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““The Lord’s Supper
GEO. H.

made of several materials and in many designs includ
Send for yull partienlars and cata he "
takes on a new dignity and beauty by the use of the Individual Cup."—J. K. Wisoy, D.D,
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EHK.D.C.DYSPEPSIA

FOR OVER SIXTY YEARS
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Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup
has been used for children while teething.
It soothes the child, softens the gums and
allays all pain, cures wind, colie, regulates
and is the best
wenty-five cents
Sold by all druggists throughout
the world,

the stomach and bowels.
remedy for diarrheea, T
a boltle.d

Sunday School Lesson Helps
for 1905

Indispensable for Teacher and Bible Class Scholar

Select Notes. A Commentary on
national Lessons for 1905. Hy Re
Peloubet, D.D., and Ainos R, Weils, M. A. sL10

The Illustrative Lesson Notes. A zuide
to the study of the International 8.8, Lessons,

the Inter
ev. F. N

Net 3 ’

Mond% Club Sermons on Lessons
for 1905

The Golden Text Booklet. The Inter.
national 8.8, Lessons and Bible Readings for every
day in r; als about the Bible and
other important subjects, 3¢, each : per doz.. S

A concise ex

1

The Gist of the Lessons.
position of International 8. 8, Lessons, Leather
A Hairmony of the Gospels. By W, II.
A Dictionary of the Bible. Courisii

Withrow, D.D,
its Autiquities, Biography, Geography, Natural
History, ete. By

Smith and Peloubet

Life of Christ. By F. W, Faraar. 500, and
- (i By Geikie Abds
1 By Edersheim (2 vols,) 200
“ " By James Stalker.. .. ... 0
Life and quhz of Men. Exposition of
Joh i. By Rev. F. B, Meyer
Whedon's Commentary fop Luke
and John S FEnid i 150
Whedon's Commentary for Isalah = 200
= “ " Ezekiel

and '?.nlg'l‘ S A h
neh on the Miracles of Qur L.
The Miraculous Element in iﬁg

Gospels. By A. B. Bruce ; 0
Eho“hlrno}:so!(?urcl.opd. Prof. Laidlaw
atthew Henry's Commenta;
A:'ih. E(I’-nltlnﬁ Bl%le (6 vols,)., s .50
am arke's Commen
Entire Bible. (i vols, . oY o0 the

il
Excepting the last two, carriage is included in the

stated price.
WILLIAM BRIGGS
29-33 Richmond St. West, TORONTO
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‘Deafness and
Catarrh Cured

By No Method Until“Actina” Was Discovered

Ninety-tive per cent all

ness
esull of chronic
the throat and middle ear. The ain
assages  become  clogged

y catarrhal deposits, stop
ing the action of the vibra
tory bones. Until »
deposits are remove
is impossible ar
cannot be reached by probing
or spraying, hence the inabil-
ity of anurists or physicians to
always give reli T

brought to our attention is the
cutarrh of

pa

deafness and
onstrated evel
treatment.

day by the

**Actina” The
vapor current generated by
“Actina” passes through
the Kustac tubes into
the middle ear, removing
“the catarrl obstructions
as it passes through the

tubes, and loosens up the
bones (hammer, anvil and
stirrup) in the inner ear, making them respond to
the slightest vibration of sound. “Actina” has
never failed to stop ringing noises in the head.
We have known people troubled with this
distressing symptom for years to be completely
cured in three weeks by this wonderful invention,
" Actina” also cuves la grippe, asthma, hronchitis,
sore throat, weak lungs, colds and headache ;
all of which are directly or indirectly due to
catarrh,  * Actina sent on trial, postpaid.
Write us about your ease We will give free
advice ard positive proof of cures. A valuable
hook—Professor Wilson's 100 page Dictionary of
Disease, Free. Address: New York and London
Electric Association, Dept, 460, 920 Walnut Street,
Kansas City, Mo,

SPECIAL BIBLES

For Sunday School Prizes

Pearl type, cloth, red edges, special, 25¢, each ;
by mail, 30c. French moroeco, gilt edges, special,
35¢. each; by mail, 10¢, Quactities may be sent
cheaper by express,

WILLIAM BRICCS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO
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The Child in the Midst.

BY CHAS, H. BATTEY,

A little child amongst them all
Looked wistful at the throng :
He heard the Saviour’s gentle call
And felt the expectant silence fall

On voices rising strong.

A hand grasped his, a look bespoke

A child’s calm wonderment,
And latent thoughts within him woke,
And silver sounds of being broke

The stillness of his heart’s white tent,

He noted not what words were said,
Nor saw the eyes bent on him there,
That almost scorched his flaxen head,—
He only looked above and read
The one who had him in His care,

The crowd pressed round and heard
Him say,
“ Who would be great must be as this,—
This little child who here to-day
I took from other boys at play:
Of such as these the Reign of Bliss.”

Some shook their heads as doubting why
The Master fancied so a child;
Yonder the great High Priest went by,
A pious Pharisee drew nigh
With holy garments undefiled.

To play again the boy returned,

But wistful fancies backward cast;
His heart within him ever yearned,
And round about that day discerned

A glowing halo in the past.

JANUARY,

1905

No years might dim that sacred touch,
Like fire upon his flaxen head;
And time but cleared the words of much
Deep mystery; “ Of such—of such
God’s kingdom.” Thus he said.

Until, a gray-haired man, he knew
The halo of that day within,

Nor passed the vision from his view.

True to the voice that spake him true,
He guileless lived, and saw not sin,

The Year’s Best Gift,

The fire was bright; the night was drear,
We sat and praised the parting year.

One guest gave thanks for added wealth,
And ons for quick return to bealth,

The aged father told with oy,
The coming of his absent boy.

“ A gladsome year!” the brother cried,
And smiled upon his rosy bride,

“Ah, yes!” the sister said, and pressed
Her infant closer to her breast.

“It was a glorious year, in truth,
I gained my ‘sheepskin’!” cried the
youth,

The patient mother gently sighed,
And breathed the name of one who died;

Then softly said, “To her was given
The year's best gift, for she has heaven,”
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OUR PERIODICALS.

The best, the cheapest, the most entertaining,

the most popular, Yearly
Subseription
Christisn Guardian, weekly . ¥ 00

Methodist Magazine and Review, monthly e 200
ine and Review, and Guardian or Wesleyan,.. 2 75
Magazine and Review, Guardian and Onward 825
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly , 100
Sunday School Banner, mouthly 060
Oaward, 8pp, 4to, weckly, under 5 copies 060
5copies and upwards. ... .. ...,... 0 60
Pleasant Hours, 4pp. 4to, weekly, single copies

0 30

Less than 20 copies 085

Over 20 copies. . . 02
Sunbeam, fortni, htly, I copies ., 015

10 copies and upwards ... . ... . 012
Happy Days, fortnight ly, less than 10 015

10 copies and upwards , 012
Dew Drops, weekly ., 008

Per quarter ... 002
Berean Senior Qunner]y ....... .02
Berean ves, 100 copies per month . . 660
Berean Intermediate Quarterly v 006
Quarterly Review Service, By the year, 24 cents

A dozen ; $2 per 100. Per Quarter, 6 cents &

dozen; per100...... ........,.......... . 060

Taz Asova Prices IncrLune Posraen
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,

0. W. Coatrs, BONSO: 8. ¥, Horsmis,
2176 St. Catherine 8t., Meth. Book Room,

Montreal, Que, Halifax, N.8,
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A Step Forward.

UR readers, we are sure, will be
O pleased with the marked improve-
ments in the Lesson Notes in this
and succeeding numbers of The Sunday
School Banner., They are much more
full and helpful to tie teacher than any
that we have ever published before. In-
deed, so full are they—and there being
five Sundays in January—that our edi-
torial department is almost entirely
crowded out.  We shall have more room
in succeeding numbers, and will seek to
maintain this department in full effi-
ciency. The litile crudenesses in the
arrangements of this number will, we
trust, be overcome in future issues. The
portraits of some of the contributors to
our lesson helps will be appreciated by
our readers.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

The Methodist Magazine and Review
for December,

This number completes the sixtieth
volume and thirtieth year of this family
magazine, by far the oldest in Canada.
It abounds in articles of interest, as
“ Canterbury and Its Memories,” “ From
the Andes to the Sea,” ‘“ Dante,” by the
late Dean Farrar, and other well illus-
trated papers. Quite a Christmas flavor
is given by clever Christmas stories,
boems and pictures. With the January
number this magazine will appear in en-
larged and improved form. Its pro-
gramme for the year g particularly
strong in illustrated articles on Canada,
its extent and resources, industries and
public men; also in papers on religious
and social progress, character studies,
popular sci , the ro of missions,
serial and short stories by popular
writers. The November and December
numbers are given free to new sub-
scribers,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax: §. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year ; $1.00 for six months,

Book Notice.

“The Bible Catechism.” The Bible Story
in Questions and Answers for Chil-
dren. By Rev. G. S, Carson, B.A.
Price, 15 cents,

We have often wished for just such a
book. It gives in brief space the car-
dinal facts about the books of the Old
and New Testaments, in the form of
questions and answers, six hundred and
eighty of them. The child who masters
these will possess a fund of invaluable
Information about the Bible and its con-
fents,

These books are all published by
The Cumberland Presbyterian Publishing
House, Nashville, Tenn,

—

The Alberta folk are taking advanced
ground in Sunday School work, They
will hold next April a provincial con-
vention at Edmonton. The keynotes are:
Organization, edu-ation, evangelization,
The Home, Normal, Temperance and So-
cial Departments are well to the front.
Rev. C. H. Huestis, M.A., is president,
Wwith a strong team of vices—vice-presi-
dents we mean,
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INTERNATIONAL 1
BIBLE LESSONS |

FIRST QUARTER : STUDIES IN THE WRITINGS OF JOHN

! LESSON I,

Christ the Life and Light of Men

[Jan. 1

{ GOLDEN TEXT. In him was life ; and the life was the light of men, John 1. 4.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
| [Read John 8, 12-30]
! John 1,1-18 [ Commit to memary verses 1-4)

1 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
' Word was with God, and the Word was God,

2 The same was in the beginning with God,

3 All things were made by him; and without
| him was not any thing made that was made,
! 4 In him was life; and the life was the light
' of men,
{ 5 And the light shineth in darkness ; and the
| darkness comprehended it not,
{ G There was a man sent from God, whose
4 name was John,
! 7 The same came for g witness, to bear wit-
| ness of the Light, that all men through him
! might believe,

8 He was not that Light,
bear witness of that Light.

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth
every man that cometh into the world,

10 He was in the world, and the world was
| made by him, and the world knew him not,

He came unto his o o, and his own re-
ceived him not,

12 But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on his name :

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
iod,

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth,

3 John bare witness of him, and cried, say-
ing, This was he of whom 1 spake, He that com-
eth after me is preferred before me : for he was
before me,

16 And of his fullness have all we received,
and grace for grace,

17 For the law was given by Mo'ses, but
L Brace and truth came by Je'sus Christ,
¥ 18 No man hath seen God at any time: the
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him,

but was sent to

it

T!ﬁe o}‘w;lfiig;—i‘r;hnbly between
A. D. 80 and 95,

Place of ertlng.—Ephosun in Asia Minor,
Home Readings
Life and Light of Men. John

M. Christ the
1. 1-18.
Tu. The Word of life, 1 John 1, 1.7,

REVISED VERsion,*

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made through him; and with-
out him was not anything made that hath been
made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the
light of men, 5 And the light shineth in the
darkness; and the darkness apprehended it not.
6 There came a man, sent from God, whose
hame was John. 7 The same came for witness,
that he might bear witness of the light, that all
might believe through him. 8 He was not the
light, but came that he might bear witness of
the light, 9 There was the true light, epen the
light which lighteth every man, coming into the
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world
was made through him, and the world knew him
not. 11 He came unto his own, and they that
were his own received him not. 12 But as many
as received him, (o them gave he the right to
become children of God, even to them that be-
lieve on his name: 13 who were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God, 14 And the Word became
flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the
Father), full of grace and truth, 15 John
beareth witness of aim, and crieth, saying, This
was he of whom I said, He that cometh after
me is become before me: for he was before me,
16 For of his fullness we all received, and grace
for grace. 17 For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. 18 No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of
the Father, he hath declared him.

W. The light of life, John 8. 12-20.
Th. Faith and life, John 5. 19-24,

F. Life by Christ. 1 John 5. 9-13.

8. Walk in the light. John 12. 35-47,
S. The light of heaven. Rev. 21, 1927,

3 ;on- Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
ns,




The Lesson Hymns v
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 70, New Canadian Hymnal, No. 342
The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, Conducted by thy hand
The Light of the world iv Jesus! Safe through another year,
ke sunshine at noon-day his glory shone in, Again, behold, we stand,
The Light of the world is Jesus ! O Lord, to worship here.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 115,

Take my life and let it be

Consecrated, Lord, to thee:

Take my moments and my days,

whe

]
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i Let them flow in ceascless praise,
| .
| The Lesson Outline
| BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, PH.D,
L. The Relation of the Word to God and to vation,” e was not generally recognized and
the World (verses 1-5). ) aceepted (verse 10),
Looking back into eleruity, with eyes and Even those who were specially chosen [the §
ears divinely quickened i fact that John Hebrews] did not as a class receive him (verse
is aware of is the Iy . MESSAG then he 11). But to those who received him he gave a
recogniz that this is Gon's MESSAC (the right and potency to become sons of God—not
Word) ; and then that it is Gon, really Gon by any sort of physical descent, but spivitually §
himself (verse 1). And lest we tail to under- (verses 12, 13). b !wrlm
stand so wonderful a statement he turns it 1L, The Incarnc ‘ion of the Word (verses strue
about and says it over again (in verse 2 14-16), 3 p | speci
I. This Word is Creator of all things, and 1. The Incarnation is vouched for by John §
this fa John also turus around aml repeats the Evangelist (verse 14). This Word (( ul, § gener
" Creator, Life, Light, Saviour) became a man, § Wor
e s Word is more than mere y Creator, and we (John the Apostle and his associates). § ploye
he is the Fountain of life of all life, watching him, saw that he was as glorious as § ,“1
3. This Word is the source of all light the only begotten Son of (God might be expected § “¢1i-n
physical, mental, and spiritual  (verse 4). to be, j:l!*‘lll
“The Light does not banish darkness ; the dark 2. The In ation is testified to by John the ! and g
ness does not overpowei the Light” (verse 5). Baptist (verse 15). | was f
. The Activity of the Word from the 3. The Incarnation is corroborated by the ex- § ]
Creation to the Incarnation (verses G-13). rience of believers (verse 14), “ I"“"!’
Coming back to things of this world, John the g Supreme Purpose of the Incarna- § son,”
Apostle calls attention to John the Prophet 7. 18). into 1
a man sent from God (verse G). This man, God was incarnated in Jesus Christ for one term
whom we know as John the Baptist, was a wit- purpose, to reveal God to humanity, Through 3§
ness of the Light (verse 7).  This statement all the ages of darkness with more or less ear- § expres
{ also is quaintly turned about and  repeated nestness men had sought God; but h;nlé tion,
(verse 8), ] never been rightly apprehended (ve ). 8 direct
The true Light, identified with the Word Even the law of Moses 1 great & 2
of God in ver « 4, 5, and with Jesus Christ could not perfectly reyeal God (v i ot
o verses 14-1 identified with God present in Divine grace and fruth (comp. verse and (
the world before Christ in ve, 10, 17) were first clearly seen in the hun; strict]
Ie came with spiritual illumination to every the Word—Jesus Christ who is in unique § God
man (\‘ol"w 9), so that every human being had  sense the Son of God (verse 18), the ‘only be- 1
opportunity to choose the hest—to reach “sgl- gotten.” throug
| is peer
The Lesson Word Studies wi
BY HENRY . MEYER, A.M., B.D, The (
Purrose or e Founrn GosPEL.—The fourth gospel presents the mature reflections of the §f _"“'r"",
apostle John, already well advanced in years, upon the character and work of Jesus as the God-man 1N W
i Jdohn’s purpose was not so much to write a connected narrative of the life of our Lord, as 1t was to present tion of
to bis readers a pen picture of that life such as wonld indelibly impress upon theip minds the great central 3 :\nd.('u
truths which the Christ had come to reveal. Tle would bring every disciple to realize that in Jesus God motion
| the Father has become aceessible to human thought and affection (love), that in Christ God has tabernacled of the
among men, revealing himself to men, teaching them, loving them, and giving himself for them, s 15 toward
{1 " rho i
| pre¢minently the gospel of Zife, of Light, and of Love, but of these only as they are manifested in Jesus g who i
Christ, who, as John shows, is of u truth the Incarnate Son of God, the Saviour of men, and to man the § ©Ver re
only Revealer of the Father, * That ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the S8on of God : and that be 3. 1
lieving ye might have life through his name** (John 20, 31), 18 the apostle’s avowed purpose in writing him-
Tue ProrLocur.—The first cighteen verses of the first chapter of this gospel constitute what 1s gen- scribed
erally called the prologue to the gospel proper, In this prologue John gives his conclusions concerning entire
the person and character of Christ in the form, as it were, of a theological proposition which he ntends to meanin

unfold and to demonstrate in the wospel itself, “eame
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Verse 1. In the beginning—That s,
when time itself began,

“in the beginning” of

all finite, temporal
existence—a  phrase
suggested  doubtless

by Gen. 1. 1.
Was—That which
already « ed when
time began cannot
itself be temporal or
finite, but must be
eternal and infinite,
The Word (Gr.

Aéyos, “logos")
The term “Locos™

signifies in  New
Testament Greek a
verbal utterance, then dj urse, speech, or in-
struction, and, when applied to God, either a
specific divine utterance or divine revelation in
gener: In Old Testament phraseology *‘the
Word” is one of tl
ployed to designate
self-manifestation 1
agent was concei
and as divine

most common terms em-
mediating agent of God's
in Hebrew thought this

of more or less as personal

Gentile circles also the term
In Greek phi

nployed in the sense of “rea-
used to explain how Deity came
into relation with the world, It was thus “a
term by which religious thought was striving to
express the idea, though with much misconcep-
tion, of an all-comprehensive, all-wise, and
divectly active revelation of God to the world"
and as such was familiar to Gentiles, Hebrew
and Christians alike. The use of the term in a
strictly personal sense to desigrate the Son of
God, Jesus Christ, as the personal divine organ,
through whom God has revealed himself to man,
is peculiar to John,

With (Gr, wpds, “pros,” toward) God-
The Greek phrase wpos Tov Oedv denotes not
merely a passive relation, not merely an abid-
ing with, but, on the contrary an active diree-
tion of the nature toward, implying intercourse
and communion.” The use of the preposition of
motion (wpds) with the Greek imperfect tense
of the verh (v) indicates that this tendency
toward God is the permanent state of the Word,
who is constantly proceeding forth from and
ever returning again to God.

3. All things were made by [“through™)]
him—TIle (the personal Word) is thus de-
scribed as being the personal medium of the
entire creative activity of God. The literal
meaning of the verh (&yévero) in this clause is
“eame into existence,” which exclndes the no-

was fam
losophy it
son,” and

ar similar sense,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER 5

tion that the worle created
already or eternally existing,

Without him
Not anything

wis from matter
Better, apart from him.

Jettor

not cven one thing,

John here uses (he strongest possible form of
emphasis, that of repetition by contradicting
the opposite, Kyery single thing whether great
or small throughout all the realms of space has

come
Word.

4. Life . .. was Light—In (the
Logos), moreover, was life, life here signifying
the divine fullness of physi rational, and
ethical energy, and the simple statement of the
evangelist implies that all manife ations of life
in the are * to his activity, But
this life in its highest form—that is, in the in-
telligence and moii! intuitions of man—makes
possible to wan o comprehension of truth and
duty, and thus illumines, thereby becoming in
avery real sense the light of men.

5. And the light shineth in darkness—
Sin has brought intellectual and moral dark-
ness into the world, and while the great light
of truth as it ix revealed in Christ still con-
tinues to shine, the darkness (the world of sin)
[“apprehended” ] —that s laid
hold of and appropriated—it not,

6. There was a man-— Rather, there arose
or came a man, in contrast *o “was” in verée 1.
The Word was from eternity ; John, the witness
to that Word as a creature, came into existence
{!ylvrro\. the verb here being the same as that
translated was mede in verse 3,

Whose name was John—John the apostle
needs not to add the official title of the fore-
runner, since in a writing of his no confugion
could arise as to which John was meant,

7. For a witness—¢lg papruplay, for testify-
ing or testimony, this being his specific mission
in life: “that all men through him (John the
Baptist) might believe,”

9. Which lighteth every man—[very
human being is endowed with some power and
capacity for discovering and understanding
truth, and this endowment—and consequenthy
the light of truth attained by means of it also

-comes from Him who is the source of all life
and light (compare verse 4 above).

10. The World (4 xéopos)—Note two dis-
tinet meanings of this expression : He was in the
world (the earth) as its creator and as its
source of life and light, and the world (the
sentient, rational portion of ereation, includ-
ing especially man) knew him not. The ereature
failed to recognize its ereator.

11. His own-—Note

into being throngh the agency of the

him

universe

comprehended

two

again

distinet
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: e came to his own (7 tBia ), his
reated world, his rightful domain, but his
own (ol tdio ), “they that were his own,” that
is, the Jewish nation, received him not. This
change in meaning is indicated in the Greek by
the change in gender, ra lSia being neuter and
ol ior being masculine,

12. Power [*“right”] to become sons
[“children” )] —The capacity to become such we
Possess as men, the right” as Christians who
believe on his name. But we become children
only by being born, and “children of God” only
by being born “from aboye” (compare John 3. 3)
of God.

14, Was made—\ore correctly, as in
Revision, became (Gr. &yévero), the sense of the
Greek here signifying that the act was voluntary
on the part of the Logos,

Flesh (odpf) —Indicating both the reality

the

[Jan, 1

and the completeness of Christ’s
ture,

Dwelt—ltet(er, tabernacled, that is, dwelt as
in a tent (Gr, {okfivaoey, from ok, a tent or
tabernacle),

16. Grace for Brace—DBetter,
grace, grace in abundance,
grace following the other,

17. The Law—The first special revelation
from God to man was given by l“lhrough"], by
means of, Muses, but the fuller and higher reve-
lation of grace and truth came by l“thraugh"],
in, Jesus Christ, the Logos, who, having now
become incarnate, is henceforth spoken of by
the names by which he is known in history,

18. In the bosom of—In constant intimate
communion with the Father, and yet at the same
time the perfect medium through whom God re-
veals himself to man,

human na-

grace upon
one manifestation of

The Lesson Exposition

BY J. 1,

Tur Ovrroog
For six months we
life of Christ :

are to survey
but this time we

again the
are to view it
through another me-

dinm  than that
through  which e

looked in the studies
of the gospels which
we took up a year
ago; and the altj-
tude of our outlook
18 higher,

First of all, we
are to look upon the

life of Christ

through the eyes of

John, the beloved

€ disciple, There was

ouly one man in the world of all his dis-
ciples who could  fully interpret Socrate
and that man wag Plato.  Other men the
were who could chronicle the events of his

life: but Plato entered into the heart of his
philosophy,  Bogy Il was the only man who
could adequately write the life of Johnson,
Others were intimate with him, and could tell
many things ahont him; but his great biog-
rapher, through years of g iation and admira-
tion that was almost worship, was able to tell
the story of his life so perfectly as to immortal-
ize at once the subject and the writer of the
I»iogrnphy. So there was just one man who
could write the fina) life of Jesus, and that man
was John, whose insight of Jo » had penetrated to
the depths of his Lord’s character and teachings,

n the second place, the height from which
We are to look on the life of Jesus in these
studies is at the altitude of hig absolute divinity,
And so the portrayal which he gives us brings

MC FARLAND, D.D,

out the loftiest aspects
and his teachings,
THe Keynore or Jous's Gospgr,
John strikes the keynote of his gospel in the
title which he applies to Christ in the opening
sentence—*the Word,” 7o John Christ was
always the revealer of God, the one through and
in whom God was declared and manifested, And
this thought lies in the title “the Word,” with
which the prologue opens, It js the office of g
word to reveal an other ise hidden thouglt of the
mind. So Christ ws the Word of God,” in the
sense that in him God perfectly revealed or ut-
tered himself. In him dwelt all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily. He was the all-inclusiye

Word into which all the contents of the divine
mind poured jtself,
THE EterNar, REVEALER

The function of Christ as the Son of God has
always been that of revealer, He was the Word
from the beginning, that is, from eternity, His
work as revealer of God did not begin with his
birth into oup humanity, but was merely con-
tinued in a ney sphere and in a new way. From
everlasting the Worq was the revealer of (loqd
to all intelligences in worlds, by what
methods and (o what extent we may not know,
And Christ will always be in all worlds and in
all ages the reyealop of God, for he will never
cease to be “the Word,”

of his nature, his works,

Curisr Tug CreATOR

“All S were made through him.” As
the author of Hebrews (1, 2) puts it, “by whom
also he made the vorlds.” And Paul (1 Cor.
8. 6) states it v strongly : “One Lorq Jesus
Christ, hy whom are gl things, and we by him.”
That is, Creator not simply of “the words,” but
of us and of aj| intelligences also, God was re-
vealed and continues to be revealed in creation,
and the Word, that became flesh, was and is

the
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and always will be the creative power of the
Godhead.  Whoever will not accept Christ as
being divine in the highest sense must part com-
pany with John at the very threshold of his
gospel.
TuE LIFE AND LIGHT OF THE WorLp

John declares that in Christ was and still is
the source of life, Life proceeded from him,
Even in its lowest forms of animal and vege-
table vitality it is an impartation from Ilim,
But particularly all spiritual life has its origin
in him. Man is a living soul because Christ the
Creator imparted his own highest life to him.
And this life, given to them in creation, is “the
light of men,” Because they have a life in them
higher than that of vegetable or animal, even
the life of spirit, they have spiritual conscious-
ness, and consciousness light. A dog has
light up to the range of the kind of life that is
in him, But that life, and so its light or con-
sciousness, is not that of the spirit. It is of
light in this inner fundamental sense that John
is speaking. It is spiritual consciousness, a
spiritual awareness, that comes by virtue of
being a spirit of the same essence as He who
created him. This tells in what sense the Word
i he light that lighteth every man that com-
eth into the world.” Every man is horn with
the life of God in him, and so with the light of
God in him. And that light fails when and to
the extent to which the life fails, This is a
primary truth that runs all lI)rqugl_l John's
zospel, and is fundamental to Christianity, The

is

order cannot be changed. It is light through
life, never life through light. That is, men may
not be illuminated or instructed into life, but
the life that is in them must be developed into
knowledge.
THE LAMP AND THE SUN

John was a lamp, not the sun; he was a re-
'ector, not a self-luminous body. Jesus said of

John (5. 35), “He was a burning and a shining
light.” But Jesus was the “light of the world,'®
the source of all lights. The two Greek words
ised express this difference, When Christ is
called “the Light,” the word used is phos, which
is light or luminosity in the most primary sense,
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But when John is called “a light,” the word is
luchnos, which means lamp or candle, John was
a great lamp—but what a little thing is that
compared with the sun! And the greatest hu-
man genius has never gone beyond that, We
measure them by the scale of candle power, But
who has measured the candle power of the sun?

AN UNRECOGNIZED LiGuT
The Word was in the world before he became
flesh, as the source of all spiritual light, Men
for the most part did not know that their
knowledge of truth was a divine illumination
within them. And when the Word became flesh
and Jesus appeared among men, his own, those
to whom in creation he had given the light of
life, did not recognize him. Even the people to
whom in preceding centuries he had made special
revelation did not recognize nor receive him.
The original word for “receive” here used has
the force of opening the door and welcoming one
into the house. Jesus was to them as a stranger

whom they shut out of their hearts,

THe GReAT Ricurs

We talk much in our civil life of *“rights.”
England’s Great Charter and our Federal Con-
stitution are declarations of fundamental civil
rights.  But we have here a statement of a
right higher than any in all charters and consti-
tutions—the right to become the ildren of
God : for John says, “As many as received him,
to them gave he the right to become the chil-
dren of God.” Not power simply, but the right.
And children, not sons ; for the New Testament
word for “son” re to a relation that may be
established by a on, while the word for
“child™ refers always to a birth relation., It is
therefore t} ht to be born into the higher
life of the spirit. The chrysalis has a right to
become the butterfly : the bulb has a right to
become the lily; the acorn has the right to be-
come an oak. And it was for the conferring of
this right upon men that the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, By the incarnation God
has been so interpreted or translated (for such
is the meaning of “declared”) that it is easier
for men to receive him.

€he Lesson Praper

Divine Word, the Revealer of God,

forbid that, coming to us,

the Light and tbe Life of men, we thank
thee for thy beloved disciple, to whom it was granted to lean upon tby bosom, and
in love's spivit and with love's understanding to interpret tby life. JBut we shall
miss tbe fine and great meaning of this last and most spiritual of the aospels,
cept we bave witbin us the light wbich springs from tby life,
we also sbould not receive thee.
18 in us be swallowed up in tbe light of thy coming,
ing ourselves of the right bestowed upon us by tbee,
birtb into the ranks and the tellowsbip of the children of God, Hmen,

er=
Wie are thine own ;
May tbe darkness that
and grant tbat, jopfully avail=
We¢ mayp enter by thbe new
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iverything great begins with God.
God L poet; creation is his poem.
That soul is dead that sheds no light,
God is the origin
of all originals,
The t  of
strength is with the
soul,

S0

The soul renews
its youth when it
beging  with  the

“Ancient of Days.”
No forward move
ment possible to
a man till he stands
for God.
very

is

enterprise
that counts out God
and ends disastrously,

begins doubtfully

Every living creature j
Creator,

The world is in shadow till the
is the soul till “the Sun of
with healing in his wing

It is as wonderful th
that it bhegan,

s proof of a living

sun rises, So
Righteousness arises

at life continues as it js
The Npirit of God is the searchlight of {he
soul.

Most men are meteors ; the trail of light they
leave soon fades,

It is not the form of
the flame,

The light of
secondary :

a lamp that counts, hut

God is primary ; man's light is

God's light is sola

i man’s light is lunar,

Your life spenks Incessantly ; your lips speak
sionally.  Your lips tell what yYou wish to
be; your life tells what you ar

To the soul that sees, everything is revelatory
of the unseen,
Srightest stars g
Darkness is
of life,
Unless there is 1
will all be dark,
A man is not af fault for
but he is at fault if he

re seen on darkest nighs,
absence of light ; death is absence

ght in the painter his picture
seeing the sun set,
never sees it rise,

One living philosopher
all the world’s dead philo:

He 'tis whose life js t
of truth,

Every creature’s
of its Creator,

sheds more light than
sophies,

ruest is the best teacher

itness is great when it tells

God
world,
To be “sent of God” is honor enough, no mat-
ter how great the task or how long the journey.
God sends us by the impulsions of our tastes,
our temperaments, onr talents.
A witless witness js worthless,
The florist’s greatest witness js of flowers ;
the astronomer’s greatest witness is of suns and
the Christian’s greatest witness is of

is still sending his witnesses over the

Christ,
The reflector is not the

ness of the light,
There is not much

phy till it points be
No man's life ha

light, but it bears wit

point to a man’s philoso
yond himself,

8 been utterly unvisited by

God's light,
Windows are to let in light, so are eyes, so
are souls; soiled windows obstruct the light, so

do soiled souls,

It is a miracle of mercy that the truest light
sometimes falls on the falsest men; history
full of testimony to that truth,

The darkest places are most in need of the
brightest Christians,

It were better to see things gradually and live
than to see them suddenly and die,

is

The wire js dead till it receives the living
lightning; so is the soul till it receives God’s
Spirit,

No music comes from the gr
receives the spirit of the great organist,

It makes a man mighty to yield himself as a
medium of might,

You may pin blossoms on
tree is still dead,

The sponge in (he se,

eat organ till it

a dead tree, but the

a s filled with the full-
ness of the sea, but al of the sea is not in the
sponge; the morning dewdrop glitters with the
fullness of the sunlight, but all of the sun is not
in the dewdrop

The whole worlq is
shuts out (
is worse th,
low us unless we

not big enough to fil) the
1od,

an useless for anybody to fol
follow Christ,

God shie
fleshly screens,

We shall know (he whole
wholly true, Jesus said, “] have many things
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now,"

God gives s crumbs now, Je will give us
loaves when we are larger. He is always ready
to give us as much as we are ready to take,

We may be as sure of certain unseen things

lds the son) from excessive light by

truth when we are
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We are as
sure of the wind that we feel as we are of the
cloud that we see.  Wo are ax sure of the music
that we hear as we are of the music an that we

see.  We are as sure of the flower's invisibla
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fragrance as we are of the visible flower.
poem that we see makes us sure of the poet
whom we do not see, Apt assures us of the
artist.  The visible creation makes known the
invisible Creator,

'I'h«'

Lesson Heart Talks

BY MRS, J.

Last Sunday we heard the Christmas bells,
Out of the darkness of

Judah, neross the stormy
sky of Israel, the ra-
dinnce of the Day-
ftar - shone,  Light
and life take the
place of darkness and
death. It is sweet to
begin the new year
with Jesus; to have
his light shining up-
on us, and his life in
our hearts,

Have you watehed
the morning break
over the hills? Al
things lie in shadow ;

field, river, tree, look dark and uncer n,
while in the east there is only the faint-
est promise of dawn, As the light ad-
vances  dim  outlines  grow distinet,  the
shadows creep  from (he landscape  hiding

close under the hills, Mysteries of darkness un-
fold in beauty in the growing radiance until at
noontide even the shadows under the hills dis-
appear in the bright shining of (he sun,  So it
is with the world of humanity as the knowledge
of Jesus spreads over the earth.  Doubts, fears,
questionings, fly like shadows of night when we
see Jesus, hear what he SAVS, and consider al)
problems in the light of his teaching and espe-
cially in the light of his presence with us,  He
is our light upon sin, sorrow, anxiety, and upon
the unknown future,

The search for God, dumb and undefined in
many human hearts, is satistied only when the
soul finds him as he is rovenled in Jesus, In
the beginning God said, “ILot there be light,”
and light was, A little gipl once said, with
childlike wisdom, “I think it was wise in God
to make the light first so that he conld see to
make all the other (hing It is wise for us
to get the true light in our minds and hearts so
that we can see God, see ourselves, see how to
live in this world and find the steaight path to
heaven.  “God who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness hath shined in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ,”  When

H. KNOWLES
this knowledge so shines in our hearts it shines
from our faces to lead others to the same know!
edge,

It is blessed, indeed, to reflect
Jesus for those who n

the light of
eed him so much! There
Was once a young woman who had set her heart
upon being a foreign missionary.  She fitted
herself in every way for this chosen work, t
just when she expected to 20 her mother died,
and it was clearly her duty to stay at home and
care for the younger members of the family.
She took up her new duties faithfully, but not

cheerfully. It seemed to her a strange and
almost cruel thwarting of her life purpose. The
disappointment was evident in her face, One

day, as she told her pastor of her unhappiness,
he said, “Yon wished to be g foreign missionary
in order to extend the knowledge of your God,
did you not? “Yes,” she answered, “Well,
Agnes,” he said, “look at vour face in this mir-
ror, child. Do you think that look of discontent
which you always wear nowadays would recom-
mend your God to anybody who did not know
him?" “Do 1 really show py rebellion in my
face?” she asked. “Yes, you do, because it is in
your heart.” No one can give the light of the
knowledge of God to others, at home or far
away, unless it is in the face of Jesus in the
heart. e said, “I came not to do mine own
will, but the will of him that sent me,

Sudden light blazing from an electric lamp in
a dark street revealed g w oman lying on a door-
step, disheveled, shameless, lost to all human
hope of restoration. It seemed a pitiless revela-
tion. Rather let the darkness hide her. But
that revealing light was the safety of others

passing that way, * very one that hateth evil
cometh to the light.”

Jesus is the revealer and
the Saviour from sin. Years ago a sailor com-
ing up the bay of New York saw the setting
sun make radiant the eross on rinity Church
steeple.  “T did not think about a church or any-
thing T had ever seen before,” he said. “1 Just
felt as if we had come out of a big storm into
a safe port.” Out of worse dangers and fiercer
storms the lighted cross of Jesus welcomes to
peace and shelter every tempest-tossed and
weary heart. “Come unto me, and T will give
vou rest,”
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The Lesson in Literature and Art
BY PROFESSOR FRANK (. LU('K\V“UD, PH.D,

Verses 1, 2,
work,

If we will first set reason at
and believe ne more than we can compre-
hend, this will hinder
faith ; butif, after we
have assented to £0s-
pel we
set reason at work,
this will help faith.—
Pascal,

Verse 4. Thereis
nothing in the world’s
history to compare
with the phenomena
which is presented by
the unworn fresh.
ness of Jesus Christ
after all these cen-
turies. Allother men,
and shining theijp light, flicker
out into extinction, Ang but for a seq-
son can the world rejoice in any of their beams,
But this Josus dominates the ages, and js as
fresh to-day, in spite of all that men say, as he
was eighteen centuries ago.—Jlan Maclaren,

Verses 1-6.

Strong Son of God, immortal Loye,

Whom we that have not seen thy face,
By faith, and faith alone,
18 where we cannof

exquisite harmonies

Verse 12,
produce poets ;
nor able orators;
mysteries,

come as I am, for |
has conquered me;
charmer lures out

den reptile

Verse 14,

however burning

and die More strong

And those

embrace,
prove ;

the
planet has heep
world so visited,

Thou wilt not leave us in the dark :
Thou madest man, he knows not why,
He thinks he was not made to dj

And thou hast made him : thoy art just,

Thou seemest human and _divine, together,
The highest, holiest manhood, thoy : fed five thousand men

Our wills are

ours, we know not how :
Our wills are

ours to make them thine,
Tennyson's In emoriam,

dren. I know Oh
Christ turned
was carried in
on the water,
Christ rai
hefore Pj
Father,

Verse 9,

Memnon was the son of Aurora,
the Dawn, It is said that his colo: | statue
on the Nile gives forth sweet musie when the
first rays of the morning strike it So it is
with the human heart. Tt is cold and mute and
£ives no hint of jtg glorious kinship unti) the
11 light of the Redeemer fa))g upon it. But then
it warms into fullness of life, and gives forth

{!| The Lesson

ite, and
I know

human, others to the

Nt Chrysostom.,

Illustrated

the music of the sph

Thine are these orbs of light and shg e ; I”:“ ]""'“;" t}»f‘l'llu', son

Thou madest Life in man and brute ; |“-m,', [ “J'L\ ,'.’ he

Thou madest Death ; and lo, thy foot "N_ ,””“" o _II“]'!N l,"» 1
Is on the skyl) which thou hast made, {hey quenched his Sl 3t

tHowers that they perfumed
80 honored
50 blest ?—Winslow,

Verse 14, Wi, thou
not think him God only,
For I know' that with five loaves he

into wine,
a ship, and I know
I know Christ died, and I know
ised the dead,
I know Christ
Christ was wo shiped by the
v and I know O
And, traly, some

son of this he jg said to be both
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that vibrate in unison with

eres,
The power of the Logos does not
it does not create philosophers,
but by forming us
makes mortal men immortal,
from the earth beyond the
Come and submit Yourself to its influence,

anew, it
It transports us
limits of Olympus,
Be-
t0o was as you are, This

the divinity of the doctrine,
the power of the Logos.

As a master serpent-

and frightens away the hid-
from his den, so the Word drives the
fearful passions of the
MOSt secret recesses of the

sensual nature from the

soul.—Justin Martyr,

And so the Word had breath, and wrought
With human hands the
In loveliness of perfect deeds,

than all poetie thought,

creed of creeds,

Which he may read that binds the sheaf,
Or builds the house, or digs the grave,
wild eyes that wateh the wyye
In roaring round the

—T'ennyson’s In

coral reef,
Vemoriam,

Verse 14, | was the glory of the earth that
Christ trod upon its turf,
the ocean that he saile

It was the
d upon its bosom,
that

glory of
It was
it beamed upon his

glory of the ajr that it fanne

glory of the waters that
was the glory of
his path.  What
as this?  \Whay

hearest of Christ, do
or man only, hut hoth

besides women and chil-
was thirsty, and | know
I know Christ
Christ walked

I know Christ was set
sits with the

hrist was stoned by the

of these I ascribe to the
divine nature ; for by rea-
together,—

{ Verse 3, “All things were made by him.” seem to have flown ont of his hand faster than
: “Creation is but the relief of Christ’s fullness, sparks out of g mighty forge!"—p. W. Beecher,
| What unnumbered cathedrals has been reared in Verse 4. “T}a light of men,” ¢ has been
! forest shades, ful] of curious carvings and said, “There are N0 more particles of dust in
: haunted by tremulons music: while the stars the sunbeam than in the rest of the room,
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though we see them better,” That Christ is the
light of the world appears in this, that wherever
his teachings extend and his ideals are set up,
evils are made more manifest. Not that there
are more evils, only Christ's gospel is the flash
of sunlight that reveals them.
Verse 5. “The light shineth™
ofttimes indeed colored, as it passes through the
differing minds of different men, and meeting us
across the space that separates conlinents, and
the time that separates ages, in widely, varying
hues; but these shades pass into each other, and
in the harmony of all is the pure light of truth,
Verse 5. “The darkness comprehended [ap-
prehended] it not.” Spiritual and moral darkness
resists spiritual and moral light—sometimes be-

cver shineth ;

cause of badness (compare a London fog during
the hours of the day putting out the light of the
sun) ; sometimes because of weakness (com-
pare diseased and injured ey shrinking from
the light) ; often from moral distaste (compare
that prisoner in the Bastile who, when the peo-
ple were about to destroy that old dungeon,
entreated that he might be taken back to his
dark cell. It was so long since he had seen
light and liberty that imprisonment and gloom
were preferable to him),

Verse 6. Nothing greater is said of John
than the brief statement, “There was a man sent
from God, whose name was John.” It implies a

life whose mission was defined by God, God,
not John, chose what he should do. John merely
accepted and fulfilled the commission, That is
the only legitimate vocation for any man, It is
our business to find out what God wants us to

do and then choose and do that work. Lowell -
says:
“No man is boru into the world whose work

s not horn with him ; there is always work
And tools to work withal, for those who will
The man who stands with a rms akimbo set,
Until oceasion tells him what to do,

And he whowaits to have his task marked out,
Shall die and leave his mission unfulfilled,”

Verse 9. “That [there] was the true Light,”
The astronomers tell us that {he sential dif-
ference between a star and a planet isthat a star
is really a sun, and shines of its own light,
while the planet shines only by reflected light.
Christ is the spiritual sun : men, even those who,
like John, are “bright and shining lights,” shine
only as reflectors of his light. 1In the Hebrides,
Scotland, on Arnish Rock, Stornaway Bay, is
a lighthouse without a lamp, but simply a ‘mir-
ror reflector upon which at night a stream of
light from another lighthouse five hundred feet
away falls and is reflected to an arrangement
of prisms, and through them converged to a
focus outside the lantern, from which they
diverge in the necessary direction. The human
soul, in its most perfect state, is a reflecting
to shine abroad

mirror that takes up and causes
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and into the darkness of
which comes from Christ,

Verse 9. “The true Light, which lighteth
every man.” Scientists teach us that the thing
which we call light has no external reality, The
external consists in vibrations at different rates
of motion of the ether, The light is an internal
fact. The vibrating ether strikes upon the

'tina of the eye, certain sensations are con-
veyed through the optic nerve to the brain, and
light is the effect, Light exists only in the
brain of living creatures, It is the living being
back of the eye that is the real source of light.
The eye sees only what the being back of the
eye has the faculty for seeing, So it is the
divine nature in man put there in creation orig-
inally by the Word, “by whom all things were
made,” that is the source of Spiritual life or
spiritual seeing.

Verse 10. “Ie was in the world, and the
world was made by him, and the world knew
him not.” The “Frontispiece,” or the picture
introductory to the series of Tissot's great paint-
ings illustrative of the life of Christ, takes its
suggestion from the Song of Solomon 2. 9, “Be-
hold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh
forth at the windows, showing himself through
the lattice.” "The painting cepresents a wall
covered with vines, and a latticed window, be-
hind which is dimly discerned the figure of a
man looking through intently upon the scene
within. It is intended to represent Christ before
his incarnation looking in upon human life, his
face and figure dimly discernible back of the
events of history that preceded his coming,

Verse 10. “The world was made by him.”
We forget that Christ, in the world in which we

live and in all the worlds,and in all things great
and small which he made, is yet the Word, the
revealer of God. The material universe is a

the world the light

ast system of sign language, through which our
Christ, who created it, is trying to make God
known to us in a larger, more impressive way
than mere human speech could do,
declare the glory of God ; day
spee

“The heavens
unto day uttereth
and night unto night showeth knowl-
That is the highest purpose of things.
Jesus took bread and wine and made them a
memorial of himself, When we eat and drink
of them they remind us of him. That is their
highest, their only use., And we call that use of
them a sacrament. But is there not the sy
mental in everything? for is not “earth crammed
with heaven, and every common bush afire with
God 7"
Verse 12, “As

many as received him, to them
gave he power,” Science gives us a beautiful
light-parable in the phenomenon known as fluor-
cscence, a property which certain forms of mat-
ter have of absorbing light rays more rapidly
than they give them off. That is, they receive

light in ‘short waves, and give i.r off in long
waves, and so become charged with light, and
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a time are appa
Geisler tube illustrates
not h

¢ self-luminous,  The ful man may work brass into beauty, but no
this,  Bodies whici do artificer can, lat him try as he may, work it into m
e this quality reflect the light as rapidly gold,

s received, and so when the light ceases o shine Verse 14, “Dyel among us."  Father
on them they cease to shine. The soul has the Damien and Mary Reed, for the snke of the
| property of fluorescence, [t may lepers whom they longed to save, shut them-
| light of Christ and become in a n selves in among then.

| luminous. It may drink in the light in the days Verse 16. “Of |is fullness have all we re-
of clear shining and store up a portion beyond ceived.”  Chrysostom compares Christ to a fire
what it gives off and so when a temporary from which ten thousand lamps are kindled, but

cloud comes over 'the spiritual sun, and there which burns as brightly thereafter as before, in

would be darkness otherwise, it may still shine “Enough for all, enough for each, enough for i

on by the light which it has absorbed. Oil is evermore,” The is diminished if you take lig

really condensed and stored up sunlight ; and so a drop from it, though the diminution be jm- col

is grace in our hearts, perceptible ; but how much soever a man draws em!

Verse 13. “Born of God.” Our natures 1 from the Divine Fountain, it continues undimin- : ]

be changed only by the Spirit of God. A skill- ished. § TIC

ini

The School of Practice its

God; and this week I will try to find out at Jun

L. Christ being what I is represented in this least one thing he has sent me to do, and do it ; tea

lesson, “the light of men," I will this weck 1d and next Sunday I will tel] the class what | ¥ wit

some portion of his teachings, and think upon found out and what I did. ] ..

it, and pray for light in my heart that 1 may 3. The lesson tells me that John bore witness § tion

understand it: and next Sunday I will report to Chris believe 1 also can and ought to insy
to the class upon what | have read and thought hear witness i and this week I will try to
. The lesson tells me that John “was a man find some way of doing it; and I wil] tell the

sent from God.," 1 belieye | also am sent from  ¢lass about it next Sunday T)

men

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

stud
BY ROBERT ®. DORERTY, PH.p, will

By the laws of nature pupils who have outgrown the Primary Department gather into four groups : #ti
Those under eleven years of age (most of whom are in the I‘rilu;ll'y Grade of the secular school) ; those be- L
tween about eleven and about fourteen (in the Grammar School) ; those be- o 2.
tween about fifteen and about cighteen (in the High School) , and those above 3.
nineteen.  Lesson Quarterlies adapted to scholars of these respective ages 4,
are supplied by the Methodist Church of Canada, This Dicest anp Guipg heart
15 written to enable the teacher in each grade to make the most effective use of Ge
of the means at hand—to select from the scholarly and inspiring comments =
given in the pages immediately preceding this the most available help in bl
teaching; to <o interweave his ow n knowledge and thought with that En
brought to the scholar by the Quarterlies as to make the work of teaching and M Picty
learning one work, mutually engaged in by the teacher and pupil; and to sug- stand
gest fresh and intcresting plans for the presentation of each lesson, The laws our |
of Psychology anc Pedagogy have constantly been kept in mind in our en conta
deavor to adapt t e same truths to the developing changes of the youth
ful mind and heart, Neve rtheless the teacher of one grade may some- . "“'H
times find his best stimulus and suggestion from the plans suggested by is the
the GUIDE for another grade, Do not let the study of the Dicest Anp Gu me § week
stand in the way of independent thought + do not et it stand i the way of the mastery of every other note montk
and comment on the lesson year :
S ginnin
The Junior Grade will be our presentation. But in the act of weeks
i The teacher of little boys and girls who neg- teaching not only should learned explanations girls,
| leets such g careful study of the text as our be avoided byt in most Juniop classes it will pe God,
Worn Stupies presents makes a grievoy mis- well not to dwell long upon the difficult phrases people
take: for the more thoroughly we understand of this lesson,

John's Prologue is profound phij- Love «
the more clearly can we teach, and the more

losophy, mystically expressed, and is far above Jesus,
| masterful our knowledge the more interesting  the comprehension of Your pupils. Methods for H
| Breod o ———————_nore_interesting i ) . AR
| ! Special suggestions for Primary Teachers will be foung  the simplest expression of the lesson thoughts f th
{| on pages 61, 62, are given helow, Any teacher of any grade, no S ARp
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matter what his lesson plan may be, will find his
mind quickened and his heart warmed by an in-
tense reading of the Lusson Exrosition and of
the HEART TALK just before going to the Sunday
school.  Three unusually serviceable illustrations
are to be found in paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 of the
LessoN ILLusTRATED, Particles of dust glistening
in the sunbeam are familiar to children ; so is sun-
light struggling through fog; and a tiny piece of
colored glass may well be brought to the school to
emphasize Illustration 3. The Scioor or Prac-
TICE, a8 presented on page 12, is perhaps adapted
in its phraseology to an older grade of scholars, but
its ossentials can be made most effective in any
Junior class by a sympathetic and consecrated
| teacher. Use your own words, The eagerness
with which children under twelve receive sugges-
tions to put new-found truths into practice is
inspiring,

PLaNs vor Teacuing

The following brief outline of this new depart-
ment will furnish a good starting-point for the
study of the life of Christ. In some classes these
will prove interesting and quite as serviceable as a
study of the lesson text.
1. The Lord Jesus is God’s Message or Word.
2. The Lord Jesus is the Life of Men,
3. The Lord Jesus is the Light of the World.
4. The Lord Jesus is ready to come into our
hearts and give us power to become good children
of God.
5. The mission of John the Baptist.

Encourage your scholars to draw the Lesson
Picture (of the world) and to understand what it
stands for. The six lines beginning, *Jesus is
our loving Lord,” should be memorized, They
contain the gist of this lesson,

Begin on common ground, For example : This
is the beginning of the week—the first day of the
week : what day? It is the beginning of a
month : what month? It is the beginning of the
year : what year? Our lesson begins in the be.
ginning, before there were any years or months, or
weeks or days; before there were any boys or
girls, or men or women, any trees or stars or sun,
God, who made the sun and stars and trees and all
people, is Love; he always was Love: God’s
Love came into this world as a man, the Lord
Jesus,

Harp Woros Mabe Easy. —The difficult words
of the lesson should be carefully studied at home
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during the week, so that the boys and girls may
thoroughly understand their meaning,

Here are six simple questions: 1., Who was
John the Baptist? 2. In what sort of country
did he preach? 3. What was his clothing
4. What was his food? 5, Why did he call
Jesus ‘““‘the Lamb of God”? 6, "What is the
Golden Text? The teacher may write these
questions neatly on a slip of paper, and inclose
a set i1 a sealed envelope addressed to each boy
and girl. They should be handed to them on
dismissal. The answers should be brought in next
Sunday.

The Intermediate Grade

For young people between the ages of about
eleven and about fourteen the Illustrated Quar-
terly, the Intermediate Quarterly, and the Les-
son Leaf are provided. Those who take any one
of these do not need the others, Our PrLANs ror
Teacuie suggested below fit easily into the
studies presented to the pupil by these periodicals.

Often an intelligent class of this grade will
ask questions, Concerning the purpose of the
fourth gospel a paragraph will be found on page 4.
To furnish condensed answers to such questions as
arise concerning the lesson text Mr, Meyer’s Worn
Stupies have been written. Do not venture be-
fore the class without a complete understanding
of “by” in verse 3; “light and life” in verse 4;
‘“John” in verse 6; ““the Word” in verse 10, (by
Professor J. R. Van Pelt): ““his own” in verse 11;
‘“power” in verse 12; “flesh” in verse 14; ““the
law” in verse 17; “in the bosom of” in verse 18,
and other difficult phrases,

PLANS FOR TEACHING

There are teachers who will find it to their
advantage, in teaching this unusual lesson, to
ignore the outlines furnished in the Quarterlies
and to take instead Dr, McFarland’s Lesson
ExrosrrioN. That article, thoroughly mastered,
and repeated in its essentials, not from mere
memory, but from the heart, with, of course, such
questions and illustrations as spring to the mind
of a studious, consecrated teacher, would greatly
interest and profit almost any class in this grade,

The Lrssox Cory Trovents will be found of
great value by quick-minded teachers who, with
some of these witty phrases, can wing their own
arrows of thought,

Allusions to the Statue of Memnon (para-
graph 4 in Tur Lessony 1~ LiTeRATURE aNp
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ART), to the Serpent Charmer (paragraph 5),
to the sheaf-binder, house-builder, grave-digger,
and wreck-watcher all reading the Word (para-
graph 6), wiil be found helpful if too much
time be not consumead upon them, Paragraph ¢
in THE LEsson ILLustraTED will be effective in
classes of boys,

The entire 8¢ 1s perhaps beyond the thor-
ough understanding of your class. But four or
five of its phrases carry in a simple way its pro-
foundest teachings, and the teacher’s compara-
tively easy task is to show how, in narrower
spheres, we are to bhe what Christ was,

1. “In the Beginning was the Word™ (verses
1-5). Jesus Christ was God manifested in the
flesh. As a word expresses a man's mind, so
Jesus Christ expressed the mind of God (see Dr,
McFarland's Lessox EXPosITION).  And so we
should express the mind of Christ. Lots of folk
never read Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, but
they read us. We have been born and trained to
be the utterances of God.

2. “A Man Sent from God” (verses G-8).
John was divinely appointed to introduce Christ
to the world. God had a life planned for him,
and John carried it out, God has a life planned
for us. Every boy and girl is as truly sent from
God as John was, His mission may not bhe as
great, but g telegraph boy is as really a messen-
ger as a minister plenipotentiary.

3. “In Him was Life" (verse 4), ITe is ready
to make our hearts wells of water springing up
into eternal life,

4. “The Light of the World” (verses 9-12),
“The life was the light of men,” Ag light is es-
sential to physical life, so Christ is essential to
spiritual life,
of the world.

And we, as well gs he, are lights
There was dreadful need of light
in our Lords day when nearly all Jews were
hypocrites and nearly all Gentiles unblusing
sinners.  Strange to say, there is still muel of
moral and spiritual darkness in the world, not
merely in heathendom, b+ all about us, If our
hearts are aflame with th wve of God they will
shine far through the darkness,

5. “Grace ang Treth” (verses 13-18), By
bringing these to earth the Word revealed the
glory of God.

This is the one department of the Sunday
school in which most emphatically and hopefully
personal applications should he made, There
is not a scholar of this grade whose mind ean-
not be impressed by loving and tactful talk

along the lines marked out in the Scmoor, op
Pracrice,

For Nextr Sunpay
There are five Proper names in Lesson 1T
which must be understood bhefore the lesson can
le satisfactorily learned, Why not have the
nemhers of your class master them through the
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week? 1, Jews, 2, Levites. 3. Elias. 4, Phari
sees. 5. Bethabara,

Give three written questions to each member
of the class, and request a written answer next
Sunday. Leave blanks for the answers,

L What led the rulers of the Jews to take
any notice of John?

2. What use did
baptism ¥

3. What prophet
John the Baptist 7

the Jews already make of

had foretold the work of §

The Senior Grade
For the Senior Grade (young people over
fifteen) the Senior Quarterly has been prepared, 1
and the suggestions here made fit into its plans,
The Word of God is the utterance of God
whether spoken in the ears of prophets, or writ-
ten and printed in the form of the Bible, or in-

J

carnated in the man (hrist Jesus,  Almost any
class will be interested in tracing how all God’s
words llm'lr.uilizt'~—!Iw_v ire essentially one,
Christ was the Bible lived; the Bible is Christ
written out,
PLANS FOR TEACHING

To all pupils old enough to understand litey-
ary form this lesson should be presented as the
Preface to John' gospel.  Neither Mark nor
Matthew has a Py face. Luke’s Preface con-
trasts strikingly with this.  John's Preface is
often called the Prologue, by which word we are
carried back to an interesting Greek word—the

A

cam
two
lessc
God
Divi
see |
self
and
you
diag

LocGos. Many English words have been made |
up with the help of this Greek word—for ex.
ample, logic, ge ology, theology.

In this lesson the teacher has a threefold obh-
ject :

1. To show the Godhead of Chpist,

To show the manhood of Chyr
To show Christ’s relation to us,
These three truths may be taught in varions
ways,

IMustrations for each of the three are to be
found in our articles THr LESSON Iy JSTRATED
and Tue Lesson 1§ LITERATURE AND ART, The
quaint phraseology of verse 1 may be made
plainer by showing that in the sky there is light,
and light is with the sun, and really light is the
sun. The same is in the sky with the sun,

This lesson will acquire vividness whepe
teacher and pupils are al] supplied with paper
pads and lead pencils, and our LESSON Dia
is accepted as an outline for teaching,
Skillful hands may make the outcome prettie
by drawing the sun, stars, earth, and clouds ;
but these are unnecessary,  First Write o
print Tue Worp WAS MAbE FLEs AND DwEery
AMONG Us, in the form in which our diagram
presents these words—leaving g space for the
phrases to he inserted after W, O, R, and D
Proper explanation of the text and related
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truths should be given before presenting the
second truth, Second : Write or print (at top
and bottom), IN Him was LiFE, AND THE Lirg
WAS THE Licur op MEN, and explain and illus-
trate this statement, Third: Explain how this
Word (which was Life which was Light) be-

» *

¢

= AN HIMWAS LIFE - .

R T,
‘L'”'\;}E\';MTH ({06 i W "tﬂfiyr
E ONEWITﬂﬁoi)_ Wis DL

T [
~. REEORoLE(| A¥F)G
Y, IDVINE REVEALER
AWy
*URJ6

came both Creator and 8 viour, and print the
two sentences to this effect, Then expand the
lesson thought by filling out the blanks: With
God, One with God, Reservoir of Life, and
Divine Revealer. Do not let any of your pupils
see the printed page. Make the diagram your-
self two or three times before going to the class,
and if necessary take one of your copies with
you to give you confidence, But make a fresh

diagram while you are teaching, and insist on
each member of the class putting down each
sentence while you are doing so.

Some teachers will find in our Lesson Ouvr- |
LINE (page @) a practicable plan,

Classes as well as individuals have moods,
On rare occasions it may be well to omit the
textual study of the lesson and adopt in its
stead such an illuminating Bible Reading as is
outlined on page 2 of the Senior Lesson Quar-

terly under the title “Jesus the Fulfillment of

Prophecy.”

For NextT Sunpay

1. Ask from each scholar at least seven writ-
fen names of men “called of God” to be wit-
nesses for him, either (1) from Seripture story
or (2) from the history of the church,

2. Ask each scholar to be ready with samples
of simple \\'itllﬂ.w»hcﬂﬂi)l;: from the Bible, (Sug-
gest John 4. 39: 9, 25 Mark 5. 19, and ask
for other examples, )

3. Ask each to g nalyze
For example, What was
was his bearing toward
ete,, ete,

John's \\'ilnoss-bf-nrin;:.
his authority? What
the One he foretold ?

Advanced Classes
Two aims should be kept before the Advanced
Class—the thorough exposition and understand-
ing of each lesson and the mastery of the whole

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER
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£ospel from which our lessons for the first six
months are to be taken,

L. Study of the Gospel,
the present to make four
ing the gospel of John ;
author in writing this gospel is given in John
20. 31. 2. Like the other books of the Bible its
meaning is obscured by its awkward di on
into chapters and verses. Nothing that is jn-
spired and little that is intelligent is found in
these arrangements, which were made long after
the Bible was written. An early step to u
clear understanding of John's gospel is, for this
and other reasons, to read it in the Revised
Version, A step farther i furnished by Dy,
Moulton’s Modern Readers Bible, which prints
Preface and Appendix by themselves and gap-
ranges paragraphs and chapters according to
generally accepted laws of literature, 3, Keep
before your mind the dividing lines between the
Preface, the Gospel itself, and the Appendix.
The Preface (often called the 'rologue) is John
1. 1-18, The Appendix (often called the Epi-
logue) is John 21 (clearly shown to be 80 by
John 20, 30, 31). 4. The gospel itself falls
naturally into two great divisions: Part [
John 1. 19 to the end of chapter 12; Part I1:
Chapters 13 to 20,

IL. Study of the Prologue.  After even one
careful reading of John's gospel it becomes evi-
dent that its Preface (our lesson for to-day)
is an epitome or Summary of the whole book ;
and a most informing plan for studying this pas-
Sage consists in tracing the theme of
eighteen verses as o panded in the book: 1.
Word: 2. The Life

It is sufficient for
Oll.\'(‘l'\'ll‘i()llﬂ concern-
1. The purpose of the

these
The
The Light; 4. John the
Baptist's Testimony ; Rejection by the world
and by “his own”; ¢, The only begotten Son-
ship: 7. The Sonship of believer 8. The per-
sonal privileges of believers; and The -
tion of the Mosaic law to the blessings which
Jesus brings,
TaEMES ¥or Discussion 1y Crass

The term Word is discussed
8tupks. Think of it as a term

in our Worp

of current phil.

o'ophly used as & means for making plain the

apostle’s conception of the relation of Jesus of
azareth to(}os and of God to the world,

Recall the phrase ** Word of Life,” used by the
Same writer (1 John 1), and study the phrase the

ord in connection with the two explanatory
phiases, the Light and the Life,

as there any real need for John’s work as a
““forerunner”? "What wag it?

Why did the world, and ospecially the Jows,
whose morals and spirituality had been trained by
Jehovah, reject Jesus ?

hat was the purpose of the incarnation?
(verse 18.) By what evidence did Jesus of
Nazareth show that he was the Incarnated Word +
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Library References

p. Liddon, Divinity of Our Lord, l'll;l]i4.‘\.
Watkins, Bampton I, ures, 1890, chap. viii.
Methodist Quarterly Review, July, October,
ISS1; January, 1858, The Commentaries of
Meyer, Godet, Luthardt, and Westcott on John's
Gospel.  The Bible Dictionaries,

SERMONS ON THE LESsoN
Verse 1.—Goulbourn, The Idle Word, p. 57,
Kingsley, €., Village 8 rmons, p. 256, Verse
{—Newman, J. II., Fifteen y D 222,
S.—Burrell, 1, J S
2. Verse G—Banks, L. AL, Christ and His

The Responsive Review

1. What is the opening sentence of the Gos-
pel according to John? Iy the beginning was
the Word.” =~ 2, Who is meant by the Word?
The Son of God. 3. What is said of him before
he came to earth? The Word was God.”
4. What did Christ come to brj g? Grace and
truth. 8. What right and privilege does he give

L(u.'n».—h'lu_u;:. Johannine, Writings,

» 2
Vincent, M,
. Verse 13.—Burde
. . 400,
orks, vol, p 1
vol. ii, p.
mons, vol. vii, p,
His Friends,
tions of Lif:
Saints' Day
of Salvation, p,
Eloquence of the

Newman,
H. W,

Kingsley

4,

to those who receive him?  Power to become
sons of Goed. @, What s our GoLpEN TexT
“In him,” ete,

The Church Catechism,

20. Wherein consists the misery of our fallen estate ? The
misery of our fallen cstate consists in that we are without
communion with God, suoject to the miseries of this life, and |
to the death of the body, ‘and are liable, thmurh following

the desires of our own hearts, to the pains of hel forever,

e

LESSON IL The Witness of John the Baptist to Jesus

GOLDEN TEXT. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world, John 1, 29,

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Read John 3. 2236 Mal. 3181 4.5, 6]
John 1. 19-34 [ Commit tomemory verses 26, 27)

19 And this is the vecord of John, when the
Jows sent priests and Le'vites from Je-ru'sa-lem
to ask him, Who art thon?

20 And he confessed, and denied not ; but con-
fessed, T am not the Ciipist,

21 And they asked him, What then? Ap
thou E-li'as? ‘And he thy I am not. Art thou
that prophet? And he answered, No,

22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou?
that we n give an answer to them that sent
'l st thou of thyself?

id, I am the voice of one erying in
ess, Make straight the way of the
word, as said the prophet E-sa’ias,

24 And they which were sent were of the
Phar'i-sees, X

25 And they asked him, and said unto him,

"hy baptizest thou then, if thou be not that
Christ, nor E-lias, neither that prophet ?

26 John answered them, saying, I baptize
with water: but there standeth one among you,
whom ye know not ;

27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred

hefore me, whose shoe's latchet T am not worthy
to unloose,

28 These things were done in Beth-ab'a-ra
beyond Jor'dan, where John was baptizing.
20 The next day John seeth Je'sus coming

REVISED VErsion, *

19 And this is the witness of John, when the
Jews sent unto him from Jerusalem priests and
Levites to ask him, Who art thou? 20 And he
confessed, and denied not: and he confessed, I
am not the Christ, 21 And they asked him,
What then? Apt thou Elijah? And he saith,
I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he an-
swered, No, They said therefore unto him,
Who art thon? that we may give an answer to
them that sent us, What est thou of thy-
self? 28 He said, 1 am the voice of one crying
in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the
Lord, as said Isaiah the prophet. 24 And they
had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 And they
asked him, and said unto . Why then bap
st thou, if thou art not the Christ, neither
Elijah, neither the prophet? 26 John answered
them, saying, I baptize in water: in the midst
of you standeth one whom ye know not, 27 even
he that cometh after me, the latchet of whose
shoe T am not worthy to unloose, 28 These
things were done in Bethany beyond the Jordan,
where John was baptizing.

20 On the morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto
lim, and saith, Belold, the Lamb of God, that

& ‘s:'lnm Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
5.
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nto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of .God,
‘hich taketh away the sin of the world,

30 This is he of whom I said, After me com-
th a man which js preferred before me: for he
ras before me,

31 And 1 knew him not : but that he should
e made manifest to Is’ ra-el, therefore am 1
ome baptizing with water,

32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the
pirit descending from heaven like a dove, and
t abode upon him,

33 And I knew him not :
o baptize with water, the same said unto me,

‘pon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descend-
ng, and remaining on him, the same is he which
paptizeth with the Ho'ly Ghost.

34 And 1 saw, and bare record that this is
le Son of God,

A., Faith
nold, 1.,
eorge

hrist and
Limita-

but he that sent me

Time.—A. D, 27, possibly February. Place.
+—Bethany [or ]ﬂ-lhuluu'ul‘ beyond Jordan,

become
- TexT?

ate? The s  Home Readings )

e without 81/. The Witness of John the Baptist to Jesus,
life, and e

!lo.lk)wi:g John 1. 10-34,

rever,

Vew Canadian Hymnal, No. 8.

Jesus! the namo high over all,
{Jan. 8 In hell, or earth, or sk 1
Aungels and men before it fall,
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toketh away the sin of the world! 30 This is
he of whom 1 said, After me cometh a man who
is become before me: for he was before me,
31 And I knew him not; but that he should be
made manifest to Israel, for this cause came |
haptizing in water. 32 And John bare witness,
saying, I have beheld the Spirit descending as a
dove out of heaven; and it abode
42 And I knew him not ;
to baptize in water, he said unto me, Upon
whomsoever thou shaly see the &) irit descend-
ing, and abiding upon Li the same is he that
baptizeth in the Ioly Spirit. 34 And I have
seen, and have borne witness that this js the
Non of God,

upon him.
but he that sent me

Tu. lIsaiah’s prophecy. Isa, 40, 1-8
W, He must increase, 2
Th. Witness from heaven, Mark 1,
P, Witness of the Father,
N. The beloved Son.
8. True witness,

John i, %
1-11.
John 5, 3
Matt. 17, 1-1
John 10, 31-42,

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 154,

Nover further than th y Cross,
Never higher than Lﬁy feet;

Here earth's precious things seem dross;

1. 29 And devils fear and fly. Here onr!hsbitwrllxiuxngmwswuu.
i New Canadian Hymnal, No, 4,
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My Great Redeemer's prajse,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace !
The Lesson Ogutline

L. The Voice in the Wilderness (verses 19-23). Verses 26, 27. John's whole life is spent in

saith, Verse 19 implies that church authorities pointing to “QOne among you whom you know

he an- @hould investigate every novel religious preach- not."  His baptism with water has its chief uge
» him, @ng; else evil heresies will prosper, Special rea- as an index pointing to One “which baptizeth

ver to @ons for the questions of the priests and Levites with the Ioly Ghost,” the Incomparable One,

£ thy- @r¢ given in Luke 3, 15, ILL The Lamb of God (verses 20.31).
‘rying Verses 20 and 21 show John’s conscious indi Verse 20. The fact of which all the sacrifices

of the @iduality. ITe was no reines rnation, no duplicate, through the centuries were symbols was the tak-
| they @'¢ had a personal mis on, clearly understood ing away of the sin of the world,

| they @'V himself, Verse 30. The Incomparable One who takes
bap- Verse 23 shows that, great as John's indi- sin away is the Lamb of God.  Christ was pure
vither @ iduality was, it was all put behind his message, as a lamb (Exod, 12, 5; 1 Pet. 1. 19) ; patient
vered @l did not wish to be thought of as a con- like a lamb led to the slaughter (Isa. 5 | 23
midst giicious man. He was n Voick—fhe Voics Acts 8 82) 5 and sacrificial (John 29, : , 36
even @oretold by Isaial, The whole passage shows Rev. G).

vhose @WVhat is taught elsewhere, that John was God’s IV, The Baptism of the Holy Ghost (verses
hese FPecial messengey, 1).

rdan, 1L The Baptism of Repentance (vorses 24.28), The Son of God (verse 84) was manifested

!

Baptism was a symbol of purification, It was by the sign of the 8§ pirit descending from heaven
unto @used in the Jewish initiation of converts from like a dove (verse 33) ; he was manifested by
that @eathenism, But to baptize law-abiding Jows the spoken words of God the Father (verse 83) :
_I.n_- vas an innovation, which no one but the Messial Le was manif: sted afterward by the power of
el

vould be expected to introduce,

the Holy §
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The Lesson Word Studies

JORN THE BAPTIST.~John the Baptist was born of riestly descent (Luke 1, 5). His mother, Elisabeth,
Was a cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus (Luke 1 Only six months the senior of our Lord, it is nof
improbable that John had met Jesus, at least in his boyhood,” Con

i of temperance and re
ligious activity and filled with the Holy Ghost from birth, his was 8et apart by God for ,

special definite purpose (Luke 1. 15, 16),” His yuuuf manhood was spent in retirement amid the hardship:
of the life of a recluse in the desert (Luke 1. 80). His fearless preaching of righteousness and repentance
had attracted the attention of the Sanhedrin as well as the interest and following of multitudes of the peo
ple. John evidently spoke with an authority greater lhaumhe; religious teachers of his time, and his Suceess,
Was greater than theirs, His time, moreover, was one of excitement and earnest expectation respecting th
coming of the Messiah, and men began to wonder whether this stern ‘‘prophet of g new dispensation '
(Matt, 8. 2), the miracle attending whose birth was doubtless well known, w 48 not himself the Promise
Redeemer of his people.  For this reason the Pharisee members of the Sanhedrin, who represented the ye
ligious and national hopes of th

ountrymen, appear to have sent an influential though probably iy
formal deputation to John to inquire concerning Lis identity,

So———
19. And this—That which follows, alds in advance of his approach to order the
Record—Witpess or testimony, as in verse 7, inhabitants of the country through which phe Wil
The Jews— .\ expression commonly used by o pass to prepare g suitable highway for him
John to designate the opponents of Christ, “Such is the emblem of the moral state of (J
Among whom were first of all the Jewish au- people; the royal way by which Jehovah js ¢
thorities at Jerusalem anq their representatives enter is not yet prepared in their heay 8."” It is
or emissaries, this wa of the Lord, this lligln\’ny for the Mes
Priests and Levites—7T)e recognized relj- siah, which he has come to DPrepare,
gious leaders and teachers of the people, The The Prophet Esaiag [“Isaiah the
Levites wer commissioned to teach as well as  —Esaias or Isaias being the I
to officiate in the temple, Levites are mentioned form of the Hebrew
in only two other passages in the New Te

prophet” |
atin (also Greek )
Yeshayah, of which tly
sta- English name Isaiah is the nearest approximgy .
ment (Luke 10, 82 ang Acts 4. 36), and the transliteration, oy the prophecy referreq i,
" combination “priests and Loyites" nowhere else, compare Isa, 40, 3-5,
20. The Christ (4 Xpworés)—The eek 24. Pharisees—1T)0
equivalent of the Hebrew = (the) Mes- gious political party
siah, meaning literally the anointed, which to strictly legal pie
the Jews in the time of our Lord was
known title for the long-

Pharisees were o reli
among the Jews, whos
ty consisted in accurate knowl-
a well edge and serupulous obseryvance of both law and
expected Saviour of tradition as these had been amplified and intor
God’s chosen people.  As in this verse, the arti-  preted by the great teachers and leaders of the
cle should be breserved before the worg Christ  own sect, Ag distinguished from the Sadducee ¥
everywhere in the gospel narratives, who were priy rily a purély political party con-

21. Elias ("H\las)—The eek form of the i ting of members of the old and new arist
Hebrew =y Elijah. From Matt. 17. 10  racy and their adherents and with whom religion
we learn l';tlf the scribes taught that Elijah was an _"“"“'N“"r ndary concern, the Phari-
Would come again before the advent of the Mes-  sees believed in the immortality of the soul, {1,
siab, thus interpreting literally the Drophecy of  'esurrection of lllj' .hml.\' and future retributioy,
Mal. 4. 5. in angels and Spirits, in the futype Messiani

That prophet—NRather, 11, prophet, the |\'I!H.'I'0Ill as literally » reign of God |ll¥l| hi
well known prophet of Deut, 18, 15, whom Jeho- ~ Saints wpon carth, and in n 'h"”"f Providenc
vah was to raise up in the midst of his people  Strangely “”"uh',d “..”h fate "."'I WLL e
like unto Moses, dom of man’s wvill, in controlling the actions of

23. The Voice- Rather, a roice, the article  Men. . They held themselyes aloof from the com
being omitted in the Greek. In the presence of  Mon people, and in self-righteous pride belie
he Me:

the ) siah the persona ity of his forerunner is themselves to he the special objects of Jehovah's
of smal] importance, The latter is but ¢ roice favor, the supe heirs of all his promises to tly
making known and proclaiming the Word, nation,

In the wilderness . make straight 25. Why baptizest thoun then?—Sin ..
the way—By “wilderness the Oriental under- only to the Christ or his forerunner Elias [“Eli-
stood simply uncultivated lands serving a pas- Jah"] or some other great prophet was to be cop.

and across which i

vedl

turage .for' flocks and herds, ceded the right of making such innovations, an
only winding paths, byt no roads worthy of g of requiring of Jews that they submit to a rite
sovereign's uge, extended.  Whep, therefore, an implying that they were impure,

Orienta) sovereign wished to travel he sent hey- 6. I baptize with water- ~The

we con
‘eat meg
the fors
on worl

emphasie,
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the arrangement of (he words ¢l

should be on the pronoun, as
“Yea, truly 1 baptize
d well have I 4 right so to do,

but whom ye know not, has
The Messiah is Present :
e reason why I baptize,”

27. Is preferred before me-
nitted by the best manuscripts (see rendering

28. Bethabara [“Bethany"

urney from Cang in Galilee,
fords of Jordan, called
ourteen miles south of the Se i

*and as near to Cana as any point on the

the older reading, is

be identified with
¢ east side of this ford,
'm of the Hebrew *“Bashan

29. The Lamb of God—An ;
ffering servant of Je
ribed in Isa. 53 gg *
" readily understoog

hovah (the Messiah) de-
a lamb led to the slaugh-
1 by the Baptist's hearers,

IN PorNt oF Timg
The point at which John the B,
troduced was probably some mon
e beginning of his ministry reco

ew (chap. 3) and Mark (chap. 1) and Luke

lear him, He had probably chs
tion from the point wher

the Sadducees
each. And we must supy

r0se that the events
D were in connection with

speech of a courtiep (Matt

Son or movement that
2), and that occurre

influence. 8o at last
Immwliuu'l_\.‘ after his might, just w
might better know Just what g
toward him
could not have heen
told them who he was not,
somewhat enigmatical and his
what he was was doubtless who
hensible.  And then his reference
than he, who even then
have given rise to new
of the rulers,

ptism Christ wag drive

¢ the Baptist again
1 pointed him out

hn the Baptist as
we consider that f¢
of that vision of th

‘en working in his ming

19

31. Knew him not—This expression does
not mean that John had no previous knm\'lrdge
of Jesus, but only that he haq not at first defi-
nitely recognized him as the Messial (comp.
Matt. 3. 14),

32. I saw [“haye behe
scending like a dove
form of a dove (comp. Luke 3, 22), but visible
probably to Jesus and John only,

33. He that sent me—(3o(
had through his Spirit
during the latter's long
definite communic,
given to Old Testa
of here,

1d"] the Spirit de-
—In the visible bodily

1 himself, who
spoken to the Baptist
desert preparation, A
ation from God like unto those
ment prophets is to he thought
The v,\])lnn;nul'.\' rem
he which baptizeth with the
plies that those to whom the remark was ad-
dressed were familiar with this office of the
Messiah,

34. And 1 saw [“liave seen”] and bare
record [“have horne witness” ]—RBoth on pre-
vious occasions and again to-uay, that this is
the Son of God. The Greek perfects “have
seen” and “have borne witness™ indicate facts
accomplished once for all and abiding for the
future,

ark, The same is
Holy Ghost, im-

Exposition

A CoOMMITTEE oF INQUIRY
Johu's fame and influence reached the Sanhe-

drin at Jerusalem, His preaching had produced
A national sensation,

All classes had thronged
to his river pulpit and listened to his glowing
prophetic announcement that the kingdom of
God was at hand, and to his fearless rebukes and
his stern call to repentance. The Phy es and

try, and he
a style very unlike the
7). The rulers
st-growing popu-
atch on every pei-
might subtract from their
they sent an offic inl com-
mittee to interrogate John and dis if they

lat his pretensions were, that they
ittitede to assume
. The report which they took hack
very satisfactory, John
but even that was
eclaration of
Iy incompre-
to-a greater
was among them, must
uneasiness in the minds

had come to his mj
had addressed them in

became concerned about |y
larity, They kept a Jealous w

THE UrLirr oF A GREAT MIssion
The lesson presents
A time when he had
sciousness of his missio
tiny had been put

Jolin the Baptist to us at
come to a distinct con-
n. The seal of high des-
pon him at his birth, e
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was “sent from God,” (verse ), and without
doubt a deep and mysterious sense of some great
calling had been on his heart from youth, And
at last, when he had come to full years, the
Voice that had so long been speaking as a hidden
oracle in his heart, grew definite, and urgent,
and articulate, and he found himself crying out
what he could no longer refrain from uttering.
Yet it is evident that to Johu's own mind in the
early days of his ministry there was a mystery
attaching to his mission. Nomething must ap-
pear to clear his own thought and enable him to
see his way clearly. Graduaily it was made
known to Lim that not only the kingdom of God
was at hand, but the King himse And there
came to him the revelation of the way in which
he should know the King when he should ap-
pear. “He that sent me to baptize with water,
the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt
see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him,
the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy
Ghost.”  For that sign he had waited with
Ccage and at last it had been given, when
following his baptism he had seen the heavens
opened and the Ioly Ghost in the form of a dove
descending upon Jesus, and a voice out of heaven
ied that he was the Son of God. Then for
| st time John knew the meaning of his own
life; then the nature of Lis mission became clear;
then he understood the deep and painful yet
exultant s ings of his spirit during the pre-
ceding y . He knew himself when he came
to know what his tions were to Christ. And
the mists hang ove every man's life and its
meaning and mis; must forevor be obscure
until the vision of Christ comes and the life finds
its explanation in its relation to him. Christ is
the key to a man’s own destiny.

Wio Was Jesus?

The committee from the rulers at Jerusalem
came asking who John was. The larger ques-
tion which they did not ask but which filled the
mind of John was the question, “Who was
decas? To that question John had received
definite answer and assurance. If anyone fan-
cies that the gospels can be interpreted on the
basis of the idea that Jesus was simply human,
however humanly great, the reading of the wit-
ness of the Baptist should dispel the delusion.
No one can candidly read this record without
being made to feel that Jesus as he came out
clearly to John's vision wa Person incapable
of human classification. e was a great King
before whose glory the glory of David and Solo-
mon faded and was lost. John was not the man
to think of himself as unworthy to unloose the
latchet of any man's shoes, The feet of which
speaking were more than human feet,
Successor of his was also hi
P, he was before him. His origin was
not in this wor His earthly birth was but
an incident in his eternal history. John had
doubtless known of Jesus as the babe of Beth-
lehem and the child and youth of Nazareth, for
their families were related and closely ympa-
thetic.  But John had not known who Jesus was
until after the vision of the descending dove.
After that Bethlehem and Nazareth were of lit-
tle concern. Jesus had simply come by way of
Bethlehem and N h out of the world un-
seen and the age L. It was that back
ground of the everlasting and the divine that
filled John with awe and with exultant f'uy,
Whatever others may try to make themse ves
think of Jesus, to John he was in the highest
sense “the Son of God.”

otber that be is a tiller of the soil,

Rnowledge of ourselves, FEmen.

—

@he Lesson Praper

To us, also, ® Lord, must come the question, wbetber in definite buman speech
or by the interrogation of events, ““ Wibo art thou?" End until cach one of us can
answer this question vigbtly our lives will be witbout meaning,
that the answer to this question lies not fn any of our worldlp vocations—is not an=
swered by one man saping be isa merchant, another that be is a pbysictan, and an=
Mot in these transient tbings, but in our reia=
tions to thee and thy work tn the world, must our lives find tbeir definition,
can come to a right knowledge of these relations only through the vision of thy Son,
fMdake us, therefore, to understand who be is, that we may tbus be brought to a true

Make us to see

End we

Lesson Coin Thoughts

BY CHARLES COKE WooDs, n.b.

Negatives are as (rue as positives,
No true man will mak »
Bvery man is making a record, right or wrong.
He defeats himself who claims to be what he

is not.

ter go

If a man wants to find the truth he would bet-
ter it himself,
Personal search, purpose, and love find many

a trath which priests and Levites altogether
miss,
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Every act gets its character from an actor,

What every man is will sooner or later ap-
pear.

Some men are of so little use that it does not
oceur to people to ask who they are,

It is as important to know what a man is not
as to know what he is,

A small man's ¢laims are apt to be large,

A large man’s elaims are apt to be small.

Through the thickest tangle the truth will
thread its way.

Some men are too proud to ask a question
without suggesting an answer,

I’rophets men, but all
prophets,

are men  are not
Into every wilderness God sends some voice,
The Lord’s way is the only way to the Lord.
Everything straight comes straight from God.
A man may warp God's way.

The Phavisee is a man whose only sky is him-
self,

A man may show as much ignorance by the
way he asks a question as by the way he answers
one,

The fool can puzzle a philosopher,

The philosopher can learn from a fool.

The Pharisee evades your hard question by
asking another.
Double-minded
truths,

The wise man’

men are apt to hold half

answer is generally simple,
The simpeton’s answer is seldom wise,
Some men are so small that to enlarge them

explodes them.

The hypocrite overjudges himself and under-
Judges his neighbor,

No man can know himself till he knows God.

Some men do not know because they will not.

Some men will not know because they do not,

Some men are so large that the
in a little thing,

No man is quite great if he thinks so,

Any material is great that symbols the soul,

We may be far from God while standing in
his presence,

To be in the dust at the feet of Christ is to bt
on a throne,

To be on a throne in the service of sin is to be
in the dust.

See greatness

He does the greatest service who points men
to Christ.

Christ never condemned a sinner who was
striving to be a saint.

The sanctity of Jesus made him unsaneti-
monious,

To behold “the Lamb of God” is to see the
love of God.
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Ile is a great teacher who poiuts out a great
truth,

The “inner man™ cannot subsist on outward
things,

It takes the fire of faith to fuse facts into
for

Iill you catch the spiritual aspect of a
you do not know what to expect from him.

T'he heart may feast on heavenly manna while
the body feeds on “locusts anl wild honey.”

The soul ean feast and flourish without any
carthly banquet,

It takes more than one man’s measurement to
gauge a great man.

The gentlest soul may sometimes have the
sternest look.

Maledictions as well as benedictions some-
times fall from the lips of love.

Greatness makes a man gentle, and gentleness
makes him great,

Every man’s record is colored by the recorder.

A man’s power is in his purpose and not in his
pose,

He who has a girdle of “leather about his
loins” may have a girdle of love about his life.

The loftiest speech that any man makes is
with his life and not with his lips.

The man who walks with God will leave wil-
derness footprints full of flowers.

Duty finds God in deserts as well as in gar-
dens,

It is not so much where we
we do,

man

work as what

It is not so much where we are as what we
are.

It is not what others think, but what I think
that makes me what I am.

Whoever continues to think lovely thoughts
will become lovely.

Christ came not to destroy sinners, but sin,

Christ makes me a master by mastering me.

Any man ean be a sinner, but it takes God to
make a saint.

The “inner man" cannot be redeemed by out-
ward processes,

The outward man may be redeemed by
processes,

inner

Christ came to save the works of God by de-
stroying the works of the devil.

Philosophers say men would do better if they
knew better.

Christ teaches that men will know better if
they do hetter,

No one can make progress in the right while
he continues to do wrong.

Sometime, somewhere, every dark deed will
come to the light,
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Lesson Heart Talks

BY MRS. J.

Jerusalem was full of people, but only a few
were interested in what John was doing on the
banks of the Jordun. Only a few believed his
message. We know of only two persons who
heard him say, with any real inteat, *Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world.” Yet that scene beside the river was
of greater importance than all that occupied the
attention of the busy city.

If the men bargaining in the shops could for a
moment have realized that John brought a mes-
sage from God telling them where to find real
treasures, how they would have rushed to uear!
If the women, taken up with gossip and social
pleasure, had really known what John was say-
ing they would have besought him to bring the
message to their homes, since they could not go
out to hear it. Even the boys and girls would
have left their play to listen if they had known
there was something especially for them in this
strange man's words. How the people, tired of
sin, worn out with disappointment and sorrow,
would have run to hear if they had known what
good news this was for them! But John says
he did not understand his own message until the
Holy Spirit revealed it to him. When the Spirit
spoke to him, then, he says, “I saw, and testi-
fied, that this is the Son of God.”

There are few, compared with the millions in
the cities and country around us and in far-off
places of the earth, who even now know that
Jesus has taken away the sin of the world so
that every soul may be saved from its guilt and
punishment.  Yet it is the greatest news any
human being can hear. Points on business,
hints as to good investments of money, the news
of the day, the latest styles, the last bit of social
gossip—all these may interest you. But what
would you care for them if you knew that to-day
You must go alone, to stand hefore God with no

11, KNOWLES

excuse, no cover, no pardon for what you know
is wrong in your heart and your life? Nothing
would seem worth hearing, then, except John's
message, “Behold the Lamb of God, which tak
eth away the sin of the world!" It is good news
that the sinful, troubled earth needs to hear.
The prophet long before John said, “O, Zion,
that bringest good tidings, get thee up into th
high mountains, O Jerusalem, that bringesi
good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength ; lift
it up; be not afraid; say unto the cities of
Judah, behold, your God!” But even you, deay
member of my class, close to Jesus as you are,
cannot see him as John meant when he said,
“Behold,” unless the Holy Spirit makes you see,
The twelfth chapter of Exodus tells of the lamh
whose blood upon the doorposts saved the people
from the destroying angel. The fifty-third chap-
ter of Isailah foretells Him who was wounded
for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities,
upon whom was the chastisement of our peace,
and by whose stripes we are healed. The first
chapter of First Peter, the nineteenth verse,
says we are redeemed with the precious blood of
Christ as of a lamb without biemish and without
spot. In Revelation, the fifth chapter, we find
the song of heaven is praise to the Lamb that
was slain.  But we understand these things only
when the Holy Spirit teaches us. Read the first
chapter of John, verses 10-13.

The whole ation groans in pain because of
man's sin; at the last every creature in heaven
and on the earth and such as are in the sea are
heard saying, “Blessing, and honor, and glory,
and power be unto him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever."
Only those whose names are in the Lamb's book
of life are found in the heavenly city. We mis
everything if we miss the true meaning of John's
witness to Jesus,

The Lesson in Literature and Art

The life of John the Baptist, picturesque,
dramatic, and directly connected with that of
Jesus affords rich suggestions for representation
in art. There are, in consequence, scores of bas-
relief panels, frescoes, and pictures setting forth
the exciting incidents of his life and ministry.
Many of these, of course, delineate the scenes
touched upon in this lesson,

“In the Scalzo Series, by Andrea del Sarto,
and in the San Severino Series at Urbino, we
have the two subjects—John preaching to the

people, and John baptizing the people.  Pisans
goes farther and distinguishes between the
prophet’s general preaching to a miscellaneou
company and his words of denunciation agains
the Pharisees and Sadducees. In both case
John stands opposite a group of four listeners|
his gesture to the Pharisees being one of expla
nation, pointing upward, while to the commo
people he points out the Christ appearing in th
rear. In other series, as in those of Ghirlandai
and Filippo Lippi, the artist sums up the stor
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SUNDAY 8

iu the single subject of the preaching of John the
Baptist. In general features these compositions
do not differ greatly,  Ghirlandajo's may be
tnken as a type. The preacher stands on an
elevation in the center of a landscape, while his
audience sit on the ground around him, the
women in one group and the men in another,
We note at once the dissimilarity between his
figure and the traditional type made familiar to
us through devotional pictures, In the latter,
as in Botticello’s Enthroned Madonna, at Ber-
lin, and in Raphael’s Foligno Madonna, of the
Vatican Gallery, the Baptist is o strange, wild
ligure, gaunt and unkempt, Ilere he is a hand-
some, dignified personage with long curling hair
falling to his shoulders, Over his hairy shirt he
wears a red robe with a green mantle draped on
his right arm, He carries, ay usunl, the tall,
<lender reed cross in his loft hand, and seems
to point to it with his right, In the background,
at the left, our Lord is seen slowly advancing
with bowed head.”

Verse 29. “Behold (he Lamb of God," Every
ardent Christian must af times  passionately
dream of what Christ looked like in the flesh,
The following description, taken from n sup-
posed letter to the Roman Nenate by Lentulus,
presents one of the most fascinating of the
apoeryphal pictures of our Lord :

“There has appeared in our times a man of
tall stature, beautiful, with a venerable counte-
nance, which they who look on it can both love

and fear. His hair is waving and crisp, some-
what wine-colored, and glittering ax it flows
down over his shoulders, with a parting in the
middle after the manner of the Nazarenes. His
brow is smooth and most serene: his face is
without any spot or wrinkle, and glows with a
delicate flush. His nose and mouth are of fault-
less contour; the beard is abundant and hazel-
colored like his hair, not long, hut forked. His
eyes are prominent, brilliant, and change their
color.  In denunciation he is terrible, ealm and
loving in admonition, cheerful but with unim-
paired dignity. He has never been soen to lnugh,
hut oftentimes to weep.  Iis hands and limbs
are beautiful to look upon.  In speech he is
grave, reserved, modest, and he is faly among the
children of men,”

Verses 19, 20, If there i any man's testi-
nony we may accept about our Lord it is that
of the Bnmlnt.‘ who, from his elose contact with
the most profligate and with the most spiritual
of the people, saw what they needed, and saw in
Jesus power to give it: the business of whose
life it was to make him out, and to arrive at
tertain information regarding him ; o man whose
own elevation and force of character made many

'Plu;y he was the Messiah, bhut who hastened to
"y

Abuse their minds of such an ldon, heeanse his
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very elevation gave him capacity to see how in-
finitely above him the true Christ was. Seen
from the low ground the star may seem close to
the top of the mountain; seen from the moun-
tain top it is recognized as infinitely above it.
John was on the mountain top.—Dr, Marcus
Dods,

Verse 23. When Ibrahim Pasha, son of
Mohammed Ali, approached Jerusalem, a consid-
erable number of laborers went before him and
removed the stones from the way, amid a con-
stant cry of “Cast-up! Cast up the way! Re-
move the stones!”  And on a standard was writ-
ten, “The Pasha is coming” ; and everywhere the
cry was heard: “The Pasha is coming! The
P’asha is coming! Cast up the way! Remove
the stones!” The expression indicates the re-
moval of obstacles and difficulties preparatory
to some important manifestation, or some signal
event,—Nicholson.

Hark through the lonely waste
By foot of man unpaced,
Prepare the way ! a warning voice resounds :
Level the opposing hill,
The hollow valley fill ;
Make straight the crooked, smooth the rugged
grounds :
Prepare a passage, form it plain and broad,
And t|ll';l'\lnh the desert make a highway for our

Goc

Thine, Baptist, was the ery
In ages long gone by,
Heard in clear accents by the prohet's ear:
As if 'twere thine to wait,
And with imperial state
Herald some Eastern monarch's proud career,
Who thus might march his host in full array,
And speed through trackless wilds his unresisted
way.
But other task hadst thou
Than lofty hills to bow,
Make straight the crooked, the rough places
plain :
Thine was the harder part
To smooth the human heart,
The wilderness where Sin had fixed his reign ;
To make deceit his mazy wiles forego,
Bring down high-vaulting pride, and lay ambi-
tion low. —Bishop Mant,
Verses 26,27. The devil said to Saint Maca-
rius, “I can surpass thee in watching, fasting,
and many other things; but humility conquers
and disarms me,”
The bird that soars on highest wing
Builds on the ground her lowl nest ;
And she that doth most sweetly sing
Sings in the shade when all things rest;
In lack and nightingale we see
What honor hath humility.
When Mary chose the “better part,”
She meekly sat at Jesus' feet :
And Lydia’s gently opened heart
Was made for God's own temple meet ;
Faivest and best adorned is she
Whose clothing is humility,

The saint that wears heaven's brightest crown
In deepest adoration bends ;
The weight of glory bows him down
The most when most his soul ascends ;
Nearest the throne itself must be
The footstool of humility,

—I. Montgomery.
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The Lesson Illustrated

Verse 19. “The witness of John.” To Saul
of Tarsus on his way to Damascus Jesus ap-
peared and said, “I have appeared unto thee for
this purpose, to make thee a minister (servant)
and a witness both of these things which thou
hast seen, and of those things in the which I
will (yet) appear unto thee” (Acts 26. 16).
Years afterward, standing before King Agrippa,
Paul relates the story of his call and subsequent
conversion, and says, “Having thevefore ob
tained help of God, | continue unto this day,
witnessing both to small and great.” And again,
writing to Timothy at the very close of his glori-
ous career, while a prisoner at Rome after hav-
ing twice witnessed for his Master. Even before
the bloody Emperor Nero he urges Timothy to
follow his example in fearless testimony for
Christ.  To Israel, Jehovah, through the mouth
of his prophet Isaiah, says, “Ye are my w't-
nesses,” and in his Epistle to the Hebrews Paul
writes of a great “cloud of witnes with
which *“we also compassed about,” BEvery
disciple of Christ is to be a witness for him.

Verse 20. “I am unot the Christ.” The
temptation to accept honors which really belong
to another must necessarily come to every per-
son sometime in life as the opportunity so to do
came to John on this occ
boy who refuses to accept credit for work not
his own: eve employee who cheerfully recog-
nizes the superiority of others in service, and
every person holding a public office of trust and
honor who conscientiously and cheerfully gives
full eredit to “the man higher up,” is imitating
the example of John the aptist, who refused to
permit himself to be regarded either as “the
Christ,” or as Elijah, or as “that prophet.”

Verse 29. “Behold the Lamb of God.” Jesus
is preéminently “the Lamb of God,” not simply
“a Lamb of God.” e is the supreme, the suf-
ficient atonement for the sin of the world. [le
did not simply suffer on account of the sin of
the world, but for the ultimate and complete
cure of that sin.  But we may see in the suffer-
ing of the innocent among men partial illustra-
tions of the atoning sufferings of Christ. At
the heart of the war between Japan and Russia
is sin—sin not of the soldiers who die on the
battlefield, but the sin of the rulers, the sin of

¢ school-

the nation. But the soldier dies and by his
death helps to cure the national sin.

Verse 29. “Behold.” The man that travels
with his face northward has it gray and cold.
Let him turn to the south, where the sun dwells,
and his face will glow. *Looking unto Jesus”
is the sovereign cure for sinners. The pilot of a
Canadian revenue cutter was asked if he knew all
the rocks along the coast where he sailed. He
replied, ““ No, it is only necessary to know where
there are no rocks,” Whatever the difficulties, he
that looks aright to Jesus is safe.

Verse 29. “Taketh away the sin of the
world.” A Great German philosopher says with
truth, “The true sense of tragedy is the deeper
insight that it is not his own individual sin that
the hero atones for, but original sin.” Christ,
who in his suffering took upon himself “the sin
of the world,” did in a universal way what
everyone does in a limited way. All life has in
it the element of atonement,

Verse 29. “Taketh away the sin of the
world.” The conception of atonement for sin was
expressed by Jschylus, the Greek dramatist,
who made the chorus say to Orestes, who was
seeking purification from the crime of killing
his mother :

“There is atonement. Touch but Loxias’ altar,
And he from bloody stain shall wash thee clean.”

And he made Orestes say after his cleansing :

“The blood of beasts hath sprent me,
The lucid lymph hath purged the filthy stain,”

Verse 32. “John bare record.” When Chris-
tians bear record that this is the Son of God,
others will follow Jesus. An eminent foreign
jurist, who was an unbeliever, stepped into
& prayer-meeting room to see a man on busi-
ness. It was a testimony service, and as he
waited a number of his neighbors testified con-
cerning the reality of Christian experience, e
reasoned : “If these people were my witnesses
in the courtroom I should win the case. If their
testimony is reliable in other matters, why not
concerning spiritual things?" He rose and con-
fessed his doubts and asked for help. He is now
a class leader in that very church.

The School of Practice

1. In this lesson I admire John for making
Christ, and not himself, great. I will seek to
do that in some way this week, and if it seems
proper I will tell the class how the chance came
to me, and my experience in improving it.

2. John tried to point everybody to Christ
What he did T also should do; and T will try to
call some one's attention to Christ this week,
and will be willing to tell the class of my effort
next Sabbath.
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The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide

The Junlor Grade
PrANs For TEACHING

The lesson will be made more vivid by always
referring to John by the phrase A Max Dressep
IN CAMEL’S Harr, asking each time for his name,
Illustrations of his costume may be found in any
good Bible Dictionary. They might be copied
ind the drawings made of service as an introdue-
tion to the lesson. The meaning of such phrases
as ““record,” ¢ Levites,” “he confessed,” ‘¢ Elias,”
*“ Esains,” “that prophet,” *make straight the
way of the Lord,” should be made very plain,

Tell the story. There are three scenes: The
visitors from Jerusalem and their questions ; the
reply of John (describe his appearance and sur-
roundings) ; and the wonders he had seen and
heard. The Perry pictures and the Cosmos pic-
tures of John the Baptist (which cost respectively
one cent and three cents apiece) will add muci to
the interest and clearness of the lesson.

Many a teacher can work lifelong benefit to his
pupils by inducing the memorizing of the beautiful
LessoN Hymns which accompany this lesson,

Try to secure the baptism of all your boys and
girls,

For Next Suxpay,

Require the picture of the tent to be drawn.
Do not tell what it means until next Sunday.
Iave the HAaup Worns Mape Basy carefully
studied during the we The difference between
the two Johns, the meaning of “rabbi,” “dis-
ciples,” “Messins,” and “the law” should be
learned by the pupils during the week if pos-
sible,

The Intermediate Grade

Timely notes on John the Baptist, Pharisees,
Bethabara, and other phirases needing explan,
tion may be found on pages 18, 19 A fuller view
of John is given in Tie LessoN EXrosiTion
of which the last paragraph, “Who was Jesus
will furnish the keynote to many a teacher of
this lesson. In all our schools there are many
to whom Lentulus's supposed letter to the
Roman Senate (page 23) will be new. Fven
its apocryphal character does not detract from
its great interest. But it is not the Man whom
John urges us to “behold,” but the “Lamb"—
the adequate Sacrifice for sin. The first four
paragraphs of THE LESSON ILLUSTRATED throw
much light on the “witness” of John.

Ascertain which of your pupils have been
baptized, and if that duty has been neglected by
any parents make this lesson an opportunity
tactfully to remind them of it.

PLANS 1OR TEACIHING

Choose one of the best readers in the class
to read the lesson story, omitting, however, the
words which are spoken by various characters.
Choose another of the best readers to read the
words that are speken by John the Baptist.
Then let the rest of the class be ready to read in
unison (very softly) the words of the priests
and Levites from Jernsalem.  This will gratify
the dramatic instiner of the pupils, and at the
same time will make the lesson story vivid, Ior
picturesque environment give desc iptions of the
banks of the Jordan and the dress of the various
characters—John the Baptist in camel’s hair
and the priests and Levites in flowing roboes.
On the map trace the journey from Jerusalem to
Bethabara.

(i “BEHOLD ))\ 9
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“WHICH TAKETH AwAY
THE SIN OF THE WORLD'

Our LESSON DIAGRAM presents not so much
an outline of the lesson teachings as an applica-
tion. First: Write the Golden Text, which con-
tains the words of God and the words also of
God's human messenger. Secondly : Write the
two exhortations, To draw the dove descend-
ing amid clonds is desirable or otherwise ae-
cording to your artistic skill or that of your
pupils.  Remember that such diagrams i
are of little advantage if made exclusi oly
the teacher, no matter how skillfully, Fve
pupil should have something to do with their
preparation,

A simple plan is that proposed in The Inter-
mediate Lesson Quarterly :

1. Who Art Thou? (verses 19-22.) Joln's
faithfulness in proclaiming Christ led others to
inquire who he was,

2. The Witness of John (verse S). Itis
better to suffer hardship in doing what we ought
to do than to spend days of remorse because we
failed to obey our conscience and God.

3. The Vision of Jesus (verses 20-34). John
was given this vision of Jesus because his life
was consecrated to him. We, too, may have
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visions of Jesus if our lives are thoroughly
consecrated to his service,

Do not fail to press on the attention of each
of your scholars THE Scioor oF I'RACTICE,

For Next Sunpay
Ask your pupils to bring next Sunday written
answers to the following questions :
1. With whose name is the name of Philip
usually found in the list of the twelye apostles?
2. How many of the twelve apostles were
selected in the two days of Lesson 111

The Senior Grade
No adequate preparation for teaching a Bible
lesson in any grade can be made without a thor-
ough study of the phrases of the text and of the
connected passages, For the first our Wogrp
Srupies and for the second Dr, McFarland's
LESSON ExposiTron bring rich material.

PLANS FOR TEACHING

The Outline presented for study in The
Senior Lesson Quarterly will be found helpful
in teaching :

1. The Questions of Jerusalem (verses 19-28),
The questions: “We priests and Levites are the
folk who tell other folk how to behave. Who
can you be? How dare you teach people how
to be good? Why don't you ask us? Surely
you don’t pretend to be the Messiah ; nor Elias:
nor that Prophet? If not, who are you? Only
a ‘Voice'? Why then do you baptize?’ The
“Never mind me, “There standeth One
among you whom you know not. Watch him.”

2. The Lamb of God (verses 20-31). When
the One who stood among them passed by John
uttered the words of our GoLpen TeXT,

3. How John had learned that Jesus was the
th (verses 32-34). John “knew him not,"”
that is, knew not that he w the Messiah. But
God had given him a sign, and when John saw
on whom the Holy Spi descended he knew
that that was the Man ordained to baptize with
the Holy Ghost—the Son of God.

For some clagses the more detailed Outline
given on page 17 of this JOURNAL may be pref-
erable,

For NEXT SuNpAY
Ask each scholar to read each day the Home
Reading, and to come to the class next Sunday
with a clear understanding of the character-
istics and career of each person mentioned in
Lesson 111,

The Advanced Grade

L. The Gospel. We note the omission from
John's gospel of all allusion to our Lord’s birth,
childhood, and young manhood. Our lesson
closely follows that of last Sunday. Jesus comes
to the Jordan to be baptized. The marvelous
incidents of that baptism form John's “record”
in verses 32 and 33 of our lesson. Jesus is led
by the Spirit into the wilderness : he fasts forty
days, and is tempted by the devil—three specific
temptations being narrated by Matthew and
Luke. 1In our lesson he has returned to where
John was baptizing,

II. The Lesson, What reason had the
priests and Levites to investigate John's mis-
sion? Why did they assume that he must be a
reincarnation of some great Jew? What woulc
they understand by his (*atement in verse ?
What was the full meaning of their question in
ver What event enabled John to know
Jesus? In what sense had John probably known
him previously? (Luke 1, ¢ i) How may wo
also know Christ and yet not know him? (Mati.
13. 14-16; Acts 17. Phil. 3. 10-16.) To
what priestly sery did John refer when he
spoke of the Lamb of God? To what other pe-
culiar service did he refer b “taking away the
sin”? In what sense did . ‘come after”
John? In what sense was he “before” him?
Read Luke 2 for light on verse 82, Tow ix
the dove typical of the Holy Spirit? (Luke 2.
$ Matt. 10. 16.) How 1 y the Spirit abide
with us? (Luke 11. 13: John 3 7, 8; 1 Cor.
3. 16.)  Did John be that Jesus was divine
as well as human ?

Related to the teaching of this lesson is the

(lﬂ('ll"illl' of our church concerning the baptism
of children, Study it,

7

Libraty References

JOUN THE BAPTIST.—The Lives of Christ,
especially Edersheim and Geikie, and the Bible
Dictionaries,

SERMONS ON THE LESsoN

Verse 22-—Kendig,
Forge, p. 51. Verse 2

.. Sparks from My
—Burrell, D, J., The

Golden Passi wp T Verse 20.—Banks,
L. A., Christ and’ His 7.
Village Sermons, p. 124,
casional Sermons, p. 130,
Sermons, 225

mons, .
Christ, p. 1.

ton, W. R.
Trench, Westminster 8¢
McLaren, The Conquering

The Responsive Review

1. What questions did the rulers of the Jows
ask of John the Baptist? They asked who he
was, and what right he had to baptize. 2. How
did John the Baptist answer? He answered by
telling of One greater than himself who should

baptize with the Holy Ghost. 3. What did
John the Baptist say of Tesus? He said, “This
is he of whom I spake.” 4. What else did he
say about Jesus? He said, “Rehold, the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world."
5. What third statement did he make concern-
He said, “This is the Son of God.”
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The Church Catechism.

21. Hath God left mankind in this estate of sin
and misery * (od hath not left mankind in this

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER 27

estate of sin and misery, but hath provided re-
demption whereby all men may be delivered from
the guilt, power, pollution, an punishment of sin
and restored to the favor and image of God,

-

LESSON IIl. Jesus Wins His First Disciples

[Jan. 15

GOLDEN TEXT. Thou art the Son of God ; thou art the King of Israel. John 1. 49.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
John 1. 35-51.

35 Again the next day after John stood, and
two of his disciples;

#6 And looking upon Je'sus as he walked, he
th, Behold the Lamb of God!

37 And the two disciples heard him speak,
and they followed Je'sus,

38 Then Je'sus turned, and saw them follow-
ing, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They
said unto him, Rab’bi, (which is to say, being
interpreted, Master), where dwellest thou?

39 He saith unto them, Come and see. 'l‘lgo_\'
came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with
him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.

40 One of the two which heard John speak,
and followed him, was An'drew, Si'mon Pe’ter's
brother.

41 He first findeth his own brother Si‘mon,
and saith unto him, We have found the Mes-
si‘as, which is, being interpreted, the Christ,

42 And he brought him to Je'sus. And when
Je'sus beheld him, he said, Thou art Si‘mon
the son of Jo'na: thou shalt be called Ce'phas,
which is by interpretation, A stone,

43 The day following .lv’sua‘\\ymhl go forth
into Gal'i-lee, and findeth Phil'ip, and saith
unto him, Follow me.

44 Now Phil'ip was of Beth-sa'i-da, the city
of An'drew and Pe'ter.

45 Phil'ip  findeth Na-than'a-el, and saith
unto him, We have found him, of whom Mo'ses
in the law, and the prophets, did write, Je'sus of
Naz'a-reth, the son of Jo'seph.

[ Commit to memory verses 40, 41)

46 And Na-than'a-el said unto him, Can there
any good thing come out of Naz'a-reth? Phil’ip
saith unto him, Come and see.

47 Je'sus saw Na-than'a-el coming to him,
and saith of him, Behold an Is'ra-el-ite indeed,
in whom is no guile!

48 Na-than’a-el saith unto him, Whence
knowest thou me? Je'sus answercd and said
unto him, Before that Phil'ip called thee, when
thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.

49 Na-than’a-el answered and saith unto him,
Rab’bi, thou art the Son of God: thou art the
King of Is'ra-el,

50 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Be-
cause I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig
tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater
things than these.

51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven
open. and the angels of God ascending and de-
seene npon the Son of man.

Revisep VErsion.*

35 Again on the morrow John was standing,
and two of his disciples; 36 and he looked upon
Jesus as he walked, and saith, Behold, the Lamb
of God! 37 And the two disciples heard him
speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 And Jesus
turned, and beheld them following, and saith
unto them, What seek ye? And they said unto
him, Rabbi (which is to say, being interpreted,
Teacher), where abidest thou? 39 Ie saith
unto them, Come, and ye shall see. They came
therefore and, saw where he abode: and they
abode with him that day : it was about the tenth
hour. 40 One of the two that heard John
speak, and followed him, was Andrew. Simon
Peter’s brother. 41 He findeth first his own
brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have
found the Messiah (which is, being interpreted,
Christ). 42 He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus
looked upon him, and said, Thou art Simon the
son of John: thou shalt be ecalled Cephas
(which is by interpretation, Peter).

43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth
into Galilee, and he findeth Philip: and Jesus
saith unto him, Follow me. 44 Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and
Peter. 45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith
unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses
in the law, and the prophets, wrote, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 4G And Nathanael
said unto him, Can any good thing come out of
Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and
see. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him,
and saith of him, Behold, an Israelite indeed,
in whom is no guile! 48 Nathanael saith unto
him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered
and said unto him, Before Philip called thee,
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.
49 Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, thou art the
Son of God; thou art King of Israel. 50 Jesus
answered and said unto him, Because I said
unto thee, I saw thee underneath the fig tree, be-
lievest thou? thou shalt see greater things than
these. 51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily,
I say unto you, Ye shall see the heaven opened,
and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of man.

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson &
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Time.—A. D. 27. Place.—Bethany.
Home Readings
Wins Iis First Disciples.

M. John 1,

Tu. Jesus Wins His First Disciples. John 1.

43-51.

AR R B RIS (i s i e s b i i o i

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

[Jan. 15

W. The call to service. Matt. 4. 1222,

Th. Seekers encouraged. Jer. 29. 10-14.

I, Bringing others to Jesus. John 4. 27-30,
3942,

N.  No prophet from Galilee !

S. The Son of God!

John 7. 44-53.
Matt. 14, 22-33,

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 199,
See how great a flame aspires,
Kimllcg by a spark of grace !
Jesus' love the nations fires,
Sets the kingdoms on a blaze,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 164,
Gather them in, for there yet is room,
At the foast that the Klnr has spread ;
Oh, gather them in, let his house be filled,
And the hungry and poor be fed.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 170.
Tho shadows are falling, swift closeth the day,

I hear a voice calling,

it seemeth to nl:iy.—
-day 1

Oh, soul, hast thou gleaned well to
In the world's harvest field.

The Lesson Outline

1. Looking upon Jesus (verses 35, 36).

When John stood, two others stood : when he
looked, they looked:; when he spoke, they lis-
tened, 1t is so with us, however unimportant
or lonely we may feel. Each has his “disciples ;"
and even those personally unacquainted with
us are moved by our motions, held attentive by
our steadiness, and impressed by our words,

Looking is essentially pointing. Contemplate
anything, and others will begin to ask questions
about it. Beware at what you look,

John said not, “Behold the Man," but, “Be-
hold the Lamb." It was not the Carpenter he
was looking at or pointing to; not the cousin ;
not the youthful Rabbi—but the Atoner for the
world’s sins; the fulfillment of all types and
symbols of the Hebrew religion

I1. Following Jesus (verses 37-30)

The true test of cha er is not, To what
heights have you attained? but, In what direc-
tion are you going? Verse 37.

Our Lord’s question is profound. There are
muny ways of following Jesus, and many mo-

The Lesson

Verse 35. Again the next day after—
Compare the similar expression in verse
above : the words in both places are to he under-
stood literally,

Disciples—Literally, h‘ar'nmw(yn,hf{p). The
narrative in Matt. 4. 18, Mark 1. 16, and Luke
5. 2 refers to a later and more formal call of
these same first disciples, the narrative there in-
cluding Andrew and James also. Possibly all
four of these men had been, as we are told that
two of them were, disciples of John the Baptist.

6. And looking upon Jesus—DPerhaps
better, having looked on, that is, with a fixed

tives lead to such following. These men had the
true motive—*"Where dwellest Tiou?" Verse
38, Abiding with Jesus is the soul’s highest
privilege. Verse 39,

ILL. Bringing Others to Jesus (verses 40-46).

Andrew  brought  Simon: probably John
brought James; Jesus himself brought Philip;
Philip brought Nathanael,

If Christianity in 1905 had the zeal of its
first days, and if every Christian brought his
brother and his near neighbor to the Saviour,
how soon would the millennium dawn.

Jesus understands us all, those who bring and
those who are brought,

IV. Acknowledging Jesus (verses 47- 1),

Nathanael was all TIsrael, and
Jacob. He was sincere and devout. All he
needed was direction. e loved what Jesus was
before he had heard of Jesus. Verse 47.

“All things are naked and open to the eyes of
Him with whom we have to do.” Verse 48,

Our Saviour is our Judge. Verse 51.

Word Studies

not at all

!wnomlling gaze (comp. Mark 10. 21, 27: Luke
20, 17; 22, 61),

37. Heard him
them in particular,

Followed Jesus—Iere, then, we have the
first small beginning of the Christian Church,
since here begins that persqpal fpl!nw.uhip of in-
dividual souls with Jesus as the Christ, the
Saviour of men,

38. What seek ye?—It was evident that
they were seeking him, and he therefore does not
ask, Whom seek ve? but “What seek ye?” or, in
other words, “What is it you desire of‘ me?"

speak—Apparently not to
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Rabbi—Rabbi means in the Hebrew literally
“My Master,” and was used in the time of Jesus
as a title of respect by which teachers were ad-
dressed by their pupils.  The explanatory note
(which is to say, being interpreted, Master),
with many similar explanations of Ilebrew
words and usages oceurring throughout the gos-
pel, seems to point to a circle of non-Jewish
readers for which the gospel was intended,

39. About the tenth hour—The “hours™
of the day began with six o'clock in the morn-
ing, the “watches” of the night with six o’clock
in the evening. The tenth hour would thus be
four o'clock p, m. according to our reckoning of
time,

40. Andrew, Simon Peter's brother—
Andrew thus from the very beginning of the
gospel narrative takes a position subordinate to
that of his brother Simon, and is hencefortn
known in gospel and subsequent church history
alike only as the brother of the one who soon
came to be the most prominent of the entire
group of (lm-ipl(~§. With his characteristic re-
serve the evangelist John does not mention him-
self as being the other one of the two disciples
who followed Jesus. The same reserve in all
probability leads him to avoid mention of his
own brother James in the next sentence, in
which he reports that Andrew first findeth his
own brother Simon, the most natural explana-
tion of the expressions st” and “own brother”
being that both Andrew and John set out at the
same time, each in search of his own brother,
and that Andrew succeeded in finding Simon
before John found James,

1. Messias—DBotter, Messiah, from the
Hebrew Maschach, to anoint. Among the Jews
this term was well known and popular, The
translation of this Hebrew title into the Greek
equivalent “the Christos,” or the Christ, is an-
other indication that the gospel was intended
for Gentile rmuh~r~.

42. Of Jona ( val).—A\lnr.n correctly, as in
the best manuseripts, of John ('Twévov .

Cephas—('cplhas is from the Iebrew Keph
(Aramaic, Kepha), denoting a piece of rock.
¥ 1 Version, following the better man-
S in the last clause of this verse reads,
h ix by interpretation, Peter Dlacing the
xplanatory English word “Stone” in the mar-

gin,

43. The day following—The (hird after
the witness of John to the deputation of Phari-
sees (comp, verses 20, 85, 43). Jesus would go
forth |*was minded fo go forth™] into Galilee
from Bethabara beyond Jordan (comp. note on
verse 28 in Word Studies on the preceding les-
son ),

Philip—A  Greek name given
lionor of Philip the tetrarch (Luke o
other references to this disciple see Matt, 10, 3 :
Mark 3185 John 6, 5, f.; 12, 22: 14 8
Philip is referred to by Polyerates, Bishop of
Ephesus, in the latter part of the second cen-
ury, as one of the “great lights of Asin
(Minor), where John wrote his gospel,

44, Philip was of Bethsaida—The word

possibly in
A R O
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Bethsaida may mean either “Ilouse of Sport”
or “Fisher Home,” the latter of these two being
the preferable explanation. There seem to have
been two cities in Galiloe bearing this name;
one, Bethsaida Julias, was east of the Jordan
and north of the Sea of Galilee, and the other,
known simply as Beth da, west of the Jordan,
also near the northern shore of the Lake. The
latter of the two cities is the one here referred
to (comp. Matt, 4, 13).

45. Nathanael-—The name Nathanael means
literally “Gift of God,” and oceurs in Num. 1. 8
and 1 Chron, 2, 14, Nathanael is to be identi-
fied with Bartholomew, by which name he is
always mentioned in the synoptic gospels, John,
on the contrary, using only the name Nathanael.

Moses in the law (comp. Gen, 3. 15; 22,
18; 26. 4; 49. 10; Num. 21. 9; Deut. 18, 18),
and the prophets—The Ilehrew Old Testa-
ment Scriptures were divided into three great
portions, the first of which was known as “the

Law" or 1" and the second as *the
Prophets” op ebiim,” the latter including the
historical books as well as the books known to
us as prophetical, The t division, known as

“the Holy Writings” or
the poetical books and a few books of miscellane-
ous character. 'This arrangement is indicated in
the wording of this verse,

46. Any good . . . out of Nazareth?--
Nathanael wall a Galilean, and his questic
seems to indicate that even among the Galileans
Nazareth, one of their own citios, was held in
reproach, probably because of the rude and
wicked character of the people, which is indi-
cated by their treatment of Jesus soon after this
(comp. Luke 4, 16-30).

7-49. An Israelite indeed—That is, in
character as well as after the flesh, The guile-
lessness of Nathanael is immediately exemplified
in his making no mock or pretended repudiation
of the character attributed to him, “He is free
from the pride that apes humility,”

. Greater th‘ngl than these—The
public manifestations of the miraculous know!-
edge and power of Jesus which were to follow
were indeed still greater proofs of his divinity.

51. Verily—The same expression translated
elsewhere by onr ish word “Amen” (Gr.
dpfv), and in all cases used for solemn emphasis
of that which immediately precedes or follows,

Angels of God ascending and descend-
ing—A figurative expression refercri to the
perpetual communion and intercourse of Jesus
as the Son of God with the Father, of which the
disciples were henceforth to be witnesses, The
figure itself may have bheen suggested by the his-
torieal associations of the place where the meet-
ing of Jesus with Nathannel occurred, which
was probably in the direct line of Jacol's jour-
ney from Bethel—where he had had his wonder-
ful vision—to Haran ((Gen, 28, 10-15; 29, 1),

e Son of man—A familiar title by which
“the Messiah to come” was designated " (comp,
Dan. 7. 18, 14). It occurs more than eighty
times in the four gospels unsed invariably by
Christ in speaking of himself as the Messiah.

Kethubim,” included

3=
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The Lesson Exposition

IN TRANSITION

One right step leads to a better, as one wrong
step prepares for a worse. The man who lays
hold upon an opportunity will be led by it to a
still higher opportunity. Life is a series of
linked sequences, and every beginning has in it
the potency and the prophecy of the end. The
way in which these first disciples of Jesus came
to him illustrates this. We are prompted to say
as we read the simple story of their finding him,
“How fortunate that they happened to be there
with John when Jesus was passing by!” as if
it were a matter of happy chance. There was
no chance about it, nor was there any fixed fate
or destiny about it. It was the natural outcome
of what had gone before. These men had taken
one most important step before they found snd
accepted Christ—they had come to John's
preaching and had believed him, and attached
themselves to him. And back of that must have
been other things, a series of right choices, which
had prepared them for John's word. And just
because they had walked according to their light
hitherto, they found John; anc because they
had followed John the opportunity came to them
to follow Christ. They were in tygansition. One
thing passed them on to another. John was only
a “middle man” to introduce them to Jesus; but
they needed first to know Joln. No man goes
from the lowest to the highest at one bound.
The whole of a man’s life is back of him to lift
him up when the it opportunity comes. And
one failure anywhere in the years may break the
stairs by which the soul might otherwise mount
to the highest; and the soul will certainly come
to the highest that persistently and patiently
links- the days together with the bonds of duty.

“Tur Lame or Gop”

Reading the samples of John's preaching as
given, for instance, in Luke 3. 7-14, we might
conclude that he was simply a stern moralist
instructing men in right conduct, and so be led
to suppose that his thought of Christ was that
of a great teacher of morality who would rebuke
evil and command righteousness. But this ex-
clamation of John’s when he saw Jesus and
pointed him out to his disciples, shows us that
such was not his thought. The great thing
which John saw in Jesus was his sacrificial
quality and office. e was “the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world.” This is
the second great note in John's gospel, The first,
as we have seen, is given in the first title anp-

plied to Jesus, *“the Word,” which stands for
the great fact that he was the Revealer of God.
The second is this sacrificial title, “the Lamb of
God,” which embodies the great doctrine of the
atonement. Jesus was come not simply to teach
men how to live rightly, but to make it possible
for men to live rightly by the cure of sin. This
is the heart of the gospel, that Christ is come
“to take away the sin of the world.” Any reli-
gion, or morality, or philosophy that does not
provide for that fails as a physician would fail
who could not cure a disease, however wisely he
might discourse on the laws of health, Not
diagnosis only is needed, but cure,

“Wnar SEeg YE?'

Those two men who followed Jesus really did
not know definitely what they sought. It was
not necessary that they should. It was enough
that they were following the impulse of the best
that was in them. The main thing was that
they were seekers. They were following the
latest and best clew of truth that had come to
them. They did not know where nor to what it
would lead them, but they were sure it led some-
where and to somewhat. What they actually
found surpassed all they had conceived in ad-
vance. The spirit of a quest may be vague.
Sufficient if it pushes the soul out, for God is
never far from a seeking soul. In due time there
will be revealed to such a soul the object of its
search, and it will exclaim, “This was what |
sought though I knew it not.” Nicodemus, who
came to Jesus by night, was another man who
did not know precisely what he was seeking, but
whose obscure longings led him in the right
direction. All truth-seeking is likely to be vague
at first, and the are sure to be
greater than the advance conception.

discoveries

“WE Have Founp”

So Andrew said to his brother Simon: so
Philip said to Nathanael. And so it seemed to
them, and so in a secondary sense it was. But
if they had understood a little more deeply, they
would have said, “The Messias has found us.”
The process of the divine secking is usually hid
den, and the human quest appears to be the
chief thing. God appears to us at last, and we
ery out, “We have found him whom we sought.”
But it is really God finding us. Jesus came
down there to the Jordan from his temptation
in the wilderness for the express purpose of
meeting these men. 1'c¢ intimated that foresight
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and purpose to Nathanael. “Whence knowest amazed—afterward he should see “heaven open,
thou me?” Nathanael asked in wonder. And  and the angels of God ascending and descending
Jesus replied, “Before that Philip called thee, upon the Son of man.” And 80 Christian ex-
ds for when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee,” perience is always a growing vision, Its begin-
f God. And s0 it had been with the others—John, and ning is great, but there is always the greater
mb of Andrew, and Simon, and Philip, Before they beyond,
of the bad heard of him he knew llmmj ‘."\(- !nlyu SELECTION FOR SERVICE
teach | not chosen me, but 1 haye chosen you,” he said s g L -
to them later. It is important and encouraging X l‘,""!’ In mind that this is the record of
for us to keep this in mind, that Christ is seek- ¢ "”j‘"' 8 selection of certain men fﬂr""l}t“"“l
. come ing us, and in every new experience, every wr\'m-'.‘ And we have only their prelum'u‘ary
y reli- ¥ clearer revelation of truth und duty, is finding  “0ll. They were not yet made ""f""'le" “}m
es not Jus. We may say that we are finding him: but “'_“k place more than a year lnt.(-r In connection
ld fail § that is because he puts himself in our way. And  Vith the sermon on the mount in Galilee. But
ely he [ it should strengthen us as we €0 to tell others it was the first louv‘h.nf Christ that singled .thom
Not Jof him, that before we reach them Christ has ivut.for the "l'"’_"”""h”" There was no aceident
seen them, even as he saw Nathanael before the 0 it. Jesus did not take at random the first
coming of Philip. men who offered, e knew these men, and they
. : . had the qualities he needed.  He tells us a little
Iy did e Growixa Vision of what he saw in one or two of them. Na-
y }' Nathanael's first vision of Christ in the light thanael had genuineness, sincerity, “an Israelite,
t “':‘I" of his foreknowledge of him seemed a final and indeed, in whom was no guile.”  Simon had in
ROREN sufficient vision.  “Rabbi, thou art the Son of him the capacity of great strength and firmness
e best God; thou art the King of Israel.” Nothing, it “Thou shalt he callec Cephas, which is by
5 that §seemed to Nathauael, could go beyond that, terpretation, A stone,” [le had in him rg
g the §And in words nothing could go beyond it. But stuff; by and by would come the pressure that
t we learn in many ways that words have expan- would harden it, And so doubtless saw the
me 1o § jive meanings. It was a very great thing to  qualities of all the others, and saw that they
hat it Nathanael, it was in reality a great thing. But represented what he needed in the men who
some- §it was only the begin ng. “Thou shalt see were to be the apostles of apostles,  And still
tually §&reater things than these.,” Not a simple tray- hy wha“ he sees in men, he selects and calls them
a m". eler at whose foreknowledge of him he was 1o service,
ague. N
ot b @he Lesson Praper
ere
of its © Zord, the dap when thou wast first pointed out to us, and when, following
l”\':n'. atter thee, we fivst found thee and knew thee to be tbe Chbrist, the Son of God, 1s of
3 who | thepast. fitistousa great memory, for it was the beginning of a new lite, JBut
 but § greater daps bave come to us since ; for again and again, in some new aspect, and
right leading the wayp to some new labor or sacrifice, thou bast passed us, and, filled with
l"“";‘" wonder, we bave followed thee, and thou bast shown thyself to us as we never
he
2 knew tbee before. Ever thou bast been calling us to new disciplesbip, ever thou
bast been commissioning us to new apostlesbip, and ever thou bast been going on
betore us n new revelations of thy glorp. Make us, we pray thee, thy witnesscs
¢ S0 it 1o our brotber men of all tbat thou bast revealed thyself untous, Fmen,
ed to
But .
hioy Lesson Coin Thoughts
us."”
hid- God's way will win the world some day. Every movement a man makes is noticed by
 the We can best point men to “the Lamb of God”  1he Master,
d we @y living for him. Jesus would turn from the sight of heaven
ht.” Facts point better than fingers, to see a sinner follow him,
gat. Before a man will turn to the right he must A man’s sight is never clear till he sees Christ
CAM® Bkee that he is headed wrong, through his creed,
ition The testimony of John led two disciples 1o The men whom Jesns asked what they sought
e of @ollow Jesus, were already following him,
2 there is enough truth left in most men to May a man follow Christ for commercial con
ht
Sig nake them listen to the trul, !

nest?y
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May a man follow Christ for social prestige?
What kind of motive must a man have before
may be said of him that he follows the Master?
The question of the two disciples was one of
location, and not of character.

Where a man lives and what his life is are
not the same questions,

Questions about Christ fall short if they stop
with this world.

The significant question about any man is not
about his house, but his heart.

It is not where are you, but who are you.

The supreme guestions are rooted in mind and
not in matter.

Jesus was practical when he said, **Come and

oo,

He was practical when he said, “What seek
ye?"

Both questions signify the spirit of modern
\l'i('“('('.

Are there plants in the field?
says, “Come and see,”

Are there rocks in the hills?
says, “Come and see.”

Are there stars in
says, “Come and see,’
aste and see,” is the Bible’s way of saying,
“Test and see.”

Andrew  began  Christian  work whh  his
brother, but who shall say where his brother's
work ended ?

Andrew was not much known to the publie,
but he projected Peter into Pentecost.

Mighty prayer is back of every mighty Pente-
cost,

The hotanist
The geologist

the sky? The astronomer

We cannot well show to another what we our-
selves have never found

What you do not wish to show to another is
havdly worth finding.

The most of God's great revelations have been
made through men,

The secret of great leadership is seeing what
is in men.

A surface view of Simon would have called
him superficial.

The real guality of a nut is in the kernel and
not in the shell,

Christ saw in Peter a mighty man in the
making,

The “inner man’
outside,

cannot all be seen from the

The strongest souls are not worn on sleeves,

Chaff is light, but it covers wheat.

No outward discovery is equal to the discovery
of a soul,

The path of duty may look dark for a time,
but it leads to light.
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It is safe to follow Christ even into danger.

If we have really found Christ we shall wish |
to tell others, 4

It is well to know Christ by history ; it is bet-
ter to know him by heart.

Great people have come from small places,

Small people have come from great places.

Places do not make people great, but people
may make places great.

No man is quite great unless Ye is good.

The oak came out of the acorn.

The river grew from a rill,

Great men have come from humble homes,

The mighty Nazarene came out of Nazareth,

It is the purpose with which a man comes,
and not the place from which he comes, that
makes him great,

By saying to Nathanael, “Come and see,"”
Philip showed himself to be a philosopher,

Many more men might see Christ if they
would take the pains to look.

Jesus sees us from afar and knows who we
are.

Some people find it easy to believe with little
evidence,

Some people find it hard to believe with great
evidence,

B
One

other
We shall have full proof of Christ’s power if who
we trust him. riptun

Christ is always ready to give reasonable sat-
isfaction to the demands of reason.

It is to the heart, and not to the head, that the
heavens open.

Angels walk with him who walks the path of]
duty.

hze ey

irned
sus in

God can send angels to men as easily as h
can send sunlight to the world,

Sincere and sustained effort is the soul o
SUCCess,

had ¢
nself,

A exy
luence

A failure may show a fact by which a soull, Lord

springs to strength,

Christ won his way by being one with God
way.

TTe never whe

Iy fails who keeps on trying.

We are sometimes doing the best work whil
we wait,

He will live a great life who throws his liff
out to a great purpose,

He who wins must often wait as well as work

The greatest strength is often the stillest,

The thrones that endure must stand on th
things that are sure.

Beyond the greatest things that we see in th
kingdom of Christ there is always somethi
greater,

If we stand for the truth in the dark we shal
soon see daylight,
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¥ Lesson Heart Talks
i BY MRS. J. H. KNOWLES
is bet-

This simple story of the words, deeds, and ex- what he knows, We are not told that anyone
es, criences of two days in the country beyond Jor- spoke to Philip about Jesus,  Jesus himself
ces. an is the story of world-wide redemption and found Philip and said to him, “Follow me,"
people @i lvation. A man who believed with all his The Lord has different ways of bringing us

eart and with intelligent conviction said to two to be his disciples, But by whateyer way we
1 ther men, *“Behold the Lamb of God!”  There come the result is the same if we really know

48 N0 argument, nothing but the force of one him, Philip found Nathanael and said in the

an's belief penetrating the mind of another, same positive way, as g man speaks when pne
i e result was, the two men followed Jesus, knows a thing by experience, “We haye found
th. ishing to know him better, as everyone does who Jesus, of whom Moses and the prophets wrote,™
comes, Wuly follows him: they asked, “Master, where At once Nathanael was interested and began to
, that l@wgllest thou?" Fe answered, “Come and see,"”

inquire, Philip dia not undertake to answer,

He might have argued all day about the po
ice. At once, without Dostponing this for other bilities of Nazareth, and left Nathanael with
ressing engagements," they accepted his gra- nothing better than an interrogation point in
ous invitation and spent the rest of the day  mind. e simply said, with the forcee of con-
ith him.  What wonderfyl] things they heard! viction, **Come apd see,™ Seeing, king, get-
I that interview they learned to love him, and ting acquainted with Jesus for himself, made
neeforth they followed him as faithfully as Nathanael as sure as the others, and he said
iperfect disciples can follow the perfect Mas-  with all his heart, “Thou art the Son of God;
r.

thou art the King of Israel,”
One of these two hurried to tell nis own This is the way the

other that he had found the Christ, the One the saving truth of (

whom his mother had taught him in the will not do it, thoug
riptures; of whom he had heard in the syna- ing will persuade
patie every Sabbath when he was a boy. This is better
1S 4 new sort of knowledge, Andrew had never
It like finding Peter to tell him what he had
irned about Jesus, but when
sus in this personal way

nowing Jesus is a mat

ter of personal experi-

world must he brought to
jod.  Intellectual teaching
b it may lead to it. Noth-
men that the religion of Josus
than Mohammedanism, Buddhism, or
morality with no religious creed, except a heart-
knowledge of him, None can persuade them to
he really Lnew find that Iwurt-klm\\'lwlm- but those who can
it was too good to with positiveness s “I know !" Nothing will
D to himself ; he wanted his brother to know  hold Your mind to its anchorage in the truth
i too, Because Andrew was so sure of what you have been taught all your life except this
had to tell, Peter went to Jesus to see for Iwurl-kum\'lwlg« for yourself, You will be
nself. There was no argument here ; only the blown out to sea, or drift away with the tide, if
e experience and certain belief of one mind  your religious faith holds only by what you have
luenced by another, “Ye are my witnesses, saith been taught about Jesus, and not in your knowl-
e Lord.” " A witness does not argue. Ie tells edge of him as your own friend and Saviour,

The Lesson in Literature and Ast

Verse 38, “Then Jesus turned and saw  jpto a bear by the
'm following"—lurned. probably, because he
ird them follow 18, for he suffers none to fol-

I vain.  Sometimes it may seem as if he

Jjealous Juno ; Io, the beauti-
ful Greek goddess, was transformed by Joye into
a heifer; the bresumptuous Actmon was trans-
formed into g stag by Diana and was hunted hy
. Sometimes it may seem as if the best years his own dogs ; and the North American Indians
life were spent in following, and all to no  have g charming legend which recounts how a
fhose, It is not so, If some have spent years beautiful girl, pursued by a river god, soughi
following, and cannot yet say that Christ has protection in the reeds, and how, thereupon, hey
‘ned and made them conscious that he is re- body was changed into a graceful stalk, her
nding to their search, this is because in theiy teeth into milk-white kernels, and her floating
th lie many obstacles, all of which must he i ilk : 80 that there stood, instead of a
woughly cleared away.  And no man should  maiden, a tall, slender stalk of Indian corn ; and

time and the toil that is spent on it is thus that they account for the origin of
1estly clearing away whatever RIEVents a per-  their maize. But it remains for sa narrative
'l coliesion to this eternal friend.— Doy, to relate how, by the divine power of Christ, an
erse 42, Transformations have not been impetuous, wavering, im ulnivo. fisherman can
“ommon in story and myth and legend, be changed into a & fast, mﬂexib}e apostle
phne was changed into a laurel tree to OSeape  and martyr, And what the transforming power
" wooing of Apollo : Calisto was transformed o Christ could do for Peter it oan and will do
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for every man, according to the measure of his
merit and his need.

Verse 46. You think that work is disgrace-
ful and degrading, and that taste and true cul-
ture ripen only in idle leisure. “Come and see.”
Set yourself to work. You know nothing about
it. Try it, and see what a good life it brings.
You think that serious thought is stupid, that
nothing but trifling dissipation is interesting
and exciting. *“Come and see,” Try it, and find
that there is an exhilaration about a high pur-
suit of ideas that is as far beyond ail mere
frivolity as climbing a mountain peak is better
than running races in the valley. This appeal
to experiment and fact is the greatest hope of
mankind. This is the very soul of modern sci-
ence. Philosophers had been making theories
about what the world ought to be and what
nature ought to do. “Come’ and see,” said
Bacon. That was the watchword of the induc-
tive philosophy, and to-day the world is full of
men just patiently seeing what Nature is doing,

The Lesson

Verse 37. “The two disciples heard him.”
The first conquests of Christianity were not
made by an appeal to a multitude. One man
pointed two other men to Christ, and then one
of them went and told another man of Him
whom he had found. Christianity has grown by
individual communication.

Verse 41. “We have found the Messias."”
One of the large pictures in Tissot’s series of
paintings of the life of Christ is called “The
Inward Voices.” This is the description: “Two
poor wretches have taken refuge in a ruined
building. ‘O God!' they moan amid their com-
plaining. Thus unwittingly they call on him.
A thrill creeps over them. A Being is near.
He shows them his blood-stained hands. They
instinctively know the Christ. They are made
to understand the meaning of atonement through
suffering, that ransom of the soul, of redemption
by sacrifice.”

Verse 42. “He brought him to Jesus.”
There is a legend that Alexander the Great
found a man freezing to death. IHe roused him,
rubbed him, caused him to be taken to a place
of warmth and shelter, and finally saw him re-
stored and safe. Then the great general ex-
claimed, **This is the happiest day I have ever
known—I have saved a human life!” Even
greater is the joy of one who saves a soul,

Verse 42, “He brought him to Jesus.”
Scientists tell us it is the habit of certain species
of bees that when an individual bee of a given
swarm discovers a new and promising field for
honey-gathering it flies directly back and noti-
fies the other bees of the swarm, whereupon a
sufficient number accompany it back and assist
in quickly gathering the rich harvest. Should
not every person who has tasted the joyof God's
pardon and love do likewise and tell others about
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learning her by the humble wisdom of experi-
mental science.—Phillips Brooks.

Verses 47, 48. Secret devotions resemble
the rivers which run under the earth; they steal
from the eyes of the world to seek the eyes of

God; and it often happens that thos whom
we speak least on earth are best k in
heaven.—Caussian.

Verse 48.

Oh. say not thou art left of God, because his
tokens in the sky

Thou canst not read ; this earth he trod, to teach
thee he was ever nigh.

Ile sees, beneath the fig tree green, Nathanael
con his sacred lore ;

Shouldst thou thy chamber seek, unseen he en-
ters through the unopened door.

And when thou liest, slumber-bound, outwearied
in the Christian fight,

In glory girt with saints around, he stands above
thee through the night.

—J. H. Newman.

Illustrated

that which he has found, bringing them also
into an experimental knowledge of the same joy
of pardon?

Verse 42. “Thou shalt be called Cephas.”
George Macdonald in one of his stories describes
an old Scotch school-teacher who gave to each
of his pupils a new name after he came to see
the really distinctive quality in the pupil’s char-
acter. The new scholar waited eagerly for the
day when the teacher would give him his name,
and in most cases strove to make himself worthy
of an honorable name. Once given, the new
name was the one thereafter by which the
scholar was known. Jesus did not need to wait,
but saw the central quality in Simon and at once
called him Peter, “a stone.” God names us for
honor or shame to correspond with what we are,

Verga 45. “Philip findeth Nathanael.” Those
first dmmp]vs'wern filled with a great enthusi-
asm. They illustrated the Hebrew word for
“{nrophp(-_\'.“ which means “to bubble forth.”
What we have in Psa. 45. 1, “My heart is in-
(]ltmg a good matter,” strictly means, “My heart
is bubbling up of a good matter.” So the dis-
ciples were “bubbling up.” They had to tell
others ahout Jesus: they couldn’t keep still.

Verse 45. “Philip findeth Nathanael.” Some
years ago an elderly German lady living in a city
not far from New York invited her German serv-
ant girl to accompany her to church, The kind-
ness of the lady, together with the preaching of
the gospel to which she was compelled to listen,
persuaded the girl to accept Christ. Not many
weeks passed before she in turn was the mea
of leading another German girl to the Master:
both united with the church. This second girl
returned to Germany for a visit, and on her re-
turn voyage met a young woman and her brother
whose destination was the city in which she
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lived. She cultivated their acquaintance, and
was the means of leading both to Christ.  The
brother married into a Christian family, and the
sister also married, bringing her hushand with
her into the fellowship of the church, Every
member of this group of persons—the elderly
lady, the two servant girls, the brother and sis-
ter, and the sister's husband, are still faithful
and aggressive workers of the same little Ger-
man church, and through their earnest personal
efforts others also have been led to Jesus,

Verse 46. “(Come and see.” The seeker sees,
the indifferent is blind. And we see what we
seek. ITe who looks for deformity will discover
it, and he who looks for beauty will find. it.
Ask, knock, seek—and be it good or evil what
you ask shall be given, the gate at which you
knock shall be opened, the thing you seek shall
be found. The seeker after truth is always hope-
ful, because there is an instinetive assurance
that the truth ‘will be found by those who make
quest for it. Long ago Sophocles said: “But
what is searched for is to be got at, while that
which is unregarded escapes,”

Verse 47. “An Israelite indeed.” That
meant genuineness, sincerity, not pretense and
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semblance. Robert Browning makes one of his
best characters say :

“There was no duty patent in the world

Like daring to be good and true myself,
Leaving the show of things to the Lord of Show,
And Prince o’ the Power of the Air.”

Verse 47. “In whom is no guile.,” The
writer a few years ago was being shown tlirough
a factory in a New dngland town where certain
carpenters’ tools were being made, Coming to
a bench at which a workman was employed, the
guide said, “This man is waxing.” The wood
of some of the tools had slight surface defects,
and the man was filling these with a paste made
of fine sawdust and glue, and when dried and
smoothed and varnished their defects were im-
perceptible.  Later, in actual use, the filling
would come out and reveal the cheat. The trick
of the factory illustrated by contrast the word
sincerity, which means “without wax,” referring
to the habit of ancient makers of furniture in
filling defective places with wax. The char-
acter of Nicodemus was “without wax.” It was
what in modern phrasé would be called “straight
goods,”

The School of Practice

1. T cannot go after Jesus as the two disciples
did to whom John pointed him out: but this
week I will follow his example in some new
way; and I will tell the class next Sunday in
what way I did it, and the result.

2. T do not yet profess to be a follower of
Christ ; but he has been pointed out to me again

The Lesson Digest

BY ROBERT R.
The Junior Grade.

PLANS FoR TEACH)NG,

A good way to teach this lesson is to have a sort,
of paratile enacted before the eyes of the children
as described in the following ragraph :

Bring a dried fig into the cms and cut it with a
sharp knife into as many pieces as there are mem-
bers of the class, giving a morsel to each. The
novelty of this act, which should carefully be asso-
ciated with the fig tree of the text, will whet the
appetite for the truth,

How mnrg;people are mentioned in this lesson ¢
John the ptist—one; two of his disciples—
t{lm; the Lord Jesus, to whom John pointed the
disc ples—four ; Andrew’s brother Simon (who
received a new name)—five ; Philip—six ;, Na-
thaniel—seven,

It is never well w‘reraonsle Jesus ; but it will
be interesting to divide the other oharacters unonf

the membery:f the class, so that one boy or gir

in this lesson ; and this week [ will try to seek
him and learn more about him ; and if I succeed
I will tell the class about it next Sunday,

3. I see in to-day's lesson how each one who
found Christ went at once to his nearest friends
to tell them about him. I also will this week in
some way invite some one to come to Christ,

and Teacher’s Guide

DOHERTY, PH.D,

shall represent Nathaniel, one John the Baptist, and
soon. Let each say (at the proper time) what the
Ferson he represents said ; and thus enact a simple
ittle drama in the class,

For Nexr Suspay

Draw on the blackboard a picture of the water-
pots as shown in the Primary Lesson Notes (p. 63)
and ask the scholars to bring copies next Sunday.

The Intermediate Grade

It will be well, preliminary to the more spiritual
study of this lesson, to master the meaning of such
phrases as *¢ disciples,” ¢ rabbi,” the *“ hours 2 of
the day, ““the law and the prophets,” ““angels: of
God ascending and descending,’ ‘‘the Son of Man,”
Note also the very enlightening paragraph con-
cerning Transformations contributed by Professor
Lockwood on page 12, ;s
The illustrations for thie lesson are exceedingly
rich. Do not neglect Tre Scroor, oF Pracrice,
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Note that the suggestions made for each lesson
are to be followed only as they have specisl
adaptability. The teacher will find them easy to
be modified to suit the needs of each class.

PLANS For TEACHING

This is the third lesson in which John the
Baptist figures. Recall what is told of him in
Lessons I and 11

Five steps may be traced in the lesson story
of to-day: 1. Looking upon Jesus; 2. Following
Jesus; 3. Living with Jesus; 4. Bringing Others
to Jesus; 5. Understanding Jesus,

Here was the very beginning of the Christian
Church—the tiny spring from which the great
stream of Christianity has flowed with ever-
increasing volume. Bring an acorn to class, or
a seed corn, as an illustration of hundredfold
increase,

We observe that four out of the five men who
become disciples of Jesus in this lesson are
brought to him by others. It might be well to
use the five fingers of your right hand to illus-
trate this. The truth to be learned is that thi«
is a principle in the growth of Christ's kingdom.
We must be sure we are following Jesus; then
must bring others.

FOUR 600D EXAMPLES

JonN])'“EFFD Annuth‘;fi-“s‘.""
2

ISCIPLES OTHER
HAVE I ? HAVE 1?

OUN

UND NT
HIS AND
pml'w RIENDS NA"MNAH' ORSHIPED

HAVE 1 ¢ .3’ HAVE 19
s R,

“Four Good Examples” may be shown on paper
pad, slate, or blackboard by our LESSON DiaA-
GRAM.

No detail of the lesson should be overlooked ;
and a simple and excellent way is to tell the

X &
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best place in which to begin Christian work is
home,

3. Philip and Nathanael (verses 43-51). We
never lose our individuality in the sight of God.

Spend a minute or two on the unnamed dis-
ciple, who is believed to have been John the
Evangelist. The superlative delicacy of St. John
in all his references to himself throughout this
entire gospel are well worthy of the most thought-
ful attention.

For NEXT SUNDAY

Ask your pupils to bring in written answers
to the following questions :

1. With whose name is that of Philip usually
found in the list of the twelve apostles? And
what inference is generally made from this asso-
ciation of names?

2. Write the names of the other seven of the
twelve apostles, who were called later.

3. Which of the apostles lived in Cana?

The Senior Grade

For this grade, as for the Intermediate, the
LessoN ExposiTioN will commend itself to
many, to the exclusion, if need be, of other out-
lines and plans: but no two teachers in their
preferences and aptitudes are alike. There are
classes which would be greatly impressed by our
CoiN Tuouvaurs, and teachers who can use them
with comforting results. The paragraphs begin-
ning, “Why to follow Jesus,” “Come and see,”
‘“ Great men have come from humhle homes,” and
““Chaff is light but it covers wheat” are exceed-
ingly effective. Still another avenue to the heart
of the pupil is opened by Mrs. ‘Knowles in her
Heart Tauks. The enthusiasm for goodness which
characterizes the young men mentioned in our
lesson finds melodious utterance in Miss Havergal'e
lines on Consecration.

PrLANs ForR TEACHING

A helpful exercise in what Bishop Vincent
calls Bible exploration is to search for the gos-
pel requirements concerning our attitude toward
the Lord Jesus. A brief survey of the incidents
of the lesson will show how the earliest disciples
met these requirements: 1. Earnest search for
the Christ: 2. Intelligent belief; 3. Prompt
obedience: 4. Ready following: 5. Faithful
work: 6. Steadfast service; 7. Reverential love.
Thirty-five Bible references, illustrative of these
points, are given on page 13 of the Senior
Quarterly,

'l‘llw 'L(v-usnn Story may be so treated as to

story, with a running | on
the members of the class to supply such facts
and truths as they know. Or follow the Onut-
line of the Intermediate Quarterly :

1. “Behold the Lamb of God" (verses 35-39).
Many a soul has been lost because Christians
were silent who might have said, “Behold the
Lamb of God.”

2. Seeking a Brother (verses 40-42). The

four important truths:

1. That Jesus is our personal Saviour,

2. That Jesus is our Model for character and
conduet,

3. That Jesus is the source of supply for all
our needs and the needs of our friends.

4. That Jesus is our personal Judge,

Or, where prefeired, the Lesson Outline, page
27 of this magazine, may profitably be followed.

Trace on the map in the presence of the class
the journey from Jerusalem to Bethabara.
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For Nexr Sunpay
Three questions to which written unswers are
to be brought next Sunday ;

1. Who received the most
miracle in Cana ¥

benefit from this

2. Is Cam mentioned
than John?

3. What should a1 of
teach us?

In any other gospel

God's gifts to men

The Advanced Grade

1. The Gospel, Our first three or four les-
sons from John's gospel are so closely connected
that not much of the book has thug far come
under our scrutiny, Already, however, the care-
ful student has detected brocesses of thought
and choices of phrase which are peculiar to this
#ospel, and which are believed by the majority
of scholars to show its Inte origin, and that it
was written amid the conditions indicated by
tradition, One such brocess of thought iy that
of the Prologue, Those who elaim that the book
was written earlier than (he end of the first cen-
tury are almost compelled to assume that this
Prologue was added by a later hand, in spite of
the fact that there js no passage fn all the Bible
more churncteriullonlly “Johannine” in concep-
tion and manner, John's tendency to record con-
versations in detail js worthy of notice, The
very words of each spenker are given, We find
this in our lesson for to-day, and will find it in
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more marked degree in the narratives of Nico-
demus and the woman of Samaria.

We lhave noted the obvious divisions into
Preface (Prologue), Book, and Appendix (Epi-
logue) —John 1. 1-18; John 1. 19 to chapter 20;
and John 21, Another obvious division comes
between chapters 12 and 13. From chapter 1 to
chapter 12 Christ s represented s revealing
himself to the world : from chapter 13 (o chap-
ter 20 as revealing himself in a more intimate
sense to his disciples, The events of these two
great divisions, consisting of eleven and a half
chapters, fal) naturally into three sections dis-
tinetly marked, The first of them, John 1, 19 o
2. 11, furnishes us with Lessons I1, 111, and 1V,
If we look more closely at this fipst section we
find that it is a record of what has been called
spontaneous testimony to the Messiahship of
Jesus, firgt, by the inspired forerunner; seconil,
by the disciples who discovered the Messiah in
Jesus; and third, by his own divine act, "The
second line of cleavage is at John 4. b4,

IL. The Lesson. For the study of this Jes
son in the most mature class the suggestions for
the Senior Grade will be found helpful, 'Fhe
characteristics of the disciples here mentioned
are worthy of study,  First, Andrew, who js
seldom mentioned but when bringimg others 1o
Jesus; the self-effacing John ; Simon, whose
magnificent moral qualities are at once acknow)-
edged ; Philip, the practical ; Nathanael, the de-
vout “eritie,”

Library References

BY REV, 8, q, AYRES, B.D,

THE Discipres,—T)he best books on the dis-
ciples are: Bryce, Training of the Twelve,
Sooy, Individuality, Vance, College of the
Apostles, Knight,” The Master'y Questions to
His Disciples, Reed, Companions of Our Lord,
Symington, The Apostles of Our Lord, On
Peter, there ape many blographies which will
be noted in later lessons,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON
Verse 35.—Banks, I A, Christ and His
Friends, p. 40, Verse :ul.-ﬂulln'h-. A, The
Way of Life, p. 120, Verse 40.—Banks, 1., A,

Christ and His Friends, p. 56, Liddon, H. p.,
Sermons, vol, ii, No, 740. " Newman, J, il., Ser-
mons, vol. ii, p. 1. Verge 42.—The ulpit, Lon-
don, vol. xxxi, p. H7. Verse 43.»—Bunks, L A,
Christ and His F iends, p. 70. Verse 45—
Banks, L, A, Christ and His Friends, p, 81,
Verse 46.—Liddon, H, P., Universit Sermons,
vol. ii, p. 1. Versge 47‘—Newman, . H., Ser-
mons, vol. ii, p, 29, Banks, L. A., Ohrist an
His Friends, D 90, Wesley,'J.. Works, vol, vii,
p. 37, Burrell, D, J., To Christ’s Crown, p, 202
Vorgo 5].~M(-(‘lnl'(-n. The Conquering Christ,
p. 189,

The Responsive Review

1. Who came to orepare the way for Christ?
John the Baptist, 2,V ‘hat did he say of Jesus ?
“Behold the Lamy of God!" g, Who heard
John the Baptist say this? Two of his disciples,
4. What did they do? They followed Jesus,
5. What did one of these two disciples say to
his brother Simon? “We have found the Mes-
siah” @ ho were among the earliest dis-

iples of .ipuun? Andrew and Peter, Philip and

Nathanael. 7,
“Thou art,” ete,

The Church Catechism,

22, How hath God provided redemption for
mankind?  God hath rovided redemption for
is Son, our Lord Jesus
imself a ransom for all,

Repeat the GoLpen Texr,

mankind by His gift of
Christ, who gave
1 Timothy 2, 4.6,
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The First Miracle in Cana

LESSON IV.

[Jan. 22

[Jan. 22

GOLDEN TEXT. Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. John 2. 5.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Read John 10. 22-42.]
John 2.1-11. [ Commit to memory verse 11.]

1.And the third day there was a marriage in
Ca'na of Gal'i-lee; and the mother of Je'sus
was there :

2 And both Je'sus was called, and his disci-
ples, to the marriage.

3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of
Je'sus saith unto him, They have no wine.

4 Je'sus saith unto her, {\'onmn. what have I
to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.

5 -His mother saith unto the servants, What-
soever he saith unto you, do it.

G And there were set there six waterpots of
stone, after the manner of the purifying of the
Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.

7 Je'sus saith unto them, Kill the waterpots
lv;vi'th water. And they filled them up to the

rim.

8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now,
and bear unto the governor of the feast. And
they bare it.

9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the
water that was made wine, and knew not whence
it was: (but the servants which drew the water
knew;) the governor of the feast called the
bridegroom,

10 And saith unto him, Every man at the be-
ginning doth set forth good wine: and when
men have well drunk, then that which is worse:
but thou hast kept the good wine until now.

11 This beginning of miracles did Je'sus in
Ca'na of Gal'i-lee, and manifested forth his
glory : and his disciples believed on him.

Revisep VERrsios.*

1 And the third day there was a marriage in
Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was
there. 2 And Jesus also was bidden, and his
disciples, to the marriage. 3 And when the
wine failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto him,
They have no wine. 4 And Jesus saith unto
her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine
hour is not yet come. 5 His mother saith unto
the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do
it. 6 Now there werc six waterpots of stone
set there after the Jews’ manner of purifying.
containing two or three firkins apiece. T Jesus
saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water.
And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he
saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto
the ruler of the feast. And they bare it. 9 And
when the ruler of the feast tasted the water now
become wine, and knew not whence it was (but
the servants that had drawn the water knew),
the ruler of the feast calleth the bridegroom,
10 and saith unto him, Every man setteth on
first the good wine; and when men have drunk
freely, then that which is worse; thou hast kept
the good wine until now. 11 This beginning of
his signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and mani-
fested his glory; and his disciples believed on
him.

Time.—Latter part of February, or early in
March, A. D. 27. Place.—Cana of Galilee.
Home Readings
M. The First Miracle in Cana. John 2. 1-11.
Tu. Custom of purifying. Mark 7. 1-9,

. Christ at the table. Mark 2. 14-20.

Th. “Whatsoever he saith, do!" John 14. 15-24.
F. Testimony of miracles. Luke 7. 16-2

8. Glory of Christ. John 17, 1-8,

8. A waiting guest. Rev. 3. 14-21.

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 221,
* There shall be showers of blessing,"
This is the promise of love ;
There shall be seasons refreshing.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 120,
1 am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice,
And it told thy love to me;
But I long to ris: in the arms of faith.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 436.
All for Jesus! all for Jesus !
All my being’s ransomed powers ;
All my thoughts, and words, and doings.

The Lesson Outline

1. The Wedding (verses 1, 2).

Our Lord’s un(’ectionnl nature was as thor-
oughly human as was his physical nature.
There are as many indications of his hunger for
love as of his hunger for food. Ile was ready
to take part in the pleasures of life as well as to
sympathize with its woes. We should rejoice
with those who rejoice as well as weep with
those who weep.

11. The Mother of Jesus (verses 3-5).

Our Lord’s mother, proud of her son, desired
him to display his powers, which she partially

understood. But our Lord could work no mir-
acle till his “hour” was come: for God's work
must be done at God's time. Our Lord’s words
to his mother are not disrespectful. Her words
to the servants show that she understood him;
they form a good motto for our daily life.

111. The First Sign (verses 6-10).

Jesus was about to renew the supply of ex-
hausted wine. He did not ask for the wine
bottles, to refill them. He did not ask for the

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons.

SRSy e p———

pr
Ca
seq
ths
Spe
like
gos
X
des
Jjuic
Gre
sam
mel
oth
tain
ent|
bibl
per.
{mm
4)
way
of ¢
in tl
lish,



Jan, 22]

larger waterskins, to turn the drinking water
into wine. He asked for the huge stone water-
pots from which water was drawn for washing
purposes, These were filled to the brim. Jesus
would have his sign so large and so openly
wrought that everyone should see and under-
stand it.

Verses 9 and 10 are of value to show the big-
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ness of the miracle. The “ruler” did not yet
know whence the wine came,

IV. The Glory of Jesus (verse 11).

This first sign had two results, It showed in
what our Lord’s glory consisted (in the trans-
formation of the lives of men) ; and it helped
people who believed a little in him to trust him
fully.

The Lesson Word Studies

THE FIrRsT MiRACLE.—~This first miracle was int
The latter w.
.men and preaching only in the wilderness and de

altogether different from the Baptist’s,

hearts and homes of men, He was to mingle in thei

ended to strike the keynote of our Lord’s ministry as
a8 an ascetic hermit dwelling apart from the abodes of
sert places, but Jesus was to bring glad tidings to the
r common life, and his was to be

to them a mission of

loving, compassionate helpfulness, revealing to mankind for the first time the infinite love of the Father,
The first miracle, therefore, takes place in the uiet family circle. As Godet has pointed out: *“It is as it
were a point of connection between the obscurity of the private life, to which Jesus has confined himself
until now, and the public activity which he is about to begin, All the sweet, amiable qualities by which he
has until now adorned the domestic hearth display themselves once more, but with a new brightness. It is
the divine impress which his last footstep leaves in this inner domain ; it is his royal farewell to his relation

as son, as brother, as kinsman,"

Verse 1. Cana of Galilee—To be identi-
fied, as most authorities now think, with the
modern Kana el-Jelil, which is the exact Arabie
equivalent of the expression “Cana of Galilee,”
but which is now a mere heap of ruins about
six miles north of Nazareth. Another site sug-
gested is the modern Khirbet Kana or Kefr
Kennah, three and three quarter miles east of
Nazareth, and which is still a prosperous vil-
lage, as prosperity goes among the natives of
modern Galilee. Either place would seem to
fulfill the conditions of the gospel narrative,

3. The mother of Jesus—John nowhere
speaks of the mother of Jesus by her name,
probably because since that memorable hour on
Calvary she has been his mother also, and con-
sequently he maintains with reference to her
that same reserve with which he everywhere
speaks of himself; to which reserve we must
likewise attribute the fact that nowhere in his
gospel does John mention his brother James,

Wine (olvos)—The word olves, “oinos,” “wine,”
designated in classical Greek only the fermented
juice of fruits and grains. In New Testament
Greek, the Greek of the first century A. D., the
same word is used to designate both the fer-

mented and unfermented Jjuice of grapes and
other fruits. No textual support can be ob-
tained for total abstinence by seeking to differ-
entiate intoxicating from unfermented wine in
biblical terminology. The evil effects of intem-
perance in any form are Ipointed out in other
{mnsnges of the Bible, and Saint Paul (Rom.

4) has stated the case for total abstinence “in a
way which does not require the treacherous aid
of doubtful exegesis for its support.”

. 4. Woman—The Greek title of address used
in this sentence has no exact equivalent in Eng-
lish, It does not imply in the least a lack of

respect, as the English readering would seem to
indicate. The fact, however, that Jesus does not
address her as mother indicates that his filial
relation to her as son is henceforth to give place
to another and less intimate relation. The son
of Mary is awakened to a fuller consciousness
of another and higher sonship.

What have I to do with thee—Literally,
what is there to thee and to me, an expression
frequently occurring in the Old Testament
(Judg. 11. 12; 2 Sam. 16, 10; 1 Kings 17, 18;
2 Kings 3. 13), a gentle yet firm word forbidding
any interference with his plans on her part,
That the rebuke was not a harsh one is shown
by the evident confidence of the mother (verse
5) both in the ability and willingness of her Son
to provide, or at least suggest, some way out of
the embarrassing situation,

Mine hour—In this case meaning the hour
for manifesting forth his glory (verse 11), The
career on which Jesus has just entered makes it
necessary for him to depend upon the Father
alone, and to him alone does he look for a sug-
gestion or sign that that hour has fully come.

6. Purifying—The ritualistic requirements
of ceremonial washings, especially of the hands
before and after eating and on other occasions,
were very exacting among the Jews in the time
of Christ, the rules going far beyond anything
laid down in the Pentateuch laws, The washin
of the hands was performed by pouring, an
hence an ample supply of water for these wash-
ings was kept always on hand in jars set apart
for this ‘)urpose (comp. Matt. 15. 2; Mark 7. 3).

Firkins—A firkin was a measure equal to
about nine gallons. The jars, therefore, held
from eighteen to twenty-seven gallons each.

7. Fill the waterpots with water—From
this explicit command some have inferred that
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Jesus intended to and did change all the water
into wine. But in the next verse he commands
the servants to draw or dip out from these
waterpots with some other small vessel or dip-
per from which in turn the cups were filled
with wine. This circumstance, together with
the statement in verse 9 that the servants which
drew the water (that is, drew it as water from
the stone jars) knew, seems to indicate beyond
a reasonable doubt that not all of the water in
the jars, but only that portion of it dipped out,
was changed into wine—in the smaller vessel
before being poured into cups and served.

8, 9. The governor . . . the ruler ...
the govermor—The Greek word in all three
cases is the same, and should be translated alike
in éach case. Perhaps “manager of the feast”
would be better than either ruler or governor.

10. When men have well drunk—Liter-
ally, when men have become drunken, or are
drunk. 'The words, of course, do not imply that
any of the guests on this occasion were drunk.
All that was said by this manager of the feast is
rather to be taken as a coarse joke based upon
this man’s experience on other similar occasions
among a different class of people. John as an
eyewitness faithfully pictures the event as it
actually occurred.

11. This beginning of miracles [‘'signs"|
—The first one of all his miracles.

His glory—The glory and power of his
divine nature, That this revelation of the super-
natural power of Jesus did not fail of its pur-
pose is plain from the statement, And his dis-
ciples believed on him.

The Lesson Exposition

JESUS AND SOCIAL LIFE

The incident of this lesson is of peculiar in-
terest because it is the first occasion in which
Jesus is presented in connection with the social
life of the times. Of the year of his preceding
ministry in Judea we have almost no particulars,
That during that time he mingled freely with
the people and was often in their homes we can-
not doubt. But we have no account of it. But
here he appears in connection with one of the
most important gatherings of the people—a mar-
riage feast. IHe accepted the invitation because
he was in warm sympathy with the social side
of life. He was no ascetic. In this respect he
was in contrast with John the Baptist. “John
came neither eating nor drinking,” that is, he
did not enter into the social life of the people.
“But the Son of man came both eating and
drinking,” It is a significant comment on the
spirit of Christ that it inspired sociability.
People were prompted to make feasts for him.
We have no intimation that anyone ever did
that for John., And Jesus had no quarrel with
the social customs of his day. Tle does, indeqd.
object to the spirit which prevailed in the social
life of many which revealed itself in the invita-
tions to feasts being given only to the rich and
those who would repay the obligation, excluding
the poor and obscure, thus turning social life
into selfishness instead of making it a service,
But to feasts themselves Jesus made no objec-
tion, but attended them freely and entered into
their natural enjoyments heartily. And Christls
personal example and spirit must be taken as an
exponent of the attitude of Christianity. Chris-
tianity, so far from being the enemy of the social
life, directly fosters all kindliness and hospital-
ity, and courtesy, and joyousness,

JESUS AND MARRIAGE

The presence of Jesus at this weddlm;I feast
has properly been regarded as expressing his ap-
proval of marriage. This thought is perpetuated

in the words of our marriage service: *Which
holy estate Christ adorned and beautified with
his presence and first miracle that he wrought
in Cana of Galilee.” It may be that we Protes-
tants have not done well in refusing to regard
marriage as a sacrament—not perhaps in just
the sense in which the Roman Catholic Church
so regards it, but in failing to sufficiently exalt
it in our thought to a plane of high spiritual
sacredness. Saint Paul saw in the marriage
relation a type of the relation existing between
Christ and his church. But Jesus himself, not
simply by his presence at a marriage feast, but
by most impressive words, expressed his concep-
tion of the high and sacred character of mar-
riage (Matt, 19, 4-6), When we quk at mar-
riage in the light of these words until we have
Christ’s thought of it, we can have little objec-
tion to calling it a sacrament.

But while we are assured by this lnstnnce'nnd
by Christ’s words that he approved of marriage,
we may be equally certain that he disapproves
of a mere form of marriage that is lacking in its
true spirit. It is not the form but the spirit
that makes marriage sacred. l}lnrringes of con-
venience and marriages of passion are not sacra-
mental marriages and cannot command the bless-
ing of Christ. A mere leral ceremony cannot
make an unholy thing holy.

Curist ANp His MoTHER

In the caption of this paragraph I purposely
use the title “Christ” instead of the personal
name *“Jesus.” It was not as Jesus, in his more
human relations, that he spoke to Mary, but as
the Christ, the Messiah, in his official character.
There was no disrespect or rebuke intended or
implied in his addressipg her as “woman,” for
that was an ordinary and perfectly respectful
form of address, used by Jesus even from the
cross in the committal of his mother to the care
of John. But there was gentle but serious re-
buke intended in the words, “What have I to (o




with thee?’ In his personal relations to Mary
as her son she was entitled to deference and
much liberty; but in his official character she
was to him no more than any other woman and
must not presume to dictate nor interfere, In
his work as the Messiah he intimated to Mary
she had no part. That is the meaning of his
seeming disregard of the appeal of his mother
and his brothers on another and later occasion
(Matt. 12, 46:50). In relation to him as the
Messiah his mother and his brethren were not
permitted to elaim any special consideration,
There was, he intimated, a higher motherhood
and a higher brotherhood than the natural. Kin-
ship in spirit rather than in blood is the highest
thing.
JESUS AND “His Hougr™

For the first time Jesus here refers to “his
hour.” We find no other use of that expression
except in reference to hisg death. We have a
number of statements like that in John 7. 30,
“Then they sought to take him : but no man
laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet
come.” Toward the end we find Jesus beginning
to speak of his hour being at hand (Mark 14,
41; John 12, 23, 27 13. 1137 1), That was
the great hour, the culmination and n-hm.nx of
his mission, toward which from the beginning he
was consciously pressing forward, But evi-
dently 1, in the present lesson, he said to his
mother, “Mine hour is not yet come,” he referred
not to the end of his life, but to some im]mrlu[n
crisis in his life or work., We cannot he certain
what was in his mother's thought when she
called his attention to the failing wine:; but
apparently what Jesus said to her, whether at
the time she understood his meaning or not, was
that the moment was not fully come for ]Iill! to
begin his work of special manifestation by mira-
cles or signs. But it strikes us strangely that
almost at once he pruvv«-tlvd_ to do the very thing
the time for which he had just declared had not
come. There is another very inu*l'n-ulum_ux»
ample of this given in John 7, i-10, He declined
the insistence of his brethren that he sh(.ml(l g0
up to the feast, giving as a reason that his hour
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was not yet come; but his brethren had scarcely
departed when he also went up to Jerusalem,
All of which teaches us that in the plan of
Christ's life the time for a thing was not come
until it had fully arrived, and that he did not
do things either a few minutes too early or too
late. This thought may be expanded and applied
to human life in a great variety of ways, as the
teacher will readily perceive,

A New DepArTURE

This event at Cana, inter sting and instruet-
ive in so many other respects, is. lifted into still
higher significance by the statement with which
John closes it, I use the rendering given in the
Cambridge Bible, “This, as a beginning of his
signs, did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and mani-
fested forth his glory : and his disciples believed
on him." By this we know that this miracle
marked a new departure in his work. This was
not merely the first miracle that he performed in
Galilee, but it was the first in his ministry. In
Judea before coming to Galilee he had worked
no miracles, but on his return there he pep-
formed many (John 2, 23 3. 2), And it also
lets us into the purpose and meaning of his
miracles, They were “signs™ or evidences of his
power and authority and character, They were
never performed as mere wonder-works': they
Wwere expressions or revelations of the nature
and mission of Christ, and were intended to
create faith in him in all that he claimed to he,
This first “sign” had this effect with his dis-
ciples. They “helieved on him,” or, as the orig-
inal more intensely expresses it, “they leiv\'g«[
into him.” And as we look at the whole affair
now, it is not simply the supernatural power dis-
played in turning the water into wine that im-
presses us and reveals to us Christ’s glory, but
also, and much more, perhaps, the kindly human
sympathy which he displayed and the simple hut
positive way in which he identified himself with
our social and domestic life, The highest glory
of Christ is shown not in acts of physical power,
but in acts of spiritual beauty and worth.

@he Lesson Praper

Great and blessed Guest, whose presence araced 2ud glorified the marriage feast
at Gana of Galilee, we also would bid thee come to us in the gladdest of our social
bours, and by tby transtorming Spirit and power turn our common bread into
beavenly manna, and our common water into the wine of spirvitual jop. Wie bave
called upon tbee fn our sorrow and thou bast come into our bomes when thep bave
been filled with gloom, JBut map we not invite thee to ourfunerals and exclude thee
from our feasts, but gratefullp and gladly expect thy coming to botb, Fnd in all
tbine entrances into our common lite, and in the continued signs which thou art
giving in tby perpetual coming to our belp,
ever=growing glory, and with deepening fai

may we see the manitestations of thine
th believe on thee, Elmen,
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Lesson Coin Thoughts

The first miracle of the “M.an of sorrows” was
on an occasion of mirth.

In every social circle the Master was a busy
servant and never an idle spectator.

Qur needs drive us to our supplies.

Man's miseries would soon multiply if every-
thing came to him ready-made,

Storms drive us to shelter.

Sorrows scourge us to solace.

He who is hurt and bruised seeks for healing
balms.

The greatest failures of men have been the
occasions of God's greatest successes.

God makes even sinners minister to saints.

He maketh the wrath of man to praise him.

He who is your friend is mightier than any
foe that made you fail.

It often takes some crisis to bring men to
Christ,

8o God is good enough and great enough to
turn men’s hindrances into helps.

It is the plan of God to supply everything
which he has made with a sufficiency to do its
work in the world.

‘He supplies each flower with the chemicals
which make its colors.

He supplies each fruit with the elements
which make its flavors,

He supplies each bird with the stuff that
makes its plumage and the sound that makes its
song.

God gives the winter its snow, the summer
its bloom, the night its shadow, the day its light,
the sky its stars, and the cloud its rain,

Each creature has its characteristic climate.

Each climate has its characteristic creature.

Every soul has its season.

Every talent has its task.

Christ’s hour came to him, and mine must
come to me.

When a man's time, task, and talents har-
monize, the day of destiny for him has dawned.

When a man misses his noon of duty he will
find his night of dismay.

If God supplies the need of that which is least
valuable he will also supply the need of that
which is of most value.

If he supplies the need of plants he will sup-
ply the needs of people.

If he feeds the body bread he will feed the
hunger of the heart.

1f we love Christ we shall obey him.

If we obey him we shall know him.

If we know him we shall love him.

What the Lord says do is always worth while,
be it only the “filling of waterpots with water.”

The humblest duty is a step toward the sub-
limest deed.

e replenishes his own store who adds to the
store of others,

Our scant material multiplies when touched
by the Master.

Miraculous might must be in the doer before
it comes out in his deed.

A governor may not know as much about the
method of the Master as a faithful servant.

The secret of the Lord is with them that serve
him.

He was a glorious guest who manifested his
glory.

The glory of goodness is greater than the glory
of genius.

The glory of inward character is greater than
the glory of outward crowns.

The miracle-worker was the greatest miracle.

Every workman is greater than his work.

The painter is more than his picture.

The singer surpasses the song.

Every creator is more than his creation.

No master machine can equal the master me-
chanic.

The natural is at its best when swayed by the
Supernatural.

Christ broke the crust of conventionality now
and then to show men the leaven of life that still
survived beneath the surface.

The force of a flame is in its fire and not in its
form.

God is still back of all material movements,

Every summer yet God changes the water of
the vine into the wine of the grape,

A man may know God’s might without know-
ing his method.

He who chooses to start a pendulum has a
right to stop it when he will,

God who started the sun has a right to stop
it on Gibeon when he chooses.

If God who made the moon sees fit to suspend
it forever over the valley of Ajalon neither fire-
fly nor glowworm need object.

Perfection has prerogatives which imperfec-
tion eannot claim.

If Tennyson has a mind to, who shall say that
lie has no right to change In Memoriam?

No critic has a right to object if Shakespeare
chooses to change Hamlet,

It is the prerogative of the clockmaker to
start and stop his own clock when he pleases.

T ——
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The reasons for the movements of the Infinite
Mind are not all found in the finite mind of
man.

Some things may be “contrary to human ex-
perience” which agree with divine experience,

There may be odors which I {m\‘e never
smelled.

There may be sights which I have never seen,

There may be sounds which I have never
heard.
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Some mind may know what mine does not.

Some soul may experience what mine has not.

One human may not know all human experi-
ence,

The sun is incomprehensible, but 1 know its
warmth and light,

It is the prerogative of mind to hold sway
over matter,

Nature could not be without the Super-
natural.

Lesson Heart Talks

BY MRS. J. H. KNOWLES

Jesus was, and is, the friend of joy. All the
happiness in this world is his gift. The pain
and disappointment he constantly relieves,
There is a tradition that he never smiled; but
no such thing is written in the New Testament
story of his life. I am sure it is not true. Can
you think of him at a marriage feast with
friends and relatives, never once smiling as he
greeted them, or when the pleasant things it is
80 natural to say at such a time were said? If
he had disapproved of social pleasures he would
not have been there, If his mother had not felt
sure he was in sympathy with the occasion she
would not have spoken to him of the failure of
the wine, which would have been an unpleasant
occurrence for the host, and a matter for criti-
cism by the guests. It was an evidence of his
sympathy with the smallest human interests
that he prevented what would have marred the
social success of that wedding supper, It is
significant that such an occasion was chosen
to be the beginning of his miracles. Weddings
are times of universal interest in the lives of
men and women. Jesus here identifies himself
with us in the sphere of common experience.
He cares about all that interests us. He lifts
human affairs to the plane of heavenly sym-
pathy and brings God in touch with things
which concern us every day.

I think this incident may help to decide some
questions which perplex many disciples of the
Lord Jesus. As his follower how far may I
enjoy social pleasure? how much time is it right
to spend in self-culture in art, music, or what-
ever is not directly considered work for him?
Must I give up everything else for religious
reading? A study of the life and spirit of Jesus
gives a reasonable and rational answer, He was
not a recluse. He lived in intimate communion
with God, his Father, and vet he was almost

never apart from human association except in
nights of prayer, when others were sleeping. He
was often at social gatherings., His critics said
he was a friend of publicans and sinners be-
cause he met them as fellow men, not in the
pharisaical spirit which says, “Stand aside, for
I am holier than thou.” But when we read
what he said and did on such occasions we dis-
cover that his whole purpose in being there was
to make the people whom he met better and
happier for his presence. He came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister. The disciple
must follow the Master. An ascetic life cannot
be a useful life. A spirit out of sympathy with
the joys of others cannot get near to them to
help them. A narrow, uninformed mind is not
the most influential. The highest culture united
with the deepest love makes the disciple most
like his Lord.

Let us take the saying of the mother of Jesus
for our own life motto and we will find the
guide to right conduct, “Whatsoever he saith
to you, do it.”" That is, let his will be your sin-
cere, unswerving choice. Then fill to the brim
your mind and heart with everything pure,
lovely, and of good report ; take life as his provi-
dence offers it, with all its opportunities of en-
joyment and fellowship; then, as he directs,
draw out the wine of love, service, good cheer,
sympathy—every grace that makes your own
heart and the hearts of others happy. In fellow-
ship with him we shall have that divine mag-
netism which drew the publicans and sinners
near to him to hear him. We may follow him
in our pleasures if we have his purpose and his
spirit, b

Both Jesus and his disciples were called to
this marriage feast, Certainly no disciple can
accept an invitation which does not include the
presence of the Master,

The Lesson in Literature and Art

Not more wonderful than the other miracles,
and on the surface rather less useful, the con-
version of water into wine has nevertheless a *

singular place of importance in the life of our
Lord, historically and religiously considered.
That it was “the beginning of miracles” is in
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itself a sufficient reason for its prominence.
Moreover, it was universally accepted by the
early church as prefiguring the institution of the
eucharist. Thus it was among the few subjects
chosen for the ornamentation of early Christian
mor ments, especially the sarcophagi. 1In the
mos: of these ancient representations the treat-
ment is ideal rather than historical, no attempt
being made to reproduce the environment of the
miracle,

The typical composition shows our Lord
youthful and beardless and wearing a toga-like
drapery, standing before a row of pots and
touching one of them with a wand, which he
carries in his right hand. The number of pots
varies—three, five, or six. Occasionally the
wand is dispensed with, and a gesture toward
the pot effects the miracle.—Estelle M. Hurll.

To turn water into wine, and what is com-
mon into what is holy, is indeed the glory of
Christianity.—F. W. Robertson.

He who made wine out of water might have
made bread out of stones. But he will do noth-
ing at the suggestion of Satan, though all things
at the suggestion of love.—Trench.

Blest Saviour! though no bridal wreath entwine
thy awful brow,

Not void of sympathy for aught of blameless
Joy wast thou,

And walking in thy gospel's light, thy true dis-
ciples prove

The purity of wedded bliss, the holiness of love.

—~8. G. Bulfinch.

“Draw out now, and bear unto the governor
of the feast.” There seemed every reason why
they should refuse to do this, or why they should
at least ask some explanation or security that
Jesus wonld bear the evil consequences; hut
there was one reason on the other side which
outweighed all these—they had the command of
Him whom they had been ordered to obey. And
80, where reasoning would have led them to
folly, ohedient faith makes them fellow workers
in a miracle. They took their place and served,
and they who serve Christ and do his will must
do great things: for Christ wills nothing that
is useless, futile, not worth doing. . . . “What-
soever he saith unto you, do it"; this is the
secret of miracle working. Do it, though yon
seem fo be but wasting your strength and laving
yourself open to the scorn of onlookers: do it,
though in yourself there is no ability to effect
what you are aiming at: do it wholly, up to the
brim, as if you were the only worker, as if there
were no God to come after you and supply your
deficiencies, but as if any shortcoming on your
part would be fatal: do not stand waiting for
God to work, for it is only in you and by you
that he performs his work among men—Dr.
Mareus Dods,
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Dear Friend, whose presence in the house,
Whose gracious word benign

Could once, at Cana’s wedding feast,
Change water into wine,

Come, visit us! and when dull work
Grows weary, line on line,

Revive our souls and let us see
Life’s water turned to wine.

Gay mirth shall deepen into joy,
Earth’s hopes grow half divine,

When Jesus visits us to make
Life’s water glow as wine,

The social talk, the evening fire,
The homely household shrine,

Grow bright with angels visits when
The Lord pours out the wine,

For when self-seeking turns. to love,
Not knowing mine nor thine,
The miracle again is wrought,
And water turned to wine,
/. F. Clarke.

To shroud ourselves in no false mist of holi-
ness; to dare to show ourselves as we are, mak-
ing no solemn affectation of reserve or difference
from others; to be found at the marriage feast ;
to accept the invitation of the rich Pharisee
Simon, and the scorned publican Zacch®us: to
mix with the crowd of men, using no affected
singularity, content to be “creatures not too
bright or good for human nature’s daily food” ;
and yet for a man amid it all to remain a con-
secrated spirit, his trials and his solitariness
known only to his Father—a being set apart,
not of this world, alone in th: heart's deeps
with God; to put the cup of this world’s glad-
ness to his lips, and yet be unintoxicated; 1o
gaze steadily on all its grandeur, and yet he
undazzled, plain, and simple in personal desires :
to feel its brightness, and yet defy its thrall
this is the difficult, and rare, and glorious life
of God in the soul of man. This, this was the
peculiar glory of the life of Christ, which was
manifested in that first miracle which Jesus
wrought at the marriage feast in Cana of Gali-

lee.—F. W. Robertson,

His ministry is to he a m'nistry of ji
peace ; his sanction is to be gi *on not to a ¢
ing asceticism, but to a geral innocence : his
approval, not to a _compulsory celibacy, but to
a sacred union. Tle who, o appease his own
sore hunger, wonld not tn'n the stones of the
wilderness into hread, gladiv exercises, for the
sake of others, his transfo ming power: and hut
six or seven days afterward relieves the per-
rl(‘xity and sorrow of » rwmble wedding feast
by turning water into wine. The first miracle
of Moses was, in stern etribution, to turn the
river of a guilty nation into blood: the first
miracle of .Tpmm: to fil the waterjars of an in-

snocent family with wine.—F, W. Farrar.
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The Lesson Illustrated

Verse 11, “This beginning of miracles,” Christian workers at Winona Lake, Indiana,

This lesson is notable as the first record of our  spid: heard of an American in London who

Lord’s working a miracle, And the presence of  found fault with the mud, A man named Ruskin

the miracle in the gospel records gives great dipped up a handful of muq from the gutter and

offense to certain people who believe only in the said: ‘In this mud one element js sand, and from

. “natural,” It jg related that, in order to put a sand you have the opal; a second element jg

; Stop to the fraudulent miracles in connection clay, which £oes to make the sapphire; still 4
I with the tomb of the Abbé Paris, practiced by third element js soot, and soot goes to make ,
the Jesuits, the king had the part of the tomb diamond, and that is all there js to mud except
where the remains of the saint lay walled up. water.  Surely you won't find any fault with

Shortly after some one put a paper on the wall water!" Now, that js Just what we formed

with this inseription, “By command of the king, tlrunkm'(ls] are—analyzed mud.” Byt My, Had-

God is forbidden to work any more miracles ley might have added—and the figure would

here!” 8o an unbelieving material Science has have been equally true to the facts—that Goq

but up a notice over the whole earth, which in had of this analyzed mud made regenerated men,

effect is this ‘By resolution of the Academy of men born again into i new life; for what the

Science, God s forbidden to work any more speaker meant to say, and what he diq say in

miracles in the world ! the short address that followed the words we

Verse 7. “Angd then filled them," The serv-  have quoted, was that he and the other men for

ants filled the waterpots with water, That was whom he spoke had been saved by the grace of

the limit of thejr ability, But that 2ot things  God “from whisky and tobacco and everything

ready for g power beyond theirs, There is a that is bad.” Their lives had been made over;

{ point where human preparation stops and God they had been lifted into g pew and a loftier

does the rest, We prepare the ground and plant  sphere of life,

the seed, and there stop.  Then something hap- Verse 10. “Thou hast kept the good wine

pens we could no more bring about than we till now.” The best at the last of the feast. The

could turn water into wine—the seed bursts jts custom was otherwise, But Jesus's way is the

1 shell and begins to grow. The miner drills v divine way, and it stands for Christian experi-

hole into the solid rock, puts in it a stick of ence and isg g prophecy and a promise for all

dynamite, lights the fuse, and retreats to a place future history. Not the green fruit, but the

of safety. Then something he could not do hap- ripe, is the best. Not childhood, but maturity,

pens.  The dull stick of dynamite suddenly he- is the richest in happiness, Not the man who

comes almost resistless power and rends the rock buts on the armor, hut he who after victory lays

into fragments, We can do nothing but get it off, is most enviable. Not the joy of the

things ready for God, But when we make the young convert, but that of the ripened saint, is

proper preparation God always does the rest, the sweetest, Not the past, but the future, holds

erse 9., “The water that was made wine," the noblest age. The present life may be good,

The Rev, 8, . Hadley, the well-known re- but to depart and he with Christ is far better,

fornmtl'drlmknrd and rescue mission worker of God puts the best last, We should not wish to
New  York, addressing g large convention of change the order,

The School of Practice :

1. The mother of Jesus said to the servants,  week in my social relations to serye Christ, 1

y

¢ “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” This will do so;"and, if desired, T will give the class
week I will find at least one “thin, which Jesus  the benefit of my experience next Sunday.

commands me to do, and which I'imw- not been 3. Jesus being present at a wedding suggests

doing, and do it: and T will be willing to tel] his relations to the home, This week [ will

the class about it next Sunday. think about the question, “What blessings does

2. 1 see in the lesson how Jesus used a social  Christ’s presence bring to the home?" “Apq 1

occasion as an o”)ortunhy to cause péople to will tell the elass next Sunday what [ think
believe in him, I can find opportunity this  some of these blessings are,

The Lesson Digest and Teaches's Guide

BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY, PH.D,

The Junior Grade older minds conderning the wine " have

PLANS ¥oR TrAcuING little place in the Junior class, Enough

This lesson can best be taught by simply tell-  that Jesus never ton‘lipted anyone to become in-
ing its story in everyday language, not in the toxicated. It would be well to uge ¢ rape
Scripture words, The questions that ariso in juice ™ instead of * wine » in telling the story.
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1f the “hard words” have been “made easy” by
conscientious study the incident will stand out
picturesquely. In connection with this lesson
prepare a geographical basis for the lessons that
ensue. Bring a simple map into the class and
a slate or pad of paper for each child. Have
each one draw, three or four times in succession,
the coast line and the line of the Jordan, with
the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea. One help-
ful fact to remember in drawing this map is the
relation of Mount Carmel to the Sea of Galilee.
Then mark as accurately as you can Bethlehem
and Jerusalem, Bethabara and Cana. Practice
makes perfect. Let the teacher draw with the
children, or at least supervise their drawing.

For NEXT SUNDAY

Draw on the black-board the picture of a lamp,
as shown in the small cut of Primary Lesson
Notes (p. 61) and ask the scholars to make a
copy at home.

Always commend sincere efforts to draw well.
Always link the symbol with the thing symbol-
ized, so as to make the picture a help in under-
standing and remembering the lesson. Keep the
pictures for use in Reviews, which we should
have in the Junior Grade at least once a month.
At the close of the Quarter the pictures may be
returned to the “young artists.”

The Intermediate Grade

Study this “first miracle” not as being the
first wonder, but as the first SiaN—a sign of
Messianic powers which were to confirm the
faith of the earliest Christians (probationers),
and a manifestation of the glory of Jesus
(verse 11). Follow with careful attention the
fine study of ‘““the glory of Jesus” at Home,
at Work, and at Play. What would be the
conduet of Jesus in your home and mine: in
our school; in our place of employment? Tf
we were to select one scene in our Lord's life
by which to show forth his glory we would prob-
ably turn to the song of the angels on Bethle-
hem's plain, or to the Mount of Transfiguration :
to the tomb of Lazarus, or to the Resurrection
morning : perhaps some of us, realizing to some
degree the supremacy of his sacrifice, might
point to Calvary. But the glory of Jesus was
best shown in everyday life amid conditions only
superficially unlike yours and mine. Here was
a home where, very provokingly, provisions fell
short. How did he act? How do we act when
annoying conditions creep into our households ?
Here were servants at work. What was his
attitude toward them? What was his own
trade? What is our attitude toward work—
our own, and that of others? Here were merry-
mgkvrn at a party—men and women at play.
What did Jesus do? Of what sort is our fun?
It does not lower Jesus thus to bring him into
ordinary life. He is there already: thus he
manifested forth his glory when on earth, and
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thus he manifests it now in the hves of con-
sistent Christians,

A study such as is here suggested combined
with that suggested for the Advanced Grade will
help any teacher to carry out almost any plan
for teaching.

Prans For TEACHING

The “Plan” suggested in the Intermediate

and Illustrated Quarterlies is: 1. Jesus and His

ILLING
ELCOME
ONDERFUL

GVEST
15 HE MINE?

Mother, verses 1 2. The First Miracle, verses
G-11.  Thirty ars of association with Christ
had given Mary confidence in his ability to help
in time of need. It is our privilege to go to
Jesus with all our needs, for common things as
well as for great, for secular as well as for
spiritual needs.

Begin the lesson with the statement that over
the doorway of a chapel which rises among a
hamlet of flat-roofed houses on the southern
edge of a Galilean plain we can to-day read the
inseription, “Here Jesus from water made
wine.” Then show that scholarly exploration
has proved that that hamlet is not Cana, which
really stood on a deserted hill a little distance
away. Show the simplicity and lavishness
which together characterized the ancient Ori-
ental wedding: how guests sat on rugs or re-
clined on cushioned benches and helped them-
selves with their fingers, or with little pieces of
bread, from great heaps of hoiled rice, and great
bowls of shredded kid and lamb, making their
portions more appetizing by dipping them in
olive oil or melted butter mixed with goats’
milk. Men and women sit apart in that country
and eat apart. Such a marriage festival as is
here described might continue many days.

The Jews sometimes used intoxicating wine:
but no good Mohammedan does so. Grape juice,
unfermented, has been used in Palestine from
time immemorial.

1. Jesus and Social Life: 2. Jesus and Mar-
vinge: 3. Jesus and His Mother: 4. Jesus and
His Hour; 5. A New Departure (Tne LESSON
ExposITION ) —this workable outline, with very
thoughtful elaboration, is given on page 40 by
Dr. McFarland.

T ine




S8 pee—

Jan, 22

Jesus as the friend of joy, the subject of Mrs,
Knowles’s Heagrr TALK, is one which may well
be discussed in both Intermediate and Senior
grades.

Both younger and older scholars may be taught
the gladsomeness of the Christian life, ** Jesus all
the day long is my joy and my song.”

The five stanzas by James Kreeman Clarke
quoted in THe LEssoN 1x LITERATURE AND ARrT
will enrich the life of every scholar who can be
induced to memorize them.

A fine illustration, “Analyzed Mud,” is given
on verse 9 in Tue LESSON [LLUSTRATED,

Remember Tur Scuoor, o Pracrice.

For NEXT Sunpay

In the Intermediate Lesson Quarterly there
will be found two pregnant paragraphs under
the title *‘ Using the Truth.” Mark these state.
ments with a blue pencil, or copy them, or have
them copied by the pupils, so that, as they leave
the school to-day and as they come to the ses-
sion next Sunday the two thoughts in their
minds will be;

1. “The fear of what other people will say
often stands in the way of life's richest at-
tainment ;" and

2. “We enter into the kingdom of heaven not
by our knowledge but by trusting in Jesus."

The Senior Grade

A close study of the “background” of this
lesson is necessary to unrestricted ability in
teaching senior scholars, Not much time in the
class should be spent in consideration of the
sort of wine made by Jesus, but the teacher
should master the facts, The word “woman"
used in direct address ; the phrases “What have
I to do with thee?" and “mine hour"; the
ritualistic purifications of the Jews, and the
“ruler of the feast” should also be clearly under-

stood. All these are explained in our Wogrn
STUDIES. Verse 11 is the key to the lesson.

PLANS FOR TEACHING

As has been remarked in our treatuient of this
lesson for the “Intermediates,” the Lessox
EXPOSITION furnicjes not only valuable thought
but a serviceable outline for study.

Turning what is common into what is holy
(THE LESSON IN LITERATURE AND ART) is our
mission as Christians, and a noble exposition
of verse 11 from the same author (F. W. Robert-
£on) is to be found on the same page.

That we can *“ do uothing but get things ready
for God” is a truth we should never forget.

A good outline for use in the class may be
built "up on the eleven ragraphs of Cory
Tnovonts : 1. Characteristics of the first mira-
cle. 2. The advantages of failures and short-
comings in life; hindrances turned into helps,
3. The sufficient and overflowing supply given
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by God to his creatures, 4. The hour of duty,
5. A little piece of reas ning. (Compare Paul's
argument in Rom, 8, 6. The value of the
humblest duty. 7. The glory of goodness is
greater than the glory of genius. 8. The Mira-
cle-Worker was the greatest miracle. 4, God is
still back of all material good. 10. Reasons for
the movements of (he Infinite Mind cannot be
found in the finite mind of man. 11, It is
egotism gone mad for a man to say that a mira-
cle is impossible because it is contrary to human
experience,

The three paragraphs of the Scuoor o
I’RACTICE are unusually impressive,

For Next Suxpay

Ask the pupils to fill out Tug STUDENT'S
TABLET,
1. What reason had Nathanael for believing
Jesus to be the Son of God?
2. What reason had Nicodemus for such a
belief 7

3. What more do we know of Nicodemus than
is told in this lesson?

The Advanced Grade

L. The Gospel. Recall the natural division
of John's gospel into Preface, Part I, Part ' § 18
and an Appendix. Remember the subdivision
of Part I into three sections, and observe that
our lesson for to-day closes the first of these
sections by a manifestation of » power which
the Jews of the time would recognize as Mes-
sianic,

II. The Lesson, We are studying this pas-
sage under the title “The Fipst Miracle in
Cana,” but it is not as merely a wonderful in-
cident in the life of our Lord that the evan-
gelist presents it, but rather as a revelation of
his Messianic power., Read the passage care-
fully—not only all its lines, but between its
lines. Note hcw long it was between lln;- state-
ment given by John the Baptist concerning the
Incomparable One, who stood unrecognized
among the people, and this wedding. Ask your-
self why John may have avoided the use of
Mary's name. Note the form of verse 2 (Re-
vision), whivh..aomn s:-holnrg natarally inter-
pret as intimating that the disciples lmgl not at
first been expected, and observe how this might
affect the supply of wine, Note how big the jars
were.  Observe the evidences that this record
is that of an eyewitness, Finally note in verse
11 three meanings of this act: 1 It was the
first of Messianic signs, 2. It was a manifesta-
tion of the glory of Jesus.  (What was the zl(_n'_v
of Jesus?) 3 It was a means of confirming
the faith of our Lord’s disciples, How did this
miracle manifest the “grace and truth” of which
we learned in Lesson 17

The paragraphs in Tig LESSON TLLUSTRATED
on our preparing the way for God and on God's
plan of putting the best last merit close thonght,
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Library References

BY REV. 8. G. AYRES, B.D.

CANA OF GALILEE AND THE MIRACLE.—An
drews, Life of Our Lord, pp. 148-151. Burton,
Gleanings in the Gospels, p. 47. Geikie, New
Testament Hours, vol. i, p. 160, Edersheim.
Life and Times of Jesus (Index). The Exposi-
tor, Third Series, vol. v, p. 304. MacMillan,
Marriage in Cana of Galilee. The books on the
Miracles, especially Trench and Taylor, George
Adam Smith's Historical Geography.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON

Verse 1.—Kingsley, C., Sermons on National
Subjects, p. N.. Friends of Christ,
p. 82, Verse 4.—Mozley, Oceasional Sermons,
p. 309, Verse 9.—Spurgeon, C. H., Sermons,
vol. v, pp. 270, 289, Verse 10.—Banks, L. A.,
Christ and His Friends, p. 103, Verse 11
Liddon, H. P., Sermons, vol. i, No, 404, Harris,
J. Rendall, Union with God, p. 3.

The Responsive Review

1. Where did Jesus go soon after calling his
disciples? To Cana of Galilece. 2. At what
gathering were Jesus and his disciples present
in Cana? At a marriage feast, 3. What did
Jesus do at the marriage feast? He wrought his
first miracle, 4. What was this miracle? The
turning of water into wine. 5. What was the
effect of this miracl “His disciples believed
on him." 6. What is our GoLpEN TE

Y

et

LESSON V. Jesus and Nicodemus

“Whatsocver he saith unto you, do it.” John
o n

The Church Catechism

®3. Who is Jesus Christ? Jesus Christ is the
eternal Son of God, the Second Person in. the
glorious Trinity, who for and for our sins be-
came man, and so was, ar continueth to be, truly
God and perfect man, in two distinet natures and
one person forever,

| Jan. 29

‘GOLDEN TEXT. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Johu 3. 16.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
| Read John 2. 12 to 3. 21 )
John 3. 1-15

1 There was a man of the Phar'i-sees, named
Nic-o-de’'mus, a ruler of the Jews

2 The same came to Je'sus by night, and said
unto him, Rab’bi, we know that thou art a
teacher come from God : for no man can do these
miracles that thou doest, except God be with
him,

[ Commit to memory verses 14, 15)

3 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, 1 say unto thee, ixcept a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

4 Nic-o-de’'mus saith unto him, How can a
man be born when is old? can le enter the sec-
ond time into his mother’s womb, and be born?

5 Je'sus answered, Verily, verily, 1 say unto
thee, ept a man be born of water and of the
Spirvit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

G That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must
be born again,

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is
every one that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nic-o-de’mus answered and said unto him,
Mow can these things be?

10 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Art
thou a master of Is'ra-el, and knowest not these
things?

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak
that we do know, and testify that we have seen :
and ye receive not our witness,

-

REvISED VERSION.*

1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees,
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 the
same came unto him by night, and said to him,
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come
from God; for no one can do these signs that
thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus
answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, |
say unto thee, Except one be born anew, he can-
not see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith
unto him, How can a man be born when he is
old? can he enter a second time into his mother’s
womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily,
verily, T say unto thee, Except one be born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdow of God. 6 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh: and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that 1 said unto

thee, Ye must be horn anew, 8 The wind blow-*

eth where it will, and thou hearest the voice
thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born
of the Spirit. 9 Nicodemns answered and said
unto him, How can these things be? 10 Jesus
answered and said unto him. Art thou the
teacher of Israel, and understandest not these
things? 11 Verily, verily, | say unto thee, We
speak that which we know, and bear witness of
that which we have seen: and ye receive not our

glu Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
ns,
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~ 11.2 it] h;n'e rolld“you 'pnlrtlll_v trhilnguil and ye . witness, 12 If 1 told you earthly things and ye

elieve not, how shalf ye el ieve, if T tell you of ol " lave 4

heavenly thinge? believe nm,‘ IIO‘: .sl.null ye believe if I te]) you
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, !“’"“’"L" things? 13 And 1o one hath ascended

but he that came gimyn from heaven, epey the Into heaven, but he that descended out of

Son of man which is in heaven, heaven, epen the Son of man, who is in heaven,

14 And as Mo'ses lifted up the serpent in the : 5
Wilderness, even o must the Son of man be 14 Aud as Moses lited up the = Theut in the

lifted up ; wilderness, even go must the Son of man be
15 That whosoever believeth in him shoulq lifted up; 15 that whosoever believeth may in
not perish, but haye eternal life, him haye eternal life,

Time.~l‘rnbubl,\' April, A. D, 27. Place,— W. The brazen serpent. Num, 21, 4.9,

Jerusalem, Th. Born of God. 1 John 5, 1.6,
Readings F. A new creature, 2 Cor, 5. 14-21,

. Jesus and Nicodemus, John 3, 1-15, N, Flesh and Spirit. Rom. 8, 1-14,

T'u. Faith and life. John 3, 16-21, S. Spiritual knowledge, 1 Cor. 2, 9-16,

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 89, New Canodian Humnal,*No, 96,

The door of God's meroy is open “ Almost persuaded " now to believe ;
To all who are weary of sin, “ Almost persuaded " Christ to receive;
And Jesus is patiently waiting, Seems now some soul to sy,
Still waiting ro welcome you in, “ Go, Spirit, 80 thy way,”

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 303,
The Gospel bells are ringing,
Over hl:nd. from sea uf ggf 3

news of free salvation
Do they offer you and me.

The Lesson Outline

L The Human Teacher Seeking  Light —of identification with God's true cause—and
(ver 1, 2). a spiritual change—which God alone can work,
T was a religious teacher of the most ortho- God is the Christian’s Father,
dox seet—y member of the highest ecclesiastical This should not be wonderful to s, Its phi-

and legislative body of the Jews, He was by losophy may be mysterious, but the fact js

profession an illuminator of the common people, simple,

He wanted more light, II1I. Doetrire and Experience (verses 9-13),
He came to Jesus by night, apparently from Better by far be ignored by men but great in

timidity or caution; called him Rabbi, and him- the knowledge of God, than to be regarded as an

self assumed the position of learner ; declared authority by men while ignorant of God’s truth,

that he and others knew that Jesus was g God- From "personal experience the trustiest testi-
ordained rabbi, and that this knowledge was mony comes,
founded upon ' the SIGNS  which Jesus  had Our Lord's explanation of the earthly side of
wrought, spiritual things must be thoroughly accepted
IL The Divine Teacher Imparting Knowledge before one is ready for the fullep revelation of
lnl‘rws :l-h"ll. e by i " X divine things,
v esus tells this man, who has a ways thought rd asserts his diot iz
he was a prince of the kingdom of God, that he 0|_|r’Lmll I,"W I.IT bis dnl'ne orlgm.'
must begin an absolutely new life or he cannot ”; The Condition of Eternal Life (verses
see that kingdom, M, 15).
But how to begin this new life? ll.nlic-\f on the Lord Jesus Christ who died for

Jesus s
*“of the Spiri

the Iu'g‘im[inlz is “of water” and  us jis that condition—a belief that keeps us
+ that is, it includes a human act  faithful as well as full of faith,

The Lesson Word Studies

EARLY JubEAN MINISTRY, —The fourth evangelist alone (John 2,12 to 4, 42) gives us an account of what
has been termed The Early Judean Ministry of Jesus, and which includes the first cleansing of the temple, oup
Lord’s disconrse with .\'Icodmnus, John’s testimony of Chpist at Enon, the Master’s departure from Judea
(see also Matt, 4, 12 ana Mark 1. 14), and his Passage through andtwo days’ sojourn in 8amaria, The period
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of time occupied, as commonly accepted, was from April 11 until sometime in December, A. D.27. A scene
from this Early Judean Ministry forms the topic of our study in this lesson.

INTERVENING EVENTS.—After the marriage feast in Cana Jesus went with his mother, brothers, and dis-
ciples to Capernaum, but remained there, as John is careful to state, **not many days” (John 2, 12), since
the annual passover feast was now at hand, the celebration of this feast being the occasion of his present
visit to Jerusalem. Filled with the consciousness of a lifework now fully entered upon, and with a burn-
ing zeal for the reéstablishment of his Father's reign in the hearts of men and in the national life of his
chosen people, he enters into the sacred precinets of the temple, Here the desecration of this holy place b;
the traffic for gain carricd on under the guise of a necessary adjunct to worship arouses his righteous an
holy indignation, and, with the divine authority to represent the Father and reveal his will to men now fully
vested in him, he drives out the money changers and mercenary traffickers and cleanses the house of prayer,

Many miracles accompany his ministrations to the people at this festive season, and not a few are they
in whom the beginnings of faith in him are manifested.  But it is John’s purpose to show at this point in
his narrative the influence of the words and miracles (or signs) of Jesus upon one who was not of the
credulous and fickle multitude, but who belonged to the aristocracy, which in the Jewish state implied that

he was one of the leaders in the religious life and thought of the nation as well.

Verse 1. Nicodemus—The name Nico-
demus, though of Greek origin, was not uncom-
mon among the Jews, The Talmud mentions a
person bearing this name as one of the four
richest inhabitants of Jerusalem, and as one of
the disciples of Jesus who lived until after the
destruction of Jerusalem, which fact makes the
identification of this person with the Nicodemus
of John's narrative improbable, Nicodemus is
mentioned but twice after this in the gospel nar-
rative. _On the one occasion (John 7. 45-52)
he defends Jesus before the Sanhedrin and on
the other he assists Joseph of Arimathea at the
burial of Jesus (John 19, 39-42),

A ruler of the Jews—That is, a member
of the Sanhedrin, the highest court of justice
and supreme council at Jerusalem, controlling
all the affairs of the Jewish church and state,
though at this time subordinate to the Roman
authority.

2. By night—For a personal interview and
possibly to declare his sympathy and secret alle-
giance. It has been suggested, and not without
plausibility, that as a member of the Sanhedrin
he could have found time for such a visit and
conversation only at night, and that there is in
reality no fear or even timidity implied. The
words of Nicodemus to Jesus, We know that
thou art a teacher come from God, are not
flattery, but a simple confession of his own
deepest conviction,

3. Kingdom of God—A spiritual kingdom
embracing in a new fellowship or brotherhood
all true believers, but not so understood by the
Jews in the time of Christ. These looked for-
ward to the ultimate establishment of an earthly
kingdom of great splendor in which the Messiah
himself should rule as King.

Born again—The sense of “again” is in the
original obtainable only from the context, the
Greek expression meaning rather “born from
above.,” The word translated *‘again” may
mean also “from the beginning,” which, how-
ever, would make no sense here.

5. Except a man be born of water—
Unless he humbly submits to the outward sign
of cleansing, thereby confessing his own defile-
ment and sinfulness.

Of the Spirit—The more important birth.
Unless a man’s inner spiritual life be wholly
changed by a power from above, that of the
Spirit of God, he cannot, even though he be a
son of Abraham according to the flesh, enter
into the kingdom of God.

6. Flesh—Signifying not merely the body,
but its faculties, its appetites, and desires as
well, “the whole equipment with which nature
furnishes man for life in this world.”

Spirit here means the Holy Spirit.

8. The wind bloweth—A phrase sometimes
translated “the Spirit breatheth,” since the
words for wind and spirit are in Greek the same
(wvelpa).

Hearest the sound thereof—Sometimes
rendered “hearest its voice,” following the trans-
lation “the spirit breatheth,” above.

So is every ome that is born of the
Spirit evident to those with whom he comes
in contact by his life and activity, while the
source and ultimate trend of this spiritual life
and this activity may be alike hidden from all
who have not themselves become partakers of
the same new life of the Spirit.

9. How can these things be—Rather,
transpire, or come to pass (yevéodar).

10. Art thom a master—Better, the
teacher (8 8bdoxalos). As a rabbi, and hence
a representative of the supreme authority of the
Jewish church, Nicodemus is taken to task for
his apparent ignorance in spiritual matters.

11. We speak—The change to the singular
in the next verse seems to indicate that Jesus
included his disciples with himself in thought in
this expression.

That we do know—We do not attempt to
instruct others in matters concerning which we
ourselves are ignorant,
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12. Earthly things—S8uch
upon earth, though eternal
character,

Heavenly things—'T'he deeper mysteries
concerning God's plan for the salvation of men,

13. No man has ascended up to—That
is, “has been in" hea en 10 see and know these
things except Christ,

Which [“who") i im heaven—A phrase
omitted in the hest manuscripts,

14, 15. The serpent in the wilderness
~—This serpent was o test of faith which many
of the unfortunate Israelites who had been bit-

as  transpire
and heavenly in
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ten by the poisonous serpents did not stand,
And even so must the Son of man (the
Messiah, the Christ) be lifted up on the
cross; that whosoever believeth in him,
even in the hour of hig great inability (o help
others—a severer test of man's faith than was
that of the desert pilgrims,

Should not perish—(A phrase omitted in
the best manuscripts and also in the Revised
Version), but have eternal (everlasting)
life. In this last verse the reading of the Re-
vised Version is to be preferred : “That whoso-
ever believeth may in him have eternal life,”

The Lesson Exposition

FoLLowing vp Ax IMpPRESSION

If we read unbrokenly from (he latter part of
the preceding chapter, it iv cleay that Nicodemus
Wwas one of those referpeqd to who believed on
Jesus when they saw hig miracles, but whose
faith was not deep and lnsting; and because of
this superficiality of faith and conviction Josus
did not commit, thot I%, did not trust himself
to them, knowing what was in them, But there
was this difference between Nicodemus and the
great majority of those who were impressed by
Christ's works and words which they saw and
heard. They went theiy way and their convie-
tion and interest died out; but Nicodemus fol-
lowed up his impressions, and sought for addi-
tional knowledge for the confirmation of his
faith in Christ, Instead of treating what he
had seen and heard as the mere passing wonder
of a day, Nicodemus, convineed that jt repre-
sented something of extraordinary significance,
determined to investigate it further; and he did
the very sensible and stralghtforward thing of
going directly to Christ for the needed light, 1¢f
every man who peceiyeg the first awnkening im-
pressions of faith would pursue this course,
there would he very few whose faith would not
be confirmed and  clear, Unless impression
passes into impulse, and impulse into propul-
sion, and propulsion into compulsion of desire
and purpose, jt will come to nothing. Nico-
demus, it should pe observed, did essentially
what the two disciples did to whom John the
Baptist pointed out Jesus as“the Laml, of God,”
he went after Jesus, and Jesus received him as
he received them,

TAKING A MaN's MEeAsURE

It is stated in the lnst verse of the receding
chapter that Jesus “knew what was in man,”
And thi;

was in each individun| man. 8o we find him
adapting his methods to individual cases, deal-
ing with people separately,  Familjay instances

of this are the rich young ruler, and Znccheus,
Jesus had no patent process

the publican,

through which he put all who came to him. He
did not meet all comers and say, “Do this, and
this, take this step, and that step, and you will
enter the kingdom,” That is the very convenient
but very shallow method of many professional
evangelists. Jesus respected each man’s person-
ality because he knew the characteristic things
in every man's nature. He knew what was in
Nicodemus, and he dealt with him in a way
suited to his character, He took his measure
accurately, and his words consequently were in
the highest degree adapted to him,

GERMINAL Trutns

What Jesus said to Nicodemus, while in its
particulars it was specifically adapted to him,
yet illustrates one of the essentia] principles of
Christ's teachings, e employed germinal, ge-
nerie truths, Truth with Jesus wag always a
living thing having the power of indefinite
growth and transformation, Truth was vital
and vitalizing, never dead, “The words that [
speak unto you, they are spirit, they are life,”
So teaches the parable of the sower, in which
the good seed js declared to be the words of the

ingdom, seeds that take root and spring up and
bear grain. So teaches the parable of the leaven,
in which the truth by a process of vital assimi-
lation transforms the meal. Jesus had faith in
his truth that it would work out results if it
could only he gotten into the hearts of men and
given a fair chance, Inp any case there was no
way to save men except by the truth,
know the truth and the truth shall make you
free.” Jesus was not in haste ahout the process
of changing men. e had the patience that
sprang from faith in the power of the truth,
So, looking into the heart of Nicodemus, he saw
so0il of sufficient depth and richness to warrant
him in planting in it the seed of a great germinal
truth—a seed which, when it should begin to
grow, would have vita] energy sufficient to trans-
form the whole nature of this thoughtful and
candid ruler of the Jews, Nicodemus came to
him hoping for some words that would make
everything clear to him and settle the convie-
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tions already produced by what he had seen and
heard. Instead Jesus met him with a declara-
tion that involved him for the time in utter con-
fusion. It was one of those great truths to be
brooded over, and lived with, and permitted to
work out its deep and wilent effects in the heart.
Jesus was content to plant the truth in his heart
and let him go his way, sure that if he could be
saved at all that truth would save him. And
the subsequent glimpses we get of Nicodemus
indicate that the truth did not fail in its trans-
forming effects (John 7. 50; 19. 39).

EVOLUTION FROM ABOVE

The great truth which Jesus planted in the
mind of Nicodemus was that entrance into the
kingdom of heaven is by spiritual birth, and that
that birth is the result of the coming upon the
saul of a life power from above. “Except a man
he born from above (not again), he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” “Ye must be born from
above.” And this is a universal law for all
kingdoms. Nothing can pass up into any king-
dom of life except the life of that higher king-
dom takes hold upon it and transforms it and
vitalizes it. Here is the soil, for instance, dead
mineral matter a little while ago, but now lifted
ulp into the vegetable kingdom and thrillingly
alive in the trunk, and branches, and leaves, and
fruit of the tree. How did that dead matter

into the vegetable kingdom? It was born
into it by the life of the seed coming into it out
qf the higher sphere and vitalizing it. And here
i§ vegetable matter—grains, and .flowers, and
lguh—ilfted up into the animal kingdom, and
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made yet more thrillingly alive in flashing but-
terfly or singing bird. How did the vegetable
substance find entrance into the kingdom of ani-
mal life? By birth from above. Animal life
came upon it and it was changed into a new
organism and charged with a new kind of vital-
ity. 8o, Jesus said to Nicodemus, if a man
finds entrance into the highest of all life-king-
doms it must be as entrance into every other
life-kingdom is had, by birth. The life prin-
ciple and power of the kingdom of God, which
is represented by the Spirit, must come into the
soul and cause it to be borne upward into the
higher sphere,

And this is what we may call evolution from
above, as distinguished from that doctrine of
materialistic evolution which holds that all
lower forms of existence have in them the laten-
cies of all higher forms, and that progress from
the lower to the higher is by a process of evo-
lution from below. But this is in the face of
all natural facts. No clod by any latency in it-
self has ever evolved into a rose. No vegetable
matter by any inherent process, either sudden or
slow, has ever taken to itself feet and wings,
Each has been born from above, in cach a proc-
ess of evolution has been started, not by any of
its own elements, but by a new and higher life-
principle and power entering into it. Why.
therefore, should it be thought incredible that
we can only enter the kingdom of God by the
birth-producing power of that kingde™ coming
upon us, when we see that that is the aniversal
law of all the kingdoms of life? The new hirth
is in harmony with all science.

Emen.

@he Lesson Praper

® Lord, we were born into our natucal life, and not otherwise than tbrougb the
gates of bicth bave any ¢ver found entrance into the Ringdom of man. JBut we
tbank tbee that thou bast made it possible for us to be lifted into a still bigber
spbere of [ife called the kRingdom of God, Oftbat kingdom thou art the life, and thy
Splvit alone can fmpart that life unto us, and cause us to be born from above. May
we not be troubled by the mystery of this spivitual birth, seeing that all birth is to
ug an incomprebensible mpstery. Hs we are glad to find ourselves alive in the life
into whbich we came by natural bicth, though we know not bow we were born ; 8o
may we be glad to know ourselves alive in the life into which we came by tbe birth
of the Spivit, though we mayp know notbing about the bidden processes of the Spirit,

Nicodemus was no trifler, but he wished to
know the truth.
Men in high position have their own peculiar
problems.
y should a man wait till night to seek “the
Light of the world”?

Lesson Coin Thoughts

Some men will not seek the great Teacher till
somle- dark problem throws its night upon the
soul,

The night of trouble sends the soul to seek
the Comforter,

All great rulers have their troubles,

]
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From the beginning God has occasionally sent
some great teacher,

All great teachers come from God,

He must be true who would teach the truth.

Even a man of the world may recognize God'’s
work among men,

Christ’s chief mission was not to show signs,
but to save sinners,

The great Teacher was more eager to show
Nicodemus the ministry of his mercies than the
mystery of his miracles,

Jesus was more than a man of letters; he was
a man of life,

There would be more ruling lives if we had
more living rules,

Any man’s work is more than his word,

No man is entirely true till he is true in “the
inward parts,”

Nicodemus was more familiar with forms than
he was with faets,

He knew more about theory than he did about
truth.

His phylactery was broader than his philoso-
phy

No man ¢an see anything just right till he is
born from above,

Prejudice is a prop which fails a man when
he needs it most,

Nicodemus was more concerned about the pat-
tern of the platter than the food it contained.

He was more concerned about the husk than
he was about the heart.

No degree of shrewdness could betray Christ
mnto a superficial answer,

Unless he is born from above no man can be
happy here below,

Men are regenerated by Christ and not by
creeds,

A Christless creed is like a mirror with the
reflecting power gone,

It is a mystery how & magnet imparts power
to another piece of metal : but the power of the
empowered metal is the proof,

How the Spirit of God empowers the spirit
of man is also a mystery; but the empowered
personality is proof.

The power that sends the sap upward in the
tree is as conspicuous a fact as it is a mystory,

The Master explained to Nicodemus that some
things are inexplicable to man.

It would be as unreasonable to expect the

mind of man to gauge the mind of God as to ex-
pect a snowflake to absorh the waters of the sea.

The ministry of mystery has spurred many a
mind to mastery.

Nothing can penetrate the mystery of life like
the mystery of love,

Christ pointed out an established fact of the
ratural to establish a fact of the Supernatural,
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There is nothing unnatural about the Super-
natural,

It is just as true that “the secret of the Lord
is with them that fear him® as it is that “secret
things belong to God.”

A smal] obstruction may shut out g great
light.

The personal pride in a question may shut out
the personal profit in the answer,

Men succeed best at that to which they were
born,

The best musicians were born to music,

The best poet: were born to poetry,

The best ruler was horn to rule,

The best statesman was born to statesman-
ship.

All outer successes spring from inner sources,

God who created matter in order has not
created man at random,

Some law stands guard at the gateway of
every kingdom.

Mastery is promised only to (he man who
strives lawfully,

None of God's kingdoms can pe entered un-
lawfully,

The kingdom of mathematics must be entered
mathematically,

The kingdom of light must he entered aecord-
ing to the laws of opties,

The kingdom of sound must be entered accord-
ing to the laws of acousties,

The kingdom of art must be entered artistie-
ally.

The kingdom of beauty mnst bhe entered beau-
tifully.

The kingdom of music must be entered musies
ally,

The kingdom of truth must be entered truth-
fully,

Laws of matter lead to material kingdoms,

Spiritual laws lead to spiritual kingdoms,

Some law above matter lifts it into the min-
eral kingdom,

Some law of life lifts the mineral into the
vegetable kingdom,

Some law of life lifts the vegetable into the
animal kingdom,

Some law of life lifts the animal up to man,

Some law of life lifts the man up to God.

The new birth of man is in harmony with the
old laws of God,

The first birth of man is as incomprehensible
as the second,

Familiavity with phenomena does not elim-
inate the Supernatueal.

A truth is not true beeause 1 know it ; I know
it because it is true,

The sun was just as real before it arose as it
was when it came into view.
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The spirit has as much to do in seeing the
lpiriﬁuul as material eyes do in seeing the ma-
terial,

A shadow may “throw light” on a subject.

One mystery in the natural may show a truth
in the Supernatural.

As Christ was lifted up on the cross by his
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enemies, so he must be lifted up in the character
of his friends.

He who does not give Christ an upper place
in private cannot lift him up in public.

We may lift up Christ by our works.

Loving Christ will lift us up.

Living for Christ will lift him up.

Lesson Heart Talks

BY MRS. J.

A friend tried to tell me how a certain fruit
grown in a foreign country tasted. “It is not
like a peach, nor a melon, nor a pear—well, I
really cannot tell you what it is like. You will
have to go over there and eat it. I am sure you
will say it is the most delicious thing you ever
put in your mouth.,” This illustrates in a
homely way the fact that there are things which
pertain to our physical senses of which we can
haveé no conception until we have ourselves seen,
heard, touched, or tasted them. There is noth-
ing to which they can be likened or compared.
If this is true in earthly things, far more so is
it in heavenly things. Jesus spoke to Nico-
demus of a spiritual fact which he who came
from heaven knew was true. Nicodemus was in-
terested, but puzzled. “Iow can these things
be?’ he asked. He tried to bring spiritual
truth to the plane of natural understanding;
but there was no light for him there. You can-
not tell the scent of a flower by the sense of
touch, nor the pitch of a musical note by the
sense of sight. You cannot comprehend spirit-
ual truth by natural process of reasoning. The
things of the Spirit are spiritually discerned.

So the Great Teacher come from God did not
argue with this man. He announced <hat he
knew to be true, “Except a maan be born again
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” He left no
place for controversy. Ie did not say it was a
good thing to be born of the Spirit; that it
would make one happier, more useful, more pros-
perous, and for these reasons the matter should
be carefully considered. All this is true; but the
subject was too vital for Jesus to deal with it
superficially. With utmost sincerity he said dis-
tinctly, “Ye must be born again.” That earthy,
sinful nature of yours must be re-created in the

H. KNOWLES

spiritual image of God before you can live in
the spiritual atmosphere of the kingdom of God.
Fishes cannot live on land ; birds cannot live in
water. Iach has its appropriate sphere; what
is life for one is death for the other. You can-
not live the life eternal unless you are adapted
to it. You must be born into eternal life with
capacities fitted for it before you can live in it.
To Nicodemus's incredulous but eager question,
“How ?" Jesus answered that it is not a thing
that can be explained; it is knowledge to be
gained only by experience. It is like the wind
coming and going, now terrific in force, again
gentle as the breath of a baby. No one would
say the wind did not blow because none could
tell whence or whither it came. He said it was
like the healing of the bitten Israelites looking
at the serpent in the wilderness, [e said God
s0 loved everybody that he sent his Son that the
world through him might be saved, simply by
believing that he is one's own personal Saviour.

The believing look at the serpent healed the
poisoned men and women ; the believing look at
Jesus on the cross brings life to the death-
stricken soul. How? I cannot tell, but I
know, The look is the soul’s acceptance of God’s
way of salvation; it says, “I am a sinner, thou
art my Saviour.” The moment we drop our
pride and fall in with God’s way the work is
done.  Whosoever believeth, today, hath ever-
lasting life. IHappy spirits on earth and in
heaven know the secret revealed to faith but
unexplained to human wisdom. It is not a mat-
ter of choice. Jesus said, “Ye must be born
again,”

Is it possible he is saying to the leader of
any Sunday school class, “Art thou a teacher
and knowest not these things thyself?"

The Lesson in Literature and Art

Doubtless because it is lacking in action, the
night scene in which Nicodemus holds converse
with Jesus is little represented in art. Never-
theless modern artists have not failed to find in
it picturesque and romantic suggestions worthy
of great art. Rembrandt and Ruben: have
treated it, as have also Bida and Tissc Re-

producing as it does Oriental atmosphere and
suggesting the mystery and secrecy that always
exert a fascinating influence upon us when we
think of this scene, the painting of Tissot is
perhaps the most poetic and satisfying picture
llustrative of this incident. In this painting
Christ and Nicodemus are revealed, seated upon

. .




. .

Jan, 29]

a rug, in the rear of a spacious, dimly lighted
room, facing each other, in deep and earnest
conversation,

La Farge's fresco in Trinity Church, Boston,
is well known. Nicodemus is seated at the left
with a scroll over his knee, his left hand resting
thereon, a finger indicating a passage. Christ
looks down upon him from an easy half-sitting
posture on the wall of a stone arch, and listens
with gentle patience. It is curious that the
initiative here, as in Bida's illustration, is taken
by Nicodemus rather than by Christ; the ruler
is the active personage of the dialogue, our Lord
the passive listener.—Estelle M. Hurll,

Verse 7. According to classic mythology,
Circe had power to exercise enchantments over
men that turned them into beasts; and the magic
that she wrought was the more terrible in that
their intellects remained unaffected, while in
every other respect, in “head, body, voice, and
bristles” they became as swine. But the trans-
formation that is wrought in the lives of men
by the Spirit of Christ is a birth from above—
a transformation that puts new light into a
man’s eye, stamps purity upon his brow, and
gives nobility to his bearing ; it substitutes rea-
son for lust, spiritual yearning for sensuous
desire, chastened emotion for besotted appetite ;
it leaves, in short, in his whole being the unmis-
takable impress of God.

Verse 8. Rach successive moment, all over
the world, the act of creation must be repeated,
The existence of the world witnesses to a per-
petuity of creating influence, Active omnipo-
tence must flood the universe, or its machinery
stops, and its very existence terminates, The
signs of an all-pervading supernatural energy
meet us wherever we turn, Every leaf waves in
it, every plant in all its organic processes lives
in it: it rolls round the clouds, else they would
not move : it fires the sunbeam, else it would not
shine: and there is not a wave that restlessly
rises and sinks, nor a whisper o! the wanton
wind that “bloweth where it listeth,” but be-
speak the immediate intervention of God.—
Caird.

erse 8. Men come into the kingdom of God
in as many different ways as plants come to
flower.  Some come right up out of the earth
and blossom. Some come up and grow the whole
summer, and then blossom. Some grow a year,
and then blossom the second year. Some grow
up like trees, and do not bhlossom nntil they are
three or four or five or six years old. Some put
the leaves out first, and the blossoms afterward ;
and some put out the blossoms first, and the
leaves aftorward, There is every conceivable

method of inflorescence, Now, when a man is
converted, he blossoms: and some persons hlos-
som almost from the cradle. 1 do not doubt that
God’s work begins in the hearts of children three
or four years old, and of persons of every age
As “the wind bloweth

beyond that period,
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where it listeth,” so God’s spirit works where it
pleases.—Beecher,

Verses 14, 15,

He who did most shall bear most ; the strongest
shall stand the most weak.

"Tis the weakness in strength, that I cry for!
my flesh, that I seek

In the Godhead! I seek and I find it. O Saul,
it shall be

A Face like my face that receives thee; a Man
like to me,

Thou shalt love and be loved by, forever; a
Hand like this hand

Shall throw open the gates of new life to thee !
See the Christ stand !

—David's final appeal to Saul, in Browning's
Saul,

Verses 15, 16. “It is by their death,” says
Dr. Marcus Dods, “that many men have become
immortalized in the memory of the race. Deaths
of gallantry, of heroism, of self-devotion have
often wiped out and seemed to atone for pre-
ceding lives of dissipation and uselessness,”
There is no better illustration of this remark, I
think, than in the death of Sydney Carton, in
Dickens's A Tale of Two Cities. He has wasted
his life, but he goes to the guillotine in place of
the husband of the woman he had hopelessly
loved, and comforts a timid seamstress in her
last moments,

“The supposed Evrémonde descends, and the
seamstress is lifted out next after him. He has
not relinquished her patient hand in getting out,
but still holds it as he promised. Ile gently
places her with her back to the crashing engine
that constantly whirs up and falls, and she
looks into his face and thanks him,

“‘But for you, dear stranger, I should not he
S0 _composed, for I am naturally a poor little
thing, faint of heart: nor should I have been
able to raise my thoug hts to Him who was put
to death, that we might have hope and comfort
here to-day. I think you were sent to me by
heaven.’ "

“She kisses his lips: he kisses hers: they
solemnly bless each other. The spare hand does
not tremble as he releases it ; nothing worse than
a sweet, bright constancy is in the patient face,
She goes next before him—is gone; the knitting
women count 'l‘wpnt,v-two.

“‘I am the Resurrection and the Life, saith
the Lord: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, vet shall he live : and whosoever liy-
eth and believeth in me, shall never die.”

“The murmuring of many voices, the upturn-
ing of many faces, the pressing on of many foot-
steps in the outskirts of the crovd, so that it
swells forward in a mass, like one great heave
of water, all flashes away. Twenty-three, , . .

“They said of him, about the city that night,
that it ‘was the peacefulest man's face ever be-
held there, Many added that he looked sub-
lime and prophetic.”
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The Lesson Illustrated

Verse 2. “We know that thou art a teacher
come from God.” Nicodemus recognized in Jesus
a great teacher. Teachers, for good or ill, are
the rulers of the world. Sophocles said, “A city
is all its leaders, and so is a combined host ; but
they among mankind who are dishonorable be-
come iniquitous by the precepts of their lead-
ers.”” Dr. Bushby, who held the head master-
ship of the Westminster school through the
successive reigns of Charles I, Oliver Cromwell,
and Charles II, was asked how he did it, and
replied, “The fathers govern the nation, the
mothers govern the fathers, but the boys govern
the mothers, and I govern the boys.”

Verse 6. “That which is born of the Spirit
is spirit.” The Bay of Naples, perhaps the
most beautiful body of water in the world, is in
fact, we are told by the geologists, the crater
of an extinct voleano. 8o now there are lives
most beautiful that were once filled with fires
and smoke of sin, but which have been trans-
formed by the grace and the Spirit of God.

Verse 7. “Ye must be born again.” In the
early days of the American Indian contact with
whites a noted chief of the Delawares was sit-
ting one evening at the fireside of a friend. Both
were silently watching the fire, and indulging
their reflections. The silence was broken by
the friend, who said, “I have been thinking of a
rule delivered by the author of the Christian
religion, which from its excellence is called the
Golden Rule. It is for one man to do to an-
other as he would have the other do to him.”
“That's impossible; it ean't be done,” was the
response. The chief lighted his pipe and walked
about the room. After about a quarter of an
hour of silence he said: “Brother, I have been
thoughtful. Listen: If the Great Spirit who
made man would give him a new heart, then
man could keep that Golden Rule; but not
otherwise.”

Verse 8. “Born of the Spirit.” Henry M.

Stanley tells that once, in the heart of Africa,
a native was dragged before him by some of his
followers for stealing a gun. Stanley looked at
the gun; it clearly belonged to his expedition.
The poor man who had it was frightened at the
mention of the name of Stanley, and could
hardly find his voice or say a word, only, “I am
a son of God; I would not steal.” This he re-
peated again and again. It was all he could
say. Stanley was interested, and it dawned
upon him that this man was probably one of the
converts of some of the missionaries laboring in
that region, and he accordingly gave him the
gun and allowed him to go, while they pursued
their way. At the next station they found the
gun waiting for them. It appeared that the gun
had probably been lost. This man had found it,
and when he was set free he at once went to the
missionary for instructions, and by his direc-
tions it was sent where Stanley would get it.
But what a light must have come to that dark-
ened son of Africa, who, though brought up in
all vileness and theft and sin, had come to real-
ize the glorious dignity of a divine paternity,
and say, “I am a son of God: I would not
steal !"

Verse 9. “How can these things be?” The
doctrine of the new birth bewildered Nicodemus,
Yet we have illustrations of many kinds of the
way in which thought, life, and character are
suddenly and deeply changed. Dr. Townsend,
in Credo, tells of a man who had squandered a
fortune, and was on the point of taking his own
life, who formed a sudden resolution to recover

his wealth, and from being a spendthrift became
a miser. We now know that a child passing
into youth undergoes a profound change in hody
and mind and often in moral quality. Mental
new birth is illustrated over and over again in
dullards who suddenly awaken to intellectual
interest and life. A coward by some crisis be-
comes brave. The new birth is such a moral
revolution under the influence of the Spirit.

The School of Practice

1. Nicodemus, who was a ruler, and rieli, and
who must have been a very busy man, took an
evening to find Jesus and learn something more
about him. T also will this week in some way
give one evening in trying to find out something
more _ahout Christ.

2. T can see that decorating the outside of a
clock does not make it keep correct time: that
clothing a sinner in white does not make him a
saint ; and that professing to be honest does not

make one honest. This week 1 will not so much
declare T am a Christian, or try to appear as a
Christian, as I will earnestly ask God so to
change and keep my heart that T may really be
a Christian,

3. I will try to find out this week what it is
to believe in Christ in the sense spoken of in the
Golden Text (John 3. 16). and will tell the class
my conclusions next Sunday; and I will myself
try to believe in that sense,

The Lesson Digest and Teacher’s Guide
The Junior Grade

Talk to the scholars about the mysterious
voices of the wind at night whispering in the

woods or moaning at the door. The mastery of
such facts as are given in Tur Lrsson Worp
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Sruotes and of such thoughts as are given in
The LessoN Exeosiion is as necessary to the
teacher in this grade as to those of the most
advanced pupils,

For Nexr Suspay

Give out the sentence to be printed, but give
0o detailed explanation until next Sunday.

The Intermediate Grade

This lesson contains Christ's statement of the
doctrine of conversion, and it is the privilege of
the teacher to strip from that doctrine the false
mystery which often has hidden ir,

THE LESSON OUTLINE on page 49 will be
found helpful in the study, whether or not it be
used as a plan for teaching.

Note the facts concerning Nicodemus, and cer-
tain valuable verbal comments given on page
30  Note especially the Germinal Truths in
THE Lesson Exrosition.

PLANS For TeAcHING

A pleasant introduction is to describe Jesus
as a young carpenter from a small Galilean
town who has come, o8 all Jews came at festal
periods, to Jerusalem. He has recently had
wonderful experiences that turned him into a
rabbi, and has wrought signs that convinced
many that he is the Messi h. The signs he
wrought in Jerusalem have not heen recorded
for us (except the first cleansing of the temple),
but they had made a wide and deep impression,
and they opened his way soon after this to a
period of great popularity in Galilee, Describe
our Lord’s characteristics as Nicodemus saw
him (verse 2), as the disciples saw him (with
the knowledge of his temptation and his triumph,
of his baptism by John and his formal appro-
bation by God), as the priests of Jerusalem saw
hign (a peasant and a mechanic who should sub-
missively learn and obey, and not teach) : and
as we, with his whole record before us, know
him—the Son of Man and the Son of God.

An easy outline : .

1. A Ruler of the Jews (verses 1, 2), a sin-
cere inquirer after the truth,

2. The New Birth (verses 1.8), becoming
consciously a new creature in Christ Jesus,

3. The Heavenly Things (verses 9-13), the
eternal thoughts and purposes of God, £

4. The Son of Man (verses 14, 15), lifted
upon the cross for our redemption.

Do you ever use The Lisson PrAYER?

For Next Sunpay
trive out these three questions to be answered
in writing next Sunday :
1. What is the gift of God of which Jesus
spoke in verse 10?
In what parable did Jesus refer to the
Samaritans with favor?
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3. What did the Jews call Jesus in John 8.
87

The Senior Grade

No lesson needs completer understanding or
suner teaching than this, It is the first state-
went of doctrine made by Jesus, and its pres-
ervation in the form of a dialogue may have
been directed by him. It precedes in time the
Sermon on the Mount, We are to regard it as
the basis of all our Lord’s teachings,

Emphasize this: If we do not accept this first
fundamental teaching of Jesus none of the rest
of his teaching is for us,

This basal doctrine of Christianity is the ne-
ity of our having the life that is born of the
Holy Spirit. Our physical lives, beginning with
birth, need for their development food and sleep
and shelter and exercise, Our intellectual lives
make greater demands, Often the influence of
a companion or of some great author begins a
strange opening process ; often education gives
to those who are able to receive it a new birth
of the intellect, Our Lord's teaching is that
there must be a spiritual life as well ay an in-
tellectual and physical life, He does not merely
direct our spiritual powers; he gives them., God
is a Spirit, and there is no practical mystery in
our coming to him for spirituality,

Keep distinet in your mind and in the minds
of your pupils the difference between the simple
practical facts and the philosophical mystery,
Nicodemus could not explain all about the wind,
but he knew it was blowing. He could not ex-
plain the processes of human birth, but he knew
that he had been born. It was not necessary
that he should comprehend the philosophy of the
spiritual birth, but he must be born agai

ces

PLANS FOR TEACHING

THE LESSON OuTLiNg will furnish a simpre

plan for teaching,

bserve the attitude of Nicodemus to Jesus
and of Jesus to Nicodemus. Both are note-
worthy.

Foliow the TLLUSTRATIVE BinLe REapiNGs,
page 23 of the Senior Quarterly.

The APPLICATION OF THE SSON on page 24
of the Senior Quarterly develops the thought,
elsewhere snggested, of Jesus  studied from
different points of view,

The old story of the serpent in the wilderness
made this new story plain.  Whoever beholds
Christ crucified as he is revealed by the Holy
Spirit recognizes his own sinfulness and accepts
Christ as his Saviour,

A careful reading of Cory Tuoveurs, age
76, will illuminate the entire lesson.  Mps,
Knowles’s illustration of a foreign fruit (page
78) helps us to understand verses 11, 12, The
legend of Clirce, the different ways in which
plants blossom, Dickens’s story of Sydney Carton

THE LESSON IN LITERATURE AND ART), the
Indian chieftain’s philosophy, the beauty of the
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Bay of Naples, Mr. Stanley's account of a
native Christian in the heart of Africa, and
Dr. Townsend's remarks on the spendthrift
turned miser (LESSON ILLUSTRATED)—all have
great appositeness and value; but beware of
spending too much time on illustrations,

Do not forget THE SCHOOL OF PRACTICE.

For Next SUNDAY

Ask each of your class to draw during the
week, and bring to the class next Sunday, a
chart of the life of Christ, from his arrival at
Nazareth in childhood to his interview with the
woman at the well of Samaria (Lesson VI).
Let it be made on the model of the IIISTORICAL
CHART pr I with this number. For the
present omit the map. This small portion of
the public life of our Lord will be found not too
great for mastery by the average pupil; and such
a personal construction of a chart is invaluable,

The Advanced Grade

The Lesson. Between this lesson and the
last we have the visit to Capernaum (John 2.
12), the Passover in Jerusalem at which our
Lord cleanses the temple (John 2. 13-17), and a
discussion with “the Jews."” Appended to this
discussion are certain words of explanation by

[Jan. 20

the evangelist. The paragraphs on the Early
Judean Ministry and on The Intervening Events
(LessoNn Wogrp Stupies) furnish a background
for this lesson.

Jesus elsewhere describes himself as the Life,
the Truth, and the Way. That he is the Truth
Nicodemus confesses; that he is the Life is
shown by his words in the first part of this les-
son; and that he is the Way, by his words in the
last part.

The record of our Lord's early ministry in
Judea begins with John 2. 12 and ends with
John 3. 36. Study reasons why he chose one
of the great national feasts for the presentation
of his claims, and why no other feast would
have served so well as the passover. What was
the purpose of his cleansing of the temple?
What was its probable effect on the public?
Why did not Jesus “commit himself” to those
who “believed in his name”? What light does
our Lord's cleansing of the temple at this time
throw on the character of Nicodemus's visit and
inquiries?

Jesus puts four great thoughts before Nico-
demus. Define them. Study in what respects
the Judean ministry was a success, and how it
may have been deemed a failure. Evolution
from Above is a thought impressively commented
on in THE LEssoN EXPOSITION.

Library References

NicopEMus.—Baldwin, Representative Men,
p. 161, Banks, L. A., Christ and Iis Friends,
p. 116. Evans, Scripture Biography, vol. ii,
p. 233. Chapin, Characters in the Gospels,
p. 113. The Lives of Christ, and Bible Diction-
aries.

REGENERATION—THE SECOND Birrin—Mer-
rill, Aspects of Christian Experience, pp. 117-
140. The Systematic Theologies of Miley, Ray-
mond, Watson, Pope. The Bible Dictionaries.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON

Verse 1.—Saurin, J., Sermons, vol. viii, pp.
241, 253. Verse 3.—Watkinson, Transfigured

Sackeloth, p. 169. Burder, G., Village Sermons,
p. 30. Bushnell, H., Sermons for the New Life,

‘The Responsive Review
1. Where did Jesus go after his first miracle?

To Jerusalem. 2. Who came to see Jesus by
night? Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 3. What
did Jesus tell Nicodemus? “Ye must be born
again.” 4, What is it to be born again? To
have a new heart. 5. Hlow may we have new
bearts? By believing on Jesus Christ. 8. How
did God show his love for men? GOLDEN TEXT:
“For (Jod so loved,” ete.

BY REV, 8. G. AYRES, B.D.

p. 106. Barnes, A.,, Way of Salvation, p. 233.
Verse b.—Beecher, I1. W., Sermons, vol. vi,
p. 443. Verse G.—IHowe, J., Works, vol. iv,
p. 5. Verse T.—Vaughan, C. J., Sermons, p. 473.
Wesley, J., Works, vol. vi, p. 65. Mozley, Uni-
versity Sermons, p. 234, Verse 8,.—Wesley, J.,
Works, vol. v, p. 212, Beecher, H. W., Ser-
mons, vol. viii, p. 419. Liddon, H. I, Univer-
sity Sermons, vol. ii, p. 78. Kingsley, C., West-
minster Sermons, p. 61,  Verse 9.—Arnold, T.,
Christian Life, vol. i, p. 266. Newman, J. H.,
vol. i, p. 234, Verse 12.—Arnold, T., School
Sermons, p. 51, Verse 14.—Fletcher, Works,
vol. vii, p. 499. Hamline, B. B., Works, vol. ii,
:: IT“"T anks, L. A., Christ and His Friends,

The Church Catechism

24. How doth Jesus Christ accomplish the work
of redemption ? Jesus Christ doth accomplish the
work of redemption, as Prophet, Priest, and King,
by revealing to us tho grace and truth of God the
Father, by making atoncment for sin and inter-
cession for sinners, and by ruling in His Church
and over the world for the world’s salvation.

John 1. 17, 18.
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Primary Teachers' Department

New Year’s Greeting

HEARTFELT greetings to all primary lovers and
workers as we enter upon another “year of our
Lord.” It .will be a year of blessing and fruit-
fulness just in proportion as we put heart into
our work, and do it as “unto the Lord, and not as
unto men,”

“I love thy men and women, Lord,
The children round thy door,”

sings the poet, and entering upon a year of sery-
ice in this spirit we shall not fail to find it a year
of blessing,

January
I'm little January,
Perhaps you do not know
Tow far I've come to see you
Across the fields of snow.
I've lots of little sisters,
A little brother, too,
And every one is coming
To make a call on you,
But I got ready quickly,
And came right straight off here,
To be the first to greet you
This happy bright New Year.—Nel,
New Year in the Primary Department
BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS
Tur Sabbath nearest to New Year's Day is an
especially appropriate occasion upon which to
acquaint the little ones with both the meaning
and the sacredness of time. The teacher can
show a watch or clock and tell of its use, She
can tell the children that God wants them to be
doing something all of the time, but never any-
thing nanghty. She can draw attention to the
fact that Sunday is God's time, and that upon
that day we must do Jjust what he wants us to,
The figures representing the year which has Just
come can be placed in a conspicuons position.
The children can be told that this is the time of
year when people try to give up all that is wrong
in their lives and to do better, and that they can
do likewise. At this point some of the most
spiritually minded of the little ones might be in-
duced to enter upon a distinet Christian life. It
is very difficult for such to receive the faintest
idea of the atonement and of the new birth, but
the explanation can, perhaps, be made more
practically plain at this time, when the scholars
can be asked personally—not in the class—to

begin a new life with the new year—a life lived
henceforth wholly for Christ.

Teaching How to Give

It is time well spent in the primary class to
seek the drawing out and directing of the spirit
of benevolence, or doing good, to others, Nearly
all children love to give, and it is important that
they be taught why and how to do so. In our
classes are little ones to-day who will some day
give themselves to Christ's work, if rightly
trained in the very beginning. There are others
who will be able (if willing) to make great
gifts in future days. Let us ever keep a watch-
ful eye upon the future possibilities of our little
charges! We should never allow any kind of an
exercise to hecome monotonous, and therefore
tiresome, if ingenuity can prevent it, Here is
the story of the way one teacher took to teach
the spirit of true giving—or, rather, one of the
ways, since the teacher who devised this would
be able to vary the exel sise of giving in other
equally charming ways:

“Now, let us have the missionary pennies,”

said the teacher, “Are there any best pennies
here to-day 7"

Up went half a dozen little hands.

“That is right, Now, how many good pennies
are there?”

Nearly all the remaining hands went up.

“Henry, suppose you tell us what the good
pennies are,” said the teacher,

A chubby-cheeked little boy stood up and said,
with much’ seeking for the rj ht words :

"'l“‘h(- pennies—your father—or sister—gives
you,

"l__lll“if‘. you may tell what the best pennies

re.

A bright little four-year-old promptly n'lnli«-(l:
“The pennies you get all your own self,”
“Now,” said the teacher, “I will lot those who
have best pennies bring them to the table first
and put them in this pretty box. But first we all
want to know how you got them your own selves,
Robbie, how did You earn your penny "

“I went to the store forgrandma,” said Rohbie,

Another “brought papa’s slippers” ; one little
girl “swept the floor for mamma”; while an-
other “watched baby a whole hour"—wel| worth
the penny thus earned! One little fellow who
came proudly forward, when asked how he earned
his _penny, said : “Papa gave it to me."

He was sent back to wait the turn of the good
pennies, One child anxiously asked, “Is this a
best penny? Uncle Fred gave it to me for candy,
and T saved it.”

“Yes, Mary, that is surely a best penny,” said
the teacher, and added a few simple words of the
blessing brought by self-denial.
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When all the pennies had been gathered the

class repeated with the teacher :
“Small are the gifts that we can bring,
But thou hast taught us, Lord
If given for the Saviour's sake
They lose not their reward.”

I'hen in a brief echo prayer teacher and chil-
dren asked the Lord to take the offerings and use
them to help other children know him.—From
“The Primary Teacher,” by Martha Van Marter,

The Primary Teacher and Temperance

Tuere is a great evil abroad in the land
which touches the lives of multitudes of little
children,

What can the primary teacher do?

The Lord said, “My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge. If the primary teacher can
put into her little hour each Sunday some brief
word of temperance teaching it may be used to
save precious lives from the dostruction to which
ignorance too often leads,

It is quite true that the time in the class-
room is limited, and in the multitude of devices
offered to primary teachers it is not surprising
that the teacher asks, “When and how can this
be added?”

Possibly five minutes may be added to the
hour given to the little ones. Five minutes each
week will give four hours of solid instruction
in the course of a year.

Have a definite time for the temperance teach-
ing, and use every second of it.

Do not attempt too much. Be willing to do
a little at a time, but make sure that the little
is well done.

Build up a brief and simple temperance cate-
chism. Teach the answer to one question each
Sunday.

A temperance ladder may be devised with lit-
tle trouble or expense which will keep the
thought before the class. Tack a sheet of card-
board to the wall, make a ladder upon it, and as
vou climb it indicate question and answer by
capital letters, or by a word, if vou choose.

Use simple illustrations, no matter if they are
old. Let the class see alcohol burn in a spoon
when you are trying to show them what the
fiery fluid does for the stomach,

Tet the children see alcohol cook the albumen
of an egg, and then tell them of the paralyzing
power it must have upon the brain when car-
ried thither by the blood.

Bring a little bottle of sweet cider to the
schoolroom, that you may be able to show fer-
mentation in its various stages.

Once a month let a good temperance leaflet
be given to each child. Ask that they earry

these home, The leaflet may teach a needed
lesson and work a blessed change in some sad,
drink-cursed home,

If a temperance paper is not distributed in
your class, urge the importance of this upon the
superintendent of the school. No matter if the
children cannot read the papers; some one in
their home can, and probably will,

And now about the vexed question of the
pledge,  Let a pledge-roll hang upon the wall.
Get as attractive a one as possible, and be sure
to choose one with a simple and comprehensiyve
pledge, which should be clearly explained to the
children. Do not ask them to sign it at first,
Indeed, the temperance teaching should go on
for some time before any suggestion is made
that children may sign the pledge. Do not urge
it upon them. Do not make a public matter of
it. By and by some who have been taught at
home or in the temperance school will want
to sign it, and as names are added others will
begin to think about the matter. Alwy
quire the children to talk with their pa
and secure their consent hefore signing it at all.

Let us remember that the temperance teach-
ing through the primary class is not confined
to the children, They are busy little talkers,
and they ¢ their lessons home with them.
Do not deprive them of the opportunity to carry
home some definite Bible teaching upon this
great subject of the day, and the labor will not
be in vain.

An Alphabet of Texts
(For the littlest ones)
ASK and ye shall receive, (John 16, 24,)
me as little children, (Matt, 18, 3.)
Christ shall give thee light. (Eph. 5. 14.)
Draw nigh to God. (James 4. 8.)
lm-n, a |h|h| is kun\\n by his doings. (Prov

Follow |Ium me.  (John 21,
God is love. (1 .John 4. 16,)
He ]ml them forth by the right way. (I’sa
07. 7.)

I am the good shepherd. (John I(l 1-4 )
Jesus called a little ehild.  (Matt. 2.)
Keep the door of my lips. (Psa. HI.
Love one another. (Jolhn 4. 11.)

My peace I give unto you. (John 14, &
Now is the day of salvation. (2 Cor, (
Obey your parents in the Lord. (Eph. 6. 1.)
Praise waiteth for thee, O God. (Psa. 65, 1.)
Quench not the Spirit. (1 Thess 19.)

Renew a right spirit within me. (Psa. 51, 10,1
Suffer little children to come unto me. (Luke

)

22.)

Thou art the guide of my youth. (Jer. 3. 4.)
U ndvrnpulh are the everlasting arms.  (Deut.

\'ictor\' lhrongh our Lord Jesus Christ, (1 Cor.
v'. i

Walk in the light. (1 John 1. 7.)

b wld \ourwlvm unto the Lord. (2 Chron.

/m\loun of good works, (Titus 2. 14.)

~ ugl
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International Bible Lessons
FIRST QUARTER

LESSON I- January 1
CHRIST THE LIFE AND LIGHT OF THE
WORLD. John 1. §-18
GOLDEN TEXT: “In him was life; and the life
was the Light of men,"” John 1, 4,

Miss Johnston, &
successful primary
toncher for many
vears, and well known
asasuccessful Sunday
Nchool worker, is here
presented to the many
teachers who find help
and inspiration for
hetter work in her ex-

collent lessons,

Hymn Verse
These lessons from the Holy Word
I would with Joy receive,
And all the Gospel story sweet
I would to-day helieve,
I do believe, T do helieve
That Jesus lived helow.
He gave himself, he did his works,
The way of life to show,

Primary Notes
BY JULIA 11, JOHNSTON

Lpproach. A little talk
about believing. How do
we know that stories of
battles and heroes are
troe, and things that hap-
pened long ago? They
have been written down
and kept for us, If we
know that the one who
wrote is to he trusted, we helieve the story

John, Jesus's disciple, wrote many things
about Jesus, We know he was good, and told the
fruth.  He wrote that we might know and he-
lieve what Jesus did, Each week we wil] have
A truth or lesson to helieye and take into oup
hearts, Above is a 'I,\'I.IIH verse for the quarter,

Jesus in the Beginning, A word stands for g
thought, First one thinks, then he speaks, and
we hear the thought in the word, Jesus was
God's thought of love for the world.  When the
world was made Jesus was there, in the begin-
ning with God. John tells us this,

John telling of Jesus, As kings long ago had
messengers to run before them to tell of their
coming, so Jesus sent John the Baptist to tell
that the Lord of life and light was coming to
save those who wonld believe,

Enlarge upon these two thoughts—no more :
Jesus lived long before he came to earth as a
little child, but when he came John the Baptist
told the story of the Life and Light. Give an
idea of the charaeter of Johu, and make his mis-
sion very plain,

Lesson Thought : Belicve in the Light. 1f vou
OPen your eyes you can see the sunlight, I[ you
open your heart you will see that Jesus mak.s
all things plain, Just as light shows you what s
all around,

Thought for Teach r8. Through all this quar-
ter let us seek as ney *beforeto make the lessons
luminous, and heware lest our own shadow fall
upon any heart,

LESSON I—Janvary 8
WITNESS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST TO
JESUS. John 1. 19-34

GOLbEN Tk “Behold the Lamb of God, that
taketh away the sin of the world.” John 1, 29.

Primary Notes

Lpproach. How to find
out: Ask, look, and see,
Explain how many things
are known through ques-
tions asked, Hlustrate by
the habit of children to
inquire and gain knowl-
edge in this way., The
Jews  wished to know
about John the Baptist, and came to ask. They
wished to know of Jesus, and asked many ques-
tions. John diq not keep back the truth, He
told the whole about himself and Jesus, Telling
what we know jg sometimes called bearing wit-
ness. A witness in court before g judge must
always tell the truth, From what he tells the
judge makes up his mind,

Who was Johng He was not Jesus, the Light
of the world. He called himself a voice, e
Was a voice in the wilderness, he said, erying out
in a lonely place, But many came to hear him,
and he told them of Jesus,
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John and Jesus. Picture the coming of Christ
to John for baptism. Explain the meaning of
the rite and symbol. Water makes the body clean.
Jesus makes the heart clean. He wished to show
that he believed in what John was doing as he
baptized the people.

The Lamb of God. Draw out characteristics
of lambs from children. Why did John call
Jesus the Lamb of God? IHe was pure and per-
fect. He was to be offered up for sin. God had
told his people long before that when they came
to him with the offering of a lamb, all perfect,
he would forgive their sins, But they had to do
it over and over. Now, Jesus, the Lamb of God,
was to give himself, a perfect offering, to save
the world. John told his followers this, and bade
them look at Jesus.

He then told them how it was that he knew
Jesus to be the One sent from God. Describe
the baptism of Jesus and the descent of the Holy
Spirit upon him, while the voice from the cloud
told who the Saviour was.

Lesson Thought : Belicve the Lamb of God. 1f
a man brought a lamb to offer, but did not be-
lieve tha. God would forgive sin, it would do
him no gooc. Unless we trust the Lamb of God,
Jesus Christ, the pure and perfect One, it will do
us no good that he came to save. Trust him.

Thought for Teachers, 1t cannot be repeated
too often that our work is to point to Jesus, not
to ourselves.

LESSON III—January 15

JESUS WINS HIS FIRST DISCIPLES. John
1. 35-51

GoLpEN TEXT: “Thou art the Son of God, thou
art the King of Israel.” John 1. 49,
Primary Notes

Approach. Let the point
of contact be the word

: -\\\_\}\.1,(//_) 7

N “wins,”  Contrast driv-
.:,’ £ ing with coaxing. Tell
P e how the shepherd leads

\

the lambs and calls them
gently, and how they fol-
low him. If he beat them
with a stick would they

- Wl 3
' ./{/ri-r\'{\\\,

run gladly after their master? No, indeed. To
win is to coax, to call gently. Jesus does not

NER

make ug his as a cruel master gets a slave. He
calls us lovingly, and draws us sweetly, that we
may run after him. In this way he drew his
first disciples or learners and followers.

John Pointing to Jesus. The next day after
the story of last Sunday John was standing with
his followers when Je: passed by, Ile was not
anxious to keep his friends, but to point them to
Jesus, He said, “Behold the Lamb of God.”

Two Following Jesus. Two of John's follow-
ers went after Jesus at once. DPicture that day
with the Saviour. What wonderful words they
heard! What lessons they learned as they talked
with the Lord! Would you like to go home with
Jesus? You may have him come home with you
any day. By and by you may go home to be
with him,

“Others Following Jesus.,” Tell the beautiful
story of the winning of Peter by his brother An-
drew, and impress the lesson that we should try
to coax those in the home with us to follow
Jesus, The best way to do it is to follow very
close to him ourselves, Others will see how
much better and happier it makes us, and they
will be more ready and glad to follow.

Give in detail the story of Philip's call and
his finding Nathanael. Especially emphasize
Philip’s “Come and see.” There is no better
way than this, nor any half so good.

Illustrate fully Jesus's acquaintance with
Nathanael while still under the fig tree, So he
knows each one, and understands them while
they are yet far off.

“Believest thou,” Jesus asked Nathanael, “be-
cause I saw thee under the fig tree: Thou shalt
see greater things than these.”

Following Jesus we learn more and more, and
more wonderful things.

Lesson I'hought: Believe the Son of God.
Jesus is greater than John the Baptist. Believ-
ing him is taking the word of God’s own Son.
His word is never broken. We ma, well believe

him.
Thought for Teachers. Tet us look under the

3
N

fig trees for recruits, Who knows where the
most guileless and fervent may be found?

B 20 B edBrl e isae o
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LESSON IV—January 22

THE FIRST MIRACLE IN CANA. John
2.1-11
GoLpEN TEXT: “Whatsoever he saith unto you,
do it.” John 2, 5,

Primary Notes

Approach, Children
quickly recognize author-
ity. Let this lesson turn
on the Golden Text. Who
has a right to command
us? Jesus, first and most
of all. Then our parents,
teachers, pastors, and
older friends. Dwell upon
thought of obedience, Lllustrate by story of two
boys : one loi tering along, doing what he was told
in his own way, in his own time; the other obey-
ing at once, and doing what he was told in the
way he was told, and with a cheerful way. How
do we like to have others serve us? With a scowl,
as if it was the hardest thing in the world? O
no. We want love in it. Then we must put
love in it when we do what we are told.

The Wedding Feast, Jesus was invited, We
ought always to ask him to come when we invite
others. He is the best visitor of all, Mary, the
mother of Jesus, and his disciples were called, too,
Friends of Jesus should £o with him everywhere.

The feast was happy and merry. It was all
the more so because Jesus came, It is always so,
Do you always invite him?

The Trouble that Came. Somehow the wine
gave out, and this made them ashamed and trou-
bled. There was no way to get any more, and
what was to be done? The mother of Jesus
knew of the trouble, She felt sure that the Lord
would help them, though she did not know exact-
ly how. It was enough that he loved to help, and
knew how to do it in his own way. The rest must
do as he told them, So, after Mary had quietly
told Jesus the trouble, she said, “Whatsoever he
saith unto you, do it.”

The Great Miracle, A miracle is something
wonderful which only God can do, Jesus had
power to do everything, But he would not do
what others could do just as well, He saw the
big water jars there empty, and knew that the
servants could fill them as ‘well as he could, Ie
bade them do this, and they did it so well that
the jars brimmed over, * Draw out now,” he
said. This, too, they could do, and they drew
out and carried to the head man of the feast, It
was no longer water, but good, sweet wine, It
astonished them all, because it was better than
nnythin‘z they had had. Jesus can change com-
mon things into the sweetest and best, and he
will if we let him and if we do our part.

sson Thought: Believe and Do, 1f the sery-
ants had not believed that Jesus had a right to

say what should be done they would not have
obeyed, perhaps, Believing alone is not enough.
Belicve and do. Then Jesus will do his part.

Thought for Teachers, “His disciples believed
on him"” when they saw this great miracle,
wrought to relieve embar sment.  As disciples
we also have need to exercise continuous faith in
our Lord, if we would see his mighty works,

e ——
LESSON V—January 29
JESUS AND NICODEMUS, John 3, 1-15
GOLDEN TEXT: “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life,” John 3. 16,

Primary Notes

Approach. What is life?
How does believing give
us life? If we do not be-
lieve the one who pre-
pares our food we may
refuse to eat it. Then
how can we live? If we
will not trust the one

> who comes to help us out
of trouble we will not let him do it, and how then
can we escape? We must believe many people if
we are to live comfortably and save our lives and
health,

If we believe Jesus he will save our lives from
sin. He will make our souls live happily forever.
But unless we trust he will not save,

The Talk at Night. Many came to Jesus to
ask him questions. Once a man named Nicode-
mus came in the darkness to get help for his
troubled heart,

Describe this evening visit—Jesus perhaps
tired with the day’s work, but willing and glad
to sit up and help this ruler who had so much to
learn. TIn the quiet room they sat and talked of
the way of life. Nicodemus wondered how he
could have the life of the soul that lasts forever,
and Jesus told him. He said that the ruler who

had long taught others must be made over again,
as a little child, so that he would be willing and
obedient, humble and trustful, as little ones are,
willing to be taught and ready to be led.

It was
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|| hard for this man to understand, but Jesus was Order of Service
1 1 patient with him. He told him that the new e, T i 5 -
life came into the heart silently as the gentle FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
i wind blows, You cannot see the wind, I;llt_)‘l{ll First Quarter
f | can see what it does, and you know that it is T'eacher, Remember e thy Cres . !
| there ; so the Holy Spirit cannot be seen in our cogner. ftemember now thy C‘reator in the
| | hearts,but he can be felt, and we can tell that he days of thy youth,

is there by what he does, teaching us of , k
! showing us the right way and leading us in it.
il To have the Holy Spirit"in our hearts is to be

Class. Jesus said, Suffer little children to come
unto me,

i made over new and to have eyer| life NINGING. - Tune, “Webb,"
t Jesus said to Nicodemus that g long “O happy were those children,
i‘ hefore had lifted up that serpent of | that We wish we had been there

the bitten people might look and live, so Jesus,

4 . ) Wlho gained the Savionr's hlessing
| lifted on the cross, would give life to those who

h beli i And heard his loving prayer!
R wlieved, W wish hic ke Slets

i Liesson Thought: Belicve and Live, Simplify W At s bauds 1 reated
i the thought, and repeat it over and over. Living \udl\l\'l- lad h""l‘l'l "'l"l {enioni

i or Jesus is doing what he says, loving and trust- 4 b gt RS

ing him always. Why should we {rust ?  Be- Which from our Master fell.
cause Jesus is to be trusted, Teacher, The 1
Thought for Teachers, Let us go back to first i
Folpd' i call upon him,
principles ourselves, and refresh the child-faith P ‘ . : TSR N S
which will enable us to lead the children to trust fass. Call ye upon him while ho is near.
the Saviour, W "Thy face, Lord, will I seek.

«ord is nigh unto all them that

Pravyeg.
GIVING T'HANKS,

All.  “For all the blessings from thy hand,
We thank thee, heavenly Father,
For keeping us, thy lit
We thank thee, ) A

Boys. “For health, for happiness and home,

All. - We thank thee, heavenly Father,

Girls, That we unto thy house may come,

LIl We thank thee, hlessed Lord.

Boys. “Tor Jesus Christ, onr Saviour, King,

1171, We thank thee, heavenly Fath

Girls, That we his praises liere may sing,

LIl We thank thee, llessed Lord.

Boys hat Jesus for our sins has died,
All. thee, heavenly Father,
"‘ Girls in him we may abide,
| 2 L. We thank thee, hlessed Lord.  Amen.”
e Whisper Songs for January Gl
E i FIRST LESSON : Teacher, How shonld we give?
1 | WHEN he came, Hn: Life, the Light, Class, Freely ye have rec eived, freely give,
) It was in the world's deep night. o 3 fatoims :
Now the Dayspring from on high T. In what spirit should we give
R With his glory fills the sky, . C. The Lord loveth a cheerful giver,
i | SECOND LESSON CONCERT RECITATION,
f; | When he came he did not bring \\‘. bring the bright pennies ;
i Crown and scepter, like a king, They're little, we know,
;l | But he brought his life divine But love going with them, |
i | That it might he Yours and mine, Great good they will do,
|}
i | THIRD LESSON SINGING,  “Hear the pennies dropping.” 4
| When he came on earth 10 dwell, BIRTHDAY OFFERING,
| :;"'{NT'II?{-:“'»'“ n{ Isrs ”— PrRAVER, consecrating offerings :
nly childlike hearts could see “Dear Father. recolve . 18 aiftn: whis
In his heart divinity, Dear Father, receive our little gifts, which
FOURTI LESSON we offer to thee with glad hearts, All we have
" i G . comes from thee, arid we do not want to always
When he came all nature knew bt ) 2o e : 0ce 1
What her Maker came to do, receive, and never give. [Use our little gifts and
Listened humbly to her Lord, bless them, for Jesus' sake. Amen.”

Swiftly then obeyed his word Tue LESsoN TAvant
= FIFTH LESSON Beuo Pravie,

Vhen he came, our Father, God, N y Review o T
Clothed, like us, in flesh and blood, "”0'_“ 1 !(","“ _“P L
Gifts he brought us from ahove, CLosING Worps,

But the greatest gift was Love Mizeau,

N TEACHING,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

s e ——penp sty

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS—FIRST QUARTER,

Studies In the Writings of John.—Miracles (or 8igns) and Witnesses.

Lesson 1. Jan, 1—Onrist 1w Lire ANp Liant or
MuN, John 1, 1.18, Commit va, 1.4, (Read John 8, 12-30.)
Goupmw Trxr: In him was life ; and the life was the light
of men,—John 1, 4,

2. Jan, 8.—Tus Werxuss or Joun Tim BAprist 10 Jrsus:
John 1. 10-84, Commit ve, 20,27, (Read John 3, 22.36 ;
Mal. 3. 18; 4, 6,0 Gouoen Tuxr : Behold the Lamb of
God, which'taketh away the sin of the world, —John 1, 29,

3. Jan, 16.—~Jxaus Wine His Fraar Discietes, John 1,
3561, Commit vs, 40, 41, Goubkx Texr: Thou art
the Son of God ; thou art the King of Ivrael.—John 1, 49.

4. Jan, 22.—Tus Fier Minaoue ix Oaxa, John 2, 1-11,
Commit v, 1 John 10, 22.42,) Goupex Texr
Whatsoever h unto you, do it..~John 2. 6,

6. Jan 20.—Jusvs AND Nicomemow, John 8, 1.15. Com-
mit ve, 14, 16, (Read John 2, 12 (08, 21.) Gonpes Texr :
For God 50 loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Bon, that whosoever helieveth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting lite, —~John 4, 16,

6, Feb. 5, —Jraun AT Jacon's WxiL. John 4. 5.14. Com.
mit vo. 18, 14. (Study vw, 1.42,) GoLoes Text: Whoso-
ever will, lot him take the water of life freely.—Rev. 22,
17,

Lesson 7. Feb, 12.—Tus Seconn Miracus v CANA.
John 4, 43-54.  Commit ve. 49-51, Gobm Tmxr: The
same works that I do, bear witness of me, thatthe Father
hath sent me, —John 5, 86.

8. Feb. 19.—Juaus ot 1uE_Poor or Berussva. John 5,
1.16. Commit vs, 8,9. (Read John b, .) Goubex
Texr: And a rreu. naltitude followed him, because they
saw his miracles.— Jshn 6. 2,

9. Feb, 26,—~Tur MirAcLE or THE LOAVES AND Fisies,
John 6. 1.14. Commit vs, 11, 12, (Read John 6, 1-71,)
GoLpeN Texr : [am the living bread which came down
from heaven.—John 6. 51,

10, March 5.—Jesus AT TuE Frasr or TABERNACLES,
37-46, Commit v, 87, (Read John 7, 1-62, Gou.-
DEN Trxr : Never man spake like this man.—John 7, 46,

11, March 12,—Tug SLAVERY oF Siv, (May be used as a

.) John 8. 3140, Commit v, 31-82,
¥ +50.) Gonoex Taxr: Whosoever com-
mitteth sin is the servant of sin, John8, 84,

12. March 19, —HEALING OF TiE MAN Bors Buixp. John
9. 1-11.  Commit v, 10, 11, (Study John 9,1-41.) Gor-
DEN TexT : Tamn the light of the world,—John 9, b,

13, March 26.—RrviEw. GoLpmY Texr: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Ohrist,
the Son of God ; and that believing ye might have life
through his name.—John 20. 81,

-
-

ORDER OF SERVICES—FIRST QUARTER

OPENING SERVICE,
L Silence,
IL Responsive Bentences, (P'wa, 110, 0-16.)
Supt.  Wherewithal shall o young man
cleunse his way ?
School. By taking heed thereto according to

thy word,

Supt.  With my whole heart have 1 sought
thee :

8chool. O let me not wander from thy com-
mandments,

Bupt. Thy word have I hid in mine heart

School. That I might not sin against thee,

Supt, Blemsed art thou, O Lord : teach me
thy statutes,

School, With my Iips have I declared all the
Judgments of thy mouth,

Supt. I have rejolced in the way of thy
testimonies, as much as in all
riches,

8chool. T will meditate in thy precepts, and
have respest unto thy ways.

Supt, I will delight myself in thy statutes:

School. T will not forget thy word,

L Singing.
IV. The Ten Commandments, or the Apostles’ Creed,
V. Prayer, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert.
VL. Singing,

LESSON SERVICE,

L Class Study of tie Lesson,
II. Singing Lesson Hymn.

UL Recitation of the Title and Golden Text by the
school in concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson by Pastor
or Superintendent,

V. Additional Lesson, (Special lesson in the
Ohurch Catechism may here be introduced.)

VL. Announcements (especially of the Church ser-
vice and the Epworth League and week-even-
ing prayer-meetings.)

CLOSING SERVICE,
L Singing.
1L Responsive Sentences. (Eph, 8, 20, 21,)
Supt. Now unto him that is able to do

exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think,

8chool. According to the power that worketh
in us,

All Unto him be glory in the church
by Christ Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen,




Sunday School Workers

Fully realize the importance of a Good lll’l'ﬂl'\- The
books now on the shelves must need replacing after the constant
use during the past terms,

The range of selection this year is much wider than ever
before ;  the reading better, stronger, more entertaining and

more instructive,

Here is a list of hooks that are well worth « place in
every library

The Prospector. Ralph Connor .. ., S
Glengarry School Days.  Ralph Connor

The Old Orchard. Mack Cloie

Rebeeea of § inybrook
Our Own and Oiher Worlds.
The Simple Life. Chales W,

L. Kate Douglas Wiggin
Joseph Hamilton

ner

The Belle of Bowl Green.  \melia 1. Ban 25
Manhood's Mornin L. Conwell 00
The Story of My Life. Hele n Keller,

> Boy Tramps (Across (|
‘Iau orie’s Canad

1

1

1

J. McDonald-Oxley |

 Winter. Agnes Machar 1
; |

1

1

Mrs. Clark Johnson .

Mrs. Clark Johnson . 25
l..nhrmlor. Norman Duncan 30
.e o

F. C. T. O'Hara 75

' Secord. Emma A. Curvic 1

hts of Liberty. Fliz 1, *olland 130
zed by Fire. Evelyn Everett Gireen i 150
§ 1

1

1

Lou. George Madden M ey
ling on Plain and § John MeDougall

sof the Red River Ih-ln-llion. John McDougall 1 00
Marshall Saunders : 50

’I he Children's (

tin 25

o

(lq- l\:l\nl\vuul-mn 125
The SpEciAL Linragy CATALOGUE—a list of 3,000 volumes
we send PROMPTLY to any address free, Oqr terms in all cases

are most liberal,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 2°- RICAMOND ST, WesT




