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“yey forget thee, O Jerusalem?! let my right hand forget its canning.”*—Ps. 137, v. 5.
,, -

CONCLUDING PORTION OF THE course. To say that he had faults, short-
FUNERAL SERMODN !comings of temper and character, is just to

Preached in St. Maithew's Church, Halifaz, | $2¥ that he was mortal; and far be it from
on February 21st, by the Rev. G. M. Grant, | & to search out or dwell- upon any such.

i . v Excellencies, rare excellencies, he had; and
with refercnce to the late Rev. John Scott. these eoul d'be fully known enly by those

“Our fathers. where are they? And the pro- | who knew him long and intimately. His
phets, do they live for ever ?”—Zrcu 1. 5. chief peculiarity, and the one which I believe
~ “SUFFICIENT cause haie we, as a congre;ia- was the root cause of all the misunderstand-
tion, to acknowledge that they remain not | ings about him, was his dignified reserve—a
long here. ‘The other day I saw, in our |reserve which shrank from laying bare his
monthly periodical, an address, presented | own inuer life, and from the noisy manifesta-
forty years ago on behalf of this congrega- | tion and even exhibition of the feelings and
tion, to one who had then Kindly supplied it, | troubles of others. lence, many who did
when destitute of regular ministrations, for | not know the real grounds of his conduct in
six months. Not vne of the Trustees who | particular cases, unhesitatingly condemned
signed that address is now living; yea, not | him because they attributed to him unworthy
only dead, but almost universally furgotten. | motives which really had never entered his
One of our present elders remarked to me { mind. Aund as he would never condescend
that only a single nam: was familiar to him. | to explain, and would never draw back from
And, since our bells rang in this New Year, | a position he deemed right, the misunder-
we have followed to the grave one of the | standing continued. I myself know of cases
oldest merchants of this city, who was one | in which his conduct was loudly censured by
of the oldest members of this Church, And | men who, if they had known wherefore he
0w we have just come from the obsequies of | had sv acted, would have approved, or at
him who so long, as your father and prophet, | least have been silent. You say that he
went in and out before you. And here, and | should have spoken freely, and have giver
0%, it is but meet that we should take = last | his reasons. Perhaps he should. Perhaps
look at what he has been to us all—a grateful , he was not asked: ministers are generally
tetrospect of his faithful services. In the judged without being heard in their own
pulpit, the language of flattery, even of eulo- | defence. But, after all itis a lofty principle
4, is quite out of place: but it would, indeed, | that rests upon character—that says, let my
be a frigid etiquette that forbade a generous | character speak for me: I will not anticipate
acknowledgment and appreciation : and such | objections: I will do what I conceive to be
may well come from me; for whatever he | right; and if it be right, in the end God will
may have been to others, to me he was never ' vindicate me. And the lesson we should

ything but kindness and consideration | learn from this, is, to be slow in judgin
tself—a very father unto me in all our inter- otbers, especially when we have not heari
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{rom them the evidence on which they acted,
to be very sure that they had reasons beiter
than those hinted nap by the uncharitalle;
and above all, to apply this rule in our deal-
dngs with our clergyman.  Hecannot degrade
himselt by running about here and there to
explain his conduct. le must be trusted
with a confileuce that idle tattle or slight
appearances will not shake. 1f you cannot
put such trust in your minister, the sooner
¥ou part from hon in that capacity the better.

have known parents who were much aston-
dshed that their children grew up without any
relish for the services of the sanoteary, and
without reverence for divine things, when
the real reason was that their chillren, from
their youth up, had heard them eritidze,
eensure, even ridicete their minister, from
week to week,—conduct unrcasonable, wick-
«d, and .rost hurtful to their own best inter-
ests,

Of all the excellencies of him whom God
hus taken from us, there was noune more
striking than his uprightuess, e was con-
scientious as a Covenanter.  Anything mean,
sordil, or pettifogging, his soul hated. He
might not say much: he wewld not say muchz: |
but there was no wavering in his decision. ;
Often he could huve tuhen advantage of his
position to increase his store ; buthe louthed
byways, and woull net svil his garments.
And when ke felt that ina ¢ tan path his
duty lay, nothing could mahe him swerve
from that,—no matter though it cost him
woney, cost him fricnds, cost him the ap-|
plause of the people. He felt the high re-
spousibility anl dignity of Lis place, as a
a3 a steward of the mysteries of God, to lead
- -not to follow—the people: and during his
thirty-seven years tenure of otfice, he wore
the white thwer of a blumeless lide,” and
rever gave any member of his cungregation |
«ause to blush for the indiscretions of his
wminister.

One love he had—a love that. was the
mainspring of his life—a love that he pre- |
verved strong in death; and that wus,a won- |
derful love for the people over whom God
Lal set him. Many did not believe that,
heeause he was not demunstrative. Their
idea is that the noisy shallow little brook is
more useful to the sea into which it runs,
than the great deep silent river. No: true
love is sellom bustling. Many think that |
their minister does not tuhe an interest m
them, unless he is continually :unning in and
out among them like a busybody. Surely,
surely, a deeper interest would mauifest itself
by bearing them on his spitit in his stady |
and at the throne of gruce--by scarching |
into God’s Word for the truths that will best
suit their various cares—hy organizing the
various activities of the congregation so that |
they may inclule as many workers as possi- |
ble, and he thoroughly efficient. And just,
because of the thue love your late pastor lore |
to you, he never woul l consent to surrender ,
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his charge. until he was convimeed that u
woul I really e for your permunent benefit,
And here I'may state tiat I would not have
come to this ficld of dabour, had it not been
for his atfectionute and earnest entreatien,
You had no cluim wpon me: you coull ofier
me no i ucements.  1is letters first showed
him to me in his true light, as & man capable
of real affection, sell-sasrificing and humble,
‘I'o show you the relation in which we always
stood to each other, it will not be out of place
for me to read an extract from the letter he
wrote, when at tust T consented to his repeat-
ed sulicitations, and proposed that he should
still remain as senior minister. e writes on
Nov. 17th 1862, as follows:—

* Mv pEAR M, GRaANT,—

“aw I am rejoiced at learning from you
the decision you have come to respecting the
call. I betieve that you have been directed
trom above in your determination to accept,
and that in due time your admission to the
charge will tuke place with the divine bless-
ing, and a connexion formed between pastor
and people which shall be long and happy,
and eminently blessed to the good uf souls.

“ smiss from your mind the idea that the
people we difficult.  Labour under no such
apprehession. You will be received by them
with kinc ness and hearty good-will, und find
them, as you have reason to eapect from their
intelligenc.: and class of socicty, reasonable,
anil actuatel by right feeling, * ® 2 * * * ¢
If diligence i..d been used siuce the meeting
of the congregation, we would have had you
here this fall; for, as I tuld the Committee,
if you accepted, you would feel differeutly
abmt stuying the winter in the Island, and
your coming at once would have been udvan-
tageous to the congregation and yourself,
and especially agreedble to me.  As itis, I
fear that I must needs buchle to work again.
But, my dear Mr. Grant, be not concerned.
‘The inconvenience to me is not to be regard-
ed, and I must see to it that the congregzation
do not suffer.  Your propusal is certainly the
ordinary way. ‘But as soon as my retirement
was mooted by the movers in the matter, 1
liked their idea: and, in the circumstances,
it is the best for all parties.

« hope you will find me a quict, exempla-
ry parithicner.  You may be assurcd of my
sympathy with you in ail your ldiours. Tam
not demonstrutive: but T will watch your
operations with deep interest, and rejuice in
all your successes.

% I am, my dear Mr. Grant,
“ Yery truly yours,
« Junx Scorr”

This was the man whom God hath taken
to his everlasting rest--who broke the bread
of life 10 you, faithfully deelaring the whole
counsel of God—the father, the prophet. the
man of prayer. Colmly and in deep peace
he passed from a world in which his work
was doue, into the world of epirits, Lhe lest
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prayer 1 heard from him was on my own who, we know, receives each servant whe
behalf. Folding my hand in both of his, and | crusses the river of death with the wclcome
drawing me closer to himself, each word came | home of * Well done, go.d and fuithful ser-
from him very slowly and very distinetly — "vant! thou hast been fuithful over a few
#May God bless youinull your work. Amen ! things. 1 will mahke thee 1uler over many
Ithen left him. By fuith, when he was a- | things.  Enter thouinto the joy «l'thy Lord.”
dying, he Llessed his son in the ministry, . We pass on to our own wak, for yet «

During his List illness, he was as fittle fond | little time here. - Not svon will we forget him.
of talkk as in his lifetime. Ile could not be And concerning him we will scmember no-
eompe, sed—could  not meditate nor  pray, | thing, save the cleanuess of his hands, aud
where there were many present, and the cor-  the upightaess of his heart--his honorable
responding moving shout und whispering so * life, and his love for his prople —bis fuithful
usual and so unsecwly in the sick room, e | preaching, and his many prayers.  lle has
craved for quict that he might have 1est in | notleft behind him in HalifsX a more evan-
spirit.  His faith was most assured.  His | gelical preacher, nor a more consistent mus.

ery, repeated every day, was—* God has been !
very goud to me; God is good.” 1le rested ;
on the eternal covenant; and those evangeli- |
cal traths which he so dearly preached to
you, were his own consolation to the last. |
“He hath made all my hed in my sickness. |
In Him do I trust. I have hitherto been;
impatient. I will now wait his time,” were
his words, as he largely sought to be remem- |
bered in the prayers of the congregation. |
And he died. And when I looked at hi.s;
face, calm in death, unutterable thoughts,
such as I had never fully felt before, crowded |
wpon me. I have never been called on to
look on the cold remuins of any near relative
=-of any ccnnection even so near to me as,
he was—of any one whose work bore tie,
same relation to mine as his did. 1 felt that,
I was now in the tront rank ; no une between
me and the giviog in my account.  The things
of sense, the things that the world is occupied |
about, shrivelled up into nothiug Lefore that

—)————

Sketches from Church History.

SCOTLAND.

The Reformation.

( Coutinued.)

Tris was a period of intense commotion.
The foundations of the moral and spiritudd
world, in su far as Scotland was cuncerned.
seemed to shuhe and tremble as by a mighty
carthquahe. The peuple who, but a little
time ago, slept quietly, leaving the concerns
of their souls in the keeping of ** the Church,”
and under the charge of the ecclesiastivs, were
suddenly aroused from their slumbers.  Nced
we be surprised that the multitude stood, for
a moment, paralyzed by the greatuess of the
shock and the magnitude of its consequences ?

severe, almost stern square face. ** Where ; Was not the fortress in which they and their
ishe?” Tecried. “ Not here: this is not he: | fathers had lived and died, about to be demo-
those lips will never, never open to speck |lished? To them this was no light matter.
again.  He is experiencing the realities of the | There they had received whate.er little know -
dread unknown silent land.  And as he is, | ledgge they possessed of things sacred and di-
80 shalt thou be; how suun, thou knouwest . vine. That Church, whatever its errvr, was
not. COh be faithful! Do thy work while it | the only one they knew. At its altars, they
is_called day: regard not the fashion, the | had received the rite of Christian Baptism-
cries of the world: * the night cometh when | Its I'ricsts united thent in wedivk.  Its miu-
no man can work.’” ¢ He, being dead, yet, isters attended the death-beds of their de-
speaketh” to me. parted friends, as they expected them also te

And to you, also, he speaks. Will you | attend their own, and administer the comforts
not listen to the preaching of the deud, if you | of religion, when life’s conflicts were ubout
did not to the words of the living? Listen | ended for ever.  The whole of their spiritual
to the preaching of the Lord of life and death. | treasuse—a treaswre more valuable than natu-
Remember that your bishop has gone to the | rul life, because more enduring—they were
tribunal, und that his pleading includes your | taught to regard a5 bound up with the cor~
reception of his, message.  All his prayers, j tinued existence of that Church.  Ifit should
all his teachings, all the light of his cunsis- s be vy erthrown, would that treasure be lost and
tent christian life, will be rechoned against | lost forever >—if the house in which their fe-
you, if they have not been for you. Iere Ijthers had lived should be torn down, were
plead with you, the living. As life came ; they doomed to become homeless wandirers,
from the dead bones of the old Hebrew pro- , without any fellowship here, and without any
phet, here I pray that his death may be the | hopes of happiness hereafter ? Thoge, to them,
element of quickening to many who were not ; were very solemn and swuding questions, and
benefitted by his life. ! how could they do other than tremble, even

And so we bid hix a lorg last farewell, | with such a possibility in view? It is easy
not sorrowing as they who have no hope, but, for us to be courageuvus, but not so easy for
full of gratitude to God, who, through Christ, | them. Iudeed, what might be courage now,
bas brought life and immortality to light, and | would then have been rashness. The only
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wonder is that the Reformers met with such | of mercy.  And iy not the same true of thos
an amount of cordial sympathy from the | thunderstorms which so often are to be mu
masses, and that the Reformation in Scotland | with in the moral and political warld? - W,
had been so speedily and harmonivusly ef- | in itself, is certainly a terrible calamity ands
fected. Under God, we must imnpute it to [ frightful spectacle. Yet, when nations be.
some dim recollections of the purer teaching | come aocin\]y and politically corrupt—wh,
of the Culdees, and to the gricvous yoke of i the atmosphere in which they move is pest.
Romanisin becoming so hieavy to bear that | lent und deadly, some terribe agency sec
it could be curried nv longer. ; necessary for its purification.  Let selfishues
The Reformation period in Scotland was | and avarice become rampant, let the worshy,
emphatically a storm) time. The Reformers | of Mammon as chicf Go&, and ** money-mah-
were, for the most part, stern, bold wen, and | ing-ut-any -price™ becume the nationul char.
not a few of their actions were highly chorac- | acteristie, then who would not say, *we.
teristic of such agents. To say that all who | come war, with all its horrors, rather than thy
took a leading part in this glorious move- | thisstate of matters should always continue.
ment were actuated by the purest motives, ; If; otherwise, honor and honesty must become
would certainly be saying too much.  To say | empty names of things long dead—if thos
that nothing wus done, during the trausition | virtues, once regarded as something more s,
seriod from Popery to Protestantism, which | ered aund dearer than life, can unly flouris.
Lad been better undone, would also be an ex- Lafter such terrible disasters as follow in th
aggeration.  Like all great human move- | train of war, then let it come and welcom.
ments, it exhibited a diversity of actions and | Yet the Moral Governor of the world is the
a variety of motives. Selfishness played its | Head of the Church.  Aud =hall she escap
part, even in this holy work. Some of the | while the workd suffers?  Most assuredl
Nobles saw the immense wealth of the | not, if she be not uttetly forsaken, Tet he
Church, and wished its overthrow that they | fall back again into the state in which tle
might gain something of the spoils. Yet | dawn of the Reformation found her, and ag...
Knox and his principal associates were honest  she must suffer, and again be purified, in t-
and disintetested, as well as earnest, and con- | furnace of afHiction,  Let Protestantism luse
sequently, stormy although the vime was, still . its vitality —let it drift aw ay from its early faicl
it was health-giving. Indecd History seems | and its open Bible—-letit become a dead bouy
to show that such a storm is often necessary, ; without a living, carnest, evangelical spirir,
and that it is the agent, in the hand of the ; and it must soon find itself badk, far back ..
Almighty, fou bringing about his purposes of , History, ready to meet the fiery trials of
mercy. This holds true within the domain of | second Reformation.
the Chur b, as well as of the world, both so-, During this stormy period of wild comm-.-
cial and natural. We may always observe i tion, men and motives were jostled together
that, befure a thunderstorm, the atmosphere | in a strange chaotic mass. Scotland, as we
is unusually heavy and languid. Not a leaf | look back upon it during those early days o
moves in the forest. There is a strange calm | the Reformation period, appears like one o
and listlessness and deadness reigning every- | her stern old custles, furnished with all the
where, and vier all things.  We can neither | appliances of modern luxury, but overthrows
write, nor think, nor exert ourselves without | by some mighty comvulsion of nature, all li
an effort. The heavy clouds stand above us | strewn and jumbled together in strange con
in dense masses, as if tuo lazy and languid to | fusion.  Massive blucks of granite and fral
roll away, and the air Lecomes pestilent. | articles of ornament or costly gems, the Bar
But, suddenly there comes a crash. The ; on's broad-sword and his L.ds’s fan, instru
lightning glimmers and durts across the skies. | ments of war and implements of pzace, are
Volley after volley, from heaven's artillery, | scattered hither and thither in universul dis
roars through the clouds, and the tempest | order. Youder comes the Mailed Soldier
sweeps through field and forest. But the , sheathed in armor. Recide him walls the
storm soon bluws uver, and a brighter and | pale-faced Reforming Minister in Genevs
fresher beauty returns to earth and sky.|gown and cap. The one carries, his Sword
And, it is quite possible that the wild tempest ; and the other bears lis Bille, for Sword and
has left sume desolation in its footprints. It Bible alihe are to be used for the destractioz
may have shattered the lofty pine in the for-, of Error and in the defence of the Truth. Aud
est or the shady elm in the vale. It may ; both Baron and Preacher exert a powerful
have Lid its hands v some noble edifices and | influence over the popular mind.  The one,
.stately structures, and overturned them, vet , their feudal chief, commands them o second
who does not thank God for the thunder- : the work of the Reformation.  The other ap-
storm? It is the agent of the Almighty for | peals to the authority of the Divine Word, the
purifying the atmusphere. It may bring loss | sword of the Spirit, uud reasons from the Holy
to the few, but it brings blessings to the mil- | Scriptures that the Church of Rume isa Church
lion. It carries new vigour, and health, and, of Error and of Sin.
life to ten thousand homesteads, and joy to| At the period of the Reformation. feudalism
tenghousand hearts. Its voice may be clothed | was still very siron 5 in Scotland, and hencs
in terror, but its message is that of an angel | we find that the fith of the feudal lord be
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came also the faith of the feudal vassals. |one and all of the purest hind. Roman Ca
Indeed, the Protestantism of each section of | tholic writers, ou tfxc contrary, have denounc-
the Iand depended much upon the acceptance | ed them all as base, v¢Ifish, unworthy, His
or rejection, Ly the Chief of that section, of | tory, however, would seem to say that the
the doctrites “of the Reformation. In the | motives in this, as in all other great move
Western Counties, Argyll and Glencairn ‘ ments, were of avery mixed character.  Thot
swayed the destiny of thousands. They pro- | avarice Jdrove some of the Barons to forward
claimed themselves in fuvour of Refurm,, the work of the Reformation, seems very evi-
and hence the Western Counties were, from | dent from their after conduct in the matter.

the earliest period, the strungholds of the Re-
formation. The Faorl of Rothes, Lord Lind-
say and the Lord James Stewart had the feu-
dal sway of TFife, and consequently IFife be-
came Protestant. Lord Ruthven influenced
Perth, and Lrskine of Dun Montruse and
Dundee, and so we find Perth, Montrose and
Dundee conspicuous among the towns of Scut-
land for their decided Protestantism. On
the other hand, Huntley was no Reformer,

and consequently, within his domains, the Re- |

formation made but little progress. The
great house of Hamilton was undecided, and
consequentlyGlasgow and Paisley vacillated—
being at times more zealous for Reform than
at uther perivds, just according to the move-
ments of the 1 use of Hamilton. Indeed,
the Reformation of Scotland, although much
more popular than that of England, yet hud,
by no means, its root and origin in the popu-
lace. In England, the Refurmation was
monarchical ; the King changed his religion,
and, by passing an Act, chunged the religion
of the country, and, by his great power, re-
formed the Church. In Scotland, the Refor-
mation was baronial. Even when avigorous
King swayed the sceptre of Scotland, those
great barons were a match for the throne ; hut
when that sceptre fell into the hands of a
child-king, the Monarch was only second to
theBaronsinpower. And,humanly speaking,
did not Knox secure the favor of those Barons
and the cooperation of this Oligarchy, he would
have preached in vain, if indeed he was per-
mitteg to preach at all. The duty which the

| The Church had, throughthe liberality of for-
! mer Kings to the monasteries throughout the
{ land, as well as through the various methods
cused by the Eeclesiastics to amass property,
! become eatremely wealthy. At the time of
. the Reformation, it is estimated that one-half
"of the wealth of Scutland Lelongeld to the
| Church. If the Church could Le overthrown,
. those powerful Nubles thought that the pro-
sperty would naturally and necessarily fall
into their own hands, or, at least, that they
. would add some portivus of it to their own
. pussessions. The Church had large portions
 of the land of Scotlaud. fiom which they re-
ceived large rents. Soon after the com-
. mencement of the Refurmation ~truggles, the
, Barons saved them the trouble of collecting
_thuse tents, by seizing upon them for their
,own purposes.  When the victory was won.
! Knox saw that the uew Church wus in danger
of being stripped wholly of its possession-.
; und we read that, in the Parliament of 1560,
. he raised his voice aguinst the sin, by giving
. a course of lectures upon Haggai. The Bar-
ons attended the preaching in St. Giles’, where
, the fuithful Knox exposed their vices from the
"words, * Iy it a time for you, oh ye, to dwell
,in your ceiled huuses, und this house lie
(waste? Go up to the mountain, and bring
,wood, and build the house, and I will take
, pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the
,iord. The silver is mine, and the gold i«
, mine, saith the Lo.1 of Hosts., The glory of
 this latter house shali be greater than of ne
former, and in this place will I give peace.”

eople understoud best, and which had been | But to such appeals, a leader among the Bar-
impressed upon them with the greatest cure | uns could say, with a sneer, “ We may now
and earnestuess, was the duty they owed to | forget ourselves, and bear the barrow to build
their feudal lord. We must remember how | the House of God.” On another occasion.
sadiy they had been neglected by the Church— | when the * Book of Discipline™ was presented
how incapable they were of forming an opin- - to the Privy Council for its approval, the No-
i iestions ot issue, and conse- . bles did notrelish it, and Maitland again conld
quently, how naturally they would adopt the : sneer, and pronounce it “a devout imagina-
opinions of those whom they feared, honored , tion.” This was too much for the temper of
or respected. The nobility and gentry of | Knox, and his wrath broke out against them.
Scotland were now, in a measure, educated , He said, “some are licentious, some have
men, who could understand the merits of the | greedily griped the possessions of the Church.
question, end who cordially welcumed the | and others thought they would not lack thei
change from Romanism to Protestantism. | partof Christ’s coat; yea, and that befure that
The Church had neglected the education of , ever he was crucified, as by the preachere
the masses. She had allowed them to grow | they were oft rebuked.  The chief great man
up in ignorance and indifference, and conse- | that had professed Christ Jesus, and refused

sha A 1 3
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quently, when the crisis came, she could exert
no power or influence over them.

Much has been said about the motives which
led the Burons and Clergy of Scotland to
part with the Church of Rome. Some Pro-
testant writers bave regarded their motivesas ;

to subscribe to the “ Bouk of Discipline,” was
the Lord Erskine ; and no wonder; for, be-
sides that he had a very evil woman to his
wife, if the poor, the schools, and the minis-
try of the Church had their own, his kitchen
would lack two parts, and more, of that which
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. be unjustly now possesseth. Assuredly some ; throughout a series of years; and in this way
of us have wondered how men who profess | the poorer classes of litigants may be subjec.
godliness, could, of s0 long continuance, hear j ed to a grievous wrong. It is transparent to
the threatnings of God against thieves and | every one who has followed up the Cardron
sgainst their houses, and knowing themselves i Case to its close, that the winners gained o
guilty of such things as were openly rebulied, | gimply leeause they were pecuniarily able, and
and that they uever had remorse of consci- | MaeMiilan, unable to prolong and .carry .o
ence, neither yet intended to restore anything | a litigation, at_a gieat expense, in the Lav

of that which they had lung stolen and reft.”
( 1o he Continued. ) _
5. M. G.

§

‘Who won tho Cardross Casce--McMil-
lan or the Free Church?

Tae Minsy, W, B. E. R(VER,
15th March 1864,

—_——

Courts, through a series of years, . Whatever
the faults of the Englich system of litigatioy
be, it is certainly in this respect greatly, pre.
ferable to the Court of Session of _Scotland,
For, a far more important Case than that, of
the Cardross one—that of the Bishop,of Sal-
isbury against the Rev. Rowland Wiiliama~
has extended over little more than two years, .
and iv is at present on the eve of a judielsl,

| s=tlement by the Privy Coancil.. Had. the..

Cardross Case, now that legal quibbles have
been resorted to to protract its adjadication,,

THE INTEREST of the general public in the | been pursued to a settlement el the rate at
Cardroas Case huslong aga eeased.  Very few | which 1t was advancing. it nught have gone on
N - . H - 1} .
ordinary readers of the public printe knew | for a dozen of years, if not more,  There i

latterly how it stoud, in what position the
counsel and the judges were, or ealculated
when the Case would likely come to an ernd.

surely mach room here for the eftorts of Law |
teformers, . .
The Free Church have gained the Cardrow

The Cardross Case was certainly involved iny Case.  Nominaily and apparently they have,
the thick fulds of Scottish Law, and ouly legal {.but virtuallv and in reality how much havs.
intellects were able to unwarp its fuldingsand | they ained ? Is this their gain ?—They: have
shew whether there was acase o. the siightest | abandoned, at the outset of the Case, their ar-

interest withiu,

Out uf ¢his state of oblivion | rogant attempt to place themselves above the

and perfect indifference, the public are sud- | law of the land and without its jarisdiction,
denly startled by the announcement that the | on the plea that their Cliurch Courta. were

Cardross Case s al an end.

It is terminated | * spiritual courts,” and their sentences * spi-

by MeMillan, the pursuer, voiuntarily wirth- | ritual sentences.” They moreover consented
draving from the field of legal contest; and | to plead as & mere voluntary association, and
the Free Church. the defendant, isleft to glo- | to produce their sentences, or the, records .of
¥ inan apparent trinmph.  Over nearly five | their proceedings, as any secular corporation
Jlong yvears haa the weary litigation run its | would have done, if placed in similar ciréuim-
cotrse, and it i3 not surprising that the pur-, stances. T'rue, they abandoned their loftr

suer at length became anxious o withdraw
trom the litigious arena. It is said, and is

f

t

4 spiritual position and clsims ander protest,”
butin doing so, they put themselves in a prac-

generally credited, that MeMillan is a very  tical dilemma, from which it were impossihle
poor man, arnd his contending with an ecclesi- | for them to . escape. in the eveut of gaining
astical body bving unlimited credit and abun- | their ease. Had the action goae against
dant means and resources, was certaiuly a ) them, their protest and reservation of right

. most tnequal contest.

It is quite likely that | would have enabled them to carry the Case to

the pursuer expresses his real wotives of giv~ | the House of Lords, where. they would. have
ing up his Case, when he protests his being | farved badly, we fear, with their spiritual pleas,
wearied out in the straggle, and his earnest | but, haviug neminally won. they eannot do

P I

uishto live the remuining few years of his hife ; that now.  The ; have therefore tinmphed by
Za.prace with all men; though the hintthat bas | abandoning their spiritual position. They
been thirown out as toan amicable arvangement | have gained by submitting their sentences
- baviug been effected between the pursaer and , and procedure to the Civil Courts of the coun;,
defe dants, does not bear ang improbatility on |, uy, and no amount of protesting can hence-
Ahe face ofit. Butaccepting MeMillan's state- | forth avail them now. Tie really important,
ment quanium valest the necessity impused | nay, we would say, the only impartant matter
on him of withdrawing from this legal con- | 1e the general public, was vielded, when the
test appears to bea grave blot on the Scottish | Free Church acknowledged herself amenable
syatem of administering justice. If it be in , fn the vrdinary Courls.of Law, and. admitted
the power of a defendant in any civil action | the cluims of Law lo exawmine her contract
%o drag vut a Case through many lung vears, | and sentences, as those of any other corporate
&t isclearly evident thac the sinews of war, | body would have been exomined., if called up-
~and not the merits of a cause, wiil gain.the | on by the Judicatories of the land. It hasfow
das, in the protracted and tortuous windings | been scttled, once and for all, thagno Volun:
of our Seottish Law Coutts. None but the | tay Church is recognisable as &. Charch.in
~Sealthiest are abic.to prolung a legal contest ' the_eye of the law; and that all such. churcheg,
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tar be deait with, only as tulerated associa- | by pleading that the Free Church in Scotlang
“tigny.  The law does nnt recognise - spiritu-  has no corporate or associate existence as a
-8l sentences."” Bu‘l this 18 not nll, .lue Free qul‘lt-cl‘ne unity ; and, as ,:ucb. cannot l‘herc-
'thurch e} l;()ll ony lmluued w uwlt.h;t;ensm;.s . :)uu- either suc or b am-dr in |‘m~del Courtw
of amere tolerated copaitnery, linhle (¢ be ) by any representatives, for it does not ug-
corrected by the Law Gourts, wnenever by | knowiedge that she has any n.'pr('aer!t:ni.\'ok'..
‘breach of contract or any otner dlegal pro- | butelligent Yoluntaries of other denominations
ceveding, it violutes the law of the Jand, but| will be lonth to accept this last conclusion as
«the -Free Cm;rch has given un;lhy her mlvn applieable l;) thew, ‘Though many Volunta.
‘pleadings, all stuls us a collective body. | ries sympathised with the Free Church in
Fl‘:ril'co:.n;wl plead, in open Courr, that u‘:/e early .Sllli);t‘ﬁ of the Cavdross Cas‘;. lhe; did‘ ]t::
»‘J;‘ree gIn;,rch could u':»t be ral“}[]lil‘ any (t“(m(;.'. at the u‘z_pleus:: of l'n(;.*ir own ){ri'uciplels. Con-
“that she hag, as such, no Jegal loens stendi, | 1stent Voluutaries do not wish to be recoge
~u&ither ?;yg(irk IS!';ssimtn’. I’res;nytur) . S':l nu%ur i nizedtby law in any cagnfit)' ;lm? xln tolerated
Rpeneral- Assemoly, und on thuy gl’()b" s MCe Copartneries assogate or lawiu pllrpoees,
<Millan was forced to proceed against her of-| We are aure they would not, even if they
+fee-hearers and uuthorities as individuals, | could, extrude themselves from the jurisdic-
+]f, then, -she cannot plead by representatives | tion of the Courts of the Civil Law. “So long
sin-defence of. an actiyn laid against ker as a | as they oct in accordance with the law of the
seorporate bady, she evidently cannot pursue | land--so long as, in their individual and
vas ﬂ;‘lvlmcnciatinn.b ]Not (Jurl‘y, ;lr;refur.e,' h.l.; collecti\e]cxllpnlci;if-q], they maintain their con.
-the-Free Church abidicated her lofiy.spisitual | tracts and deal fairly h_\' each other, there can
:tank;-but she also has abandoned her position | by no question of legal interference withi them.
-8 & collective assuciation, and lowered herself | It is only when they claim to assume fune-
to the rank of a congeries of individuals, that | tions w hx‘c}‘ invalve eivil ix.»juslice, and pursue
-eannot collectively either sue or he sue‘lphe- afctim-se va}gurmua to the eivil interests of any
fore-any Civil Court.  ‘Thatis tosay, the Free | of their oftice-bearers or wmembers, that there
Chureh-has no position or standing in the eye | is room for an appeal to the Civil Courts.
‘of the law of the land, either as @ Church | We are fully persusded that the really intel-
! . : . & )
oras a corporation.  Sne is reduced to thy, ligent Voluntaries of Scotland and of other
sadow of a shade, and has, by her pleadivgs | lands, even of Nova Seutia, would regret fo
of ¢ unsel, put herself in a worse position, | see any change in this state of matters, and
than we at the first supposed could be pus. would have strong obhjections to follow the
sible for anv voluntary association to be ptac- | example of the Free Church in abandoning
#d in. We cannot hazard an opinion what | her assoeinte and cerpora‘e charicter when
would be- the course, supposing MceMillan | she is forced fuce to face with the Law Coutts
still -persisted in keeping possession of the | of the land,
:Free- Manse property of Cardross, the Free Musquod.boit, February, 1864.
»Church- -would pursue, In what capacity
would~she atdress the Civil Court, wherein
- the question of possession was to be adjudi- ! Angels.
- eated, - since ske has ahandoned her position | —
-3s an association ? It is now clear that the { Pernars there is not & more glorious facs,
Manse property of Cardross does not belong | to the mind of a Christian, than that angels
“to any select number of individual members, are continuilly surrounding him. "On every
-and office-beavers of the Free Churgh, fur her | hand, at all times and seasons, sleeping and
-Counset proctaimed in Court that she could , waking, they are constantly his attendants.
not be represented even by her C:emfrul As- | In his battle against the world, the fiesh and
;embl.‘..] ‘Though this point is l:lot, llke!g_ t(; ?lm de“l'i his guardian angeis co-operate with
e tried, but, were it to be tested in a Civil him. They fan the mouldering flame of
Court, it might place the Free Churchi o an | courage and resolution.  They urge him on
-awkward position in her now new character. | to deeds of valour in the good cause.  Ap-
- On the whote, we tnink that the Free, pointed by the Almighty to execute his de-
-Church -have hLttie 1easun o boast as the . mands, they fly with the speed of lightning
-winner in the Cardross Case. She has gain- to achieve his designs. What e glorious
ed-a victory because she was powerful in her, truth!  How fraught with delight to the per-
_,u,a(xin:;vs of war” for a long legal c.unpaig.l{n i , seyering Christian sou} '—that amid his trials
-and MeMllan is Nil, not, by any means, be-  and temptations, not alone is man’s Heavenly
cause-his clams 1 Court were groundless ; | Father the witness, but “ thousands of angels”
«quite.the reverse. - The Free Church can no  fired with zeal for the extension of their Mas-

.

longer make capital of the spiritual nature of  ter’s kingdom.

their-ecclesiastical Courts and sentences, as,  If, on the one hand, it is a source of delight
they, have beeu winners of their case by the  to the Christian, it is, on the other, a source
sbandonment of that lofty position, and sub- , of dismuy and trepidation to the worker of
witting the procedure and sentences of their | iniquity. Must his every action, guilty as it
Courts to the ordinary Courts of Law. In | i, be noted? Must! " devilish machinatiods
#eort, tuey-have mude a guust of their Charch | be reported to the ears of his Judge by an
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“ innumerable company of angels?” This
thought, wheusoever indulged 1in, is scalding
in the extreme.  Nevertheless, not having a
desire to return to God, the evil, lying, per-
fidious emissaries of the devil around are
permitted to lead him on to the goal of de-
struction. Poor wretch! I oftentimes fancy
the picture of horror which, as an invisible
hulo, encompasses a wicked man. I faney
I see every species of winged creatures, with
ghastly countenances. Some are distorted
with anger, jealousy, hatred, and other vices.
Others bear the unmistakeable impress of
infamy, disgrace, and crime.  Each is tugging
on to the poor victim with tenacious grasp,
bolding him in complete subjueation. Yet
he imagines himself the happiest of beings!
This is what he calls liberty !

Dear reader, think if you are thus bound.
If so, shake off your bonds, and be no longer
under the dominion of evil spirits. Let your
guardian angels be of that celestial band
which is only too happy to administer to the
well-being of mortals. Haze.

s () oot
Jesus Christ for us.
THERE is no other way for sinners to be

justified from the curse of the law, in the
sight of God, than by the imputation of that

vighteousness long ago performed by, and |

still residing with, the person of Jesus Christ.

Now, from this proposition I draw these
two positions: First, that men are justified
from the curse of the law before God, while
sinners in themselves; sccondly, that this

can be done by no other righteousness than |

that long ago performed by, and residing
with, the person of Jesus Christ.

Let us, then, now enter into the consider-
ation of the first of these, namely, That men

.are justified from the curse of the law before

God, while sinners in themselves.

‘I'bis I shall manifest—

1st..By touching upon the mysterious acts
of our redemption.

- - L . »

And this I shall speak to under these two
heads:

1st. I shall shew you what that is; and

2ad. How we ave concerned therein.

‘That which I call, and that rightly, the
mysterious act of our redemption, is, Christ’s
sufferings as a common, though a particular
person; and as a sinner, though always com-
pletely righteous.

That he suffered as 2 common person is
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And that he should die as a sinner, why
yet himself “did no sin, nor had any guil
found in his mouth,” made this act mup
mysterious. 1 Pet. i 19; ii. 22; iii. 1y
That he died as a sinner is plain. * He hayy
made him to be sin.” “ And the Lord lj,
uvon him the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah Jij;
That, then, as to his own person, he wy
|completcly sinless, is also as truly manifis,
y and that by a multitude of scriptures.

i Now, I say, that Jesus Christ should Le
' thus considered, and thus dic, was the great
mystery of God. Hence Paul tells us tha
"when Ke preached * Christ crucified,” bhe
I preached not only * the wisdom of God,” but
: the wisdom of God * in a mystery.” 1 Cor.
!i. 23; ii. 7, 8. Itis also so nysterious tha
it goes beyond the reach of all men excep
 those to whom an understanding is given of
God to apprebend it. 1 John v. 20. Tha
| one particular man should represent the elect
in himself, and that the most righteous should
| die as sinner, yea, as a sinner by the hand
l'of a just and hofy God, is a mystery of the
i greatest depth.
i Secondly. And now I come to shew yom
1 how the elect are concerned therein—that is,
Iin this mysterious act of this most Blessed
One; and this will make this act yet more
' mysterious to you. Now, then, we will speak
j of this first, as to how Christ prepared hin.-
self thus mysteriously to act.

First. He took hold of our nature. I sa
| he took hold of us, by taking upon him ﬁesg
j and blood. The Son of God, tl.crefore, tovk
not upon him & particular person, though he
took tu him a human body and soul, but that
which he took was, us I may call it, a lump
of the common nature of man, and by that
took hold of the whole elect sced of Abre-
ham. Heb. ii. 168. “ Vor verily he took not
on him the nature of angels, but he took w
, him the seed of Abraham.” Hence he, in &
| mystery, became us, and was counted all the
men that were or should be saved. And this
is the reason why we are said to do when
only Jesus Christ did do. As, for instance,
First, When Jesus Christ fulfilled the right-
eousness of the law, it is said it was fulfilled
- in us, because, indeed, fulfilled in our nature:
. ¢ For what the law could not do, in that it

! was weak thiough the flesh, God sending his
! own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
{ for sin condemned sin in the flesh, that the
! righteousness of the law migbt be fulfilled in
! us,” &c. But because none should appropri

ate this unto themselves that had not had

passed upon them a work of conversion,

true. By common, I mean a public person, I therefore he adds:  Who walk not after the
or one that presents the body of mankind in | flesh, but after the Spirit.” For there being
himself. This 2 multitude of scriptures bear | a union between head and members, though
witness to, especially that fifth chapter to the | things may be done by the head, and that for
Rormans, where, by the Apostle, he is set, the members, the things are counted to the
before us as the head of all the elect, even as ‘ members, as if not done only by the head
Adam was once head of all the world. 'Lhus | “The righteousness of the law is fulfilled iu
he lived, and thus he died; and this was a, us,” and that truly, because fulfilled in that
mysterious act. ‘ common nature which the Son of God took
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of the Virgin. Wherefore, in this sense, we
are said to do what only was done by him,

oven as the client doth by his lawyer when

his lawyer personates him; the client is said

to do when it is the lawyer only that does,

and to overcome by doing when it is the

lawyer that overcomes ;—the reason is, be- '
cause the lawyer does in the client’s name.

How much more, then, may it be said we do '
when only Christ daes ; since he does wlmt‘
e does, wot in our name only, but in our

pature too; “f r the law of the spirit of life 1
in Christ (not in me) hath set me free from
the law of sin and death,” Rom, viii. 1-3,—
he doing in his common flesh what could not
bo done in my particular person, that so I
might have the righteousness of the law ful-
fllled in me, my flesh assumed by Christ;
though impossible to be done because of the
weakness of my person. The reason of all
this is, because we are said to be in him, in
hs doing, in him by our flesh, and also by
the election of God.

Secondly. As we are said to do by Chrst,
s0 we are said to suffer with him—to suffer by
him. “Yam crucified with Christ,” said Paul.
And again, “For as much, then, as Christ |
hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm your- -
selves likewise with the same mind; for he,

that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased:
from sin,” 1 Pet. iv. 1, 2. Mark how the:
Apostle scems to change the person. First, |
he says it is Christ that suffered, and that is
true ; but then he insinuates that it is us that
suffered, for the exhortation is to believers,
“to walk in newness of life;” and the argu-
ment is, because they have suffered in the
fesh : % For he that hath suffered in the flesh
ath ceased from sin; that he no longer
should live the rest of his time in the flesh to
the lusts of men, but to the will of God,”
Gal. ii. 20. We then suffered when Christ
suffered ; we then suffered in his flesh, and
also “our old man was crucified with him,”
Rom. vi. 6,—thec is, in his crucifixion; for
when he hanged on the cross, all the elect
hanged there, in their common flesh which
he assumed, and because he suftered there as
a public man.— From Bunyan’s * No way lo
heaven but by Jesus Christ.”

G

Gospel Paupers.

THERE are always a set of loafers about a
tongregation—people who don’t pay, and who
don’t intend to pay, so long as they can get
the Gospel free. How the services are to be
maintained, does not concern them. They
attend upon the ministration of the Word,
and are very; nice in their judgments upon
the whole service; perhaps console them-
sclves that they are very much refreshed by
it. But thatis all. A thought about whose ,
religious charity they are enjuying, they never |
spend. The same class are found everywhere.

f the same evil, merchants, farmers, doc-

Ihighest to the lowest key.
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tors, bakers, butchers, all have to complaiu.
They get their articles, and like them very
much, or scold heartily when the articles are
not so nice, but have not the slightest thought
of paying. Dunning doesn’t do them a bit
of harm. I really think that in receiving the
o;djnnncesf there sh}t:ul(}1 be an h{;nedst senge
of duty. It is not the thing—to be draggi

through the world on thegcharity of olt:t?;?«‘;
when we should, as much as possible, be
trying to do for ourselves, and helping ox
the congregation. Our contributions may be
very small; satill, they should always be
something. *

What is Christian Life P

It is the use of the bhody according to jta
laws; it is the use of the lower faculties of
the mind according to their laws; it is the
use of the reason according to its laws; it is
the use of the moral sentiments in just the
relatione and proportions in which God gave
them to us; and it is the use of them all for
the glory of God and the welfare of our fel-
low-men. Christianily is not any one thing.
It is not a simple tune played on any parti-
cular part of the key-board. Some men seem
to think that 2 man is like a piano, aud thes
one part is secular, and the other religious:
but Isay that it is all religious, from the
And heis the
Christian who takes everything that is in him,
and takes it in the proportion in which it has
been given to him, and serves God and meu
with it. And whether your veneration is
weak or strong, use it. If it is strong, use it
for Christ, and it it is weak, use it for Christ.
Whether your reason is weak or strong, use
it for Christ. Whether your affections und
moral sentiments are strong or weak, use
them for Christ. Though your mind is weak
here and strong there, use the whole of it for
Christ. You are to take just what God bas
given vou, and serve Him and your fellow-
men with it. That is the idea of being a
Christian.— Selected.

s (e o
Prayer: a Test.

Tae following, s related by Hugh Miller
in his work on the “ Headship of Christ,” is
a fine illustration of the effect of habitual
praver on the mind of an individual, in mould-
ing his thoughts and habits. 1t shows toe
that the word of one accustomed to visit the
mercy-seat is more reliable than the oath of
the profane. * Behold he prays,” is a guar-
antee of character no less now than it was
when this was said of the apostle Paul : —

A Scotch Highlander, who served in the firat
disastrous war with the American oloniex,
was brought one evening before his command-
ing officer, charged with the capital offence nf
being in communication with the enewy,
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The charged could not well he preforred at a
more? dangerons time. Only’a few woeks
had elapsed since the execution of Major An-
die, and the indignation of thevBr tish, exas-
perated almost to madness by the event, had
not vet cooled down. ‘I'here was, however, no
“direct proof against the Hizhlander.  He had
been seen in the grey of the wwilight stealing
out from a'clump of dnderwood thiat hordered
on one of the huge forests which at that peri-
ad covereil by much the greater part of the
Uuited Provinees, and which, in the immedi-
ate neighborhood of the British, swarmed
with the troops of Washington.  All the rest
was mere inference and conjecture.  The poor
man’s defence was summed up in a few words,
He had stolen away from his fellows, he saiq,
to spentd an hour in private prayer,

“Have you been in tke habit of spending
kours in private prayer?” sternly asked the
- officer; himself 2 Scotchman and a Presbyte-
. rian, :
The Highlander replied in the affirmative.
“Then,” said the other. drawing out his
watch, “ never in all your lite had you more
aeed of prayer than now; kneel down, sir,
and pray aleud, that we may all hear you.”
The Highlander, fn the expectation of in-
sant death, knel: down.  His prayer was< that
of one long acquainted with the appropiiate
language in which the Christian addresses his
God. It breathed of imminent peril, and
sarnestly implored the Divine interposition
in the threatened danger,—the help of Him
who, *1 times of extremity, is strong to deliv-
“er. It exhibited, in short, a man who, tho--
oughly conversant with the scheme of redemp-
tion, and fully imvressed wah the necessity
of a personal interest in the advantages which |
it secures, had made the busiuess of salsation ;
the work of many a solitary hour, and had, in .
consequence, acquired much fluency in ex-!
pressing all his various wants as they oceur- §
red, and his thoughts and wishes us they
arose. §
“You may go sir,” said the officer, as he |
concluded, * you have, I dare say, not been in
eorrespondence with the enemy to-nignt” |

* His statement,” he continued. addressing |

himself to the other officers, *is, Idoubtnot, |
perfecily correct.  No one could have prayed | g

*0 without a long appreuticeship; fellows,

who hava never attended driil aiways get un, Al

il /U review.”
— e
Lights and Shadows.
- i
!

s

' I.°
Brienr as the wings of 1 seraph,
Calm as an angel’s eye,
The burnished Bow of a Covenant-Gad
Gleams oul on the western sky s
But lundward the sullen ocean
Heeves widely its weary waves,
- "o thunder the tale of their wild unrest
Through a thousand low-browed eivas.
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And pure as a sinless spirit,
Calin as a sleeping child,
The fern-irirt. waveless, crystal pool
Sleeps far in the forest wild ;
It mirrors of the stars of midnight
And the tinted clouds of Jday.
But, beneath the shadow of cloud and star.
The foulest of reptiles play.

III.

Welcome as dwwn to the sailor
Tossed on the surging wave,

By a rock bound coast, on a starless night,
When the scowling tempests rave,

Breaks the bright glowing of Friendship,
Dawn through the darkness of life,

And we jiy—but Malice her trumpet blows,
And Friendship dies in the strife.

Iv.

Ana. fair as the blowing rosebud,
Bright as the flush of morn,
The rosv cheek and the light beaming eye,
s he Common of life adorn,
And gladden the land with heauty,
And fill the spirit with light,
And the world lonks oright, but the flowres deoaps
And dies in the silent night.
. V.
‘Then. manv a wild and dismal thought .
Whirls through the weuary brain, .
IWhen the waves of doubt break over the soud,
Like surf o’er the storm-lashed main;
And each light that cheered us onwurds,
Gaes out in the gloomy sky,
Till Beauty and Truth are but phantem forma.
That dazzle, deceive and die.
Yi.
But Peace—theu murmuring spirit!
Rest 1ill the clouds depart,
Aud glory return: to the earth and skies,
And joy to the wounded heart;
For the lights are not dead, though hidden,
On this dark and stormy day,
But, beyond the darkness they hold their course.
And sail down their shining way.
. Vil.
Teace—there is rest for the weary.
Hope fur the mourner still;
There is gladness for every sorrow,
And joy for every ill;
The night that gathers around us,
Shall brighten to clondless day,
When the shadows shall fade in tke sunskine.
And the clouus be rolled away.

-~ YL

Courage—the bright flowers of summer
Sleep "neath the drifting snow,

ut shall wake again in their bridal dress,
When the baliny breezes blow;,

ud. while Truth and Beauty lang.dah,
In this cold hud dreary gloom,

-

t They shall spring afresh, and in fairer forizs,

From the cold and dreary toiab.
IX.
Oh, joy ! for yon coming morzow
Dawns o’er a waveless sea. ..
Wherethe heavensare bright astheBainbow light
And the ransomed soul 18 free
The ‘True, the Gaod and the Beautiful
Shall meet in that Home of light
And the dreams of life and the hopos of Faitk
Shall usher in giorious sight. -
S. M. 6.

piapat

L 4
WasT Braxncu East Rivsy, ?
13th Yebruary, 1864, $
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Catching the Squirréi,

JouNNY Ray had set a trap in the wood-

f 1ands for squirrels, : :

B * The “ woodland” was a large plot, of many’
b acres of land, covered with beautiful trees,

| most of which were walnut. The squirrels

k Joved that place. It was home for a great

N many familizs of them. Jolnny thought he
f would like one of th: sprightly little things !
E for his own; and as it was in the sprinin
E when there were no nuts on the trees, and |
¥ when it might be supposed that the squirrels
P had eaten up all, or nearly all their winer’s
B s:ore of provisions, he thought one of them
¥ might be tempted by a nice yellow ear of corn,
B 10 go into his box-trap. e set itin the
B wocdland one fine afternoon, and having
f dropped a few grains of cora abeut it for
E “ decoys,” as he called them, left it there. A
E large rock stood not far from the place, and
E behind it he could creep up quietly, now and
i then, to see if his trap was sprung.

i Two days passed, but no squirrel was
B caughr.  On the third day, Johnny asked his
B sister Maud to go with him to look at his trap.
E They approached it very car fally, keeping |
B hehind the rock, and the ™ Ly, taking off
§ his cap, peeped cantion.lv tarough a crevice. |
# An exclamation of jov atmost escaped them,
i but he checked 11, nad with a motion of his
bt hand hushed his sister, and beckoned her to
i come and look. A bushy-tailed liule fellow
§ was nibbling the scattered grains near the
E mouth of the trap. ‘They watched him al-
i most breathlessly. Ile finished eating the
K decoys, and, lifting up his head, looked
i around.  ‘I'ney could see his bright eyes. Ile
H gave a hop or two toward the trap, and again
B looked about him. Then he looked in, then
E around again, seemingly in doubt whether it
f was safe to venture further. But at last he
i walked into the trap, nibbled 2:the eur of
f corn, the cover fell, and he was a prisouer!

i Now, before I tell you what became of him
E afterwards, I wish to say that I have seen
j more than one boy and girl who seemed to
& ms very much like thet squirrel. When I
b seoachild beginning to he a litle disobedient
i ‘o parents, because he thinks it pleasanter to
§ hove Ius own way than to obey them ; when
g 1hear 2 boy using words which, though not
f the worst that might be spoken, but such as
f he would feel unwilling his parents should
hear; when I learn that e girl does or says
things when out of sight of her mother, which
would grieve that mother’s heart, then 1 think
f —that girl, that boy, is picking up the decoys
§ which have been dropped by a being very

different from little Johnny Ray, for he did
20t wish to harm the squirrel ; they are pick-
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ing up the shining grains, which the vreat,
uap-setter, who is the evil one, has made to
§ 1ook very inviting 10 the young and thought. |
l2gs; am} stréewn about ‘!!l:u entrance toa place .
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dear children

e

where he hopes to make those
his prisoners for ever: . . g

‘The little squirrel could hardly be blamed,
for e could not think, as you can, and the
corn was sweet to his taste. So the begin-;
ings of sin may be sweet to you, but you know
to what they lead.

Johany took up the trap to carry it home.
He could hear the imprisoned squirrel seratch-
ing and struggling in his fright at being shuy_
up in that strange dark place, and before he
reached Lome he began to feel some misgiv-
ings about keepi~g the poor liutle feilow there.
1 almost wish that he was back in the wood-
land,” said Johnny to his sister Maud., -

“ Well, so do I I'm sorry that he should,
be there in that box, when he has been &
happy all day iong.”

“I mean to let him go!” said Johnny. .

“ Oh, that will be nice!” cried Maud,,
“But do vou think he could find .the way
from here ?”

“I'm afraid not; but we can go back te
the woodland gate.” And back again they.
went. Johnay set the trap down on the grass ;
then he lifted the cover a little way and look-
ed in, ‘The squirrel put his nose to the open-
ing, and thrust out ane of his pretty slender,
paws, as if begging to be jet oat. Johany,
opened the trap wide. The squirvel spraug
out, and was off in a twinicling, never stop:
ping t> look back till he was safely up in »
walnut tree, and then he perched on one of
the branches, giving his tali a whisk, as if ke
would say, ““ I will never be caught so again.”;

But the great trap-setter, of whem I have
told you, is nat so willing to let precious
souls go out of his snare, when he hae once
caught them. Look out, carefully, and pray-
erfuliy, for his decoys. He tries to make lii-
tle sins appear quite harmiless. Ile makes
them very attractive, and thus he tempis an~
to go nearer and nearer destruction. QOuy
Lord has taugit us to pray, * Lead us notin-
to temptation, hut deliver us from evil,”  Aud
thz voice of Wisdom to every child is. “ v
son, if sinners entice thee, consent thos not,”

A Xiss for God.

A beautiful instance of a child’s apy.rehen-
sion of spiritaal tiuta occurred amongst the
children in St. Luke’s Hospuai recently. 4
hoy, between seven and eight years of age,
for several months past an 1nmate of the hos-
pital, suddenly bent forward, 2s he sat up in
his litule bed, aud impressed a hisg upon the
air.

“Who is that for?” asked a child irvieg
next him. .

*For God," was the reply. .

« But God won't stonp dowa to get it? |
« No,"” he nuswered,
o him for me” .
Tlese are the exact words of te el

T -t
S het Jesus wid goer
it

o
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Results of Misgionary labors in India

THERE are extreme people on every sub-
ject, and one extreme begets another. The
missionary cause is no exception to this rule.
1t has its advocates who paint everything
about it—aims, agents, history, results—an
uniform rose-colour. Others, again, deny
that it has effected, or that it can effect, any-
thing permanent. It is good to get disinte-
rested testimony on the point at issue, and,
as telling specimens, we subjoin two extracts
from letters of two of the London Zimes’
India Correspandents, gentlemen whose only
aim is to col{;ct facts and to give to the peo-
sle of Britain an accurate account of the
eelings and currents of thought prevalent ia
the countries from which they write. The
Madras Correspondent writes thus in Janu-
ary of this year:—

* A most curious meeting, in English style,
was held in Madras lately, by educated Hin-
doos, on the subject of the management of
idolatrous endowments. The Government of
India lately severed the last links of their
counnexion with idol and Mussulman lands
for superstitious purposes by directing that
all such should be handed over to the wor-
shippers most interested in their administra-
tion. Alarmed at this, “ the Hindoo inhabi-
tants of Madras” mean to petition for a
modification of the Act; but the main object
was to save the funds of Hindoo temples and
monasteries from the maladministration of
those whom they singularly enough call
churchwardens (dhurma kurtas), by asking
Government to put the funds under commit-
tees at the head-quarters of each county, and
not of each village. The former, being edu-
cated, will, it is supposed, prevent misappro-
priation and all the evils of what they call
+ sectarian™ disputes. The confessions of
the speakers were frequent and pathetic; that
the temples are falling-into ruins; that the
holy idol services are neglected or badly
sttended ; that the priests are immoral in
their lives and peculate the funds. In fact,
some spoke as an orthodox Pagan might be
supposei to do just before Constantine’s time,
when he saw Christianity everywhere begin-
ning to overturn the idols, and even use as
churches the idol temples. One speaker said
—and I give the remark as a specimen—
«The present decayed state of our temples is
manifest to everyone; the causes which have
Lrought about this deterioration it is unne-
cessary here to specifv.” Government having,
after a century’s unhellowed support, left
Hindooism alone, we see its own votaries
sadly confessing that it is dying—proving,
by their appeal to Government not to sur-
reader its support. that it has no inherent
vitality, and must yield in time to the effect
of our Christian missionzries, schools, and
Government."

Agasin, from another part of the great In-
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dian peninsula, hundreds of miles from Ms.
dras, the Calcutta Correspondent writes,
about the same time, as follows :—

“ Dr. Duff, the great missionary, afters
career of self-denial which began 34 yean
ago in India, has finally bidden it farewell, -
he has left in the Hotspur, and will spends
month at the Cape of Good Hope en route
for En{éland. The subscription for his me.
morial hall is progressing, and just before he
left, six members of the Free Chuxch, to
which he belongs, in answer to an appeal in
his affecting farewell address, sent him each
£200 to build rooms for his six schools in
the interior. His has been a career extend-
ing in time over that of six Viceroys, and, in
a sense, not inferior in results to their united
labours. He uas been the leader of a great
intellectual and religious revolution, which
the future historian of India will trace as we
do that of the Reformation in Europe.”

Such testimony and such facts require no
comment. The historical parallels referred
to by both writers show the magnitude of
the change that is taking place in the educs
ted mind of India. The wisdom of the Church
of Scotland in making its India Mission Edu-
cational to 8o great an extent, is now vindi-
cated by the results, and by the fact tha
every other denomination that has a mission
in India is imitating its scheme to a greater
or less extent. Our Church may well be
proud of having given such a man as Dr.
Duff to India; and of having behaved to him
with such unostentatious Christian liberality
when he joined the Free Church in 1843, by
then leaving him in undisturbed possession
of the premises acquired for the use of the
Church of Scotland.

——Q e

The Trial of Bishop Colenso. at Caps
Town.

THE trial of the Bishop of Natal was coo-
cluded on December 16. The news by the
last mail brought down the revort of the trisi
to the evening of Thursday, November 19.
On the morning of the following day, the
Archceacon of George, one of the accusing
clergy, resumed his arguments in support of
the accusations, by considering the alleged
errors of the Bishop of Natal as respects the
Holy Scriptures. His address occupied near-
ly the whole of the day, and in the course of
it, he discussed with great minuteness the
bearing of the Church formularies upon each
i of Bishop Colenso’s views as set forth in the
{ extracts from his writings referred to in the
1 citation. This closed the case for the prose-
i cution. The registrar then read = letter frow
! the Bishop of Natal, which was put in his de-
, fence. Tne letter wae dated Bishopstowe.
- August 7,1861. Itisvery voluminous, occy-
| pying nearly three columns of small type is
: the local journals. Wiith great closeness of
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arguwent it categorically went through near-
ly the whole of the impugned exiracts. The
tone of the arguments being clearly shiown in
the exordium, which said, *“ 1 have no doubt
whatever that the canonical hooks of Serip-
ture do contuin errors, and some very grave
ones, in matters of fact, and that the histori-
cal narratives are not to be depended on as
true in all their details. I have never stated
this publicly ; but surely in this age of criti-
ool inquiry every intelligent student of the
Seriptures must be aware of the truth of what
Tsay. It is vain to deny what is patent to
any careful and conscientious reader who will |
set himself to compare one passage of Scrip-
wre history with another. And I must say [
bad supposed that there were very few in the
present day except in a very narrow school of
. theology, who would contest this puint.” The
Hetropolitan asked Dr. Bleek if he desired to
sy anything on behalf of Bishop Colenso.
Dr. Bleek said he came there for two purposes
—ifrst, to protest; and secondly, in the event
of their lordships, notwithstanding that pro-
test, arsuming jurisdiction, to give notice of
appeal. He had no instructions to do any-
thing further. The court then adjourned, and
on re-assembling on Nov. 21, the Very Rev.
the Dean of Cape Town delivered a long re-

ply. This cloged the case. The court then
adjourned and re-assembled by notice on Dee. |
14, when the suffragan bishops, as assessors, |
delivered their gopinions. The presenting,
clergy had accused Ir. Colenso of heresy on |
nine counts. 1. His disbelief in the Atone-!
ment. 2. His beliet in justification without,
any knowledge of Christ. 3. His beliet in |
natal regeneration. 4. His disbelief in the:
endlessness of future punishments. 5. His'
denial that the Holy Scriptures are the Word !
of God. 6. His denial of the inspiration of

the Holy Scriptures. 7. His denial that the |
Bible is a true history of the facts which it!
professes to describe, ~ 8. His denial of the|
divinity of our blessed Lord. 9. His deprav- |
ing, impugning and bringiag into disrepute
the Book of Common Prayer. The Bishop of |
Graham’s Town said he considered all these

charges proved, and painful as it was for him

to arrive at such = conclusion, he considered i
that by the false weaching proved against him !
the Bishop of Natal had wholly disqualified |
himself for bearing rule in the Church of God, '
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Cape Town said he could not recogunise any
appeal except to his Grace the Archbishop of
Canterbury, and he inust require that af-
peal to be made within fifteen days from that
time.

The trial is reported at great length in the
Cape papers, the drgus appropriating to it ne
fewer than thirty-six colunns. A separate
report of the proceedings has also heen pub-
lished which fills 405 pages 8vo.—Ezxchany:.

—0

Recognition of God by the American
Constitution.

Tre General Assembly of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of the Federal State-.
at its meeting last year, adopted certain pro-
positions for the recognition of God and His
Christ, omitted from the National Constitu-
tion as it now stands; and also a removal f
all ambiguous phraseology which may seer
to recognize Slavery. The Synod’s Commit-
tee who have the matter in hand were to have
met some time last month, for the purpose of
opening up a correspondence with the several
Churches on the subject. We subjoin the
resolution respecting the first and most im-
portant part of the question, as given in the

i Banner of the Covenant. which, if agreed to

by the other denominations, will be submitted
for the consideration of Awmerican statesmen :

Whereas, There is 2 God revealed to man
in Holy Scripture as tne Creator, Preserver,
Redeemer, and Moral Governor of the world :
and

Whereas, Nations, as well as individual-,
are the creatures of his puwer, the depend-
ents of his Providence, and the subjects of
his authority ; and

Whereas. Civil Government is an ordinane»
of God, deriving its ultimate sanctions from
his appointment and permission; and

Whereas, it is the duty of all men to a.-
knowledge the true God in all the relations
they sustain; and

Whereas, There is no specific mention ot
the authority of Gad in the Federal Constitu-
tion of the United States of America, the
fundamental law of their existence as a nu-
tion; and

Whereas, That Constitution and the Govern-

and for the cure of souls therein. The Bish-| ment which it organizes and defines are now
op of the Free State announced that he had | undergoing the trial of a defensive civil war
come to a similar conclusion. The Court was | against a rebellion of a large vortion of its
then adjourned to December 16, when, on its | own citizens, and for its own national exi~:-
re-assembling, the Metropolitan pronounced | ence; and
judgment, depriving Bishop Colenso of his!  Whereas, The exigencies of the war hass
see, unless on or before the 4th of March next  brought the authorities of the nation, eiv.}
the bighop shull file & full, unconditional and i and military, subordinate and supreme, o
absolute retraction in writing of all the objec-  formal recognitions of the being, providence
tionable extracts, in London, or a like retrac- | and grace of God and of Jesus Christ .«
tation by April 16,in Cape Town. Dr. Bleek Son, to an extent and with a distinetnens a.n »
banded in a protest against the legality of the * ag the country has never witnessed before—
proceedings and the validity of the judgment, " therefore, )

-#ad gave notice of appeal. The Bishop of  Resolved (1), That in the judgment of
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.
General Synod the time is eame for the pro-
vosal of such amendments of the Federal
Constitmiion, in the way provided by jtself,
av will supply the omissions above referred
to, and secute a distinet recogniiion of the
Leing snd supremucy of the Gud of Divine
Revelarion,

Renolved, (2), That in the judgment of
Bynod the amendments or additions to he
made to the National Constitution should
provide not only for a recognition of the ex-
istence and wuthority of Gud, but also of the
meditorial, supremacy of Jesus Christ His
son, ** the Prince of the kings of the earth
aud the Governor among the nations.”

—_——

Application from a Licentiate of the
¥ree Church for admission into
the Church of Scotiand.

AT a meeting (f the Preshytery of Edin-
burgh, held on Wednesday, Dec. 30, the Mo-
derator read s letter from the Rev. Andrew
Begg. a licentiate of the Free Church of Scot-
land., and an ordained minister of the Presby
terian Church of Victoria, Ausiralia, applying
for acdmission into the Chureh of Scotland.
The following document, giving Mr. Begg’s
reasons for seeking admission into the Church
of Scotland, accompan.ed the letter of appli-
ation, and was also read by the Moderator :—

‘Che-following are my reasons for declining
to enter the Free Church on my return to this
country, and for desiring admission into the
Chureh of Scotland :— )

1. I ohject to the “bond” of the Free
Church, which the mumisters of that Chureh,
at their ordination, must sign ; which “ bond”
forbids, upon pain of deposition from the of-
fice of the minietry, application to the Civil
Courts in any case in_which her as-emblies
have fioally decided. T consider said ** bond”
not only an llicitum pactum, but an argu-
ment totally unwarranted by the word of God;
and altogether unworthy of an nssociation of
men—much more of a body calling itself a
Church of Christ, under a Christian Govern-
ment.  In myjudgment itis also contrary to
the very spirit and intention of Christianity;
and is an uncalled for reflection upon the ad-
ministration of the divine ordinance of ciril
government. Moreover, it is caleulated to
encourage & careless and partial adminisira-
tion of justice on the part of the office-bearers
of churches, and to open a door for the exer-
ci~e of malicious and tyrannical proceedings.
Farther. I regard it as the denudation of the
rights which belorg to every sulject of the
Biitish empire, and an unwarrantable interfe-
16 ce with the exercise of tue civil power,
which must be supreme in all cauzes—quoad
moilia, and open, jure divino, 1o all subjects
o the realm, who choose to complain of inju-
ry to person, character or estate.  And, still
furtker, my opinion iy, that perfect liberty
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cannot be erjeyed in any country ‘where 1he
civil power would admit the legality of sucy
a “hond.”

2. 1 have come to the conclusion, afie;
having been led to examine the, question for
myself, that the claims of the Free €hureg
are, historicallv constdere &, vufounded,  The
Reformation Church of Scotland, which Johy
Knox and his coadjutors established, knew
nothing of the assumptions of the Free Church
party. Xnox kuew nothing of the Free
Church * spiritual independenee;” of “a veto
without reasons on the part of the people;
uar of * popular election, absolute aud uncon.
trollable, in regard to the ministerial office®
I consider the claims of the Free Churcha
departure from, a d not a carrying ont of, the
principles enuneinted by the earliest and
sou.dest of our Scottish Reformers; ang,
conseguently, Thave no wish to follow the
Free Chuerh in her cause.

3. I consider the effects produeed by the
advocacy and the practice of the distinetive
principles” of the Free Charch to be mjurious
ruther than peneficial.  The Christian people
should not be deprived of their lawful rights;
but, without doubst, it is not for the good of
any people to have a power put into their
hands which does a0t belong to them, and for
the cxercise of which they are not competent,
Democracy in charch matters is, in- mv est.
mation, as prejudicial to b int erests of ¢ -
gion as democracy in civiRmat’ers is to the
welfare of society.  And the step trom demo.
eracy in church matters to democraey in civil
matters is short and easy : and the training
which the fuormer imparts has always heen
found a preparation for thelatter.  'T'heretore,
the Church which descends from the divinely
appointed office of teaching and ruling, and.
for the sake of pupularity, panders to an un.
educated, it may be vitiated taste, is not the
trae friend of the peaple.

4. Ihave comne to prefer, after three yeans
of colonial experience, connection with 2
Church whieh does not occupy a ** dissenting®

or * protesiing” position, on secondary
grounds. ‘These positions, in my estimation,

are prejudicial to the interests of true religi-
on, and hostile to the spirit of brotherly love
and peace which is peculiar to Christianity.
Idiss=nt, and protest, on other than vital, aud
fundamental gronnds, must, from the very na-
ture of the case, be injurious.  And they be-
come doubly 5o when their grounds are slight
and non-apparent. Consequently, the minds
of m>n are, through the operation of these,
led away from matters absolutely necessary
Land esscutial, to trifles and questions which
| engender strife, and minister to the lusts of
i the flésh.  Nothing is more common amoug
* the Dissenting commur.ities than the epinioo
! that the *“ calling” of the members of these
: communities s 10 testify against the churches
| from which they have seceded. Anad every
jone who has studied the working of the hi-
1man mind in religious matters must - know
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that no tendency is stronger than that of plac- y church, which is propowd to be erected i
ime the secondary in the room of the primary | Pollock Street, Govan Parish. It isto be
and then giving that attention to the secon- | called Maxwell Church, is 10 contain 1000
dary which is due to she primary. '1'!10' sittings, and is expected to cost shout £3000.
Churches that have seceded from ti: Church | The rite, with a subscription of L1090, is the,
of S%ol]an(l have done 8o, not from regard to | munificent gift of Sir John Maxwell, of Po!-
doctrine, the administratjon of the Sacraments, | o, The devutation, consisting of Messre.
or the essential principles of spiritual disci- | Wilson and William and Alexaader M¢Cono-

, pline, but from regard to Chureh policy or} chie, appeared in support of the applicatio,

government ; and therefore, in order that the | which was agreed 1o, 2 «pedial vote of thanke

. latter may appear a just ground, first, for se- | being awarded to Sir Johte Maxwel! for his

paration, and then for continuance of the
aame, an undue importance must of necessity !
be attached ta it, otherwise, the position be-
wmes untenable, and the duty of holding it}
passes away.
5. And lasily, T consider that the advan.
tages of a National Establishment are so ma.
ay end so important that nuthisg can justify
giving then up but the impossitality of hald-
ing them—without committing sin; and as
auch a eondition is not reqaired in this coun-
uy, I feel it 1o be my daty, holding as 1 do
the views now expressed, o seek admission !
into the Established Church of Scotland, in
order that I may become, if the Lord wili, a |
humble supporter of that Church.
(Stgned) ANDREW BrGG.

The application was ovdered to lic on the
table till next wmeeting of Presbytery, when
evidence wouid be required of the education
an status of the apphicant in accordance with
the rules of the General Assembly.

[}

RS, T

Bgtablished Presbytery of Glasgow.

Tais rev. boldy met on Wedneeday—2Mr.
Hill, Eaglesham, moderater.  On the moiion
of D1 Craik, seconded by Dv. Paton, it was
agreed to transinit congratulatory addresses
o the Queen and Prince and Princess of
Wales on the occasion of the birth of the i: -
{ant Prince. The overture anent ministerial
commission catne up for discussion, but it
was agree ] 10 meet specially on Wednesday
for the discussion of the subject. A deputa-
tion from the managers and congregation of
8. Mary's Courch, Patrick, appeared and
presented an extract from the minntes of
wssion appointing the Rev. Mr, Mackie,
asistant in St. George’s, Edinbuigh, as their
pistar, at a siipend of £360, with an
mcrease as soon a8 the prosperity of the
chureh would warrant it. A letter from Mr,
Mackie, intimating  ceptance of the presen-
tation to St. Mary 3, was also read. Mr.
Mackie’s certificate of license was, however,
not produced, and the Presbytery agreed 1o
receive the papér on Wednesday, and take
the steps necessary. The Clerk read a letter
from Dr. Leishman, Guvan, in which the rer.
gentieman stated that several parishioners of
Govan resident in and near Pollokshields
wished to submit to the Preshytery for their
tpprobation the plans and estimates of a new, ,

likerality. Dr. Craik guve notice that at ness
weeting he would move that the Presbytes
should petition Pariinment for the purpose ot
asking some delay before the enactment ot
the revised Code should be applied 1o Scoz-
land.  Dr. Macleod obtained leave of absence
till the beginning of May, in order to mak=
a visit 1o Palestine.  This was all the bus:-
uess.— (flasgow paper.

e

THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Preshyterial Exg}minmions.

SALTSPRINGS.

THE PRESBYTERY OF PIcTOU met at Sal -
sprit gg. on the 16th of March, fur Presbyten.-
al «x imination there, when, after sermon by
the Rev. Simon McGregor, the members pre
sent—namely, Messis. McGregor, Puollon
and McKay, Ministers; and Mr. John Fru-
ser, X-der—proceeded to examine into the
state of the congregation. The answers of
the clergyman showed that his duties were
very onerous, and performed with great zesi
and perseverance.  Mr. McKay preaches ia
one place of worship at, Salisprings, and oe-
casionally in stations.  Te finds that he can-
not, without much difficulty, keep a Bible
Class. ‘There arve four prayer-mectings kept
up in Saltsprings alone. Mr. McKay, is in
the habit of catechising his congregation, but,
as he was absent in Scotland during the course
of fust vear, he empioyed a Catecnist, at his
own expense, who held diets of catechising
throughout his whole congregatior. A Bible
Sodiety is in existence in this part of the cop~
gregation, and the Bible is read in all the
schaols, so far as known to Mr., McKay.

By the guestions put to the Riders, 1t was
elivited that their pumber, in thisseetion, was
eight, but, as two, from old age, were not aci-
ing, this rumber was not considered suffici-
ent. The elders visited the sick, and took
part in prayer-meetings in the congregation.
There are two Sabhath Schools, numbering
sixty scholars, who are tanght by six teach-
ers. ‘I'here are 98 communicants, and, dur-
ing the post year, there have been no acces-
sions to the roll.  The average attendance in
the Church at Saltsprings is 530. During
the past year, 26 haptisms have heen admin-
istered, and all,the Schemes of the Church
have beeu supported by collections.

The Church at Salisprings is incorporated,



“up

“and the trustees are five in number.
building is seated for 750, and is secured for
‘the use of ministers of the Church of Scotland.

"The amount of stipend promised by the Salt- | loch people,

‘springs section of Mr. McKay’s congregation
ja £100, which has been all paid; so that
‘there areno arrears due the clergyman. This
part of the congregation is very large, num-
bering no less than 225 families.

GAIRLOCH. .

The Presbytery met at Gairloch on the fol-
Jowing day, “and, after sermon by the Rev.
Allau Pollok, proceeded to the examination
of the Gairlach section of Mr. McKay’s con-
gregation. Mr. McKay reported that four
prayer-meetings were kept in the Gairlech
-distriet. The ordinary collection on the
Tord’s Day—the congregation only meeting
an alternate Sabbaths, were all given to the
Bible Society; and, during last year, the
‘sum given to that society was £1210s.

There ave, in the Gairloch congregation,
‘orily four elders. which was considered, by the
miembers of sessifin,quite an insufficient num-
ber. 'The whole of the required registers are
not kept in Saltsprings or in Gairloch, but
minutes of session are kept in all important
cases. During last summer, two Sabbath
Schools were kept, numbering about ninety
scholars, and taught by seven teachers, There
-are 108 commuricants on the roll in Gairloch,
‘and, during the past year, there have been 8
accessions. Thegeneral attendanceat Church
i very good, averaging 800.  All the schemes
of the Church are, as a rule, collected for, but,
‘during last year, there were some omissions,
‘owing to Mr. McKay’s absence.

The Church at Gairloch, which is a very
‘e and ‘large building, is not held under a
deed of incorporation. It is intended for the
vise'of ministersof the Church of Scotland.

- The stipend is-raised by subscription, and
- amounts, in the Gairloch seation, to £100,
which is all paid. ‘The Church is quite out
‘of debt, but the -building committee still hold

“notes only for a small portion of the cost of

building:” The number of families in Gairloch
alone is 150, by which it appeared that the
Saltsprings section of Mr. McKay's congre-
gation was much the larger.

The members-of Presbytery present, both
at Gairloch and -Saltsprings, addressed the
people, expressing their satisfaction with the
state of both parts of this Jarge charge. It
was hoped that a way would be opened for the

“geparation of the two congregations, under
distinet clergymen, as the extent of the field

“was taxing, far too severely, the strength of

“one clergyman: - The punctuality of the peo-
ple in Church attendance,:he number of pray-
~ér-meetings, and the absence of debt, furnish-
ed-cheeriug evidence of the zeal of the people

and the-diligence of the minister. The Lay
~Association was reorganised-in -Saltsprings,
"by the Preshytery, but this important business

~was -overlooked - in- Gairloch. -It-is hoped,.
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however, that, considering thé obligations of
our Church to the Colonial Committee, thi
matter will not be lost sight of by the Gair
but that an association of a simi..
lar nature will be formed among them with.
out delay. After a few remarks upon the
Dalhousie College Scheme, the meeting at
Gairloch was closed with the benediction,

. WEST AND EAST BRANCI CONGREGATIONS.

The Preshytery of Pictou met at Weu
{ Branch East River, for examination there,on
j the 22d March. After sermon by the Rer,
William Stewart, the Preshytery was const.
stuted. Thern were present—Messrs. Pol.
lok, McKay, Herdman, Stewart and McGre-
gor.

By questions put to the incumbent, it wa
found that Mr. McGregor preaches in one
place of worship at West Branch, and, in oth-
er ways, occasionally three times on Sabbath.
No Bible Classes are kept, as it is inconveni-
ent in the country congregations. Thereisa
monthly prayer-meeting held in the Churd,
and other prayer-meetings in districts of the
congregation. Pastoral visits are paid to the
families, and diets of catechising are held.
The Bible is generally used in the commen
schools.

Theelders being examined, considered their
number sufficient. They are in the habit o
visiting the sick and taking part in prayer
meetings. They interest themselves in the
management of the Sabbath Schools in their
districts. Meetings of session are held o
Sabbath, and on other days, minutes of which
are kept. The four registers are kept, butm
register of deaths. There are 7 mixed Sab-
bath Schools in the district, which are attend:
ed by 210 scholars, There are 118- commu
nicants on the roll, and, during the past year,
there have been 6 accessions. The averag
attendanceat the West Branch Church, on the
Lord’s day, is 650. The removals by death,
during the past year, have been 15. Theor
dinance of baptism has been administered o
18 persons, during the past year. Family
worship is kept universally in the familiesol
the district. All the Schemes of the Church
are supported, but the Lay Association isnot
at present in operation.

The Church at West Branch is not incor
porated, but three managers conduct the
temporal. affairs of the congregation. T
Church accommodates 800 people, and is s¢
cured for the use of ministers of the Churdh
of Scotland, so far as it can be without incor
poration. The stipend promised is £100, o
which the whole has been paid. The congre:

ation, during the last few yeers, has expend:
ed £1900 in building a new Church, erecling
a very superior manse, and purchasing a larg|
farm for a glebe,—their exertions in this #af
far surpassing those made by any other ¢l
gregation. It is not surprising, therefor
that they-should be somewhat in debt. Thel
debt amounts to £300, The members oll
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Presbytery expressed themselves highly pleas- ' Brander,—one of hits hmcl)s(: active mer{nber_A.
ed with the state of the congregation, and | For many years she had heen a teacher i
encouraged them to use all reasonable exer- | St. Andrew’s School, and for a less period in
tions to remove the burden of their debt. St. Matthew's also, attending to the duties ¢
After the Lay Association was re-organized, ‘ pnelin the morning, &md those of tlhe oihc_u
the meeting was closed with the benediction. | in the afterncon; and to every good work & .
° — connection with the Association, her time

The Presbytery met at East Branch, the and talents were chuerfully given. Remark-
other section of this congregation, on the fol- | able for her general sweetness of disposition
lowing dav, and, after sermon by the Rev. | and sympathetic nature, she became endeared
Alex. McKay, proceeded to examination. | to many, and esteemed by all, who knew hei.
‘'here ir only one place of worship at the East , After a few days of extreme suffering from
Branch. Diets ofI catechising m!e here kept, ! Diptheria, during which she manifested grea:
also prayer meeting in the Church and in , patience and entire resignation to the will .
districts.” The Bible is generally read in the | her Heavenly Father, she fell asleep in Jesu«
common schools, ‘'The elders visit the sick , on the afternoon of Sabbath the 20th ult.
and take part in prayer meetings. There are | Her attachment to the little flock which she
sotre Sabhath Schools in the district in which | led so long byﬁthe g:i'een1 pasturesband still
the elders take no part. The number cf | waters, was affectingly shown to be strong
elders is 8, which is considered sufficient. | even in death, as a dying message was sent
Meetings of Session are held on Sabbath and | to the school a short wnile before her depar-
other days, whenever a meeting is required. | ure. Of her it might be traly said, *She
gis e no regi of , bath done what she could.” Her remaius

o ESabth Somits e Kent' o saeh | were followel to Camp Hill Cemetery an thr
eaths. '}1 )lludl‘ choo sT;ne ept in ez;c; were Z'Ove'i' t ]um|l el )g :
common school district. These are attended ; succeeding Tuesday by a very large cou-
by 155 scholars, and circulate about 200 vol-  course ofbsm‘rowing friends.  Idarly she fai-
umnes of Sabbath School books,  ‘The number | filled the divine commnnd.l‘: Feed my lambs™
of communicants is 114, and there have,| —early she has been taken to the Greut
during the past year, been 7 accessions. The | Shepherd’s fold ; early she was called to work
attendance at Church averages 660. Family | in the vineyard—early she has heen called tu
worship is universal in the distriet. Tifteen | her rewaid. Here she toiled and labored—
young persons have received baptism during now she enjoys the promisad 1est ; here she
the past year, and collections have been made | bore the Cross—now she wears the crowu.

)

for all the Schemes. “ Absent trom the body, present with the
By the questions put to the Trustees, | Lord.” ,
it appeared that the Church not being incor- ——O——

porated, there were no rustees, and only one
manager. 'T'his gentleman did not consider
the deed of the property of such a nature as
to secure the Church for the use of ministers

l?rince Edward Island.

Meetings of Presbytery.

of the Church of Scotland. The stipend At Charlotietown,
,promised by this half of the congregation is the 25th of January, 1864.
£100, the whole of which has bheen paid. On which day the Presbytery of P. E.

The examination being ended, a few re-| [sland met, by request of the Moderator, and
marks were made by members of Preabytery. | was constitnted. Sederunt: the Rev. Messrs.
'The examinatinn af hoth sections of this large | Duncan, McLean and McWilliam, ministers ;
congregation showed that the clergyman's du- | anil Messrs. Robertson and Nicolson, elders.

“ties, in so extensive a field. were very onerous The Moderator stated that the object for
and efficiently discharged. Tt also appeared | which he called the meeting was, in order to
that the people were attentive to their religi- | make definite arrangements regarding the
ous duties, and were very enterprising and missionary services,—that being, in his opin-
liberal in their support of the Gospel, and in- jon, rendered necessary by the return of the
creasing the property of the Church. The| Rev. My, McWilliam ; and also, to consider
eldership, in both braaches, are a very exem- | an application to the Preshytery from the
plary body, and form a superior staff for the congregation of Georgetown and Cardigan.
“wysistance of the clergyman.  The congrega- | After due consideration, and heating state-
tion of the Bust Branch was specially advised, | ments from Mr. Robertson, elder, for, St.
by the Presbytery, to get their Church incor- | Peter's Road, it was judged to be the best
porated, and, after the Lay Association had arrangement that Mr. McWilliam should
bgen re-organised, the meeting was closed | gontinue his services as enjoined at the, last
with the benediction. A. P. | meeting of Preshytery., . .

: ) — The Moterator then pre.}entet{l a docn‘l_m;nltf

. from the lfon. Roderick MecAulay, in behal
Death of a Sabbath School Teacher. | of ihe Georgetown congregation, stating. that
“Phe Halifax Sabbath School Association | he had heen authorized to urge on the atten-
of the Church of Scotlaud has recently sus- | tion of the Preshytery the difficulties under
tained 8 severs loss by the death of Miss, which that congregation labours—-that they
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are heaviiv bhu.dened with the building of a
manee, which, if they proceed to complete
this year, will, as their number is but small,
1ax their ability to the utmost, and render it
impossible for thein to do much in remune.
ration for services, and, iv the strength of
these facts, to request the Preshytery to use
their influence to obiain for them the stated
servicer of a preacher, 10 be paid his fuli
salury by rthe Colonial Committee for one year,
afier which thev (the said congregation) wijl
endeavour to bear the whole burden them-
aelves,

The decument above referred to having
been read and considered, it was jesolved
that this Pre-bytery cannot take any action
in the matter until they are made acquainted
with the whole facts of the case. It was
therefore moved and agreed to that a meet-
ing of Presbytery be held at Georgstown on
the 17th day of February.

The Clerk reported that ths sum of £15
10s. 9d. was vaul an by the Treasurer of Si.
Peter’s Rond fur the services of the Rev,
Mr. Cullen,

Closed with praver,

A. McLEiaN, Presbytery Clerk.
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At Charlottetown,
the 10tk of March, 1861.

On which day the Preshytery of P. L.
Island met, according to appointment, and
was constituted, Sederuns : the Rev. Messrs.
Dunean, McLean and McWilliam, ministers :
and Messrs. Robertson and Nieolson, elders,

The minutes of the previous meeting hav-
ing heen read and sustaiued,

The Maderator reported, that owing to the
state of the weather, it was found impossible
to hold-a meeting of Presbytery in George-
town, as appointed, but srated that he had
embraced the opportunity of speaking to some
m- mbers of that congregation, who expressed
their viens in aceordance with the statements
made in the document presented to the Pres-
bytery at lust meeting, aud to the effect that
it is impossible 1or them to pay for ther
share of services and at the same time proceed
with the building of the manse so as to com-
plete itthis year, as that will require at least
fram £150 o £200,

The Preshytery, while expressing their
sympathy with the Georgetown congregation,
and while fuily sensibie of the necessity of
Tegu ar and permanen) services teing estab-

. lished among them, do uot feel justified in |

maki g any application to the Colonial Com-
mittee in their bebalf, without an exact and
definite knowledge of the smount they are
prevared o guamantee for stipend and the
fini-hing of their manse.

It was therefore resolved 1o hold a meeting
of the Piesbitery at Grorgetown on Munday
the 18th of April. Tt was also resolved 10 dis-
penee the Sucrament of the Lord’s Suppa
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. in the same place on the Sabbath preced'sy
i that dav,

I I'he Rev. Mr. Duncan reported that he had
- lately preached on two or three occasione
! Dog River. and stated that very encouragirg
"efforts are being made in that section to s
:enve the ereetion of a Church.  'The subscrip.
, tions for that purpose now amount 10 upwards
+of £70.

{ The Preshytery, gratified at hearing these
| statements, direce Mr, Duncan to use i
| dlligence ta stimulate their e“orty, and 1o
 supply them with such services as he may be
! able to give.

! In reference 1o Dalliousie College, Mr.
i Dunean stated, that oning to circumstances,
| which he regretied, he had not been uble as
i yet to do anvthing for that ot jeet, but thats
) meeting of the Committee was appointed fos
next Thusday, when he would uscertain wha;
can e done,

‘The Rev. Mr, McWilliam reported that he
y had heen labouring. since his return, i the
| different stations as directed, and gave s
very pleasing account of the state and prox-
pects at St. Peter’s Road.  Me wished to im.
press an the Presby tery the absolute necessiny
of parmanent services in the stations of
Georgetown and Cardigan.

The Preshytery then adjourned to meet
again at Charlotterown on Wednesday, the
1st day of Juue,

Cloged with praver.

A. McLean. Pres. Clerk.

-~

Belfast congregation has been collecting
for the ¢ Daliicusie College Fund.” The
subseription list, it is said, amounts to some-
where about £50. This is the first congre.
{ gation on the Island that has done anything
| towards this object.  We hope the others sil
| not be loug behind. The Chair cannot b
{ supported without fungs. N

The Rev. D. McDouald is now in his 81t
or 82nd vear, and appears still strong and
able for his work, although this winter he hus
not travelied so much as in former years.

——Q—

Miscellany.

A Scotch religious service, conducted by
Preshyterian clergymen, has heen held in
Rome, the head quarters of Popery, for some
time past. .

An exchange paper says there is a Church
in Massachusetts where every man belonging
to it is regularly and constantly present st
the weekly wrayer-meetings.

TRE Lost TRIBES.—A Jew, an aofficer in
the British Navy, during the last war in Chi-
na, discovered 30 miles up a great river an
immense city surrounded on all sides by high
walls and fortifications, which contained ahove -
a, million of inhabitants, all Jews. Ia no




IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

other part of the Chinese Lmpire are there
any Jews,

L

PRESENT FROM THE PRINCE 0oF WaALES.
~The Prinee of Wales has sent to the Inbor-
story of Cambridge University, Massachu-
selts, & copv of the photographs of the Sama-
ritan Pentateuch, teken during the visit of
His'Royal Highuness to Nablous, In present-
ing this gift, the private secretary of llis
Royal Highness writes :— The Prince of
Wales desires me to add that he will always
be glad of any opvortunity which may enable
him to evince, in however slight a manuer,
the lively sense which he entertains of the
kindness and hospitality he received during
bis visit to the United States, and that with
these recollections, he cannot fail cordially to
teciprocate the wish to which you have given
expression, that nothing may oceur to inter-
tupt the friendship which ought ever to sub-
st between the old country and the new.”

FuNerar, SERMON ON THE LATE DUKE
oF ATHOLE.—A sermon was preached in
Forfar Parish Church, on Sabbath evering,
by the Rev. Brother Camphell, of St. James’
Cturch, on the late Duke of Athole. The
breihren, to tne number of about eighty, as-
iembled in the Burgh Comt-Room, the use
of which was kindly granted by the Magis-
wates for the occasion. There was a large
cowd at the Conrt-Roaom door, bur perfect.
order andd decoram prevailed.  The brethren
then proceeded to the church two and two,
md on entering by the east door found the
oater lobby s0 crowded, that it was with dif-
fculty they could procure v wntrance. Ul
mately, however, they succeeded in gaining
the pews set apart for them in the communion
ubles, and, being ail dressed alike in mason-
it costurne, had a very fine appearance. The
turch  was densely packed, and hundreds
fad to go away unable to obtain admission,
it the usual hour the minister ascended the
wipit, and afier the usual devotional exereis-
i, preached a very excellent and instructive
discourse on the words, “ We know anst what
ve shall be,” and at the conclusion of his dis
ourse, @ very affecting tribute was paid to
the memory of the deceared Duke—a task
be which  Mr. Campbell was well adapted,
teing a native of the same district. e des-
tribed him as a neighbour, a landlord, and «
llighland chieftain. ‘The funeral was also !

. |
b‘eaulifully Cescrihed, how he was carried to |
e grave upon the shoulders of thuse clans. ;
zen he loved so well, and by whom he was
b beloved ; and that instead of the coffin be- |
g surmounted with a ducal coronet, it was
rmounted by a coronet known long in Scot.
nd before the ducal one—namely, that of
he Highland chieftain, the bonnet and eagle’s
sther.  Of him as 2 Grand Master of the
reemasons he could not so well speak. Ilis
2 recent initiation made him bat imperfect- ¢
J acquainted with the history of the craft
wring the time the Duke vccupied the chair,

kb

but’the length of time he did Al it, and the
endesring maner in which his memory s
held by all the brethren, were most gonvine-
ing proafx that he had performed the duties
of his bigh office to their entire =atisfaction.
there could not be fewer than 2000 people
preseut,

O

Book Notices.

Joux Loverr, Esq., the enterprising Mon-
treal publisher, has laid on our table two
valuable additions to the list of useful publi-
cations that have issued from his press, viz.:
“'The British North American Almanac for
1864,” and * First Lessons in Scientific Agri-
culture for Schools and Private Instruction.”

The great merit of the former work cannot
well be overrated. Being a handbook of
Statistical and General Information concern-
ing the British North American Colonies, it
affords an amount of useful knowledge to be
obtained from no other source. The reader
is at once made acquainted with the state of
the population, trade, finances, education,
religion, agriculture, public works, militiu—
in short, with every subject concernine which
facts and figures are desirable ; as well as the
names of all ecclesiastical, civil, naval and
military dignitaries, in the different sectionz
of British North America. The work is edited
by James Kirby, Esq. Itis clearly printed
on good paper, is substantially bound, and
extends over 368 pages. It will be issued
annually in future in the month of November.
About 20 pages are devoted to an interesting
“ Chroniele of Events” of 1862-3, and obitu~
ary notices of distinguished persons who died
during that period. ~ Altogether, it is a most
valuable work, and should be in the posses-
sion of all who wish for information respect~
ing the land they live in, and especially of
such as entertain the idea of a Union of the
Colonies.

The other work, ¢ First Lessons in Scien-
tific Agriculture,” is by J. W. Dawson, 1.L.D.,
F.R.8., Principal of McGill University, Mon-
treal,—a native of this town, whose distin-
guished name as author is a sufficient guar-
antee for the excellence of the treatise. It
embraces over 200 pages, and is in every
sense & well-got-up little volume. Although
intended chiefly as a text-bovk fur teachers
wh may be dispised to introduce the study
uof this subject int) their schouls, yet it might
be perused with advantage by many who

. £llsw the noble calling of the farmer, whoze

schoul-days, nevertheless, are past and gone
Much room for improvement in agricultural
operations exists, and if the works of Princi-
pal Dawson were fairly studied and the knawe *
ledge thus gained turned to practical aceougz.
it mighy reasonably be expected that a vas
improvement would be visible within a show
perivd.
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Monthly Summary.

‘T1E past month is barren of stirring events
in the ecclesiastical world. Qur Church at
}Jlome exhibits a few removals and changes
in the incumbency of parishes, by death and
trauslation, presenting little interest to read-
ers of magazines in a distant colony. The
distinguished Editor of * Good Words™ has
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churches seem determined t» shake themselves
clear of all the shackles springing out of their
old connections 3 aud huryving their wars and
battle-cries in the depths of the mighty ncean
that divides them from the land of their birth,
brace themselves up for a free development,
in the apening empire of the southern hemis.
pher., Whether they are wise or not, time
will tell. It is impossible to erase, and it is

gone on a tour of three months’ duration, | not easy to weaken, old recollections ard asso.
through Igypt and the Holy Land, theresult | ciations in the hearts of exiles, and these

of which may be looked for in the pages of
his magazine. With his accustomed liberali-
1y of sentiment, he endeavored, in his place
in the Preshytery of Glasgow, to prevent the
transmission of an overture against the ad-
mission of the ministers of other denomina-
tions 1nto the pulpits of the Established
Church. It must be regretted that the over-
ture did pass the most liheral Preshytery of
our Church, by the casting vote of the mode-
rator, and thus an arrargen nt, which did
not originally find place in th  Chureh, but
was introduced, for a temporary purpose, at
the time of the preaching crusades of Row-
land Hill and the Haldanes, wiil probably be
perpetuated, when the occasion for it has
passed away, and when it is impolitic, not to
mention higher considerations, to isolate any
Church from evangelical Christendom.

DR. CANDLISH, in a preface to a new edition
of his work, * Reason and Revelation,” offers
explanations in reference to the attempts of
Colenso and others to fasten the charge of ra-
tionalism vpon him, in bis views on inspira-
tion. He charges the bishop with disingenu-
ousness in quoting his words, and aatisfacto-
1ily defends his statement that  all scripture
is not revelation,” as containing human words
and aats, which could be known by human
means.,, He adds that he holds all scripture
to he so inspired as to be entitled to the ap-
pellation : * the Word of Gud.” 'The Dr. al-
leges that the Duke of Argyle. in his speech
as President of the Glasgow Bible Society,
had misundersteod that passage of his book,
wherein hesays.* The inspired word is abreast
of the science and literature of its own age,
but not in advance of it.” Frovided that the
ianguage of his book justifies the explanation
he gives of his own views, it must be admit-
ted that his statement, “ 1 affirm that the in-
spired word is so framed as to be feund con-
aistent with the science and literature of ages
long posterior to its own,” it both well-con-
ceived and well-expressed.

PRESBYTERIAN UNION in the Jarge colony
of New South Wales is hastening to comple-
tion. Thecontemplated basisis characterised
by great simplicity, and plants in this new
«outhern empive, the time-nonored principles
of the Scotch Church, ‘The union of all Prea-
hyterians in the great colony of Vietoria was
effected some years ago. The Australian

unions are probahly dictated more by neces.
sity than inclination.

Tue foundation of a new college, for which
£166,000 sterling was left by Sir William
Fettes, has been dng. It is to he in the
neighbhorhood of Edinhurgh, nd to cost 70
or 80 thousand pounds.  Tho gh many have
large fortunes in the Lower Provinces, vet
such patriotic bequests are almost unknown,
and yet how much more urgent the need!

THE Lord Chancellor’s jndgment in the
prosecutions against Mr. Wilson and Dr.
Williams for their articles on ¢ Essavs and
Reviews,” is exciting a commotion among the
clergy of the Church of England, and no won.
der. He decides thar the clergy of that
Church are not prohibited from holding that
every part of Scripture is not inspired, and
that the future punishment of the wicked is
nat eternal. How this great and influential
Church continues to cohere and do so much
with such doctrinal extremes within her pale,
appears amystery. A twentieth part of them
would have sent a Scoteh Church to pieces.

3

THERE isa lull in the war in the States,— K
Fitzpatrick’s raid to Richmond having exert-
ed no influence upon the issue of the war,
‘The reverse in Florida is a more serious mat-
ter for the North. ‘There are surmises of ne-
gociations between the French and English ~
Governments concerning the recognition of =
the Southern Confederacy.

THE Danish dispute has cuiminated in ac
tual war, the Danes having heen driven, by
Prussian troops, out of Schleswig. The Ger- £
mans are easily inflamed with the idea of Ger- ©
wman unity, and, as Schieswig has a_German |
population, its incorporation with Denmark
has always heen a grievauce to the Confede-”’
ration. Littlecan he hoped fiom aconference *
with Austria and Prussia. since these powers *
have not chosen to adhereto an existing trea-
tv, settling the question. Anticipated trou- ¥
bles in ltaly and Galicia may be more power- *
ful in the cause uf peace than the Danish ar. *
mies, 1t is said that our own royal family is *
divided on the question ; of course the Prince'?
of Wales, as a dutifel husband, warmly es-*
pouses the cause of his wife’s father. :
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