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¢ Year after year, wave upon wave,
OfF 'Time’s vast changeful sea,
Still bears us onward to the shores
Ot God’s eternity.”
—1II. J. Bvans.

We wish all our readers A Harpy NEw
YEAR.

Will our contributors endeavor to mail
their «“ copy ”’ early enough for it to reach us
by the 23rd of the month.

This a good time to take a backward look
Are we better than we were & year ago or are
we worse? Ilave wo come nearer Christ or
have we drified from him?

The Foreign Christian Missionary Society
has issued in tract form the very admirable
address on Business in Missions, delivered
at the Spriugficld Convention by R. T. Mat-

- thews, Dean of Drake Unisversity. It can be
obtained at one cent per copy or fifty cents
per hundred, by addressing A, McLean, Box
750, Cincinnati, O.

Many years ago a now famous debate on
Baptism, ctc,, was carried on by Alexander
Cawpbell and N. L~ Rice, one of the most
talented Presbyterians of his dsy. Hereisa
good thing to remember. A short time ago,
Prof. J. B. Rico, an author, lecturer and
evangelist of some note, and a nephew of the
renowned debater, severed his connection
with the Presbyterian church, was immersed
by L. N. McCush, Des Moines, Iowa, and is
now sumply a disciple of Christ.

No year is all clouds, Our gorrows impress
us more deeply but our joys are more num-
erons. One week of aickuess 18 longer re-
membered and oftener mentioned than fifty
wecks of uninterrupted und abounding health.
Wo have but to call up our blessings to sve
how good God has been to us in the past.
From him comes every good and perfect gift.
He gives us all things richly to enjoy. No
good thing will he withhold from them that
walk uprightly. But wo must let lnm decide
what is good. He knows.

The editor concludes his Assvciation ser-
mon in this issue of THE CHRISTIAN, Lot
the reader get the back numbers and read
the entire sermon. It will repay o careful
perusal,

E. T. Edmonds, who has been pustor of the
Shawmut Avenue Church, Buston, Mass.,
has resigned and will return to Fort Smith,
Ark., somo time this month. Iis successor
has not yet been announcud.

What did you do with the bill that was in
your paper lagt month ? Some took it asa
polite intimation that the amount of money
which it called for would be thankfully re-
ceived at this office, and they sent it. We
thank them for their promptuess, But what,
did you do with yours? Don’v destroy it till
you pay it. We hope to hear from vou this
month,

Dark clouds hung by times over many
homes during the old yesr. Sometimes the
clouds broke, but often the angel of death,
like a flash of lightniong, came through them,
and today there are wmany vacant chairs,
Here 1t 15 a father’s, and there & mother’s.
Here a son’s and a brother’s, and thero a
daughter’s and a sister’s. But shining even
on the dark clouds we may see these words :

““God is love ;” ¢ e doeth all things well.”

We know not what the future has in store
for us. Between Jan. 1st and Dec. 1st there
are three hundred and sixty-five chambers,
dark with uncertainty. What joys and sor-
rows, what triumphs and failures they hold
for us, we cannot tell. Each day must open
the door to its own secrets, But undoubtedly
in each of these chumbers, now so mysterions
to us, there are places for Bible reading and
for prayer; for kind words and for loving
deeds ; for service to man and service to God.

It is likely that Ontario will soon have a
paper to take the place of the Canadian-
Evangelist. W, J. Lhamon says that the
management of the Board of Co-operation in
Ontario ““ia.so well pleased with the style
and spirit of Twe CHRISTIAN published in
St. John, that it is the intention to bring out
something similar, as far as can be done,

By the way, speaking of T CHRISTIAN, I}

have long felt that 1t 18 among the neatest
and completest 1n 1ts class. A short visit to
the Maritime provinces has made it a welcome
visitor to me eover since.” Thanks, Bro.
Lhamon.

Near or more remote, a good resolution is
behind every good deed. Ou trees where
there have been no blossoms there shall be
no apples. Wo may have blossoms without
apples as we may have resolutions without
deeds., Let the new year be magnificent by
reason of the abundunce and beauty of the
blossoms, but see to it that these, with the pas
stng away of the days, turn to fruic which at
the cloze of the yearshall be large, beautiful
and bountiful. When the final day comes our
reward will be measured not by our good
resolutions but by our good deeds. By
patient continuance in well doing we shall

_Inherit the promises.

The handbooks for those who take up the
course of study for voung people of which we
spoke Inst mouth will soon be ready. That
on the Bible is being prepared by Pres. J. W.
McGarvey, that on” Missions by A. McLean
and that on the History of the Disciples by
B. B. Tyler. The handbooks will cost
twenty-five cents each,

Wo lately heard s Congregational ministor
tell how to bring about Christian union. He
had the picturo of a wheel before him.  Lhe
denominations he said were trying to get
nearer to one another by running around tho
rim. They would succeed better if they
would all como in between the spokes to the
hub. The nearer they come to that, the
nearer will they come to each other. Christ
i};s_ the hub. They should come necarer to

im,

Wo notice by the annual report of the
American Christian Missionary Society which
has just come to hand that onr Maritimo
churches contributed about $150 for general
home missions, and thus aided 1n a small
way to support the evangelists who preached
3844 sermons and added 2177 persons to
membership of the churches. Of thisamount
St. Jobn gave $66.50 and Halifax $32.00,
As this Society is liborally aiding us in our
work we should give unmistaken evidenco of
our gratitude.

The Christian Standard says that while
John Logan, one of our preachers, was hold-
ing a meeting at Richmond, N. Y, a Meth-
odist Protestant pastor, S, B. Stephens, of
Orwell, found ont that he (S) was in harmony
with the position held by the Churches of
Christ of which he had not known. He had
largely built up the church to which he
ministered and all the members had been
immersed. e desired to enter our brother-
hood and mauy of his people, including all
the officers except one, had the same desire.
Fifty of them received the right hand of
fellowship on Dec. 13th, and at least twenty-
five more were to come and probably have
by this time. This endorsement of our
position by these people is the resalt of in-
,dependent Biblical study.

We find an interesting culeulation in the
Christian Slendard. E. S. Muockley says
that in 1895 the Disciples of Christ in the
United States roported 923,663 members,
In 1896 the number went up to 1,003,672 an
increaso of 80,009 e says that if this rate
of increa-e is maintained for ten years, (it is
like a compound interest problem) our mem-
bership will be 2,303,227 or more than twice
what it now is. This is not an improbable
increage, for in the ten years, from 1880 to
1890, our membership went up from 350,000
to 640,000. But even if wa are not sunguine
of such marvelous grow.n in such a short
time, we can readily see that if the Disciples
of Christ remain true to the old book and
contioue to plead earnestly for Christian
union, the future has glorious thinga for
them. In the days of their greatest prosper-
ity way they still be humble followers of

Jesus Christ.
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. Bowme Wigsion Hotes.

Brother Hines writes: ¢ Bro. Murray’s
meeting of five weeks closed today, Duc. 14th,
He proanched 37 sermons, made 70 visits,
baptized 8 and two were restored. Collected
$14,00. He has put our httle church mna
splendid condition, and caused a deep 1nterest
on the part of the people. A good work has
been done that cunnot be reported.”  Another
Jotter from Bro. Hines says that on Sunday,
the 22ud, they had 3 more additions, and
that if Bro, Mutray was there many more
would unite with them. Wo are indeed glad
to hear such good news, and it proves that
the money given to aid this little band was
well spent. This 18 another meeting that
will not cost the Board anything, the church
snd Bro. Murray having met the expenses.
Bro. Murray volunteered to do this work and
deserves all the credit for it.

Bro. Blenus reports a good interest in
Halifax. They expect to raise their ap-
Portionment a8 over half is now promised.

'he attendance at the Lord’s Supper this
month has averaged fifty-one; and two of
the Sunday evenings the attendance has been
far above the average. Bro. Blenus hopes
soon to see the fruit of his labors.

Rro. Stevens is much encouraged over the
outlook 10 Picrou.

The work in Portland goes on very well.
Two additions by letter this month, The
first contribution from the Ludies’ Aid is
acknowledged thig moath. Suroly we have
reason to be thankful for such cheering
reports.

Bro. R. Jackson who was once president
of our ' oard has remembered us again, We
see from the cheque he sent that he is assist-
ant cashier of the Pomeroy Bank. Ifall our
young men who have moved “‘over the line”
would follow his oxample what a large sum
wo would have to acknowledge.

G. A. Hoffman is one of the best preachers
in Missouri, and Bro. Capp told him about
what a fine chhmate we had down here; while
corresponding with your Secretary Bro, H.
mentioned this. Your Secretary told him
that Bro. Capp was right, that this was one
of the fincst pluces in the world, and now we
are glad to announca that Bro. Hoffman will
be at our next Annual and will hold oae or
two meetings while here,

Wo have several urgont appeals for aid but
lack of funds prevents us from granting uid.
How long is this to coutinue ? Many of our
churches have not sent us a dollar since the
Annual. Brethren this ought not to be,

We are glad to receive so much this month
but 1t only meets our expenses for one month
sud a half.  Quite 2 number made pledges
at the Annual but only a few have paid. It
wonld help us greatly if the others wonld
respond. We generally think of settling our
accounts at the end of the year.

A happy new year.

J. 5. FraacLoR, Secrelary.

RECEIPTS.

Previously acknowledged, .... eoo. SIG6 02

St. John, Mission Band, .... cees 4 00
Coburg St. Sunday-school,.... 14 40

Main St. ot e 5 00

o Woman’s Aid, ..., 180
Lceonardville, per Wi, Kay, 100
Pomcroy, Iowa, R. Jackson, 5 00
Lord’s Cove, D. F. Lambert, 6 00
o er ¢ eees 14 00
Mlton, per M. G, Irceman,. .., . 3 00

14 60
) 00
2 00

$245 22
J. S. F'L.AGLOR,
Secrctary.

Gulliver’s Cove, mecting, per 11 Murr;l'y,
Westport, per E. A. Payson, cees
Southville, per H. A, Devoe, .. cens

Post Otiice, St John,

Soveign  Blissions,
Maritime C. W' B. M,

Expect great things from Qeod,
Attenpt great things for God.

Dear SisTeus,—Sistor Rioch writos that
she is now in Akita with Mr, and Mus,
Stevens. She finds it quite like her native
climate and hopes soon to grow strong again,
She tells of the almost total destruction of
the Josie Smith Memorial Chapel caused by
an earthquake, and makes an appeal for help
to rebuild it. We trust that many will re-
spond to this call.

The sisters of the Main Street Church, St.
John, have organized a Woman’s Auxiliary
Society, and on Monday evening the 28th
held their first meoting.  An interesting pro-
gramme was carried out. One sister spoke
on the work of our home migsion board and
what it is endeavoring to accomplish, An-
other told of tho furcign work, giving an
account of our missionary and her labors.
This Society will work for both home and
foreign missions. The collection amounted
to 82'80. Tho oflicers are : President, Mrs.
D. A. Morrison ; Vice-president, Mra. Arm-
strong ; Secretary, Miss N Whelpley ; Treas-
urer, Miss A. Purvis.

Our hearts were again gladdenced by receiv-
ing the generous donation of $25 from our
brother who has so often before remembered
our work in this way. Although this brother
hus met with severe losses during the pust
year, yet he does not forget the Lord’s work.
May some who are not assisting in this mis-
sionary work be led to do so by the worthy
exsmple mentioned. The money has not
been coming in a3 we would like to see it
since the annual meeting.

This is the season of giving gifts, let us not
forget the onc who has given to us the best
gift, and whe daily gives us all things richly
to enjoy.

Mas. J. S. FLAGLOR,
Secrelary.

WOMAN'S WORK,

NINA STEVENS.

T'here 18 no work that calls for the interest,
the prayers snd the sympathy of Christians
and of the missionary more than woman’s
work.

When Christ came into the world there
were 50 many suxious to serve, and among
them a goodly number of women, Were not
these truly missionaries? Anna the prophet-
ess coming that instant, gave thanks likewise
unto the Lord and spoke of him to all them
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

As Jesus went about preaching and show-
ing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God
the twelve were with him ; and cortain women
which had been healed—they rondered him
gorvice. The woman of Sumaria testified of
him. The Syro-phecenician woman gave the
greatness of her faith, and the woman whom
he forgave so much gave her love and tears.
How our Lord delighted to accept these
gervices. Note his words when Mary anoints

hig feet, and when the alabaster box of
precious ointment is poured upon his head.
Also when the poor widow casts in her mite.
More than all else he values love. He shows
his glory by taking the foolish things of the
world to confound tho wiso, and has he not
taken tho wealk things of the world to con-

DR,

found the things which are mighty, It was
a woman who first proclamed his resur-
rection. Again we read ‘“ In the upper room
the apostles continued in prayer and suppli-
cations with the women and Mary the mother
of Jesns. They were all filled with the Holy
Spirit.” Again, “On my servants and on
my handmaidens will T pour out my Spirit, ”
In apostolic salutation they are greeted as
fellow-lubourers and fellow-prisoners.

Wo know of the wonderful work of tho
Moravian church women, and I need not
spealk of Anne Judson and Mary Moffatt and
others who braved 80 mauny trials in mission-
ary life,

When it was suggested to carry the gospel
by women to the women in tho far east, the
wise men seid it was visionary. Lenpolt
once remarked that if twenty-five years before
any one had hinted that such work would be
done as has beon done in India, he would
have replied ““all things are possible with
God, butl do not expect such a glorious
event in my day.” DBut seeing how hapless
and helpless were the women, the work was
undertaken, and what has Ged wrought?

We are intorested aud deeply interestod in
woman’s work the world over, but especially
does the work in Jupan appeal to us. In
1889, 1 believe it was, Gracey said, ¢ Japan
18 ripe for the Coristian religion as no othor
nation ou the globe, and 1t is possible that
Japan may become Christian by royal decreo
in a day.” About the same time Prof. Knox
satd that Japan would not need missionaries
after 1900. And our own Brother Smith at
that tune said that in five years the mission-
ary might unfurl his flag and go home,
Since then a tide of opposition has set in and
now we would not dare predict how long our
stay will be, especially we who work among
the womea, for although the women of Jupan
occupy a lmgher level than women of any
other eastern country, they have not been
emancipated.

In old Japan even women occupied a
prominent place. Of one hundred and
twonty-three sovereigns nine have been
women. And in literature, poetry and art,
the women have had no small part, and yet
she 18 1n & state of greater helplessness than
outward appearaunces would indicate. Lhis
low state of woman is due to the heathen
rehigion. In Buddhism there is nosalvation
for woman unless she be reborn a man.

The government is now educating the
girls as it has not done before, but that does
rot lead them to Chiist or prepare them for
eternity. Along the line of education and
Christian training, of inestimable value have
mission schools been. The Christian thought
and 1mpulse received there will be as lasting
as eternity. The eagerness which the women
manifests for study, and the effort they are
making to rise gives us a rich soil for work.
In many hearts there is 8 Jonging for Christ,
an aching void, and they do not know what
they want. Au old lady said to me not long
ago, “ of course I must believe in Christ for
iy life is 8o lonely.” Oh how that great
loving heart would comfort all such, but
they will not, If we can say with Ezekiel,
*« I sat down among them and wept,” so will
their hearts respond. Who has such an
opportunity as the medical adviser. To
whom will & woman tell her sorrows, her
desires, her hopes, as she will to her physician
who may lead her and teach her of him who
is able to supply all her needs according to
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

I would use the mimstry of healing for
winning souls to Christ. [t surely disarms
prejudice and wins the way to homes and
hearts. ‘T'he first applicants to the dispon-
saries are tho poor and we have thom with
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came paid for medicing, but 0 Kumi San
taught Christ to them all alike and at every
opportunity.

1 had under my care a woman who was
purt;iull{ paralyzed. She hated Ohristianity
but in her distress sent for me. She is re-
covering—her daughter, a young lady,
attends our meetings and we may vigit that
house and teach any time. An old man who
had put his wife away, married his son to
the daughter of his concubine and was
making his living by selling girls, grew sick
and sent for me. Before we left the house
ho showed a desire to hear the gospel, but
doath claimed him in a few days. Some one
said, ¢ The old devil is dead,” but I thought
what a blessed thing that God was more
merciful than man. Who can say that the
opening of that house may not be the sal-
vation of that family. The son attends
church services whon he can, and his children
come to Sunday-school, and it is another
home to which we are always welcome,

A woman with heart disease came to us—
face oxpressionless and blank. After coming
some time a change scemed to come over her.
Ier face brightened up and she came in
smiling, Dv you think that change was due
entirely to the change in her body? No,
the light was beginning to dawn ia her soul,

_It has been snid that the Jupanese phy-
sicians can gupply the need in Japan, there-
fore medical nussionaries do not pay. From
a professional standpuint I do not beli ve
we have enouzh good Japanese doctors in
this conntry and [ know not enough Christian
ones, No country is better provided with
free lispensaries than England and Americs
and we have only to investigate to see how
effectually they aid in bringing the tidings
of salvation to the most degraded and sunken.
If in our own highly fuvored land they so
successfully carry the gospel message, can
any one question or doubt the need in all
migsion fields.

Ve need native physicians who will do
mission work—women with character, edu-
cation and counsecration.

Being the only woman in our station last
year, that branch of mission work by which
80 much good has been and is being done in
this eouncry, I mean school work, had to be
neglecsed, Our weekly woman’s meeting
after which we had a mother’s meeting was
successful, There was an average attendance
of twenty all winter and spring. The kmt-
ting and sewing class also was well attended,

T'he enlightment of girls who must marry
soon after leaving the Sho Gakko (common
public school) has an important place.

The bitter want of a knowledge of hygiene
calls for bght. The nurses’ training class
gave a good opportunity. These girls were
taught the care of the sick in the hume, care
of home and lttle ones, cooking, massage,
aud if they went out to nuree, the importance
of demanding respect, for that is one sorrow
we have to bear—the nurses have & bad
reputation. My desire is to train women for
nurses who will be also Biblo women.

1 found that on our evangelistic trip this
spring that by advertising a mother’s meet-
ing, we got the women interested, and they
goon asked questions not only on points of
health but on religion. It was sometimes
difficult to keep the men out, for if they
came the women ceased to show any interest.

There are none but God’s messengers who
bring light and joy, and I praise mm that
he has thought it worth while to call me who
am the less than tho least of all saints to
preach the unsearchable riches of Christ,

Wo have worked for God, let us leave the
results with him.

us always, However, Iast year half who‘

WOMEN’S WORK,

Previously acknowledged, .... 84 563
Tiverton, Ladies’ Aid, e ciee 5 00
St. John, Ladies’ Aid, caen cees 180
‘¢ Sunday-school . 4 35
Lord’s Cove, Ladies Ai(i, . 6 00
St, John, a Brother, .. cees coee 23 00
‘¢ Coburg St. Sunday-school,. ... 3170

& 4 6 bliss
Emory’s class, .... ves 8 175
“ Coburg 8t. Woman's Aidq, .... 3 00
b Main 8t. ‘" oo, 1156
$138 28

Susie B. Fonrp, Treasurer.

Waverley,
[alifax Co., N. 8.

? [V
Clildven's IWork,
Al;&r(-ss all communlcations to Mrs. D. A, Morrison, 139

Queen Street, St, John, N. B.}

Dear Boys AND GIRLS,—

The glad Christmas time has just passed
and good wighes and gifts have been ex-
changed. May all our gifts remind us of the
one great gift given to us so long ago by a
loving heavenly Futber. And now at the
beginning of the new year, as we think of
making new resolutions, we can see many
things in the puast year that we might have
improved upon ; so let us as mission band
workers sve what new resolves weo can make
aud keep for 1897.

Our misstonaries have often asked us to
pray for them in their work, aud for the
poor durkened oues who know nothing of
giad Chrigtmas timeor the birth of a Saviour
who came to fill their lives with brightness.
Let us resolve to remember them in our
prayers every day during 1897. Let us all
resolve, too, that we will eecure one new mem-
{ ber for the mission band during the coming
year, If we will carry out this resolve sce
what the result will be when 1898 comes
around ; our united membership will be just
doubdle whatitis today, sud our offerings will
be correspondingly increased.

It 1s not well to make a multitude of
resolutions and then forget to keep them, so
let us see if we cannot keep these two and
our hves will be the huppier fur having done
50,
And now dear girls and boys, I will give
you my new year's wish for you all. Itisin
the 3rd Epistle of John, 2nd verse.

Your loving friend,

Mgrs, D. A MORRISON.
Sup't Childven’s Work,

CHILDREN’S WORX.

Previously acknowledged, .... %6 59
Halifax, Junior Endeavor, . . 5 380
Junior Endeavor quilt, .. 2 60
Junior Endeavor collection, 01
Lord’s Cove, Mission Band. ... .... 000

St. John, Wide Awake M B. Entertain-
ment, .... vves 10 65
«  Wide Awake M. B. Collections, 1 58

L i v ¢ from Mrs,
Jarvis, Moncton,.... 1 50
Total, ... 836 01

Susie B. Fonp, Zreasurer.
Waverley,

Halifax Co , N, 8.

COMMITTEE ON LITERATURE.
RECEIPTS.
Previously acknowledged, eees $6 00
E C Bowers, Westport, cees caes 50
Y P. 8. C. E. of Main St. Church, 8t. John, 1 00
A Brother aud Sister, Rolling Dam, N B. 5 00

Total, ... .812 60
0. B. SToCRFORD,

St« John, N, B. Sceretury-1'reasurer,

MAIN STRERT CHURCIH BUILDING

FUND.
Previously scknowledged, .... ve.. $005 0D
Collected by J. V. Barnes,.... 20 00
by D. A. Morrison, 6 00
by Mrs. b veee b 00
E., Stockford by B. D. Lingley, ceee 2 00
0 B Stockford by J. 8. Flaglor, .... 4 3
A Sister by H, W, Stewart, . 100
A Brother, F. Village, by H. W, Stewart 10 00
A Bro. and Sister, Rolling Dam,
by H. W Stewart, ceee 6 00
Miss A. Hill aud Mrs, C. A, Wanamaker,
Nauwigewauk, .. ceee 2 00
Interest per J. 8. Flaglor, .... N 6 81
St. John Wide Awake M. B per Mrs,
Morrison, N cees 6 35

Total, ....  .... $671 16

J. 8. Fracl.oR,
T'reasurer,

Alarried,

STEwART-Bakrr -At the Rovere Hotel, Charlotte-
town, Dec. 11th, 1808, by O, B. FEmery, Cyrus N. Stew-
art, K9q.. Red Poine, T.ot 46, and Miss Hattie M, Baker,
dauxhter of Benja,nin Baker, Esy., North Lake, Lot 47,
P, E. Island.

MeaLey McDovarp. —In St. John, on Dec. 24th, 1896,
by J. Charles B. Appel, May McDonald of St. John, to
Roderick A. Mealey of Belleisle, N. B.

Ronsins-Liastan.—In _Tiverton, N. S., in the new
liome of the bridegroom, Dec. 23rd, 1896, Norman Rob-
bina and Linda Leaman. The parties were both of I'iv-
erton. J. W. Bolton officiated.

Aied.

Stockrorn.—On Dec. 27th, 1896, at the home of her
uncle, Bro. Isanc St ckford, St, John, Dora May, daugh-
ter of David W, Stuckford, Gagetown, N. B., passed
away, being at the time in her 21at year. Her illnesy
was of short duration but the pain whe suffered was
ndescribable. The kindness of fiiends and the doctor’s
skill gave her but little relief and she prayed that the
end might come. It came and found her trusting in the
Christ whom she had coufessed about three vears before
in St. John At that time she was full of life and
strength, wnd it seemed as though many years would be
hers,  Death was not then in her mind. She knew that
she needed Chri~v in hfe and when death was comin
near sho hnew whom she had belicved. I'o be propureﬁ
to live is to be prepared todie. A short servico was held
at her uncle'’s 1{0!]50 on the evening of her death, and an
Monday mormng her body was sent to the home of her
childhwed fur interment.  May those upon whem this
sorrow has come, find in Christ the comfort they need,
for in him alone it can be found.

* He helped his saints in ancient days
Who trusted in hig name,
And we can witness to his praise—
His love is still the same.”—H, W. S.

CHRISTIE. - After a short illness, Josexjﬂ{nioe (Josie)
daughtor of John Morrizon and wife of Bro. R. A Christio
of St. John, on Nov. 30th, 1896, and in the 26th year of
her age, closed her earthiy pilgrimage and entered into
rest. She colebrated the sixth anniversary of her mar-
riai:e only a few weeks before, ‘The house that was then
full of rejoicing is now filled with sorrow. Three little
boys are early left without a mother’s care, and only one
porhaps i« old enough to carry far into ths future the
memory of a motherslove. Loving ones will watch over
them, but there is no hand like tho hand of a mother to
guide the feet of childhood. A few months after her
marriage, Sister Clnistie united with the Coburg Street
Church, being baptized by Bro. I, H. Capp. Owing to
the sacred duties of home sho was able but infrequently to
attend the house of God, but she looked forward to the
time when her place could be filled as regularly as in
other days. ‘Her place shall be forover vacant in the
meoting-house on earth; but in the Father’s house ou
high we believe it shall be forever filled. And may the
family circle now broken here, be there comploted once
more. May the sorrowing husband and friends find in
the promises of God a balm for their WOllndti({ hfi%rtss

OuTHoUSE.—At Tiverton, N, S,, Dec. 5th, 1896, Mrs,
Vicy A. Outhouse, wife of Horbert Quthouse, ended her
earthly career at the ago of 31 years, 3 months. She
Jeaves o fawily of three children. She wasa fine Chris.
tian woman and a member of the Christinn church in
Tiverton, Shesuffered greatly with that dreaded disease
consumption, but in the midst of it all she trusted in
Jesus, and said she was not afraid to go and meet hor
maker. ‘Tho funeral services were largely attended by
sympathizing friends.—J. \V, Borron,
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ZDITORIAL.
THE PARABLE OF THE POUNDS,
Luke aix.

(Sy nopais of a discourse delivered by the Editor before
the annual mecting of the Disciples at Lot 48, un the
second Lord’s day of June, 1896).

(Concluded.)

The order of the univorse is receiving life
from God and communicating that life to
others. Whatever recoives life and ceases to
communicate it, opposes this order aud dies.
This is true of grass, of trees and animals.
Josus gives life to men that they may bear
fruit by extending that life to others. Ihs
people and his cburch are loft on earth for
that purpose. When they bear much fruit
he purges and acknowledges them as his true
disciples ; when they cease to communicate
his life to others, they aro cut off from the
living vine to wither and die.

‘The goepel order is not the lost seeking
the Saviour; but the Saviour seeking the lost.
The Son of Man is come to seek and to save
that which was lost—to seck them first and
then to save them. e knew the lost would
never seek him, and he came to seek them ;
and for this purpose he lived and died.
When leaving the world he solemnly charged
his disciples to go everywhere and seek the
lost that he might save them. His faithful
servants lived and died in tho grand work
with the elear understanding that those
whom they found and Jesus saved would
carry the gospel to others who were unsaved.
God has been pleased to send the gospel by
his servants to us. We would never have
gone after the gospel, but would have perished
in our sing. It was bronght to us.

And what argument or what excuaes can
we have in keeping it from the lest and
dying,

¢ Shall we whose souls sre lighted
By wisdom from on high

Shall we to men benighted,
The Jamp of life deny ?

How 1easonable, and just and binding, are
the words of the dear Saviour—* Freely ye
have received, freely give.”

But Jesus, as no other teacher, knows all
things and all times. The past, the present
and the future are all alike to Him. Aund
*“the high and the lofty Oue who inhabiteth
cternity ” closes the parable with a minute
deseription of the nobieman’s return. Hav-
mg gained the kingdom he comes and callz
his servants to whom he had given the pounds
to ascertan how much every man had gained
by trading. The first came and said—¢“Lord
thy pound hath gained ten pounds.” Mark
his humihty. He does not say my diligence
hath gawed ten pounds ; but * thy pound.”
Those who labor most and suffer most in the
Saviour's cause, think least of their service,
and are ready to say—*¢ We are unprofitnble
servants,” but admire the power and glory of
the gospel of Christ and give him all the
glory. “Thy pound hath gained ten pounds.”

And he said unto him: "¢ Well, thon good
sorvant, because thou hast been faithful in a
very little have thou authority over ten
cities.,” The servant who had kept himself
and his labors in the shade, the king thus
acknowledges before the hierarchy of the
universo—** Well, thou good servant, because
thou hast been faithful in a very litile, have
thou authority over ten cities.” His watch-
fulness and care to increase his Lord’s money
to the worldly minded seemed small indeed,
aud, to himself, it scomed so very little he
did not care to speak of it, but it was care-
fully recorded 1n God’s hook of romembrance,
and because of it the king sets him over ten
cities.

From this we learn that the joy of etornity
is not idlencss but blessed employment. Man
was not made to be idle, and when God
creates many anew in Christ Jesus it is unto
good works ordained before of God tnat he
ghould walk in them. The blessedness of
working for Chvist on earth is a foretaste of
heavenly joy, and the training thus received
is a discipline for that employment which
will ever increase with the growing eapabili-
ties of the redeemed.

The second (servant) came saying * Lord
thy pound hath gained five pounds.” And
he said likewise to him, ¢ Be thou also over
five cities.”

We are not told why it was that the second
servant had gained only five pounds while
the first had gained ten. Itis enough to
know that each one had the approval of his
Lord and was rewarded according to his
work. Although the vessels of glory shall
differ in size all will be completely filled with
the joy of their Lord. Efficiency in a servant
is great but faithfulness is greater.

Another (servant) came saying, ¢ Lord
behold here is thy pound which I hava kept
laid up in 2 napkin ; for I feared thee becanse
thou art an austere man; thou takest up
that thou layedst not down and reapest that
thou didst nmot sow.” Here is egofism in
perfection. He lands self and insults the
king. I am not a spendthrift I did not
waste thy pound. Here is all you gave me
or can claim of me. I kept thy pound laid
up in & napkin. I knew thee to be anstere
and unjust, ete., and was determined to keep
clear of thee and now return thee thine own.
We see how prominent the I'isin this addresg
while it does not once occur in that of first
and sccond, and how wonderful the power
that causes this servant to express before
that tribunal the rebellious mutterings of
his inmost heart. IIow many in the church
and out of it chorish in their heart the great
argument of the wicked servant, although
they may have no thought of expressing it
on tho day of judgment; viz. that Qod
requires men v do what ho has not given
them the power to do.  ** Thou art an austere
man reaping where thou didst not sow.”
The enemy will use all his subtility at this
point to ruin souls, and Christians should
especially watch and pray to escape the snare.
Jesus’ commands are not grievious but in

the keeping of them there is great reward.
But Satan strives to make them appear
otherwise. Ile will paint and maguify the
faults of Christians to the eyes of their
brothren so as to make the lntter think they
cannot love one another but ranat break the
Saviour's ncw commandment. What com-
mandment has Jesus given to his disciples
but the enemy will labor to persuade them
that they are unable to obey ? Tf they aro
told to feed the hungry or clotho the raked
ho has ready for them the excuse of inability.
If to visit the sick or the imprisoned their
lack of timo ig urged. Their imagined diffi-
culty Jooms up before them to prevent their
attending the house of Goi. If to sond the
gospol to the perishing their excuse is, the
Lord knows how bard the times are, that we
can searcely mako euds meet and that we are
not able to support that canse—IHe reaps
where he did not sow.

Brethren, Jesus has so clearly described
the future that in comparing our lives by his
words we can foresee the day of judgment
and read in advance our eternal destiny.
How blessed when we can thus read our title
clear to a mansion in the skies. He that
hears Christ’s sayings and does them will
build upon the immovable rock.

Those out of the church who hear the

gospel and admit its justice and claims but
obey it not, excuse themselves on the grounds
of inability to obey Jesus and be saved. Al-
though their couscience rises against the
preaching that tells them they are as dead as
Lazarus 1 his grave, yet they rest behind
the bulwarks of their inability to do what
Christ tells them and thus contend that he
reaps where he did not sow.

T'ho last persons ment.oned in the parable
are the citizens who sent the message after
him. We will not bave this man to reign
over us. These evidently meant the Jews
who claimed to be God’s people and to speak
directly to him. After Jesus had gone from
earth to heaven they sent this insulting
message after him to God, They had wit-
nessed hig miracles, had seen his life of
infinite purity and goodness, but they desired
a murderer to be graunted to them and cruei-
fied the Holy One as a blasphemer, and now
thoy could do no more to him. Degpite their
efforts to keep bim in the grave God had
raised him from the dead and exalted him to
his right hand. They could only send a
message after him. They had no cloke for
their sin, conld obtain no mercy and were
now doomed to fall into the hands of the
living God. *Bring them forward,” says
the king, ¢ and slay them before me.”

Unconverted sinners with what party in
this parable do you stand. Jesus leaves no
neuatral ground, so that he who is not for him
is against him. You have heard over and
over again of Jesus and his love. Actions
you know speak louder than words. Have
not your actions till this hour declared that
you will not have this man to reign over you?
Will you declare it stili? Will you today
go from this house more strongly determined
to stand with the citizens with the awful
doom hovering over you? O stop and think
bofore you further go. How cun you de-
liberatoly reject one that loves you so much.
O think how he has loved you, how he lived
and died on earth to save you, and how in
heaven he has pled with his Father to spare
you and give this opportuity of hearing his
sweet inviting voice.
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Original Contribmtions,

SPRINKUING, POURING, IMMER-
SION: WHICH?

W. H. HARDING,

«If I had never beon sprinkled I would be
immersed.” ¢ What difference does it make
which way it ie done as long as water is
applied 7 “ Baptism is not a saving ordin-
ance, anyway.” ‘¢ Can all these learned men
in those churches which do not believe in
nor practice immersion bo mistaken ?”

These, and other objections hke them, aro
made to meet the arguments of those who
contend that immersion is the “one baptism”
now abiding in the church. One would
think thuat Christ had not given us a complete
plan of salvation, but had left a part for
fallible man to complete to suit himself.
Jesus said, ““All power (authority) is given
unto me in heaven and on earth, go ye there-
fore, and make disciples of all the unations,
baptizing them into the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.”
(Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, R. V.) TFrom this we
learn : 1st. That baptism is a command.
20d. That it was given by divine authority.
Tnerefore baptism is a divine command.

The question before us is this : What did
Christ mean by ‘“ baptism ?” Ie tells us to
*¢ believe,” to  ‘‘ repent,” to ‘ confess,” to
“ pray,” to ‘‘love,” and many other things
about which there is no dispute.

Had the Greek word baptizo been translated
even as truly as pisteno (believe), metanoeo
(repent), Lomologeo (confess), proseuchomai
(pray), agapao (love), there would not be any
difficulty in knowing what to do for baptism.
These are all reguiar verbs and capable of
being translated. Had baptizo been trans-
lated, as it should have been, we would have
had ““ to immerse ” from it, as we have *“to
love” from agapao; ‘‘to believe” from
pisteno, etc. This point should be strongly
emphasized as it lays at the root of the mat-
ter. It will not do to say that it is not a
matter of yery great importance ; for baptism
is mentioned about seventy times in the
New Testament. Preach the gospel is the
order to the church ; obey the gospel is the
order to the sinner, and baptism is a part of
that obedicnce. Never wiil it do to say that
one way is as good as another, for you do not
know whether it is or not.

When Chnist gave the command ** to bap-
tize ” he did not coin a word {or the occasion
but employed a word in common use, and
everybody in that day knew what he meant.
In a work on baptism, recently published, 1
find the following from a learned doctor

writing from Athens, Greece : “ I found that
all churches in Greece—the Presbyteriansin-
cluded—are compelled to immerse candidates
for baptism, for, as one of the professors
remarked, the commonest day-luborer under-
stands nothing else for daptizo but immer-
gion.” As Christ commanded a specific act
to be performed, is it not dangerous for any
mau, or body of men, to snbstitute somet}{m%
else in its place? In these days of ‘“‘charity

we may in onr eagerncss for a standing over-

shoot the mark, We need to earnestly con-
tend for tro faith onco dolivered to the
gaints, aud while onr hoarts are filled with
lovo and good will to all let ns build on the
sohd foundation, ¢ One Lord, one faith, one
baptism.” Christ will be our Lord, faith in
him as the Son of the living God, our faith,
immersgion in water into the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit tho one baptism.
But more anon.

“WE KNOW”

T. 1f. BLENUS,

It is the privilege of all Christians to have
ablessed nssurance. Thero is a joyousliberty

and freedom for the saints of God. It is
blessed to be able to say, ¢ For me to live is
Christ and to die is gain.”  Who can feel safo
short of this knowledge ? 'Chis is a life of

peril. It is a scene of constant strife and
watching. The allurements of the world are
around us. We have to meot the shrewdness

and the ¢ well-circumstanced ” temptations
of Satan so long ag we remain in the ficsh.
The infirmities of our human nature are upon
us. The pains of discase lay hold of us. We
have to stand by the graves of our withered
and lost hopes. The cold and chilling storms
of adversity and disappointment beat upon
us  Separation by death comes. Family ties
are radely severed. Children and parents
and companions are torn asunder by the
destroyer. Graveyards snd tombstones are
in every neighborhood. IIabiliments of
mourning meet us on every hand. Hearts—
loving heartz—are smitten and in nearly
every home on earth isa vacant chair. How
rapidly and suddenly do these earthly homes
fall, and how we tremble as we look over the
wrecks around us and the query comes, who
shall repair this desolation and ruin ?

In answering this all-imporlant query we
must turn to him who said to the sorrowing
ones, ‘I am the resurrection and the life, he
that believeth in me though he were dead
yet shall be live again.” However dark and
threatening the storm that comes down upon
our paths, faith discerns the silver lining,
indicating the light and glory beyond. For
though sin surrounds and temptations assail
us ; infirmities and discase may fal: to our
lot, and, passing away, be written upon every-
thing coming within the range of our vision,
while hke antumn leaves we are thrown over
the face of the earth, yet the finger of God
comes ont and inscribes in characters of liv-
ing light and trath upon the threatening
skies as they grow brighter before the vision
of faith— ¢ For we know that if our earthly
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we

have & building of God, an house not made
with bands, eternal in the heavens,” There
we can lay up our treasures and there our
hearts can be also. God is the architect of
that bwlding, His resources are infinite.
The hand of power shali never bar its gates
against the heirs of the kingdom. The
streets are far beyond the floods of time, nor
shall the pall of gloom and decay ever settle
upon that scene.
«And then for joy we’ll fold our wings

And loud the lovely sonnet sing—
We’ro safo at home.”

LIPE OF WILLIAM CAREY,

NELLIE A. JOHNSTON.

——

William Carey is called ¢ The Father and
Founder of Modorn Missionse.” He was born
in Paulerspury, England, on tho 17th of
August, 1761, his father being at that timo
a journeyman ‘‘tammy” weaver, living in
an humblo cottage. As aboy he was marked
by that resolute perseverance which was so
conspicuous a characteristic in after life.

At the age of fourleen ho began working
at the shoomaking trade. A few years later
o small church was formed, and at some of
the meetings he would speak aud eviuintly
with the approbation of his fellow-members.
On August 10th, 1785, he was called to the
work of the ministry, and sent out by the
church to preach the gospel wherever God in
his providence might call him. In 1787 he
was ordained and became pastor of the Bup-
tist Church at Moulton, where ho had been
nreaching for more than a year on approba-
tion. As he received only £15 per year, he
was compelled to resume his trade a3 shoe-
maker to help support his family, By this
time his mind and heart were becoming
engrossed with the great missionary idea. In
April 1789, he accepted a call to the Harvey
Lane Church at Leicester, which, while
giving him many advantages, did not ma-
terially increase his income, and be was com-
pelled to teach school as well.

In 1791 and 1792, missionary meetings
were held and Carey offered his services to go
to india; and Mr. Thomas, who had gone
there ia 1783, and had now returned, was to
accompany him. Oa Juame 13, 1793, the
missionaries and their families started and,
after oncountering severe storms, arrived in
Calcutta on the 9:h of November, the voyage
having taken five monthe, The time on
board ship was spent by Carey in studying
the Bengalee language.

On reaching Culcutta, they moved ou to a
place called Bandel which, however, afforded
no facility for their missionary purposes, so
they returned to Calcutta after staying a
short time at a place called Nuddea. Thomas
vesnwed his practice as doctor, and Carey
ubtained the use of a miserable garden house.
The trials which he now endured were mauny
and bitter. In no period bad he been brought
to such straits as this. During this time he
was studying hard that he might acquire the
language of the people. After a time he re-
moved to the jungle-land and had a but
erected, but soon got an opening along with
Mr. Thomay, in Mudnabatty, as manager of
an indigo factory, which afforded him amplo
time for carrying oun his imssion work, beside
placing him 1 comfortable circuamstauces.
He continued in Mudnabatty until the fac-
tory closed in 1799.

On the 10th of January, 1800, Carey and
his wife and four children removed to
Serambore where four othor missionaries had
arrived, and this place for many years was to
be the scene of missions, they having bought
a house there. Shortly after the four mis-
sionaries arrived, two were romoved by doath,
as was also a Mr. Fountain, who was with
Carey. The missionaries and their famihes
lived together in one large house and cne of




their resolutions was that no one of them
should engnage in private trade, but that all
bo done for the bonefit of the mission. Thne
name of the first Hindoo convert was Krishna
Pal, a carpenter by trade., 1le was baptized
ou December 28th, 1800,

Oa the 7th of February, 1801, Carey’s

translation of the New Testament was pub-
lished, and Carey was thon working vu the
translation of the Old Testament.
. Curey was then appointed a professorship
in the Government College at Fort Wilham,
ot a salary of £1500 per year, all of which he
gave to the mission except a small sum of
about £40 which he nceded for his family.
Carey held s position as professor until
1830, within four years of s death.

Every hour of every day of the weok seoms
to have been occupied either with trauslating
or proof-reading, compilation of grammars or
dictionaries in the many different languages
he had studied, lecturing or preaching. The
firat reform which he helped to effect was the
prohibition of the sacrifice of children. An-
other dreadful practice which he used his
most determined efforts to abolish was the
immolation of widows on the burning pyre
of their dead husbands.

For forty-one years Carey was spuared to
labor for the good of Indw. Ie never ro-
turned to England. In 1823, ke was taken
sick with a fever which brought him to the
brink of the grave, and from which he never
appears to have fully recovered. His chief
desire, after his health faled him, was to
complete the last revision of the Bengalee
version, which work he had strength sufficient
to accomplish,

Oq the 9th of June, 1834, in the 73¢d year
of his age, his spirit passed away to the
Saviour whom he so entirely trusted and had
so long and devotedly served. His remains
were laid to rest in the graveyard belonging
to the Mission.

WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?

——

ALBERTA M'PHKE.

—

‘I believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son
of the living God.” What mean these words
so solemuly repeated ? Why this confusion
in the presence of our fellows. What think
ye of Christ ? What is this Nazerene more
than his brethren ?  More than other men ?
What meaneth the term—The Only Begotten
Son of God ?

What is the test of sonship ? By the law
of conformity to type I recognize Jesns as the
Son of God. He islike God in his character.
“ @od is love.” *¢ Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends.” “ God so loved the world that
he gave his Son.” ¢ While we were yet sin-
ners Christ died for us.” Herein is love.
Not to get, or have, or keep, buta mastering
longing fo give. 'I'hat man who sces himself
ag others gee him, who has founéd in his own
nature the deep-rooted weeds of selfishness,
will recognize the Christ. This utter self-
forgetfulness, this man whose love is ““ strong
as death,"” is not of our type. Iic is of God.

But why do we call bim Saviour? What

means this word? ‘Che word has in it three
ideas. Some one to be saved, something to
be saved from, some one to save. ¢ The

Saviour of men.” Christ saves men. From
what? Irom death. When? Now. lHow?

By giving efernal life. Ho does not save
from physical death, but he takes away the
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fear of physical death. 'l'o the Christian ] evidence ia bofore them, than by judging the

physical death s but transition.

saves wen from spiritual death
dead in sin, lost in ignorance.
lifa << This is eternal life fo &now God and
Jesus Christ.” This salvatior is not alone

Christ gives ! astheir own jundgments.

Buat Christ 1 case through evidence obtained from sonrces
Men are | just as hiable, if vot more so, to be erroneous

Our judicial tribu
nals, therefore, will require the prodpct\on of
primary evidenco where it is possible, and

m the dim future after death, an escaping ) secondary evidenco will be admitted only

from hell, but knowledge of God kere. now.

God is love and love is self-forgetfulness. { adducing the former.

when reasonable grounds are given for not
Indeed this rule is

““ Whosoever will save his life shall lose 1t ; | carried to such an extent, in particnlar cases,
but whosoever will lose his life for my sake | that secondary,—for example, certain kinds

the same shall save il.” Self-forgetfulness.
“ Christ made himself of no reputation.”
What think ye of Christ. I think that Christ
can save men by teaching them how to love
a3 Qod loves, even to self-forgetfulness,
*“ Thisg is eternal life to know God.”—¢* (3od
is love.”

CHRISTIAN BIGOTRY.

0 B, STOCKFORD,

1L

In the last 1ssue of Tk Curistian I deelt
with “*bigotry” as understood by some of those
who charge us with it.  We have only to refer
to the definitions of the word given by any
standard dictionary to find that bigotry does
not consist, as these people would have uns
believe, in denouucing as wrong that whieh is
opposed to a person’s konest conviction.
Bigotry has been defined as meaning *“ a blind
or perverse attachment to a particular ereed
or to certain tenets; obstinate or unreason-
able attachment to a partienlar creed, opinion
practice, ritual or party organizstion; in.
tolerance of tho views of others,”

Having argued that an expression of a
person’s hones! conviction is not only not
bigotry but a commendable act, I wish now
to examine the real acensation. I will con-
gider it under the following heads: (1) Have
we 1nvestigated the proper source of Christian
belief 7 (2) Tave we examined that source
free from prejudice ? (3) Are we willing to
investigate the views of others and honestly
compare them with the source of truth ? (4)
IHow do our teaching and practice generally
correspond with the interpretation of God’s
Word by candid Bible students ? The ground
covered by these questions will be suflicient
to answer a charge of bigotry preferred against
us in connection with our religious belief.
These questions, for want of space, can only
be discussed bricfly.

(1) Ilave we investigaled the proper source
of Christian belief? It is a rule of the law
of our country that, in the judicial inquiry
into uny question, scconuary evidence of any
matter to be adjudicated uwpon cannot be
given when primary evidence of it can be
produced. The reason for this rule may be
readily seen by those who search for it. The

more mediums evidence passes throngh, the
more likely it is to deviate from true facts of
the case. IFor instance, there can be no mis-
take as to the contonts of a docament if the
conrt has the instrument before it; but a
perfectly trnstworthy man’s testimony as to
what the same document contains may be

nnre'iable because of defect in wmemory or | heléef,

of hearsay evidonce-—is held inadmissable
even where primary evidence can not be ob-
tained, ‘The law declares the original
evidence or the nearest spproach to it that
can be obtuined, the dest evidence.

This practical, common senso rule might
with profiv be adopted by Christians when
searching for a firm foundation for their
religious beliefs. Al Christians will admit
that the Bible is the source from which we
must obtain all knowledge of God’s will con-

cerning man. Where access to the Bible can
| be had, 1t must eventvally be consulted for
[ evidence of God’s will. Even conscience cun
| not excuse our actions when by consulting
God’s Word we may know the truth. It
follows then that the person who studies the
Word without the use of uninspired writing
or teaching, will come noarer the truth than
i if he exerted the same xmount of diligence in
considering some secondary evidence of it.

How do the Disciples of Christ stand this,
test ¥ No people that I know of rely more
exclusively oo the Bible for what they teach
and practice than we do. While the great
f majoriey of the Christian bodies rely partly
on *“secondary ” evidence for a knowledge of
the trath, the Disciples of Christ allow
neither creed, traditions of men, nor any
fallible guide to come between them and the
Bible. If asked for our anthority for any
practice that prevails among us we refer to
the great fountain head of Chrnstian know-
ledge - the Bible; and are willing to stand a
comparison between our usages and its teach-
ing.  On the other hand many of those who
accuse us of being blind and wnreasonable
respecting the trath. exemine it themselves
through colored lens.

(2) Llave we examined the original source
of our evidence free from prejudice? This
question, from its nature, 18 not so easily an-
swered as the first ; tor, being a bent of the
mind in some direction, it may not always
be apparent to outsiders. It will generally
show 1tself to others in some form or forms,
however, and some of these I will examine
slightly,.  The reliunce placed in God’s
Word, referred to above, is one of the best
proofs obtainable that we have not prejudged
the Word. This fact shows at least honesty
on our behalf in searching for the truth. ‘The
readiness with which onr people appeal to the
Word of God as containing the defense of
what we teach and as the eud of all contro-
versy, is evidence that we are pot afraid of
our teaching and practice being brought to
the light, as most prejudiced people are re-
specting theirs. A biased person is generally
not very ready to place the views of others on
an equal footing with his own nor to make
any comparison whatever. .

(3) dre we willing o investigale the views
of others and honestly compare them with the
cource of Truth 2 1think this question must
be answered in the affirmative. The Disciples
of Christ havo always shown a disposition to
know and practice the truth ; and do not seek
to have the Bible conform to any particular
Being thus uufettered by any belief

because he had not examined certain expres- | and desiring to know the truth we are not

sions very closelv. Kven in acase where the
courts are open to error they are more likely
to come nearer the truth when the original

only willing but desirous of comparing the
views of others with the truth, as by this
means we may be aided in our search for it,
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So being bound only by the Bible wo are
placed in a better position to judge the
opinions of others in the light of the truth
than 1f we were fottered by certarn formulated
theories concerning 1it.  The willingness wich
which our leading thinkors debate with othors
regpecting differonces of belief, proves that
t}fmyuaro not afraid to fairly test the opinions
of all.

4. How do our leacking and practice
generally vorrvespond with the inlerpretalion
of God’s Word by candid Bible students ? 'L'o

furmish proof that oar teaching and practice |

are probably admitted by a greater number
of Bible students and Christian bodies as
Yeing in accord with those of the Scriptures
and the primitive church than any other
body, would make a vory good subjoct for o
separato article ; but would tauke up too much
gpace in this one. I make the statement,
however, and will suggest a fow arguments
in favor of it I feel quite confident that
those who doubt my declaration will find
that it is substantially correct if they will
examine the question closely., The interpre-
tation of the Scriptures by the Xnghsh,
Greek and even the Roman Catholicchurches
bare testimony to the fact that much of our
teaching and practice is in accord with that
of the primitive church. And where wae dis-
agree with them our position is upheld by
many protestant bidies. Our practices in
connection with the ordinaunces are probably
more in accord with the explanation of the
Scriptures by the majotity of the Bible stud-
ents than any other nterpretation rendered
respecting them.  The same, to almost as
great an extent, may be said to bo true
respecting the steps we insist upon as being
necessary to admit a caodidate into the
church and the order in which these steps
must be taken. Even the division we muke
between the law and tho gospel is being
graduslly adopted by other Bodies. Some of
our authors write of what they term the
“ distinctive peculiarit.es” of the Disciples
of Christ. It is true that we have ¢distinc-
tive peculiarities’ but the distinction to my
mind, lies more-<in what we practice than in
our interpretution of God's Word. The
great underlying principle of the Disciples
of Christ which distinguishes them from
other bodies is that they hold that no circum-
stance will warrant the slightest deviation
from the plain commands of Christ—that
the authority of Christ must be subwnitted Lo
in all things, and as & cons quence no place
whatever is to be given to the opinions and
traditions of men. My object in considering
the last question is to answer an erroncous
opinion which many seem to have, viz : that
we are practically aloue 1n our explanations
of the Holy Scriptures and as a result we are
unreasonable in our conclusions. Even if it
be granted that we are alone it would not
uecessurily follow that we are unreasouable.
But I think it does afford a very good argu-
ment in favor of the reasouableness of a
certoin contention to find that yon are
supported by a large number of sutharities,
But some one says, ** You lay too much
stress on some of Christ's commandments
and in consequence neglect others.” This
charge is not well founded: Where is the
church that supports the authority of Christ
i all points more firmly thun the Disciples
of Christ do ? It is true that we are com-
polled, at times, to give some of our Lord’s
commandments a prominence they would
not have but for the actions of other Chris-
tian bodies respecting them. If Christian
people will persist, in belittling some of the
commandments of Christ while they submit
to bis authority in others, then we have a

t
| tue former—to defend them against professed
 friends as well as avowed opponents. Tt may
; be just as important to defond all portions of
|8 bosieged city equally ; bat if a particalar
) point 18 more bitterly agsailed than any other
then a more vigurous resistance 13 necessary
there.  If professing Christians will stop
istnltifymg certain commandments of Christ
and give them all equal prominence then we
ean all unite in assailing the common foe.
When this takes place tho charch will, how-
ever, no longer be divided.

While making the above statments respect-
| ing the lovalty of the Disciples of Chnmst to
i their Lord’s anthority, I do so with humility;
knowing that we fall far short of our full
privileges,

All great men are not only men of convic-
tion but men who are not afraid to lot others
know of their conviction. Our Saviour is
our best example of this. Iespoke fearless
ly ugainst almost all the religlous teachers
of his own people; and was put to death
for so doing, Many noble martyrs have
suffered in the same way, for the same reason.
| Where a matter 18 not of vital importance the
majority’s decision for the sake of expediency
may be accepted. But in essential matters
all parties must decide for themselves. Toaid
in this decision a free expression of opinion
is valuable. He, therefore, who tries to
chioke off this expression is a tyrant, and his
conduct savors more of the dark ages thau
of the minoteenth century.

At no time has the honest expression of
conviction been more necessary than at the
present. ‘I'he movement in favor of Chris-
tian union; the willingness with which
people generally listen to religious wmatters ;
tho prevulence of higher criticism (so called)
and other reasons peculiar to our age demand
it. Let us therefore, first seek the truth,
then publish it.

dAews of tle (’}I"u_mlws:_ )

Sr. Jornn, N. B.
COBURG STREET.

It is sad to report two deathr this month, Sisters
Mrs. Robt. Christic, and Miss Dora Stockford.
These make seven we have lost by death this year.
The most we have ever lost in one year. As Bro
Stewart remarked, there must be a reason for all
these warnings and chastenings. We ought to be
more decply interested in our own and others
salvation.

A young man, Brother Miller, from Owen Sound,
Ont., who is in the employ of the C. P Railway,
was received by letter on Noveinber 29th, Heis
a fine singer and an carnest worker. This is eur
first gain from the winter port business.

Bro. Stewart visited Nauwigewauk on Novem-
bor 30th and preached to a large and attentive
audience. He intends going again when Bro.
Appel can accompany him,

On the 10th Rev. Mr. Ward, of Tremount Temple,
Boston, preached to & packed house on ‘* Re-
demption.” He is onc of the most interesting
speakers that has ever visited St. John, Ile basa
remarkable memory, can quote the passage in
Eoglish, Greek or Hebrew. He is an ongival
thinker, makes startling declarations, auvd takes
some peculiar positions in regard to the Scriptures,
He has strong faith in the Word of God, says
every time man attempted to tamper with it they
miserably faited. He said sectarianism was the
greatest hurt to Christianity, and that union
should prevail. He defied anintelligent, conscier-
cious person to read the Bible through and not be
a believer in it.

The Wide Awake Mission gave an entertainment
in our ball in Portland on the 18th, which delight-
cd everyone. The children, who were trained by
Miss Stella Payson, went through the drill splend-
{edly. Bro, Robt. Johnson arranged for and
) announced the magic lantern views, which wero
y most enjoyable. The proceeds amounted to over
twenty dollars, and will be divided among some

double duty to perform in connection with | of our funds.

J

MAIN STREET.

Two acdditions by lotter this month, one from
Coburg street aud ouc from the F. C. Baptists.

On December 3rd we received the deed of our
lot and put it on record. Bro. O. B Stockford
gave his legal services free, also contributed in cash.
As will be seen by receipts we are still $300.00
short. Several of our Coburg street brethren who
live out of the city have kindly sent us aid. They
have our hearty thauks.

On December 4th we had a social from both
churches for Bro. Appel.  Bro. Stewart gave him
a hearty welcome,  Bro, Appel suitably replied,
J. B Allan, Mrs. Gibson, Miss Hecrscy and Master
Dickson, helped entertain the company. Cake
and coffee were served. Everybody was intro-
duced and a real social evening was spent.

On November 30th eighteen ladies met with
Bro. Appel and orgunize(i’ a Ladies’ Aid society,
The ofticers arc as follows :  Mrs, Morrison, Presi-
dent; Mrs, Armstrong, Vice-President ; Miss
Purvis, Trersurer, and Miss Whelpley, Secretary.
Thoy mecet ench Monday evening. Oa the last
Monday in the month the procceds are divided
between home and foreign wissions. It is their
missionary meeting. The proceeds of the othor
meetings and the profits from their sales of needle
work will go towards the building fund.

These ladies also have a visiting committee, and
nearly cvery family connected with the Sunday
school and church have been visited, Thercisa
bright outlook for this society and much good
will be accomplished by it.

Al the teachers of our older classes have been
supplied with a copy of McGarvey on the Acts.
Probably the best book published in this most im-
portant part of the New Testament

We intend to supbly cighty of our older scholars
with the ¢ Standard Lesson Quarterly * as three-
fourths of them are not connected with the church.
Sending these quarterlics (which will give the
correct ideas in regard to these lessons on the Acts)
into so many familics who are not well posted on
our plea for a return to primitive Christianity,
will do much good to them aund will bo of great
benefit to us. This is carrying out the iden of
our good litera*ure committee.

WesTPORT AND TIVERTON, N. S.

Thanksgiving day was observed in Westport by
union services. The pastor of the Baptist church,
C. E. Pinco, and the writer together preached a
sermon. ‘The brother took the text from Ps.
90: 1, and talked for fifteen minutes vn tho past
providences of God, and the writer followed with
a fiftecn minutes talk on the present and future
providences. At night, Mr. Tingley, of Freeport.
N. 8., was to preach, but being detained, the
writer was again prevailed upon to preach, which
he did although the notice was short, He spoke
on ** National Bvils and Blessings.” This service
was held in the Baptist church., The attendance
was good, considering the weather,

Temperance sermons were recently preached at
cuch place, and now Christinas is the special line
of thought.

Mrs. Allen Outhouse, Tiverton, has been quite
sick recently, but is convalescing. Joseph Ossin-
ger, Tiverton, oue of our deacons, has been quite
poorly of late, but is recovering slowly.

The S. S. at Westport added over sixty books to
the library not long ago.

Tho brethren are getting home now from their
season’s work, and it seemns more homelike to sce
them with us again,

We wish all the readers of Tnr CHRISTIAN &
happy new year. J. W. BorToN.

December, 22nd, 1896,

GULLIVER's CovE, N. S,

Our neeting here closed Sunday cvening, Dec.
13th. We never saw worse roads nor such un-
favorable weather, The meectings were small at
first, but increased in interest and in numbers
until the house was well filled. A number walked
night after night a distance of three and four, and
some, five miles, through the mud. Such getting
to church, under difficulties, was beyond any
thing we have ever seen.

We preached thirty-seven times and made
seventy visits during the five weeks. We were
very busy preaching, praying and singing, both in
church and from house to house. We found a
hearty welcome wherever we wont. 'We had no
occasion for shaking the dust off our feet.




There were ten additions, cight by baptism, and
two otherwizo ; and the church united and deter-
mined to push the work. Wo expect to hear of
their continued success.,

Wo made our home with Bro Stanley Hines’
family, and w» never received better care and at-
tention. DBro. John Hines was in the United States,
bnt we enjoyed the hospitality of his family very
wuch,

Sister McKay and family were two miles and
more from church, but they faced the storms and
bid defiance to mud, and attended church quite
often, Our visits at their home were exceedingly
pleasant. And so were our visits at the homes of
Bro. John Cosseboon’s, John W, Cosschoon’s,
Thomas Gibbons’, John Wensell’s, and McDorm-
and's.

Bro Devoc was able to be with us but one night
on account of jll health, Ile has been successful
in completing the house of worship hore in Gulli-
ver's Cove, and we trust his labor in the future
may be greatly blessed in the continued success of
the cause here, and in lus other ficlds of labor in
this county. I, M.

December 20th, 1896,

CORNWALLIS

The work here goes smoothly on, and though
we have had rough and cold weather, cspecially
oun the Lord’s days, our mecetings have been well
attended, and a deep interest is manifest in all the
services. During the summer we held our Lord's
day cveoing meetings as well as our Wednesduy
evcning prayer meetings in the hall at the Port.
But this we cannot well do in the winter season and
keep up my appointments at my other preaching
stations on Lord’s- day afternoons, So we have
mado a pew departure for the Lord’s day evening
service, which, we believe, is going to be a success.
We have opeued a Bible class in our home at 7.30
Lord’s day evenings, which is being largely attend-
ed. The house is well arranged for such gather-
inge, and n decp interest is taken in the study of
the Scriptures. This gives mo time after the
morning service to go to my different appoint-
ments and return in time to wmcet the class at
our homo. By this arrangement [ do not have to
go out again after driving from twelve to twenty-
two miles to fill my afternoon apointments, and a
fine npportunity is given to tcach the scriptures to
qnite a large company of both young and older
people  Our Wednesday evening prayer mectings
are being held from home to home during the
winter, this we find more convenient during the
cold weather. These meetings are attended by
pearly all who live within two or three miles of the
place of meeting, nad are always iateresting.

We have much for which we should be very
thankful. God has been very gracious to us
during the year just past, for which we would eall
upon all that is within us to bless his holy name
With a prayer that God will bless the editors and
writers and readers of Tng CurisTIAN, aud that a
grand work may be done for the Master, I amas
ever, E. C. Forp.

' MoxTaqug, P B T

Our church work is moving along well consider-
ing the time of the year and the bad roads. Since
Bro. Stevenson came back to us in October, we
have had ssven baptisms.

The new parsonage 18 almost completed, and we
expect that Bro. Stevenson will move into it early
in the new year. The ludies of the church held a
social and Dazaar on December 24th, in aid of the
building fund.

Bro. Manifold is down here sick. Tle is suffer-
ing from pervous prostration and insomnia, but is
improviug.

The last number of TiE CARISTIAN was fine.
The paper is a great belp to the brethren in the
provinces, I wish it was larger and can}g otheSncr.

CHARLOTTETOWN, P, I. I,

The audiences a:e still increasing and the inter-
est in all departents of charch work is deepening,
On November 20th, one young man made the good
confession, and was baptized by Bro. Emery the
following Sunday evening. This is the first by
faith and obedience, and together with those by
Jetter and statement, makes nine added to the
the church since my coming here,

CHRISTIAN.
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A specinl service in connection with the Sunday
school, held on November 29, was a great success.
Instead of the usual exercises, songs, choruses,
1ecitations, were given by the children and some
of the older scholars  ¢¢ The Necessity of System-
atic Bible Study,” was the subject of Bro. Wm,
Ilarris’ address, and the writer apoko on ‘¢ 'The

Relation of tho Teacher to the Scholar,” Au
unusually large aundience was present. The
superintendont, Bro. L. W. Harris, and the

committec are to be congratulated on the success
that crowned thoir efforts

This finds me at Montague, the doctor having
ordered a chango and a complete rest for the next
few weeks. Bro. O. B. Kmery at my request,
kindly consented to till the pulpit on Lord's day
evenings The brethren and sisters, both young
and old, have expressed their sympathy during my
sickness in a very marked manner, for which I
feel greetly cheered and strengthened

I am staying at the bome of Bro and Sister J.
A. Stewart, who, together with Bro. Rufus Steven-
son, are doing all in their power to make me well.

Decembor 20th, 1896, Gro. MaNIFoLD.

SuMMERSIDE, P. E. 1.

Our work here still continues encouraging. Our
Sunday school work brightens, aud is taking a
new impetus, Sister C. G Beattie still continues
to lead in this department of work. She is uatir-
ing and undivided iu effort and attention to the
work ; these are the kind of workers God requires
in his vincyard, In the Sunday school cevery clasy
except one, is conducted by our sistess,

The mission spirit is by no means small here.
Another of our noble ‘ Sunbeam?” band has
brought her card with all the holes punched, aud
one hundred cents to prove it. This time it is
Debby Linkletter, the bright little daughter of
Sister Monty Linkletter.

The Y. P. S. C. E. is receiving fresh momentum
of Inte, several new members having taken their
stand in the society work,

My last visit to Tignish was a pleasant onc.
Our Sunday services were well attended, and we
ell enjoyed the blessings of our heavenly Father,

On Wedaoesday evoning, December 9th, we met
at the house of our well known and much esteemed

brother, Archie Haywood, to participate in the
marriage of his daughter, Miss Bertie, to Mr.
George Hardey. We all enjoyed ourselves, and
launched the fair young couple on life's sea for a
pleusant voyage.

Oan the night of the 11th, another surprise
occurried, at the home of Sister Benjomin Hay-
wood. The friends began to gather, I could not
imagine what was being planned. I soon learned,
bowever, that a donation for the preacher was
purposed. Many fricunds of the Qenominations
came and brought tokens of good will and Chris-
tian recognition. Bro. Perley IInywood presided
at the piano, and the music was excellent An
interesting dinlogue was given to the delight of
all, The proceeds of the evening, amounting to
thirty-six dollars, were presented to the writer by
Sister Benjamin Haywood, in a kind, Christian
address. H. E. Cooke,

Decembor 21st, 1896,

OLIVER B. STOCKFORD, B, C.L.

Barrister-at-Law,
Conveyancer,
Notary Publie, ete.
Money to loan on Freehold Property.

OFFICE :
RITCHIE'S BUILDING, ST. JOHN, N, B.

AVENTS TOR THE CHRISTIAN.

MRS. PETER CHING, Little Harbour, P. L. 1. of
Lots 46 and 47.

MRS 0. M. PACKARD, 333 West 67th Streot, N.Y
W. R. MoEWEN, Milton, N. 8.

JAS. W, KENNEDY, Southport, P, 1, I,

MAJOR LINKLETTER, Summerside, P. I, I.
ROBT, DEWAR, New Perth, P. E, I.

W. W, BOVYELR, Charlottetown, P, I, I,

J. F. BAKER, Ncrth Jako, P. E. L.

PETER A. DEWAR, Montaguo, P, E., I,
KENDRICK OUTHOUSE, Tivorton & Frevport, N.S
GEORGY. BOWERS, Westport, N, S.

D. . LAMBERT, Lord’s Covo, Deor Island, N, R,
MRS. I‘(f' Ié CONLEY. Jn., Leonardville, Deor Island

JOHN W, WAT.LACE, Shubonacadie,

ISRAEL €. CUSHING, Kempt, N. S.

W. J. MESSERVEY, Halifax, N. S.

GRACE WILSON, Burtt's Corner, York Co., N, B.

More names will be added «as they are appointed

“ Nothing Like Leather.”

73 Germain Street, St. John, N B,

IMPORTRRS AND DKALKRS OF

French Calf Skins,

FRENCH FTRONTS AND KID SKINS
English Fitted Uppers, English Kip,
SOLE LEATHER, UPPER LEATHER, LINING SKIN
And all kinds of KIT and FINDINGS usually kop
in a fully stocked husiness, Wholesale and Retail,
3~0rders Solicited and Carefully attended to

MONT. McDONALD
Barrister & Attorney-at-Law,

OFFIOE :
BARNHILL'S BUILDING, PRINCESS STREET
SAINT JOHN, N. B,

WHOLESALB FISH DEALERS,

ST. JOIN, NEW BRUNSWICK,

BRANCH £99 COMMISSIONEXS §T, MOWTRYAL,
Cackers of Boneless and Prepared Fish,

Pure Boneless Cod, Finnan Haddies, and Scaled Her-
cings, are our leading lines Dry and Green Cod; also
Frozen Xish in Seuson.

V. F, LEONARD,

C. H. LEoNARD,
Bontreal,

St. Jokn, N. B,

Good Words from
0Old Students.

(No. )
s s * Tho Mathematical Training alono I consider to be
worth more tha the cost of thoe whole course, — E, B. Joxks,
Head Bookkerper for Maunchester, Robertgon & Alifson.

Nuw ig the time to enter. Time lost
Christmas week i3 made up to the studenc,.

Send for our catalogue, containing terms,
courges of study, ete.; also for circulars of
the Isaac Pitman Shorthand.

S. KERR & SON,
0dd Fellows Hall, St. John, N. B.



