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Fccleslastical Xntelligense.
DIOCESE OF TORONTO.

"NOTICE.
The Bishop of Toronto proposes to hold con-

firmations in all the parishes and missions
between Toronto and the River Treat, during
the month of June—and later in the season in
the Home and Qore Districts. The list of tho
appointments will be forwarded to the Clergy
respectively in due time.

Toronto, 26th March, 1861.

Wo hear with pleasure that the Ladies of the
Congregation of the Church of the Holy Trinity,
inthise ty, bave preseated the Assistant Minister,
tho lev. W, 8. Darling, with a handsome Easter
offering, in the shape of very beautiful carpets
for the dining and drawing rooms of the New
Parsonnge, which will in a few weeks bo ready
for occupation.

ORPEANS' HOME, TORONTO.

The following circular way sent to the Clergy
last year, with the sanction of the Lord Bishop,
in behalf of this useful jnstitution,

Toroxto, May 5th, 1860.
To Toe Rev. Tux INcuMnest o tir Panisi.

Sir,—Tho lady managers of the Protestant
Oiphany’ Home beg leave to request your chris-
tiau influence in bebalf of this.institution., Al-
ready nemly seventy orphan children, of both
sexes, are inmates of the home, where thoy are
lodged, fed, clothed, and cducated, to prepare
them to go out asapprentices, and provid descent-
iy for themselves.  The claims upon the home are
every year becoming more and more pressing.
The present building is no longer adequate to
mcet the requirements, and the authorities are
most anxious*to add a wing to the same, 50 as
not only to provide more accommodation for the
general objeets of the charity, but algo to afford—
what is 50 much wanted—separate roowms as an
infirmary, especially in cases of infectious sicke
ness.

With the exception of a parliamentary grant of
$800 a5 an annual voto, the Orpbans® Home has
been supported by the voluntary contributions of
the bepevolent public; eo that without some
liberal assistance from those who feel for the
destitute orphan, it will bardly be possible to
venture upon building the additional accommoada-
tion fo urgently required. In this respect the
Iady managers bave brought the nccessities of
the cace under the notice of his Lordship the
Bichop of Toronto; and his Lordsbip has been
pieascd to recoguise the claims of the home upon
the benevolent assistance of the congregations of
his Diocese. His Lordship has spproved of and

sanctioned the present application of the lady.

managers, ang hereby recommends to such of his
clergy a8 1ay think £it, to .preach a sermon and
make g collection in aid of the building fund.

And tho lady managers trust that this appeal
of the orphban and fatherless, to the Trotestant
sympatby of the Clergy and the Church, will
mect with a cheerful apd liberal response, and
ennblo the home to answer the increasing demands
made upon its present limited resources.

MARY A. MURRAY,
Hirst Direcloress.
ANNE MARY CRICKEMORE,
Secretary.

The following clergymen bave kindly responded

to the above appeal:
Collection tn Churches.
The Revs. W. Belt, Scarboro’ ...coiveeeeese. $16.00

Dr. Patton, Cornwall .....ccetenreceraracees oo 18.00
H. C. Cooper, Etobicoke 11.10
Mr. Godfrey, Huntloy...eeene wees 11,00
Mr. Leening, Chippawa. . 17.00
J. Bull, Barton ... . 2.00
W. Macaulay, Picton ..., cee ceeueeen . 12,00
Mr. Garrett, Dickenson’s Landing ... 3.00
C. L. Ingles, Drummondville....ieeu. 14.66
Mr. Viner, Greenwood ..uve oo servevravecnees 12.66
W. Jobnson, Weston ..eu.e.uenes e otsnussere 16.17
J. W. Beck, Peterboro’ w.eveeverennveraenaneees 18.00
Dr. Lett, St. George’s, Torobto seeeers. .o 26,78
F. E. Sanders, Coldwater ...iuvuunee . 8.00
W Brookman, Nissouri....eee e . 3187
Dr. Townley, Paris...cccewea o0 e 1075
Dr. Boomer, Galt .... . 18.60
Mr Ussher, Brauntford . . 3222
Mr. Bettridge, Woedstock coveenevenens conras 80.00
Dr. Scadding, Ioly Trinity, Toronto ...... 13.00
AMr. Denvoche, Toronto ......eceee weuees vroees 4.00
Mr. Jacobs, Manctooahning «oveciinnnienns 2,00
T. H. McCollum, St. Stephen’s, Toronto... 5.00
J. Vicars, Lindsay ..oeee.es cosserenssrereneare  4.00
J. Wilson, Grafton .ecieeeveee oo veeervnnsennne 4.00

J. Vanlinge wieeeicneieees cvrevsniecennnesrnsecees 10.00

A balance of $288 is still due for the erection
of the western addition, which tbe treasurers
trust they will be enabled to pay off before the

expiration of the year of office on the first of
June.

COLLECTIONS UP TO MARCH 28, 1861.

-—

STUDENT FUXD FOR 1911 YEAR.

Collections appointed to be taken up in the
several churches, chapels, and missionary ste-
tiong, in the Diocese of Toronto, on behsif of the
Student’s Fund, for 19th year, received between
the 12th and tho 28th ult, *

Previously announced eeeeees sevesses seaenn 9,93

Belleville, per Rev. J. Grieress veveenornnes  9.00
North Gower Village weeeeeeesseseese. $1.80
Ears .iee ccncieniinens cnee seeee . 246
Per Rev. G. W, Q. Groutseseee soveeeess 426
St. Peter’s Church, Crediti.ecseesee 8.07
Sydenbam- wiuis veserteesaiseserennens 1,26 -
Per Churchwardens v vevens s sersossnenes  9.82

-8 Collections amounting £0 aveess sssereeee 82,50

MISSION YUND, JANUARY COLLECTION.
Previously announced ...eveeeeses sossnoensons $628.93
St. Mary’s, Maveh 3
St, John's, ¢

Per Rov. J. Batler .uvveees veneereesvenen 8.20
St. John's, Berkeley, per Churchwardens  3.70
Belleville, per Rev. J. Grier wivveeeiennes 9,056
Trinity Church, Hawkesbury ...... 6.87
St. Johu’s, “ ereneens 108

Per Rev. J. G Armstrong w.ewveveesse 7,40

124 Collections amounting to ...u vee... $640.68
WIDOWS AND ORPIANS' FUND.
Previcusly announced........ «eereenees +..$1009.93

St. John’s, Whithy .eceveriveenns ... £2.60
St. George'’s, 0shawa .eureeennnns 2.50

Per Rev. J. Pentland.....uceevieiennnnns 5.00
Trinity Church, Tecumseth ... 11.73
St. Jobn’s, ¢ " weeee 106

Per Rev. Dr. Strong weeves weveiieenn, 1279
Thoruhill .ceeiieeiennene 8.00
Vaughan........ 3.20

Per Rev. E. . Dewar ..., ... _.— 6.20
Belleville, per Rev. J. Griex TN 8.86
Jordan cciiieencinneinnenenes sesennees 0.60
Yort Dalbousio .ieeee. coveeesseesnenes 8.00

Per Rev. Al Dixon coeveenes .o — _. 3.60

148 Collections amounting to .........51045.27

PAROCHIAL, BRANCIES,
Derry West, per Rev. R. Arnold .......B 18,77

Streetsville, per Churchwardcas...oeereene  50.08
Georgetown wieveevenee Cersaisian . 43.66
Stewartown sssssrnsstnsncsnns seasennes 2177

Per Rev. Dr. O'Meara ........ carennvensans 76,48

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS,
Rev. 8. F. Ramsay wuveeveecns sesseriorenenes one P 5.00

Col. Beresford..,......... ces stvere varrnesnns  5.00
T. C. Brownjohin, ESqu..veeeesessasacsansennens 10.00
Mre. Marsh coevnveces cveeseoence seres sivavoens .00

REPORT OF THE PRINCE EDWARD DIS.
RTICT BRANCH OF THE CHURCH SOCIETY.

At the end of the year thereremained;

a balance in the hands of the trea-

SUrCT, AMOUNLIDE 0 vevrrresrensvense £24 19
Amount collected by young ladies of

Picton since Fetruary, 1860 ... 21 6 8

Amount of April collection wueweee 2 9. 13
" July (L e 2 463
o October ¢ weneees 210 1

o collection on the Sunday
sfter Thanksgiving day ... 812 6

s of collections in Jan. 1861,
£26¢. 63d. and £2108, wvviveronennn 416 5}
£6117 9
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REIORT FROM TIHE OARRYING TLACE.

Amouut of Subscriptions during tho
FOOY secersneenes sreonenrnssnsanssrennsensld 16 0

Collections after Sermons.vviceseen 2 12 0
L8 7 0

¥ of collection 1869-60 sent Central
Board, Toronto e seeerieeerinsnnee 6 10 0
Students’ Fuod, collection v 2.9 1
Mission Fuud, ot o o 2 46
Widows and Orphnns, o 2101
Sustentation Fund, " v 312 6
Gon. Pur, Fund, Jan. ¢col. v 210 0

Total sont to Toronto. v eesereannen £18 16 8
To Marybourgh Missionary . w£26 0 0
¢ Garden Cottngo 8ohooliuvicarieiees 7 10 0
¢ Bunday School books and papers.. 8 0 0
¢« Joxton, for attendnncteeeviseesens.e 0 10 0
Prayor Books, Testnments, &¢ veeeree 7 1 6

£61 17 9

From IHillier, Marysburgh, Sophiasburgh, no

roport.
T. FOSTER,
See. pro. tem,

AN ESSAY ON PAROCHIAL VISITING.

Read before the Home District Clerical Association,
March 10th, 1861, by the Rev. W. S. Durling,
asnistant Minister of the Holy Trinity Church,
Toronto, and published by reguest.

No carncst minded parish priest can fail to bo
deeply alivo.to tho great necessity and importance
of tho rogular and systematic visitation of his
parishioners. Apart from all considerations of
profit to himself anl tho flock over which the
Holy Ghost has made biw overscer, hio i bound
to fulfil this part of his duty, 1f ho would decliver
his own soul from blood guiltivess, and if he
would be instrumental in delivering the souls of
others from the power and penalty of sin. It
may bo snfely said that no clergyman, however
ablo and cxemplary his other ministrations, ever
-oxerted that influenco for good over his flock, to
which he might legitimately havo laid claim, who
habitually fails to dischargo this part of his duty.
And whilo as an individual Lo thus looses power
over the individual members of bhis flock, the
ohurch at large, through tho snme fault, suffers
both in the estimation of her own children and in
the opinions of thoso who are without.

Daties of great importance and necessity how-
ever, aro_commonly duties of considerable .diffi-
culty, and that of pastoral visitation forms no
exception to this rule. It iay bo asserted with
somo confidence that it is au almost instinctive
féeling of tho difficuity of its proper and efficient
discharge, that deters some of tho clergy from
devoting themselves to this department of their
work with the zeal which they display in others.

Its dificulty arises from o great varicty of
énuses—but at present wo will advert to two only,
the first of which spriogs from ourselves, the
other arises from those to whom wo aro called to
ministor.

As regards ourselves, wo are tempted to shrink
from the fulfilment of this duty by the facling
that, in prospect at least, it is for the most part
very irksomo, and this feeling of repugnanco is
of course strongor in somo minds thsn athers, in
consequence of peculiarities of individual tem-

erament.

The fastidions man feels. himself repelled by
courso manners, and if his lot is ¢ast in a town
or oity ho will. at- times find" it nocessary to put
force upon himself, before ho can face the filth
and squalor and degzadation which not uunfre-

nquontly matks tho dwollidgs of the poor and
, vicious who speoially nocd his ministeations.

Tho young man whohappens to possess a shy
yor timid manner will bo sonsiblo of a. great and
i almost paioful offort before ho can bring himself
;i to calt upon thoso to whom porhaps he is an utter
, stranger, and to admonish those who it may be
I. aro fur his seniors in age.

l Tho carnest hearted and devout will be tempted
i to despair whon, on reviowing tho conversation
y which has taken place- botween himself and his
p parishioner, ho sces how then he failed in the
moral courage which was necessary to make somo
home thrust, and horo how ho allowed his most
direct appeal to bo parried by somo conventional
y phirascology, or somo miserablo common-place.
i . Tho great bulk of tho clergy feel that to spend
day aftor day in constant intercourse with those

i Who in education, feelings and social position, are, ; earncstness, aund ability altogother to avoid.
, 08 the great mass of their parishioners must ale | assumo an unroal and professional sort of gravity

ways be, iuferior in thosa respects to themselves;
yto labour in the proof of what is sclf-cvident,
. uften vithout suceess, to endeavour with tho like
!

are o8 proposterous as they are mischievous—to
meet with indifferenco which we' are unablo to
overcorae—with hardness which we arc powerless
to soften—with ignorance increased in a triple
panoply of presumption—to labour on among.
thoso with whom wo seem to have nothing in
common, and to labour oa with littlo apparentro-
sult, this is no small trial to our poor fecblo faith,
j and many who have begun this importent part of
y their work zealously and diligentiy, have allowed
such discouragemonts as havo been alluded to so
to cast thom down that they have becomo woary
oflw'lmt appeared to them go barren of good re-
sults,

arising from our lock havo been.also indicated,
this with yet greater brevity, Thoy may, not-
withstanding the vast variety of their aspects, be
summed up in this general assertion, that there
is to bo obscrved among all olasses an almost un-
conscious dread of our coming, as it were to too
close quarters with them on thoso matters which
influence their own spiritual state—an adroitness
in turning asido tho point of any observation
which may seomt to have any direot application
to their own individual cases; and a resolution
in all our intercourso with them to keep on the
safe ground of tho mercst generalitios. Before
leaving this part of the subject it may, for tho
sako of connexion bo obsorved, that we are our-
sclves almost as apt to shrink from oloser and
desper communion on these points as our par-
ishioners, and that the want of it is often as
deeply felt and deplored by them as by us.  As
wo are referring at present only to tho difficulties
of this portion of our office, any suggestion by,
which they may be overcome must bo postponed.

But besido tho difficultics whiocl encompass the
fulfilment of this duty, there are also great
dangers against which we riust ever:bo'on our
guard.  Dangers of which 'we- must all to a
greater or less degreo be sensible, and:which
threaton both our own solils, and the &sbduls of
thoso committed to our care.

Every parish must havo felt how much greater
the difliculties are- of ministering dircetly to the,
upper class of our parishioners, than to those of
.o moro humblo station, and in no department of
duty aro theso difficaltics more maaifest thaa in
purochial ministrztion. “There is a sort of con-
ventional restraint which embarrasses such.per-
sonswhea topics of a grave nature ard introduced.
which often Jeads to 50 great a feeling of discom-
Togt, on both sides as to prove a constant and too
frequently successful temptation to slip into'the

)

common place subjeots of ordinary convorsation,
and wo leave the houso with the un-utisfae t'or‘x
conviction that instead’of havipg paid n visit, wo
bave morely made “a call” It is not said-that
3uch oalls aro not of use, or that even if wo fail
in boing ablo to turn thom to boetter nccount, wo
should thereforo negloct them—nothing should
bo omitted by us which may tend to cultivate a
kind and friendly feeling between ourselves and
all tho members of our flock, and wo must not
consider oursclves exonerated from tho obligation
to attend to tho proper attentions and conven-
tionnlitics of society. It is mercly suggosted-
that the tomptation to bo satisfied with making

mero ‘‘calls’ upon tho highor class of our par-

resull to dirabuse their minds of errors, whichi

In thus brictly hiutiug at a fow of thoe difficulties
of thig work arising from ourselves, some of those , tho attempt to steer this middle colirse must be

ishioners, is a great danger to. which we are
cxpused, and which every consciontious clergyman
has folt—a danger which it requires unusuattact,
To

—to foel oursolves bound to.adopt a stiff and un-

,n,atuml mann2r is a mistake &0 great a3 to bo
!

seldom fallen into, uuless by young micn who

,unito great conscientiéusncss, and o deép sonsé

of tho responsibility of their offico with inex-
perionco nud iguorance of mankind—to drag:in.
the subject of religion upon all occasions,:is .59
offensive and indeed so irroverent that it has even
been productive of more harm than good. But
in avoiding ono crror wo aré bound to be very
watchful against the great danger of falling into
tho opposito mistake; inavoiding assumed gravity
wo must in our earlicr days éspeoially be watch-
fal aganst yielding to our natural levity, and in
guarding against our unwise introduction of* the
subject of ‘religion, we must be carcful lest wo
fallinto tho equally great error of leaving it out
altogether.

Every one however who ‘feels bound to make

ready to acknowledge how much moro easy it is
to]point the way to others than to follow it him-
sclf. .

Tho suggestion of Professor Blunt in his very
valuable book, ‘¢ Tho Dutics of the Parish Priest,”
that with the class of our parishioners alluded to,
our conversation on ordinary occasions should
be ccclesigstical rather than religious, appeats
the most judicious course that can bo adopted,
and the experience of the writer convinces him,
that it is in attempting to foliow out that sug-
gestion . that the best and most frequent oppor-
tunities occur for adverting briefly but naturally
to those deeper and more directly spiritual topics
to which wo should ever be anxicus to refer, re<
membering that the nature of the work we are
called upon to do iy nothing less than to ¢ win
souls to Christ.” }

In visiting our parishionera of the humble class
we aro at oace set freo from the difficultics whick
cucompass our pastoral intercourse with those
just alluded to, but wo meet with others hardly
less formidable in tho danger to which they
¢xposo both the shopherd and the sheep. As
this, however, is » puper read befdre those whé
haviog been for the most part for years in orders,
and not & treatige intended for the instruction of
thosé about to enter upon the work, .there
is no necessity as thero'is no space to enter upon
any detailed description of them. It mhy siffich
. give cxpression’to whit wo all Kave felt that
much of thé unprofitabléhéss of qur religious iff.
torcouise with this portion of our fldck is o

attribated o ol want. of sowie defaite of Ject in
bur visits, ‘We are too apt to * drop in ' upbs.e

‘parishioner of this cluss, withigat thinking of sny
‘special topié ‘of roligious faith of duty to beurged
apon hid atteition, and tlistofore, after the or‘d?':z
- 2

bary ghliitations and ¢oiimon places‘are dvér,
ofted febl' somewlit at & 1085’ how to prodetd,



THE ECCLESIASTIOAL GAZEITE.

51

- 4
and tho feoling being common both to ourselves
aud tho person visited, the time is apt to pass
away in o sort of objectlces phrochial gossip very
little profitable to cither party.

Tho great pecessity, 1ho great difficulty and
the great dangers of this part of our work having
thus been. briefly indicated, it seems better beforo
offering any suggestions for its cfficient fulfilment
to drew encouragement to attempt that fulfilment '
from the cqually brief consideration of its great |
rewards.

And first among thom stands the gront gift of
inward peace, Therois no duty (it may be said,)
to the faithful discharge of which God 8o immo-

digtely and abundantly vouchisafcs this blessed
return. Who hns not felt.on-sotting out in the
burning sun or the blinding snow for o long day’s
ride or drive overheavy lonely ronds, the irksome-
ness of the duty ho was about to yndertako; who
has not experienced tho reluctahco. with which,
at the imperious bidding of his conscience, ho has
closed his book or laid down his pen, to enter
upon this necessary—but less congenial occupas

n and never ventured to repine at the burden
of that necessity which was inwardly laid upon
him t6 preach the Gospel from house to bhouse.
And who that has thus gone forth, almost sor-
rowing but returned again rcjoicing—rejoicing,
but not that he had returned, but that he had
gone forth, feeling that notwithstanding all his
feebleness, and mistakes, and inefficicncy, yet
80 mereiful is the Master whom he scrves, that
He bas vouchsafed to accept his humble but
honest attempts to obey His will, and has lifted
up tho light of his countenance upon him and
given him the blessing of peace. The heart that
in the morning was weighed down by tho thought
of the weariness of the work, is now, cven amidst
bodily fatigue, singing with calm and boly joy,
and hie lies down knowing not at which most to
marvel, his own slowness and selfishuess in
ehrinking from or hesitating in th discharge of
euch a duly, or the greatness of his Saviour's

from any sermon you may hear him preach—pro-
foundly ignorant of their modos of thought aud
expression—to the old yyoman, who sat with open
mouth driuking in his grand words and lofty
thoughts with wondering admiration, you havo on
Monday morning to expluin what was tho leading
idea which ho had been cndeavouring to enforce,
for you find that she had not gained the faintest
glimmer of his real meaning.

Tho man of God should be thoroughly furnished
for his work—lic ought to have that intcllectual
training which cducation bestows, he must have
that knowledgo of the needs of his people’s souls
whioch intercourse with them can alone convoy
before. ho can prove himself ¢a workman that
needeth not bo ashamed.” Tt is in the houses, of
hi3 parishioners that ho will gather tho ideas for
his ‘most .cffective sermouns, aud’ it i3 there also
that howill graduaily leara the language and the
illustrations in which those ideas can be most
forcibly and clearly set forth As regards our
flocks, I nced hardly say to this audience how
undoubted are the benefits resulting to them
from the wise and affeotionato discharge of this
part of our duty, how difficultics are cxplained,
how misapprehensions are overcome, and how
indifference to religious duties turned through
Qod’s graco into carnestoess,

Neituer need I enlargo upon the unequalled
power which it possesses in winning for us that
place in our people’s hearts which rightly used is
one of our niost potent instruinentalities for good.
On these points much might be said whicn cannot,
bowever, without presumption be said to.those
who are now addressed, and therefore wo will
pass on to the consideration of some suggostions
for the carrying out of this work—suggestions
which have borne the test to a greater or less ex-
tent of practical experience, and which though
they cannot present much of novelty to those who
have been long in orders may nevertheless be
possibly of some usc to our less experienced
bretbren.

love and condescension in granting to so poor n
servicosuch & rich reward.

t

First, as regards country parishes.

it extromely irksomo to visit, and whom there-
forohoistempted to passover, though perhapsthey
moro than any other requivo his pastoral care.
Again thero are families who live in somo out af
the way corner of the mission, far from tho
roads which he is acoustomed to travel, and who
in conscquence aro (without any deliborato in-
tention,) apt to be overlooked. And onco moro
there aro parishioners who live closo at hand,
whoso houses are just over the way—and who, be-
csuso thoy can bo visited at any time, ave therefore
often Lnrdly visited at all. Now it appears to
tho writer that the adoption of tho system of
“routes,” in somo onc of which cach ono of
these families has its placo, is tho most cffestual
remedy against the danger of theso noglects—
supposing of courso that each of them is con-
scientiously followed until every fumily belonging
to the church and resident upon them had been
visited. Besido this dangor of neglect thore is
the almost. greater danger of ¢ favouritism:”
Thero are o fow familics in the parish perhops,
who from social position, manners, aud education
form tho naturally congenial society of the clor-
gyman end household, snd our iatercourse with
them may (within reasonablo bounds) be moro
close and frequent than with tho rest of our
parishioners, without much 1risk of offence or
Jealousy on their part, But if our intimacy with
them lcads to manifest neglect of thoso in &
humbler sphore, then wo must bo prepared for
the existence, if nct tho display, of discontent.
A moro dangerous and amore frequent temptation

’to favouritism is met with in those families who

though on o social equality with their neighbours,
aro their superiors in tho caramestness and de-
voutness of their christian character, and in the
hearty and understanding nature of their attach-
ment to the Chureb. Itisa greatrefreshment to
the clergyman to visit such persons, and his visits
are welcomed by them with great and unfeigned
pleasure, but by yiclding too frequently or cx-

clusively to the gratification it affords, offenco

One of, the great. difliculties with which the .'

has been given to a whelo neighbourhood, and
tho lclergyman’s juflucuco scriously crippled.

In addition to this, however, wo havo another ' country clergyman has to contend, is the usually | Now tho adoption and {nithful carrying out of
inducement to the fulfilment of this part of our!'wide extent of his iwuission, aud the thinly ; the systens of *routes™ will tend to guard us

work in the addition to our knowledge which we
obtain from close personal intercourso with even
the most unlettered of our flock—Lknowledge
which is sbsolutely necessary to the efficicent
discharge of our duties, and which cannot be
otherwisc obtained, Clergymen who have been'
highly cdueated, but who from circumstances
have never been thrown inteintimate contact with
tho untaught mind, are often so manifestly want-
ingin this description of’ knowledge that it lxast

H

been one means of ‘keeping_ alive that most pre- !

posterous of all fallncics that ever seized upon % acquainted <vith the locality to which ho has
the mind of an vureflecting mob, viz., that bigh  teen appointed Le should divide his mission into

intellcctual culture is not necessary for thel
clergy. Nothing scems a more unquestionable !
troth than tbis, that those amongst us who by
éircumstances have been debarred from the pos-
gession of this advantage, whatever other know-
Tedge théy may posscss, or however efficiently they.
may uso it, arc not equal to what they would
{lemselves bave Leen had they enjoyed that
thorough mental ‘training which 4 proper uni-
vergity course honestly and bicartily improved is
cslculnted te convey. Dut wo must also remen-
ber that it is very possible indeed for ome who
has enjoyed all the advantages of such a course
to be comparatively speaking o Very -ipefficient
¢lergymsn for want of that knowledge which no
such ‘training can- convey, and wWhich he can ob-
tsin only through close and kindly intercourse
with bis people in pastoral visitation.

"Such & man éan form no idea of the sltitude of

the diilettered mind, e is, a8 you mey Jearn

scattered character of the pepulation. Great
expenditure of tinme and labour i8 necessarily in-1
volved in the production of comparatively small
results, for a longer period js frequestly required
to reach his distant parishioners, than to visit
them when he has avrived at their abode—system,
thercfore is very necessary in order to overcome
this difficulty and to render this department of
our work thorough and satisfactory. One of the
first measures which the writer ventures to sug-
gest is that g5 senn as the clergyman is sufficiently

“routes,” which from the regular manner in
which our roads are laid out in the settled parts
of the country is generally (though not invariably)
o matter of little difficulty. These *‘routes,”
pumbered or otherwise distinguished, should, in
the fulfitment of our ordinary visitation, bo sys-
tematically. followed up, and never left uniess for
«&ick visits,” or dome other equally urgeat call,
until e¥ery houschold within their limits who
will accepl our minisfrations has been visited,

T'venture to think, from some experience, and
from many. blunders made during its course, that
to adopt some such arrangement and faithfully
to adherc to it, is productive of bencfits far-he:
youd the mere systematic character which ‘it
would give.to our efforts, .

Every, parish priest must havo -felt that their,
are certain families within: his ‘cure, .who from
viciobs babits, indifference 'to . religion, dislike to

against tho evil of * favouritism ” on the one hand
as cffectually as against the esil of neglect on
the other, yet it will prove sufficiently clustic to
jallow us to pay a somewhat lirger measure of
attention to tho more carnest and prominent
members of our fluck; while it will keep us from
i the sin and danger of altogether overlooking those
who are remoto in position, humble in station, or
cold and indifferent in rehgion.

Supposing, however, that we have resolved to
adopt sume such system as the ouc suggested, the
thoughtful and conscicutious clergyman will ask
himself how be is to render these systanatic and
periodical visits most profitable to those conf-
mitted to bis carc.

In an carlicr part of this paper, when adverting
to the difliculties of this work, the unprofitable-
ness of jiclding to an objceticess parochial gossip
was weutioned as one with which we should mect
cspecially when our visits becomo frequently
vepeated. In avoiding this temptation by the
introduction of dircctly religious topics, wo shall

|l fiud, without some previvus cure, that wo shall

be prone almost unconsciously to recur to tho
same gubjects again and agajn, and then run the
risk of reudering our visits tedious and unaccopt-
aule, To cecape.this error, somo clergymen cca-
fino their conversation over-much (tho writer
bumbly ventures to thiok) to.merely seoular
subjects—tho weather, the crops, sud the markets
must more or less come up sxong an sgricultiral
people, but if we would be faithful jn our, work,

ite mibisters, or 3 Variety of other.csuses he find

they must soon be left for Ligher topics, or made
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gubservient to their inculeation to do so naturally
and without constraint, is a talent well worthy
of thought and cultivation on tho part of every
clorgyman who desires through divine grace to
hecomo “* an able minister ef the New Testament.”

Ouo monns of asoiding these Wifficultics which
the experienco of the writer leads him respect-
fuily to suggest to his brethrea is the desweability
of the priest before setting out on tho ordinary
visitation of tho parish, tu sclect sonmo one sub-
jeot, and resolve that unloess deterred by some
special reason, he will draw the conversation
tawards thut particular doctrine or duty in every
Louse which ho enters, ndapting his application
of it, as far as his tact and judgment aids him,
to the difforent character and circumstances of
tho soveral familics.

On ono round of visitation, the subject of pri-
vato prayer may bo the topic chosen. On tho
next rouud, the duty of family prayer may
bo enforced. Yublic worship, tho Holy Com-
munion, the duty of joining in the ginging, or in
tho responses; the responsibulities of parents;
truthfulness; honesty; almsgiving; in fact tho
whole round of tho faith and practice may by
degrees bo presented in this way to our flocks in
their moro simple and praction! aspects. The
adoption of somo such plan gives a point aod
profit-to our visits which they can never possess,
if paid without plan or objcct. A singlo word
entered in our parish noto book will guard us
against a too speedy ropetition of tho snino sub-
ject in the samo *roate,” and the wido scopo
supplied by all these suhjects affords the means
of bringing.them homo with greater or less dis-
tinctness in tho way of warning, exhortation, or
encouragement to the various classes with whom
we may come in contact,

It will have been observed that hitherto the
writor hins spoken of ordinary visstation only, by
which, of course, is meant those regular poriodi-
cal visits which are called for by no specinl cir-
cumstances, buyond tho carncst desiro of the
ditigent parish pricst to dischergo his duty, and
to benefit his flock. The regularity of this work
will, however, bo frequently interrupted by the
necessity of paying visits of a special 'chnmolcr,
arising from the occurrence in tho parish of sick-
ness or affliction, and moro comrmonly still
by tho oft-recurring absence of somo of the
congregation from public worship, and somo of
tho communicants from the Holy Eucharist. The
visitation of tho sick is a subject which ought not
to Lo omitted in such o paper as the preseat,
and if time will permit, tho writer hopes beforo
concluding to mako somo remarks upon this most
diflicult but imperative duty. In the meantime,
howould draw yourattention toa planwhich though
possessing nothing very novel or brilliant has
novertheless boen found in the expericnco of tho
writer very useful in n small community in bring-
ing pastoral influcnce to bear on thoso who were
irrogular in attendanco at cburch or uunfrequent
in their approach to the tablo of tho Lord.

We must alt have felt how casy it_is, even
in swall congrogations, to overlook tho absence
of somo of our ordinary worshippers. Wo at
last detect the fact that his place i3 vacant,
or it is, perhaps, meationed to us, and then
it strikes us that it has been so for a con-
siderablo time, and wo wonder that we did
not observo it bofore. We resolve that we
will go and see him without delay; but some
urgent duty on tho Monday detains us from
our purposo, and then porbaps it cscapos our
recollection, and in this way weeks will sometimes
g0 by before we fulfil our purpose, and that with-
out intentioral neglect on our part,

Now, it is to guard against this, that in small
fixed congregations the plan alluded to is recom-

mended--it simply consists in having a small
book in which aro cutered the names of the
various ocoupants of the pows or benches in tho
{johurch or churches whercin wo ministor, and
| opposite tho names a column (or where thoro is a
jl double service, two columns) for cach Sundiy
|| In running the cyo down tho list of names it is
'nstomslnng how accurately, at all evonts after a
!,limo practico, wo can decido upon tho presence
(ot absenco of its owner. A mark set down in tho
ycolurn shows that the person.opposite whoso

namo 1t stands was at church—the waunt of that
” mark proolaims to our eye the fuot of his nbsenco.
Qur Sunday evening's work should bo the filling
up of this book, and making the list in our noto
book of tho absentees; and in a village oharge it
has & most powerful influence, if, during tho
week, we can manage to call upon them. This,
‘howovcr, in an extended rural parish, where a
iclergyman has two or three stations to serve on
ytho same day, would be impossiblo; but tho

adoption of tho plan is highly beneficial even then,
for thongh it would manifestly bo far beyond our
power to make a special visit on tho occurrence
| of every casual absence, yet our church attend-
yanco Look, if carefully kept, (and to do so involves
jvery little trouble,) would provent us from over-
looking cases of very frequont irregularity, or of
]continucd absence, and mako our peoplo feel
that their negloet in this particular would be
Isure to bring us to their houses, and be made the
subject of kindly but uncomfortablr rcmon-
strances.
| Another list in the same book, consistizug of tho
{ names of the communicants, with a column headed
ywith tho date of cach celebration of the Holy
; Communion, and treated in the samo way, would
be found of the greatest service both to pastor
lnud people, and when the average number of
| comnunicauts vary from ten to thirty, there can
bo no possible difficulty in keeping such a record.
Therc i3 ono more suggestion which, with all
deference, I would submit to the consideration
jof my brethren engaged in tho rural districts,
i A youngclergyman generally and very naturally
. endeavours to bring his influence to bear upon the
heads of the familics committed to his care. IHe
feclsloss difficulty with thoscniors of theflock than
tnith the young peoplo. e is too much on a level

n o paternal way, and his dread of their regard-
ing the subject of religion aa at all evonts without
interest, if not absolutely a bore, renders him
anxiou: to hold communion chiefly with those
who readily recogaise his office, and acknowledgo
the importance of his work,

As a matter of fact, howevor, tho elder mem-
{ bers of our flock are usually those who aré most
ydufficult to direct. Their religious viows, if they
yever havo any, are usunlly fixed, and have
_become part of themselves—their prejudices are
often sbsolutely inveterate—their standard of
perfection is usually the practice of some clergy-
mau whom they kuew in their youth, and whether
that practico was risht or wrong, to vary from it
lays bim who does 8o open to disapproval or per-
haps opposition, The children and youth of the
parish are thoso, to tho instruction and improve.
moat of whom ho should chiefly dircot his cfforts.
1o n strictly rural mission, Lowever, the great
difficulty is to attain this object Sunday is a
day so fully occupied in the celebration of the
public services at two or thres churches, many
miles distant from cach other, that the country
clergyman can do littlo or notbing in the work of
the Sunday School. He finds it impossible to get
teachers. Ifhe succeeds in doing s, they are
often the very embodiment of incompetenocy; and
even when they are zealous and cfficient, it is only
the children who are within a reasonable distance

with them in point of ycars to be able to treat them |

from tho church who aro ablo to ttend. A large’
proportion, therefora; of tho childran of the mis-
sion must, even under tho most favourablo
ciroumstances, grow up with very littlo roligious
intercourse with their pastor, and consequently,
as n general rule, with httlo intelligent grounding'
in their faith and duty as christians and church.
men.

Now, an adaptation of tho system of parochial
visitatiou might bo turncd into a remody for this
stato of things, aud thuagh the wlea about to bo
namod did not suggest itsclf to the writer untjl
nearly the closo of his connexion with o rural
parish, yot a somcwhat extensive subsequent
expericnco among tho young, convincos hiam of
its perfect practicability, and of tho vory great
benofits both to old and young, which might
reasonably bo expected from it.  Certain loval
ities in the mission whero sovoral church
fumilies veside, shoalt bo fixed upon, and the
clorgyman should appoint a certain day aftor
school hours, when he would visit the partioular
house, in that locality, which was most centrally
or conveniently situated, tho object of tho visit
should be for the express purposo of instruoting
and catechising tho children of that family. The
children of the neighbours should bo requested to
attend, and tho elder members of the soveral
households should bo inwited to Lo preseat, if
agreeablo to themsolves. A reasouably good
catechist, who sought to cultivate with the young
o genial and somowhat vivacious manaer, and
who (by previous preparation) proved himself
clear in statements, and fertido in iltustration,
would not want catechumens among tho young,
or auditora among the old. One such gathering
would do more good than half o dozen sermous.
Tho power which would thus be obtained over
tho young, would bo greater than can be ecasily
expressed ; tho interest of parents in the instruc-
tion of their childron, would lead them heartily
to support such endeavours for their good, while
they would themsolves gaia mauvy a losson which
it would otherwise be iimpossiblo to convey.

. Having thus brought beforo you such suggaes-
tions a3 from experieaco and observation appoar
‘to the writer most important in carrying out the

work of parochial visitation in country missions,
let us now turu our attention to scmo cousidera-
tions connocted with the same work in large towns
or cities.

Tho genoral feeling on the part of the country
clorgy i3, if [ may judgo of them by my owa,
that o town charge affurds scope for much more
satisfactory labour, in consequence of tho groator
accessibility of the people, their prosimity to the
churqh, and, generally speaking, their greater
‘intclhgencc No one of course demes that in

towns we do cnjoy theso advautages, but there
!are a varioty of obstacles to bo mot with in a
dense population which far more than counter-
balance them. Indeed, tho difficultics of regular,
systematic, satisfactory pastoral work m o large
towa parish ave, as we aro at presont situated,
overwhelmiongly great, and in cadeavouring to
reduco one’s ideas to order, a focling of bewi!der-
ment i3 experionced; and now after & period of
nearly twonty years passed in parochial work,
and spens iu nearly equal proportions between
tho country and the’ towa, thoe writer has litille
hesitation in asserting that though the city is the
more important, the country is, on tho whole, the
most satisfactory sphers of work.

The dificulty of town work arises, first, from
the great mass of persons to be attended to, and
sccondly, from the multiplicity of occasional duty,
arising from this dense population aud neccssarily
interrupting tho work of parochial visiting; and
thirdly, from the insignificant number of the
olergy, as compared with the large masses to

l
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whom they are colled to minister. Tho time
required by the clergyman in town for preparing
for his public duties is usually greater than that
demanded of his rural brother, inasmuch as
services in the samo church and congregation ave
more frequent.  When, amidst bewildering hurry,
Ao has prepared for sermons, lectures, catechiz-
ings, and biblo classes, ho will i:md his tinio eaten
up Ly numberless, yet unavoidable occasional
duties. Tho poor will devour his mornings, and
tho investigation and relief of their distress docs
tauch, at least in winter, to consumo his after-
noons. Tho siok, of which ho is sure to have a
permanent list, must be visited; tho dead must
bo interred—a duty that involves a great expend-
ituro of time. Ho is algo sure to be placed upon
various committees, whose meotings being almost
invariably fixed for the afternoon, which is his
most valuable timo for regular pastoral work,
seriously interferes with its cflicient discharge.
With all these draw-backs, it is no marvel that
parochial vigitation in towas, with the great
number of people, and tho small number of clergy,
ghould bo very inadequately carried out, and
no ono who kas had any practical experience
in Guch & sphero of duty can wonder that com.
plaints of parochial neglect should be loud and
frequent on tho part of those who nover, perbaps,
reflect ugon the countless calls upon a clergyman’s
tie and encrgics.

Lvans, in his valuable work on * The Bishopric

|

|

i

ghephord of a definite, but often wandering and " 4th. The gencral worshippers (pow-holders or
wayward flock, into the chosen chaplain of thoso| attondants) at the church m which wo minister,
comparatively few who, porhaps, least nced his Any ono ablo to reflect must know that when
caro; hence, clergymen may bo head to declare |j ono clergyman (or evon two in a populous parish)
that a8 no limits aro assigned thom, they hold | has attended to theso various classes, ho can havo
thomselves responsiblo for only those who attend ) but littlo time to give to nuother and most impor-
their church, anfl that they recognise no claim of jj tant class, of responsibility for whom no earnest-
right on tho part of uny others, either to temporal | hearted pavish priest, who secks to realize the
rcliof ovspiritual ministration, i. ©., they becomo jj value of the souls for which Uhrist died, can
ohaplains of those who, having some earnestuess  wholly divest his mind, however occugiod he may
about their souls, chc.so, of their own merofjbe. I mecan
notion, to placo themselves under his pastoralj O6th. Thegreat mass of earoless, worldly, ignor-
eare, by renting or ocoupying sittiogs in thojjant, Godless, and vicious people, who throng on
church which he is appointed to serve. overy side, and who, though christiaus in name,
Tho temptation to act in this way arising from y privilego, and responsibality, ave heathens, and
our present want of ccclesinsticnl order is ox-}| often worso in lite and practice.
tremely great, but it is a courso of action very| ~Now, according to the theory of our churols,
different from tho vow of our ordination, * that|{ these aro part of our flock, and a part of it requir-
wo would seck Christ’s sheep, which aredispersed || ing very carnest, wise, and loving lnbour, and yot
abroad, and for His children who are in the jjhow miserable are tho attempts which, with our
midst of this naughty world, that they may bo countlesscngagements, and insiguificant numbers;
saved through Chrise for ever.” wo are able to mako on therr Lehalf. These are
Such, howeser, being the state of things cxist- j Christ’s sheep, which through their own way-
ing in our principal towns and cities, we bad | Wardness indeed nre dispersed abroad; these are
bettor enquire how we may best fulfil the impor- |, his children, deeply errring and disobedient it is
tant part of our work, under the dificultics || true, but still his children, who are in the midst
alluded to. of thig naughty world, and whom, with his own
Our communicants or pew-holders—or where || commission, He hath sent us forth to seck, that,
thero aro no pews, the regular worshippers in the [ being saved through Him, they may not, by
cliurch which o servo, have unquestionably 1he | Teasun of their sin, perish undor a deeper con-
first claim upon our pastoral attention. Where o || demnation than the heathen can ever know.

1

-of Souls,” scts down eight as the average number , Church is pewed, the clergyman baving only to
-of parochial visits which & olorgyman, in o good, apply to his churchwardens for an absolutely
sized parish in England, should pay daily. This [ correct list of the names and residences of the
is o high average cven in such circumstances, to [ holders thereof, can have no excuse for omitting

What then, in the way of pastoral visitation,
can be done on their behalf?

There aro many of course who utterly refuse our
ministrations, in consequenco of schigm,

They place themselves beyond our reach by de-

bo maintained steadily throughout tho yoar.
Expericnece convinces tho present writer that five
wigits daily is as high an averagoe as even a very
diligent priest can maintain, atter the fulfilment
of tho multifurious other dutics which in & city
gre forcedupon bim.  As Saturday must generally
be regarded as & dies non, as far as visiting is
concerued, (unless it be to the upper class of his
parishioners,) ko has but five days in the week
for tho prosecution of this work, sud if, with tho
other calls upon his time, he can maintain tho
aate of five visits a day, or ono thousand two
Juadred and fifty in tho course of tho year, he
caumot faitly accuse himself of idlencss. The
writer has kept up tho averago to eight, or two
thousand in twelve months, but it was, when
being little known, the calls for the dischargo of
wconsional duty weire comparatively fow.

The question presents itself, how in tho denso
population of a city shall the system of visitation
be carriced on, S0 83 to bo most cfficient? Itis a
-question which is not casy to answer, if we regard
wurselves as responsible for all who, in o certain
ocality, would be willing to accept our miuistra.
tions, which is certainly the theory of the church,
There aro two circumstances, however, which in’
4his country tend to obscuro this theory, and to
{ura the clergy into the chaplains of the few, and
not the spiritual pastors of many. These are,
&rst, the want of properly constituted parishes
with clearly defined territorial limits; second, the
prevalence of tho pew system. The operation of
these two facts is very injurious both upon priests
and people. The first leaves tho clergyman with-
out any knowledge of where his work commences,
or where it ends. He is sent forth with the most
awful responsibility resting upon him, respon-
sibility for tho welfaro of immortal souls, but he
is not told who thoss aro for whom he has to
answer. With the burden of this indefinite
<harge resting upon him, and after suffering from

the bewildering hopelessness of being able tol|-

fulfil it, the second fact, namely, tho pow system
comes in, and presents an almost irresistible
¢emptation to sink from the bigh character-of the

to vigit them, and in carrying out that visitation,
ho might easily proceed upon those gencral
principles which have been adverted to as ncces-
sary for tho cfficient discharge of this duty in
villago or rural parishes.

In a large church which is absolutely freo, the
difficulty of this dopartment of pastoral work is
immeuasely increased by the extremo, and often
insupcrable difficulty of learning tho names and
residences of the worshippers. If o clergyman
assumes o district of the town as that which
naturally pertains to his church, and confines
bimself thereto, he leaves uavisited, it may be,
tho larger part of his congregation, who, perhaps,
reside beyond the limits to which ho directs his
cfforts, while thoy aro not visited by tho clergy-
man within whose bounds—or rather supposcd
bounds—they live, because they are not pew hold-
ors or attendants at his church; and the result is,
that smarting under the idea of negleot, thoy
often become nlienated from the church, and
unite themselves with some dissenting body.

QOn the other hand, however, if he devotes him-
self to the very arduous task of endcavouring to
discover and visit those who actually form his
congregation, he will find it necessary to traverse
the whole city, and will often spend so much time
iu looking for those whom he does not kaow, that
homust neglect those with whom he is acquainted,
and thig, from want of thought or knowledge of
tho multiplicity of his cugagcments, will often
prove a cause of offence to such persons.

The order, then, in wbich (it appears to the
writer) wo should devote ourselves to this part of
our work, is the following:—

1st, To the sick, some of whom in a large town
will always be upon our list,

2u0d. To the poor, the urgency of whase suffer-
ings, espccially in the winter, often brook mo
deluy, and the dauger of being deceived by whom
is 80 great as to demand personal investigation.

3rd. To the communicants, especially those of
the humbler class who have 1ecently been con-
firmed. This isakind of parochial visiting which,
carried or in a kindly, earnest spirit, is often fol-
lowed by great rewarde.

claring themsclves attached to various dissenting
bodics, and chrisnans They not uufrequently
avoid good influenco from every quarter, by
agserting to the denominational minister that
they aro strong churchmen, whilo they declare to
the clergyman that they belong to **tho meet-
ing;” many among them, however, profess to
belong to tho church, but as they habitually
abstain from all rehgious worship, there is no
way to discover them but by regulnr domiciliary
visitation, begun at onc cad of every street, and
carried on faithfully and impartially to tho other.
Now, after years of effort in this special work, an@
thousauds upon thousands. of applications made
ot tho doors of the houses in the noighbourhood
whercin he ministers, the writer has been brought
to the conclusion, that without a large increase
in tho staff of olergy, it is & work that cannot
adequately be carried out by tho parish priost—
in fact it i3 not tho work of tho priest at
all, but that of the doacon. In the practical
abeyance of that office in tho church, tho system
of Iay co-operation, known by the name of
district visiting, hag been rosorted to, often with
good effect. Wo cannot, however, cxpect a
human device, howover cxcellent, to produce
results which would flow from a divine institution,
and therotore, while district visiting is under
propor direction, most useful and desirable, we
nced something more regulur and systematie, and
more immediately under tho controlling hand of
the clergyman.

In view of the difficultics which appear to sur-
round the question of the restoration of the
diaconite, tho writcr has been convinced that
measures involving little outlay might be adopted
in town parishes, which would sccuro us many of
tho advantages which would arise from the
restoration of the order named, and which advan-
tages we could secure at once, without waiting
for tho settlement of the vexod question alluded to.

In carrying on parochial work with the assist-
ance of others a cleric should be recognised ag
such; and a laic shounld remain distinctly a laic,
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The confusion in the popular mind on the nature
of tho distinction between them is already suffi-
ciently great witbout our doing ought to render
it greater. Tho writer, thercfore, is conscien-
tioualiy .
}ay missionnries or acrif.turo readers,
employed in cvers town parish with tho most;
beneficial effect.

If tho territorinl limits of cach parieh wero,
defincd, 8 young man of respeotability and intelli-

opposcd to all such names and offices as
Ho thinks, "
howerver, that a Iny assistant as such might be,

;judgo by his own cxpcricnco{ to bo too careful of |
the apirit in which it is fulfilled; thero is a strong
Itondoucy to allow it to sink down to the lev.2 of
i 8 duty which we daro not neglect, but which we
j roluctantly perform, jnstead of regarding it s o
labourof lovo tobo gladly undertaken out of regard
to tho souls for whom Chrigt died,

Not to be weary in well-doing, is n scriptural
precept which very strongly applies to this
department of our work, and tho ouly way to,
avoid such weariness to which our poor, weak,

|
f

-

bearing upon our dutics than for the forms of
prayer which thoy provide. In Bishop Arm-
strong’s beautiful littlo manual howerver, called
¢+ The Pastor in his Closet,” wo have an aid to
our devotion which no clergyman should bo with-
out. If thoso beautiful prayers could be slightly
ro-cast, and if evening devotions could bo added
to them breathing tho samo spirit of devout
humility and loving tender care for thio immortal
well-being of Christ’s Church aud people, and tho
same anxious desiro for grace,to enablo ua to fulfil

genco might be engaged Tur some sixty pounds worldly hiearts are o proue, is to maintain, by all jour dutics toward them it would bo n gift foa
For annum, whoso ostensible character should e, proper nicans, a deep and Jively senso of tho,| which no parigh priést could be too thankful.

that of a parochinl church book agent, as beside

the good arising from tho work suggested by tho

namo of his office, it would afford a suficicnt and

accoptable reason for his visits to tho parishioners
without tho appearance of unauthorised intrusion.

Hle should endeavour to scll at fair prices Bibles,

prajer books, and sound publications of s

religious character; and such profit as should

accrue from tho sale, should bo his own per-

quisite, .

His field of operations should of course, be
the parish with which he is connected. Ho
should leave no atreet, court, or lane, until ithad
been thoroughly visited, and o xecord mado of all
the inhebitants, with such particulars as he
conld gather regarding thoir rcligious opinions, |
characters, aud circumstances.

It should be bis duty to adord every iaforma-
tion to tho families visited, concerning the purish’
churod, the hours of scrvices, Sunday and d

|

s priceless valuo of the souls committed to our
! care, and of tho weight of responsibility develv- |
ing upon us.

Thero aro two or three methods which, in the
judgment of tho writer, should tend to produco
theso results.

The firet is the frequent study, after the Holy
Scriptures, of good, carnest-toned books on the
duties of tho ministerial office. Among the many
difficultics and discouragements with which wo
aro cncompassed, it is onc of tho most hopeful
signs of tho times that so many of such books
should bo written, and that they should be so
eagerly read. I

Brydge’s, thou,a somewhat out of date, and,
very distinctly belonging to the Jower school of
theology, contains, especially in the earlier portion, i
much that is useful. Evans’ Bishopric of Soulsis.
invalunble. Munro on Parochial Works, though |
mostly adapted to England, has much that is ex-

Lastly, to kegp us alive to tho greatness of our
work and to obtain tho grace.which is neccssary
to doit, we nced, as hias been well said, ¢‘a broader
and decper stream of prayoer than can flow from
our own souls.,” We¢ very urgently need the
prayers of our people—but this blessing which.
they have it in their power to confer upon us, we:
receive, it is to bo feared, but sparingly. This
sad truth that our people are more disposed to:
criticiso than to pray for us, may in sume dogroe-
be attributed to the too gencral ncgléct of the
Ember scasons, and it has often scemed to the
writer, that if somo special forms of prayer were
distributed among our people and carnest ex-
hortations to use them on our bebalf during these
seasons, were addressed to them, that many of
tho more devout and stablo souls might bo lodi
to perform this duty on our bebalf who now from.
mero forgetfulness neglect it.

1f morcover, in these days when special and:

schools, the names nud residenco of tho clergy, | cellent, his sermons on tho responsibilitics of the, additional services are being suggested, ths
with their willingness to minister to any oney ministcriulofﬁcearoycrysenrcbingnndawnkening.. Bishop with the sanction of the Synod wounld

needing their services, and in cases of poverty, ) Blunt's Duties of tho Parish Priest; Hegatis’|
gioknesy, or aflliction, to report them to the parish | Bmber lours; and last, and perhaps best of all,

priest without delay.

1o should bo cxpected to be present in the
Sunday School, provided with a completo register
of all the cbildren, with their names, ages, nnd
places of nbode. A list of those absent hould
be made by him, and his invarisble work ou
Monday (and if necessary on Tuesdsy) skould be
to visit tho parents of these children, ascertain
tho cause of absence, nud cxhort them to regu-
arity.

: luycaacs wlcre books or tracts were not likely
to bo purchased, ho might bo furnished with
somo of tho latter for distribution,

Oun 8aturday, & day when all visitation of the
poar should bo abstained from, his duty should
bo to enter fairly in books, to be kept for that
purpose, a report of tho week's work. These
books should be indexed, one for the names of
the familics, the other with the names of tho
streets, and each name should Lo entered in both
books.

With such an assistant, constantly revolving
round tho parish, the clergyman would obtain a
hold upon it which could vot othorwiso ho ob-
tainod, o large amount of valuable time would bo
saved, and his pastoral visits would be directed
to those quarters whero thoy were most likely 6
bo efficient.

Tho remarks and suggestions which have now
been made on this very important subject, have,
notwithstanding all attempts at brevity, extended |
far beyond what the wruter originally antcipated |
or intended. He must, therefore, relinquish the
purpose previously expressed, of adverting to
that difficult department of pastoral ministration
~—the vimung of the sick—n duty of imperious
obligation, to treat of which with point and clear-
nees, and yet more to dischaige which with pro-
per cffcot, demands 8 wisdom, tenderness, skill,
and devotion, to which the. writer is not presump-
tuous enough to lay claim.

As regards.thay part- of our office which has

{

|

,l

the Bishop of Oxford’s ordiuation addresses, aro
;books that we should often read, and being so
read, they could hardly fail to rouse us to that
diligence and Inbour that becomes our office.

Secondly—There is great nced that we should
bo more devout in our supplications to Him who
is the Great Shepherd and Bishop of all our souls,
that he would grant unto us such measures of
Iiis own Spirit, as will make us able ministers of
the New Testament, for who, in the painful con-
viction of bis own weakness and unworthiness,
bas not felt that it must be a power that is more
than human, that can coable us to fulfil so
weighty a work as that to which we aro called.

The love of Christ must vonstrain us to love
and labour for thosc whom He has redeemed, or
else our work will grow cold and formal, but
that lovo can only be made to glow with a
calm and steady radiance by the bieath of the
Divine Spirit shed upon our hearts in answer to
our curncst supplications.

We are full of weakness however, we know

j what is right Lut wo often fail in its perfurmance,
we want belp in almost every thing, and
nothing more than in our prayers for our people.
{Evan’s in his Bishopric of Spuls tells us that the
parish priest comes in from his clergy’s work,
with his heart and mind full of the needs and |
j dengers of Ins fluck, end faling down before God ;
pours furth in unpremeditated words his earncst
Imlcrccssxons on their behalf. Ie asserts thaty,
yfurms of prayer are wsufficieat fur such moments
and ecrve tv hamper rather than io help un.y
i Duubtless thero are such moments, and ho can he;
littlo in carnest in s awful wurk who has not|
experienced them, but atall events for us feebler
and less ardent souls—these moments are the
cxception and not the rule, and wearied and
jaded with long continued labour, we often nced
the help that carnest and holy forms provido; ,of
this kind of help-howover the clergy bave com-
paratively little  Helo’s Offices are more valuable

l

|
{
|

|

frame a form of prayer for those times, having a3
muck reference to those already at work, as to
thoso about to be ordained, a point and foree
would be given to them that would tend much ta
the spiritual welfare of both priests and people.

DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

A general confirmation was hold m Christ o
Church Cathedral, for tho city of Montreal, ot
Suaday 24th March, at afternoon service. AdL
the clergy of-the city were present. By far the-

{| largest congregation ever gathcred togethier withe

in the walls of that fino building, were assembled,
on this occasion ; and great numbers were obhigeds
to go away, being unable to find even standing
room ; owing to the carcful arrangements made,
and the assistance given by tho several Clergy,,
the Churchwardens, and some mewbers of tile
vestry, the most perfect order was preserved.
throughout; and the candidates for confirmation
were enabled to take their places to receive the
imposition of hands from tho Bishop, and returm
to their seats without the least confusion. Thex
occupted tho pews in front of tho reading desk,.
0 tho centre of tho Church, and scemed to be
much impressed with a sense of the amportance
of the ordinanco of which they wero about to be-
comeo partakers, There were 311 in all: from:
the Cathedral, 116; St. George’s, 86; Trinity, GO .
St. Stephen’s, 27; St. Luke'’s, 15; and from the
Garrison, 9; of whom 125 were males, and 180
females. Tlus is o very considerable advance o
the numbers at any previous coufirmation fur the
city. At the last general coufirmation held 19th
September, 1868, the numbers were 201, Be-
foroe tho impusition of hands, the Bishop deliveredt
an addresg to them, briefly puivting. out the
meaniog of the rite, and carnestly cxborting
them to watchfulness and prayer, that they wight
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they were
callll. His Lordship’s address was distinctly
heard . in every part of the building, by all pre-
sent, and seemed, to be listeued to with much at-

been treated ofy it is impossible (if the writer msy

for their admirable arraugement of scriptare.,

tention. This is the commencement of the fourth
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and, in the chapter before us
those self-same words of the child who was to be
born, in another gense. The * kiss” was a well-|
known sign of fealty to a king, or worship to an
object of worship; but the Hebrew word for
« kigs” would no more mean ¢« worship” by itself
than our English word. It could be shown in
prief space that Almah means ¢ unmarried
maiden’” or virgin, and that the conception
spoken of is beyond pature. Popularly it bas
peen said,  If Isaiah did not prophesy the birth
of & virgin, the LXX. did.” It would take no
great space to show that the rendering ‘“as &
lion,” 18 unmeaning, without authority, against
authority, while the rendering * they pierced,”
is borne out alike by authority and language.
But these are but insulated points, easy to be de-
fended, because attacked definitely. But when
their range of attack extends from Genesis to
Daniel, when one 8ays that credible history begins
with Abrahsm (Williams, 57;) snother, that
there *is littlo reliable history "’ before Jeroboam
(Mr. Wilson, p. 179, of course, contradicting
eaoh other as to the period between Abraham
and Jeroboam;) another denies the aecuracy of
the Old Testament altogether according to our
standards of accuracy (¥ rofessor Jowett, p. 847,)
asserfing that ¢like other records,” it was
«gubject to the conditions of 8 knowledge which
oxisted in an early stage of tho world” (£6. 411,)
that ¢ the dark mists of human passion and error
form & partial crust upon it” ('Wilson, p- 177,
that the truth of the unity of God in scripture
only gradually « digpersed the mists of human
passion, in which it was itself enveloped ”
(Jowett, p. 286.) When contradictions between
the Kings and Chroniocles are vaguely assumed
Wilson, 178, 9, Jowett, 842, 7;) when it is as-
serted that prophecies of Jereminh, Isaiah, Amos
failed (Jowett, 3433) and implied that God could
not predict the deeds of one of His creatures by !
name (/6. ;) that when Nahum prophesied, there
were human grounds to snticipate the destruction
of Nineveh, which he prophesied (Williams, p.
60;) or that Micab, in prophesying the birth at
Bethjehem, meant only 8 deliverer in his own
times (p- 68;) that « perhaps one passage in
Zechariah and one in Issiab (it is not said which)
may be capable of being made directly Messianic”
(Williams, p. 69;) and that ¢ hardly any, pro-
bably none, of the quotations from the Psalms
and Prophets in the Epistles is based on the
original sense or context” (lowett, p. 406;) when
the genuineness of the Pentateuch (Williams, p.
60,) of much of Isaiah (Zb., 68, Jowett, p. 313,)
Zechariah (Williams, p- 68,) Daniel (69, 76) is
denjed; when it is asserted that the aspects of
truth in the Book of Job or Ecolesiastes are
opposite or imperfect (Jowett, p. 847,) that
actions are attributed to God in the Old Testa-
ment gt variance with that higher revelation
which He has given of Himself in the Gospel
(26,) when Abraham’s saorifice of Isaac is at-
tributed not to God, but to * the fierce ritual of
Syria” - (Williams, p. 61,) not to speak of the
temptation in Paradise ¢(p- 177,) the miracle of
B"_‘“m’s ass, the earth’s stapding etill, *the
universality of the deluge, the cenfusion of
tongues, the corpereal taking up of Elijah ioto

Almighty God,”)

hall return untgo

heaven, the nature of angels, the reality of de-
moniancal possession, the personality of Satan,
and the miraculous nature of many conversions”’
(Wilson, 177,) or the Book of Jonah (Williams,

P. 78)—how oan such an undigested heap of

errors receive a systematic answer in brief space,
e? Orwhyshountd

or in any one treatisd or volum:

these be more answered than all the other attacks
on. the same subjeet With which the unbelievivg
press has been for some. time teeming?! People

by those bound to maintain it, to th jeot
themselves, ag if the faith was jeopngdiss:?e::
cause it has been betrayed. With the excepti
of the still imperfect gcience of (‘;‘:aologyp t;n
Essays and Reviews contsin nothing with w;ﬂigg
those acquainted with the writings of unbeliavars
in Germany have not been familiar these thirty
years. The genuineness of the books impugned
the prophecies, whose accomplishments in them-
selves, or in our Lord, is so summarily denied
have been solidly vindicated, notin essays, bat in
volumes. Ap observation om the comparative
freedom and reasonsbleness of ¢ the Conserva-
t,lem. of Henggmnberg” and Jobn (Williams, p.
67) is, I believe, the only indication, given iathe
volume, that much which the writers assume as
proved, has been —solidly disproved.  Some
volumes have, I believe, been already translated.
But this circuitous process cannot be necessary
to faith. God did not reveal Himself to us for
disputers. These answers may have their place;
bqt there must be some briefer, directer road t(;
faith. Qne of the essay writers owned that their
eyatem could never be the religion of the poor.
Then it cannot be the true gospel, which wae fer
the poor. Those Who believe our Lord’s words
need no further proof as to the Old Testament.
He has referred to it as of authority, asd. .;
speaking of HimseYf. He has sealed to us the
yvhole of the Old Testament, as, in ail its divis-
ions, speaking of Himself (Lnke xxiv. 44 and 27).
It bas been observed that he has #uthenticated
to us just that elass of facts in the Old Testament
which, to human reason, would seem wmost to
need confirmation—Jonah in the fish’s belly
(Matt. xii. 40), the conversion of Nineveh (75. 41
the flood (Matt. xxiv. 37-9, Luke xvii. 28, 27}’
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha (Matt.'
x. 15, xi. 23, 24, Luke xvii. 2, 8, 9), Lot’s wife
(Ib. 82), God’s appearance in the burning but
unconsumed bush (Matt. xii. 26), the brazen
serpent (John iii. 14), the manna (£b. ¥i. 83}, the
Rfrsonahty of Satan (Matt. iv. 10, xii. 26, Mark
iii. 23-26, Luke iv. 8, xiii. 16, xxii. 81). Again,
of that early history, which two of these writers
throw & star on, our Lord sets his seal on one
birth ?f a single pair, according to the account in
Genesis (Matt. xix. 4, 5), the death of Abel (/.
xxiil. 86), the flood, (as I said), the history of
mmumcimgn (Luke vii, 22, 8). Then, again,
as to pl'oll’ ©cy, it is our Lord Himself who quotes
Daniel (Matt. xxiv. 15, Mark viii. 14); the denied
chapters of Isaiah, as scripture (Matt. xi. 18,
Luke i¥- 17, 18, xviii, 81-8, John vi. 46),
z“h'armh (Mark xiv. 27). He slleges the pro-
pheoies of the Old Testament in the way which
this school condemns (Matt. xiii. 14, 15, xxi. 42,
Mark "‘1-, )s and one of those which have been
oalled “imprecatory psalms,” (John xxvii. 12).
The principle of this argument not confined to
the OU "{estm'nent. It includes equally.the
reality of lp ions (Mark v. 8, vii.
29, ix. 30 29, xyi. 17) and eternal punishnrent
“irho Westminater Review oalls it n <« dangerous
agsumption that the Old Testament is a part of
- ohristisnity.” Not in the eyes of tho reviewer
who unhappily believes neither. Our Lord has
bound them together for his disciples, and, how-
gver it may be charitable or right to meet in ‘an;
other W8y the perplexities which people make f o
themselves or others, there must be some m ro
9om1)t°;?‘:::5fway for the mass of mankind I:i;:
is no 1 for proving revelation g
pat for belief, love, worship, duty. to one's-self

I have written at this len
seems rtso b; a feverish auxietygit!l: ,so‘l;f: Eli?d: ]ll'&;:
aAT;"veers ;aoulq be written to these essays.
Aoewers ;e, in fact, been written to very man
acks by Tholuck, Heéngetenbufg,

seem to. have transferved the natural panio av
finding that suoh sttaoks on belief could be made

my
Havernich, and othe: gatenburg, Vell,
i ,and others. Answers will doub
be written in this country. Sofne of th'éo'b Jeot-
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icos aro as old as Celsus and Porphyry. The||yet voluutarily faced death and suffering in a
ghurch has survived these early attacks these )l hundred shapes in o1der to carry about the name
1,600 ycars, and will to tho end.” For myself, I{of Christ, and who left a quiet English homo to
sm convinced that tho Bible is its own best!icross bialf Asia and learn in tho very den of tho
defenco; that tho Holy Ghost, by whoso inspira- |{savage of Bokbara the fato of bis victims, must
tion it was written, speaka through it still to!|have something of tho hero and the martyr in

‘hearta prepared by His grace to hear; and while
I trust, during any residuc of my years which
God may appoint me, to do what in mo lies to
devclope, by His help, some of the meaning of
His Word, removing as ho sball enable me, man’s
aelf-rendo difficulties, or pointing out the com-
slletion of prophecy, my conviotion is, that the
ficultics lie, not in Holy Scripture itseclf, but
in tho dispositions with which men approach it.

TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES OF THE
REV. JOSEPH WOLFF, D.D,, L.L.D

Vol. II. Saunders and Otley.

him. Dut most men of this character are im-
pressed with tho@veight and solemnity of their
mission. The last thing thoy do is to laugh at
themselves, The last thing they like is that a
touch of tho ludicrous should disturb the cffeot
of what is to them so scrious. Thoy are apt to
bo strained and monotonous in their loftiness.
Their snare is tho temptation to be pompous.
But Dr. Wolff delights to pass from a sceno in
which he acts the apostle, to one in which ho is
the merryandrew. In the same breath in which
he confides to us the loftiest aspiratic ‘s which
can fill the heart of man, he confides to us the
most homely details of creature comfort and dis-
comfort—Xhow one lady mended his shirts, and

Dr. Wolff pursucs the story of bis singular life || another gave Lim */chocolate and the best curry

in much the samo train in which ke began to
nelate it.  We learn from s preface by Dr, Gatty,
Lhat the recital was taken down by dictation from
Dr. Wolff’s lips. This accounts for the peculiar
form in which it was presented to the world, It
is not Dr. Wolff's writing, or some one else wri-
fing about him, but Dr. Wolff speaking. Though
the result is a quaint one, we have no objoctiin
toit. No more set and formal biography could
have brought the su j.ot of it before us in such
o lifelike way as this. So muoh of what is
peouliar about Dr. Wolff depeads on the idea
whick he has of himeelf in his own mind, and on
tbe original way in which he brings out this idea
in his talk, that & meronccount of his adventures
would bave been a tame affafr, unless he were
by to illustrato thein himself. But jn this book
we havo the flow of his personal narrative, taken
down and preserved as he poured it forth: an
operation in which, Dr. Gatty says, his amanucen-
#es were much moro tired out with the labour of
writing than hie was of the lab. ur romcembering,
composing, nud 8 ‘caking. Dr. Qatty illustrates
Dr. Woll’s story of his preaching, praying, and
disputing for twelve hours successively for six
dnys in Ualentta by 1ho fact that, in his old age,

e oan tire out threo youthful writers at nsitting,

and bo ready for a fourth if he could fiod one.
His inexuustible talk is as wouderful as his endu-
rance—tho accounty of his sufferings from cold
and want in his travels, m.rvellous as they are,
€¢ase to rurprise us when his cditor tolls us tha
ho still walks along stono passages in winter
barefont, and sleeps with door and window open
in tho foggy nights of Yorkshire.

8ir Charles Napicr, w2 aro tcld, said of him,
that “he bad worked bharder for religion, and
gono through greater danger for it, than avy man
living.” This was ono of the characteristic ex-
aggerations in which Sir Charles Nupier expressed
his feclings towards his friends and his evemies.
But Dr. Wolff's story is that of & may of rare
and indomitable courago in bekalf of the cause
which he undertook—ot a very brave man, and
8180 of & very grotesquo one. Tho effcct of bis
book is liko that of tuiose toys in which differeat
faces of the most ridiculously contrasted features
alternatcly appear on tho saine neck and shoul-
ders. On oune page it is Francis Xavier; on
another, Sinbad the Sailor, or Hadji Baba of
Ispahan; on a third perhaps there will bo a
touch of Sancho Panza or Gil Blas. And all the
while, the writer, or rather talker, is perfectly
oonscious of his different shapes, and not & little
pleased with the quaiut effect they produce. A
man, who, with & natural timidity grester thap

that of most women~—30 great thet he cannot go

he ever tas:ed in his life;” and how, when he
visited a friend, ‘‘the good old man took him to
the pantry and sllowed Wolff tc make free with
some excollent (ream, preserves aod jelly,” till
Wolff was in danger of spoiling bis dinner. He
accounts for the great developmeat in him of tho
feeling of * self-approtation,” by the kindness of
the Jadies of Cawnporo, who wept when he Jeft
them, and out off pieces of his hair; * this made
bim 80 vain, that ho never lost the feelins.” But
this *¢ vanity”’ never stands in the way of a good
story againat himsclf. Ho relates with great
zeat o dialoguo with a Jew, the upshot of which
was that Wolff was ¢ for a-weck afterwards the
laughing-stock of the whole town of Bokhara.
But Wolff ”” he adds, ¢ has never minded being
laughed at.”” With still more real philosophy, he
is not afraid o record, in speaking of a two days’
argument with a Mool.ah at which Sir Alexander
Buraes was present, that though Wolff himself
thought that he had gained the victory, Burnes
thought aud reported that ho was beaten. Dr.
Woll}, in his earliest studics of prophecy, had
fixed the end of the world in tho year 1847, a
view with which Sir Charles Napier delights to
twit him ; but, writes Dr. Wolff himself, **if an
opponent were to ask, ¢ Wolff, why did you fix
that time ? ho has but one answer to give, which
ho candidly gives to cvery one, ‘ Becauso I was
a great ass.’”’

No one of late years hins travelled in the East
who has brought back so thoroughly the Oriental
spirit and temper, and who reflecis in every word
and every anccdote the Oriental mind. Any one
who has ever had the good fortung to hcar him
lecture or converse, has lhad the opportunity of
gaining a freshier and fuller idea of the people to
whom Dr. Wolff weat than ho sould get from
many books. There ho stands before us, recall-
ing to tho life, in tone, in tho eclection of topics,
in gesture, in peculiarities of diction, in argument,
in repartee or joke, the Moollak, or Rabbi, or
Dervish of whom le speaks. Aund to a great
extent this is reproduced in his book. Without
tho smallest labour to produco an effect, simply
by speaking in his natural way, he brings before
our oyes tho scenes and characters of Asiatic
deserts or citics: and without meaning to be so,
it is ono of the most vivid pictures of Eastern
travel ever produced. Ho goes over again, at
the beginniug of the volume, passages of his first
Jjourney to Bokhara. We hear him disputing
with malicious Jews, and confounding them
before shouting crowds of Mongols and Osbecks.
Then he will retire to a friendly Jew's house, and
listen with the utmost gravity to Jewish legends
about the patriarchs; kow Judah had such

in » bost without being ready to jcresm out— | strenpth i every bit of his hair that with it he

could glay the whole country of Egypt, and wbat
mischicf the loudness of his voice produced, and
bow Napbthali, the ¢ hind let loose,” could run
200 milcs & minute; and about o great African
Jow, who taught the Jows of Bokhara great wis-
dom, rs, for instanco, *that tho drinking of
chocolato was good, and useful for tha increase
of tho children of Isrnel.” This leads bim to
speculate on tho providential admission of the
Jows to Parliament; and ho thus accounts for
Mr. Newdegate’s opposition to it:—

It i3 theroforo to bo regretted that Mr, Nowdi-
gate does not sco tho finger of God in all
this; but Wolfe thinks that, in English, proper
names are sometimes prophetic or historicat;
and Newdigute i3 synonymous with *proselyte of
the gate ;"’—such prosclytes being a sect of fien-
tiles who wero only half Jews, and they were
nlways at daggers drawn with tho Jews. Aadso
it scoms that Mr. Newdigato has inheritzd that
combativencss of his ancestor, who was ‘¢ n pro-
selyto of the gate,” The reader must pavdon the
digression.

Dr. Wolff had to disarm or cvade the suspicions:
of the savage Tartar and Osbeck chiefs on his
road, and he was resolved, in doing so, not to-
deny his religion. Here is the way in which ke
mystified & certain truculent governor, who was
the terror of the road :—

Wolff proceeded to Magaur, and as he crossed
over o bridge ho met a fine-looking, tall Osbeck,
on horseback, who wasa Hajee and a Moollah,
and was well acquainted with Avabic. Wolff
conversed with bim in Arabic, and he fuvited
Wolff to his house ; and, in token of friendship,
Wolff and the Osbeck placed the palms of both
their hands together, and stroked their respective:
beards. ¢There,” said Wolff, “aro we brothers
now ?” The Qsbeck replied, ¢ Yes: praisc be to-
God.” Then Wolff said, “I will not deceive &
brother. I will tell you, thorefore, who Ianr,
Iam an Fnglishman. Will you proteot mo?”
The Osbeck clasped his hands above his head in
despair, and oxclaimed, *As long as you are i
my house none can touch you; but tho moment
you leave it, the Governor, who ismy cousin, will
send after you and put you to death. Therefore
you raust promise to do what I tell you. Yon
speak Arabio; so I will intreduce you as an in-
habitant of Mcccea, and tell my cousin, when hie
comes (for he comes cvery evening to drinl tew
with me,) that you were once my host at Mecea,
and then he will agk your blessitg, and depart.”™
Wolff answered, 1 will do no such thing. AR D
order you is not to say one single word aboutme:
when he comes.  Butrefér him to me, and Ishalt
answer all bis questions to his entire satisfaction
not hiding anything from him.” - .

(T be continued.) ~
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