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Statement teo the Special Political1 Committee cf the
TUnited .Nati'ons General Assembly on N'ovember, 2, 1962,
by the, Caniadian 'Repres'entative,9 Mr. Heath Macquarrie.

Juàst ov e r a. year ago, on OCtober 16, 16,against a
baCkgroujad cfsharp alarm follo.wing «on the suidden resump.tie n
Of auclear-veapcns tes'ting in t heatmosphere, the Canadian
representative on this Committee 'sta'te d:. "Whatever disegreement
Or dcubt there may be.a''bcut the level cf radiation vwhich vyould

P~Ose an immediaàte menace te' huma'n vwe1l-being, the f'act that 1al
radiation dce"s"present' a potentiel- hazgard <and t <hat high.er levels
lrJcrease this hazard is beyond dispute." The Canadian representa-
tiVe added: "Everything we 1eern about the nature and the extent
0f consçqueaces-cf redliation. reaffirms. the grav.ity cf -the prcble.m.
The fact that we have stillse much te lepraabout its''leng-term
effects cannet fault te dd te cuir apprehension.1

Since those words vrespoken.. two2,imporptanýt devjelop-
raXets h~ave added te our apprehensions for th~e health a1nd' s<fety
Of prsexnt and future generations. Crie is the ominc.us fac.t,
~ta ulear testing in the atmesphere has, during.the last.1
t'ýelVe monthis, tbeen taking place w.ith ever-increasin.g fraquencyï:
>he qther is receipt by the General Asserbly cf a second I
eOmlprehensive report of the Scientifie Committee on the effects'
Of atoic radi~ation. Thiscarefully,written and objective report

n<esi t cie ar that fallout from'nuclear tests represents a,
significant contribution te the total level cf radiation te
'Whicb the humari race jis excposed. The inescapable conclusion is

t4at such fallout increases the danger of harrnful soamatic andJ
4ereditary e±'fects of radiation fer present an.d future

With the forbearance cf the Comnmittees I shall add a
VrY few i tgures - very recent figures - from Canadian sources.
1t'eC anadiarj health authorities, in thei4r most recant report on
radioactive fafllout in Canada coveririg the months cf July, August
ýrdtheie rst part of September of this year, have revealed that

the average concentration cf Strontium-90 in milk reached record
leVels during that period, and that correspondingly high levels
Of Cesium-137 anid IQdine-131 concentrations in rnilk were recorded.
Th during the rnth of Ja4.y, 1962, the aver'age concentration
O trontium-90 in milk reached 26,5 nmicromicrocur1ies per gramn of

Calcim, çompared vwith the national average value for the
reedng J2-mnth period of 10.7 icromicrocuries per gram of

Q'lclum. While Canadian health authorities5 do riot consider~ that
'ýUch levels as yet require the initiating cf precautionary

raqUe ail members cf this Qommittee vjlll, I amn sure, agree
t he agnitude o~f the inereases recprded 1$ highiy disquieting.

fir opposition to nuclaar--weapons tests which Canada shares
so many countries has not been strengtherned by the~ conclusions
ç1cedin hesecond comprehensive report of the Scientifio

ý"OZ1te. 4ll o.f zny colleagues hare are no doubt f amiliar -with
Scienif~4ic qomittes disquieting conclusions on thise

quesion, w$hich are set out in Chapter VII of the report, Onxe
Oftbjo5 important. conclusions iwas that "~a f inal cessatiLon of
ri'ller esting ýwould benefiît the prasent and future generatieZns



of iankind". It is most sîgnîficant that this end other con-clusions wiere unanimously accepted by the Scientifîc Committeesand this on the basis o~ the most objective and strict evaluatic
of facts0,

This circumstance is a cause both for satisfactionand concern. From the clear and unanim ' ous expression of suchimportant conclusins all o aius can dei'ive the satisfaction ofbeing vwe1l and-authÇritatively advised on this vital que~stionof the hàrm.ful'- effects of atomic radiation. The nature of thisadvýices however2 particularly whefl viewed in the l ght of,
continued nuclear testing, 'is a cause f.or iLnmediate and deepconcerni for al 1 those ,who ýcannot remain indif ferent tothe
additlonal humen suffering which will result from uncheckedincreases in radioactive contaminati.on of th~e environment. Theproceedings in connection with the adoption of Resolution 1629at the sixteenth session of th.e General Assembly~ indeed made itapparent that no member oft this organization Mflantains a detacheor indifferent attitude on this question.

Lest yearls resolutioni, vhich I ha ve Just mentioned~wa6,in soine respects, an advance over those of previous years
It soiight to encourage the taking of practical steps, both sinternatîonally and nationally, to improve and accelerate theexchange of information on the health hazard of radioactivelevels i~n varîous parts of the worliý M~ore particul@rly,attention was focussed on the problem of learnijg more about theincidence, concentration and patterm of dis~tribution of ra~dio-activity throughdut the 'tôr2.4' enviror1ment. The resolution., inits second part, for the first tizfe recommended périodic andregular collection of wôrldw±de data on levels of atmosphericradibotivity. The tas of setting up a feasîbîe schemie wasen.trusted to the World Meteorologica Ognization fb t~ ~
implementation. aor Qrud and,

Inve- f h pop and effective action taken atthe sixteenhsession, the G erra Assembly. is this year facedwîth the ta4k of ccnsolidating advances made in the light ofincreased and more authoritative knouledge brought togèther ±ithe Scientific Committee's second comprehensîve repor't, and inthe h o~f~ useful studies already miade by the WorldM#>têbr 1ogica Ozranzation in regard to Vt~s repnibl e inthi field. The faet that riuclear testîng is still takting placelendsê urgenr and eritical Sigýiicance to th~e opporturdty wend-w h~aV to move ahead and4 to buÎld sQurldly on the funatiosofknowledge laid in previous years, ~es simirid that a lar~ge~ and broadly groupnI i wt ohes daim io
has tabled a proposed resolution which has been circulated as

Do~met~A/PCL 0 3/e~î0  It is the hope ar3.d 'convi~cti.on oftec~o-sois that~ our resolution '4wijl attract the support~ of itl.member States, The v4ital p'rôbII$. ith which it i~s cocernd<deserve the fullest weigh't of' itern~ational~atrt~~ zwhchcaibe rmustered in this orgnation.

I think it is geflerally ackr1ow~ledged t$at this secn
and compr?0hensÎve document of its kind in its teatl<n reden
leveIs) of' radioactivity to which imrxkind is exposed, as wei asof theXr efffêcts oni human healtbh, Of' equai significance ia, thfaot -that sucah a report represents a tangible and usefu. prou.'of international scientiffic cO~p,~, 0  a'i~op~reýNatibzis auspices. ami sure1 theret'ore, that there wil b14 ndissent i'rom the gratitude and a ppreciation addressd in th~edraft resoluion to the~ Sbientifi iCOmittee and tc, allVthose



Vho have made a contribution te its «work. The sponsoring
delegatiens also consider it appropriate and desirable te have
the Generai Assembiy dravJ attention te the main conclusions
reached in the Scientific Cemmitteels report as quoted in
Operative Paragraph 3 eof the first part eof the draft resolutien.
As 'was done feiiowing the presentatien eof the first comprehensive
report four years ago, the first part et? our text would aise have
the Generai Assembly request the Scientific Committee te continue
iLts task and report te the Assembiy in its eighteenth session on
Its future programme et? work. There is much stili te be done and
X'e have confidence in the Committee's unique ability te address
itseif constructively te the remaining tasks et? serieus concern
te the worid in accordance w~ith prierities vwhich the Committee
itself is in the best position te determine.

The second part of aur draft reselution would make it
Possible for the General Assembly3 in the light et? the progress
report received from the Secretary-~General et? the World
1 eteorological Organization, te take effective and appropriate
action in pursuance et? the proposai contained in the second part
Of Resolution 1629 adopted at the sixteenth session. This
,ýdmirably comprehensive and succinct report 'was distributed as
Conference Document A/5253, on Octeober 8. 1962. The World
Meteoroiegicai Organization, in consultation with the Scientific
Commîttee and vith the International Atemie. Energy Agency, has
reached an advanced stage in the elaboration et? its plans and
iseems desirable therefore te reflect this fact in the draft

resolution and te indicate the vwish et? the Assembly thet al
concerned should facilitate the progress et? the task facing the
Worîd Meteerologîcal Organizatien.

For its part, the Canadian Government has undertaken
Srevie et? its ovin facilities at the national level, vwhich sheuld

râa'ke possible Canadais Joining the plan at an early date foliovwing
its final acceptance. This procedure is consistent with the
attitude taken by the Canadian Secretary et? State for External
4ffairs, Mr. He'ward Green, at the General Assembiy on September
25 et? this year. Mr. Green then said: "1The dangers involved
are immediate. They affect us noma andwhat is even more importants
they vwill affect future generations.'l

I suggest...thet it vould be difficuit for any et? us
here te overlook the grim uncertainties wjhich confront our
eiVilization. Is it net, then, eminently sensible that 'we shouid
tise ail et? the very considerable scientific reseurces we possess
t0 determine quickly and effectively the nature and degree et? the
1'sks involved in artificial contamination et? the atmfosphere?
ýe cannot do less if we are te accept aur responsibility te future
generations. We might well do more. It is with these considera-
tioris in mind that my Delegation is presenting this resolutions
"Jhlch has been se widely co-sponsored. I hope that it can be
Wýtenimously endersed.
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