ﬁmon 18th, 1894, ~ . 1lst QUARTER.

A k?lessmg to all na’t«fons‘ GGen. 18: 17-21.

' Goroey TEXT: “ All the nations of the dweh shall be blessed b him.”
Gen. 18: 18.

. CoMMIT To MEMORY verses 17-19.  Curlvren's Hywxar 163, 166, 94, 165
Prove ToAT—Good mon are great blessings.  Matt, 5: 16,
SuorrEr CatTEcEISM—Quest. %4, What is haptism ?
e

‘ DATLY PORTIONS.

(The Selections of the International Bible Reading Association.)
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Gen. 18:17-21 . Isa. 52: 716 iMark 16: 15-20 Romi. 10: %-1n 0 Ps. 72819 1 Cor. 121724 | Acts 3:19.96
f

‘ To the Teach .—Do not. credit any Schalar with having prepared the lesson who does not ot least
try to answer the qifestions. Tahe the leaflet howe and assign u value to each answer, announving the re
~ gult on the following S8abbath. Take, or send, the Leaflet to absent uchulan

Alwa;s bring your Bible and Shorter Cateohtﬂm to
the Sabb'lth School.

HELPS IN STUDYING.

INTRODUCTORY .—AS Abraham sat in the door of his tent at Hebron, he saw three men
approaching. They secmed to be travellers, o with that kitd hospitality which, be-
‘_ides being every where regarded as a \lrtuv i~ commatided as a religious dut,,y he
hastened to meet them and politely invited them to rest aind reficsh the mSLIns After
partakmg of the meal which was provided, the strungers rewarded theit entegtainer by
disclosing themscelves and promising that soon the long diferred blossing of 8300 would
be bestowed. Abrabhum now koew that God had com: down in human shape to tell
“him this, and that the two who came with him were angels  Whan they rose to depart
Abraham efcorted them part of their way. He was the - friend” of God. and doubtless
many things were told him then thaf would (heer and encburage him.  He would feel |
how kind and gracious God was. How rich iu Llessing. how strong and tender with ;
Fuman frailty. Can you name the five cities of the plain > Which one was spared
In-which did Lot live ? ’
. Lgssox Prax. I. The Blessing of Abrahaln v~ 1718 11 The Faithfulness of
Abrabam. v.19. III. The Compassion of God. vs. 20, 21. .

I. Tur Burssinc oF ABrARAM. 17. Shaill | hide from Abraham-—-Ps. 25. 14;
\.John 15 : 15, Prov. 3: 32, « All the principles of the divine providence in jts relations
/1 %o the sins of men appear bere . his forbearance and paticnce, his constant nopice, the -
depxdmg test, and the strictness and righteousness of the judgment, and hence Abra-
ham is told here, thnl these same principles might operate on the minds of the people
God in all ages” (Gosman). God's reasons for tclling Abmham Were three (1) He
hatl become a mighty nation. ¢ As the founder of it he cught te tnderstand” why
Glodl. execntes judgment as well a3 why he shews mery  Justice as well as grace has
¢ be recognized. (2) All the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him.”
heis specially conwrned with the fact that the persistently wicked shall perish,
eré is silvation provided, outifitis not received the sinner must suffer, (2 Pet. 2:8.).
d *hoo! Corunit ! the Prestyte
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. TI 'Tas Farraroussss or Avnansn. 190 (3) § kiow hire R, Vi o Thave kiip
‘him’ (Amos 3: 2; Hos. 18: 4,'s). When God is .sald to « know ” & person it meki
that he has singled him out as the aobject of his love and favor. The teason why :
had thus chosen Abrabiam is in order that he might trair up a g?dly race of deseend- ¢
ants, «The destruction of the cities would sexve as an enduring’ monutent in which
Tsrael should have constantly b#fore its eyeg the destruction of the ungodly. ‘God
-wished Abrabam to understand clearly and to tench his descendants, that the dreadful’
" eatastrophe wis not o violent outburst of natiral forces only, but a punishment sent
from God,upon a sinful community. Also he taught him further that there was a point .
. ond which divine forbearance wouldgnot go. That the LORD may bﬁn% upon:
Abraham—His performance of these Futies was the condiion on which Gor would
. fulfil his promises. God helps him to be fuithful, .

IIT. Tus Coxpassios of Gop. 20, The cry of .Sodom—The moral demand
which sin makes for punishment. (Gen. 4: 10). We usc the expression ‘¢ a crying
shame,” meaning something peculiarly disgraceful. Comparc th.18: 13;19: 13. ' 2L

- T will go down—«I will examine fully whether the corruption of the people is as uni-

. versal and hopeless as rumor says : in that case they must be exterminated ; otherwise,

1 ghall inflict & mitigated punishment.” When God is represented as deliberating in
this way, we are taught that he never punishes sin without being fully satisfied of the’

_guilt of the sinner; that be does not send the final penalty before every hope of refor-
mation is gone ; that be gives a last opportunity for repentance ere the doom falls; -

- that he invites his people to intercede for the transgressors, Ezek. 18: 23; Jer. 18

' 7,8. Compare ch, 11: 53 Kx. 3:8: Job3t: 22; Ps. 14: 25 90: 85 Heb. 4: 13.

As was the case with Sodoem, so to-day, the © dark places-of the carth are full of the -
‘babitations of cruelty.” Heathen nations are as far from God as were the cities of the
plain. He does not exterminate these degraded nations, because he is merciful and
longsuffering. He is not willing thatany should perish, and he bids us go and teach

~ them the way of life that they may live. Can you tell where our church has establish-
&ed missions to the heathen ?

To the Scholar.—Study the lesson carefully, turning up the marginal references and reading the
« Daily Portions.” Then close your Bible and try to answer in writing the questions following without
accepting aid {rom any quarter after you have begun to write. Then bring this leafidt to Sabbath School
with you on the day of its date. 1 %'ou cannol come, fill out the blank and send the leaflet (with the an-
swers written out) to your teacher by some ¢riend, or by mail, and you will receive credit for the work

_done as if you had been present. i your excuse i8 satisfaetory, you will not lose in record of attendance.

1—Whom did Abraham entertain?  (2)

9-—Towards what place were they going?  (2)

3.~ What three reasons did God give for telling Abraham what He was going to do?
(6)

; ‘4—How are all nations Dlessed in Abraham ” (D) |
3

5——What is meant by the «cry 7 of Sodom 7 ()

6—What parts of the world to~day may be compared to Sodom ; and why is God sparing
them?  (5) .

: - Name . . . e e
- Dear Teacher,—Please excuse my absence from Sabbath School to-day, I cannot come
.. because I have read the'« Daily Portions " andg

anawered the questions as veil as I counld 1 have committed to memory sl

varses -in.addition to the Golden Text, and Questions in the Catéchism find

have recited them to ’ Iwasatchireh , - . %

_ X seng with this my Weekly Offering of __centd. - .
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