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McGill university

MONTREAL
Faculty of Arts

January 3rd, 1926.Office of the Dican

Sir Artnur Currie, G.C.M.G.,

Principal,
% ,

McGill University.

My dear Principal,

Forgive me for not reporting to you at

an earlier date upon tne problems taken up at the meeting 

between representatives of tne Protestant Committee of the 

Council of Public Instruction and ourselves, neId in your 

office recently.

Li:;

Tne fact is tnat I was not able to give 

any sufficient thougnt to these problems before the short

I now wish, however, to submit the following notes 

for your information, and the information of all parties

vacation.

interested.

The representatives of tne Committee are asking us for 

the very utmost tnat any College could be expected to acnieve

witnout interfering unduly witn tne work wnicn every College 

of tne premier class is expected to do at the present time for 

tne preparation of students for professions and occupations 

otner tnan tne teacning profession.If To offer two years of 

training in all tne foundational subjects of a High Scnool 

curriculum in a small scnool,two furtner years of training in 

special branches for the training of teacners in the larger and 

better equipped scnools, and an adequate complement of 

Professional training in tne Theory and Practice of education, 

all witnin tne limits of four years of University study is tne
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maximum that any institution could possibly be expected to

I do not think that McGill Collegeundertake successfully.
can undertake so mucn as tnis, but I am convinced on the otner 
nand, tnat we can do vastly more tnan we have been doing, and 
I may add tnat the suggestions offered by the representatives 
of tne committee seem to me to point definitely in the right

I am sure, too, that tnese suggestions will be 
cordially received by tne wnole teaching staff of tne College.
One or two preliminary suggestions may be necessary.

If the course of study for the training of teachers at 
tne University be made too rigid and exacting, it may only have 
tne effect of greatly reducing tne number of creditable candidates 
for teaching positions and so defeat its own object, 
always a danger where freedom of interest is unduly sacrificed.

It must always be assumed that local School Boards are 
capable of selecting their teachers with some reasonable degree 
of intelligence and care, 
by licensed teacners should therefore show in some detail tne 
subjects wnich eacn applicant for a position is probably able to 
teach and how successfully.

It must also be assumed, I suggest, tnat teacners are to 
some extent willing and able to improve by self-study their 

knowledge of subjects in which their previous training has been 
Indeed any University graduate who has acquired 

habits of thoroughness and care, especially in fundamental 
subject^, such, for example, as Latin and Mathematics, ought to 
be able to apply tnese same methods and habits to the study of 
other subjects to a sufficient extent to carry pupils as far as

Much more depends upon a few instrumental

direction.

This is

The certificates and diplomas carried

inadequate.

Junior Matriculation.
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subjects done well than upon a large number of subjects done 
in a ragged and imperfect manner.

The scheme I have outlined hereafter is designed wholly 
from the point of view of McGill College and our present organi­
zation, and is intended to snow how far we can go in the direction 
indicated by tne Committee, 
schools the wnole scheme may perhaps be summed up in the following 
formula.

Stated from tne point of view of tne

University Graduates; Candidates for High School Teacning
certificates in tne Province snail inter alia snow University

credits in tne following subjects, viz., one year in History.
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry or Biology, a second year in
eitner Matnematics or Pnysics. and two years in Latin, English
and French or Greek. Tney shall also show three full courses
of University study in tne Tneory and Practice of Education, or
its equivalent in Normal School Training, or successful teaching
experience. A full course of study shall mean two or three hours
of lectures each week, with tne usual complement of Laboratory 
practice in scientific subjects, during a University year of not
less than eight (8) months duration.

If this formula is substantially adopted, the College
with our present arrangements and facilities, to 

put it into operation in the following
Diploma with tne Degree of B.A.

would be able ,

manner.

Tne Requirements for this Diploma snail be as follows:- 
In tne First Year: Latin, Englisn, Mathematics, French or

Greek, History and Physics.
Latin, English, Mathematics or Pnysics,
French or Greek, (continued) and Chemistry 
or Biology.

In tne Second Year :
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In tne Third Year: Any tnree of the above subjects continued, 

one of which shall be a language other 

than Englisn, and an additional class in 

Education or Psychology, or a double 

Honour Course in the Department of Education 

and any one of the above subjects.

Any two of the three continuation subjects 

taken in the third year, and two classes 

from the Department of Education of which

In the Fourth Year :

one snail be a class in School Management 

and Methods, or the Double Honour Course

taken in the Third Year continued.

Diploma with the Degree of M.A.
The Requirements for tnis Diploma shall be as follows : -

(a) The general course outlined above for tne Diploma 

with the degree of B.A. except that regular subjects snail be 

taken instead of tne Honour classes and classes in Education, or, 
(b) a B.A. degree with a First or Second class Honour Course, 

either single or double, in any of tne following departments, 

viz., Classics, English, History, Romance Languages, Germanic 

Languages, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, or Psychology 
and (c) one full year of resident graduate study in the Department 

of Education.

Diploma witn tne Degree of M.Sc.

The Requirements of tnis Diploma snail be as follows : - 

(a) A B.Sc. degree with or witnout Honours, and, 

fb) one full year of resident graduate study in the Department of

Education.
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Suggestions for Discussion.

Tne Diploma with the Degree of B.A. is intended for general 
teaching purposes in the High Schools, the Diploma with the Degree

for teachers of special subjects in the larger High Schools, 
and the Diploma with the degree of M.So. for special teachers in

of M.A.

scientific subjects in the larger High Schools, adequately equipped 
to do creditable work in science. Tne Diploma in each case will 
note on tne face thereof tnat it is given with the degree of B.A. , 
M.A., or M.Se., as tne case may be, from McGill University.

It is impossible to design a single certificate covering all 
tne classes of teachers required in secondary education wihtout 
making the required training in fundamental subjects too feeble. 
Possibly tne Department of Education might grant a Diploma with 
the subjects of tne High Scnool curriculum stated on the margin or 
back, and tnen star or underline tnese subjects to snow, (a) the 
subjects wnicn the holder was specially prepared to teach, fb) the 
subjects which the nolder could teacn well, and, fc) tne subjects 
wnich the holder might teach if required to do so. 
three years of University training would be required for class fa) , 
two years ior class fb), and one year for class fc).

Scnolars who follow the above course for the B.A. degree 
will cover approximately two years in five subjects, three years 
in three subjects, and four years in two subjects, and it is not 
possible to do more tnan this amount well and leave sufficient time 
for tne complement of work necessary in tne Tneory and Practice of 
Education.

tional in any High Scnool Curriculum.

At least

All the Academic subjects will, however, be founda-
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if

SSWork in the University Departments of Philosophy, Political 
Science, Economics, Sociology and Oriental Languages is not taken 
into account as special students in these Departments do not, 
rule, have the necessary personal interests or preparation to become 
adequate teachers to the Secondary Schools, 
meant for otner kinds of ambition.

Students in the B.À. course are allowed an option between 
Mathematics and Physics because a University student who has 
covered two years in one of tuese subjects and one year in the 
other may possibly, with a little self-study, be able to teach 
both of tnem in the weaker High Scnools.

Greek is made an option with French, because to deny this

as a
K

These subjects are Ç4/L--1
l)u (/ M

;

option would virtually mean to prohibit the teaching of Greek in
Greek is just asthe Schools and this would be almost fatal.

foundational to the study of Latin and other languages, and 
Literatures, as Mathematics is to the further study of the Sciences. 
It is a noticeable fact that just as the schools have steadily 
reduced the requirements in Greek and -iathematics, the work of the 
schools and Universities has continued to grow steadily more and more

Only a few will electragged and untidy in all branches of study. 
the Greek option, but these are necessary.

Yours very sincerely,

Dean.
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Sir Arthur Currie.Copy for the information of*.

Dr. 15. I. îexford.
Diocesan Theological College, 
743 UniversIty itrent,
MONTI? :aL, ue.

Dear Dr. Hexford:

I received your letter of Jan. 25, 1926, asking 
for more details In reference to the Education Courses at MoGlll 
tin Ivors lty.

The courses and the hours at which they are (riven 
are outlined In the University calendar. The tonics and pre­
scribed books were mentioned in a report which I cent to Dr. 
Parmelee and yourself In December 1924.

However, In order to make the matter cuite clear,
I give herewith the details as clearly as may be done In writing.

I. Education Course I:

(a) This course Is taken In the third year. The 
class meets on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays iron October 
to- January. z

(b) subjects Included in Course I:

. Principles of Education

. Psychology of Teaching

. History of Education

(o) Prescribed books for tile course are as follows:

"Education" by Thoratike; published by Macmillan Co.;
"Introduction to : eientlflc Vtudy of Education" by Judd,

published by Ginn & Co.;
"Experimental Education" by iîuek, published by Longmans

Green & Co.;
"Principles of Education" by Chapman & Counts, published

by Houghton Mifflin Co.;
"Principles of iecondary Education" by Inglis, published by

Houghton Mifflin Co. (only Parte, I & II 
of this book are taken in Course I, This 
means up to end Including page 384);

.*

~
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2* School and Class Lanugomont:
(a) School administration, and echool law 
and regulations of the Province of iuebec. 
( b) Claes

(c) Prescribed books for
aanagement and discipline.

this course are as follows:
"Principles of Secondary Education" by Inglie fraction III.

vT°^Faffe 384 t0 endh published by Houghton„ Mifflin Co.
Introduction to HI h School Teaching" 

tf.. ... ^ b7 Macmillan Co.
iOuhode of Toaching in High Sohoolen 

by Ginn & Co.
i each. l^g the Coran on Branches"

, Houghton Mifflin Co.
Teaching .oetry In the Grades" by Halliburton & Smith, published 

«*, , , by Houghton Mifflin Co.
sauçâtlonal Measurements and the Classroom Teacher" by

"■adminiFtTf + i 1,111 iland & Jordan, published by Century Co. 
administration and Supervision of the High School" by Johnson 

published by Ginn & Co. 1 *

by Colvin, published 

by Parker, published

by Charters, published by

-2-

"Brief History of Education" by Cubberley, published bv
Houghton Mifflin Co.

Examination includes not only the tonics diseurr«<i 
in the lectures but the subject matter in these books a toowleïge 
of which students are held responsible for. 16 ge

U ï1®? ° .,re-ro'>alclteefo^C.'?aotlio6?nlcll:ingf«MohUho*lnETnnd
; optember between the third and fourth oglnr ln.oars.

II. Education Course II:

*a>4.,Thle c<mrfe lF tak«n in the fourth year. It 
moets tnree times a week on Mondays, -ednesdaye and «"ridait from January to April, and Is taken in the second te™! ^

(b) Subjects included in Course II*
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Pî
4 «4 «H o.

O o ri c ® 
>»

■Po 
>4 c 

H © 0,+» 
a) a *3

2
t "4 

@ O
j

"4
+> 

• r-i 
C Jd

O O
 fi 3 

• O
 B

e « o ec
w ^ c to 

e 4
»

C -3 *3,0 
u
 P

© C 
e 

©

F"

©

-

o

sr
 

h
» n

O
 

3 ©
o 

o
H

 
H

* O -d
tr
* 

H
»©

» 
©

 3
5 

» O
c*3©

<•
>Ü©4

o

H
»

hd
 hi

Q

05

O
S

3

$

l-lpa

c■

. 
4uPî

 p P O
* 

o*
«-

*
C
j.

 ©
 

®
 © o c

+
«+

 W

H

• >» o 
*3^0
© © A 

+=> © 
■e c w

»3
£

H r-i m
~l

0 
<
0 xi

uO
C

R
K -4 -H
©

ti 
4m 

tgl 
-3 *3 
o o 

o 
> 

a
: 

A 
4» +» 

O 
tu 

« ©C H
Et R

H
H

 
•4 3 0 

S-4 O 
w

4
O C o o 

-< © ©
w b © p

 
3 fV

| tQ C
T

oy4
»

o c
r ©

I®.H



m* Méthode of teaching French. Hue jc and drawing;

Approximately twenty hours are devoted to each ofthere subject*?.

w

-3-

, .. _ ^ Examination queetl me are set on the sub lent i«tt»of theee boot* .« well ea on the lectures. stoflenU «, 1 old* 
responsible for u knowledge of the contente of the fl»t 
books of the above llet. uret seven

Oommîttn» ^ understood that before makln - a report your ; ub-

ssifî-uSKsrsÿ izssr
of*vlew? hlCh W* would llke t0 haT® decided from both pointeIL

vear is r»»n f°a wil1 thue Observe that 
ear 1l really very heavy. the work in the f urth

the burden of **r 1 ™ ü.‘ have ?onEult',id «bout
I think le tupoortod bySalï the ?.»?r Ï? .tte ooncluel n, whloh
con bo made to t: e work In eÎ^.ÎÎÜ 1 “fit furtl er «««tlo.
o high school dtplo-e while'the ÎJïïe t0 î° r,'»Qlr“«Bte *»
for under-graduates. It meï be “ îf lmnent
Onlvere 1 tvr*rm 7JIlL.* be remembered that^accordlng to t)eolaeces a? an ext™ ^ °ï* *tadente muet take thèse Education
at: a hdf'oomeSmf^ T*1?" °ourEO I Course I & II) counts 
an honors a.” dogree subjeot only for those students who take

GtA-A'w

tfror f,'OCh Education Couree meets fortlrrei ar prescribed for
lecturer a week.

.. the fame number of
other University cour eee, namely, three

IV. Practice Teaching*

LOS, on. ere Orltlols»

'e) ^„lr?yaSdlf'<la7* iaZln* tieptember Preceding the fourth 

(bj about twenty-five half 
end of the fourth -days in Hay and Juno after theyear.
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( 1) Should the professional training for high school 
diplomaf require an extra year after /graduation?

(2) Do conditions In uebee require the maintenance of 
the present system of Including orofessional training In the 
last two years of the Arte course?

(3) Should special general courses for a B.A. degree be 
recommended to Intending teachers?

I had hoped that your Committee would have a 
meeting with Sir *rthar Currie and rone of the LoGlll staff In 
connection with these questions before your reoort Is Issued.

A

Yours faithfully.

Dean, School for Teachers 
Kacdonald College, 
Professor of Education, 
McGtill University.

i'i ft
" 3.
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MACDONALD COLLEGE
railway Stations. Express and Telegraph Offices: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
POST OFFICE:

MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA

January 27, 1926.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, t*ue.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I enclose herewith for your information a corny 

of a letter I have just sent to Dr. E. I. hexford in connection 

with High School Diplomas and the courses at McGill University 

given at nresent, and which cover all the requirements laid 

down "by the regulations and also by the Central Board Oi Exam­

iners.

In the last sentence of his letter he says"this 

will help us in deciding upon the terms of our report." This 

makes me feel that he is making a report without having the 

conference which I had supposed to have been arranged, 

therefore, suggesting that to him and sending you also a cony 

of the letter so that you may have both before you.

Yours faithfully,

8

It I am,■

?B

Çit ■

St|| Dean.B.mIf
; -
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Copy for the information of; Sir Arthur Carrie.

Montreal
Diocesan Theological College.

January 25th, 1926.
743 University Street

. 3s q 
forDe an

Macdora Id College, 
Que.

Dear Dean Laird:-

The Sub-committee 

considering the profest iohal 

nurpose at McGill and Lennoxville.

on High School Diplomas 

courses provided 
In order to 

a little more 

professional
Would you kindly let me have a state- 

and weeks covered by each 
Providing in the 3rd and 4th 

Practise of education.

of our reoort.

has been 
for this 
helo as in 

detail in reference 
training at McGill, 

lent of the hoars 
which you are 
in the theory and

in deciding upon the terms

oar investigation we would like

to the course offered for

of the courses

years .arts Course 
This will help

as

I remain,

Yours faithfully,
ELSOU I. BEXFOBD, 

Convenor of Sub-Committee.

I
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My dear Dr. Rexf ord,

I hare received your letter of the 25th

Instant in which you set down three questions for me to answer,

and td these questions I wish to reply as follows.

I have been urging with emphasis for some 

time past the obvious necessity of making a full time appoint­

ment to the Ohair of Education in McGill University, and I shall

Just what the Board of 
Governors are prepared to do and when, however, I am at present 

unable to predict.

continue to do so in the future,

It would not only be possible but highly 
desirable, if an appointment were made, to offer a full course 

of study in Education during the third and fourth years which 

students, intending to follow the teaching profession afterwards.

-1

m might associate with the academic subjects in which they are most 

interested and which they expect to teach after they have received 

their degrees.

«

It would also be quite possible to offer these 
courses of study for one year after graduation to all students

who might wish to follow the subject of Education for theiri
raster's degree, having devoted the whole of their undergraduate 

work to their academic studies. I have advocated this policy 
lor the preparation of advanced teachers not only in this province

cGrlll University 

Faculty of Arts
COPY

Principal E.I. Rexford,
Diocesan Theological College, 

743 University street, 
Montreal.

Dean's Office January 27, 1926.

.:aii -'•V
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COPY

D.I.Rexford, 2.

but In other Canadian provinces. With an amply equipped
Department of Psychology such as we shall have after the oom-

quite possible for us, 

préparation 
Personally I believe that

pletion of the new building, it would be 
I think, to feature successfully the professional 
on high school teachers at McGill. X
this is the one obvious practical aoasure which the University 
can take to improve toe educational work of toe Mgh aohoola i„ 
the province and thus to ultimately raise the standard of
scholarship in the Univers! ty itself.

I need scarcely add, however, that there is one 
trouble v/ith the teaching profession in this and in all Canadian 

oan cure and that is the ridiculous 
in the teaching profession.

provinces which no University 
insufficiency of the salaries offered 
It is really absurd to expect a man to spend five years of

to equip himself for a 
as our teachers are at present. 

Yours very truly,

successful University education in order
profession so poorly remunerated

(Sgd.) Ira A. Maokby
Dean

Ï ijf: Ï

♦ V
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Montreal
COPY

Diooesan Theological College

January 25th, 1926.743 University Street

Professor Ira A. Mao May, Ph.D 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, 
McGill University,
MONTREAL.

DI.D• » • *

Dear Dr. MaoEay:-
It has been felt for some time that the conditions 

under which High School Diplomas are granted by our Central Board
A sub-Committee of the Protestant Committeerequire revision, 

is now engaged upon this work.
It will greatly facilitate our work in this 

connection if we could get information upon the following points:-
Is it the intention to fill the Chair of 

Education at McGill University by the appointment of a full-time 
professor in the near future?

2. Would it be desirable or possible to offer 
an extra year to candidates in the Arts course who desire to qualify 
as head teachers in our High Schools?

1. »

3. In the case of the appointment of a full-time 
professor would it be possible to make more extern ed provision for 
subjects connected with professional education as a regular part of 
the Arts course in the 3rd and 4th years?

Any information that you can give us upon these 
points will be greatly appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

ÏSgd.) Bison I Rexford
Convener of Sub-Committee

ilv
f-■
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MeUll Unlver Ity* eoenber lv;i6*

Yw O'O!' .turtonf: totals?

Wlieh end •'renek eeei*$ to be generally oh area for 
degre ooiumes by eendldetoe for diplomas* Bo student* were without 
Rorao instruction In !?nr:lleh and irenoh. out of t) irty-eeven etude rtf, 
23 hod three year*» Instruction In Sngllsh end 26 In /retwh. But 
1» Latin and Mathematics the condition is not so eetiefactory» your 
had taken no Latin, 9 had taken no kathenatlcs, and E8 had taken only 
one year of Latin end S3 only one year In Ma thereat ice.

History is in a aorewhat intermediate per It ion* dix had 
taken no history, 14 had taken history lor three year®, 11 for two 
ye ore, and 8 for only one year*

Fhye 1er, : this is the ooKrjonoct of chool science rubjeote. 
Tet 82 had no Physios, 13 had one year of Phyelee and 8 two years 
of Shyelco*

Cî^aistry: 83 had taken no 0remis try, 10 one year, 8 
two yeare and one a three year courre*

Twelve had taken a year1! course in Qeology, 14 had taken 
courre» in ISeenomice», 3 in Philosophy, 20 in Biology and 4 in other 
a «lentes*

fifteen students had taken courses in daman, 4 in Ore ok
and 2 in Hebrew.

Third fear lion Jtiidonte: Total 9

One student hod no iSnglleh, one no frenoh, two students 
had no Latin, one student had no Mathematics, one etudent had no 
History* The folio * i g number* of students had only one year of the 
eabjecte mentioned below:

Bugllsh 
french
Latin 
History 
Mathematics

Thus a very large proportion of the clear took little 
of those school subject* beyond the flrrt year*

3 etndenti •
4 *
4 ”

4 "

4 "

tw

V
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Bagne*
ftewh
Latin
ÈtethematlOi; 
Ht® tory

‘":r 0 following etttdemtt ber» taken ne ooo*»ee In the under»
ruentl >r: ed t abj eot$$ :

Latin 
History 
■r hematlem 
Phyeler 
Chemin try

âXl had « or.e eoiunsee In Sngllefc and Frenoh*

The following he 1 only hod one year In the under-usent t ned

1 student
8 *

w3
8 w
8 n

e abject*” $

9ngll«h
Fronoh
Latin
ih the* tier 
Fkyeiee 
Chem la try

«student
w
«I
tt

*
n

?he following oourwee were taken whloh are not nchooloourr ‘P :

ïeon oral or 
Phil oc ephy

6 etudentr •
3 *

Fourth Year Student®:

Fearhene, however, the heat under»tending of tie ore «nt 
el tuition oen be obtained from the examination of the fourth year 
eindent®*

Fourth Year ‘Vornn Jtudor.t* ; Totui 34

eo te* "» » no Latin, 7 ne luthnnnttw.
4u no Fhynlee, 19 no Ofaemletty md 8 no tile tory*

The following took only one year of the Pubjeotr mentioned*

Ü

I

g

. 1*
■■■■ImSSBrnBjSBUgmmmg^M

f . ..J

à
y

—i*—

:

à

1
■

1es se
«♦»

H
 re

 r:
 H

H
M

«S
H

H
«Q 19* W

W

fi■s-i

c c -* c
ÏS

H
5

r>
«4

3
O1 •* 9

e 
4 x

S
5

« 4» O
4» K p

3-

**
£ t-s

3?
Si

eIsi
o

w
3

N
et

Se 
• O

ïh
;

O C £ ï
A
i >

 „*9 e
4» N *» U 
fi 5

• «— ©'
e s 3 

e
sis

ss
0 

3»
 

H
 »

&
 »S»

H
H

 
3 ®

«4
 

3 0
P*

—5 §;
i*

t
e 

e <
♦ c

 r*
R

 H Ms °
 S’ 

y
s O o 

ar
a

cc
e «

« s|*
|S

I <s
d

» «
4

sr
 o

^
Ecis

W

3?
 s> 

m
 et

<4
 «

te
 y

c F
 car

 * 
9 

A
û-

^8
o e a 

e 
3 a

 o 
to

3 l*
*"

3e 
e 3

»
et

 •—
 <8

 e



_______ ______________________________________________________________________ _
H?■

-3*
;

ttbjoot? not oomonly t*4toa in school «re «6 foil we $

2 student* •Semen
Sreek
liebyew
Sociology
3eanomie® 
xlbilcwopby

$ ”
3 *
1 H
2 *
1 *

BrsSBxSSrsS r£2alunirercity, ,ately ette* mtrleeletlon.i£« them ties
.

SB
■

• ■ r

E



MEMORAITOUM COIÏCEPJ7HG QUÀLIFIGATIONS POE HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS.

That at least two years of undergraduate werk should he required 
from candidates for high school diplemas in each of the following 
subjectsLatin, Mathematics, English, French and History and 
two additional subjects of which Science for two years shall be one.

practise teaching and school administration.

£»
to methods,

Thao under the existing conditions of time and staff very little 
improvement can be expected in the present scheme of training*

dilates t■*?* theJP£f£ssional training of can-
Î v thS Chair of Education at university should be filled by a full time professor.

4.
: ,

5. :nat> *7l^h th® appointment #f a full time professor of Education
M?ïoms |ïsMSposSï1yrSnp?fTid9d0“4twfIfr3etiôlf-30h001 '

16/ i- giving vhe subject of education, theoretical and 
F a-otical, a more prominent place and a greater relative v&lue 
ILn the regular Arts course.

, Proyiding a thorough course in education, theoretical
for ¥heM7Aaldegreelie departmont of graduate studies qualifying

tA

to



t

The United Theological College '

MONTREAL
PRINCIPAL:

Rev. James Smyth, D.D., LL.D,

DEAN:
Rev. D. L. Ritchie, D.D.

DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE STUDIES : 
Rev. R. E. Welsh, M.A., D.D.

756-758 UNIVERSITY STREET

5^

■'i

mm

£__

m g? mm
m.

■ - " y ,m-imm.

yfcttrw. c s~*r?rm
/

4%c<ï£m£ ./* cf^ ^ ^j^r
a m/(d4^c

- m2rzt<^

a&

~Y*f
Cl^

^2^0^ Lof

mm&c/ <3^2^; 
^~ry£y

s



The United Theological College

MONTREAL
PRINCIPAL:

Rev. James Smyth, D.D., LL.D.

DEAN:
Rev. D. L. Ritchie, D.D.

DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE STUDIES : 

Rev. R. E. Welsh. M.A.. D.D.

756-758 UNIVERSITY STREET

-• 'I

7t zZ A/- AA rtocf
■ J- ^

..^

'Aéol/

.

J%f=-

cx>

-1X7

s?

m

zzzxUv ^ Â A* Z Z?

x^y« 7-W -*

SISSS®



(

HOTES OH UHIVERSITY EDUCATION AND TRAIHIHG OH TEACHERS
AT LIcGILL COLLEGE.

The representatives of the Committee are asking us for the 
very utmost that any College could be expected to achieve without 
interfering unduly with the work: which every College of the premier 
class is expected to do at the present time for the preparation of 
students for professions and occupations other than the teaching 
profession. To offer two years of training in all the foundational 
subjects of a high scnool curriculum in a small school, two further 
years of training in special branches for the training of teachers 
in the larger and better equipped schools, and an adequate complement 
of Professional training in the Theory and Practice of education, all 
within the limits of four years of University study is the maximum 
that any institution could possibly be expected to undertake success­
fully .
this, but I am convinced, on the other hand, that we can do vastly 
more than we have been doing, and I may add that the suggestions 
offered by the representatives of the Committee seem to me to point 
definitely in the right direction.
suggestions will be cordially received by the whole teaching staff 
of the College.

!

aj
'

I
I do not think that McGill College can undertake so much as

I am sure, too, that thesemm

One or two preliminary suggestions may be necessary.
If the course of study for the training of teachers at the 

University be made too rigid and exacting, it may only have the effect 
of greatly reducing the number of creditable candidates for teaching 
positions and so defeat its own object, 
where freedom of interest is unduly sacrificed.

This is always a danger

It must always be assumed that local School Boards are 
capable of selecting tneir teachers with some reasonable degree of 
intelligence and care. The certificates and diplomas carried by 
licensed teachers should, therefore, show in some detail the subjects 
which each applicant for a position is probably able to teach and how 
successfully. It must also be assumed, I suggest, that teachers 
are to some extent willing and able to improve by self-study their 
knowledge of subjects in which their previous training has been 
inadequate. Indeed any University graduate who has acquired habits 
of thoroughness and care, especially in fundamental subjects, such, 
for example, as Latin and Mathematics, ought to be able to apply 
these same methods and habits to the study of otner subjects to a 
sufficient extent to carry pupils as far as Junior Matriculation, 
luuch more depends upon a few instrumental subjects done well than 
upon a large number of subjects done in a ragged and imperfect 
manner.

The scheme outlined hereafter represents the conclusions of 
the Faculty and the Special Committee working on this subject up to 
aate. _ This course of study may he varied in some details by the 
Faculty itself before it is prepared to put its imprimatur upon a 
final plan, but the substantial outline of the plan is already pretty 
fully approved.

'

• .

I

*

S'



A. Diploma with the degree of B,A.The requirements of this diploma shall be as follows : - 
In the first year:- Latin,

English,
Matnematics,
French,
History,

and Physics or Greek.

i

j
In the second year:- Latin,English,

Mathematics,
French or History,

and a second science or Greek (continued).
■

In the third year: - -any two of tne above subjects in thesecond year continued, an additional subject 
and one class in Education or Educational 
Psychology;

An honour course in one of the above- 
mentioned subjects and a class in Education.

In the fourtn year:- Any one of the two continuation subjectstaken in the third year, an additional subject 
and two classes from the Department of 
Education;

The honour course taken in the third year 
continued and an additional class in Education.

■

or

or

B. Diploma with tne degree of M.A. or LI.Sc.
The requirements for this diploma shall be as follows:-

A B.A* or B.Sc. degree from the University and one further 
full year of resident post-graduate study during wnicn the major part 
of the students’ work has been taken in tne Department of Education.

Suggestions for Discussion.
The diploma with the degree of B.A, is intended for general 

teaching purposes in the high schools, the diploma with the degree of 
M.A. for teachers of special subjects in the larger high schools, and. 
tne diploma with the degree of M.Sc. for special teachers in scientific 
subjects in the larger high schools, adequately equipped to do credit-

The diploma in each case will note on the 
face thereof that it is given with the degree of B.A. , M.A. or M.Sc-., 
as the case may be, from McGill University.
able work in science.

It is impossible to design a single certificate covering all 
the classes of teachers required in secondary education without making 
the required training in fundamental subjects too feeble. Possibly 
the Department of Education might grant a diploma with the subjects 
of the high school curriculum stated on the margin or back, ano^ unen 
star or underline these subjects to show, (a) tne subjeets which the 
holder was specially prepared to teach, (h) the subjects which the 
holder could teach well, and (c) the subjects whicn the noleer might 
teach if required to do so. At least three years ox University
training wotild be required for class fa) , two years for clxSù (b ) 
and one year for class (c).

ov:



3.

Sreefc is made an option with Science, because to deny this 
option would virtually mean to prohibit the teaching of Greek in the 
echo-ele and this would be almost fatal. Greek is just as founda­
tional to the study of latin and other languages, and ''literatures as 
Mathematics is to the further study of the Sciences. It is a notice­
able fact that just as the schools have steadily reduced the require­
ments in Greek and Mathematics, the work of the schools and Universi­
ties^ has continued to grow steadily more and more ragged and untidy in 
all dranches of study. Only a few will elect the Greek option and 
these few will not disturb the suggested training appreciably.

*

Scholars who follow the above course for the B.a. degree will 
cover approximately two years in five or six subjects, three years in 
three subjects, and four years in two subjects, and it is not"possible 
to do more than this amount well and leave sufficient time for' the 
complement of work necessary in the Theory and Practice of Education. 
All the academic subjects will, however, be foundational in any high 
school curriculum, two years in five or six subjects, three years in 
three subjects, four years in two subjects and three classes in 
Education cover -the whole nineteen courses now required for a degree, 
and to increase the number of these courses will seriously injure the 
value of the degree itself and only result in turning out"a number of 
graduates who would not know any one subject or group of subjects 
sufficiently well to teaon them well in even the poorer class of 
secondary school.
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January 21st, 1927.

Rev. Dr. E. X. Rexford, 
Principal. Diocesan College, 
743 University Street, 
Montreal.

Dear Dr. Rexford: —

i - Let me acknowledge receipt ofyour letter of yesterday.

_ . v * may say that the statement which
Pr6Pared has been discussed briefly and in- 

at a meetlne of the Faculty of Arts held 
r ,!? rr ?inai discussion has been postponed toV y,a?-f Immediately following that meeting„ 3 ^ 2 x " orward you the conclusions reached by the 
.faculty. I regret the delay.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

Jk



fHontreal
0io«san ôt^eologiral (College

743 UNIVERSITY STREET

January 2Oth,1927.

Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B., 

McGill University,

II.1.,

M0ITR3AI.

Dear Sir A.rth.ur: -

At a conference between members of the 

University and members of the Protestant Committee, held 

before the Christmas holidays the subject of the Academic 

and Professional training for candidates for High School 

Diplomas was carefully considered and many interesting and 

helpful suggestions came out in the Conference.

It was understood at the close of the 

Conference that the members of the University would take 

up the question raised and provide a statement as t o the 

most desirable course fa) in reference to Academic training, 

and (b) in reference to Professional training.

I shall be gàad to get this statement 

as early as possible in order that the final statement may 

be presented for adoption at the February meeting of the 

Protestant Committee,

Yours faithfully

l
Elson I. Rexford, 

Chairman of the Sub-Corar.ittee.
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DL 10 IOC2STANDING- SUB- C 0 MMI T TEE S OF TEE PRO TESTAIS COMMITTEi 
(Re-constituted-November 25th, 1952)

JS

1. CONSOLIDATION 2. SUPERIOR EDUCATION GRANT3
1. Mr . A.IC, Camei on (Convener)
2. Mr. P.C. Duboyce
3. Hon. A.R.McMaster
4. Dr. A. H. Me Greer
5. Mr. Malcolm T. Robb
6. Dr. G.'7.Parmelee ^
7. Hon. l 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 * 117. G.Mitchell

1. Mr. P.C.Duboyce (Convener)
2. Dr. U. 0.Rothney
3. Dr. G. 7.Parmelee
4. Miss C, I.MacKenzie
5. Mr. H.R.Cockfield
6. Hon. U. G.Mitchell

3. POOR MUNICIPALITIES GRANTS 4. HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA QUAIIFICATIOHS
1. Hon. ..o.Hullock (Convener)
2. Mr. Malcolm T. Robb
3. Dr. U.L.Shurtleff 
4* Dr. T.r. 0.Rothney 
5. Hon. ",r. G. Mitchell

1. Dr. G.1 r.Parmelee ( Convener )•*
2. Dr. '7. 0.Rothney
3. Professor Fred Clarke
4. Hon. Justice W.L.Bond
5. Dean Laird
6. Hon. V/.G.Mitchell

5. EDUCATIONAL meetings
1* Dr. A.H.McGreer (Convener)
2. Dean Laird
3. Mr. A.K.Cameron
4. Mr. H.R.Cockfield
5. Hon. ’7.g.Mitche 11

SPECIAL SUB-COMMITTSES
1. SCHOOL INSPECTION 2. RETARDED CHILDREN

1. Dr. E.I.Rexford (Convener)
2. Dr. G A 7. Parme lee*
3. Hon. A.R.McMaster
4. Dr. ,r.0.Rothney
5. Professor Fred Clarke
6. Dr. Percival
7. Hon. U.G.Mitchell

COURSE OF STUDY & CONTINUAT!OU 
YEAR ------ -------

1. Dr. E.I.Rexford (Convener)
2. Professor Carrie Derick
3. Dr. G.rr. Parmelee*
4. Hon. A.R.McMaster
5. Professor Fred Clarke
6. Mies C.I„MacKenzie
7. Hon. W.G.Mitchell

3. 4. NORMAL TRAINING CONDITIONS

1. Mr. Howard Murray (Convener)
2. Mr. P.C » Dub oyce
3. Mr. Malcolm T. Robb
4. Dr.
5. Dean Laird
6. Professor Fred Clarke
7. Dr. u.o.Rothney
8. Miss C.I.MacKenzie
9. Dr.

t 10. Eon. A.R.MeMaster
11. Hon. U.G.Mitche11

1. Dr. G. T7. Parmelee ( Convener-V.
2. Dr. E.I.Rexford
3. Mir. Howard Murray
4. Professor Fred Clarke
5. Mr. A.K.Cameron
6. Hon. U.G.Mitchell

G. u.Parmele

J,A.Nicholson

5. SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
1. Dr. G.W.Parmelee (Convener'
2. Mr. P.C.Duboyce
3. Dr. W.0.Rothney
4. Hon. W.G.Mitchell
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Professor Carleton '.7. Stanley, 
Assistant to the Principal, 

McGill University,
Montreal.

For the information o ■ the 

Principal upon his return.

H. M.

March 25th, 1931•
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Dr. *. P. Perciv&l,
Director of Protestant Education, 

Department of Education, 
Quebec.

\

The real essence of the request by the Super­
intendent la that the School In question (and others akin to It which 
may be now or later on established) is wasting its time by having 
students employed in the study of Shorthand and Typewriting for 3 
full years, whereas they can acquire this mechanical proficiency In 
one year. In fact, in outside Commercial Colleges students do this

I deny at once as utterly untenable the 
theory that Shorthand and Typing in themselves have any cultural val­
ue whatever. In my long business experience I have at least some 
claim to a knowledge of the people who enter the business world 
equipped as stenographers. It may be that Stenography can be used 
as an instrument whereby cultural values can be attained, as, for in­
stance, in its employment in the further study of English, but no one 
can produce aqy logical argument to show that the possession of 
these mechanical subjects has qualified the recipient to be called 
an educated erson because his mental equipment has been either 
broadened or stimulated thereby.

1. That these subjects have some cultural 
value.

2, Th$-t the Course of Study of which these 
form a pert consists of English, French, 
Mathematics, History and a Science subject. 
(It may be assumed that this Science subject 
Is presumably either Botany,Physics,Chem­
istry, Biology or General Science.)

much obliged for your letter of the 31st 
enclosing copy of a communication from the Superintendent of Schools, 
Montreal, and in addition letter from the Principal of the Commercial 
High School, Montreal. The purport of these letters is the claim for 
recognition in marks and as an optional subject of the combined study 
of Shorthand and Typing. There appear to be two grounds for this 
requests-

I

Dear Dr. Percivals-
l
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work in 8 aoûthe.
It may he true that in the A years course in 

these schools they have 5 obligatory subjects, 
laying down a course with 6 obligatory subjects.
question are entirely without Geography, Physical Geography, Latin

They have, however, the subject of Account­
ing or B okkeepiqg, anti we have always allowed credits for that 
subject. It follows, therefore, that if a student Is actually o- 
bliged to take 5 obligatory subjects, which they claim are taken, end 
in addition takes Bookkeeping, then such student has fulfilled all 
our requirements and can obtain the Biniaua of marks established for 
the School Leaving Certificate.

he, however, are 
These students in

or Greek Music or Art.

The answer to this is that not ell of the students 
take Accounting or Bookkeeping, and yet wish to slip through and obtain 
the same reward as those who do better work both in the School itself 
and in our regular High Schools.

This is not a question of our Committee being a 
generous one; it is a question of fairness to the other Setools and 
the maintenance of the standard of our School Leaving Certificate. I 
a® opposed entirely to credits being given to the subjects of Shorthand 
and Typewriting and the resulting diluted evaluation of the Certificate.

If recognition is given to these two subjects as 
having cultural value, then we might as well concede tft&t the person 
«ho ap lies himself to acquiring the art of hair-cutting or paper— 
hanging has through this concentration of effort broadened end matured 
his mental attributes and thereby acquired a degree of culture equal 
to that which we hop© and trust is acquired by our High School students 
under the regime to which we insist they ahal conform,

Notwithstanding ’sy fir® opinion, Î *111» of course, 
as Convenor of the Sub-Committee out your cost7unies.11.on. bef ^r© it on 
Friday next.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd) Ho?/ard. Murray

hm/fm

o 
-
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March £ 6 th , 1931,

Howard Murray, Esq,, 
Aldrod Building, 
Montreal, i, Q,

Dear Kr # Murrey ,

smakBSHT
1b 0, Eothney, Profeseor of Eansation in

• C;jLieer0* 2 r-n toi<i that apropos of
jj harangue* tho undergraduate* of Blehope on the hollowness of a university

!rTr\U!îhrti9!l d0dt; Uüt laoluUe typewriting 
ant, shorthand ae conpuleory eub.leste.

W

Yours faithfully,

otrs

-;V, 81I**--. ■ ’
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January
fwenty-first

1922.

1

Br. G. /. Parmelee,
Dept, of Pullio Instruction, 
uebee, P. ..

:.a Boar br. parmelee:-

I have your letter of
January 12th reminding me that all the criti­
cisms and suggestions that members of the 
Protestant Goamittee of the Gounoll of Public 
Instruction wish to make in regard to the 
Memorandum for ?o‘-ohers on Religious an-' Moral 
’'.ducation ‘ere to be handed in to you not 
later than the 20th of January.

let me frankly admit that until 
tne meeting ’hich I ttended in December X had 
not given this aestion any consideration. I 
have read over the Memorandum several times and 
: do not- like it. I do not think it should be 

rpublished in the fora in hie'h it now is. I 
understand this course in Religious and Moral 
-.attention is given fc- the purpose of developing 
character, but I do not believe that we are going 
about it in the right way ip asking teachers to 
read a few passages of scripture, giving their 
own interpretation thereof. I would be afraid 
that they would interpret these things too 
literally and that false impressions would be 
lext in the minds of the children. /

i/1

>
V

I do not know hat the other 
• members of the Prot start Committee think about 

tnie course. I would not like to feci that I 1 
■would be the only one objecting to it, but yet, 
frankly, l consider it' needs a créât doe. I. more 
consideration. If it com s up for final ratifi­
cation or otherwise at our next meeting I shall 
have to vote against it, although I realize it 
is an exceedingly important matter. I have not

■
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Er. G, ..Parmelee 2

ïitime to outline now all the reasons which have 
xoroec; mo to come to this conclusion.

«

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

x

\
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s Department of fibubltc instruction
©uebet, ©.When replying give at 

the head of your letter this 
number.

50/22
Address your answer to 

“The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Quebec, P. Q." January 12th, l;-22.

Dear Sir

This note is simply to remind you that it was agreed 
at the last meeting of the Protestant Committee of the Council 
of Public Instruction, that all criticisms and suggestions that 
members wish to make in regard to the Memorandum for Teachers 
on Religious and Moral Education, of which you have a copy in 
type, should be sent to me not later than the twentieth of 
this month.I

In order that the next report of the sub-committee on the 
Course of Study may be fully appreciated, a copy of all criti­
cisms will be^ given to each member of the Committee before the 
üecruary meeting, as well as a copy of the report of the sub-comini- 
w^ee, should such report be placed in my hands one clear week 
bel ore the meeting of the general committee.

Yours faithfully,

7

Secretary

-

Ik.
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*** Address your answer to 
“ The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Quebec P. Q.”

*

«

X -

department of public instruction 
Quebec, p. <$LWhen replying give at 

the head of your letter this 
number.
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department of public instruction
(Buebec, $î* ©.«3- When replying give at 

the head of your letter this 
number.

<®" Address your answer to 
“The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Quebec, P. Q." January 25th,1922.

Sir Arthur Currie,K.C.B LL.r.,• t

Me Gill University,Montreal,0.ue. 

Dear Sir Arthur,

1 have your letter of the 21st instant in regard 

to the Mémorandum for Teachers on Religious and Moral Education.

It will receive due consideration.

Yours very truly,

r^\

Secretary.
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department of Education
©uetiet, ©.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE
SUPER INTENDENT

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number.

LIONEL BERGERONW. P. PERCIVAL
FRENCH SECRETARY AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT.

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT 
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION.

No.

Replies should be addressed 
to “The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q.”

November 30th, 1932

0•M.G •, K.C.3.t LL.D»,Sir Arthur Currie, G. 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q,.

Dear Sir

I have received your* letter of November 24th, 
together with a copv of the Annual Report of the Corporation 
of McGill for 1931-1932.

The statements concerning the schools of the Pro­
vince made on pages 44 and 45 to which you have particularly 
drawn my attention are very gratifying and I wish to record 
my appreciation of the fact that you have published the 
findings of the survey of the achievements of the class of 
1931.

I esteem highly the expression contained in your 
letter concerning the co-operation that I have been able 
to give to McGill University. I realize that I must continue 
to work with the universities in order to promote the best 
interests of Protestant education in this Province.

Yours truly,

Director of rrotestant EducationA/

z
içÇuî y*M.
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7EDITORIAL NOTES

EDITORIAL NOTES

18 per cent higher than those/ The annual report of McGill Lni- 
versity for 1931-32 pays a high tribute from the Province of Ontario, 
to the quality of the Protestant Supe­
rior Schools of the Province. The fine 
co-operation of McGill and Bishop s Cookshirc, whose death at the end of 
universities with the Department of November last was deplored by so 
Education and the Protestant Com- manyj Was for a short time Inspector of 
mittee began under the leadership of schools in Bonaventure county before 
Sir William Dawson and has subsisted ^e Bonaventure and Gaspé districts 
for over three-quarters of a century.
It has been a spirit of co-operation Rev. l j. King. Mr. Buckland was a 
which has assisted progress all the way chaplain in the World War, and up to 
from the rural elementary school to the ^he last he was ever active in looking 
university, and we still look for the after the interests of returned 
local historian who will tell the story of 
the men who, in the early days of 
“small things”, made their way from 
little rural schools to the university appreciate the exercises on the text of 
and then into the liberal professions.

were
/

The late Rev. A. W. Buckland of
:

were united under the inspectorship of

men.

Teachers of French in Grade IX will

“L’Aventure de Jacques Gerard”, fur­
nished by Miss Tanner for this issue. 
The natural method in modern lan-/

/ Sir Arthur Currie, the principal of guages makes constant practice in the 
McGill, states that the result of a sur- idiomatic phrases and in the correct 

showed that there were twenty-six grammatical forms quite as important

i
■

vey
capital students in the Graduating as in the older methods, and exercises 
Class of 1931 who had made an average such as those furnished by Miss Tanner

over have to be followed earnestly if they 
are to serve the proper ends in lan­
guage teaching. We may add that if 
teachers find the questions, etc., a time

of approximately 70 per cent and 
in all their subjects of their Fourth 
Year, and that nineteen of these were 
from the Province of Quebec and seven 
from outside the Province. The num- saving device, Miss Tanner will be 
ber of students who graduated, with ready to continue the series. Responses 
honours, from the Province of Quebec should be sent early to Miss 1 anner or 
was forty, and from elsewhere sixteen, to the Educational Record. The article 
It was also found that the examination by Miss Marion A. Smith, Assistant 
results of students from the Province Supervisor of French, will also be wel- 
of Quebec in the freshman year 1931 corned by teachers.
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EDUCATIONAL RECORD8

PHYSICS FOR GRADE XI

We are requested by Dr. Percival to insert the following announcement:—

The examination for Grade XI in Physics for June next will be based upon 
the course outlined on page 4 of the Supplement to the Memoranda of Instruc­
tions to Teachers dated September 1st, 1932.

A review of the work of Grade X will not be required.

MEMORANDA FOR TEACHERS

edition of the Memoranda will be issued this year, but a Supple-
application to the DepartmentNo new

ment will be prepared and will be available 
by the fifteenth of August.

Teachers are requested to carefully guard the present Memoranda in order
the number at the Department is very

on

|i that they may be available next year, as
limited.

THE DEPRESSION

, like those of the other provinces and of the 
- less affected by the world depression.

The teachers of this Province

ZX ToiXllZ ZZZ, have been le, ahectec, by serious salary
decreases than have many teachers elsewhere; and the majority of our rura 
boards in particular, which have had the greatest difficulty in collecting taxes, 
are to be commended for their efforts to keep the schools running as usual.

The

In this article we wish to say something about the ultimate cause of the worM 
wide depression. Teachers of history are aware that all great wars are followe 
by economic injury to the countries concerned. To take only modern history, 
there was the Thirty Years’ War in Europe from 1618 to 1648 It took one 
hundred years for the devastated countries to get back to what they were eco­
nomically before 1618. It was for that reason that at the end of the Seven 
Years’ War in the eighteenth century, Frederick the Great decided that it should 
not take as long in proportion to restore Prussia. How he succeeded in ten years, 
by going directly among the people and advising them about their crops and then- 
small industries—like Turgot in France and Jean Talon in New France—is 
graphically told in the tenth volume of Carlyle’s “Frederick the Great".
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DISCIPLINE 11

wherever a hope of progress opened; and here I made the experience which I 
have often repeated since, and laid to heart as regards intellectual work also, 
that enormous difficulties may be overcome when they are attacked in earnest. 
Sometimes I found mvselt so hedged in by fissures that escape seemed absolutely 
impossible; but close and resolute examination so often revealed a means of exit, 
that I felt in all its force the brave verity of the remark of Mirabeau, that the 
word “impossible” is a mere blockhead of a word. It finally became necessary 
to reach the shore, but I found this a work of extreme difficulty. At length, 
however, it became pretty evident that, if 1 could cross a certain crevasse, my 
retreat would be secured. The width of the fissures seemed to be fairly within 
jumping distance, and if I could have calculated on a safe purchase for my 
foot I should have thought little of the spring ; but the ice on the edge from which 
I was to leap was loose and insecure, and hence a kind of nervous thrill shot 
through me as I made the bound. The opposite side was fairly reached, but 

involuntary tremor shook me all over after I felt myself secure. I reached 
the edge of the glacier without further serious difficulty, and soon after found 
myself steeped in the creature comforts of our hotel”.

At the end of the other book, called “Mountaineering in 1861”, he says:

“To the habits of the mountaineer Milton’s opinion regarding the utility of 
teaching the use of weapons to his pupils is especially applicable. Such exercises 
constitute ‘a good means of making them healthy, nimble, and well in breath, 
and of inspiring them with a gallant and fearless courage, which, being tempered 
with seasonable precepts of true fortitude and patience, shall turn into a native 
and heroic valour, and make them hate the cowardice of doing wrong’. Fare­
well”.

-

an

In education much might be gained, perhaps, if pupils could be induced to 
regard the harder tasks of the day in the light of that mental and moral disci­
pline of the great Mid-Victorian. That is the only moral of this short article, 
but it may also serve as a reminder to teachers that the works of John Tyndall, 
the Poet of Science in prose, are still worth reading and re-reading for delight 
and instruction.

■

J. C. S.

THE CONTINUATION YEAR

The following is the general statement of the McGill Corporation in regard 
to the additional (optional) high school year, from page 49 of the Annual Report :

For the past two years consideration has been given by the School au­
thorities and by the University to a proposal advocating the establishment in 
certain selected High Schools of a Xllth Grade or Continuation Year. The 
Protestant Committee has not found it expedient to make the Continuation 
Year compulsory in all High Schools, but a Xllth Year is already in operation 
in some form or other in one or two schools which have chosen to adopt it.

s v' ?



EDUCATIONAL RECORD

The University will always give its unqualified support to measures designed 
to improve the work in the public schools. We believe that this additional 
year of extended study will be of great value to students proceeding to a uni­
versity degree. A student who has taken this additional year may write the 
Senior Matriculation Examination of this University, and if his standing is 
sufficiently high he may be permitted

(a) to proceed into the second year of the general course at the I ni- 
versity; or

(b) to enter the advanced classes of the first year, proceeding to honours 
work in the second year; or

12

without further examination; or

of the years in Arts or Science necessary 
to Law, Medicine or Dentistry.

(c) to enter the Engineering course

(d) to count this year
to qualify a student going

as one
on

'■-W

:: Because the year referred to may count, in certain instances, as the equi­
valent of the first year in Arts or Science, the University must retain the right 
to control the examination of such students as seek admission in this way. It 
also must retain the sole prerogative of deciding who shall qualify for the honours 

d it cannot admit that the senior matriculant has the right to enter 
without further tests or, in exceptional cases, the recom-

It cannot be con­

courses, an
these honour courses
mendations of the chairman of the Department concerned.

of extended work in High School is the equivalent of a firsttended that a year of extended worn in rngn omuui -o
in a university, if that first year is what it should be, and m the opinion

the most desirableyear in a _. .
of the University a course of four years’ university work is 
and most satisfactory. While continuing to admit senior matriculation students 
to the second year of the general course if their standing merits, the University 
would much prefer that these students should enter the advanced classes of the
first year.

THE EMPIRE BROADCAST

The Empire Broadcast on Christmas morning was a most impressive 
event. The announcer at London, after “Big Ben’ was heard around the woild, 
called up stations in Wales, Scotland, North Ireland, South Ireland ; then Halifax, 
Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver. From there we were switched 
to New Zealand, to several cities of Australia and to Cape Town, South Africa. 
Thence to Singapore and India, and to the “Empress of Britain’ at Port Said. 
Captain Latta’s quiet Scottish voice told us that most of the passengers had

transferred to Beth-gone for the day to Bethlehem, and immediately we were 
lehem, where a Christmas hymn was heard.

At every station across the world and the Empire, the responding speakers 
plainly impressed with the solemnity and significance of the event, andwere
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Janu ry 29 th, 1931,

H, Lï. Stationery Offioe, 
London, England,

Gentlemen,

ill you kindly send me si* copies

of PAMPHLET NO, 53 of the BOARD 

EDUG T20HAL PAMPHLETS series,
OF EDUCATION

entitled,

"SECONDARY EDUCATION IN ONTARIO" 
by E, Savage.

I enclose remittance to oover.

Yours faithfully.

Assistant to the Printipal,

■■■■■■■■

■
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J.nuary 29, 1931,

Mr, George Macdonald, 
231 St, James street, 
Montreal, 1»

Dear George,

Enclosed is a lis t of names that occurred, 

On second thoughts, 1 might wish to omit 

I am sure that yoxi can add some useful 

names, such as F, Fishereand others suggested from «est-

rashly, to me.

one or two.

mount. Best regards,

Yours sincerely,

c?;s

Il _________
.
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MACDONALD COLLEGE

McGILL UNIVERSITY
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS:

POST OFFICE:

MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE., CANADA
STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.

■SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS
OFFICE OF THE DEANPrivate» November 24, 1951.

fm

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. Que.,

SfcSfe -Dear Sir Arthur,

At a sub- committee meeting recently, I consulted 
Mr.Howard Murray, Dr.Paraelee, Dr.Percival, and other members as 
to the desirability of presenting some facts dealing with the 
Pension Fund for teachers to the next meeting of the Protestant 
Committee on Friday, November 27, in order to elicit their support 
for additional Government grants to the Pension Fund, and certain 
amendments to the law which are being asked by Roman Catholic 
teachers and Protestant teachers to remove certain inequalities 
and unfairnesses in the Act. It was understood that I would prepare 
a memorandum and submit it in advance of the meeting so that members 
would have the facts before them previous to the meeting, and, there­
fore, would be able to give some intelligent attention to the matter.

A further suggestion was made that this document when 
prepared might be submitted to the Chairman of the Protestant 
Committee to see whether the Committee’s support could be granted.

I have learned from Dr.Percival by long distance tele­
phone that the Hon.Walter Mitchell, Chairman of the Protestant 
committee has expressed himself as being violently opposed to bringing 
F^e before the Protestant Committee, and as having stated that
it would be to 80 direot to the Government. Meetings are
being arrangedvojLaelegations from Roman Catholic and Protestant 
teachers and members of the Government on Thursday, December 3rd, on 
the day when the Pension Commission meets in Quebec. Furthermore, 
informal meetings are being held with members of the Legislature 
the evening before, or, at least, arrangements are expected to be 
made for this purpose. Of course, if the Hon.Mr.Mitchell violently 
opposed this report in the Protestant Committee, and if the Protestant 
Committee decided to lay the report on the table and take no action, 
t ^6 bea°ber’s claims might receive a set-back in place of assistance. 
I, therefore, agreed to with-hold this report, and refrain from 
submitting it to the Protestant Committee.

However, I know that you are sufficiently interested 
in all matters connected with teachers, and, therefore, would like 
to know some of the facts which as a Pension Commissioner I am able 
to report. I am, therefore, enclosing herewith privately and 
confidentially, a copy of this report for your information only.

on

1.
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MACDONALD COLLEGE

McGILL UNIVERSITY
POST OFFICE:

RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.
MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA"

: SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS
■

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

November 24, 1931.;

Sir Arthur Currie.

I may say that all the Pension Commissioners and all 
the teachers are quite disturbed about the present condition and 
future prospects of the Pension Fund, unless the Government makes
greater grants.

m
I hope sometime to have an opportunity of telling you 

some of the difficulties in person.
$
S

■

Yours faithfully,-v
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SPECIAL REPO
TO

PROTESTANT COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL 0 "CATION.
ON

THE TEACHERS’ PENSION FUND.

November 27, 1931.

The law establishing the Pension Fund was passed in 
It now appears as Section 8 of the Education Act, Revised 

Statutes of Quebec.
1880.

. , . i5le Pension Fund is administered by a Pension Commission 
consisting of two representatives of the Protestant Teachers 
Association and two Roman Catholic representatives, one appointed 
by the Laval Notf3al School graduates, and the other by the Jacques 
Cartier Normal School graduates. The Honourable, the Superintend- 
®nt^1S the Chairman °f the Commission, and Mr .François Paul Noel 
is the Secretary. Rev.Dr.Rexford and Dr.Robins were the two 
original Protestant Commissioners. The present Protestant 
Commissioners are Mr.M.C.Hopkins, B.A., and Dean Sinclair Laird.

/

®;3

The Teachers’ Pension Fund is practically the only educ­
ational matter which concèrns equally both sides of our educational 
system, and which is administered jointly for the benefit of all 
teachers. The Pension Commission is the only body I know where 
both Roman Catholics and Protestants are appointed"as trustees for 
ohe carrying out of a part of the school law.

Pensioners at the present time number 1100 persons.
The revenue and expenditure of the Administrative 

Commission of the Pension Fund for officers of Primary Instruction 
for the year 1930-1931, is as follows:-

1.

c
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Sum voted "by the Legislature ( Item 43 of the
Budget )........... ;............. * ; *.......

Grant from Government (R.S.1925, c.!3o,
Sec..........................................

Interest on Capital (R.S.1925, c.133
secs.541, 543, 554)......................

Surplus from Cld Pension Fund (R.S.1925,
C.133, sec. 548)».................

Stoppage f 4c/b Trants to Public Schools
(R.S. 925, c ,133, see.542)...............

Stoppages on Salaries of Teachers from Grants 
payable to School Municipalities (R.S.

542 and 549).....

| 2,000.00 
47,000.00 

10,254.93 

5,888.00 

25,000.00

156,438.36

5,034.60
secs+5341925, c.133

Stoppages on Salaries of School Inspect 
(R.S.1925, c.133, secs.534, 542,and 

Stoppages on Salaries of Normal School
Professors (R.S.1925, c.133, secs.534,
542 and 549).........

Stoppages paid directly by Teachers (R.S.
1925, c.133, secs.534, 542 and 554-).. 

Deficit of the year........................

2,318.75

42,702.18
30,068.11J '"■$326,704.93

Revenue

2.

Certified: Quebec, June 30, 1931. 

(Signed) E.Vezina.M.C.Hopkins, 
Sinclair Laird,

Provincial Auditor.Pension Commissioners.

Capital Account *
$205,167.64Amount of Capital July 1, 1931

"Expenditure.

By the Pensions..............
By ............................
By Expense of Administration

$317,915.86
5,987.23
2,801.84

' $326,704.93
Revenue Account.

$199,001.55
30,068.11Surplus of the preceding year 

Deficit of the year 1930-31..
$168,933.44Placed in Trust in the Provincial Treasury

?
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This financial statement shows that there is a deficit 
of 830,068.11 for the year 1931* This deficit has been growing 
steadily*

June, 1920. Surplus for the year $11,612,58.

" $26,050.40.

’’ $46,959.47.

" $55,270.75.

" $41,131.05.

" $42,393.94.

June, 1926. Deficit for the year $ 2,815.58.

" $ 2,507.81.

” $12,578.17.

’’ $19,395.17.

’’ $17,273.19.

” $30,068.11.

It 1921. tt !t II

It 1922. :? it It

t? 1923. .t it n

it 1924. n tt tt

it 1925. tt tt tt

tt 1927. it it it

1928. h h ii

ii 1929. it it ttI
it 1930. it it IT

II 1931. tt it »i

An examination of the financial statement will show 
the members of the Protestant Committee that the fund is derived 
from the following sources :-

1. Government grants. There are two such 
grants amounting altogether to $49,000

2. Miscellaneous funds, namely, interest 
on capital and surplus from the old 
Pension Fund. These amount to $16,000

3. Stoppages from school board grants 
amounting to $25,000

4. Teachers’ stoppages amounting altogether 
to $206,493.89.

It will thus bo seen that the teachers’ stoppages arc 
the main support of this Fund. The Government does not pajr one 
quarter of the sum paid by teachers. The teachers’ stoppages have

g
m
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There have been five stages of increases co
increased first from $50 

$100 to $125, and finally, which
$100,minimum pen 

then from $
As a conséquence of these amendments, one teacher 

during her service only paid $7 «44 co the Pension Fund j 
now receiving $150 a year, and will continue to receive hat sum 
for the rest of her life. Another teacher made payments of s/?.5U 

r service and likewise ob ains $150 a year as pension, 
others have paid sums as ow as $16.81, $17.28, -p/ .bo, 

$17.99, 18.48, $18.84, $18.58, $1 .53. These are 10 examples of
teachers from an alphabetical list which only extends to the letter 
"D". These 10 examples show that these teachers paid leso than 
$20 during their lifetime of teaching, and are now benefitting 
by a pension of $150 a year through the amendments passed by uhe 
Government which did not, however, provide the sums necessary to 
pay for these benefits.

is

during

these five amendments were passed,
calculations wore made as to the cost of the changes. ,,
increased costs were known when the amendments were passed, cut one 
Government did not put aside the funds required to take care oi 

additional obligations for which they were responsible.

At the tiffio when These

the

4.

Delegates interviewed those Ministers a second 
time before the end of the session only to find that nothing had 
been done or would bo done last jacar.

The Pension Commission in recent years has request­
ed its Chairman to bring to the attention of the Cabinet the 
serious situation caused by increasing deficits, and to secure 
greater support from Provincial funds. Furthermore,_delegations 
from Protestant and Catholic Teachers’ Associations interviewed 
the Prime Minister and Provincial Secretary during the last session 
of the Legislature. They Were kindly received; copies of chc 
requests were left with the Ministers who gave the delegates hope, 
without, however, giving definite assurances.

Moreover, the Government docs not pay interest on 
the accumulated surplus of the present fund. At one vine tseic 
was a surplus of about $250,000. It can easily be shown that at 
a reasonable rate the accumulation of interest would have amounted 

at least, $200,000.to,

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

trebled in the last six years, but the Government grant has _ _
remained stationary. The surplus is small, and rapidly diminish­
ing. From my knowledge of the administration oi idie Fund _ aw 
wiïlinr- to predict that the deficit will increase in future years. 
This deficit, which is now serious, is due to the amendments to 
the law that have been passed by the Government usually without 
the knowledge, always without the consent, and sometimes in 
opposition to the expressed views, of the Commission.

i

V;.:
■
A;
1

I

:

||

A

w

m

m

O 
CD

O 
Pa

 -p
•r~l LO

m -p

tO
 i—

1 t
rh

=ô
b
to
 i
V

o-

LO in
[> 

r—
1

CDA O o
p
 -P -P



su

Since that time the Roman Catholic Teachers have 
been circulating a petition embodying the sane requests that were 
previously made to the Cabinet.
circulated the same petition and have received the signatures of 
the majority of teachers throughout the Province, 
there were no fewer than 1174 from outside the Cities of Westmount 
and Montreal. 100 per cent of the Protestant Teachers in Montreal 
signed the petition also.

The Protestant Teachers have

On November 11,

'

It is a matter of considerable gratification to know 
that the Protestant Teachers and the Catholic Teachers are harmon­
ious and united in the requests that are being made. These requests 
are as follows:-

a. That the amount of the pension awarded to a teacher shall be 
calculated on the basis of three per cent of the average 
salary for the best twenty five years of service, for every 
officer of primary instruction;

b. That the maximum pension shall be §1500;

c. That interest at the rate of 4 per cent shall be paid on the 
accumulated surplus;

d. That the Government shall vote an annual grant of 50 per cent 
of the stoppages paid by the officers of primary instruction;

e. That ten dollars shall be granted instead of five annually for 
each year of service above twenty until the pension reaches 
§400 instead of $300;

f. That the Alliance of Catholic Teachers in Montreal shall name 
an additional member of the Administrative Commission;

;.y

IS
g. That the extension of the time allowed to pay stoppages for the 

half pension granted widows shall be continued till the end of 
the year 1932; 8is

i
/

It will be seen that these requests fall into the
following divisions:-

1. Additional financial support.

2. The removal of certain inequalities 
and certain unfairnesses in the 
present law.

3. An additional representative from 
the Catholic Alliance.

:'W'

I ■

With regard to the first it is absolutely unfair 
that the Government should hold a surplus without paying interest, 
yet this has been the case for many years.

a 5.

m.
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Thg teachers’ stoppages in Ontario are at the rate of 
Se por cent, the same as in the Province of Quebec. 
are approximately the same, but the Government contributions in 
Ontario arc made on a basis of 100 per cent of the teachers’ 
stoppages.

The benefits

6.

In the Province of Quebec, it is a matter of grave 
concern to pensioners, to individual teachers, to teachers’ organ­
izations, and to the Pension Commissioners who arc the administrat­
ors of this Fund, that the deficits should be increasing., and that 
the surplus is disappearing. Past obligations are being paid by 
the present stoppages of teachers who will be future beneficiaries. 
This principle is not sound financially.

By comparison with Ontario, the Government grants in 
Quebec arc quite inadequate. In spite of representations to the 
Prime Minister no action was taken last year to remedy this situation 
although the Pension Commissioners knew that the deficit would be 
greater during the year.

In Ontario, the Province also grants the sum of $4,000 
towards administrative expenses. In the Province of Quebec no 
such grant is made.

In Ontario, the teachers’ stoppages last year amounted 
to $723,185.70, and the contributions from the Province were also 
$723,185.70. The interest from the Province was $35,733.33, and 
interest from investments and deposits $697,694.09. 
be seen that the Government grant is very large, namely, 
$723,185.70 as compared with the Government grant of $49,000 in 
the Province of Quebec.
interest is $697,000, plus $35,753.33 or a total of $732,753.33, 
whereas we get no interest on the accumulated surplus in the 
Province of Quebec.

It will thus

It will also be noted that the annual

The teachers are asking that the Government should 
change its fixed grant to a variable grant, varying in proportion 
to the contributions of the teachers and beginning at once with 
a contribution of 50 per cent of the teachers’ stoppages, 
much more usual for the Government contribution to be on an equal 
basis with that of the teachers, and that is the rule in the 
Province of Ontario.

It is
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The following methods have been adopted to remove
certain abuses from the fund:-

1. The Protestant Committee and the Roman Catholic Committee 
of the Council of Education, at the request of the Pension 
Commission or of its members, have passed regulations 
requiring a strict medical examination of all intending 
teachers before admission to normal schools. These regulations 
are intended to reduce the number of those who apply for 
disability pensions after 20 years service.

2. The Pension Commission has improved the medical form exacted 
from applicants for disability pensions, and has adopted the 
practice of requiring an additional medical certificate in

These have sometimes been referred to spec­
ialists, nominated by the Commissign, or to special officers 
in the Department of Hygiene.

3. Steps are being taken to have a regulation passed by the 
Pension Commission and adopted by the Lieutenant-Governor-in- 
Council whereby substitute teachers, who only do occasional 
days of teaching as supply teachers will-not be allowed to 
count a year of service until they have taught a certain 
definite number of days to make up the equivalent of a school 
year. Unless this action is taken there will be a large 
number of substitute teachers in Montreal, who were former 
teachers, but are now married women, and have been teaching a 
few days each year in the hope that in a few years they will 
have taught sufficiently to qualify themselves for a pension. 
The.Pension Fund was never intended to be abused in this 
faëion, and stops will undoubtedly be taken to stop this menace 
to the Fund.

doubtful cases.

The Fund was established by the Government. The con­
tributions of teachers arc obligatory.. The stability of the Fund 
is somewhat imperilled in the near future, 
support is and will continue to be necessary, 
representatives, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, maintain that 
the increased support should come from Government grants. They 
also desire that certain inequalities in the benefits should be 
removed.

Increased financial 
The teachers*

I The Pension Commissioners have always endeavoured to 
co-operate in every possible way with the Deputy Ministers in the 
Department of Education. Speaking for the Protestait members, I 
may say that we have always consulted, and have been consulted by 
Dr..Parmclcc during his term of office, and Dr.Pcrcival since his 
appointment.i

7.

Ill



The justice of the teachers’ position seems to be 
established by the facts and statements made in this report. 
As it is a matter effecting pensioners and present teachers, 
it is also a matter of concern to the Protestant Committee of 
the Council of Education*

For that reason, this report is being presented to 
you in the hope that you will become acquainted with the 
difficulties of the Pension Fund and give your benevolent support 
to the teachers* requests for financial stability of the Fund 
and the removal of inequalities.

Respectfully submitted,
■

SINCLAIR LAIRD.I

Pension Commissioner.

Macdonald College, Q,ue.,
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gJanuary 13, 1931,

Dean G » K. Bar tin. 
Faculty of Medioino«

S*
: ;K a

Dear Dean Martin,

1 hope you are pretty woll recovered, by 
this time, and I an telephoning your house presently to 
see whether I should trouble you by sonline this letter.

I hnvo read with interest reports of ad- 
droosos you have mdo at one tine and another, urging 
a more humaistio preparatory training for medloal stu­
dents, Also, I listened to Professer D imp son in a rooont 
meeting urge the oairability of Greek for props.ring medi­
cal students.

:?ow, for some time past Principal Parker 
of e ; tmount High School has boon arranging; that I go 
and address the school on the reasons why some boys 
should begin Greek at aohool$ and By, Worefold oamo yes­
terday with a view to the sane thing, and also to point 
out the difficulties of tho options at present required 
by c.Gill.Matriculation* He tolls me, among other 
things, that Chemistry is more popular than Physios be­
cause it is easier, and much more popular than M athe- 
matios, for the same reason, 
actually a proposal that if boy* take Greek they should 
be lot off Mathematics and Physios and allowed to do 
Chemistry.

In res tmount thoro is now

We Inaidt, at present, on Mathematics, 
and I hope will o on time to do so, 
certainly, would advocate dropping Bathemtiea, for 
sono of tho most valuable Greek authors simply oannot 
be read unless one has had advanced mathematical training, 
'gain, for years I have heard Dr. Sve and Dr, Lloyd and 
Dr* Johnson say that if they could be sure McGill students 
had plenty of Mathematics at school they would be quite 
ready to begin at the beginning with them in Soionoo.

Ho Greek professor.

■
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I am asking Dr# hvo and Dr. Johnson to send 
a letter to the Principal of the ïestmount High school 
In confirmation of this last statement# and I am quite 
sure they will send it#
and Professor Simpson would think it worth while to sond 
a letter advocating - for those students, at least, who 
show talent in that direction, - the study of Greek, 
Latin and Ha them ti os at High School on tho part of 
those who contemplate going on later into Medicine.
(I am sending a oopy of this letter to Profossor Simpson.)

I make bold to ask this because Just at present 
there are many movements afoot,indicating a willingness 
to cooperate with us, on the part of those teaching in 
the secondary schoolsi and we should not discourage 
any enthusiasm of the kind.

I am wondering whether you

Yours faithfully.

J
■
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January 14th, 
19 3 1.

Principal Parker, 
e8tm0ant H'iSh Sch001*

F
Dear Mr. Principal,

I hare been very much interested to hear of
discussion concerning the propriety of toochtag <a«.»lc. 

*ke High School»,and. mathematics in 
reference to

more especially with
candidates who will 

you how gladly
ccrne into medicine• 

we would welcome
Icannot tell

any co-operationon the part of your School * and indeed all the other schoolsof this province in this matter.
It has been 

us that the students 
have started their 
and I

6 matter of frequent observation 
in medicine who

with
do best are those who

cultural foundation, 
as a group than 

biological sciences, 
tell you how gladly we

course with inadequate
aay add that such students do far better

do those who have 
It is for that

specialised early in the 
reason t at I want to 

your co-operation inwould welcome
the acLvocacy of classics

and mathematics 
Indeed I

as a foundation for the medical 
often wonder how

students.
those students who do 

accomplish the feats of
not have a

classical training can
memory required
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y 14/1/31.Principal Parker*

of them in the study of anatomy.
Tory cordially yours,

DBAS.

herewith,P.S. I am taking the liberty of sending you,
article recently read in Hew Yorka marked copy of an 

referable to this subject.

.

§®

m



we insist, a 
continue to do so, it 
dropping Mathem tios, 
sImply oannot bo road 
training.

Yours faithfully,

I make bold to ask this, because just at present there 
aro many movements afoot indicating a willingness to corporate 
with us, on the part of those teaching in the secondary schools; 
and wo should not discourage any enthusiasm of tho kind.

ould you address a letter to tho Principal of the West» 
mount Hig School in corroboration of this statement which I have 
quotoa !rom you? Mr, "orsfold, the Classics master, assures me 
that suoh a letter would be useful and that those boys who are 
at present contemplating beginning Greek in the 10th year could 
be persuaded to carry on with Mathematics.

, ïor years 1 have heard you and Dr, Eve and Dr. Lloyd 
say that if you could be sure McGill students had plenty of 
i..atherr tics at school you would be quite ready to begin at the 
beginning with them in Ocienoe.

For some time past Principal Parker of Vostmount High 
oohool has been arranging that I go and address the school on 
the reasons why boys should begin Greek at school; and Mr.
orsfold came yesterday with a view to tho same thing and also 

to point out the uiffioultles of the options at 
by MoGill Matriculation. present required

, . , He tolls me, among other things, that
Chemis try is more popular than Physios because it is easier, 
much more popular than Mathematics, for tho same reason. I 

eatmount there is now actually a proposal that if boys take
Greek they should be let off Mathematics and Physios and allowed 
to do Chemistry,

and
In

Dear Dr, Johnson,

Dr, F,M,G, Johnson, 
Chemistry Building, 
McGill University.

January 13,
19 3 1.
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Dear Dean Eve,

For some tine past Principal Parker of 
Westmount High Johool has been arranging that I go and 
address the school on the reasons why some boys should 
begin Greek at school* and Mr. vorsfold came yostorday 
with a view to the same thing and also to point out the 
difficulties of the options at present required by McGill 
Matriculation. He tells me, among other things, that 
Chemistry is more popular than Physics because It is 
easier,and much more popular than Mathematics, for tii o 
same reason. In " ostmount there is now actually a 
pro osai that if boys take Gr ek they should be let 
off Mathematics and Physics and allowed to do Chemistry.

We Insist, at present. On Mathematics, and 
I hope will continue to do so. Ho Greek professor, cer­
tainly, would advooate dropping Mathematics, for some 
of the most valuable Greek authors simply oannot bo read 
unless one has had advanced mathematical training.

For years I have hoard you and Dr, Lloyd and 
Dr. Johnson say that if Jfcou oould be sure McGill students 
had plenty of Mathematics at school you would be quite 
ready to beglnnat the beginning ith them in Science*

Would you address n letter to the Principal 
of the Wostmount High School in corroboration of this 
statement which I have quoted from you? Mr. Y/orsfold, 
the Classios master, assures me that such a letter would 
bo useful and that those boys v/ho are at present contem­
plât ing beginning Greek in the 10th year could be per­
suaded to carry on with Mathemntios {and perhaps Physios) 
and let Chemistry go.

I make bold to ask this because Just at 
present there are many movements nffoot Indicating a 
willingness to cooperate with us, on the part of

Dean A. 5. Eve, 
Physios Building, 
McGill University.

*
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should not

X

V

those teaching in the secondary schools * and we 
discourage any enthusiasms of the kind.

Yours faithfully,

t

M ......................................... - :msm
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MITCHELL, RALSTON , KEARNEY & DUOUET

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
P.O. BOX 1446

W. G. MITCHELL, K.C.
J. L. RALSTON, K.C.
J . D. KEARNEY, K.C.
J. E. L. DUOUET. LL.L. 
RAYMOND CARON . B.C.L.

CABLE ADDRESS
LAM I

THE ROYAL BANK BUILDING
HARBOUR 5291*

-

MO NTREAL

July 10th, 1933.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G. , K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University,
MONTREAL - QUE.

My dear Sir Arthur:

I beg to enclose herewith copy 

of a letter which I received from Dr. Per- 

cival this morning, giving me particulars

regarding undiplomaed teachers in our Pro-

I thoughttestant Schools in the Province.

I would forward this on to you, as it seems 

to be a marked improvement upon what it was 

a few years ago, when we had two hundred un—

diplomaed teachers.

I am enclosing also copy of a fur­

ther letter which I received from Dr. Percival 

together with a list of School Leaving Exami­

ners which I requested him to send me. 

forwarding this to you, so that you may look

I am

• \
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MITCHELL, RALSTON, KEARNEY & DUQUET
Six Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.TO

2.FOLIO.

• ; over the list of Examiners,and possibly suggest 

some improvement thereon.

I thought it would be well for you 

to look over the list when you were giving 

sidération to the matter of our conversation at 

the Mount Royal Club a few days ago.

! con-

Yours Sincerely,

y
?•
!1
I
■M:.

i
ma

WGM/KG.

Enel.
8

9
iE

m

v

I
|
I
I

I



MITCHELL, RALSTON, KEARNEY AND DUQUET

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

QUEBEC, July 8 th, 1933,

Hon. W.G. Hitche11, K.C., 
Royal Bank Building, 
Montreal, Quebec.

Dear Mr. Mitchell:- ^
In accordance with my verb 

enclosing herewith a list of 18 pers 
diplomas who taught, -with the parmis 
Department, during the eessio 
to you that there were 19, bu 
for a short time only at the end of the p 
session.

promise I am 
without 

toof this
mentioned 

Sit taught 
ous

33.

You 7/ill observ 
iduale are teaching in ?/ 
venture, one in Gaspe, // 
one each in the count i/sX 
Chester.

kt \even of these indiv- 
funty, four in Bona- 
he Magdalen Island;, 
.lç, Gatineau and Dor-

sftiacX 
!ree irj 
of La/

The number of pupiIxl tSsisht by these teachers 
tjaags 64 areSaoparently in one school 

l^says^arently because although I 
i'on^qncetning the teachers for 1932-33 
in thi^sprre municipality is dated 1931-33,

totals 389, but of 
in ro : 3 Isle.. / 
have the informa/*:
the latest report

Of tht 3^ 
teacher trainingXin 
the policy that ISj 
course evemz: one ca 
Residents 
expected/ 
of age (la. 
are frort

individuals, 13 promised to attend a 
ojtd This is in accordance with 
ad over two years ago. Of 
omise to go to Macdonald College, 

e Magdalen Islands cannot reasonably be 
6 go there, nor can a person of forty-two years 
one teaclf\r is). Almost all of these persons 

8 to 80 yelps of age.

tuti
ntr

hould jRJke it clear that teachers with extra- 
pro vine ia^^jLipIOni^/nay teach with the permission of 
this Departnm»*i finding consideration of their applications 
for Quebec diplomas by the Central Board of Examiners.
This practice has obtained, I suppose, for fifty years. 
During the last two years I have restricted their per­
mission to one year, thus cutting down in many cases upon 
the length of time that such teachers can practise in this 
Province.



MITCHELL, RALSTON, KEARNEY AND DUQUET

Hon. ïï.G.Hitche 11: -3- July 8, 1933.

I have found that certain specialists on the 
Island of Montreal do not hold diplomas, several of 
7/hom have been teaching for many years. In the past 
it has been difficult to obtain the services of art 
music, writing and physical training / 
cases of necessity, when permission ha 
the Montreal Boards, to engage teacherX 
mas who were thought to be qualified fo 
permission has generally been g-ra-nt^. .

ecialists. In 
lbeen asked by 
V/ithout diplo- 
^Xtheir positions,

F5

Yours truly,

( . r\p. PE EC IV A L

Direct// of estant Education.

Z-B

—
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HO.OF PUPILS 
IN.SCHOOL

MITCHELL, RALSTON, KEARNEY AND DUQUET

TEACHERMUNICIPALITYCOUNTY

Georgina W. Young 

Sybil Bisson 

Warren Riohardson

BroadlandsBonaventure

Port Daniel Westit

Shoolbredtt

Alta HendersonSil^arsvilleit

Helen M, lllliottSt. MalaohieDorchester

Margaret l^ckenzieDouglas town 

CEntre NorthfiaLd

Gaspé

Alva RusensanpmGatineau

Rhea/PRobertson & PopeLabe lie

Stella ClarkeMagdalen I’ds Grosse Isle

ertrutle Grantit« .

Char If af M, BellEntry Island 

Campbe111s Bay

n

^l^yDagg 

'KLlal5sn M. Wallace

Pontiac

Aldfieldn

CornuBorisLesliet!

E\ Currie-'iillsit Thorne

G»dtrude Frasert!11

It Smartit

n Pearl CorriganCalu

TOTAL
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PROTEST/JIT COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL OF

PUBLIC INSTRUCT I Oil.

Interim Report of the Sub-committee, appointed

in November, 1926, to consider the Education

of Retarded and Mentally Defective Children of

School Age.
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At a meeting of the Protestant Committee held in November, 
1926, a Sub-committee composed of Dr. Gramme 11, Dr. Kheeland, 
Dean Laird, with Professor Derick as convener, was appointed to 
consider the Education of Retarded and Mentally Defective Chil­
dren of School Age.

This Sub-committee has held two meetings and has discussed 
information obtained from Dr. Silver, Secretary-Superintendent 
of the Protestant Schools of Montreal, and from Dr. Mitchell,
Director, and Dr. Silverman, Vice-Director of the Mental Hygiene

It has also studied the reports ofCommittee of Montreal, 
several Boards of Education and special reports of organizations, 
including the National Council of Women of Canada and the Mont­
real Local Council of Women (who were pioneers in the movement 
to obtain supervision and training of the mentally defective); 
the Social Service Council of Canada ; the Canadian Council on 
Child Welfare ; and the National Committees for Mental Hygiene

Your committee is especially 
indebted to Dr. Mitchell for placing at its disposal the report 
of the Royal Commission concerning Mentally Deficient Persons 
in Nova Scotia as well as unpublished reports of the Mental Hy­
giene Committee of Montreal and its correspondence with the

of the United States and Canada.

County Council of London, England.
It is generally conceded that in every community there are

Those whose intelli-mature persons who are mentally defective, 
genoe is no higher than that of a normal child two years of age 
are termed "idiots", those equal in intelligence to normal chil­
dren from three to seven years old are called "imbeciles", and



2
those whose mental ability corresponds to that of average normal 
children from seven to ten years of age are termed "morons”. 
Idiots and imbeciles are great burdens and cause social difficul­
ties of many sorts but they are seldom found in the schools.
They are less of a menace in society than morons and those on the 
border line of normality. In every country where careful studies 
have been made it has been determined that mental defectives con­
tribute out of all proportion to their numbers to such social
problems as dependency, pauperism, delinquency, criminality, and 
prostitution, and the spread of disease. Approximately 25,A of
chronic offenders against the law are mentally deficient. But,
if when young they had received education suited to their indi­
vidual needs, they would in many cases have been capable of sup­
porting themselves in decency under proper supervision. Experi­
ence has shown that the only way to secure the necessary training 
is to place subnormal children in a class or school by themselves 
under a teacher of natural aptitudehwho has had special prepara­
tion for the work.

Both normal and subnormal children make better progress 
In the case of the former, teachers are not hampered by 

vain endeavours to bring defectives up to the standard of the 
class.

apart.

On the other hand the subnormal, no longer humiliated 
and discouraged by a sense of unfitness, may in time become happy
and useful citizens, able under supervision to perform many kinds 
of unskilled labour. The moral advantages are also great. Defec­
tives are generally much older than other members of their classes 
and, because of a lack of the power of self-control, are often the 
source of serious evils.
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s
For similar reasons, special classes for slow "but normal

In them, backward pupils reach a higher 

level and sometimes are enabled in a few months to return to the 

ordinary classes and do creditable work.

Many objections are offered to such classes by the unin- 

It is said that parents would oppose the change, 

it has been found in practice that-,when no stigma is attached to 

such classes and the selection is carefully and privately made, 

superior results reconcile normal parents to the situation.

It has been said in Montreal, even recently, that defective 

children must live at maturity with normal people and can best 

learn to do so when young by associating with normal children.

But as already stated, experience has proved that the subnormal 

need quite different training from the normal with especial em­

phasis upon manual work.

children are advisable.

Butformed.

The most serious objection in the minds of most people is

But to quote Mr. Sinclair,the possibility of additional expense.

Inspector of Auxiliary Classes for Ontario, "All who are familiar 

with the situation agree that

these pupils in an ordinary class is usually at least twice as 

great as it would be in a special class".

. the cost of maintaining one of

In large schools in 

cities a special class can be provided and a rearrangement of the

school made without the addition of another room and with the 

same number of teachers. Moreover, the cost to the community of 

irresponsible, untrained defectives is far greater than would be 

the support of special schools and classes. Family histories 

like those of the Jukes and the Bams are familiar. But one or
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two Canadian examples may be mentioned. In 1918, a feeble-
minded girl examined by the field worker of the Local Council 
of Women of Montreal, had been in the Sheltering Home,
Home of the Salvation Army ^n several other institutions, 

Protestant, Jewish, and Homan Catholic.

mÉi
the

ft She had been before 
the Juveiiile Court and had spent three short terms in jail. 
Besides she absorbed months of the time of social service

I;
H■;

;ftft workers without any improvement on her part.
A Manitoba agency in 1924 had under its care four families 

containing cases of mental deficiency, 
spent approximately ^3000. in one year, 
multiplied which show the false 
either subnormal children or adults.

mfv

Upon these families it
Instances might be

economy of continuing to neglect

But, while recognizing the need of a Government Institution 
for the permanent care of the 
sons,

certain types of feeble-minded per- 
your Committee believes that it is the immediate duty of 

the Protestant Committee to consider the possibility of providing 
a school and auxiliary classes for the training of subnormal 
Catholic children of school

non-
Naturally, the first step is 

to ascertain how such children are dealt with elsewhere.
age.

London, England, has between 70 and 80 special schools for 
the mentally defective, at which attendance can be made compul- 

Only those are received who have been certified as unfit 
for education in ordinary elementary schools, 

are provided for dull and backward pupils and there is a movement

m

sory.

Special classes

to organize them on a larger scale both in London and other parts 
of England. The Head Psychologist of the London County Council 

states that about l&o of school children are mentally deficient
m

mm
■Ift!
S

ft.;-

\
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and that the dull and backward amount to about 10$.

In 430 cities and other school districts in the United States 
in 1923, there were 45719 children in special classes for the men­
tally handicapped, with 2492 teachers.
30 State Institutions and 217 private institutions 26774 feeble-

In Wyoming alone, 78 out of every 10,000 pupils

In addition there were in

minded children.
are in special classes.

In Canada, in 1925, all the Provinces except Quebec and Prince 
Edward Island were trying to deal with this problem.

In Ontario, 21 cities have special auxiliary classes, 
has 54 classes as well as two auxiliary schools for adolescent sub- 

The auxiliary classes are in charge of teachers who have

Toronto

normals.
taken the Auxiliary Class Teachers' Course and have been granted

Only those children are admitted to thea special certificate, 
auxiliary classes who have a mental age of over six years and not 
more than eleven, that is, who have a range of intelligence quo­
tient between 50 and 75. The Provincial Government gives special 
grants towards equipment and teachers' salaries, 
start has been made in securing suitable employment for those who 
have completed the course in the auxiliary schools.

In Saskatchewan special classes for subnormal children are 
provided in Regina and Saskatoon.

In Alberta, there are such classes in Eomonton and Calgary. 
The Government pays 50$ of the salaries of the teachers.

There are 16 auxiliary classes in Vancouver. The Board of 
Education has a special department to deal with the subnormal 
school population and employs both a full-time psychologist and 
a director of special classes.

In Toronto a

J
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In Winnipeg, 14 special classes for the mentally defective 

are in operation.

In Nova Scotia, the only provision for feeble-minded children

But a Royal Commission appointed 
in November 1926 has just issued an excellent report upon the men­

tally deficient which includes the results of

are auxiliary classes in Halifax.

a survey made by Dr. 
Hincks, Director of the Canadian National Committee for Mental Hy­

giene, Dr. Mitchell, Director of the Mental Hygiene Committee of

Montreal, and Miss Keys. A survey was made of 32 schools, 
or 3f0 of the pupils were found to be subnormal.

223

The proportion 

Eighteen town and 

There, 3.19;u were

varied according to locality, from zero to 10.

rural schools were studied in Annapolis County. 

shown to be feeble-minded. In the poorer rural districts of this 
county, 9.41% were subnormal, the high rate being accounted for by 

a few families. It is suggested that the excessive number of
feeble-minded in this county is due to emigration of many of the 

best strains and the retention of the worst. Thirty-five institu­
tions were also visited and in them were found 130 mentally defi­

cient children who could benefit from specialized training 

available in these institutions.
not

The Commission recommends as a beginning of desirable reform:-

1. Travelling mental clinics under the direction of a Provincial 

psychiatrist.

2. The establishment of auxiliary classes whereever fifteen or 

more subnormal children occur in a locality.

3. The grafting of scholarships to selected teachers in order
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that they may obtain the training necessary to conduct such

classes.

4. The establishment of a Training School of the farm colony 
type similar to that at Waverly, Mass., and that at Epsom,

England.
It must 

owing to
Government of Nava Scotia the services of Dr. Hincks and his

associates.
In all of these

be noted that the cost of the survey was slight, 
the National Committee of Mental Hygiene giving the

Provinces there is compulsory school atten-
13 o one knows how 

either in or out of
In Quebec the situation is different. 

defective children of school age are
districts there is supposed to be an annual

dance.
many
school. In rural

but in the large centres this is not the case.
defective children do not attend

school census
Probably the majority of the

Although it is generally stated that Quebec has a highschool.
rate of school attendance, statistics show that this is not a
fact. The Report of the Superintendent of Education of u-ie 
Province of Quebec for the year 1925-26, in Table III, page xix,

between five and fourteen years ofgives the number of children 
age, according to the school census as 526,601, and the number

Butbetween five and fourteen enrolled in schools as 487,501. 
the number enrolled does not necessarily indicate the number in

actual attendance for a reasonable number of days in a year.
Prom the returns made by the Protestant Inspectors, it appears 
that in Protestant Schools there are 5778 children in Grade I,

Prom the fourth year on, the numbersbut only 3224 in Grade IV.

—•
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in attendance decrease rapidly (with 
reported by Inspector Parser), 
dren are in the first class than in 
fewer children 
estant Schools.

the exception of the schools
Even in his report far more chil-

any other, 
were found in Grade IV than in Grade

In short, 44.2#
I of the Prot- 

a high rate of child mortality 
and parents?

Does this indicate 
or oi mental incapacity among both children Does it
not prove the need of compulsory school attendance? 

The Report of the Protestant Board ox School Commissioners 
year 1925-26 also shows thatof the City of Montreal for the 

pupils are found in Grade I of the 
and that from the fifth

more
public schools than in any other

year on there is a rapid decrease. The
numbers given are:- Grade I, 4273; Grade II, 3572; Grade III, 3884;

3537; Grade VII, 2646. 
obvious that great changes 

in the Province of Quebec up

Grade IV, 4159; Grade V, 4129; Grade VI, 
Prom these figures it must be are

needed to bring Protestant education 
to the standard of more progressive countries. 

A few efforts have been made to ascertain the number of men­
tally deficient persons in the Province of Quebec. The Local

1905 and 1918 made inquiries which though 
scope gave results which seemed to justify repeated ap­

peals to the Provincial Government for

Council of V/omen in 1895, 
limited in

a school and home of the 
Protestant Board of School Commission- 

feeble-minded.
In 1918, the National Committee of Mental Hygiene was founded 

and a local branch was formed in Montreal, 
was made by the latter of *5"
The findings follow:

farm colony type and to the
ers for special classes for the

In 1919-20, a survey 
schools under the Protestant Board.

>b
<;
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summary of survey of ^ public schools.

Schools. Aberdeen Alexandra Berthelet Belmont Bufferin Strathearn
Enrolment 9271600 487 210 857 1459
Pupils

examined 31 5084 24 49 49

Schools. Victoria P. Albert Total
Bnrolment 654 6964770
Pupils
examined 36549 29

FINDINGS
Aberdeen Alexandra__Berthelet Belmont Duffer in Strathearn

Supernormal 1 221 3 0
Normal 176 714 81
Retarded 10 1220 68 18
Mentally 49 
Deficient 30201119 22

Victoria P. Albert Total
Supernormal 0 0 9

Normal 16 6 75
Retarded 17 1.36$

2.67$
4 95

Mentally 16 
Deficient 19 186



- 10
A special class for subnormal and retarded children 

then opened by the Board.

a year, supposedly because of the expense.

was
It was, however, discontinued after

It has also been 
said that a few of those pronounced to be feeble-minded later

proved to be normal. Probably sufficient consideration 
given to the physical condition, temperament, 

of each child submitted to the intelligence 

probable that such omissions would

was not

and environment

tests. *it is im-
oceur now. A short time ago 

of Protestanta circular letter was sent to the Principals 

Schools asking them to report any cases of subnormal mentality 
confidentially to the Mental Hygiene Committee. About 100 cases
were reported - the majority of which proved to be 
defective.

retarded and

I)r. Mitchell is now conducting a series of six lecture* 
conferences on "The Child's Adjustment".

There is at present in the Province 
tion for the feeble-minded, that at Baie St. 

mates.

of Quebec one institu- 

Paul, with 381 in-
In his last report, Dr. Tremblay, the Medical Supervisor, 

states that because of

which he feels to be
overcrowding there is no room for classes 

He adds that because of lack ofessential.
resources private initiative is powerless to provide them. 
I, he says,

"May
"be permitted to ask the Government to study, adopt 

and put into effect a plan already elaborated The present
system cures nothing."

Although this report is very incomplete, your Sub-committee 

believes that there are sufficient! grounds for recommending:-



HI

- 11

That the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public In­
struction secure the cooperation of School Boards both in 
Cities and hural Districts in order that a survey of the 
school population be made and the number of subnormal chil­
dren ascertained.

1.

That the Canadian National Committee of Mental Hygiene be 
ashed to make this survey.

2.

That the Coverment be asked to make a grant of 1000.003.
towards expenses.

That auxiliary classes in connection with the public schools 
be established wherever fifteen or more mentally deficient 
children of school age are found.

4.

That gifted teachers be selected and given the training neces­
sary to enable them to conduct these classes.

5.

That special grants be made to schools conducting special 
classes.

Ô.

That a school of the farm colony type be established by the 
Government.

7.

L&VtU, Ÿy),ÛVu.cf^

________________________

■

______________ ■ _____

4
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jo-:.-akti :;jt of iduca'/tow

25/29

ucbec, February 6th, 1SÛ0

Dear Sir Arthur

^ ^ Y?U afc iI‘otiatily aware that the authorized reader - for-?;tr W “ V"SSS Readers

at one time they have 1-n. been in hV,es that coule oe had
other sets which are more "in 'aceorda'-v -itXn «‘Iff} 0 estxm, -âon by several 
Moreover, they are authorize- n! 7Un pref®nt da>' educ, tional Ideals,

the published would in c a l 1>art of *a6 vorld and
accessary, for thi !ro vince done. ' lifc'inCiAiK:- tu .-r-oda.ee hew plates now

in use
and

concluded tentatively^that " °set k -< Trt ' - ,3oV°ïï1 sets 0l> -'e;^ers and
published by the Nelson »s would aeau mg and Think in,to our , ur oses. 1 ' ,Ua ceit ln an«r tions, be best adapted

prominent teachSs^’Inspectors an?^^dXhool6~UPi>00ple8 to twenty-eicht 
criticisms under several head- nf thn tA 1 i^rofessors, inviting their estions for f^LlrTaSra??ons°^t0^ ^ 
I received nineteen reulies ui «rr,*, 7° daF j /he books to Canadian use.»*• Thas, ^.SKîîttS1,;*'?*'*-
everything that could serve for the imnroNA t Ath': 1,613011 8 and
under the supervision of hr. ... C.‘ oodlev pSinAtJî readers was adopted
mount schools. te did hi rori v principal of one o the est-
sklll and judgment. I believe" but î V ni? ? 3‘ aP? apparent y with muefc
school for Teachers wns associated In the ,-orC ' 1 * 'jnmt 01 the

now in final form1? or your * con d- At iA1 J v®*8 to fund Fou a set which is 
Press work in the booki wuiSh you wiîî ÎL ?houlî reme?b‘:r the 
will be expected when the or'- Aï-- ^ ivJ.is not equal to that which

sriirjrztz ^ A* A*- as £z.';n to*.noth^mem eTfor’MB £? '"if Vf*"' fho »o«to he
end of this cirouL r lettor* i-mAs tS®* Xf ,cre ib no name given at the 
fron, some other .eater '

me et in • of thr r «'i red to make a more complete rt: ort at then!w Report or bv umni! of v la '>nth, oil .or by submit tin, a
that mr.y be asked/^ renting thi orally, and by answering any questions

which I receives întcîJ' uk •voti to know th< t of the nineteen revorts
tioize I? u A ta0ae Wli0 ?eru askcd to exa.u e t o b oka ana to cri-
djstJnctVy A nr Apronounced the books even in their original form as
better tha/itA» h r th<; GroWj? Hcadcj 3* ljl Its present foztn it is even
lefnotory re ia mAwA 8 IT’ alon* anci the prices that are offered are sat- 1 010ry* relatively, to those o‘ other - ts.

a publisher^ Mem random which 
I asked that it should be printed as

*. 1 send to you, hoi wit u
v0 7r!0 ln the form of a Letter. *
a pamphlet for your re tor oonve.,iv.„ce.

came

•s fa ithfully,
To—>.

end/ hi • ctor off1 as ant Elue t ion

won
m

Cr
m

€▼
 CT

>
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¥ February 7th, 1930.
'

.

ivvv;

5, •". P&rraalee,Br,
Bepartmemt of Education, 

U O t> 6 O *

Boar Br, pr nnaleo.

I acknowledge y cur circular 
letter of the 6th regarding a prcpccal for 
a new sot of readers for use in the Protectant 
Schools of 3ueL-ec,
years it it more than time for a change, and 
shall he glad to examine the hoolrs you are 
going to send me*

I agree that after thirty

\

Ever yours faithfully,

principal*

r



World Progress" was authorized in Quebec for four years commencing with 1923. We were given to under­
stand that it was the unanimous choice of the History 
section of the Textbook Committee some of whom were :*

Nicholson, Prof. Derick, Prof. Kneelands, Dean Laird and Messrs. Walsh, Murray and Chalk. The first criticism

44.4 , Having learned from Professor Waugh that the 
cru.ticism was to be embodied in a Report, our Canadian 
representative, Mr. Yates, made reasonable and courteous efforts to ascertain the details of this criticism and to 

eiivt one book. He also requested that he be given a chance to appear before the committee engaged in maving 
the Report. Mr. Yates is a graduate of McGill and a 
xhoaes^ Scholar, and I know from his letters to me at the 
-irne ohat he felt very keenly the curt treatment accorded 
nim by Professors Williams and Waugh. He got the im-

tliat they were unwilling to listen to any defence 
book, that there was probably some friction between 

H*6 History Faculty and thd Quebec Textbook Committee over
history course for high schools, and that our book was being made the target for the attack.

During the past year or so there has been a certain amount of criticism directed against a textbook 
of ours, West's World Progress, which is the authorized 
textbook for use in the Protestant high schools of 
Quebec. This criticism emanates chiefly, 
from the professors of History at McGill. we understand,

Dear Sir:

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University, 
Montreal, P. ti.

» ^
ALLYN AND BACON

BOSTON
50, BEACON STREET

September 29, 1924.
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of which we had cognizance was made by Dr. Fryer at a 
Teachers’ Convention in Montreal; the book was defended 
at that time by a member of the Textbook Committee. We 
heard of this through a Montreal bookseller who gave us 
the impression that the curriculum was the real point 
at issue. Subsequent to this, The History Association 
of Montreal, of which Prof. Williams is President and 
Prof. Waugh Chairman of a committee on texts, has 
issued a report on the history situation in yuebec. I 
am enclosing a copy of this report.

In this Report, Part II(especially Sec.6b) 
represents a contrary point of view to that of the 
authorities responsible for the framing of the curricu­
lum. Does it not seem to show that, while our book may 
not be liked, the curriculum is disliked more? If 
there is any substance to that surmise, we, of course, 
are keenly interested to the extent of not wishing our 
text to bear the brunt of the attack. If the curriculum 
is the point at issue, it should, of course, be taken up 
with the Department of Public Instruction.

Paragraph 4, Part I, deals particularly with 
our text. Since the History Association of Montreal is 
sponsored by McGill professors, this constitutes a severe 
arraignment of our book elsewhere in Canada. At the same 
time it practically puts the imprimatur of McGill on two 
books published by a rival American publishing firm, the first mentioned of these texts has been displaced in 
^British Columbia by "World Progress" for reasons more 
valid than those set forth against West in this Report.
The competing book has also been taken off the "preferred" 
list of texts for Upper School use in Ontario. I am 
wondering, therefore, if the committee subjected the 
alternative texts to the same rigorous examination that 
was directed against West.

Because it is hardly in point here, I shall 
not adduce favorable evidence from other provinces in 
which "World Progress" is used as well as from others 
which are considering it for use. If you care to have 
me do so, I shall be happy to refer you to educators, 
not merely in other provinces of Canada, but in yuebec 
itself, who place a far different estimate upon the book 
than that contained in the report.

I wish that it might be possible for Mr. Yates 
to have an interview with you in regard to this matter.

.

■

.

mm

.
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which, I feel sure, must interest you as a leader of 
education in the Province of Quebec and as Principal 
of McGill University.

Sincerely yours,

'CKgjOs



ALLYN AND BACON
BOSTON

50, BEACON STREET

October 11, 1934.m

Sir Arthur Currie 
McGill University 
Montreal, P.Q, Canada• >

Dear Sir Arthur,

I am very grateful to you for your good 
letter of October ninth in regard to West’s World 
Progress.

I was very much at fault in my former 
letter for giving the impression that I had the pre­
sumption to represent that it would be proper for you

I see very clearly the B

:§Sto intervene in this matter, 
force and justice of the reasons that you give for not^ 
taking a hand in the matter, and I a.m much pleased with 
the expression of views in your letter.

I am going to ask Mr. Yates to call on
He is a fine fellow,you when he is next in Montreal, 

and I am sure you will enjoy meeting him in a personal 
way. And I can promise for Mr. Yates that he will not 
try to discuss with you the status of our book.

A:
is:
sV

With many thanks for your letter and
: with best wishes, believe me

If
Sincerely yours,i

I .ibB (Baca.

h
ËB

■

8
■

,
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mu i -
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October 9, 1924*riIf
mmi
M

s Charles E* Bacon, Esq 
."■leasers Allyn and 3aoon, 
50, Beacon 3t.
Boston*

• »

I■

i?
Dear :ir. Bacon:-

I I beg to acknowledge the receipt of -our letter of September 29th rowing oat’s - ^rld Progre^ - 
tn t yon say that the criticism of this book emanates 
the professors of Ulster/ of this University, and also 
5hvt y°ttJir-v® «16 impression that there was some discussion 
between the Apartment of Beechers and the Text-book Co -ittee.

I I note 
from

rEeiillSifHÉF’Cormittee or with any other ,art of the School Oomittec.^It 
V70ala indeed be most improper for me to do so.

,. JSP-ia I mast draw your attention to the fact th t 
tne ac.ivitios of the Professors of this Colle-e outside of 
the oniversity re entirely their own concern, and what 
professor illiams rad Professor Waugh may judge fit to say 
-n meeting held or reports aide by the History Association of 
iioatreal, is not a subject regarding which the authorities 

oue university or myself as its ...rincipal, would Intervene.
-31® *hat the History1- Association chooses to recomend 

certain toxt-boo :s can cortiinly ot be talcen as indie ting any 
official approval on the p&rt of the toiversity. me History 
.-ssocir ticm is primarily an association of teachers, end has no 
official connection with the university. I do not think I need 
gi/e ;/oa any further explanation to show you tha it would be 
uiio incorrect for ne to interfere in any way In the present 

controversy, and xdiile I should be glad to see PIT. Yates, It 
wo aid be quite impossible for me to discuss with him the status 
of -Test * s " v’orld Progress."

Yours faithfully,

.

:

__
__
__
__
__
__
_



October 9, 1924.

Sir Frederick ' 1lliams-Bnylor, 
General HUmager, Bank of Uontreal. 
Hontrosl*

\
Dear Sir Frederick;-

I sa glad to note your interest in the to .chine; 
of kistory in our schools, ad l have carefully observed 
the iATOgmihs to wfoioh you draw tteation.

I m sure that you will be infc rested in reading 
the enclosed co_.y of a rejpart of this book made by the 
History Association, of xitich the ^resident is tiio 
irofesser of History :.t du ill.

.:§r j_>ooitioa in the mat tor is , -aim sure j-hat 
will aider stead, rathçr a difficult one-. Jhe ooolt was. 
approved by "no 2ezt-book Ooerdlttee of the protestant 
School : omit toe, nd their r v*rt ms duly accented.
I know tli t you will realise that it would be Improper 
fo me to Eisa a st tement reflecting on décisions of 
the protestant School Committee, nad yo i - i 1 also a, reo 
with mo th t the rovincial Depart ent of lucation 
would rosent s y attempt on the part of tho ttol/crsity 
to usurp a'right © supervision possessed by tno rovinco 
alone.

I might say for your information t at I have been 
asked by the publishers of the book to defend it in some 
measure ay Inst the report of the History Association, but 
I alive told them that I can do nothing* .1 am sure i 
will realise th t in.riinw >f what is a united opinion of 
''©st*s * ’ orld' progress, " some steps night hove to bo taken 
to reconsider the décision of the Sîext-book Commit toe.

t

Tours faithfully,

-.rinolpal.

.. ...... . -,,,,,* ...... ma—

■i.

'

■

IIP

____________________________ ._______ ;________________________________■ ________________________________ ;______________________________________
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j
Dear Sir Arthur, i

May I venture to ask if you would have 
"The story of world progress" - of which a copy ac­
companies this letter - analyzed or criticized to 
an extent that will enable you to form an opinion as 
to whether or not it is a proper book for use by the High School of Montreal. *

without going into details, I would draw 
your attention to the fact first that it is an Amer­
ican publication, that on page 623 the British Govern­
ment is held chiefly responsible for the Balkan crime 
of 178 and, in sequence, the world war of 1914. on 
page 632 you will find the part played oy Canada in 
the war confined to five lines in a footnote, as com­
pared with many pages devoted to the part therein played 
by the United States of America.

X have no hesitation in expressing the opin­
ion that it is little short of a scandal that the book 
in question should be in use in any Canadian school.

Ho one, it seems to me, can deal with the 
matter more effectually than yourself and I leave it in 
your hands with confidence, and with thanks in anticipa­
tion, believe me,

Yours sincerely,

General Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B., K.C.M.G 
McGill University,

Montreal.
‘93 • i

■
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52, Rosemount Apartments,
1, Rosemount Avenue,

Westmount, P. Q.

November 12th, 1924

Private

General Sir Arthur V». Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University 
Montre

•LL.D.K.C.B• ♦ • »

1.
Dear Sir Arthur:

Since receipt of your letter of November 5th I 

have been hoping for an opportunity to call on you, but owing 

to my departure for Europe on Eriday, I shall have to await an 

opportunity on my return after Christmas.

Thanking you for your letter,

Yours very truly,

93
 •



November 5th, 1924.

C»E.E.Usshor, Esq 
52, Rosemount Apartments, 
1, Rosemount Avenue, 
Westmount, ?.q;

• I

Dear Mr. Ussher:-
I have your letter of yesterday 

with reference to West's History. ,
I -hold, the same opinion as you 

do and agree with what the Gasotte said, 
say that when the matter of adopting the text­
book came before the Protestant Committee of the 
Department of Public Instruction I opposed its 
adoption.
consistently opposed it, but we were over-ruled. 
On different occasions the matter has been 
referred to and I hope that some action may yet 
be taken which will give us an acceptable text­
book.

I may

£he History Department of McGill has

I shall be very glad to see you 
any time you can make it convenient to cone up.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

,_____________________ ykSfc "J'



__________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________

52, Bosemount Apartments,
1, Bosemount Avenue, 

Westmount, P. Q.

November 4th, 1924.

Private

LL.D.General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal,

McGill University, 
Montreal.

K.C.B• t• »

My dear Sir Arthur:

On page 12 of Montreal Gazette, November 4th, you will 
see a reprint from the Toronto Globe headed "A Montreal Text-Book”, to 
which I, In my capacity as a private citizen, invite your attention.

A number of years ago I was profoundly Impressed by a 
painting entitled "Porgotten", by a celebrated Bussian artist, the 
subject being the clothed corpse of a soldier lying on the ground, and 
had those responsible for the use of the text-book referred to in the 
Gazette article seen the picture, it would never have been possible 
for them to permit a book to be used for Instructing the oncoming 
generations, which the Gazette characterizes as "glaring above all 
"else, the exclusion of Canada* s part in the Great War, while nearly 
"twenty pages are devoted to the part played by the United States. 
"Canada's share in the conflict is given a footnote of five lines for 
"the Canadian edition of the book.", nor would the person who signs 
himself "Another Teacher", whose letter appears in the Gazette of 
November 1st, endeavor to excuse the use of this book and condone the 
unpardonable offense of it being used in any part of Canada.

i appeal to you in private and with confidence that 
you will not let this affair terminate with only newspaper comment.

There is much 1 should like to say to you on the sub­
ject, but dare not writo.

Yours very truly,

O. E. E. USSHER



}/syf' (jC tr
McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL.

Faculty of1 Arts

Department of History'

19th March 1924.

Dear Mr.Principal,
l§

In general I may say that I agree with the condemnation of

West’s book, recently adopted as a text-book in the Quebec schools, 

as expressed in the enclosed letter. The other members of the His­

tory dppart-^men^as well as myself regret that this book has been adop­

ted.

In October 1922 Dr.Nicholson sent me West’s book to see &

asked me not only to give my opinion about it but also to make 

tions about the History curriculum in 

I carefully considered the whole matter

sugges-

My colleagues &

& in November 1922 I sent a

letter embodying our views to the curriculum committee.

the schools

In this

letter we set forth what in our opinion would be a suitable history 

you with our detailed proposals, as 

was paid to them, but in the course of them

curriculum. I need not trouble

apparently no attention

we said:-
r

We do not think that the last 
should be devoted to

two years or even the last
, . general history. At this stage it is important
ciseeofntheUmInd6 r°“t hi“tory in aoa* * ■«Une « real exer-

tne mind of it. A general history of the type of Parrot's is

yeur

I

too slight to give much training, 
dreary pemmican from which

"while West’s & those like it 
it is difficult to get

Htiare a 
any detailed idea si' I

.siI also suggested that T should be happy to meet the 

to give our views both

<7i sMCommittee

on the curriculum^ on Went in greater det.il;
E:
I

mu■

■



but my only interview with the committee 

the matter «mi practicàlly decided.
way some months later when

Without committing myself to all the criticisms 

closed letter, from what I have
in the en—

seen of West I do not think it is at

all a suitable book for school children, even if, as I do not think,
the study of general history is useful at that stage 

however,to say that the book
* I should like, 

condemns itself from the mere fact that
it has been necessary to produce a special Canadian euition. A good

revised for each country in which ithistory does not require to be 

is read.

I may add that out History Association of Montreal, which ccn- 

has recently set up a committee totains a large number of teachers, 

consider that question of the most suitable history curriculum &

is shortly bringing out its report, 

unequivocally condemned in it. 

on the committee deciding 

schools, though therex

text
books for schools.

& I understand that West’s book is
The committee i

I think it is unfortunate that
on

the history curriculum & text-books for are
McGill representatives, there is 

1 return Miss
no representative of this department,

Smith’s letter.

Yours very truly,

t £WL/ J

iü

"

:

i

m

v:

u

gy yyw.a , : .yill& WÈIf
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Principal#

Dear Hiss Smith:-
Thank you very much for your 

letter of March 13th re the text-book pre­
scribed at McGill for matriculation work in 
History.

Lot me frankly admit that I 
have never read the book and, therefore, am not 
now in a position to make any comment on the 
criticisms you offer. The charge that the book 
is prescribed by McGill University holds good 
only because we accept as matriculation standard 
the School Leaving Examinations from the high 
schools in the Province of Quebec. The text­
books used in preparation for those examinations 
are chosen by The Protestant Committee of The 
Department of Public Instruction of this Province.

I notice that you aro writing from 
the Carletort School for Girls of Ottawa,Ont. 
your teacher of History objects to this text-book 
you will remember that we admit to McGill those who 
have passed the matriculation examination of other 
Canadian universities.

If

I may say in closing that when 
this text-book was up for consideration the History 
Department of this university refused to give their approval.

Yours faithfully.

March 17th, 1924.

Miss Clarlbel Smith, B.A 
The Carleton School for Girls, 
152 Argyle Avenue,
Ottawa,Ont.
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March 25th 1924.

Misa Claribel Smith, B.A.,
The Carla ton School for Girl a, 

152 Argyle Ave.,
Ottawa,Ont.

Dear Miss Smith,

?our letter of the 13th Inst, 
regarding West’s History has been given, as it merits, 
very careful attention.

will, of course, understand that 
this university is not in a position of bo ins able to 
prescribe books but is merely entitled to representation 
on the Committee.

I understand that the Historical 
Association of Montreal has recently set up a Com ittee 
to consider the question of a history curriculum for 
schools and that the report of this Committee is likely 
to condemn West’s History. Just what effect this will 
nave on the regulations I do not know but it will doubt­
less be taken into consideration.

Yours faithfully.

Principal.

____________________________________________________________



The Carleton School for Girls 
152 Argyle Avenue

Ottawa, March 13th, 1924

Major-General
Sir A. W. Currie, G.C.M.G 

McGill University
Montreal, P. V

K.C.B. ,LL.D• »

Sir:
Miss Wadsworth, the teacher of history, having drawn my 

attention to the new text-book prescribed by McGill University 

for matriculation work, -"World Progress", by Willis Mason West,

I have takensometime Professor in the University of Minnesota,

Though not possessing the social prestigetime to look through it, 

and superior attainments which justify a protest, or the honour 

of a personal acquaintance which would excuse encroachment upon 

your valuable time, I venture to bring to your notice several

characteristics of this history.
(1) While 1 am aware that kings, queens and potentates are, 

in the present fashion of writing, absolutely out-of-date, it 

seems regrettable that heroes are among the exiles from polite 

history. In this instance Wellington and Nelson are mere names, 

dismissed with a stroke of the pen. Our British troops of 

1914-18 and their comrades are treated with no greater respect. 

Boys and girls of fifteen and sixteen have not a sufficient 

background of detailed information to be able to fill in the 

gaps for themselves ; for bread they will receive stones; heroes 

they must look for in the "movies".
(2) On page 601 there is the statement :-"Modern Civiliza­

tion is based upon industrialism". For those whose fund of 

general information is limited, whose judgment is crude, and 

whose ideals are just being formed, this is decidedly misleading.



(2)
Hbr is this an isolated case. pparently with deliberate in­
tention, romance, reverence and religion have been ignored. 
The whole teaching of the book is materialistic.

(3) The international relations of Great Britain are
regarded as based for the greater part upon greed and selfish­
ness :

Page 399: Reading - “Wars of Greed*.
Paragraph 3: "The remaining ..... spoils".

" 4: Connects Great Britain with this
"disgraceful scramble for spoils".

realms".

449:

" 608: "Britain of course
" S09: "Largely through ...........
" 615: "Year after year ...........

"This division of plunder . .
11 668: "China got less......... .. .

(4) The general trend of teaching is republican; 

is made bo snow that the greatest safeguard of our British democracy 
is our monarchy - that we have a greater degree of "responsible" 

government than the United States.
Page 543: "The bond

money."
evil of war".

656: . . civilization".
much."

np attempt

Hâtions".
Compare with this the present text-book:The Groundwork of 

British History: by Warner and Marten -

Page 6I3: "but the greatest influence ... .of the Crown."
(5) Prom the purely academic and pedagogical standpoint the 

book is too much of a mere outline for boys and girls of fifteen to 

It is true that instructor and pupil are referred to 
other works for more detailed information, but the average teacher 
will agree that his pupils have no time, with a multiplicity of 

studies and sports, to read much beyond the authorized text. The

seventeen.



(3)

worst possible equipment for either an individual or a member
p?C SCribed

of the commonwealth is a set of opinions prooentod for him and 

unsupported by personal and detailed knowledge oi facts.

(6) The text-book is evidently designed primarily for 

American students, with statements inserted here and there to 

justify the "Canadian edition".
(7) I have not referred to the statements in regard to 

the origin of the Church of England, which would not in the 

least accord with the teachings of that body; for as its members

in school histories for accuracy of statementsdo not look
about such matters, that point is negligible.

(8) The book weighs two pounds, six ounces; contains 669 

pages, only 364 of which are to be read, and costs ^2.85. It 

is true that this one volume is substituted for two ; but compare 

the detailed information of those two, their sane, loyal and 

reverent tone, with the dyspeptic, sneering and cynical utter­

ances of the new text !
(9) If you can find time to read the account of the </ar of 

1914-18, from your knowledge of its events you will, I am sure, 

hesitate to place it before Canadian students,

(10) Throughout Christianity is covertly mocked:

Page 626: "One reason .................

The good faith of Britain is impeached :

. conditions"

sensitive". 
history".

Page 532: "At last
"So, it was hoped

closely"•" 538: "Moreover
general".542: "Soon

Loyalty to theMonarchical government is treated as effete. 

Empire is regarded as unsubstantial.



(4)

Encouragement to approach you is based upon the belief that 

you regard these matters from the standpoint of firm loyalty towards 

Great Britain, reverence for self-sacrifice, desire for high 

national ideals, and the sane judgment - untrammelled by academic 

fetters - of one who has lived in the world of action as well as 

of tliought#

Believe me, Sir,

Yours faithfully

/3. i-fh - 1
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House of Commons 
Canada

901 Vancouver Block,
Vancouver, B.G,

15th -December 1924,

General Sir Arthur Ourrie, G.G M.G • t• >

Principal, McGill University,

MOITTBEAL, P.Q.

î'.Iy dear General: -

I enclose herewith copy of letter which

I have received from Hack Eastman, Professor of History

which is self-explanatory. Iin the University of B.C 

have forwarded to you copy of "World Progress" as suggested

• *

By him.

I have read portions of it with consider­

able interest, But am not in a position to give an 

opinion as to whether it will Be useful as a Yext Book,

There are a few inaccuracies that I have noted But, no doubla 

these will Be corrected as he suggests, in the next edition.

If you have time, I am sure he would 

appreciate it very much if you would 1 ok over the Book 

yourself or have one of your staff look it over, and let

____________________________________ ____________________________________________________

i
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House of Commons 
Canada

-2-

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C IvI.G 1-• * • t

me Imow what you think of it.

With kind regards and best wishes to yourself 

ai;d Lady Currie for a very merry Christmas and a happy hew 

Year, I am,

Yours sincerely,

JAC/lIF.

.♦y-.,,:,*,;.



THS UHIYEHSITY OS BRITISH ü( IUI 3IA 
(Department of History)

Copy.

Vanc outqr, Canada. 

December 9, 1924.

Brigadier-General J.A. Clark» 
736 Granville Street,
YAII COUTER.

Dear General Clark;-*
I am leaving a copy of "World Progress" at your office. 

If you think that General Currie might have time to glance at the-book 

as a whole, but more particularly at my chapter on the World War,

I should be much obliged if you would forward it to him with a word

I have corrected the date under the picture we werefrom yourself, 
discussing, of General* Currie and his staff at i.Ions.

If you do send it to him, and if you think best, you 

might mention in your note that you have heard that the original

American version of westTs "World Progress" has been subjected lately 

to considerable adverse criticism in Quebec Province, but that my

of the book has been well received by therevision and extension 
Press of B.C., and approved in the legislature by members who hither­

to have assumed a critical attitude to History text-books in our

schools.

I have put the stamps on ready for mailing in case you

decide to send it.

I hope you v/ill feel perfectly free to refrain from 

doing so in case you think it would be an imposition on General Currie.

My only excuse for bothering either you or him is that this text-book
advanc e

marks a very decided /Upon all other world history ÿext-books used in

Of course even this edition containsany other Canadian Province, 

a number of slight faults of omission, and a few of commission, but

Mm

is

x.

________________
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I am going to endeavour during the coming winter to put the whole 
into as nearly perfect shape as possible.

Very sincerely yours,
MACK EASŒMAH.

P. S.
You can, of course, have a copy of "World Progress" for 

yourself if you think you would have time to look at it.

P.P?S.- 1 have just been informed from Edmonton that Alberta 
has taken it on for next September.

E.

■ i- vvw-'PM
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January 9th, 1925.

Brigadier-General J. A. Clark, 
901 Vancouver Block,
Vancouver, B.C.

My dear Clark
On my return to Montreal after the 

Christmas vacation I found awaiting ne your letter of 
last December, with which you enclosed a copy of one 
from Mr. Mack Bastman to yourself.

It is true that the matter of "ost’s 
History has engendered quite a controversy in Montreal.
I think Professor Castman’o chapter on the war frees the 
7/ork of one of the objections raised, but, on the other 
hand, there are people v;ho say that he has written too 
much about the war, but hov/ anyone could write what 
purports to be a world's history and make little allusion 
to the Great "ar passes my understanding.

I daresay those in favour of "est’s 
History exceed in number those opposed to it, but there 
aro many students of history who doubt the advisability . 
of-putting such a book in the curriculxim of High School 
students. Personally, 1 question the propriety and use­
fulness of asking any students of our Public or High 
Schools to use such a comprehensive work in the study of 
history v/hen they have so many other subjects to read.
You will gather I an not particularly keen on the book, 
although I admit I have no„ carefully read it from cover 
to cover.
courtesy in sending me the book and 1 hope in the n ar 
future to be able to read it more conscientiously.

I thank Professor Bastmae very much for his



___ _

V

Brigadier-General j. A « Clark - 2 -

Some time during the present 
session I hope you can come to Uontroal and possibly 
spend a week-end with me.

Cordially reciprocating your
good wishes, I an.

Yours faithfully.

Z

t
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House of Commons 
Canaclti 901 Vancouver Block, 

Vancouver, B.C 
19th Jan.1925

• y

ma
m

.0. ,11.0General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C 

MacGill University,

• y• y

IIOITTREAL, P.M.

Hy dear General:-
Many thanks, indeed, for yours of the 9th 

I hope I may he able to take advantage of 

kind invitation and visit you in Montreal
inst.

your very 

during the present Session.

With kindest regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,

JAC/MF.



W:___

February 28th, 1930.
a

m REPORT OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON

Submitted at a meeting of the Protestant Committee of 
Council of Education, February 28th. 1930„

the

11

Your Sub-Committee has much pleasure in reporting that 
the two classes established by the P.B=ScC under the Special 
Classes education Act at the re-opening of schools in September 
last have made satisfactory progress, and that two additional 
classes were opened under the same board on the first of February,

Dr Sinclair inspected these classes on his way through 
Montreal last autumn, and expressed his satisfaction at the pro­
gress made. nach of the four teachers who received 
training for the work at the Toronto Training School 
presented a detailed report of her experiences, 
of these reports is

I

special 
last summer 

A copy of one
annexed herewith for reference,,

following outline of the activities of your Sub- 
Committee may be of interest at this stage of the development 
of the work. On 1927 a Sub-Committee was appointed, with Pro­
fessor Carrie Derrick as convener, to study the question of Re­
tarded and Mentally Defective Children. This Sub-Committee 
presented a valuable report drafted by Miss Derrick, the convener, 
yktch was carefully considered by this Committee ôn'October, 1928,

?°n?e^e?-T?STTUnable t0 be Present through illness, Dr 
diversity, Director of the Mental Hygiene 

Mont+Ja1’ yas mvited to be present and to address
ît 2? the su^ect of the report. The report was adopted with the exception of paragraph 3 concerning the survey,
+0lved thata Commission be appointed, with Dr Rexford 

aa Chairman, to carry into effect the recommendation of the Sub- 
uommittee o

After consultation with the Chairman, Dr Rexford ar­
ranged for an interview with Dr Sinclair, Inspector of these 
special classes in Ontario, on November 14th, and obtained valuable 
information concerning the organization and maintenance of these 
classes, about 150 of which were under Dr Sinclair-s direction.
A valuable supply of literature was also secured concerning the 
work of these classes.

At_the December meeting of the Protestant Committee, 
the Sub-Committee was completed by the addition of the names 
of Miss Derrick, Andrew R. McMaster, Esq-, Dr Parmelee and the 
Chairman of the Committee. Later on in December a meeting of 
the Sub-Committee was held, the work'done by the Chairman was 
reported, and further plans arranged.

January 10th, 1929» A second interview was arranged 
with Dr Sinclair in Toronto for further study of the details of 
their special classes system, 
elements of our problem were outlined, and the necessary provisions 
of an Enabling Act were considered.
the S ecial Summer Training School in Toronto was secured for our 
teachers.

At this time the essential

The privilege of attending

January 19th, 1929. A Sub-Committee meeting was held, 
the results of the study under Dr Sinclair were reported, and an 
outline of a report to the Protestant Committee was prepared.

may 16 1930
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W -t? ebruary 22nd, 1929, A detailed report under eightheads was presented to the protestant Committee* The report 
was adopted and the Sub-Committoe was continued, with instructions 
to interview the Government as to the best methods of carrying 
out the report* ' 1/ 6

.V

. _ _During march and April a Government Bill was introduced
into the .Legislature and adopted, providing for the organization 
and management of the special classes.

At the flay meeting of the Protestant Committee in 
Montreal the members of the achool boards on the Island of 
Montreal were invited to be present to hear an address f 
Dr Sinclair on the subject of Retarded Children, rom

, , . ®ri 1 olloving^day, May 18th, your Sub—Committee
had an interview with the Protestant Board of School Comnis- 
sioners of Montreal, Dr Sinclair being present * On June 
otn the P.jj.S.Co meld a special meeting to consider the ques­
tion of retarded children, and decided to open two Special 
Classes in September following.

June 13th, An interview was arranged with Premier 
Taschereau, the situation explained to him, and a letter left 
with the Premier setting forth the requirements of these classes*

June 21st* A letter was received from the Premier stating that the sum of v150Qo had been provided for these classes*
In all these negotiations your Sub-Committee has been 

mindful of the very valuable report presented by Miss Derrick 
and adopted by the Protestant Committee in October. 1928. as 
will appear from the following extract from a letter addressed 
to Premier Taschereau in June last

"We are deeply grateful for the active support you have 
given to^ this movement in favor of backward children*
Wo have had the advantage in this movement of the leader­
ship of Professor Carrie Derrick of lie Gill U iversity, 
of our members, who has taken a prominent part in all 
Canadian movements in this connection, and whose compre­
hensive and valuable report presented to the Protestant 
Committee last year aroused the Committee to a serious 
study of this whole question,w

T e foregoing outline indicates that very creditable 
progress has been made in this important movement during the 
first year of practical work. The whole situation has been 
carefully investigated* An Enabling Act has been secured by 
the Legislature. An annual grant in aid has been secured by ■ 
the Government. Four selected teachers have been trained for 
tnis work; four Special Classes for Retarded Children have 
been organized under the Special Act*

one

A good beginning has been made, but much remains to 
bo done. A series of regulations governing the organization 
and management of these lasses will require to be formulated 
and arrangements made for the establishment of Spec la classes 
in other large centres in the Province*

Respectfully sub ni11ed,

(Signed) Elson I„ Roxford 

W. G, Mitchell



_____________________________

gS;

PROPOSED OUTLINE IN PHYSIOGRAPHY FOR GRADES X AND XI 
IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

te

1. Rocks :—
(a) The common rock-forming minerals (quartz, the feldspars, calcite, the 

micas, hornblende, magnetite).
(b) Classification of rocks: (sedimentary, igneous, metamorphic).
(c) The ability to recognize and classify simple specimens.

2. Weathering and Erosion :—
(a) Agents of Weathering: (atmospheric gases and temperature, water, 

organisms).
(b) Rate and Results of Weathering.
(c) Agents of Erosion : (wind, rivers, oceans, lakes and glaciers, gravity 

ice); their effects.
3. Rivers and River Valleys:—-

(a) Terminology.
(b) Sources.
(c) River erosion (corrosion, corrasion, solution).
(d) \ oung streams (initial drainage on plains, plateaus or mountains; 

lakes, gorges, tributaries, waterfalls, nature of sediment carried).
(e) Mature streams (valleys; development of tributaries, flood plains, ter­

races, deltas and alluvial fans).
(1) Old Streams (peneplains, base level, nature of divides and of tributaries), 
(g) Unusual conditions (potholes, beaver-meadows, piracy, rejuvenation 

of rivers).
4. Lakes, Swamps and Underground Water:—

(a) Origin of lakes.
(b) Salt lakes—their causes.
(c) Causes for removal of lakes.
(d) Origin of swamps.
(e) Ground water, springs, undergronud streams, sink holes, natural bridges, 

stalactites, stalagmites.
(f) Artesian Wells.

5. Plains and Plateaus:—
(1) General charcteristics of plains.
(2) Origin of plains.
(3) Climate, drainage and erosion of plains.
(4) General characteristics of plateaus.
(5) Origin of plateaus.
(6) Climate, drainage and erosion of plateaus.

6. Mountains:—
(a) Mt. terminology.
(b) Distribution of mountains.
(c) Origin of mountains.
(d) General characteristics of and different types of mountains.
(e) Climate, drainage and erosion of mountains.
(f) Life history of Mountains.

1if MAY 151930
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7. The Oceans:—
(a) Oceanography (definit'on, methods).
(b) The ocean basins : (their general condition, deeps, ocean-bottom topo­

graphy, deposits and life on the ocean bottom).
(c) Sea-water (temperature, density, composition, colour and light).
(d) Waves (general characteristics and causes).
(e) Tides (their nature, cause, influence on different coats, spring and 

neap tides, tidal bores and races, general effects).
(f) Ocean currents (cause, effects, currents of the different oceans with 

special reference to N. Atlantic.)
8. Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Geysers, Hot Springs:—

(a) Typical volcanoes (Vesuvius—Mt. Pelée—Etna—Hawaii—Krakatoa— 
Shasta—Mr. Royal).

(b) Types of eruptions.
(c) Materials erupted—lava floods.
(d) Origin of Volcanoes and life history.
(e) Special terms (calders—-volcanic rock—dikes—bosses—sills—laccoliths—■ 

batholiths,)
(f) Earthquakes (causes—characteristics—recording and locating— effects.)
(g) Hot springs and geysers.

9. Glaciers and Ice:—
(a) Action of ice in lakes and rivers.
(b) Snow-fields and the snow line—cause of glaciers.
(c) Types of glaciers (alpine—continental—ice-sheets).
(d) Work of glaciers (moraines, striae, till, eskers, erratics, roches mou­

tonnées, hanging valleys, cirques.
(e) The glacial period and results in N. America.
(f) Ice-dammed lakes, Lakes Agassiz & Ojibway.

10. Shore Lines and Coral Formations:
(a) Shorelines of strong relief.
(b) Shorelines of weak relief.
(c) History of both types.
(d) Bars and Beaches.
(e) Coral organisms and their work.
(f) Coral islands and theories of their structure.

11. Atmosphere:—

ë

I

(a) Compos tion.
(b) Pressure (the barometer, isobars, barometric gradient.)
(c) Temperature (thermometer, isotherms, sources of heat, range of temper­

ature, seasonal variations, influence of land and water).
(d) Humidity (source, absolute and relative, influence of temperature, dew 

and frost, fog, clouds, rains snow, hail, general distribution of rainfall).
(e) Light (its nature, the spectrum, the rainbow, colours of the sky, sunset 

colours, mirage, halos, twilight).
(f) Winds (their several causes, land and sea breezes, mountain and valley

breezes).
(g) The wind systems of the earth(—westerlies, trades, monsoons, Fernel’s 

Law, horse latitudes, doldrums).
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12. Weather and Climate:—
(a) Cyclones (movement, air pressure, weather of, temperature and tropical, 

movement in N. America, theories of irigin).
(b) Anticyclones (general conditions and weather in).
(c) Thunderstorms, tornadoes, hurricanes, (their causes, weather, area of 

development).
(d) Climate (different types such as oceanic and continental, monsoon clim­

ate, the equatorial belt, trade wind belt, Mediterranean climate, the Savanna 
belts, the temperate and frigid zones.)
13. The Earth as a Planet:—-

(a) The earth’s shape (proofs).
(b) Rotation—effects.
(c) Revolution—effects.
(d) The earth’s interior (present and past theories).
(e) The states of matter on the earth.
(f) Age of the earth (proofs).
(g) Plan of the earth and theories of the origin and arrangement of the 

continents and ocean basins.
(g) Eclipses.

14. The Solar System and the Universe.
(a) Distinction between solar system and universe—members of solar system 

(planets, satellites, asteroids, meteors, meteorites, comets).
(b) The Sun (distance, size, heat, photosphere, chromosphere, corona, 

spots and their probable influence upon cyclones).
(c) Stars : (their nature, magnitude, and number, constellations, distance 

from earth).
(d) The names of a few of the constellations to be seen in our latitude.

15. Physiography of Canada—especially of Quebec:—
(a) The Regions of Canada (Canadian Shield, St. Lawrence Lowland, Great 

Plain, Appalachian and Cordillera)—A general knowledge of their structure and 
topography.

(b) The St. Lawrence (as given in section No. 217 of Tarr and Von Engeln) 
—also Sutherland “Province of Quebec—Social and Geographical Studies.”

(c) Province of Quebec :—
(1) The St. Lawrence Plain ] As given in Mr. Sutherland’s book
(2) The Appalachian Region- “Province of Quebec—Social and Geo-
(3) The Laurentian Region. J graphical Studies.”

16. (a) Text Book for Pupils’ Outline only :
Ontario High School Physiography.

(b) Teachers must have Tarr and Von Engeln’s New Physical Geography” 
also Sutherland’s Province of Quebec—Social a id Geographical Studies.”

(c) Other useful books are:—
“Physical Geography”, Lake, (Cambridge, 1925).
“Advanced Physiography”, Thornton—Longman’s.
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BEAVER HALL BUILDING

MONTREAL

December 6th.,1930*

K.C.BSir Arthur W•Currie, Esq • , G.C.M.G 
Principal & Vice Chancellor,
McGill University,
Montreal.

• »• 9

Dear Sir Arthur:
I have just received your letter 

of December 3rd, which apparently was addressed to 
my brother in error*

I thoroughly concur in your views with 
respect to the work of the Board of Trade and Cana­
dian Manufacturers Association Textbook Committee 
and appreciate that neither Professor Stanley nor 
any other member of the University Staff can very 
well publicly associate himself with that Committee.

It was my understanding that Professor 
Stanley would simply give the Committee the bene­
fit of his advice unofficially and that his name 
should not appear publicly in any way in the mat­
ter in order to avoid any possibility of embarrass­
ment to him or the University. I am not only 
speaking to Mr.George Henderson personally on the 
subject, but am sending him a copy of your letter.

;V-.

I do not want you to think the Textbook 
Committee has set itself up to judge the textbooks 
from a technical or academic standpoint as it cer­
tainly does not consider itself competent in that 
respect. My understanding of its functions is that 
it is to review the books from the standpoint of the 
subject matter dealing with Canada and the Empire 
although when faulty construction and printing are 
found in books these features are drawn to the at­

5m

Ü tention of the authorities.■ <E As you probably know, the appointment of 
the Committee was the result of some very severe

H
i.j

u ft



BEAVER HALL BUILDING

MONTREAL
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*$criticism brought out at the Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce meeting at Edmonton in 1929 regarding the 
lack of British and Canadian subject matter in some 
of the books and obvious American propaganda con­
tained in others printed in the United States.

Yours truly,

v ■
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December third, 
1 9 3 0 .

Private.

G. F. Sise, Esq 
130 McGregor Street, 
Montreal, P. Q.

• »

Dear Mr. Siso,

Vhen I spoke to you some time ago of seeking Professor 
Stanley’s advice «bout text-books , I did not realise that 
might wish him publicly to align himself with the Board of 
Trade — v,M.A, Text-book Committoo, I think you oan under­
stand that he could hardly do that. For one thing, the
University is at present being asked by the Pro testant Com­
mittee, of which I am a member, to cooperate with them in 
such matters as curriculum and text-books. Stanley some 
time ago was asked to sit in with a sub-committee of this 
body .

yo

To you, privately, I may say that I cordially welcome 
such evidences of public interest in education as the existence

Executives and committees may beof your committee affords.
the best in the world, but they still need a solid body of 
pu) ic opinion behind them. Resolutions and suggestions from 
m;n of your position can be very helpful. But school text-
nÜÎÎViihiehly technical subject. I am confident that 
drill University contains the best expert opinion on such 

matters, and should liko to see it used where it can be help- 
was with this thought that I mentioned Stanley to

you.

He tells

10 tîF xcaldid^ LVnLl**' It him' Stanley wil1 be glad, to give his
îo°*skthhim°ïo^ 1r* Mî De°embarrass ing^Servers ity* 

to ask him to subscribe publicly to your findings.

Ever yours faithfully,

%
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL

Faculty of Arts

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
May 21, 1930.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal,

McGill University.

• I

My dear Principal,

I am retu 
lui s

the 15th instant, and now to make the following statement.

rning herewith Dr. Parmelee’s letter to you, dated

I <-

The McGill Matriculation Board eliminated Physiography or 

Physical Geography from the subjects recognized for matriculation two or three 

and I do not think that there is any probability that this subject 

will be placed on the list again at any early future date, 

ization in the 5acuity any proposal of this kind would come before the Committee 

on Admissions and Matriculation Standards and I do not think that this Committee 

is likely to reverse the decision of the Matriculation Board.

years ago

Under our new organ-

If

Two things at

least must always be kept in mind in making up a list of recognized subjects for 

matriculation purposes: First, the thoroughness with which these subjects are 

taught in the schools, and sedondly, the facilities offered in the University for

continuing studies in these subjects, 

taught in the University at present and judging from my past experience I should 

say that the work done in this subject in the schools is not the equivalent of 

the work required in Physics and Chemistry, 

the subject if thoroughly taught in the schools and I should like to see instruc­

tion given in Geography in the University.

Physical Geography or Physiography is not

I have no doubt about the value of

But, until these two conditions are
•Vi.

fulfilled I should not feel disposed personally to recommend that this subject
i

I
— IB!- - ' <•- ■ ‘ .ffiSi■
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be recognized at present.
Yours very truly,
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
QUEBEC

OFFICE OF
J.C SUTHERLAND

June 10, 1930

Dear Professor: -
At the Protestant Committee meeting last month the 

enclosed Syàlabus was held over as Sir Arthur Currie stated that the 
subject of Physical Geography could not be accepted by McGill for 
matric. I often wonder why. Physical Geography is an optional sub­
ject for the University of London Intermediate Examination (end of 
Second or T^ird ^ear) and their examinations are far from "easy”.

Years ago Professor C0x used to say, "send me boys who 
have had no introduction to Physics; I prefer to give them the sta__rt 
in it."
in Physics or Chemistry is very slight. But they can be made to do 
good work in Physical Geography, and that is why the Westmount teach­
ers drew up that Syllabus.

And certainly what the rural high schools can do either

I did not know of it until it was sent here, and it 
was then only that I learnt that my book was to be a supplementary. 
It is out of print, but Nelson & Sons are ready to print a new ed­
ition.

Now what I wish to say to you is this: If the Matric. 
Board is to consider Physical Geography if it is made stronger, I 
could strengthen my book by cutting out the "social" chapters and 
by giving much more of the physical geography and geology of the 
Province, and connecting it with Canada as a whole.

Dr.Collins of the Geological Survey (Director) has sent 
me some fine prints of fossils for reproduction and is willing to

So too for De nis of thesend prints of anything else I may need. 
Mines Department here.

I am at last promoted Assistant English Secretary, 
which means Assistant Director of Protestant Education, Assistant 
Deputy Minister and enables me to sign official letters in that 
capacity. Dr.Percival, our new head, is a fine man.

I sat next to Hamilton Pyfe at the dinner here to the 
Headmasters, had much talk with him and liked him very much. I see he 
is now Principal of Queen’s.

Yours truly
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UAt the ro testant Committee me 6 ti ng last month 
the enclosed syllabus was held over, as Sir Arthur Currie stated

of Physical G ogra 
. I often onde 

the Univ 
or Third

that the s 
McGill for could not be accepted by 

Physical Geography 
of London Intermediate 
and their examinations

why.
is an option 1 sub e 
Examination (end o 
are far from "easy • T

Dr. Collins of the Geological Survey (Director) has sent me some fine prints of fossils for reproduction and is 
willing to send prints of anything else I may need.
Denis of the ^ines Department here. So too for

Now what I wish to say to you is this: If the 
Matric. Board is to consider Physical Geography if it is made 
stronger, I could strengthen iny book by cutting out the "social" 
chapters and giving much more of the physical geography and geology 
of the Province, and connecting it with Canada as a whole.

I did not know of it until it was sent here, 
and it was then only that I learnt that my book was to be a supple­
mentary . It is out of print, but Nelson & Sons are ready to 
print a new edition.

Years ago Professor Cox used to say, "send me 
boys who have had no introduction to Physics; I prefer to give 
them the start in it." And certainly what the rural high schools 
can do either in Physics or Chemistry is very slight. But they 
can be made to do good work in Physical Geography, and tha t is" 
why the Westmount teachers drew up that Syllabus".

Yours truly,
J.C.Sutherland

Dear Professor:-

June 10, 1930.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
QUEBEC
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Juno 11th, 1930.

Professor Carleton • Stanley , 
Department of Glassies.

Thank you for letting me see Sutherland*s 
of which I have taken the liberty of making andletter, copy 

retaining.

It is true that at the last meeting of the 
Protestant Committee I stated that the subject of Physical 
Geography could not at present be accepted by McGill for 
matriculation. My reasons were three, and as followss-

McGill does not regard Physical Geography as the 
equivalent of the Physics and Chemistry, such as 
it is•

The subject is not one for study in the University.

a)

b)

c) I cannot believe that it would be taught any botter 
In the High Schools than are Physios and Chemistry e/en under 
present conditions. In fact, I cannot see hov; it could bo 
taught so well. Those who aro training for teachera in the 
High Schools would not take the subject during their University 

and therefore could not be expeoted to have much moro 
knowledge (SBÜBEB of the subject t an was theirs when t -o; 
matriculated. Z9 believe, and we try hard to make others 
believe, that the first requisite of a successful teacher ic 
to know his subject. A teacher cannot teach a subject which 
he does not know, and the less he knov/s about it the loss able 
is he to teach it. He should have a far greater knowledge
than his students. As far as Physical Geography is con­
cerned, I do not see that he would have any more knowledge 
than they.

career

It is my opinion that if we accepted Physical 
Geography our standards for admission would be even lower than 
they are now, and that, you will agree with me, would be a step 
in the wrong direction.
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I should be glad to havo your opinion on my 
reasons set forth above.

ver yours faithfully.

Principal.

I

'
I

I
S3

■ '

\



McGill University

MONTREAL
Faculty of Arts 

Department of Classics June 13th, 1930.

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal,
McGill University, 
Montreal.

Bear Sir Arthur

I am afraid I did trouble you after all about Suth­
erland* 8 letter. (Sutherland, by the way, would not think of trying 
to get his way by intrigue or anything of that kind. He is the only
honest man I know in the Quebec Parliament Buildings fand genuinely in­
terested in schools)

As I said before, I think allYou ask my opinion, 
matriculants should know this geography,and at least physics, of physics 
and chemistry,as well. How, all I meant to claim for Sutherland’s 
point is that he is <iuite right in saying that physics and chemistry are 
badly taught in most of the schools,“'even in the Montreal High the 
physios that is taught is negligible in amount ; and there is a large 
room there, filled with equipment, which was once used in teaching Light, 
Sound and Electricity, but which is used no longer. And in Professor 
Evans’ text-book on Chemistry you will find in the Preface that the 
book is designed to obviate the use of a laboratory (or words to that 
effect - it’s some years "since I looked at it). Sutherland, who has 
been well trained in Science, knows what a scandalous state of affairs 
this is; whereas I am afraid, though I hope I am wr»ng, that some of us 
in McGill are complacent;and are being taken in by the mere words 
physics and chemistry.

As against all this I quite agree with you that geo­
graphy is not an easy subject to teach. On the physical side for ex­
ample it really presupposes such difficult subjects as astronomy and 
geology - subjects in which Sutherland is steeped,and in which he is 
perhaps unable to fathom the ignorance of the teachers.

In general,Canada is about a generation out of date in 
the matter of geography, and perhaps the only school in the country 

where it is really attempted is The Study, Montreal, where it is 
taught by Mrs. Adair.

Yours faithfully.

aA

CS/RA

üv:mate.

.

m

__________ ____________________________
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June 13th, 19,50.

Professor Oarleton 
Department of Glassies.

. Stanley,

_ .. .. „ Thank you for letting me see
Sutherland s letter, copy of which I have taken the 
liberty of making and retaining.

1t Is true that at the last 
meeting of the Protestant Committee I stated that the 
subject of Physical Geography could not at present be 
accepted by TIcGill fop natrlcul tien, 
were three, and as follows:- '!y reasons

a) '-cGill does not regard Physical Geography 
as the equivalent of the physlog and 
5heQistry, imperfectly taught as these are.

?he subject Is not continued for study in 
the University.

I cannot believe that it would bo taught 
any better in the High Schools than are 
Physios and shomistry oven under present 
conditions.
could be taught as well.

b)

c)

In fact, I cannot see how it

Those who are training for 
teachers of High Schools would not tako tho subject 
during their University careers and therefore could 
not be expected to have much more knowledge of it than 
was theirs when they matriculated. ‘ e believe, and 
we try hard to make others believe, that the first

■
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requisite of a successful teacher is to know his sub- 
J®clt* A teacher cannot teach a subject which he does 
not know, and the less he knov/s about it the less able is 
he to teach it»
discriminating knowledge than his students.
Physical Geography is concerned, I do not see that he 
would have much more knowledge than they.

It is my opinion that if we
accepted Physical Geography our standards for admission 
would be ovon lower than they are now, and that, you 
will agree with me, would be a step in the wrong direc­
tion.

He should have a far greater and more
As far as

I should be glad to have your
opinion on my reasons set forth above.

1§:■
Bver yours faithfully,

!/-

■
;

Pr inc ipal.
::

I

I

i
m

m I

Ÿ.



PROPOSED OUTLINE IN PHYSIOGRAPHY FOR GRADES X AND XI 
IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

1. Rocks:—
(a) The common rock-forming minerals (quartz, the feldspars, calcite, the 

micas, hornblende, magnetite).
(b) Classification of rocks: (sedimentary, igneous, metamorphic).
(c) The ability to recognize and classify simple specimens.

2. Weathering and Erosion:—
(a) Agents of Weathering: (atmospheric gases and temperature, water, 

organisms).
(b) Rate and Results of Weathering.
(c) Agents of Erosion: (wind, rivers, oceans, lakes and glaciers, gravity, 

ice); their effects.
3. Rivers and River Valleys:—

(a) Terminology.
(b) Sources.
(c) River erosion (corrosion, corrasion, solution).
(d) Young streams (initial drainage on plains, plateaus or mountains; 

lakes, gorges, tributaries, waterfalls, nature of sediment carried).
(e) Mature streams (valleys; development of tributaries, flood plains, ter­

races, deltas and alluvial fans).
(f) Old Streams (peneplains, base level, nature of divides and of tributaries).
(g) Unusual conditions (potholes, beaver-meadows, piracy, rejuvenation 

of rivers).
4. Lakes, Swamps and Underground Water:—

(a) Origin of lakes.
(b) Salt lakes—their causes.
(c) Causes for removal of lakes.
(d) Origin of swamps.
(e) Ground water, springs, undergronud streams, sink holes, natural bridges, 

stalactites, stalagmites.
(f) Artesian Wells.

5. Plains and Plateaus:—
(1) General charcteristics of plains.
(2) Origin of plains.
(3) Climate, drainage and erosion of plains.
(4) General characteristics of plateaus.
(5) Origin of plateaus.
(6) Climate, drainage and erosion of plateaus.

6. Mountains:—
(a) Mt. terminology.
(b) Distribution of mountains.
(c) Origin of mountains.
(d) General characteristics of and different types of mountains.
(e) Climate, drainage and erosion of mountains.
(f) Life history of Mountains.

F
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7. The Oceans :—
(a) Oceanography (definit'on, methods).
(b) The ocean basins: (their general condition, deeps, ocean-bottom topo­

graphy, deposits and life on the ocean bottom).
(c) Sea-water (temperature, density, composition, colour and light).
(d) Waves (general characteristics and causes).
(e) 1 ides (their nature, cause, influence on different coats, spring and 

neap tides, tidal bores and races, general effects).
(f) Ocean currents (cause, effects, currents of the different oceans with 

special reference to N. Atlantic.)
8. Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Geysers, Hot Springs:—

(a) Typical volcanoes (Vesuvius—Mt. Pelce—Etna—Hawaii—Krakatoa— 
Sbasta—Mr. Royal).

(b) Types of eruptions.
(c) Materials erupted—lava floods.
(d) Origin of Volcanoes and life history.
(e) Special terms (calders—volcanic rock—dikes—bosses—sills—laccoliths— 

batholiths,)
—characteristics—recording and locating— effects.)

and geysers.
9. Glaciers and Ice:—

(a) Action of ice in lakes and rivers.
(b) Snow-fields and the snow line—cause of glaciers.
(c) Types of glaciers (alpine—continental—ice-sheets).
(d) Work of glaciers (moraines, striae, till, eskers, erratics,, roches 

tonnées, hanging valleys, cirques.
(e) The glacial period and results in N. America.
(f) Ice-dammed lakes, Lakes Agassiz & Ojibway.

10. Shore Lines and Coral Formations:—
(a) Shorelines of strong relief.
(b) Shorelines of weak relief.
(c) History of both types.
(d) Bars and Beaches.
(e) Coral organisms and their work.
(f) Coral islands and theories of their structure.

11. Atmosphere:—

mou­

la) Compos tion.
(b) Pressure (the barometer, isobars, barometric gradient.)
(c) Temperature (thermometer, isotherms, sources of heat, range of temper­

ature, seasonal variations, influence of land and water).
(d) Humidity (source, absolute and relative, influence of temperature, dew 

and frost, tog, clouds, rains snow, hail, general distribution of rainfall).
(e) Light (its nature, the spectrum, the rainbow, colours of the sky, sunset 

colours, mirage, halos, twilight).
(D Winds (their several causes, land and sea breezes, mountain and valley

I freezes).
(g) I he wind systems of the earth(—westerlies, trades, monsoons, Fernel’s 

Law, horse latitudes, doldrums).

. •
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12. Weather and Climate:—
(a) Cyclones (movement, air pressure, weather of, temperature and tropical, 

movement in N. America, theories of trigin).
(b) Anticyclones (general conditions and weather in).
(c) Thunderstorms, tornadoes, hurricanes, (their causes, weather, area of 

development).
(d) Climate (different types such as oceanic and continental, monsoon clim­

ate, the equatorial belt, trade wind belt, Mediterranean climate, the Savanna 
belts, the temperate and frigid zones.)
13. The Earth as a Planet:—

(a) The earth’s shape (proofs).
(b) Rotation—effects.
(c) Revolution—effects.
(d) The earth’s interior (present and past theories).
(e) The states of matter on the earth.
(f) Age of the earth (proofs).
(g) Plan of the earth and theories of the origin and arrangement of the 

continents and ocean basins.
(g) Eclipses.

14. The Solar System and the Universe.
(a) Distinction between solar system and universe—members of solar system 

(planets, satellites, asteroids, meteors, meteorites, comets).
(b) The Sun (distance, size, heat, photosphere, chromosphere, 

spots and their probable influence upon cyclones).
(c) Stars : (their nature, magnitude, and number, constellations, distance 

from earth).
(d) The names of a few of the constellations to be seen in our latitude.

15. Physiography of Canada—especially of Quebec:__
(a) The Regions of Canada (Canadian Shield, St. Lawrence Lowland, Great 

Plain, Appalachian and Cordillera)—A general knowledge of their structure and 
topography.

(b) The St. Lawrence (as given in section No. 217 of Tarr and Von Engeln) 
—also Sutherland “Province of Quebec—Social and Geographical Studies.”

(c) Province of Quebec :—
(1) 1 he St. Lawrence 1 lain J As given in Mr. Sutherland’s book
(2) The Appalachian Region.. | “Province of Quebec—Social and Geo-
(3) The Laurentian Region.

16. (a) Text Book for Pupils’ Outline onfy:
Ontario High School Physiography.

(b) Teachers must have Tarr and Von Engeln’s New Physical Geography” 
also Sutherland’s Province of Quebec—Social a id Geographical Studies.”

(c) Other useful books are:—
“Physical Geography”, Lake, (Cambridge, 1925).
“Advanced Physiography”, Thornton—Longman’s.

ÉÉÜ
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONv.

Quebec, November 5th, 1930

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE PROTESTANT COMMITTEE:

CONFIDENTIAL

From time to time I propose to furnish informa­
tion to the members of the Protestant Committee dealing with 
Educational matters in the Province of Quebec. I hope that the 
information thus furnished will be considered as confidential 
and that it will be well received by the members*

Our own statistics can probably be appraised best 
The enclosed list of the number of schoolby means of comparison, 

days that the schools are in session in the various provinces is 
an illustration of this.
Quebec.

An average has not been struck for 
This is because of the fact that any average struck would 

be unfair as the number of days that a school is operated in a 
rural district would lose its significance when averaged with the 
cities. Our term varies from one of 6 months to 200 days, 
only one case of a school being open for 200 days last year.

We had

end/ Secretary, Protestant CommitteeA/



Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta
British Columbia 
Quebec

195
193
194
198
193 171
192 (1927) 161 (1927)
185 164

Varies from a six months’ term (approx 120 
days) to 200 days.

Hereafter the schoolSchools tn mpn 1y®ar shall consist of 200 teaching days.
to olile no? f e5 th?n the flay after Labour Day, and

not lu.ter than the last day of June. This rn 11
sections6 d^ayio^ of the summer vacation optional'with the

'lhhl? tile llmlts of the dates indicated. In all 
wit'- i.t.« year„13 to 06 fixed only after consultation
for the raral Schools ;i?htoaP 35 posslble- shoula be uniform

dred; teQM?HHf thLyea-r aba11 ena r-ot later than one hun- 
în^Qt3™ ??H?y t ater taïour Day. ana the second half not
one6hund?ed Sa=htogadL?! ^ Ea°h balf Sha11 c0Bprl5e

a given inspectorate.

The Christmas vacation shall 
nor

. c.ay, Victoria Day and the Anniversary of the King’s Birthday.

Days Open Average Days Attended

SCHQ0L_ DAYS AND AVERAGE ATTENDANCE. 1928 OR LATEST YEAR REPORTED

S!SK3C_SITO.TI QN

ï?r?r?hrios?he 

LMr^oro^iPiS^o^i^z^ ?h?he
period when the circumstances of the schoolrender It

necessary.
Of^^mïciüîlïy sh«n"0testant Committee reads: "The schools

, —unieipaiity shall open each year after the 15th nf Andetermined*?? Q* flrat Monda? in SeplLbe?,'L » 
detemmed b; resolution of the school board of the municipal-

QnhUl?fc'10n 139 °f tlie Protestant Committee reads-
four°o’clock inaSeb!fîï°m nin® °’clock in the forenoon till 
re^nln+iin afternoon> unless the school board by
resolution prescribes a shorter period. ^

"The

-^cNT OF EDijr
6-?/V*

%
NOV 5 1930

^^vU’ESEC
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___________ ;________________________________________________________________________ ,____________________________________

N

November 7th, 1930•

Dr* t:« P. Pcroival, 
Department of Education, 
Quebec, ?« 3*

Dear Dr. Percival,

Thank you very much for your confidential 
memorandum of the 5th November which gives a comparison 
in the number of school days that the schools are in session 
in the various provinces.

Evor yours faithfully,

Principal

\



The summer school held last 
weeks duration. summer at Mac dons. Id College was of* four

A !pecial ^rant of $2500 was secured from the Government 
the cost of staff and incidental expenses. The cost to the 

,-Q T teacher.was $30 for room and hoard for the four weeks. There 
W®re teachers in the Advanced Intermediate Class and 51 teachers in the 
^ovanced Elementary Class. Four full courses and two half 
provided all of which were compulsory.
practically all teachers who completed the summer course last year and are 
eaching this year in the schools of the Province received a bonus in 

recognition of increased training.

to

courses were 
Arrangements were made so that

e. That a medical fee of fifty cents he charged the students so that 
arrangements can he made for medical attention throughout the time 
of the summer school session.

, f• That any further arrangements for the summer school he left in the
\i \ hands cf the Director of Protestant Education.

\ C*% Montreal,
November 27, 1931 .

/

Respectfully submitted,

VConvener.

d. That in 1932 optional courses he offered; the largest number of 
courses that can be offered with the funds that are likely to he 
available will he seven. Such an arrangement would exhaust the 
ull amount of the funds available. The sub-committee recommends 
that Psychology be compulsory for all students in 1932 and that 
our other ceurses be chosen to complete the requirements of the 

summer^school for the session; that the courses be all arranged 
at different hours and that there be no maximum number of courses 
for any student, but that, if the student elects to take a course, 
that course shall be continued thfoughout the summer school session.

c. -‘•hat in the matter of registration, those teachers who have attended 
one session of the summer school be given the preference up to June 
1st, 1932; that the number to be admitted be 
number for whom bonuses are available. restricted to the

a. That the Protestant Committee authorize the Department 
the special grant of $2500 for the

b. That the summer school be held at Macdonald College from Monday, 
July 4th to Saturday, July 30th, t932.

to ask for 
summer school again this year.

Your sub-committee recommends as follows:

Dr. Gamme1],

REPORT OF THE SU3-COMMITTEE 
OF THE PROTESTANT COMMITTEE ON THE SUMMER SCHOOL.

••fC! V. '-’O; V

m W



IHSfcl kysbar ©f eehoou- report»» 
Kteber of une artifice-, text teacher:: 
.shoota open j,aTiti£' the rear* ■

9 0 e 8 : €> e 7 • 0 ♦ iv . Q ; » 8TO mi
ly£:2
1930

any lii 19 0,u-are open - O VÎ #
1- V

4. I* 1921 ,m;- l
* tUBr 208

29*1

;■■ . :!0<
46
36

31
16
10
SI

36

■ " ? ■ "'ll
3en- venture
are#»

o; pton
Chat <m tigiiay
vh*r
Oaape 
BmUnrdM 
R»U
3*iQ'’jnos turtierf icmvlop eut ver»

«JUin and Tnchlnu
MSsslasuOt 

■>t pln-MU
Kontlae 
' î-3hzaon:î. 
ihetfofA
ihor brook© (of Mol the uity o 11703 

Sborbrooke has

—tar
ITT?
U83
1802
491
503
694

1817

1160
1034
63 B

755
666

nss
taneteaft
I battrtc© { ,n ; 3

1533
ist-'W6S6

:sn *- r> 7* x>. no? ■ i • ü 3;

Sth th© laalifta „c4s of the ©f* teinte of tha .©oartnent, the foTln-sinf oavva 
hae been p?»|tt*>©4 «hlcfc should be of grant interest to the mmsbeva of the 
pvotoet? at .oistsitt^e, ;> &©v?h&t $Ss8l-*: r b*Tf»y me tad© by -• ’hrmelee 
and hi a at' ff ixt 1982 mad srnajr of the figures -••loted are by ray ef sepiporieea 
as bet sen the -autrey of 1922 and 1930, .

L>B lid

You will a©* free thi thr,t 25 of the total noBbae of aehoele s«g,stnsd ' 
©pm $ ; .oath* or i*3©» 01*1 a beats net ;y»-n Mint 20 of t>-e total of :0"«
than 22,OCX) ©Mldren encoller:: In .the-© aehbéîiè. *00# pettier oedy tr* lining 
for S' $*;©nthe or lee» bât Ik you pel the aver; go nttenâaaee at the 166 
©Shoot© open 0 months or 14hb© lit 15 pe- acfcpal, it - ann* that aor. ©tat©*© 
bet eeo 8000 pM 8860 ©hilar ft of abetft 10 are felting trr.iai^ for only 
8 r-ceths. In this stet^bsnt an nee© tint ie taken of the schools in t.
Tan b e rt, V er m n, laei tee a M W .at. eut •

The eatetendlim' f'^tare of the bovo fty-vea ,|.a the dear esse in the 
cur,b'r of tmeertifloAtiid t eeehere. tiSrSeg the psrlob a over <4 end the

Wl oahoel attendance Is seie of the larger ceuntiee will be of intereat 
to the eabesM .'•* the .omlttee, knty those ssoniies having a large 
m. .fcor #.r molle enrolled 4re -.aestiahed hare*

*v
É 

0

■ -• 
C.
V

o
 e>»

« -> 
!Q

 
"4

 PS
Ca

t œ

!»o;ie11
4

M
 Cm

*6 ti>
■ai W

<5»»•1 oc

O
 e 

1

Cs
 <

n 
e o

O
i 

c

*$ 
t-4 

C4

«f
îM

• * 
»



f
ho et

' Um i
countio* in

of 5 f oo? 3 o van t> ea8 10 eonthv to ladiviCeettl 
be of interest:a*d 13: 0 II

0» of
one he? a

o, f
Tone lier y
ithoat 
i PlO: n,3

30pOT^ 0?
Ï0 fo, 3 t., t

1th
covktt

mm

trgeateall 9 1388
1930rooo rt fo?

#ure@ not 
1930,

luCed la

47aroae S3 10 .34 1930
Stoat tag4 on i;7 28 19££16 In : o nu, ‘.ion no-., i r, thn t

Hun ! lng..;OCi hnr nc teachers 
«&ployed oneertincnted.

1930<§ Ci ftr-ioee Che to
Bonder of retool » that 
hnve boon con to 11 tod
in the interval.

Jopoton In Co- pton s tv tirtQ cor.;- oil*** tloae 
ha va been effect* in he Intmml 
pad 1 nzorc." tlon 1 th t aut- 
serti ii .* ",t t )$»ehef* h • ve tltso at 
41 an *r>oe red.

mn 7 i m 
1930

Msaleouoi 20 7
1930

tfttlft $ 23 £8 19E2£

ietssorU 17 4 te

Cten,, tend 16 83
Bare «gain the hole 
Jttù; tion bR.B boon oh nr@d 
through c*aaell4stiaa#

Wtfcii* te v.hioh the -.:o- clttcs mat oâjbrea* itself la hov# to Sam? ease 
tno ispsbet of efthoele operntiftf the full 10 senth tape nod haw to decrease 
the number et tanchors without serU Sfeatoa, ft the one» progress le r-nâe

14
'PO;- for -ni to net having oao single tenches in the '1 evince without pro pat* 

adihg mû to having the 166 schools that are new open t$ tenths or lens 
operp.t|n|- for the full tine, ho .situ*,tioa will be chnuged nod it,proved 
in maty if at* lets as the nerk of eonaol iàntion feet on uüt there -'re t*^ny 
districts were consolidatioo le act fgustb'-e r*u. '*.hcvc the •■ uestiomaf the 
aehool ye#-y -iM unoertlfic- ted teachera «re of vital i»oortn*tee.

D -

i i
# I

SQ 
1

:

• i «

e 
-

I #>

a r-

M
 ■

u «
P*

$310 v*
# 

t

JS
» *■

«*

5

H
 ft?

01

o«
Ï «

I r*

o 
o

O
 M

et en

56
 S

I
■:
 ,~l



the
efel.

a
• *

until i0C 0*'*■#

t
htwcho-iCRl

t
11

Î
I

4 t 4 s

1

sea <wg»0v 
schoolefcoots

voht ha 1 
oft© ** t 
Child T>0 
tdfcBVl > ©

ey î ©

in
snmfl

two

hem •

t

rl t
na©OfKtaQ4nts 
mat oe at

^ouFfaont 
a© ehou-

eaUtl e

tilTOU
ova il 
of th 
and B

iââr,
-

r st In ti

1

■ *

to Ulfc STti
Hi a

1079. Of.1,
V

» EK

1

Üîi'V .

hm

©
lait

asp, a*/ palo 
ia 470*It, 
00. fanai*'

■

♦
UK *

. »
«t

O 3

in »

#

> .

' et

f if.■ u.«

rttteo on vOr.dOlMatlonof ub- o

»

g (
*

j H
*

9**
*7"̂

S3

$4 
?•

o 
©
•*

# 1

♦0*
 H 9 *

* 
PI

3 
©

 ® 
O

 *U
p 3

 B 
*

i-%
 O

 Sty *» € 
- 

**
■iî J' 

© *M Q

a#
:

^ „u 5 
a; g ;? ** 3 

«-*<-* Ü ** C fi V
 

£5 
,3

u q 43 
*

O
 -fl

 
■

3 s 
S 

- C
rj

 3
3 

■ S
-

#*
■ *
♦ C

S f
4 <

 “t 
■ j
 CS

S
iv

 
O

 ©
 »

*
^ i

a 
cf

 O
 r

o â
R

 B3

f 
«H

O
 *->>

 :,v

■ ■

eS t

O 
s

*»
*

O
 r*

3#
 »

s#
 ï

4o r*
2
 43$.y

 r»
•y

oa
 o

•*
= ' * 

r*
<K

ih i5 su

4
r/

 e4-î «
© JJf-t
F a s

c>

y*
 P

• 
IM

 I
r"

 1.

■ 
i

■ 
1

■ 
I

<s
*

H
*

<4.

a tri
 lW

* t v»



REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE 
OF THE PROTESTANT COMMITTEE ON THE SUMMER SCHOOL.

This sub-committee, consisting of Dr. 
Dr. Percival, with Mr. Rexford 
to make:

Parmelee, Dean Laird, Dr. Gamme11, 
as convener, has the following report

The summer school held last summer at Macdonald College was of four 
weeks duration. A special grant of $2500 was secured from the Government 
to cover the cost of staff and incidental expenses. The cost to the 
individual teacher was $30 for room and hoard for the four weeks 
were 108 teachers in the Advanced Intermediate 
Advanced Elementary Class, 
provided all of which were compulsory.
practically all teachers who completed the summer course last year and are 
teaching this year in the schools of the Province received a bonus in 
recognition of increased training.

Your sub-committee recommends as follows:

xhat the Protestant Committee authorize the Department 
the special grant of $2500 for the

That the summer school be held at Macdonald College from Monday,
July 4th to Saturday, July 30th, 1:932.

xhat in the matter of registration, those teachers who have attended 
one session of the summer school be given the preference up to June 
1st, 1932; that the number to be admitted be restricted to the 
number for whom bonuses are available.

That in 1932 optional courses be offered; the largest number of 
courses that can be offered with the funds that are likely to be 
available will be seven. Such an arrangement would exhaust the 
full amount of the funds available. The sub-committee recommends 
that Psychology be compulsory for all students in 1932 and that 
four other courses be chosen to complete the requirements of the 
summer school for the session; that the courses be all arranged 
at different hours and that there be no maximum number of courses 
for any student, but that, if the student elects to take a course, 
that course shall be continued thfoughout the summer school session.

That a medical fee of fifty cents be charged the students so that 
arrangements can be made for medical attention throughout the time 
of the summer school session.

That any further arrangements for the summer school be left in the 
hands of the Director of Protestant Education.

There
Class and 51 teachers in the

Four full courses and two half courses were 
Arrangements were made so that

a. to ask for 
summer school again this year.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Montreal,
November 27, 193Î.

Respectfully submitted,

Convener.

«KÎS&jfUJ
. A VJ



officeto principal ' sReturn Z/^>

February 16, 1932,

Président T7» Sherwood Fox* 
University of Western Ontario, 
London , Ontario»

Ky dear President Fox*

l!y attention has been drawn to an 
address made by Dean K *P»Re]?eville to the mooting in 
Buffalo last April of the American Association of 
College Registrars, In this address Bean Seville, 
when speaking of matriculation, stated$

"For more than ten years, now, Ontario 
has had a four-year high school organi­
sation for Matriculation. None of the 
other provinces had more than three 
years outlined on their charts till 
British Columbia entered the fold last 
year,"

What Bean Seville has in his $lnd 
must be something different from what we think of when 
considering Matriculation, because the provinoe of 
'luebeo has for thirty years had a four-year high school 
course leading to Matriculation,

A little later in the same section
of his address, he says.

'It seems inevitable that the provinces 
lying between Ontario and British Columbia 
must come into conformity with those 
extremes,
on the Atlantic seaboard.

e oan look for no such result
But why worry?”

Frankly, I do not like the tone of 
that sentonoe. Is it the cultured vest patronizing 
the undduoated east? "'hat those words 
moan, I do not know. "Why worry” 

In it because the MarttI: e
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ProTinoes and .uebec are so far down in the scale 
that they are past worrying about?

Later on, Dean Seville proceeds to Inform 
the American registrars that Canadian Universities

that statement is not true as far as Ko Gill Univers i tv 
is concerned, and in proportion to our total regis­
tration I daresay wo have more American students than 
any other Canadian university.

Furthermore, his comments about 
examiners at HoGill to my mind are not 
interpretation of our practice.

- ,, a J thiak 1 ***** ^ite to the Secretary 
of the American Association of College Registrars
statements'”** lnaocuraoiea Dean Heville’s

Si
m

external 
a correct

• ■ ■
II
sl|
■m
\ÏÂ

an address Î pl*y that whea a makes
in ÎÎ, Î” ?6f0!9 \forelen body concerning practices
M=Î.!f ï°H7T d06S n0t take =ar« to Worn

m
m
tM
a■
■
■S«ith all good wishes,

I am.
1

E*er yours faithfully. M
:

•j

Prino ipal.

...



First of all, however, I wish to state that Dr• Neville 
wrote his paper with documents before him that he had secured from all 
the Canadian Departments of Education. He received from Dr. A. P.

Director of Protestant Education in Quebec, in reply to
, a copy of the latest report of the 
v of the letter he received from Dr.

At the present time we

Percival, the 
a request dated December 3rd, 1930 

I have in my hand a copyDirector.

issued by the Department.

The reference to the four-year matriculation course in 
Ontario cannot be understood xmless one reads at least half of the long 
paragraph which contains the reference. The significant words in the 
second sentence are "on their charts” and these refer naturally to e 
published statements of the educational authorities.

1.

Dr. Neville tells me that he did not find in the report 
submitted by Dr. Percival evidence that the Protest ant high schools of 
Quebec were organized on a four-year basis, but he admits the possibility 
that^as for many years was the case in Ontario,there has been a dis­
crepancy between paper organization and actual practice.

However, documentary evidence concerning the situation in 
Quebec is not lacking. I shall refer you to the Annual Survey of Edu­
cation in Canada for 1930, which has just been published by the Minister 
of Trade and Commerce, page xxxix, where one may read the following 
statement, which apparently is based upon a report received by the author 
of the Survey from the Quebec Department of Education;

I thank you for the directness with which you have re- 
i address before the American Association of 

Collegiate Registrars and for the opportunity you have given me to be 
equally direct in discussing the matter with you. I fully believe that 
when all the facts are before us the words in question will not seem to

I shall take up

ferred to me Dr. Neville’s

what they might seem to mean at first glance, 
references to the address one by one.

mean
your

My dear Sir Arthur;

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University, 

Montreal, Quebec.

V

k ' ms

1OFFICE OF PRESIDENT AND 
VICE-CHANCELLOR

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO

LONDON, CANADA

February 22, 1932.

VI
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’"The complete course in the Protestant schools of this group 
consists of eleven grades and leads to admission to the provincial Protestant 
normal school (Macdonald College School for Teachers) for professional train­
ing, or to matriculation to McGill or Bishop’s University, similar to the 
elementary and secondary schools of other provinces. The number of the 75,147 
in the upper three or high school grades was 5,558 or about 7.4 per cent. The 
fact that thsre is no twelfth grade as in the other provinces tends to make the 
proportion in high school work smaller than elsewhere...”

That this is not a new situation may be seen in a reference to 
the Canada Tear Book of 1927-28, page 915, last paragraph: ”... the highest 
grade is Grade XI, from which students are matriculated to McGill University 
and Bishop's College...” Educational authorities all over the Dominion of 
Canada have for years followed the practice of regarding Grade XI as the last 
year of a three-year high school course.

The last two sentences of Dr. Percival’s letter to Dr. Neville 
refer to high school courses and read thus:

"There is a strong desire also to make a post-matriculation course 
in some of the schools that are well equipped for the purpose. In fact an extra 
year has already been added to the course in the Westmount High School.”

In the light of the above statements referring to three-year high 
school courses it is only natural for us to interpret Mr. Percival*s statement 
concerning the post-matriculation course in the Westmount High School as mean­
ing a one-year honour course added to a three-year course. If we are wrong, 
we shall gladly admit the error.

Your quotation from Dr. Neville’s address beginning "It seems 
inevitable” and ending "why worry?" can only be interpreted in the light of 
the context which answers the question, "Why worry?” The fact of the matter 
is that a number of University Registrars in the United States have been 
worrying about the admission of Canadian students who have had only three- 
year high school courses. The question is, therefore, not asked in its col­
loquial or slang sense, but quite seriously and to reprove those Registrars 
who have rendered an "unfair verdict" against these Canadian students through 
their habit of applying mechanical measures to entrance qualifications. 
Neville’s reply to the question was also a commendation of the products of 
the three-year high schools who apparently find their shorter high school 
course no handicap in their graduate worK at Yale or Harvard. May I add 
that Dr. Neville was referring only to Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince 
Edward Island?

2.

Dr.

The exact words of Dr. Neville's statement concerning admission 
to Canadian universities of American high school graduates are : 
cases we honor American high school graduation or school certificates, ii the 
school is accredited by one of the recognized accrediting bodies." Perhaps 
a more exact way of stating that is to say that "most Canadian universities

3.
"In most

1

É-

H

m
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Either form of this", and that we believe to be true.honor, etc
statement is somewhat different from your version, "that Canadian 
Universities accept American high school certificates, if the school 
is properly accredited."

The chief among these are:- The Association of American 
Universities; the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools; the Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools of the 
Middle States and Maryland; the New England Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools; the Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
of the Southern States; the Northwest Association of Secondary and 
Higher Schools. The use of the word "most" would leave room for except­
ing the practice followed at McGill, 
separate system of dealing with American admissions.

Dr. Neville says, "recognized accrediting
bodies."

Apparently McGill has its own

We regret very much if the statement concerning the external
Dr. Neville admits the possibilityexaminers at McGill is not correct, 

that he may have generalized from the service of one of our men a couple
We shall welcome the facts concerningof years ago as external examiner, 

this and take steps to correct any misrepresentation.

Attending the meeting in Buffalo which Dr. Neville addressed 
the Registrars of three other Canadian universities, who in discus­

sion on the floor and in conversation with Dr. Neville after the address 
agreed that his paper was a fair presentation of the main body of facts 
concerning Canadian education with which he dealt. As I understand it the 
paper was presented at the request of the American Registrars in order 
that they might have removed some of the obscurities which cloud their 
understanding of the diverse educational systems in Canada. It was very 
far from the author's intention to convey the impression that one system 
in Canada is superior to another.

May I again assure you that we shall do everything we can 
to clear up the matter that you have brought to our attention? Like your­
self what we desire is to ascertain the facts and to be just. value 
most highly our happy relations with McGill and we shall spare no effort 
to save them and enhance them.

were

Believe me,

Very sincerely yours,

V; H-
W. Sherwood Pox, 

President.

wsf/ml



Dr Fox

I wish to thank you for your letter of February 22nd

I an very sorry if I misunderstood 

his statements but imagine that his audience must have been equally 

misled,

concerning Dr Neville*s speech.

When Dr. Neville spoke of matriculation I assumed him to

mean ’’pass matriculation" and have always thought that Ontario Public 

High Schools and Queoec Public High Schools both had a four years* 

of preparation for this.

course

The1'Courses of Study and Examinations" pub­

lished by the Ontario Department of Education(Eevised 1931 Edition), p. 7

states "Scope of the Course. The High School course of study, 

detailed below, is designed to be a continuous and progressive course

of five years. It comprehends a Lower School course of two years, 

followed by a Middle School course of two years, and an Upper School

course of at least one year." 

to Te achers in the Protestant Schools of Quebec" states that 

"Grades VIII and IX are Intermediate, Grades X and XI are High School" 

and this appears to me to correspond exactly with the two years of 

work for the Ontario Lower School Certificate and two for the Middle

"The Memoranda of Instructions

School Certificate. As an example Latin,which is essentially a 

School subject^is taught for four years before pass matriculation• nth 

in Ontario and in Quebec. I feel that any definition of a norm L

High School course that differed from this and included a "post-
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matriculation year” would tie very misleading to an American audience.

Dr. Neville might, however, like to know that Nova Scotia has for years

had twelve grades in its public high schools-

We have a great number of applications from American High School

students most of whom wish eventually to enter our Faculty of Medicine

and we have found that the High School Certificates v/hen accredited

"by the accrediting "bodies Dr. Neville memtions, are very unreliable. 

We have therefore drawn up the enclosed memorandum which may interest

Dr. Neville.
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THE ADMISSION OF AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS TO McGILL UNIVERSITY

1. McGill University recognizes the qualifying examinations 
conducted "by the College Entrance Examination Board, 4SI West 
117th Street, New York, N.Y.

2. A student may obtain matriculation qualifications "by writing 
these examinations according to the "New Plan" in four subjects 
which must include

(1) English (Four-Year)
(2) Mathematics (A1 and C)
(3) French or German or Latin or Greek (Four-Year)

In addition the student must submit his complete High School 
record which must show the position he occupied in his class, and 
the nunc or of students in the class, and must submit a letter from 
his Principal.

3. Latin or Greek is comwnlsory for entrance to the B.A. courses, 
and distinct ability in scientific subjects must be shown for entrance 
to the B.Sc. courses.

4. A student may sometimes be admitted who has written other 
examinations such as those of the New York State Board of Regents 
provided that the marks are very high and that the student occupies 
a position in the first fifth of his High School class.

5. Certificates from High Schools are not recognized.

6. Notwithstanding anything stated above, McGill University selects 
its students, and does not in any way guarantee to accept a student 
because he may have passed a recognized examination.

■ " . i



____________ -_____________ï w

•T,'-;

F*
■ï:l
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Department of Education
<8uebtc, ©.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELACE
SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number.

LIONEL BERGERONW. P. PERCIVAL

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT, 
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION,

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT.

No.
Replies should be addressed 
to “The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q.”

March 8th, 1932.
7

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., LL.D
McGill University,
Montreal,

• t

Que.
Dear Sir Arthur:-

At the last meeting of the Protestant Committee 
you showed me a letter from Dr. K. P. R. Neville, Reg­
istrar of the University of Western Ontario, which con­
tained statements that were alleged to come from me.

I have looked up the file, and find that the 
only letter that I appear to have written to Dr. Neville 
was one dated December 10th, 1930, a copy of which I am enclosing.

In addition,! sent published reports and 
statements concerning Protestant education in Quebec.

If Dr. Neville refers to any other commun­ications of mine I shall be glad to know the dates of the letters.
Yours truly,

Director of 
Protestant Education.

/B

1



________________________________________ ■ ___________________________________________ ____ _________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ .

c - o - P - Y.
department of Education

©uebec, ©.
HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE

SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number.

LIONEL BERGERON
W. P. PERCIVAL

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT.

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION.

No..

Replies should be addressed 
to “The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q.”

|i
■

December 10th, 1950

Mr. K.P.R. Heville.
The University of >< es tern Ontario, 
LONDON, Ontario.

Dear Sir:-
I have received your letter of December 3rd, 

and in reply I beg to give you information concerning 
three outstanding features of the Protestant situation 
in the Province of Quebec.

The Jewish situation, 
past there has been an attempt made by the Jews to have 
legal school facilities in this Province. The enclosed 
Report to the Protestant Committee will show you the posi­
tion up to 1928.

Por several years1.■

This year an act was brought into the legis­
lature and assented to on April 4th, 1930 whereby a 
Jewish School Commission was appointed consisting of 
5 men. Power was given to them to erect on the Island 
of Montreal, schools for Jews only, 
this was to agree with either the Protestant or Roman 
Catholic Commissions to arrange terms upon which one or 
other of these Hoards of Commissioners would reveive Jews 
into their schools. if an agreement did not take place 
before April 1st, 1931, a Jewish school municipality under 
the control of the Jewish School Commissioners would have 
been erected automatically. This question was settled 
last week by the agreement between the Protestant Board of 
School Commissioners of Montreal and the Jewish School 
Commissioners whereby the Jews would come into the Protest­
ant panel on equal terms with the Protestants, 
enter the school in the district in which they were living, 
they would have 15 days of Jewish holidays without penal­
ties of any kind and Jewish teachers would be considered 
eligible for appointment and promotion, 
to find the terms of the settlement in last week’s Montreal

The alternative to

They would

You will be able
papers.

v ... e . , - , . ,'v 1 1. k '■ PI: v iymss:
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department of Education
©uebec, ©.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELACE
SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number.

W. P. PERCIVAL

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION.

LIONEL BERGERON

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT.

iNo.................................

Replies should be addressed 
to “The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q.”

-'r. i:.P. R. Neville Page 2 December 10th, 1930

2. Consolidation is growing more popular in 
the Protestant municipalities of this Province. People 
are understanding the consolidation movement better and 
the calamities predicted for consolidation are not hap­
pening. There are about 30 consolidated schools in the 
Province now which have taken the place of schools to the 
number of about lou of lower academic standing, these 
schools of lower standing being generally ele- entary schools. 
This consolidation movement has been rendered possible 
through.the Government giving large grants for conveyance 
and making an allowance for the erection of a new building 
of about 50% of the cost. The grants for conveyance in 
general are equal to the difference in cost between keeping 
open the district school and that of educating these child­
ren in the consolidated school. Enclosed you will find a 
Bulletin regarding consolidation, and a general report on 
consolidation.

Changes are being suggested in the course of 
study. There is a movement to make a cleavage in the high 
school course between those preparing for the university and 
those who desire a different school training, 
desire a school training differing from matriculation will 
probably not take the Classics but will take more English 
and Prenoh.

3.

Those who

There is a strtimg desire also to make a post­
matriculation course in some of the schools that are well 
equioped for the purpose, 
ready been added to the course in the -estmount iiigh school.

in fact an extra year has al-

ïours truly,

director of Protestant Education

.1IMUnipfep . Sip

.
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Igdepartment of Ebucation
«Suetiet, $. «a. MX

HON. CYRILLE F. DELACE
SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number.

LIONEL BERGERON
W. P. PERCIVAL

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT.

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT 
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION.

No.

Replies should be addressed 
to “The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q.M March 10th, 1932.

s

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal,
P. Q,.

m

Dear Sir,
Under separate cover I am 

returning to you the Bulletin oi the American 

Association of Collegiate Registrars, which you 

handed to me about three weeks ago, and ior i-zliich

1

:

I thank you. ■■m
Yours truly, 1

m
<- V

Director of Protestant Education.ÏÏPP/F.

I
1I

ja
I■
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to QUEBEC'S SCHOOL STANDARDS 
COMPARED W ITH ONTARIO'S.

CT>
r-1

Dr. Stephen Leacock started something 
ni > when he criticized the secondary schools of 

Quebec in an address to the association of 
Protestant teachers -of that province. He is 

y strongly in favor of lengthening the curriculum 
O in those schools by one year as the standard is

too low. One reason for his advocating this 
change is that the standard in his province is 

p-j far behind that in Ontario. Every one of the 
t-t collegiate institutes in Ontario, and every class 
Pi entering the University of Toronto has a higher 
^ rating than the corresponding institutions in 

JueV” and the classes entering McGill. The 
forme iy a voluntary one and now en-«8 prac.

^ forced by law, of taking the additional year 
M for honpr matriculation before entering the uni-

»

varsity gives the Ontario-Toron' j University 
student body an advantage which the Quebec- 
McGill student body can never overcome.

"It ‘ts a strange thing that that simple fact 
should remaiiwunknown,” Dr. Leacock said, re­
ferring to McGill'g relatively low standard. "I 
havd. Often and passionately told it to my col­
leagues only to have it rejected with contempt 
or indignation.” Comparing the standards of 
entrance at McGill and Toronto, he stated that 
McGill’s first year Latin and third year Greek 
and mathematics are equivalent to Toronto’s 
entrance requirements.

We can understand and we sympathize with 
the explanation of Dr. George Parmalee, former 
director of Protestant education in Quebec, 
namely, that Quebec’s standard is lower than 
Ontario’s because there, so much time is de­
voted to French. A thorough knowledge of 
French is undoubtedly of great advantage to 
the young English-speaking people of Quebec 
and, indeed, of any other part of Canada. Dr. 
Leacock retorted that this did not alter the 
fact that the standard of English, arithmetic 
and history is poorer. Being a graduate of the 
University of Toronto, teacher at Upper Canada 
College, professor for many years at McGill, 
and, altogether, having an experience of 42 
years in teaching, Prof. Leacock is qualified to 
express an opinion on the comparative merits 
of the two systems.

;
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October 19th, 1931.

lire# A. w. Wlgle,
194 Park Street South, 
Haiull ton, Ontario.

Dear Mrs. Wlgle»

There are many answers to the editorial 
In the MAIL AH3 SMPIEE of Wednesday, October 14th, but 
the best answer Is that much of It Is untrue and that 
all of It leaves a wrong impression.

It is quite true that Dr. Loucock said 
what he Is reported to have said, but those of us who 
know him host look upon it largely as "Leacockian 
humour*1 In which exaggeration plays so prominent a 
part. For anyone to state that the third-year Mathe­
matics at McGill Is but the equivalent of first-year 
Mathematics at Toronto Is to show the silly lengths to 
whioh those seeking notoriety will go. 
students from Ontario at McGill, and it is certainly 
not the experience of the staff of the University that 
they are found to be better prepared than students 
graduating from the schools of fuebec, nor do they 
outstrip the students from ^ueboo Province or from 
other parts of Canada who are their elass-matoe at 
this University. Further* Dr. Leacock Is not 
qualified to speak on this subject, because he never 
meets the students until they are in their second year* 
and as he Is a Professor of Political Economy, thero are 
some who would dispute hie right to speak with reference 
to English, Arithmetic, Mathematics » Latin and Greek.

Let me just tell you of something that 
happened within the past few months. In 1930 the head­
masters of some 17 of the finest English public schools 
trial ted every iJnlverslty In Canada in order to satisfy 
themselves of the efficiency of Canadian Univereltl os $ 
they wished to advise those of their students who in­
tended to come to Canada to make their living In later 
^.4-.. o, as to the relative merits of the Canadian univer­
sities. Thirty—three students came to Canada this

We have many



V ■

autumn, and as a result of the Headmasters* advice, twenty 
of them came to lie Gill , eight went to Queens, three to 
Toronto, while one has gone to the Guelph Agricultural 
College and another tc British Columbia. I should think 
the heads of English public schools were fairly good 
Judges, and their Judgment would hardly seem to coincide 
with that of Dr. Leacock, who, of course, is a graduate 
of an Ontario school and naturally knows much more of 
those schools than he does of ;uebeo schools or schools 
in other parts of Canada. You probably have lived long
enough, :>s. Wiglc, to know how silly and false comparisons 
can be.

a hope to welcome your sons here.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.

I

mJm ■
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1. That
At present we have no Final Exarn, except the I,Ic Grill Matric 

ulation«which is not at all satisfactory for boys who have no 
wish to enter the University.

2. That
The Quebec Leaving Exam, as it is now is a pood standard exam for any School Final. * *

3. That
It is in the interest of Education to afford all the help 

possible to the Province.even, outside the Schools under the 
supervision of the Protestant Board.

4. That
The Parents of pupils educated in private schools pay taxes 

for which they reap no benefit.
5. That

The High School of Quebec is one of the two oldest Schools in 
the Dominion,and that it has received Government recognition 
and a grant since 1842^ scholarships^ on condition of granting so many

; 16._ TtiSm free pupils who receive their education at the expense
of the Government are precluded from taking the Government 
Final Exam.

7. That
The boys at the High School of Quebec are taught from grade 5 

to grade 11, and that the curriculum of the Course of Study for 
Protestant Schools is faithfully followed through all the various 
classes.

8. ThatIt would be a gracious act of the Protestant Committee of the 
Council of Education if our request were granted, as it has been 
the policy of the Committee, in the past, to interpret liberally, 
rather than literally, rules which might thus help the difficult 
ouest ions of the Education of the Protestant Minority.

The reasons for this reouest are :

That the Council of Education be asked for permission, for the High 
School of Quebec,to take the Quebec School Leaving Examination, 
on certain conditions.

At a Meeting of the Board of Directors of the High School of Quebec, 
held on February 16th,the following Resolution was passed:—

send>s o« •S.. I 

#2*«%TenV
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The following suggestions were made at the meeting of the Board 
in the everlfof permission to take the Exams being granted. ;>

1. That
Pupils must be presented on the same conditions as the Public 

Schools.
2. That

Pupils must follow the Course of Study for Protestant Schools 
for the High School Grades.

3. That
A list of pupils for grades lo and 11 must be sent in.

4. Tha<
ü Departmental Inspector visit the School and report to the 

Department.
5. That■

^ fee of $10,00 per candidate be charged.m

Copy of resolution and suggestions passed at the Directors' Meeting 

held on Thursday February 16th 1933.■
if

IF. T. Hand sombo dy.
ip:Sec. Treas.

U
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February 23, 1933.

Colonel William 'Sood, 
59 Grand Alléé, 
Quebec,!. Q.

My dear Colonel,

I have your letter of yesterday, and also 
the resolution that was passed, at the nee ting of the Poard 
of Directors of the High School of Quebec.

The matter therein raised will ecsnc before 
the meeting of the rote at ant Committee of the Council of 
I-tth-lic Instruction at its meeting tomorrow, but, unfortunately, 
I s lia 11 not be present, as His Excellency the Governor General 
has notified me that he wishes to pay a visit to the Univer­
sity tomorrow morning and spend all forenoon with

hat the attitude of tho Protestant Committee 
will be I do not know, although at a short discussion of the 
natter at the last meeting my recollection is that the edu­
cat ■onnl authorities at uebec did not favour the granting 
of its diploma to any school over whose curriculum it had 
no control and concerning which it had no right of inspection.

You speak of "no dan er of opening the flood 
gates to all or even sundry private schools".
first came before the Protestant Committee as the result of a 
communication from the Girls» School in Compton, and this 
afternoon I am having an interview with the Principal of 
the Trafalgar Institute (Girls’ School} concerning the same 
matter. 
the line.
their girls find the McGill matriculation standards too dif­
ficult, and they would like to have some diploma from a higher 
authority than themselves.

us.
'

:

The matter

There would seem to be a general assault all along 
The girls’ schools frankly admit that many of

p • t • o •
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October 7th,
1 9 3 3 ,

■
. Dear Dr. Perdrai,

m
Before 1earing the meeting of the Proteetant

m Committee of the Council of Public Inetruction last
Friday week I filled in a voucher for $24,45, expenses

1 have■ in connection with atten ance at that meeting.
May I hope for it by returnnot yet received my cheque.

mââl?
Ever yours faithfully,

Principal

Dr. W. P, Percival,
Director of Protestant Education, 
Quebec, P.Q.

f|
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department of Education
(Bueiec, $. <£3.

.<

HON. CYRILLE F. DELACE
SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number.

LIONEL BERGERONW. P. PERCIVAL
FRENCH SECRETARY AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT.

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT 
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION.

No.

Replies should be addressed 
to “The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q.,,

October 11th, 1933

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G. K.C.3. 
McGill University,
Montreal, P.Q,.

, L L . D . ,

Dear Sir:-

Apr, „t- . Enclosed, herewith, you will find a cheque for 
v2u.75 in payment of your expenses for attending the
ember^9tii the Protestant Committee held on Friday, Sept-

. J- that there has been a delay in forward-
que to you. Owing to a change in the Treasury 

epartment cheques cannot in future be presented to members 
a J the meeting as v/as the custom previously.

Yours truly,

encl/A/ Director of Protestant Education

. : ■ 8$ -, iMià
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
OF PROTESTANT EDUCATION

June 20th, 1932.

LL.D.,Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
McGill University,
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir

On June 30th next Dr. E. I. Bexford will 
have completed fifty years of service to Protestant 
Education from the date on which he first took office 
as Secretary of the Department of Education of the

His appointment was datedProvince of Quebec. 
July 1st, 1882.

In honour of this occasion a luncheon will 
be tendered to him by the Protestant Committee at the 
Lalceview House, Knowlton, on Thursday, June 30th, at 
one o’clock daylight saving time.

I hope that you will be able to attend, and 
that you will let me have your reply as soon as pos­
sible.

I;

;S
i

■
The cost of the luncheon will be ÿl.00 per

plate. I
Ü
ÉYours truly,
■SI
1
IS

■

f '
■
IIDirector of 

Protestant Education. ■

;

I■
a
a
is
1
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June 21st, 1932.

Dr. W. P, Perciva1,
Director of Prot stant Eûucatl 
Quebec, P, Q. n.

Dear Dr. Perdrai,

I have your letter of yesterday in

to Dr. Rexford, to 

Committee at Lakevieir

which you tell me of the luncheon 

be tendered him by the Protestant

House, Knewlton, on Thursday, JUne 50th,

I regret very much that it will not

I must content myself 

vhis year '7it-1 about ten days* holiday and I purpose taking 

that salmon fishing on the Bon aventure, 

time towards the end of the month.

be possible for me to be present.

I am leaving some

Dr. Rexford ie worthy of all the honour 

tant can be paid him, and I should have con idered it 

a privilege and honour to be present at your complimentary 

luncheon had eireurn®tances permitted.

Ever yours faithfully,

»

I

Principal

i'v.P,: g&SSjfiflj

V

8s»
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
OP PROTESTANT EDUCATION i-

June 21st, 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LL.D., 
McGill University,
Montreal, que.

Dear Sir:-

It has been suggested by the Chairman of 
the Protestant Committee that a presentation be 
made to Dr. E. I. Rexford by the members of that Com­
mittee at the luncheon which is to be held on June 
30 th.

A suitable gift can probably be procured 
if the members will each contribute the sum of five 
dollars.

.

Your cooperation in this matter will be
appreciated.

Yours truly,

Director of 
Protestant Education.
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June 22nd, 1932.

1
P* Perelval,

. Director of Protestant Education. 
Quebec, P. Q,

Dr.

Dear Dr. Perelval,

I am v ry glad to comply with 

your suggestion, and enclose my cheque for $5,00 

as a contribution to the gift for Dr.Rexford.

Tours faithfully,

principal.
!

r -
k. ':ù
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

OF PROTESTANT EDUCATION

June 27th, 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G, K.C.B., LL.D 
McGill University,
Montreal,

* «

que.

Dear Sir Arthurî-

I have received your letter of June 22nd 
in which you informed me that you were enclosing 
a cheque for $5.00 as a contribution to a gift for 
Dr. Rexford. Ho cheque, however, was enclosed, 
and I thought it well to inform you of this im­
mediately, in case it has gone astray.

I am very glad that you will be represented 
at the luncheon on June 30th.

Yours very truly,

Director of 
Protestant Education.
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Jtme 20th, 1932.

Dr. W.P.Percival,
Director of Fro testent Education,
Que bec , P. Ç>

Dear Dr Perwival,

I enclosed a cheque with my letter 

of June 2£nd, but evidently it has gone astray, or it 

ms;y be that the dialling clerk mixed the enclosures. I 

am therefore enclosing a duplicate end would ask you 

to return the one dated June 22nd if it should reach

you.

Ever yours faithfully.

Principal

I

i____________ Imama
' Æ/Bill



Juue 28th* 1952,

The Beak of Montreal, 
Pool Street Branch,

Deer Sirs,

On June 2 2nd I in eus d a cheque for £5*00

in favour of Dr. W.P.Percival. 

of Protestant Education, Quebec City, 

that the cheque did not reach him, 

issuing a duplicate today, 

on the prior one?

Dr. Porc 1 va 1 is DirectorI
■

He informe mo

I am therefore

^111 you please stop payment

Yours faithfully,

88;

j

m

V:

'

18
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SCHOOL HISTORIES 
CALLED INACCURATE

Many Contain Cross Errors 
Concerning the World War, 

Says Lieut. Col. Dickson.

HE READ 52, CRITICIZES ALL

Some He Styles Absurd anjl Stupid 
and Likely to Make Us a 

Laughing-Stock.

Special to The New York Times.
* WASHINGTON, Nov. 20.—Lieut. Col. 

i'horr.jjg j. Dickson, who senior
combat chaplain with the American 
forces in France during the World 
War, today Issued a critique on Ameri­
can school histories, in which he 
charged that many of them contain 
gross inaccuracies in dealing with the 
World War.

“I have read about fifty-two Ameri­
can school histories on file in the Con­
gressional Library,” said Colonel Didk- 
son, “also in the Bureau of Education 
and other places in «Washington and 
vicinity. All have serious errors of 
omission and commission.

“Some of these school histories 
ridiculous, absurd and stupid. Unless 
our histories are immediately cor­
rected,

a re

our pretensions, unwitting - or
otherwise, doom us to become the 
laughing-stock of the world."

Colonel Dickson not only served with 
the Sixth Field Artillery of the First 
Division, the unit which fired the first 
American shot in the war, but has since 
his retirement come to be regarded 
one of the army’s most competent his­
torians of the great conflict. He is the 
chaplain who was selected to deliver 
the homage at the Tomb of the Un- 
known Soldier at Arlington, and wears 
all the battle stars of the First Di­vision. ,

Colonel Dickson’s statement, which 
quotes typical extracts from the school 
histories to which he takes exception 
and then comments on their alleged 
inaccuracies, is in part as follows»

Tn 19M Germany had one of the 
isu'now?61*11 naVies on earth- Where

a 3

The Fate of the German Navy.
OomervV'aiïn't H<«tory-«W.
Naw rhp. STeat Germanover5 to Alites without'firing 

“Now that disposes of the
JiftTand1 Ui^derSL°°2 th;lt the Battle of 
shins hmr? Whicl? forty-four battle- 
other war l ?rui3ers and numerous 
one of the I **}3 Were in action, was tôrv The Sx,eatest sea battles in his- 
-FIvtn-iE j“oeWi and Emden were 
were harml mer-n-’ The submarines 
tween 7rî, ?'„„Pre - Britain lost be- 
Itlvv and 800 ships- The American-f

German

men.



/ Doga at the Front.

%>■ Asn.£^Z"*g!2iby Red Cross dOM thlt

pnhM rh„°i;L,ami. hurt tl at thev 
* lor hel

I'ol

ross dogs tl 
and search

3at'"«y could neither move’no1”1
. . M&V&cM?Æd^Ch“
fo with them end bring tho^noo- .......

dly

eases, 
lows to

that thewould he to us/thel,1 K ,hey "ould do

! --wBhry dlVla lo
Peter Rabbit »nde*».0tSi llave mastered 
we tell th.l ”d :he Li,r,e Red Hen, 
story about war a ® soldier bedtime
dog on the front dnfS‘ 1 never saw a
to Camouflage and °SS W°U,d be hard

position to the

Ted
;rs
nkthl

would betray ourenemy.
Momentous Battles.

8tates—Waddy ^ThomSOn* V the United 
Co. Here, on leTTZU °\ !t,cath *

tRèS right* wd,^;,bS“{n‘£A,!lpd.etrrS,-kln^
lo ^reCaTtPoe,^UheL™F
Sium. This°Mr°srthSnttlRra;ce and to Bti-
one of the most moment„..T a'l?, Marne ls

ovéïChl OlTwo0r™e”^,gSbsi‘“a«^>a a“

probably hati in mind General Joseph 
J. C. J offre. I am unable to visualize 
an army of every 'man in uniform he 
could lay his hands upon, firemen and 
all, requisitioning for the purpose
stated b’000 the Paris taxis,’ is 
stated by a French historian, and that 
the Germans lost 150,000.

"The prowess of France Is confirmed 
by another writer, who reduces 
distance to fifty miles. Very little 
mention is made of Liège, Mens, Caè-
rieWsCo?lbhronor.DiXmUde a”d other

the

The "Drive” at the Marne.

ætf» *2 Etr,F=il?ecx,r/n2,duT foh,f, "Zs *Shz

Fb#fS'W?ïl
decisive battles in the history of "he world!

Trrir,en!aj born in Missouri. If the 
French drove back the Germans as 
stated by the historians, then the 
French had gained the initiative and

«5 yjsywr
fundamentaMaw8 oAï?,,eVidlating ”
fight more than ooL battu ! Z'1'* to 
They were about fifteen mi a t,ime' 
Paris. They had failed ÏT les £rom 
civilians in invaded remove thearmy was being depleted 1”^ an<1 the 
of supply and «end min to thUaRd "?es 
front. If the tntrav li th« Russian 
their lines of < ommSnf^rf;d in torce. 
probably break dow™ n tlon would 
sary to puli back 'vaa neces-front theyU couMkholdd StabiHze a
from lOl t^t!'1 loi^wUh If,6,?1 to jump 
of the first operation? ofHt mentlon 
leans. X failed to fiedS«.0t !he Amer- 
of transport Saratoa-n me"tion of loss 
our navy the first vînte”*1 cr<?dlt to 
many. urst victory over Ger-



Ihé Marines at Chuteau-Thierry.

«a-:
Fed1 tQV the' (foMme,ThlVnan-ivldWin

u28u,r,,,pp.dlirM^^,nr
T^y œ »
11,1(181 °1 a retreating French division. 
“There was not a division of Amer­

ican Marines on the front. Less than 
11 ner cent- of forty-two American divi­

sions in France were Marines. I am 
told the Marines never fought in the 
town of Château-Thierry, 
not arrive in cattle 
barlv almost

They did 
cars and ‘disem- 

upon the field of battle.
The Location of Beileau Wood.

Charles" SetStThe~^mn;

UeUof eohnteau-Thierra'0d " 
gan on June 2 S fouBht. be-
entire month. d Ustcd for almost an
“Beileau Wood is about west of Château-Thierrv nnd ‘h, ,lIes 

than 800 acres. y and has les3

Artillery at Beileau
7Jlnitcd States-rinTl___ _ “
fought in ^iüelteîm'wotjy bSS'JS®?"?

SiiBSgtSEtHS
'SnKVSSK"

po These Operations had artillery SUp.

Wood.

First Defensive Battle.

dMtiJtVJi ssk 
«æs;»5S

I ne Americans in various unit* ^ 
cupted defensive sectors after the fi^

Fïï- "sss.ïk,";'

divisions. ’ ’ 32d and other

First German Setback.

Tho fight at BÏ1 lean Woos' 
serious setback theaUHun°hd, iWas ,he first

th7hM^ermB?vLhalr6 ^°PPed

Vaerdunen
fort had ^e»StfciteBel- 
of the ensemble si to b tt ,My, estimate 
was not in danacr o/b°T is that p,1!'ia 
June, igig. danger °f bein8 captured in

The Turning of the
... Ti<le of Battle.

Smith'""onsteV N|jLRiii!ed States—Ball
hater the Am.rÊ%ï~“ r
x>rtZ« » d»H£

and Seven th°Iri f an try* at°B eU* Marines
ss'sk1 r£;,«3rM
states that -the psychotoi wi'F critiR 
the war, was on May 28 fgm' F1™ 01 
tigny, when the first Am!.- at Cal1' 
sion captured the town “"Vn an dlv1' 
ion the actual tide of battik 0pin" 
on July is, 1018, when the FiL.Uc,necl 
ond and First French Mo.„3t' s®c- 
eions, later leap-frogaM div|-don Highlanders, Sed & the Go>- 
attack, without the usnoi surprise 
preparation, near Soissons Th? 1,ery 
endangered the German lie ^ move municatlons. A general Jttvfs of com- 
the enemy was nimnet i ^hdrawal ol
gun The 7n“ atft^w^now‘?Iy b«'
hands of the Allies, ln the



ThP Battle of Cantlgny.
Home; 8txP af °PubiiM erican Pel>p’r- 
(AmericanfV „ C,°' They
near the tltv of ™ nch trendiesand they tested to (November 1!„7> assault " at Canti-riv tMnvU^??2^ul trial 
these wore mère nre B,lt
when compared with the clanf’ tr#0H’ 
that was to follow. •• * ThT,arf?ne
MM »(ss“v‘

oiïr‘m? 1|lllTry ami elsewhere

Th‘-

called our men ‘nnrir -tnoj»nothing but eat Th?v£?diers' Did 
tigny gave morale to the AnP at Can"

* **»«• “s ay:

their objectivent c'hâten™^!8 S'ained
'oing as farVPaaatthCeyàdmUèhevCmPd In

EsEE-.BE;“

F™"sS£EFir
Soissons and surpr,8e attack at

at-
Ag.ain
hack.

atÇorcea
where
was the

The “Failure” of the
pf<Pc"n'f,ry^rl<ÎOTh/r<fi<,7 ~ /ror'"°".
drive „.n,, f |1- The first (Germa,,,
wX° tSedm0Vh^*thbut »«^he„^îma
realizing that ^h«Ut, th* m,(ldle of jU] 
mont hid spLt,ht0„ K,7r4 ° î,ï,8lve .....

vnie^ L0U=;nXerSedVetrheatn0tLfa‘,UreS

threatened the Kt-ca^ ,miles &nc 
supplies at Amfenf* a'111,1' baBe ol 
drove some 17 mi 1 ««, + ^PHl they In May th!y dmvi nn°Wa,P

I =nra4te ‘««T SSÎarcs- • M:
The «luit» in

German Drives

r
ny.
ve­

ins

Mid-July, 1918,

don with the nickcii TrvmfV 1 . n C00Pera- 
”’ad" a sUccessful drive ônsèleTo™. they

'la^and6'ru”tha0r"\hanS by 'lul1' the 
her bahv to .1“°th?r ain|fB to - 
wrong word it b1 aelected the 
lullaby to me ' He ahmddTnd Illte “ 
the letters 'h-'and w have P'aoetl 
would notSarUaentaheep0tî°rp and 1

their"fifthyand îaâ dri™on8 1fUnched 
75 miles reaching from ni?n. a front otry to Argonne Purest At nh hfU,îThifr-
was filled with sheetliim,1 the sky 
seemed to be w llgktnlr>g. Men 
confusion. In tins turmndi'derness oij, 
was clear: The nhteèxî™0. „one faculty jective! objectlve! Gain the ob-

a
pul

ntshld some where °kThe°GÔ m®” m'ng

and mud. vVe w.,l.bel.,a'i nlght in rain 
ing. No planet téP Ç.ad jt was rain- sands of*a0ldters°fn*th" Hiding' thou' 
during the dav n. e*Prfat foresta 
a surprise I y' The attack must be



'ThftÜ* T1^ be eternitv
lhe wbeels ground along bound .

! tn^naSdpubs0hne6dSthtUgSd-
little swearing P4- d the «runs. Very

Forest ^^3ÏM,Vn,e**-c«>tt«™U 
We had runrinSon5Sttet?Baut reaChed' 
were all jn mi-,,,, *?■ But °ur men
ground as dead Thé odrd°PPed on tlle 
move forward ,' They Z™/ there~ 
leaped ! Something gave H°Ved' They 
-but I am not wHtfnè the C,m strcnSth 
faced machine gun fire th^' They 
wind-driven sleet Thethat was as every man sh^' the^” ,8tt~ 

Historians : Why not 
your school books?

“Fifth,” Not “Fourth,” Drive.

correct. Make teft mfd "mtt^'dHva

ludendorff-. Failure.

write that in

fposuS sve itfirS SSJuly s Foch L.I * tel1 'It',id ami on
winch the Amerte5S t5,l-T,",ter‘a ttaok- '»

s'”?,ws,“ ■S”««. «(

^su-sX&Ft
tell a very different -Y„ , es would
was not a counter-attack Soi Soilis°nstbe beginning of the 1? raon' was 
that hinged on Vcrdund néaVe battle
». w„M „„ mssuff^sst

The Flank of the

BS¥£,SU!0teSnA,M„tfrr^'der8 t0 *‘rft* at thé f^V*Mv“d

tMiS

* a b o u tn t W en t y- ft v^ mltj^f 8truck' 
fame River. A sallLe i from the t flank. The altack^L «sd^ have 
jaso of the Chateau ade at the 

vnateau-Thlerry salient.
The JUne of Battle.

Km'f'McNau°vr% Co o"“.n Stal'J--'hvt :
silvered , m? July is the Allied 

troni the Swiss bonier to 2h °”uhter-Mow

lveamTS °”.ÔmrGnha0tc
éoissons. The Thierry to
>g upon the time Î? Jrontl dePend- 

vas over 400 m . was estimated,
,order to the North séa!" the Swl8s 

The Fight at St. Mihlel.

SSSS»HV»»
1 f=SBiiëW«‘E

-Salient.

)

hf German^mnUsTeT the Rhine! 

round from VaUau£„ »ery foot of 
Jedan Thev dU°s Mountain to
If the peffod 're^masterful retreat,
time from the tL, „eUS? covers the 
armistice, they killed f,i«hnnntlde to the 
soldiers during- thu *< Americandid not weargkhaki 0ur idlers 

Tl»c Situation Bt Sedan.

«pent Its strehetl, *JîÇ" March had
this moment the



irsss?*2ïgi h"d ün July

i«hV„hde M Æ-
. Xn‘a âv-™*« &r®rjsi

theTGcrmânsito“taouatenFeS8ary for

Sedan and down the m ™nce Pa®< 
Our mission toward a„,iM°ae e River. 
ture the road over whfv ".’?s to caP- 
®ust withdraw. V which the enemy

AfnccmÎov r»’ cnlarP

FS ute sSS teof the n-ort, relieving tl«d mindrf'1 m“=»

The western front was Z, .îîLeshfP®* 
long, depending ut^n *°uVer 400 miles 
»hjch it is estimated n° Perlod at 
1918 the French HpM * during: all of
Of the western bat fe te 7er one-halt
time of the ‘« front and at the
held three-fourths of°it £ant'8'ny they 
ians with French at,Vkri">ttîi,‘S Ita!- 
British, the tm/wi Portuguese with
held by the battle “*=
month in 1918 was abote e„n<? of the

■SKia„‘i *5®"'-™«.. aj 9

1AM^y*~BeIgIan' 4-
10 : American, B.
18;Uiymftel‘nanX4B: French' 63>' British,

Biltish, 18; American, 21. 
fcmt" Booh ZComtmnu^tr1S'arial,tckJ A»''rt-
foven day, ot file "><> forty-xsafirr was ™c

interestingKandadoes not^e Weather la
the °ther mty-0"a hteLtetetemt!,"

our First Task in Franco.
^nziffcrV lira niTrs, °f Th? ¥,nitted States-
r~" s xr.Æ.pss'S 

a~.r s :■» s$“™
troon, were exhnu.^d and tlle French

£‘? V* Amfritenl "‘to f|r=t «-

' attack0 first to raid the Tn^

!“«WKASarwsar
«•sæ Sva-vrs
Ste-Thïéte sa0lLtheonM^ Ï

ed edition—

69:

French, 75; British,

6: French, 58;

French, 55 ;
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The American Soldier.

Chatcau-ThlerSy and1n**hl Ilellenu Wood,
«’ft demonstrated that ts^6 AAr^onn* For­
mer with six mnnîhî1 îh,i American eol-
ten ,'^h for £ ffiÇr

ssü
fallen S thy*tlmf prÂde^anIele hav«

oervice. As a veteran of thr«A w»»...
I have seen the flower of America fide
plte withScand el?OUffh mone>' «Pent to I 
Vnifo^Qi1 ,concrete every road in the 1 j prepared fat6B S—>M story. uÜ j
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1
i
1
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i
<
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The s,ow Progress
«S'ÆÆf, «”»»«. Ev„
JhinR-s slowly. '* * • T, • Allies were do!nrSArs^sr fpsss. ^
,.p‘ ‘ln,ly ^treating tfefenae6d our Dart

.tives anfanne1“hsbe”* ««Idlers by rela- 
lieve that thin?» ? 1 d them to be- 

A- During 19l7ew™°Z,lng in the
|et over there a battle flit arnaged to

-Z; v-1'" »«■ *»ïs?s

Ky-7,? Æft. ■ v»*.
“~Tfw-feZr. -- .■wTO«ÈÉieeieÉe*Éi™™ -------- ■ ■

Of 1917.I
f

i
f

Meeting \Vlth Americans.
v.ete.

Ch^te^ThK”
anxioLTr^"1”1»" 'oMIe'r b^ye®
“This b^olr , e,lcount«r. y“- W1,° were

0fo‘h°^. irt?a^etSvh°7 contin-

fabulist. 6 °f La Fontaine,'

The Units at

'hr ciMun'y n<bVvlvl”'on" lnQnjM]'vy, w,th 
Ehatmn].-]'b,--^aclc and saved Up turned
This ODenin.tT »nd Uellneï, ...1 !aris atof the Maiï* I'haso oftht = Wo»»- • • • 
the GermSr th,« '‘«Sinning „S/Vk'* B'*tl» 
"'■Hon iiiwbichrh! 7* W end for

-Xî'K^vStïïï,

sss,’

Bf?SsE,Hr'=-
ninth w and occupied hv<V>.rmanci on
sXhnd^8hi0“lv1^
Twenty-six^ fe?>. Fourth 'avy) 
dowTf?^..
Brit6Vhnth ^<‘b?rty)Ral?.^)'eSevtnI

The en-

hXtAAX_BZ)
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November 29th, 1926.

F. J. Coekburn, Ss<~ 
Bank of Montreal, 
Montreal.

* I

Dear Mr. Coekburn
Lat me acknowledge with thanks 

the receipt of your letter of November 25th, to
attached certain very Interesting clippings

from the New York Times.
• which was

Ï cordially approve of your send­
ing these clippings to Dr. I Icholson cs the Secretary 
of the Text Book Committee, although I am sorry that 
in your latter to him you said you presumed he was 
the respondible member of the Text Book Committee that 
chose these text books. You were wrong there and 
unfair to Dr. Nicholson. He wra no more responsible 
than any other member of the Text Book Committee and 
he wrote the letter which appeared in the Montreal 
Pr^ss not as a member of the Committee, but as .Secretary 
of the Committee and therefore voicing the Committee’s
opinion.

I have always told you my own 
position as a member of the Council pf Public Instruc­
tion- I thoroughly disapprove of Meat’s History and 
J. may say the Department of History at McGill also 
had condemned it unanimously.

Yours faithfully,

Princ ipal.

J

8megm p■

'

mm0M
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F. J. COCK BURN 

* BANK OF MONTREAL 

MONTREAL

Twenty-fifth 
November 

1926

Dear Sir Arthur Currie I

I enclose copy of a letter I am

sending to Doctor Nicholson about the Great

War in American histories together with a 

copy of the article from the New York Times

and I hope you will be interested.

Yours faithfully,

-t
f

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,LL.D•, 
McGill University,

Montreal.



Twenty-fifth
November
1926

Dear Doctor Nicholson,

About two years ago there was 
correspondence in the papers regarding the 
adoption of American histories in Montreal 
schools. A lengthy reply to these criticisms 
appeared in the Gazette signed by you and £*> 
presumably you were the responsible member of 
the Text Book Committee that chose these text bo 
books.

s one

IS

'

I now enclose for your information 
an article from the Sew York Times of 21st 
November written by Colonel T. J. Dickson of 
the American Array quoting a number of what lie 
caxls “gross inaccuracies'* in American histories 
of the War.

I send you this because the accounts 
oi the War referred to in this article are no 
more inaccurate than those in the American his­
tories which your Committee put into the Montreal 
schools and while it is bad enough to have gross­
ly inaccurate American versions of current histoxy 
taught to American children, I hope you will agree 

^ia certainly not right that Canadians should 
gj-v-e sisular misleading propaganda to Canadian 
children.

-

Yours faithfully,

J. A. Nicholson, ;sq 
McGill University, 

Montreal.

L.L.D•, • »

Eh

...


