Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Featurcs of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

| | Covers restored and/or laminated/
| Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur li.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

l | Coloured plates and/or iilustrations/
| Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

i1 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
tors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n’ont
pas eteé filmées.

l | Additional comments:/

| Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il

lui a é1é possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
ecemplaire qui sont peut-&tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couteur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommajées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégate de I'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

includes index(es)/
Comprend un {des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I’en-téte provient:

D Title page of issue/
Page de titre de 13 livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

[:' Masthead/
| Générique (périodiques) de [a livraison

2X 26X 30X

12X 16X 20X

24X 28X 32X




Vol. X1

O Little Town of Bethlehem.

LITTLE town of Bethlechem
Houw still we see thee lic;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee to-night.

For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

O Morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth !

And praises sing to God the King,
And peace 1o men on carth,

How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His Heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlechem!
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us to-day.
We hear the Christmas angels,
The great, glad tidings tell—
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel !  —Phillips Brooks.
=

“On Earth Peace.”

EARLY nineteen centuries have passed
since the angels sang their song of peace
and good-will over the cradle of the Christ-

child. Through all these years the faithful have
prayed and striven for the growth of the Christ-
mas spirit; and yet, in the closing days of this
latest century, how far off seems the angelic
prophecy from its fulfilment. ‘On earth peace”
—the words appear almost ironical as we look
abroad over the world, as we think of the bicker-
ings and strifes among men, as we consider the
conflicts and self-seeking of the commercial
world, as we see the great nations, armed to the
teeth, watching each other for an advantage, as
we view the most civilized nations of the earth
observing the anniversary of the advent of the
Prince of Peace under the shadow of war.

Toronto, December, 1899

[ No. 11

Is the Christmas spirit growing in the world ?
we ask. As we think of the vast standing armies
of Europe, the battle ships and enginery of war,
the prevalence of the spirit of militarism, it
would seem as if the era of universal peace was
as far off as ever. Yet such a conclusion would
be wholly erroneous. We need to look at the
centuries as a whole; and after doing so we can
only have one answer. Notwithstanding all that
is unjust and oppressive in our social life, not-
withstanding the greed of soulless corporations,
notwithstanding the gigantic evils that foster
crime and grind the faces of the poor, notwith-
standing the wars and rumors of war, the Christ-
mas spirit was never more dominant in the affairs
of men and nations than in the twilight of this
nineteenth century. There never was an age in
which so many were seeking to live out the
Christ life. Slavery has been abolished, children
are cared for, women are emancipated, the poor
and the infirm are provided for. Even war has
lost many of its ancient horrors. When Jesus
Christ was born there was not a nation upon the
earth that would have apologised for slaughter-
ing wounded combatants and defenceless ene-
mies. Now, if war can ever be said to have its
humane aspects, the barbarities of the earlier
centuries are abolished.

Yet there are present conditions that cannot
but be alarming and dishcartening to all who
long for the coming of the kingdom of peace.
The growth of militarism has its ebbs and flows,
but not for years has it been greater among
English-speaking peoples than now. Still
through all the tumults of war and storms of
passion, the cause of God goes on. Slowly it
seems to us sometimes, but certainly, the Christ-
mas spirit is filling the world.

‘I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carois play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on carth, good-will to men.

But in despair I bowed my head.
‘There is no peace on carth,’ I said,
¢For hate is strong,
And mocks the song
Of peace on carth, good-will to men.’

Then pealed the Lells more loud and deep:
‘God is not dead, nor doth He sleep !

The wrong shall fail,

The right prevail,
With peace on carth, good-will to men,"”
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The Solitude We Need.

MID the rush and tumult of the world in
our days, it is increasingly difficult to secure
that seclusion which is necessary to the

development of the inner life. The time which
one may wrest from the claims of business at the
beginning or close of the day for quiet meditation
upon divine things and communion with God is
a season of inestimable value, but we require
something more. Often the time when we feel
the need of solitude the most is when it is impos-
sible to secure it—in the midst of the cares and
perplexities and perturbations of our daily occu-
pations. A writer in Harper's Basaar gives us
this ingenious suggestion made in that curious
production called *‘Flim-Flams.”

The hero of this work was tender-eared. He
found no end to all thuse kinds of small noises
which play on the finely organized ears of a liter-
ary man like the storms on an .Eolian harp. His
unsteady brain was long the unhappy victim of
his eyes and ears. At length he divulged that
he had made an important discovery. “‘Solitude,”
said he, ‘‘has long been the catchword through
all ages of literary men. Why should they be
without a portable solitude? I have actually
contrived such a thing, which will serve in all
times and places.” He exultingly held up some-
thing, which, having clapped upon his head, the
latter disappeared. ‘‘Here is solitude !” It was
a long, triple-quilted cap, which came down an
inch over his eyes and quite covered his ears, in
which parts it was stuffed with great care. Fur-
nished with this, the inventor claimed that a
man need not travel three hundred miles in quest
of a solitude, but could find it at once, even in
the heart of noisy London.

This magic extinguisher has not come into
general use, nor is it likely to, for the reason
that the stillness we need is not so much outward
as inward. The cap could shut out the discord-
ant noises of the world, but it could not bestow
immunity from the disturbances that arise from
the soul that is shut in. The besu stillness is
that which comes to the soul that has found the
peace that abides at the heart of all things—the
peace of God. In the midst of the daily “‘drive”
one may have within a ‘*secret place " into which
he may enter at any moment and find the won-
derful calm which the presence of God makes.

Dr. Bonar tells of a Glasgow merchant who,
as he walked the busy streets with a friend,
would sometimes say, ‘‘Gang on a wee, the
Maister wants to speak wi’me.” And there amid
the clangor and bustle the soul of the servant
held converse with the King. This practice of
the presence of God is what we reqyuire to culti-
vate amid the pressure of our days, so that in the
noise and whirl of daily duties we may enjoy
moments of refreshing that will sanctify and
dignify every task.

If the Presence is not within, He can never be
found without. Butif the heart holds Him, then
all things bring to us the consciousness of His
nearness. A beautiful incident is recorded in

The Endeavor Herald

Tennyson’s biography that shows the deep devo-
tional spirit of the great poet. As he was walk-
ing one day with a favorite niece on the beautiful
downs of the Isle of Wight, with the sounding
sea ever in their ears, and God's bright skies and
plains above and about them, he said to her.

“God is with us now on this down, just as
truly as Christ was with the two disciples on
their way to Emmaus. We cannot see Him, but
the Father and the Saviour and the Spirit are
nearer, perhaps, now than then to those who
yearn for Him.”

“1 said,” writes the niece, ‘‘that such a near,
actual presence would be awful to most people.”

‘‘Surely the love of God takes away and makes
us forget all our fear,” answered Tennyson. “‘l1
should be sorely afraid to live my life without
God's presence, but to feel that He is by my side
now, just as much as you are- that is the very
joy of my heart.”

‘““‘And ;i looked on Tennyson as he spoke,”
continues his companion, ‘“‘and the glory of God
rested on his face, and I felt that the presence of
God overshadowed him.”

PN
Aggressive Christianity.

HE ,pirit of the gospel is the spirit of con-
quest. The **Forward Movements” which
are being organized by all the churches but

indicate the essential character of true religion.
These are stirring times among all denomina-
tions. The ecclesiastical atmosphere is electric
with energy and tremulous with campaign cries.
The Church has heard the divine voice saying,
‘*Awake, «wake, put on thy strength, O Zion !”
and everywhere we see the armies of the Lord
preparing for a distinct advance, lured on by
promises of glorious spiritual victories.

Aggressive movements are being planned for
the missionary fields. The sinews of war are
being provided by means of ‘‘Century Funds.”
And accompanying all there is a widespread
expectation of spiritual awakening within the
churches through the bestowal of the Spirit. In
religious periodicals the ‘‘coming revival”is a
common theme. One of the best things we have
observed is an articl: furnished to the Christian
Guardian by W. Robertson Nicoll, the well-
known English editor. It is worthy of being
widely repeated, and it is suggestive enough and
comprehensive enough to be taken as a program
for aggressive work by our Christian Endeavor
societies.

Mr. Nicoll has unlimited confidence that the
next revival will be the result of the proclamation
of the gospel of a crucified Christ. *‘The preach-
ing will be the preaching of the Cross, the
preaching of mercy and judgment, not of mere
mercy alone, but the mercy of God in Christ
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imput-
ing to men their trespasses. I say that no other
gospel has been preached to the reviving of the
church. This is the gospel of all the great
evangelists.”
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Then the coming revivalis to have more to
say about the perfecting of the saints. The
mystery of purifying love as it is unfolded in the
New Testament will be taught. Mr. Nicoll be-
lieves that therc is a higher life for Christians
than is common'y believed in or exhibited. *‘The
church at large has hard:y begun to enter on its
rich inheritance here. How rare is that feeling
of serene confidence which I suppose to be that
Sabbatism of the people of God into which be-
lievers enter now ! How much of the Christian
life is depressed and even heart-broken! How
different is the tone of many sermons and relig.ous
books from the rejoicing, triumphant spirit of
the New Testament ! We must change much of
this, never changing indeed the deep essential
humility of those who cling to the cross, but as
little presuming to alter or pervert the promises
of peace and rest in which the Word of God
abounds. We shall hear in the next revival
more about the words of the old masters in the
love of God. All the love we know on carth is
but a trembling shadow of the eternal Love. As
in a manner our identity is lost in Christ in the
hour of our deliverance when He takes upon
Him the else inalienable burden of our guilt, so
it is lost again when in the work of sanctification
He comes to live in us at last, and our own life
is dead or at most lived as by those who are but
pupils and organs of the eternal Spirit, who have
no divided aims, no half-hearted affections, who
are dead, whose lire is hid with Christ 1n God.”

After declaring that the next revival will cer-
tainly be an ethical revival, the revival in every
sphere of righteousness toward God and man,
the article proceeds to say that what is required
is the extension of the principle of justice.
These words have a very important bearing on
the social problems that are loudly asking for
consideration in our days :

‘“When we read the Bible with open eyes we
shall see that the deepest word in it is not grace,
but righteousness. I am not ashamed of the
Gospel, said St. Paul, for therein is revealed the
righteousness of God from faith to faith. All
through the Old Testament we have the show-
ing of a real right which will destroy inveterate
wrong. A Kking shall rule in righteousness,
princes shall rule in judgment. The work of
righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever.

‘¢ As things are, society is organized on a basis
of competition. The result is that we say busi-
ness is business, and charity is charity. Em-
ployers will tell us that they cannot afford to
maintain their business if they pay more than
the market price for wages. On the other hand,
they admit that there is a duty of charity, and
apart from business they will do often many
things that they are not forced to doto relieve
the helpless and the poor. Such is the fashion
of Christianity, and so it has been forlong. It
wanders hither and thither over the field bind-
ing up the wounds ot the victims of cruelty, and
pouring in its own oil and wine. But people
are tired of generosity. They know that there

is something better than generosity, even justice,
and they want that, though they may not be
able to tell what itis. They are right in their
desire. When Christ truly rules the world, the
offices of mercy which have been the glory
of Christianity will take quite a secondary
place, and justice will bear sway. This will
malke the Bible a new book. When Christ puts
forth flis own sceptre, we shall see that the
Scripture is not only a message of freedom and
a revelation of grace, but that it reveals a great
scheme of justice. The Reformation has taught
us to read everywhere in the Bible the promise
of grace. The new reformation which will come
on a great revival will teach us to read every-
where the promise of exact justice, and it will
show us that there is no contrariety between the
Gospel and the law. Against this supposed
contrariety St. Paul directed the whole force of
his intellect and his heart. In the end Chris-
tianity will be seen to be towards all men quite
as much a dispensation of justice as it has been
a dispensation of mercy. We are not fit to lay
down the new principles for the organization of
society. The time has not come, but we can
pray for the time. We can anticipate it so far
as light is given each in his own little sphere,
and above all things we must lift up our hearts
for that mighty out-pouring of the Spirit, in the
quickening of saints and in the conversion of
sinners, without which it is impossible to take
any great forward step in morality.”

DT
Entering the New Year.

T is fitting that Christians should begin the
year in the spirit of prayerfulness. The
Week of Prayer, as organized by the Evan-

gelical Alliance, has had a remarkable influence
for good in all the churches and in all lands.
It has been followed by a season of spiritual
awakening in multitudes of cases, and the fol-
lowers of Christ in the various denominations
have been brought closer together.

The services that begin the year 1goo will be
characterized by specially impressive associa-
tions. It is the last year of this marvellous
century, and the year that is to prepare for the
still more marvellous twentieth century. All
Christian Endeavor societies should co-operate
with the church workers to the fullest extent in
making these services spiritually powerful.

The Week of Prayer will be valuablein propor-
tion as believing souls lay hold of the promises,
and thus link themselves by faith to the might
of Omnipotence Infinite resources are at His
command. Nothing is too hard for the Lord.
His power and wisdom and grace are sufficient
to quicken any dull soul, strengthen any laggard
arm, gird with might any soldier for the fray.
What blessings may fall upon the churches,
what multitudes of souls may be led to Christ
before the dawn of the twentieth century, if the
Christian world should unitedly wait upon God
in earnest, believing prayer ! ’
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Missions in Eden

Glimpses of Life in the Valicy of the Euphrates

S the ivy clings around the old grey tower,
giving to it a gracefulness and beauty all
its own, so do our most sacred associations

cluster about the spot where the course of human
bistory began. [Eden!—the very name has
power to charm the soul with visions of entranc-
ing beauty. It flings backward the gates of
memory and brings before us scenes of blessed-
ness in that ‘“happy rural seat of the first pair.”
But paradise has, alas ! vanished from the earth,
leaving behind only its mighty name to stir up
the soul with pensive recollections, and to hold
before man the prospect of a brighter paradise
beyond. .

Many have been the attempts made to identify
the site of Eden. But tone have been altogether
satisfactory. Itis not to be expected that this
enquiry can now be attended with any great de-
gree of success. The exact spot will in all like-
lihood remain forever unknown. The place,
however, which those most competent to discuss
such questions agree upon as the cradle of the
race lies somewhere in the valley of the river
Euphrates. That this 15 the authentic site of
Eden is taken for granted by the author of
*‘Missions in Eden,” Mrs. Crosby H. Wheeler,
who has been for forty years a missionary of the
American Board in Harpoot, Eastern Turkey, or
the country more familiarly known to us as
Armenia. Her volume has receatly been pub-
lished by the Fleming H. Revell Company, and
it is a distinct addition to the growing literature
of missions.

The people of Armenia believe their country to
be not only the first cradle of the race, but also
the second ; for here rested the ark of Noah upon
the mountains of Ararat. According to their
own tradition, they are descended from Togar-
mah, the grandson of Japheth. In ancient times
they were closely allied to the Persians, and in
their religion were fire worshippers. This rela-
tionship made the Greeks hostile to them. Then
we find them so intimately allied to the Parthians
that they had a Parthian dynasty on the throne.
This brought them into the great wars between
the Parthians and the Romans, and many of the
battles between these nations were fought on
Armenian territory. Traces of the great cam-
paigns of the Romans are still found in the land.

As the traditions of the land with respect to
Eden would indicate, the country is naturally one
of the most fertile in the world, and its mineral
resources are beyond computation; but under a
tyrrannical and unprogressive government little
encouragement is given to the development of its
wealth, and the people in the midst of the great-
est natural riches are held in abject ignorance
and poverty.

The traditions of the Armenians say that the
gospel was first brought into their land by Tt ad-

deus, the disciple of the Lord, and that many
then received it. But it was not until the third
century that Christianity was generally accepted,
through the efforts of Gregory the Illuminator,
the royal secretary of Tiridates. At this time
Christianity became the state religion. Thus
Armenians have the honor of being the first to
receive Christianity as a nation,

Henceforth they were cut off from the friend-
ship of the Persians, and the long series of per-
secutions began which have continued down to
our own day. Thousands laid down their lives
under the cruel treatment of Sapor 11, who deter-
mined to destroy the Christian faith and bring
the peuple back to sun worship. He slaughitered
them in cold blood, and even built a tower out
of the skulls of Christians. An Armenian bishop
built a city named Martyropolis over the place
where so many gave up their lives rather than
return to idolatry. The old Church of the
Martyrs is still standing, a beautiful relic of
ancient Armenian architecture. Afterwards the
Turk conquered the whole land, and suffering
ancw begar for Chris, , sake. Still Christianity
didl not die out among them. They still reached
upward to something higher and better. The
fact that Christianity has been retained by the
people, in spite of repeated and terrible persecu-
tions which have reduced them to a condition of
great poverty and helplessness, is convincing
evidence of their sincerity. Their religious his-
tory is written, not d4s by some other historic
churches, in bitter theological controversies, but
in a brave and simple record of loyalty to Christ,
written with the tears of saints and illuminated
with the blood of a martyr host.

Through the long centuries of darkriss and
persecution that befell the Armenian Church, it
is not difficult to understand that much error and
formalism crept in to obscure the simplicity of
the gospel.  And so it has come to pass that the
Armenians stand to-day in need of the pure
teaching of the Scriptures which has uplifted and
blessed Protestant lands. It is seventy years or
more since missionaries from Europe and America
began work in the Ottoman Empire, and their
labors among the people of Armenia have been
most encouraging from the first.

It was in January, 1857, that Mrs. Wheeler
Teft Boston as a missionary to Harpoot in a sail-
ing vessel bound for Smyrna. The glimpses of
the people and the scenes through which she
passed are vividly portrayed, and her book re-
minds us anew of the heroism of those soldiers
of the Cross who do pioneer work in the dark
places of the earth.

From the old city of Trebizond, on the Black
Sea, they journeyed through valleys and over
mountains to their destination. The journey was




Missions in Eden

never devoid of interest and not infrequently it
was attended with real danger. *‘Sometimes
we were climbing steeps that seemed almost
perpendicular, and we wondered how the horses
or the men ever managed to cling to the sides,
How often I would shut my eyes as one man led
the mule and two went behind to steady the
moffa, or carriage upon the mule’s back in which
the traveller rides, as we passed over the sides of
the mountain on what was little better than a
sheep path, where one misstep of the mule might
send us hundreds of feet down the precipice into
a roaring torrent. Such journeying is not the
most healthful for nervous women, but I think
no people learn so thoroughly to trust God as the
missionaries, and He has kept His promise to
them, often in a most wonderful way.”

Soon the missionaries were located in their
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honored), or the one who enters first is motioned
to the upper right-hand corner of the divan
where there are extra cushions. The next most
honorable person is assigned to the left-hand
corner, which also has extra cushions.

““As you must curl your feet up under you on
these cushions, you are expected to leave your
outside shoes at the entrance before you step
upon the raised, carpeted floor.

*“In most of the houses the reception room has
a divan on three sides of the room and no chairs
are nceded. This arrangement is now giving
way to a divan on two sides, and on the third, a
table and chairs. When you are seated, the
hostess kisses your hand and bids you welcome.
If the host is present he touches his forehead and
bids you a thousand welcomes, and asks you if
you are comfortable, to which you reply, ‘Thank

MOUNT ARARAT.
From “* Missions in Eden.” Copyright, 1800, by Fresmuxc H. Ruveir Company,

home in Harpoot, called by the people the ‘ Prote
Konak,” the language was commenced, and
acquaintance with the people begun. Some of
the customs of the Armenians described by Mrs.
Wheeler are interesting and even beautiful,
““The manner in which they receive you into
their homes is more graceful than ours. You
are greeted at the door with ‘Paree yegar,” ‘You
come in peace.’ Then as you enter the reception
room they say, ‘ Hramelsek,"—which surpasses in
meaning any one word which we have, but
which gives you the right to the place as you
give the right of the city to a distinguished
guest. Finally you arc motioned to a seat of
honor, and, as there are degrees of honor, the
person they esteem most honorable (age is always

you, 1 am very comfortable.’ Then all the other
members of the family salute you silently by
touching your hand to their lips and forcheads,
to which you reply by saying. ‘A bsees,” * May you
live,” or ‘Shad abrees,’ *May you live long.’
When these greetings are over, the younger
members of the family leave the room or stand
with folded hands near the place where you left
your shoes, and this means, ‘I am at your
service.’

*“The host and the hostess sit down on the
divan below you and say politely, lifting the hand
to the forehead again, ‘You come in peace.” You
reply, ‘I sce you in peace.” The younger mem-
bers help to entertain you by bringing in sherbet
or coffee and often some kind of sweetmeat; or
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a low stool is placed before you and upon this a
large copper tray or table loaded with fruits and
sweetineats. These things depend on how much
your hosts wish to honor you and on the wealth
and position of the family. Cushions are placed
about this low table, and the hostess invites you
to be seated on one of these while she seats her-
self to serve you.

*‘You cannot refuse these courtesies unless you
are very intimate with the family. You can
often make this entertainment a pleasant intro-
duction to the missionary work you wish to do
in this very family, and, if you are wise and
courteous, you may win the host and hostess—
and this means the family. When you leave you
say, ‘Menak paree,’ ‘May you remain in peace.’
The host and hostess reply, ‘May you go in
peace.” The hostess always accompanies you to
the door, and sometimes the host also, urging
you to come again. This kind reception may be
only Oriental politeness; but generally the people
feel honored by your call, and it opens the door
to kindly feeling which is great gain in your
missionary work."”

The above is a description of a reception in the
city. The missionary also takes us into the
poorer homes in the surrounding villages. Let
us go with her into one of these village homes.

**The mother is a widow with three children.
She greets us kindly and brings us a cushion to
sit upon. There are few comforts in this dark
room. The walls are black with the smoke of
years; some of the timbers in the roof look like
charred wood. The fireplace is in one corner,
and consists of a hole in the earth lined with flat
stones. Here the grass, ‘which to-day is and
to-morrow is cast into the oven,’is piled, after
being dried on the flat roof of the house, fire is
added, then the village peat, making at first a
great smoke, but finally a hot fire. The smoke
fills the room, and everything is scented with the
smell, as it slowly makes its way out of the hole
in the roof, which is also the sky window, only
one other being found in the room to let in light
and air.

' The woman sits at your feet on the mat laid
on the earth floor. You open your Armenian
testament and read, ‘Let not your heart be
troubled. In my Father's house are many man-
sions. 1 go to prepare a place for you." She is
weeping. You ask her why she weeps. ‘I know
these things are true,’she replies; **you are read-
ing the words of Christ—I have heard our good
preacher read them—1I believe them; but I did
not learn this till after my husband died, and I
am afraid he did not know that Jesus prepares
mansions in heaven for those that love Him.’
How could I comfort her? I closed my Bible
and asked the Lord Jesus to bind up her broken
heart. Wiping her eyes with the corner of her
coarse apron she looked into my face, saying,

‘“‘Hanum, what shall I do? I wish very
much to send Markareed to the city school.’

‘“*What can you do ?’' I replied.

‘“‘I can make over the bed her father used.

The Endeavor Herald

I can wear his stockings and give her mine.
She has an old dress, and I have enough blue
and red homespun cloth to make her another.
Then I have the yazma 1 had as a bride which
will do for her head covering. 1 can’t do more,
except to get my neighbor to put her on top of a
load of cotton and take her to the city.’

***Let Markareed come,'] said, ‘and 1 will do
the rest.’

““God never requires His children to do more
thaa they can, and I was sure He would open
the way for Markareed. She came and made so
much progress that, after the seven months’
schooling under the American teacher, we sent
her back to teach a girls' school in her own
village under the care of her mother.”

Among those who received instruction in the
missionary Bible School was a blind youth who
becasne so familiar with his Bible that his fellow~
stulents dubbed him *‘Hamaparpar,” and ever
after he was known as Hohannes Hamaparpar,
or John Concordance. After his studies were
completed, he was sent to take charge of the
work in Shepik, where was a struggling church
steadily growing weaker and weaker. Under
his preaching a gracious revival was begun
which spread far and wide among the churches.
Atender, loving spirit was manifested, and the
pastors would often sece the people in tears, old
and young convicted of sin and enquining, ‘‘How
can I be saved?” All classes were reached. At
one of the morning meetings, the worst man in
one of the cities, who was so wicked that neither
the Christian nor the Tutk would claim him,
was melted and, to the astonishment of all, arose
to ask the Christians to pray for him that the
merciful Saviour would not pass him by.

This manifestation of the Spirit’s work not only
raised the church to a higlier plane, but also the
whole community. More Bi_les were sold, and
the Scriptures were read with greater care - the
schoois increased largely in atter.dance; with the
result that the missionaries were too few to carry
on the work amony the villages of the plain, and
more men were called for to superintend the
work which had so rapidly increased.

The churches in Harpoot and the surrounding
neighborhood were among those that suffered
during the recent reign of terror in Armenia.
And when the time of trial came, the converts
were not found wanting. Ichmeh was one of
the villages visited by this terrible persecution.
Gulaser, the most honorable among the Chris-
tians, was beheaded with a sword as he sat in
his house. His brother, Boghos, nearly eighty
years of age, was dragged from his sick-bed,
stripped of his clothing and left to die. Gulaser’s
son Mardiros (Martyr) was imprisoned with
many others in the Gregorian church. A few to
gain their liberty accepted the Moslem faith and
bound on the white turban, saying, ‘“In a few
days the Eaglish will deliver us; why should
we die?”

Gregory, the pastor of the church, who was

.
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also imprisoned, comforted those who were left
and exhorted them to trust in the Lord Jehovah
even unto death, A IKKurdish sheikh and a few
of his followers were called from the mountains
near Ichmeh, so that the Turks might throw the
blame on the Kurds. The village officials opened
the church and brought out the pastor. They
asked him if he would repeat the formula that
would make him a Moslem.

“We will make you a Moolah
in our church if you will accept
Mohammed.”

““Have I confessed Christ till
my hair has grown grey,” he re-
plied, ‘““and shall I now deny
Him?”

The tall Kurdish sheikh who
was the judge, commanded the
Kurds to fire, and the faithful
Gregory fell pierced with many
bullets. ‘‘Drag him awdy !" said
the chief to those who had bound
on the white to save themselves.
As they lifted him tenderly, for
they loved him, the command
came, ‘‘Tie a rope to his legs and
drag him away like a dead
donkey !”

One after another passed thro’
the ordeal till the sacred fountain
running out from under the
church was one of blood.

Then came the tall, noble son
of Gulaser, Deacon Mardiros.

“Will you confess Mohammed?”

‘*Mardiros,” he said, ‘‘have 1
lived, and Mardiros will I die.”

For other instances of Christian
heroism, and for much valuable
information concerning mission-
ary work in that stricken land,
we commend you toMrs. Wheeler’s
interesting volume. As we rea.
of the outlook in that country
which has so often been baptized
with Christian blood, we cannot
but join with the missionary in
her earnest hope for a better day.
“‘Shall we not pray that our eyes
may be anointed so we may look
forward with a broader, wider,
clearer faith to the time when we
shall see the Turk, the Kurd, the
the Armenian, joining hands as
they kneel about the cross of
Calvary I:"

¢¢Oh, for that holy dawning

We watch, and wait, and pray,

Till o’er the height the morning light
Shall drive the gloom away.

And when the heavenly glory
Shall flood the earth and sky,

We'll bless the Lord for all His word,
And praise Him by-and-by."”

Brsav Maxine,

From * Sfissions in Eden Copyright, 1899, by Frustine, 1. Revrra,
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A Christmas Legend.

T was Christmas Eve. The night was very
dark and the snow falling fast as Hermann,
the charcoal burner, drew his cloak tighter
around him to protect him from the cold blast.
He had been to carry a load to the castle near,
and was now hastening home to his little hut.
Although he worked very hard he was poor,

SrINNING AND WiInDING.

VILLAGE ScrNes.
L OUMPANY,

gaining barely enough to supply the wants of his
wife and four little children. He was thinking
of them when he heard a faint wail. Guided by
the sound, he groped about and found a little
child, scaatily clothed, shivering and sobbing by
itself in the snow,

‘““Why, little one, have they left thee here all
alone to face this cruel blast ?”
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The child answered nothing, but Jooked very
piteously up into the charcoal-burner’s face.

“Well, 1 cannot leave thee here. Thou wilt
be dead before morning.”

So saying, Hermann raised the child in his
arms, wrapping the little thing in his cloak and
warming the wee hands in his bosom. When he
arrived at his hut he put down the child and
tapped at the door, which was immediately
thrown open, and the children rushed out to
meet him.

‘“Here, wife, is a guest to our Christmas Eve
supper,” said he, leading ir the little one, who
held timidly to his fingers with its tiny hand.

““And welcome he is, ' said his wife; *‘now let
him come and warm himself by the fire.”

The children all pressed around to welcome
and gaze at the little new-comer. They showed
him their pretty fir-tree, decorated with bright-
colored lamps in honor of Christmas Eve.

Then they sat down to supper, each child con-
tributing of its portion for the little guest, look-
ing with admiration at his clear eyes and golden
hair, which shone so as to shed a brighter light
in the room. As they gazed it grew into a sort
of halo round bhis head, and his eyes beamed with
a heavenly lustre. He grew larger and brighter
before their eyes; and as they gazed in wonder
and amazement at the sight, the beautiful vision
disappeared, with hands outstretched over them
in benediction.

Hermann and his wife fell on their knees,
exclaiming in awe-struck voices, ‘‘The Holy
Christ-Child !” and then they embraced their
wondering children in joy and thankfulness that
they had entertained the Heavenly Guest.

The next morning, as Hermann passed by the
place where he had found the fair child, he saw
a cluster of lovely white flowers with dark green
leaves, looking as though the snow itself had
blossomed. Hermann plucked some and carried
them reverently home to his wife and children,
who treasured them carefully in remembrance of
that wonderful Christmas Eve, calling them
chrysanthemums.

Every year, as the time came round, they put
aside a portion of their feast and gave it to some
poor little child, according to the words of Christ,
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto
Me.”

*A

A Heroine of To-Day.

HE Great Bird Rock lies in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. It is one of two bare rocks of
red sandstone. As the name indicates, the

Great Bird Rock is the home of countless sea

birds—gannets, pufiins, gulls, and auks—and on

the summit stands a lighthouse, its light being
visible twenty-one miles away.

During the winter of 1896-7 the keeper in
charge of the light was Angus Campbell, who
kept vigil with his wife and two male assistants.
The island itself is harborless, and its great
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frowning cliffs rise so precipitously from the sea
that men and provisions have to be raised to the
station, one hundred and forty feet hign, by
means of a steam hoist, and then only when it
is calm enough for a small boat to approach the
cliffs from the supply steamer anchored in the
open.

On the fifth of May, 1897, the Canadian Gov-
ernment steamer ‘‘Aberdeen” reached the Bird
Rock on its spring supplv trip. For three long
months at a time the inhabitants of the lonely
lighthouse have no intercourse with the outside
world, and therefore await the arrival of the
steamer with the greatest eagerness. When the
‘“Aberdeen” neared the inhospitable island, the
captain scanned the edge of the cliff with his
telescope and was surprised to see a gray-haired
woman alone where he had left a comparatively
young wife and three men a few months before.
In due time the officer reached the wind-swept
summit and asked for the keeper.

““Angus is deau!" came the brief reply, in
heart-broken tones. ‘‘So is Jim Duncan, and so
is George Bryson, and I'm all alone.”

That was all, and yet what depths of tragedy
the few words held; what heights of heroism on
the part of Maggie Campbell. This was her sad
story:

Tw months before her husband and his two
helpers started out on a seal-hunting expedition.
It was a bitterly cold day, but the floating ice
from the great Northland had surrounded the
Bird Rock for a distance of five or six miles, and
on the shining floes could be seen hundreds of
the little animals whose fur the mea sought.
There was apparently no danger, unless the
wind should suddenly change; yet that is what
happened.

A few hours after the men had set forth on
their journey, the dreaded south wind set in un-
expectedly. Mrs. Campbell at once hoisted a
danger signal, whereupon the hunters hurried
toward their refuge. But it was too late. The
ice cracked in every direction and the unfortunate
fellows found themselves drifting helplessly on a
cake of ice toward the open sea and to a certain
and cruel death. In an agony of suffering the
wife watched the little group of doomed men as
they were relentlessly swept farther and farther
away. Husband and wife waved messages to
each other—the last in this world; each kneeled
in prayer for deliverance, but no deliverance
came, and when the sun had set on the dreary
scene Mrs, Campbell returned to her home a
widow.

But what of the light—a vitally necessary
beacon to the sailor? ‘‘How did you manage
to get along alone ?” inquired the captain.

““I hardly know, myself,” was her reply.
““Sleep almost deserted me. I hardly slept two
hours together for the two months, and I ate but
one meal a day. For hours during the daytime
1 swept the face of the waters with my glass in
the vain hope of seeing the lost party—but I took
care of the light all the time.”—Forwa¢d.
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The Singing of the Magnificat

A Legend of Christmas Eve, by E. Nesbitt, in “Lays and Legends”

N midst of wide green pasture-lands, cut through
By lines of alders bordering deep-banked
streams,
Where bulrushes and yellow iris grew,
And rest and peace, and all the flowers of dreams,
The Abbey stood—so still, it scemed a part
Of the marsh-country's almost pulseless heart.

Where grey-green willows fringed the stream and
pool,
The lazy meek-faced cattle strayed to graze,
Sheep in the mieadows cropped the grasses cool,
And silver-fish shone through the watery ways,
And many a load of fruit and load of corn
Into the Abbey storehouses was borne.

Yet though so much they had of life’s good things,
The monks but held them as a sacred trust,
Lent from the storehouse of the King of kings
Till they, His stewards, should go back to dust.
‘‘Not as our own," they said, ‘“but as the Lord’s,
All that the stream yields, or the land affords.”

And all the villages and hainlets near
Knew the monks' wealth, and how their wealth
was spent.
In tribulation, sickness, want, or fear,
First to the Abbey all the peasants went,
Certain to find a welcome, and to be
Helped in the hour of their extremity.

When plague or sickness smote the people sore,
The Brothers prayed beside the dying bed,
And nursed the sick back into health once more,
And through the horror and the danger said:
‘“How good 1s God, who has such love for us,
He lets us tend His suffering children thus!™

They 1n their simple ways and works were glad:
Yet all men must have sorrows of their own.
And so a bitter grief the Brothers had,
Nor mourued for others” heaviness alone.
This was the secret of their sorrowing,
That not a monk in all the house could sing !

Was it the damp air from the lonely marsh,
Or strain of scarcely intermitted prayer,

That made their voices, when they sang, as harsh
As any frog's that croaks in evening air—

That made less music in their hymns to lie

Than in the hoarsest wild-fowl's hoarsest cry ?

If love could sweeten voice to sing a song,

Theirs had been sweetest song was ever sung :
But their hearts’ music 1eached their lips all wrong,
The soul’s intent foiled by the traitorous tongue
That marred the chapel's peace and seemed to scare

The rapt devotion lingering in the air.

The birds that in the chapel buiit their nests,
And in the stone-work found their small lives fair,
Flew thence with hurried wings and fluttering
breasts
VWiica rang the bell to call the monks to prayer.
“Why will they sing,"” they twittered, *‘ why at all?
In heaven their silence must be festival!”

The Brothers prayed with penance and with tears
That God w~ould let them give some little part
Out for the solace of their own sad ears
Of all the music crowded in their heart.
Their nature and the marsh-air had their way,
And still they sang more vilely every day.

And all their prayers and fasts availing not
To give them voices sweet, their souls’ desire,
The Abbot said, * Gifts He did not alloi,
God at our hands will not agaia require;
The love He gives us He will ask again
In love to Him and to our fellow-men.

** Prasse Him we must, and since we cannol praise
As we would choose, we praise Him as we can.
In heaven we shall be taught the angels’ ways
Of singing—we can afford to wait a span.
In singing, as in toil, do ye your best;
God will adjust the balance—do the rest!”

But one good Brother, anxious to remove
This, the reproach now laid on them so long,
Rejected council, and for very love
Besought a Brother, skilled in art of song
To come to them—his cloister far to leave—
And sing Maguificat on Christmas Eve.

So when each brown monk duly sought his place,
By two and two, slow pacing to the choir,
Shrined in his dark oak stall, the strange monk’s
face
Shone with a light as of devotion’s fire,
Good, young and fair, his seemed a form wherein
Pure beauty left no room at all for sin.

And when the time for singing it had come,

** Magnificat,” face raised, and voice, he sang:

Each in his stall the monks stood glad and dumb,
As through the chancel’s dusk his voice outrang,

Pure, clear, and perfect—as the thrushes sing

Their first impulsive welcome of the spring.

At the first notes the Abbot's heart spoke low:
““Oh God, accept this singing, sceing we,
Had we the power, would ever praise Thee sc—
Would ever, Lord, Thou know'st, sing thus for
Thee;
Thus in our hearts Thy hymans are ever sung,
As he Thou blessest sings them with his tongue.”

But as the voice rose higher, and more sweet,
The Abbot's heart said, ‘‘ Thou hast heard us
grieve,
And sent an angel from beside Thy feet,
To sing Magnificat on Christmas Eve;
To ease our ache of soul, and let us see
How we some day in heaven shall sing to Thee.”

Through the cold Christmas night the hymn rang
out,
In perfect cadence, clear as sualit rain—
Such heavenly music that the birds without
Beat their warm wings against the window pane,
Scattering the frosted crystal snow outspread
Upon the stone-lace and the window lead.

*
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The white moonthroughthe window seemed to gaze
On the pure face and eyes the singer raised;

The storm-wiad hushed the clamor of its ways;
God seemed to stoop to hear Himself thus praised,

And breathless all the Brothers stood, and still

Reached longing souls out te the music's thrill.

Old years came back, and haif-remembered hours,
Dreams of dehights that never were to be,

Mothers' remembered kiss, the funeral flowers
Laid on the grave of life's felicity ;

An infinite dear passion of regret fwet.

Swept through their hearts, and left their eyelids

The Birds beat ever at the window, till

They break the paune, and so could entrance win’;
Their slender feet clung to the window-sill,

And though with them the bitter air came in,
The monks were glad that the birds too should hear,
Since to God’s creatures all His praiscis dear.

The lovely music waxed and waned, and sank,
And brought less conscious sadness in its train,
Unrecognized despair that thinks to thank
God for a joy renounced, a chosen pain—
And deems that peace which is but stifled life
Dulled by a too-prolonged uafruitful strife.

When service done, the Brothers gathered round
To thank the singer—modest-eyed, said he :

“Not mine the grace, if grace indeed abound;
God gave the power, if any power there be;

I 1 in hymn or psalm clear voice can raise,

As His the gift, so His be all the praise!"

That night—the Abbot lying on his bed—
A sudden flood of radiance on him fell,
Poured from the crucifix above his head,
And cast a storm of light across his cell—
And in the fullest fervor of the light
An angel stood, glittering, and great, and white.

His wings a thousand rainbow clouds seem’d made,
A thousand lamps of love shone in his eyes,
The light of dawn upon his brows was laid,
Odors of thousand flowers of Paradise
Filled ali the ccll, and through the heart there stirred
\ sense of music that could not be heard.

The Angel spoke—his voice was low and sweet
As the sea’s murmur on low-lying shore—

Or whisper of the wind in ripened wheat :
¢¢Brother,” he said, *‘the God we both adore

Has sent me down to ask, is all not right?>—

Why was JMagnificat not sung to-night "

Tranced in the joy the Angel’s presence brought,
The Abbot answered: “ All these weary years
We have sung our best—but always have we
thought
Qur voices were unworthy heavenly cars;
And so to-night we found a clearer tongue,
And by it the Magnificat was sung.”

The Angel aaswered, ¢‘All these happy years
In heaven has your Magnificat been heard ;
This night alone, the angels’ listening cars
Of all its music caught not a single word.
Say, who 15 he whose goodness is not strong
Enough to bear the burden of his song>"

The Abbot named his name.  **Ah, why,” he cried.
‘‘L.ave angels heard not what we found so dear?™
*“Only pure hearts,” the angel’s voice replied,
““Can carry human songs up to God's ear;
To-night in heaven was missed the sweetest praise
That ever riscs from earth’s mud-stained maze.

‘The Endeavor Herald

““The monk who sang Magnuificat is filled
With lust of praise, and with hypocrisy;

He sings for earth—in heaven his notes are stilled
By mu.ffling weight of deadening vanity;

His heart is chained to earth, and cannot bear

His singing higher than the listening air!

** From purest hearts most perfect music springs,
And while you mourned your voices were not
swect,
Marred by the accident of earthly things,—
In heaven, God, listening, judged your song
complete.
The sweetest of earth’s music came from you,
The music of a noble life and rue!”

we
Foel, Noel! )

By Eliza Wills.

“‘?_hq saw the young child . and fell down and worshipped

him
OME, ye Christians, come and pay
Homage to your King to-day;
Cradled in a manger, see,
Sleeps an infant peacefully;
Christ, God's only Son and Heir,
Is the Infant sleeping there.

Ne'er before such sight was seen
As now meets our gaze [ ween.
Heralded by angels bright,

Came the Prince of Life and Light;
Oxen turn their patient eyes
Where the Infant Godman lies.

Lo, a star its rays down shed

O’er this royal Infant’s bed,

There He lics in humble state,

Heeded not by rich and great;

Listen, all heaven's angels sing,

¢ Peace on carth Christ comes to bring."

Hark, their voices swell and ring,

““ Glory be to God,” they sing,

“* Peace, good will from God on high
To all men on carth,” they cry;
*“God comes down with men to dwell,
Jesus Christ, Emmanuecl.”

Bring your gifts of gold most rare,
Frankincense and myrch prepare,
Lay them in the manger down,
Thorns shall form His carthly crown;
On this earth, His throne shall be
But a cross on Calvary.

Gold, the altar of your heart

For His temple sct apart;

Myrrh, the broken contrite prayer
Which to Him is offered there;
Frankincense, the song of praise
Which you daily, hourly raise.

Come, ye Christians, come and pay

Homage to your King to-day;

He is now in lowly guise,

He shall reign o'er carth and skies;

Sing your Christmas Nocl sing,

Glory, glory, Christ is King!
Toronto, Ont.

Lesg
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A Bright Meeting.

INCE you are going away to college, of course
we shall have to find another chairman for
the Missionary Committee. Who it shall be

s the next question. The people do not seem
interested in missions, and it is such an import-
ant part of the work,” anxiously said Miss Jones,
the president of the Christian Endeavor society.

Frances hesitated for a moment.

“‘Suppose you allow me to still retain the
chairmanship," she said. ‘“There is a missionary
library at Trudell College, you know, and 1
should have the best possible opportunity for
securing missionary items.”

‘“That will be just the right thing," said Miss
Jones, with a sigh of relief.

So that is how it happened that Miss Frances
Condit had charge of the Smithville Endeavor
society’s missionary work, although she was
unable to attend the meetings.

Smithville is a small town whose inhabitants
are nearly all poor people, who earn their living
by working in che mills, and the membership of
the little ctiurch consists of honest and faithful
people, who, however, have little education and
few opportunities for acquiring it.

Frances is the only daughter of John Condit,
the mill-owner. She is much liked by the young
people of the church, and they were ready to help
her when she asked their co-operation in the
missionary work.

*“We hain’t got no time to read much or to
study up things for ourselves, for we’re mostly
too tired when night comes, after working in the
mill all day. But we'll help as much as we can
on Sundays, if you'll just get things sort of
started,” said Jane Howard, who was one of the
members of the committee.

So when Frances went away to school she had
promised to prepare the programmes for the
monthly missionary meetings, and to do as much
as was possible to carry on the work by corres-
pondence. It was no light task, as she soon
discovered, for she felt that so much depended
upon making the meetings interesting. At last
the first programme was prepared, and she was
able to write to Jane Howard, who had charge
of that meeting:

TruDELL COLLEGE, Sept. 27, 1Sg8.

My Dear Jane :—1 will send you the plans I have
thought of for the missionary meeting.

To open the meeting have two good hymns which
every one can sing, for that will be a great help to-
ward making the mecting interesting. Then aftera
short prayer, which Mr. Snowden may be asked to
offer, have the Scripture reading and a song by Sara
Brownlee. Next should come the reading of the
two short papers which I enclose, fiest *“The Ex-
periences of some of our African Missionaries,” and,
second, ‘Do Missions Pay?" Ask Martha King
and Frank Taylor to read these, for they will be
able to make themiselves heard by every one.  Sing

‘To the Work,"” and then throw the meeting open
for voluntary remarks. Give the enclosed clips,
which have short missionary items written upon
them, to the members of the Missionary Committee,
so that they may be read if there are any pauses.

Let there be plenty of music. The chairman of
the Music Committee will help you with that; but
for fear you do not have time to see about it, I send
you a list of songs which may be used,

During the time for voluntary exercises, cali for
sentence prayers. Close the meeting promptly on
time with the singing of ‘“Coronatiot,” und the re-
peating of the Mizpah bened:ction. ~

With carnest prayers for the success of the meet-
ing. Yours, in the Master's work,

Frances ConpiT.

The next Sunday evening there was a large
attendance at the Christian Endeavor meeting,
for it had been announced at the various church
services of the week that a particularly interesting
programme had been prepared. The opening
songs were well known, and every one joined
heartily in the singing, and listened attentively
to the prayer and to the reading of the Scripture
lesson.

Then Sara Brownlee sang Frances Ridley
Havergal’s beautiful worker’s prayer:

““Lord, speak to me that I may speak,
In living echoes of Thy tone;

As Thou hast sougkht, so let me seek

Thy erring children, lost and lone.

Oh, strengthen me, that while I stand
Firm on the rock, and strong in Thee,
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers in the troubled sca.

Oh, fill me with the fullness, Lord,
Until my very heart o’erflow,

In kindling thought and glowing word,
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show.

Oh, use me, Lord, use even me,

Just as Thou wilt, and when and where;
Uatil Thy blessed face I see,

Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.”

The face of the singer was very earnest, and
the sweet song of consecration, which seemed to
mean so much to her, was ecinoed in many hearts.
The audience listened with n:ore understanding
of the motives for missionar» work, while Mary
King told something of the joys and sorrows of
the soul-winners in far-away Africa, and Frank
Taylor read the convincing statement of the

. commercial, as well as the spiritual, benefits
which are to be derived from carnest work for
the benighted people of heathen lands.

By this time cvery member of the society was
thoroughly aroused, and when the time came for
voluntary exercises there were none of the pauses
o: dreadful silences which are so feared by many
leaders, but every one seemed anxious to speak,
until it really became a sort of missionary service,
during which many pledged themselves to study
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to know more of this interesting phase of church
work.

This is, of course, only the record of one even-
ing, but all through the year the meetings grew
in interest, as the meribcrs became more and
more acquainted with the work, until now the
Smithville society is known as one of the very
strongest in that district.—Zke Vatchword.

29
The Unusual Social.

ENNIE Smith was responsible for it. She was
a member of the nominating committee of the
Ferndale Christian Endeavor society; and

when the matter of chairman for the Social Com-
mittee was brought up, she boldly named Fred
Hanson.

Now Fred Hanson was a compositor on a
daily paper in the town of Ferndale; and, though
faithful in the society, he had never been a mem-
ber of the Social Committee. That he should be
capable of engineering socials had clearly never
occurred to any one but Jennie Smith. More
than one on the nominating committec expressed
the doubt that most of them seemed to feel. But
Jennie defended her position, declaring, with a
pretty blush, that she believed that Fred Hanson
had ideas, and would make an excellent chair-
man for the Social Committee. So the nomin-
ating committee proposed his name, and at the
next business meeting he was elected.

Within two weeks after the new committees
went into office we began to hear rumors, and
on the following Sunday it was announced that
an ‘“unusual social” would be held in the parlors
of the church in connection with the next business
meeting of the society.

For a week expectation was on tiptoe. Then
the announcement was made that each member
of the society was to bring to the social some one
who did not usually attend the meetings. Failure
to do this was to forfeit admittance to the social,
unless an excuse was given satisfactory to the
Social Committee.

Further than this most of us knew nothing of
what was in store for us until the night of the
business meeting, at which almost every member
of the society was present. This was in itself a
very unusual thing at a business meeting. Every
member present had brought some one not
usually in attendance upon the meetings; sc the
mercy of the Social Commitee was not needed.

After the business was disposed of, all were
left for a while in expectation, as Fred Henson
and his helpers moved cheerfully about the room.

Presently Fred stepped to the platform, in com-.

pany with the pastor. The room became very
still, and the pastor arose, read a passage from
the Bible, and addressed a short, earnest, joyous
prayer to the God of peace and joy. This was
an unusual thing in Ferndale socials, but no one
could sec that it was in the least inappropriatc.
An unusual programme was then rendered. It
was full of surprises. DBertha Wilsey had never
sung in public before, and the audience was sur-

prised and delighted with her sweet, clear voice.
No one had known that Harvey Brown could
recite, but he delighted his audience that even-
ing, and responded to a hearty encore. To our
surprise, the pastor and his wife, a very quiet
little body, sang a peculiarly touching ballad.
No one knew that the pastor’s wife could sing,
and his voice had never been heard except in
songs sung by the whole congregation. The
surprise of the evening, however, was a piano
solo, rendered by Fred Henson himself. The
audience was completely captivated, though none
of them had ever before heard that Fred could
play at all.

The entire programme consisted of parts given
by members of the society who had never before
taken part in such things. Some parts iwere
rather crude, but on the whole the programme
was a great success. ¢

Then the audience was left to itself for more
than half an hour, but so thoroughly did the
Social Committee do its work that all lost track
of the time, while the members of the society
met and conversed with the strangers who had
come in. All were enjoying themselves thor-
oughly, when in came a troop of white-aproned
young men.

Delicious ice-cream and cake were served, and
it so chanced that Dottie Taylor, the jolliest girl
in the room, ate cream with the minister’s father,
whom everybody had considered stern and sour.
But a happier conple could not have been found
unless it was Fred Hanson and the crippled
mother of Maud Halliday, whom Will Biggs had
wheeled to the social in her invalid chair. People
of different tastes were mixed in a very unusual
manner, but they seemed to enjoy it the better.

After the cream was disposed of, George Barr
passed around to the members of the society, and
to such of the visitors as would take them, leaves
from a tablet on which were written such lines
as ““Three Items of News,” *‘Four Want Ads.,”
‘“Wedding Bells,” ““Special from Berlin,” *‘Off
for the South Land,”etc. George explained that
we were to publish a paper under date of June
2, 1910, and that news, advertisements, etc.,
should be written with this in mind.

Fifteen minutes were devoted to the writing of
the paper. George took about five minutes to
“edit” it, and then it was read. The editorials
on the Philippines, the flying-machine question,
the elevated automobile track, and Dewey’s new
cabinet were full of interest. Exciting news was
chronicled that the five great European powers
had formally adopted the proposal of the last
International Peace Conference, providing for
universal arbitration and speedy disarmament.
It was announced that the Smithsonian sea-
serpent was ready for exhibition. The complete
announcements for the great International C. E.
Convention to be held at Melbourne, Australia,
were given under glaring headlines. News of
the weddings of some of the Endcavorers was
givenin the local columns, as well as the business
cards of several who had already achieved notor-
iety. The ‘“Want” advertisements attracted
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particular attention. Herbert Ralston was the
youngest member of the society. One of the
items in the ** Want” column read : *Girl wanted
for general housework. Must be fond of chil-
dren. Herbert Ralston.”

The merriment caused by the reading of the
paper had hardly subsided when Fred Henson
again stepped to the platform, announced the
prayer meeting for the week, the Sunday-school,
Christian Endeavor meeting, and church services
for the next Sunday, and invited all to attend
who had not already some other church affili-
ation. Charlotte West, who had seated herself
at the piano, struck up *“God be with you till we
meet again.” All joined heartily in the song,
and the pastor dismissed the social gathering
with the benediction.

And we are still talking about that unusual
social. Four new members have been seen in
the young men’s Bible class each Sunday since
the social, and three have been added to the
young ladies’ class. Several new faces are con-
stantly seen in the regular Sunday services of the
church, and three young ladies and two young
men have asked to join the Christian Endeavor
society, and have signified their desire to become
members of the church at once.

We are all proud of Fred Hanson, and are
wondering what will be the nature of our next
social; for that we shall have another soon we
feel sure. Meanwhile we do not tire of talking
about the unusual results of the ‘‘unusal” social.

—C. E. World.
h 2

Maude’s Splendid Victory.

AUDE M. is a slender, delicate girl of but
eighteen years. She has expressive brown
eyes shaded by heavy brows. The mouth

has just enough of firmnessin it to lend a certain
sort of charm to the entire face, and indicates a
character that is not easily moved when once a
stand is taken. She is devoted, earnest, faithful,
and has ever had those brown eyes open to every
opportunity in which she may prove her fidelity
to the right. Those who know her best love her
most. Not a great while ago there was one
great sorrow hanging over the life of Maude, and
that sorrow never lifted; only faint gleams of
hope ever shone through it. No matter where
she was, something would always happen to re-
mind her that she was a saloon-keeper’s child.
At church she heard the saloon and all who sup-
ported it in any way mercilessly arraigned. In
society there were often dropped unintentional
remarks that went like daggers to her sensitive
soul.

She bore all patiently, and never lost hope.
Finally she ventured to speak with her father on
the subject, told him how wrong the business is;
how it is regarded by all right-thiaking people,
and pleadingly urged that he leave it for her
sake. He admitted that he knew it was wrong,
but boasted that he kept the most respectable
saloon in the town, that he allowed no rowdies
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to loaf there, no one to drink to cxcess; it was an
easy and profitablo business; he had his license ;
it was legal; othors would sell if he did not, and
the disreputable places would have only the more
patronnge,

But Maude nover ceased to pray, never ceased
to protost allently aguainst what she so keenly felt
to be wickod in practice and pernicious in influ-
ence, It was alimost more than she could endure
to know that overy Sunday, while she was at
church, liquor was being sold in her father’s
saloon; that Sunday night, while her voice
mingled with others in the Christian Endeavor
meeting, and the words, ‘Throw out the life-
line,"" ware suny, men were being led to death
by her father. ‘I'here were times when the old
tempter whispoted to ter that she might as well
yield to the inevitable, and think no more about
it; that she hid better not try to keep the pledge
she had taken, for it only made her sad and un-
comfortable, ‘I'hen a voice would come, “*Be not
weary in well-dolng, for in due season ye shall
reap if ye falnt not.”’ Again she would pray and
think, and think and pray.

A bright Idea came to her, and she began to
carry it out without delay. She secured several
large cards, with the words, ‘“‘Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it boly,” printed on them.
These she managed to place in conspicuous posi-
tions on the wally of the saloon, so that her father
saw them the first thing when he entered the
saloop Sunday morning. He was amazed and
convieted,

At first thought he was inclined to tear them
down and cist themn into the fire and give her a
scolding for daring to place them there, for he
well knew whoso hand placed them. Then the
second and betler thought came. He saw how
much couragoe it had taken, how much planning
and devatlon, nnd he decided to let them remain.
Not a man that entered the saloon that day but
felt uncomfortable and out of place. The liquor
did not taste just right. They did not like to
drink in such a place.

Not long after Maude was as much surprised
as any ong (o rend & notice in the paper that the
hotel, saloon, and all were for sale. ‘‘Going out
of business," the notice said. How her poor
heart leaped for joy, and how she fell on her
knees nmr pave thanks to God, we cannot tell
here. Her futher did go out of the business.
Shortly nfterward the mother was led to Christ,
through the firm and true life of Maude. She is
still the snme «quiet, hopeful child of the Master.
Recently sho expressed the corfident hope that
soon she will see her father, whom she tenderly
loves, and who in turn loves her, brought in full
surrender to tho Saviour in whom she trusts, who
has promised 1o bring us all off more than con-
querors,—ARev. C. W. Stephenson.

*n
1 FRAR nol now what ills may come:
By falth [ xeo my heavenly home,
And hear tho angel.voices say,
“Thy God shall wipe all tears away,”
Bayond the swelling flood!
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The Worket’s Corner

Valuable Suggestions Gleaned in the Christian Endeavor Field

A Bright Invitation,

There's such a thing as the form of an invita-
tion settling the fate of a meeting. A bright,
quickening invitation to a workers’ conference,
like the following, is enough to ensure success.
It was hectographed in bright blue on a postal.
In the upper left-hand corner was drawn a hand
digging with a stick, and in the lower right-hand
corner a plough. The opening sentence read:
“If you were a farmer, would you use a sharp
stick, or a good, up-to-date plough to get your
ground ready for the seed 2" Then followed the
announcement of the conference. God will bless
the brains that are inventive and fertile for His
service.

How to Prepare.

Few Endeavorers realize how many lines of
thought there are along which they may send
their minds in preparing to take part in a Chri»-
tian Endeavor meeting. Here are a few.

First, get in your head a clear idea of what
the topic means, Then, read the Bible. You
may get a thought from comparing tha Revised
and the King James versions. Dces the Bible
suggest any question you would like answered ?
Think up an answer, or propose it to the society
for some one wiser than you to answer. Turn
to the concordance for light from some other
part of the Bible. Have you had any experience
that illustrates the topic? Has your friend had
any? Have you read of any? Does any fact in
natural history make it clearer? Cannot you
find a poem on the subject? a hymn? Who
spoke the words of the lesson? Does his life
furnish a comment on them? Do current events
illuminate the subject? Does the subject sug-
gest to you any prayer to offer 2— Wells.

The Best Consecration Meeting,

Three things are essential in the best consecra-
tion meeting :

First, the best consecration meeting must have
a leader who understands what consecration
means. We sometimes think that any one can
lIeai the consecration meeting, for all that he
must do is to preside while the secretary reads
the roll. A greater blunder could not be made.
The *“*crowning meeting™ has a right to claim
as leaders the spiritual kings and queens of the
society. Upon the leader depends almost entirely
the success of the meeting. He should come
fresh from **the secret place of the Most High,”
where he has been face to face with the great
King; he should come with dew of the Geth-
semane of prayer sparkling upon his garments;
he should come with the crown of consecration
in his own hand, that he may place it upon the
brow of others; he should come with a deep

spirituality manifesting itself, not in many words,
but in such a spirit of reverence that every word
will be transfigured, every act become a prayer.

With such a leader the flippant response at
roll-call, **Want to be reconsacrated,” uttered,
as has been said, with no more serious feeling
than if one should remark. **Want a glass of
soda-water,” and indeed a fit type of such
religion, all froth and bubbly with emptiness,
will seldom be heard. In place of it, testimony
and prayer will be uttered as in the very presence
of Christ himself, and even the most careless will
somehow feel that the Master is most surely
present.

Again, the best consecration meeting must be
different from the once preceding it and different
from the one that follows. Variety is essential
to success. The danger is that all consecration
meetings will be alike, until the ruts become as
deep as graves, and all spirituality is buried in
them. Instead of the ‘‘crowming meeting™ it
thus becomes the crownless meeting. Let me
hint at some ways in which variety may be gained.

Have an alphabet meeting. Ask all whose
names begin with ‘*A" to rise, calling on cach
one fer some response. Then, those whose
names begin with **B,” and so on throughout
the alphabet, interspersing the testimonies with
singing.

Have a birthday meeting, referring not to the
time when members were born, but to the time
when they were ‘‘born again.” Ask all who
have been born again within one year to rise;
then those within five years, ten, twenty ; perhaps
at last some old patriarch of fifty years will
inspire all with a testimony to God's faithfulness
through a lifetime.

Have an all-prayer meeting; let the whole
time be taken up in prayer, the secretary calling
the names of three or four at once, the prayers
to be followed by hymns of prayer. A meeting
of this kind will frequently open the doorway of
the “‘holy of holies.”

Have a definite consecration meeting, asking
each one in his testimony to pledge himself to
consecrated service in some special work during
the coming month.

Have a consecration meeting of confessions at
which members will be encouraged to confess
frankly where they have broken the letter or the
spirit of the pledge, asking forgiveness of the
society and of God.

Always have some surprise in reserve. At
unexpected momeats introduce concert features,
such as the Lord’s prayer, the twenty-third psalm,
repeating a2 hymn instead of singing it, or silent
prayer. Occasionally have a ‘“‘silent moment,™
when with bowed heads all will silently conse-
crate themselves to God.

Thirdly, and most important of all, the best
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consecration meeting is the meeting that brings
all present face to face with Christ. It matters
not how it is done. A meeting may have all else,
but without this it will be a failure; a meeting
may lack all eclse, but with this it will be the
‘‘best.” To accompiish this purpose all should
unite. Leaders, singers oflicers, secretaries,
committees, ALL, should be ready to drop out
of sight themselves, that they may reveal Christ.

One afternoon, in the National Art Gallery,
London, I had searched in vain for the famous
painting of Christ by Murillo, until at last I went
to one of the ushers, who took me to a locked
room, and lifting a heavy veil that hung over a
picture he stepped back without a word, and left
me face to face with the Christ. The best con-
secration meeting is the meeting that takes us
into the ‘‘secret place of the Most High,” and
leaves the soul face to face with its Master.—

~Rev. Asthur C. Kempton ‘

Keeping a Record.

Many facts about the life of a society never
find their way into the pages of the secretary’s
book. If they get into the committees’ reports
they are not in guch shape that they can be easily
found. When it comes to celebrating an anni-
versary, you oOr your successors will be glad if
some officer or committee has been thoughtful
enough to keep a convenient and orderly record
of the leaders of the meetings, some of the inter-
esting features in the meetings, and the thousand
and one trifles that make up the history of the
society and its work.

Christian Endeavor Evangelists.

With each year Christian Endeavor is finding
new ways of carrying the gospel message to
those that need it. Every society, according to
its talents and opportunity, should take up some
evangelistic work.

The most important and suitable is work for
the associate members. They are ‘“‘ye nexte
thynge” for you. Send those after them that
know them best. Make earnest, personal ap-
peals. Do not give them up when they rebuff
you, but persevere. The Lest societies let no
meeting pass without an earnest call for decisions
for Christ.

Cottage meetings—little prayer meetings from
house to house, often in the houses of some
whose members are not Christians—may well be
carried on by Endeavorers. Have much singing
and praying and Bible-reading, and a few short,
hearty testimonies. ’

Noonday meetings may often be held with
mill operatives, factory hands, #1ilroad men, etc.
Many street-car societies should be organized,
following the few that have already been formed.
Once formed, they take care of themselves.

Out-of-door mectings may be held in public
squares, or wherever mien gather together. Some
Endeavorers have won many souls by the use of
the gospel wagon.
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Perbaps near you is either a jail or a reform-
atory. Christian Endeavor work in such places
has brought blessed results. Large Christian
Endeavor societies have been formed among the
convicts in numbers of prisons. You can form
one also, if a prison or jail is accessible,

The chief requirements for successful work of
this kind are self-surrender, faith, and humility.
Remember that you, too, are a sinner. Learn
to love all men.

Be brisk and sunshiny.
sparkle.

Put thought into what you say.
audiences as worthy of respect.
best. .

Enter into the work trusting in the Holy
Spirit, and He will give you victory.

Make your meetings

Treat your
Give them your

Leading a Prayer Meeting.

FFirst, be sure that your only motive in leading
the meeting is to do God’s will. That will give
you confidence to ask God to see you through.

Pray much for the meeting, and let your
prayers set you to work. A good meeting never
happens.

The more persons you can put to work before-
hand for your meeting, the more likely it will be
to succeed. Write out questions on the topic
for some to answer. Give others incidents to re-
late, ask others to lead in prayer, others to start
certain hymns, oihers to speak on certain phases
of the subject.

Begin the meeting in some unusual way, if
possible. At any rate, begin it briskly and
brightly.

Do rt think you must make a long speech,
ora =2t speech at all. In nothing is a skilled
leader better shown than in the fewness of his
introductory words. If you speak on the subject
at all, speak on only one very little corner of it,
and be sure to suggest a dozen other phases.

Never let go of the meeting. Many leaders,
when they say ‘‘The meeting is now open, " settle
back with a relieved air. They are through.

On the other hand, do not think that you must
put in a word at the end of every testimony and
before every hymn. Usually, every time a leader
speaks during the mecting he shuts off some one
else that was just on the point of speaking.

Call out the strangers, if any are there that
you know will have helpful words to say.

Use the blackboard all you can. You may
draw a picture to illustrate the topic, or make a
diagram, or write a poem to be recited in con-
cert, or a passage from the Bible.

Have some plan for the pauses. You may
have a list of those that are willing to be called
upon to lead in prayer. You may call for silent
prayer. You may have reserved from the open-
ing your own prayer for this time. You may
sing a hymn. You may read some poem or
prose extract that will start the society off on
fresh lines of thought.

Pay just as much attention in your planning
to the close of your meeting as to its opening.
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Obeying the Master’s Command
“Go Ye”—World-Wide Gleanings of Missionary Toils and Triumphs

Of 303 missionaries sent out by the Women’s
Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist
Church of the United States, only eighteen have
died, seven of them dying on the field.

The Canada Presbyterian Woman's Missionary
Society has reached its twenty-third year, has
representatives in India and China, and reports
642 auxiliaries, 302 mission bands, a total meni-
bership of 21,000, and an income of $45.513 last
year.

Not long since, five Protestant ministers gath-
ered for conference at Madrid, Spain. Pastor
Fliedner 1n his address stated that the collapse
of three great Roman Catholic powers (Austria,
1866; France, 1870; Spain, 1898); augured the
dawn of a new era. Never since the days of the
Reformation had there been such an open door.

The Rev. Ng. Poon Chew, of Los Angeles,
Cal., is about to start a paper in the Chinese
language to further the interests of missions
among the Chinese on the Pacific coast. For
this purpose he has procured 250,000 types,
which represent 11,000 different characters, and
require that number of separate boxes in which
to keep them.

During the year 1898 there were sold in the
Uganda country, Africa, 5339 New Testaments
and Bibles, 8445 Gospels and portions of Scrip-
ture, 5247 prayer-books and hymn-books, 223
copies of the *‘Pilgrim’s Progress,” and a large
number of tracts, etc. Nearly all were paid for
in shells, which form the currency of the country,
to the value of £1433. The shellis numbered
6,800,000 !

More than 24,000 volumes of missionary liter-
ature have been placed in the hands of the young
people in the United States by the Methodist
Student Missionary Campaiguners. Every day
brings new orders, and it is now assured that at
least 60,000 volumes will be sold by January
1. From every hand come reports of missionary
fires which are being kindled by the reading of
these splendid books.

Last year the charitable income of Great
Britain and Ireland approximated closely on
430,000,000, and of that immense sum only
41,400,000 was spent on missions to the
heathen, or, in other words, while every man,
woman, and child at home could claim fifteen
shillings as their share of charitable gifts every
year, 1,000,000 heathen have to divide twenty
shillings between them !

The Kumi-ai (Congregational) churches of
Japan have recently been celebrating the twenty-
fifth anniversary-of the organization of the first

two churches of their number, that of Kobe,
organized April 19, 1874, and that of Osaka, May
21 of the same year. The Kobe church has now
a membership of 522 and the Osaka church has
471. It is a significant fact that within twenty-
five years since the first Kumi-ai church, consist-
ing of eleven members, was formed, the number
of these churches has increased to seventy, and
the membership to 10,046.

Bishop Tugwell, of Western Equatorial Africa,
has recently written a strong letter to the London
Times concerning the alarming growth of the
liquor traffic on the western coast of Africa. He
stiows from the Lagos Guvernment Gazette that
the amount of gin imported at Lagos in January,
1899, 52,753 gallons, was nearly twice as large
as the amount imported in January, 1898. In
like manner, the amount of brandy imported had
been doubled. Drunkenness among all classes
is rapidly increasing, even Mohammedans yield-

ing to the new vice. N

Though not commonly ranked among mission-
aries, yet most assuredly Anthony Comstock of
New York is a man with a mission from heaven,
and one also which he proposes to fill to the full,
cost him what it may; for we read that no less
than 72 tons of vile oooks or pictures, enough to
work an immense deal of corruption, have been
destroyed by the Society for the Suppression of
Vice. Along with this, more than 2000 persons
have been arrested fcr their conduct in sending
forth this obscenity. So, God bless and prosper
Anthony Comstock and his work.

A special correspondent of the Paris Zemps,
writing recently from Madagascar, says that
““Protestant missions are now making great
progress by reason of the very evident superiority
of their instruction. Their schools, under the
charge of Malagasy teachers, who are more in-
telligent and better educated than their Catholic
colleagues, also furnish instruction in household
arts, as sewing, etc. It is even noticeable that
a number of natives, who at the close of the war
with France embraced Roman Catholicism, are
now again in the Protestant churches.”

A writer in the Japan Mail gives a summary
of a curious article that appeared in a native
Japanese paper on the Buddhist priesthood and
their classification. He divides the 100,000
Buddbhist priests in Japan (scarcely any of whom,
he says, lead moral lives), into twenty classes,
like these: corn-stealing priests, drum-carrying
priests, showmen, racing priests, demon priests,
scripture sellers, scripture readers, speech sellers,
concubine keepers, grave keepers, mendicants,
money collectors, traders, diviners, moxa markers
(i.e., cauterizing priests), and praying priests.
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The Prayer Meeting

Notes and Suggestions on the
Uniform Topics.

By S. John Duncan-Clark,

Prayer.
Jan. 7.—Prayer that obtains, Luke 11:5-13; 18: 2-6.

DaiLy ReapidGs.~Monday: The need of prayer, Ps. 34.:-,.
Tuesday : Praying in secret, Matt 6: 58  \Wednesday . Sincerc
prayer, John g:20-24. Thursday: Prayer in assemblies, Matt,
18:15.20. Friday: Lilc and prayer, Acts 10.18.  Saturday :
Answers that deay, Lam. 3°51g2-5.

Brevities.

Prayer that obtains is the kind that asks for rain
and sets the buckets out to catch it (1 John §: 13-15).

Three factors in oblaxr;;ng prayer are Lonscious-
uess of need, faith that God can supply, and impor-
tunity (1 John 3: 22, Luke 11:5-8).

Prayer that obtains is often more a matter of
moving feet than of pleading lips. Our petitions
should always be expressed in the active voice of an
obedient life (Prov. 15:29, Jer. 29:12, 13).

God is the great Giver. If you don't know this
experimentally it is because you have never put
yourseif in the right relation to Him to be a great
receiver (Jas. 1:6, 17).— Canadian C. E. Handbook.

Paragraphs on Prayer.

“A thing to be thankful for is that God so sifts
our prayers that only the right ones are answered.
If all the foolish ones were granted we would have
unspeakable suffering.”

“*God's help is always sure, His methods seldom
guessed ;
Delay will make our pleasure sure, surprise will
give it zest;
His wisdom is sublime, His heart profoundly kind:
God never is before His time, and never is behind.”

A rich but not gencrous man was once praying at
family prayers that God would supply the needs of
the poor. At his close, his son said to him, *“Pa, if
you will let me have your barns, I will answer your
prayer,”

THe dear Lord hears and pities all ;
He knoweth all our wants;
And what we blindly ask of Him
His love withholds or grants.— Wihsttier.

Most of us can recall the story told by Dr. James
Hamilton: It appears that a Scotchman of his ac-
quaintance was in very mwuch the same trouble as
this nobleman. His wife besought him to pray that
the life of their dying baby might be spared. True
to his old instincts, the good man kneeled down de-
voutly, and went out on the well-wora track, as he
was wont to do in the prayer-meetings at the kirk.
Through and through the routine petitions he wan-
dered along helplessly, until he reached, at last, the
honored quotation, ‘“Lord, remember thine ancient
people, and turn again the captivity of Zion!” A
mother’s heart could hold its patience no longer:
**Eh, mon!" the woman broke forth impctuously;
“you are aye drawn out for the Jews, butit's oor

bairn that's a-deecin’.” Then, clasping her hands,
she cried: **Oh, help us, Lord, and give our dasling
back to us if it be Thy holy will; but if he is taken
away from us, make us know Thou wilt have him to
Thyself!” That wife knew whbhat it was to pray a
real prayer; and to the throne of grace she went,
asking directly what she wanted most.—Robinson,

THEY who seck the throne of grace
Find that throne in every place ;
If we live a life of prayer,
God is present everywhere.
Then, my soul, in every strait
To my Father come and wait;
He will answer every prayer;
God is present everywhere.
—Oliver Holden.

A gooud old hermit said to himself, one day, ‘I
want oil to burn through the night; I will plant an
olive-tree in front of my cave.” So he plantes a
young sapling, and watched it carefully. One day
he was sure that it needed rain, He prayed Go4 to
send the rain. I dare say he prayed as though he
must have sit. A shower came. He prayed then for
sunshine, and suddenly the clouds parted and the
sun shone bright. Again he wanted frost, to make
the tree strong. So he prayed, and soon the free
bung heavy with icicles. But the next time that the
hernut looked at it, behold, 1t was dead !

**Why is this?"” he cried bitterly.

He went in haste to a brother hermit.

““How is it,"" he cried, ‘“that your olive-tree lives ?
I planted one, and asked God to send upon it rain,
and sunshine, and the frost. They all came, yet the
tree died.™

‘“Ah,” replied the old man, ‘‘no wonder that your
tree is dead ! You ought to have asked God to send
the rain, the sunshine, and the frost, if they were
best. God made the tree, and He knows far better
than you or I when it needs those things.”

For the Leader.

This should be a prayer-mecting, not a speech-
making meeting. Every day for a week previous
let special prayer be offered for this service. Spend
the ume of the meeting chiefly in prayer and in silent
communion. Give God a chance to speak to us.
Use chain prayers, concert prayers, silent prayer,
Scripture prayers, and prayer for special objects.—
Pres. C. F. Manual.

A
Returning from Afar.
Jan. 14.—In the far country. Luke 15:11-24,

DaiLy Reanngs.—Monday . Strayed from the fold, Matt.
18:10-14.  Tuesday ¢ Eviland food paths, Dcut. 11: 22-32. Wed.
nesdav. The saving voice, Heb. 5 -1 Thursdni': Turning
toward home. Isa g5 6.9 Friday - God's welcome, Ps. 103 1-33.
Saturday : The heavenly home, John 14.16.

Suggestive Seatences.

Far Country lies along the road of My-Own-Way,
across the nver of Don’t-Care.

He who lives to gratify his own appetite has be-
come a feeder of swine.

““God is not far from Evex:y one of us,” no matter
how far we may be from Him.— Cenadian C. E.
Handbvok.
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Bible Lights.

Going astray—Isa. §3:6, Jer. 14: 10, Ezek. 34 :6,
Job 21:13-15, Eccles. 11:9,10.  Folly of wandering
—Ps. 73:27, Prov. 23:19.22, 14: 12, Jer. 2:13. In-
vitation to return—Ps. go: 3, Jer. 3:22, Mal. 3:7,
Matt. 11:28, 16: 24, The way back—Jer. 6: 16, Jno.
14: 6, Heb. 9: 8, 10: 20.

Coming Home.

Gob offered, and I have accepted
The cleansing, the joy, and the light;
And into my life there is flowing
A wonderful beauty and might.
~ Jessie MacGregur.

Is it possible you are waiting for a startling,
wonderful experience? Do you expect to sce a
fiery cross in the sky, or to hear such a voice as
Paul heard? You will wait a long time if you wait
for that, I fear. There was only one Paul, and only
one man with Paul's experience. It is just as need-
less to wait for that experience as it would be to
wait until you could journcy from Jerusalem to
Damascus for the sake of being converted on the
exact spot where Paul heard Christ speak to him.
Just as really as though the heavens were open can
you hear Him speak to you while you read these
words. It is just as much His message, and just as
important thatit should be obeyed when it is printed
on this page, as if written across the face of the
sky. Here is His message: Come unto me, repent
and believe.— Francis E. Clark, D.D.

THE path is rough, my child. But O how sweet
Will be the rest, for weary pilgrims meet,
When thou shall reach the borders of that land
To which I fead thee, as I take thy hand!
And safe and blest
With me shall rest
My child.—Henry N, Cobb.

Govw calls us all to leave the old in order to enter
the new. [t may not be literally to leave country,
kindred, and home, and go out into a strange land;
but in a spiritual sense it always is just this. If we
would follow Christ, we must cut loose from the
world, and go out with Him.

Perhaps thereis too great atendency in these days
to try to follow Christ without cutting loose from
the world. Too many people imagine that they can
take the pilgrimage to Canaan without leaving Ur.
But this is quite impossible. We can get to our
land of promise only by leaving all, and following
where Christ leads.—/. R. Miller, D.D.

Ilustrative.

A soldier, hearing the Parable of the Prodigal
Son read in a hospital, when the words, ‘I wiil arise
and go to my father,” were uttered, cried out,
“That's me!” He suited the action to the word,
and soon found peace in believing and obeying, and
thereafter led a consistent Christian life.

A Scotch woman whose husband went to sea a
few days after their marriage, used to go to a
neighboring headland and watch for his returoing
ship, or, lying in bed, listen for his footfails. So
God, the gracious and loving Heavenly Father,
waits and watches for the returning prodigal.

The late Admiral Williams of the British navy,
when young, was gay, and so addicted to expeunsive
pleasures that no remonstrances had the power to
reclaim him. When his father died, he joined the
rest of the family to hear the will read. His name

did not occur among those of the other children,
and he Jooked upon the omission as an evidence of
his father's resentment. At the close of it, however,
he found himself brought in as a residuary legatee,
who was to receive all that remained of his father's
property, after paying the other legacies, in these
words: *‘All the rest of my estate and effects 1
leave to my son Peter, knowing that he will spend
it all.” On hearing this the young man burst into
tears, crying, ‘‘My father has touched the right
chord, and lis reproach shall not be thrown away!"”
From that time he changed his course and became
an ornament to his profession.—Museum.

For the Leader.

So far as possible, let this meeting be filled with
personal testimonies. The testimonies of men re-
deemed from the depths, like John B. Gough and
Jerry McAuley, could be read. Get answers to the
questions, **What is the far country? Why callit
‘far' 2" —2Pres. C. E. Manual.

“

The Personal in Missions.
=
Jan. 21.—**Send me.” Is&.,8:1-10. (Quarterls
missionary meeting.)

Daiy Reavings.—Monday: The ficld, Matt, 24: 3-15.  Tues-
day : God's kingdom to come, Ps. 345.10-13. Wedacsday. \Ways
and means, Rom. 10- 1315, Thursday. Need of haste, Joel '3
13-17. Friday - The consecration of the pursc, Prov. 11224, 263
Eccl. 33:1.6. Saturday: Heroes of the frontier, Heb. 11.32-38.

Topic Thoughts.

The real problem is not that of the non.church
going, but of the non-going church (Matt. 28:19;
Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8.)

We cannot nightly pr;y God 1o send anyone clse,
until we have really prayed ‘‘God send me! " (Acts
9: 6; 20: 22-24; 21:13, 14).

If you are not a volun&:e;: what you need is not a.
call to go (that has been given, Matt. 29: 19), but
permission to stay at home (Acts 13: 2, 3; 16: 6).

As the rays of the sun cannot kindle a fire in any
substance until intercepted by a burning glass, so
the love of God needs to be focussed by the lens of
a consecrated life or a decad world before its quick-
emng power can be felt {2 Cor. 4: 3; Phil. 2: 15, 16).
—Canadran C. E. Handbook.

Personal Remarks,

I remember when Mr. Richard Weaver preached
at Park Street Chapel, in his younger days, he came
down from the pulpit, and ran over the pews to get
at the people that he might speak to them individu-
ally and say, “you,” and “‘you,” and “you.” Iam
not mmble enough on my legs to do thatand 1 do
not think I should try it if T were younger; but I
wish I could, somehow or another, come to each
one of you and press home these glad tidings of
great joy. You, my dear old friend, it means you s
You, young women, over there to the right, it
means you! You, dear child, sitting with your
grandmother, it means you/ ‘“Whosoever shalk
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”—
Spurgeon.

I aM only one.

But still [ am one.

1 cannot do everything.

But still I can do something.

And because I cannot do everything

I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.
—E. E. Hale, D.D.




The Prayer Meeting

THE speculative, the unrevealed, the insoluble—
these belong to God; and if we would have the
greatest enjoyment in our lives, and make the best
out of them for ourselves and others, we shall leave
these to God, and be content, each one for himself
to work in his little portion of the great pattern of
history, ignorant of its bearing upon the rest, but
believing that, if we follow Christ, all will be right
at last. Do the work which the Lord has plainly
set before you. Cuiltivate the Christian cbaracter,
and give yourselves to the advancement of the
gospel of Christ. That is yours ; all clse is God's.
—Butler's *Bible Work."

Gob’s angels drop, like grains of gold,
Our duties ‘midst life's shining sands;
And from them, one by one, we mould
Our own bright crowns with patient hands;
From dust and dross we gather them ;
We toil and stoop for love's sweet sake,
To find cach worthy act a gem
In glory's kingly diadem,
Which we may daily richer make.—Selecled.

IF we are indeed dwelling with the King, we shall
be working for Him, too, as we have opportunity.
“‘The working will be as the dwelling—a settled,
vegular thing, whatever form it may take at His ap-
pointment. Nor will His work ever be done when
we are not dwelling with Him. It will be our own
work then, not His, and it will not abide.” We
shall come under the condemnation of the vine
which was pronounced *‘empty,” because ‘‘he
bringeth forth fruit unto himself.” We are to dwell
with the King, ‘““for His work."—Havergal.

For\ the Leader.

Emphasize the thought that in some way every
one may be a missionary, Lay special stress upon
the wisdom and necessity of working for missions
through denominational channels. The Missionary
Committee should present a brief review of its
denomiination’s missionary work, and close witha
special five-minute talk, “ The need of the hour."—
PLres. C. E. Manual.

L oS

Jesus Welcomes the Penitent.
Jan. 28.—Lessons for Simon and us. Luke 7:36-50.
DiiLy Reapings.~—Monday . écsus in_Capernaum, Mark a.
1-12, Tuesday. Best gifts for Christ, Matt. 2:3-15._Wednes.
day: Repentance in tears, 2 Cor. 7:9.11,  Thursday: The treat.
ment of the fallen, Luke 23:79-43. Friday: Lovc and forgive.
ness, Luke 17.1-3. Saturday . From faith to peace, Lakc8: 43-48.

Gleanings.

To err is human; to forgive divine.— Poge.

Simon wondered that Christ should let a sinner
touch His feet. He failed to realize that Christ was
there because a world of sinners had already
touched His heart.

The difference between Simon and the woman,
lay not in the measure of their sin, but in their sense
of it. Simon may have been the greater sinner of
the two, but his proud heart was unconvicted.
Simon made the Master a guest in his house, but
the penitent woman, stained with the sin of the
streets, made Him a guest in her heart.— Canadran

C. E. Handdook.
From the Book.

True penitence—Isa. 45: 22, Matt. 6: 19-21, 2 Cor.
5:17, Col, 3:2. Full forgiveness—Eph. 1: 5 7; Col.
1:12-14, 2:13, 14, 1 Jno. 1:9. Therefore do ye—
Matt. 18: 21, 22, Luke 17:3, 4, Col. 3:13.
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Penitence and Pardon.

The thought often troubles us, how any forgive-
ness can take away the fact and the memory of sin.
How can it remove the Cain-mark from our souls?
Will not the black past be furever present, forever
seen? One simple illustration has brought comfort.
I have seen a black coal by the roadside, the very
essence of blackness. 1 have seen the sun shine
on that black coal, and I could no longer see the
blackness because of the sun’s radiance reflected
from it. It was no longer a black coal, but a star
of glory. So when we get to heaven, the wondrous
love and wisdom of God and of His Son Jesus in
saving such sinners as we bave been, will make our-
selves and everyone forget the sin in the shining of
Redeceming love.

The Two Tides.

The tide is out, the flats how drear,
The dark and oozing mud laid bare !
Last winter's wreck protrudes its ribs
Agnainst the sunset’s ruddy glare
As if it were a grate of coals
To warm the cool, gray twilight land
And burn the splintered spars that lie
In ghastly heaps along the strand.

I look again; the tide is in,
The moon rolls up the azure sky;
No more the lonely, gray-ribbed wreck
And spectral spars offend the eye.
The river is a wide, wide sea ;

Deep o’er the flats the waters flow,
White shining in the silver light

As if it were a fall of snow.

To-night my sins seem all in view,

My life one wreck-strown waste and wide ;
Thou love of God, flow in, flow deep,

A sea that all my sins shall bide !
And Thou, O Christ, our light, look down

In all the lustre of Thy grace,
Tiil every wave as mjirror hold

An image of Thy shining face.

— Rev. E. o, Rand.

Joy Following Repentance.

As certain fabrics need to be damped before they
will take the glowing colors with which they are to
be adorned, so our spirits need the bedewing of re-
pentance before they can receive the radiant color-
ing of delight. The glad news of the gospel can
only be printed on wet paper. Have you ever seen
clearer shining than that which follows a shower?
Then the sun transforms the raindrops into gems,
the flowers look up with fresher smiles and faces
glittering from their refreshing bath, and the birds
from among the dripping branches sing with notes
more rapturous, because they have paused awhile.
So, when the soul has been saturated with the rain
of penitence, the clear shining of forgiving love
makes the flowers of gladness blossom all round.
The steps by which we ascend to the palace of de-
light are usually moist with tears. Grief for sinis
the porch of the House Beautiful, where the guests
are full of ‘‘the joy of the Lord."—C. H. Spurgeon.

For the Leader.

Contrast Christ's treatment of sinners with our
treatment of them. Have five minutes of prayers
for more charity. What was Simon's sin? It would
be appropriate to have presented at this time the
work of the Salvation Army, the Volunteers of
America, and of the city rescuc missions, in their
labors for outcasts.— Pres. C. E, Manual.
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With the Juniots

Christmas Suggestions for Junior
aorkets.

HRISTMAS is almosx here again. On that

glad day we celebrate the birth of the Holy

Child, therefore Christmas is the children’s
day. So many children think of it as a time to re-
ceive gifts. Teach your Juniors that the Christmas
spirit is the giving not the gefting spirit. Direct
their thoughts away from themselves to others.
Teach them to show their love to the King, whose
birthday we celebrate, by making somecone happy
for His sake. Juniors like to receive presentsA on
their birthdays—make Jesus glad by remembering
Him on the anniversary of His birth. All about us
are the poor, the sick, and the sad. He said,
#Tnasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of these,
ye did it unto me.”

Let your Junior society as a whole, plan a Christ-
mas offering to some needy person or institution.

Last Christmas, a dozen boys and girls, members
of one of the most wide-awake Junior societies in
Ontario, gave up one of the precious hours of tifat
short day (and we all know how short Christmas
day is)to do a kind act in His name, and for His
sake. They prevailed on a kind old gentleman to
drive them out to the home of an old couple who,
through the infirmities of age, are practically shut
in. Here a bright programme, consisting of Christ-
mas carols, recitations, etc., was rendered; the
shabby old house mng" with Christmas melody.
Tears of gratitude rolled down the wrinkled cheeks
of the old people as, depositing a basket of Christ-
mas cheer on the table, the children departed.
Which was more blessed, the youthful givers or the
aged receivers? Go thou and do likewise, and per-
haps at the close of the blessed Christmas day you
avill be able to answer the question.

By all means have a Christmas meeting ; make
special preparation for it.  Children love to sing the
sweet, glad Christmas carols; choose two or three
and let the Juniors meet during the month to
practice themi. Have two recading lessons, Matt.
2:1~12, and Luke 2: 8-20.

A suitable solo and recitation will give variety to
your programme. But let the chief feature of the
service be the telling of the dear old Christmas
story of which the children never tire. Brood over
it yourself until the wonderful love—which prompted
the King of the universe to lay aside His glory and
stoop so low that He might lift us to the throne—
thrills your own sou). Next to the Bible narratives
you will find the first chapter of Stalker’s ‘‘Life of
Christ "’ helpful.

If you can get a picture of the Babe in the manger
put it on an easel or tack it on the blackboard.

&

Above it have the following text printed, ‘‘We love
Him because He first loved us.”

Make the Christmas meeting a bright, tender
service in which your Juniors shall be led nearer to
the dear Saviour who once slept a little Babe in
Bethlehem's manger.

May Christmas day, 1899, be the brightest and
best that ever came into the lives of the Juniors
and Junior workers of Ontacio.

@A
Snap Shots at the Montreal Junior
Programme.

T the first Dominion Christian Endeavor Con-
A vention held in Montreal, Oct. 5to 9, Junior
work received the recognition it deserves.
The Junior reception room proved a powerful
magaet to Junior workers. This charming room
was located on the third flat of the beautiful and
historic St. James' Methodist church suggesting
that those who engaged in this most important
branch of C. E. work must be willing to climb.
Numerous articles made by the Juniors of Ontario,
Quebec, and Nova Scotia were on exhibition, also
objects and plans used by superintendents in their
work.

A delightful feature of the programme was the
Junior breakfast which was tendered to Junior work-
ers by the Montreal Junior Union. The ticket of
admission was a dainty bluec menu card tied with
white ribbon, it also contained the Junior pro-
gramme. The Provincial Junior Superintendents
and other prominent workers were called upon for
after-breakfast speeches, and a pleasant hour of
social intercourse was spent over the coffee cups.
The endeavor for the seif-same end—namely, the
welfare of our boys and girls—was the tie which
drew the guests together and formed a basis for
many a lasting friendship.

The Junior conferences were bright and helpful.
How could they be otherwise with such an array of
talented Junior workers present as Dr. Clark, Mr.
Bacr, Mr. Atkinson, Mr. S. John Duncan-Clark,
Miss Wiggins, and three of the Provincial Junior
Superintendents ?

““How shall we get the boys into our Junior so-
cicties?” was one of the questions asked. The
answer was brief and pointed, ‘“Go after them,
and then give them something to do.” That recipe
is w .rranted to work every time. Let the big boys
feel that they are responsible for the younger ones,
and they will measure up to their responsibility.

Another important question disc' csed was “‘The
best time to hold the Junior meeting.” The week-




day meeting was favored for several recasons:
‘“More variety in the way of a programme possible.”
“The week-day meecting a better character de-
veloper as Juniors would be obliged to practice self-
denial in order to be present.” The tendeucy to
crowd everything into Sunday was deplored.

A Junior rally was held on Saturday afternoon.
This brought together a large,enthusiastic audience.
The special feature of the rally was the building of
a C. E. bridge in which some sixty of the Montreal
Juniors took part. A choir of about one hundred
Juniors in pale blue and white occupied the choir
gallery and furnished a half-hour praise service.
When the structure was completed, a band of
Juniors marched in carrying garlands of flowers to
decorate the bridge, signifying that Junior work
should be beautiful as well as useful.  As the magni-
ficent organ pealed forth the strains of *“The Maple
Leaf,” Britannia stepped forward to guard the
bridge. The beautiful symbolical structure was
then solemnly dedicated by Mr. J. Willis Baer.

“Encamped along the hills of light,” sang the
Juniors as the great audience drifted out into the
street, realizing probably as never before, that boys
and girls have a work to do, and can realiy help to
build up the Master's cause in the world.

TN
Junior Drills,

O arouse and maintain theinterest of the Junior
Endeavorers in their society, the superintend-
ent must keep them as active as possible, and

must keep their meetings out of the ruts, There
must be sameness enough to make them systematic,
but variety enough to attract and hold attention,

Let me suggest a few of the drills that have been
helpful to us.

First was the story contest, which consisted of
Bible stories told briefly, with all proper names
omitted. If any of these was not guessed, it was
““left over " for the next week, and no more stories
were told that day. As long as my stories were
guessed I must keep on teiling them.

After the children were familiar with the idea,
three of them were appointed at each meeting as
story-tellers for the next. This necessitated pre-
paration, taught them spealzing in public, and added
greatly to their knowledge of the Bible, as it was
soon impossible to tell any story that was not
guessed by at least one of the audience.

More popular still was the “place contest,” since
adopted by our Sabbath-school superintendent.

I would open my Bible at random, and say, for
instance, ‘‘Jeremiab twentieth.” It was understood
that it was always the first verse of the chapter that
was called for. As fast as one found the reference,
a hand would go up; and after five or six had it the
first one was called on to read, and his or her name
was placed on the blackboard by the secretary.
Ten references were asked for; and, if a tic hap-
pencd to be announced by the secretary, those two
would try alone for.an eleventh. It was often ex-
citing, and the children grew so quick at it that now
the Juniors invariably beat their teachiers in Sunday-
school. In fact they carried their Bibles to one
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another’s houses of evenings in order to have
‘“‘contests.”

To learn the books of the Bible in their order, we
had what they called a **spelling-down,” because it
was modelled after that old-fashioned drill. They
would rise and stand in rows, or form a circle, and
would pronounce the books in order, each in turn
naming one. If one failed to give the right name,
he had to sit down, and the next took up the chain,
the contest gradually narrowing down to a few
bright, excited ones.” By the time that we had a
half-dozen who could not be¢ beaten their names
were put on the board, and they were left out of
future drills. —Christian Endcavor.

Annual Report of the Ontario
Junior Superintendent.

TIME rolls its ceaseless course and once again
we are convened in annual convention. How
swiftly the days grew into weeks and the
weeks into months until the cycle was complete.
Is a view of the past year satisfactory? \\"hat
about those resolutions you made in Hamilton 'g8?
Can you report as a result of your earnest, praycr-
ful efforts a society of Junior Endeavor in connection
with your church? Are the boys q:md girls being
led to Jesus and trained for Christian scrvncg?.or
are they receiving the impression that the religion
of the Lord Jesus Christ is something which they
cannot understand, that there is no place for themr
in His church or in His service, aud that they must
grow up to manhood and womanhood before they
can become Christians. Have you been doing your
duty to these boys and girls, or is it possible that
you have not yet realized that you havea quty.?

The church where no Junior society exists is but
imperfectly equipped for service. From our secre-
tary’s report we learn what a long list of imperfectly
equipped churches there are in our Union.

Self-interest, if no higher motive, should promp?
every senior socicty to endeavor to have a Junior
society organized. . L

I would like to ask the senior society which is not
supplemented by a Junior society, how you expect
to perpetuate your society ? Where are your re-
cruits to come from? The future of the senior
society of the church where a Junior society exists
is assured, for the Junior society has proved to be a
splendid feeder for the senior society. As the older
members drop out their places are filled with earaest,
enthusiastic, well trained young workers who bring
new life and vigor into the society. o

In some places the Junior society is eclipsing the
senior society and stimulating it to greater activity.
There is plenty of material and plenty of work for a
Junior society in every church.  The fault 'does not
lie with the boys and girls; at a moment’s noticc
they are ready to throw themselves heart and soul
into the work. All that is needed is someone to
direct and superintend their work.

We thank God for the band of noble consecrated
workers who are spending their time and energy in
this blessed work. Oh, that we had more.wnlx love
enough for Christ and the children to give a few
hours of each week to the work of training His
little ones. When will the church learn the lessorr
that it is better by our love and care and teaching
to prevent the prodigal going away than to bring
him back after he has become debased by sin.

The two great obstacles in the way of Junior
Endeavor are indifference and prejudice. 1knew
that the former was very prevalent, but until October
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last I was 1n bhssful ignorance of the extent to
which the latter prevaded. [ hed a rude awaken-
ing, however, at the fiv t county conventionl at-
tended. I was grieved to fiad pastors and Sunday-
school teachers opposing the work of Juiwur extean-
sion, I behieve a miszpprehension of the aims and
methods of the work 1s at the bottom of the opposi-
tion from this quarter. A groundless fear that we
are raising a generation of hypocrites and parrots,
seems to exist in the minds of some of vur friends.
I wish that I could take these good, deluded people
into some of our bright, wide-awake Junior socicties
and let them see how carnest and reverent our
Juniors are, what a splendid foundation they are
laying for the coming years, and what good work
they are doing for Chrst and the chwch. How
«quickly these dear people would be converted, and
prejudice, the offspring of ignorance, would vanish
like must before the nising suu—why, the ones who
opposed it most vigorously would become its warm-
est friends and champions.

Just here I wish to appeal to the pastors of
.churches where Junior societies exist. We know
our pastors are busy men, and that they already
have many demands upon their time. Buat let me
tell you that the time spent in the Junior meeting
among the boys and girls will bear more abundant
fruit than that spent in any other department of
church work. In these Junior societies the coming
-Christian workers are receiving their impressions of
truth and duty. If time will not permit you to at-
tend all the multiplied services of the church, excuse
yourself where you will, but please don't ask to be
excused from the Junior meeting. If the pastors of
‘to-day are wise in the improvement of this agency,
the pastors of to-morrow will not have to spend so
much time in the endeavor to win prodigals and
drunkards back to the fold. Children are sure to
love their pastor if he gives them half a chance, and
‘his approving smile and words of counsel will be the
«crowning joy of their meeting.

We know a busy pastor who yet makes it con-
venient to attend the Junior meetings, and join his
voice in prayer, song, and recitation with the
Juniors, and in this way has won their hearts, and
is helping them to develop true Christian character.

We have some threc hundred and seventy Junior
societies on the Ontario register. The totalnumber
of Juniors is about 20,000.

The largest society reporting is Broadview
Avenue Congregational, Toronto, with a member-
ship of one hundred and seventy.

Only three societies have remembered the Junior
‘Extension Fuad.

Reports are so mcomplete that we cannot get at
the exact amount rassed for missions; it wiil prob-
ably run a hittie over iast years contribution.

The society leading the van 1 nussionary givings
15 located 1n St. marys. This society has given
the sum of $30.

Huron County carrnies off the banner for having
-orgamzed the largest number of new societies during
the year.

Many of our Junior societies have taken up a
-systematic course of Bible study. We hope more
will adopt this branch of work next year. Our boys
and girls are not as familiar with God's Word as
they should be. We rejorce that many of our Juniors
have been led to Jesus, and have united with the
-church.

In connection with the work I have written cighty
letters, two hundred post-cards, and sent out four
hundred circulars. 1 have also attended and
addressed eight conventions and rallies.

The Endeavor Herald

My heart has been saddened as from a aumber of
places the report form has been returned with the
word ‘‘disbanded” written across it. That is one
of the perplexing, discouraging things with which
we bave to contead.  What can be done to remedy
this state of affairs? We ought o be so circum-
stanced that we can hold what has been won.

I find that in order to do thorough work, I must
have the assistance of the county superintendents.
Alas! ouly nineteea of our county unions have such
an officer.

I would urge county presidents and secretaries to
begin at once to agitate the matter, and at the next
county convention appoint the most energetic and
devoted Junior worker you can find as county super-
intendent. You will be dving good work for your
own county, and at the same time greatly assisting
the Provincial Superintendent in her work.

It was with much fear and trembling I undertook
the duties of this important office last October.
Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for strength and
wisdom [ went forward, and He has never failed
nor forsaken me. I wish to thank the staunch
friends of Junior Endeavor who rallied so loyally
around the new Provincial Superintendent, streagth-
ening her hands and encouraging her heart.

During the past year we have had the Master's
presence with us and His blessing on our work.

We now turn our faces toward another year. Let
Ontario make a record in Junior extension this last
year of the old century. Will you seniors not form
a Junior Committee and set about the organization
of a Junior society at once? Our watchwords for
the year are, ““A Junior society in every church,”
**A Band of Mercy Committee in every society,”
and **Every member of cach society a systematic
contributor to missions.”

SADIE M. WHITWORTH.

e
Notes on the Junior Topics.

By Sadie M. Whitworth.
Helptul Prayer.

Jan. 7.—How and for what does God want us to pray ?
Luke 11: 5-13.

DaiLy Reanings.—Monday: Pray always, Eph. 6:18, Tues.
day . Pray cxgeclmg a reply. John 16:25. Wednesday. Pray
{esus' prayer, Matt 6.9-13. Thursday. Pray forall, 1 Tim, 2:1
riday : Pray for the church, Matt. 9: 38. Saturday: Pray for
the Holy Spirit, Eph. 3: 6.

The first thing to be done at this meeting is to
wish your Juniors “A Happy New Year.” Look
wto their faces with your brightest, sweetest
smile and say it as if you meant it.  What a beauti-
ful subject with which to begin the year. If possible
secure a picture of a praying child and place it on
an easel, or have one drawn on the blackboard.
Keep the picture covered until you begin your talk,
then unvail and ask the Juniors what the child is
doing. See that your Juniors have a clezr knowl-
edge of what true prayer is, and can distinguish be-
tween ‘'saying prayers’ and ‘‘praying.” Teach
that not only the new year, but every day should
begin and end with prayer.

Tell the story of the midnight visitor praying for
bread at the closed door of his friend. His petition
is not granted, but still he knocks and prays, and
at last he gets all he needs. That is the right way
to pray—earnestly, persistently, asking, seeking,
knocking, till the answer comes.

We should pray for all institutions and agencies
whose object is to advance the kingdom of Jesus
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Christ.  We should pray for those who are working
for Him, ¢ should pray for those who are sinning
against Him. We should pray for ourselves, for
temporal and for spinitual blessings., When we
pray for the former we must say, “Thy will be
done,” but we are sure Jesus wants us to have the
Ifattcr, s0 we must ask for these in simple child-like
aith,

Impress the thought that we should tell all our
joys and sorrows, all our plans and hopes and fzars
to the onc who loves us best— Jesus, the children’s
Friend.

@A

Losing and Finding God.
Jan. 14.~Ways of losing God and ways of finding Him.
Luke 15: 11-24,

DaiLy Rgapings.—Monday : Blind eyes, Matt. 6.a3. ['ues-
day . Closed ears, Luke 6.49." Wednesday. Misguded feet, Ps.
58 160 Thursday Ejyes tor God's Word, Ps 1y 18 Friday
p:’ll'srtlo hear, Isa. 5423 Saturday ©  Walking in God's way.

Illustrate this topic by the following blackboard
lesson: A straight path leading upward called the
path of obedience. A path leading downward
called the path of disobedience, which branches into
pride, sclf-will, sinful pleasure, etc. At the point
where the paths of obedience and disobedience
diverge draw a cross, make an open door in the
upright beam through which one enters the path of
obedience.

If you wish to make the blackboard iesson very
attractive, cut the figure of a boy out of white paper
and pin it where the two paths diverge. Tell the
story of the prodigal tempted, yielding to tempta-
tion, $tarting on the downward path of disobedience
which branches into many other dark, sinful ways.
One day he wakes up to the fact that he has lost
God. What must he do to find Him again? Just
here have a number of Juniors give texts such as
Isa. 55: 7.

Make the point clear that he will never find God
until he turns right about and comes back to the
cross of Jesus, where he may enter upon the path
of obedience and there walk with God.

Close by singing, *‘Saviour, lead melest I stray.”

2 )
Missionary Triumphs.

Jan. 21.—Some triumphs of misslons. Acts 19:10-25.
(A quarterly missionary meceting, Asia.)

Dairy Reanings.—Monday: Through the disciples, Luke so°
10. Tucsday: Jerusalem, Acts 2:4:.  Wednesday: In the early
church, Acts 14:27. Thursday: Roman empire, Acts 28: 50, 31.
Friday The promise of triumph. John ia 32 Saturday. The
rcason of success, Matt. 28: 20,

Call your Missionary Committee together in
order to arrange for this meeting. After making
your plans (if possible give every member of the
committee something to do), spend a little time in
prayer for a blessing on the coming missionary
meeting.

Across the top of the blackboard write, ‘“Some
triumphs of missions in Asia.” Underneath draw
an outline map of Asia. Prepare several pieces of
colored paper. Make these the shape of the coun-
try they are to represent. On each print the name
of some country in Asia such as Japan, India, China,
Corea, Tibet, etc. Give these to Juniors who shall
come forward and pin them in position on the black-
board when called for. Mark these 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
Make dots on board in proper position numbering
in small figuresto correspond, so that Juniors w:"
be able to place correctly.

Tell briefly some wonderful triumph of missions
in each of these countries, for instance the following :

‘*Before the Gospel was preached in Japan the peo-
ple were very cruel. On one occasion when they
had wou a victory over Corea they sent hume
3000 human ears as atrophy.  Note tie contrast ia
the late war between Japan and Chuna, when Japan
placed hier best stecames at the d  osal of the Red
Cross Society, and bade ihe sur. 5 care for the
wounded Chinese as well as for the disabled of their
own nation.”

Let Juniors keep theic books open at some suit-
able missionary hymn. Have organist seated at
the ergan during the exercise. When you have
finished the story of Japan, sing first verse softly,
second verse after India, etc.

Give Juniors an idea of the great work yet to be
done by telling them that there arc ten hundred
millions of human beings who have never heard the
name of Jesus.

Impress the fact that the last command given by
the Lord Jesus, *“Go and teach all nations," is bind-
ing on every bey and girl who is His disciple. If
they canuot go they must send someone in their
place. Appeal to them to give their pennies now—
themselves by and by if Jesus shall ask them to go.
Close the exercise with a chain prayer by members
of the Missionary Commiittee.

W
God Forgives.

Jan, 28.—When wh. God forgive our cins ?
Luke 7: 386-50.

DaiLy RBaviNGgs.—Monday: When we repent, Isa. ss:7.
Tuesday . When we believe in Jesus, Acts 6. 3:.  Wedaesday .
When we try to obey Him, Acts 5. 29. Thursd:\}. When we
have faith, Matt, 9°6.” Friday - When we arce careful of speech,
1 Tam. 4: 13, Saturday: When we forgive others, Matt. 6:15.

Write topic ‘“‘When will God forgive our sins?"
on blackboard. Havea good writer stationed at
the board. Supply five Juniors with the following
texts: No. 1, Ezek. 14:6; No. 2, Matt. 6:14; No.
3, Luke 19:8; No. 4, Acts 16: 31; No. 5, Jer, 26:13.
Cali for text No. 1, iet the Junior who holds this
text stand and read it slowly and distinctly. Draw
answer from Juniors that this text teaches us that
God will forgive when we repent. Have answer
‘“when we repent” written on the board under
above question. Call for text No. 2, treat in same
way. When No. g is written review by asking topic
question, point to answers on blackboard, and en-
courage Juniors to ring them out clear and strong.
Review again and again until the answers are in-
delibly impressed on the minds of the Juniors.

It is a great privilege to teach this important les-
son to a society of boys and girls. Be sure that
they understand what the answers repent, forgive,
restitution, believe, obey, really mean. [ would
recommend a short printed story to illustrate the
meaning of each. Make it clear that (he minute
we comply with these conditions God will forgive
us. Impress the blessed truth that God loves us,
that our sins grieve Him, and that He longs to for-
give and save. Urge your Juniors to seek for-
giveness at once. Ask them to stand and with
bowed head and closed eyes repeat the following
little prayer clause by clause after ihe superin-
tendent :

“Dear Jesus, we arc so glad that Thou didst
come iunto the world to save sinners. We have
s.auned, and we want to be forgiven. Help us to re-
pent, help us to forgive, help us to make restitution,
help us to believe, help us to obey. Wash the stains
of sin away, and give us power to overcome sin
every day. Amen.”
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The Sunday School

The Study of the Life of Christ.

HE tlife of Jesus Christ on the earth is of su-
T preme interest to Cbristians. A study of it

therefore can never be a matter of indiffer-
ence. Even afier going many times over the scenes
and incidents in that life, and pondering carefully
the teachings that fell from the lips of Him who
spake as never man spake, there remains something
new to learn, to admire, to imitate. It has been
observed that those who bhave put most time and
thought upon this study return to the subject with
the greatest satisfaction and delight. We are not
weary of the light because we have secn it many
times, nor do we think that the sunshine of past
days revealed to us all the beauty which the world
can show or our cyes sce; nor can we be weary of
the hght of Jesus' hife, nor belicve that there are no
beauties to be revealed by it beyond those that we
have seen already.

The lessons of the first quarter of this year take
up 3cenes in the life of Jesus from His birth in
Betllchem to the feast given in His honor by
Matthew, the publican. This feast took place early
n the first Gallean ministry. As we follow these
lessons we shall see Jesus as a babe in Bethlchem
as a child in the midst of the doctors of Jerusalem,
who wonder at the wisdom of the boy of Nazareth;
as an apphcant for baptism at the hands of John the
Baptist by the Jordan; as the object of attack on
the part of Satan, the great destroyer, and as the
object of profound and loving interest on the part
of men who have leained from John the Baptist to
expect the Messiah; as the teacher of Nicodemus
and of the woman at the well; as a teacher and
miracle-worker in Galilee, and as the friend of pub-
licans and sinners. In the lessons for February 11
and 18 we sh .l traverse ground covered in the les-
sons of the first guarter of 1899, but since these are
two of the most interesting scenes in the life of
Jesus, each of which is fraught with important and
precious teactngs, there need be no objection to
the repetition.

Knowledge of the life of Jesus is not nearly so com-
plete as many people suppose.  Itis lamentably truc
that many Sunday-school teachers, and even many
preachers, have not given the time to this study
which is necessary to a mastery of the subject. No
doubt most people have some knowledge of many
of the events, parables, discourses, and miracles
belonging to Jesus' ministry, but these is in most
cases a sad lack of any connccted knowledge of
these things. Often a discourse or saying is doubly
significant when its historical setting is kuown.

Frequently a saying was the outgrowth of a series
of ecvents, cuch of which inust be known in order to

a full understanding of th:e saying. For instance,
no one can get the full force of some of the sayings
of Jesus id the discourse on the Bread of Life with-
out knowing the circumstances that led up to the
delivery of that discourse.  For this and many other
reasons a thorough, orderly study of Jesus' life is of
great importance, and should be taken up enthusias-
tically by those who would be most useful as teach-
ers, or well-informed as students of this life.

“IWhat would Jesus do?"” is a questicn which
many have been asking in recent days, but we {7 ir
that some are undertaking to do what Jesus would
do without knowing what He did when on earth.
If men would be guided by principle rather than
sentiment let them study the acts and spirit of Jesus,
that they may be able to apply to their lives the
principles which governed His life.

Those who wish to do faithful and satisfactory
work should obtain a harmony cf the four Gospels.
For the ordinary student of the English New Testa-
ment one highly commended is ‘A Harmony of the
Gospels for Historical Study,” by Stevens and
Burton. Some will prefer Broadus' ‘‘A Harmony
of the Gospels."” Clark’s Harmony is one of the
best. Davies' ‘“ Harmony of the Forr Gospels”
will prove useful to those who wish to buy a sniall
and inexpensive book. In following a harmony it
must be remembered always that in some cases the
order of events is corjectural. Now let us stvdy —

Baptist Teacher.
A 3 )

Notes and Suggestions on the
Internationa! Lessons.

LESSON 1.—JANUARY 7, 1900.

The Birth of Jesus.

(Lesson Text: Luke 2:1-16. Commit to Memory Verscs 811.)
(Read Luke 1; Matt. 3; John 1:1:8.)

Gouoes T'ext.=—"Thou shalt call His name Jesus; for fie
shall aave His people from their sins "~ Matt 1+ 21.

Daty Reamings.—Monday - Matt. 121826, Tuesday* Luke
1:26~36. Wednesday @ Luke 1:46-¢s.  Thursday: Mate, a: 1412,
Frday: Matt.a.13-23.  Saturday. Johni.s-s3.  Sunday
Luke 3: 1-16.

Practical Survey.

Chrrist is born! Hallelnjah! Let all the carth
rejoice. The world had waited long. Theprophets
had toretold His comung, cvery lambd slain had
pointed to His coming, and at last the day arrives
when the announcement is made that He has come.

The cvent. In compliance with a decree made by
Casar Augustus, Joseph and Mary journcy from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, a distance of about seventy
miles, for the purpose of being registered.  But, in
this, God was working out His plan, for it had been
distinctly stated by Micah that the Messiah should
be born in Bethlchem. ‘¢ Mary had, up to this time,
been living in the wrong place for the birth of
Christ. A little longer stay at Nazarcth and the
prophccy would have failed.” But it did not fail.
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Angels are sent. Angels have always taken a
lively interest in the things of this world. We fre-
quently read of them in the Old Testament. It was
an angel that appeared unto Zacharias announcing
the birth of John, and to Mary with a similar mis-
sion regarding the birth of Christ. An angel ap-
peared to Jesus in the garden, and te the disciples
at the sepulcher and at the ascension.

The shepherds, ** The emgployment of tending
sheep had been honored in the carlier times of the
Jewish people. Jacob. Moses, and David were
shepherds. But now it was a cnlling that was
looked upon by the Jews with contempt.” Why
was the announcement made o shepherds? (1)
The annunciation of His advent was not to be made
to he rulers of the people, or to the priests, for
these men were under the influence of worldly and
selfish ambitions and could not discern spiritual
things. Theshepherds were humble men, ¢ waiting
for the consolation of Israel,” and ware in a state
of mind to accept the heavenly announcement. (2)
God has seen fit to appear to the weak instead of
the mighty. Read 1 'Cor. 1:19-31; Psa 8:2. (3)
God had always bles,ed the shepherds. He bad
called Moses and David away from the shepherd's
crook, and now the ‘‘3on of Da.id,” the Chief
Shepherd, who styled Himself the Good Shepherd,
who gave His life for the sheep, is to be born in the
city of David, and it semed fitting that the shepherds
should be horored with the first announcement.

The time. Unbelievers iy to make un argument
against tl e wisdom of God because He waited so
long before bringing forth the Redeenrer of man-
kind. The reply is easy. (1) Christ came in ac-
cordance with a long line of prophecy. This took
time. Prophets must be raised up, and then hun-
dreds cf years must clapse in order to fully verify
their utterances. (2) Christ came when the politi-
cal factors of the world were niost favorable. The
whole world was practically under Roman control,
and this fact was the means of bringing Christ and
His followers immediately before the nations of
earth. Nédtice the nations represented at the time
of the crucifixion and at Pentecost. (3) Christ did
not come unti! the world had done its best without
Him and had made a complete moral failure. The
wisdom and culture of the world were very great,
and yet, morally, it was groping in awful darkness.
Thus the coming of the Messiah became a necessity
if the world was to be saved from moral collapsec.
And now, “‘in the fulness of time,” in God's time,
at just the right time, the * Desire of All Nations™
appears.

The announcement. ‘**Fear not.” “The first
words serve to allay their fears, and then the glad
tidings are fully unfolded.” * Uuto jou is borna
Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” Our Saviour is
no onc !css than the Anointed One, the Lord,—
Jehovah, Those who rob Him of His divinity rob
the world of iis Saviour. As ‘“‘the Christ” He is
our Prophet, Priest, and King. ¢ Heis a Prophet
to reveal the will of God and instruct men in it.  He
is a Priest to offer up sacrifice, and make atonement
for the sin of the world. He isa King to rule over
and rule in the souls of men.  He is the Saviour to
deliver from the power, guilt, and pollution of sin,
to enlarge and vivify, and, by the influence of His
Spirit, to preserve and seal those who believe, and
at last to reccive them into the fulness of His
eternal joy.”

¢ Glory to God in the highest,
And on carth, peace,
Good-will toward men."

“With this ever-memorable anthem the light
faded from the hills, as the angels went away into
heaven and left earth once more in the shadow of
night.”” But the dawning of a new day was wpon
us. Thetrue light had come *‘ which lighteth every
man that cometh into the world.”

L7 )
LESSON 2.—]JANUARY 14, 1900.

The Child Jesus Visits Jerusalem.

(Lesson Text: Luke a: y1-52.  Comnnt to Memory Verses 49-52.)
(Read Matt, 2; Luke 2:21-38.)

Go1pex TeT.  'And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature.
and in favor with God and man."—ZLuke 2:52.

Daiy Reapings.—Monday : Lukea: 2233 Tuesday: Luke
2: 3430, Wednesday: Exod. 13211y, Thursday: Exod. a1z
21-36, Friday: Exod. 12:43-51. g:\turda): Luke 23: 1-10.
Suaday : Luke a: 41-53.

Practical Survey.

All we know of the life of Jesus prior to His enter-
ing upon His active ministry is the one incident of
His visiting the temple with His parents when He
was twelve years of age. Mysterious as it seems
to us, we must remember that Jesus as a child had
His childish pleasures and His tears, and passed
through the same stages as did other children. On
the hillsidas of Nazareth He was a child among
children. But He was sinless. Evil had no place
in Him, and His soul was constantly reaching out
towards His Father in holy communion. At the age
of twelve years the Hebrew ‘‘boy™ became a
“youth.” He must now be brought under the yoke
of the law, and accordingly His parents take Him
for the first time to the temple at Jerusalem to at-
tend the Passover feast.

To Jesus, who had never been outside of the hills
of Nazarcth, the journey to Jerusalem, the appear-
ance of the city at this time, filled, according to
Josephus, with more than «wo and a haif milhions of
people, a sight of the temple, the preparations for
the feast and cspecially the great feast itself, must
have been an imposing spectacle.

The passover week passes and His parents start
homeward. They leave in the night to avoid the
heat of the day, and in the confusion Jesus is
lost. Hlis parents, thinking He miget be with their
friends in some other part of the caravan, continue
their journey until a thorough search reveals the
fact that He has been left behiad.  They return to
Jerusalem, and after a diligent search find Him in
one of the schools of the rabbis, in one of the temple
courts. Here He sits amoung the learned men ask-
ing and answering questions untl all are astonished.

But Ict us notice some points which are clearly
discernible in this youth. There are charms in
Jesus for the young.

(1) He had an inguiring mind. He was already
reaching out after the deeper things in the great
plan of salvation.

(2) He seas addive. He felt a personal tesponsi-
bility, ‘I must be about my Father's business.”
No time to lose. Hc must be doing. Look, ye
listless, idle Christian (?), and sce this child so
actively engaged in the great work pertauning to
his Father's house! Is He our example? Then lct
us be stirred to action.

(3) He obeyed His parents. Although He was in
His Father's housec, feasting on the truths of the
Scriptures, yet He did not hesitate to leave it all
and go to His secluded bench in Nazareth, for He
had now arrived at the age when a trade must be
thoroughly learned. Jesus was very respectful to
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His parents and was faithfol in the bhttle things.
But few children will ever submit to God who do
not first know how to submat to their parents. One
of the noblest things that could have been said
about Jesus, or that can be said of any child, is,
““ He obeyed His parents.” As a result Jesus had
an wfluence for good among the people at Nazareth,
even in His youth.

(4) He increased. He could not helpit. The in-
dolent, careless one makes a failure ; but the active,
energetic one, who applies himself, cannot but
succeed.

This first visit to Jerusalem was perhaps a turn-
ing point in the history of His development. His
advantages scem limited. You no doubt have bet-
ter. He was not surrounded by umversiies and
theological schools. Jesus grew up 1n one of the
remote provinces of the Roman Empire, amiong a
people quite insigmficant and subjected to a foreign
yoke. He was poor and labored in an obscure
carpenter shop; vet He made rapid advancement.
This, however, did not come by accident. He had
parental care and nstruction in the Scrptures by a
devoted mother.  He had the privileges of the syn-
agogue services at Nazareth, and, above all, inter-
course with His Father.

He increased in wisdom and age, and in favor
with God and man. Thus He waited His Father's
time. Eighteen more years of toil, and then He
steps forth in the fulness of time as the Redcemer
of the world.

LESSON 3.—JANUARY 21, 1900.

The Preaching of John the Baptist,

(Lesson Text: Luke 3:1-13. Commit 1o Memory Verses 3.6.)
(Read Mal, 3153 4516
Gorvrs TerT.— *Prepare ye the way of the Lord."—
Luke 3: 4.
Darey Reamnes.—Menday © Luke 1425, Tuesday : Luke
1°¢3.66. Wednesday: Luke 1:6780.  Thur<day ; Mark 1. 18,
Friday : 5 1012, Saturday . Matt.ai.a-s. Sunday . Luke 4. o3,

Practical Survey.

Tins was a tume of moral dearth.  ““What civil,
political, and moral misery is associated with the
names which Luke here mentions! Al Israeld had,
indeed, become a barren wilderness.” The Roman
emperor was ‘“ despotic in his government and cruel
wn his disposition.”  Herod, the ruler of Galilee and
Porea, at first heard John gladly, Lut a little later
imprisoncd, and finally beheaded, the faithful re-
former. Herod was afterward bamished aud died
m extte.  Piate, the governor of Judea, conseated
to the cruaifision of Christ and handled his govern-
ment so badly that he was banished, and soon,
wearied with his misfortunes, killed himself. The
rcligious world was no better.  The pricsthood was
filled with corrupt men, and cven Caiaphas, the
high-priest, was *“ coarse and brutal.” Under such
leaders the people had sunk into a very low and de-
graded moral condition. It had been four hundred
years since they had heard the prophetic warnings
when suddenly John appeared on the scenc.

“The characteristics of John's preaching.—(1) It
was stern, like thatof Eljah.  (2) It was absolutely
dauntless.  (3) It shows remarkable insight into the
needs of the people of cvery class.  (g) It was in-
tenscly practical.  (3) It prophesies of the dawn of
the kingdom of Christ. His message was (1) Re-
pent; {2) The kingdom of heaven is at hand; (3)
Behold the Lamb of God.” John was x great re-
former. There were three religious sects at the
time ; the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes. He

handled them with terrible severity., He came into
the forest of ‘* bad laws, absolute customs, social
inequalities, religious bigotries,” licentiousness and
intemperance, swinging his gospel axe and crying,
‘“Reform! Repent! ye brood of vipers.” The re-
former was thorough. There was no compromising
with the worldly influences around him. ‘¢ His was
a casc of plain living and high thinking.” His work
was in perfect accord with the prophecies concern-
ing him. Isaiab had said that one would come cry-
ing, ‘“ Preparc!” ‘““Make straight ! and Malachi
had promised one more opportunity to repent before
the final overthrow of the nation, and had said that
Elijah would be sent to turn them to righteousness.

The preaching of Joha was preparing the minds of
the pevple for the coming of the Messiah, and they
began to ask themseclves ‘“ whether he were the
Christ.” ‘“*They began 10 consider that now was
the time for the Messiah to appear. The scepter
had departed from Judah, for they had no king but
Casar, and the lawgiver was gone beneath his
feet.” But John was not slow to undececive them
regarding himsell. He at once disowned all pre-
tensions to be.ng the Messiah and declared that the
utmost he could do was to baptize with water.
‘“The greatness of John consisted mainly in his al-
most unexampled humility, which from the first led
him to designate his work which shook Israel to its
center as merely preparatory, and to subordinate
himself at once to Him who was far greater than he.”

John clearly outlined the work of the coming
Messiah. He is mightier than 1, and before Him 1
am nothing. He shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost and with fire. I can only preach repentance,
but He is able to bring salvation. Itis the work of
the Holy Ghost to regencrate and also to clecanse
the heart. The fire of the Holy Ghost will dispel
the coldness and will give new energy and life to
the soul. It will consume the dross. refine the
good, and elevate the whole being. The sin will
go; the spiritual coldness and dearth will go; the
worldliness and worldly-mindedness will go—in fact,
all that is impure will disappear when the fire bap-
tism comes. His arm is mighty and He will with
His own great *“fan * separate between the preci-
ous and the vile.” He comes with authority to
purge His own floor and fill His garaer with wheat.
‘¢ John can only threaten hypocrites and tell barren
trees that they shall be hewn down and cast into
the fire, but Christ can execute that threatening.”
He will burn the chaff with unquenchable fire.
Nothing will be able to extinguish the awful fires
that will kindle around the feet of the finally im-
penitent. They have nothing to look forward te
but indignation and wrath from the hands of
offended Justice.

A
[LESSON j.—]JANUARY 28, 1900.

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus.

(Lesson Text: Matt, 3:13t03: 1. Commit to Memory Verses
3:16, 13,
(Compare Luke 3: 31: 22 with §t1413.)
GoLvRN TraT.—* This i< my beloved Son. in whom I am well
pleased. "=Matt. 5: 17,
DaiLy Reamyes.--Maonday. Luke 3.21-38% Tuesday . Luke
s1-33  Wednesday : Mark 1o s-13 hursday: John 121835,
?’n‘day' John 13- 114 Saturday: DPaacgutete. Sunday .
Matt 5ot .
Practical Survey.

¢ To fulfil all righteousness,” discloses at once the
purpose, method, and result of the incarnation and
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. He came *‘not to des-
troy " cither the ceremonial or the moral law, “‘but
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to fulfil” both, In His gospel is revealed *the
cighteousness of God " as well as the mercy of God.
In Him *'mercy and teuth met together, and righte-
ousness and peace have kissed each other.

The same holy purpose possesses His true follow-
ers.  Upon this principle Jesus bases their spiritual
relationship. **Whosoever shall do the will of my
Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother,
and sister, and mother.” This implies, first, entire
submission to the will of God. It was written
prophetically of Jesus, ages before His coming,
“Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God !" while con-
cerning Himself He declares, 1 came down from
heaven not to do mine own will, but the will of Hun
that sent me.”" It alsoimplies scif-demal, for **even
Christ pleased not Himself.”

The gospel provades happmess, but requires righte-
ousness., Confidence apart from obedience s not
fauth,but presumption. Abrahawm s fadh wrought with
s works, and by works was his faith made perfect.

The temptation of Christ was as essential a feature
of His mission as the more delightful experiences of
baptism and blessing. He was *‘led up of the
Spirit into the wilderness' for the purposc that,
“having suffered being tempted,” He nught be
‘‘able also to succor them that are tempted.”
Temptation forms one of the important means of
building up and conlirming Christian experience
and character; and the endurance of the same is as
much a “fulfilmemt of righteousness ™ as the more
delightful seasons which form a part of every Chris-
tian life.

The temptations of Christ include ir: principle all
those which are incident to a Christian hfe.  They
are, (1) Distrust. ““If Thou be the Son of God"—
A choice of present good rather than harmony with
the divine will—*‘command thesc stones that they
be made bread.” (2) Presumption. *‘Cast thyself
down.” (3) Compromise to gain a right end.  *‘All
shall be thine if thou wilt fall down.”

Temptation overcome. The first grreat battle ot
redemption was won amid the solitudes of the
Judean wilderness when Christ overcame, first for
Himself, and representatively for His people.
Where the first Adam fell the second Adam con-
quered, and in His triumphant cot.quest hifted up to
glorious possibilitics those whom the former dragged
down in His disastrous descent. As Christ triumphed
so may His followers conquer alike the world, the
flesh, and the devil, overcoming “by the blood of
1he Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.™

The means: ‘It is  written.” Temptation is
often too subtle, 100 sudden, and too powerful to be
overcome by our own reasonings. Then we can
have recourse to the Scripture gaven by inspsrittion
of God, and be ‘‘thoroughly furnished.” *1It is
written” is the safe anchorage of the storm-tossed
soul; and the sufficient reply to the most subtle sug-
gestion of Satan. Hence the necessity, alas, too
fittle appreciated, of having the mind stored with
the Word of God. To be safe we must have ‘“the
sword of the Spirit * always ready for use.— Practi-
cal Commentary.

L . 8
A Cure for Asthma.

Asthma <uffeer need no longer leave home and businessin
order to be cured.  Nature bas produced a vegretable remady that
will permanently cuce Asthma and all discases of the tungs and
bronchial tuber. Having testad it wonderful curative powers in
thousands of cases inith a record of 9o per cent. permanently
cured), and desiring to relicve human suffering, T will xend free
of charge to all sufferers from Adthma. Con<cumption, Catareh,
Beonchitie, and neevous diccasce, this reape. in Geeman, French
or English, with full directions for prepanng and using.  Sent

by mail, A\ddress with <tamp. naming this paper, \W. A. Noyes,
920 Pawery” Block, Rochester, N. Y.
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THe BeST BiBLE GAME!

EREAN
ITS™

BIBLE GAMPE that is at once intenscly eater-

A taining ud hlghly fostructive, and that will

in o mest attenctive way make you familiar

with vatuable fnformation about the history, people,

places, nud purpong of the Book of books. Without
question it i the hest Bible game yet devised.

From three 1o twenty-fise persons may play at
one time,

Nothing ¢quila it.  Childsen and young folks
seck and must hiuve amusement, and Christian
parents hinve duty In that direction.  But pastime
is lost time If pofit to the individual is not part of
the sport, Al good qualities are combined in this
game.  Sura (o please the children.

PRICE, POSTPAID, 40 CENTS.

Putitished and for sale by

THE ENDEAVOR HERALD COMPANY

35 Richmond St.West, Toronto.

Canadian
Christian Endeavor
Hand=Book et

For 1900

- - —

Officlul  Authorized by the Pravincial Unions
and published by Canndian C. E, Council . . .

Photo-Engravings of prominent Canadian C. E
Workers, Pravincial Officers, and Statistics com-
plete and up o dnte.  Notes on the Weekly Topics
for the entire yonr, ote., clc.

Single coploes, 10c.; per doz., Soc.; 50 or
over, sc. each,

THE ENDEAVOR HERALD CO.

35 Richmond St. West, Toronto.

THE __ A acientific method of acquinng an exact pronunaintion

KEY of all the vawel and conconant sounds of French speech.

being based o eareful phonological eapenments made

70  onanumber of rench and Englich persons. By means

of thic Key anyone can learn to

Fr’nch sound‘ speak rench with a Trench acrent.

. Invaluable to teachers and students.

Pricc 35 cents, Hend alno for free pamphlets on our Latin
method. Academlo Do 8risay, 2 College St.. Toronto, Can.
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‘The British Columbia

Convention.

HE convention was held in
Victoria city in October; all
the meetings were held in St.

Andrew's Presbyterianchurch. The
attendance must have proved very
discouraging to the committee in
charge as it was one of the smallest
on record. The Commitice of
Management worked nobly, and 1
think 1 might safely say, that never
before in the history of Christian
Endeavor in British Columbia have
the preparations been so thorough;
and the bulk of the work was in the
hands of but three persons: Miss
E. M. Arthur, the secretary, Miss
J. Cameron, first vice-president,
and Mr. F. Small, treasurer.

A new departure was taken by
having an Information and Supply
Department, in which was all kinds
of C. E. literature. This wasin the
capable hands of Mr. F. A, Small.
The church was beautifully decor-
ated with C. E. monograms, ever-
greens, C. E. banners, and other
flags. This and the entertainment
of the delegates was superintended
by MissCameron. To Miss Arthur,
perhaps more than any one else, be-
long the honore of the convention.
She was indefatigable in  her
labors, carryving on a voluminous
correspondence all the year round.

The first meeting began at § p.m.
on the 17th. After the opening
exercises an address of welcome
was extended by .icut.-Governor
Mclnncs, on behalf of the province.
He pleaded ignorance of the move-
ment but promised to leain more
aboutit. Heinvited the delegates
to Government House on Thursday
afternoon of the convention, the
“outing” time of the dclegates.
An iuvitation which was gladly
accepted by the delegates.

Dr. Campbell gave the address of
welcome on behalf of the Ministerial
Association. He referred to the
high honor done the convention by
the presence of the Licut.-Governor,
and spoke in glowing terms of the
C. E. movement.

Mr. W0, C. Brown, of \"ancouver,
replied on behalf of the delegrates
and voiced the sentiments of all,
when he said that by what he had
already seen, he was assured that
the welcome was genuine. He
gave statistics showing the rapid
progress of Christian Endeavor.

An informal reception followed.

The '*Quict Hour™ from 8§ to 9
Wednesday morning was led by

Mr. Laird, of Victoria, after which
the president's message was read
by Capt. McDougal, Nanaimo. In
it the Endeavorers were urged to
become well-informed and armed to
deal with the questions of the day,
mentioning  especially those of
labor and capital, the liquor traffic
and Sabbath observance. He also
urged the delegates to fuller conse-
cration and devotednessto our Lord
and Master Jesus Christ.

In the next paper, Capt. Mc-
Dougal went into the heart of that
very important subject, ‘‘Growth
in the Chnistian Life.”” He referred
to the danger threatening those who
had no appetite for spiritual things.
*“¢Prayer is the Christian’s vital
breath’ yet we would not give much
for the person who is as little sup-
plied with air as most of us are with
prayer,” he said.

The next paper was ‘“ The C. E.
and the Sabbath,” by F. A. Kirton,
Vancouver, and in the discussion
which followed the burning question
of Sabbath observance was thor-
oughly and fully discussed. The
way in winch many Christians of
the present day kept the Sabbath
received attention, and it was the
prevailing opinion that the Lord's
followers took too much liberty in
the observance of His day.

The “*symposium™ on the **C. E.
Prayer meeting,” by Miss M. Mc-
Farlane, of Vancouver, it goes
without saying, was splendid and
very helpful. 1 quote the following :
‘“The object of the C. E. prayer
meeting is to train and fit young
people for active work ; it is not to
study the Bible, a fact which we
are very aptto losesight of.” *“The
members of the Prayer Meeting
Committee should set an example
of brevity and simplicity and be
ever on the alert to fill any gap in
the meecting.” ‘“Have plenty of
prayer. If we could but realize the
power of prayer and usc it, we
would revolutionize our socicties.”

Rev. Mr. Baraclough, of Victoria,
then gave an address on “The
Sword of the Spirit,” which was
also splendid.  *The sword which
Paul was thinking of when he used
the term was the short, two-edged
sword of the Romans which could
only be used at close quarters, and
that is the only way the Bible may
be effective.”

“QOur Associate Members and
how to win them,” by Mr. Laird, of
Victoria, produced a lively discus-
sion and the place of prayer in this
and kindred work wasagain touched
on.

Miss Noot, of Victoria, in her
paper on ‘‘Church Courtesy,” spoke
of the courtesy of the pastor, of the
deacon or elder, and of the church
as a whole.

The business session was the first
afier the opening exercises in the
atternoon. The secretary's report
showed 21 societier representing
four hundred active and one hun-
dred and fifty associate members
in the province. An invitation to
Rossland for the next convention
was declined on account of the dis-
tance to travel from the coast, and
Vancouver was given the 1900
Convention.

Two-minute reports were received
from nearly all the societies; after
which a paper by Rev. T. B.
Reynolds, of New Westminster, on
Junior work was read. He recom-
mended having short - meetings,
chamn-prayers, and new features as
often as possible.

*‘Loyalty to the Mid-week Prayer
Meeting,” by Mrs. Sipprell, New
Westminster, was a good paper.
She spoke of the need most of us
had for this prayer meeting, and of
the help we could be to our pastor
by attending. She thought, how-
ever, that most prayer meetings
could stand a little brightening.

Heavy showers of rain greeted
Rev. Mr. Vickert, the Baptist min-
ister of Victoria, in his address on
*Christian Citizenship,” but it only
seemed to raise the temperature of
the meeting and every one was in
the Dest of spirits. The address
was another ‘splendid.” The
speaker dwelt on the need of the
Gospel to be practiced in the world
to-day. He showed how Jesus gave
Himself for humanity and quoted:
““As the Father hath sent me into
the world, <o send I you.” Nothing
but the religion of Jesus can bhar-
monize society.

*“Bible Study " was the subject of
Thursday morning. This address
by Rev. F. Payne, of Victoria, was
very instructive and profitable.

Two missionary papers, *‘ Christ's
Commission,” and *‘Open Doors,’
reccived the attention of the audi-
ence until 11 a.m., when most of
the delegates attended one or the
other thanksgiving scrvices in the
various churches.

The visit to the Licut.-Governor
took place next.

The last service of the conven-
tion was the best.  Quartettes were
rendered in a very able manner.
The consecration address by Rev.
W. B Cumming was very im-
pressive, and the opening meeting,




in which a great many took part,
was very profitable. The central
thought was ‘“Ye are not your
own,” all we are and. have as be-
longing to God only. After all had
taken part, the president added a
few words; then we sang ‘*What
a fellowship, what a joy divine™ —
our convention hymn, and the con-
vention of 1899 was declared closed.

The points emphasized most in
theconvention were: ““ Bible Study,”
‘“Prayer as a very important factor
in Christian  work,” ‘Christian
Citizenship,” and ‘¢ Consecration."”

The following officers  were
elected: President, Mr. W, H.
White, Vancouver; vice-presidents,
Rev. T. B. Reynolds, New West-
minster; Mr. W. H. McLellan,
Nanaimo; Miss Dick, Vancouver;
Miss E. M. Arthur, Victoria ; Sec-
retary, Miss M. McFarlane, Van-
couver; assistant secretary, Mr.
W. C. Brown, Vancouver; trea-
surer, Mr. E. W. Wilson, Vancou-
ver; counsellors, Mr. H. Grant,
Vancouver ; Miss Jessie Cameron,
Victoria; Wm. Stott, Jr. Sapperton;
Mrs. Jessie Ariss, Cumberland ; Dr.
Campbell, Victoria; Mr.J. G. John-
ston, Vancouver; Miss B. Mclntosh,
Victoria; Rev. E. G. Perry, Well-
ington; Miss E. Aldrich, Rossland;
Mr. Monroe, Trail. —W. StorT, JR.

A
Hamilton Notes.

UR Junior Unionisseven years

old and on the celebration of

its birthday a meeting was
held in the schoolroom of St. Paul's
church.

The mecting opened with a bright
song service led by the Juniors.

Rev. H. S. Beavis, D.D., presi-
dent of the Young People’s Union,
was in the chair, and the pastor of
St. Paul's, Neil McPherson, led the
opening devotional exercises.

The  principal- speaker of the
evening was Mrs. (Rev.) Jas. L.
Hill, of Salem, Mass., who delivered
an address on ‘“\What can Juniors
do.” Ina very simple, easy, and
pleasing way she showed the
Juniors their opportunittes of doing
work for Jesus who did so much
for them.

Miss M. Hope then conducted a
model prayer meeting which was
very interesting and instructive.

As usual, the banners were pre-
sented for the next six months.

The Union banner is presented to
the societies having the largest per-
centages of attendance and is held
for one” month Ly cach of six
socicties.

Those who will guard it for the
next six months are St Pauls
Juniors, James' St. Baptist Juniors,
Central Presbyterian Juniors, Zion
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Tabernacle Intermediates, Zion
Tabernacle Juniors, and Erskine
Juniors.

The missionary banner is given to
those having the largest percentage
of offerings 1o missionary funds and
is held by each of three, two months.
Those who will hold it this term are
Zion Taberniucle Juniors with one
hundred per cent., Central Juniors
mmety-seven per cent., and Erskine
Juniors ninety-six per cent.

The following are the oflicers
for the current year: Miss M. Hope,
president; Miss L. Martin, vice-
president; M. T. Emery, sccond
vice-president; J. C. Harris, secre-
tary; John Dearness, treasurer;
committees, Miss A. Y. Brass, Or-
ganization and Visiting, and Fred
Robinson, programme.

Our Young People’s Union will
celebrate its 11th birthday on the
third Thursday in fanuary, 19oo.
A committee has already been ap-
pointed to prepare for this rally,
which will also be the fifth annual
County Convention. Mr. D. A,
Rowland has been appointed chair-
man, and he wishes to assure ali
our Endeavorers that he will spare
no pains to make this meeting a
spiritual treat,

St. Paul's society tendered a re-
ception to the students of the differ-
ent colleges of our city a short time
ago. The schoolroom was beauti-
fully decorated and every effort was
put forth to make the students feel
at home. A very fine programme
of music, etc., was rendered by the
Endeavorers and refreshments were
served by the ladics.

Erskine society had a very nice
time at their anniversary a short
time ago.

Knox church society has lost two
more active workers in the Misses
McMealy who removed to Toronto
a short time ago. Our best wishes
o with them to their new home.—
H. M. G.

A

Brantford‘ Items.

The Organizing Committee of
the Brantford and Brant County
Locai Union of Christian Endecavor
visited Mount Pieasant recently and
organized a braanch there.

The Epworth Leaguers of Syden-
ham Street church gave a delight-
ful *“At Home" the other cvening
which was very weil patronized.
After an hour spent in social inter-
course, which was enlivencd by the
charming playing of many tal-
cnted musicians, refreshments were
served. A few recitations and
songs were then given by members
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of the local Leagues, which were
very much appreciated. Dr. Brit-
ton spoke on bebalf of League work
in Brant Avenue church.

St. Andrew’s church has taken
another forward move and organ-
ized a Christian Endeavor society.
Mr. T. Hendry, president of the
Union, gave them a short talk, and
then, with Rev. Mr. Scott in the
chair, ofticers for 1goo were clected :
Honorary president, Rev. Mr.
Scott; president, Miss Josie Spratt ;
vice-presidents, Lizzie McEwen,
and John Graham; recording sec-
retary, G. Turnbull; corresponding
seeretary, Margaret Wood ; treas-
urer, Roy Montgomery; organist,
Edna Hogg.

The first mecting of All Samnts’
Christian Endeavor, Mt. Pleasant,
was held in the church on Tuesday
evening, Dec. sth. There was a
good number present and a very
successful meeting resulted.

One of the most delightful socials
of the year was recently given in
the Calvary Baptistchurch. It was
ander the auspices of the Young
People's society.  The musical se-
lections were most heartily enjoyed,
and a happy time was spent by all
Mr. Patten occupied the chair, and
in his customary splendid style in-
troduced the different young ladies
and gentlemen who were to take
part in the programme. A piano
solo by Miss Hoagg, a vocal solo
by Miss Stockwell, and recitations
by Miss Shanks and Miss Popple-
well were especially well received.
The church was pretiily decorated,
and everyone passed a most pleas-
ant evening.

L3 ]

Leeds, Grenville and
Dundas Union
In Yearly Session in Brockviile.

HE eighth anuual convention

of the Christian Endeavor
societies of the Counties of
Leeds, Greuville, and Dundas, was
held in Brockville in the early part
of November. The attendance of
not only delegates but also of
townspeople was large and of a
representative character.  The re-
ports received were very encourag-
ing and indicate that these societies
are doing good woitk and are of
much assistance to the churches in
propagating the kingdom of Christ.
The lecture room of \Wall Street
Methodist church (where the ses-
sions of the convention were held)
was handsomely decorated for the
occasion with flowers, paims, flags,
and streamers, interspersed with
appropriate emblems and mottoes.
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The whole presented a very attrac-
tive appearance and reflected much
credit on those in charge.

Mr, G. R. Patnam, of Merrick-
ville, president, occupied the chair
at the opening session.  After de-
votional exercises, Rev. Mr. Clen-
dennin gave an excellemt address
which took the form of a Bible
study. His subject was *Paul, a
Man of Prayer,’” and this character-
istic of the apostle to the Gentiles
was depicted in an instructive way.
He illastrated his address by pas-
sages of Scripture which several of
those present were asked to read
and winch had an especial applica-
tion to the subject under discussion.

A musical programme was then
given by the Junior members of the
local Leagues. Master Kilpatrick
acted as chairman in a capable
manner, and a splendid programme
was rendered.

Mr. R. D. Moray then delivered
an address of welcome.

The evening session commenced
with a praise service and then
Mayor Buckman delivereda stirring
address, welcoming the delegates
to the town.

Rev. Dr. Ryckman delivered an
address of welcome on behalf of the
churches. He was brief, but to the
point, and extended a warm wel-
come to those connected with the
Endeavor movement.

The president, Mr. G. R. Pat-
nam, replied in an cloquent manner.
He began by thanking the previous
speakers for the kind words of wel-
come and encouragement which
they bhad given utterance to, and
said the delegates present accepted
and appreciated them.

Rev. Robert Laird, M.A., pastor
of the First Presbyterian church,
Brockville, then dehvered the con-
venlion sermon. He took for his
text, St. Matthew 5:18: *“Think
not that I am come to destroy the
law or the prophets; I am not come
to destroy, but to fulfil.” Ile said
the words of his text were the mani-
festo of Christ's teachmng. They
were strong and comprehensive
words, and showed the purport of
the work of Jesus. Fhis work is
both with the individual and the
multitudes. All that 1s gracious,
noble, and sweet m hfe 1s approved
by Him with an open and appre-
ciative heart, In hours of shaken
confidence we should remember the
fulfilling power of Christ and try to
jead mankind to heaven by our
words and deeds. Endeavorers
should learn that He brought new
life to a dreary world, and what
was old lived again. They are
called, he said, to gather the rich
harvests of the future.

The convention resumed next
morning at 7 o'clock, in the lecture
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room of the church. At that hour
a song service was held. Mr. C.
W. Gay was chairman. Mr. G. R.
Putnam gave a study in Zechariah
that was both interesting and in-
structive. At g o'clock there was &
song service and devotional exer-
cises led by Rev. J. C. Sycamore.
Rev. J. M. Kellock led in an open
meeting which had a special refer-
ence to conference work, in which
several members took part. Rev.
E. Thomas delivered an excellent
address on ** The true aim of Chris-
tian Endeavor work,"” which was
well received.

The afternoon session opened
with a song service in which Miss
Bertha Bramley sang a solo very
sweetly. Then devotional exercises
were conducted, after which the
Nominating Committec made its
report and tac following officers
were elected: President, G. R,
Putnam, Merrickville; general sec-
retary-treasurer, Miss C, M, Dows.
ley,Prescott ; Junior superintendent,
R. D. Moray, Brockville; vice-
president for Leeds, Miss Mec-
Cammon, Gananoque; vice-presi-
dent for Grenville, Mr. A. Ward,
Prescott; vice-president for Dun-
das, Mr. John Shaver, Morewood;
secretary for Leeds, Miss J. Wilson,
Gananoque ; secretary for Grenville,
Miss F. Coates, Prescott; secretary
for Dundas, Miss Hughes, Canna-
more.

An hour was then pleasantly spent
in social intercourse, followed by
an able address on the relation of
Endeavor societies to the Young
Men's Christian  Association, by
Mr. J. W. Ridgeway.

Miss McCammon, of Gananoque,
then gave an excellent address on
Juunior work, which showed she was
familiar with cvery department of
Endeavor work, and it was much
appreciated.

Rev. Mr. Strachan, pastor of St.
John'’s church, then gave a brief
but excellent address on the liquor
question. The largest problem is
the social one. Sins are fostered
and nourished on social lines.
Gambling and betting are fostered
i the best homes and finest draw-
ing rooms in the land. Men and
women holding high positions in
the church play progressive euchre
for prizes, which the speaker
thought was often the beginning of
gambling. He believed that many
young men go from these to the
bar-rooms and other places to
gamble. The same could be said
about the drinking habit, which he
said was bad, and was nourished,
owing to a laxity in the social life.
If the social conditions were
changed there would not need to be
so much legislation. The question
affects both men and women. Itis

in the hands of the Jatter, said M.
Strachan, to regulate these social
habits. Their influence is strong.
There is more power in the life of a
cuitured young woman in frowning
down this terrible habit than any
law could exercise; if they would
exert their influence, citizenship
would be the better for it.

Mr. J. S. Copland, M.A., followed
and treated the same question from
a physiological point of view. He
told of how experiments had been
performed and had demonstrated
the injurious influence alcohol had
on plant and animal life.

The evening session and the
closing one of the convention had a
good attendance.

Mr. Putnam was chairman. The
proceedings opened with a song
service, and then Rev. Dr. Stuart,
of Prescott, delivered an able ad-
dress on ** The future of Christian
Endeavor, what will it be?” He
said that the Christian Endeavor
society had a glorious history and
was a phenomenal movement in
moral and religious life.

Rev. S. G. Bland, M.A., Smith's
Falls, followed and gave a fine ad-
dress on the ‘“ New Christianity.”
He said there was a Christianity
some time ago that was dominated
with the idea of escape from the
world. And there was something
beautiful in it when it was real. It
was a hope of heaven that purified
life. Great as it was, it was aot the
form of religion preached by Christ.
The new Christianity is dominated
by the thought of conquest, to take
possession of the world for Christ.
The old was too soothing in its
character. The new idea was to
make earth a heaven. It is in sym-
pathy with the Lord. The new
Christianity is the culmmation of
the purpose of God, because it is
natural. M. Bland then spoke of
the condition of capital and labor,
and said he did not believe they
would always be estranged, and
that the time would come when the
employers and employees would
respect each other more. Qut of
the strifes they bave had would
come good. He told of how the
Cash Register Co., of Dayton,
Ohio, had their works resemble
more a ladies' college than a manu-
facturing place. The buildings
were good and healthful, and con-
tained a fine hibrary and maany other
things that helped to improve the
moral and intellectual condition of
those who worked there.

Mr. H. S. Seaman then conducted
a c¢onsecration  service, and the
convention came to a close with
the benediction, which was pro-
nounced by Rev. Mr. Bland.

A
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Toronto Endeavor.

The Toroato C. E. Union,

The most representative meeting
of the Toronto Christian Endeavor
Union for some months past was
held on Saturday cvening, Nov.
18th, in Beverley Street Baptist
church. In the abscuce of the
president, Mr. F. 1. Carman, one
of the vice-presidents, occupied the
chair.

A communication was read from
a Niagara secretary introducing
two associate members, leaving that
town and coming to reside in
Toronto.

In the Eastern District, the work
was reported to be in a very healthy
condition. Endeavor prayer meet-
ings had been started in the various
fire hall stations in the district.

It was agreed to hold the annual

rally of the Union about the begin-
ning of December (19th) in Beverly
Strect Baptist church, and it is ex-
“pected that the principal speakers
on that occasion will be the Rev.
Mr. Geggie, of Dunn Avenue Pres-
byterian church, and the Rev. Dr.
Henderson, Methodist.
« The finances of the Union for
several months past have been a
source of anxiety and talk at these
Executive meetings, and the officers
thought that it would be well to
have the standing deficit wiped off
before the annual rally took place.
Accordingly, half of the officers, at
a rcent business mcetng, made a
start in thus direction by raising
amoagst themselves one-half of the
sum neceded, and now appealed to
the Executive to raise the other
half. This was done in the course
of a few minutes; and when all the
contributions promised had been
summed up, it was found that there
was a small balance on the right
side, so that the Union will end the
year entirely free of debt, notwith-
standing the fact that it was begun
with a deficit of nearly Sioo.
Whatever eise may Ye said of the
past year's work, peraaps there has
never been a more economical year
in the whole history of the Union.

President Clark's Local Union
uniform topic was unanimously
adopted, and the constitution altered
$0 as to admit of only four mectings
bewng held in the year instead of ten,
as formerly. The object wili be to
make these meetings more helpful
and inspining, and to have as httle
business as possible discussed at
them.

A Nominating Committecc was
appointed to select the officers for
the ensuing year, and report at the
annual rally.

The preparations necessary for
the usual presentation at that rally
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of the banners for the best attend-
ance and for the best good citizen-
ship work, the proposal to form a
pastors’ advisory board, and the
changing of an article in the con-
stitution which caused some ani-
mated discussion and regarding the
exact meaning of which several
members differed in opinion, were
matters referced to the Business
Committee.

Mr., C. J. Atkinson, secretary-
treasurer of the C. C. C. E., ad-
dressed the meeting, wishing the
delegates to ascertain if their so-
cieties were in favor of having
“The Canadian Christian Endeavor
Handbook ™ issued yearly, and he
distributed circulars setting forth
its claims.

The meeting was opened and
closed with prayer and hearty
hyma-singing.

Fifth Australasian
Convention.

LL accounts agree that the
Brisbane Convention was one
to make the heart glad for its

spiritual enthusiasm, and hearty in-
ternational fellowship. It was a
great blessing to the delegates and
the city of Brisbane,

The evening before it was to be-
gin, it got a-going in a rousing pre-
paratory rally that filled a large
church, and prophesied what man-
ner of meetings it was to be.

And when the roll of the five
colonies was called, next morning,
all of them were found to be well
represented.

The city tabernacle had a shield
behind the pulpit composed of the
Union Jack and the Stars and
Stripes.  Atsightof itan Australian
maiden exclaimed, ““If there is any-
thing I would like to sce it is
America and the English people
united.”

One of the actions deserving men-
tion was the rechristening of the
Australian United Society of Chuis-
tian Endeavor, at its fifth birthday,
as the Australasian Christian En-
deavor Union. But while its name
was shortened, its lines were length-
cned so as to admit all societies on
the islands of the Pacific.

And Australasian  Endeavorers
are not satisfied with taking in God's
world, they want to take in His
word. Bible study and how to pro-
mote it, was a theme that provoked
much thought. The difficulty is to
make the busy farmer, dairyman,
trader, studemnt, sece that systematic
Bible-study is not a formidable
undertaking, but can be done by
plain people who can give but a
little time cach day, and have few
helps.
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The retirement of Rev. W, J. L,
Closs from the presidency of this
important Union was the occasion
of a unique and unmistakable tribute
to his conspicuous services and
popularity. He was presented with
a handsome leather-bound souvenir
copy of the programme. Secretary
Piper, who was re-clected, is an-
other very much appreciated secvant
of the convention, as the Chautau-
qua salute showed which greeted
hisappeaiance. Dr. W. S, Feackel-
ton, the unew president, a prominent
Presbytenan  mimster, has been
president of the Queenstand Union
for two years, and was once a
pastor in Montana,where he founded
tourteen churches in one year.

Exhibition hall, seating 6,000,
was used for the Junior rally.
Color there was a plenty ; standing-
room none. Such a gathering on
Saturday afternoon showed Bris-
bane that religion was not likely
soon to fail for lack of adherents.

Everybody watched the nimble-
fingered children build their pledge
tower, of paper-covered stones.

A lady from Birmingham, Eng-
land, brought greectings trom a
Junior society. The mention of the
mother country was a spark to the
patriotism that is pent up in the
hearts of England’s colonists every-
where, and it blazed out in that
great assembly in lusty cheers for
Old England.

Exhibition haill was again filled
for the Christian-citizenship rally,
addressed by the Rev, W. Shaw,
and the Rev. W, J. L. Closs. The
three devils of modern socia! life,
the saloon, gambling, and impurity,
were the targets for a hot fire. Of
the three, Mr. Closs thought im-
purity the worst.

Christian Endeavor banners stand
for victoties, silent and bloodless
ones though they be. New South
Wales, showing an increase of
seven and one-seventh per cent.,
was awarded the beautiful banner
which it had presented to the
Australasian Union to be used as a
stimulus to work. Tasmania, for
the fourth year, holds the mission-
ary banner.

The banner of Christian-citizen-
ship work was won by South Aus-
tralia. Qne of the good things
which South  Austealia hopes soon
to complete is a temperance primer.

All the colonial Unions have been
requested to initiate steps toward
the establishment of a policy of
dealing with the liquor traffic which
will unite a majority of the Chris-
tian public, and lead to successful
legislation. In Melbourne, a Chris-
tian-citizenship lcague of forty
members, Christian Endeavorers
and others, has been organized,
and promises to do good work.

4
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The closing evening saw a
crowded bwilding, and an imposing
array of promiment numsters on the
platform. When asked to reaflirm
their principles, thosc in the body
of the hall responded as one. A
splendid chotr rolled out **Rock of
Ages,” and in a hush of consecra.
tion the convention that had begun
with fervor closed with power.— 7%e
C. E. World.

Here and There.

Its Tenth Anaiversary.

The C. E. society of the Congre-
gational church, Woodstock, Ont.,
celebrated its tenth aaniversary,
Nov. 14th, by a social gathering to
which all young people of the con.
gregation were invited. Letters of
greeting were received from Rev.
A, F. McGregor, our former pastor,
and from Mr. Robinson, of Hagers-
ville, and Rev. R. Hopkin, Mon-
treal, who organized the society.—
J. R. Barc.

Caledonia.

At the last regular meeting of the
Caledonia E. L. of C. E., twenty-
one new active members were wel-
comed intothe society. The weekly
meetings here are steadily increas-
ing in numbers and interest, and
the whole organization is taking on
new life. Our League-workers are
very much encouraged.

Lambton County.

Lambton Christian Endeavorers
have been againsuccessful in carr) -
ing off Banner No. 1 at the Mon-
treal Convention for the most satis-
factory report and for work accom-
plished.

Now, Endeavorers, as a Union,
tet us hold that which we have re-
ceived and let us work more earn-
estly than ever for the cause for
which we stand *‘For Christ and
the Church.” Let us also do all
we can to make our coming con-
vention in Forest on Tuesday and
Vednesday, Jan. 3oth and 3ist,
1900, the best that has ever been
held in the county.

The Executive Committee has
made full arrangements for the pro-
gramme which they trust will bene-
fit all who attend. Let us go pre-
pared for a feast of good things.—
HEexRY BIRD, County Sccretary.

Lakelet.

An Epworth League was organ-
ized in the Methodist church in this
place a little over a year ago by the
pastor, Rev. A. E. Smith. This is
a country appointment, and it was
remarked by some that it would
hardly be possible to sustain a
League. The very contrary has
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been the result. The League has
well advanced in numbers and very
mteresting meetings have been held
throughout the year. Attheregular
meeting last Thursday evening, the
plan for a Forward Movement in
nussions was troduced; twenty-
five names were enrolled as adopt-
ing the systematic method of giving
two cents per week, ctc. The
president of this League is not a
young man in years, as his silvered
locks would indicate, but he is
young in spirit and thotoughly in
touch with the young people and is
reverenced and beloved by all.  We
expect great things from Lakelet
Leaguc in the future.—Ep. Era.

A Thanksgiving Service.

Dromore Christian Endeavor so-
ciety held a missionary Thanks-
giving service a short time ago
which was a complete success. Al-
though the weather was somewhat
unfavorable, a large crowd as-
sembled, the basement bLeing com-
fortably filled.

The mecting was led by the Mis-
stonary Committee, opened by sing-
ing, reading of Scripture lesson and
praver. A good programme was
given consisling of solos, quartettes,
and choir-singing, also speeches
and essays on missionary work were
given by different members. We,
as a sociely, have great reason to
thank God that we have such a high
privilege of working in Hisvineyard
and hope we may more faithfully
perform our duties always willing
to go forth where Christ leads the
way.

An Evening with Tennyson.

On Wednesday, Nov. gth, a very
pleasant evening was spent by the
Y. P. S. C. E. of Dunbarton Pres-
byterian church. The president,
Mr. Blue, occupied the chair.

The programme consisted of a
sketch of Tennyson's life by the
president, and selections from Ten-
nyson's poems were read or recited
by different members of the society.

Miss Maggie Annan's violin solo
was well received, as also were two
solos from Miss Brown and a duet
by the Misses Parker and Cowan.
Refreshments were served during
the evening. Miss Strickland’s
earnest appeal just before the meet-
ing closed, willlong be remembered
by many.—Cour.

From Madoc.

The Gospel of John was studied
during the month of October and
part of November, not only by the
young people of the League, but by
the whole congregation. Being
without a church, wehadthel. O. F.
Hall two nights a week (Tuesday
and Thursday) for our meectings.

The former is the reguilar League
mght, the Jattes the regular church
prayer meetng night. After reading
the Gospel by all, the pastor led the
whole congregation through a study
of the book as oulined in the excel-
lent analysis by Prof. Hanull, It
was bothinstructive and interesting.
Special interest was aroused among
old and young alike, and the bene-
fits were evident. Perhaps these
will be best illustrated if I tell you
what a busy mother told me—that
it was the best preparation for the
November sacramental service that
she had ever known. On the whole,
I consider our readings and studies
were a success. This year many
are pledged to read the Parables
through during the current month
one a day till the whole thirty-one
are covered. This I will follow
with a normal study in outline.—
Rev. S. T, Bartlett.

An Inspiring Revival.

Stratford has been enjoying one
of the greatest revivals in its history
and as a result some cight hundred
have expressed their determination
to live Christian lives. The En-.
deavor societies are all feeling the
benefit of the revival. St. Andrew’s’
C. E. has had thirty-three names
added (o its roll, and the Cenfrai
Methodist E. L. of C. E., received
forty new active members at its last
consecration service.

In the Central Methedist church
an Intermediate and also a Junior
society have been fo.med and both
promise to be very successful.

The C. E. Union are planaing to
send Christmas dinners to every
family in the city who otherwise
would go without,

Miss Jessic Duncan, a former
vice-president of Knox C. E., but
now a missionary in Neemuch,
India, is home on furlough. The
Local C. E. Union is to have the
pleasure of hearing her speak at its
next rally to be held in January.

e
From the Ontario
Treasurer.

BEG to acknowledge with
thanks the receipt of the follow-
ing contributions to the werk of
the Ontario Provincial Union for the

month of October, 1§g9:

Two dollars from the following socicties :
Bolsoser. Carluke Presbyterian, Bleaheim
Presbyterian, Treaton, King Street Mcethe-
dist, Middleville. Galt, Kaox Presbyterian,
Petrolea, Hamilton, Erskinc Presbyterian,
St. Thomas, Knox Preshyterian, Lanark,
Zion Congregational, Vittoria Union, To-
ronto, Cookc’s Presbyterian, Toronto,
Broadway Tabernacle, ‘Seaforth  Presby-
tenan, Hillsburg,  St._Andrew’s  church,
Arnprior, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian.

One dollar from the following socictics :
Galt, Centeal Presbyterian, Hensall, Carmel



Prc!by(erﬂnn. Plains, East Methodist. Inger.
soll, St Paul s Presbytcnian, Godersch Town-
ship Caion, North Pelham, Hamidton, Furst
Methodist, Foronto, Dovercourt Road Bap.
tist, Toronto, Central Presbyterian, London,
Southern Congregational, Toronto, Dover-
court Road Presbyterian, Moorctown, Ayr,
Knox Presbyterian, Biyth  Presbytenan,
Eden, London, St. George's Episcopal, Can.
field Mcthodist, Lindsay Presbyterian, Dun-
barton, London, Chalmers i’rcsb)’lenan.
Hornby Union, Kingston, Princess Streat
Methodist, London, Centennial Methodist,
McCnmmon Presbytenan, Toronto, North-
ern Congregational. Hamilton, Immanucl
Congregational, Hamilton,German Evangeli-
cal, Beamsville Baptist, Moore Line Presby-
terian, St. Cathanines, Congregational,
Parey Sound Mcthodist, Warwick, Zion
Congregational, Churchville Methodist, Tra-
falgar, Dundas St. Presbyterian, Hamilton,
Guthrie Presbyterian, Berlin, United Breth-
ren, Altona, Hamilton, Herkimer Baptist,
London, Wellington Strect Methodist,
Heckston Union, Leith Presbyterian, Villiers
Union, Toronto, Olivet, Camlachic, Knox,
Columbus Presbyterian, Grand Bend Pres.
byterian, Westport Methodist, Blackheath
Presbyterian, Clarcmont Methodist, Londom,
Christ church Episcopal, Tintern Methodist,
Avonbank Presbytenian, Ottawa, Reformed
Episcopal, Edgar, Beth Congregational
Brooklin Methodist, Ventnor Presbyterian,
Preston Presbytenan, Gananoque, Grace
Methodist, Maxville Congregational, Wales
Presbyterian, Gananoque, St. Andrew's
Presbyterian, West Lorne Presbyterian, To-
ronto, !ope Congregational, Tavistock
Presbyterian, Holstein Peesbyterian, Ham
den Presbyterian, Kinnaird, United Wor{:
ers, Westwood Presbyterian, Elma Mctho-
dist, \Wyecombe Mcthodist, Hamilton, Mec.
Nab Strect Presbyterian, Flesherton, Chal-
mers’ Presbylenan, Annan, Hamilton, Burk-
holder Methodist, Stratford. St. Andrew's
Presbyterian, Westficld Methodist, Holmes-
ville, Kincardine. Knox Presbyterian, Lon.
don, Memonal Episcopat, Pans Congrega-
twnal, Westwood Methodist, Keene Presby-
terian, Kingston. Sydenham Stecet Mctho-
dist, Poplar Hill, Disciples of Christ, St.
Mary's Method:st, Gravenhurst Methodist,
Hagersville Mcthodist, Brockville, Wall St,
Methodist. St. Thomas Disciples, Hzmilton,
Waesley Mcthodist, London, First Methodist,
Preston Lutheran, Brusscls, Melvalle Pres-
byterian, Mastintown Unijon, Scotland Con-

regational, Uabridge Preshyterian, Beach-

urg  Presbyterian, Oriliia  Presbyterian,
Barric Congregational, Blyth Mcthedist,
AilsaCraig Presbyterian, Hurdman's Bridge
Union, Bervic lﬁlion. Portland Mecthodist,
Toronto, Bloor St, Presbyterian, Toronto,
Church of the Ascension, Episcopal. South-
ampton, Guelph, Church of Chnist.

Various amounts from the following xadic-
ties: Cullodan Presbyterian. gsoc.; West
Williams, s16.: Plum Creck, soc.; Brock-
ville, First Presbyterian, St,c0, Ottawa,
C. E Union, Sas; Hamlet Episcopalian,
soc.; Milldale Friends. soc.; Kingston Pres-
;)e-tcrinn. soc.; Clear Creek, s0c.; Hamiiton,

rox Presbyterian, $3. rawall, Knox
Presbyterian, $5; Watford, Grace church, goc.

W. J. DonERTY,

508 Gray Street, London.
-2

“ London 1900.”

It having been found impossible
1o make satisfactory arrangements
with Canadian Steamship Co.'s or
with lines touching at Casnadian
ports, for the transportation of the
Canadian Endecavorers who desire
to attend the great London Conven-
tion in 1900, without involving finan-
cial responsibility that could not be
assumed, the Canadian C.E. Coun-
cil have endorsed the plans of the
United Society, Boston, of which

o 7

Hum from the Hives

they are now prepared to furnish
full particulars. Vessels have been
chartered by the United Society
and as twenty-five different States
and Canada have joined forces with
them, success is assured. Berths
on the stcamers are now being
allotted in the order of applicatior,
and we therefore urge Canadians
who are contemplating this trip to
write for circulars at once to C. J.
Atkinson, Secretary Canadian C. E.
Council, 26 Langley Ave., Toronto.

A,
The Best Christmas Gift

of All

In choosing a Christmas gift for
a friend what can afford more pres-
ent or lasting pleasure than a sub-
scription to The Youth's Companion?
The delight with which it is wel-
comed on Christmas morning is re-
newed every week in the year.
The charm of it isdisclosed little by
little as the months run their course.
There is no household in which it
will not prove an inspiration.

Those who wish to present a
year's subscription to 2 friend may
also have the beautiful new Com-
panion Calendar for 1900 sent with
it. This Calendar is a reproduc-
tion in twelve color printings of
three exquisite designs by a cele-
brated American artist, a member
of the American Water-Color So-
cicty. In addition to this all the
issues of The Companion for the re-
maining weeks of 1899 are sent free
from the time subscription is re-
ceived for the new volume.

Iltustrated Announcement Num-
ber containing a full prospectus of
the volume for 1900 sent free to any
address. THE YouTn's COMPANION,
203 Columbus Ave., Boston, Mass.

A

Odds and Ends.

Little Johnny—Pa, is it true that
fishermen are always liars? Pa—
Not at all, Johnny, not at all; and
I ought to know, for, thoughl do
say it, I suppose there never was a
fisherman in this world who could
compete with your father.—Boston
Transcripl.

There are so many cough medi-
cines in the market, that it is some-
times difficult to tell which to buy;
but if we had a cough, a cold or
any affliction of the throat or
Jungs, we would try Bickle's Anti-
Consumptive Syrup. Those who
have used it think it is far ahead of
ali other preparations recommended
for such complaints. The little
folks like it as it is as pleasant as

syrup. . T
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‘‘Maude says she is madly in love
with her new wheel.” ** Huh! An-
other case where man is displaced
by machinery.”

Are your corns harder to remove
than those that others have had?
Have they not had the same kind ?
Have they not been cured by using
Holloway's Corn Cure? Try a
bottle.

“*Dah am some parents,” said
Uncle Eben, ‘‘dat hab a keerlesss
way ob ‘casionally makin’ er boy
feel like he was gittin’ licked fob
not lyin' 'bout what he done.”

Do not delay in getting relief for
the little folks. Mother Graves'
Worm Exterminator is a pleasant
and sure cure. If you love your
child why do you let it suffer when
a remedy is so near at hand?

Harry—I do n't want you to wash
my face. Grandmother— Why?
I've washed my face three times a
day since I was a little girl. Harry
—Yes, and just see howit’s shrunk.

CAN ReECOMMEND IT.—Mr. Enos
Bornberry, Tuscarora, writes : “F
am pleased to say that DR. THOMAS"
EciLecTRic O1L1s all that you claim
it to be, as we have been using it
for years, both internally and exter-
nally, and have always received
benefit fromitsuse. Itis our family
medicine, and I take great pleasure
in recommending it."”

A CAREFULLY PREPARED PiiL.—
Much time and attention were ex-
pended in experimenting with the
ingredients that enter into the com-
position of Parmeclee's Vegetable
Pills before they were brought to
the state in which they were first
offered to the public. Whatever
other pills may be, Parmelee's Vege-
table Pills are the result of much
expert study, and all persons suffer-
ing from dyspepsia or disordered
liver and kidneys may confidently
accept them as being what they are
represented to be.

Do n't judge the contents of a
man's head by the size of his hat.

Do n’t blame the upright piano if
it's a downright nuisance; blame
the player.

Do n't go without the things you
need in order 1o get the things you
do n't"'want.

Do n't marry a
afraid of a mouse,
busy regretting it.

Do n't get the idea into your
head that the baby cuts teeth; it's
the teeth that cut the baby.

Do n’t think Lecause a girl loves
you from the bottom of her heart
that there is n't plenty of room at
the top.—Exchange.

girl who is n't
or you'll be kept
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PETER PUSHEM’S PREMIUMS

Generous offers

for all those securing Herald subscriptions.

For 5 Subscriptions at 40c. each—

Your choice of (1} a goid
C. E. Pin; (2) 75 cents worth of C. E.
supplies; (3) A well-bound Bible; (4) a
pair of silver cuff links; (5) any three vol-
umes of the Moody Colportage Library
(list on application).

For 10 Subscriptions at 40c. each—

Your choice of (1) a set of
Sheldon’s works in case; (2) Newell
Dwight Hillis’ new waork, “Great Books
as Life-Teachers’; (3) rolled-gold cuff
links; (4) a splendid stem wind and set
nickel case American movement watch
—a good timekeeper(a snap forthe boys).
(5) Any six of the Moody Colportage

L:brary, (6) Andrew Murray’s two great

bocks, ‘ With Chrlst in the School of
Prayer” and “The Ministry of Inter-
cession;” (7) a first-class Bible; (8)

C. E. supplies to the value of $1.50.

For 15 Subscriptions at 40c. each—

Your choice of (1) a splen-
did Teacher’s Bible; (2) A list of books
to be sent on application; (3) beautiful
sterling siiver cuff links, engraved; (4)
a hymn-book of your own denomination,
best binding; (5) a solid gold C. E.charm.

Every subscriber you se-
cure is entitled to a free copy of the Can-
adian C. E. Handbook for 1900.

like the HERALD.

The close of the year is a good time to push the claims of a paper
A vigorous ecanvass will give every reader a
chance to secure one or more of the above beautiful gifts.
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