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Mrs. Armstrong Coming Héme.

The Christian Visitor of June 23rd, publishes
the following extract of a letter, dated May 4th,
from Mrs. Sanford of Bimlipatam :

-4 Ere-this-reaches you,you “probably will liave

heard of Mrs. Armstrong’s return home. A letter
came to us the other day saying that Kate has been
very ill, and that Mrs. Armstrong is very weak,
So they have decided to leave for America this
week. Mr. Armstrong will accompany them as far
as Madras. We expect them here on Saturday
next, and the day following they are to embark.”

The Gospel Call.

““ Go ye into the highways and hedges and compel them to coma in.”
Lioxs xiv, 23,

“CALL them in,” ~the poor, the wretched,
Sin-stain’d wanderers from the fold ;

Peace and pardon freely offer ;
Can you wei%h their worth with gold ?

“Call them in,”—the weak, the weary,
Laden with the doom of sin ;

Bid them come and rest in Jesus;
He is wni(ing : ‘* Call them in,”

" Call them in,"'—the Lcw, the Gentile,
Bid the stranger to the feast ;

*Call them in," —the rich, the noble,
From the highcsl to the least.

“Call them in,”"—the broken-hearted,
Cowering "neath the brand of shame ;

Speak Love's message, low and tender—
"Twas for sinners Jesus came,

See | the shadows lengthen round us,
Soon the day-dawn will begiti ;

Can you leave them lost and lonely ?
Christ is coming : *‘Call them in.”

Open thy Mouth Wide, and I Will
Fill it.—Ps. 81-10.

A PRAYER MEETING ADDRESS BY GEOQRGE
MULLER.

. This word should be continually present to our
* hearts, We all have our necessities of one kind or
another, and every child of God has many things
about which he has need to speak to God. And
our gracious God speaks here to each one of His
children. “Open thy mouth wide, and I will fil
it, "—now ask much at my hands, look for much
from me, brirg great requests before me, I am
. God and not man ; itis the very joy and delight
of my heart to give abundantly. If we were privi-
leged to o to a great person for anything, we
should not ask for two-pence half-penny, nor two
shillings only, but much more ; it would be an in-
sult to ask for so little. And if we were allowed

—

should be ashamed, or ought to be, to make only
trifling requests.  But the mighty ones of earth are
as nothing compared with Jehovah ; and if we
would give joy to the heart of God, we must ask
great things at his hands, and expect great things
from Him. This is taught us in the figurative ex-
pression, * Open thy mouth wide, ” and the promise
15 I will fill it, ” Let any one act according-to the
exhortation, and mostassuredly God willfulfil the pro-
mise. Let us look about, and sce when in any mea-
sure we have been ableto act accordingto this word,
whether God was not as good as His word ; and
let us remember that if He has not yet gratified
our requests, it does not follow that He will not.
Let us only wait still'on Him expectingly, perse-
veringly, for the glory of God,*in the name of
Jesus, and we shall see how He will fulfil this
-word,—"I-will fi}- it;" - -Frow-touching -are-those |-
words in the same Psalm, where God says :

“ Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and
Israel had walked in my ways! 1 should soon
have subdued their-enemies, and tummed my hand
against their adversaries. The haters of the Lord
should bave submitted themselves unto Him :
but their time should have endured for eyer. He
should have fed them also with the first of the
wheat ; and with honey out of the rock should I
have satisfied thee. ”

Itis the very joy and delight of the heart of |
God te do us good ; and we are here taught that
God is willing to give us everything really good
for us. : .

Caste.

Some few weeks since, Rev. ]. McLaurin lectur-
ed in the Alexander St, Church, Toronto, on
“ Intellectual and Social Life among the Hindus,”
We are indebted tu the Christian Helper for the
following phonographic report of that portion of
the lecture in which he spoke of the Missionary’s
greatest foe, * Caste ; what it is ; itsinfluence and
the difficuity of dealing with it. ”

THE LECTURER'S DESCRIPTION.

The intelligent people, the Hindus, are naturally
social. They are a cheerlul, chatty, gossiping, gay
kind of people. They are fond of sociability, and
yet there is no country in the whole world where
there is less of it. What is the reason ? There is
just one thing that cuts at the very root of all
social life in India, and that is caste. What is
caste ? It cannot be defined. Is it religious ?
Perhaps, if you asked all the missionaries in India,
you could not get two men to agree about what it
was ; or if you asked all the civil officials, it would
be the same way. It is religious, and it is not re-
ligious. Isit a social distinction ? It is a social
distinction, and it is not a social distinction. Is
it a tribunal distinction, as some affirm ? Itisand
it is not. Caste is a hydra-headed thing, an off-
spring of the great enemy of souls, and his most
successful effort to stem all progress, and interfere
witte all advancefent in every shape and form.

There are supposed to be four original castes.
They say that Brahma, the great creator, one day
thought he would create man, and he breathed
one caste out from his head, and they became the

freely to make our request before the sovereign, we

head of creation—the Brahmin caste. Then he

created another out of his arms and chest, and
they were the soldiers and the kings—the ruling
class of the world. Another came out of his body,
which was to be the body of the nation or the
country—they were the merchant class and many
other castes and classes of sub-castes and classes
among them. Last of all he created the Shudrahs
by rubbing his feet in the dust of the earth and
stifting them up out of that—and they are sup-
posed togbe the lowest dregs of creation. But
there are dregs below the dregs after that, because
the Pariahs are not counted in this. But this, after
all, is only a superficial distinction ; for there are
now ten different castes among the Brahmins
themselves, and over eighty diffierent castes of
Shudrahs, not to mention others.

What is the effect of caste upon social inter-
course and- -sociat-ife ?- - What social-intercourse -
can you have with a man who will neither eat nor
drink with you?—a mau to whom your touch is
pollution? A man who will pot come withia
many yards of you ?—a man who will never cross
your threshold ?—a man who will not marry any
one connected with you, no matter what your posi-
tion may be, and who will not give any of his in
marriage to you?

Socially, there is less socidl relationship between
the different castes in India than there is between
each of them and the brutes that gather around
their doors. Take, for instance, a Brahmin—a
*twice-born man " as he calls himself. He does
not know a single letter. He is unable to read a
word. He is as poor as he possibly can be—does
not own a single rupee. Heis all that is execrable ;
he is everything that is disgusting and repulsive—
scrofulous with diseases of every kind. Place be-
e him a Pariah. He may be rolling in wealth ;
he may be respectable ; he may be cleanly ; he
may be well educated ; he may be everything that
you would call respectable—pleasant in his man-
ners and in his exterior. And yet that Brahmin,
vile and outcast as he is in reality, would consider
the touch of that man pollution, and he would go
home and bathe himself and cleanse himself from
the touch of that pollution. Such is caste. Some
time ago a missionary was passing along from one
station to another, and came to one of those houses
built for the accommodation of travellers, called
‘“ bungalows, " where there are a number of ser-
vants kept.  One of the servants was cooking his
rice by the roadside, and this European—this
educated man—this cleanly man we will suppose
he was——passed along, and his shadow, forsooth,
fell over the boiling pot of the caste man. Im-

mediately his rice became good for nothing, and
he took the pot and smashed it into a thousand
atoms.
shadow of a European, forsooth, fell over his boil-

ing pot !

He would not touch the food because the

A missionary friend of the speaker’s wus pass-

ing a station of this kind, and he sent his servant
to get some fire, and nobody would give him any,
and he came back saying :
do? Nobody will give me fire ; I can't get fire for
master.”
are some folks cooking over there,”
missionary went off. He said : * Let me have some
fire.” The cook replied that he cowil not give

“ Master, what can [

“0, yes,” said the miSsionary, é‘ thg;'e
Q. .the
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him any, as it would pollute him, ‘The missionaty

therefore stooped down and took hold of a little
firebrand underithe pot, and a5 he'Was taking it up
with one end, the other_end-touched- the ‘man’s
pocket. “ Oh,/'he said; thére ! My:<dinner is
gone ! And‘it'Wwas gone ; he'would not'touch it ;
it was polluted By the'touch of the €nd-of the fire-
brand.

The way in which they drink water will give an
idea of their scrupulousness. Water is a sacred
thing in India, and a man who willnot give a drop
of water when another is calling for it, is * accursed
of the gods "—that is what they say. This is what
they do: if a poor Pariah comes along and asks for
water, he sits down and holds his hands up against
his mouth, and the man pours the water out of his
own dish into the spread-oit hands, and it runs
down the Pariah’s throat. i

The speaker told of a writer in one of the villages
—a Brahmin—whom he employed, and who, after
he had finished the writing, threw it down on the
ground. When told that was not a nice thing to
do, and asked to pick it up and hand it properly,
he replied : “Oh, I can’t touch it if you touch the
other side 1"

‘Often a Brahmin will not enter the house after
coming from the mart, or from intercourse with his
fellows. He will go home and call his wife out of
the house, and she will come out with a cloth and
throw it to him. He will go away off tu the tank,
half a mile perhaps, and there he will bathe and
wash himself, and clothe himself with the cloth his

_wife gave him, and then he will wash his clothes

and throw them out ¥ dfy, aid will wait tilt-they |

have, dried—all this for fear he has been polluted
in his business reiations with his fellow-men.

Another thing: -gentlemen and Jadies of the
same caste do not associate. If you were a
Brahmin in India, you would never see the face
of your neighbor’s wife, or your daughter-in-law, or
your cousin, or your aunt. Where the rules of
caste- are thoroughly observed, you would not see
your own sister-in-law.  You would see your own
wife and daughters, and that is just about all that
you would see. Even when relatives go visiting, the
gentlemen congregatetogetherin a little corner, and
they sit down and chat there ; and the ladies go
into the zenana inside, and they sit down and en-
gage in their dreary gossip, there in their. very,
very contracted and very poor world. They have
their little chat about their little babies, and their
little dresses, and what else they talked about he
really did not know.

OUR INDIAN STATIONS.
Cocanada.-

MRs, TIMPANY wrote on the 1st of April . — ~ T,

“[ am glad to say that Mr. Timpany’s fever has
left him, which is a great comfort, before the intense
heat comes on. For several days the mercury has
been up to 97° and ¢8° in the shade. This is vel
warm t%r March; what it may be in another mont
we dread to think. About the end of June we hope
to get off for a couple of months to Udiginie, a plea-
sant hill on our old"field. We expect the Craigs to
go with us.  One main object in going is to give Mr.
Timpany 2 little quiet time to spend on the revision
of the Telegu New Testament, as he and Dr. jewett
hope to complete that work this year.”

Bimlipatam.
LETTER TO YOUNG PEOPLE.

My DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS,~—The three months
that have passed since firy last letter, have brought to
ou the long sunny April days. The warm sunshine
loosened the icy grasp of Winter and the brooks
do not “Steal by Tawns and grassy plots,” but they
dash along with a wildness and music all their own
as if rejoicing in their freedom. Everything around
you betokens awakening life : there are bursting buds
artd tiny blades of s. Ere-this reaches you the
...bud will be lost in the leaf, and the green sward will
be here and there dotted with the sweet-scénted May
flower and the blue-eyed violét. [ will live long in
India ere I forget the beautiful spring weather of my
native land.

| To our eyes~ Nuatur
ture. A real brook that will  Rattle over stony ways
in little sharps arnd trebles,” is something I have never
yet had the pleasurk of seeing in India. The ground
is dry and parched by the heat, which has been in-
creasing for ‘weeks, and which is now makiog itself
felt indeed. Vegetation offers to our -attention-no
particular beduty or intéfest. . p

Then let us look a little higher. Is there aught in
the teeming human life about us to attract? A, ﬁ'
therein is the sééret. Its very unattractiveness has
drawn us hither. This rough exterior hides some-
thing precious—a jewel yet unchiselled, un jolished ;
but the Master will fay His hand upon it, and beneath
His touch it will assume new form, and daily become
‘more beautiful, till it finds its perfect setting in His
crown, who is worthy to receive glory and honour and
power, You and I believe that “The desert shall
rejoice, and blossom as th&kbse”; and in the light of
these words is not Bimlipatam a desert? Yes, a des-.
ert arid and dry, whose soil is so thickly encrusted
with idolatry, éaste and Superstition, that the good
seed can scarcely find any depth of earth. Yet, in
this dark place, the light from the Cross is to shine
with sufficient radiance, to verify the words of the
prophet.

Is it your privilege and mine to assist in dropping
these little seeds, over which the Master watches sa
carefully, and which are ultipjately to produce so
abundantly? Ah, my friends/ do not })ut many of
your privileges before that‘o/ doing a little, to give
the Gospel to the heathen. I am here, sustained by
the prayers and gifts of my sisters of the Maritime
Provinces, and daily in my school, and very frequently
in the homes of the children, am doing what I can to
this end. The obstacles in the way of my school
have been neither few nor small, but for the last two
months the clouds have been slightly lifted. The
attendance has increased, and there seems to be a
growing interest among the pupils ; "thie desire—to
please and’excel which 1s springing up is very encou-
raging. I think my friends at-home must be praying.

Here comes the thought, that in a short time things
may appear in a very different light. My sisters, I
am ashamed of my want of faith in God. ! am afraid
to think that my school has seen its darkest days.
Do not think that, at present, the way knows no ob-
staclés ; you know that some things are improved by
comparison. Some of the children come very irregu-
larly ; one of them, a little Tami} girl, bright, smart
and a real litde mischief; unlike many-others, she
dresses well, and her hair is so lavishly oiled, that it
is generally smooth and glossy, and frequently adorned
with white flowers. Her molixer sends her to schoal,
but she likes.to play by the wayside, so gets in fate oc
does not comeat a.ﬁ ‘{:he other day her mother came
and brought her, and after some conversation she said
to me, * If you will beat her she will come better.” 1
put my hand on her little black head, saying, “1 do
not like to whip Yellameh.” * Well,” said the mother,

1“1 put chillies (red peppers) in her eyes, and will do

so again if she i$-not a better girl” Think of it, gen-
tle, loving mothers ! could you put that burning stuff
in the eyes of your little ones? Do not these women
and children need Gospel teaching? I go with the
children to their homes, and try to !aﬁk tothe mothers;
and in the little I can do, is a pleasure, that must be
experienced to be understood. The children are learn-
ing much that the women never heard, and I often
talk to them through the little ones. Some of them
can sing t}uitc well, which is very pleasing to the elder
people. [ visited one woman last week, and since
she has sent for me two or three times ; but there are
so many houses where I must go; I spend a large
part of the day in study, and can only start out when
the sun is sinking towards the west ; however, I hope
to go again before Saturday night.

ur Telugu prayer meeting for women, which is
only two months old, is doing very well. When it
devolves upon me to lead it, | can do so, but as you
may imagine, in my explanations and prayers there
are many mistakes and great lack of fluency.

Pray for me in faith.
CARRIE HAMMOND.

Bimlipatam, April 17, 1880, '

Chicacole.

LETTER FROM MRS. ARMSTRONG TO THE SECRETARY
OF THE CENTRAL BOARD OF THE W. M. A. SOCIETY
OF NEW BRUNSWICK.

MANY THANKS for the appropriation for my little
boarders. Seventy-five dollars wiE do much for them.
I should have acknowledged this before if I could
have found thetime. We are having much to encou-
rage us in our work here. God has very gracipusly
given us some tokens of His favour, and ‘we hope for
yet more. All this morning I have been busy in my

engsﬂery.djf[;gw:,pi;.;[_huéhmdis_absence in limning a small chapel-school-

house here for a village where iey have fately begun—
-to worship. Several-are looking towards the Saviour
“6f the world, and two have dlready been baptized.

.. . Adew days since two wealthy Brahmigs sent two -
“friends ¥f theits to enquire hboit our’ religion, and
morg patticularly what way of living could be provided
‘for them and their familtes if they embrace’ Christi-
anity, {of if ‘they came among us they would not be
allowed anything, and they would be entirely depend-
ent on what they could earn. So everywhere there
are signs of a hidden life now peeping through con-
ventionalities, a smouldering ﬁi‘ft%dt“cannot longer
be hid. “This is the Lord’s doings and if is marvel-
lous in our eyes,” The enemy, too, is unusually busy
sowingseeds of dissension-among us, and exciting ouz.
friends of the London mission to an active jealousy of
us which is not always friendly. But the Master is
over all, and we trust by using what wisdom He gives
us, that His help will overcome all hindrances to the
advancement of His kingdom.

€aste-is the-most-eradicable errar we have to meet,
it is 50 steeped into the people that even grace can
scarcely eradicate the stain, The flavour of the old
‘fruitage penetrating and marring the new wine, Most
of our troubles among the people arise from some
form of the feeling, “I am holier than thou,” not con-
sidered spiritually, but physically. Their idea is that
the body is pure in proportion to the purity of the
food, and for a less pure body to touch them, or, even
more offensive, to touch their food, is unbearable.
This has no connection at all with cleanliness, to
which they are quite indifferent, but is wholly an ideal
thing, a device of Satan for effectually destroying the
brotherhood of man.

Mr. Armstrong has been away a fortnight on a tour
among the villages, I think he will return this week.
The heat is growing fearfully intense, and I am afraid
if he stays out much longer, he may suffer seriously
from-it---He -has- baptized_two _since_he lefi home,
which makes six since the first of March. ’

Our school grows more and more interesting. Many
of the boys are enquiring the way of life. Eow the
parents will treat the movement does not yet appear.
Thc{ care little what they believe, 50 long as they do
not break caste by eating with strangers ; when they
take that step as some of them now wish to do, 1
expect there_will be a great social storm here. Two
boys have asked for baptism and have asked their
parents’ permission to be baptized. Their parents are
willing to have Divine worship in their houses, willing
to hear the Bible and pray, willing to forsake their
idols in which they have no faith, but not willing to
break caste, by eating with us, nor willing to allow
their children to do so; that is the one stumbling-
block none of themn can pass without an extraordinary
exercise of {aith. But He who pities our fears when
He knows they are groundless, will, 1 trust, pity and
help them. “ He knoweth our frame, He remember-
eth we are but dust.” ’

Chicacole, April 10, 1880, -

THE WORK AT HOME.

Impoi‘ta_:w Notice.

QuR SUBSCRIBERS will please notice the change in
the address of their papers.

The names and residences are on a
with the date to which the papers have

This change, which'has become absolutely neces> -
sary, will involve a large additional expense, but so
well has the LiNK hitherto been sustained that the
ma?éﬂcrs believe the time has now come when it can
be afforded. -

Subscribers are also reminded that our terms are,
cash in advance ; and if the subscriptions are not re-
newed within three months after they expire, the
papers will be stopped.

All the profits are given to Foreign Missions.

Ontario and Quebec.
THE MISSION BOAT PAID FOR.

The members of the Women’s Baptist Foreign
Missionary Society of Western Ontario and Manitoba,
will, we “are sure, be glad to learn that the entire
amount of $500, required to pay for the Mission boat,
has been collected and forwarded to India. The last
instalment of $50 was sent the first week in June,
with the second half-year's remittance of $350 for
the Girls’ School, Amelia, and the Bible woman at
Gocanada, and the-school work at Tuni.. _

Owing, under God, to the faithfulness and ene
of thé Circles “in #upplying the Central Board wi
funds, all their obligations for the current financial

rinted label,
en paid.
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year have been fully and Brémpt)y met. Since the
--Oetober meetings, Mr. T. D. Craig, Treasurer of the
Foreign Mission Society, has receivéd fronr them-and
remitted to India, $1,200 ; Sé‘oo being for the school
work, etc., and $500 for the boat. .
While deeply grateful for the eficiency
with which the action of the Cential
hitherto been sustained, we would eamestlf;
our sisters not to rest content with what
done,—to press forward—to “attempt geat things
for God, and to expect great things from God.” What

and zeal
oard has
entreat

as been |-

has been accomplished is but the beginning—but the
preparation for what lies before us. ~ Yearby year, if
God bless the work—and we are askini and expcctinF
Him to bless it—it must increase. The schools will
not only be more largely attended, but their number
will be increased. Girls-and women now under
training will become fitted for work as Bible women,
and teachers, and it is to the Women's Societies the
missionaries must look for the means to pay their
salaries, 9W’e believe, howevér, that as the work
grows the necessary money will be supplied. God
will bless His people ut home with & more liberal
spirit—not with more money, perhaps, but with a
fuller consideration of themselves and all they possess,
to His service. :

We must remember that as a Society we have other
work to do besides collecting money—important and
necessary though that be. One of our objects, as set
forth in the constitution, is to “obtain and diffuse
Mission information among the churches.” Let us
then seek, by all the means in our power, to interest
and arouse every man and woman, youth and maiden,
boy and girl, in our churches, to a sense of their
ingividual duty and responsibility in regard-to fulfill-
ing the last command of our Lord and Master Jesus
Christ, “ GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PREACH
THE GOSPEL. TO EVERY CREATURE”: remembering
that it is to those who are thus engaged the gracious
promise is given, “Lo, [ AM WITH YOU ALWAY, EVEN

TO THE CIRCLES OF THE EASTERN SOCIETY.

The regular quarterly meeting of the Women's
Eastern Board was held in the parior of the First
Baptist church Montreal, on June 8th. The treasurer
reported that one hundred and fifty dollars would
have to be recetved ‘bl:forc the end of September, in
order 1o complete our payments on the chapel, Co-
canada. 1 gladly take this opportunity through the
LINK to lay this matter before the Circles composing
our Socioty, and urge upon them the necessity for
some extra effort being made to enable us to meet
our engagements, When we promised to send
the one thousand dollars, we hoped that sufficient
would have been received before this to have com-
pléted our last payment in June. It will be a very
serious disappointment, and source of anxiety if we
have to begin another year with any amount, no matter
how small, owing on the chapel. However, ge trust
that such will not be the case, but that each Circle will
make an effort this summer to collect as much as pos-
sible and send it to the treasurer in September. The
receipts so far have been about four hundred dollars,
very much below the amount received this time last
year. We feel sure that our sisters need only to be
told of the position of our funds and our unfulfilled

romise, in order to incite them to fresh effort in this
En’ght. and happy field which God has so graciously
opened to us.

A. MUIR, Cor. Sec.

1395 St. Catherine st., Montreal.

OTTAWA.—Mrs. J. B, Halkett says, in a wprivate
note, dated June t7th :—

“Last night we had a rousing Circle meeting in
connection with the annual meeting of the Ottawa
Association. Our Jarge basement was crowded, Mrs.
Cameron read an address of welcome to the delegates.
Mrs, Dr. Bentley, of Montreal, responded earnestly.
Our dear missionary, Mr. McLaurin, thendelivered one
of his eloquent addresses on the women of India,
urging us to new zeal in this work. By request, |
then spoke for a few minutes on organizing Mission
Bands and interesting the children in this work. As
fruit, 1 have been requested to meet our own Sunday
School next Synday and organize them into a Mission
Band. The interest deepens in our Circle. At its
last meeting each member promised to try and bring
at.least one new member at our next meeting. So
the work goes on among us, and our hearts rejoice
and give God the glory.’ . :

MONTREAL :—The~members of the Olivet circle
have made Mrs. Wm. Muir and Mrs. T. O. Phillips

| ""M‘ay,‘“lﬁfo.""" [ e

life members of the Society.

TORONTO.—At the last meeting of the Women's
Mission Circle at Alexander-street Church, Mrs. H. J.
Rose was-constituted a life member by the payment
of $25. 'This amount was raised by means ofE atc
work quilt—the names of contributors being written
in indelible ink on the patches, the price set upon
each patch being ten cents,

YORKVILLE, ONT.—Miss Jennie G. Buchan has
collected, by her missionary quilt, the second sum of
$25, and’ at the June circle meeting Mrs. Freeland
was made a life member of the Society.

Novad Scotia.

CENTRAL ONsLow, N.5.—A Woman’s Missionary
Aid Society was organized at Central Onslow in 1874,
and continued some time in a healthful condition.
But gradually the interest declined. Some of the
most active merabers moved to other places, and
others to the home above. The regular meetings
were neglected, and the interest in missions abated,
allhﬂgame continued their yearly contributions.

After the meetings of the Convention in Truro, we
decided to resume work. We desire to contribute
what we can with the many others wha,are interested
in our Foreign Mission.

At the first of the year we received a letter from
our esteemed sister, Mrs, Armstrong, which greatly
cheered us, and we look forward to the time when we
may see her again in our midst. We want all our
missionaries to know that they are remembered in our
monthly meetings for prayer, and we always read their
communications from time to time from the Mission-
ary Link.

In one section of the church we hope to organize a
Boys' and Girls’ Foreign Mission Band. There is a
little girl in that community who is deeply interested
in the heathen children, and puts one centevery week
in the missionary box te send some Bibles to them.
We hope others will follow her example.

——————— -

San Salvador Congo Mission.

In a recent letter from Mr. Comber he gives a bird's
eye-view of the first si« months’ work at the San Sal-
vador Congo Mission. He says :—

“ Although far less is accomplished than we should
like, and we ourselves often feel impatient, yet we and
all the friends of the Conge Mission need to remem-
ber that six months is a short period in the history of
any Mission. To have settled down (we think inrzrm
and undisturbed possession}, to have built extensive,
fairly comfortable, though but temporary, premises,
and half-finished the work of building a large stone
house ; to have attached to ourselves many warm
friends, including the King of Congo ; to have com-
menced a school, and taken some of our scholars to
paﬁe 14 of ‘Mavor's Spelling Book’; to have held a
well-attended service (average attendance 1 50) for the
last four months, and been able to explain clearly
God's truth, besides every evening having Bible-
reading and prayers in Portuguese for those whe
understand that Janguage, with good opportunities of
pressing home the truth to the hearts of those who
attend ; to have collated about a thousand words of 2
bitherto unwritten language ; to have made a journey
to Makuta in the face oF very great difficulties, two
journeys to Mussuca,-a visit to our friends at Pala-
balla, and the lower cataracts of the Congo, and to
have in near contemplation a journey to Zombo (en
route for Stanley Pool) ;—all this means work done,
and the blessing of a gracious and faithful God upon
the work of the Congo Mission. We can certainly
‘thank God, and take courage,’ while we humbly and
earnestly, as we think of unfaithfulness, carelessness,
and indulgence on our part, pray for grace and strength
and a memory quick to remind us of His love and our
duty, so that we may be more faithful and earnest in
our important work. Don Pedro V., King of Congo,
has ‘ England on the brain' very severely. Sent yes-
terday fcr thirteen copies of ¢ Mavor,' so that his wives
might learn English; talks of having his photograph
taken to send to Queen Victoria ; is concocting a let-
ter to send to her Majesty ; cannot be persuaded to
abandon the idea of sending his son to visit her,
'thinking she would be graciously pleased to load him
with presents (although the king could not afford the
gassage to England by steamer). No chief ever visits

im without geuinf a good present of cloth. Heis
not niggardly or selfish ; has given us a bullock and
several pigs and goats, and seems to delight is secur-
ing friendship by means of presents. It is my habit,
when not too tired, and school duties fall ugon ono of
my brethren, to go and spend an hour on the Sunday
afternoan with the King. We have most interesting
conversations, any other subject than religion being

a patch-|

vetoed, Last Sunday ! talked to him on the subject
of prayer.”

-~ [ S

THE ENGLISH BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY has called forth a most enthusiastic re-

-sponse to the appeals of the Secretary, Mr. Baynes.

The amounts received during the few weeks previous
to the annual meeting would be marvellous if they
were not manifestly in answer to prayer. A fear was
entertained that the income would fall short, instead
of which it is in excess. The gross receipts for all
purgoscs being £50,351,—last year it was {46,092,
—showing therefore an increase of £4,259. This so-
ciety has a very strong hold on the confidence and
affection of the churches.

AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION.—Dr. W.
S. McKenzie says :—*“ The past year has been one of
marked success, both in procuring the means for sus-
taining the work, and in the results which, under the
blessing of God, have been reached by the labourers
on the fields abroad. The treasury of the Union,
nlapons‘ for the year ending with March, 1880, a total
of receipts amounting to $314,860.88, which is $9,150
in excess of the donations of the most fruitful year in
the history of this work, and $30,748.90 in excess of
the donations of last year. The year which closed
with last March carried a debt contracted the year
befare, of nearly $23,000; but besides meeting the
appropriations for the year, there was a large reduc-
tion of that debt, bringing it down to $6,623.14. Of
the amount received by the Union last year, the sum
of $30,479.78 was contributed by the Karen churches
of the one district of Bassein in Burmmah, and was
expended in the erection of buildings for the Normal
gnd _Ir}duszrial Institute. This is a marvel of liberality
in"giving, by 2 poor people just emerging from the
ignorance and degradation of heathenism. These
Karens in that same district of Bassein are now en-
gaged in raising an endowment of $25,000 for the
suppowt .of the School which. they have so amply pro-
vided with buildings. The sum is nearly raised already.
Think of this! Those imPoverishcd Karens, in a sin-
gle district of Burmah, raising, in about one year and
a half, over $55,000 for their educational work !”

} THE RECEIPTS from all sources of the Woman's Society
in connection with the American Baptist Missionary Union,
have been $46,178 32, and increase of $4,705.55, over the
receipts of last year, The cxpenditures have Leen $44,767. -
35+ which is $3.355.90 more than last year ; and the halance
in the treasury is $172.10.

Mite Boxes.

]

Some of our circles and secretaries make good
use of mitd®boxes in their work, especially in the
smaller and poorer churches, and among children.
They are used in various ways. Sometimes a
single one is owned by the Band, and the pennies
dropped in at each meeting. Sometimes each in-
dividual has a box at home, and they are all
brought and opened at the annual meeting of the
Society. In some homes the mite-box has always
a prominent place on the centre table or the mantel;
in others it 1s brought out for the Sunday-morning
offerings.

One pastor's wife found the ladies of the church
unwilling to form a circle thinking themselves un-
able to give two cents every week. Nothing dis-
couraged, the good lady went about collecting all
the collar-boxes she could find. She made the
negessary hole in the top, and pasted a strip of,
paper around the edge of the cover, and thus had
a supply of tasteful mite-boxes, which she presented
to every lady and child who would accept one, re-
questing them to deposit a penny whenever it was
possible. The most of those who tried the ex-
periment were surprised at their success, and,
mentioning it to their friends, the demand for
collar-boxes became so great that they were obliged
to send to a neighboring village for a supply.

Another lady tells of presenting one to a young
girl who thought it would be impossible to give a
dollar a year. As the box was opened at the end
of three successive years, it was found each time
to contaig more than the required hundred cents,
—once, more than twice that amount. “Many a
little makes a muckle” is a proverb which applies
to the littles of many mite/?o,ges.——ﬁzlping Hand.

! :
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Sister Belle's Corner.

India.  Her services are all selfishly reserved. for
him whom she is_taught to_regar

(For the Little Folks who read this Paper).

DEAR Bovs anp GiRts~—Perhaps you would
like me to tell you about a school in India for wo-
men. Some missionaries from the States had
gone to a mnew village; they tried to get the
heathen men and women to come to their tent for
& prayer meeting, and to hear about Jesus. Aboit
a dozenh ten came but no women. These men
were much surprised to see the missionary let his
wife pass into the tent before he did. They said
to themselves, “what does this mean? does he not
know ? is she not 2 woman ?* (For these heathen
men look upon their wives as they do on their
dogs, and treat them worse.) The missionary
told them he loved his wife and wanted to honor
her, and that if their wives would- come and be
taught they would be better women. One man
said, “ we will bring them next time we come.”
So a few women came in looking very sulky. The
husbands said, * we gave them your message and
they laughed at it, then we took our sticks and
whipped them soundly till they came with us.”
But these poor women soon learned to love the
missionary’s kind wife. She commenced a little
school for them ; the mothers brought their babies
and little children ; one woman would watch these
while the rest learned to read and work. They
had to learn many things not needed in our
schools. The first thing was to be neat and tidy
about their persons. Sometimes the black-board
would contain such sentences as th “Susan
came to-day with a hole in her dress, or “ Jane
did not comb her hair this morning;" and’the wo-

master and on whom she waits in o state of abject
submiss| 1{‘99 and. obedience .that has no parallel in
any othéFsystem in this world.

The *compound” is the woman’s world in
Indm In it she lives, and seldom leaves it till she
is carried out a corpse.  Ever while she inhabits
it, she has “ jealousy for her jailer, and suspicion
as her spy ;" and fain would her husband draw
these bonds tighter when he is obliged to trust
her in his'absence.  Thus saith the Shaster : “If
a man goes on a journey, his wife shall not divert
herself by play, nor shall see any public show,
nor shall laugh, nor shall dress herself in jewels or
fine clothes, nor hear music, nor shall sit at the
window, por shall bchold anything choice and
rare, but shall fasten well the house door, and
shall remain private, and shall not cat any dainty
food, and shall not blacken her eyes with powder,
and’ sﬁzﬂl not viéw hef face in the mirror’; she
shall never amuse herself in any such agreeable
employment during the absence of her husband; ”

The Shaster renders her duty very definitely, as
follows : * When 1n the presence of her husband,
awoman must keep her eyes upon her master and
be ready to receive his commands. When he
speaks she must be quiet and listen to nothing
else besides. When he calls she must leave every-
thing else and attend upon him alone. A woman
has no other God aon earth but her husband. The
wost excellent of all works that she can perform is
to gratify him with the strictest obedience. This
should be her only devotion. Though he be aged,
infirm, dlssxpnted ndrunkard oradebauthee she

laid out upen the mat—for they ignore such aids

chai rforks, and-take-their
meals with the hand, sitting on the floor—she then
announces to her lozd that his meal is ready. He
enters and sits down 'and finds all duly prepared
by her care. Why does she still stand P~ Why not
sit down too, and share with her husband the good
things, which she has made ready ? She dares not,
He would not allow it—the law of her religion
forbids it. She must stand and wait upon him,
He ‘““eats his morsel alone” truly, No wife in
India can Je ly dine with ber husband unless she
becomes a CHristian,

The weather is warm and a fan is needed, or

a fly-flapper is reqmrcd for he considers he can-’

not use his curry stained fingers to drive the flies
away or cool himself ; so the duty in either case
devolves upon the wife. The fan is made of a
fragrant grass called Ahus-khus;-a basin of water
is at her leet, and she dips the fan into it occasion-
illy, shaking off the heavy drops, and cools her
lord and master, who enjoys, as he eats, the fra-
grant evaporation, Or the mosquitoes may be
troublesome, and provision is made also for this.
The tail of the yak, or snow-cow of Thibet, white
and bushy, inserted into an omamental shaft, is
ready at hand, and with it the lady whisks around
him, and saves him from the slightest inconveni-
ence.

The duty is patiently performed, and when he
has fully satisfied -himself, she removes what re-
mains to another apartment, for her religion not
only forbids her eating with him, but also prohibits
her eating, even what he may leave, " in the same
room where he dines”—and then, and not till
theny-can-she-and-her—childron- eat-their-food:—

words on the board before her. Iu such ways
they were taught to be neat. These hints were
needed even after they hgd learned to read and
write. It must have been very hard for gentle,
refined ladies from our country to spend years of
their lives among such dirty, unclean people. One
missionary told me once that nothing but the love
of Jesus, and the longing in her heart to teach
people about Him could have made her endure
their first year in India. A little story will help
you peep into one of these heathen homes.

Mr. Wheeler, a missionary, was once travelling
through some of India’s villages. Atnight, hungry
and ured he stopped at the door of one of their
huts nskmg for food. The woman hastened to
bring the best she had.  First, she brought a piece
of hard bread two months old {for bread is often
kept for four or five months in India) "She laid
this bread upon the unswept ground floor, then
bringing some river water she poured it over the
bread, and wrapped it in a handkerchief, then in
an old quilt which, unwashed, had probably been
vsed ten years or more. This she called steaming
the bread. A bowl of sour butter-milk was placed

‘beside it on the floor, but the hungry mlsswnary

saw two or_ three fleas moving about in it. He
could not eat this supper, but talked kindly to the
woman and asked her to come 10 his tent to be
taught by his wife, Now, that same woman can
set a table and cook her food as neatly as many a
well-trained house-keeper in our own land. This
is a part of the work done by our missionaries for
the women and children of heathen countries.

Just as this letter was ready to post, a friend
told me of one more Mission Band. It was or-
ganized three weeks ago if Thurso, ‘Quebec, and
the little folks meet every week, paying one cent
at each meeting. They have comimenced piecing
a missionary quilt. Who will organize the next
Band?

SiSTER BELLE.

480 Lewis street, Ottawa.

The Duties of a Hindu Wife.
No lady in India sits at the head of her own

“table ; no stranger can share her presenice in hos-

pitality ; her healing word or hand cannot be éx-
tended to the sick or to the whole. Woman's
gentle, blessed ministries have no rexercise in
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him with all her might, obeying him in all things,
spying no defects in his character, and giving him
no cause for. disquiet. If he laughs, she must also
laugh ; if he weeps, she must also weep ; if he
sings, she must be in an ecstacy.”

She waits upon her lord, who is * her God, her
guru, and her religion, ” as the Shaster phrases it :
she lulls him to rest by the soft shampooing of his
feet, and is at once his slave and stewardess. Yet
she may not walk by his side, even in the mar-
riage procession ; she may not even call him by
his Hame nor dxrectly address him ; nor can a
friend 5o far notice her existence as to enquire for
her welfare, for the Sacwnfala lays it down as a rule
of social life that *it is against good manners to
inquire concerning the wife of another man. The
face of any man save her husband and father, and
her own and husband’s brothers, she must never see,
at the risk of compromising her character. So in-
veterate is the prejudice occasioned by their educa-
tion that many of the women of Indiahave sacrificed
their lives sooner than violate the rule. The writer
heardof acase which sadly illustrates this. In the de-
tachment which Major Broadfoot had to take from
Lodiana to Cabul in 1841 there were wives of
many native officers, and the Major in the per-
formance of his troublesome duty, had them each
provided for their long journey with a howdah
fixed on a camel’s back. During the march one
of these came to the ground suddenly, and there
was a general halt, for the native lady had got en-
tangled in the frame-work and had swung around
beneath. An English officer secing her danger,
sprang from his horse to rescue her ; but his action
was arrested by the other ladies, who saw his in-
tention as well as the lady’s peril, and fiom be-
hind their curtains cried out that he must not
approach her, as he ¢ould not save her unless by
touching her person and lifting the vail that
enveloped her. The astonished officer would have
done it, nevertheless, had it not been that the poor
lady herself implored him not to approach her—

cape was in vain; the terrified and unwieldly
beast actually tramp)ed her to death before their
eyes |

Look into the home where we left the young
bride and see her as she begins the ‘duties for
which she has been trained. She rises to prepare

her husband's food, and when all is ready and

she would rather risk death. Her struggle to es- |

ﬁ)‘om “The land of the Veda by Rev. Wm.
Butler, D. D.

The Bible has been tmnslated into two humdred and
twenty-six languages and dialects, and printed in nearly
four hundred versions. Many. of these languages were first
put into writing by missionaries,

" ON the tombstone of the Rev. Dr. Morrison, the renowned

Chinese missionary, is the following characteristic epitaph :

—*I have sinned ; I have repented ; .1 have trusted ; T have
loved ; 1 sleep; 1 shall rise, and (thmugh the grace of
Chnst, though unworthy) I shall reign.’

———

WOMEN'S BAPT. FOR. MISS. SOCIETY OF
WEST. ONT.
Receipts from May a5th, to Fung 2and, 188o.

Uxbridge Circle, $6 ; Cheltenham, $3; Yorkville, $12.-
185 Toronlo, Jarvis st., $19.30; Alexander st.,, $13.40;
toml $53.88.

Special Amonnts,

Proceeds of ** Mission quilt,” Yorkville, to make Mrs.
Freeland a life mémber, $25 ; proceeds of ** Mission quilt,”
Alexander st.,, to make Mrs, H. J. Rose a life member,
$25 ; Mrs. L. C. Barber, Boston, $1; Mrs, L. M. Shaver,
Westover, $2; Qucen st. Baptist church, Toronto, $6;
total, $59. Total receipts, $1132.88,

. Jessie M. LLovp, 7res.
222 Wellesley st., Toronto,

-— e
WOMAN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION
SOCIETY, CONVENTION EAST
Reccipts for Quarter Ending June 8th.

Thurso, $i1.00 ; Olivet Circle, $72.38; Perth, $32
Ormond, $32.50; First Church Suciety, $7.35;
Cormers, $7.00; toml $162.23.

NanNie E. GReeN, Treas.

101 Mackay st., Montreal,

———————

CANADIAN MISSIONARIES IN INDIA,
MARITIME PROVINCES,

Rev Rufus Sanford, A.M., Bimlipatam.
o Geor Churchlll Bobbili.

“ W F, Annstrong Chicacole.
Miss Carrie A. Hammond, Bimlipatam,

bbol s

- ONTARIO AND QUEUEC.

Rev. John McLaurin, at home.
' TJohn Criig, Akidu.
“ G, F. Currie, Tuni.
‘* A V. Timpany, Cocanada, ~



