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MINUTES

OF THE

fWENTIETH SESSION

THE SYNOD

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA.

JUUUUNUUUUSUEUP Ve oo
I. SEDERUNT.
Hamiron, TUESDAY,
June 3, 1856, 74 o’ clock, P. M.

The Synod of the United Presbyterian Church in Canada, . A
wmet, and, after sermon by the Moderator, the Rev. Robert
Torrance, from Ps. xx.'5., «in the name of our God, we* :
will set up our banners,” was constituted.

The Presbytery of London reported that they had licensed g ooory of Los-
Mr. John Fotheringham, to preach the Gospel, on July 4,4 Presbytery.
18556 : that they had accepted the Rev. Mr. Fraser’s demis-
sion of the pastoral charge of the Congregation of Chatham,
on July 4, 1855; and Mr. Logie’s demission of that of
Brucefield, on January 2, 1856 ; that they had inducted the
Rev. Mr. Fraser,intothe pastoral charge of the Congregation
of Goderich, on July 18, 1855 ; and had ordained Mr. John
Fotheringham to that of Hibbert ard Flat Creek, on Febru-
ary 26, 1856. Further, that they had organised the Congre-
gation of West Nissouri, of persons previously in connexion
with the Congregation of London, on July 4, 1855 ; the Con-
gregation of Grey, on October 3, 1856 ; the Congregation of
Thames Road, of persons previously in connection with the
Congregation of Warrensville, on November 14, 1855; and
the Congregation of Grant County, Winconsin, of persons
formerly in connection with the Congregation of the English
Settlement, on April 2, 1856. )
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the 10th of
n Lees, over the Congre-
caster West,

Report of Flam-  The Presbytery of Flamboro’ reported that, on

boro Presbytery. .

or frstitery Tuly last, they had ordained Mr. Joh
gations of Ancaster East and An

Reportof Toron. ' The Presbyrery of Toro

to Preshytery,

nto reported that, on July 8, 1855,
they had inducted the Rev. Peter Glassford 1o the pastoral
ct Albion and Vaughan, and

That, on the 7t August last,
they received into the Church, by certificate from the Board
of Missions of the U. P. Synod, Scotland, the Rev.,
James Caldwell ang Thom
of September |

1arge of the Congregations of
added his name to the Roll.

Messrs,
as Watson, and also, on the 4th
ast they received the Rey. Walter Inglis, and
reported their names (o the Committee of Distribution, to be
puton the list of Probationers. Also, that, on the 61h of May
last, they had received the Rev. W, ['rase

r’s demission of
the pastoral charge of the Congregation of Tecumseth. The

]‘resbylm'y, at the same time, agreed o record their satisfac-
tion with the state of mutual respect and affection so long
existing between this Congregation and My, Fraser, and with
the fact, that this demission had wken place, by consent of

both parties, in order to extend the operations and influence
of the Church,
Roport of Cama- Presbvtory of Canad
da Eest Presby- =

tery

a Bast reported that the Rev.
Walter Scott had demitted the pastoral charge of the Con.
gregation of Lachute, and that his name ‘had been taken
from the Roll of Presbytery ; and that, on the 80th of May
last, the Rey., Alexander Lowden, of New Gl
been removed by death.

Report of Lan The Presbytery of Lanark reporte
ark Presbyucry.

asgow, had

1 tho fo]lowing congre.
gational changes since last me

eting of Synod, namely :—
In .hmuary, 1855, cert

ain members of the Congregation of
and around the Village of Arnprior,
» disjoined from the sajq
avd  with otliers, members of the

Pakenham, residing in
were, at their request 1 Congrogalibn,
Usited  Presbyterian
e desienation of {he
ongregation of Aruprior, anl]

Chrrell were eoporse rated

Ui Presbyierian ¢

under 1
this
as scparated from the Cop.

and Torbolton, was formed
lared a vacancy,

Congregation, thas orcanized w
gregation of Fitzroy Harbour
into a new charge and de
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United Presbyterian Church in Canada.

The Rev. Alexander Henderson, the Minister of those
Congregations, by whom they had been formed, chose to
continue in the pastoral oversight of the Congregations of
Fitzroy Harbour and Torbolton. These latter congregations
engage to pay, as stipend, £60 & year, which, in the opinion
of the Presbytery, is the utmost, that under present circum-
stances, they can raise ; and being purely Missionary Con-
gregations, -are, together with the Station of Riddellstown,
about five miles fiom Fitzroy Harbour, lately opened by Mr.
Henderson, and which engages to pay £10 a year, recom-
mended to the fostering care and support of the Synod.

The Presbytery of Durham rcpbﬂcd that, on the 17th of Reyort of Dur-
April last, they had inducted the Rev. Robert Monteath into han Fresbytery.
the pastoral charge of the Congregation of Prince Albert ;—
said Congregation having been constituted by the Presby-
tery in the month of March; and that they had disjoined
the Columbus section of the Congregation of Whitby, and
constitated it into a Congregation on the 1Gth February
last.

The Presbytery of Wellington reported that, on the 17th S i
of October, 1855, they had ordained Mr. Robert Dewar, to ‘¢
the pastoral oversizht of the Congregation of Lake Shore,

Sydenham ; that they inducted the Rev. Alex. Steart into the
charge of the Congregation of Garrafraxa, on the 1st of
January, 1856 ; and, on the 17th of April last, had ordained
Mr. James Caldwell over the Congregation of Iisquesing.
The Presbytery of Brant reported that they had licensed
Mr. William Clarke to preach the Gospel, on the 24th of R o rat
July, 1855 ; and had organized a Congregation, in connec-
tion with the Uniteld Presbyterian Church, at Shakspeare, on
on the 6th May, 1356.
The Roll of Synnd being completed, from the Rolls fur- Roll called.
nished by the several Presbytery Clerks, was now called
and marked.

Proceeded to the clection of a Moderator, when the  Rev. Eiection of Mod-
Messrs. Duff, Keonedy and Drummond were, successively, EERRE
nominated and scconded.  The namle of Mr. Kennedy was,
at his earnest request, allowed to be withdrawn from the list
of candidates, aud a voie being taken, the Rev, John Duff, mr, Duff closs
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of Elora, was chosen Moderator,
and addressed the Synod.

On motion of Mr. Jennings,
:":::lionll exer- [nasmuch as to-morrow is to b
Public Thanksgiving, becau
tween the Allied European
derunt of this Synod be dev
to the occasion.

Porsons to Con- The Moderator then appointed the Rev, Drs, Taylor and

Auck: Ferrier, and Messrs, Fotheringham and Caldwell, to con.
duct the services of to-morrow forenoon,

AuditCommiwes, L he Rev. Messra, '[‘orrnncehnnd
to examine the accounts of the Syn
to-morrow evening.

The following Committe

Minutes of Pres-

byteries, Com- the Minutes of Presbyterie
miltees to exam-
e,

M. Duff took the chair

it was agreed, nem. con. that,—
e held generally, as a Day of
se of the restoration of peace be.
nations and Russia, the first Se.
oted to religious services suitable

Ormiston were appointed
0d’s Treasurers, to report

es were then appointed to examine
8, namely, those of

London.,,,,,.. Rev. Messrs, Jenm'ngs and Dick.
Flamboro...,,,, « L Thornton and Skinner.
Toronto, , . ..., « &« Cross and Drummond,
Canada East,.,. « “ Barrie and Dewar.
Lanark, ,..,,,, « “  Pringle and Caldwell,
Durham......., « « Torrance and Kennedy,
Wellington. .., , «  « Dr. Taylor & T. Christie.
Brant.......... « « W. M. Christie & J, Scott.
Adjourned to meet for religious services, to-morrow, at 10
o'clock,

Closed with the benediction.

-_—

II. SEDERUNT.

Hamiwzon, Wsmusmr,
June 4, 1856, 10 o’clock, A.M.

The Synod met, and Was constituted by the Rev. Mr. Duff,
moderator.

R sligious  sor Religious services were conducted, in accordance with the
Yices,

resolution agreed upon last night, by the Rev. Messrs, Fother.
ingham and Caldwell, and by Drs, Ferrier and Taylor; an
\

\
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restoration of peace being,

address on the subject of the late
vered by Dr. Ferrier.

in the course of the services, deli
The Roll was called. )
The Rev. John McCurdy, of Chatham, New Brunswick, ReY J McCurdy
i1 o invited to Corres-
one of the Ministers of the Presbyterian Church of Nova. pond.
Scotia, was introduced to the Synod by Mr. Fraser, and was
invited to take his seat, as & corresponding member.
Adjourned, to meet for the transaction of business at 2

o’clock.
(Closed with the benediction.

11I. SEDERUNT.
HamiLtoN, WEDNESDAY,

June 4, 1856, 2 o’clock, P.M.

The Synod met, and was constituted by the Rev. Mr.

Duff, moderator.
The Roll was callec
sittings were read and approved.
The Clerk laid on the table a
at last meeting of Synod, and require

1, and the minutes of the two former
list of Committees, appointed List of Reports
d to report at this of Gommlliont

Session.

It was intimated by Mr. Th
had been appointed last year to
at this Meeting, would not,

present.
The several Committees appointed to examine the minutes pinutes of Pres-
byteries, Com-

of Presbyteries were instructed to give in their reports, at Prers o Re-
the second Sederunt, to-morrow. port.

The Committee of Bills and Overtures gave in their Report giig wna Over-
s be taken up in the order, tures Report:

ornton that Mr. Tweedie, who Mr. Tweedie ab-
leliv dd Missi gent from indis-
deliver an address on Missions, position.

on account of ill health, be

and recommended that the busines
following, that is to say :—

I. Reports of Presbyteries and Committees of Synod, thus,
(1.) Reports of Presbyteries on Superintendence of Students
in Divinity. (2.) Report of Committee on Union. (3.) Of
Committee to devise a scheme for the benefit of families of
deceased Ministers. (4.) Report of Distribution Committee.
(5.) Of Theological Edugation Committee.  (6.) Of Mis-

sion Committee.
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Report adopted ,
with exception,

Mr.  Walkery

applieation-

Mr. Walker po.
ceived,

Students, inspec-
tion of Repores
of Presbyories,

London.

<
M}nutes of the Synod of the

II. A/Iettor from the Free Church Synod of he United
States, to (he Synod of (he United Presbyterian Church in
Canada,

1. The Rev. J. A. Devine’s resignation of pig connec®
tion, as 3 Minister, with the U, P. Synod

i also, the same re.
called,

IV. Ap Overture from the Preshylory of Torrm!o, on the
employment of Students iy, Diviniry in snppl_\'in;:wacancies.

V. An Overture frop, the I’rcsbyrrxry of Toronto, on g
change i certain expressiong in the Formylg for ordination
of Ministers and Elders,

VI. The Rev. William Walker’s application for admis.
sion to the United I’rosbylcrian Church, Canada, as g pro-
bationer, with testimoniag,

VIL. Petition of certain Ministers ang Elders of the Pres.
bytox‘y of \\’o”ingtrm, to be organized inty g separate Preg.
bytery, 1o be called the I’roshytery of Grey.,

VIII. Overture from tle I’rosbytery of Brant, on the
location of Probatjoners,

IX. A letter from the Bureay ongriculture and Sralistics,
“equiring retyrpg of births, marriages an( deaths,

X. Paperop Union, from Esquesing.

On motion, the report and recommendation of (he Com.
mittee wepe adopted, wip the exception that (he application
of the Rev, My, Walker be (e first marter 1o pe taken up,

Read My, Walker’s application, together with testimonialg
from the I’resbylery of Lancashirc, ingland, of e United
Presbyteriay Church, g4 also a letter of recommendation,
addressed 1o Dr. Ferrier, from Dr, Robson of Glasgow, tes.
tifying to the christian character gp Ministeria] efficiency
of Mr. Walker,

It was Unanimous]y agreed 10 recejye the Rev. William

Walker, as a minister of {he United Presbyterian Church in
this country,

Called for the Reports of Presbyteries on the inspection of
Students of Theology.
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—_—
—

United ‘ he had performed, in a satisfactory manner, all the exercises
urch in ] preseribed to him,
The Presbytery of Flamboro’ reported that during the Flamboro"
Sonnec® last year, they have had one Student under their inspection,
me re. i that he had appeared once, only, during that period, when he o
was enjoined to re.write the discourses which he had just
on .the i delivered, and informed that unless there was marked im-
Incies, . provement in his exercises, the Presbytery could not, in
’ on a q faithfulness, recommend him to proceed with his studies.
nation i The Presbytery of Toronto reported that they had, during toronto.
) | the last year, six Students under their inspection, viz i —
dmis. Messrs. Fletcher, Chesnut, Moffat, Donald, Hall and Hume;
pro= | that they had three several meetings with them, at which the
| Students were examined, o read and delivered exercises,
Pres. i according to the Synod’s scheme for Presbyterial examination
Cres. of Students. )
The Presbytery of Brant reported that Mr. MofTatt deli- Brant
the i vered several exercises, to their satisfaction, and was transfer-
) red, at his requesy/ to Toronto Presbytery, Feb. 5, 1856 ; also
s, that, after examination, they had recommended Mr. Joseph

Whyte to the Divinity Hall.

The Presbytery of Durham re
m- their care one Student, namely, Mr. McFaul.
attendance of the Students at the [all, in
eting was held with him, when the
Presbytery, were satisfactorily

ported that they had under purham.
Owing to

ion the lengthened
Toronto, only one me
exercises, appointed by the

als
ed performed.
n, The Presbytery of Canada East reported that there had Canads Ea-t.
3- been one Theological Student under their care, Mr. Stephen
'y Balmer, who had attended the Divinity Hall of the U.P.
Church, in 'Edinburgh, two years. He passed the usual
n examinations to the satisfaction of the Presbytery. ;
n The Presbytery of Wellington had not had any students Wellington.
under their inspection.
f The Committee for the distribution of Preachers gave in Distribution
Committee

port.

their report of the following purport, namely :—
Thé Committee for the distribution of Probationers report,
September, 1855, there were nine Proba.

that from July to
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tioners on the list, viz :—The Rev. Messrs. Caldwell, Car.
ruthers, Clarke, Dewar, Fotheringham, Montealh, Muir,
Stuart and Watson, 1o supply 23 reported vacancies, giving
little over one-third supply. At the eng of this quarter
Mr. Dewar’s name was taken from the list, he being settled
in one of the vacancies within the hoypdg of the Wellington
Presbyter_v; and Mr. Carruther’s name was withdrawn ip
consequence of being incapacitated, b il health, for the
duties of g Preacher.
From October o December the number of Probationers
Was 8. The Rev. My, Inglis having been recejveq and his
~~hame placed on the list.  There were 23 vacant congrega.
tions reported, giving o) only ope-third supply. . At the
end of thig quarter, the names of Messrs. Fotheringham and
Stuart were taken from the list, the former having accepted
a call within (he bounds of the London Presb_vterv, and the
latter to o congregation within the bounds of the Presbyfery
of Wellington. During the next Quarter, viz: from Jantiary
to March, 1856, there were 6 Probalioners, and 24 vacant
congregations, giving about ope fourth supply, Ay the end
of this quarter, the nameg of Messrs, Caldwell, Inglis
and Monteath were taken from the list, at their own request,
these brethren having been called and about o be settled.
Ir. Carruthers having applied 1o have his name placed again
on the list of Probalioners, his request was complied with,
but in a very short time, he wag again incapacitated by il
health, so (i there were only 3 Probationers during " the
months of April, May ang June, (0 supply 18 vacancies,
giving only one-sixth SUpPly.  There haye been six preach. ~.
ers ordained, or inducted ingo pastoral charges, during
the past twelye months, and one became unable for the duties
of a preacher. There are st three on the list; one of
whom is now under call, and will likely be settled at the end
of June. "I'here is very urgent need for more preachers.
There are clill about 2L, or 929 vacant congregationg and
slations, which very much require a setyeq Ministry,
(Signed‘) James Dicxk, Con.
wobort recoived. () motion the Report was received, and the cordial thanks

Thauks 10 Com- . .
wittee, of the Synod were, and are hereby given (o the Commmee,

the duties committed to thepy,,
{;;’,’:’,‘,’L’J:’.’:H o The committee for the distribution of Preachers wag then
Shpointed, re-appointed, consisting of Rey, Messrs, Dick, Jennings and
Ormiston, My, Dick, Convener,

& o Chureh U Read and Teceived a letter from fhe Free Church Syned
8. tetter from,

¥

St

\

B i

i G SO i
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of the United States, conveying to this Synod, the fraternal

'WG”y Car.
?;h’ Ml}ir, congratulations and assurances of the sympathy of that Body,
is!’qu_ltzg on a variety of points, and giving information of some pecu-
ing settled liarities in their own organization and ecclesiastical polity.
Xiill\lvnng'?n ! Th'e Sy{xod, while reciprocating %he friendly ser.mn}:ms g;lx:,'.;:ﬁ:?w‘::l
. n conu‘uned in .the lener., but ref.ramlng frlom entering .mopyw-
» for the special questions to which certain expressions therein might
bationers give rise, agreed to appoint a Committee to prepare a reply,
| and his 10 be transmitted as a Synodical document. Dr. Ferrier and
ongrega. | Mr. Barrie to be the Committee. ‘
h At the Read, a letter from the Rev. J. A. Devine, dated 22nd Devine's Mr.
am and ! Case of.
accepted August, 1855, to the Rev. Robert Torrance, as moderator of
and the i this Synod, tendering his resignation of all ecclesiastical
esbyfery | connection with this Church; Also, a letter from Mr. Devine
Javr;l;z;;)tr to Mr. Torrance, dated 9th October, 1835, recalling that
the end | tedder of resignation ; also, 8 letter to Mr. Dick, as convener
 Inglis i of the Committee of Distribution, in relation to the same
‘equest, | matter.
3‘2:}:?’- _ It was moved by Mr. Torrance, seconded by Mr. Barries Motion on.
] \;’it;]n | that Mr. Devine’s tender of resignation be accepted, and that,
by ili notwithstanding his letter recalling that resignation, he be
g the declared tobe no longer a Minister of the United Presbyterian
incies, i Church in Canada. &
;liirlicnh- ™, k‘ ' It was moved in amendment, by Mr. Pringle, seconded by Amendment.
duu'eg | Mr. Hugh Young, Elder, that the further consideration of
ne of % this matter be delayed until the first Sederunt to-morrow. s w
e end | A vote being taken, the amendment was carried by a Delayed
‘Ihers, i large majority, and the Synod delayed the case il first Sede-
} B ‘ runt to-morrow.
- The Rev. Edward Ebbs of the Congregational Church Ebbe fev. e
in Synod. respond.

being present, was invited to take his seat

anks ‘
The Rev. John McCurdy, of Chatham,
he Synod, at their dress.

New Brunswick, Mr. McCurdy
requested to ad-

l:[;e‘eo’ was, and is hereby requested to address t
Missionary Meeting, to-morrow evening, on the state, opera-
hen tions, and prospects of the Presbyterian Church of Nova-
and Scotia. Mr. McCurdy signified his compliance witfl the
request.
from the Presbytery of Toronto, supply, employ-
ment of Students

Took up an Overture,

od
! anent the occasional employment of Students of Theology for, Overture.
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in supplying vacant congregations, and praying the deliver-
ance of Synod. |

Motion. It was moved by Mr. Porteous, seconded by Mr. Barrie,
that the employment of Students, for the purpose indicated
in the Overture, be left to the judgment of the Presbyteries.

Amendmont. ¢ It was moved in amendment, by Mr. Drummond, seconded
by Mr. Torrance, that the Students be employed in Mission-
ary work under the Superintendence of the Presbyteries,
and with the knowledge of the Distribution Committee.

Deliverance, Mo- A vote being taken, first on the amendment, and then on

ton eurrlod: g original motion, the motion was carried by a majority,
like as the Synod did, and do decide that the employment of
Students of Theology in supplying vacancies shall be left to
the judgment of the Presbyteries.

Formuln, Over-— Toolk up, an Overture from l}kn Presbytery of Toronto,

turefor alteration

delnyed. suggesting certain alterations in thé Formula for the ordina-
tion of Ministersand Elders.  In consequence of the absence,
with the leave of Synod, of Mr. Kennedy, who was appointed
by the Preshytery to support this Overture, it was agreed to
defer its consideration until Mr. Kennedy can be present.

f“f’v"pyel'."’i‘;‘n"{d‘:'y Read and received a petition from certain Ministers,
members of the Preshytery of Wellington, and others, pray-
ing that the Ministers and congregations of St. Vincent and
Euphrasia, Lake Shore, Sydenham, Sullivan, Brgmt and
Greenock may be erected into a new Presbytery, to be called
the Presbytery of Grey.

'l:::?;,oy':«f;";?d On motion, the Synod unanimously granted the prayer of

Grey esublished :he petition, and appointed the first meeting of the said Pres.
bytery of Grey'to be held in the town of Sydenham, on
Tuesday, after the first Sabbath of July, at 12 o’clock, noon.
The Rev. Mr. Fayette to be the first moderator.

Adjourned to meet again at half-past seven o’clock.

Closed with the benediction.

L IV.SEDERUNT.
Haminron, WEDNESDAY,
June 4, 1856, 7} o’ clock, P. M.
The Synod met, and was constituted by the Rev. Mr. Duff,
Moderator.
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The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the last Sederunt
were read and approved.

Entered upon the consideration of the Overture from the Formnla, propos-
Presbytery of Toronto, in relation to the changing of certain ke i 4
expiessions, in the Formula for the Ordinations of Ministers
and Elders, of the tenor following : — &

¢ To the Moderator and Members of the United Presbyte-
rian Synod.

Whereas, in the second question of the Formula for Min-
istersand Elders, at Ordination, and for preachers at licensé,.
the following words occur, viz :—*It being understood that
you are not required to approve ofanything in these docu-
meats,” (i. e. the Confession of Faith, the Catechisms, Larger
and Shorter) * which teaches, or is supposed to teach, com-
pulsory, or persecuting and intolerant principles in reli-
gion *—And whereas, said words, in the opinion of the Pres-
bytery, are indefinite, as they seem to give, or imply the ne-
gative, or silent sanction, or permission of the Church, to
hold and approve of compulsory, or pevsecuting and intoler-
ant principles in religion :—It is therefore overtured that the
Synod alter and amend this Section of the Formula, by eras-
ing the words are not required to approve of, and inserting in
their stead, disapprove, condemn, or some such synonyme or,
sentence of like import.”

Mr. Kennedy was heard in support of the Overture.

It was moved by Mr. Thornton, seconded by Mr. Dunbar, moion.
that the amendmenton the Formula, proposed in the Overture,
be adopted by the Synod.

It was moved in amendment, by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Amendment.
Mr. Cross, that it is not expedient to entertain the prayer
of this Overture.

A vote being taken, 25 voted for the amendment, and 13
for the motion. The amendment was therefore declared to
be carried, and the Synod did, and do resolve in terms there-
of, that itisnot expedient to make any change in the Formula
for Ordination.

{ Adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning, at 9 o'qlock.
Closed with the benediction. \

— \

V. SEDERUNT. N
. Hamirron, Trurspay, )
June 5, 1856, 9 o’clock, A. M.
The Synod met, and was constituted by the Rev. Mr. Duff,
Moderator.

e
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Mr. Devine's
case, delayed.

Probationers lo-
cation of, Over-
ture on.

Motion.

Amendment,

Deliverance.

Patterson  Rev,
G.onvited to cor-
respond.

Agriculture ond
Buatistics Bureau,
letter from.

Letter referred to
Committee.

The Roll was called, and the minutes of last Sederun,
were read and sustained.

It was agreed to delay consideration of Mr. Devine’s case
ull the atternoon Sederunt.

Took up an Overture from the Presbytery of Brant, re-
lating to the location of probationers, and praying that cer-
tain changes may be made, to the purport following :—

1. “That the Distribution Committee, having been previous-
ly instructed by the Presbytery Clerks, as to the number of
their vacancies and relative proportion of supply, shall be
invested with power to issue all appointments to the Preach.-

ers, direct, and also forward to the vacant congregation a
copy of their supply.

2. That the said Committee, while they have respect to
the relative wants of Presbyteries, and study equal distribu-
tion, be also empowered to station a preacher, in a vacancy,
for a longer or shorter period, at the request of the Presby-
tery, and with the consent of parties concerned.”

Mr. Drummond supported the Overture on behalf of the
Presbytery of Brant.

It was moved by Mr. Torrance, scconded by Mr. Dunbar,
—That the prayer of the Overture be granted. .

It was moved, in amendment, by Mr. Dick, seconded by
Mr. Cross,—That the first part of the prayer of the Overture
be refused, and that the second part be granted.

The amendment, on being put, was negatived, and the
motion was carried by a large majority, and the Synod did,
and do decide in terms thereof, and empower and instruct the
Distribution Committee in accordance therewith.

The Rev. George Patterson, of Green I, Pictou, Nova-
Scotia, being introduced by Mr. Cross, was invited by the
Moderator, to take his seat in Synod, as a corresponding
member.

Read a letter from the Bureau of Agriculture and Statis.
tics, in relation to returns of Births, Marriages, and Deaths,
required by the Act, 10th and 11th Vict., Chap 14, See, xvi,
to be made to that Department.

On motion, the letter was referred to a Committee, consist-
ing of the Rev. Messrs. Torrance and Cavan, and Mr. Lunn,
Elder, to take its requirements into consideration, and re.

-

e SS——
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port by resolution, or otherwise, at the afternoon Sederunt to-
day.

Read and received a petition from a meeting of delegates Unm l;"iuon
of the Congregations in connection with the Free Church,
and the United Presbyterian Church, in Esquesing, on the
question of Union between the said Churches.

[t was agreed to delay the consideration of this paper, till Delayed.
the Committee on Union with the Presbyterian Church of
Canada give in their report.

Read and received a petition from Mr. William Clarke, zra::-'rnymm.mn
Probationer, for an increase of salary. Clarke.

On motion, it was agreed,—That the Synod feel them- Refused.
selves unable to comply with the prayer of this petition.

Appointed .next Meeting of Synod to be held, in the first synod, next
United Presbyterian Church, Toronto, on the first Tuesday ™**""¢ %
of June, 1857, at seven o’clock, in the evening.

Mr. Dick, as Convener of the Committee for Distribution Livingatone Rev.
of Preachers, submitted @ statement respecting the position ™" Po*ition of
of the Rev. Mr. Livingstone, as a preacher in this Church,
and requested the action of the Synod as regards his being
placed on the list of Probationers.

[t was agreed that Mr. Livingstone shall, in compliance pegision:
with his request, be put upon the Probationers’ list.

Dr. Taylqy, Convener of the Committee on Union, com- Usion Commit-
municated t:QSynod the desire of the Union Committee of the :’:p:;:::ocnhum'
Presbyterian Church of Canada, to be heard by Deputation,
at this meeting.

It was agreed to receive the Deputation at half an hour Tobe received.
aftef eleven o’clock, this morning ; and that the Moderator,
on behalf of the Synod, shall respond to the addresses of the
Deputies.

It was agreed to hear now, the Report of the Committee of 'i-::ps:‘-:.';
Missions, with a view to the disposal of any suggestions, or
propositions which it may contain, previous to the Missionary
Meeting in the evening. The Report was read by the Rev.

Mr. Torrance, Convener of the Mission’s Committee.

The Deputation from the Committee on Union of the Pres- Depautation, Pree
byterian Church of Canada, consisting of the Rev. Mr. Lowry, Gharch
Moderator of the Synod of that Church, and the Rev. Mr.
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————
Inglis, were now introduced, b
addressed the Synod.

Reply to. The Moderator replied.

y Dr. Taylor, and severally

After engaging in praise by singing the 133 Psalm, Dr.
Taylor, at the request of the Moderator, led in prayer. ,

The hour of noon having arrived, the Synod adjourned, to
meetagain, at 2 o’clock, P. M,

Closed with the benediction.

——

VI. SEDERUNT.
Hasinron, Tnugrspay,
June 5, 1856, 2 o’clock, P. M.

The Synod met, and was constituted by the Rev. Mr. Duff,

Moderator.
The Roll was called, and the Minutes of last
read and Sustained,
On motion of Mr, Je
of Synod, at the
Preachers,

Sederunt were

nnings, it was agreed that the decisjon
Motion, }

morning sitting, as to the distribution of
be reconsidered at this Sederunt.

N, o r ] n
Reports anPres-  Called for the R

ports of the Committees 1o examine the
bytery Mioutes. Minyteg of Pl‘(w;hytorics,

i::z:m The Committees on the Minutes of the Prcsbyleries of

Toronto, Londsn, Flamboro’, Toronto, Canada East, and Brant, report.

g::::“' Bast. od that (he Records of those Presbyteries were correctly

) kept.

— The Commitice on (he Minutes of the Presbytery of La.
nark, reported that he Minutes of said Presbytery had ot been
put into their hands, but that an excuse for their absoxlce"l)afl
been forwarded by the Clerk.

Durham, The Committee on the Minut

es of the Preshytery of Dyr.
ad been handed to them, but that
anatory note, fiom the Clerk, to the
been made since last meeting, in
Weopy of the first Minutes having been

ham reported that no book I
they had received ap expl
efleet that no entry had
consequence of the scro
mislaid.

Mission Report  Proceeded to the conside
Committee, res

ration of the repor( of the Mission
adopted. .

ud at the morning Sederunt,
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On motion, the Report was received and adopted, and the
thanks of the Synod were given to the Committee for the
ability and diligence with which they have discharged the im.
portant duties entrusted to them.

The following persons were then appointed to be the Com-
mittee of Missions for the current year, namely :—The Reve
Thomas Christie, Professor Taylor, the Rev. Messrs. Bar.
rie, Jennings, Torrance, Drummond, Ormiston,and Mr. Duff]
Moderator of Synod, and Mr. Dunbar, together with Thomas
Armstrong, James Armstrong, Robert Christie, Alexander
Watt, Esquires, Synod Elders: five members of Committee
to form a Quorum.—The Rev. Mr. Torrance to be Convener.

It was agread that the sum of £10 a year be paid to the
Convener of the Missins Committee, as compensation for his
services in that capacity.

Entered on the further consideration of Mr. Devine’s
case, delayed from yesterday afternoon.

After reasoning, the motion first made was fallen from,
and the Synod unanimously agreed, that Mr. Devine’s ten-
der of resignation be accepted, in terms of his letter to
the Moderator of Synod, dated August 22, 1855, and that
his letter recalling that tender of resignation be not received.

Took up for consideration, the resolution of Synod, adopted
at the morning Scderunt, as to alterations in ! + powers of the
Distribution Committee.

It was moved by Mr, Jennings, seconded by Mr. Dick,
that'the finding of Synod, in this case, at the morning Sede.
runt, to-day, be rescinded.

It was moved in amendment by Mr. Drummond, seconded
by Mr. Dewar, that the finding of the Synod be sustained.

A vote being taken, the motion was carried against the
amendment by a large majority : and the Synod did, and do
rescind the resolution passed in the morning on this matter.

The Synod then adopted the second part, only, of the
Overture referred to; and did, and do hereby resolve,  that
the Committee of Distribution, while they have respect to the
relative wants of Presbyteries, and study equal distribution,
be empowered to station a Preacher in a vacancy, for a

Mission Commit-
tee appointed,

Salary to Con-
vener,  Mission
Committee.

Devine, Mr., case
of.

Deliverance.'

Distribution
Committee, re-
consideration of
resolution

Motion.

Amendment.,

Deliverance.

Rule.
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longer or shorter period, at the request of the Presbytery,
and with the consent of parties concerned.”
Misionary 1. The following resolution was moved by the Rev. Mr.
i by sented Kennedy, seconded by Mr. Lunn, Elder, and was unani.
mously adopted, viz:—That this Synod call the attention of
its clerical members to the fact that, owing to lack of preach.
ers, many of the outlying stations are but partially sup-
plied with the means of grace, and would earnestly urge
that ministers, with the consent of their congregations, tender
their services for two or more Sabbaths, annually, to the
Committee of Distribution.
Lowden,Rev. . Read and received, a memorial from the session and con.
L':fh'.‘.".,z“.‘('.!'".':.‘d' gregation of New Glasgow, respecting the death of their
nuie oCRRIr e pastor, the Rev. Alexander Lowden, representing the
destitute condition of the bereaved widow and family, and
recommending them to the sympathy and aid of the Synod.
Momorial refer. 0N mMotion, it was agreed to recommend the memorial
ol > Mission from the congregation of New Glasgow, to the favourable
consideration of the Mission Committee.
Revolution 1o It was further unanimously agreed, that the Synod having
’ veen made acquainted with the pecuniary circumstances of
the family of the late Rev. Alexander Lowden, of New
Glasgow, in Canada East, so suddenly and unexpectedly
removed from amongst us by death, hereby recommend the
case of the family to the people of our Tespective congrega-
tions, in order that, by collections or subscriptions, they may
express their interest in their welfare,
M, Tolor, and — Agreed to request Dr. Taylor, of Montreal, and the Synod
roxe acrge of Elder from his church, Mr. Laird Patton, to take charge
of any funds which may be raised for the above purpose.
Committen to Appointed the Rev. Messrs. Barrie and Skinner a Com.
dnf miml ittee to draw up a minute, expressive of the mind of thig
Synod in relation to Mr. Lowden’s death.
Adjourned to meet again this evening at half-past seven
o’clock.
Closed with the benediction.
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VII. SEDERUNT.
Hamiron, Thurspay,
June 5, 1856, 74 o’clock, P. M.

The Synod met, and was constituted by the Rev. Mr. Duff,

Moderator.

The Roll was called and the Minutes of last Sederunt were
read and sustained.

Entered on the exercises of the Synod’s Missionary Missionary Meer-
Meeting, when the Report of the Missions’ Committee wag ™"

again read by Mr. Torrance. ‘

An Addresg, on the subject of Missions, was delivered by Address by M
the Rev. Mr. Crags. Crom.

Engaged in prajse by singing Ps. lxxii, 17.19.

The Rev. Mr. McCurdy, of Chatham, New Brunswick, pddress by Mr
then addressed the meeting, giving a sketch of the history MeCurd-
and operations, generally, of the Presbyterian Church of No.
va-Scotia, and closing with the suggestion that the Synod
should undertake a joint Mission, with the Nova.Scotia
Church, in Western Polynesia.

The Rev. Mr. Patterson delivered an address, in relation, 5440, by Mr
more particularly, to the Foreign Mission of the Church jn Patterson.
Nova-Scotia, setting forth its history and progress, and sup.
porting Mr. McCurdy’s suggestion. '

It was unanimously agreed,~—That the thanks of the S
are due, and are hefeb{);' tenéered to Messrs. McCu r‘j]yy:r:): Ill:.cllnkr:i;orna;.r'
Patterson, for the interesting communications, made by them, Feuerson.
respecting the state and operations, at home and abroad, of
our Sister Church in Nova-Scotia ; and to record the high
graiification which it affords this Synod to be informed of the
increasing prosperity and brightening  prospects of that
Church.

Adjourned, to meet, at 9 o’clock, to-morrow.

Closed with the benediction.

VIII. SEDERUNT.
Hamuron, Fripay,
June 6, 1856, 9 o’clock, A. M.
The Synod met, and was constituted by the Rev. Mr. Duff,
Moderator.
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The Roll was called, and the minutes of last Sederunt

were read and approved.

,’:‘}f:‘:.'a,':.:’,’k' On motion, the thanks of the Synod were given to the Rev.
Mr. Cross for the able and eloquent address, delivered by
him, at the Synod’s Missionary Meeting last night.

Hrd. Scattend  ppo Rev. Joseph Scott, and the Rev. William Cavan,

;‘;m“"“‘" "*'were now appointed to deliver addresses on Missions, at the
Meeting of Synod, next year.

bt Rev.Elot-  Read a letter from the Rev. Edward Ebbs, of the Con-
gregational Church, requesting the Synod to appoint a depu-
tation to wait upon the Congregational Union, which is to
meet in this City, on the 11th inst,

gﬁﬁ;"f"ﬁ:a;g, Appointed Dr. Ferrier and Mr. Lees, a deputation, in

pr. Forrior, Mr 0 rms of the letter of Mr. Ebbs, with instruction to convey to

the Congregational Union of Canada, the fraternal christian
greetings of this Synod.

Miamon  Hoerd,  On motion of Mr. Torrance, seconded by Mr. Thornton,

o it was unanimously resolved,—That the cordial thanks of
this Synod be tendered to the Mission Board in Scotland, for
the zeal and readiness they have evinced in responding to

Mussionories, ro.N€ frequent 'npplications of the Church in Canada, for Mis-

quest for. sionaries; and that they be again requested, through the
Mission Committee, to procure and send out an additional
supply to the number of twelve.

Fuods, Commit. OD motion of Mr. Torrance, seconded by Mr. Barrie, it

e on. was unanimously resolved,—That this Synod appoint a Com.
mittee on Funds, consisting of the Rev. Messrs. Drummond
and Dunbar, with Robert Christie, Esq., whose duty it shall
be to intimate, through the Magazine, and if necessary by
Circular, to the different Ministers of Congregations, the
month in which the collections should be taken up, for each
scheme ; the state and object of each Fund; and the duty
of the Church to be liberal in their contributions.

Aaih rePrt - The Committee appointed to examine the accounts of the
Treasurer of Synod, (Robert Christie, Esq.,) reported that
they had found those accounts kept in an accurate and orderly
manner. In addition, the Committee also called the attention
of the Synod to the state of the Synod Fund, and suggested
Yat some special effort be devised to liquidate the debt,
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The same Committee reported that they had examined the
accounts of the Rev. T. Christie, Treasurer of the Home
Synod’s Grant, and found them accurately kept, showing &
balance in hand of £2 17s. 104d.

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the gg'l‘lf:“l‘c':‘;"m:f:
Bureau of Agriculture and Statistics, reported a series of report on.
resolutions, and recommended their adoption by the Synod.

1t was agreed to defer the cousideration of this question Delsyed.
till next meeting of Synod.

In the absence of the Rev. Professor Taylor, the Report Theoeic Edu-
of the Committee on Theological Education, was read by the o reert o
Rev. Mr. Thornton.

The Report was received, and the thanks of the Synod Report received
were given to the Committee for their dilligence and zeal
in the discharge of the duties entrusted to them.

On motion, the Committee was re.appointed, with the ad- zz':::l!"::'rfd
dition of the Rev. John Duff, Moderator. The Committee shpointed, with
will then be composed of the following persons, namely :—

The Rev. Professor Taylor, Rev. Dr. Ferrier, Rev. Messrs.
Thomas Christie, Thornton, Dick, Barrie, Torrance, Ormis-
ton, Kennedy and Duff. Professor Taylor to be Convener.

Appointed the Rev. Mesqrs Ormiston and Thornton t0 Examioers Assis-
assist Professor Taylor in the examination of Students of ™
Theology.

Ordered,—That the report on Theological Education be Theo. Ed. Re-

orl 10 be print-
printed in the appendix to the Synod’s Minutes.

Ordered,—That the Report of the Mission Committee be M-";:m eporti
also printed in said appendix.

Mr. Skinner reported from the Committee, appointed to Lovmv:hl;;v
draw up a minute expressive of the mind of Synod, in regard minute reportes
to the death of the Rev. Alexander Lowden. sad adopiod:

The Report was adopted, and is of the following tenor.

Resolved,—That this Synod, under a profound sense of
their dependence on the Great King and Head of the Church,
into whose hands the Father hath put all things, and the
Sovereign disposal of all events, for the good of his Church ;
are solertinly impressed with the loud call to one and all,
especially of its ministerial members, to be diligent and faith- "
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Tostruction (o
trapsmit above to
 Mis L.

Jnion Commt-
98 report

ful in the work of their Ministry ; for they know not the
day nor the hour when the Master may call them to account-
They would regard it as a dark providence that God, in his
holy Sovereignty, should have seen meet to take away our
dear brother, the Rev. Alexander Lowden, from the vine-
yard, in the midst of health and usefulness, while on his way
tobe in our midst at this meeting of Synod; and they
would humble themselves before the Lord. Truly His way
is in the Sea and His path in the mighty waters, and Hi®
footsteps are not known.

Mr. Lowden had some features of character bearing
marked resemblance to the Master himself. His amiability
and love of the brethren were conspicuous 1o all who knew
him.  His self denial and his contentment, in regard to the
things of this life, are well known to all present, and now
embalm his memory in the remembrance of all who have, at
this meeting, heard the report of his death. And, moreover,
his being taken away from an amiable partner and five
young children, in depressed wordly circumstances, touches
all the cords of natural and christian sympathy, in the mem-
bers of this Synod, and makes them pledge themselves to be
God’s Almoners in visitinghis widowed partner and father-
less children in this their time'of need.-

The clerk, was, and is hereby, instructed to transmit to
Mrs. Lowden, a copy, of the above Resolution, together with
the proceedings at a former Sederunt, in relation to the death
of Mr. Lowden.

The Rev. Dr. Taylor, of Montreal, Convener of the Com.
mittee on Union with other Evangelical Churches, gaveina
report of the action of the said Committee, to the following
purport :—On  behalf of the Committee on Union with the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, it was reported byDr. Taylor:
the Convener, that he had received a very friendly letter from
Mr. Ure, the Convener of the Committee appointed by the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, suggesting the
“ expediency of calling a joint meeting of the two Commit-
tees.” Dr. Taylor replied in the same spirit, and proposed
that a joint meeting should be held in this City, on the 4th of
June.  Snid meeting had been held, and was followed by




United Presbyterian Church in Canada. 189

two adjourned meetings, in all of which there had been so
much harmony of sentiment, and cordiality of feeling, as
furnished matter of devout thankfulness to God. The Com-
mittees had agreed to present the following Minute to the
respective Synods :—

“Having had lengthened conference together, in the con-
ducting of which the Committees have reason to believe that
they have enjoyed much of the presence of the Great Head
of the Church, they are gratified to find, that, apart fromfthe
question pertaining to the power, obligation, and duties of|the
Civil Magistrate, they are perfectly at one on all the great
doctrines laid down in the Westminster Confession of Faith ;
and further, that, on the special question above referred to,
and the points involved in it, or connected with it, such as
the exclusive Headship of Christ over the Church, individual
liberty of conscience in religious matters, and the obligation
ofall men, in all the relations of life, to be governed by the
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, there was such a measure
of harmony of sentiment manifested as to warrant the hope
of its being found practicable to frame some declaration on
these points which might be mutually satisfactory, and cal-
culated to prepare the way for a Union of the two Bodies.
They therefore agree to ask their respective Synods to re-
appoint a Committee to take additional steps to advance the
Union of Churches holdigg so many great principles in com-
mon, and especially to prepare a Declaration which might
be afterwards used as a basis of Union, in which the exclu.
sive Headship of our Lord Jesus Christ over his Church, and
the freedom of conscience, on the one hand, and the obligation
ofall men to be goverened in all their public and private rela.
tions, by the authority of Christ, in his (vord, on the other

may be fully maintained.”
(Signed)  Joun Jennines, Chairman.,
\ Joun Laing, Clerk.

All of which is respectfully submitted, in name of the Com-
mittee. (Signed) * W. Tavror, D.D. Con.
The Report was received and cordially approved.

———
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Union Committee i Z : . .
Fedhbiintod On Motion, the Union Committee was re-appointed, with

it additions.  the addition of Thomas Lunn, Hugh Young, Robert Christie,
and James Robertson, Esquires, Elders.

The Committee as re-organized is composed of the follow.
ing persons, namely :—The Rev. Dr. W. Taylor, of Mon-
treal, the Rev. Messrs. Ieﬁnings, Skinner, Proudfoot, Ken.
nedy, Thornton and Ormiston ; together with Messrs. Lunn,
Young, Christie and Robertson, Elders, Dr. Taylor to be

Convener.
Evangelical On Motion of Mr. Torrance, seconded by Mr. Barrie it
Christendom and : , .
Chnstian " " was unanimously resolved,—That the thanks of this Synod

Twmes, thanks i 3
for be sent to the generous donor of The Christian Times news-

paper, and Fuvangelical Christendom, monthly periodica!,
received by Ministers of this Church.

:_")"'li{“u'f,‘;;e”ﬂ Called for the Report of the Committee, appointed near

roport (‘:‘f Com- the close of the last meeting of Synod, to memorialize the
the Governor General, in Council, onthe settlement of the
Clergy Reserve question, and with reference especially to the

Commutation clauses introduced into the Act of settlement.

Dr. Taylor, the Convener gave, verbally, a statement of
the action taken by the Committee, on the matter referred 10
them, and said further, that in consequence of the paper con-
taining the resolutions which had "been agreed upon, being
mislaid it had not reached him for gsome months after the
meeting of Synod, and then wanted, for certain reasons, the
name of one of the members of Committee ; that in conse.
quence of this defect and the long time which had elapsed,
he came to the conclusion that the proper time had gone by,
and that he had not forwarded the paper tothe Governor Gen-
eral, and now laid iton the Synod’s table.

‘,;:'n'l's":;""svef’f:"‘ The conduct of the Convenor of the Commiitee was ap-
proved, the thanks of the Synod were given him, and the
Committee discharged.

"The resolutions, to the purport following, as reported by
Dr. Taylor, were then unanimously adopted by the Synod,
and the Clerk was instrueted to transmit an authenticated

copy of them to the Governor General, in Council.
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Resolved,—1. That this Synod learned, with the utmost Resolutions.
satisfaction, that a Bill, to settle the long-pending question
of the Clergy Reserve Lands, was introduced into the Pro.
vincial Parliament, under the auspices of the Government ;
and especially as that Bill, according to the terms used in
the Third Section, was designed “to remove all semblance
of connection between Church and State’” in this Province,
and was therefore adapted to allay the céntqmions on this
subject by which the Country has been so long agitated ;

contentions not only injurious to its prosperity, but calculat.
ed to endanger the connection happily subsisting between it
and Great Britain.

2. That their hopes have been grievously disappointed, by
the introduction into the said Bill of the Commutation clause,
and especially by the manner in which it has been carried
out; inasmuch as it makes an invidious distinction between
different Religious Denominations, and inasmuch as, by re-
moving the moneys arising out of the Commutation from
the control of the Legislature, it is calculated to perpetuate
all the evils of a State Endowment, in even a more aggra-
vated form:—All which the Synod firmly believe to be op-
posed to the well.-known wishes of the people, and fitted to
re-kindle those dissensions, social and political, which it was
trusted the Bill would terminate for ever.

3. That in the opinion of this Court any settlement under
the Commutation Clause, with any parties whatever, which
is inconsistent with the declaration already quoted from the
third Section of the Act, ought not to be considered final, and
should therefore, be held subject to the revision of any future
Parliament.

A question being raised as to granting a synodical certificate Devine. M
to the Rev. Mr. Devine, it was agreed to instruct the Clerk,
and he is hereby instructed to give to Mr. Devine, on hisap-
plication, a historical certificate of his relation with and dis-
junction from this Church, embodying therein the substance
of the proceedings of Synod in his case, at this Session.

The Convener of the Mission Committec proposed a ques- Mr. Fraser Cate-

3 chist, Salary of

tion as to the salary of Mr. James Fraser, Catechist, within
the bounds of the Presbytery of London.
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Raferred o Mise. [t wasagreed to refer the whole suject to the consideration
and disposal of the Mission Committee.

ﬁfﬁi?}ogf?e:i The Rev. Mr. Jennings now read a letter, addressed to

by Mr. Jennings. him, from the Rev. John Geddie, the Missionary of the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia, in the Island of Aneiteum,
in the South Seas, conveying most, cheering intelligence of
the state and progress of the mission on that Island, under
his inspection and that of the Rev. Mr. Inglis, of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church, in Scotland.

o Mr. The Synod agreed to record their acknowledgements to

Jeunizgs: Mr. Geddie, for his valuable letter, and also their thanks to
Mr. Jennings for communicating the information which it

contains.

Foreign Mission, . F
R o It was moved by Dr. Ferrier, seconded by Mr. Jennings,

and unanimously agreed,—That this Synod having listened,
with muoh satisfaction, to the addresses of our brethren from
Nova Scotia, and to Mr. Geddie’s letter,—Resolve, to insti-
tute, as soon as practicable, a Mission to the South Seas, to
be conjoined, should it be agreeable to the Synod of Nova
Scotia, with their Mission ; and that as soon as sufficient
funds are realized, and a suitable Missionary obtained, they
shall be happy to co-operate with the Sister Church in their
zealous, and, through God’s blessing, already successful la-
bours, in that interesting field.

‘}‘L';H";;ll:ﬁo‘;" Dr. Ferrier and Mr. Jennings were then appointed a Com-
mittee to take such steps as may Le requisite to excite an in-
terest in thisobject among our congregations in this country.

{;}:::nlwon to The Clerk was instriicted to send, with all convenient des-
patch, a copy of the proceedings in regard to this matter, to
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia.

Ordor for Print-  Opdered,—That 400 copies of the Minutes of this meeting

ing.
of Synod be printed for the use of Ministers and Sessions.

81010 doorkeep- Opgered,—That the sum of £2 10s be paid to the Church

officer for hisattendance and services at this meeting.
:',‘::';':l'o;"n,c"“‘ The thanks of Synod were given to the office-bearers and
Hamilton, congregation of Hamilton for the accommodation furnished
by them to this meeting of Synod.

The Moderator then addressed the Synod.



b

United Presbyterian Church in Canada.

After engaging in praise the Moderator announced that
the next meeting of Synod would be held in the First United
Presbyterian Church, in the City of Torbnto, on the first
Tuesday of June, 1857, at 7 oclock, in the evening, and
then closed the Session with the Apostolical benediction.

JOHN DUFF, Moderator.
WM. FRASER, Clerk.

APPENDIX

[No. 1]

REPORT OF THE MISSION COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA, FOR THE
YEAR 1855-56.

Your Committee have to return thanke to the Giver of all Good, by
whom they have been mercifully preserved during the past year, and are
now permitted to lay before you a report of the proceedings which they
have taken on those matters which were brought under their consideration
in connection with the Missions of the Chureh. “Bless the Lord O my soul!
and all that is witfin me bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my
soul ! and forget not all his benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities,
who healeth all thy diseases, who redeemeth thy life from destruction,
who crowneth thee with loving kindness and tender mercies.”

Your Committee for reasons similar to those which iofluenced them
last year, appointed a Sub-comazitiee to take action on cases which
might arise during the intervals of meeting, requiring of course, the sub-
commilttee to give in their report, and reserving to themselves the right
ot approving or disapproving of the same as they mightsee proper. By this
arrangement the business of the General Committee has been greatly
facilitated, and in no instance have they seen it necessary to challenge
the decision of the sub-commitiee.

‘At their meeting in July last, held in the Village of Ancaster, a letter
was read from the Rev. Dr. Somorville, Secretary of the Board of Mis-
sions in Scotland, intimating that the offered services of the Rev. Messrs.
Todd and McGowan, both of whom had been in pastoral charges, had
been accepted for Canada, with those of the Rev. Mr, Inglis, and of
Messrs. Caldwell and Watson, Probationers of the Church. Dr. Somer-
ville farther stated in his letter that as this completed the number of ten
Preachers asked from home by this Synod, some time back no efforts
would be made by the Board in Scotland to engage any more unless at
the request of the Synod here. The Convener was instructed to write
to the Board, tender them thanks for the kindness already shewn them in
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procuring missionaries for this Province, to give, so far as he was able,
an account of the state, wants and prospects of the Church ; and to soli-
cit an increase of labourers for the vacancies which still exist, and for
the fresh fields which are opening up. Two of the above named minis-
ters did not come out, but your Committee are gratified to have to state
that in a letter received during the month of May, Dr. Somerville men-
tions that the Board had accepted the services of the Rev. Messrs. Gibson
and Stevenson ; we hope that these brethren will soon appear in the midst
of us and show themselves disposed to go up to the high places of the
field. For, with all the supply that has come from Scotland, and with
the addition of those who had been trained and licensed in the Province,
the wants of the church are numerous and are more increasingly press-
ing. Large tracts of country which have long been settled, are without

, Gospel ordinances administered by an educated ministry. Many mem-
bers and adherents of the United Presbyterian Church, have gone into
parts whither they have not been followed by our ministers, because of the
work they have had to do in other quarters. In many places that were but
lately a forest, and which have been sottled by an enterprising population,
cultivation is going forward, families are growing up, and souls are ripen-
ing for eternity ; but our Church is unable to send in the word of life to
them, for she has none by whom to send it. Help from home will be
required for a time, at all events, and your Committee bearing in mind
the promptitudo and cordiality with which the Church at home has re-
sponded to past applications that have been made, for men‘and money,
cherish the confidence that help will bo still afforded from the same
quarter.

Your Committee, during the year, have passed applications from Pro-
bationers and Ministers, in discharge of engagements with the Home
Board to the amount of £371 7s. 84. In all cases they have required
reports of their labours within the bounds of Presbyteries to be
transmitted and certified to them. Several of these reports have been
sadly 'defective : and although the Committee have taken no action
farther than to characterizo them as they were read ; yet they think it
strange that Presbyteries have allowed them to pass through their hande,
and their certification to be affixed to them without comment or qualifi-
cation.  In particular, your Committee would spgeify the matter of
family visitation. Probationers give very little attention to this. Some
of them, indeed, plead their inability to visit because of the short period
they are within the bounds of: any congregation ; but more than one of
the members of your Committee have found it practicable to
visit as many as seven or eight families, and that ata busy season
of theyear and yet make their way to the next station on the following
Sabbath.  To the Synod we would respectfully recommend that instruc-
tions be issued to Presbyteries to see that the law of the Church on this
point be faiihfully complied with.

Three Congrogations have received supplement ‘in the course of the
year. The whole sum granted and drawn by them is £125 19s. 9d.

Mr. Frazer, Caicchist, has still been prosecuting his labours with the
same Christian diligence and zeal for which he has all along been char-
acterized.  Your Committee have much pleasure in being able to state
that he has not had occasion to draw any supplement trom the Fund for
the past year. The stations among which he has been labouring have
prospered and given proof of their appreciation of his services and of
their religious principle by contributing the amount, and more than the
amount promised him as stipend. To.Mr. Frazer himself it must be a
gratification 1o witness these ovidences of success. To the Presbytery
of London, whose Catechist he is, it must be a source of gladnees tha:
he has not laboured in vain nor spent his strength for naught, while the
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Bynod must be pleased with this other instance of the profitable expen-
diture of funds raised to help those who were unable by their own con-
tributions to obtain the administration of the word of God among them.
As usual, your Committee embrace in this report a statement of the
aceounts of both Treasurers:
The Rev. Mr. Christie in account with the United Presbyterian
Church. E

Dr. Cr.
To balance on hand 7th June, By paid to Probationers, &c., on
1855 .ovveeinenn £33 4 7 order of Mis. Com.,
“Home Grant....... 284 11 3 &e....ooviinenn. . £314 17 114
. Balance on hand. 2 17 10}
£317 15 10 £317 15 10
Robert Christie, Esq., in account with the United Presbyterian Church.
Dr. Cr.
Bal. June 7th, 1855 £223 5§ 114 By paid out of Mission .
Received from Con- (60], TRAN— | S W |
gregations till Balance on hand.. . 238 6 9
June, 1856...... 262 17 10}
£486 3 10
Interest ... 13 7 7
£499 11 5 £499 11 5

It is with regret that certain members of the Committee feel them-
selves urged to complain of the non-attendance of the members in ge-
neral. Wo merely mention the fact in this report, leaving the Synod to
take action upon it at the proper time.

Your Committee would close their report by mentioning that at their
meeting on 15th January last it was resolved, that in consequence of the
business which their Clerk has to transact, the Synod be requested and
recommended to pay him a salary of not less than Ten Pounds a year.

[No. 1L
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

The Committee on Theological Education beg respectfully to submit
to the Synod the following Report:—

The Committee, agreeably to instructione, printed and circulated the
address approved of atlast meeting of Synod, relative to the raising of 2
Fund for aiding and encouraging Students in Divinity ; and a number
of the congregations were visited by Dr. Taylor, with reference to the
same object. The reception he met with was, in every instance, cor-
dial and kind, Ministers giving their efficient and valuable co-operation ;
and the contributions obtained were, generally, liberal, in some cases,
deserving to be called munificent, when the size and circumstances of the
congregations are considered. The entire sum received amounted to
£287 13s 94d cy ,—being from the Congregation of Hamilton £81 53
0d ;—of Eramosa, £30 23 6d ;—of Caledonia £4 6s 3d ;—of Indiana,
£4 173 6d ;—of Oneida, £7 25 6d ;—of Flamboro’ and Dundas, £26 58
74;—of Elora, £16 08 0d ;—of Guelph, £64 0s 8d ;—of Beverly £5 133
9 ;—of Esqesing, £355s 0d ;—of Neweastlo, £11 58 0d ;—together with
the sums of £1 53 0d, from Mr. Robert Rodgers, West Dumfriee, and
58, from Mr. James Gray, of Perrytown.
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The Session of the Divinity Hall was opened on Tuesday 16th Octo
ber. In the absence of the Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Ferrier commenced
with devotional exercises, followed by an address. The Rev. Dr. Taylor
read the Imroductory Lecture. The Rev. William Ritchie, of Dunse,
Scotland, who wal'presont, being requested, delivered an address, and
the Rev. Mr. Dick concluded with prayer. The Rev. Alexander Ken-
nedy was also present. The number of students who entered was ten,
viz: of the fourth year, Mr. F. Tisdell of the the third year, Messrd, A.
McFaul and R. C. Moflat , of the second year, Messrs. T'. G. Chesnut,
W. Fletcher and D. Waters ; ot the first year, Messrs. W. Donald, R.
Hall, R. Hume and J. White.

The Committee agreed that the Grants.from the Fund for Students
should be made in the form of Exhibitions, of £11, £10, and £9 each,
according to merit ; and that with the view of ascertaining merit, an ex-
amination of the Swdents, by means of written papers, on the subjects
appointed by the Synod for examination in Presbyteries, should take
place ; and a sub-committee was appointed for carrying out this ar-
rangement.  On threo successive evenings, accordingly, examinations
were conducted ; and the Sub-Commtitee afterwards gave in the follow-
ing report of their procedure, which the Committee agreed to sanction
and approve, viz 1 — Toronto, 12th Dec. 1855. The Sub-Committee on
Theological Education have carefully considered the papers given in at
the Examinations on the 17th, }8th, and 19th October last and feel
highly eatisfied with them upon the whole, taking into account the cir-
cumstances of the case. The following is their awaid :—Fourth year,
to Mr. Tiedell, £11 ; third year to Mr. Moffat, £10; second year, to
Messrs. Waters and Chesnut, who are bracketed, £11, and 10 Mr.
Fletcher £10 ; first year, to Messrs. Hume and Donald, who are bracket-
ed, £11, to Mr. Hall £10,and to Mr. White, £10. Those bracketed
are regarded as of o nearly equal merit that no attempt is made to dis-
unguish them. The others in each year are regarded in the order .of
merit, a8 named above, or where there is only one in any year, his rank
is indicated by the sym awarded to him. The Sub-Committee consider all
to be of such reepectability that they have not thought it necessary to
award to any only £9. Mr. McFaul did not submit to any examinatlon,
but very respectifully begged 10 be excused on the ground that he did not
know of the examination. The Sub-Committee regrot that he did not
take the same course asthe others, especially a8 no dircet intimation was
given to any, and as the subjects of examination were all just those on
which Presbyteries are required by the Synod to examine. The Sub-Com-
mitttee, nevertheless, agree 10 give him £10, which, however, they do
not wish to be regarded asa precedent. Dr. Taylor etated to the Sub-
Committee, before the cons deration of the Papers,that Mr. Waters was
absent from one of the examinations, but had been allowed, on applica-
tion, to write his papers afierwards in Dr. Taylors' house, and presence

. indoing which he had been held in al] respects strictly to the same con-

ditions, as at the public examinations. The Sub-Commitice agreed to
accept these Papers, but to declare that this shall not form a precedent,
as they regard it bf importance that the examinations shall be simul-
taneous and public. (Sigaed)

“W. ORMISTON”

The Committee felt much gratified by receiving o favourable a report,
and ate of opinion that such examinations are fiited to be exceedingly
beneficial, and ought 10 be continued.

After the sums above specified as paid to students, together, with £4
135 9d, as expenses of printing, postage and travelling are deducted from
the amount received for aiding and encouraging'Students, there remains, in
fund, £178 08 04d, which will bear interest at 6 per ceat. from 16th Octo-
ber last.
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Dr. Dick’s Loctures having been gone over in the three preceding Ses-
sions, no Systematic Theology was taught during the Sessions last closed,
but, instead, the attention of the students was occupied with the Eviden-
ces of Christianity, Butler's Analogy being used as T'ext Book, and made
the subject of examination from beginning to end ; and the principles and
chief features of the other departments of the evidences were also brought
under consideration. The Epistle to the Ephesians was critically read in
Greek, selected passages of the Old Testament, regarded as specially
Messianic, were read in Hebrew, together with the corresponding portions
in the Septuagint. The Swdents were examined on Mosheim’s Church
History from the beginning of the 16th Century, to the end of his work.
They also each delivered a discourse and gave in three written exercises
on subjects prescribed to them.

The Committee expended on Books, for the Theological Library, the
sum of £19 15s 11d, leaving the balance of the amount received from
the Treasurer to be laidout by Dr. Taylor, in Britain, on Books which
may be there more advantageously obtained. The Commiitee also re-
ceived from the Missionary Society in the Congregation of the Rev.
Mr. Jennings, a valuable donation of Books for the Library, and resolved,
that the thanks of the Committee be returned to the Society, through Mr.
Jennings. =

The Committee have been gratified tolearn that the Students were en-
gaged during the Session, in distributing Religious Tracts, which the
Commmittee of the Upper Canada Religious Tract Society had the
liberality to furnish gratuitously.

The Committee would respectfully recommend that the mode of dis-
tributing the aid to the Students adopted last year be continned dur-
ing the present, and that the Synod appoint two members of the Com-

mittee as examiners with the Professor.

The Committee, in fine, beg to congratulate the Synod and the
Church, on the success which has attended the first session of the Di-
vinity Hall, on the new plan. The number of Students has been larger
than in any preceding year, and, under a kind Providence, they have
enjoyed such health that they have all been enabled to give regular
attendance till the close of the term.  Let it be the prayer and the hope
of all who wish well to the interests of religion and to the prosperity of
our own denomination in particular that the number of able, pious and
zealous youths devoting themselves to the Ministry amongst us may be
greatly increased ; and that by the Divine blessing on the means used
for their training, they may come forth workmen who need not be asham-
ed and may be rendered abundantly successful in the furtherance of the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God.
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No. III.
TREASURER’S ACCOUNTS.

CHARGE AGAINST THE TREASURER.

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON. B ISSION THEOLOGICAL
FUND. FUND.

£ e d.
. Adelaide and Warwick.................
* Westminster . s

bnghsh Settlement..
Bethel... 33
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Legacy by a member...

Adelaide and Warwick
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PRESBYTERY OF FLAMBORO’.

Flamboro
Beverly

Indiana...

Beverly....

Chippawa .
. Caledonia.

Indiana .

Oneida...

Ayr Juvenile Society..
. Chippawa.. .......

St. George ..

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

55. £ 8 d
. Richmond Hill, Thornhill and King 15 6 0
. West Gwillimbury
¢ Tecumseth
Essa......
. Vaughan.
Albion....
. 2nd Congrega

92, Thorohill.......v..voveeeereranees —
«  Richmond Hill.. .
King «.ovvoenneien

- o O et e et et
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THEOLOGICAL

£ s d £ s d £ s d

Feb. 4 West Gwillimbury.............occoe
Tecumseth...... i

. 2nd Congregaucn .
May 12. Wost Gwillimbury......£1 nn
“ Tecumseth ........c.....e. 1 3 1 110 ¢

215 0
“ Less Presbytery Fund. 1 5 0

June 4. Dunbarton......... 400 48 9
“ Toronto Tuwnshlp, nnd I]rumplon 515 6
Do. for 1855 CiSasases 21910

£49 2 55 2 2 45 719114
TRESBYTERY OF CANADA EAST,

1855. £ s d. £ s d. £ s a
Dec. 19. LaChute...ccvceeevvniiriniviunennnnns 015 0
- 1856.
Feb. 18. LaChute
“  Greenock.
Apr. 30. Montreal ..................... 710 0
8 5 0
PRESBYTERY OF LANARK.
1855. £ 8 d £ s d £ s d
Nov. 30. Smith’s Falls........... R 510 0
1856.
June 4. Fitzroy Harbour and Torbolton....... 11 7%
£611 74
PRESBYTERY OF DURHAM.
1855. £ s d . d. L e d

» Nov. 30. Bath...........eeeev.
. Newcasile.............

. Whitby..

. Newton
Apr. 7. Do.
May 20. Deo.

Jue 4. Clarke..

“  Port Hope

.

£20 less exchnngo 1s 3d....

£5415 0 2 0 316
PRESBYTERY OF WELLINGTON.
1856. £ s d £ 8 d .
Jan. 3. Elora.......coueivvniiiianns covinineens 1
Feb. 18. Eramosa. E

Apr. 7. Guelph
June 4. Elora:,
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PRESBYTERY OF BRANT.

1835. £ s d £ 8. d £ 5 4
Sept."4. Blandford......................... ... 12.0 0
1856.
Jan. 4. Glenmorris.. ] 210 0

22. Norwich .... L1100 200

“ Tilsonburgh, . 300

“ Mount Pleasan 200 I 50
Feb. 11. Glenmorris .. 611 4 I 00
May 20. Brantford... . 800 10 0 0 1 50
June 4. Blandford................... 6 5 0

1855. £ 8 d £o8 d
June 7. Balance on hand..................... . .. 22 5 114
‘“  Presbytery of London collected during the
L POBL YOAT.....c.....oiiiiiniiiiiiiii e, 4B 9 94
“  Presbytery of Flamboro do. 5319 8
“  Presbytery of Toronto do. 49 2 5)
“  Presbytery of Canada East do. 2.0 0
“  Presbytery of Lanark do. 611 74
“  Presbytery of Durham do. 54 15 0
“ Presbytery of Wellington  do. 5 8 0
“  Presbytery of Brant do. 4211 4
Interest 13 77
Collected during past year........................ £ 216 5 5¢
499 11 5
Discharge.
1855.
June 8. Paid Rov. R. Torrance expenses at Com. 112 1|
o Rev. W. Barrie do. 015 0
22. Rev.Robert Rodgers supplement............ 20 0 0
“ LaChute do. 15 0 0
27. Mr. Carruthers do. 2011 9
= Packenham do. 710 0
Qrder. 0 4 6
" Rev. J. Skinner, getting Mis. Cards Printed 2.3 4
1856.
Feb. 21. Rev. Robert Monteath....................... 34 10 7
o Rev. A. Henderson exchange 3s 6d....... 10 3 ¢
Mar. 81. Rev Mr. Stewart Garrafraxa exchange 3s.. 26 12 ¢
Apr. 7. Rev. Arch'd Cross balance of supplement § 6 8
30. Order. 010
“ Rev. Mr. Devine, Order, Pres. of Toronto 4 10
May. 20, Rev. Mr. Fayeute, supplement................ 25 0 0
“« Rev. Robert Torrance, Attending Com... 5 100 0
“ Order and Postage...... ....................... 0 29
June 5. New Glasgow Con. Supplement 3 years.. 52 0 0
" Rev. Robert Torrance, Secretary .10 0 0
Lo Paid during the year............... . £A41 4 8
28 6 9
4 Paid since balance......................... ... 37 9 6

Onhend...ee oveerinenrriinns 22017 3
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ABSTRACT THEOLOGICAL FUND.
1855. L. 8 £ s d.
July 3. Balance on hand ... 12416 G}
“  Prosbytery of London collected during past
year.......... T, - 8 14 5}
[ Flamboro “ “ 20 1 ¢
“ " Toronto L C 26 2 3y
“ « Canada Cast “ o 8 5 0
“ “  Lanark “ “ 000 f
* % Durham L “ 24 0 0 |
““  Welliogton 1 0 G 50 '
‘o Brang « “ 20 5 0 ’,‘
t—
1131} 3
Interest. 312 6
/ DISCHARGE.
2122 33
1855.
Oct. 3. Paid Profeesor Taylor.................... 50 010
Dec.31.  « s L 51 010
Mar.31. « “ s S 010
Exchange on Postage 070
' 1539 6
Balance on hard €1, Jano 1656 €8 12 9%
ABSTRACT OF SYN(D [UND,
In arrear Tth June, 1855 ......oooooivin L 95 10 5)
June 8. Paid Synod officer. 200
July 1. Library....... . 25 0 0
3 Printers account..... ................ 5 18 5 0
“ Rev. James Skinner attending Committce ... . 110 0
1856.
Jan. 15. Rev. Thomas Christic........................ 5 0 0
June 4. Synod Cleik Salary and Postage account. 16 1 23
o Rev. Thomas Chii tie........... 5 0 0
Balance of Tuterest...ooo ooo.o . 8 0 0
176 6 8
* From Presbytery of Lon! n duii 1 pus year 4 1510
L] do. Flamboro! do. 13 0 9}
« do. Toronto do.. 712 11}
" do. Canada East do.. 0 00
a do. Lanark do 316 3
4 do. Wellinglon do.. L1817 6
" do. Brant dosvmeninns 3 100 10 5113 4

Arrear

£124 13 4

The Committee appointcd to examine the Accounts of the Treasurer of the Home
Funds, have found them kept in an accurate and orderly manner. They would re-
specifully call the atiention of the Synod 10 the siate of the Synod Fund, and suggest
shat some special effort be devised 10 liquidate the debt.

R (Signed) ROBERT TORRANCE.
JAMES DICK.




