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THI
CHRISTIAN BANNER
- . ]
“1fany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.™?
»Plug s luve, that we walk after ms commandments.”’
YOL. XIL COBOURG AND BRIGHTON, MARCH, 1838. XO. 8 ¢

DR. L. N. RICE USING OUR THUNDER.

It isa cummon remark and a very truc one,that a man’s peculiar re-
ligious tunets may be learned by means of certain words and phrases
common ty the vocubulary of Lis party, without his stating categorically
what these views may be. A Methodist will often use the phrases, <Get
religion,” “Speak peace to the soul,” “Holy Ghost religion’ &e. A
Presbyterian will speak  of ‘Deerces,”  Forcordination,”  “Tlection.?
A Catholic will repeat his Ave Maria,” ‘Iiis Holiness,” and Lord God
the Pope.’ .\ Disciple is often heard to repeat the expressions, ‘Obey
the Guspel, *Faith and Obedience,” ‘Repent and be Laptized.  And
Le it observed, that a pure language, that expresses bible i eas in Lible
words, is a goud indicativn of a return to primitive religion.  Though
no oue perhaps suspects Dr. Rice of getting back to the truth entirely,
still he Las learnd some things not known to Presbyterians gencrally !
for whether from conviction of its propricty, or otherwise, be is certain-
ly using much of the language of refurm in bis preaching—a set of
words never found in any Presbyterian religivus cictionary.  Ata con-
vention of foar Synods hild in Cinclunati commencing Feb. * thy the Dr.
onc aftcrnpun delivered a half hour’s speech on the Lest means of creat-
ing anl sustaining revivals of religion. Ilis terminology during his
thirty minutes clearly showed that he Lad learned much fram some other
source than Preshyterian. e has kad too much to do with Mr. Cap-
bell and his works not to have learncd something.  While he affirmed

v
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68 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. .

the common belicf that the Spirit must come in direct contact with the
sinuer’s heart ere he can belicve, it was very evident from his manner

of expression that he had often been away from home. Tuke a few !
examples. Notwithstanding all he #aid about the Spirit’s influcnce be

declared that God ‘Sanctificd the sinner through the trutb,’ a favorite
quotation with Mr. Campbell against some of the enormous blunders of
the sects. When speaking of the necessity of regeneration, he boldly
announced as any disciple would that they must be born of waler and
the Spirit and that ‘God saves us by the awashing of regeneration and
the renewing of the Hely Spirit’ But what was our surpnise to hear

him say that in the order of conversion it was, ‘Faith first and obe li- |

ence next.’ Would that some good spirit would whisper this in kLis car
the next time he underiakes to sprinkle a babe. Ie discards all ‘ani-
mal feelings’ and says ¢There isunot a particle of religion in sympathe-
tio feeling” e insists that ‘The truth must be presented’ and that
in conversion ‘God’s ageney is the truth,’ that ¢ the only religious light

. we have is iu the bible.” ‘Auxious seats’ he says ‘as they nscd to have

them, are dangerous things’ but he would reorganize the ‘Inquiry mect-
ings.’ Xec urged upon his two hundred preaching brethren present to
present first the doctrines of the gospel, then the ‘precepts and promises.’

Now who that has read the Christian Buaptist, the Rice Dcbate, the
Harbinger and other leading productions amoug us; who that has

. heard any of our brethren preach for thirty years past does not recog-
" mize at once the paternity of these phrases? We are not desirous of

having the reader believe that the disciples originated these cxpressions,

i for most of them are from the kible ; but certainly they have Lrought
them into use ; and we.are happy to hear the bible language take pre-

cedence of the stupid jargon of sectarian terminology. We don’tintend
#o be stingy at all nor charge Dr. Rice a penny for using our thunder,
but will be pleased to see all his brethren come to the well we’ve found

. and draw of the pure water of life.

But that T may do the Dr. full justice T will give the sulstance of
his remarks upon revivals that are certainly very sensible, and which
I would commend to the attention of .the rcaders of the Benner—par-
ticflarly the preechers.

Ist. Let the church be prepared for the effort by a large participa-
tion in the Spirit-and power of the Lord. “Be strong in the Lord and

in the power of his (not our) might.” To attain this requires much |

prayer-andthumiliatien beforc God.  Much moze deperds on this, than

(R
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on having an eloquent preacher, a larger alicndunce, or clegant choral
songs. DBetter begin a proteactsd mocting with a few praying per-
sons whose heorts are warmed with love than with u multitude of cold
hearted, fair-weather, big-mocting cliristiunz. A few live, burning
coals will do mire £ kindle othors aud speeald o Licavenly power around
than a thousand ivicles that Lave not seen the Cun of Righteousness
since the last protracted effort.

¢nd. Lot there be all through the mecting much of doctrinal
| preaching.  The habit of sliding off into hortatory preaching just when
the mind is roused and mos* capable of understanding doctrines, is a
fatal blunder. Instead of dwelling at such timcs on such texts as “Seek
the Lord while he may be found,” ‘Oh generation of vipers,’ Day of
Julgmeont, aad death bed scenes; we should grow carncst over the fall
of man, the sinfuluess of sin, a crucificd Saviour, the simplicity of
faith and obedienee &e., and from these great truths established, come
down with your tender and powerful exhortations.

3rd. Don’t preach all the time directly to sinners. Preach to the
church.  This often has & botter influcnee upon sinners than direct
appeals to them, IKeep feeding the church ; for the very hour fervency
begins to die in the church that hour your vevival boginsto die.  Make
the church strong in the Lord. The more powcrful the machinery the
fister you will move. The hotter the fire the svoner the stones will melt.
Above all, pray always for all saints and siuners, that God may bring
them to his kingdom and glory.

T. M.

————e

THE ROMANIST CONCORDAT IN AUSTRIA.

Correspondence of the New York QObserver.

Some years ago, the Tnperor Franeis Joseph, incited by the bigoted
Archduchess Sophia, his mother, concluded a concordat with the Court
of Rome.  All the work accomplished, at the end of the last ccntury,
under the liberal reign of Joseph II. was overthrown. The Popish
clergy recovered their exhorbitaut privileges, and they donot fail to use
them. T eould fill pages with acts of intolerance, and tyranny, com-
mitted by priests in the Austrian States ; 1 will mention only a few.

Public instruction is wholly under the contral of the priests. No
professor of philusophy, of history, or cven of the mathematical or phys-
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ical sciences, can be appointed without the consent of the bishop; and l

if one of them manifest the least sign of independence, he is soon oblig-
ed to leave. The Romanist chaplains, inevery college, arc the prelate’s

spies ; and woe to the poor professor who does not gain their good willt '

This system of despotism is so intolerable that the Court of Thun,
Minister of Public Instruction and of Worship, has more than once
offered his resignation, unable to consent to all the demands of the
Dbishops.

Further, the Jusuits have opened large private establishments of
education. I will mention one recently founded by the reverend fathers
at Frienbourg, near Linz. The professors, because they are Jesuits,
are exempt from any examination. The -overnment docs not interfere
in their appointment, and excrcises no control over their teaching. Bug
professors have the right to give their pupils legal catificat. s ar diplo-
mas, which enables them to take any employment in the Sta e. Cer-

tainly the disciples of Ignatius must be bappy. They ave independent

of the temperal power 5 they can teach what they please, distrilute the
diplomas according to their faucy, und the diplomas open the cutiance

to all public offices !

The press is subgected, as well as the colleges, to the inspcetien of the
bishops. Ifan editor dared to make objection against the Pope, the
Virgin, the saints, the monastic orders, or anything affceting Roman.
ism, he would be waral, then susp-nded, then deposed. Freedum of
religious controvery does not exist. The Jesuits can attack the Prot-
estants, but Protestants cannot answor Jesuits,

The Augsbourg (rozclte anmunced lately that the Austrian bishops
had propused to wdmic iy Renwn Catholies as respomible editors of
journals: that is, Protestants will Le d¢j vived of ene of theirciviizights
and treated as outinys. The law would declare them incapable or
unworthy to publish a jowmral! Thus for the povernmant Les Toanre
strained, probably fiem a scuse of shume, om cueh an ey 5 Lt if
the bishops persist, will they not sueweed w+ they do in everything else?

The intolerance of the clergy is extveme. A merclant of Tyrol, on
returning from his travels, Lad Lronght o Bible into bis house.  The
curate learning this fiact, went to the merchant, and demanded  this
copy of the Scriptures.  On another journey, this same indivigual
brought a second copy of the Bible, Then the priest not only seized
the book, but be took the four children, and by the help of the police,
put them in an orpban asylum, under pretence that their father was

or e




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 71
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| unworthy to direct their education! What will honest people think,
. of whatever communion, of such conduct? Here is a father smitten

. in his dearest affections, deprived of his most sacred rights, because he
' bought a Bible, because he read the Bible, because he insisted on hav-

the nincteenth century sanction these odions persecutions !

A Prussian traversed with his wifc and children an Austrian province.
The wife fell sick and died at Lischdorf, near Bruck. The curate
of the village refu-cd to receive into the burying ground the body of

i the deceased.  The husband then asked the grave-digger to make a
+ ditch in a piece of ground just beyond the cemetery. But the priest

conduct ; and some of the inhabitants had a stone put, with an iron

“ his savage intolerance to the extreme, threw down the cross, declaring
{itwasa profanation. A complaint against this act was sent to the
" magistrate ; but they have not dared to prosccute the priest.

Take another characteristic fact. In the village of Horsting, situat-
‘edon the frontier of Tyrol, a Protestant, some years ago, married a

of the children who should come of this union, was imposed on the
Protestant man, and the marriage was celebrated without hindrance.
But the priest of the communc maintained later that the children
should be educated in Popery. The married pair refused to submit to
this exaction 5 and the angry curate summond the woman to appear
inthe church, one Sunday, in order to hear her sentence of excommu-
nication, on account of disobedience of the Romanist communion.
The woman did not wish to go to church, to submit to this public, bar-
barous censure ; but the priest called in an armed force, and some sol-
diers dragged the woman to church, where she was excommunicated !
Such means of terror, the Romanist clergy employ to hinder the pro-
gress of the Protestant faith; for certainly few women will have the
wurage to expose themselves to such humiliations.

A correspondent in Vienna, reports that the Austrian government
proposed something still more extravagant. It would seem that the
Minister of War, by the advice of the Emperor and Archduchess So-

—— —er

- ing the Word of God in his house? Can a European Governmeat in .

! again interfered, and forbade the grave digger to prepare a tomb for a -
lieretic, so that the husband was forced to dig the ditch with his own
“hands! The people, T am glad to say, were indignant at the curate’s .

i cross, on the mortal remains of this woman. But the curate, carrying :

young girl of the Romanis: communion. No promise as to the religion °
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phia, had resolved to put on all the flags of the army by the side of |
the imperial cagle, the fignre of the Virgin Mary. When the inten-
tion was known, it excitod great repuguance, not only on the part of
the Protestant officers, who are quite nwmerous in the Autrian troops,
but also on the part of the Roman Cathoiic officers. The colonels of
several regiments represented to the Minister of War, that the imperial
eagle suffices for their standard, anld it is forthem the pledge of victory,
They said that the figure of the immaculate Virgin weuld be to 1cturn
to the customs of the crusaders, and would shock the feelings of the
soldiers. I do not know whether the government will persist in its
resolution. Tt would be curious in our day to sce a woman,~—the Vir. |
gin Mary,~leading troops on battle ficlds. The Pope and the priests |
would be flattered, perhaps, because they would regard this measure as,
a proof of their triumph, but the figure of Mary on the military,
ensigns, would be an object of mockery and disdain for-the rest of Eu |
rope. The German emperor will reflect much before taking this step.

According to the late concordat, the archbishops and bishops of the
empire were authorized to form ecclesiastical courts to decide upon all
affairs of marriage. This is a vast power. Marriage has ceased to be
a civil institution; it i3 considered as an act exclusively religions
Priests can now interfere in domestic concerns of families.  They decide
by rules made in their councils, whether a marriage is allowable or no,
and their decisions are carried into effect by the magistrates, The
result is, the clergy have more authority than the government. Already
troubles have occurred. Several marriages have been postponed or pre-
vented because the contracting parties did not yield docilely enoughto
the will of the priests; and when complaints are made before the civil
courts, the judges reply that these matters do not belong to them.

Such a despotism has disgusted many people espeeialiy in Bohemis
and in Hungary. Respectable heads of families,in order to be fre:
from this jurisdiction have quitted the Roman church, and sought er
trance into the Protestant communion. A rich manufacturer of Bohe|
mia has been converted to Protestantism, and his example has bexy
followed by a great number of his workmen. A nobleman of Hungary
with his family, has publicly abjured Romanism. The peasants of b
domaing are ready to do the same thing, and the priests uppear to
very restless at these conversions to Protestantism. If the impulse »
onee given, who knows whether the Romanists would not, by th
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and hundreds of thousands, go out from a church where their religious
liberty and their eivil rightsare alike oppressed ?

The archbishop of Olmutz has adressed o this subject a circular to
all the inhabitants of his diocese: “We learn,” he says, “that some of
you have yiclded to the impious thought of separating from the holy
Catholic Church, and of entering the Protestant communion. There-
fore we exhort you, in the name of God, and of the holy Church, to

" return, with scntiments of sincere repentance, into the communion of

our holy Church, aud thus secure your cternal salvation. For in adopt-

* ing the doctrine of heretics. you deprive yourself of all means.of obtain-
" ing happiness hercafter, and plunge your soul into perdition. We

summon you to appear, within thirty days, before our ecclesiastical
court, in order to be questioned on your conduct, and to free yourselves

i from the suspicion of heresy. In case that, contrary to'our expectation,

you should take no notice of our command, and should refuse to appear
we shall declare you guilty of heresy, will draw upon you the punish-
ment denounced by the sacred canons, namely, public exclusion from
the holy Church. Time for repentance is left you; do then, what the
safety of your soul requires, in order to stand in the day of judgment
of God. Amen.”

This mandate of the archbishop of Olmutz is evidence of numerous
conversions to Protestantism, induced by the tyranny of the priests.
Some journals announce that if these conversions continue, the priests
will ask for the government a law, to punish by heavy fines and impris-
onment, the new converts. That is very possible, evenprobable. The
clergy will shrink from nothing; no more will the imperial government.
But let Rome beware! the sword of persecution will turn, sooner or
later, against him who has the imprudence to wield it.

Iam, &e.,
G. deF.

WHY SHOULD WE PRAY?

S

From the Millennial Harbinger,
It is not uncommon for us poor short-sighted mortals to take such
one-sided views of things, and be so engrossed in contemplating
them as not to see at all, or very imperfectly, things of the very great-
est magnitude connected with the other side of the subject. As the
fiying fish, fixing its eye on the dolphin, endeavoring to elude its
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pursuit, sometimes leaps into the ship, or darts into the jaws of the
shark, so we, in looking intenscly upon one ecrror, sometimes plunge
into a greater one than we sought to avoid.

It is, however, a happy circumstance that persons who fear God will,
whether they comprehend or not some strong sayings, some plain com.

. mands, or some approved examples in the good book, rather dissent
: from their own reasonings, leading in a contrary ('irection, than omit

or wholly neglect some very plain duty. A very striking instance of
this we have in the prayers and cnterprizes of some zealous professors
in our own time. In their creed and in their reasonings they maintain
that “men are so predestinated, and so particularly and unchangeably
designed to everlasting life, and everlasting death, and their number so
certain and definite, that it cannot be either increased or diminished;”

- yet they not only pray for the conversion of men, but are active in all

[EPUR

“‘the benevolent enterprizes of the day” for the conversion of sinmers
ot home and abroad. Such inconsistencies prove that men will sooner
distrust their own reasonings than the commands and examples laid be-
fore them in the sacred writings.

But it does not always happen that apparent incongruities imply
actual contradictions in principle or practise. We do not often sce the
remote, nor indeed always the proximate tendencies of things. Now
if persons were never to act in any great question in religion or morals
until they saw all the tendencies and results of their eonduet, or its
agreement or disngreement with other principles and other things, they
would perhaps die before they would obey the first christian requisi-
tion.

But the pinching point with many honest minds is—¢“If no convert-
ing power other than that displayed in the oracles of God is neces-
sary, why pray to God for the salvation of men?” And again: “If

;. there be no promise nor testimony in favor of those whose salvation we

may desire, such as our relatives, friends, &ec., how can we pray in faith?”

To these two points we shall briefly advert. And to the first, it
may be replied that we are taught to pray for food, raiment,health, &e.
for ourselves and others, not expecting, nor taught to expect, that the
laws of nature are to be changed, suspended, or new-modified, or that
we are to become the subjects of any supernatural aid in obtaining
these things. But to teach us our dependence, to cause us to exert
ourselves in all lawful and reasonable endeavors for the attainment of
what i3 needful, and in case of the failure of these means that God,
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thousands of angelsand men, may, in his benevolent government, of the
affairs of men, vouchsafe to usall things necessary to life und godliness.

These three objects may all be comprehended in the reasons why Geod,

who knows that we nead all these things before we ask for them, has

commanded us to ask for them.

Grod has placed all the producing power in the beaveus and the carth,
Of nature, it is said—“I will hear, saith the Lord, T will hear the
heavens, and they shal hear the carth, and the carth ¢" all hear the
corn, the wine, and the oil, and they shall hear Jearc ol Jearcel rep-
resents the dispersed Israclites, The heavens, earth, corn, wine, oil,
and the nation, are personified. Jezrecl calls for corn, wine, and oil.

" Then the corn, wine, and oil, call upon the earth for nourishment ; then

the carth calls upon the atmospheric or celestial influences 3 and last of
all, the clouds call upon the Lord. The Lord hears the clouds, the
clouds hear the carth,the earth hears the corn, wine, and oil, and these
hear Tsracl and flow into their storchouses. God and man stand at the
two extremes of this system of nature. The bountics of his provi-

, dence pass through many hands, as the law passed through ranks of
" angels before it came into the hands of Moscs. As he created and
sustains all, so he presides over all; and therefure, while we call upon

him for any fuvor for ourselves or others, we expeet not that he will
work a miracle to confer it, but that in subordination to these establish-
ed arrangements he will bestow it.

‘Whatever is beyond this is matter of pure faith, Thus if God Las

© promised any special succor to any person, for any purpose, we know
" he has classes of intelligent and voluntary agents, who are all minds-
. lering spirits sent forth to minister for the heirs of salvation, and with

a reliance upon his promise and a knowledge of his means and agencies,

we confidently expect the blessing promised. ,

Besides, there is the moral as well as that nafural government of

 God. They are not the same, though the latter may in many respects
. be analogous to the former. Minds, or rational agents, are not under

the government of the same laws which govern our bodies. Ifthe
universe had been altogether material, its Creator might have slept for
seven thousand years, to speak after the manner of men, and on awak-
ing have found things just as the evolutions of natural law would have
presented them. But minds require supervision ; because, all nature
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is an immense manaf: ..y of motives, which are con. tantly operating
in all directions, upen wvery thing that thinks, in the wuiverse. DBut |

there we approach the Jlieres of that occan on which nu wortal man
has ma:d2 & voyage of dizeovery s and for us to inflr from premiscs un-

explorced, is as arregant w- it would Le ridicuions to write the details of -

a voraze round the unlverse which has never yet heen made.

But to dezeend to the greund on which God's werd und covernment

have placed wvs, we aro taught to pray, and tauglt at the same time
that Godis unchangeable.  We are tanght that the word of God is the -

sword of the Spirit, unl that the gospel is both the wisdom and the

power of God to salvation ; and yet we are taught to pray fur all men. '

But while all converting power is through the word, who can tell the
thousand ways in which that word, that great moral instrument, may
operate upon the minds of men, or in how many attitudes they may
present themselves, or be presented, to its influences?  Nomatter who
plants, or who waters, it is God who makes to grow.” DBut how often
does the shower fall on the ficld of the sluggard; how often docs the
dew bless the ill-farmed or uncultivated fields of the slothful ;—but it
fills not his barn. IIis stalls are empty. He begs in harvest. They
only who ply themselves are blessed. The diligent become rich.

Bat were it not that philosophy has presumed to explain every thing,
and to cut the knots which she cannot untie, I would rather remark in
the following style—

God’s word is the word of life. Where it is not known, believed
and obeyed, there no life eternal dawns, He that has the Son of God
has this life, and he is revealed in this living word. He teaches hie
disciples to pray for the following things :—For their daily bread ; for
them that despitefully use and persecute them. Thus, Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, they know not what they do”--and Stephen, by
the Holy Spirit said, “Lord, lay not this sin to their account”——*Lord
Jesus receive my spirit.” Paul’s desire and prayer to God for Isracl
was, that they might be saved ; and he commanded Timothy to teach
the church in Ephesus to pray for all men : for kings, and for all in au-
thority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and honesty. For as a reason, he adds—¢This is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our Saviour, who will have all men to be saved, and
to come to an ackmowledgement of the truth.”” If any man lack wis-
dom, says James,lct him ask of God who givesliberally and upbraids
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not, and it shall be given him. But in one general commeid, a hun-
dred sayings toth®s ¢foct are comprehended—TPhik iv. ¢. ¢ Le auxious-
ly solicitous about nothing ; but in cxeiy thing, by prayer and supplica-

tion let your requests ha made known to God, and the peace of God, 5

which surpasses all vuderstanding, will guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jess”  This is enough for me.

A person who will not pray for the conversion of his ¢hildien, friends
or enemies, beeause he cannot see hew it can be done in cunlormity to

many truths in rcligion, such as God’s immautability, &e., r biz views
of God’s government, grace, purpose &e., reminds me of a physician

who could not pray for his daily bread because it was incompatible to
pray for sickness, or an increase of his practice, and he could not see
how his prayer could be answered unless by an increase of the afflic-
tions of men !

But concerning prayer as a means of communicating the thing
sought, or of receiving the blessing desired, a good deal may be said,
and with propricty. 'When Paul commands prayer for kings and gov-
ernors, that christians might enjoy - a quiet and peaceful life, we sce
that the very fact of offering up these supplications, in publie assem-
blies, would have a tendency to secure the protection of the government,
H> that prays for the salvation of his children, in their presence, must
perceive that it operates both on him to produce more attention to their
instruction, and on them to give more heed to the things commanded.
To pray for humility isthe shortest and safest means to be humble. To
pray for sincerity, goodness, benevolence, love, &ec. is the best means
to possess them. )

Paul was as much strengthened by his prayers as he would have been
by removing the burthen from which he sought deliverance. To in-
crease a persoa’s strength to carry fifty or a hundred pounds, i equiv-
alent to the removing of a burthen of that weight.

THE CHIEF ARTICLE IN THE CHRISTIAN CREED.

The Epistle to the Hebrews is evidently written to prove, by the
authority of the ancient oracles, that the Messiah is more exalted in
nature and office, than Moses, Aaron, and the angels—a Son—made
Heir of all things—for whom also the Most High made the ages, who,

pe e « et e womme aver v
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being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his sub-
" sistence, and upholding all things by the word of his power, wheu he

had, by himself, purged away our sins, sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty in the heavens. The apostle argues for the superior rank and
glory of Christ, from the following five points, viz :

1. e had received a more excellent name.

2. He had an eternal throne.

3. He had created the heavens and the earth.

4. He had sat down on the right hand of God.

5. All things had been subjected to him.

God had not extended such offices and honors to angels, and there-
fore the moral is made this—that we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard concerning  Christ, lest at any
tim2 we let them slip.  The churches have let slip Christ asthe Creed
of Christianity.

The Divinity of the Redeemer is the condition of Christian faith.
Without something is proved, we eannot believe. It is the common
source of all the first prineiples of thekingdem of God. TFaith, repen-
tance, obedience, the remission of sins, and the yift of the Holy Spirit,

* are all discovered to us through the medium of this constitutional truth.

Hence the great light shed upon this proposition in the Scriptures. He
is called ¢the image of the invisible God—the heir of all nature”
“For by him were all things created that are on carth, visible and invis-
ible, whether they be throres, or dominiuns, or prindipalitics, or powers;
all things were created by him, and for him, and he is before ail things,
and by him all things consist; and he is the head of the body—the
church—the beginning—the first-born from the dead, that in all things
he might have the pre-eminence; for it pleased the Father thatin him
should all fulness dwell.” Col. i, 13. ¢ Torin him dwelleth all the
fulness of the God-head bodily® Col. it, 9. Il¢ is called: “God
manifest in the flesh,” and wears the awful names of the First and the
Last, Alphaand Omega, the Beginning and the Ending—the Lord, who
is, and who was, and who is to come—the Ahnighty.” Rev. i, 8.
There is, in our religiun, no other truth, deserving, like this bright
day-star, the rank and dignity of a Creed-truth. Therefore, no other
is so glorified and commented upon. “Il: is Lord of all”’—sabove
all”—<the heir of all, and the creator of all.” God “blessed forever,”
“he is over all,” and as high above angels, a son is above a servant,
or & builder above the house built. He is “the bread of heaven”—
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“the bread of God that came down from heaven”—¢“the true bread”—
“the way, the truth, and the life, the light of the world, and the resur-
rection.” It is passing strange, that having had given to us by the

* Father, one 0" such surpassing glory, we should still hope, by our puny

cfforts, to add a richer splendor to the Creed of God. But my space
does not allow me to extend the illustration.

I have now eliminated the Creed—the major article of our religio,
and pointed out its relations to the authority of the Father, the prefer-
ence of the Son, and the demounstrations of the Holy Spirit. Christi-
anity, therefore, has a fixed, fundamental, constitutional truth ‘or its
Creed—forever the same. This is preciscly what it required to have,
and the divine wisdom is,in nothing, in our religion, more conspicuous,
than in proposiug for 1he symbol of ﬁuth, a truth, which, by its splen-
dors, makes all the other articles of the Gospel glorious.

T have also looked at it under the following five views:

1. Tts erunciation by the Father.

2. Its acceptation by the Son.

3. Its proof by the Ioly Spirit.

4. Its glorification ; and

5. Its explanation, or illustration.

Those aré an armful of jewels. Who can plant the kingdom of God
in the human breast as he ought, who overlovks these themes.  If any
man attampts it, hisconverts will be feeble and ephemeral 5 for though
we must preach Clrist erucified, yet it is certain that we must first
preach Christ.— W, Scotl.

[ S —

WHAT 1S THE FAMILY?

It is a little 1 teiv=.  The father is the sovereign. Itis an absolute

. sovereignty, constitued in wisdom, and restrained by affection. It is
* derived from tha forntam of all prwer.  With this authority is connect-

ed immeanse responsibility.  No substitute can be found. To the gov-
ernment thus constituted, unreserved obedience is required, that its ends
may be fally answered. It i3 a type of that ultimate submission,

which will bz paid to the Father of all by his redeemed family in heaven .

- “Taen ermoth the eal when he shall have deliverad up the king-

dom to God, even the Father.

The family isa N.rsery. The ideais derived from a material -
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process in nature, to which both animals snd plants are subjected. God

speaks of planting a ‘noble vine” Such is the fumily. It requires '
, nourishing, protecting, maturing us much as the literal vine. “Chris-
. tian families are the nurseries of the church on carth, as the church is
" the nurscry for heaven.’ The nurscry is a retired place, but pregnant

with preparations for cternity., Its germinations arc immeral,  tis the
birth-place of body and mind. Iappy, wlen scme wuspicious star of

bope hovers over it. A train of assceiutions is there coremenced, which

is imperishable; habitudes into which the very soul is moulded j impres-
sions are engraven, which no lapse of time shall ever obliterate; which
eternity itself will but confirm and perpetuate. Like secd, like har-
vest. ‘e that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life ever-
Jasting.” A mental philbsophcr has said that the character is formed
before the expiration of the sixth year of our existence. And those
years are in the hand of the mother! The mother of Byron would
become framtic with passion, and throw the tongs at him, in carly child-
hood. Hence he became more and more ungovernable, in fact, never
knew what self-government was, for he was never taught it. He Lad
1o home. Not like Cowper, who embalms,in fascinating poctry, his rec-
ollections of the samctity of home. The reminiscences of his mother
were so delightful, he eould apostrophize in tender nuinbers even her
portrait, swhen brought to view.

The family isa S:noor. The parcnt is the natural teacher. With
what beauty of language and solemmity of style, with what divine
authority, does the law-giver of Isracl appoint the parent to this work.
Deut. vi. 7. In the house, by the way, in the cvening, mmst this
work be constantly done. Happy the child who can eay: ‘I was my
father’s son—my mother taught me also.” Happy is the parent who
gaith : ‘hear ye children, the instruction of a father Speak not of
wealth, of legacies, of cstates bequeathed. The best inheritance is the
education of the soul for cternity. Alas! how many thousands are
trained to a carcer of guilt and shame.

The fawily is a Bociery.  In it arc all the clements of the social
relations. Numbers, intellect, attachments, sympathies, temperaments,
attrition of mind, moral power. Thus it is the very foundation of
civil society, whose dignity, advancement, and prosperity in every form
depend upon the same Gualities in the family. This is the only read to
the perfection of the social state.
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The fumily s 0 Bvecorany, 1€ on earth ean be found a refuge from
carth’s iil, {oils, and calamities, it is here.  To the man of husiness,
jaded wihi cue to the laborer, Worn with teid; to the profussional
man, th: derk, the politician; {o the sailor, from the stormy wave ; to
the sotdixv, from hoady fight; to all who come feum the battle of life,

~how relreshing to find a2 spot, wheors the heart is sure of repese, undie-
turbed by a doubt that there every face baams witha smile of welcome,

. every heart bounds with joyful emotion.

i The well ordered family isa little Cirvren. Believers and their chil-

i dren in covenant with God, constitute the cssential idea of a church—
atleast in a qualified sense. Such a family is the miniature of the

‘whole family namad in heaven.! ¢To the church in thy house,’ said

" Paul to Philemoh. Ilappy house! Thrice blessed home! God is
their Fathor, Christ their elder brother, the Holy Spirit their sanctifier

, and guide. That house is the vestable of heaven. The sacred sbrine

is there, the incease of prayer diffuses its sweetness. The melody of

praise is there. Death does not break, but sanctifies the link, which
binds it to the fum:ly above. The grave butopens the passage to

L gory!

WE REAP AS WE SOW.

Raleigh, 6th March, 1858.

Bovirew O seaavt @ Daak Sev:—T was lately present at a protracted
meeting held in the Wesleyan Chapel on the Middle Road in the same
house where on a former occasion you held forth the ancient apostolie
gip2l, exhibited the foundation of the Christian system as developed
and published by the holy apostles, as being adapted to the wants of
the humna family in ail cases and in the highest state of civilization to
which they may attain. You on that occasion showed some of the
evil tendencies which a departure from the Seriptures had on the pro-
fessed followers of the Saviour, and illustraied your position by the in-
dividual who sowed a mixed sced in his field.

As the scenes which transpired here were wholly new to me and prob-
ably to some of your readers, I would remark that one of the Preach-
ors took a text from the book of Proverbs, which reads. “The fear of the
lord tendeth to life.”” Bis remarks on that passage were incontrovertible,

1
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but he wholly failed to bring before his audience the sublime truths
on which the enlightened Christian builds his hope for salvation.
Next a scenc ensued so disorderly that I will not attempt a deserip-
tion ; seekers, mourners, and penitent sinners, were requested to come to
the altar to pray and be prayed for, numbers rushed or were impelled

by others to kneel at this modern altar while stirring appeals werc made

to others to come forward.

You will not be surprised that I was reminded of the apostle Paul '

while in Athens, being stirred in spirit.  And here I would say that it
is deplorable to witness such a departure from the truth and simplicity
of the living oracles.

These penitents were called upon to mourn, to weep, and pray, while
they were given to hope that their prayers would be yet heard, though
days, weeks, months, or even years might puss withcut relief to the
troubled breast.

And here I would ask does not the New Testament reveal a vor
excellent way 5 moreover we are sure it is God’s own plan awd has his
divine approval, and instcad of the sinners being baptized with the holy
Spirit as they were led to believe we read that the fin. converts to
Christianity after believing were scaled with the holy Spint according
to promise ; also that the belicf of the gosped was fe”lowed by joy puace
&c., as the fruit of the Spirit, and that all who ghuily Lewrd the word
were baptized buth men and woman, and then addud to the wesenbly of
the saved, continuing stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, in breahing of
bread, andin prayers,

It was the chief sin of the Jews in the Savian™ Joy, that thay Lad

made void the law of God through their ownr tiaditions, that they |

had turncd away their cars from the trath and were taieed to Jables,
and churches altering, adding to, or negleeting the cormrnds of Jesus
Christ are by the apostles reproved and admonished iu thois (pistles
for not keeping the ordinances as they delivered them. The wpostics did
not deliver once form or order to une church and a dificront Lind to an-
other church, but they all taught the same thing cvay whaein ovay
church. If the churches did as they were commanded the tpaesties re-
joiced in them, beholding their order and the stediastness of thelr faith
?in Christ. Disciples had not then learned # edistinetion whick is com-

mon with many now of essentials and non »ssentials in the things be-

longing to the kingdom of God. Much less does it appear that for
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the sake of dignity or expediency they had devised the modern altar,
having a semicircular railing of elegantly painted wood, having on'the
outside a step on which the mourners may kneel with ease, whilé they
! are directed by whispers and pungent appeals to look to Jesus.

. The Spirit of God foreseeing the errors and divisions which were to

4, 1. 2. and 2 Tim. 4, 3, 4. The way in which the people of God
are to be preserved from crror and delusion is by a constant adherence
i to the Scriptures. Hold fast the form of sound words which thou hast
received of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. And again,
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they be of
God, because many false prophets are gone out into the world. But by
| what are they to be tried ? not by the writings or practice of any unin-
! spired ;uen but by the oracles of the living God.
i Every false roligion, or every counterfeit of the true, implies that
: there is a true—as counterfeit money implies current. As men detect
| bad money not by comparing it with counterfeit, but good ; so false
" religions can only be detected by comparing them with the Scriptures.
In the midst of such confusion as exists every man ought to examine the
Bible for himself, prove all things by it aud hold fast that which is good.
But it is perhaps objected, ¢ We are not able to understand the Bible
and judge for ourselves.” If we are not it is needléss to employ anoth-
| er to judge for us. For saith the Saviour, In vain do they worship me
' teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. Mat. 15.9. And
, again, Yea and why even of yourselves judge ye 'not what is right.
. It was departing from the truth of God which produced divisions
' and controversies among men until these have becomé the common topia
i of lamentation among themselves and the triumph of infidels. If
we would return to primitive love and unity we must return to primi-
; tive faith and practice. And these are nowhere to be found in their

ing of the Lord put an end to innumerable evils in the world and the:
means of many more advantages than those which I have mentioned.
- D. Morrisox,

TO THE AWAKENED SINNER.

Friendly Reader : Hast-thou heard the gospel 7 the glad tidings of
great joy ? the cffer of paifon though the Son of God who gave him-
self to redeem a lost world. Thou hast heard that Jesus died to save

arise in the world shows us-how they were to be introduced. See Tim. |

! purity but from the Scriptures. Attention to them would by the bless~ '

—
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sinners—that he shed | his preclous blood to take away the sin of the
world. He came to save sinners, not the righteous. He died for his
enemies on the cross. As a friend so kind, he has claims paramount to
all others. This benevolence elaims tlte gratitude of cvery heart. As |
thy Creator and Preserver, he has a right to the adoration ef thy seul, !
! As thy bleeding Saviour he has aright to thy whole heart.

Has his love moved thee to think of the debt thou owest to him for |

 the ransom he has given for thy soul 1 Has the scene of Calvary led |
thee to consider thy ways and to desire to humble thyself at the foot of
the Cross ¢ Hast thou discovered how polluted thou art in the sight
of heaven and how unfit thou art to dwell there unless purified from
thy sins? Hast thou felt the conviction of truth and a scnsc of thy
fallen condition 7  Hast thou discovered how degraded and depraved
thou art by nature and practice 7 Then look to Jesus for protection
from the gatherirg storm which will break on thy head if not. defended
by an Almighty arm. et those convictions which the presentation
of the gospel has produced in thy heart,be cherished. Do not stifie
them, but rather let them be strengthened by meditating on the justice
of God in demanding the homage of every heart, and the amazing love
displayed by the Saviour in dying for guilty, fallen, ruined,’and polluted
man,

Open the inspired volume and read  Ffave I any pleasure at all
that the wicked should die ? saith the Lord God : and not that he
should turn from his ways and live? For I have no pleasure in the

[P ——

selves and live ye.”” Eze. 1%, 23, 33. Read the following from Paul’s
, inspired per. ¢ And to you who are troubled, rest with us, when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeamce on them that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ : who skall be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power,”

Thes. ‘1, 7=—10. Be wise, then, and no longer trcasnre up wrath by

of truth, apprecended and obeyed. Be not ashamed to concult the ora-

_ cles of divine truth ; for thereby thou shalt hecome wisc to the saving ‘

; of thy soul, and discover how richin mercy God is.
, bhave you serve him. Rememrber ¢ the face of'the Lord is cet against
| ghose who do evit and those who devise evil” in their'hcerts are v1eWed

|

|

(
|
|

death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God : whercforc turn your- |

hardening thy heart but rather seek to have it softened hy the influcnce |

{ Do not listen to the evil suggestions of satan, and these who would :
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asenemies to God. Do not persuade thyself that because the Lord is
merciful to the penitent he will be pleased with thec unless thy ¢ hard
and strong heart” ig softened into penitential submission to his right-
cous will.

Behold the Saviour on the Cross bearing thy sins! Behold him
despised and rejected by men and forsaken by the Father, and yet
showing the same love which first moved him to give hislife a ransom
for the world. Iear him pray the Father to forgive even those who
had denicd him a fair trial and nailed him to the Cross, and then in-
sulted him as a malefactor. Behold him now highly exalted at the
Father’s right hand, “ a Prince and a Saviour,” and hear him entreat
thee to come to him and be saved from ruin. No longer despise that
love which brought him from heaven to earth, and now entreats thee
to receive the gospel.  Put thy trust in him and bow at his feet in
humble submission fo his will and the promisc of life will be yours;
for he will not forget the penitent. “ A broken and a contrite spirit
is in the sight of the Lord of great price.” ¢ Every knee must bow
and every tongue confess to God.”  TFlee then with humble penitence
* to the refuge, and lay hold on the hope set before thee in the gospel.

i J. B, jr.

THE UNION PRINCIPLE,

Under the head of “ An Exemplification of the Union Principle,”
our estecmed and truly useful cotemporary “The Gospel Tribune’ is
pleased to say— :

. On the recent national fast-day we had the gratification of worship-
ing at Whitby, ut a Union meeting of four congregations of different
denominatjons with their ministers or pastors. The Methodist minis-
ter conducted the opening devetions—the Free Church minister deliver-
ed a discourse on the reasons which called for deep humiliation before
God—the United Presbyterian minister discoursed on the reasons for
thankfulness which God had a4 the same time given us, mingling mercy
with judgment—and the Congregativnal minister conducted the clos-
ing devotions. The whole services were of a profoundly interesting
character—and the united assembly, while being edified by the rich
gifts of four pastors, enjoyed also that fellowship of the saints, which,
casting aside all sectarianism,.- ought to link together all thé members
of Cln'isg’s boly, the church. The thought naturally arose, what real
obstacle is there to the péople of Gd worshiping together regularly at

[—
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wuch Union meetings, instead of in separated bodies? We believe

thete is none, and that the day is approaching, when we shall worship

God our reconciled Father, ¥mmanuel our Redeemer, and the Holy

Spirit the Comforter—not as Presbyterians, as Methodists, as Episco-
lians, or Congregationalists, or as Baptists—but as Curistians,  The
rd hasten it in %Iis own time !

“We love union and plead union so much, that it would be delightful
to accept of the above as an exemplification of the union principle ag
embraced in the Creed of Christ. This union at the meeting in Whitby
rem'nls u3 of what we shall call 2 similar union at Sebastopol dur-
ing the late war. A truce wasagreed npon between the Russian
army on the one part and the English and French army on the other
patt. The truce was for some two hours, until the slain of the respee-
tive armies could be removed or buried ; and during these two hours,
the officers of Russian, French, and English soldiers mingled and con-
versed as though peace and not war existed. Buat the moment that
the truce expired, each officer was found at his hostile post ; and these
same officers who a few moments before were confering together so
friendly, were firing at cach other with deadly enmity. “The thought
naturally ariscs, what real obstacle was there to the people of Russia,
England, and France acting peacefully together regularly as they did
during these two hours of the truce, instead of acting against each
other in separate and hostile armies 77 But was there any true union
in this case? So far as our vision extends, not one particle. The
questions which cngendered national hostility were as much unscttled,
and each army as determined to maintain its original attitude, during
the period of the truce, as when the cannon were firing and the rude
shot were cutting off herocs on all sides. And do you not believe,
brother Dick, of the ‘Tribune,’ that those who exemplified your union
- principle in the town of Whitby, seventy miles west of Brighton, used
‘their partizan guns and strove with their scctarian bayonets as hearti-
‘1y and war-like AFTER as before this little truce at our Provincial
fast? ’

Ah! dear brother of the ‘Tribune,’ you are a good man and you have
a praiseworthy aim ; and you are to be loved for the truth’s sake that
is in you. Doubtless, too, your paper if freely circulated.and perused
will be of benefit to the community of religious men in this Provinee. |
But you will never unite men in spiritual bonds, nor exhibit the true.
{ ground of union, by teaching and laborssuch as you nowapprove. Now
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do not become exoited and say that Oliphant, is dogmatic, for however
true this might be, it would be innocent of logic with the promises be-
foreus. Is it dogmatic to affirm with the Lord from heaven, ¢ Every
plant that my Father has not planted must be plucked up?® Soon a3
we have all the foreign plants rooted out of our Master’s vineyard, and
the plants of the Lord in their place, we will have a pure crop of spirit-
vals ; but all the trimmings and fitting and husbanding of diverse
kinds of plants can never make them bear the same sort of fruit. The
‘man who takesa hollyhoe plant, a tobacco plant, and a cotton plant,
and thinks by superior culture and particular charity to obtain the same
yield from them, may be a genius in his way ; but such a husbandman
we would not prefer so long as the laws of God remain unchanged. The
Gardiner also, who would take a wild Olive, an untamed Cherry-tree,
and a thrifty Thorn-bush,—trim off the widest branches from each—
bring them together,—and think to gather from them good Canaan figs,
cach of them yiclding the like kind of fruit, could not easily prove to us
that he was skilled in gardéning.

¢ But, sir, you arc uncharitable,’ saysa devout friend. Let us calm-
ly esamine our lack of charity. Isit uncharitable to strive earnestly
to keep the religious company of the oracles of heaven ard the Divine
Lord who gave us these oracles ? The question, in short metre, is,
Shall we esteem the apostles as teachers, and the Lord of the apostles,
less than our contemporary teachers ; or shall we exercise what is call-
ed charity for our pious partizan brethren and have little or no charity
for the divine preachers and teachers ? 'Will all the candid decide this
query for us ?

No, brother Dick, we are every day largely enjoying blessings through
the lahors of those who laid the axe at the root of the tree, ready to
cut it down when it brought forth no fruit or not the genuine kind of
fruit. The original reformation urged by the inspired ambassadors of
Jesus, struck destructive and fatal blows at every system of Worshxp
wontrary to the will of the Prince of Life. These great workers for the
Lord destroyed and saved at the same time and by the same effort.
The pure and true chanty they certainly possessed, but it-was not too
plizble or flexible ; for it bound themto their Master, his-cause and
lis trath, Andat'a later penod when piles upon - piles of traditions
buriéd the basis'and fnrmture ‘of the Lord’s church, the charity of the .
Protestant reformers was uttared in thunder-tones agamst those who
bad invaded and despoiléd the Lord’s satictuary. '




And what do we see now ? Do wenot see the sons of these noble
reformhers who wielded heaven’s weapons against humanisms, do we not
see the relatives of these mighty men divided off into selfish little par-
ties, excluding each  ther with most exact and orthodox care, the ex-
cluded and the excluding drafting and building very nice temples for
themselves, and making pretty sanctuaries all differing from the stand-
ard pattern, and instituting new and untaught rules, precepts, and
practices, insomuch that honest men who are not possessed of partizan
leanings ask with anxiety and alarm, Where is the church of Christ ? '
—who are right ?—among whom shall we find and enjoy salvation?
Is not all this to be seen at the present mon.ent, and shall we behold |
these various devout parties who are evangelical cnough to shut one
another out of the temples they have reared and the sanctuaries they
have contrived, and address them in complimentary and flattering terms,
saying, ¢ O yes, beloved brethren, you are all good men, working the
Lord’s work and yielding to the Lord’s will, but you would be a little
better still if you would practice worshiping together more’—1
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Now, by all that is sacred and dear in the spiritual and cternal
worlds, we protest against such a divided union. Should the different
bodies of religionists in Canada West agree to havea truce every three
months, and worship together four times a year, we would maintain, i
the name of the oracles of God, that this could not be called or account-
ed christian union.

To unite men spiritually or religiously, they require to receive the
some creed, possess the same faith, and participate in the same love,
Heaven has given to us the one creed, the one gospel in order to the
one faith, and brought to us in the Messiah the sweet gush of love
divine. These constitute the medicine which makes men healthy before
the Lord, not only imparting the overflowing joys of salvation, bu
making them happy in ¢ striving together’ for the furtherance of the
work of the Supreme Master.

The excellent brother Dick need not tell us here that we believe
that baptism unites men. For with us there is no ordinance of the
Lord’s religion that has the union power in it. This, too, would come
with very doubtful grace from a brother who isso in love with baptism
that he calls himself a Baptist. There is nothing more spiritually
sickening to us than an everlasting chatter about baptism, as though it

was the Alpha and Omega of the religion of cur Lord. We mﬂ
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pared to show at eny time that the prominent dividing question among
i religious men is not concerning baptism. One of the proofs is, that
‘ the Baptists, Open and Close, Freewill and anti-Freewill, are almost if

- ————

not altogether as much divided as any people on earth. It is conced-

" ¢d that the baptismal question is a divisional one to a certain extent;
| but, comparatively, it holds no prominence either as creating or per-
, petuating division, We realize that our language may be criticized
, when we deliberately and very emphatically express the conviction that
| there 48 grealer unily louching the subject of baptism than wpon any
. other subject discussed in the religious world, P

But christian union is rendered impossible by the practical non-ac-
. ceptance of the one inspired creed, and subscriptions to other and di-
j verse articles rather than the chief article in the one true religion,
_namely, Tuar Jesvs 15 tAE Camrist—(rae ANorNtep, THE MrEssian)
i =ik 8>x oF Gon.  Men who, by the heaven-given evidences and the
| infallible deductions, intelligently and heartily accept this great article
. of the Christian religion, and make confession accordingly, will stand
together, work together, and walk together to the gates of the New
: Jerusalem, and, what is better, they will be eternally united within
i this famous and excellent city.
| Now, when a man says, ‘I subscribe to the Thirty Nine Articles, and
i confess Jesus as they teach,’ he is a first-class Episcopalian, and a
worthy member of the English Church. When another says, ¢ I accept
the creed of the Congregationalists, and I make confession accordingly,’

|
i
§
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we in the christian sense unite these gentlemen, intelligent and devout,
80 long as they adherc with faithfulness to their respective creeds?
When we see a man who declaves, ‘I believe the Baptist creed, and
Jesus is confessed by me as the Baptists confess him,” we can honestly
reckon such an one a true-born Baptist, entitled to all the peculiarities
of the Baptist Church. But when a man—like the treasurer of Queen
Candace, for example ; see Acts 8—after hearing Christ preached, says,
‘T bow to the Divine oracles, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God,’ we correctly affirm that he is a disciple of ihe Saviour, a member
of the church of Christ. And any number of men, in the four quar-
ters of the globe, who have been thus taught, who thus believe, and
who thus confess, areat onde saved and united in Christ.

Soon as we all learn tha.t christianity, instead of consisting of a st

heis to be taken at par value asa good Congregationalist. And can ,
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of debatable doctrines or theoretical abstractions, is simply a knowl.
edge of, submission to, and affection for O~k Pzrsoy, admiring and lov.
ing Him because he is the Highest, the Greatest, and the Richest, who
though so High and so Rich yet for our sake became both low and
poor,—aceepting he divine creed beeause he gave it, trusting his sacri-
fice because he made it, listening to his word hecause he uttered it, |
honoring his ordinances because his authority is in them and with them,
loving his people because he dwells in them and reigns over them,—
then we shall enjoy spiritual and seriptaral union: one Zion, one Tord
Jesus, one college of*ambassadors, one gospel, one faith, one hope, one
body or church, one Spirit, one model of christian manners, onc family of
the saved, one pure fountain of affection filling every heart in the holy
brotherhood.

‘First pure, {hen peaceable’ and united—is not this apostolic ortho,
doxy, brother Dick? And is there any instrumentality in heaven above
or on earth bencath ordained by our gracious Savicur to make men pure,
save the one celestial message—his own message of lifcandlove 7 One
Redeemer, one ctass of inspired witnesses, one Holy Spirit animating and
directing them, one gospel from these witnesses of Christ and witnes-
s2s of the Holy Spirit,—here, brother, is what may be accepted as the
true remedy to purge out the malady of sin from Jew and Gentile,
bond and free, high and low, and by making them pure, at the same
time destroying all the roots of discord and division, bringing them to- |
gether, not on the trace principle, but because they are one people,
united upon the truth of heaven.

But taking for granted that the Baptist gospel was to be preach-
ed to and received by five hundred thousand people in Canada West, |
and the Episcopalian gospel was to be accepted by other five bun-
dred thousand in the Province, and that there were no other pro-
fessors in Western Canada except Baptists and Episcopals, and these
were so far friendly that they would meet together every month—would
we have christian union in Canada? No—No—No. Christian union,
properly 50 called, is only another term for the happy oneness of men
in Christ Jesus our Lord. D. 0.

MISSIONARY SOCI.ETIES NO. 2.

The editor of the. Ameucan Chnstlan Revxew, the warm-hearted
and la.rge-souled brother Frankhn, has wntben a.nd pnbhshed his res-
ponss to the queries touchmg fnissionary Socicties which we proposed

.
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to him in the February Banner. o show to every reader ata glance
how the investigation advances, we -re-produce the queries and will
then give our brother’s answer. We hav®asked and do agk——

1. Did the churches in the apostolic age exccute the will of the Lord
+ Jesus fully and faithfully ?

i 2. Iave the disciples in this age accepted the pattern of things,——
" in preaching, in teaching, and in discipline,—as given by the infallible
workmen ?

5. Do you conceive that the primitive congregations organized or
required a missionary society to fulfil any part of the will of the Lord
and Saviour ?

4. Upon the principle of embodying our views of expediency in a
newly devised society to evangelize, may we not also take the help of
expedieney to contrive a society to promnote our persenal salvation, and
another society to assist in edifying and saving our brethren ?

5. Will you, my brother, look at these interrogatorics from the
Jerusalem stand-point, and not from the Cincinnati altitude or latitude,
that we may according to all our means of knowledge walk and work
by faith and net by the law of expediency ?

To the preceding, the highly esteemed Franklin replies in the follow-
ing words :——

1. Wg simply answer the fivst question affirmatively.

2. The second question we also answer affirmatively.

3. 1 conceive that the primitive congregations made arrangements
for their Missionary operations in the mapner most convenient to them,
but their arrangements, not being any part of the law of God, nor bind-
ing upon any other congregations, arc not detailed to us, but all other
congregations are free, to combine as large a number, raise as Jarge
an amount, call and send any preachers they can obtain, and to any
field of labor they may sce fit.

4. We make no plea for © embodying our views of expediency,” but
simply for embodying an agreement that we will adopt a certain arrange-
ment for a certain work, and work in that way while it appears profit-
able to do so. :

5. We have looked at these ¢ interrogatories from the Jerusalem
stand-point,” from ¢ the Cineinnati stand-point” and from cvery other
stand-point that we, could find, and claim that our Missionary opera-
tions are legitimate and feel no fears that we are violating any require-
ment of seripture, unless it be that we are not operating half strongly
and zealously enough. This one of our brother’s objections to our
operations, we hope, by the blessing of Heaven, to remove somewhat
the present year. We have more brethren ivho:do the same way Bro:
Oliphant does, viz.: Object 0 our operations, throw their influence
against them and hinder them: as far as possible, and then, it is at least

.

one'of their objeotins tothe Society that i does nof do more. Let us
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go into the work and work hard, and not make objections to the mere
arrangement under which we are working. Bro. A. writes to usto know
when we will come and preach. We answer, giving the time. At the
time we go and hold the meBting. During the meeting Bro. B. sees
the brethren privately and obtains what they will contribute to our

hands us a roll saying, ¢ Here is a little matter the brethren have
raised for you.” We stop not toinquire how this was raised. Who

for, when to have the meeting, where tohaveit,ete.? Our Missionary
arrangements arc of the same nature preeisely.

against our brother making himself one of the upholding pillars of a
modern-made society to exccute a scriptural purpose, it is our prayer

wield our own pen and use the armour to which we are accustomed.

The difference between the editor of the Review and the editor of the
Banner may be clearly stated in one brief proposition, thus:—

Is there an inspired model and inspired directions for evangelizing
the world 2—this model and these directions including what is to be
heralded, the qualifications of the heralds or evangelists, and their main-
tenance while engaged under the Captain of Salvation.

Qur dear brother at Cincinnati, apparently fascinated by the charms
of a modern Society, takes the negative of this proposition, if we appre-
hend him, while we most cordially, earnestly, and joyfully take the
affirmative. Still, in his response to our third query, brother Franklin
assumes that ¢ the primitive congregations made arrangements for their
missionary operations in the manner most convenient to them, but
their arrangements’ [which constituted their missionary society] ¢ not
being any part of the law of God,’ ¢are not detailed to us.’ Let us,
then, candidly and reverendly rcad the commission’ with the sentiments
of the excellent brother Franklin in our mind :—

¢ Go, my missionaries, into all the world, preach, make converts,
¢ organize’ churches, but in your arrangements for missionary opera-
tions, made at your discretion and as suit your convenience, see that
you leave no details by which my people afterwards will know how

— e

support. We hear nothing of it. 'When we are about to leave, B. :

thinks of getting down his Bible and looking for directions who to write

We have regarded and still regard the editor of the Review as a de- .
voted and choice brother, a successful as well as able laborer in the |
evangelical field. And while we take the liberty of heartily protesting :

and conscientious desire that not a syllable will escape us which can be :
justly accounted uncourtcous, unbrotherly, or unlovely. Still, we must ‘
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you arranged and operated through your missionary society to convert
the nations.’

Now, if our well beloved brother will accept of counsel—from one
much younger than himself—he will step back from this position and
¢lean the other way.

But the reply to our third query, to our opties, does not harmonize
very happily with the ground taken by friend Franklin in his article
of February. He says—

They hadin the ancient churches ¢ messengers of the clurches.’
The business of thesc extended beyond the limits of an individual con-
gregation. They were men who transacted business for the churches
abroad. These men met, consulted, deliberated and transacted busi-
ness as the churches had authorized them. We call such men presi-
denfs, secretaries, and agenis; and the body of them, or the company of
them, when met to do the business of the churches, or to act as messen-
gers for them, the ¢ General Missionary Society.’

‘Was not this a manly attempt to show that the business of the primi-
tive church messengers and the business of the presidents, secretaries, and
agents of the Cincinnati missionary society was the same identical busi-
ness—the primitive missionary officers being called messengers and the
modern missionary officers being called presidents and agents 1 Why
then does our good brother now declare that we have no details of his
primitive missionary arrangements, seeing we have at least some details
of the business of these ancient messengers?

By the way, these messengers of the churches of whom the faithful
Paul writes, are the most pliable, convenient, and lymphatic messengers
that ever ministered among men, or else they are used worse than the
messengers that David sent to a certain king, whose garments were cut
off and who were otherwise disgraced. Knock at the door of a steady
old-style Synod, and inquire what they are doing within, the reply
comes, ‘Why, sir, the nature and constitution of the church, and the
fact that we read of messengers of the churches, authorize our synodieal
arrangements and proceedings.’ Approach the entrance of the well-
devised Conference, asking why the membera of it meet and make bye-
laws and rules, and the answer again is, ¢ These are prudential and
discretionary means—we are the messengers of the churches under
another name.’ Our intelligent brethren the Baptists, too, maintain a
good conscience while converting these messengers of the churches into
an Association, while our beloved Franklin of Cincinnati puts some-
thing like & mitre or official cap upon each of their heads, on which is
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written, ¢ Americen Christian General Missionary Society.’ We must
maintain that these messengers are very impolitely and unwarrantably
treated.

Whether or not our brother was the same in February as he is in
March, is not of so much consequence as the declaration that missionary
arrangements, primitive or modern, are “not any part of the law of

: God.? This, to us, is most consolatory in our opposition to these

arrangements, for we shall not be ¢found fighting against God’ while ;

. testifying against them, since even a chief friend of them says that God’s
. legislation is not in them. Put this in the middle of the plea of the
. agents of the missionary society, and what follows? It legitimately

and conclusively follows that neither saints nor sinners are obligated to
put one dollar or onc cent into the treasury of the missionary society.—

© Ifit he conceded that no one believes the machinery of the society to
" be divinely framed, but the purpose to be accomplished by these

missionary wheels isa divine one, we are willing to respond by affirming
that every seriptural purpose is exceuted by seriptural means, and that
divine obligation, both fitting and potent, sw:rounds and presses upon
us to fulfil all the Lord’s will.  We also state, with much assurance of

© faich, that those who tcll us that the world cannot be evangelized with-

out wissionary socicties, and at the same time maintain that the Lord’s
people May or may nol contribute to the funds of such societies, are
standing upon too soft a rock to work very securely or c¢ffectually.

But what strikes us with singular force, is the fact that while our
brother of the Review makes himself a golden post to hold up the
missionary society, he is shouldering a burden of the exact weight and
size of brother Merrill, of Ohio, who maintains the expediency of the
mourner’s beneh, otherwise called the modern altar. In the very same
paper in which the esteemed Franklin replies to the questions we pro-
pounded, a correspondence is found between B. Franklin, of the first
part, and 8. M. Merrill, of the second part. B. Franklin is willing
to say nay to the following question :— Do the Scriptures authorize
the practice of the Methodist Episcopal Church in calling mourners
forward to pray and be prayed for, as a part of the process in conver~
sion 1 Now for friend Merrill’s reply ; here it is :—

. I have only to reply, that the peculiar doctrives of the M. E. Chuxch,
her Discipline—which affirms that the Scriptures are the only rule,
and the sufficient rule, both of our faith and practice—and her prdden-
tial usages, will take care of themselves.. "Whenever you find & metho:
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ANNUAL CO-OPERATION MEETING.

Charlesville, 4 left, 1 added,
Bowmanville, 4 removed, 5 added,
Oshawa, 3 added, 1 died, 1 xemoved,
Butterfield, 20 added,

Pickering, 19 added, 1 died,

Scarhoro’, supposed to be

Toronto, 2 added, 1 removed,

Cooksrille,

King, 1 added,

Esquesing, 3 added,

Erin, 20 added, 3 removed, 2 died, 2 sxp.,
Eramosa East, 3 added, 2 died, 2 left,
Eramosa Centre, 3 added, 2 removed, 1 exp.,
Eramosa West, 1 exp.,

Rainham, 6-added,’] exp.,

Owen Sound,

Wainfleet, 12 added, 3 removed,
Dorchester, 39 added, 5 removed, 1 exp,
Trafalgar, 3 added, 3 removed, 3 died,

dist preacher claiming direct Divine authority for the * mourner’s
bench,” or claiming it as a Divine institution, then ask him to debate
the question.

—Let us take a long breath at this stage of the investigation, and
writer and reader may resume operations— missionary operations’— |

Report of the Annual Meeting of the Board of co-oper ation, convened
according to appointment in Bowmanville, on the 6th of Feb’y, 1258,

James Black being chosen to preside,and T. C. Scott secretary, the
reports were received from the various churches represented at the
meeting, which were as follows :

Chureh in Cobourg, 23 added since last Feb , present number 37,

(19
(43
(14
6«
£
({3
3
(14
%
(3

[

€.

“

Brother Black read the report of the Board of the eo-operation for
the year 1857, which, with the Treasurer’s report, was received by the
| meeting as highly satisfactory.
Moved, That the next yearly meeting of delegates be held in Ezamosa
| Ceatze, on the first Friday in February, 1859, at 7 o’clock, P. M.
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——————

Moved, That the members composing the Board of the co~operatwn
for the last year be re-elected.

Morved, That brother Oliphant be requested to pubhsh the minutes of
this meeting, with the report of the I'reasurer and Board of co-opera. - |
© tion.

! The financial report of the Disciples’ Bible Union was read, when
brother Black was re-clected President, brother T. C. Scott, Vice
President, and J. Menzies Seeretary and Treasurer. The Board of «
Management is composed as follows :—Ira Van Camp, John Henry, A,
Anderson, Chas. Bates, Chas, McMillen, Asa Burke, Wm. Ture, John
Thompson, Samuel MeMurtry, and Robert Royce.

Moved, That brother Van Camp visit the churches East of Toronto -
in behalf of th jlmolr brother Black West of Toronto; brother -
Andersen 15 the Countics of Niagara and Haldimand ; and brother

~Sheppard the churches wost of Berlin.

Moved, That the monies collected, after paymnr off the amount due '
for life Members, be applied in constituting other Lifo Members in |
connexion with the churches contributing to the funds of the Union.

Moved to adjourn to Eramosa Centre, first Friday in Febrnary, 1859, '

i ut 7 o'clock, P. M.

\ Jas. Buack, €hairman,
; T. C. Scorr, Secretary.

i [The Treasurer’s report, to which reference is made above, has not
‘ been forwarded—it will be published next month if it arvives in season. i

1 —Dp.0]
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

St. Vincent, 25th, Feb, 1358.
Brorarr Orrenant :—At the suggestion of some of the brcthren, I
communicate to you the following information respecting the state and
prospects of the cause of Christ in this place. Qur brethren Kugour ,
and Lister labourmrr in the service of the Co-operation, arrived here, :
on the 12th inst, a’nd immediately commenced active operations in
our new Meeting House, which was first opened on that occ'lsmn.
* They began their preaching labours ; not by eshibiting to view com(r
") splendid theory of €liristianity, or by treatmg us to a rich feast of

e m—— . e e e
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Hermetics, nor by making a vigorous assault on partizan prejudices,
© and 50 arousing partizan hostility and party feeling ; bat by telling,
with due pathos, the story of the Cross, in all its dignity, its native
" simplicity, and its heavenly grandeur ; by pointing their hearers to
the Great Physician who has « the Balm of Gilead,” who lias the
power to remove forever the desease of sin, with its direful conse-
quences,

And we werc not a little r¢joiced at secing the power of those truths :

- manifested, in the cenviction of twenty five persons, who confessed
their faith in the Son of God, and were introduced by Heaven’s appoint-
ed way, into the Fold of Christ. They will now sing, with the spirit,
this beautiful stanza :—

How hapypy is the Christian’s state,

Hissins are all forziven;

A cheering ray conflrmsthe grace, .
_ And lifts his hopes to heavens
i Tn addition to this, the brethren have been mueh edified, and strength-
j ened, and much good seed has been sown, which will spring up in
" due time. Bofore coming here these Brethren laboured for some time
! in the Township of Derby, and in the Town of Owen Sound; in the
* former place twenty-three persons were immersed, and a Church organ-
l ized upon the foundation of Apostles and prophets, Christ himself
i being the chief corner stone.

May success attend them in all theiz labours.

, Yours &e.,
J. M. Teovr.

Brother H. T. Wood, of Jordan, writing to us last month, observes.
, — We have had five additions to our congregation since last Autumn..
- We have passed through some hard erdeals in this echurch, but I trust
- they will yet be for our benefit.”
Our good brother Hillock, writing from Jordan, 1¢th March says—

¢ My labors having terminated in this country, I can merely say
since I left you I saw six introduced into the kingdom of the Redeemer,,
. 'one of whom was in Jordan, one at Wainfleet, three at Rainham.”
The very social brother Craw, of South Butler, N."Y., writing to us.
under date of March 9th, remarks—
t  “ 'We have had no additions to the church here this winter, but our:
, meetings are well attended and are quite interesting.”

1
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From brethren Joseph Miller and William Palmer we learn that a
little company of the Lord’s disciples meet regularly in Windham-
Centre. The zeal of these brethren is undoubted and their steadfast-
ness has been well tried. These good friends require encouragement
and assistance in the warfare with the powers of the Enemny ; and who
will gladden their hearts by giving them a little belp 1

Brother J. C. Stark, of Massillon, Ohic, tells us that he has scen :
over fifty additions to'the saved family since last Autumnn, '

In our February Exchanges we observe letters and reports informing
us that the ranks of Christ’s disciples have been augmented by receiv- 1
ing one thousand, two hundred, and twalve volunteers in the service of |
t'e Master. DMay they war a good warfare ! '

¢ Revivals,’as they are denominated, are now very prevalent in New |
York, Massachusetts, and other States—some particulars concerning !

which we propose giving hereafter.

!
D. C. g
|
|

Tur Hemsie Hose.—Are you not surprised to find how indepen-
dent of money peace of conscience is, and how much happiness can be |
condensed into the humblest home? A cottage will not hold the bulky
furniture and sumptuous accommodation of a mansion, but if God b
there, a cottage will hold as much happiness as might stock a palace.

(%~ We designed to offer a word in this Number relative to the pre-
priety of the brethren in these British provinces assisting to re-build
Bethany College, but our room this month not permitting, we will in
troduce the subjeet in our next.

{Z~ The good brother ¢ M.” will speak to us all through the Chris-
tian Banner next month.

—————— e

(5 ¢ Examine your Title” is in type, but is deferred.

———

4% ¢ Modern Sudducceism’ is partly set up—but it arrived too late
for this Number.

£~ Will friends everywhere scnd usthe religious news of their res
pective localities ?




