail to be found in the area of implementation. These factors are many andvaried. In general. we have fnounri thnt nmnn .. k & - --k,

r, industry and the economy.



This gives the area a particular character. The increasing focus of the Non-AI
Movement (NAM), and the G77 on development issues and South-South cooper
crates further opportunities for the region to share their concemns and aspirations in a
context.

A number of organisations and programmes that might be relevant to the implementat
the Potomac Declaration are operating in the region. Other developments are afoo
would be important to the implementation of the Potomac Declaration. Among these ai
following developments:

" first, the existence of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission which was formed in 19
the regulation of catches and protection of tuna in the Indian Ocean;

* the second development comprises of the fact that at the end of this year South
will be taking over the Chair of the NAM. This will further strengthen economil
political cooperation of the region with the other 112 member nations of the NAM. «
various commitments of South Africa in the international arena wilI help to sir
discussion in the expansion and benefits of South-South cooperation across a
spectrum;

" the third point for consideration is that ail countries of the Western Indian Ocean I

belong to UNCTAD and one of them, namely South Africa, is the current Presid
UNCTAD IX until the year 2000;

" the fourth important development is the reality of the unfoldîng process of Renais
that is currently sweeping the continent of Africa. It is a development that is OU]

engaging the energies and minds of ail African countries and wiIl soon shape
relationships wîth the rest of the world; and

" the flfth is a programme developed under the auspices of the United Nations ai

SIDN/SAREC Marine Programme for management of marine environments.

è-. -pf fiie mrrrimm thP (nnfprpnrpe of Pleniootentiaries in the Prot,



The convention is a comprehensive, umbrella agreement for the protection, managementand development of the marine and coastal environment. It lists the sources Of pollution thatrequire control as:

" pollution from ships;
" dumping;
" land-based sources;
" seabed activities;, and
" airborne pollution.

It also identifies environmental management issues for which there should be cooperativeefforts. Some of these issues are:

" specially protected areas;
" cases of emergency;
" environmental damage from engineering activities;
" environmental impact assessment; and
* scientific and technical cooperation.

By ratifying a protocol, a party accepts more specific obligations to control pollution from adiscrete source, or to cooperate in a specific aspect of environmental management. Underthis Convention, no state or regional intergovemnmental integration organisation may becomea Contracting Party to the Convention without also becoming a Party to at least oneProtocol. The Agreement foresees that additional protocols may be developed in the future.
This Convention, known as the Nairobi Convention, came into force on 30 May 1996. Thiswas some 13 years after the first country had ratified it, This coming into force of theConvention has led the way for the establishment of the Regional Coordinating Unit (RCU>based in the Seychelles. The Parties are hopeful that this Convention will now receive thenecessary attention that it so richly deserves.

1 believe that, among others, this may be a useful tool for ensuring the implementation of thePotomac Declaration.

Mt the last Meeting of the Contracting Parties of the Nairobi Convention in 1996, delegatesagreed mhat the. time for the updating of the Convention and the East African Action Plan hadmmre.

t is, of course, always possible to have other intemnational agreements, such as the Westernndian Ocean Fisheries Management Organisation now being explored for the Atlantic)cean.



Participants at the Seychelles Conference in November 1996 noted that since the

Arusha Conference there had been no significant progress. They also noted that

coastal management activities were being developed. Progress has been slow in s

important areas. The participating countries identified two issues that would have

addressed for the Region to accomplish large-scale coastal zone management. These

" the need for better coordination and collaboration between agencies/stakeh
nationally and between countries regionally; and

* the need for a more systematic exchange of experiences showing and eval

successes, failures and lessons leamed.

Meeting these critical needs was the main purpose of the creation of a Secretariat.

It is clear that SEACAM has an extremely important role to play to kick-start severalc

management initiatives that the countries require, and it has come at a crucial time. Tc

with the RCU for the Nairobi Convention we hope that they will put the Eastemn j

countries and the Island States of the region firmly on track towards sustainability
approach the next millennîum.

othersHowe\



Planned membership expansion will in future include East Africa, the Arabian Gulf States,the Indian sub-continent, Southeast Asia and Western Australia and other countries ofSouthemn Africa. It will also include the lndian Ocean Islands, including the relatively smalmarkets of Madagascar, Seychelles, Comoros, Maurltius, Reunion Islands and Maldives.
Strengths of the Region concerning the lmplementation of the Potomac Declaration
The region comprises of predominantly English-speakirg countries with historical andcultural ties, ethnic links, transport connections and existing trading links, with a vastpotential to expand.

The existence of significant Portuguese and French-speaking countries in the region, is anadditional advantage, which adds the strength of diversity. The majority of the countries arealso Commonwealth members.

Other important characteristics are:
" Epooulation: The IOR, inclusive of ail potential members, has a population of 1.6 billionpeople - 30% of the total world population. Before the current financial crises the totalGDP of the IOR was US$ 1 trillion with South and Southeast Asie growing annually atrates well in excess of 5%. The crises have lead to revised future economic growth. Theeconomic fundamentals in these countries' economies stili hold. The possibilities,therefore, exist that they will steadily but surely recover in the foreseeabîe future;
" Varvino levels of develoDment: High growth countries of Southeast Asia, India, the newlyindustrialising giant, oi1-rich Gulf States, and the less developed East African economnies;
* broad ranoing, exort. opportunities are available;
* Technoloov transfer: many of these countries have cfeveloped particular expertise incertain areas such as mining, power generation, transport management, environmentaiprotection, manufacturing, health care and agriculture. The possibility for technicalcooperation between countries is enormous;

" Joint research oroiects: Some countries have their institutions involveci in agriculture,urban development, environment, health care, mining, etc., and wi Il doubtlessly benefitfrOM ilivoalrrinn in' - 1 -!--i -1



Small Island States

It is essential in the development of implementation strategy for the Potomac Declarat
take fuil cognisance of the fact that the region la also home to a number of Small 1
States. In themselves, these Small Island States can be regarded as large ecoli
systems, integral to large marine systems. The majority of the Srnall Island States dE
mainly on tourism and fishing which in tumn depend on the health of the Indian Ocean
many of their littoral neighbours in the Indian Ocean rim, the Small Island State
developing countries. The majority of their problems are also very much similar to ail
developing countries as described above.

The context described above la not exhaustive. However, various points could be i

Chief among these is the fact that indeed too many organisations, programmes and
plans have been adopted in this region. Indications are that many are stili to follow.

Flowing from these constraints and opportunities, the Western Inclian Ocean region stU
better chance of reaîising a quick and effective implementation of the Potomac Declai
We propose that the following should be the basis that constitute the Potomac Declé
Plan of Action concerning this region.

Ur, 1q



0Pollution through dumping at sea;

*some countries report on the Pollution and Contamination through direct discharge ofuntreated sewerage into the ocean;

*sea pollution by oil spillage from the current high tanker traffic. Most of the tankers usingIndian Ocean waters have exceeded their full life expectancy of 20 years. The prospectsare that any accident involving these vessels would lead to a certain major environmentaidisaster which will detrimentally affect in particular the small island Indian Oceancountries and the poorer members of the nim;
*sea pollution as a result of dumping of highly toxic waste is compounded by the dangerposed by nuclear-powered ships and ships carrying nuclear waste; and
*depletion of renewable maritime resources.

Although the above are major problems, we should flot loose sight of the fact that researchhas shown that 70% of ocean pollution results from land-based sources.
We recommend that the following could be among the measures that could be consideredconcemning the development of the action plan towards envirofimental security in this region:
In terms of this action plan, ACOPS in the region needs to:
" encourage countries to grant and guarantee the rights of ownership and access of theindigenous people to their envirofimental resources;
* encourage and help countries to, integrate international conventions and agreementsregarding environmental protection and conservation in the national policies and laws ofthe individual national states;

" help countnies to adopt best practice in integrated envirofimental management;
* help countries to adopt policies and measures towards integrated pollution control, wasteand coastal manqnpnm=n* af I k --

the precautionary



Food Security

Under current arrangements, attention is being given to more efficient and compri
search and rescue operations as well as coastal zone protection and management.

* help countries to adopt policies and measures that embrace international cc
effort, through the Convention on the Antarctic Marine Living Resources (
organisation;

ic mea

yn in



A more detailed programme of action could include the following:
" many lndian Ocean countries have varying naval capabilities. ACQPS should facilitatenegotiations for the development of a framework for cooperation that includes the USA,British and French Navies already in the area. This is both urgent and necessary if theabove securities are to become a reality;
" countries of the region should be encouraged te accede with deliberate speed to theUnited Nations Convention on Law of the Seas (UNCLOS);
" ACOPS should facilitate and bring about a review of UNCLOS itself to ensure sufficientempowerment of the region's countries to enforce their maritime zones and give thenecessary protection and compensation against pollution;
* the naval bodies as mentioned above should work towards an agreement of cooperationaround issues such as:

* naval training;
" mutual assistance;
" information sharing;
" disaster management;
* hydrographic cooperation;
" the development of a common disaster management system;* the development of integrated coastal management systems; and" cooperation in research;

" mechanisms for common research and development and the sharing of data andiinformation need to be improved; and
" defence forces to be enabled te participate in defence of both countries' and regionsresources.

The Potomac Declaration could indeed be implemented in the Western Indian Ocean region.However, there are currently simply too many programmes and organisations operating inthis region. Because these programmes and associations are flot integrated andcoordinated, their multiplicity has lead te a great deal of fragmentation, which has preventecimost, if net ail, te have any meaningful impact at national or regional or even global level.
Many initiatives have been donor driven and net determinecj by national priorities and pollcyobjectives. Lack of coordination, competition and self-interest has compounded the problemDf fragmentation and resulted in w~fnrêc rf



" the end of the Cold War;

* the era of globalisation and liberalisation;

" the ascendancy of partnerships and cooperation in international affairs around isý
development;

" the new-found importance of regional cooperation as a means of development;

" an explosion in humanitarian aid and the changing character of international ai
donor-client dependency relationship towards interactive and mutually rein
partnerships;

" the increasing conflict around natural resources and the fast emerging phenomen
as increasing frequency of extreme environmental conditions and problems, for e:
the advent of environmental refugees;

" the movement towards the reinvention of the state and government everywt
enable them to effectively participate in the efforts to attain the goal of sust
development nationally, regionally and globally; and

" the increasing recognition of democracy as a factor of production and therefore a
and goal of development.

objective we set for



" the vast distances between countries;
" stereotypes about one another:
" political agendas that some countries would like to pursue within an agreement;" conflict of interest between states, for example India and Pakistan;," a perceived threat to existing organisations and associations to which countries in theregion already belong; and
" divisions between the sub-regions.

Conclusion

Our recommendation for the Western Indian Ocean region is that any implementationprocess of the Potomac Declaration should engage and involve the organisations of theregional cooperation that exists in the region. Among others are the Organisation of AfricanUnity and its regional chapters, IOC-ARC, SEACAM etc.
For this region our theme is Ocean Security for Sustainable Development and PovertyReduction in aur Lifetime.

The Potomac Declaration and the programme of action that we are developing here todaywill, therefore, flot lead to the establishment of new organisations and programmes. On thecontrary, fi should assist the region to manage the envirofiment and ocean in a more efficientand mission diven manner than has been the case before.



Statement by Prof. Nizar Tawfiq
President of the Meteorotogy and Environmefltal Protection Administration (MEF

and Secretary-Genieral of the Programme for the Protection of the Environmefl

the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden (PERSGA), Saudi Arabia

1 would like to extend my best wishes to ail participants of the Stockholm ConferE

"Towards Enhanced Ocean Security into the Third Millennium". 1 do SQ as the Presider

the Meteorological Environmental Protection Agency (MEPA) of Saudi Arabia, as

Secretary General of the Programme for the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf 0f A

(PERSGA) and as the recently elected ACOPS' Vice-President from the Arab region.

Saudi Arabia has every reason to promote the concept of environmental protection thrc

the framework of ocean security, having suffered severe pollution in the Gulf as a resi.

the recent hostilities in the region. Moreover, sunken vessels, also a consequenc
hostilities in the Gulf, continue to present a serious environmental risk.

It is for this reason that my Government, together with ACOPS and a serie!

intergovemmental agencies, such as UNDP, the Worid Bank and UNEP, organise

conference in Jeddah in 1995 on inter-regional cooperation between the Gulf countries

those bordering the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. The countnies of those two regions I

agreed to continue promoting inter-regional cooperation on a regular basis. I shalh

forward to receiving the Stockholm Conference recommendations with a view to prep;
the follow-up of the Jeddah Conference.

Having studied the background papers for the Stockholm Conference, 1 can but expres
full agreement with the following tentative recommendations:

" Eradication of poverty, one of the principal root causes of environmental degradý
remains a priority. We too have experienced the consequences of environm
migrants, and are fully committed to addressing this important issue.

* Enhancement of shipping security is also an issue of the greatest importance i

countries in the region in view of oit transportation from the Gulf and the PER
regions.

" Inter-regional cooperation within the framework of south-south cooperation shoUl
promoted.

" There should be a better cooperation amongst the donor community, and there sI
ha -l tioz hptwppn aid and trade.
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APPENDIX 1

AGENDA

Saturday, 31 January 1998

Towards Oceýan Scurtv: the Global!2 AoDoc

09.00 - 10.00

Chairrnan:

Rapporteur:

09.00 - 09.15

09.15 -

PLENARY SESSION

Prof. Per Wramner, Director-General of the Swedish National Board ofFisheries, and ACOPS' ChairmanMs. Paula Caballero, Director, Intemexos, and Member of ACOPS'Advisory Board on Oceans and Coastal Areas Management andPolicy

Opening Statement

Enhanced Ooean Security: a Major Contribution to SustainableDevelopment
-.* Ms. Birgitta Dahl, Speaker of the Parliament, Sweden
Kevnote Addrp-qnqp

r OT ie oceans, 1998
ýr of the European Parliament, and
iational Working Group on Oceans

of the Independent World

flan of the Independent World
and Former President of Portugal



10.00 - 12.30 WORKING GROUP SESSIONS

Implemrentation of the Potomac Declaratîon-at the Global Level

Working Group A:

Chairman:

Rapporteur:

10.00 - 10.10

10.10 -10.20

10.20 -10.30

10.30 -10.40

The Rote of Science

Dr. Bruce MoInia, Office of the Chief Geologist, US Geological Su
and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board on Pollution Control and
Prevention (replacing for Prof. Erik Arrhenius due to illness)
Dr. Michael Bewers, Head, Marine Chemistry Division, BE
Institute of Oceanography, Canada, and Member of ACOPS' Ad
Board on Pollution Control and Prevention

Scientific Research on the Oceans
*'Dr. Ljubomir Jeftic, Chairman of ACOPS' Advisory Boa]

Pollution Control and Prevention

Marine Data Gathering and Observation Systems
* Dr. Michael Bewers

Enhanced Mitigation and Adaptation Capability in De
Countries from Impacts of Climate Change in Coastal Zones

<.Dr. Jilan Su, Director, Second Institute of OceanograpIr
Oceanic Administration, China, and Member of ACOPS'
Board on Marine Natural Resources Management

Utilisation of Military Data for Environmental Protecti
Sustainable Development
4: Mr. Robert Edson, Office of the Deputy Under Seci

10.40 - 10.50

f. Gur



11.20 -12-30

Working Group B:

Chairman:

Rapporteur:

10.00 - 10.10

10.10 - 10.20

10.20 - 10.30

10.30 - 10.40

Working Group Discussion 
he G oogsUModerator: Dr. Bruce Moinia, Office of theCieGeogs.UGeological Survey, and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board onPollution Control and Prevention

lntegrated Management of the Oceans

Dr. Stephen Lintner, Principal Environmental Specialist, Land, Waterand Natural Habitats, World Bank, and Member of ACOPS' AdvisoryBoard on Oceans and Coastal Areas Management and PolicyDr. Stjepan Keokes, Member of the Independent Worid Commissionon the Oceans, and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board on Oceansand Coastal Areas Management and Policy
Sustainable Development, Poverty, Wasteful Consumption and OceanSecurity
-* Dr. Laurence Mee

Management of Marine andi Coastal Ecosystems** Mr. Geoffrey Holland, Chairman, IOC of UNESCO, andChairman of ACOPS' Advisory Board on Marine NaturalResources Management

Prom Root Causes to Root Linkages: Towards Integrative PolicyRecommendations for Ocean and Coastal Security into the ThirdMillennium
e.- Ms. Paula Caballero

Sustainable Fisheries Management
*> Dr. Armin Lindquist, Former Assistant Secretary-General of theUN, and Head of FAO's Department of Fisheries

10.40 -
of Society

mne Environment Division,

Reallty
)r, ACOPS



11.20 - 11.30

11.30 - 12.30

14.30 - 17.00

Chairman:
Rapporteur:

Prospective Security Measures for the Control of Marine Pollut
Portugal

*.Mr. Rui Manuel Godinho, Deputy Mayor of Lisbon, and
ACOPS' Vice-President, Portugal

Working Group Discussion
Moderator: Sir Hugh Rossi, ACOPS' Vice-President, United Kingi

PLENARY SESSION

Prof. Per Wramner
Ms. Paula Caballero

Imolementation of the Potomac Declaration:
Action to Prompte Ocean Security at the Global Level

14.30 - 15.30 Presentation of Draft Proposais for Actions to Promote Ocean
at the Global Level

Towards Ocean Security: The Role of Science
+e Prof. Erik Arrhenius and Dr. Michael Bewers

Towards Ocean Security: lntegrated Management of Oceans

* Dr. Stephen Lintner and Dr. Stjepan Keokes

15.30 - 17.00 Comments on the Draft Proposais

Sunday, 1 February 1998



09.30 - 12.30 WORKING GRQUP SESSIONS

ImDleMentaqtirn of the Potoma3c Declaration at the Repionari ieve
Working Group C:

Chairman:

Rapporteur:

09.30 - 10o.10o

10.10 -10.40

10.40 -11.10

Action to Promote Ocean Security in the Baltic Sea
Dr. Svante Bodin, Assistant Under-Secretary, Ministry of Environiment,Sweden
Dr. Ellen Hey, Senior Lecturer, Erasmus University, the Nethertands,and Member of ACOPS' Advisory Board on Oceans and CoastalAreas Management and Policy
Economic, Environmental and Food Security Issues in the Baltic Sea*. Dr. Tapani Kohonen, Executive Secretary, Baltic MarineEnvironment Commission/Helsinki Commission (HELCOM); and~* Dr. Gôran A. Persson, Executive Director, Foundation forStrategic Environmental Research (MISTRA)

Analysis of the Potomac Declaration in the Baltic Sea of the RussianFederation
<*Admirai Igor Kasatonov, First Deputy Commander-in.Çhief of theRussian Navy, Chairman of Section No. 2 on Sea and OceanStudies in the Russian Federation Committee on Science andTechnology, and ACOPS' Russian Vice-President; and<' Prof. Vladimir Tetelmin, Deputy Chairman, Committee onEcology of the State Duma, Russian Federation, andCoordinator of ACOPS' Russian Programme

Analysis of the Potomac Declaration from the National Perspective<. Estonia (Mr. Lauri Vaaija, Director-General, FisheriesDepartment, Ministry of Environment);* Latvia (Mr. Normunds Riekstins, Director, National Board ofFisheries);
<. Lithuania (Mr. Imantas Lazdinis, Mînister for EnvironmentalProtection); and
<*Poland (Dr. Maria Dragun-Gertner, Adviser to the Minister forTransport and Maritime Economy)



10.00 -11.00

11.00 -12.30

Working Group E:

Chairman:

Rapporteur:

09.30 - 10.45

10.45 - 12.30

National Programme of Action for the Protection of the P~
Environment in the Arctic Region of the Russian Federation
Land-based Activities (NPA-Arctic)

** Prof. Vitaly Lystsov and Dr. Ljubomir Jeftic

Working Group Discussion
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