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ion, Nutices of the Willard Family.

TO trace the progrefs of famis
ise, from their origin to the prefent day,
when perhaps they are {pread over the
our quarters of the globe, and no memo-~
andums are found except in the uncer«
ain pages of memory, is 2 tatk which can
e but feebly performed. In. noticing
the name of Willard, which was my tam-

"
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4 CAPTIVITY or

ily name, I cannot pretend to accuracy ;
but the information which I have colleét-
ed, will perhaps be of fome fervice to oth-
ers,who poffefs a greater ftock ; add if the
various branches of families would contri-
bute their mites, it would be an eafy way
of remedying the deficiency,which atpref-
ent exifts in American genealogy.

Tue firt perion by the name of Wil-
lard who fettled in this country, was Ma.
jor Willard, whofe name is recorded in
the hiftory of New-England wars. In
the year fixteen hundred and feventy five,
in the time of « Philip’s war,” a notorious
Indian who lived within the prefent lim-
its of the ftate of Rhode-lfland, Major
Willard who then lived in the town of
Lancalter in Maflachufetts, commanded 2
troop of horfe ; and among his vigorous
fervices, he relieved the town of Brook.
feld from the Nipnex Indians, who had
burat every houfe but one, and had al-
moft reduced that to capitalation. When
Lancafter was deftroyed by the Indians,
Majot Willard removed to Salem, where
ke fpent the reft of his days. He had
two fons, one of whom was a fettled min.
ifter in thé town of Groton ; which place
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l.e was driven from by the Indians, and
was afterwards inftalled in Bofton. His
other fon, Simon, eftablifhed himfelf ori
Still River, fince taken from Lancafter,
and incorporated into the town of Har-
vard. He had nine fons, Simon, Henry,
Hezckiah, John, Jofeph, Jofiah, Samuel,
Jonathan and James ; Jofiah removed to
Winehefter in New-Hampfhire, and after-
wards commanded Fort Dummer ; the
reft inherited the fubftance of their father,
and lived to very advanced ages in the vi
cinity of their birth. They all left nume-
rous families, who fpread over the United
States. His eldeft fon, Simon, was my
grand-fatber ; he had two fons, Aaroa
and Mofes : Aaron lived in Lancafter,
and Mofes, my father, removed to Lunen-

e
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burg. Iought to remark, that my grand-

mother Willard, after the death of her

hufband, married a perfon by the. name of

Parnfworth, by whom the had threc fons;

who were the firft fettlers of Charleftown,

1&30. 4—one of them was kifled by the In.
1ans,

My father had twelve children-; he
gemoved to Charleftown, No. 4, in 1742
and foon had the pteafurcto find his chil-

A2 '



6 CAPTIVITY or

dren fettled around him : he was killed
by the Indians in 1756. My mother died
in March, 1797,* and had lived to fee
twelve ¢hildren, ninety-two grand-chil-
Areh, one hundred and twenty-three great
grand-childten,and fourgreat-great-grand
children. The whole that furvive are
now fettled on ConneQicut River.

jVome: of Mr. Fames Fohnfon.

N che year 173¢, my great-uncle,
Col Jofiah Willard, while at Bofton, was
invited totake a walk on the long-wharf,
to view fome tranfports who lgud juft
landed from Ireland ; a number of gen-
tlemen prefent were viewing the exercife
of fome lads who were placed on thore,
to exhibit their altivity to thofe who with-
&d topurchafe. My uncle fpied a boy of
fome vivacity, of about ten years of age,

# Ar Yhe age of eighty-four, fhe bufied herfc!f in
hrakmg a coverlid which contains fomething of the
emarkable-the did uot quite complete 1t, 1t now
contalds upwards of five thoufand pieces.
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and who was the only one in the crew
who fpoke Enghth : he bargained for him.
} have never been able to learn the price ;
put as he was atterwards my hufband, 1
am willing to fuppofe it a confiderable
fum. He queftioned the boy refpe@ing
his parentage and defcent. All the infor-
mation he could get was, that young
Jamnes, a confiderable time previous, went
to {fea with his uncle, who eommanded 2
fhip and hdd the appearance of a man of
property, that this uricle was taken fick at
fea and died ; immediately after his death
they came 1n fight of this fhip of Irith
tranfports, and he was put on board. His
being the only one of the crew who fpoke
Englith, and other circumftarices, have led
his triends to conclude that this removal
on boatd the Irifh fhip, was done to facili:
tate the fequeftration of his uncle’s p:

erty. He lived with Col. Willard \!mi'ioge‘
was twenty years old, and then bought
the other year of his time. In 1748 Gov.
Shirley gave him a licutenant’s com-
miffion under Edward Hartwell, Esq.

ey,
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Situation of the Country 1.0 17 4.4.

I'I is an old maxim, that after a
maa is in pofleflion of a {inall independent
property, it 15 eafy for him to acquire a
great fortune ; jult fo with countries ;—
poflcfs them of a few inhabttants, and let
thole be unmolefted by Indians and ene-
mies, the land will foon fwarmwith inhab-
itants. But when a feeble band only are
gathered together, and obliged to con-
tend with peftilence, famine and the
fword, their melancholy numbers will de-
creafe and wafte away. The fituation of
our ance'tors has often been defcribed in
language that did honor to the hearts that
conceived it. The boifterous ocean, with
unknown fhores hemmed them in on one
fide, and a foreft, fwarming with favages,
yelling for their blood, threatened on the
other. But the fame undaunted fpirit
which has detended them in fo many per-
ils, buoyed them above defpair in theif
early ftruggies for fafety and liberty. 1
thal! be pardoned for the digreffion when
I obderve, thar I havein all my travels fek
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s degree of pridein recolle@ing, that 1 be-
tonged to a country whofe valor was dif-
tinguifhed, and whofe fpirit had never
been debafed by fervile fubmiflion.

Ar the age of fourtcen, in 1744, 1
made 2 vifit from Leominfter to Charlef-
town, to vifit my parents. Thro’ a long
wildernefs from Lunenburg toLower Afh-
uelot, now Swanzey, we travelled two
days ; afolitary houfe was all the mark of
cultivation that occurred on the journey.
Guided by marked trees,we travelled caun-
tioufly thro’ the gloomy foreft,where now
the well.till’d farms occupy edch rod of
ground : from Adhuelot to Charleftown
the paffage was oppofed, now by ¢ the hill
of difficulty,” and now by the flough def-
pond. A few folitary imhabitants, who
appeared the reprefentatives of wretched-
nefs, were fcattered on the way.

Wuen | approached the town of
Charleftown, the firft object that met my
eyes was a party of Indians holding a war
dance, 2 cafk of rum which the inhabit-
ants had fuffered them to partake of, had
raifed their fpirits to all the horrid yells,
and feats of diftortion which chara&terize
the nation. 1was chilled at the fight, and

Sty LAY
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io CAPTIVITY or

paffed tremblingly by. At this time
Charleftown contained nine or ten fami-
lies, who hived in huts no. tar diftant from
each other. The Indiars were numcrous,
and aflociated in a triendly mnner with
the whites. It was the moft northerly fet-
tlement o» Connelticut River, and the
adjacent country was tcrribly wild, A
fawmill was erected, and the firtt boards
were fawed while I was there : the inhab-
itants commemorated the cvent with a
dance,whichtook place on the newboards.
In thofc days there was fuch a mixture
on the fronticrs, of favages and fettlers,
without eflablifhed laws to govern
them, that the ftate of fociety cannot be
ealily defcribed, and the impending dan-
gers of war, where 1t was known that the
favages would join the enemies of our
country, retarded the progrefs of refine-
ment and cultivation. The inhabitants of
Charleftown began to ere&t a fort, and
took fome fteps towards clearing their
farms ; but war foon checked their induf-
try.




Mes. JOIINSON. .

Charleflown.

IN the year 1740, the firft fettle-
ment was made in the town of Charlef-
town, then known by the name of No. 4,
by three families who emigrated from Lu-
nenburg, by the name of Farnfworth 3
that part ot New-Hampthire welt of Mer-
rimac River was then a tracklefs wilder-
nefs. Within afew years paft inftanceshave
been known, of new tewnfhips totally un-
inhabited,becoming flourithing and thick-
fcttled villages in the courfe of fix or feven
years. But in thofe days, when govern-
ment was weak, when favages were on
our borders and Frenchmen in Canada,
population extended with timorous and
tardy paces ; in the courfe of twelve
years the families increafed only to twen-
ty two or three. The human race will
not flourifh unlefs foftered by the warm
funthine of peace.

Durinc the firft twenty ‘years of its
exiftence asa fettled place, until the peace
between Great-Britain and France, it fuf-
fered all the confternation and ravages of

The— a_, -,
s
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war ; not that warfarc which civilized na-
tions wage with each other, but the cruel
carnage of {favages andFrenchmen. Some-
times engaged in the duties of the camp,
at others fequeftering themfelves from fur-
rounding enemies, they became familiar
with danger, but pot with induitrious
hufbandry. ’

IN the yeat 1744, the inhabitants be-

gan to ere&t a fort for their fafety. When

the Cape Breton war comménced, the In-
dians afumed the hatchet and began their
depredations on Charleftown on the 19th
dayof\April, A. D. 1746, by burning the
mills, ahd taking Capt. John Spafford, I-
faac Parker, and Stephen Farpfworth prif-
oners. On the fecond of May following
Seth Putnam was killed. ‘1 wo days after
Capt. Payne arrived with a troop of horfe
from MafTachufctts, to defend the place ;

"about twenty of his men had the curiofity

to view the place where Putnam was kill-
ed, and were ambuthed by the Indians.
Capt. Stevens, who commanded a few
men, rufhed out of the fort to ther relief ;
a fharp combat enfued, in which the In-
dians were routed : they left fome guns
and blankets on the field of attion, but
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they carricd their dead off with them,
which is a policy they never ouat. ku-
fign Obadiah Sartwell was captured, and

-~

i Samuel Farnfworth, Eljah Allen, Peter

Perin, Aaron Lyon and Jofeph Mafley icll
vi@ims to Indian vengeance,

On the 1gth of June a fevere engage-
ment took place. Capt. Brown, trom
Stow in Maflachufetts, had previoufly ar-
rived with fome troops ; a party of his,
joined a number of Capt. Stevens’ fol-
diers to go into the meadow afrer their
hotfes. The dogs difcovered an ambufh,
which put them into a pofture for action,
and gave them the advantage of the firft
fire. . 1his diconcerted the favages, who
being on higher ground ovei-thot, and
did but little damage to the Englih. The
eneny were routed, and even feen to drag
{everal dead bodies after them. They
left behind them guns, fpears and blank-
ets, which fold at 4ol. old tenor. During
the time Capt. Jofiah Brown affifted in de-
fending the fort, Jedidiah Winchel was
killed, Samuel Stanhope, Cornet Baker
and David Parker were woundcd. During
this fummer the fort was entitely blocka-
ced, and all were obliged to take refuge

B




T |

14 CAPTIVITY or

within the pickets. On the 7d day of
Auguft one Philips was killed within a few
feet of the fort, as he accidentally ftcpped
out ; at night a {oldier crept to him with
arope,and he was drawn into the fort and
interred. In the fummer of the year 1746,
Capt. Ephraim Brown from Sudbary, af-
rived with a troop of horfe to relieve
Capt. Jofiah Brown. The Sudbury troop
tarried about a month, and were relieved
by a company commanded by Capt.Win-
chefter, who defended the place till au.
turan,when the inhabitants, fatigwed with
watching, and weary of the dangers of
the foreit, dcferted the place entirely for
about fix months. In the month of As-
guft previous to the evacuation, the In-
dians affifted b¥ their brethrcn the French,
were very troublefome and mifchievous ;
they deftroyed all the horfes, hogs and
cattle. An attack was made on the fort,
which lafted two days. My father at this
time loft ten cattle, but the people were
fecured behind their wooden walls, and
received but little damage.
In this recefs of the fettlement of No

4, the Indians and French were ice-locked
in Canada, and the frontiers fuffered onl+
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im apprehenfion.  In March, 1747, Capt.

Phinehas Stevens, who commanded a ran-
ging party of about 30 inen, marched to
No. 4, and took polleflion of the fort.
He found it uninjure by the enciny, and
an old fpanieland a cat, who had been do-
melicated before the evacuation, had
guirded it {ufely thro’ the winter, and
gave the troops a hearty welcome to their
tenement.

Carr. Stevens was of eminent fervite
to theinfant fettlement. In 1748 he mov-
ed his family to the place, and cncouraged
the fettiers by his fortitude and induftry.
In the exly part of lus life, when Rutland
faffered by favage vengeance, when the
Rev. Mr. Willard was murdered, he was
taken prifoner and carried to St. Francis.
"I'nis informed him of the Indian cuftems,
<nd familiarized him with their mode of
warfare : he was an adive, pemetrating
faidier, and a reipectable, worthy citizen.

Ix a few days after the fort was taken
pofleffion of by Capt. Stevens’ troops, a
party of soo French and Indians, com-
manded by Moas. Debelcie, fallied from
their den in Canada, and madea furious
atrack on the tort.  The battle latted five

i-;g'_;'i“- P
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days, and every ftratagem which French
policy or Indian malice could invent, was
praétifed to reduce the garrifon. Some-
times they made an onfet by a difcharge of
mufquetry, at others they difcharged fire
arrows, which communicated fireto fev-
eral parts of the fort. Bt thefe werein-
fufficient to daunt the courage of the little
band that were affailed. Their next ftep
was to fill a cart with combuftibles, and
toll it againft the walls, to communicate
fire ; but the Englifh kent up fuch a brifk
inceffant fire that they were defeat-
edin the proje. At length the Mon-
fieurs, tired with fighting, beat a parley ;
two Indians, formerly acquainted with
Capt. Stevens, came as negociators, and
withed to exchange” fome furs for corn ;
this Capt. Stevens refufed, but offered a
buthel of corn for each hoftage they would
leave to be exchanged, at fome tuture day.
Thefe terms were not complied with, and
on the fifth day the enemy retreated, at
which time the foldiers in the garrifon
honored them with as brifk a difcharge as
they could afford, to let them know that
they were neither difheirtened nor ex-
haufted in ammunition. The garrifon
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had none killed, and only one, the name
of Brown, was wounded. =

Permaps no place was ever defended
with greater bravery than this fort during
this action ; 30 Or 40 mMen, when attacked
Ly 500, muft have an uncommon degree
ot fortitude and vigilance to defend them-
iolves during a fiege of five days. But
Capt. Stevens Was equal to the tafk, and
will be applauded by pofterity. After the
pattle he fent an exprefs to Bofton with
the tidings. Gov. Charles Knowles hap-
pened then to be at Bofton, and reward-
ed Capt Stevens with a handfome fword,
in grautude for which the place was after-
wards called Charlagoion.

In Novewber 1747, a body of the
troops fet oat from tae fort, to return 10
Mafachufetss ; they had not proceeded
£1r before the Indians fired on them. Haac
Goodale and Nathaniel Gould were killed,
and one Anderfon taken prifoner. From
this period until the end of Cape Breton
war, the fort was dcfended by CGapt. Ste-
vens.  Soldiers paffed and repaffed to Can-
.41, but the inhabitants took fandtuary in
#he fort, and made but littde progrefs in
~ultivation. During the Indian, wath,

B2
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which lafted till the year 1760, Charlef-
town was noted more for its feats of war,
than a place of rapid improvement.  Set-
tlers thought it 1nore prudent to remain
with therr friends in fafety, than rifk their
fcalps with favage power.” Since that pe-
riod, it has become a flourithing vilage,
and contains ail that a rural fitu«tion af-
fords of the ufeful and the plcafant , nu-
merous farms and ftately buildings now
flourith, where the favage roamed the for-
eft. The profperity of the town was great-
ly promoted by the Rev. Bulkely Olcott,
who was a fettled minifter there about 32
years. In the characer of this good man
Wwas combined the agreeable companion,
the indufirious citizen, and unaffected
chriftian.  During the whole of his min.
iftry, his folicitude for the happinefs of his
parithioners was asconfpicuous,in the ben-
efits they received from his affiftance, as
in their fincere attachment to his perfon.
As a divine he was pathetic, devout and
inftructive,and may with propriety be faid
to have

Shewn the path to heaven, and led thc way.

He was highly refpected through hfe: in
June, 1743, he died, much lamented.
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Removal to Charlefiown, e.

IN May 1749, we received infor.
mation of the ceflation of arms between
Great Biitain and France. 1 had then
Lzen married about twe years, and Mr.
Johnfon’s enterprifing fpirit was zealous
to remove to Charleftown ; in Junc we
undertook the hazardous and fatiguing
journey : we arrived fafe at the fort, and
tound five families, whe had ventured fo
fir into the woods during hoftilities.—
But the gloomy foreft, and the warlike
appearance of the place, foon made me
homefi.k. Two or three days after my
arrival, orders came from MaJachufetts to
withdraw the troops : g wvernment placed
confidence inthe proffered peace of French-
men, and withdrew even the appearance
of hoftility. But French treaghery and
favage malice will ever keep paceg with
ez other.  Without even the fufficion
« danger,the inhabitants went about their
b ..nefs of hufbandry. The day the fol-
<t 275 left the fort, Enfign Qbadiah Sart.
+ !l wznt to harrow fome cotn, atid took
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Enos Stevens, the fourth fon of Phinchas
Stevens, Esq, to ride hodfe ; ty father
and two brothers were at work ia the
mcadow; early in the afternoon the In.
crans appearcd and thot Enfrair Satwell
and the horfe, and took young Stevens a
prifoner. [In addition to this, my tather
and brothery were in the mecadow, and
we {uppofed they muft be defioyed. My
hutband was gone to Northfield.  In tne
fort were feven women and four men :
the anxiety and grief we expericnced wae
the lughelt imaginable. The next night
we difpatched a poit to Bofton, to carry
the news of our difafter, but my father
and brothers did not return.  The next
day but one my lLuibind and five or fix
others arrived from Northfield We kept
dofe in the garrifon, Tuffering every ap-
pschenfion for ten or twelve days, when
the fentry from the box cried out that
troops were coming : jagful at the relief,
we all mounted on the top of the fort, and
amon@the reft difcovered my father.—
Hc, on hearing the guns, fuppofed the
fort was deftroyed, left his tcam in the
meadow, and made the beft of hit way to
Morthfield with my two brothcrs. ‘Lthe

Y byt by pd R
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foldiers were about thirty in number, and
headed by Major Jofiah Willard, of Fort
Dummer. Lnos Stevens was carried to
Montreal, but the French commander fent
him back directly, by the way ot Albany.
This was the laft damage done the fron-
tiers during the Cape Breton war.

Curfory Notices.

A DETAIL of the miferies of a
¢ frontier man,” ‘mudt excite the pity of
every child of humanity. The gldbmi-
nefs of the rude foreft, the diftance from
friends and competent defence, and the
daily inroads and nodurnal yells of hef-
tile Indians, awaken thofe keen appre-
henfions and anxieties which conception
only can piGure. If the peaceful em.
Floyment of hufbandry is purfued, the
oaded mufket muft ftand by his fide ; if
he vifits a neighbor, or reforts on Sun-
days to the facred houfe of prayer, the
weapons of war muft bear him company ;
at home, the diftrefles of a wife, and the
iears of iufping children often unman the
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foul that real danger alladed in vain —
Thofe who can recollet the war that ex-
ilted berween Framce and Eungland fifry
years ago, may figure to themfelves the
unhappy fitua*ion of the inhahitants on
the frontiers of New-Hampfhire ; the
malice of the French 1n Canada, and the
exafperated favages that dwelt in their
vicinity, rendered the tedious drys and
frightful nights a feafon of unequalled
calamities.  The daily reports of captured
families and fla.ghtered friends, mingled
geief with fear. Had there been an or-
gnized government, to firetch forth is
protecting arm, in any cafc of danger, the
ifery might have been in a degree alle-
viated. But the infancy of our cauntry
did not admit of this blefling. While
Governor Shirley of Maflachufetts, was
petitioning to England for a st and an
armyy, Bemming Wentworth the {upine
governor of New-Hampfhire, obeyed im-
«plicitly the advice of his friend Shirley,
and remained inacively fecure at his feat
at Portfinouth. At the commencement
of the year 1745, the Quixotic expedition

to Louifburg was projected, the fuccefs,

vt which oniginated from the mercit acci-

P
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Mrs. JOHNSON. 273

dent, rather than fromn mibtary walor or
generalfhip 5 this druned the ‘thinly in-
Eabited ftue ot New-Hampfhire of moft
ot 1ts efteétrve men.  From that period
till tke peace, which took place in the
vedr 1749, the vifioniry fchemes of Shir-
lcy kept the beft foldiers embodied n
fome remote place, as a force to execute
{fome impolitic preje@. The conquett of
Canada, and the astack upon Crown-
point, are recorded as fpecimens of the
wild projedts which were to employ the
infant forces of New-England. Durin

this tume, the frontiers fuftained addition.
al mifcties, by having the fmall forces of
the ftate declucted tor purpofes which
could be of no immediate fervice to them.
The favages committed frequent depreda-
tions on the defencelefs inhabitants, and

.the eafe with which they Zzained #heir

prey, encouraged thetr boldnefs, and by
feattering in fmall partics, they were able
to infeft the whole frontier of New-Hamp-
fhire, from tort Dummer on Connedticut
river, to the loweit fettlement on Merri-
mack.  During this war, which is
known by the name of the Cape Breton
war, the town of No. 4 could hardly be
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faid to be inhabited ; fome adventurers
had made a beginning, but fcw were con-
fidered as belonging to the town. Capt
Stevens, whofe valor 1s recordcd as an
inftancc of confummate generalfhip, part
of the time kept the fort, which afforded
a fhelter to the enterprizing fettlers in
times of imminent danger. But even his
vigilance did not fave the town from nu-
merous fcenes of carnage. At the com-
mencement of the peace, 10 1749, the en-
terprifing fpirit of New-England rofe fu-
perior to the dangers of the foreft, and
they began to venture innovation. ‘lhe
Indians, ft1ll thirfty for plunder and rapine,
and regardlefs of the peace which their
mafters,the French,hadconcluded, kept up
a flying warfare, and committed feveral
outrages upon lives and property ; this
kept the increafing inhabitants in a ftate
of alarm, for three or four years ; moft of
the time they performed their daily work
without moleftation, but retrecated to th
fort at each returning night.

OuRr country has fo long been expofec
to Indian wars, that recitals of exploits ar.
fufferings, of efcapes and deliveranccs,
have become both numerous and tr.t .
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e air of novelty wilinot be attempted
in the following pages ; fimple faéts, un-
adorned, 15 what the rcader muft expeét ;
pity for my fufferings, and admiration at
my fafe rcturn, 15 all that my hiftory can
exate. The aged man, while perufing,
will probably turn his attention to the pe-
s10d when the ta&s took place, his mem-
ory wifl be refrefhed with the fad tidings
of his country’s fufferings, which gave a
daily wound to his feelings, between the
yeart 1740 and 1760 ; by contrafting thofc
days with the prefent, he may rejoice that
he witnefies thofe times which many have
« waited tor, but died without a fight.”
Thofe ¢ in early life,” while they commif-
eratc the fuflerings which their parents
and anceftors endured, may fehcitate
themfelves that their lines fell in aland of
peace, wheresneither favages nor neigh-
boring wars moleft their happinefs.

-
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CHAP. 1L

Situation unts/ Auguft 31, 1754,

SOME of the {oldiers whe arriv-
ed with Major Willard, with the inhabit-
ants who bore arms, were commanded by
Capt. Stevens thereft of the Yyear 1749,
and part of the following {pring ; after
which the inhabitants refided,pretty much
in the fort, until the fpring or fall of the
¥ear 1752.  They cultivated their lands
in fome degree, hut they put but little
confidence in the favages.

THz continuation of peace began by
degrees to appeafe the refentment of the
Indians, and they appeared to di{cover a
with for friendly intercourfe. The inhab.
itants in No. 4, and its vicinity, relaxed
their watchfulnefs, and ventured more
boldly into their fields. Every appear-
ance of hoftlity at length vanithed—the
Indians exprefled 2 with to traffic, the
inhabitants laid by their fears,and thought
no more of tomahawks, nor fcalping-
knives. Mr. Johnfon now thought him-
felf jufi fied in removing to his farm. an

-
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hundred rods diftant from the fort, which
was then the uppermoft fettlement on
Connc&ticut River, he purfued h's occu-
pation of trade, and the Indians made fre-
quent vifits to traflic their furs for his mcr-
<handize. He frequently credited them
for blankets and other neceflaries, and. in
molt inftances they were punétyal in pay-
ment. During the year 1753, all was.
harmony and {afety--fettlements increafed
with tolerable rapidity, and the pew coun
try began to afflume the appearance of cu}-
tivation.

THL commencement of the year 17 ¢4
began to threaten another ruptare be-
tween the French and Englifh, and as the
dividing line between Canada and the.
Enghth Colonies was the obje® of conten,
tion, it was readily feen that the fronties
towns would be in imminent danger. Bus
s immediate war was not expected, Mr.
Johnfon thought that he mignt rifk the
{afety of his family, while Le made a tour
to Connecticut, for trade. He fat out.the
laft" of May, and his abfence of three
months was atedions and a bitter feafon
to me. Soon alter his departure every
body was « tremblingly alive” with fear,

-l
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The Indians were reported to be on their
march for our deftruction,and our diftance
from fources ot information gave tull lati-
tude for exagzeration of news, before 1t
reached our ears.  The fears of the mght
were horrible beyond  defeription, and
even the hight of day was far trom difpel-
ling piinful anxicty  While looking
from the windows ot my log-hcule, and
feeing my neighbors tread cautioully by
each hedge and hillock, lett {omne fecreted
favage might ftart torth to take their {2alp,
my feirs would baffle deferipoon Alarms
grew louder and louder, till our apprehen-
fions were too ftrongly conlirmed by the
news of the capturc of Mr.Malloon’s tam-’
ily, on Merrimack Rtver ; this rcached us
about the 28th of Auguft Imagination
now faw and heard a thoufand Indians;
and [ never went round mv own houfe,
without firft looking with trembling cau-
tion by each corner, to fee if a tomahawk
was not raifea for my deltruction.

On the 24th of Auguft I was reheved
from all my fears by the arrival of my
hufband. He brought intelligence from
Connecticut that a war was expected the
next {pring, but that no immediate danger
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was contemplated. He had made prepa-
rations to remove to Ncrthfield, as foon as
our ftock of hay was confumed, and our
dozen of fwine had demoiithed our ample
ftores of grain, which weuld fecure his
family and property from the miferics and
zavages of war  Qur eldeft fon, Sylvanus,
who was fix years old, was in the mean
time to be put to ichool at Springfield.
Mr. Johnfon biought home a large addi-
von to his frores, and the neighbors made
frequent partics at our houde, to exprefs
their joy for his return, and time pafled
merrily off, by the aid of fpirit and a ripe
yard of inelons. As [ was in the laft days
of pregnancy, I could not join fo heartily
in their good cheer as § otherwife might,
Yet in a new country, pleafure is often de-
rived from fources unknown to thofe lefs
accuftomed to the woods. Fhe retura
of iny bufband, the reltef from danger,
and the crowds of happy friends, combin.
ed to render my fituation peculiarly agree.
able. I now boafted with- exulwpion,
that I thould, with, bufband, friends and
luxuries, live happy in fpite of the fear of

freages.

C2
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Onw the evening of the 29th of Auguft

“our houfe was vifited by 1 paity of neigh-

bors, who {pent the time very cheertully
with watermelons and flip, till midmighe 5
theyall then retired in high fpirits,excepta
fpruce young fpark, who tarried to keep
company with my filter. We then went
to bed with feelings well tuned for ilecp,
and refted with fine compofure, till mid-
way betwecen daybreak and funrife, when
we were roufed by ncighbor Labarrec‘s
knocking at the door, who had fhoulder-
ed his ax to do a day’s work for my huf-
band. Mr. Johnfon flipped on his jacket
and trowfers, and fteppad to the door to
let hiyn in. But by opening the door he
opcued a fcenc—terrible to defcribe ! !
Indians! Indians were the firft words I
heard, he fprang to his guns, but Labar-
ree, heedlefs of danger, inftead of clofing
the door to keep them out, began to rally
our hired men up ftairs, tor not rifing ear-
lier. Butinan inftant a crowd of favages,
fixed horribly for war, ruthed turioufly in.
I fereamed and begged my triends to afk
for quarter ; by this time they were all
over the houfe ; fomnec up fairs, fome
hauling my fificr out of bed, another had
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hold of me, and ore was 1pproaching Mr.
Johnfon, who ftood in the middle ot the
floor to deliver himfelf up ; but the In«
dian, fuppeiing that he would mgke re-
fiftance, and be more than his march,went:
ty the door and broughr three of his com-
rades, and the four bound him: 1 wasg
led to the door, fainting and trembling ;
there ftood my friend Labarree, bound ;
Ebenezer Farn{worth, whom they found
up chamber, they were putting in the
fame fituation, and ta complete the thock-
ing fcene, my three little children were
driven naked to the place where I fiood.
On viewing myfelf I found that I too was
naked. AnlIndian had plundered three
gowns, who, on feeing my fituation, gave
me the whole. 1 afked another for a pet-
ticoat, but he refufed it. Atter whatlittle
plurder gheir hurry would ailow them to
get, was confufedly bundled up, we were
ordered to march. After going about 20
rods we fell behind 1 rifing ground, where
we halted to pack the things in a better

manner ; while there, a favage went back -

as we fuppofed to fire the huildings.—
Farn{wurth propofed to my bufbard to
go back with him, to get a quamtity of

.
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pork fromthe ceilar, to help us on our
journey ; bur Mr. Johnfon prudently re-
lied, that by that mcauns, the Indians
sight find the rum, and 1n a fit of intoxi-
cation kill us all. 'the Indian prefently
zeturaed with. marks of fear 1n his coun-
temanee,* and we were hurried on with
all violence. Two fivag:s lad hold ot
each of my armns, and huor. | ne through
thorny thickets in a mott uninciaitul man-
ser. lloft a thoe and fuflered exceedingly
We heard the ularm guns trom the fort
Fhis added new fpeed o the fligiit ot the
favages. ‘lhey were apprenenfive that
foldiers might be tent tor ou reliet.—
Wien we had got a m:le cnd a half, my
famincfs ybliged me to fic Flin heing
ubferved by an ladiau, he ‘hiew his knife,
'dv}fpppofed, toput an eud to my cailt-

* This, as we afierwards fouad, was ocealioned
by hin meeting 24 Ofmes at the doo) of the houfe,
who lodged in the chimoer, and had f:cret>d lum.
itlf behiad a box. aad was hen naking his efcape
sffe ren dire&iy t) che fort, ad the alarm puns were
Sced My father M. M es Willa 4, was then (a.-
od ia command:  Capt Steveus was for falying
sut with a party for our relief ; but my fatner beg.
ged hum to defift, as the Indians made it 20 invana-
¥Ae pra&ice to kill thewr prifoners when attacked.
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ence. DBut he only cut fome band, widh'
which iy gown was tied, and then' pufh’
ed me on. My little chikdren were chying,
my huibind and the other two meh were
bound, and my ffter and myfelf were
obliged to make the beft of our way,with’
ail our might. The lbfs of my dhoe ren-
dered wravelling extremely painful, At
tne diftance of thrce miles there was 2
general halt; the favages, fuppofing that
we, as well as themielves, might have an
appetite for breakfaft, gave us a loaf of
bread, fome raifins and apples, which they
had taken from the houfe. While we
were forcing down our fcanty breakfaft, 2°
horfe came in fight, known to us aif By,
the name of Scozgin, belonging to Phir.-
ehas Stevens, Efquire. One of the In<
dians attempted to fhoot him, but was*
prevented by Mr. Johnfon. They. then-
exprefled a with to catch him, fayiag, by,
pointing o me, for 1quaw to ride ; nfys
Liufband had previouily been untound o
aflift the children, he, with two Indians;
caught the horfe on the banks of the river.
By this tune my legs and fcet were cover-
ed with blood, which being noticed by
Pr. Labarree, he, with that humanity
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ich pover forfook him, took his own
wlﬁngt #nd prefented them to me, and
e Indians gave me a pair of moggaions.
#ad blankets were thrown over

in @od | mounted on the top ot
thew, and on we jwgged about feven muiles,
to the fipper end of Wikot’s Ifland.—.
W there¢ halted, and prepared to crofs
theriver ; rafis were made of dry tim-
bar——two Indians and Farnfworth crofled
firft, Labarree, by figns, got permiffion to
fyim the horfe, & Mr. Johnfon was allowed
to fwim by the raft that I was on, to puth
it aglong. “We all arrived fafe on the oth.
¢ fide of the river, about four o’clock in
the afternoon ; a Bre was kindled, and

fome of their folen kettles were hung

aver it, and flled with porridge. The
Kvages: took. delight in viewing their
fgoil, whick' amounted to forty er fifty
poundsin value. They then, with 3 true
Bvage vell, gave theswar whoop, and bid

nce to-danger.  As our tarry in this
place lafted an hour, I had time tq reffeét
68 our miferable fituation. GCaptives, in
the power of unmerciful favages, without
provifion, and almoft withour clothes, ina
wildernels where we mufl fojourn aslong

o e
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as the clildren of Hrael did, for w;ht\n
knew, and what added to owr drftrefs,
not one of onr favage mafters oduld un.
derftand a word of Eaglith. Here, aftar
being hurried from home with fuch ¥a-
pudity, I have lesfure to inform theiresd-
er retpeéting our Indian mafters. Thex
were eleven® in number, men of middle
age, cxcept ame, a youth of fizstesn, who
in our journey dicovered a wery mif-
chicvous and troublefome difpofition.w
According to their national praice, he
who firft laid bands on a prifoner, confid.
ered him as his property. My mafter,
who was the one that toak my handwhen
Ifat on the bed, was 25 clever an Indiam
aseverl faw ; he even evinced, at pume-
roustimes, a difpofition that fhewed he
was by ne means void of compafliog.——

The four, who took my hufband, claimed-

him as their property, and my fifter, three
children, Labarree and Farniworth, had
cach a mafter. When the time came for

* Mr. Labarree.is very pofitive, and I think Mr.
Johnfon was of the fame opicn, that feventeen In-
drans atiacked the houfe ; the other fix might have
been 2 fcouting party, that watched il we were out
of danger, and then took another rout.
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1 topropare to march, [ almoft expuie
at the thought. Lo lcave my aged pa
rents, brothers, Giters and frniend., and
travel with favages, through.a difmal tor-
eft 10 unknown regions, in the alorming
fismation [ then was 1u, with threc (mai’
children, the cldeft, Sylvanus, who was
but fix years old. My cldeit daughter,
Sufanna, was four, and Poily, the other,
two. My fifter Mirlam was fourteen.—
My hufband was barefoot, ana etherwiie
thinly clothea ; ni> maiter bhad taken hos
-jacket, and rothng tut lis fhart ai !
Jtrowfers remaired My two daughtery
bad nothing but thoir fhts, and 1 ony
the gown that was hand- . e by the fav-
ages. Inadditicn to the fuilerings which
arote from my own depiorable condition.
-1 couwia not but itersor ny triend Labar-
ree ; Le had left o wie ana four 1man
. children behind, to "amnent Lislots, and to
ren er his [ituation extremely unhappy
With all thee muistortunes lying heavily
upon me, the reader can imagine my {it-
vation. The Indians pronounced the
dreadful word ¢ munch,” march, and on
we muft go. I was put on the horte, Mr.
Johnfon took one daughter, and Mr. Lab-
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arree, being unbound, took the 6ther 3—
we went fix or eight miles and #

for the night. The men were made fe
cure, by having their legs put in fpfie
fticks, fomewhat like ftocks, and tied wj
cords, which were tied to the lm

trees 100 high to be reached. My fifter, ,
much to her mortification, muff lie'be- ' -
tween two Indians, with a cord the ..
over her, and pafling under each of thef 2
the little children, had blankets, and I
allowed one for my ufe. Thus we tgok
lodging for the night, with the Iky fora "
covering, and the giound fora pillow,,
The fatigues of the preceding day ob;'lget[
me to {leep feveral hours, in fpite of the
horrors which furrounded me. The In.
dians obferved great filence, and never
{poke but when really neceffary, and ajt,
the prifoners were difpofed to fay buf g
tle ; iy children were much more pa% )

able than could be imagined, gloomy féia»g: .
impofed a deadly filence. PRI
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CHAP 1L

Hiftory of our Fourney thro ugh the Wilderne/s,
till we same o the warters that enter Lare

Cbamplam.

IN the morning we were roufed

before funrife, the Indians firuck up a
#rg, hung on their flolen kettles, and
fhade us fome water gruel for breakfaft.
After a few fips of this meagre tare, I was
again put on the horfe, with my hufband
By my fide, to hold me on. My two fel-
low prifoners took the little girls, and we
marched forrowtully on for an heur or
two, when a keener difuefs was added to
mynultiplied aflictions ;=1 was taken
~ with the pangs of child-birth. The In.
dians fignificd to us that we muft go on
.t a brook. When we got there, they
fhewed fome humunity, by making a
booth for me. Here the compaflionate
reader will drop a freh tcar, for my inex-
greﬁ'iblc diftrefs ; fifteen or twenty miles
om the abode of any civilized ‘being, in
the open wildernefs, rendered cold by 3



Mrs. JOHNSON. 79

rainy day—in one of the moft perilous
hours, and unfupplied with the leaft necefs
fary, that could yield convenience in the
hazardous moment. My children were
crying ar a diftance, where thé§-werg hefd
by therr mafters, and only my hufband
and fifter to attend me: none,but mo
ers can fignre to themfelves iy unhappy
fortune. ~The Indians kcp!'?i'aloof the
whole time.  About ten 0’ci¢ "dangh.
ter was born.  They then brought me
fome articles of clothing for*the child,
which they had taken from the

My mafter looked into the booth, and
clapped his hands with joy, trying twog
monies for me, two monies for me. ¥
was permitted to reft the remainder of
the day. The Indians were employed in
making a bier for the prifoners to ca T
me on, and anotier booth for my lodgivg
during night They brought a needle
and two pins, and fome bark to tie the, ‘
child’s clothes, which they gave my fifter,
and a large wooden fpaon to feed. it
with ; atdufk they made fome porridge,
and brought a cup to fieep fome To0ts in,
which Mr. Labarree had provided. Im
the evening I was removed to the new
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booth.  For fupper, they made more por-
ridge and fome fohnny cakes. My por-
tion was brought me in a little bark.
1 flepe that night far beyond expeta-
tion.
«  In the morning we were fummoned
for the journey, after the ufual breakfaft,
of meal and water. I, with my infant
M my arms, was laid on the litter, which
was fupported alternately by Mr. John-
fon, Labarree and Fatafworth. My fifter
and {on were put upon Scoggin, and the
two little girls rode on their mafter’s
backs. Thus we procceded two miles,
when my carricrs grew too faint to pro-
cced any further. This being obferved
by our fable mafters, a general halt was
called, and they embodied themfelves for
council. My mafter foon made figns to
¥ir. Johnfon, that if I could ride on the
horfe I might proceed, otherwife I muft
be Jeft behind.  Here I obferved marks of
“pity in his countenance, but this might
arife from the fear of lofing his two men.
ies. I preferred an attempt to ride on
the horfe, rather than to perith miferably
alone. Mr. Labarree took' the infant,
and every ftep of the horfe almoft depeiv-
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ed me of life. My werk and he'plefs
condition rendered me, in a degree, in.
fenfible to every thing ; my poor child
could have no fuftenance ftond my breafl,
and was firpported entirely by water gru-
el. My other little children, rendersd
peevith by anuneafy mode of riding, oft-
en burft into cries, but a furly check from
their mafters {oon filenced them. We¢
proceeded on with 2 flow, mournful pace.
My weaknefs was too fevéreto allow mé
to fit on tite horfe long at a time ; every
hour I whs taken off, and Taid en the

ground to refl. This preferved my life

during the third day. At «ight we found
ourfelves at the head of Black River Pond.
Here we prepared 10 fpend the night, our
fupper confifted of gruel and the broth of
2 hawk, they had killed the preceding day.
The prifoners were fecured, as ufual, a
booth was made for me, and all went to
reft. Aftér encampment, we entered in-
toa fhort converfation. My fifter obferv-
ed, that if I could have'been left behind,
qur frouble would have been feemingly
rothing. My hafband hoped, by the
affifarce of ffrovidence, we fhould all be
peclerved.  Mr. Labarree pitied his pooe
D2
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family—and Farnfworth fummed the
whole of his withrs, by faying, that if he
could have got . layer of pork from the
cellar, we thnuld not be in fear of ftarva-
tion. 'Yhe night was uncommonly dark,
and pafled tedioufly off.

" In the morning, half chilled with a
cold fog, we were ordcred from our pla-
ges of reft, were offered the lean fare of
meal and water, and then prepared for
the journey ; every thing refembled a fu-
neral proc flion. The favages preferved.
their gloomy fadnefs—the prifoners, bow-
ed down with grief and fatigue, felt little
difpofition to talk ; and the unevennefs of
the country, fometimes lying in miry
plains, at others rifing into {fteep and bro-
Een hills, rendered our paffage hazard-
ous and painful  Mr. Labarree kept the
infant in his arms, and preferved its life.
The fifth day’s journey was an unvaried
fcene of fatigue, The Indians fent out
two or three hunting parties, who return-
ed without game, As we had in the
morning confumed the laft morfel of our
meal, every one now began to be feriouf-
ly alarmed ; and hunger, with all its hor-
rore, Incleed ns earnefily in the face, Ay
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night, we found the waters that run into
Lake Champlain, which wids over the
height of land , before dark we halted,
and the Indians, by the help of their punk,
which they carried in horns, made a fire.
They foon adopted a plan to relieve their
hunger. The horfe was thot, and his
flefh was in a few moments broiling on
embers, and they, with narive ghuttony,
{iuiatcd their craving appetifes. To ufe
{he terin politencfs, 1n the management
of this repaft, may be thought a burlefque,
yet their offering the prifoners the beft
parts of the horte, certainly bordered oxn
civility ; an epicure could not have carter:
ed nicer {lices, nor in that frtuation ferved
them up with more ncatnefs. Appetite
is faid to be the beft fauce, yet our abuna
dance of it did not render favory this nov-
el fteak. My children, however, eat too
much, which, made them very unwel for
a number of days. Broth was made for
me and my child, which was rendered, al-
moft a luxury by the feafoning ef roots.
After fupper, countenances began -to
brighten ; thofe who had relithed the.
meal exhibited new ftrepgth, and thofe
who had orly fnuffed its efluvia, confafls
e "ll')‘ - ae b d s et A, YT
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ed themfelves regaled ; the evening was
employed in dryiny and imokirg what
remained, for futureufe. The ninht was
a fcene of diftrefling fears to me, and my
extreme *weaknefs had affected my mind
to fuch a degree, that every difficu’ty ap.
peared doubly territle. By the afliftance
af Scozzin, I had ijeen brought fo fa~, yet
fo greit was my debility, that every hour
1 was taken off and laid on the ground,
to keep me from expiring. But now.
afas ! this conveyance was no more. To
walk wasimpoffible. Inevitable death, in
the midft of woods, one hundred miles
Wide, apyeared my only portion.
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Continuation—till our arrwal at Eaft Bay,
i Lake Champlain. ’

IN the morning of the fixth day,
the Indians exerted themfelves to prepare
one of their greateft dainties. The mar-
row bones of old Scoggin were pounded
for a foup, and every root, both {weet and’
bitter, that the woods afforded, was
thrown in to give it a flavor. Each one
partook of as much as his feelings would
allow. The war whoop then refounded,
with an infernal yell, and we began to fix
for a march. My fate was unknown, till
my mafier brought fome bark, and tied
my petticoats, as high as he fuppofed
would be convenient for walking, and er-
dered me to “munch.” With fcarce
firength to ftand alone, 1 went on half a
mile, with my little fon and three Indians.
"The reft were advanced. My power to
move then failed, the world grew dark,
and I dropped down. 1had fight enough
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to fee an Indian lift his hatchet over my
head, while my little fon fcreamed,—~
“Ma’am do go, for they will kill you.”
As I fainted, my laft thought was, that I
dhould prefently be in the world of fpirits.
‘When I awoke my mafter was talking an-
grily with the favage, who had threaten.
ed my life. By his geftures I could learn,
that he charged him with not a&ing the
honorable part of a warrior, by an at-
tempt ta deftroy the prizeof a brother,
A whoop was given, for a hale. My mal-
ter helped me to the reft of the company,
where a council was held, the refult of
which was, that my hufband fhould wallk
by'my fide, and help me along. This He
did for fome hours, but faintnes then
overpawered me, and Mr. Johnfon’s ten-
dernefs and folicitude, was unequal to the
tafk, of aiding me further ; another
council was held—while in debate, as 1
hy on the ground, gafping for breath,
iny mafter {fprang towards me, with his
Matchet. My hufband and fellow prifon-
ers grew pale at the fight, fufpecting that
be by a fingle blow, would rid themf{clves
of fogreat a byrthen as myfelf. But he
had yet too much.efteemn for his *two
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monic, ' His obj:& was to get bark from
atree, o mahce o pack-faddle, for my con-
veyance on the back of my hufbard —
¢ took me up, and we marched in tlat
for:r the rddt of the day. DMi. Labarree
full kept .oy intent, Farnfworth caried
one of the little girls, and the other roue
with her mafler ; they were extremely
fick and weak, owing to the large poition
of the horic, which they cat ; butif they
uttered a mumuing word, a menacing
frown from the favages, foon impofed
filence. None of the Indians were difpo-
fed to thew infults of any nature, except
the youngeft, which 1 have before men~
tioned. He often delighted himiclf, by
tormenting my fifter, by pulling her Lair,
treading on her gown,and numerous oth-
er beyith pracks, which were provoking
and troublefome. We moved an, faint
and wearily, till night ; the Indiams then
ylled thear war whocp, built a fire, and
nang over their horfe broth.  After fup-
n°r, my booth was built, as ufual, and I
repueied much better than I had the pre-
cding nights.

In the morn*ng, I found myfelf great-

iy reftored. W.siout the aid of phyf-
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ciins, or phyflic, nature hai began the
curc of that weaknets, to wlich {he had
reauced me, but 1 few days btore. Lhe
rcader will be tired of the reptition of
the fame marernls for our meals . but o
iny feelings can be realized, no one will
turn with duguft fiom a breakfaft of
fteaks, which were cut from the thigh of
a horfe. 'After which, Mr. Johnfon was
ordered to take the infant, and go for-
ward with part of the company. 1
‘ munched” in the rear till we came to a
beaver pond, which was formed in a
branch of Otter Creck.  Ilere I was obli-
ged to wade, when hali way over, up to
the middlein cold water,my little ftrength
failed, and 1y power to fpcak or fee lett
me, While motionlds and ftiffened, in
the middle of the pond, 1 was perceived
from the other fide, by Mr. Johnfon, who
laid down the infant, and came to my af-
fittance ; he took me 1n his arms, and
when the gppofite fide was gaincd, life it-
felf had apparently forfaken me. The
whole coinpany ftopped, and the Indiaus,
with niore huinanity thanI fuppofed them
poflefled of, bufied themfelves in making
a fire, to warm me into lite. The warm
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influence of the firc reftored .y exhauft-

ed ftrength, by degrees and in two i
hours | was told tomunch.  The 1eft ol X
the day | was® casricd by my huiband.— 5
In the middle of the atternoon, we ariived f
on the banks of one of the great branches 1
of Otter Creck. Here we halted, and

two favages, who had been on a hunting
{cout, returned with a duck ga fire was
made, which was thrice gﬂt ul to my |
cold thivering lrmbs.  Six days had now
almoft clapfed, fince thes fatal morn, in-
which we were taken, and by the blefling
of that Providence, whofe {miles give life ™ V%
to crcation, we were ftill in exiftence.—
My wearied hu/band, naked children, arrd
helplefs infant, formed a {cene that con-
veyed feverer pangs 1o my heart, than all
the fufferings 1 endured myfelf.  The In-
dians were iullen and filent, the prifoners
were fwollcn with gloomy grief, and 1
was halt the time cxpiring.  After my
teclings were a little quickened by
warmth, my {ad portion was brought in
« hark, conlifting of the Duck’s head, atd
. giil of broth. ~AsI lifted the unfavory
aorfel, with a trembling hand, to my
~outh, [ caft my thoughts back a few

E
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days, to a timnc when, from a board plen.
trfully fpread,.in my own houfe, I eat m
190d with 2 mepry heart.  "The wooden
{goon ropped {rcin mey fecble hand. The
contrgft was too affeéting.  Seated on 2
ragzed rock, bereath a hemlock, as I then
was ; emaciated by ficknefs, and fur-
1ounded by my weeping and diftrefled
family, vﬂo wcie Lelplels prifoners, def-
pair woul flave robbcd me of life, had I
not put my whole confidence in that Be-
ing who has pawer to fave. Our mafters
began to prepare to ford the fiream. 1
fwallowed moft of my broth, and was ta.
ken up by my hufband. The river was
very, rapid, and pafling dangerous. Mr.
Labarree, when halt wver with my child,
was tripped up by its rapidity, and loft
the babe in the water ; little did I expe&
to {ee the poor thing again, but he fortu-
nately reached a corner of its blanket,
and faved its life. The recft got fafe t-
the other thore—another fire was bui
and my fifter dried the infant, and j.~
clothes. '

Hewre we found a proof of Indian {. -
gacity, which might juftly be fuppofer
not to belong to a tand of rambling ta: .
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barians. In their journey over to Con.
veticut River, they had, in thwis place,
killed 2 bear The entrails were cleant.
ed, and filled with the tatof the animal,
and {ufpended from the limb of a tree ;
by it was depofited a bag of flour, and
fome tebacco, all which was dcfigned tfor
future ftores, when travelling ghat way.
Nothing could hive been offefed more pe~
ceptable, than thefe tokens of Iadian econe
omy and prudence. The flour was made
into pudding, and the bear greafe faucs
was not unrelifhing. Broth was made,
and wcll feafoned with {nakeroot, and
thofe who were fond of tobacco had each
their thare. Th: whole formed quite a
fumptuous entertainmsant. But thele fava
age dainties made no fenfible addition to
our quota of happinefs. My weakne(s in~
aealed, my children were very unwell,
and Mr. John{on’s fituation was truly dif-
trefing. By travelling barefoot, ower
fuch a leagth of faoreft, and fupperti

me on his {houlders, his feet were render=
ed fore, beyond defcription. 1 cannet
exprefs too much gratitude, for Mr.Lab-
arrce’s goadnefs. My infant was his fole
charge, and he fupported it, by picces of

»
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the horf~ flefh, which he kept for its ufe,
which by bemng firlt chewed in his own
mouth, and then put into the cluld’s af-
forded it the neceifary nurriment.  After
fupper, my booth was made, the evening
yell was {founded, and we encamped for
rhe night. By this time the favages had
relazed pegt of their watchtulnefs, and
pegan to be carclefs of our efcaping.—
Labarree and Farnfworth were {Lighily
tound,and my hufband had all his liberty.
My fifter could fleep without her two In-
dian companions, and the v hole compa-
ny appeared lefs like prifoners.

In the moraing of- th: cighth day,
we were roufed at funrife.  Although the
carly part of Septerhber is generally olefi-
ed with a ferenc fky, and a warm fun,
yet we fuffered exceedingly by the cold.
The mornings were damp and toggy, and
the lofty trees, and pumerous mountains,
often excluded the fun till noon. Our
fnakeroot broth, enriched with four,
made a rare breakfaft, and gave a little
ftength to our exhaufted limbs. Orders
came to “munch.” My pocr hufband
took me upon the pack faddle, and we
rcaffumed our march. Long before
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sazht, Je‘pondencey bae 'k n iy pictur-
el eviry cougteranc My Lude fun,
who had pertoruel the wliole journcy
on foot, was aimnit Lfelefs  Mr. johnion
was emacrated, and almoft exhaufted ;-
ofien he 1nnd me on the ground to fave
kis own i€, and mine ; for my weaknefs
w15 t0n) great 1o ride far, without requir-
ing reft.  While pratrat vpen the carth,
aud able to {pak, { otten begged him to
ieave me there, to end a life, which could
laft but a thort time, and would take hig
with it, if he continued his exertions te
fave mc ; but the idea was too thocking,
we continued our Jouney,in 3 {low, fore
rowful mood, til nizht.  Often did I
meafuore a finall diftance for the fun to
run, before [ muit bid itan eternal adieu.
But the fame Providence who had brought
us fo far, and inclined our favage mafters
to mercy, continued my prate@or.—-
Farn{worth carried me a {fmall diftance,
and at 1aft darknefs put an end to our
Suntul day’s journey. Adfter the cuftom-
ary 1ctredhinert, we went to refl. The
zight w.s termble ; the frft part was.
Trvotan darkoefs, then thueder, and
1 h.ing, and ran. On the cald catth,

oy
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without a cover, our fituation may beg
imagined, but not dcfcribed. The _In-
dians gave me an addivonal planket for
my ufe, and fhewed fome concern for m
welfare ; but it will cver ftand firtt among
modérn miracles, that my life was ipared.
*+ Twr moining cane, and a bright
fun reanimated our drow ned iprrits. The
whole company now 1eferibled a group
of ghotfts, more rhan bodily torms.” Lt
tle did I expcct tnat the hght of wother
day would witnets my exiftence ; fenfi-
ble. that it my own {ud difeafes did not
finith my cxiftence, my hufband would
be reduced to the wotul alternative, of
either perithing with me, or leaving me
in the woods to prefeive his own life.—
The horrid yell was given, which was a
fignal for preparation. Melancholy fat
eavily on every countepance, and the
tedf woe moiftened the fickened cheek
©f évery prifoncr. In addition to famine
ahd fatigue, {0 long a journey, without «
thoe for defence, had lacerated angd man-
gled every foot, to a thocking degree ;
ing was keenly pain€ul. The fcar;.
was fcrved up ; as I was Lire”
WA broth to my cold lips, o
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malter, with a rath hand, pulled it from
me, and gaveit to my hu'bind, obfervihg
by figns, that he required all the (uften-
ance, to enable him to carry me. [yiekd-
ed, on the fuppoiition that it was a mat-
ter ot little confequence, whether any
thing was bellowed to that body which
nult foon mingle with its original clay.
With forrow and anguith, we began the
mnth day’s journey.  Before we proceeds
ed far, the Indians fignified tous, that we
thould arrive, before night, at Eaft Bay,
on Lake Champlain. This was a cordial
to our drooping fpirits, and caufed an
immediate tranfition from defpair to joy;
the idea of arriving at a place of water
carriage, tranflated us to new Ife. Thofe
who lanzuithed witHf ficknefs, fatigue or
defpair, now marched forward thr ner-
vous alacrity. Two Indians were fent sa
a hunting fcout, who were to. meet us at
the Bay, with canoes. This feafosablé
and agreeable intelligence, had every -
fivle e%'fre& that wasggood 3 we waik
with greater fpeed, felt lefs of the joniney,
ind thought little of our diftreffés.—
About the middle of the afternoon the
waters of the Lake were feen, from %
. 1) . a e s - ‘ ?
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neighboring eminence ; we foon gained
the bank, where we found the two In-
dians, with tfour canocs, and a ground
iquirrel ; a fire was built, and fome tood
put in preparation. Iere my feelings,
which had not been exhilerated o much
as tihe reft of my fellow prifoners, were
buoyed ibeve delpiir, ind, for a fhort
time, the pa~gs of diftrefs loft their influ.
ence. The lLfe, which nire days painful
fuffering in thg wildernefs, had braught
to 10> lat moment of duration, now ftart.
ed into new exiftence, and rendered the
hour I fat on the fhore of Lake Champlain
one of the happiet [ ever experienced.
Eere we were to take paffage, in hoats,
apd find relief from the thorny hills and
miry {warnps of the damp defart. My
hufband could now be relicved from the
burden, which had brought him as nigh
eternity as myfelf. My little children
would foon find clothing, and all my fel-
low fufferers would be 1n a condition to
attain fome of life’s conveniences. Twelve
Rours failing would waft us to the fettle-
meuts of civilized Frenchmen. Confid-
ering how much we had endured, few will
decm it lefy than a miracle, that we were

»
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il among the living. My fon, of fix
years old, had wa ked barctoot the whol:
journcy. Farnfworth was fhoclefs, and
carried my eldeft diwghter. Labarrce
had to carry and preteive the lifg of my
infant. My fitter, owing to her youthe,
and heatth, had fuffered’ the leaft. My
two httle daughters, with only their fhifts,
and part of ouc of the threc gowns,
which the favage gave me, were fubject
to all the damps o% morn and night ; and
M. Johnfon’s fituation was pitiably
painful ; the fatigue of carrymg me On
the wearying pack faddle, had rendered
his emaciated bedy almoft a_corpfe, and
his fore feet made him a cripple. The
Indians had been furprifingly patient, and
otten difcovered tokens of humanity.
At every rmedl we all fhared equal with
them, whether a horfe or a ducik compo-
fed the bill of fare, and’more than once
they gave me a blanket, to thelter mgfrom
a thunder ftorm. SRl
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Creffing tBe Lake to Cyouwn Pons, Jrom thon-e
5 St. Fohn—Choms co.—and to St. Fran-
es’ Vz!!age.

]- WILL only detain the reader
a few moments longer in this place while
I eat the leg of a woodchuck, and then
requetft him to take a night’s fuling in the
canoe with me acrofs the Lake. Though
Lfincerely wath him a better paflage than
I'had. No foorer was our repatt finith-
ed, than the party were divided into four
equal parties, for paflage. Tn my boat
were two {avages, befides my {on and in.
fant. I was ordered tolic flat om the bot.
tom of the canoe, and when pain obl.ged
me to move for 1elicf, Thad a rap ftom a
paddle. At diy break, we ~rrived at a
great rock, on the wef fide of the Lake,
where we topped and built a fire. The
indmans went to a French houfe, nnt far
diftzet, and go 7 ne meat, bread, and
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green corn. Aithough we were notal-
lowed to tafte the mcei, yet, by the grate-
ful efilavia ot the broihng {raak, we were
finely resawed, and the bLroad and 1oait
cofn, were a Juxury.

Here the {avages, for the firft time,
gave loud tokens of joy, by hallooing and
yelling 1in a tremendous manner. The
priioner, were now introduced to 2 new
{chool. Little did we expect that the ac-
complifhment ot dancing would ever be
taught us, by the favages. But the war
dance muit now Le held ; andevery prif-
oner tnat could move, muft take its awk-
wudfteps. The figure confifted of circu-
lar inotion reund the fire ; each fang his
own mulfic. and the beft dencer was the
cne moft v.olent in motion.  The prfon~
ers were taught each a fong, mme was,
danna witchee natchepung , my fon’s was
narwifcumpton. 1he rett I cannot recol-
let Whethcr this tafk was impofed on
us for theur diverfion, or a religious cere-
monial, I cannot fay, but it was very pain-
ful and offenfive. 1In the forencon, feven
indians came to us, who were Tteceived
wiid great joy by our mafters, who took
gr--t pleafure in intreducing their prif-
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oners. The war dance was again héld ;
we were obliged to join, and fing our
fongs, while the Indians rent the air with
infernal yelling. We then embarked and
arrived at Crown Point about ncon.—
Each prifoner was then led by his mafter
to the refidence of the French command-
er. ‘lhe Indians kept up their infernal
yelling the whole-time. We were order-
ed to his apartment, and ufed with that
hofpitality which characterizes the beit
part of the nation. Wethad brandy in
profufion, a good dinner, and a change of
linen. This was luxury indeed, after
what we had fuffered, for the want of
thefe things. None but ourfelves could
prize their value. We, after dinner,werc
paraded before Mr. Commander, and un-
derwent examination, after which wc
werefthewn a convenient apartment,wher.
we refided four days, not fubjeét to th:
jurifdiétion of our favage mafters. He:
we received great civilities, and man
prefents. I had a nurfe, who ina gre -
meafure reftored my exhauited ftrengt
My children were all decently clothec .
and my infant in particular. The {1
day, while I was taking a nap, they drex
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ed it fo fantaftically, a la France, that
refufed to own it, when brought to my
bedfide, not guefling that I was thc moth-
er of fuch a ftrange thing.

Ox the fourth day, to our great grief
and mortification, we were again deliver-
cd to the Indians, who led us to the water
{ide, where we all embarked in one veilel
tor St. Johns. The wind thifted, after a
fhort {ail, and we dropped anchor. Ina
little time a canoe came along fide of us,
in which was a white Woman, who was
bound for Albany. Mr. Johnfon begged
her to ftop a few minutes, while he wrote
to Col. Lydius of Adbany, to inform bim
of our fituation, ard to requeft him to pue
the {ame in the Bofton new{papers, that
our friends might learn that we were
alive. . The woman delivered the letter
and® the:gontents were publifhed, which
conveye the agreeable tidings to our
triends, that although prifoners, we were
then alive.

»

Tue following Hetter, in réturn for
the one we fent te’C8L. Lydius, was the
firft we received:from New-Eagland =
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ALBaxy, Nov. 5, 1753
SIR,

1 rece1vED yours of the 5th O¢tober,
with a letter or two for New England,
which T have forwarded immediately, and
have wrote to Bofton, in which I urged
the government to endeavor your and
famiiy’s redemnption as {oon as convenien-
<y would admut.

I am quite forry for your doleful mis-
fortune, and hope the juft God witt endue
you with patierice to undergo your trou-
bles, and juftly ufe his rewards on the evil
dbers and authors of your misfortune.—
Prefent my fervice # sllthe.prifoners with
you, from him who fubfcribes himfelf to
‘be your very humbie fervant,

JOHN W. LYDIUS.
Lieut. Yarzs Fornson, Montreal.

ArTzra difagreeable voyage of three
days, we made St. Johns, the 16th of Sep-
‘tember, where we again experienced the
;politenefs of a French commander. I with
my child, was kindly lodged in the {ame
room with himfel and lady. In the
moraing we fill found misfortune tread-
ing clofe at our heels ;—we muft again b
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del.vered to our favage matfters, and take
auother paflage in the boats for Chamblee,
whea within threc miles of which, Labar.
rce, myfelf and child, with our two maf
ter,, were put on fhore ; we were ignoa
rant of our dcftiny, and parting fsom m
hufband and friends, was a fevere tri "
without knowirg whether we were ever
to meet them again. We walked on to.
Chamblee ; here our fears were diffipa-
ted, by meeting our friends. In the gar-
rifon of this place, we found all the hofpi-
tality our neceflities required. Here }:l:
the firft, after my captivity, I lodged on a
bed. Brandy was handed about 1n 1
bowls, and we lived in higir ftyle. The
next morning we were putin the cuftody
of our oid maflers, who took ns ta the
canoes, in which we.had 2 painful voy-
age that day, and the fcllowin night to
Sorell; where we arrived on' the sgth.
A hofpitable friar came to the fhore to g,
us, and invited usto his houfe ; he gave
us a good breakfaft, and drank our bettew
healths, in a tumbler of brandy 5.4¢ tools
compaffionate notice of my child; [ 28
dered it fome fuitable food. But the k-
diaus Burried us off hefore it could eat
L}
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ITe then went with us to the thore, and
ordered his fervant to carry the food, pre-
parcd tor the child, to the canoc,where he
waited till | fed it.  Uhctnarwas a vay
gentecl man, and gave us his bencdiction,
at parting, in feeling linguage. We then
rowed on till the middle of the afternoon,
when we landed on a barren heath,and by
the help ot a fire, cooked a. Indian din-
ster ; after which the war dance was held,
and another internal yelling. The pnf
oners were obliged to fing, till they were
hoarfe, and dance round the fire.

We had now arrived within a few
miles of the village of St. Francis, to which
place our mafters belonged. Whenever
the wartiors return from an excurfion
againft an enemy, their return to the-tnbe
or village muft be defignated by warlike
ceremonial ; the captives or {poil, which
may happen to crown their valor, muft be
condu@ed in a triumphant form, and
decorated to every poflible advantage.—
For this end we muft now fubmit to
painting ; their vermillion, with which
théy were ever fupplied, was mixed with
bear’s greafe, and every cheek, chin’ and
forehead muft have a dafh. Wes then

-
.
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sowed on w.tlun 1 Lige of the town,where
we {topped at a French houfe, to dine ;
the prifoners weie furved with foup mea-
re and bread. After dianer, two fava-
ges proceeded to the village, to carry the
glad tidings of our arrival. ‘The whole
atmofphere foon refounded from every
quarter, with whoops, yells fhrieks and
tcreams. St Francis, from the nofe that
came from it, might be fuppoled the cen-
ue of Pandemonium. Ouvr mafters were
not backward, they made every refponfe
they potlibly could. The whole time we
were failing trom the French houfe, the
noufe was direful tobe heard. Two hourg
before funfet, we came to the landing, at
the viilage. No fooner had we la:%ed,,
than the yelling in the town was redoub-
led, a cloud of Ewages, of all fizes andvfex-
es, foon appeared rypning towards us ;,
when theyg reached the boats, they form-
ed themielves into 2 Igng parade, leavin
a fmall fpace, through which we mu
pals. Each Indian then took his prifoner.
by his hand, and after ordering him to-
fing the war fong, began tom thro*
thcg gauptlct.quécb:gxpc&ed a fewere beat-

ing, Befare w-ap; t.hrwgp., byt wese,
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agreeably difappointed, when we foun-l
that each Indian only gave us a tap on
the thoulder. Wewere led directly to
the houfcs, each taking his prifoner to
his own wigwam. When [ cntcied my
mafter’s door, his brother faluted me
with alarge belt of wampum, and my
mafler prefented me with another. Both
were put over iny fhoulders, and crofled
behind and before. My new home was
not the moft agreeable ; alarge wigwam
without a floor, with a fire in the centre,
and only a few water veflels and dithes, to
eat from, made of birch bark, and tools
for cookery, made clumfily of wood, for
furniture, will not be thought a pleafing
refidence to onc accuftomed to civilized

!-ife.
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CHADP V.

Refidence at St. Francis.  Sale of meft of the
Prifoncrs to the French, and Remconl | ta
Montreal.

NIGHT prefently eame, aftor
our arrival at St. Francis. Thofe who
have felt the gloomy, homefick feelings,
which fadden thofe hours which a youth
pafles, when firft from a father’s houfe,
may judge of part of my fufferings ; bug
when the reft of my circumftances are ad-
ded, their concéption mutft fall infinitely
fhort. I now found myfelf, with my in-
fant, in a large wigwam, accompanied
with two or three warriots, and as many
fquaws, where I muft fpend the night, and
perhaps a year. My fellow prifoners
were difperfed over the town ; each one,
probably, feeling the fame gloominefs
with myfelf. Fg{a&y pudding prefently
was brought forward tor fupper. A fpa.
cious bowl of wood, well filled, was placed
in a central fpf)t, and each one drew near
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with 2 wooden fpoon.  As the Induns
never ufe feats, nor have any in therr wig-
wars, my awkwardnefs in taking my po-
fitiog, was a matter ot no fmall amufe-
ment to my new companions. T'he fquaws
firft fall upon their knees, 2nd then fie
dack upon’ their hecls. 1his was a pof-
tore that Icoyld not imitate To fit inx
any other, was thoucht by them indeli-
cate and unpolite.  But Ladvanced to my
udding, with the bett grace [ could, not,
owever, efcaping fome ot their funny re~
marks. When the hour for fleep came
o, tox it would be improyer. to call it bed-
time, where beds wete ¢ , 1 was poinred
to a platform, raifed Ralt a yard,, where
gpon a board. covered wyh a blanket, I
was to pafs the night. The Indians threw
themielves down, in varicus parts of the
Bullding, n 2 manner that more refembled
i a thed, than human beings, in a

. I the morning, our breakfaft
fifted” of the relicks of the hft night;

¥ fifter came to fee me in the forenoon,
e we fpent fome hours, in obfervations
wpenour fitwation, while wathing fome
apparel, at z little brook. In the after-.
swam Pwith, my infant, wastaken to, they
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grand parade, where wc found a large col-
lection of the village inhabitants ; an a-
ged chief ftepped  torward, into an area,
and after every noife was filenced, and cve-
ery one fixed in protound attention, he
began to harangue ; his manner was fol-
emn—his motions and cxpreflion gave
me a perfed idea of an orator. Not a
breath was heard, and every {pectator
fcemed to reverence what he faid.  After
the fpeech, my litt.e fon was brought to
the oppofite fide of the parade, and 2
number of blankets laid by his fide. It
now appeared that his mafter and mine
intended an exchange of prifoners. My
matfter being a huater, withed for my fon,
o attend hum on his excurfions. Each
dehivered his property with great formal-
ity ; my fonand blankets, being an equiv-
alent for myfelf, child and wampum.

was taken to tlie houfe of my new maf-
ter, and found myfe!f Allied to the firft
family ; my mafter, whofe name was
Gill, was fon-in-law to the grand fachem,
was accounted rich, had a ftore ol geods,
and lived in a ftyle far above the majoT kY
of his tribe. He often told me that he
had an Englith heart, but his wife was
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true Indian blood.  Soon after my arrival
at Kis houfe, the interprcter cime to in-
form mie that I was adogted into his famia
1. Fwas then introduced to the family,
and was teld to call thain brothers and
fifters. 1 made a fhort reply, expreflive
of gratitude, for being introduced to a
houfe of high rank, and requefted their
patience while I thould learn the cufloms
of the nation.  This was fcarce over, when
the attention of the village was.called to
the ?_rand parade, to attend a rejoicing
occafioned by the arrival ot fome warriors,
who had brought fome fcalps. They were
carried in wiumph on a pole. Savage
butchery, upon murdered countrymen !
The fight was horrid. As I retired to
foy new refidence, I could hear the favage

ells that accompanied the war dance.—
ffgent the night in {ad refletion.

My time now was folitary beyond
defcription ; my new: fifters and brothers
fréated me with. the fame attention that
they did, their natural kindred, but it was
4n unnatural fituation to me. 1 was a
Boviee at making canoes, bupks, and
tumplines, which was the only oclupation:
of the fquaws ; of courfe, idlenefs was a.
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mong my calamities. My fellow prifon-
1> were 2> gloomy as myfelf ; ignorant
“whether they were:to {pend 'their days in
this inuétive 'vilage, to be carried into a
war campaign, to flaughter their coun-
trymen, or to be dragged to .the cold
Lakes of the nortl, in a hunting voyage.
We wvifited each other daily, and fpent our
time in conjeturing our tuture deftiny.
THe fpace of forty-two years having
elapfed, fince my refidence in St. Francis,
it is impoffible to gige thereader a minute
detail of events that cccurred wiile there;
mdny of them are ftill fercibl prefled
upon my memory, but dates and particu-
lars are now inaccurately treafured up by
faint recolleftion. Mr. Johnfon tarried
but a tew days with e, before he was
carried to Montreal, t be fold. My two
daughters, fifter and L.barrce, were foon
after carricd to the fame place, at diffex-
cnt times. Farniwerth was carried
his mafter, on a hurting {cout, but not
proving fo altive in the chafe and ambuth
as they wifhed, he was returned and fent
to Montreal. 1 now found an increafe to
my trouble, with only myfon and infanr,
in this firange land, without a profpeét of
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relief, and with all my former trotible ly-
ing heavy upon inc, chfappomtment and
defpair came well nigh being my cxecu-
tioners. In this dilemma, who can 1ma-
gine my diftrefs, when my lhittle fon came
running to me one morning, fwollen with
tears, exclaiming, that the Indians were

/ﬁoing to carry him 1nto the woods to

unt ; he had fcarcely told the piteous
ftory, before his mafter came, to pull him
away ; hcthrew his hule arms around
me, begging in the agony of grief, that L.
would kecp him. ® hc inexorable {avage,
unclendlfed his hands, and foreed him
away; the lait words I heaid, intermin-
gled with his cries, were, Ma’am | thall
never fce you again. The keennels of my
pangs almoft obliged me to with that I
had ncver been a mother. Farewel, Syl-
vanus, fatrd I, God will preferve you.

It was _now the 15th of October.—
Forty five days had pafled fince my cap-
tivity, and no prolpect but what was
darkened with clouds of misfortune. The
uneafinefs occafioned by indolence, was in
fome meafure relieved, by the privilege
of making thirts for my brother. At night
and morn [ was allowed to milk the cows.
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The reft of the time I firolled gloomily
about, looking fometimes intg an unfocia-
ble wigwam, at others fauntering into the
Lufhes, and walking on the banks of
brooks. Once I went to a French houfe
threc milés diftant, to vifit fome friends o%
my brother’s family, where I was enter-
tained politely a week : at another time,
I went with 2 party to fith, accompanicd
by a number of {quaws. My weaknefs
obliged me to reft often, which gave my
companions a poor opinion of me ; but
they fhewed no other refentment, than
calling me “ no good fquaw,” which was
the only reproach my fifter ever gave,
when 1 difpleafed her. = All the French in-
hakitants I formed an acquaintance with,
treated me with that civility which dif-
tinguifhes the nation ; oncen particular,
being almoft diftraéted with an aching
tooth, I was carried to a French phyfician,
acrofs theriver, for relief. They prevail-
cd on the Indians, to let me vifit them a
day or two, during which time, their
marked attention and generofity claims

y warmeft ghatitude. At parting, they
%ﬁthar earneft withes €5 have nie

ie-hert agdin. : .
G
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St. Francis contained about thirty wig-
wams, which were thrown diforderiy int6
aclump. Therg was a church, in which
mafs was held :izry night and moining,
and cvery Sunddy the hearers were fuin-
moned by a bell ; and attendance was
pretty general.  Ceremonics were per-
formed by a French friar,who lived in the
midft of them, for the falvation of ther
fouls. Heappeared to be in that place,
what the legillative branch is in civil gov-
ernments, and the grand fachem the ex-
ecutive. The inlnbitants hived in perfedt
harmony, holding moft of their property
in common. They were prone to indo-
lence, when at home, and not remarkable
for ncatne’. They were extremely moc-
eft, and apparently averfe to airs of court-
fhip. Necefliry was the enly thing that
called them to a&ion ; this induced them
to plant their corn, and to undergo the
fatigwes of hbntung. Perhaps 1 am
wrong to call neceflity the only motive ,
revenge, which prompts them to war, has
great power. 1hada numerous retinue
of relations, whom 1 vifited daily ; but
my brother’s houfe, being one of the moft
decent in the village, I fared full as well

W n gt PN D M A T %yl "@?-_"QQ':Q
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fthome. Among my connexions was a
little brother Sabatis, who brought the
cows tor me, and took particular notice
of my child. He was a fprightly little
fcllow, and often amufed me with feats
performed with his bow and arrow.

tw the early part of November, Me.
Johnfon wrote troin Montreal, requefting
me to prevail on the Indiaas to carry me
to Montreal, tor {ale, as he had made pro-
wifion for that purpofe. 1 difclofed the
matter, which was agreed to by my broth-
er and fiiter, and on the feventh we fet
{ulin 4 little bark canoc.  While crofling
Lake St. Peters, we came nigh landing
on the fhores of eternity. The waves
were raifed to an enormous height by the
wind, and oftea broke over the canoe.
My brother and fifter were pale as ghofts,
and we all expected immediatedcftruction;
but the arm of falvation was ext:nd=d for
our reief, and we reached the fiore . We
were four days in this voyage, 1wl e 2iv-
ed obhgng eivilities every rn.gar, at
French fcttiements ; on the eleventh, we
arrived at Montreal, where I had the fu-
preme fatisfadion of neeting my hufband,
childsen, and friends. Here I had the

v
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hagpinefs to find, that allmy fellow prLf-:;.

anggs had been purchafed, by gentlemen .
of refpetability, by whom they were treas
ted, with great humanity. Mr. Da Quef- -

ne hoyght my filter, my cldeft daughter .

was awned by three affluent old maids,
by the name of Jaiffoa, and the other was
owaed by the mayor of the city.

Mzg. Johnfon had obtained the privi-
Jegs, of two months’ abfence on parole, for
the,purpofe of geing to New-England, to
procure cafh for. the redemption of his
family ; he fat out on his journey the,
dDay aftc{x: my arrival at Mom:re:al.f Mr.

u,Quefne engaged ta fupply his family
wiﬁh%eceﬁ'ari?s,'aduring gis,ibfcncc, and
was o be recompenfed at his return. Di-
redly after his departure, I found myfelf
doomed tp freth trouble. The Indians
brought me here for the parpofe of ex-

changing me for fome Micanaw favages, «

a tribe with whom they were at war ;e

but being difappointed in this, they were .
exorbitant in their demands, and refufed --.

to take lefs thana thoufand livres for me
and my child. Mr. Du Quefne figed his .
offer at feven hundred, which wasutterly
refufed by my favage mafters. “Thetr

P - VI - |



B AR 4

ri

Mas. JOHRNSONX. . 77

next ftep was to threaten to carry me back
(o St. Fraucts.  After half a day’s furly
deliberation, they cencluded to-take the
offired fum. [ wasreceivedinmto-Mr. Du
Ouefne’s family. My joy at being deliv-
cred from favage captivity was unbound.
ed.  From this period, Indians and fuf-
ferings were no more (o terture me, or
v tamily, except the unfortumate Sylva-
nus. The fond idea of liberty, held forth
its dazzling pleafures,and the ignorange of
fature calamities, precluded every cloud,
that could obfcure its effulgence. On
Mr. Johnfon’s journcy to New-England 1
refted all my impe, and felt full confi-
dence in benyg relieved at his return.

In 1rj{u{hcc: to the laodians, I ought to
remark, that they never treated me with
cruelt{y to a wanton degree ; few people
have furvived a ftuacion like mine, and
few have fallen into the hands of favages
difpofed to more lenity and patience.
Modefty has ever been a chara&erittic of
every favage tribe ; a truth which my
whole fanuly will join o corroborate, to
the extent of their knowledge. As they
areaptly called the children of nature,
thofe w¥o have profittd by refinement

G2

- a

ek pew



787~ CAPTIVITY or

and rducation, ought to abate part of the -
préjudice, which ptompts them to look
with an eye of cenfure on ‘this untutored
ra¢e. Can it bé faid of civilized conquer-
ors, that they, in the main, are willing to

. fhatewidl their prifoners, the laft ration

of §63d, swhen famine ftares them in the
tace? Do they ever-adopt an encmy, and
falure him bythe tender-aame of brother ?
And I am juftified’in doubting, whether
if I'had fallen into the hands of IFrench
foldterys Yo much affiduity would have
been Thewn, topreferve my life.

3t
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Mr. Yobufor's Tour to Bofton, and Portfe *
mouth, and the Catafiropbe at bis resid®i- :
Arrrval at the Prifon i Quebec. '
¢ "—fu‘)

THE reader will l# me am
my family, under the care of. our fadges -
a fhort time, and proceed with Mr. % ,
fon. Qn the 12th of Noyember, s fagt
out for Albany, accompanied by two [n-
dians for pilots, for whofe fidelity the
commander in chief was refponfible.m=
They were to tarty at Albany till his re.y,
turn. ' In a fhort time I had a letter fram.,
Col. Lydiug, informing me that he had
fafcly arrived at Albany, and had gope to
Bofton. His firft ftep was w apply to,
Governcr Shirley, for money to redeem
his family, and the Engliﬁx prifoners.
Shirley laid his mattet before the General
Aflembly, and they granted the fum, of
ten pounds, to defray his expenfes, He
got na further affiftance in Maffachufetts, ’
1pd wheadviier g AT Y hOE e
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ment of New-Tamplare  Gov Went-
worth laid the mattar o tore tne General
Affembly ot that {tate, and the tum of
L 150 ftering, was granted tor the pur-
pofe of redemption ot prdoncers.  The
committee of the General Court of New-
Hampthire gave him the following di-

icctions.
Portfmouth, 5. 1. Fan. 25,1753

Mgr. Fames Foanson—sir,

AGREEABLE to your letter to the Scc-
retary, of the 16th inftant, you have eu-
clofed a letter to Col. Cornelius Cuyler,
Efq. in which you will obferve we have
gwen you credit, for letters on his ac-
quaintance in Canada, to furnifh you with
credit, to the amount of 150 pounds fter-
ling. We therefore advife you to pro-
ceed ta Albany, and on your arrival there,
deliver the faid letter to Col. Cuyler, and
take from him fuch credit as he fhall give
you, on fome able perfon or perfons in
Canada, and when you are thus furnifhed,
you will then procced to Canada, and
there negociate, 1n the bek and moft tru-
gal manner you can, the purchaling fuch,
and fo many captives, as you may hear of,
that have been taken from any part of
Wis prevince, taking care that the afore-
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fid fum agrezable to the grant of the
General Aflembly here, be diltributed, to
and for the paurchafing all the faid cap-
tives, that are to be come at, in the molt
equal and exat manner, that none may
be left there for want of their quota of
faid money. The captive’s mames, and
places from whence taken, that we have
information of, you have herewith a lift
of, for your dirc&ion. You' are to keep
an exa& account of the diftribution of this
money, in order to your future difcharge.
Ir Col. Cuyler fhould not be living, or
refufe you his good offices in this affair,
you are then to apply to the Hon. -
Saunders, Efg. Mayor of the city of Alba-
ny, or any other perfon that can give you
credit at Canada, and lecave with them
our letter to Col. Cuyler, which fhall
oblige us to pay the faid fum or fums, -
mentioned in the faid letter, to fuch pef-
fon, and in the fame way and manner, as
we have abliged ourfelves to pay him.
We are vour friends, <
“THFODORE ATKINSON, -
S. WIBIRT, Leom
MESHECH WEARE, £
BEN]. SHERBURNE, jus. }
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A rssr of the Captinee, taken from the Proae
ince of New-tampfbire, by the St. Franus
dans, vethe fummer 17544

Tioma Charleitown, on Connecticut River.

Jamces Johnton, Lis wife, and tour
children.
Peter Labarree.
Lbenezer Farnfworth.
Miriain Willard.
From Merrimack River.
Nathaniel Malloon, hus wite and thrce
children.
Robert Barber,
Samuel Scribner,
Enos Bithop.
In addition to this letter of credit,

Gov. Wentworth gave bim the following

pafiport.

Prouvince of New-Hamp/bire, 1n New-Englund.

By hisExcellency BEnNIiNG Wi NTWORTH,
Efq. Captain General, Governor,and
Commander in Chiet, in and over

L. s. his Britannic Majeftv’s Province of
New-Hamplhire atorefaid, and V' _e-
Admiral of the fame, and Surveyor
General of all his M _.y’s Woods,
in North-America ;
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Wurri as the St. 'rancis and other In-
dians did, in the fummer lalt paft, capti-
vate fundry of his Majefty’s fubjects, in-
habitants of this Province, and have, as [
have been inform-.d, fold the fame to the
fubjeéts of the I'rench King in Canada,
where they wrenow detained i fervitude
and having had application made to me,
by Mr James Johnfon, of Charleftown,
within this province, one of the faid cap-
tives, who obtained leave to come to this
country, in order to purchafe his own,
and other captives’ liberty. For letters
of fafe paflport, I dn hereby require and
command, all officers, civil and military,
as well a5 all other perfons, that they offer
no lett or hindrance to the taid James
Johnfon, or his company, but contrary-
wife, that thcy afford him all neceffary
dipatch in faid journey through this
province.

Axp [ dohereby alfo defire, that all his
Majclty’s fubjects, of his feveral other
governments, through which the faid
Johnion may have occafion to travel, may
treat him with that civility that becometh.

I a1s0 hereby earnefly entreat the
Governor-General, and all other officers,
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pvinifters and fubjcéts of his moft Chriftian
Majefty, governing and inhabiting the
country and territories of Canada afore-
{aid, that they would refpetively be aid-
ing and aflifting to the faid James John-
{on, in the aforefaid segociation.  Here-
by engaging to return the fame civility
and kindnefs, to anyof his moft Chniftian
Majefty’s officers and fubjedts, when
thereto requefted, by any of his Gover-
nors or proper officers. In toked®f which,
1 have caufed the public feal of the Prov-
ince of New-Hampthirc aforefaid, to be
hereunto aflixed, this 2 5th day of January,
in the 28th year of the reign of our Save-
teign Lord George the fecond, of Great-
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, De-
fender of the Faith, &c.
BENNING WENTWORTH.
By bes Excellerey’s Command,
1 HEODORE ATKINSON, Sec’y.
Anno Domim 1755
WitH thefe credentials, Mr. Johnfon

proceeded with alacrity to Bofton, procu-
red Governor Shirley’s paffport, and fet
forward to Worcefter, on his1eturn back :
while there, he was greatly aftonifhed at
receiving the following letter from Gov-
frnor Shirley.
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Bcofion, February 15, 1955.
Mgz, Yornson, Y15 1755

Tarne have fome things happened in
eur pubhc affairs, fince your going fromt
Bofton, with my lctters to the Governor
of Canada, and intelligence come of the
motions of the French in Canada, for fur-
ther invading his Majefty’s tetritories on
the frontiers of Ncw-York and New-
Hampthire, as make it unfafe for you, a
well as for the publi¢, to proceed, at pref-
ent, on your journey to Quebtc, and
thereforc I expe& that you do forthwith,
vpon receiving this letter, return back;
and lay afide all thoughts of going for:
ward, on this journey, till you have my
leave, ot the leave of Gevernor Went-
worth, to whom 1 fhall write, and inform
him of what 1 have undertook to do ih
this matter, in which his Majefty’s fervicé
is fo much concerned.

Your friend and fervant,
W. SHIRLEY.

MRr. JamEs JouNsoN. .

On the receipt of this letter, he return-
ed with a heavy heart to Bofton, and was
pofitively ordered by Shirley, to ftay till
further orders. Hi?rI fination now ras.;:

.
LA
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rcally deplorable.  His parole, which was
only for two months, muit be violated ;
his credit in Canada loft ¢ his family ex-
pofed to the malice of exafperated French-
men, and all his good prolpects at an end.
After uling every exertion, in Bofton, for
lecave to recommence his journey, and
{pending the reft of the winter, and all
the fpring, he found his ciforts were in
vain. During this time, my f{ituation
grew daily diftrefling.  Mr. Du Quefne
made honorable provifion tor myfeit, fil-
ter and child, till the expiration of my
hufband’s parole ; the two Indians wecre
then fent to Albany, to pilot him back,
after waiting fome time, and learning
nothing about him, they rcturned. Pre-
vious to this I had been treated with great
attention and civility ; dined frequently
in the firft families, reccived cards to at-
tend them on parties of pleafure, and was
introduced to a large and refpectable ac-
quaintance. As an unfortunate woman,
I received thofe general token§ of gene-
rofity which flow from a humane people.
Among the prefents which Ireceived was
one of no {fmall magnitude,trom Captains
Stowbrow and Vambram, two gentleme:.
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who were delivered by Mijor Wafhine
ton, as hoftagcs, when he, with the Vir-
ginia troops, furiendered to the French
and Indians. In complance with thcir
lullet, I waited on them one morning, and
at parting received a prefent of 148 hivics.
Mr. 5t. Ange, a Trench gentletawm of
tortune an- ditinétion, belide frequent
proofs of lus goodnels, gave me at one
tune 48 livres.  In his family I formed an
intimate acquaintance with 3 young Eng-
lith lady who was captured by the In-
dians in the Province of Maine, and fold
to himn : fhe was ufed with parental ten-
dernefs, and fhared the privileges of his
children ; fhe, with his dauzhter, fre-
puently came in their morning carriage,
to ride with my fifter and me. Gratitude
to my numerous benefactors, pleadsloud-
ly in favor of inferting all their names,
and particularizing every act of generof-
ity. If I omit 1t, it muft not be imagined
that I have forgotten their charity; 1t
has lcft an impreflion on my heart, that
can only be erafcd with my exiftence.

I MUsT not omit a circumftance which
took place between the lady ot the Mayor
of the city and myfelf. She had purcha-
fed my daughter Poidy of tne Indians,

N T W n‘m .
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with the apparent expectation of keening
her for hie : fhe had put her out to nurle,
and when 1 vifited her, her cites to go
with me were troublciome , of courfe [
was forbid feeing her.  This was too fe-
vere—I applied to the interpreter to con-
duét me to this woman, and he went
with me to her houfs; fhe reccived me
with the greateft haughtinefs, and gave
me to underftand that the child was her’s,
and fhe would prevent my being further
troubled with it. I replied to her in the
feeling language of 2 mother, but it had
no eflect at that time. A day or two af-
terwards, the interpreter brought word
from the woman, that I had fottened her
heart, and might have my child. Ire-
ceived with it confiderible good clothing,
and the woman afked nothing for all her
trouble.

WaiLe in Mr. Du Quefne’s family, my
little daughter was very unwell, and the
fuperftitious pcople were convinced that
fhe would either die, or be carried off by
the Devil, unlefs baptized. I yielded to
their withes, and they prepared for the
cercmony. with ail the appendages annex-
ed to their religion.  Mr. Da Quefne was

P N
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godfeher and the yonng Fnghih lady
godmothcr, by Mre Du Quelne’s partac-
uial 1equctt, the was chriftened Louife, at-
ter hertelt—to which 1 added the name of
( iptrve.

t:if 1eturn of the Indians, without Mr.
John{on. bted no good to me. 1 ob-
ferved with pain, the gradual change¥n
my triends, from coldnebs to negledt, and
from negleet to contempt. Mr. Du Quef-
ne, who had the moft delicate fenfe of
honor, fuppofcd that he had defignedly
broken his parole, and abufed his confi-
dence ; he rcfufed to grant me further af-
fiftance, or even to fce my face [ now
found myfclf friendlefs and alone ; not a
word had I heard fiom Mr. Johnfon,not a
word had I heard from my little fon, with
the Indians. AffLi&ion lowered upon me,
with all 1ts horrors ; in this dilemma, my
fifter and [ agreed to take a fmall room,
and fapport ourf- ives, il our little frore
of cafh was exp.rded, and then have re-
coudfe to our needles.

In the beginniag of April, the Indians
made a fecond rour to Albany, ir queft of
Mr. Johnfon, and again returned without

wim. I wrcte to Col. Lyds for inforina-
H2
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tion, but he could tell nothing. Dark-
nefs increafed ; but [ fummoned all my
refolution, and indulged the fond hepe of
being foon relieved. We kept our little
room till June, when Ihad the happinefs
to hear that my hufband was without the
city, waiting for permiffion to come in.
He was conducéted 1n by a file of men; his
prefence banifhed care and trouble, agl
turned the tear of forrow tqQ the effufion
of joy ; after thejoy of meeting had fub-
fided, herelated his fad fatein New-Eng-
land. He finally got permiffion from
Gov. Wentworth to cowne privately, by
the way of Albany,where he took his bills,
drawn by Mr. Cuyler, on Mr. St. Luc Lu-
corne, and Mr. Rine Du Quefne. Th:
face of affairs in Canada had materially
changed ; during his abfence a new Gov-
ernor had been fent over, and various m1-

"neeuvrgs in politics had taken place,which

were - imjurious to um.  Had the o'l
Gover tarried, his ablence would h. 7:
ﬁmbafxly.becn excufed. But Monf. V.«-
drieul was ignorant of the conditions « :
which he went home, and could not au-
mit apologies, for the'breach of his proic.
Qur difaygsointment_ and mortilicme.l

.



Mks. JOHNSON. 91

were fevere, when we found our bills pro-
tefled. This rcduced us at once to a beg-
garly ftate.  The evil was partially reme-
died by St. Luc Lucorne’s lending us pa-
per money, while we could fend fome Ia-
dians to Mr. Cuyler for filver. Mr. john-
fon received orders to fettle his affairs,
with all poffible difpatch.

SPIRITED preparations were now mak-

ing for war. General Diefkau arrived
from France, with an army, and Montreal
was a fcene of bufy confufion. We were
cgmpleting our fettlements, with our pa-
per, expelting to have full permiffionte

o home, when the Indians returned. But,
the meafure of our mifery was not yet full.
In the beginning of July Mr. Johnfon was
put into jail. Terrible to me was this
unexpedted ftroke ; without maney,credit
or friends, I muft now roam the fireets,
without a profpet of relief from the
cloud of misfortune that hyag over me.
In a few days, the faithful Indians, who
had been fent to Mr. Cuyler for the filver,
returned, with 438 dollars, with an order
on St. Luc Lucorne, for 700 additienal
livres ; but he took the whole into poflef-
fion, and we never after reccived a penny
fom alio. ’

”
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Havr diftra@ed, and almoft exhaufted
with defpair and grict, I went to the Gov-
¢TOOF, to paint our diftrefs and afk relief.
I tound him of eafy accefs, and he heard
my lamentable flory with feeming emo-
tron ; his only promife was to take care of
Us, and at parting he gave me a crown, to
buy milk for m'gbahcs. Ignorant of our
deftiny, my fifter and I kept our little
room, and were fortunate enough to get
fubfiftence frem day to day——-—O%ten going
t¢ the gloomy prifen, to fee my poor hui-
band, whofe misfortunes in Bofton had
/ brought him to this wretchednefs. .

"Our own misfortunes had taught us
how to feel tor the fufferings of others,
and karge demands were now made on our
fympathetic powers. Juft as we were
plunged into this new diftrefs, a fcout of
favages brotght 2 number of prifoners in.
to Montreal, which were our old friends
and acquaintance.* Our meeting was a’
fcene of forrow and melancholy pleafure.

* Two children from Mr. H. Grout’s family, and
two chddren belongiag to Mes. How, the fair cap-*
tive celebrated in Col. Humphrey’s hfe of Putnam,
Thar names were Polly and Submit Phips, Mrs.
How was then a prifoncr at St. Johta, with fix othes,
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ALL were now flocking to the ftandard
of war. The Indians came from all quar-
ters, thirfting for Englith blood, and re-
cgiving inftruction from the French. A
number of tribes, with all their horrid
weapons of war, paraded, one morning,
before the General’s houfe, and held the
war dance, and filled theair with infernal
yells, after which, in a fermal manner,
they took the hatchet againft the Englith,
and marched for the field of battle. Alas?!
my poor countrymen, thought I, how
many of you are to derive mifery from
thefe moniters. )

children, and one Garfield. They were all taken
at Hinfdale.—Mrs How’s daughters were purcha-
fed by Monf. Vaudrieul, the Goverfior, and had ev-
ery attention paid their education. After a year’s
refidence in Montreal, they were fent to the d
punaery in Quebec, where my filer and I made
them a vifit ; they were beautifyl girls, cheerful and
well taught. We here found two gged Enghth I3~
dies, who had been taken ia former wars, &:e, by
the name of' Wheelright, who had a brother in Bof-
ton, on whom fhe requefted me to call, if ever 1
went to that place ; I complied with her requett af-
terwards, aud received many civilities from her
brethen T -
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On the 22d of July, Mr. Johnfon was
taken from the jail, and with myfelf and
our two youngeft children, were ordercd
on board a vetlel for Quebec. To leave
our friends at Montreal, was a diftrefling
aftair ; my fifter’s ranfom had been paid,
but the could not go withus. She went
into the family of the Lieut. Governor,
where the fupported herfelf with her nee-
dle. My eldeft daughter was fiill with
the three old maids, who treated her ten-
derly. Labarree and Farnfworth had
paid the full price of their redemption,
but were not alléwed to go home. Not a
word had we heard yet from poor Sylva.
nus. We parted in tears, ignorant’of:
our deftination, but little thinking tha¢
wé were to embark for a place of wretch-
ednefs and woe. After two days good
failing, we arrived at Quebec, and were
all conduéted direclly to jail.
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Six months refidence in the Criminal Fud,
and removal to the Cruil Prifon.

T

WE ROW, to our indefcribable
pain, found the fallacy of Mr. Governor’s,.,
promifes, for our welfare. This jail wig "
a place too thocking for defcription. I
one corner {at a poor being, half dead.
with the fmall pox ; in another were fome:: *
loufy blankets and ftraw ; in the centre
ftood a few dirty difhes, and the whole
prefented a fcene miferable to view. The
terrors of flarvation, and the fear of fuffo-
cating in filth, were overpowered by the
more alarming evil of the fmall’ pox,
which none of us had had. But there
was no retreat, refignation was our- only
refource ; the firft fortnight we waited
anxioully for the agack of the difeafe, in
which time wewyer® Ygpporred by 2 {mall
piece of meat a day, which was ftewed
with- fome rufly orufts of bread, rd
brought to usin a pail that fwine would
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run from. The ftraw and loufy blankets
weére our only lodging, and the reft of
our ftrniture confifted of fome wooden
blocks for feats. On the fifteenth day I
was taken with the fmall pox, and remo-
ved to the hofpital ; leaving my hufband
and two children in the horrid prifon.
In two days Mr. Johnfon put my young-
eft child, Captive, out to nurfe. The wo-
mian kept the child but a few days before
fhe returned it, owing to 2 miftruft that
fhe thould not get ker pay. But fhould
it remain in prifon, certain death muft be
its portion. Her father was reduced to
the fad neceflity of requefting her to car-
ry it to the Lord Intendant, and tell him
that ke muft eithé? allow her a compenfa-
tion for keeping it, orit muft be left at
his door. The good woman drefled it
decently, and obeyed her orders. Mr. In-
tendant fmiled at her ftory, and took the
child in his arms, faying, it was a pretty
little Englifh devil, it was a pity it {hould
die ; he ordered his clerk to draw an or-
der for its allowapge, and fhe took good
care of it till w of O&ober, except a
few days while"it had the fmall pox.

p A FEWYIYS after I left the prifon, Mr.

—
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Johnfon and my other daughter wcrc,t%—
ken with {ymptoms and came to the hol*
pital to me. k is a fingular inftance of
Divine Interpofition, that we all recovered
from this malignant difeafe. We were
remanded to prifon, but were not com-
pelled to our former rigid confinement.
Mr. Johnfon was allowed, at certain times,
to go about the city, in queft of provifion.
But on the 20th of O&ober, St. Luc Lu-
corne arrived from Montreal, with the
news of Diefkau’s defeat ; he had ever
fince my hufband’s misfortune, about his
parole, been his perfecuting enemy. By
his inftigation we were all put direély to
clofe prifon.

THE ravages of the fmall pox reduced
us to the laft extremity, and the foctid
prifon, witheut fire or focd, added bitters
nefs to pur diftrefs. Mr. Johnfon prefer-
red a'Petition to the Lord Intendant, fta-
ting é¢k_melancholy fituation. Ihad the
liberty pf prefenting it myfelf, and by the
affiftance of Mr. Perthieur, the interpre-
ter, in whom we evéiifound a compaflion-

ate friend, we got ‘bﬁhaﬂ relief.—
About the firft of November L wad#aken
violently ill of a fever s carricdo
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the hofpttal, with my daughter Captive.
Atter 2 month’s refidence there, with tols
erable good attendance, I recoveied fiomn
m{xillneis, and went back to my hufband.
While at the hofpital, I found an oppor-
tunity to convey the unwelcome tidings
of our deplorable fituation to my fifter, at
Moatreal, charging her to give my beit
love to my daughter Sufaana, and to in-
form our fellow prifoners, Labarree and
Farnfworth, that our good withes awaited
them. Not a word had we yet heard
£érom poor Sylvanus.

WIiNT:R BOW began to approach, and
the fevere frofts of <Canada operated keen-
ly upon our feelings. Our prifon was a
horrid defence from the blaits of Decem-
ber; with two chairs and a heap of firaw,
and two loufy blankets, we ell be
fuppofed to live uncomtortabi t in

addition to this, we had but poor
fire a day, and the iron grate: e frec
accefs to the chills of the incletient fky.

A quart bafon wthe only thingallowed
us to cook o all piece of meat and
dirty crufts inyand it muft ferve at the

Hme timmnhurc. In this fad
plight—-a p in jail—winter ap-

P Y T T B R = W o o B~ I -, ]
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proaching——conceive reader, for 1 cannot
fperk our diftrefs.

O 1r former benevnlent friends, Cap-
tains Stowbrow and Vambram, had the
peculiar mistortune to be caft into a prif-
on oppofite to us. Sufpicion of having
correfponded with their countrymen,was
the crime with which they were charged.
"Their misfortune did not prectude the ex.
ertion of generofity ; they frequently fent
w3, by the waiting maid, bottles of wine,
and articles of provifion. But the malice
of Frenchmen had now arrived te fuch 2
pitch, agaioft all our country, that we
muit be deprived of thefe camtforts.
Thefe znod men were forbidden their of-
fices otpkmdncfs, and qur intercourfe was
entirely prohibited. We however found
means, by a ftratagem, to effect in {fome
meafure, what could not be done by opent

caling. When the fervants were carry-
ing in our'daily.ﬁxgglies, we flipped into
the entry, and depofited our letters it an
ath bod which were taljgh by our friends,
they 1@ging one at the fagpe tithe for ys ;
thi, fe in foms meéafure, to amufe-4
dult b (IM=times we diverted ourg,
Lelves by B ufe of Spanith cards; as Mu.

&
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Johnfon was ignorant of the game, T de-
rived no inconfiderable pleafure from in-
ftruding him. But the vigilance of our
kecpers increafed, and our paper and ink
were withheld.—We had now béen prif-
oners feventeen months, and our prof-
pedts were changing from bad to worfe ;
five months had elapied fince our confine-
ment in this horrid receptacie, cxcept the
time we lingered in the hofpital,” Our

jailer was a true defcendant from Pha-

rach ; but, urged by inpatience and def-
pair, I foftened him fo much as to get him
to atk Mr. Perthieur to call on us. When
the good man came, we defcribed aur fit-
pation in all the moving germs which our
feelings infpired, which 4in addition to
what he faw, convinced him of the rcality
of our diftrefs. He propofed afking an
influential friend of his to call on us, who,
perhaps would devife fome mode for our
relief. The next day the gentleman came
to fee us ; he was gne of thofe good {ouls
who ever feel forbthers woes. He was
highly affronted with his countrymen for
reducing us to fuch diftrefsy-and clared
that the Lord Intendant himfetf fhould
call on us,and fee the extremitics to which
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I'e had 1educed us ; he fent, from his owp
houfe, that night, a kettle, fome candles,
and each of us a change of linen.

'T'HE next day, January 8th, 1756, Nr.
Intendant came to fee us ; he exculpated
himfelt by faying that we were put there
by the fpecial order of Mon{ Vaudrieul,
the Governor in chicf, and that he had no
anthority to veleafe us. But he would
convey a letter from Mr. Johnfon to
Motficur, which might have the defised.
effect. The letter was accordingly written,
ftating our troubles, and befeeching relief;
likewife praying that our fon might pe
got from the Indians and fent tous, with.
our daughter and fifter from Montreal.—
The Governor returned the foHowiag
obliging letter.

TRANSLATION.

I nave veceived, Sir, your letter, and
am much concerned for the fituation you
are in [ write to Me. Loagteul, to put
you and your wife im the civil jail. Mr.
L. Intendant will be fo good as to take
fome nogice of the things you fland in
need of, and to help you. As to your
bey, who is in the h:t;ds of the Indians, 7
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will do all thatis in my power to get him
but I do not hope to have a goo fuccefs
in it ; your child in town, and your fifter
in law are well. If it is fomc opportunity
of doing you fome pleafure, I will make
ufe of it, unlefs fome reafon might hap-
pen that hinder and ftop the effects of my
good will. If you had not before given
fome caufe of being fufpected, you fhould
be at liberty. Iam, Sir, your moft hum,

ble fervant,
‘ VAUDRIEUL.

_Frowm the receipt of this letter we dated
our efcape from direful bondage. Mr.
Iatendant prdered usdiredly to the new
jait, called the civil prifon, where our ac-
commodations were infinitely better. We
had a decent bed, candles, fuel, and all the
conveniences belonging to prifoners of
war. Mr. Johnfon was allowed fifteen
pence per day, on accaunt of 2 Lieuten-
ant’s commifion which he held under
George the fecond, and 1 was permitted
to go once a week into the city to pur-
chafe neceffaries ; and a wafherwoman
was provided for my ufe, We werc not
confined to the narrow limits of a_fingle

~ e P g
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room, but were reftrained gnly by the
bounds of the jail yard. Our fituation
tormed fuch a contraft with what we en-
dured in the gloamy criminal jail, that
we imagined ourfelves the favosites of
fortune, and in high life.
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CHAP, VI

t

¢ m the Chonl Y ity and olcuremes
A3 the twennietly of Fulys v757-

TO be indofent from feceflity,
has ever been deemed 4 formridable evik
No better witnefles than ourfelves can
teltify the truth of the remark, although
our lodgings were now fuch a we envied
a month before ; yet to be compelled to
continual idlenef. was grievous to be
borne. We derived fome amufement
from the cultivation of a fmall garden,
within the jaif yard ; but z continued
famenefs of friends and af®on, rendered
our time extremely wearifoltigy

ABouT z month after our asrival at
this new abode, one Captain Miltoa, with
his crew, who, with their veflel, were ta-
ken at fea, were brought prifoners of war
to the fame place. Milton was lodged in
our apartment ; he had all the rude boif-
terous airs of z feaman, without the leaft
1o of x sentleman. which rendered hime
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a very troublefome comipanion. His im-.
pudence was confummate, but that was
not the greateft evil ; while fome new re-
cruits were parading before the prifon;one
day, Milton addretled them in very -itn-
proper language from aur window, which:
was noticed dire&ly by city autharity,
who, fupbofing it to be Mr. Johnfog, or-
dered him into thc duageon. Deeply af-.
fected by this new troubles] again called
on my friend Mr. Perthieur,' who, after
having afcertained the faéts, got him re-
leafed. Mr. Milton was then put into
other quar’tc}'s. ’h had

A NE who an agreeable la-
dy for lga‘;ﬁ\& now made og fituation
ftill mone happy. My little daughters
played with hers, and learned the French
languag}. &But my children were fome
troubld&ythe eldeft, Polly, could flip out
intc thl fireet under the gate, -and often
camefigh being loft : T applied to the
centypé!, and he kept her within proper
bounds,

ApT. M’Neil and his brether, from
Bditon, were hropght to us as prifoners 3
they informed us of the flate of politics in
our owrf country; and told us fome inter-
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efting news about fome of our féfends at
hom

e. i

In the morning of the 13th of ‘Auguft,

our jeiley, with moon-eyes, came to con-

Ixte us on the taking of Ofwego by

t ench. We entered little into his

{pirn -of joy, preferring much to hear

?‘od news (Z:orn theother fide. We were

oon vifited by fome of%{\e prifonérs, who,

Irnd furrendered. €ol.'Schuyler was in

~ the pumber, whe, with the geatlemenin
. his fuit, made us a generous prefent.

Tae remainder of the fummer and fall,
of 1756, pafled off without any fenfible
variation. We frequently heard from

. Moritreal ; my fifter was very wall fitua-
ted, in the family of the Lieut: Govetnor,
and my eldeft daughter was carctfed by
her three mothers. Could I havé heard
from my fon, half m{troublé would have
euded. ¥ - ¢

In December-1 was delivered of 2 fon,
which lived byt a fedv hours, ard wasbu-
ried ungder the Cathedral Church,

I~ the winter I received a letter from
wy filter, containing the (ad tidingy of my
father’s death; who was Killed by Indians
on his own farm, the preceding fune,

- 5 -
S ot l‘a,
-
‘ * - - he
Lol e
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at the age of §3. Savage vengeance fell
heavily.upon our family 5 1 hed a brother
woundeu at the {ame time, who ran te
the fort with the fpear flicking in Mis
thigh. "Too much grief reduce .
weak condition. 1 wast
carried to the hofpital, Where, after 2
month’s lingering illnefs,4 found myfe
able to return. (4
Taeg commencement of the year 1757
paffed off without a “profpe@ of liberty.
Part of our fellow pri{eters-were fent to
France,but we made no voyage out of
the jail yard. About the firft of May,
we petitioned Monf. Vaudrieul to permt-
our fifter t0 come 10 us. Oux prayer
wa granted, and in May we hed the
pleafure of feeing her, after an abfence of
two years. She had fupported herfelf hy
her needle, in the family of g Lictt.
Governar,where the was tre extreme-
ly well, and received a pr of four
Crowns, at parting. , .
IMpa11ENT of confimnement, we Dot
made another attempt to gain owr 4berty -
Mr. Perthieur gondugicd us 16 thesdinud:
of the Lord Intepdant, to whom we pet’-
tioned in prefiinPternis ; ftating, thot w =

-

*
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had now been prifomers almoft thrce
yeats, and had fuffered every thing but
death ;" and tha¥ would be dur fpeedy
g)lrtion, unlefs wé had relief. His Lord-
ip hitened with feeming pity, and prom-

i lay our cafe before the head man,
, &t al, and give us an anfwer, in
feven days ; at the expiration of which
‘timse, we had a permit to leave the prifon.

' %' is not eafy to defcribe the effeé of fuch

pews; thofe only, who have felt the hor-
rors of confinement, can figure to them-
felves the happinefs we enjoyed, when
breathing, once more, the air of liberty.
e took lodgings in town, where we tar-
ried till the firft of June ; when a cartel
fhip arrived te carry prifoners to England
for an"exchange. r%Vl'r. Johgfon wrote an
urgent letter to Monf. Vaudriet}, praying
that his family might be included with
thofe were to, take paffage. Mon-
fieur e a very encouraging letter
backy ifing that he and his family
fhoutd fafl, and that his daughter, Sufan-

naiﬁﬁid be fent to him~—he ;gndnpdrgg
by atulating him on his good " prof-
ped; and ordering the Covernor of Que-
, : N . r. ‘ <% ‘}P.l ’"'n-

2
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bec to aflord us his affiftance. This letter
‘was dated June the 27th. -.

"T'ris tide of good fortune almoft wiped
away the remembrance of three years ad-
verfity. We began our preparations for
embarkation wieti alacrity. Mr. Johnfon
wrote St. Luc Lucorne, for thé feven hun-
dred livres, due on Mr. Cuyler’s ©
but his requeft was, and fill is, thfatisfi
ed. This was a period big with with ev-
ery thing propitious and happy. Theidea
ot leaving a country where 1 had fuffered
the keeneft diftrefs, during two months
and a half with the favages—becn bowed
down by every mortification and infale,,
which could arife fiom the migfortunds
of my hufband, in New-Englandgg and
where I had fpent two year$ in ficknefs
and defpair, in_a prifon too fhocking te
mention, contributed to fill the moment
with all the happinefs, which the benevos
lent reader will conceive iny due, dfter
fufferings fo intenfe ; to confummmate the
whole, my daughter was to be xeturned
to my arms, who had gbeen abfert more
than two years. There was a good prof

¢t of our fon’sMRing releafed from the
adiahs ; the whole formed fucha lucky

K
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combimtion of fortunate events, that the
dJenger of twace croffing the ocean to gain
our native fhore, vanifhed in a moment.
My tamuly were all in the fame joytul
mood, and hailed the happy day when
we fhould fau tor kngland.

But hittle did we think that this fun-
fhine of profperity was io foen to be dai k-

%ed by the heav 1eft clouds of misfortune.

Three days betore the appointed hour for
fadling, the flup came aown from Mon-
treal, without my daughter ; in 2 few
moements, | met Mr. Pertlieunr, who told
me that counter orders had come, and
Mr. Johrfon wauft be retained a prifoner ;
onjy my two litle daughters, fifter and
mylelf could go. 1 his was calamity in-
feed ;1@ attempt fuch along, wearitome
vayage, without moncy and without ac-
quainlance, and to leave a hufband and
sweo.chidren 1n the hanas of enemies, was
tao abhorrent for reflectiop. But it was
an affair of importance, and required
weighty-confideration ; accordingly the
next day a folemn council of all the prif-
agers in the city yas held at. the coffee-
boufe.~—Col, Schuyler was prefident, and
after numerous argumds for and againft

th
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were heard, it was voted, by 3, large ma-
jority, that 1 fkould go.—I, with hefitas
tion, gave my confent. Some, perhaps,
w1l cenfure the meafure as rafh, and oy
ers may applaud my courage; but I had
{o long becn accuftomed 1o danger and
diltieis, in the moit menacing torms they
could atfume. that T was now almoft in-

fenhible to their threats 3 and this act was

not a hittle buufed by defperavion.  Life”

could no longer retain i v alue, if linger-
ed out in the 1nimical regions of Canada,
In Europe I fhould, at leaft, find friends,
if not acquaintance ; and among the nu-
merous veflels bound to America I might
chance to get a paffage. But then, to
leave a tender hufband, who had {o long,
at the hazard of his life, preferved my
own ; to part, perhaps forever, from two
ghildren, put ail my refolution to the teft,
and fhook my boafted firmnefs.

“on Schuyler, whom we_ever found
our benevolent friend, promifed to-ufe his
influcnce tor M. Johnfon’s releafe, and
for the redemption of our children.

Ox the 2oth of July, we went on board
the veilel, accompanied by Mr. Johnfon,
«ho went with us to take leave. We

IS
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were introduced to the Captain, who wag
a gentleman, and a perfon of great civili-
ty ; he fhewed us the beft cabin, whish
was to be the place of our relidence, and
after promifing my hufband that the voy-
age fhould be made as agreeable to me as
poffible, L.e gave orders for weighing an-
chor. The time was now come that we
muft part—Mr. Johnfon took me by the
hand—our tears impofed filence—I faw
him ftep into the barge ; but my two
little children, fiter and myfelf were
bound for Europe. C Lo

‘Wt fell down the river St. Lawrence
but a {mall diftance that night. The next
mogning, the Captain, with 2 cheerful
countenance, caime to our cabin, and in-
vited us to rife and take our leave of
Quebec ; norie but myfelf complied, and
1 gazed, as long as fight would permit, at
the place where I had left my -deare

iend.
' WHaiLE in the cuftody of the Canadi.
ans,a number of circumftances occurred,
with which my memory is not ftrongly
impreffed : but a dream which I had
while in the civil jail, will never be for-
Qotten. Methought that I had two rings
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on or~ [nrer, the one a plain and the oth-
er a diamond mourming ring : the plan
1ing broke and tell from my finger,while
the otiier 1cmained. My family was now
broke, and 1 left to mourn. .

CHAP IX.

Voyage to Plmouth.—Occurrences.—-Sailing
Srom Plymouth to Portfmouth, from theuce
bty the way of Cork to New-Tork.

ALL my fears and afli¢tion
did not prevent my feeling fome little joy
At being rcleafed from the jurifdiction of
Frenchmen. [ could pardon the Indians,
for their vindidtive fpirit, becaufe they
Had no claim to the benefits of civiliza-
tion. But.the French, who give leflong
of polisenefs, to the reit of the world, can
derive no advantage from the plea of ig-
porance. The blind fuperitition whi&
is inculcated by their nionks and friars,
doubtlefs fiifles, in fome meafure, the ex=
ertion of pity towards their enemies ; and
the common herd, xlzhich inclydes almafk

2
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feven cighths of their number, have no
advantages from education. To “thefe
fources | attribute moft of my fufferings,
PBut I-found fome benevolent friends,
whofe generofity I fhall ever recolle& with
the warmeft gratitude. :
. Tue commencement of the voyage had
every favorable prefage ; «the weather
was fin€, the failors cheerful. and the thip
in good trim. My accommodations in
the Captain’s family werc very commodi-
ous; a boy was allowed me, for my par-
ticular yfe. We failed with excellent for.
tune till the 1gth of Auguft, when we
hove in fight of old Plymouth, and at 4,
o’clock in the aftgrneon dropped anchor.
Taeriext day all byt myfelf and family
were taken from the veffcl; we felt great
anxiety a3t being left, and began to fear’
that fortune was not willing to fmilc qn
us, even on thefe fhoreg X we waited in
defpair thisty or forty hours, and found
porclief ‘The captain obferving our def-
pondency, began-rhis. airs of gaiety to
cheer us 3 he affured us that we thould
not fuffer—that ifthe Englifh, would not
¥eceive us, he would take us to France and
,;:. ¢ us bae” But at laft an, officer
ol ) . '
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camec on board, to fcc if the veflel was pre-
pared for the reception of Freach prifon.
ers.  Werelated to him our fituation ; he
conduéted us on fhore, and applied to the
Admiral for dire®ions-—who ordered us
lodgings and the King’s allowance of two
fhullings fteihing per day, tor our fupport:
Fortunately we were lodged in a houfe
wheie relided Captain John Tuften Ma-
fon, whofe name will be familiar to the
inhabitants of New-Hampthire, - oo ac-
tount of his patent. He very kindly in-
tereited himielf in our favor, and wrote to
Meflrs. Thomlinfon and’ Apthorp; agents
atLondon for the Provinceof New-Hamp-
thire, folicitiug their affiftance in.my be-
half. We tarried at Plymouth but a fort-
night, during which time I received much
attention, and had to gratify many in.
quifitive friends with the hiftery of my
fufferings. ' - ~ -

Cart. Mafon procured me 3 paffage ta
Portfmoutly, in the Rainbow mari of war,
from whence | was to take paffage in 2
packet-for America. Jufl “as I tepped
on board the Rainbow, 2 good lady, with
her fon, came to make me-a vifit ; her
curiofity to fee 2 perfon of my defcription

M Vs y t 4.
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was not abated by my being on my pu-
fage ; ihe faid fhe could not llecp till fhe
had feen the perfon who had fuffered
fuch hard fortunc. After fhe had'afked
all the qucftions that time would allow of,
fhe gave me a guinea, and a half guinea
to my hfter,and a muflin handkgrchict te
each of our little girh..  On our airival at
Portfimouth, the packet had failed 5 the
Capram of the Rainbow, not finding it
_ convenient to kecp us with him, introdu-
. ced us on board the Royal Ann.

Waerever we lived, we found the
beft friends and the politclt treatment.—
It will be thought fingular, that a de-
fencelefs woman fhoyld fuffer fo many
changes, without mecting with fome in-
falts, and many incivilities, But during
ny long réfidence on board the various
veflels, [received the moftdelicate attention
from my companions. The officers were
afliduoud in making my fituation agreca-
ble, and readily proffered their fervices.

WaiLe on board the Rayal Ann, I re-
celved the following letters ; the reader
wilf excule the recitation ; it would be
gngatimde not to record fuch confpicu-
u&s of beneyolence,

4 ’

My o
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Plymoutl, Sept. 13, 1757.
MabpamM,

Latk laft poftnight I received an an-.
fwer trom Mr. Apthorp, whois partner
with Mr. Thomlinfon, the agent for New-
Hampfhire, 'with a'letter enclofcd to you,
which gave you liberty to draw on him
for fiftecn guincas. As Madam Hornech
was juft clofing her letter to you, I gave
it her, to enclofe for you ; | now write a-
gain to Londun on your behalf. You
muft immediately write Mr. Apthorp,
what you intend to do, and what further
you would have him and our friends at
London do for you. ’

1 Hope you have received the bepefac-
tion of the charirable ladics in this town.
All friends here commiferate your misfot-
tunes, and wifh you well, tSgether with
your fifter and children. '

Your friend and countryman to ferve.
JOHN 1. MASON. -
Mrs. JoHN>ON. '

Mapawm, London, Sept. 7> l757t:
I Recriven aletter from Capt. Mafon,

dated the thirtieth of laft month, giving
an accouat of your unfortunate ﬁtuauoxj.
- N v ¥4
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and ycfterday Mr. Thomlinfon, who is
ill in the country, fent me your letter, to-
gether with Capt. Mafon’s to him, with
the papers relative to you. In confc-
quence of which, I this day applicd to a
number of gentlemen myour behaif, who
'very readily gave theis afliftance 3 but as
1ama (tranaer to the fteps you intend to
purtuc, I ean eniy give you hberty, at
prefert, to draw on nee for ten OF fittcen
guineas, tor which fum vour bill {hall be
paid, and when you surmfh me with in-
formation, 1 {hll very cheerfuily give
any “turtherance in my powcr, to your
reliet. when I {halialfo fend you a hift oz
your benefactors. ([
I am, Madam,
Your moft humble fervant,
JOTIN APTHORP.
Mrs. SUSANNA JOANSON.
LETTER FROW e GROVT.

I nave now the pleafure to let dear
Mrs. Johnfon know the goodnefs of Mrs.
Hornech ; fhe has colicéted feven pourds
for you, and fent it to Mrs. Beett, who
lives in the yard at Portfmouth, to beg
her favors to you, in any thirg {he can

_ do to help or affift you. She 12 goud
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lady ; dogo to her, and let her know
your diftrefs.  Capt. Mafon has got a let-
ter this poft, but he is not at home ; can-
not tell you fuither. You will excufe
this fcrawd, ikewile my not enlarging—
as Mr. Hornech  waits to fend it away.
Only believe me, madam, you have my
carncit prayersto God, to help and affift
you. My mama’s comphments W ith
mine, and begs to wait on you, and be-
lieve me, dear Mrs. Johnfon, yours in all
events to {erve you.
HANNAH GROVEL.

Sunday Eve, 10 o’ clock.

I recriveD the donation, and Mr. Ap-
thorp fent me the Liteen guineas. I fin-
ccrely lament that he omitted fending me
the names of my benefactors. ‘

Tie Captain of the Royal Ann, fuppo-
fing my fituation with him, might not.
be {o convenient, applied to the mayor,
for a permit for me to take lodgings in
the city, which was granted.  Itook new
lodgings, where I tarricd thrce or tour
days, when orders came for me to be on
board the Orange man of war, in three
hours, which was to fail for America. We
made all poffible difpatch, but when we
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ot to the fhote, we were aftonifhed to
find the fhip too far under way to be over-
taken. No time was to be loft, I applicd
to a watcrman, to carry us toa mcr-
chantman, who was weighing anchor at a
diftance, to go in the fame fleet. He hefi-
tated long enough to pronounce a _chap-
ter of oaths, and rowed us off. When
wecame to the veflel, I petitioned the
Captain to take us on board, till he
overtook the Orange. He direétly flew
into a violent paffion, and offered greater
infults than I had ever received during
my whole, voyage ; he {wore we were
women of bad fame, who wifhed to fol-
low the afmy, and that he would have
nothing to do with us. 1begged him to
calm his rage, and we would convince
him of his error. But, fortunately, the
vi@ualler of the fleet happened to be in
the thip, who at this moment ftepped for-
ward with his roll of names, and told the
outrageous Captain that he would foon
convince him, whether we deferved no-
tice, by fearching his lift. He foon found
our names, and the Captain began to beg
pardon. He took us on board, and apol-
ogized for his rudenefs. We failed with
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2 fair wind for Cork, where the fleet took
provifion. We tarried a fortnight in this
place, during which time the Captain ot
the Orange came on board to fee me, and
to offer ine a birth in his veflel ; but that
teing a battle thip, it was thought beft for
me to ftay where I then was. After
weighing anchor at Cork, we had a paf-
fage of feven weeks, remarkably pleafant,
to New-York. « Op the tenth of Decem-
ber we dropped anchor at Sandy Hook ;
en the eleventh, 1 had the fupreme feli-
ity to find myfelf on fhore in my nativé
country, after an abfence of threg years;
three monthsgand cleven days.

CHAP X.
The Hiyory ends.

I MIGHT defcant for many a

7~ > on the felicity I felt on being oncé
2 inmy own country ; but others can

* 5 my feelings better than I can tell
v v The Mags)r of New-York ordered
P« “‘ngsforus; herf I had the pleslure
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of mecting my friend, Col. Schuyler,whe
gave me much infermation about affairs
in Canada ; hetold me that my huifband
had been releafed, and taken paflage in 2
cartel fhip for llalifax, and that ic had
redeemed my fon fiom the Indians, for
the fum of five hundred livres.

My fellow prifoncr, Labarree, had
made his cicape from the French, and had
been in New-York a few days before, on
his way home. )

W tarried in New-York ten days—
then took water paflage for New-Haven,
where I had the good fortune to find a
number of officers who had been fiation-
cd at Charleftown the preceding fummer,
who gratified my curiofity with intelli-
gence refpecting my relations and friends
in that place. Some of thefe gentlemen,
among whom was Col. ‘Whiting, kindly
undertook to affift us on our journey
home, by the way of Springfield. At
Hartford we found fome gentlemen who
were bound for Charleftown ; they foli-
¢ited my fifter* to go in company with
them, to which the affented.

* Myfs Miriam Willard was afterwards married te
the Rev. Mr. Whitaey, of Shirley, Maflachufette
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Warn within half a dozen wmiles of
S?ﬁﬂgﬁeld, Mr. Ely, a benévolent friend
of Mr. Johnfon’s, fcnt his two fons, with
a fleigh to copvey me to his houfe, where
I propofed ftaying till fome of my fricnds
could hear of my arrival.  Fortunately,
Mr. Johnfon about the fame time artived
at Bofton, but misfortunc had not yet
filled the medfure of his calamity. He
had 1o fooner landcd, than he was put
under guard, on fufpicion of not perform-
ing his duty in the redemption of the
Canada prifoners, which {fufpicion was
occalioned by his remiffnefs in producing
his vouchers. But the following certifis
cate procured his liberty.

Tsis is to certify, whom it may eon-
cern, that the bearer, Lieutenant James
Johnfon,inhabitant in the town of Charlef-
town, in the Province of Ncw-Ha.mp{h'ire,
in New-England ; who, together with his
family, were taken by the Indians on the
goth of Auguft 1754, has ever fince con-
tinued a fteady and faithful fubject to his
Majefly King George, and has ufed his
utmoft endeavors to redeem his own fam-
ily, and all others belonging to the Prov-
ince atorefaid, that were in the hands of

oty wosy ¥
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the French and Indians, which he cannaj
yet accomphth ; and that both himfetf
and family have undergonc innumerablc
hardthips and afflidion fince they have
been prifoners in Canada.
“ In teftimony of which, we the fubfcri-
bers, Officers in his Britannic Majeky’s
fervice, and now prifoners of war at Que-
bec, have thought it neceflary to grant
him chis certificate, and do recoumnend
him as an object worthy the aid and com-
paflian of every honeft Englifhman,
. PETER SCHUYLER,
Signed ANDREW WATKINS,
s WILLIAM MARTIN,
WILLIAM PADGETT.
Quebecy Sept. 16, 1757.

‘To compenfate him for this misfor-
tune, Gov, Pownal recommended a grant
which the General Court coinplied with?
and gave him one hundred dollars from
the treafury, and he was recorded a faith-
ful fubject of King Geu. e ‘

Avtrr Lis difiunlion from the guards
in Bofton, he proceeded diredtly for
Charleftrwwn.  When within fifteen miles
of Spungh:'d, he was met by a gentleman
who had juft before foen we, who gavg

‘
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him the beft news he could have heard ,
although it was then lare at night, he loft
not a morent. At two o’dock in the
morning of the firlt ot January 1753, 1
again embraced my dewrct triend—happy
new year, with pleafure would I defcribe
my emotions of joy, could language paint
them fufficiently forabler, but the feeble
pen fhrinks trom the tafk

CHARLESTOWN was ftill a frontier town,
and fuffered from favage deprcdations,
which rendered it an improper refidence
for me ; confequently I went to Lancafter.

Mr. Johnfon, in a few days, fat out for
New-York, to adjuft his Canada accounts.
But on his journey he was perfuaded by
@Gov. Pownal to take a Captain’s com-
miffion, ard join the forces bound for Ti-
conderoga : where he was killed on the
%th of July following, in the battle that
proved fatal to Lord How, while fight-
ing for his country. Hamanity will
weep with me. The cup of forrow was
mow repletc with bitter drops. All my
Arier miferies werce loft in the afffiction
of 2 wideow.

i O&obar, 1757, 1 was infotmed that
my fon Syivanus wis at :,\’orthgnrgtot!&

o
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fick of a fcald. 1 haftened to the place,
and tound him in a deplorable fituation ;
he was brought therc by Mijor Putnar:,
afterwards Gen. Putnam, with Mrs. Ha v
and her family, who had returned fro 1
captivity. 'The town of Northamptoa
had taken the charge of himn—his fit..-
tion was miferable ; when I found hin
he had no recolleétion of me, but aft t
fome converfation, he h.d fome confu’ 4
tdeas of me, but no remembrance ot .
father. It was four years lince I had
feen him, he was then eleven years old ;
during his abfence he had entirely forgot-
ten the Englith language, fpoke 2 litt':
broken French, but was perfect in Indian.
He had been with the favages three yea:s,
ind one year with the French ; but hi
habits were-fomewhat Indian : he hul
been with them in their hunting excur-
fions, and fuffered numerous hardthip- —
he could brandifh a tomahawk or benci ...
bow, but thefe habits wore off by degic. .-
I carried him from that place to Lau )
ter, where he lived a-tew years with C .
Aaron Willard. - ‘
I Livep in Lancafter till October 1 -

when I returned to old Charleftov:

oo PR R B
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The fight of my former refidence afforded
a ftrange mixture of joy and grief, while
the rﬁ(olations of war, and the lofs of a
nurfer of dear and valuable friends, com-
bined to give the place an air of melan-
choly. Soon after my arrival, Major Ro-
gers returned trom ari expedition againft
the village St Franas, which he had de-
ft1oyed and killed moft of the inhabitants.

He brought with him a young Indian ~

prifoner, who ftopped at my houfe, the
moment h&faw me he cried, my God, my
God, here is my fifter ; it was my little
brother $abatis, who formerly ufed to
bring the cows for me, when I lived at
my Indian mafters. He was tranfported
to fee me, and declared that he was filf
my brother, and I muft be ks fifter. Poor
fellow ! The fortune of war had left him
without a fingle relatibn, but with his
country’s enemies, he could find one who
too fenfibly felt his miféries; 1 felt the
purclt pleafure in adminiftering to his,
coinfort.

[ w \s eatremely forturate in regeiving
by one of Mor Rogers’s men, a buadle
of Mr. joan.ouw’s papers, which he found
in prlaging St. Francis. The lndiagg’

‘\
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took them when we were captivated, and
they had lain at St. Francis five years.

SasaTtis went from Charleflown to
-Crown-Point with Mayjor Rogers. When
he got to Otter Creek, he met my fon
Sylvanus, who was in the army with Col.
Willard : he recognized him, and (lafping
him 1n his arms, “ My God,” fays he,
< the fortune of wa ’—I {lnll ever re-
member tius young Indian with affe@ion 3
he had a high fenic of honor and good
behavioar, he was affable, good naturcd
aad polite. '

My daughter Sufanna was ftill in Cana-
da—brut 25 1 had tire fulleft aflurances that
every artention was paid to her education
and welfare by her three mothers, I felt
lefs anxiety than 1 otherwife might have
dene.

Every one will imagine that I have
paid affliGion her utmoft demand, the
pains of imprifonment, the feparation
from my children, the keen forrow occa-
fioned by the death of a butchered father,
and the fevere grief arifing from my huf
band’s death, will amount to a fum, per-
haps, unequalled. But ftill my family
wraft be doomed to further and fevere per-
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fequtions, from the {avages. In the com.
mencement of the fummer of 1760, my
brother in law, Mr. Jofeph Willard, fon
of the Rev. Mr. Willard of Rutland,who
was killed by the Indians in Lovell’s war,
with his wite and five children, who lived
but two mules diftant from me, were ta-
ken by a party of Indians. They were
carried much the fame rout that [ was to
Montreal. Their journey ot fourteen
days through the wildernc{s, was a feries
of mifcries, unknown to any hut thofe
who have fuffered Indian captivity, they
loft two children, whofe deaths were ow-
ing to favage barbarity. The hiftory of
their captivity would almoft equal my
own, but the reader’s commiferation and
pity muft now be exhaufted. No mere
of anguith, no more of fufferings.
" THuv arrived at Momntreal a fow days
before the French furrendered it to ‘the
Englith ; and after four month’s abfence,
returned hame,and broyght my daughter
Sufanna tomy arms ; while I rejoiced at
again meeting my child, whom I had nog
fegn for above five years, I felt extremel
rateful to the Mrs. Jaiflons, for the af-
tettionate attention they had beftowed

P Ll
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on her.  As they had received her as their
child, they had made their affluent for-
tane fubfervient to her beft intereft. To
give her the accomphthments of 4 polite
education had been their principal care,
the had contracted an ardent love foir
them, which never will be obliterated.—
Their parting was an affetting fcenc of
‘tcars.  They never forgot het during
their lives ; fhe has eight letters from
thetn, which arc proofs of the warmefl
friendfhip. My daughter did not know

eat her return, and {fpoke nothing but
French ; my fon fpoke Indian, fo that my
farhily was a mixture of nations.

.+ Mr. FarnsworrTH, my only fellow

prifoner whole return I have not men-
tioned, came hame a little before.

Thus, by the goodnefs of Providence,
we all returned in the courfe of fix pain-
ful years to the place from whence we
were taken  The long period of our cap-
tivity, and the feverity of our fufferings,
will be called uncommon and unpreceden-
red. But we even found fomne friends to
pity, among our moft perfecuting ene-
mies ; and from the various thapes in
wiiich mankind appeared, we learned ma-
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ny valuble leflons.  Whether 1n the wilds
ot Canada, the hornid jails of Quebec, or
in our voyage to burope, daily cccurren-
ces happoucd to convince us that the
paffions of mien are a5 various as their
complenions. And alihough my fuffer-
ings were often increafed by the felih.
refs of this world’s {pirit, vet the numer-
ous teftumonies of generohty I reccived,
bids me fupprets the charge of neglect, or
want of benevolence.  “Lhatl have been
an wntol tunate woman, all will grant ;—--
y¢t my misforiunes, while they enriched
1y cxperience, and tavght me the value
of patience, have increafed my gratitude
to the author of I bleflings, whole good-
nefs and macy have prdaved my lueto
the prefent time.

Dugine the ume of my widowhood,
mistortune and difappointment were my
intimate companions ; when New-Ling-
land was ruled by a few men who were
the creatures of a king, the pleafures of
diffipation were preferred to the more fe-
vere attention to bufinefs, and the fmall
voice of a2 woman was feldom heard.—
Hence in the fettlement of my hufband’s
eftate, the delay and perplexity was dif-

ey .-
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trefling. 1made three journeys to Porsl-
mouth, fourteen to Bofton, and three to
Bpringfield, to effet the {fcttlement.
‘Whether my captivity had taught me to
be umgrateful, or whether imagination
formed a catalogue of evils, I will not
pretend to fay ; but from the year
1754 to the préfent day, greater misfor-
tunes have appatently fallen to my fhare
than to mankind inr generidl, and tlhie me-
teor happinefs has eluded my grafp. The
life of a widow is peculiarly afthétive,—
but my numerous and Jong jotirnies over
roads imminently bad, and incidents that
feemed to baffle all my plans and forefight,
render mine more unfortunate than com-
mon.

Bur 1 found many attentive friends,
whofc affiftance and kindnefs will always
claim iy gratitude. Colonel White of
Leominfter, with whom 1 had lived from
the time I was eight years old until I
married, was extremely afle@ionate and
kind—in his houfe I found a welcome
home. Mr. Samuel Ely of Springfield;
who was the friend of my hufband, ren-
dered me numerous kindnefles. Colorel
Murray of Rutland, and Col. Chandler of
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Worcefter, were very friendly and kind.
Mr. Clarke, deputy fecretary, Gov. Pow-
nall, and Gov. Wentworth, exerted their
influence for me in attempting to procure
a grant from the General Aflembly.

IN one of my journies to Port{fmouth, I
converfed with Capt. Adams, who was in
Europe at the time I was—he informed
me that while there Mr. Apthorp gave
him fourteen pounds fterling, for the pur-
pofe of conveying me and my family to
America ; my faling with the convoy
prevented my receiving this kindnefs.

Durine the four years of my widow-
hood I was in quite an unfettled fituation ;
fometimes receiving my children, who
were returning from captivity, and at
others fettling the eftate of iny deceafed
hufband. In O&ober, 1759, 1 moved to
Charleftown, and took pofleflion of my
patrimony, confiting ot a houfe which
Col. Whiting had generoufly aflifted my
mother in building; in copartnerthip with
my brother Mofes Willard, I kept a fmall
ftore, which was of ferviee in fupporting
my family, and fettling my hufband’s ef-
tate—1I have received, by petitioning,

from the General Aflembly of News-
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Hampfhire, forty two pounds, to inder-
nify myfelf and family tor lofles {uitaned
by our country’s enemics. This was
of eminent fervice to me. Mr. Johnfon
feft with Mr. Charles Apthorp, of Bofton,
the fum which my fon’s redemption coft,
for.Col. Schuyler, who had paid the fame.
But theGeneral Aflembly of Maflachufetts
afserwards paid Col. Schuyler his demand
for redeeming my fon.

By Mr. Johnfon I had foven children 5
two fons and 3 daughter died in infancy.
Sylvanus, with whom the reader is ac-
guainted, now lives in Charleftown. ~Su-
fanna magried Capt. Samuel Wetherbec,
and.has been the mother of fitteen chil-
dren; among which were five at two
births. Polly married Col. Timothy Be-
del, of Haverhill—died in Auguft 1789.
Gaptive married Col. George Kimball.—
In the year 1762 I martied Mr. John Haf-
tings, my prefent hufband § he was one of
the firft {ettlers in Charleflown ; 1 recol-
let to have feen him when 1 vifited the
place in the year 1744—he fuffered much
by the Indians, and aflifted in defending
the town during the wars. By him Lhave
had feven children ; one daughter and
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four fons died in their infancy.  Theodo-
fia is married to Mr. Stephen Hafham
Rand.lla dicd at the age of twenty two,
the lived from her infancy with Mr. Sam-
uel Faylor of Rockingham, by whom fhe
was treated with great affection. I have
had thirty ninc grand-children, and four
great-grand-children.

I A now in the winter of life, and feel
fenfibly the effcdts of okd age. T live on
the ame fpot where the Indians took us
from in 175.4, but the face of nature has
fo changed, that old favage fears are afl
banithed. My vacant hours I oftert em-
ployin reflecting on thc various fcenes
{hat have marked the different ftages of
my life. When viewing the prelent ri-
fing generation, in the bloom of health,
and enjoying thofe gay pleafures which
fhed their exhilerating influence fo plen-
tifully in the morn of nfe, I look back to
my early days, when I too was happy, and
balked in the furfhine of good fortune :
Little do they think, that the meridian of
their ives can poffibly be rendered mifet-
able by captivity of a prifon ; as litde tao
did I think that my gilded profpeéts
ould be obicured ; bat it was the happy

—
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delufion of youth; and I fervently wifk
there was no deccption.  But that Being,
who ¢ fitsupon the circle of the earth,
and views the inhabitants as grafshop-
pers,” allots all our fortunes.

AvrHoucH I have drank fo largely
from the cup of {orrow, yet my prefent
happinefs is a fimall compenfation. Twice
has my country been ravaged by war,
fince my remembrance ; 1 have detailed
the thare [ bore in the firft ; in the laft,
altholigh the place in which I live was
not a field of bloody battle, yet its vicini-
ty to Ticonderoga, and the favages that
ravaged the Coos country, rendered it
perilous and diftrefling. But now na
one can fet a higher value on the {miles of
peace, than myfelf. The favages are
driven beyond the lakes, and our country
has no encmies. The gloomy wildernefs,
that forty years ago fecreted the Indian
and the beatt of prey, has vanifhed away;
and the thrifty farm fmules in its ftead ;
the Sundays, that were then employed in
guarding a fort, are now quietly devoted
to worfhip ; the tomahawk and fcalping
knife have given place to the fickle and
plough-fhare ; and profperous hufbandry

—_—— —rr .
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pow thiives, wherc the terrors of death
once chilled us with fear.

My numecrous progeny often gather
around e, to hear the fufferings once
fclt by their ,aunt or grandmother, and
wonder 1t their magnitude. My daugh-
ter, Capnive, ftil keeps the drefs fhe ap-
peared in when brought to my bed fide
by the French nuide, at the Ticonderoga
hofpital, and otten refrefhes my memo-
ry with paft {cencs, when fhowing it to
her children. Thele things yield a kind
of melancholy pleafure.

Ins1aNcEs of longevity are rematkatfe
in my family. My aged mother, before
her death, could {ay to mve, arife daughter
and go to thy dhughter, for thy daugh-
ter’s daaghter has got a daughter ; a com-
mand which few mothers can make and
be obeyed.

AND hbw réader, after fincerely with
iixg that your days inay be as happy as
mine have begn unfortunate, i bid you
adieu. ' '

Charkfidton, Fune 20, 1798

1:4‘2

e



APPENDIX.

Nunes of perfons Killed in €harleflown, No. 4,

and time when- --by the ndians.
Seth Putram, May 2, 1748

Jofeph Allen,
Peter Pern, 1716. Jofeph Mafley.
Jedediah Winchel, June or July, 17 4G.

Philips, Auguft 3, 1746.

Itaac Goodale,

Naithaniel Gould, October, 1747
Ovadiah Sartwell, June, 1719.

Lieut. Mofes Willard, June 18, 1756.
Afahel Stebbins, Auguft, 1738.
JoGiah Kellogg, 1759.

)Iumber taken Pri foner.r by the Indians, from
Charleftown, No. 4.
Capt. John Spafford,
1faac Parker, }April 19, 1746.
Stephen Farnfworth,
Anderfon, October, 1747.
Fnos Stevens, June 17, 1749.

i Simuel Farnfworth, May 24, {Aamn Lyon,

James Jcohnion, Polly Johnfon,

ufanna Johnfon, { Auguft29, } Minam Willard,
Sylvanus Johnfon, 1754, Peter Labarree,

Sufan Johnfen, Eb’r Farnfworth.
Sampfon Colefax, Thomas Rab-
{ DaviiFarntworth, » May, 1756. { ins,
Thomas Robirs, Spafford.
s. Robins,
Ifaae Paker,} Auguft, 1758,
David Hill,

Jofeph Willard .
Ve and Five ’C_hild,m’},‘lupe T, 1768,

~
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Letter from Col. Lyprws tz Mrs. YoRNSON.

Avreany, Mir 5, 1755.

Mzs Jodavcon—I received yours of the 6th
April, vith oce for your hufbund , 1t feems you are
concerned whether or no he got {afe here . 1t feengd
alfo by yours, that you mention to have received a
letter from m.e, and none from your hufband.——
When he left Albany to go to New-England, he left
me a letter for you, to be forwarded the firft oppor-
tumty, which T did with that you received from me.
1 have expected your hufband this three months
patt, to come and fetch you and your familly. 8ince
he left Albany ¥ never received a Line from him, and
the occafion of the delay [ cannot conceive, without
1t 1s the dificulty to procure filver money. Keep

ood heart, [ hope you will foon fee your hutband,
is the wifh from your humble fervant,
JOHN W. LYDIUS.

_
From €ol. Curzez to Mr. Fames JorNsON, ©

Avrsany, Juxe 17,1755,

SIR—I have received yours of the 7th and 8th
nft. and have noted the contents. I really do not
underftand what you wnte me for in the fisft place—
you fuy that my bills were not accepted—at the
fame ume I find by your draught on me that you
have received on my ageount 2300 hvres, from Mr:
LaCorne St. Luc_ I now fend to him 438 dolars
for the payment of your draught. Iam forry thas
Mr. Rine de Canogne has not accepted of my ot'i ,
for fevera) reafons. I have now defired Mr. La-
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corne St. Luc to let you have 700livres hefides the
2300 which you have already received. Lam, fu,
your humble fervant.

CORNELIUS CUYLER.

From Mr. Jobnfon to Mifs Miriam Willard.
Qugnec, Arrn 16, 17564

Loviva Sistrr—Aftqr our love to you, thele are
to inform you that we are all well at protent, as [
hope thefe will find you ani om httle daugnrer, and
all other friends at Montreal [ have wnittea to yo't
once before now, and we have had no anfwer, fo
that we do net know what your ctrcamftances are,
only that the General was fo zood 25 1o let us know
that you and Sulanga were well | would have
you go to the Genertl and beg the favor ‘to come
down here to live with us , for I have wrtten t&
the General, and berged ihc {ame favor [ would
have you fpare no pams, for 1if you meet with any
misfortunes 1t wi'l contribute very much to your
parenus forrnw, as well as to ours. So I would not
have you difcouraged, or h.r'or any thoughts of
Raying in fhis colintrv, for 1 do pot doubt but we
fhall go home this fummer ; for 1 have defired the
Genenl to, fennd home thofe of us that are phid for,
and wijl flay in the country till thereis a chan‘%e of

ionets : and 1f you cannot come down, beg leave
of the Gederal to let 'you write to us—Ilet we know
what your circaraftances are.  Grve my [ervices 'to
Mr. Bu Quefaeand Madam, and to Sufanna’s moth-
ers.—We fémain vour lovinz brother and fifter
JAMES & SUSANNA JOHNSON,
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From Mifs MiriamWillard to Mr. Jobnfan.
{ Wruten at Montreal, July or Auzuft, 1756.)

Loving Brotusr and Sistir—Maving receivs
ed yours of the 5th Ju.y, it being the fecond, though
you have fent four—whe rein you give me to under.
ftand that my fitter 13 not well, and that you would
have me come  down—for which I have afked the
liberty of the General , he dons not fee fit to let me
come, unlefs T would goto pridon, and I think [ am
better off here than thi- comes to ; therefore I take
this opportumty tonform you of my health at this
time, and of Sufanna, and all the 1¢t of the prifon-
ers here, { md my love 15 folded up m thewr hives)
wih our fiiends thas we were faken "t ith, to_you
and to all triends there. Sufann. *a>had the fmalt
pos, and 1s prodigiouffy marked. I would not
have you be concerned about my ftaying here, for
the longer I fay the more ansious defires I have to
go home. MIRIAM WIiLLARD. °

P 5 Ihear by Mr. Jofiah Fofter of Winchef-
ter, who was taken on the Tth of June, with hus fam-
ily, that our friends at No. 4 were all well, and ovr
brother James wasreturning from the eaftward.—
No more at prefent—I fhall fubfctibe myfelf in
hifte your loving fiter, M. W.

From Mr. Yofiah Fofter to Mr. Jobnfon.
MonTraE. My 16, 1757.
$IR —After my refpects to y-u, your w.fe and
filter, hoping you aren health 15 we areat prefent,
bletled be God forit. Tae sth Jay of this prefent
month, the M) hawks brought i prifoners from
No. 4, Mr. Ravid Farn{woria, Sampfon Colefax,

Vo e s E T, L TS s b [ DR b
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Deacon Adams, Afa Spafford, and George Robins,
which gives us the forrowful news of the death ot
your father Willard, who was killed by the Indians
1aft fammer a little way from the fort.  Your broth-
er Mofes wis fiabhed mn the thigh with 4 fpear—
this 1s all the mifchief that has been done, except the
Indians burnt the mulls. Mi Labarree has made
bis efcape from Montreal, and has gone for the En-
glith fort. T fhould be glad to wute you a fuller
account of things, but it 1s very dutficult to write.
I thould begiad you would write to me, to let 1ag
know how yod are. So I remain your friend,
JOSIAH FOSTER.

From Mrs. Biffan to Mrs. Jobnfon, after her
return.
Quesec, Scer 15, 1757,

Mabau—Ttis with all poffible pleafure I da my-
felf the pleafure to write, and to let you know the
dullnefs I feel fince your departure. One would
net tmagne it, ¢ mfidering the litle ume 1 had the
happmefs to be acquainted with you. I with Fh.d
it in my power to convince you of the truthof 1,
hut the ditance hinders us , you will know from
your hutband how I have done all I could to fee he
had done for him all the hittle fervices in my power.
1 pray you would falute Mifs Minam 1d my name,
and tell her I wifh her a pretty httle hufband at her
retarn, worthy her merit. Embrace alfo your two
Yittle miffes ; my daughter Mary Ann affures you
of her Qs, and falutes kindly Mifs Miriam and
the two little’Miffes.—1 beg you to enquire after
my fon, who I beleve is taken, becaufe he 15 folong
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before he comes home - his name is James Biffon,
fon of Tames Biffon and Hubelle Badean. 1 pfay
you agamn, that in cafe you find hin, to do him what
fervice you can,and to take care of him . 1 fhall be
wverlattingly obhged to {ou for it Y conclude by
affurmg you that { fhal all my life be, Madami,
one of your greateft friends, and your humble fers
vant. Tue Winow BISSON.
Our neighbor, Mifs Mary Ann Deforme affures
you of her refpects, and {alates Mifs Mirfam and the
two httle Miffes  Mifs Smette and Tenefa Voyes
affure you of their refpeds, and alfo Mifs Mary Ann
and the two Miffes. Adieu Madam Johnfon—I
with you health and much joy upon Mr. Johnfoa’s
return, who 1s to depart from hence immcdiat.ely.

PASSPORT....sr Gexs MoncaTON:
Havrirax, OcTt. 19, 1757.
THE bearer, Mr. James Johnfon is at liberty te
take his paffage on board any veffel bound to the
continent. ROBr. MONCHTON.

From Mr. _‘“fobzg/b;z_to Mrs. Jobnfons

Fort Enwarp, June 22, 1758,
My Drar—Thisday I have had the forrowful
mews of the lofs of my dear child. May God fance
tify this and all other of lus affli&tive difpenfations te
us. Iamin good health at prefent, blefled be God
for it, hoping thus wifl End you and the reft of my
dear children in like manner. We are to march te-
morrow to the Lake. I have notking remarkable to
tell you—I amin halte, fo I remaip your moft lov-

ing hufband, JAMES JOHNSON.

EEI"
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CHARLESTOWN, Jan. 10, 1794.

‘WE, whofe names are {ubfcribed, hav-
ing been many years acquainted with
Mrs. Haftings, formerly Mrs. Johnfon,who
was captivated by the Indians in this town
in the year 1, 54, are wiiing to fay in her
favor, tirat we have ever confidered her
as a woman of veracity, and that fhe hathr
ever fuftained a good charater. Some
of us werc in town when the was captiva-
ted, and none of us have reaton to difbe-
lteve the ftatement of tacts which fhe has
given the public.

PFIER LABARRFE, %

THOM 4S PULNAM, S
MOSES WILLARD, 3,
WILLIAM HETWOOD, | a2
JOSEPH WILILARD, 58
SYLVANUS 'HASTINGS, | R &
TIMULET PUINAM, N
#BEL WALKER, g X
SAMUEL WETHERBE, ] £3

SAMULL TATLOR,
TIMOTHTY CARLETON,
OLIVER HASTINGS, 23
JONATHAN BAKER, ¥,
ELIJAH GROUT, = ™~
DEMELL GROUZy - '
BEZALEEL SHAW¥,
SETH GROUT, 5. .
WILLIAM GILBERT.
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