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THE MERITS AND DEMERITS OoF SLAM
(Second Amcle) .

NN our Tast number + passed in brief review, the native country
of Tslam, the people among whom this religioa arose, and
the man who was its prophet, priest, and king. It remains

now that we consider the remaining points mentioned in our intro-
duction, 7.e., the teachings of Tslam and their value—its apostles
and missionaries—its probable dest,my——and its voice of wa.rmng to
this young country ’

'I‘HE TEACHINGS OF ISLAM AND THEIR VALUE

The doctrines -of Islam are contained in the Koran, wh:ch ac-
cording to Mahomet, wds at various times read to him by the
angel Gabriel, out of 1 copy,in e volume of silk and gems. The
message he received thus, he spoke to his followers, who wrote,
from his lips, on palm leaves, and the shoulder-bones of mutton, all
which lay in confusion in a chesi, till two years after his death, when
the whole was revised and published as we now have it. The sub-
stance of Islam, as revealed in the Koran, consists of two. articles of
belief, and four practical duties. The two articles are the unity of
God, and the Divine mission of Mahomet. The four practical duties
were: 1st. Pilgrimage; 2nd. Prayer, which carries a man half

way to God,—prayer five times a day, it does nob matter where, in
16
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the chamber or on the street; 3rd. Fasting, which brings a man to
the door of God’s palace, and which must extend over one whole
month of each year; and 4th. Alms-giving, which will gain him ad-
mittance into the very: pregence of God. There are algo four things,
inventions ‘of $he evil, forbiddbs, actordidg t6 the: Koran.
Wine, or anything which disturbs the reason; games of hazard;
stones of worship ; and divingtion;.or -consulting of spirits, which
latter part of the Koran. is well--worthy the attention of the
Christian nations of our own time and continent.

With regard to these dbétrined; duties, and things forbidden,
one or two remarks will be sufficient. We cennot refrain from
admiring many things in {slamism., It speaks-clearly and sublimely
on the unity, majesty, and power of the one only living and true
God. It also does well to indulcate prayer, fasting, and lms-giving.
It does well, further, to forbid wine,gambling, -image—worship,:‘an‘d
spiritualism. On these points Islam reads a lesson: of humility to
many a Christian, country, many a Christian church, ma,ﬁ'y a
Christian professor.. . T

How, then, you ask, has not that religion been :a blegsing to
the- earth; instead of being a curse? The  answer is this:—True
religion may be compared to the Ilala steamer, which was trans-
ported, lately, in pieces, by the hands of 700 Africans, past the
Falls of the Zambezi river. There were scme portions that would
not be inissed much if they were lost; other portions; being lost,
would rerder the steamboat useless for its work. It might look
well enough,.but it would sink.in the first storm, if it went out
without its helm, 6r'with some important bolts wanting. So with
& religious system.

The defects in Islamism are chiefly these: 1st. It teaches
defective viewsof God. JIn anxiety about the majesty of God as a
king, the Koran forgets God’s fatherhood and the sonship of his
people. Thereare no such words in the Koran as “Our father who
art ih heaven,” nor-such a story as that wherein we read “I will
arise and go to my Father” Between the God of Mahomet and
his creatures there is a great gulf fixed. - ‘ :
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2. It rejects atonement for sin. The power of God,. accord-
ing to the Korgn; is such that he can forgive sin without
eny amends being . made fo law and justice. On this point.
an interesting reminjscence comes to our mind. While travelling
through- Galilee, in 1858, our party: employed & Mahommedan
bfficer to act ay guard for-a few days. He was.a fine man in ap-
pearance, speech, and manner, wearing at his belt pistols presented.by
some of the Bonaparte family for services rendered to them beyond
theJordan. Whilé parting, and in giving him a copy of the Arabic
Testament, we spoke of Christ, of sin, and-atonement. He admitted
he was a:sinner, but God could forgive his sins. How ? we asked.
Without any penalty or punishment inflicted on you, or on.any ane
inyour place? Yes! How would it do for kings to forzive crimi-
nals on: these conditions? “It-would not do; but God is great, He
can do ‘what men cannot do.” From this he-could not be driven.by
any reasoning. He met all by saying, “God is great.” Bubtogrant
end receive forgiveness without an atonemeant, is a general license
for sin, a license for:playing fast and loose with the law of God. It.is
not thus pardonisdispensed under.any wise government. “Without
the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin” “With thee
there is forgivenessthat thou mayest be feared,” expressesithe atti-
tude of soul towards God and his law generated by the doctrine of
Christ’s atonement.

3. It propagates o .dangerous.fie. Itistrus that thete is ,o,n_ly
one God; but it. is a falsehood of the most dangerous kind that
Mahomet is the last and the only infallible exponent of 'God’s will.
The theory of Mahomet is that ‘God overshadows -everything:;
but the practical issue is, that Mahomet overshadows God, and,
worse than that, degrades-God. The sins. of David and Solomon;
which were great, do not in the least affect or compromise the chars
acter-of our God.; for his voice is:heard in stern denuncidtion of the
sins.of his-own people and prophets. But the God of Mahomet is
responsible for the adultery of his prophet, for his polygamy, for his
rapine and bloodshed, because his voice speaks in favour of =i
these evil crimes of his servant, and justifies.them.
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4. It is, furtheér, a system of infoleramce. “Islem is,” as a
recent writer remarks, “a vast brotherhood, within which no ven-
geance was to be felt, to all beyond which no respect or truth was
to be shown. Any thing done in God's service is justifiable; nothing
done against it could be excused or forgiven. After the victory at
Badr, one of the prisoners was ordered out for.execution. He asked
why he was to be treated so. ‘Because of thy enmity to God and
to his prophet, replied Mahomet. ‘And my little girl, cried Deba,
in distress of soul, ‘who will take care of her? ¢ Hell fire,’ exclaimed
the heartless conqueror, and on the instant his vietim was hewn to
the ground.”—(British and Foreign Evangelical Review, Jan. 1877.)
Christianity is not intolerant. Chrigtians are often intolerant,
but that is our fault, not the fault of our Master, Christ.
But. intolerance is part and parcel of Islam, which is seen
equally in the chivalrous Saracens of Syria, in the mild
Mussulmans of India, and in the semi-barbarous Turk, whose
name is henceforth covered with everlasting infamy by the recent
massacre of Bulgaria. The Koran is, therefore, a declaration of per-
petual war, and eternal hatred towards every tribe and nation out-
side the pale of Islam.*

5. But still again, Islam recognizes and. justifies slavery. Itis
true that it urges clemency towards the slave, and that in several
points it is a more merciful system of servitude than that vile
systeth which lately perished on this continent; but there is no
principle in the Koran, as theré is in the New Testament, which
would Jead naturally and ultimately to the extinction of slavery.
According to the Xoran, slavery is one of the ordinary conditions of
society. "'The Koran, therefore, as the final and universal revelation
from God, i3 an ediet of perpetual and hopeless servitude to a large
proportion of mankind.

6. And, ﬁnally, as our closing-accusation against Isla,m 1t recog-
nizes polygamy,and thus debases woman,and thus destroys the family
institution. The family institution as given us by God, at the be-

*Tho truth of this statement is shown thh remarkable power in Gladstone’s
recent pamphlet, * Lesgons in Massacre.”
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ginning, is the only safe foundation for gociety. “Woman,” as Mab-
thew. Henry quaintly puts it, “was ma.de of a r:,b out of the s1de of
Adam; not made of his head to top him; not out of 1 his feet to be
trampled upon by him, but out of his side, to be equa,l with hxm,
under his arra to be protected, and near his heart to bebeloved” In
the same spirit do we find the new Testa.ment speaking: “Husbands,
love your wives” “Husbands, dwell with your wives according to
knowledge, giving honor unto the wife as unto the weaker vessel, as
being heirs together of the grace of life.” How is it under the rule of
the Koran? One of themselves has thus described the position of their
women: “Unwelcome ab their birth, untaught in childhood, enslaved
when married, accursed as widows, and unlamented when they die”

. Let Mahommedanism, therefore, be, triumphant, we would see
established over the world the Asiatic forms of society, and A91a.t1c
modes of belief. Under the guidance of this effete gospel, the CGod
of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, the father of our Lord and
Saviour, is lost in the awful Allah, the stern, despotic ruler of the
universe. Under this miserable gospel of lies, the shadow of
Mahomet lies forever across the path of progress for humanity; and
our race can never break the barriers placed before it by a man who
could neither read nor write, who knew but little of the religions, the
sciences, the philosophies, the history, of the world whose destinies he
aspired to mould. Under this gospel there is no relief for the sin-
burdened conscience, nor for the instinet of- humanity crying out
everywhere, “How-can a man be just with God?” This is a gospel
of persecution, allowing no liberty of conscience; a gospel of servi-
tude to the poor; a gospel of ignorance and bondage for woman. To.
it undoubtedly applies the terrible language of Paul—“As I said be-
fore, so say I now again: If any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”

THE APOSTLES AND MISSIONARIES OF ISLA®M.

One or two words about the apostles of this false faith. . First come
the Arabian Caliphs, the fellow-countrymen of the prophet. Mounted
on their fast horses, which to this day are an essential feature of
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Aigb power, they went forth, like o swirin of lotusts, a8 was Te-
mhasked at the outset, covering the éarth, so-that, within one hindred
years after the ﬂlght from Mecca., the'arms and the rulc of Ma.homet’

riight be expected from the doctrines 6f Télam, Elegenera.cy, eﬁ'emmacy,
#nd viee, wrought at length the fuin of the Caliphate. Then arose,
as the apostles of Mahomet, the Turkish Sultans, a people issuing
from the mountaing that guard the sources of the Euphrates, whose
rise, progress, and mission, is figured forth in these awful ‘words of
the seer at Patmos: “Loose the four angels which are bound in the
great river Eiiphrates. And the four angels were loosed

and the number of the army were two hundred thousand thousand,
« . « . andthusTsaw the horses in the vision, and them that
sat on them having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and of brim-
stone; and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions, and
out of their mouths issued fire, and smoke, and brimstoiie.” These
new and terrible missionaries of Islam advanced into eastern Europe,
subdued Greece, took Constantinople, one of the Sultans swearing
that he would feed a measure of oats to his horse on the altar of St.
Peter’s in Rome. The wave, in God’s great mercy, was driven back
as it struck the walls of Vienna; the overflowing, destroying tide of
the Euphrates w:.s there arrested in its westward course; and sinee

then the waters lve been slowly subsiding.

THE DESTINY OF ISLAM.

Can we penetrate into the future so as to read what the destiny
of Islam ultimately is to be? We can see the future but darkly,
dimly, through a thick mist. Liet us learn, however, to distinguish
between Mahommedanism as a political power, and Islam as a
religious creed. B

1. As to the former, it is not difficult to read the nearing issue.
We can see plainly that as a political power, Mahommedanism is
tiot only sick, but dying, and now about dead. The free institu-
tiods of Europe are like a girdle of fire encircling it, and scorching
it up into narrowerand still narrower limits. Russia is persistently
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pressing it from the north, not only in: Emrope; but also, and to a
greatet degree, in Asia, by its  conquest of Khiva and Bokars.*
England is rdising up in India.a rampart of free -institutions that
blocks up futther hopes of progress tuwards the east whither Islam
would naturally seek to retrest. Strangely significant it is, indéed,
that this very year, so ominous to Mahommedan power, our ‘Queen
was proclaimed Empress of India, in the city of Delhi, the ancient
capital of the Mahommedan empire in India. From the west,
Greece and the Slavonic nations are pressing eastward the free in-
stitutions of Europe to the very walls of Constantmople, so that
now we rhay safely conclude that the power of Mahommedanism, to all
intents, on the soil of Europe, is swiftly expiring. From the side of
Africa, where Mahommedanism was once strong, encroachments are
steadily advancing hostile to its political supremacy. FEgypt is
virtually independent of Constantinople ; and the Suez canal, with the
Christain missions now being established in Eastern Africa,are cutting
quietly, but quickly, the last link that held poor Africa tributary t,
Islam. 'What a magnificant commentary on that single ‘verse in
Revelation that contains the history of the decline, decay, and down:
fall of Mahommedanism as a political power. “And the sixth angel
poured out his vial on the great river Euphrates, and the water
thereof dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be
prepared.” .

2. Mahommedanism as a réligious system is qulte a different
matter. We know that the loss of the temporal power of the Pope
has, to a large degree, tended to strengthen his spiritual empire
over the souls of men. For years Islam, as a political system; has
had no place or power in India, and yet to-day it is as difficult to
convert Mahommedans there to the faith'of Christ, as it is in Con-
stantinople. There is no royal or rapid r‘oa}d to the conversion of
uations to the faith of ‘Christ. Turkey 'ma,'y die to-miorrow as &
politieal power, and the Turks will bé as exclus1ve a8 ‘bitter, as
hostﬂe to’ Chnst as they were When they first entered Europe “This

* Thig article was-written ‘and«in type ‘before the declaration of ‘war by Bussm; '
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kind goeth not out but by fasting and prayer,” It is only by the
slow, laborigus, painful policy of teaching and preaching, only by
lonig nights of toil wherein, it may be, nothing is caught, and by
carrying forth precious sged, .weeping, that the;Mahommedan
nations can ‘be converted to the faith of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. . : . :

ITS VOICE TO OTUR DOMINION.

Is thele not a voice to our young, Dominion from across the
ocean and seas that separate America from the faith and the people
of Mahomet? To us who are now hvmg in Canada has come the
great work, never to come again for ever, of moulding the youth of
a. mighty nation. (1) From the far east a voice cries to us, to
esteem highly the knowledge and wisdom taught in the Bible. We
axe told by the seer of Patmos that the Arabian locusts came out of
a great smoke, like the. smoke of a furnace, which issued out of the
bottomless pit. This is strictly in accordance with the fact that
dense ignorance of Gud, of his Son, of his Word, had crept over the
face of the Christian churches of Asia, when Mahomet began his
mission as a false prophet. The truth is, that such a man as
Mahomet, and such a mission as his, were possible only at a time of
deep and dark ignorance. Should we allow our children to fall into
ignorance of God, an ignorance to be followed by a lower ignorance
in their children, and a lower ignorance in their children again, then
truly our continent yvi]l also have its Mahomet, as indeed it has
already l}ad his forerunners in the. persons of Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young, the apostles of Mormonism, (2) From the far east a
voice cries to us, to keep pure and entire the doctrines'of Christianity.
The essential doctrines of our religion are co-related: in such a way
that if one doctrine is dropped or marred, the harmony =nd health
of the whole system is impaired. On this very continent, and in
some of |its leadmo g Protestant churches; subtle attempts are being
made. to introduee into oux Christianity the essence of Islamism, by
denymg and decrymg the doctrine of the atonement. Whenwe give up
that doctrine, when Christ ceases to be “the Lamb of God that taketh
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away the sin of the world,” when he becomes a mere prophet, and
nothing more, then the whole system of Christian truth flies into
disorder and chaos,and our faith, as times past have shown, becomes
little better than a lofty Islamism. " (3) From the far east a voice
eries to us, “that the great m'()raliﬁy is love to Christ” He is the
rock. “Ifany man's work (building on him) shall be burnt, he shall
suffer loss; but he'himself sball be saved; tyet so as by fire” But
away from him, even gold, silver, precious stones, cannot abide the
fire, for the fire tries every man’s work of what sort it is” The good
points of Islam, its gold, etc, that is,its alms giving, prayer, temper-
perance, will not save the structure from being consumed by the
fire, just because it is nob on’ a right founq:mon ‘Neither will a
strict outward morality, although supported by legislation, kesp a
nation secure; unless it is grounded on sound doctrine clustermv
round the person of Christ.

I Talk they of morals! O thoubleeding Lamb !
The great moralivy is love of Thee!” . i

“Thou art worthy: to take the book, and to open the se:iisl‘, thereof,
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy.blood, out
o every kindred, and tongue, and people,and nation ; and hast made
us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth.”




250 T Canadg. Crroistion, MortkD).

Poape U o aepiar s Ga e o atw SN | 4
. - e
T (R AT LA R Coee PR B TR '

. T SR doy e g f

S ”-.‘_;-ﬂ@iving @‘mﬂxm. |

' A GOOD CONSC’JEJ\LGE

g

BY THE EDITOR.

Pra. for ua for we trust we have & good congejence, ;n all thmgs Wlllmg
to hve‘honestly YiHeb. xiil.

\QT,\, is related of Augustme that-he had two wmhes—one was that he
2 could ha.ve seen Chnstm the flesh, the other, that he could have

" heaid Panl “preach.

Y~ ‘Another-of theé fathers, resding this, said that he would add a
tlurd to the two wishes of Augustine—that, hea¥ing Pail preach, his text
and theme ghould be conscience.

As the maid Rhoda, knew Peter's voice at the-foor, s0 may we know
Paul’s voice by the high value he sets on a ‘“good conscience.”” His
highest aim was to have a good conscience, He says before the San-
heflrirn, «X have lived in all good conseience before God until this day.”
Before Felix he says: “Herein do I exercise myself to have always a
conseience void of offence toward God and-teward imen.” Writing to the
Qorinthians ; « For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of onr conscience.”

There are three matters of considerable importavce in connection
with this great theme (& good conscience) suggested by the text; the
Ristory of & good conscience, or how one may get it; the fruits of a good
conscience, cr kow one may know it; and lastly, the advantages of a good
consciers, ar why one skould seek it.

N I THE HISTORY OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE.

1. How can one find & good conscience? In his state of innocency,
Adam had no need of seeking a good conscience. As he came from the
. hands of his creator, all the members of his body and all the facalties of
i the soul were perfect. Conscience, then single, a clear dry light, filled
the soul with light; it was then an echo of God’s voice; it was then an
: infallible witness for truth and holiness; it xeflected the face of God a8
i the mountain lake on a calm day reflects the face of nature. Baut the
fall destroyed all the perfection of man, Adam lost his position, his
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rightt, his Holiness, and-his good constienvs; And the. grest problem of
all yeligions 18, “How to win back the good donicidnce.-lost by the falli”
wHowoan h munibe just with -God.” Therd;s no rest for the: spmt of
man i1l ‘he golves-this problem.

1, To-find @ good.conscience, .one- must go+to thexﬁpmt to ‘have it
enlighténed. Bin-has mot slain ¢onsoience, nor even blinded it; it has
distorted its vision. The fault is dissrsed, defectivs, distorfed vision..
The eye i3 evil. It-sees things in false lights, in falss colors, in false pro-

_portiong. It is the work of God’s Spirit io rectify the vision. He who
formed the consoience and gave it authority, he alone can testore its
vision. Let us go to him crying, Have mercy on us, Holy Spirit.  And
when he asks us what we want, let us reply, « Lord, that our eyes may
be opened.”

2. To find 'a good conscience, one must go to Christ to: have it
sprinkled with His blood. A conscience enlightened, and nothing more,is
a'terrible thing. From this:comes remorse that gnaws men's spirit like
an undying worm. An enlightened:conseisnce sees sin in its true.light,
and cries out for an atonement; for something toremove the guilt of sin
and restore the sinner to the favor of God. The cry of an enlighténed
conscience is, What shall I do to be saved? Many answers have been
given, but the only answer is this one: *The blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, shall
purge your conseience from dead works to serve the living God.” This
eatisfies divine justice and reconciles us to God. *‘Let us draw, there-
fore, near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience.”

8. To find a good conscience, one must go to the word of God}to
have it instructed. An enlightened and justified conscience is- like
Lazerus restored to life and standing in the beaatiful sunshine, but
bound. ““Lioose him and let him go.” Life is fall- of motty ques:
tions, perplexing problems. The traveller stands often where many
roads meet. He needs a teacher, an instructor, & gaide. This, God hsas
fardighed in his own word, which is & *“light to the feet.and & lamp 4o
the path.” <Al scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit.
able for dobtrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness, that the man of God may be perfeot, thoroughly furmshed unto
all gosd works.” .

4. To find a.good conscience one mustgointo pracmal life to have it
¢xercised. In:all the arts.of life, skill comesdrom:-exercise. '.A cnnscienea
that contents itself with giving forth abstract .and sound decisions on
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questions-of morals and cksuistry, will sobn become like & sword qovered.
with rust, or like a.hand nnacoustomed to work. Hence Paul says: t.hat
¢ he-exercised himself to _heve a gonscienoe void of offence Poward God
and toward men.” A conscience enlightened, sprinkled, instruoted, is. a
béautiful and precious tayountil ib is exeroised in the teniptations, trials,
duties of the station in which God has placed.us, and then it becomes the
most adwmirable and effective of weapons.

Here is, therefore; balm, for a diseased conscience. Light from the
Spirit, blood from, Calvary, instruction from the Bible, and exerecise in
the battle-field of the world. ILord, evermore give to us, and keep with
us, such a consoxence,

“

II. THE FRUITS OF A GOOD CONSOIENGE.

TI. Let us rext consider the fruits of & good conscience, or; kow we
may knowdt. “ Men. is a being,” some one has said, *built around con-
sciénee.” The conscience is the heart of the man. As tha conscience
is, therefore, g0 is the man. Conscience is the heart out of which are
the issues of life. What are the fruite of a good consciemce? (1) A
good corscience makes a man willing to be & Christian. The religious
obedience of some comes from jfear. The children of Israel were
obsdient as long as they “were under the rod. The religions duties of
othérs aré only an ontward form, and not from the heart. But where
thére ig a good conscience, the obedience is willing, it is from choice, it is
sincere. This is the first step in the Christian life. “He shall make his
people willing.” It is found in.all the struggles of the Christian life.
“To will is present with me, but how to perform taat which is good I
find not.” Let us. notice, however, that the willingness is not a mere
fetble desire, such as inany wicked men have-after a better life. The word
used by Paul is the same as in this phrase—Bulthey that will be rich,”
those who are determined to be rich. The language of this state is,
«Jord, I believe,” ete. Dear hearers, have you this mark of a good
conscience ? Can you say with the people in the days of Joshua, * Nay,
bitwe will serve the Lord.” Have you this mark, then you are & txue
Christisn and no Atheist.

(2) A good consciencs, in the next place, makes a steadfast Chmstmn,
willing to live. There are many who are willing to dream of good life, to
describe it, to praise it. But to live it, is a different business. A child
may make a fow steps, or run where the ground is plain. Buiit takes s
man'to go through a rough country for days and wesks in all kinds of
weather. At the foot of Sinai‘the children of Israel seemed willing. “All
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that the Lord hath said will weo do.” They seemed.‘to-be willing, buat
when it catie to put that will into. action, they failed—like a painter who
hds a besutifal plctnte in ‘his head, but he is too idle, or slothful; or weak
toput it én canvas. The language of a goo& consmenoe ig—

«1.did not stay ; nor linger long, as thoge tha.t alothfal are, | y ,‘
But hastﬂy thy laws to keep, myself I d.\d prepare.” S 4

L3y

Are you willing thus to live, thus fo pra,otlse, day by day ; ’chen you are &
grown Christian and no bebe.
: (8) A good:consciencs, furthet, makes o thorough Christian. Wzllmg
to live in all things. Peopleinay be willing to live a good: life; but to live
it only in some things. Many would be Christiang if they were allowed
to séttle the conditions, to arrarige the terms, to pick and choose amiong
the commiandmients. Adam stambled here. He was willing; williig t5
obey, but ot in' all things.  Israel was willing to follow the Lord, but
not in all things. Herod heard John and obeyed, but nob in' all things.
Ananiag and Sapphira gave up & great deal, but not-all. The-youny riler
cume very near following Christ, bat he stumbled at-the *all things;™
A good conscience makes one willing to live a Christian in all things,
in duties divine and human, of charity and piety. The congcience,
though a good conseience, may have-flies. of infirinity alighting on it, but
it is inade impure if one fly be allowed to lie and die and putrify in itz
Universal and Catholic obedience. is the -touch-stone of & good and!
bad conscience. I can do all things,” said Paul. What is
your position in this matter? If in all things you strive to
live as s Christian, then you ave & sound healthy Christian, and no
hypoerite. * Search me, O God, and know my heart. Try me-and Jmow
my thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in:
the way everlasting.” -

"+ (4) A good conscience still further makes a-nobls, lofty- Ghnstmn,
willing to live konestly. Honestly, here is not siniply for aman-to pay his
debts, and o deal justly with his hieighbors in money matters. Itisallthis)
but. much more. It is aword that comprehends a8 much as any other
adverb in the New ‘Testament. It means a thing done in the highest
style of exoellence, in ‘the best fashion, in & noble, worthy, admirable
manner. Someé people.are contént with doing @ thing any way if only
they get it -done.  Such waya are too common in all professions, And
this slip-shitd way of doing duty as Christians is also too common, aid:
the bane of tlie Christian ohurch in our day. - But such a style of work-
manship will:not satisfy the good conscience. The tabrnacle built i the

3
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wilderness was-sdommed, with the begt material the,earth eonld sfiord ; so
the good gongeience, is: not..dontent il the: Chrigtian is a temple fo God
adorned. with: the highept ezcellénce. and beauty. David gaid that.he
would not offer to God what cost him nothing. = The woman that
anointed the Saviour poured on his head a whole box of the costliest
spikenard. So with good éo‘nsmence. Tt bids the predchet not only to
preach, but to labor in season and ot of season. The hearef not only
to.hear; but to-hear suwiftly; not -only to give, bt to give cheerfully ; not
only to be honest, but in all promises to keep to- the stzict.day, and dats,
and letter. of the promise.. The good conscience aims high;; it does not look
at others, but @b Christ; it.is noticontent with as little graceas will:suffics,
butseeks the highestiaftainable. Itasks nof where is there g safe path, but
where is there an honorable path; it is.not content with what is.good,
but,geeks what. ig.besz. Here is its. language ;— Brefhiren, I connt net
myself to-have gpprehended, but this one tlnngI do, forgetting thore things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those. things.that are before,
I press toward the mark forthe prize of the high calling.of God in Christ
Jesus,” Im whioh‘pf ‘these.four classes do you stand?

III TBE .ADVA.‘NTAGES OF A GOOD CONSCIENGE.

III The advantages!of a.good-congcience are many, and the Yoasons
why we should seek it;stronger then we tan state them. A man.can buy his
land, his houss, his liberty, his life, too dear, but not & good ~ience.

. (1) A good conscience is @ skilful physician. There & .o some
diseases of body that can be reached only through the mind—conscience;
only by * cleansing the hesom.of the perilous stuff that weighs upon the
heart.” The oure lies. hers, “Son, thy sios be forgiven thee.” Then
the peace of God fills the heari, and that sound heart becomes health
to the body. :

(2) ‘A good donstignee is & pleasant ded fellow. See.Jesus. asleep in
the boat,.and Peter in,prison. There were no thorne in the pillow, for
conscience smoothed ths hed, and gave God’s beloved slesp. On-oné
occasion, Whitefield and another mirister were travelling by sisge
through ong of the rural distriots of England. It was.their lot t6-pass
one night.in & rondside inn, where there happened to he a noisy gather-
ing of profune people, whose oaths and ribald songs reached the room to
which the ministers had retived. ¢ I must go and speakto these men,”
said ‘Whitefield. ¢ What is the use?’ replied his companion. The
noise, however, became. so offensive at last, that Whitefipld went and
rebuked. the godless merximent. He returned to his room, to find that
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his rebuke produced no effect whatever. ¢ What have you gained by
your visit below 2" said his friend. I have gained this,” replied
Whitefield, ‘¢ that I have removed & thorn from my pillow, and ¥ can
now sleep in peace.” He did thus gleep; for having discharged his duty
he went to rest with & good consbisrics.: With such & bed-fellow for the
night, David in the open plain, with Absalom’s army in the rear, could
say, T laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Liord sustained me.””

(8) It is o safe guide. We stand at timés whete several roads
mee’. It may not be-safe to ask -counsel of friends, nor of pru-
dence, nor of self, but never.does a.good conscience lead astray. Its-ways
are ways of pleasentness. - ** He-that walketh npmghtly wa,lketh Sufely .
«To the. upngnt light shall. axise.”

(4) It is & sweét comforter in trotﬂﬂe. Oﬂ:\é‘i ébmforts fail,
but this abides. It goes into the prison and sickréom. It waited
on Paul in prison, (b) It is & strong arguthent ifi theé ear of aod.
«Pray for us, for we have a.good consoience;” as: if he- said, “Pray for
tts, for God knows we are willing in all things,” eto, The grea,t‘m:gu
tmiént in prayer is the merit of Christ; but a strong. a,ngfu;ment Hes. ixy &
good conscience. “If I regard lmqmty in my heart, God will nothear me.”
A good copscience gives & inan coirage with Gofi (6) A good con-
seience is & strong stay in death... When.the:face of friends is shat out
from the sick-room, and even theé word -of God, tue good conscience
whispers peace. (7) And-further stil); & good-conscience is an inseparable
Jfriend throughout eternity. Faith etid hopépart with'the believer at death,
but love and & good congciénce will kegp him company for ever and ever.
“When all books shall perish,” says an old preacher,—S. Ward, o whom
we are indebted for some thoughts in this sermon—* when all books shall
perish, and heaven shall . melt like & parchment seroll, this book shall bs
of uge; when all devils and damned shall tremble, axid wish the hills to
cover them, this shall lift-up thy head for thy redempiion approacheth;
when neither friends nor & full purse. shsll plead,nof the wicked stand
upright in judgment, then, then well-fare & good conscience. Without
this worm that dies not, hell should not he hell ; without this confinual
feast, heaven should not.beheaven. Next the hapuy-¥ision of God, shall
be the company of a good -conscience, and next ‘to that the society of
seints and engels.”

May God grant us, therefore, the best of all blessings—a good con-
science, & conscience void of offence fowards Ged and towards men,
Under its guidance may we hive, with its ¢onsolations inay we die, andin
its company may we spend eternity. Amden,
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“TO SAY G00D NIGHT, AND PRAY.
BY MR, M'EENZIE, PRIOEVILLE,

[Tae incident of the poem happehed alas! only-a 'fewmonths ago. The mother,
to whom the reference is .made, was & noble Christian woman, full of inierest
in Christ’s cause and people. The last iime X saw her she wss much in-
terestell in, and talked with intelligence, on the question of the duty of Christians
o give the tenth of their income to the Lord. I had not seen her for many
yéars before, and she seemed in the interval to have grown in acquaintance
with God’s will, and in an earnest desire to conform to it. She was very careful
in the government and godly up-bringing of her.children, nine in number, most of. them
boys. Two of her elder children joined in the communion of the church shortly before
her death, very mach through her influence, 'In the prime of life, and in the enjoy-
ment of health, she was smitten by death, after 2, few hours’ illness, in which pexished
mother and child. ‘ Her children arise and call her blessed ; her husband also, and
he praiseth her.”—Ep, C.C.M.}- : : L

1 Taar night when it was time for bed,
- Alittle boy:did-say,
“ May I notgo to Mammy’s side
To say good night, and pray.” - J

2 It was.their custom:every night; : . .
And.always their désive, ., @ .
To bid their Ma’ good-night end pray,
Before they did retire. ' '

8 How oould the fafhor tell his child,
" That “Mammy’ now wag dead, .
How could’the ¢hild him-nnderstand ;

‘' Was she not tliexe in bed 27 - - :
* 4 Hestillto * Mammy's " room would go,
i o He‘sawher in the bed, n
“ 'Will she not.hear me pray, and put .

21

I . g

Her hand upon my head ?”

5 But she is gone my derling child,
‘Where saint and seraph sing, L
‘Where God’s redeemed for evér dwell,’ .
And Jesus is their King. .

‘ ¥ 6 Yes, she is gone, as we believe, ‘
*Y " - Mo that bright land above, o
; ‘Where she will sing for ever-more;
Of Jesus and his love.
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.7 Dear, ohildren.then your Saviouy serve |
And love with all your heart; . .. ., |
In heaven above yow'll meet your friends,
Yes, meet.and never-part, “ :

1.8 Jerusalem is now her.home,
’ Of which the prophets told ;
There’s no such place beneath the sun,
The streets are paved with gold.

9 No.scorching sun in summer thers,
Nor yet, in winter, snow ;
That country’s clime is always mild,
4 : There flowers always blow.

10 Peace then, all ye, for friends who mourn,
Our God does all things well ; -
That wisdom always guides his.rod,.
His word doth surely tell.

WILL YOU VOTE FOR CRIME?
“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”—Rom. xiv. 12.

Your vote is a_trust that.God has.given,
Its record is taken, up in heaven,
As well as on earth below ;
» ‘We sing of angels hovering round,
Unseen at oux, side they are ever found.
Their deep eyes watchus now.

No spot or stain on their-white wings fair,
They watch as they sweep through our taintsd air—
Shall they carry the news to heaven, .
That one Christian man has his trust betrayed ?
.| Hisguardian angel would'shrink dismayed .
, ) As the traitor vote was given.

Will-you vote to keep open the tavern door ?

Will you vote.to increase its master’s store?
‘Will you vote for crime and woe ?

‘Will' you vote that the liquor may freely-fidw,

T}, instead of God's kingdom here below,
Hell’s kingdom on.earth may grow ? -

‘Will you vote that your child on the village stresf,
The drunkexd’s staggering form shall meet,
..+, And his filthy ravings hear, .
**' Till an oath shall seem 2 familiar thing,
-And the lips that should glad bosannas'sing,
-Speak words that defile the ear 2

Y
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Will you' vote'that tHe tempters:ghall stm bé{;ray.
And tempt yourboys to the evil- way, * -
That1éads where-the lost abjde 2-
Nay! God forbid! In his namé we'pray, °
Destroy them not with your vote to- day,
For whom the Samour disd. + BR.G.

it R ’.

WHAT DO PEOPLE GO TCO CHUROCH FOR?

Tag folloning Las beun sent us by.an e_duly, gentleman, svho »8¥3 he learned it in
his youth., Things, we liope, are not quite so. bad in -our day, for surely more than
one-tenth go to church to worship God. In sowme places, perhaps, not so many.]

o 1 SoME go to chureh-just for-a' walk,
Some go there:to-laugh and-talk; '
Sonie go there to meet 2 friend,
Some go thers the time 6 spend:-
Some go there for observation,
Some go there for speculation,
Some go there to meet g lover ;
Some go there their faults to cover ;

. Some go there to-doze and nod;
But few go there to worship Gop.

Voo

Glitistim ‘Eblmnqm L

THE HIGHER O’RITIG’ISM

B UR 1euders a.re possﬂ)ly more or less familiar thh the fact that
Professor W. Robertson ‘Smith, of the Free Church Divinity
Hall, Aberdeen, published recently some. articles in the ninth
edition of the Encylopedia Bntanmcu, which see?n to encrosch
on the divine authority,. of, the, Sc:;xptgn‘es Mr, Smlth ig no doubt an
accomplished scholar. 111 Hehrew dnd Greek but it requires something
more than grammar to mieasure the Bible. Mr. Smith, for mstance, tells
us that the fifty.first,psalm was not wrjtten by Dayid, because the writer
says, “ Build thou the walls’ of Jerusa.lem," w'hmh Damd ‘could not say

Now surely any pious. cobtager, such as Cowper pa,mts, could tell Mr
Swith that David could use these words most appropristely. 1st, literally
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as applioable to-his work as the man who. foumled Jex;uaalem, and who
was building its walls when his awfnl erime seemed tothyeaten, his ‘work.
vith God's ourse ; and 2nd, figuratively, as applicsble to the chureh whigh
was made bare and naked, to: the. mproaohes ‘of . the enemy by the orimes.
-of God’s anointed.

To be:a good eritic-of the: text.of Scnpture requires quahines tha.’r, are:
seldom found united. in the same man.. The oritic. must not. only know
the languages of the Bible along with the history and. geography of the
Bible races and countries, but he mast.be a philosopher, able o -grasp the:
firsk nvinciplesof truth, and a theologian, able to survey as a-comprehen-
si  whole, the grand scheme of doctrine, which breaks up:into!mihute:
br, sches in tHb ‘meparate books -and chapters-of the Bible;. Dr. John
Duncan, now alas! dead, had these thtde-qualities, in higher proportion.
than any man of hig age. He was sn accompliched grammarian;. an
doute metaphysicign; and & profound theologian. His mantle hasmot.
fallen on Mz, Smith:‘ " Mr. Bmith’s mind is. acute but not broad; he has-
knowledge, but is lacking in wisdom ; heis logical but not intuitional:

There are howsver;some of Mr, Smith’s critics whopush his theories.
fiirthet than He himself would: He has spoken lately to- his students in
a way that shows thet he Bl holds by the inspiration and the supréeme
authority of the Soripture. We subjoin the corcluding portion' of his
address as showing that, ndthwxﬁhsta,hdmg fears to the contrary he still -
holds that the Bible is the msplred word of God, which not only contains:
but 4s a revelation from God

o The reason why we go. to the Scnpture from day.to day, sesking’ by
the aid of history and the original Ia,naua,cres, and every other help we can.
bring to bear upon it, to know more.of the meaning of Scripture, is just th&t
in this Seripture we have the words of everlasting life. I wish to speak
with some emphasis upon this point, because there are not wanting some
at the present day who identify themselves with the cause of religious
ptogress who do not hesitate to say that the first step in theologlca,l prog-
ress must be a modification of the sup):eme anthority of the Word.of God.
@od has given & revelation of Himself, not s mere revelation of. doofrine,
not & revelation of Christian philosophy, but & revelation of Himself
a8 the living God, who has called us to Him in Christ Jesus, who led His.
people of Israel through many centuries to prepare.them for His manifest-
ation, and who finally in Chvist Jesus.did set beforg us the plan of His.
atoning and redesming, work.,, . The only sonrce, we have for the knowing
of thig great.and true history, which is.onr only hope for salvation, is the
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books of the Bible,and isurelyit is possible for one tobelieve that in these
books of the Bible by means of ‘the inspired word of His own Spirit, we
heve a completé record of all that we require to know for our salvation,
and sucha record that we shall never need anything that is not there—such
& record, too, that not even the simplest Christian rans 2 risk of finding
anything else:there. But yet a continuous progress may be made.in the
way of comprehending the fuiness of what is there, and a progress in the
way of .understanding the means and ways and measures by which God
did bring the knowledge of His way before His people. (Cheers.) These
two questions are quite distinot, and I do not see what difficulty there is
in holding:this position. The Bible is the;supreme authority. It isan
authority in this sense that all that the Christian can wish to have for
salvation is in it, and also that he will not find anything in jt contrary to
4ruth. He will find that the sense is not ambiguous nor uncertsin, and
yet that the whole sense is not exhausted at once, and that we require
1ot only additional exegesis, but also historical and oritical studies in
order to get to the whole-sense. That.seems.to me.s reasonable plan of
progress ;. bat, after all, if this knowledge of hope in «esus ia not to rest
in the Bible then where is it to rest ? (Applause.) Let me remind you
that the greatest critic of the present genersfion, and one of the boldest
men in historical investigation, who certainly has not erred on the side of
over-caution —Professor Ewa,ld—lmd down this principle at the close of &
long life of oritical work—that the Bxble, and the Bible alone, was the sole
authority of our knowledge of that religion lwhmh is absolute, and which
admits of no addition, that the sense of this Bible is neither ambiguous
nor uncertain. That was the position held by a man who, in his day,
was the leader of the highest criticism. Do not let yourselves be misled
by so-called liberal progressive theologians. Do not let youlselves be
led into the belief that you yourselvés cannot be progressive in your
theology With open eyes look at God’s truth through all means of
scientific investigation without giving up that which is far more precious
‘thdn scientific investigation—living faith in the living God whereby we
ourseres shall live, and the Church of Christ shall live also (Loud
~oheers y?

1

TEKEL: WEIGﬁED AND FOUND WANTING.

Our Lord Jesus Christ has given the world an invaluable touch-stone
‘by which to try systems-of religion-and their prophets—¢‘ By teEIR FRUITS
YE SHALL ENOW THEM. ” There is no evadmng the logic of facts, Literary
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men of rationalistio: tendencies may lahour to doomsday to meake ovt that
Mshomet was a true prophet, and his religion good ; but, the fact that .
this religion naturally.and necessarily, always and everywhere, produces
intolerance, cruelty; blood, this ounge of fact at onde annihilates their
tons.of specidus reasoning. The:point.is not that Mahometans are sorme-
times oruel, intolerant, and bloody; so are Christians; but that -crueltyy

intolerance, blood, is a necessary, vital, integral pait of Mahometanism.

On this.aspect of the case, intimately conneoted with our editorial this

month, Mr. Gladstone’s recent Pamphlet, ¢ Lessons in Magsacre,” is an:
invaluable contribution. It shows and proves under seventeen spesific

heads, that the massacre in Bulgaria was no accidental blunder, of wkich

Constantinople is ashamed, but.only a delibevate act in which it secretly
“glories, and which it is prepared to repeat as.often as necessary if only

Burcpe would stand out of the way Such is Islam. ¢ MEeNE, MEND,

TEKEL, UPHARSIN,”'

¢ The lesson which the Turkish Government has conveyed to its

Mahometan subjects by its conduct since last May in the matter of the

Bulgarian rising cannot be more pithily or more accurately expressed.
than in three short English words, ¢ Do it again.” My charge is-that this

lesson was conveyed, ¢nd not only conveyed, but intended to be conveyed.

That it is as plain as if it had been set forth expressly in a firman of the
Bultan or a fetwa of the Sheik-ool-Islam. The heaviest question of all is
not what was suffered in a given district at a given datc, but what is the
normal and habitual condition 6f eight or ten millions of the subject races
who for fifteen generations of men have been in servitude to the Turk.

This is, T may say, the question of questions, and of this we can best
judge by observing what is the conduct of the-Government and its agents,
upon & great and palmary occasion, when for once it is brought fully into
view. Lt us see; then, what light has jus® been cast upon it, With the
outrages the Porte now stands unalterably identified, and a Government
8o identified s not merely weak or impotent, or passionate or cruel in
this or ‘that particular, it is a Government which reverses the great canon
of right and wrong, and which in. the holding down of the subject rdces
adopts the motto-given by Milton to his Satan—

¢ Evil, be thou my good.’

Not mdeed that t}ns inverted law is for the Porte an unvarymg rule of
action.. There is no such thing in the world. Man is never consistent in
evil or in good. Hope, fear, interest, shame, a better natire breaking
into light upon ogccasion may produce in its commonplace and secondary

)
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action much that is less evil, and even some very few things that are
good. But, as in individual life, sc in the life of Governments, it is the
great crisis that searches nature to its depths and brings out the true
8pirit of the man. The Bulgarian rising was & great crisis. A people of
five millions, the most docile, patient, and submissive in all Europe, had
dared to commence & revolt., It was as if the sheep were to attack the
butcher and fill him for & moment with alarm. Much violence; some
cruelty might in these cirocumstances, well be understood. Habitual
brutality, exasperated by fear, so far from remembering in the hour of
wrath the long endurance of o suffering race, determined that in propor-
tion to their effeminacy in bearing should be their deep descent into the
pit of suffering. Bulgaria had on the whole, therefore, exhibited the
most splendid example of successful Turkism in its perfect submission to
terror, in these eming extinction even of the wish to murmur, lastly in the
copious revenues yielded Ly its dogged industry.

¢« In Bulgaria generally, even the last sigh had been stified. It seemed
not even to fret for freedom. And it is no wonder if to those who had
spoiled this magnificent success, this great work of art, there was due on
the principles of Tarkism, under the impulse of the wild beast that dwells
in human nature, an exemplary vengeance. This is not new. The wars
of the Serbian and of the Greek Revolutions supplied apparent parallels
te the great Bulgarian vengeance. But Christendom had not then the open
channels, which happily it now possesses, for tolerably full communics-
tion of the facts, and though we may believe, e are not judicially
entitled to assert, that the Turkish Government had at those junctures,
u8 it has had now, the wretched perpetrators of the acis for the mere
tools of its master-spirit working from the centre at Constantinople for
the misery of man. This, I say again, is upon the whole the great anti-
humen specimen of humanity. To exorcise it will be easy When the
exorcisers are agreed, difficult only as long as some remain wrapped in
contented ignorance, others case-hardened in political selfishness, and
some even possessed, s the British Ambassador has been possessed, with
the belief that the condition of the subject races of Turkey ought to be
supremely determined by whatever our estimate of British interests may
require. Neither wezkness, nor accident, nor ignorance, nor an occas-
ional fit of fury, nor the unfaithfulness of agents to their priacipal, lies at
the root of the Bulgarian massacres. They are the true expression of
the spirit and policy of the Turkish government in seasons of emergency,
when passing from the indifferonce and contempt with which it commonly
regards every function of civil Government, except the receipt of moneys
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it dispels the precarjous eage for which at times that indifference and .
contempt leave room, end in the words of Bluntsohli, ¢ Does not:shrink -
from senguinary horrors’ in support of its ‘ barbarous domination. ™

cmd

- Ghwistinn Life,

A OONSECRATED LIFE

a duty of those who wish to help modem movements forwa,rdto
keep his memory and the inspiring recoilection of his work, not

v merely in the public mind, but always at their freshest. Forvun-
ately, his.is.a story which will bear telling or retelling often enough to
make sure of its being maintained as a real WOrkmg influence..

Tt is only in that way—as a means of spurring others to- self-denymg
Christian work—that he would care for such perennialness.of fame. But.
his example is one far too precious for us to forego its periodical celebra-
tion. We bring it forward, from time to time, in the same way—though
we.trust with a better likelihood of use—as the Roman Catholic priests.
bring out at recurring seasons their relics frum rich shrines.

¢« Here,” we say, “ isthe son of a Bishop, the nephew of a Speaker of
the House of Commons, a young man educated at Efon and Oxford, who
might have led a fashionable life, but who, instead, turned from trivialities.
to philanthropy,.and by the mere instinctive promptings of love to God.,
and.to the lowest as well as the highest of his fellow-men, hit upon. plans
of social improvement which the hardest-headzd polilicians have since
approved and made into law; and who did much more than show this
theoretical wisdora—who rednced it all to practice, going into the.dreary
and sin-stricken East of London, and for eight months living in the
district of Stepney, among the poor, ignorant, and sinful people he wanted
to raise and better, spendmg his time in school-building, teaching, or .
visiting.”” . | .

Thists how the vital pa,rt of his history may be summarised, but t'or
the benefit of any to whom Edward Denison may not have been known
before, we talle thie main facts of his eareer.from his biography in 2 little
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more detail.* He was born in 1840, at ‘Salishury, his'father' being ‘the
bishop of that see, 'and Wwas'educated at Eton' and at Christ Chuich,
Oxford. It was-iiitended that he-chould be s barristér, and'fom 1862 to
1866 he read the law, and travelled in Italy, in the south of France, and
in Madeira, visiting St. Moritz in 1866. His letters show that before this
time he had applied his mind seriously to religious and social questions.
At St. Moritz he was much struck by the habits and condition of the
Swiss peasantry. On returning to England he was first brought info
contact with the Liondon poor, by becoriing an almoner of the Society for
the Relief of Distress in the district of Stepney. He writes that he here
saw ‘ the unsatisfactory resalts of giving relief by doles.” In the autumn
of 1867, the second year of the grest East End distress, he resolved to
establish himself at Stepney, to see with his own eyes the terrible struggle
going on there, and to take an actual share in it. Accordingly, at-the
close of the-season of 1867, he took up his quarters in Philpot Street,
Mile-end Road, and remained there, with only very occasional visits fo his
friends, for eight months. He built and endowed a school, himself taught
in it, gave lecuures on the Bible, formed classes, worked conjointly with
medical officers, relieving officers, visited, and helped every good work.
Tn 1868 hie went to Faris to study the French poor law; later he went to
Edinburgh for a similar purpose. In November 1868, he was returned
to Psrliament as member for Newark, near which his uncle, the Right
Hon. J. E. Dé:.ison, the Speaker of the House of Commons (afterwards
Tiord. Ossington), resided. His health had long been delicate. At Eton,
in the ¢ eight,’ he over-exerted himself in training for a boat race, and the
congestion ‘of the lungs which followed, it was afterwards thought laid the
seeds of comsumption. The doctor advised a long sea-voyage, and in
October 1869, he sailed for Melbourne. Instead of improving, he grew
gradually worse ; & fortnight after he landed at Melbourne, he died.

' His going to live among the poor at the Fast End was Bdward
Denison’s strikingly popular -doing. His social position necessarily gives
it b Dicturesque esaggeration. For outselves we try to make just allow-
ahces for that. The self-sacrifice was in some respects made the greater
by his going down from & high circle into those dark depths of poverty
and sin. But the increase of credit due to him on that score ought strictly
to be kept within its Jimits. He himself in the East End, came upon &
poor self-educated letter-sorter in the Post-office, who for two years had
kept ‘on foot; & ragged-school of seventy children, with & night-school

*See ¢ Le,tters‘and other Writings by the la.t_é Edward Deniso;i,,t M.P, for Newark.
Edited by Sir Baldwyn Leighton, Bart.” London: R. Bentley & Son.
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twice-a-eek, besidles preaching on Sundays. It would be difficult.to.say
which déserved. the most vraise iy.this .extrinsic way,—the letter-sorter
for_ socially ascending to. his pious, tagk, or the bishop's son for -descend-
ing fo a.sphere of work. No, it is, not on that narrow, essily-contested,
and. difficultly-decided ground that Edward Denison’s claim fo oux love
and reverence rests. .. It.cannot.even be contended for him that either his
opitions -or his schemes were-absolutely new.

His peculiar merit is. twofold. He. came to have s clear percepmon
of the great fact, that what can .alone cure our social evils is the personal
contact:of Christiansminded men.and women with their ignorant, wretched,
debased brothers and sisters, drawing them to religion by-esample ; and,
Tyrther, having intellectually apprehended this principle, he, in his own:
individual case, reduced it to actual prdetice. The pictorial incident of-
this ‘well-born, highly-educated young man taking up quarters among the
roughs of the East End gets ifs true value-in this way, being freed from
any suspicion of being an oddity of enthusiasm. This, too, should be
added, that no one can read the Memoir of him and his *¢ Létters,” with-
out Beeing that he for himself discovered this principle of making Chris-
tienity revert to its original style and method. It is astonishing fo note
how little-he owed to others. For instance, there is no trace of his havirg
any knowledge of what had long being doing in Germany in this very
field. The names which Mr. Fleming Stevenson’s admirable volume,
“Praying and Working,” has made familiar to English readers, seem
to have been unknown to him. He enquired into the Poor Liaw adminis-
tration in France and Switzerland, but news of the * Inner Mission” of
the Germans seems not.to have reached his ears at all. It was in study-
3ng Hooker, in reading law, and in watching our ¢wn Boards of Guardians
that the impulse and the Imowledge of his work came to him. Possibly,
in his special case, so much the better. Perhaps it was:this which gave
80 Englich an air to his opinions, so native a look to his plaxs.

If we had room to make extracts from his « Letters,” we could give
striking examples of his keen common sense as well as of his catholicity
of sentiment. For instance, writing in 1866, he wishes, ‘“ an early
obliteration from the map of Europe of that disgusting stain, the Ottoman
Empire.” He foresaw the downfall.of Napoleon ITI., and longed for it.
But we must find space for two passages relating to higher mstters, since
they give the key to his melhod and explain his success. In a paper on
*The Relation of Religion to Morality,’ he says, that in primitive times
Teligion was regarded as g spirit pervading life, and adds,—
 Religion now having been reduced to & sort of mechanical art of
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escaping hell, . . . . distitiobfrom the-concerns of thislife, . . .
wliat has to be done is to show men that the only test of the soundness of-

. theit dootrinal conceptions,—the-only proof which :will be admitted by the
Judge at the Great Assize,—is the effect those conceptions of God have
produded upon their dealinge with men : “ hereby we know that we have
paseéd from death unto life, becanse we love the brethren.’”

And the following passage gives his view of the kinds of presenta,txon
of religion which will and will not win the working classes,—

T have long been under the influence of the ideas expressed by the
ex-gcavenger Mr. Sclomon, that Christ was a liberal and & workman. I
have no fears for the spread of Christianity among these men : thess are
they for whom it was sent, these are they for whom it is declared that
¢ theirs.is:the kingdom of heaven.’ A Christianity taught by Pharisees,
and illustrated by Sadducees, in purple and fine linen, has failed to reach
their hesrts. No wonder. And then men say, forsooth, Christianity
won't do now,—it does not satisfy the instinets of humanity. It is not
Christienity, but Christians who are wanting.”

If anybody already engaged in such noble lubours Tants refreshment
or stimulus, they will get it by only turning the pages of the volume of the
“Jetters.” They will come upon such sentenceés as these,— I am
warming to my work.”—¢ A roomful of dock-lebourers will meet #wice a
week, after a hard day’s work, tv hear me say what I can for the Gospel.”
—¢ 1 am building & ragged school.”

¢« Tt has been rightly written of him,— .

+ By the lone wash of Australasian waves

His body rests, but his great spirit lives,

And in the hearts of those who knew him most
That spirit shall remain—it will not die! .

His name and fame-shall 2mulation prove,
And hir remembered work g history.”

.

Warter Coems.

2
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Cliristing ok,

A\E are glad to find, that the scarcity of money, which has

J crippled almost every department of commercial activity

throughout the world, has not materially affected the great
#% and good work of printing and circulating the word of God.

We gather our mformatlon on this matter from the report read last

month at the annual meeting of the Cpper Cunada Bible Society.

THE BIBLE IN- CANADA.

Although the past twelve months have been & time of 'disn,ppoint-
ment and stringency in money matters to nesrly every one in our pro-
vinee, the Directors of the Upper Canada Bible Society cannct begin
their report otherwise than with a note of praise to God. Whilst our
Heavenly Father has withholden from us, in some measure, the teniporal
prosperity which we wished and expected, He has been giving very
abundantly the blessing of His Holy Spirit. In some places there has
been very marked religious awakening, and the harvest of souls has
rejoiced the hearts of both sowers and reapers. Nor has the blessing
been confined to a few places and congregations. Ministerz of all
churches in different perts of the country, have noticed an unusual
readiness among men to be spoken to about the salvation of their souls.
Another evidence that God's Spirit has been working on the minds of the
people, which is of special interest to this Society, is, that whilst all
kinds of business has been depressed, there has been on Increased
demand for God’s Word. This has been seen very plainly in the Col-
portenrs’ reports which have come before the directors from month to
month ; and it is very gratifying to notice that although the proceeds of
sales have decreased—and, indeed, form the only itemn in which there:
has been any falling off—yet the number of copies issued has been greater.
It is true that the issues of the Society have not increased very
largely, but taking into consideration that colportage has been serionsly
interrupted by death and sickness, that money has been so scarce, and
that the sales of Bibles by the ordinary booksellers have been larger, the
directors regard even this glight increase as encouraging.

The number of copies of the Scriptures issued by the Society during
the year i 88,174, heing 608 more than in the previous twelve months.
There is a large increase in the number of Bibles issued, and a falling off
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in the number of Testaments and portions. This makes the total num-
ber of issues since the formation of the Society 1,010,717,

Another cause for thénkfulness 15 that, in such a time of stringency,
the operations of the Society have not_been curtailed by lack of means,
The Directors would, of cousse, have been gl&d to have had more to send
to the parent Society for its great work amonig the millions of heathen-
ism, Romaniém, and Mshoramedsniem ; and they feel that oir Province
has not yet done as much as it ought in this matter. Nevertheless; they
do feel thankful thay in such & year as the past there has been no need
of curtailment. Itis true they have not been able to carry out all their .
plans of colportage, but it has been owing to other circumstances which
will be explained in another part of the report.

THE BIBLE o ENGLAND. _

From no part of their large field of labour have the Commitiee
derived more satisfaction during the past year than from that which is
cultivated at home by their District Secretaries. The repdlrts from every
part of the country bear strong testimony fo the followmg facts :—1.
That an intelligent knowledge of the Society's principles is' nore exten-

“sively diffused; 2. That sympa,thy with it in its grand yet simple object,
and in the difficulties with which it has to contend, has been largely
increased ; 8. That not only has the liberality of many abounded, but a
disposition has heen evinced to make provision for any extension of work
which God in His Providence may appoint.

Issues.—One of the most hopeful features of the present day is the
extent to which the Word of God is distributed among all classes of
people both at home and abroad. ‘

From tae Depot in Queen Victoria-street :

R31 ) L2 OO '...662 ,937
Integral parts of Old Testament...cc.ceueeeeeaneraconcsanns 64,151
New. Testarment.ceseeeieresicscersssacanasstaessasanaserens 484,545
Neow Testament with Psalms....cceeeceeerenrerecaneenennanns 20,392
Integral parts of New Testament.....ccoeeveercseeeeneses 296,842
3 - 1,528,867
N From Depots abroad :
i T BIDIES creerreieniseeniensis e psenesesases s ssasneaases 187,087
4 -Totegral parts of Old Test&ment ......................... 107, ,499
B New Testament & N.T. With PSaliS.......eersorrsereres 494, 173
8 Integral parts of New Testament ......ccevereerieeess. 364, 609
i ] ‘ -1, 153 318
p Total. i uniiicinnencinircissnirenecanninreseassassesaennanes ...‘2 682,185

The total issue.of the Society now amounts to 76,482,728,
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Bible Women.—The London, Bible and Domestic. Female Mission
reports a larger circulation of the soriptures,.through. the instrymentality
of the Bible womeén than.in any similar period,. . The numbexr of copies
sold within the year has.reached. a total of 12,269, and realized. the sum
of £1,659, whilst the number of. subscribera yet $9 be supplied amounts
t07124 v . P o T "

THE BIBLE IN FRANCE. -

M. Monod continues to prosesute hig" work with his characteristic
care and energy, giving much attention to colportage. Largentumbers
of Testaments and portions were distributed among the sufférers from
the inundations. No difficulty was found in induecing the: people to
acceph these ; on the contrary, great gratitude was expressed for the
Xindness shown;.and in not & few cases the recipients collected ‘what
money they could for the purchass of a whole Bible. Sixty-tivo colport-
eurs. had been engaged for a longer or:shorter period: - ., .-

The total seles by colportage and through-the depots have amounted
to 71,725 copies, against 64,540 in the preceding: year:s Those to
religions societiés and other agencies number 18,078, and thefiee grants,
mcludmg the gifts to sufferers from the ﬂoods, haive a,mounte&’ to 5,848,
giving a total of 95,646 copies.

THE BIBLE IN GERMANY.

Notwithstanding the vast sums which flowed into the German .ex-
chequer after the Franco-German war, there had been much commereial
depression. Theré had also been- not & little religious: excitement.
Neither of these conditions is favourable to the work in which the Bible
Society is engaged, though both serve to illustrate the truth which the
Bible unfolds: But though the power to purchase the Seriptures had
been limited; & season of adversity may not have been unfavourable to
growth ingrace, and if the excitement consequent upon-legislative setion
in connection with questions of ecclesiastical polisy has disturbed for a
time the peace of the churches, results may yet be developed which
ghall prove “that the Liord hath founded Zion, and the poor of His
neople shall trust in it.”

The circulation of the Scriptures within the limits of the s.gency had
reached a total of 297,242 -copies, consisting. of 88,175 Bibles, 185,198
Testaments, and 28,874 portions.

Thé Rev, G. P. Davies points out that the decrease in the German
issues has taken place among Protestant populations only.




270 The -Canada Chaistian Monthly.

+ It is pleasant to be able to record that efforts which for special
véasons had during the year been concentrated upon work among
Roman Catholics had beén eminently successful. God hag opened doors
in 8 wonderful marne, giving facility of access to those long-shrouded in
the darkness of ignordnce and superstition, and the-same Hand throngh
whioh entrance has been obtained has supplied the means for the accom-
plishment of His purpose.

THE BIBLE IN AUSTRIA.

Mr. Mﬂ.a.rd commences his report with an allusmn to the struggles
and troubles of the past year, which had induced him to antivipate a fe-
duction:in his sales. Such, however, has not been the case; for though
in some localities the number does not reach last year’s amount, yet,
taking the agency as a whole, there is an inerease in: the issies of 1,858
copies. These have consisted.of 26,682 Bibles, 53,184 New Testaments,
and 87,444 portions, or 117,810 volumes, and if to these are. added
21,017 supplied to other agenocies; a.total will. be reached of 188,327,

It is pleasant to find that in a provinee of Austrig so diffleult to
regoh as the Tyrol, as many as 4,878 copies of the, Sci'iptum haye. been
distributed.

Another subject of congmtulahon to which Mr, Mxlla.rd alludes, has.
reference to the character of his colporteurs. He feels it an honor to be
connected with & body of mén who, though of different calibre as regards
qualifications, are-yet, he believes, with one heart and one mind seeking
to-serve Grod, and are supporting the testimony of the bogk they circulate
by the example of the lives which they lead. The Bible Society is thus
conferring a double benefit upon the people among whom it works. The
men and the Book speak the same language, witriess to the same truth,.
and honor the same Lioxd; and even whera the Book. is prosoribed, and

_the people neglect it, there is an eloquence in the calm fortitnde and

meek forbearance of tlie men, which wins its way to-hearts hitherto harg,
and.removes prejudlces hitherto insuperable.. -

THE BIBLE IN ITALY.- :

The mere mention of Italy in conneotion tith the dissemination of
God’s truth, seems always to give fresh fervour to the prayer-of faith,
and to fan into renewed axdour the flame of holy expectation. Whatever
be the motive} he who is longing for the estension of the Redeemer’s
kingdom, looks often towards Italy for some signs.of loyalty to its right-
ful King, as a prelude o the sbtting up of that lingdom of which there
ghall be no end. Nor is the inierest which the. Christian takes in this
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l1and, so famed foxr: :thejm&tunty -of itg.artand the refinement.of its taste,

.mithout a reflex influence wpon his.own.soul. Its.present- condition

_.gounds & warnibg to which it is well that he should give heed. If

. painting, or statuary, or musioc, or architecture; could: have spiritualized
the carnal or vitalized the dead, here would have been.found thé' seene
of axt’s triumph and the proof of its power. But if amidst all that is
magmﬁcent in art and refined in taste the tide of sensuality is' at the
ﬁqod and that of mora,hty ab the ebb and the Gospel of the grace of
God remains unheeded what hope is ‘there that the cultivation of
méthetics will beoome the channel of hghﬁ and life to immortal souls.
‘No. 'The’ wa,y ‘in which God works' is a.ltogeiher different from this.
“Thy word is truth,” and “the entrance of Thy word giveth light, it
giveth understanamg to the' slmple. Such 18 God's purpose as regards
every land, and in seeking to spxea.d tﬁe knowledge of God's truth. among
the Ttalians, the Bociety may rely upon “God’s promise for & blessing.

The condition of Ttaly durmg the year had in some respects been
favorable to the work. Tt has been & year of pesce and plenty, calling for
gratitude to Him who crowneth the year with His goodness, and whose
Jpaths drop fatness. The colporteurs have consequently met with legs
difficulty in theu sales through the plen of poverty, though the enemy is

“never wanting in devices to Teep the sinner from the Saviour. Two
aetwe colporteurs had been employed in Rome, and one in the surround-
ing " country, with g fair amount of succéss. The sales at the depof.in
Rome had amounted to 8,352 cojpies. Thlriy five coIporteurs had been
‘employed throughout the land, and by them far the lamgest part of the
civeulation had been éffested, "The total distribution by colportage, from .
“the depots and by other means, had amounted to 41,194 volumes. This
shows g slight increase on the isues of the previous year, but falls far
short of the requirements of the popu'lation,’if they were willing and able
to read the word of God. v _ o
o : . THE BIBLE IN SPAIN. . ) ‘

Spain seems to be again closing itself against the .operations of the
Socxety, but it is encouraging to know that, in 1875, the sales a.mounted
to the goodly number of 5,518 Bibles, 8,628 Testaments, and 40, 999 por-
tions, being a total of 54,545 copies, as against 50, 704 in the previous
year. In addition to this, 2,748 have been distributed as free gifts, and
:8,000 have been forwarded:to- Liondon; making the total issues from the
depot at Madrid 60,298 .Fourteen colperteurs have been employed.on
an average during the -Wwhole year, who have succeeded in putting into

“circulation 85,679:copies, consisting of 8,844 Bibles, 5,071 Testanents,
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~dnd 27,264 portions. Such a'récord of work -duxing k' period of gréat

tr’falmusbb‘econsidéred most-éncouraging, andbe suggestiveof gratitude

" and praise £0 the giver of atl good, the more so as the. increase in' the

" circulation has extended not only to the sma,ller portlons, but to Bibles
and Testaments, o N S

! ‘ NORWAY, swhnﬁu, Bic. Chate e

In both Norway and Sweden the cireulation has been a.bout the same
88 in the previous year, but in ‘both countries the frui of former efforts is
beginning to appear. In plage of the a.pa.thy and indifference which pre-
vailed & fow years ago, there,is proof of spiritual life and Christian enter-
pnse, ,whlch have sprung from the seed of the Word, watered by the dew
of the Holy Spirit. New churches, home. missions, and gospel tents are
a.;ppea.rmg in various looa.lmes, shgw:ng that the work of the evangelist
and the colporteur act and re-act upon each other. Thq Bible creates &
need for the missionary, and a missionaxy creates the ‘need for the Bible.
In Belgium and Holland there had been nothmg of "special interest
reported during the year. In Portugal the work ha& been .going on
stea&ﬂy, and the agent wrote very hopefully. The report of the work in
Dentnark Was very encouraging ; there had been & large .mcre&se in the
" cucula.tlon of the Scriptures, and & revival of spiritual jifé. In Russia
thiere is much. to ¢ encourage the hope that the circulation of God's Word
throughout its vast extent will be marked by a very rapid growth In
Greece Dr. Thomson reports that there has arisen a genuine spirit of
inquiry about Dlvme Truth, which has been _mainly produced by the
circulation of the Word of God. In Turkey, the.operations of the Society
ha,d pa,rtaken of the general depression ; but there had not been wanting
'interesting and encouraging incidents, some of which were, mserbed in the
Record of last Septsmber, and some of w]nch seem to show that the Bible
Society is the agency best fitted to reach Mahommedans. .
In Syria and Palestine, owing to the severity of the winter and the
) prevalence of cholera, the sales have been somewhat less than in the pre-
vious year, and considerable difficulties rema.m, Dbut’ the ament is not
daunted and is upheld by faith in God's promises concerning tiis
terestmg country. e,
THE BIBLE IN CEINA. -,

Colportage, trom various-causes, has neither.been so extensive nor so
guccessful as in former years, and yet within -the period to which Mr.
‘Wylie's report refers, the Colporteurs have visited forty-two prefeciures
(each prefecture being sbout the-size:of 'an average English cotinty)and
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seven (ié’partmenfs, and l}‘uwe éoi:l tpe Sonptq;f'qs,m 102 mstnote, and to
the extent of 29,818 copies. 1If, therefore, no superstrueture of an impos- .
ing character has as yet been raised to (}od‘s glory, a foundatxon hag
nevertheless been laid on which we may build securely, and to which we'
fa.n‘ly look for the Dmne blegsmg 4w '
But Golportaoe is ot now, as it was once, & suﬁicxent test of the
progress of owr work, which is agsuming-a different aspect through the.
co-operation of migsionaries. Colportewrs have in many parts of the
empire been the pioneers, but now that missions are extending their
agenoy, missionaries are to a great extent taking up the work which the
Bible Society initiated. They itinerate through the country, and besides
presohing the Gospel, sow the good seed of the Word in a printed form,
and by insisting upon the book which they distribute being sold and not
given, they leave behind ther some testimony to God's love, which is
more likely to be lasting in its character than their own words, \owever
fitly spoken. Threugh every agency, then, as far as they have traced; the
issues within the hmlta of this vast empire have amonnte& to 100,761
volumes.

THE BIBLE IN AFRIOA,

East Africa—Several letters have been received from the Right Rev.
Bishop Steere in the course of the yéar, dated Zanzibar, which are of an
encouraging nature, both as regards the translation of the Scriptures in
the Swahili language, and the progress of missionary work generally.

. South. Africa—The reports of the auxiliaries at Cape Town, Graham
Town, Natal, eto., are for the most part encouraging, and very interest-
ing gccounts of missionary work in Basutoland have been recsived. The
Sesuto New Testament was ready for the press, ard more than ha.lf of the
Old Testament was completed.

West Africa.—A very encouravmg letter from the Rev. J. memerman
tells of good work being done by Rev. F. Ramseyer and others who were
reloased by the British expedition in 1874, after four-and-s-half years’
captivity in Coomassie. The letter tells of old Christians who had to
use spectacles learning toread, and Mr. Znnmerman say8 the missionaries
are astonished at how the young men, who never had a8 proper tea.cher
before, are athome in their Bible. Mr. Zlmmerma.n 18 hxmself engaged
on the revision of the Ga Bible, which - 1s 8, work of much labour, bub
which he hopes to see completed. e

Towards the conclusion of their report, the Committes of the Pa.rent
18
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Society refer to the loud cries for their help coming from ‘Russia, Persia,
and Japan; Whith'they were* pra,yerfu]ly consuibi'nig hoxé 'bé%zt toaespond
to'with inost advantapeto'the cattég, - s '

* Tt will e interesting to the friends of tHe Society to° retall the fact
that during b ‘period of littlé more than tenr yéars, séparate dgendies have
been estabhshed in Spain, Portugal, Austria, and ‘South' Bussid, while
depots have beeh- opehed at Madrid, Lisbon, Rome, Moscow, Odesss,
Oharkoff, and Tiflis, 48 well as in Viénna, Trieste, Klausenburg, Lemberg,
Pesth, Prague, and Warsaw—a sufficient proof, the Committes venture to’
believe, that the great interésts which they have been coramissioned to
watch-over have been directed and controlled by a wxsdom a.nd power
superior to their own.'

The survey of their domestic field was most encouragmg, and the Com-
mittee had received most cordial approval of the course they had pursued.

The free iricomns of the Society amounted to £116 802 5s. 0d., whilst
thésum received for' Scriptures sold, both at home and abroad, had
risén'to £105,410 2s, 84., which, with £108 1s. 84., received on account
of'a special fund-for India colportage, made a total of £292,820 8s. 1id.

The issues for the year were 2,682,185 volumes, and the total issues
since the formation of the Society amounted to 76,482,728.

. These are very encouraging figures; but if any.one imagine that,
{;herefore, it is tlme to rest in this matter, let him ponder thoughtfully a
remarka.ble paragrp,ph wlnch we cull from the combined report. of the
District Becretaries: —

"4 Within the last few months a statement has been made to the eﬁect
that.the populiltion of our globe increases at the rate of about eleven
millions annually, and probably these figures are below the mark. The
Scriptures-circulated, not only by our Society, but by it and every other
similay organization, do not amount to6 move than five millions per
annum, or not half the yearly increase of the world’s population, Add
to this startling fact that there are, at least, a thousand millions who
néver et possessed a copy of the Bible, and does not the command of
Jehovsh, deliveréd by His' servant’ Moses on the shore,of the Red Sea,
sound forth loudly"to his pepple again to-day, ¢ Speak unno the children
of Tstael that they go forward‘W’ L

" This shows Tow far Bnﬁam is from havmg yet accomphshed her
‘work in this, her mést 1mportq.nf. mission, of giving to earth’s millions
the Holy Bible which has $0 blessed her own thousands, and if there is

work' for Britons to do, Chnadisns must a.n& will be foand ready for
then: share of 1t

'
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Practiod Papers,

HOW TO WIN SOULS,

The following was written to a young mmwteo by J one now in heaven,

*“He that winneth souls is wise,”—Prov. xi. 80.

¢ They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever aud ever, ”-—Dan xii, 3.

N/ Y DEAR BROTHER in the self denymg, ﬂeah-mor‘clfymg,
M5 Gospel of the World’s Redeemer: may every blood-bought
L9 privilege of Jesus Christ be yours in tlme a,nd in eternity.

SO AMEN,

In your last epistle you express a strong desxre that I Wonld give
you my opinion respecting your duty in the closet. You ask-—¢+ If
1 pray for sinners HUMBLY, CONSTANTLY, and FAITHFULLY, before God in my
closet, and confess and mourn over the sinfulness of iny people before
God, will a greater power and unction attend my miinistry? And will
souls be converted in proportion as I thus act, provided I -do it in strong
faith? Do, my brother,.speak out on these stbjeots with =ll plainness, as
s father in the Gospel to his son. I do not ask the above questions with
any other design than to enable me to see my way clear in the work of
God.”

Answer—All the mighty mexn of war in the ohuroh of God gince the
foundation of the world, who have shaken hell t6 any amount, have besh
sons of the closst. Moses pleaded until he liad power to tum aside
heaven's red-hot thunderbolt of wrath, and though God said ¢ Let ine
alone, that I may destroy them, and blot out their name from under
heaven.” But while justice heard him pray in faith, He could not seal
the sinner’s doom. So that after a mighty strnggle, he obtained power
with God; spanned Ius strong arms of faith round siz hundred thousand
wicked reprobates. Elijak, after long and powerful pleading, shut and
opened heaven. But I will not speak of what prophets, apostles, snd
other inspired men have done through faith and prayer, lest Satan should
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- take advantage and tell you that it would be impious to expect the power
with God which such holy men had. Look, then at & Baxter, who stain-
ed his study walls with praying bresth ;. and after he got anointed with
the oily unction of the holy Ghost senfa river of living water over Kidder-
minster, end was the means of converting hundreds. Luther, and his
coadjutors were men of such mighty pleadings with God, that they broke
the spell of ages, and Iaid nations subdued at the foot of the cross.
Jokn Enox grasped in his strong arms of faith all Scotland ; his prayers
terrified tyrants, Whitfield, after much holy. faithful closet pleading, went
to the devil’s fair, and took more than one thousand souls oat of the paw
of the lion in one day. See a praging Wesley, & pleading Bramawell, Stoner,
Smith, and Carvosso, each of Whom led thousands to Jesus; Ann Cutler,
and Mrs. Fletcher, whoge breath was prayer, and who had souls in every
place In 1820-21, a few plain, holy, praying Christians were instramental
in leading seventeen  thousand souls from. Satan wunto the glorious
Bedeemer, John, Oa:toby, with his one talent, sighed, wept, fasted, and
groaned, and prayed for sinners—threw them on the atonement, and bound
them there for hours by faith's strong arms—entered the pulpit and spoke
words of flame, so that hundreds were saved by his means.

It is to be deplored that there are so few regular soul-saving ministers
in the present day; I mean men who are blessed in the conversion of
souls ab every place. But let us look to ourselves. I feel ashamed of
myself! My: ologet, Bible, study, family, church, the world, heaven, and
earth—all witnegs against me. But I must speedily stop, or my epistle
wﬂl be. a.ll introduction. Just allow me to say that I take it.for granted
that Qod has saved you from pride, the love of money, the fear of man,
and especiglly from mexe party zeal. If you only want sinners converted
to gain 8 great name in the church, to swell your party, or show what
great_feats you egn do, your state of soul is poor indeed, Can you, and
do you rejoice when you hear of souls being saved in any other church?
If so ali hail! Then take the following, which I have taken from the
best works I have met with on the subject of closet pleading. If your
sa,nct]ﬁed heart be burdened and half broken for the salvation of souls,
and you feel willing to be anythmg—even a fool in the eyes of & God-
dighonouring world and & sleepy church—so that souls may be saved, if
I know anything of the matter, you are in a proper state of soul to begin,
and if you do not, sgre you anything better than a hireling shepherd-?
Go through the town you live in, and take a clear survey of the wicked,
and notice, their sins. Count the flaming gin-palaces, beer-houses, tes-
gardens, seloons, dancing-rooms, brew-houses, wine-vaults, brothels, play
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houses, and other devils’ chapels. Look at their desolation until your
heart ache§ with grief on 'a¢count of their danining sins, See the daring
Sabbath-breakers with thisir open ‘shops, brazen fronts, and hardened
héarts. Ses’ the fnoving thass of prostitutes and their vile supporters;
the seduoer ‘'axid the seduced rushig madly on together into everlasting
burnings. Go throdgh tHe filthy streets, dirty lanes, and dark squares,
énd try to find out the reigning $ins of every faraily, if possible. Be
particular (for to you as well as to the Physician it is of the utmost
importanee) to know the ‘very worst of the disease. Oben your eyes—
look minutely—do not ¢ rn away, as most likely you will be tempted to
do. See that poor old grey-headed sinner! His hairs have grown grey
on the ¥oad o hell ; his lirbs' totter on the way to the pit; his eyes are
dim with looking on vanity! See what a dark long train of children
and children's children he ig drawing with him! Death and damnation .
are moving to meet them! See how thousands of the poor, reeling,
staggering, filthy, mad drunkards, in fits of hellish frenzy, are destroy-
ing themselves, and floating into God's Presence in their own suicidal
blood! See the multitudes of poor loathsome prostitutes, polluting the
earth, air, and heaven, Inoculating thousands with corruption, and
glutting the grave and the pit with their slain victims! Nay, my
brother, look at the whole mass of sinners wading recklessly through
currents of redeeming blood ; steeling their consciences against the
Holy Ghost; pressing through the prayers of the saints; making
stepiaing-stones to hell of God’s book. See them shut their eyes. Yes!
they are emphotically in earnest to damn their bodies and souls for ever.*

Look at them—Ilook at them—Iook at them! Do you see them ?
Then you see ther on a slippery hill, and sl! around is hell ! Think how
they dishonour God—think how they pierce the Saviour—think how they
grieve the'Holy Spirit—think how they damn the rising race—think how
they people the wide burning pit! See how they push one another off
the stage of life into perdition ! See, thousands of them have taken all
but the last step; so that, if you do not pluck them thence at once, the
next step will be hell’s fire, hell's devils, hell’s brimstone, hell’s wails,
hell’s déep death-groaning, hell’s blackness, hell's darkness, hell’s hurri:
cane, hell’s :howling, blesting, blasting, fery tempest, and that for ever
and for éver! anp vor Evir! AND FOR EVER! Oh, brother, all this
is' true ! and will you not use the weapon which God has himself placed
in your hands, and go and virestle with him fo save t}ﬁs people ? Think

*See Supplemant,
P
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of the origin, power, and value of their souls! Think of the bleeding,
pleading love. they are shghtmgl Think of the eternal daranation they
are going to! Think of the heaven of increasing glory they are losing.!
Think of the influence they have in drawing millions with and after them
to hell! Think what glory it would bring to God the Father, Son, and
Spirit, if they were converted! Think deeply, think long, and think
properly, between their living in sin and &ra.\vmg nations after them to
hell, and being converted by God’s Spirit given in answer to your prayers,
and becoming, themselves the instruments of conversion to others. Think
of Gethsemane, Calvary, Olivet, and the blood-besprinkled mercy-seat!
T_hink what Jesus has done, is doing, and is willing to do for them !
Think of what. he has done for millions as bad as they, when they re-

_ pented, forsook sin, and believed. Think of what he did, for bloody

Manasseh, the murderer; David, the wicked adulterer; mad Saul, wicked
Magdalen, swearing Bunyan, the infidel Rochester, and millions of other
drunkards, thieves, harlots, and the very worst of sinners on this side of
the pit. Nay, think until your soul harrows up within you, and melis
into pity, or flames into burning charity. Then with your full love-
stricken heart enter your closet, and bewail the sins of the people before
the Ljord. Take up o deep lamentation, and bewail the number, the
nature, aggravation, and consequences of their sins with perticularity.
Mako their sins your own (so to speak), that is, feel for them, and pray
for them, as though you were in their (nearly damned) condition. Yoke
yourself in with them. Be particular in confessing their sins, although
it may stab your soul, and make you blush to name them. Yet do not
cloke them. -Tiike Moses, Daniel, Jeremiah, Nehemiah, Paul, and other
holy ones, confess.them again and again. While you are confessing and
mourning over them, keep casting your sonl and their sing on the atone-
ment; recognize the more then infinite willingness of the world’s Re-
deemer to save them ; and plead with heaven to save them. Don’t plead
to-make God willing to save them, for he.is already infinitely willing;
but plead because it is your duty,plead because God does and always
will. answer the plea.dmgs of bold holy faith. Never mind spending your
time in s(:udymg the philosopky of the thing—it és so. The Book of God
and every page of chureh history says—it is so. The success which has
always attended  such closez prayers sets it beyond all doubt. As you are
pleading, imitate Moses. When Ged was about o cnt off gnilty Tsrael,
he pleaded his promise, his oath, his stretched-out arm; he 3leaded
again and again; even after God said * Liet me alone,” he pleaded in
faith. Go thou and do likewise. Plead the power of God ; plead the
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love of God ; plead tho meroy of God ple&d the “ yea and ‘““argen ™
promxses of God. Plead the life of J esus. Plead his death, resurrection,
ageension, and prevzulmg intercession. Span, your et;:ong-nexve& arms of
faith- around sinners, and bind them to the blood-stained iree. Plead
heaven with its everlastmg glory, hell ,with its darkngss, ﬁre, and 8d8~
mantine chains, Plead the shortness of time; plead; the length of end
less etérnity, Enter deeply and fully into their awful stafe. I do-not
want. you to be a mere happy, joyful Christien ; but one who drinks with
Christ the bitter cup. But mind and. do all in feith, with a single eye to
the glory of God; and, if you plead in this wey for hours, you will soon
learn the grand secret of shaking any town, and sending a wave of living
water over the land. Christ says, * He that believeth, out of his belly.
shall flow #ivers of living waters : believe, then, und flood your distriet, no.
matter what stends in the way, If, while you are pleading, you only
believe, something great will be effested. Oh! for a few Moseses,
Jeremiaghs, or Pe,uls, to stand in the gap!

My brother, play the man—do something. Do 1fr—do 1{;—-do it; but
doﬁ; at once, . } - Yours, asever, . .

: . A Lovmz or Soows,

P.S.=1If ‘you attond to this holy closet-work, you will get anomted
with fresh oil for the pulpit ; and then you will bring down Grod’s blessing
every time you preach. I admit I have set you some rough work, which
flesh and blood will get you to shun, if possible, but stand to it. Endure
the cross, despise the shame; and then, when the chief Shepherd shall
appeay, instead of being cub asunder and getting a porhon with the hypo-
crites, as you most surely will if found to be an: h1r . you shall appear
also with the children twhom e hath giver you, and receive & crown in
which you shall shine as the brightness-of the ﬁrmanent, and as the stars _
for ever and ever,-—Dan, xii: 8.

. A
surpz.nmr.nr o : : ("

Shou"ld any one tlunk I speak too-strongly, le" him read the follow-
ing from the Rev. W Burns, of the Free Church of Scotland, & man
who has been exfza,qrdmar;]y use.fu.l in the conversion of sinners;—*1I
am sure you wust see, if the Bible is frue, multitudes there are on the
highway to- hell. Many are ﬁghtmg for wealth:as if they. had an eternal
lease of life, Ma.ny axe as proud as if they were not, heixs of wrath. .
Multitndes flock to Saten's encampment on the race-course, and are there
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murdered for eternity. Multitudes press into theatres, where devils ory
Touder thafitnen * Kgain P Kgsifit® "Mdlitnde'¥rdwa fhto the tippling
housts, which-i6:th'devil’s Shariblés—¥RE bPH Hivtiths of hell!  Yousig
men anid Wotnéi, think of it ¢ TipplingHotlse-k&épérs) think of it, and
give back youilicense, of, if you' still'ard¥édolved 16 tetail for the devil,
oh! +write,'for the sake of misérable -gouls, &bove your doors, ‘s short
road to the-pit.! Liook'at yourlevening stfeets! How many selly forth
to-glut their eyes with sint * How many stagger along to the pit! How
many wait and walk about to see if the devil will 'buy their souls for &
lewd commpanion! Ah, Satan is quick to stiike 8o good a bargain! He
buys souls-cheap in the Newcastle market; and never niore than on the
Sabbath, when multitudes fles 'out of town by land and watet, as if the
plagte Were in-it, 4nd travel with rexrorp railwdy speed to hell. Alas?
sinners seem now to ride post to perdition, as if they were afraid of being
too late to get in. It seems as if theré would be & stir in hell to find
room for the shoals that-are rushing down t6 it. 'Sinners! is this state
of things to continue? It cg.nhéﬁ continue. Mercy or judgment must
énd it. The fown i ripe for Christ’s ATonmie bléod, or for-God’s devour-
ing wrath. Sinners! yoii must répent and be saved, or go on and be
damned. Therd'is o middle ground' to stand upon. The blood of Jesus
z';ngvl‘ the power of the Holy Ghost are the only refuge! To these turn,
¥hile God Waiteth andl pubieth 5 dreg to the wheels of vengeance.”

-
\
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THE DEVIL'S FOUR SERVANTS.

HE devil has a great many servants, and they are all busy, sctive
ones. They ride in the railway trains, they sail in the steam-
boats, they swarm along the highways of the country and the

Ws thoroughfares of the cities; they do business in the busy marts,
they eiter housés and brésk open shops | they e &vérywhere ‘and 1 all
places. ' Bomeé ate £0 vile-looking that ond’ instinktivély turs ffom thes
in--disgusty But'Somie are’ sb sociable, 'insindating and plausible, that
they ‘almost Fecoive, at titnes, the very elest. ~ Afdong this latter olads
are to be' Toin@ the deVil's four-chief'sebvanta. Hére'abe their names:

R R R R I LA ST} R T SR (LI PRSI 0 L AV AT R
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AL *&\h AN FRARE

¢ THERE 1s NO DANGEB.” 'l‘hat is one,

¢ ONLY THIS ONOE.’ Tha’c is another.

“ Every nopy poes so.” That is the third.

“By-anp-pv.” That i is the. fourﬂ: s

When fempted § om ) the path’ c}f ‘striot rectitude, aid “There’s no
dangér " urges you on, say, e Gef, fhee ‘bekind e 'Sata,n * Whot! tem t-
ed to give the Sunday up “to plea.snre, or to do ‘s WEé Tabor in"fhe worh:
ghop or in the-counting-room, and ‘¢ Only this once,” or ¢ Everybody does
80,” whispers at your elbow, do not listen for a moment to the dangerous
counsel. ' If the holy spirit has fastened mpon’your conscience the solemn
warnings of & faithful teacher or friend, and brought fo mind & tender
mother’s prayers for your conversion, do not let “By-and by ” steal away
your confidence, and, by persua&.mg you to put away serious things, rob
you of yonr life, All four ars cheats &nd liars. They mean to deceive
you and cheat your sonl of heaven. «Behold ! 88ys” Goa’ “ now is the
accepted time, now is the day of salvation.” He has no promme for
¢« By-and- bf’ ’——‘-Chmuan at Wofk

E S (IR AR

WHY SINNERS ARE NOT ALARMED.

A nmx travelling on horse‘baoh on & darL evenmg entered a tavern,
requestmg entert&mment. -

¢ Which wa.y did you comse,” said the landlord.

« T diogsed the bridge fromn thewest.” ™

¢ That i is mposmble for thére is mo bridge there, T take my
lantern and show you:” The planks on & covered bridge had been
removed, while the timbers remained. The bridge was high above &
desp and rapid.stream. The man's horse had at first refusedto go; but
the spurs pushed him, and he went 6ver. And now when the man saw
that his horse had erossed on one of those timbers, he fainted and fell.

The resson you, Q sinner, are not alarmed in- regard ‘to"your soul is,
because yoﬁ do 1Ot ges your danger. If you saw it, yoh woul& be moved.

tu N
—

K'EE GREAT CON C'E’RN
Tz Bank of England, on a certain oceasion, was thought.to bein
danger of bsnkmptgy. The dnectorq were cloeeted m theu' rooms for &
fortmght o N
~ At length- they saw that all was- sa.fe One of them walked out; and

metgfiend. ' T o0 . Lotoh S
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“Howisit?"hesaid. ~ ' = * ‘
“ It's safe.” ‘ : ) o
« How is your family ?" said his friend, L
“ My.family ? I did not know that I had one!” o

Men can be. thus excited upon the affairs of this' lifo, Wk

ihey not be upon the mteresﬁs of an endless life? o

WITHOUT THE WEDDING GARMENT. ...
.Loox at the gay throng,at this marriage feast. Yet.among all those
guests there is only one whose dress is not in correspondence ywith the
«occasion. The lord of the feast had provided all that was necessary.
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‘J.‘he bea,uhfal mamage tobe w,a,s ready for every mvlted guest " How-
«wver many there might be “called,” there . werg dresses for them all,
But the poor foolish man is at the table, and has on no such Weddmg
garment.  'Why? He can, you observe, make no good excuse, and there-
fore he makes none, He cannot say that none has been provided for him,
As little can he urge that _he hag never beer offered any. He is without
fthe required dress because he chose to be g0, and in thus choosing he has

jnsulted his entertainer, a.nd condemnead, hxmself W.hat does he deserve
who will thus intrude into a King’s house, and insult him to his face by
zefusing his gifts and disregarding his-commands ? It is not wonderful
that he should be put out at any rate, and never allowed to taste of that
gplendid supper. How foolish! How sinful such conduct! Yes. Butb
there are others far more foolish and far more sinful who espect to enter
heaven, and remain there, having no dress but that of their own.fancied
goodness, and thmkmg that there is no need of that xobe of right-
eousness which the Lord of glory died {o securs, and lives to bestow.
“TeNorance” knocked confidently at the gate of Heaven after having been
long persuaded that he was a tiue pilgrim, but he got no admittance,
He was taken thence'to the place of the lost, and the * great dreamer”
had to say that from that case he learned “ that there was a way to hell
even from the very gate of Hea,ven i

A WORD ABOUT TACT.

TAC’I’ is an mdefma,ble attribute, a somethmg that cannot be impart.
ed, yet how qmchly it is missed, gnd how much to be pitied, are the
unfortynates who possess it not. There are scores of these same unfor.
tunates in the Worlld king- he&rted, good tempered exce]]ent people they
are-t0o, yet they are always giving pain to qthers, or making enemies for
themselves, -vlthout an 1dea. of their own shatein the matter. .

""Tothmg astonishes one-of these tactless people more tlmn the un-
toward results which follow their efforts to be agreesble, notlung is 80
difficalt as to convince them of their mistakes. ‘“What could have been
the matter with Mr. Brown ? " says one; he behaved so oddly, just as if
he was offended at something.”

“ Why did you talk so pointedly of dishonest officials, when you
Inew hig brother had been accused of embezeling that trust fund ? " we
ask in return, Baut the tactless one only says with a look of astonish-
ment :
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“Why, I'm sure I never thought of him, and anybody might have
known I didn’t. Mr. Brdwn has {00 ruch Sense to itiaginé suchi-a thing.”
But Mr. Brown did think’ that's refereride’ wa.s made t lus brother and
nothing could convinee hint to the ¢ontraty. *

" Boit is always—theWwrong subject started, the wrong person a.ddress—
ed, and only want of tact to blarne for it.

Yet is not Christian kindness and courtesy better even than taet,
making it impossible for ug to offend our neighbor if e love that neigh-
Bor a8 ourselves? Let us “I:hen cultlva,te the law of love.

i

——

Tze Duchess of Gordon and a companion were visting a cottage in
Scotland, when a pedlar came in, threw down his pack, and asked for a
drmk of water. The woman of the house handed the water to him, and
said, ¢ Do you know anything of the water of life 2 ¢ By the grace of
God I do.” He drank the water, and then said, « Let us pray.” And
this was his prayer: + Oh, Lord, give us grace to feel our need of grace.
Oh, Lord, give us grace to receive grace. Ob, Lord give us grase to ask
for grace. Oh, Liord give us grace to use grace when grace is given.”
He then took up his pack and went away, having preached a powerful
sermon in a few words.

Anone the multiplied arguments for the existence of God, the
thoughtful observer must give to human life itself a prominent place.
We do not mean human nature or exmtence, but the earthly course of
that existence. Indisputably, the candid mind must find in it a distinct
declaration of God as Christianity conceives and the Bible reveals Him.
He twho having become tolerably conversant with the progress of human
Life, in general and in particular, and who still persxsts in finding in it
fo evidence of the personal, perfect, good God, is left no alternative but
that chance, the intricacy, the accutracy, the persistence and the sublimity
of which constitiite a miracle in itself demanding such a God.

S
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RL’ADING THE BIBLE.

<H, mot'hexj © ‘sa,ni Willie, “I have read five chaptersthis mo;'n-
~ ing.” A look of pride flashed on his bright countenance as he

closed his Bible, and uttering these words looked wup in his

: mother’s face. He felt he had done somethmg grest, and

expeoted commendation ; for the little boy loved praise, as many boys do.
But. his mother said nothmg then, for she understood well his habit of
reading ; many days, I am sorry to say, passing without his reading a
chapter ; and then, when told of his past neglect, he would take a eudden
start and run over four or five chapters, and feel that he had retrieved
p@gﬁ neghgence But from such reading little good came, It was o
hasty and irregular to make a deep impression. . This little mcldentled
mq to think of some hints about reading the Bible, which I here oﬂ‘er to
my: young readers ;

1. Read the Bible regularly. A good man of old says, «I have
esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.” 'l‘h.ls
is the true idea. 'The Bible is daily bread, to be taken regularly, that
the sonl may grow thereby. i

;. 2. Read the Bible attenhvely The meanmg of the Blble is in the
Bible. Unless he that reads gets the meaning, it will not do him good.
Hasty reading of a great many chapters at once is of no advaatage.
Read slowly, a little at o time, and think on what you read, and Fou
will understand and remember it.

8. Read the Bible as God’s book, not merely because fa.thez: or
mother wish you to read it, but for a better reason—-because God spegks
to you in the Bible. When I have seen a little girl run in, her eyes
sparkling with joy, erying, « Oh, mother | here’s a letter from father to
me, for my name is on the outsxde," I a.lwaya wish she mxght 80 look on
the Bible, for it i isa letter from our Father in heaven. So feel, and so

'I'hese fow hints are enough for once. W111 not ‘my little re&dem .
vemember them and read every day, with greab attentmn, the book of
God? I love to see a child, as I do sometimes, take her little Bible every
morning and sit down to read a chapter, without waiting for any one to
tellher to do it. This is a better habit than Willie’s, for he onlyread ocea-
sionally, and had need to be often reminded of the duty. Read often, and
love toread, dear children,and you will not forgetit.—London Early Days.
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THE LESSON ABOUT THE BIRDS.
It was very interesting to us, last summer, to witness the scene
depicted in the picture. A little sparrow fell ont of its nest, a distance of
nearly thirty feet, and yeb it ‘was not killed. '
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The kind- hearted wife of & gardener ran to take up the poor fledgling,
sid after warmmg it a4 the fire ake put it into & oage outside the w wmdow.
koping that the old birds would come and feed 'their nestling, In this
expecta.tlon she was not disappointed. The parent Dbixds, endenﬂy
missing their little one, began a diligent gearch for it. Their chirpings
of distress were soon heard by the poor bitd, for in a few moments the
parents flew to the oage , bringing it focd. They continued this attention ; 3
and for days the ohlldren of the school took great delight in witnessing
this feeding of the little bird, and we are glad to add that Miss Hills, the
schoolmistress, wisely embraced the opportunity of giving the children
some useful and interesting hints on the importance of kindness to Gods
dumb creatures.

FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH.

Waen Pompeii was destroyed, there were mauny buried in the ruins of
it, who were afterwards found in different situations. There were some found
in deep vaults, as if they had gone thither for security. There were some
found who were in the streets, as if they had been attempting to make
their escape. There were some found in lofty chambers. But where did
they find the Roman sentinel? They found him at the gate, with his
hand grasping his war weapon, where he had been placed by the captain ;
and there where the heavens threatened him, there where the earth shook
beneath him, there where the lava stream rolled, he stood at his post,
and there, after a thousand years had passed away, he was found. So
let Christians learn to stand to their duty, willing to stand at the post
on’ which their Captain’ has placed them, and they will find that gtace
wﬂl support and sustain them.

R

.
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PRAYING AND WATCHING.

A 'urrree boy in one of the schools in Edinburgh, who attended a
prager-meeting, spid to his teacher: .

 Teacher, I wish my sister coild be got to read.the Bible ; she never
reads ib.” ‘

¢ 'Why, Johnny, should your sister read the Bible ?”

“Because, if she once read it, I am sure it would do her good, and
she would be converted and saved.”

"¢ Do you think so, Johnny 9"
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boder apl-n

“ Yes, I do, Bir ; and I wmh the next txme thé/re isa prayer meetmg,
you,, w?uld ask the people to pray for my sxster, tha.t she may begm to
ren.d the Bxble LA

e 'Well well, it sha.ll be done, Johx.”

So the tea,cher gave ouf. that 8 Tittle boy WB.S anxxous thet 3 pra.yer
sﬁould be oﬁ'ared thathis sxster might read her Bxble John was obgerved
to get up 2nd go out. The teacher thought it veny rude of ‘the boy to
dlsturb t‘he people in a crowded room; and so the next da,y, when the
1ad & ¢gme, hesaid:
2ls “ John, 1 thought it very rude of you to get up in the prayer meetmg
and go out. You ought not to have done s0.”

¢ Oh, sir,” said the boy, “I did not mean to be rude, but I thought
I should like to go home and see my sister reading her Bible for the ﬁrst
tlme 7"

Thus we ought to watch with expectatwn for answers to our prayers.
Do not say, ** Lord, turn my darkness into light !” and then go out with
your candle, as if you expected to ﬁnd it dark, —Rev. C. H. Spurgeon.
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Specinl Fotice t0 Subseribers.

T'ma low ‘price at which the CaNapa CHRISTIAN M’ovrm_y is fm'mshed
to subscnbers, renders it necessary for us either to insist on strlcﬂy
advance payment, or to make an extra charge when credit ~18 given.
Hereafter, until further notice, the terms will be $1.25; or when paid
strictly in advance, $1.00,—in both’ ¢ases fres of postage. "In order
that this change in the price of the Magazine ray not be deemed &
hardship to any of our old sabscribers who have not yet remitf;éd for
1877, we shall continue to accept $1.00 in full payment up till the
JSirst of July next, after which date $1.25 must be remitted.



