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THE SCRIPTURE RULE OF WORSHIP.

That God is to be worshipped is a dictate of nature itself.  The most
darkened heathens have some notion of a Supreme Being whom it is
their interest to please, and to whom they render such a worship as is in
harmony with their conception of his character. What the light of
nature suggests Revelation enjoins.  “Give unto the Lord the glory
due unto his naune; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” ¢ Make
a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with glad-
ness: come before his presence with singing.  Enter into his gates with
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him,
and bless his nawme.,”

Whilst all christians are unanimous in the recognition of God's claim
to universal worship, there is scarcely anything in which there is a greater
divergencee of sentiment al practice than just the smode of that worship.
If an intelligent beathen frumn the South Seas should make the tour of
Protestant Christendom, and as he passes along, should step into the
clurches where the God of christians is fognally worshipped, it would
be difficalt for Lim to realize that the same éod is the common Olject of
all their devotions.  Sceing onc assembly approach Him through a hiturgy,
another in the excreise of free prayer, —oue, assecmbly using exclusively
the psalns of inspiration, another using hymns of human composition,—
one assembly oftering “the sacrifice of praise,” exclusively with ¢« the
lips giving thanks to his name,” another praising Him who is a Spirit,
in the use of  things without life giving sound,”—one assembly rising
up when called to the merey seat, another ivveverently keeping their seats
in the presence of the King Eternal—sceing all this diversity, he would
naturally enquire, *“Do all these Christian congregations worship the
same God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ $”

In view of all this divergence of sentiment and practice, the question
naturally arises, Is there any fixed rule of worship? Is there any estab-
lished Bible principle to determine the worship which God will sanction
and accept? If there be so, what isit? This is the question which, in
a few remarks, we propose to answer.

In regard to what is allowable in the worship of the Supreme Being
there are two theoties very diverse in their natwie and opecation.  Une
is, that any thing is allowable that is not pusitively forbiddese in the Divine
Word. Such a theory cannot stand the test of either scripture or reason.
If any rite or ceremony, not positively prohibited, may be admitted into
the worship of Uod, then the way is open for the introduccion of the
silliest childishness and even the grossest profanity.  On such a principle
drums and trumpets might Le welcomed iuto the house of God, lighted
candles, holy water, incense, crucifixes, images, and other meretricious
adornments of the *“mother of harlots” might find a place in Protestant
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sanctuaries.  The most advanced ritualists might practise their “involu-
tions and evolutivns, their flexions and genuflexions, howings to the cast
and curtseyings to the west,” to their hemt'’s content. None of these
things are positively forhidden in holy scripture.  Any theory is radically
anti-chiristian that would adwit of such apings of Romanisu in the house
of God.

The true seviptural theovy is, that everything in the worship of God
is mwarranted and sinful that is not either expressly, cr by legitimate
inferenee, enjoined.  Such was the recognized principle of the Old Dispen-
sative. Nuthing was left to be determined by human tasie or conscious-
ness.  Bven Moses himself was invested with no diserctionary powers.
The Divine command to him was, * According to all that I shew thee,
after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instrnments
thercof, even so shall ye make it.” This rule Lie was required to observe
with scrupulous exactuess: * And look that thou make thom after their
pattern which was shewed thee in the mount.”  Similar divections were
given in vegard to the temple which succeeded the tabernacle.  God gave
the pattern of it to David, and “made him to understand in writing by
his hand upon him, even all the works ef this pattern.™  In those days
the God of Tsrael would not sanction or accept any obscrvance that He
had not prescribed.  Divine appointment wa. the rule in regard to wor-
ship, from which, in ordinary circunstances, no deviation could ¢ver be
allowed. The sin of Nadab and Abihu, for which they were devoured
with fire from the Lovd, wag a presumptuous offering of that in worship
which God had not iustituted. ‘Their sin was not the otlering of that
which was positively forbidden, but of that which was not commanded.
They ¢ offered strange five before the Lord, which he commanded them
not.” It is a dangerous thing,” says a distinguished commentator, **in
the sexvice of God, to decline from His own institution.  We have to do
with a God who is wise to prescribe His own worship, just to require
what he has prescribed, and powerful to avenge what e kas not pre-
serihed.”

In New Testament times, Divine appointment is still essential to the
validity of religicus observances. The Great Object of worship is im-
mutably the same. His sovercign right to prescribe the way in which
He may be acceptably approached by His creatures cannot he affected
by lapse of time, or change of dispensation. The “liberty” which is
peculiar to the Gospel dispensation, and in which Christians are admon-
ished to “stand fast” is not a freedum to worship God according to one’s
own taste or lis ever varying consciousness. Suck a liberty would be
licentiousness, and is just as incompatible with the freedom of the Gospel
as it was with “the law of commandments contained in ordinances.” All
christians are free from the burdensome yoke of the ceremonial luw, but
they never can be free from the obligation to worsnip God according to
His own prescription.  When the Redeemer commissioned His apostles
to make disciples of all nations He was careful to add, ** Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” The disciples
of Christ, then, throughout all the ages of the Gospel, “ cven unto the
end of the world,” are to be instructed to observe, not whatsoever is not
forbidden, but whatsoever the Redeemer has commanded. The Corinth-
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ian christinns though “called to liberty ” did not feel warranted to con-
sult their christian consciousness or their taste, in regard to the ovdinances
that they should observe. They would not Le a law to themselves, but
felt the need of a Divine directory. Hence the apostolic commendation
—“Now T praise you, brethren, that ye ¥ * * keep the ovdinances, as
1 delivered them (o you.”

That God has Himself appointed the way in which he is to be ap-
proached, and that no man or body of men lias the right to introduce any
element into Christian worship which He has not prescribed, has been
one of the fundamental principles of the Christian Chureh in her purest
and best days. T4 was the principle of Calvin and the Gieneva reformers.
It was the principle of Knox and the Scottish reformers in the first and
second Reformations. 1t was the principle of the Westminster divines,
and occupies a prominent place in the anthorized subordinate standards
of the Presbytetian Church. In the Confession of' Fuith xxi. chap. it is
declared, “The acceptable way of worshipping the true God is instituted
by himself, and so limited by His own revealed will, that He may not be
worshipped according to the imazinations and devices of men, or the
suggestions of Natan, under any visible yepresentation, or any other «way
not preseribed in the holy Seripture.” 'The Larger Catechism declaves,
“The sins forbidden in the second commandment are, all devisimg, coun-
selling, commanding, rsing, and any wise approving, any religious wor-
ship not iustituted by (fod himself,” ke, 'The Shorter Catechism asserts,
“The second commandment forbiddeth the s orshipping of God by images
or any other way not appointed in 1is Word.”

In his Discovrses ou the existence and attributes of (fod, the renowned
Charnock gives utterance to the following sentiments on the foregoing
subject :— What work will humnan wisdom make with Divine worship,
when it will presume to he the divector of it, as a mate with the wisdom
of God! Whenece will it take its measures, hut from sense, humour and
and fancy? as though what is grateful and comely to a depraved reason,
were as beautiful to an unspotted and Infinite Mind. Do not such tell
the world that they were of God’s cabinet council, since they will take
upon them to judge, as well as (lod, wha! is well pleasing to Him?
Where will it have +he humility to stop, yet hath the presumption to add
any one thing to revealed modes of worship? How did God tax the
Israclites with making idols ‘according to their own understanding 7’
imagining their own understandings to be of a finer make, and a more
perfect mould than their Creator’s; and that they had brougit more light
from the chaos of their own brains, than God had from eternity in His
own nature. How slight will the excuse be, ‘God hath not forbidden
this, or that,’” when God shall silence men with the question, Where, or
when, did T command this or that? There was no addition to be made
under the law to the meanest instrunent God had appointed in His ser-
vice. The sacred perfume was not to have one ingredient more put into
it it than what God had prescribed in the composition; nor was any man
upon pain of death to imitate, nor would God endure that sacvifices
should be consumed with any other fire than that which came down from
heaven. So tender is God of any invasions of His wisdom and authority.
In all things of this natuve, whatever ¢voluntary humility’ and respect
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to God they may be disguised with, there is o swelling of the ¢ fleshly
mind’ against Infinite understanding. Such mixtures have not been
blest by God. As He did not prosper the mixiures of several kinds of
creatures to form and multiply a new speecies, as being a dissatisfaction
with His wisdom as Creator, so He doth not prosper mixtures in worship,
as being a conspiracy against His wisdom as o lawgiver. ¥ * % Such as
make alterations in religion, different from the first institution, are intol-
erable busy bodies, that will not let God alone with His own affairs.
Vain man would be wiser than his Maker, and would he dabbling in that
which is His sole prerogative.”

PAINE AND PAYSON:
oRr
THE INFIDEL AND THE CHRISTIAN.

An authentic letter, civculated throughout the United States, contains
an account of the last hours of the infidel Paine, by the nurse who had
heen employed to take care of him during his last illness. From it we
make the following extract :—“He is truly to be pitied. His cries when
he is lefi alone are heart-rending. ‘O Lord, help me? he will exclaim
during his paroxysms of distress, ‘God help me! Jesus Christ help me,’
repeating the same expressions without the least variation, in a tone of
voice that would alarm the house. Sometimes he will say ‘O God, what
have I done to suffer so much,’ then shortly after, ‘But there is no God,’
and again a little after, “Yet if there should be, what would become of
me hereafter?” Thus be will continue for some time when on a sudden
he will scream as if in terror and agony, and call out for me by name.
On one of these ocecasions, which are very frequent, I went to him and
inquired what he wanted. “Stay with me,” he veplied, ‘for God’s sake,
for T cannot hear to be left alone.” T often observed that I could not
always be with him, as T had much to attend to in the house. ‘Then,’
said he, ‘send even a child to stay with me, for it is a hell to be alone.’
I never saw, she continued, a more unhappy, a more forsaken man. It
seems he cannot reconcile himself to die.”

Contrast with such a scene the deathbed of Payson. To some young
friends whom lie invited to visit him he said:—“My young friends, you
will all one day be obliged to embark on the same voyage on which I am
Jjust embarking; and as it has been my special employment, during my
past life, to recommend to you a pilot to guide you through this voyage,
T wish to tell you what a precious pilot he is, that you may be induced
to choose him for yours. T feel desirous that you might see that the
religion I have preached can support me in death, You know that I
have many ties which bind me to earth,—a family to which I am strongly
attached, and the people whom I love almost as well; but the other
world acts like & magnet, and draws my heart away from this. Death
comes every night and stands by my bedside in the form of terrible con-
vulsions, cvery oue of which threatens to separate the soul from the body.
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These continue to grow worse and worse, until every bone is almost dis-
solved with pain, leaving me with the certainty that I shall have it all
to endure again the next night.  Yet while my body is thus tortured,
the soul is perfectly- perfectly happy and peaceful—more happy than I
can possibly express to you. I lic here, and feel these convulsicns ex-
tending higher and higher, without the least uneasiness; but my soul is
filled with joy unspeakable. I seem to revive in a flood of glory which
God pours down upon me.  And I know, I know that my happiness is but
begun ; T cannot doubt that it will Iast forever. And now, is all this a
delusion?  Is it a delusion which can fill the soul to overflowing with
joy in such civeumstances? If so, it is surely a delusion better than any
reality ; but no, it is not a delusion; T feel that it is not. I do not
merely know that I shall enjoy all this,—7 enjoy it now.”

Reader, which death would you choose, that of Paine or Payson?
Remember, then, that Infidelity led to the former, and Christianity to
the latter.

SUNDAY.

We have unconsciously fallen into the habit of calling the first day of
the week Sunday without for a moment pausing to reflect on what is
implied in calling our sacred festival by that heathen teym.  The earliest
and worst form of idolatry known to our futhers, was that of the Sun-god.
It was the first form of superstition that declared a crusade against
Jehovah and His worshippers-—that attempted and succeeded in all lands
in raising the standard of revolt againt the true and ancient faith—that
aimed .Ll the extermination of that religion, and of substituting the
ritual of’ Sun-worship in its room. Readers of the Bible know the u\'a.hy,
the bitter hostility, the undying hatred between the followers of Baal
anl the worshippers of Jehovah. The greatest insult perpetrated by the
apostate kings of Judah on the mlmou of their fathers lay in stabling
the horses of the Sun in the temp]e of the Lord. Every country bears
the marks of the struggle with the Sun-worshippers, in its history or
mythology. Probably the divine reason for creating in Isracl a nation
to serve God, to restore and preserve Ilis worship, lay in the fact that
that worship had all but been suppressed in the world by the worship-
pers of the Sun. Now the first day of the week among the Romans,
and other idolatrous nations, was the festival of the Sun-—the dies solis,
or Sunday ! And strangely enough, this is the word which we Christians
in Kngland employ to indicate “the day which the Lord hath made.”
Had we hunted in the dictionavies of the ages for the most offensive
term that could be applied to it—had we “tortured our ingenuity to
discover the worst conceivable cpithet—nay, had we consulted the arch-
fiend himself as to the term that would best stand as a deep and perma-
nanent insult to his enemy, we could hardly “wve succeeded better than
in calling the duy of God by the name of the Sun-god? Tt is true, how-
ever, that none of us attach any such meaning to that word. Tt is one
of the sins of what a great preacher terms “popular ignorance.”—
R. Balgarnie, in Weekly Rfvww
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THE PULPIT.

THE GATHERING OF THE SAINTS.

“Gather my saints toyether unto me,”—Ps. L, : 5.

These are remarkable words.  The people of God are ealled his
“saints.”  In other passages they are termed “his eleet.”  Paul addresses
the Christians at Rome as the beloved of (rod, ““called to he saints.”  The
saints, then, ave the elect of (God; and the eleet of God are called to be
saints, sanctified in Christ Jesus.  And this is their happiness-—that
they are God’s eleet—that, when the great day comes, they shall be
found gathered together—that there shall not be found one of them
wanting—that none of them shall come short of heaven. TFor, however
they may liffer here, as they do differ in many things, yet, agreeing as
they do agree, in love to God—-in love to Christ and to his people to
his Word and ordinances—in their hatred of sin, and in their cultiva-
tion of holiness, they shall all be gathered together, and presented hefore
God’s throne “with exceeding joy.”

His people ave very dear to God.  He that touches them “touches the
apple of his eye.” He that would persecute them does injury to God.
“Gather my saints together unto Me,” says God. They shall gather his
clect from one end of heaven to the other,” says Christ. So that God’s
people ave Zis. They are his, for He hath chosen them from before the
foundation of the world. They are his, for He paid for them the rensom

rice of his own blood. They are his, and they shall be his for ever.
“They shall be mine,” saith the Lord, “in that day when I make up my
jewels.”  “Gather my saints together unto Me.” Now, it is obvious
from these words that the “saints” were previously at a distance from
GGod; for they are heve said to be gathered to fJim.  And it is clear that
the text supposes them to be separate, pevhaps divided, one from the
other; for they are said to be gathered together. The question avises
from these two points-—kow they shall he gathered, and the purpose for
which they shall be gathered together.

First, the saints arc gathered unto God by his grace. It has been
already observed that the saints were by nature at a distance from God,
but they are brought nigh by the blood of Jesus Christ his Son.  Form-
erly they were strangers and pilgrims; but now they are fellow-citizens,
and of the household of God.

Again, this gathering is effected by the Holy Spirit of God, whereby
his people are sealed unto the day of redemption. Without His blessed
influence sinners would remain at a distance from God still, without even
a desire to be numbered amongst his people. He it is that draws them
to Christ —that enables them to look to Him as their salvation; and
none can effectually resist his call. The hardest heart is melted down;
the most stubborn will is turned, and the coldest affections are warmed.
Under his sacred influence the poor outcasts, with one heart and one
soul, flock to Christ, “as doves to their windows.”
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Various indeed ave the means by which God gathets his people unto
Him. The sinner is brought to God perhaps by some calamity, which,
while it interrupts his personal enjoyment, withdraws his thoughts from
this world, and fovces him to think of cternal things. Through some
afiictive providence, perhaps, he is led to sce the brief and uncertain
tenare by which this life is held, and the wisdow of securing an interest
in a better workd. Numerous are the methods by which the minds of
tiod’s people are wrought upon, and brought to see how vain is every
luman caleulation, how shallow is every werldly consolation, and how
we should lay up for ourselves “treasures in heaven,”

There is, however, one ageney especially blessed by the Holy Spivit to
uather the people of God, viz, the prewching of the Word. He appoints
his hevalds to go through the world proclaiming the kingdom. He sets
apart his ministers to sound the gospel trumpet, and vast multitudes hear
“the joyful sound.” The greater proportion of those who have been
wathered by grace within the pale of the Church have been so instru-
wentally by the preaching of the gospel—the glad tidings, “CGod so loved
the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever helieveth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” God thus by his
urace gathers together his people unto Him, introduces them into his
family, unites them to Christ, theiv loving Head; a gathering to be
effected by God’s providences, by means of the ordinances, and by the
operation of the Spirit; a gathering to be carried on till death, and to be
completed on the morning of the resurrection.

What a glorious gathering shall that be! No river of death shall
scparate the heliever and the Object of his love. All shall be gathered
unto God.  “He shall send forth His angels with a great sound of a
trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.” «I beheld,” says the apostle
John, “and lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
nations and kindred and people and tongues, stood before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palms in their hands; and
they cried with o loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God, which sitteth
upon the throne, and to the Lamb.”  However the people of God may be
separated here, however severed by circumstanc.s of time, or place, or
polity, yet the friends in Christ and for Chuist, shall at length be gathered
together in heaven to part no more.

Vavious me the causes that combine to separate them on ecarth.
Foreign lands may hold them—oceans may roll between them—hodily
infirmities may hinder their visible communion—the distinctions of name
or sect may div'.le them—yet they form but one family. How delightful
the thought to the Chuistian that he is one with all the believers on
carth; and not only so, but one with all the redeemed in yonder world
of glory! And, after a few more passing years, he shall be united to
them in reality, as he is now in spirit. Indeed, it is sonow. The saints
in heaven and the saints on earth form but one communion. They are
subjects of the same grace—they love the same saviour—they arve washed
in the same bloou—they are sanctified by the same Spirit—adopted into
the same family —heirs of the same glovy. God disperses his people
throughout the earth, as He scatters the stars in the firmament, that
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they may shine as lights in the dark places of the world: but the day of
ingathering will come, and this partinl and temporary dispersion will
but make the final weeting more sweet. It will but beighten the joys
of reunion when believers will be for ¢ ever with the Lowd.”

Finally, death separates the people of God for awhile one from the
other.  The home eivele is invaded by the destroyer, the Lappy circle is
broken. By repeated inroads it becomes less and less, till one feels him-
self almast alone in the world, A sense of solitaviness ereeps over him,
as though there were none left with whom to take sweet counsel, as in
days that are past.  But all is arranged in jufinite love, and all will
work together tor his good.  Our hearts must be cleavsed, self’ must he
abased, the work of the refiner must be done.  Who does not know that
the loss of a something that we loved will often lead us to scek with
earnestness a more precious good?  Who does not know that, in propor-
tion as the heart is broken, the soul will often soar heavenwards, as on
eagle’s wings? Who does not know that their best lessons in spiritual
truth—thelr cleavest views of the glories of heaven—their lavgest appre-
hensions of the work of the Mediator- -their fuilest conviction of the
preciousness of Christ—were all acquired when joy after joy had departed.
and sorrow after sorrow had been given them to bear!

Nor does the believer wonder at this, as though some “strange thing
had happened unto him.”  He finds there is nothing singular in his own
case, but that his predecessors in the faith have also been his predecessors
in suffering.  He finds in their history a counterpart of his own, and as
with them, so he, too, finds that diflicalties and trials do not hinder but
help.  He remembers, too, that though man's life is full of trouble, it ix
but short--that death will soon discharge his debts, finish his cares. and
veil all his infirmities - that then all tears shall be wiped away trem
every eye, and all sorrow from the heart.  So that, though trouble after
trouble, like wave upon wave, may come upon him. yet these things
move him not. He knows that all the trials and changes of this mortal
life ave working together for the final good of God’s chosen people, are
carrying out the purpose and the Word of (fod when He says, “Gather
my saints together unto Me."—Selccted.

THE ENGLISH PURITANS.
FROM A LECTURE BY DR. RYLE, BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL.

The following is an extract from a Lecture delivered some yewrs ago.
in Exeter Hall, London, before the Young Mew's Christian Association.
It is a loving tribute to the memory of those whose principles were much
misrepresented in their own day, and to whom, in many circles of society.
the finger of scorn is still frequently pointed. In the vocabulary of
many persons the epithet Puritanic is a synonym for ignorant, ascetic,
Pharisaic, and seditions. It is a happy circumstance that, in the midst
of so much ignorance and supercilious contempt of men “of whom the
world was not worthy,” (fod is raising up, from time to time. “men of |
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renown,” like Bishop Ryle, to vindicate their principles and character,
and to establish their claims to the admiration and gratitude of postevity.
- Ao,

* 3 You wre allowed to assoviate together upon evangelical prine-
ples, and for religious ends, and no one hinders you. You me allowed
to meet in large numbers, and take sweet counsel with one another, and
strengthen one another’s hands in the service of Christ, and no one inter-
feres to prevent you.  You are allowed to assemble for devotional pur-
poses, to read the Word of Gaod, and to stir one another up to persever-
ance in the faith, in the midst of this great Bubylon, and no one dares to
prohibit you. How great are all those privileges! How incaleulable
the lenefit of union, conference, sympathy, and encouragement, to a
young man lauching forth on the stormy waters of this great city !
Happy ave the cities where such institutions exist! Happy are the
young men whom God inclines to join them! Blessed is the labour of
those by whose care and attention these institutions ave kept together!
They ave sowing precious seed. They may sow with much toil and dis-
couragement ; but they may be sure they are sowing seed which shall
vet bear fruit after many days.

But never, never forget to whom you are indebted for all this liberty
of conference and association which you enjoy. Never forget that there
was a time when informers would have tracked all your steps—-when
constables and soldiers would have rudely broken up your gatherings, and
when your proceedings would have entailed wpon you pains, penalties,
fines, and imprisonments. Never forget that the happy and profitable
freedom which you enjoy was only won by long-continued and intense
struggles, by the bloed and sufferings of noble-minded men, of whom the
world was not worthy ; and never forget that the men who won this
freedom for you were those much-abused men —~the Puritans.

Yes! you all owe & debt to the Puritans, which I trust you will never
refuse to acknowledge. You lve in days when many are disposed to
run them down. As you travel throngh life, you will often hear them
derided and abused as seditious, rebellious levellersin the things of Casar,
and ignorant, fanatical, hypocritical enthusiasts in the things of Ged.
You will often hear some semi-popish stripling fresh from Oxford, puffed
up with new-fledged views of what he calls ¢ apostolical succession,” and
proud of a little official authority, depreciating and sneering at the Puri-
tans, as men alike destitute of learning and true religion, while, in reality,
he is scarcely worthy to sit at their feet and carry their books. Toall
calumnies and false statements, I trust you will never give heed.

Settle it down in your minds that for sound doctrine, spirituality, and
learning combined, the Puritans stand at the head of English divines.
Settle it down in your minds that with all their faults, weaknesses, and
and defects, they alone kept the lamp of pure, evangelical religion burn-
ing in this country in the times of the Stuarts,~-they alone pxm'(-ntod
Laud’s popish inclinations carrying England hack into the arms of Rome,
Settle it down in your minds that the) fought the battle of religious
freedom, ot which we are reaping such fruits—that they crushed the
wretched spirit of inquisitorial persecution which mis-guided high-Church-
men tried to introduce into this land.  Give them the honour they
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deserve.  Sufler no man to speak lightly of them in your presence ; ve-
member your obligations to them. Reverence their memory.  Stand up
boldly for their veputation.  Never be afraid to plead their cause. It is
the cause of pure, evangelical religion. It is the cause of an open Bible,
and liberty to meet and read and pray together. It is the cause of liberty
of conscience.  All these are bound up with Baxter and the Puritans.
Remember this, and give them their due.

THE SECRET OI AM0OODY's POWER.

Messrs. Moody and Sankey are now in California, and are meeting

with their usual success in stirring up the masses—the former by his
plain and pointed appeals to the conscience and heart, the latter by his
musical powers in “singing the Gospel.” Even the secular press of San
Francisco devotes considerable space to favourable notices of the men,
their labours, and their successes. Concerning Mr. Moody-—*“by far the
stronger of the two”—the Lost thus writes:—“The prime secret of his
power is that he seems to be thoroughly in earnest. He does not talk
like & man who is hired to talk at so much a month. He tells many
unpalatable truths. He hits right and left, much as Peter or Paul might
have struck. He does not stop to think whether what he had to say
may please certain members of his congregation whose support is neces-
sary. He says it vight out, as if he felt that the Master bade him say
it, leaving the issue in the Master’s hands. He utters no appeal for
money. He does not engage in discussion with philosophers or unbe-
lieving thinkers. He might exhort a thousand years without converting
one such. That difficult task is for the trained pastors. But Mr.
Moody preaches Christ. Planting himself firmly upon the Bible, evi-
dently having no comprehensior. of any necessity for proving the inspir-
ation of that grand book, he deals with its miracles as unquestionable
facts, with its utterances as direct inspirations from the Supreme Being,
with Jesus as the very Son of God. This much being accepted—and
the mass of piously raised people, after all, accept it in their hearts, even
though they be backsliders from the practice of their faith-—he is forti-
fied at every point, and has an answer ready for every question. His
speech is suited to the common comprehension, his method of application
is concise and direct. ¥e preaches no intricate doctrines, but only the
love and fear of God and the duty of righteousness. His utterances go
to the hearts of men who have only been waiting for some warning and
cheering word, and they come into the fold.”

It is related of one who had thoughtlessly sacrificed the duties of a
rational and moral creature to the guilty pleasures of the world, that
being awake in his dying moments to all the horrors of his situation, he
exclaimed :—“The battle is fought-—the battle is fought—but the victory

T

is lost for ever!



PRRRSRERE

The Monthly Advocale.

[Sacred Poetry.]

THE RIVER OF PEACE.

Like a river full and tlowing
Descends the peace of God,

Through the channel Christ hath opened,

‘Where His wounded feet have trod.
Wide-spreading o'er the desert,

I see its healing stream,
And I stand amazed, and marvel

As tihough I dreamed a dream.

The valleys of my sorrow,
The mountains of my sin,
Are hid beneath its waters,
As if they ne’er had beens
And my sonl is carried onward
With the river’s mighty swell,
Towards the sunny, sinless haven
Where God’s redeemed ones dwell.

Sweet gift of (od through Jesus,
This peace is from His hand
Who knoweth how we need it,
In this parched and weary land.
He knows how faint and thirsty
His children pant and pine,
Aud sends o’erflowing measure
Of peace and joy divine, N

Q wondrous heart of Jesus !
The fountain head of peace,
When may I nestle near Thee”
When may my darkness cease?
Yet I love Thee, dearest Saviour,
For the clouds that come between;
For I need the dreary darkness
When nor sun nor star is seen.

And I learn how strong my anchor
That holds within the vail,
When I canunot see before me,
And my other moorings fail :
Thy word still cheers my spirit,
Yor there I meet with Thee,
And better far than sunlight.
Is Thine own self to me.

Thoun art my hope of glory,
Give me Thyself, I pray;
Then will I sing in triumph
Through the dark and clondy day ;
Aud the dark, cold border-river
Shall not appal my heart,
For its billows bear me onward
To be with Thee where Thou art.

11
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THE HOME CIRCLE.

BY M.

No. 8.—-Sonmiery Ix T Hovskuonn.

Having treated on family etiquette in a former paper, we now come
to consider its twin-sister sobriety. ¢ DBe courteous,” “be sober,” are
Divine injunctions of equal import. The observant spectator requires
no argument to satisfy him that wherever the principle of sobriety is
discarded—whether in Church, State, or the domestic civcle, it is impos-
sible to maintain anything like good order. Hence the necessity of
adopting this fundamental principle in the govermuent of the houselold,
which, as we have already shown, constitutes the mainspring of all
society.

In considering the subject the question naturally arises, what is the
real meaning of the term sobriety ! The most distinguished lexicograph-
ers define it thus: « Habitual soberness or temperance as to the use of
spirituous liquors;- -habitual freedom from enthusiasm, inordinate pas-
sion, or overheated imagination ;— gravity without sadness or melancholy :

- moderation, calmness, coolness, seriousness, soleinnity.” This definition
evidently covers the whole ground, and furnishes ample foad for thought.
Doubtless its primary meaning is to keep in check every evil propensity
of our degenerate nature.  However. in viewing tl. subject in connection
with the appropriation of the term as it is generally used at the present
day, we are led to consider tofal wbstinence from intoricating liquors. This
limited appropriation has been adopted owing chiefly to the prevalency
of intemperance in drinking, as the onc giant ziee which has become so
wide spread and alarming, that we are almost compelled to forget all other
evils as we think sadly of this mighty one that rests like a blighting,
withering curse on our social life, sending up o long, sad wail from deso-
lated homes, broken hearts, crushed hopes, syuandered fortunes all over
the land, and bearing with it on the breeze the despairing ery ¢ Is there
no help for us ?”  In this sense we shall view it in this article ; and in
doing so, we feel justified in attributing the extent of the exil "o the popu-
lar custom of moderate wine drinking in the family circle.  'With all <ue
respect to those who differ from us in this matter- if such there are—
we emphatically denounce the whole system  though time-honoured—aof
fashionable home drinking, as the great curse of our land. It is an upas |
tree whose pernicious roots are unblushingly permeating every depart-
ment of soctety. Were it not for such convivial association the bar-
room tippler could find no pretext for his revolting condu . It is
respectable, careful, Christian, moderate home wine-drinkers, who send
forth, chiefly, from the high places of society, and sometimes even from
the portals of the sanctuary, an unsuspected, unrebuked, but powerful in-
fluence, which is secretly and silently on every hand doing its work of death.
It is this orthodox drinking that furnishes a sulee for the inquietude of -
the drunkard’s conscience, which saves the dram-shop loafer from deserved
reproach, and encourages youth in occasiona! drinking excesses.  We feel
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. convineed in our very soul that it the temperance cause has an enemy
upon earth it is the respectable moderate home wine-drinker.  Hence the
wheels of reform must move swowly until the pernicious custom ot home
drinking be abandoned.  In orr introduction to the Home Circle a year
ago, we hinted that o1l rer/ improvements and reforms must take their vise
in the domestic cireie, and also that the only radical cure ‘or all moral
and finaneial evils most begin in the honsehold, and our convietions in
vegard to this matter are now fully confirmed.

Imitation of customs of those in higher ranks by those who move
humbler spheres, is cvidently a natural failing that is almost irresistible.
Were it otherwise the evil of dram-shop tippling could be easily remedied.
Who would wish to imitate the ragged, squalid, brutal drunkard, who
raves in the bar-room, consorts with swine in the gutter, or tills with
_ clamor and dismay the cold and comfortless abode, which, in the spirit

. of & demon he returns to at night? Human nature recoils at the very

. idea that he should be imitated. His example, as illustrated in self-

. degradation, alone, has the contrary eflfect. Every oune seems to shud-

. der at the thought of becoming a drunkard.  He is a miserable outcast, a

| pest in society, having no hope of eternal life.—That no drunkard ““shall

inherit the kingdom of God” is the language of Inspiration. Drunken-
. uess is, theretore, terrible. Half the miseries of the world spring
. - from it, and are known to spring from it. God's faithful ambassadors
. in many lands have borne testimony to the fact that, © Intemperance
- has done, and is to-day doing more to destroy the souls of men, corrupt
, , the morals of society, and otherwise obstruct the werk of the church,
¢t i than all other known evils combined.” History, observation, experience,
s tall go to convince that those who once throw themselves into its deadly
v 4 grasp—if not restrained by sovercign grace—must reap the penalty of
1 shame, disgrace and ruin
ot With such overwhelming testimony as to the ravages of intoxicoting
;' liquors, is it not surprising that intelligent men and women should sanc-
3- :tion their use as a harmless beverage? The time was when ignorance of
s their true characier might have Leen offered as a plea for their place on
ve {the sideboards of Christians. However this may have been in the past,
in ino plausible excuse for their continuance as such can possibly be framed
u- (to-day. That strong drinks airc not only the prolific svurce of crime, but
ae | that they work evil and that continually, is now too well known for any
__ jrational being to frame an apology for their internal use  With such
«of fknowledge pressing upon our minds it becomes every lover of mankind,
s j!)ui; more especially professing Christians to ask themselves individually,
vt- “What can I do to suppress the dreadful vice of intemperance?! Such
ar- ;would be a step in the right direction. And it is pleasing to know that
jg jmuch is being done to arrest the evil. Governments are legislating,
nd smoralists reasoning, Christians remonstrating, and thus forming pnblic
om ,opinion for a grand onset against the liquor traffic.
in-1  Notwithstanding all this, the axe must be laid to the root of the tree,
th. otherwise the process of destruction will go on tiil all that is cheering and
of fublime in our world, fade and disappear before it. This is strong lan-
ved uage, but we feel justified in speaking thus. We believe it is not too
feel much to say that as surely as the nation of ancient Israel were driven

§
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into prolonged captivity through the effects of strong drink, so surely
will our fair land be chastised for the intemperate habits of its people,
if not speedily reformed of the evil.  And in order to effect a reform
there is no half way measure. If we rid ourselves of the drankard’s
drunkenness, we must rid ourselves of the drunkard’s drink.  Of this there
can be no question.  Cause and cftect have ever and must always go hand-
in-hand.  As a natural consequence intemperance is always filling up its
-anks from the army of moderate drinkers.  No man becomes a sot at once
or from choice. The drunkard’s downward course is natuvally progressive,
and the majority of confirmed inebriates can trace the origin of their way-
ward caveer to the drinking associations of their early home. Many a
murderer in reply to the inquiry as to what induced the «et, has poured
out his soul in the following strain: ¢ It was wine at my father’s table. |
Before I left the shelter of the parental voof, I had learned to love the
drink that has been my ruin.  O! that I could only portray the horrors
springing from the fivst glass, given by a mother’s hand! Would to God
I hadl died before I knew the love or passion strong drink can bring to
its poor deluded victims ; for then I would have had kind friends to weep
and think kindly of me, as in silence they gazed into my tomb! But
now I must fill a murderer’s grave! T am lost, lost, eternally lost! O,
parents, if you value the souls of yous children, dash from your fiicsides
the cursed drink!  And O, young man ! by all that you hold dear. shun
the cup—the fatal cup !”

Christian parents, we ask you in all sincerity to think scriously of the .
matter ; and if you have been in the habit of using wine at your table,
we entreat you to give up the custom, and let it be banished from
your homes at once and for ever. In using intoxicating liquors, in
moderation, you may fancy you feel tolerably safe yourselves, but are you
prepaved to say that your children are safe; or that your example will not
ruin them? Whatever opinion may he cherished regarding the abolition
of the liquor traffie, there is no room for dispute here. If your children :
are trained in the principles of total «bstinence from infancy, they are not -
likely to turn out drunkards in after life.  On the other hand, if you;
teach them to love strong drink, it is & dangerous experiment, and their,
troubles, in future years, may bring yowr grey hairs down with sorrow toi
the grave. No matter who may think to the contrary, eXperience goes}:
to prove that entire safety from the ravages of strong drinks lies in whotly: -
abstaining from their use. Hence, will you not teach your children this;
prineiple ! Will the discharge of this duty awaken in your hosom mis{.
givings now, or regrets hereafter? Let conscience answer. But should]!
you continue the moderate use of wine in your family, and your children¢
hecome drunkards thereby, what sad coloring must it give to life’s lasy®
moments ; the thought of leaving hehind a family of depraved childreit
to nurture other children equally depraved ;—thus transmitting th
misery you entailed upon them to a remote posterity! Only think o§”
these things ; they are stern realities, and must be encountered here o
hereafter. 'We entreat you, therefore, to act wisely in your presen®
decision. To-day if you will hear the voice of reason harden not youy®
heart. Seek infinite wisdom to direct in the right way, and your house"

hold will not only be blest but become 2 blessing. 1
[¢Q
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ly THE CHILDRENS PORTION.

i‘:i PRACTICAL 'l‘HOUG}-IEiI:‘()R THE CHILDREN.

18 BY ALPHEUS.

;t “THE TWO WAYS."

E:, _ I a former paper I spoke of the many evil influences attending the
y- lite of the young. In this one I wish to speak of a more comforting

ra and delightful subject, namely, one or two of the good influences that
el are provided to keep and sustain God’s children in the right way.
le. When the new and living way was opened up by our Lord and Master,
he it revealed to us something of God’s marvellous love and grace. You
org  Fnow, children, how hard it is for any one of you to love, speak kindly
iod - to, or to do a kind action for, a bitter enemy; bul our heavenly Father
to - did all this for us.  When we were enemies He loved us, and gave His
ep  Son to die for us. When we were rebellions He sought after us and
3ut  brought us back, and, now I want to refer to some of the things He does
0, - for us after restoring us to the right way. ] )
des He dofends us in a great many ways, but one special way is by the
an  Ministry of His good angels. Some people think that an angel is sent to
minister to, and defend every child born into this world.  Be this as it
the . may, this we do know, that a great many angels are specially commis-
ble, sioned to wait upon, direct, and defend cvery one brought into the new
om and living way. .
in Once a good prophet was sorely beset by his enemies, a whole avmy
you compassed him about to take him, and his servant cried out “Alas! mas-
not ter! what shall we do.” The servant did not know how well he was
jon brotected. His master prayed: “O Lord open the young man’s eyes
ren: that he wmay see.” And, when they were opened in answer to the
not . brophet’s prayer, he saw that the whole country was t:u]l of chariots of
youg fire and horses of fire, a wall of protection to God's servant. It is
heir | recorded of another of God’s faithful servants, that once when distressed
v tot he fasted in sackeloth and ashes, and cngaged in prayer. Just as he
,0%5 commenced, the angel Gabriel was commanded to fly swiftly to strengthen
olty: him and give him comfort regarding the thing for which he prayed.
this} How many of you hoys and girls can possibly tell how many times
mis{ you are diverted from danger, kept from evil or influenced to stay away
suldf from doubtful reereations or amusements by the same agency ? Did you
rerjever observe some strong influence drawing you in one way rather than
Tasdanother? It might have been to keep you from harm, just as when
Jre:the angel was sent to shut the lions’ mouths that they could not hurt
thdDaniel. - 'While some of God’s good angels are sent on errands of judg-
k G%ment! like the one who smote 2 hundred and four score and five thousand
«e ojuen in the camp of the Assyrians, we ought to be glad “that the angel
:sen't;’f the Lord encamps round about them that fear him, and delivers
youj hem;” “that He gives his angels charge over us, to keep us in all our
Susgvays.”
' Not only does he defend us, but he directs us when in the way. How
does he do it? In giving his children a complete chart of the way. All
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the way is plainly marked out in the Bible.  The experiences of w great
many good men are given while travelling on the way, the dangers they
wet and overcame, all the bars and quicksands on which wrecks have
Leen made, ave carefully pointed out, that they may now he avoided.

Jut the best of all experiences is that of Jesus himself, who went all
over the way and left a careful record that we might follow in his foot-
steps.  If it is a slough of despond, He knows how to help us. 1 it is
a valley of humiliation, He humbled himself to help us theve.  If it isa
hill of ditiiculty, He provides resting places for the pilgrim.  If it is the
valley of the shadow of death, His rod and staft will comfort us. All
through the way the light from the Sun of righteousness will shine upon
the path and lead safely to His home prepared for those who overcome
the trials of the way.

If a blind man were walking along the voad it would be all the same
to him whether the sun was shining or it was pitch dark. So all the
things T have been writing about in this paper would be of no use to us
unless our eyes were open and our minds enlightened.  When children,
or older people, are starting on the new way they don’t feel at home (so
to speak) at first. They go in new company, and engage in new employ-
ments; they practicc new habits, and, as with a child born into the
world, everything is to learn. Guracious provision is made for all this.
‘The Holy Spirit enlightens the mind to sce all the rich provision made
for us in the gospel of his grace, and, under His teaching, everything
becomes platn, and like the child we grow into a more perfect knowledge
of all the good things prepared for us; thas the path grows brighter
and brighter to the pexfect day. You, children, T hope have not thought
me tedious. I have tried to show you how Uod, by his angels, will
defend you in the way; how His holy book will diveet you in the way,
and how His Holy Spirit will open your eyes to sec what He has done
for you. And may you all be led by that blessed Spirit into the paths
of righteousness, the end of which is eternal blessedness !

ABOUT TOBACCO.

1. An orphan boy named George applied for a situation in a stove.
The merchant liked his looks and was on thé point of engaging him,
when he saw a cigar sticking out of his coat pocket. Then he said “You
wont't do for me, my lad. I don’t want a bhoy who smokes.” George
had some companions who had learned to smoke, and he was following
their bad cxample. He was greatly distressed at the thoughi of losing
the place he wanted to get. He went to his room, threw himself on his
bed, and burst into tears. He remembered the words of his dying
mwother, how she had warned him not to follow the example of bad boys.
Then he kneeled down and confessed his sin to God. He asked God to
forgive him and give him grace to do better. After this he went right
back to the merchant and told him about his mother’s counsel; how
sorry he was tnat he had forgotten it ; how he had asked God to forgive
him and help him te do better, and how he had made up his mind to try
and do so. “And now, sir,” said the boy, with tears in his eyes, “all I
ask is that yow will just try me.” He did try him, and never had cause
to regret it.
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2. A very great number of boys who would not think of using a pipe
or a cigar, will buy and smoke cigarettes. A doctor in Englund lately,
because he saw so many hoys smoking, began to see if it was not injur-
ing them. He examined thirty-seven boys between the ages of nine and
fifteen years, and in twenty-sevén cases smoking had already done great
harm.  Twelve had frequent bleeding at the nose, ten had disturbed
sleep, twelve had ulceration of the mucus membrane of the month, and
twenty-two had various disorders of circulation and digestion, and a
marked taste for strong drink. Boys, don’t smoke! It spoils your
nerves, makes your breath bad, makes it not half as pleasant for your
mothers and sisters to kiss you, and will gradually, as a rule, weaken
your minds as well as bodies.

A traveller in Scotland observed some choice and rare plants growing
on the edge of a precipice. He could not reach them, but offered to a
little Highland boy a handsome present, if he would consent to be low-
ered to the spot by a rope around his waist. The boy hesitated. He
looked at the money, and thought of all that it would purchase, for his
parents were poor, and their home had few af the comforts of life; but
then, as he glanced at the terrible precipice, he shuddered and drew back.
At length hiseye brightened. and he said, with decision, “I’ll go if father
will hold the rope.” And he went.

“This boy’s trust,” says the Rev. Dr. Wise, “is a beautiful illustration
of faith; for, as he puts himself into his father’s hands to be bound with
the rope and lowered down the gorge to pluck the coveted flowers, so
must you put yourself into Christ’s hands to be pardoned.”

A street boy in London had both legs broken by a dray passing over
them. He was laid in one of the beds of the hospital to die, and another
little creatuve of the same class was laid near by, picked up sick with
famine and fever. The latter was allowed to lie down: by the side of the
little crushed boy. He crept up to him and said: “Bobby, did you never
hear about Jesus?” “No, I never heard of Him.” <“Bobby, I went to
Mission School once, and they told us that Jesus would take you to
heaven when you die, and you'd never have hunger any more, and no
more pain if you axed Him.” “I couldn’t ask such a great big gentle-
man as He to do anything for me. He wounldn’t stop to speak toa
little boy like me.” “But He'll do all that if you ax Him.” “How can
Tax Him if I don’t know where He lives; and how could I get there
when both my legs is broke?’ “Bobby, they told me at Mission School.
as how Jesus passes by. Teachersays as He goes around. How do you
know but that He might come around to this hospital this very night?
You'd know Him if you was to see Him.” “But I can’t keep my eyes
open. My legs feel so awful bad. Doctor says I'll die.” “Bobby, hold
up yer hand, and He'll know what you want when He passes by.” They
got the hand up. It dropped. Triedagain. It slowly fell back. Three
times he got np the little hand, only to let it fall. Bursting into tears,
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he said: “I give it up.” “Bobby, lend me yer hand ; put your elbow
on my piller. I can do without it.” So one hand was propped up.
And when they came in the morning the boy lay dead, his hand still
held up for Jesus.

A little girl sat trying to pick out a seam that she had sewed together
wrongly. Her chubby fingers picked at the thread, that wowld break,
leaving the end hidden somewhere among the stitches that she had
laboured so wearily to make short and close; and though the thread
came out, yet the necdle-holes remained, showing just how the seam had
been sewed ; and with tears in her eyes she cried, *“Oh, mamma, I can’t
undo it!”

Poor little girl! you are learning one of the saddest lessons there is.
The desire of undoing what can never be undone gives us more trouble
than all the doings of a busy life; and because we know this so well,
our hearts often ache for the boys and girls we see doing the things they
will wish so earnestly by-and-by to undo. And now where is the bright
side? Right here. Let us try to do a thing the first time, so that we
may never wish to undo it. We can ask our Heavenly Father. He
nover leads us wrong; and anything we do under His guidance we shall
never wish to undo.

BIBLE. QUESTIONS.

Questions for March correctly answered by M. L. C., Rathfriland, Ireland.
Fewer answers to questions for April have been received than for any previous
month—perhaps because the questions are more difficult.  Our young friends must
make another effort to answer them. They are repeated, (See below) except No,
XXXVI. which has been answered by W. J. C., Mary E. Shaw, H. Lawson, M.
Lawson and Jas. R. Toland. To No. XXXVII. the answer from two was four and
from other two six. Which is correct? Give the proofs.—(Ed. Jr.)

XXXIV. See April Number.

XXXV. do.

XXXVIIL do.

XXXVIIL ACROSTIC.
A name for the land of Egypt.
A prophet’s father.

‘What belongs to God alone.
The chief of the Gershonites.
The father of the Moabites.
A man that found mules, while feeding his father’s asses.
A yprecious stone.
A judge of Israel.
A prince of Midian.
A name given to a type of Christ.
The initials give the name of a priceless boon God has given to men.—R. P.

g2¥" Communications for the Children’s Portion to be addressed: Ed.
Junior, P. O. Box 329, St. John, N. B,, and should be received not later
than the 15th day of the month.
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NOTES.

One of the greatest obstacles to the success of the Gospel in China is
the trade in opium. The Society of Friends in England have issued an
appeal to their fellow-countrymen on the subject. They express their
conviction that the British Govermment “have, fo. a long series of yeavs,
been pursuing a course of conduct wholly opposed to Christian morality
in relation to the opium trade between India and China.” They plead
that they should no longer delay to “put a stop to the issuing of licenses
to grow opium in our Indian territories,” and that they should “cordially
co-operate with the Chinese Government in putting down the trade in
that noxious drug, thus secking to make some ts dy amends for the
injustice of which our country has been so long guilty.” Such a step
would be an important advance in the direction of that rightcousness
that “exalteth a nation.”

The progress of missionary effort in China and Japan is attracting
more and more the attention and awakening the surprise of the churches
in all countries. In Japan the first Protestant church is scarcely cight
years old, and of the sixty-seven now organized few are more than four.
Missionaries report that whole towns are persuaded to give up their idols,
and the calls for more helpers to proclaim the truth as it is in Jesus are
most urgent. Several foreign consuls in China write of the inevitable
spread of Christianity among the teeming millions of that empire.

“The world,” says a contemporary, “can scarcely be aware of the
magnificent work being done by the missionaries among the South Sea
islands, A few years ago these distant lands were supposed to be almost
irrevocably in the hands of cannibal heathens, from which nothing but
a miracle could rescue them. And now we are told that these islands
are eagerly accepting Christian civilization, and that at the present time
there are among -them not less than three hundred and fifty thousand
Christians of native blood. These are for the most part gathered into
well-organized congregations, with their own pastors and teachers, and
are in return preparing to send out to the more remote islands evangel-
istic workers from their own ranks.”

At a recent term of the Quarter Sessions Court of Potter County,
Pennsylvania, the district attorney informed the court that he had no
indictments or bills to present to the Grand Jury. The sheriff also
stated that he had no criminals in the prison. The directors of the poor
reported that they had no one to keep at the County’s charge or expense.
Potter County has had no tavern license for ten years, and this is given
as the reason for the lack of Court business.—Lebanon T%mes, Pa.

An American journal says that “amongst the last acts of President
Hayes was an order issued through the War Department, prohibiting
the sale of intoxicating liquors at military posts and stations. This is
an important measure of protection for the army ou the frontier and for
the Indians  FPresident Garfield will not annul, we are persuaded, this
beneficent regulation. But what is good for soldiers would be good for
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other classes.  Step Ly step we ave drawing toward the conclusion that
the whole business everywhere must be abolished.”

The great adversary of truth and righteousness, if he cannot hinder
the progress of a good cause, will endeavour to make it subserve in some
way the interest of his kingdom. This is done when in connexion with,
and for the promotion of, the cause of Temperance, literary and musical
entertainments are held on the Lord’s day. Such gatherings are alien
to the sacred purpcse for which the Sabbath was instituted. We are
pleased to lewrn that the ministers of San Francisco are beginning to
realize the sin and moral danger of such a mode of promoting temper-
ance. A contemporary informs us that “a Sabbath evening literary and
musical Temperance entertainment was given for some time in the hall
of the Young Men's Christian Association, but, in consequence of the
objections made by the ministers of this city, the hall is no longer
granted for the purpose.” It would be well if ministers in other places
would imitate such an example.

The proposal to open the public museums on the Sabbath has been

again defeated in the English House of Lords. TLord Bhaftesbury, to
his honour be it recorded, generally takes a leading part in efforts to con-
serve the Christian institutions of the country, and to resist the inroads
of practical ungodliness. It is peculiarly painful to note that so many
ministers of the gospel sanction the opening of museums, picture gal-
leries, and public gardens, on the Lord’s day. A petition recently
addressed to Mr. Gladstone in favour of the movement bore the signa-
tuves of two hundred and eighty-three clergymen. On the other hand, it
is a ground of much thankfulness that, so strong is the feeling against
such a desecration of the Sabbath, that between the 10th of February
and the 22nd, no fewer than fifty-eight thousand signatures were obtained
to the petition to the House of Lords, “praying not only that the great
national musewmns might not be opened on the Lord’s day, but that the
collections at Hampton Court, Greenwich, &e., might be closed on that
day.” —_—
Comparative quietude has at length been restored to Ireland. The
“Coercion Bill” and the “Arms Bill” have both passed the Legislature
and are now in operation. It is to be hoped that there will be no need
to apply them with any degree of rigour. It is generally thought that
the Land Bill, which has been introduced into Parliament, will so adjust
the relations between landlord and tenant as to meet the just demands
of hoth classes. The measure will embody the three Fs. for which the
Inrish tenants have been so long clamouring, viz., fair rents, fixture of
tenure, and free sales. A permanent land commission will be appointed
to settle all difficulties between landlord and tenant, from whose decision
there will be no appeal. The commission may loan money to a tenant,
on satisfactory security, to enable him to purchase his holding, if the
landlord be willing to dispose of it, and thus to establish a peasant pro-
priety in the soil. :

BZZ"All communications connected with the general editorial depart-
ment of the Monthly Advocate, to be addressed to the Rev. J. R. Lawson,
Barnesville, N. B.
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