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METHODIST MISSIONARY NOTICES,

DECEMBER, 1877.

ANNIVERSARY OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE
METHODIST CHURCH OF CANADA.

Ox Sablath, Sept. 30th, 1877, the Rev. Dr. Ryersox, President
of the General Conference, Iad engaged to preach in Brockville, but
severe indispesition preventing the fulfi ment of his promise, his placa
was supplied by the Rev. Anexasprr Surnepnaxp, Sceretary-1reas-
urer; and in the evening the Rev. Grorce Dovaras, L.1.D., Viee
President of the General Conference, and President of the \Io itreal
Counference, conducted the service.  Both oceasions weve distinguished
by attentive and reverential audiences, who listened to these gified

ministers of Christ with mueh delight and profit.

The anniversary mecting of the
Socicty was held on Tuesday even-
ing, Oct. 2nd. A good audience as-
sembled, and manifested much
interest in the proceedings.

A few minutes alter seven o’clock
the service was opened by the Rev.
LELiAS BRErriLE, President of the
Nova Scotia Couference, who gave
out a hymn, and afterwards led the
congregation in prayer.

The Rev. DRr. \WooD then intro-
duced Mr. SHERIFF PATRICK, who
had been requested by the Com-
mittee to occupy the chair.

The CHAIRMAN felt much interest
in contrasting the past with the
present,—the days when Elder Case,
with a few converted Indians, used
to attend some of our meetings, with
the present, when our missions ex-
tend all over this great Dominion,
and when our missionaries, not con-
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tent with so large a field, have gone
to preach the gospel in far distant
Japan.  He wtusted the meciing
would give an impulse to our mission
work, and develop the spirit ot Liber-
ality among the people.

The Rev. ExocH \Woob, D.D,
Senior Missionary Sccretary, then
read an abstract of the General
Report, showing the present cn-
couraging state “of the woik in the
lndmn Foreign, and Domestic
Missions. The abstract contained
numerous interesting extracts from
letters of missionaries, which may be
read i full in the published Report
of the Society for the present year.

The financial statement was pre-
sented by the Rev. A. SUTHERLAND,
Secretary-Treasurer.  The r'ollowmw
is a synopsis of Income and L\pcn-
diture :—
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The Rev. James Gray, President
of the London Conference, moved as
follows :—-* That the Report, an ab-
stract of which has now been read,
be adopted and published.”

He thought the Report was one
which must commend iself to cvery
Christian heart. It was a wonderful
document. There was nothing cqual
to it in the Dominion. The cost of
publishing it was large, but the ficld
was large,and it required anestended
report to cover the ground. The Re-
port represented more than appeared
upon its face. It represented the toil
of the devoted missionaries, thecfforts
of our self-denying collectors and the
liberality of our people. The days of
moral heroism had net passed away.
There were men on many parts of
our mission field whose names and
labours were an honour to the
Christian Church. Such men in the
past as Rundle and Evans; such
men in later years as the two Youngs
and the martyred George McDougall.
Yes, it had cost much to publish the
Report, but it was worth more than
it cost. \What would our country have
been without the saddle-bag brigade
of the past. We would not have
krown as much about our grand Do-
minion as we do had it not been for
the work of our missionaries in Mani-
toba, and the Saskatchewan, and
British Columbia, and clsewhere.
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Nations had gained much by mis-
sionary toil. Individuals, too, had
gained much.  Vast n ambers of
ln(li.\ns and of white men had been
brought to God, and finally to
hcavm as the result of mis sionary
labour. \Vhile he rejoiced in the
success of the past,he longed for the
swifter spread of the m)spcl ; and he
longed to sce the Society placed ina
better financial state.  Ile hoped a
noble key-note would be struck to-
night.

The Rev. S. . HuesTis, of Hali-
fax, seconded the resolution. It was
the- first time he had found himself
in the hands of the sheriff ; but he
would get out of his hands as soon as
possible. 1le cordially seconded the
resolution. He hoped that, when pub-
lished, the Report would not lic in the
studies of the preachers,but be spread
abroad amonyg the people. The debt
of the Socrcty was a serious matter ;
but it need not appalus. lle trusted
a noble effort would be made to pay
it during the present year.  Ie had
no sympnhy with croakers, who
thought the glory was departed since
we ceased to talk about cannibal

Fiji. \We had a gloious fiekd at
home.  He had the privilege of

spending last winter in Berinu. la,
onc of our mission districts, and he
wou! 'd give a few factsabout the work
in thosu islands. It was about the
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end of last century that the first
Wesleyan missionary landed in Ber-
muda.  He was bitterly opposed; a
law passed prohibiting his work,and
because he would not obey, he was
cast into prison.  \We have now four
missionaries in Bermuda, congrega-
tions amounting to about 2,000,mem-
bers, 500,  He had attended many
of their meetings, and could bear
testimony to the excellent Christian
character of the members.  He had
examined some of the Sunday-
schools, and he never found an equal
knowledge of the Scriptures in any
Sunday-school in Canada. He at-
tended their missionary anniver-
saries. The churches were beauti-
fully decorated with a variety of
flowers, and the liberality of the
people was remarkable. These poor
coloured people had contributed last
year some $8co, Besides this, they
gave liberally for the support of their
own ministers.  They were now
building a new church in the town of
Hamilton. He submitted these facts
conce ning one of the Socicty’s mis-
sion fields, and seconded ihe resolu-
tion.

The Rev. GEORGE YOUNG, Presi-
dent of the Toronto Conference,
moved the second resolution :—
“ Resoloed,—That we gratefully ac-
knowledge the goodness of Almighty
God in preserving the lives and
blessing the Libours of the agents of
this Society during the past year;
and we devoutly regard the nume-
rous conversions which have taken
place on many of the mission fields
as affyrding the best ground for the
joyful conviction, * The best of all is,
God is with us.””

He was reminded of a meeting of
the Missionary Committee ten years
ago in the town of Whitby. That
Committee was startled not a jitle
by statcments made by the Rev.
George McDougall concerning the
needs of the Noirth-west,——statements
which led afterwaids to the strength-
ening of the mission band in that ex-
tensive counury. In Manitoba we
had at present some eight churches,
and missions in various directions.
He visited that country in the month

Missionary Sociely.

of July, in company with the Sec.-
Treasurer, and  they found the
missionaries working faithfully in
carrying the gospel to the settlers.
Then the work had extended in
various other directions,—in the
Saskatchewan, British  Columbia,
and Japan. “Uhe protection enjoyed
by our missionaries was something
remarkable. Till George McDougall
fell, not onc of our mussionaties in
the North-west had fallen in the field.
The wotk having extended, the ex-
penditwre had incrcased, and the in-
come was not keeping pace with that
expenditure.  There were three ways
of meeting the dificulty :—1. By
recalling sume of our missionaries ;
2. By reducing their already small
allowances ; or, 3. By bringing up
the income. He was sure the last was
the only propositionthe Church would
think of adopting, and he hoped it
would be adopted heartily. As a
Church we could easily grapple with
the debt. How could it be done?
We could all go f: cth resolved to do
all in our power tospread awong the
people a just conception of the great-
ness of the work. (The speaker
then referred at some length to the
value of the labours of the late
George McDougall in preparing the
Indians to make a treaty with the
Government.] 't would be impossi-
ble to overestimate the value of those
labours in promoting peace.  Then
the spiritual results were glotious. In
a tour which he made, of some 1,200
miles, among the northern missions,
he found an carnest desire among
the natives for missionaries and
teachers.  He hoped such efforts
would be made to increase the in-
terest of the people in the work, and
result in a vastly increased income.
T. M. LEwIs, Esq., of Yarmouth,
N. S, scconded theiesolution. He
ought to feel loyal to the institutions
of this country, for his great-grand-
father was onc of the party who
clambered up the Heights of Abra-
ham and conquered that province for
England. Every one had heard the
song of “ Joha Brown.” Our futhers
had fallen, but their souls yet went
¢ marching on.” He gloried in this
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blessed work, and, according to his
ability, did what he could on some of
the missions in his own country.
The debt was a serious matter, but
there was every prospect of better
times this year. Many a man with
a generous heart had been hindered
during the past years of depres-
sion from doing all he would; but
this year we have a glorious harvest.
Europe needs the grain, and there
can be no doubt we shall be in a
better position a year hence.

The Rev. JOoHN PRINCE, President
of the New Biunswick Conference,
movedthenextresolution:--Resalzed
—*“That we rejoice in the encourag-
ing amount of support which,in a
year of unusual financial stringency,
has been cheerfully given to this
Society. Nevertheless, we feel that
the state of the treasury and the
needs of the work are such as call
loudly for still increased liberality,
and we cherish the confident hope
that the goodness of God, so striking-
ly displayed in the abundant harvest
of the present year, will call forth
such practical acknowledgments as
will relieve the Society of its present
embarrassment, and enable it to
spread the gospel more widely
through the new settiements of this
Dominion, and among the heathenin
lands beyond.”

We werc engaged in a great cnter-
prise ; for it was one which had ori-
ginated not in the mansions of the
great, nor in the halls of the learn-
ing, but in counsels of the infinitely
merciful God. A great enterprise, for
many of the noblest human hearts
were engaged in it to-day. A great
enterprise, if we consider its extent.
The sun never set upon the mission
work of the Churches. True, the
wealth of the world was not all with
us,—the learning of the world was
not all with us,—hut “the best of all
was God was with us” A gieat en-
terprise, if we considerits resources.
Millions are daily praying; “Thy
kingdom come.” God would yet
answer that prayer. This enterprise
had resources of faith and love, and
material wealth beyond what we
generally realized. There were diffi-
culties in the way, but these difficul-
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ties could be overcome. Unbelief
said we could not convert the world,
—we had better keep our money;
but faith said all difficulties could be
overcome,because God had promised
togive his Son the heathen for his in-
heritance. There was a mighty power
in faith to lift the woirld up to God.

JOHN MacvonNALD, Esq., M.P,
seconded the resolution. He said we
could not separate from the history,
the civilization, the education, and
the social life of this country, the
work of this Society, without distort-
ing the facts of the history. Themen
who in past years carried on this
work, preached a sound doctrine,
and their mantles had fallen upon
worthy successors. The M. E.
Church of the United States spent
on their Indian woik last year a
little over $3,000 : we had spent in
the same time over $31,000. The
policy ofour neighbours had been
one of extesmination, ours had been
one of peace. The result was, in the
United States there was constant
strife and bloodshed, while in our
country the Indians had cheerfully
ceded vast tracts of territory to the
Dominion Government. And this
result was largely due to thc pre-
paratory work of our missionaries,
notably of George McDougall. If
our cause were not of God, the ex-
penditure of our money would be
foolish ; if it were of God, we were not
doing enough. We ought to havean
income this year of $250,000. The
Church could well giveit; but they
would never do so till they imbibed
the spirit of the first petition of the
Lord’s prayer. Until we had men
fired with the missionary spirit, our
givings would be paltry. He trusted
the manifest tokens of the divine
goodness would prompt to greatly in-
creased liberality during this year.

The Rev. J. GoopIsoN, President
of the Newfoundland Conference,
supported the resolution, which was
carried unanimously.

A vote of thanks was then passed
to the collectors, ministers and other
friends of the Society, and to Mr.
SHERIFF PATRICK for his saivices,
after which the doxology was sung
and the benediction pronounced.
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JAPAN.

INTERESTING JOURNATL OF AMISSIONARY TOUK IN JAPAN.

BY TULE REV.

I want to give you an account of
the kind of evargelistic work for
which I plead, and which the District
meeting has mentioned in the me-
moiial. I give you the account as
fuil as I can at present, and would
like, if you think it proper, to have
as much published as you may think
fit to appcar in print.

In Tokio you are aware, at a very
early date after my arrival, I started
a bible-class for the university stu-
dents, consisting at first of Bro.Coch-
ran’s converts, and so got into con-
nection with men from all parts of
the country. About a month ago
word came from a place in the in-
terior to a student, a stranger to me,
that they had heard aiittle about the
way of Jesus and wanted to hear
more fiom a missionwy.  The
student referred to communicated
with our friends, and they came to us
with this request. I made enquiries
and found the place to beamong the
hills, and to be probally a safe
place for the summer, and had them
write that 1 would come if they
would provide a house. They wiote
back that they would not only pro-
vide a house, but come to Tokio to
conduct me to the place. Asthe place
was beyond Hakoene, where our fam-
ilies had arranged to spend the heat
of the summer, 1 arranged with them
to meet me on the other side, so as
to conduct me through the moun-
tains. Of course I had to take a
teacher along as an interpreter, as
my Japanecse is at best only about
four or five months old.

July 20th.—Our company, armed
with passporis good for forty days,
left Tokio for the mountains, and
journeyed two days, at first by rail
to Yokohama, and then by jins ikshas
along the Tokaido, or gieat highway,
and then by means of kangos or on
foot up the mountain to Hakone,

C. S. EBY, U.A.

where we found 2 fine lake and a
cool heme. Riding in kangos is
not the casiest operation in the
woild.  You have to double yourself
up like a jack-knife, and stow your-
self in a clothes-basket with the sides
out, and then be jogged along sus-
pended from a pole carried on the
shoulders of two coolies. Itis cer-
tainly an improvement on railriding,
but only one remove. We reached
Hakone Saturday, where I rested
over Sunday, saw the .good people
comfortably fixed for their summer’s
rest, and then on Monday started off
with my teacher for my summer’s
change.

Before spraking particularly about
our work here, I will givea word or
two of explanation, which will serve
to make future statements more in-
telligible, especially with regard to
names of places, &c.

All Japan is now divided into
thirty-six divisions, called fc7, con-
taining on an average about a
m.llion souls each, over which a gov-
crnor is placed.  Some of them, of
course,are more populous than others.
Onc of the small mountain kens by
the name of Vamanosii, containing
a population of 320,000, isthe place
where the wotk of which 1 write is
going on. In the midst of moun-
tains, clad in rich verdure, in the
valley of the river Fujikawa, is situ-
ated the village of Nambr,a place,
with the village across the river,
within reach of some 1,000 houses,
or perhaps 4,000 souls, and this is
the scene of my present operations.
In this ken are 4,428 temples for
the worship of Buddha, and the
Shintoo deities. In this part of
this village there are three very re-
spectable temples. In this ken some
500 vears ago, a Buddhist priest by
the name of Nickiren arose, who
revived the decaying religion, built



Japaa.

a famous monastery on a mountain
about nine miles from here, which is
to-day a celebrated centre ot Bud-
dhist power. | hope to visit it ina
few days.®* The Nichiren sect is very
exclusive and bigoted. But on the
whole the religion of Buddha is un-
popular in Yamanoshi, on account
of the ignorance and licentiousness
of the priests. The people of this
ken have always been known for
their positive, rugged, stubborn char-
acter. They rebelled against the
introduction of new laws, and a man
of steiling ability, and rather trouble-
some to the head government on
account of his restless push, was
sent out here as governor, and he
has reduced them by wisdom and
kindness into a model ken. In Ya-
manoshi city, two days’ walk up the
valley from here, there is a fine hos-
pital with branches here and all
through the ken, to which they try
to attract the best talent. Schools
are established in all the villages
The observance of the Sabbath made
law for schools and offices. The
ridiculous topknot of the Japanese
headdress has been abolished, and
other reforms introduced by law,
which after a little opposition won
the approbation of the people.

Now in each village there is the
head magistrate, the Zuc/o, a second
one Zocito, and then there are regis-
trar, assessor and some other officials
who make up the municipal council.
The police force of a number of men
1s appointed by the ken and immedi-
ately responsible to the headquarters
in Yamanoshi city. A Mr. Kondo,
a man of some 35 years, of great pop-
ularity, and had in honour of all the
people, has charge of all the school
interests of Namk., and this cluster
of villages ; has a pivate school for
the study of Chinese of his own, and
is the representative of the people in
the government of the ken.  He, his
father, and grandfather secm to be
all of them worthy of the honour ac-
corded them. Then here and in the
immediate neighbourhood is quite a
large number of teachers, and in the
two branches of the hospital within
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reach, a number of doctors and offi-
cial characters.

Now in this ken there is 70 Chris-
tian teacher. Occesionally a mission-
ary has made a flying visit through
and preached.  But they have heard
about the way of Jesus, and onc was
specially drawn to study Christianity
by reading Guizot's History of Civi-
lization. “The result was that they
decided to form a club, call a mis-
sionary and study the matter of
Christianity, and then if they liked
it, to try to have it introduced. So
Mr. Kondo wrote to his friend at
the university at Tokio, and the re-
sult was that [ happened, 1 trust
providentially, to be the missionary
who was invited to come and tell the
story of the cioss to these seckers
after truth in Nambu,

I will send you a sketch of some
notes I am taking ecach day, for of
course the matter is only in its in-
ception, as I have been here only
about a week, and the end is not yet
to be scen.

July 23rd.—As my time was short
for the distance I had to go to-day,
I took a kango down the mountain.
The last time until I can’t help my-
self. Oh, the shaking, and once the
bearers fell down and spilt basket and
its contents out on the stony road.
My interpreter, Mr. Hirvwa, onc of
our young men on trial, had gone
ahead and we met at A\Zshima at
the foot of the mountain. Thence
we took jinrtkshas. Passed through
Numadzu, saw the charred remains
of their beautiful academy, which
had been burned out of hatred to the
teachings of Christ allowed there.
From DBro. Meacham’s house we
furnished ourselves with a supply of
Gospels in Japanese. Pushed on to
Yoshiwara, where Bro. Meacham
had opened his commission, but
police interference had closed up his
way. Here we were met by one of
the doctors of the Nambu hospital,
who henceforth took charge of us,
arranged ‘and conducted the rest of
the journey. He took us on at once *
to- Molo-icki-ban, where are some
very nicely flitted up iodine baths.



<60

We were put into a pretty little
house having a large upstairs 100m,
with a splendid view of the moun-
tains in every direction, and especi-
ally of grand, old, snow-crowned
Fujisan, which stands as a king
amid these hills. We were visited
by doctors and other friendly people
of the place, the kucke amongst
others.

July 24th.—Early in the morning
we started in force, each with a
jimiksha, each jimiksha with two
coolies, diiving tandem style. These
men were an improvement on most
jinriki coolies, strong and jolly and
polite. Up the valley, up the hills,
where it was steep of course we
walked, and enjoyed the glorious
scenery unfolding at every step, over
one range of hills down into a valiey
again, and over the great bed of a
little river, which periodically be-
comes a great one, up again on the
other side, over another range of
hills, down to the edge of a river
flowing Dbetween precipitous rocks.
Over this we had to pass one by one
on a suspension bridge made of
young bamboos. That was no joke.
Several ropes of twisted split bam-
boos weie thrown from edge to
edge, a distance of perhaps 130 feet,
Across these, bamboo stalks an inch
thick, four or five inches apart, were
placed, then single planks placed
end to end along the whole length of
the bridge. It required a good deal
of nerve to keep my balance on the
swaying, heaving thing, with the
roaring river at the bottom of the
chasm, clearly seen through the
bamboos, and only one plank under
my feet. Got over safely, and on we
went over another pass in the hills,
into the valley of /ujikawa, and up
this into the province of Koshu. As
we penetrated the mountains 1
noticed a marked thange in the
people, more hearty-looking, less
nakedness, more clothes, more po-
litencss, schoolhouses every few
miles, and in the evening, as the
scholars went home;one had a flag,
the honour place of the class,and all
marched offtogether. Aswe passed
them, they ranged themselves on the
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side of the road and saluted us with
a very low bow, and then passed
on.

We could casily tell when we
entered the Yamanoshi ken, by the
absence of the topknots, and the
presence of abundant growth of hair
on the top of the head, where the
Japanese generally shave off a place
to make room for the topknot, which
is brought up from behind. It was
evening when we arrived at Nambu,
and were welcomed at Mr. Kondo’s
house. First of all conducte 1 to the
bath room, and then furnished with a
good supper in true Japanese style—
guests hrst, family afterwards.

This house was formerly the chief
hotel of the village. Nothing very
magnificent, but very comfortable,
found soft filous, a sort of quilt laid
on the mats for beds, and no fleas,
for the first time sinceleaving home.
On our way here we stopped to call
on our Mr. Kondo’s father,who seems
to have charge of some public
matters in a village some three
miles from here. He wishes us to
come.and preach there, in either the
hospital or the school.

July 25th.—They took us to two
Buddhist temples, one of which 1
was to choose as my home and
church while in the village. One
was a very imposing and roomy
building, with ample space for a
crowd, and plenty of mats, lofty
ceilings, and fresh air, the other was
less pretentious, and not so nicely
furnished. Very naturally, but not
very wisely, 1 chose the large one.
And they went to work to fix up one
side of it for our comfort and use.
There was no priest to be seen, only
a sort of caretaker in a lhttle house
near by.

At three o’clock had a meeting
there of the big folks of the village,
kucho,focho, policemen, the member,
teachers, students, &c., &c., were
there, and we talked until five.
They scemed pleased,and we gave
them all the Gospels of Matthew we
had, as that was the book we were
going first to studv, and they wanted
to read for themselves. The village
people and officials are all satisfied,
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but the policemen arcin a quandary.
What is their duty in the matter?
What will head chief in Yamanoshi
say, if this thing is allowed? They
seem personally satisfied. Derean
work is going on, Chinese bibles are
in demand, English bibles are bor-
rowed by those who can read them,
and I sent off to Shidzuoka for more
bibles.

In the evening a very interesting
man came to talk with us, Mr.
Sano, onc of the stewards of the hos-
pital.  He is from a village three or
four miles from here. He has a
fine, large, honest, carnest face, and
seemed anxious for life. For eight
years he had given himself to the
study of Buddhism to satisfy his
heart and find peace. Had in spite
of the entreaties of friends gone into
the seclusion of the cloister to re-
nounce the world. But found no
real, full satisfaction and came down
again from his mountain seclusion.
Seeks still a resting-place.  We tolu
him of Jesus,he drank inthe message,
but told of the things he had learned
to believe, transmigration of soul,
&c., &c. And this way of faith in
Jesus was so new to him that he was
surprised and confounded. We had
of course a large gathering around
us as we talked.

July 26th.—Moved into temple,
fulons were sent up from Mr.
Kondo’s, and we were made comfort-
able, with a man to see after our
wants. Meals at present brought up
the hill from Mr. Kondo’s also. The
announcement of times of service
posted on a pillar of the temple.

At one o’clock they began to as-
semble, in spite of the rainand wind.
Had a company of twenty or more,
some of them coming at one o’clock,
and continuing at the study of the
bible nearly five hours, until after
six, greatly interested and asking
questions.  The people seemed
half ashamed of the Buddhist idols
and other furnishings of the temple.
Storm Dbecame tremendous. A
priest has now come to see after
this matter, and looked in on us.
Mr. Hiraiwa, my helper, asked
him some qu:stions about Bud-
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dhism, but he could answer noth-
ing. Said, “We are not worthy of
our calling ; have the name, but no
fruits.” At night ~» large mosquito
net was put up, as big as a common
room, under which we zlept. That
was a great day’s expeiience; my
church, a Buddhist temple in {all
running order: my platfoi.n 2 rug
on & mat, my pulpit, a lacquered
stool long used for Buddha’s sacred
books, and our service all afternoon
without interrupticn, and all in the
heart of Japan.

July 27th.—To settle the matter
about us the police chief has sent a
man to headquarters for orders, and
in the meantime, asks that we make
no demonstration to arouse the lower
ignorant people, but all who like to
come to talk with us are at liberty to
do so, until further orders are ob-
tained.

July 28th.—A brother of Mr.
Kando’s seems specially eager, and
came this morning before six o'clock
to talk with Bro. Hiraiwa about the
Bible.

Our brother in heaven, of whom
I wrote some time ago, has been
here before us. His father’s official
business led him to this village, and
he was a guest with his old friend,
Mr. Kando’s father. There he told
the story of his son’s conversion to
Christianity, his beautiful life, and
happy death. The story wasof course
repeated, and now I come with our
sainted brother’s bosom friend us
my helper, and as a preacher of the
same truth to the people. I hope
the old manis sowing the same seed
wherever he goes on his official
rounds.

Weather still stormy, but as many
as fifty people came to hear, and
were with us several hours. Tried
to make the way of Faith plain.
They removed the notice of hours of
service from inner pillar to the out-
side entrance to make it more prom-
ineit.

July 20th,—Sunday. At halt-past
four o’clock, ding dong went a
sonorous bell within the more sacred
parts of the temple. And then for
an hour and a-half in awfully sepul-
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chral tones, unintelligible prayers
were uttered, droned, chanted, and
chattered by turns.

At half-past seven o'clock, Mr.
Sane, with whom we had conversa-
tion on the evening of the 25th,came
up for a talk,—scveral other carnest
seuls with him. He said among
other things that yesterday’s sermon
was enough to convince any one of
the cxcelience of this way, but he
had studied Buddhism so long and
trusted it so completely, that he
would need more instruction about
Chaist to dislodge oldnotions, other-
wise he would ask to be baptized on
the spot.  In spite of continued rain
we had a congregation of thirty or
more at the public service at ten
o'clock.

A sccond priest has appeared on
the scene and is flitting about like a
small thunder cloud, repelling every
advance with a monosyllabic grunt.

1 missed familiar faces in the
afternoon, and after cur talk, detain-
ed Mr. Kando to enquire about them.
1 found that the high priest, who
lives row up in Minobasan, had got
wind of the goings on in his temple,
and as he is of the bigoted Nichiren
sect, ke could not endure it.  lad
sent the priests down, and then wrote
to the kucho protesting, and as he
did not like to come down from his
cool retreat, he demanded of the
kucho that he should come up and
see him. The kucho replied, that
we were here, and simpiy talking to
some people who wanted to hear
about Christ.  And then he posted
off himself, not to the high priest,
but to the governor of the ken, armed
with the Gospel of Matthew, and
what he could carry of the three
sermons he had heard, which he de-
clared were encugh to convince any
sane man.

Mr. Kando and the friends who
stayed with him, said they wanted
to build me a house and a church,so
as to be entirely independent of all
these outside inflzences. 1 explain-
cd our way of working, and of the
prospect of having native preachers
for such places who would servea
circuit and be with them constantiy,
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and that the wmissionaries would
plant the cause everywheie possible,
and frequently visit them.  They
scemed much pleased, and if present
appearances bear fult fruit, we wiil
have a self-supporting church here
in ayear or so, with chuich building
and parsonage.

In the evening they returned to
assure me I should not be troubled
about the opposition of the priests, or
of the 1udencss of the lower ignorant
people. 1 told them not to trouble
themselves about me, for [ was made
of neither sugar nor sait, but that
for peace sake, I would be willing to
live and preach in a less pretentious
place, and thus remove the cause of
trouble. They said the priest of the
other temple was willing that we
should go there, and would himself
have come to hear us, but for the
storms and some business matters.

July 30th.——Moved into the other
temple before noon. The priest
gave us free use of the whole build-
ing, so that we have really more
room than in the other, and—peace.
The temple is, exclusive of a sort of
verandah all round it, about 36 x 42.
Qur audience room is 22 x 30, and
can be enlarged at pleaswie. Sacred
cushions, and stands for holy books,
were fieely given for our use.  The
arrangements for the priest’s devo-
tions, with hicreglyphic prayers,
b s, immense” cuttle fish and all,
were stowed away in the corner, and
we are allowed the monopoly of
praying and preaching here. The
priest comes and devoutly listens.
People came f{rom the other side of
the river, and from over the moun-
tains, to sce and hear.andthen started
on their long walk home, carrying a
tract with them.

One of the stewards of the hospi-
tal was yesterday in Mr. Sano’s
village, some four or five miles from
here. The people began to enquire
of him, “ Have you reaily in Nambu
some people preaching about Jesus ?”
“Most certainly we have,” hereplied.
“\Vell, do you know whether a Mr.
Sano goces to hear them?”  “ Yes, |
know him, and he goes whenever he
can, he went to see them this morning
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carly, and had not returned when I
came away, and that was near noon.”
“ Well, that must be a good religion
then, if Mr. Sano believes in it.”
They look upon Mr. Sano as a holy
man and an oracle, and he has more
influence in his own village, than all
the glory of Minobasan with its high
priests and learned men. He has
gone himself to his home for a few
days. ! hope he will sow good seed
there. Although Buddhism is active
and powerful in great centres, in
these country places the common
sense of the better class of people
rebels against the low lives of many
of the priests : even our friend here
gets occasionally so drunk as to be
very foolish, after which, when sober,
he comes and begs pardon.

July 31st..--We have now a good-
natured old lady to sce after our
httle houschold matiers. During
the storm to-day, when it was thun-
dering, she asked Mr. Hiraiwa, “Is
that the God you are preaching
about?” e tricd to explain the
difference between God and thunder,
with what success 1 don’t knoaw.

The old priest thought at first we
must be Shintoo teachers, talking so
much about “ God. God,” and noth-
ing about Buddha. Ie is reading
the gospel and iistening attentivcdy.
Had a large number of people, many
new faces coming and ¢grinr A
Tong discussion about the saul, they
mamtaining that there would be afier
death no parsonal identity.

August 2nd.-—The old priest’s
head seems to be getting clearer.
Tells the old women and folks who
come to hear us that they can’t un-
derstand by hearing once, must
come often and they will understand
and sec that this is 2 most wonderful
religion, made for the whole world
and all sorts of people, which was
not true of Buddhism. e was tell-
ing Bro. Hiraiwa that he advised
the people to come and hear us, as
they would not care for him. He
said he didn’t care, he had his own
ficlds and was independent of the
village, and hc says he tells the
learned doctors and others, “ You
think you are very learned and know
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more than anybody, you must just
go and hear those men and sce how
little you know, and then bend your
proud hearts.” e really does his
best to cxplain the gospel to the
people who come and tuin in with
him before and after our service. We
can hear every word distinctly from
his little house.

The policeman has returned from
headquaiters. and brings orders to
let those people alone, and allow as
many to hear them as wish, as long
as they make no public demonstra-
tion. That’s a settler for all this
ken, I hope.

August 3rd.—The kucho has re-
turned. He did not sce the governor,
as he had been detained in some
distant place by the floods, conse-
quent on the continued stormy
weather, but he saw the chief of
police. He told him that any posi-
tive permission would be difficult to
obtain, in face of the law of the land
against Christianity, but that he and
his people could do as they liked
about the matter, and no one would
interfere with them.

Strangers still keep coming and
going, listening, then carrying away
a tract with them.  All the villages
around have us and osur woik as
subject of tallk; and some ask for
preaching. I amuranging to make
a trip around among them, but must
not be much away from here until
[ eer the sinke driven in.

‘That is just where we arc now
after cight or nine days’ woik. Sced
sown that will, I trust, in due time
bring a glad harvest.

Auguast 7th.—Two strange priests
came to sce us, | think of the
Nichiren scct. They purchased a
Gospel, and started off, saying they
would return when they had read
the book and prepared themselves.
They secmed greatly clated at get-
ting the Gospel. Their idea, however,
I think, is to study Christianity soas
to refute it, and warn the people
against it.—Let them uy. A third
priest also came and stayed nearly
all day. He is of the same scct as
our host, and like him, rather given
to drink. He also bought some
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portions of the Bible, saying that 1t
did not pay to be diinking all the
time, and he wanted something worth
studying.

August 8th.—1ad interesting ser-
vices as usual,without anything very
special.

August oth.—We had been asked
to visit several neighbowing villages,
and had arranged a ciicuit of ap-
pointments that I could visit in two
days and return to Nambu on the
evening of the second.  Started
carly this morning bv bLoat down
the torrent-like river. The boat is
carried along by the current, the
boaumen only steering and guarding
it off the rocks and shallows. Itis
about as exciting a t1ip as that down
the rapids of the St. Lawrence. The
boats are pulled up stream by means
of ropes and poles : the distance of
onc hour’s descent requires one day
to bring the boat back. Before
eight o'clock we 1eached Zeskhima,
found the temple of the village pre-
pared for us, idols and prayer
machinery were hid behind screens,
and atable was placed in front of
the sacred things, for our use. The
teacher of the public school came
marching in with his scholars : the
kucho and kocho and all the officials
came in ; and then a motley crowd
of men, women and children, whose
restlessness was very trying to onc'’s
neives. The people here did not
seem to be as intelligent or as ap-
preciative as at any other place we
visited. About cleven o’clock am.,
we left them, and crossed the river to
Mansawa. The way had beea pee-
pared for us here by a young man
employed in Nambu, whose home is
in this village. We were kindly
met, and conducted to a very nice
hotel. Some of the people had gone
off expressiy very early in the morn-
ing to catch some fish for my dinner,
thinking that the usual Japanese
fare would scarcely suit me. In
these inland places, fresh fish isa
very rave lnxury. As soon as we had
caten, they told us that the congie-
gation was waiting for us, and the
kocho of the village led us up the
side of a hill close by the village, to
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a temple, where we fouad a large
number of people. “The large temple
had been thrown into one audience
room, and we stood on the most
sacred spot, with idols all around us,
and prcached on the first and second
commandments.

The people of Mansawa are the
perfect contrast of those we saw in
the morning : fine heads, intelligent
eyes, with energy and push showing
themselves very plainly on  their
faces. Three ycars ago a Nichiren
priest came hete to picach, and gain
converts to hissect.  The peasantry
attacked him with counterarguments
and troublesome questions, and
eventually drove him from the place
in disgrace. They told me before-
hand that the Mansawa people were
very hard-headed, and that 1 would
need strong shet for them. So we
rolled out our heaviest artillery: I
preached from the first and second
commandments, and Mr. Hiraiwa
from “ When ye pray use not vain
repetitions as the heathen do” &c.
We kept up a constant fire from
about two o’cleck p.m. until after
six o’clock p.m., with all the thunder
that we could command, and when
we got through I told them if they
wanted any more to send for me to
Nambu, giving an opportunity at
the same time to ask any question.
The audience kept on increasing all
afternoon until we had areally great
congregation. After tea we had an
interesting talk with the kocho and
others, who came to enquire about
the subject of our preaching.

August 10th.—Started very early,
and enjoyed one of the pleasantest
mountain rambles that 1 have ever
experienced, and veached /de, our
Mr. Sano’s village,about eight o’clock
(secc nate of July 30). We were
entertained in Mr. Sano’s old home-
stead, and right royally entertained
t00. Altogether this visit to 1de was
like a poem in my life. 1 don’t think
these stone sureets were ever troden
by a foreigner before. The people
scem mest ordeily and interesting,
and at the house 1 saw for the first
time some real old-fashioned Japan-
ese forms of polite entertainment,
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unadulterated by any foreign forms.
Little tables with dinner for cach
guest were brought to the guest-
chamber, where we squatted on the
mats, and ithen whatever was served
to us afterwards was caied in by
the servant, the tray on a level with
her eyes, then gracefully sinking on
her knees, she would offer the wray
with some polite expression. A large
and interesting company assembled,
filled several rooms, and occupied
benches which had been brought
from the school for the occasion,
and placed in the open air outside of
the rooms where we met. They
listened with eagerness, and made
more demands for tracts than I
could begin to supply. After dinner
we walked to Utsubuna. Here we
had a congregation in the temple,
where almost all symbols of idolatry
had been hidden for the occasion.
The chief teacherin the school here
was rather inclined to dispute with
us, and warmly contended that ani-
mals had souls. Crossed the river
to Nambu, and had evening service.
That day walked ten miles and held
five hours of services.

August 11th. —Took a holiday and
walked nine miles to Minobasan,
the great monastery and group of
temples which form the headquari-
ers and fountain-head of the Nichiren
sect of Buddhists. Saw enougzh of
ill.used  wealth and degraded hu-
manity to make the rocks weep.
More of this place some other time.
Walked nine miles back. .

August 12th.—Took boat down to
Fukushi, about three miies from
Nambu. Had a large and interest-
ing congregation. Afier service re-
turned to Nambu and held service
there.

August 13th.—We finished the
Gospel of Matthew to-day, which
we had been studying verse by verse,
day after day, cver since | came.
A deputation came from Mansawa
(see note Auz. 9) asking me to come
back there again. Made an appoint-
ment to visit them. Onc of onr
most carnest students of the truth, a
doctor, was kept away all day yes-
terday on a coroner’s jury over a
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poor old man who had hanged him-
self beyond the mountain.  The
study of Romans increases in in-
terest.

August 14th.—-Rain! raint It
knows how to rain among these
lulls. [ had intimated that we would
have no more general  preaching
this weck, but only Bible srudy and
conversation with those who wished
to become Christians. A dozen or
more came through the wet, and we
talked of the deep things of God.

August 15th.—It had been raining
for three days almost continually,
and the 1iver became so swollen as
to render boating dangerous.  Iut I
had made an appointment to preach
in Mansawa to-day, and I wanted
them to know that a Methodist
preacher kept his word, so I got
kagos, and off we started through
the rain and mud, over the hills.
They borrowed a fine large kago
from some private gentleman for my
use, s: that [ was this timecompara-
tively comfortable. We arrived
about noon. They had not expected
us, but soon got a congregation to-
gether. The public offices are
adjacent to the temple, and all the
people employed there came in with
officials and chief men of the place,
unul we had perhaps a hundred
people. We had about th. ce hours’
services, and thea returned. They
said that if the people had been sure
of our coming, we would have had
a crowd twice as large as at our
former “visit, and they wished us to
return and preach to them, 1if possi-
ble, on Sundays. The kocho of the
place is to keep 2 deposit of Bibles,
that I am to send from Tokio, when
I return. [ believe that the Lord
has much people in this place.
Back to Nambu and had a long
evening conversation about the last
things and the judgment day.

And so it continued to the end of
the wecek, penctrating deeper and
deeper into the things of God. They
scem to have given up all philoso-
phic disputings, and to diink in
everything that I say. Ask about
the way to spend Sunday. How to
use thdir mcans, and wish to kaow
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about Christian family life. In fact,
this week was like the sweet inter-
course of a pastor with a confiding
people.  ‘They opened their heats
to me, and to!ld of plans and hopes.
Wanted me to stay theie, and in
almost every way showed that they
Were won to a very great extent.
Some spoke of baptism; but the
older people thought that it would
be almost too svon.  So we defered
that until 1 would be able to visit
them again,

August  zoth.—-Mr. Kondo and
brother with thice others accom-
panied us as far as Moto-ichi-ban,
and then Mr. Koado and his brother
came on to Numadzu so 2s 1o see
Bro. Meacham and try to get himto
arrange for an cccasional visit uniil
1 could come again.  They enjoved
a rare new treat that evening at Bro.
Meacham’s, where for the first ume
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they heard foreign music and the
singing of Chiistian hymmns.  Thus
far I had not sung with them. §
wish I ceuld do so.

August 21st.— Reached Halkone,
and 220d stnted for Tokio.

God only knows what the results
of that montly’s work may ke. Theie
arc many blossoms in Japan which
promise much, but arc followed by
Lide fruit, so that I rejoice with
trembling.  Bicthren, sisters, pray
for us. In a'l that province, there is
not a single foreigner living, and
not a single baptized Cluistian.
Only an cccasional scimon has been
preached, and out of the hurd:ieds
thatlisténed tous, peihaps not twenty
had cver heard the sound of the
gospel. The work is chicfly amonyg
inteibgent peasants, who e said to
be less fickle than the S.amuraii
May God give us a harvest there.
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Froa Niss KNOTY, daled Foit Singvsoin, Seplemder 290, 18577.

A vyear has quickly sped away.
Since my arrival at this mission, |
have become thoroughly domesti-
cated to it, and pretty well acquaint-
ed with its vatious departments of
work, though having made but litte
progress in the language, 1 am siill
shut out from direct communication
with the people; but I hope inctime to
overcome this obstacle.  There is
one thing impresses me very much:
the vastness of the work. On cvery
side thousands of these poor people
are living and dying in degradation
and misery, only adding to their
native wickedness the vices of the
white men, and unless relicf comes
soon the once large and powerful
nations on this coast will be swept
by discase and crime into an un-
timely grave.  Alrcady our school is
excrasing o great influznce on not
only our own people, but the surround-
ingribes and nations. T'wo frum the
Llydah’s came here last fall to sty
the winter; they stayed on, and have
gonc on fram A I3 C to the Sccond

Reader; can read well in the Bible.
These are going away shortly, but
they will carry the hight with them.
Those beautiful hymns of Sankey’s
they will not ecastly forget. Many
come and stay a few weeks, and
several this fall have promised to re-
main all winter. And for one of these
heathen to leave their home at that
season, when feasting and dancing
is at its height, is surely an indication
that God’s Spiiit is moving among
them. These are chiefly the young
people; the old among them arc
fast wedded to their old practices.
‘The school has beencomparatively
small for some months, the low price
given for furs and the refusal ot the
H. 1. Co. to take blankets as pay-
ment have compelled the people to
scatter more  widely than  usual
this summer ; still as food abounds
alt through  their  country, they
alwavs have an  abundant s.unnoly
of ull that is essential to their
comfort. This, of course, has pre-
vented the ciuldren fiom attending
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regularly, but, notwithstanding, the
progress generally has been marked.
I have quite a large class in the
Third Reader, a number of them
clever in dictation, arithmetic, and
Scripture history.

Qur winter work is about com-
mencing ; bustle from morning ull
night ; any person brought blindfold-
ed and sct down in our house might
fancy themsclves in a thriving busi-
ness centre instead of this out-of-the
way corner of the carth.  All per-
plexities—Dbe they political, religious,
physical, or moral, -allare bal mced

here.  Here ¢ s lgmcm|spxonounccd
and alwost  universally accepted.

Religious meeting every night in the
week but S I(lll(ld) I)mmg the
winter we have singing meetings
about twice a week; thc singing lhcv
enjoy, and I think itis w “tham an
cffectual means of grace. No casy
work, the teaching though, as not
only is the tune to v taught, but
every word has to be read our, the
whole congregation repeating again
and 'l"lln ll“ commiited to mem. ny.

The Sun(h) -school i3 divided into
three parts.  Before morning service
Bible-classes, when  the previous
Sunday lesson is taken up, read, and
discussed. Afternoon, the children
are taken to the schooi-house, where
lessons suitable to their understand-
ing are given : Mr. Crosby has the
adults under his care at the same
time in the church. By this mode
we are enabled to reach all.

When I look at these people com-
ing into church so neatly attired and
orderly in mnner, I can scarcely
credit that a litle more than three
vears ago they werein utter darkness.
‘The change is marvellous.

1 enjoyced last winter, and am look-
ing forward to this with feelings of
pleasure.  They are a pzople that
well repay a person’s toils among
them, it there was none beyond.

Sometimes in the short winter
days when | have as many as 120 in
the school, and the litde dayhght
compels e to have the afternoon
sesston sonse few minutes after clos-
ing the morning one, 1 get very tired,
:\nd perhaps, am no sooner in the
housc, when one presents himself and
wants to learn alto or bass.  They
scem to have very sharp ears, for I no
sooncr touch the instrument than
there will be a whole flock around,
all wanting to learn something ; but
I amalwavs ¢glad to see them; never
send them away. Take them as a
whole, they are very good singers,
and it is a real pleasure to practise
with them.

‘The meetings are well attended.
Last winter we held a number
special meetings, and intend short-
ly to commence again. They are not
an cmotional peopie, so that there is
an appaient absence of feeling, but
the leaven is surcly spreading.  \We
witness this continually in their well
ordered lives and trimmphant deaths,

I intended wiiting but a few lines;
pardon my encroachment upon your
valuable time. 1 will just say in clos-
ing that 1 have found a comfortable
home in Fort Stmpson, Mr. and
Mrs. Crosby uniting in their cfforts
to make it agreeable ; in fact, all [
could wish. There is nothing like
hardship here.  Mrs. Crosby is the
only white lady ; but, apart from the
loss of society, cvery reasonable
comfort can be had.  Had 1 never
been to Garden River 1 should not
have known what toil and hardship
were.

Four amusement during the less
busy times, I turned my attention
to sketching the mission building.
Mur. Crosby insists upoa sending it
to you. [t will give you an idea of
the baildings ; bazas’ I have never
doac anything of the kind bzfore, it
is, of course, very imperfect.

From the Rewr. Cuas. . TATRE, diled Culiiw sl A yust 30th, 1577.
We have enjoyed a summer of we have been able to travel dryshod,

most beauuful weather, favowing all
classes in genceral, farmers especi lly.
Besides the blessing of fine weather,

not having had the annual treshee
that generally overflows part—some-
times all—the prairies of Sumas and
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Chilliwhack. Last vear after the
farmers had spent months at ulling
their lands, sowing their grain, and
cultivating their crops,the old Fraser
brouglt down its floods of melied
snow, completely destroving crops of
every land. A number of our
Indians, who ave inchined to be in-
dustiiouns, had sown a considerable
quantity of wheat, and weie calcu-
fating how much flourit would supply,
thus saving the great expense of
having to purchase that necessary
article of food, were also greatly dis-
appointed in seeing all their pains-
taking washed away by the great
\\.ucx-"lant We are thankful this
year to sce the rich grain safely
garnered, instead of perishing in the
floods. Added to the ‘bountiful
harvest which the land is supplying,
the old Fraser, which did so much
damage last year, is trying to make
retribution in sending up an extra-
ordinary quantity of s1lmon, which
is a great staple of food among the

Indians. At every Indian village
you may sce thousands of these

members of the finny tribe diying
in the sun, which quantity is very
small in comparison with what the
white people are catching. There
are several companies established in
the vicinity of New Westminster for
the purpose of canning salmon. Une
of these companies in one day caught
17,000 fish.  lundreds of these valu-
able fish have had to be thrown away
on acceunt of having more than they
could preserve.

The Lord has been kind to us in
giving us all these temporal blessings;
but we feel deubly thankful for the

Special Contributions, &e.

spiritual harvest which we have seen
brought into the garner, and our
hearts bave been cheered to sce the
gospel net coming up with heavy
draughts from the duk waters of
heathenism and sin.

We have two churchesin course of
crection, one under repair, a fourth
we are supplying with a new belfry
and bell, and expect to build three
more churches this fall.  We cannot
as vyet see our way clear to pay for
all this woirk, but are trusting in Pro-
vidence to provide the means. Could
not some of our friecads in Ontatio
supply us with one or two hundred
dollars .to assist the poor Indians,
who are ever ready to help them-
sclves even to the last farthing they
possess—nay, more than this, some
some of them will sacrifice the last
horse or cow rather than see the
house of the Lord in a destitute con-
dition. But our people are very
poor, not being able to earn more
than will keep then inthe necessaries
of life.

Another great want of this circuit
is an Assistant Missionary. I think
I wrote you about Captain John, a
devoted follower of the Master and
willing to be spent in His service,
but would have to neglect his only
means of getting a living in assisting
the missionary, which he could not
do, as he has a family 1o provide for.
If $100 a year could be given him
this man would give a great part of
his time to the work, and thus great-
Jy assist the misstonary in bwlding
up and caring for the cause among
the Indians on the Sumas and Chil-
liwhack Circuit.
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