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A MASONIC GHOST STORY.

For the first time, we have read a story about & Masonic Ghost. It is -

‘written by a friend of ours, and taken from the Masonic Journal of Kentucky.
If any mason should doubt the truth of the story, we shall refer him to the
suthor. . ' :
It wonld be well to sacure the services of some Masonic Ghost to visit the
Lodges that need more discipline, better material, and more irtclligence.

Let a contract be made with the ghosts to improve such Lodges, or bresk -

them up..

‘We hope our good friend and brother, of The Advocate, New York, will not

take us to task for heresy in publishing the following.— [E. Jewer.

. _ THE SHADOW-IN THE EAST, BY ONE WHO ENOWS,

There is & story which, although I heard it ten years ago, has remained
thus far wnused in my portfolio. It is one of a sort that chilled my blood to
hear, and, if I can tell 1t prope.ly, will probably chill yours, too. :

The Lodge ecalled .Forgon Liodge, No. ——, was presided over by Gen.
Standish, familiarly known to his cp-members as Father Standish. Thik
gentleman was a Virginian of the old school, who wore his hdir in & bag,
walked uprightly before*God and man, and governed his Lodge with the
same dignity and decision that had characterized him ag Speaker of the House
of Assembly in his native State. Father Standish was g devout believer in
religion, an¢ nged to enlarge upon the doctrine of the Resurrection as tanght
by St. Paul and the Master Mason’s Degree whenever he had a ¢ Raising ” in
kis Lodge. Ard it was good to see the Gerfera] preside over & Lodge. He

leaned so stifily back in his upright chair, held his gavel so firmly, listened go..

patiently to every, speaker, rose to put the guestion with so much dignity, and

-

finally announced $he result with so much gravity, that it was a Dhetter legsom

in fae graces than Chesterfield’s lefters, to spend an evening observing- his

* movements. 1 did it once and twice, and it was from him that I acquired -

oy anexcelled method of handling the gavel:

Bro. Standish withal was superstitions. He believed in ghosts the worsh

way! that is, he believed he had seen ghosts himself and that, if he should.

«lie; his -ghost would -appesr to others. And he was not backward in telling
his belief whenever it was convenient or he had g- >jlisteners. On the véry
1ast night he presided over the Forgon Lodge, he wound up his lecturs in ihe
Third (he had jrst finisked a * Raising") by remarking in & peouliarly thrill.

ing fone: * Yes, brethren, this poor, feeble frame, soon to fall ‘to.pig?sgs, wil

.
-

-
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be refitted in that day, for I shall rise again! And my spirit skall not be con-
demned to inaction while my body is waiting the coming of the Redeemaer,
but it will be busy in the work God may give it. Nor is it at all unlikely that
I may be permitted to revisi acenes and persons that I now love so dearly, or
even hover once more over this delightful spot.” And, as the brethren rcde
home together, he enlarged so elaborately upon the thought, that the candi-
date, who lived & mile off by himself, was afraid to go home alone, and got
one of the brethren to accompany him and stay all night at his house.

The words of the old Virginian, in one sense ab least, 4vere prophetie.
Before another month his gray, old head was resting beneath the clods of the
valley and the worm was seeking admission into his narrow chamber. He
was missed as none others of Forgon Lodge could be, and mourned for on ae-
count of a thousand virtues, of which few possess even a moiety. He was
missed chiefly because he had none left behind him who could take his place.
During his Masonic administration he had committed the too common and
often fatal error of neglecting to instruct persons to succeed him, and never
was there a Lodge so put to it to find a maa who would allow himse!f to be in-
stalled Master. They elected three in succession, who in succession declined,
and the fourth only consented to serve provided they would take a strong
dose of instruction from the Grand Lecturer before he should be calied upon
to confer degrees. This was Bro. Lehman, Deputy Sheriff, & man of ability,
but of little self-confidence, and who had served as Junior Warden a term or
two under General Standish.

Shortly after his inauguration there began to be rumors, whispers at first,
but afterwards open-mouthed reports, that old Father Standish was showing
himself again, as he had predicted, and that his ghost was really getting
troublesome. The first who reported it was the candidate before alluded to,
a Bro. Liemins, & good man with but little education, who averred positively
that he had twice met Bro. Standish wuiting for him on horseback at the june-
tion of the main road and the path that led to his (Bro. Lemins’) house; and
that the last time it occurred the old man rode up to him, offering a Masonic
grip, from which he (Bro. LL.) recoiled and fainted * clean away, without cere-
mony.” The result was Bro. Lemins quit attending Liodge, and several others
who lived remote from Lodge demitted at once, afraid to go home at night,
lest the old Virginian might offer to accompany them.

A few months afterwards, Bro. Santain, an Entered Apprentice, saw the
same apparition standing in the school-room below the Lodge, to which he
had beeu sent whilg the Lodge took the ballot for his passing, and he was so
terrified thereby that he too fainted, after a single scream of appalling power;
and when by the aid of much mapipulation and cold water he was brought to, he
utterly refused to proceed, rode home with his two brothers, and remaing an
Entered Apprentice to this day. Sc many others averred that they too had
seen the ghost, that it became s neighborhood tradition, and fell considerable
in consequence.

About ten months after the death of Gen. Standish, the awful shadow
exhibited itself to the very man and under the very ciroumstances caloulated®
to make the profoundest impression. The story is thus related: Bro. Lehman,
the successor of Bro. Standish, as above narrated, was called upon one day
to perform the duty of presiding at a burial. It was one Saturday morning
on the day of Magistrate's Court. He summoned his Liodge and when they
were ready to form the funeral procession, he laid under the Secretary’s table
for safe keeping, his saddle-bags, in which were various important papers, in-
tending to take them at the close of the exercises, But, on his return with

“ -the proceasion, he was stopped to perform some official duty, and entrasting
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the closing of the Liodge to his Senior Warden, did not go back to the Lodge-
room until after night. It so happened at the moment that he could not pro-
-oure a lantern, but, baving & bunch of matches in his pocket, pnd being very
familiar with the loca.lxty, he doubted not his ability to find his way. This
was the easier as & storm of lightning was in progress, and the flashes made
<verything plain at alternate moments.’ He, therefore, hastened through the
-enclosure, and through the nurrow entrance, and up the tortuous stair-case,
that creaked woefully under his tread, and into the Tyler's room. Aided by
a timely flash of lightning, followed by a startling peal of thunder, he fonnd
the keyhole, unlocked the door, and entered the Liodge room, Until this mo- -
ment he declares he had thought of nothing but his errand. Being of an un-
superstitivus turn of mind, and a man wkose head was full of official cares,
he had perhaps never given five minutes’ attention to the reports that had
alarmed so many others; and it was, therefore, more singular that just as he
-entered the Liodge room the thought suggested itself to him (how, or whence,
-or why, who could tell), I am hovering once more over this spot.”

Greatly terrified, he knew not why, he hesitated, stopped, and moved back-
wards to the door, ‘while the perspiration poured from his face in large drops.
But then arousing himselfby the reflection of the weakness and cowardice of the
act,-he dashed forward, knowing so well the way to the Secretary’s table, found
his saddle bags where he had left them, and started to return. But, at that
instant another and prolonged flash of lightning illuminated the room, clear-
1y exhibiting every object, showing the Bible carelessly left ‘open upon the
altar, the aprons slovenly thrown about the chairs, even the emblems upon
thelargechart suspended in the northeast. And plainest of all, most startling to
the view, the lightning’s gleam exhibited, not six fset from his hard, a shadow
in the East.

Bro. Lehman fell prone. He lay for a little while in that fearful compan-
ionship, then recovering himself, arose, passed out of the haunted apartment,
down the tortuous stairs, through the enclosure, and back to the hotel. Nay,
more, he mounted his horse and rode home that very night, thus proving
that he did not lack for moral courage, however his heart had given way for
the moment. But uothing did or could ever tempt him to go back to that
Lodge-room. To sali invitations he returned a brief no, and the Lodge has
never had a meeting since,

His description of the shadow was given once, and that fo & committes of
the brethren; nor would he ever afterwards converse upon the subject. He
told them that the appearance of Gen. Standish was threatening; that he
shook his head fiercely, and pointed with a menace at the door of entrance,
which movements Bro. Lehman took to imply his wish that he (Bro. L.)
should never come there again, and he never would. '

THE ABDUCTION OF WILLIAM MORGAN.

To the Editor of TaHE FREEMASON:

DEear Sir anp Broraer,— Your correspondent, Bro. W. Fieldson, in Tax
Freemasox for Dec. 28rd, ult., said that ‘rumor has it that William Morgan
was mardered by Freemasons," and, while questioning the statement himself,
he quoted a circumstantial acoount, asserting it to be taken from * Cassell’s
History of the United States,” by E. Ollier, and asked for suthentic informa~
tion on the subject. You were pleased to refer the question to me. for reply,
whicn X give, as well as I am able, below:—

A brief sketch of the vhele affair will prob&bly best satisfy your oonen .
pondent and readers generally.
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William Morgan was born in Virginia in 1776. He was a stomemason- by-
trade, but afterwards became a brewer, and for a time, about 1812, he was
one of Lafitte's piratical band, in Louisiana anc the Gulf of Mexico, He-
afterwards lived in Virginia and New York,

There is no evidence whatever that he was ever made a Mason. At
Rochester, N. Y., ke craftily persuaded his employer that he was a Freemason,
and through his influence, without any certificate or demit, succeeded in be-
ing admitted as a member of a lodge in thatoity. Heafterwards, emboldened
by his success in Rochester, at the town of Le Royragain deceived the frater-
nity, and pretending that he had received the Masonie degrees up to and in-
cluding that of “Most Excellent Master Mason,” was admitted in the chapter
there, and received regularly the Royal Arch Degree. That was the only de-
gree he ever lawfully received. He was thus & perjured man throughout his
brief Masonie eareer. In intellectual character he was naturally bright, but
illiterate, and learned only in the dark ways of the world. Added to this, he
brutalized himself with drink. Outside of his house, in taverns, he was a
bar-room oracle; in his house he was an intoxicated tyrant, and treated his
wife shamefully, seizing her by the hair of the head and dashing her against
the walls and furniture. He soon came, as a result, to want, and was the
recipient of both common and Masonic charity,  Such was the man who con-
ceived the scheme of bettering his fortunes by publishing a pretended expose
of Masonry. An idea of the sum he expected to gain may be learned from
the fact that his confreres who .were with him in the scheme bound themselves
to him in a bond with the penalty of $500,000, to pay him one-fourth part of
all sums that should be received from sales of the book. He owed numerouns
debts, which were pressed for payment, and led to his imprisonment several
times in gaol. On thelast occasion, Sept. 12, 1826, he was released, upon
two persons paying his debt, and accomparied by them he entered a carriage,
after some high words and persuasion, and was driven first to Rochester and
then to old Fort Niagara, near Lewiston, on the Niagara River, that being the
boundary line between the United States and Canada. There he was kept
under lock and key for two or three days. From that time until a compsra-
tively recent period there was no authentic information as to his wheresbouts.
The enemies of Freemasonry asserted that he was drowned by its brethren in
the Niagara River, while dispassionate persons believed that he had been taken
to Canada and liberated. There was certaicly no evidence of death. His body
was never found, nor any one that saw him killed. Had he posfsssed any
estate no court of probate would have granted letters testamentary upon the
evidence of his disappearance. )

Now as to the sequel. One account, purporting to have come from Mor-
gan's son, is that, instead of having been mysteriously murdered, he lived
nearly thirty years after his disappearance from New York, and finally died in
corpulence and contentment at Van Dieman’s Land, where he was editor of a
newspaper called the Advertiser, which still survives him, and in which he used
to refer in a pleasant way to the stories told of his murder in the United
States. According to the statement of young Morgan, his father was released
apon condition that he shonld leave the country forever. Hs accepted the
offer, and was accompanied by Masons as far as Quebec, where he entered the
British navy and sailed for England. He afterwards was discharged from
that service, and sailed for Van Dieman’s land, where he settled. His stn
was a resident - of San Francisco at the time when he communicated this in-

; z:’rma.tion relating to his father, whom he visited during his lifetime once every:
- two years..
Another account, given August 17, 1851, by A. P. Rogers, of Anoka,
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‘Minnesota, is, that the elder Rogers, his father, who died in 1857, knew Wra.
Morgan well prior to 1826, and met him many yesrs after ir. the backwoods
.of Maine. He said that Morgan escaped from those who had charge of him
.at Fort Niagara, and foaring for his life, if caught, he-fled to the boundless
forest of Northern Maine, where he built & cabin and lived 2 wild hunter and
hermit’s life. 'When he was accidentally discovered by Mr. Rogers, and re-
-cognized, he decamped, seeking & new wuv more secluded home, and was never
heard of afterwards.

The astute reader may take his choice of these stories, or, rejecting both,
frame one for himself. Probably the Morgan mystery will never be sleavred
up. Certainly interest in it has ceased in the United States, among anti-
masons as well as the brethren. It was a ‘‘ good enough Morgan » before the
elections; it gave a class of political tricksters & pretence for elevating them-
selves into power for a time; but their rule was of short duration, and will
never be repeated. There is no home Amerioan historian that has had the
assurance to gravely charge upon Freemasons the murder of Mergan—that
thankless and proofless assertion seems to have been reserved for one who
writes three thousand miles away from the scene of the history; and distance
in this instance does not appear to have lent either impartiality or enchant-
ment to hig view.

I am, dear Sir and Brother, courteously and fraternally yours,

CLIFFORD P. MACCALLA,
P. M. of Concordia Lodge, No. 67,
January 17, 1877. Philadelphia, U. S.

FREEMASONRY IN NEW ZEALAND.

A movement is now on foot in the North Island of New Zealand for the forma-
tion of & Provincial Grand Lodge under the S.C. Very recently Bro. the Hon. F.
‘Whittaker, one of the founders of Freemasonry in New Zealand, was affiliated into
Lodge Sir Walter Scott, to enable him to assume the position of P.G.M. From Bre.
‘Whittaker’s abilities and social position we have no doubt of his being able to fill
the office with credit to himself and profit to the lodges under his jurisdiction. Bro.
M. Niccol, who filled the chair of Lodge St. Andrew, Ne. 418, S.C., for two
sucoessive years, and, has now entered his second year as R.W.M. of Lodge
Manukan, will be the Deputy Provincial Grand Master.

Some dozen years ago a Masonic lodge under the Irish Constitution existed in
the town of Onehunga, Aukland, New Zealand. A considerable number of the
members migrated to the gold fields, and the lodge practically ceased to exist. In
the middle of 1875 & few brethren met and discussed the ndvisability of re-opening
the old, or forming a new lodge. After due enquiry, and several prelimi
meetings, it was agreed that a new lodge under the Scotch Constitution should be
opened, and advantage was taken of Bro. Niccol’s visit to Dundedin to apply to the
P.G.L., there for a dispensation, pending the receipt of the charter from Edinburgh.
The dispensation was received in time to upen the lodge on the first Wednesday of
January, 1876, Bro. Anderson, P.M. of Lodge St. Andrew, 418, 8.C., acting as S.P,
G.M.; Bro. Doul, P.M. 411, 1.C., as Dir. of Cer.; Bro. S. M. Leers, 686, E.C., as
Installing Master, &c. The customary banguet followed, Bro. Malcolm Niccol, the
R.W.M., in the chair. '

During the last twelve months Lodge Manukau (so named after the harbour on
which Onehunga is situated) has steadily prospered, and although the balance at the
bauker's is small the lodge is out of debt, and has paid for the jewels, rogalia,
working tools, and furniture of the old lodge, and supplemented them where
necessary, making the lodge fully equipped. . s

At the regular monthly communication in November, the following officers were
duly elected: Bros. M. Niceol, P.M., re-elected as R.W.M.; W. C. Walker. P.M.

418, 8.C., as W.D.M; H. Hardington, as S.M.; Dunwoodie, as S. W, ; J. R. Hendry,,
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J.W.; Eastwood, who retired from the 8. W.’s chair on account of increasing age, as.
Treas.; J. W. Waller, unanimously re-elected Sec.; Codlin, as S.D. ; 8chofield, J.D. ;.
Collins, as Bible Bearer; Clark, as I.G., for a second time; Neilson as Tyler.

Most of the office-bearers were installed on the regular lodge night, the first
Wednesday in December, but the installation banquet was held in the Choral Hall,
on Thursday, the 14th, The banquet was well attended, no less than nine P.M’s,
being the guests of the lodge. After the toasts uf ‘‘ The Queen and Craft,” ¢ The
Prince of Wales,” &c., had been proposed by the R.W.M., *The Three Grand
Lodges, 8.C., E.C., and I.C.,” by Bro. Dunwoodie, S.W.; *‘Provincial Grand
Yiodges, N.Z.,” by Bro. Hendry, J. W., came the toast of the evening, * The R.W,
M. of Lodge Manukau.” After Bro. Eastwood proposed the toast he presented Bro.
Niccol with a handsome salver and biscuit box, partly purchased from the lodge
funds and supplemented by contributions from the lodge mcinbers. In his speech
the brother recounted many services rendered to Masenry in general, and Iodge
Manukau in particular, by the R.W.M. The toast was drunk with much enthusiasm,
and all the honors. Bro. Niccol replied at some length. A number of other toasts
followed. Bro. Wade, P.M., in proposing the officers and members of Lodge
Manukau, gave some advice to the members on business matters—the result of his
long exper.ence. He complimented the officers generally, and one or two specially,
the secretary for his business abilities and the J. W. for his readiness in being taught
his duties in another lodge (Lodge Union, 154, Mark, E.C.) During the evening
Bro. Reeves, P.M., presided at the harmonium and piano, and Bro. Saxton,
Organist of 589, E C., acted as conductor in the anthems, glees, &c. Solos were
also sung by Bros. Schofield, Neilson, and others. Bro. O’Callaghan proposed ‘‘The
Musicians of the evening,” and his enconiums on the excellence of the music was
cordially endorsed by those preseni. ‘‘Auld Lang Syne” ard “God Save the
Queen” brought the proceedings tc a close, and the brethren separated, thoroughly
satisfied with the whole arrangements.

The Union Lodge of Mark Masters (No. 154, E.C.) held its regular monthly
meeting in the Mascnic lodge room, Prince’s Street, Aukland, on the 12th Dec.,
1875, Rro. Niccol, W.M., in the chair; Bros. Burns, as S.W.; Robinson, J.W.;
Brock, M.O.; Reeves, S.0.; Hendry, acting J.0. There being no successful candi-
dates in attendance the night was devoted to business. Bro. Burns was unani-
mously elected as W.M., and Bro. Wade, P.M., as Treasurer.

SWEDENBORGIAN RITE.

A meeting of the Supreme Grand Lodge and Temple of the Swedenborgian Rite
was held st the Freemasons’ Hall, Manchester, on Saturday, January 13th, 1877.
The warrant of constitution, signed by the Worshipful Bros., W. J. B. McLeod
Moore, S. Grand Master; T. D. Harrington, S. S. G. W.; Geo. C. Longley, S. J. G.
‘W., of the Supreme Grand Lodge and, Temple for the Dominion of Canada,
having been produced, the Supreme Grand Loedge and Temple for the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was declared and proclained, and its
officers were appointed as follows until the next election:—Most Worshipful
Bro. John Yacker, Sup. G. M., P. M. Emmanuel, 1, and Egyptian, 2; R. W
Bros. F. G. Irwin, Sup. 8. G. W, W. M. Emmanuel, 1; C. Scott, Sup. J. G. W, J.
W. Egyptian, 2; V. W. Bros. 8. P. Leather, Sup. Grand Treas., S. W. Egyptian, 2;
T. L. Shaw, Sup. Grand Reg., S. D. Egyptian 2; K. R. H. Mackenzie, Grand Sec.,
J. D. Egyptian, 2; Hubert Thos. Frank Irwin, G. Dir. of Cors., J. W, Immanuel, 1;
W, Wyanne Waestcott, G. S. D., 8. W. Emmanuel, 1; Thos. Wainman Holmes, G. J.
D., W. M. St. John’s, 3; Geo. Turner, G. Purst., W. M. Egyptian, 2; Benjamin
€ox, Assist. G. Purst., S. D. Emmanuel, 1. .

Some misapprehension having got afloat, it was considered desirable to state that
although this rite had leading members in various rites, yet it was quite independent
and interfered with no other rite whatever, but was a neutral ground to which all M.
M.’s hut especially P. M.’s, were eligible, and that such a Constitution was un-
changeable in the very nature of its beautiful and learned ceremonies, which formed
a key to the writings of Dr. Geo. Oliver. Communications and suggestions from
soveral brethren unable to attend were received.

The members were directed to be divided, and warranta to be issued to the Bm-




; Masonic Antecdote of the Late King of Prussia. 71

manuel Lodge and Temple, No. 1, Bristol; Egyptian, No. 2, Manchester; St. John's’
Baildon, 3 (with 5 members.) . .

The jewel and insignia (those used by the rite on the Continent of America) were
sdopted as follows:—A carbuncle set and radiated in gold, in the form of a sun, with
the sacred name upon the face in Hebrew letters in gold, abuve it the square and
compasses, the ribbon, suspended from a golden scroll, bearing the name and rank of
the wearer, being as follows:—For Snpreme Grand and Grand Officers, purple, bor-
dered with gold; P. Masters, blue, bordered with gold; W.Masters,bordered with silver;
Fraternitly, plain blue. To the suu is suspended, in America, a porchway, formed of
triangular stones, of red, blue and green, approached by thuvee steps of gold. Apron
of white lambskin with triangular flap; Supreme and Grand Officers, bordered with
purple with deep fringe of gold; Past Masters, bordered with blue with a nartow .
fringe of gold; Masters, bordered with blue with a narrow fringe of silver; that of tho
Fraternity bordered with a narrow blue edging. In the centre, for all grades, the
all-seeing eye, with a radiance, and over it the name and rank of the wearer and the
body to which he belongs.

The following acale of fees were passed and ordered: To S. G. Lodge, warrants
£3, certificates 7s 6d. each, (of whick 2. 6d. might be paid to a Grand Secretary for
preparation and registration); one shilling each member annual subscription. The
minimum fre for admission by each lodge to be £1, inclusive «of the amount payable
to S. G, L. for certificate and ragistration.

A form intended for certificate having been prepared, the same was submitted
and ordered to be lithographed, it was ordered also that the serls of the 8. Gd. Lodge
be cut, and the Constitutions printed as the funds of the S. Gd. Lodge would allow.

.This closed the business of the rite. .

MASONIC ANECDOTE OF THE LATE KING OF PRUSSIA.

The late King of Prussia was one of the most illustrious members of the Society
of Free and Accepted Masons. He was taught at an early period of life to think the
institution had a great tendency to promote charity, good fellowship, harmony, and
brotherly love; and he resolved to become a Freemason as soon as a favorable occa-
sion should offer. But he was obliged, to wait a ling time for it, for his father had

. conceived so unconquorable sn aversion to Freemasons that he would not have
hesitated to put any one to death whom he ghould discover to have been instru-
mental in initiating the Prince Royal into the mysteries of the Craft. And such
was the temper of the King, that he very probably would have been so enraged
against his eldest son for entering into a society which he abhorred that he would
have disinherited him. However, both the Prince and the Baron de Biefeldt
resolved to run all risks,and it was determined by the latter,who was one of His Royal
Highness’s gentlemen of the bed-chamber, and some other officszs of his household,
that at all events they would make him a Mason, They thought the Fair.of Bruns-
wick would afford a favorable opportunity for putting their scheme into execution,
as there was always a great concourse of people in that town during the fair, and
that a lodge might therefore be easily held there without giving people a reason to
suspect the nature of the meeting. The Baron and his friends accordingly provided
themselves with all the apperatus necessary for holding a lodge, and, having put them
up in trunks, placed them in a wagon, which they attended in disguise. But an
unlucky affair had like to have brought on a discovery fromn which all the parties
concerned might have apprehended the most fatal cousequences. The officers of the
customs, placed at the gates of Brunswick, examined the waggon as it was passing the
town, and finding a number of large candlesticks and other things used in the lodges
of-Freemasons, could not.conceive for what purpose they were intended, and were
going to seize them and the drivers, when ope of the latter, with some presence of
mind, said they were poor hatmless jugglers, who were going to exhibit numerous
curious tricks at the fair, and that #he contents of the trunks in the waggon were the

’ ornaments of their little stage, and the implements necessary for displaying their
dexterity. This tale had the desired effect; the pretended juguzlers were suffered
to pass, and the Prince Royal arriving soon after incog., was admitted in one night,
speciali gratia, to all the degrees of Masonry. The secret was very well kept by all
the parties during the life of the Prince’s father, for His Highness had the chance
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to lose a crown, and the other persons had lives to forfeit by the disclosure. Thoy
were, therefore, all deeply interested in observing a scrupulous silence on the subject.
The Freemasons of the dominions of Prussia felt the benefit of having a brother in
the person of a prince who, when he came to the crown, declared himself their pro-
tector, and ever after continued his favor to them during the whole course of his
reign, while their brethren were persecuted by the King of Naples and the elector of
Palatine, the former of whom imprisoned them, while the laiter forbade them to
hold lodges under the most severe penalties, and ordered all his officers, civil and
military, who were Freemasons, under pawn of being dismissed or cashiered, to
deliver up to persons appointed to receive them the certificates of their admission
intg that society, and to give security that they would never attend any lodge in
future. ’

REMARKAELE SUFFERINGS OF BRO. JOHN COUSTOS FOR
FREEMASONRY.

FROM MACKAY'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FREEMASONRY.

The sufferings inflicted in 1743, by the Inquisition at Lisbon, on John Coustos,
s Freemason, and the Master of a lodge in that city, and the fortitude with which he
endured the severest tortures, rather than betray his trusts and reveal the secrets
that had been confided to him, consitute an interesting episode in the hiztory of Free-
masonry. Coustos, after returning to England, published, in 1746, a book detailing
his sufferings, from which the reader is presented with the following abridged
narrative:

John Coustos was born at Berne, in Switzsrland, but emigrated, in 1716, with
his father to England, where he became a naturalized citizen. In 1743, he removed
to Lisbon, in Portugal, and began the practice of his profession, which was that of &
lapidary, or dealer in precious stones.

In consequence of the bull or edict of Pope Clement XII, denouncing the
Masonic institution, the Lodges of Lisbon were nut held at public houses, as was the
custom in England and other Protestant countries, but privately 2¢ the residences of
the members. Of one of these Lodges, Coustos, who was a zealous Mason, was
elected the Master. A female, who was cognizant of the existence of the Liodge over
which Coustos presided, revealed the circumstance to her confessor, declaring that,
in her opinion, the members were ‘‘ monsters in nature, who perpetrated the most
shocking crimes.” In consequence of this information, 1t was resolved by the In-
quisition that Coustos should be arrested and subjected to the terder mercies of the .
* Holy Office.” He was accor lingly seized, a few nights afterwar 1s, ina coffve house
—the public pretence of the arrest being that he was privy to the stealing of a
diamond, of which they had falsely acoused another jeweller, tbos friend and Warden
of Coustos, whom also they had'a short time previously arres’ed.

Coustos was then carried to the prison bf the Inquisition, and after having been
searched and deprived of all his money, papers, ani other things that he had about
him, he was led to a lonely dungeon, in which he was immured, being expressly for-
bidden to speak aloud or knock against the walils, butif he required anything to beat
with a padlock that hung on the outward door, and which he could reach by thrust-
ing his srm through the iron grate. *‘ It was there,” says he, ‘¢ that, struck with
the horrors of a place of which he had heard and read such baleful descriptions,
planged at once into the blackest melancholy; especially when I reflected on the dire
consequences with which my confinement might very posaibly be attended.”

On the next day he was led, bare-headed, before the President and four In-
quisitors, who, having rade him reply on oath to several questions respecting hin
name, his parentage, his place of birth, his religion, angd the time he had resided at
Lisbon, exhorted iim to make a full confession of all the crimes he had ever com-
mitted in the whole course of his life; but as he Fefused to make any such confession,
declaring that from his infancy he had been taught to confess not to man but to God,
he was agnin remanded to his dungeon.

Three days afterwards he was again brought before the Inquisitors, and the
examination was renewed. This was the first oceasiin on, which the subject of Free-
masonry was introduced, and then Coustos for the firat time learned that he had
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been arrested and imprisoned solely on account of his conzection with the forbidden
Institution.

The result of this conference was that Coustos was conveyed to a proper dun-
geon, and kept there in close confinement sor several weeks, during which period he
was taken three times bofore the Inquisitors. In the first of these examinations,
tkay aguin introduced the subject of Freemasonry, and declared that if the Institu-
tion was as virtuous as their prisoner contended that it was, thers was no oocasion
for concealing so industriously the secrets of it. Ooustos did not reply to this
objection to the Inquisitorial satiafaction, and he was remanded back to his dungeon,
where a fow days after he fell sicl.

After his recovery ho was again taken before the Inquisitors, who asked him
soveral new questions with regnrd to the tenets of Freemgsonry—among others,
whether he, since his abode in Lisbon, had received any Portuguese into the society ?
He replied he had not. :

When he was next brought before them, ‘¢ they insisted,” he sayas ‘ upon my
letting them into the aecrets of Freemasonry; threatening me in case I did not com. -
ply.” But Coustos firmly and fearlessly refused to violate his obligations.

After several other interviews, in which the effort was unavailingly made to
-extort from him & renunciation of Masonry, he was subjected to the torture of which
he gives the following account:—

*t T was instantly conveyed to the torture room, built in the form of a square
tower, where no light appeared but what two candles gave, and to prevent the dread-
ful cries and shocking groans of the unhapry viotims from reaching the ears of the
other prisoners, the daors are lined with a sort of quilt.

‘“ The reade. will naturally suppose that I must be seized with horror, when,
at my entering this infernal place, I saw myself on a sudden surrounded by aix
wretches, who, after preparing the torture, stripped me naked (all to linen drawers),
when, laying me on my back, they began to lay hold of every part of my body.
First, they put round my neck aa iron collar, which was fastened to the scaffold;
they then fixed a ring to each foot; and this being done, they stretched my limbs
with all their might. They next wound two ropes around each arm, and two around
-each thigh, which ropes passed under the scaffsld, through holes made for that
purposs, and were all drawn tight at the same time, by four men, upon a signal made
for that purpose.

¢ The reader will believe that my pains must be intolerable, when I solemnly
declare that these ropes, which were of the size of one’s little finger, pierced through
the flesh quite to the bone, making the blood gush out at eight different places that
were thus bound. As I persisted in refusing to discover any more than what has
been seen in the interrogatories above, the ropes were thus drawn together four dif-
ferent times. At my side stood a physician and surgeon, who often felt my temples,
to judge of the danger 1 might be in—by whick means my tortures were suspended
at intervals, that I imight have an opportunity of recovering myself & little.

¢ Whilst I was thus suffering, they were so barbarously unjust as to declare
that, were I to die under the torture, I should be guilty, by my obstinacy, of gelf-
murder. In fine, the last time the ropes were drawn tight, I grew so sxceedingly
wealk, occasionad by the blood’s circulation being stopped, and the pains I endured,
that I fainted quite away; insomuch that I was carried back to my dungeon without
perceiving it.

¢ These barbarians, finding that the tortures abovedescribed could not extort any
further discovery from me, but that, thé more they made me suffer, the move fer-
vently I addressed my supplications, for patience, to Heaven; they wers so inhuman,
six weeks after, as to expose me to another kind of torture, more grievous, if pos-
sible, than the former, They made me stretch my arms in such a manner that the
paims of my hands were turned outward; then, by the help of a rope that fastened
them together at the wrist, they drew them gently nearer to one another behind, in
Jsuch & manner that the back of each hand touched, and stood exactly parallel one to
-auother; whereby both my shoulders were dislocated, and a considerable quantity of
bleod issued from my mouth. This torture was repested thrice, after which I was
again-taker to my dungeon, and put; into the hands of physicians and surgeons, who,
-in setting my bones, put me to exquisite pair.

*¢ Two months after, being a listle recovered, I was again conveyed to the tors
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ture-room, and there made to undergo another kind of punishment twice. The
reader msy judge of its horror, from the following:—

‘“The torturers turned twice around my body a thick iron chain, which, cross-
ing upon my stomach, terminated afterwards ut my wrists. They next set my back
against a thick board, at each extremity whereof was a pully, through which there
ran a rope, that catched the ends of the chains at my wrists. The tormentors then
stretched these ropes, by means of a roller, pressed or bruised my stomach, in pro-
portion as the chains were drawn tighter. They tortured me on this occasion to such
a degree, that my wrists and shoulders were put out of joint.

“ The surgeons, however, set them presently after; but the barbarians not yet
having satisfied their cruelty, made me undergo this torture a second time, which I
did with fresh pains, though with equal constancy and resolution. I was then re-
manded back to my dungeon, attended by the surgeon, who dressed my bruises; and
here I continued until their antfoda fe, or gaol delivery.”

¢ On that occasion he wus sentenced to work at the galleys for four years. Soov,
bowever, after he had commenced the degrading occupation of a galley slave, the
injuries which he had received durivg his inquisitorial tortures having so much im-
paired his health, that he was sent to the infirmary, where he remained until
October, 1744, when he was released upon the demand of the British minigter, as a
subject to the King of England. He was, however, ordered to leave the country.
This, it may be supposed, he gladly did, and repaired to London, where he published
the account of his sufferings in a book entitled *‘ The Sufferings of John Coustos for
Freemasonry, and his refusing to turn Catholic, in the Inquisition at Lisbon,” &e.,
&c. London, 1746, 8vo, 400 pages. Such a narrative is well worthy of being read.
John Coustos has not by his literary researches added anything to the learning or
acience of the Order; yet, by his fortitude and fidelity under the severest suffer-
ings, inflicted to extort from him a knowledge he was bound to conceal, he has shown
that Freemasonry makes n» idle brast in declaring that its secrets ¢“ ave locked up in
the deposttory of faithful breasts.”

ROMANCE AND REALITY OF MASONRY.

The majority of brethren have little experience of the advantages derivable from:
a connection with the Craft, other thau those which spring from their enjoyment of
meseting statedly with fellow-members and visiting brethren, in Lodges adjacent to
their cwn homes. There is a deep and valuable reality in this, but ordinarily there
is not much romance. Our everyday life, in the Craft as well as in the world, is so
stereotyped, that it brings to us little that is new under the sun. But Freemasons
that travel in distant lands have a wider and more varied experience. Ii in the
army or navy, they are continually brought face to face with strange scenes and indi-
viduals, and not infrequently as well with great danger; and even if they be onmly
ordinary travellers, their experience is new every day. Valuable as masonry is to.
them, at home, it proves doubly 8o abroad, and they are nos slow to acknowledge it.
Bro. General Sir Charles Napier, while Commander-in-Chief in Indis, once said, in
response to a toast at a Masounic banquet: ‘‘ Few Masrns can say that they owe so-
much to Masonry as I do. 1 have been forty years a Royal Arch Masin, snd I am
glad of an opportunity of acknowledging it to the Craft.” Hethen went on to detail
how he was once taken prisoner by the French, without a hope of being exchanged,
when he remembersd that he was a Mason, and soon found a brother in a strange
land, and speaking a strange tongue, who had conveyed safely a leiter from him to
his family in England, (at that time a hazerdous undertaking for a French officer,)
and the result was his speedy and honorable return to his own land.

There ia scarcely any country so remote from civilization as not to have some of
itsinhabitants initiated into the humane and self-sacrificing principles of Freemasonry.
One would not naturally look for brethren among the wild Arabs of the Great Desert
of Africa, and yet the tenets of the Craft have more than once been illustrated there,
and will be again. For example: Some twenty years ago a member of Oxfurd Uni-
versity Lodge was travelling in Egypt, sccompanied by his servant, and in proceed-
ing across the desert was attacked by robbers. Finally they were overpowered, but
ot until they had slain two of the band, and naturally the travellers supposed that
their own lives would pay the forfeit of their skillful bravery. But the robber chieftain
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mo sooner found that he had as a prisoner a Brother Mason, than he restored to him
every article of property that had been taken from him, and bid him resume his
journey in peace. The lessons of I'reemasonry are thus the very last that are for-
gotten. There seems to be a magic force in them, that impresses them inefaceably
on the tablets of the heart.

Many are the romantic instances that are narrated of Freemasonry, on the
battle-field. This one is characteristic, and was related by Bro. Sir Archibald Ali-
son, at a meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Glasgow. In the Crimean war
an English officer led a small party of soldiers up to one of the guns placed in an
embrasure of the Redan. The majority of the men fell, in the deadly tire to which
they exposed themselves. The remainig were gallantly met by a body of Ruesian
soldiers, and the English officer was about to be bayoneted, when he was Masonically
recognized by a Russian ofticer, who struck up the bayonets of his soldiers, led his
newly-found brother to the rear, and treated him with the kindness of a Mason.

The following incident of our Revolutionary war is worth dciailing in this con-
nection:—

On the plains of Camden, after the militia, which composed the principal part
of the American forces, had left the field, the brava old German, Bro. Gen. De Kalb,
was left to bear the brunt of ‘the unequal conflict, with a few tried veterans. They
fought valiantly, but could not win against superior numbers. .Borne down in the
red hurricane of battle, the brave De Kalb fell, covered with wounds, close to where
the British General himself was commanding in person. Prostrate on the ground,
though still living, a dozen British soldiers, with savage cruelty, would, in a moment
more, have pierced his bosom with as many bayonets. His aid, who was within a
a few feet of him whon he fell. seeing the terrible fate his general was about
to meet, rushed toward him, and stretching his hand toward heaven, cried
out:—

‘“Save the Baron De Kalb ! Save the Baron De Kalb !”

Cornwallis, attracted by the cries, rode to the spot where the old hero was lying
in his blood. Springing instantly from his horse, with his own sword he struck aside
the bayonets of his soldiers, hailed the German General with a brother’s welcome,
staunched his wounds, took him from the cold bed of the battle-field to his own quar-
ters, whers every comfort that wealth, power or sympathy could suggest was afforded
him; and if care, attention and relief could have preserved the life of De Kalk, it
would have been done by Cornwallis. But desth had fastened its fangs upon him,
and although Cornwallis was unable to prolong his earthly existence, he consigned
the body to the tomb with all the pageantry of a soldier’s burial, and himself per-
formed the honors of Masonry at the grave.

Even the possession of Masonic emblems by a brother has proved of signal ser-
vice to him. Deputy. Grand Master, Bro. Balguiere, the veteran Anglo-Indian.
Mason, had bequeathed to him a snufi-box, covered with the emblems of the Craft,
that had a memorable history, and he prized it accordingly. It belonged originally
to a medical gentleman, to whom it had been prisented by his lodge, as a testi-
monial. He afterward went to Brazil, where he realized a fortune in diamonds and
other precious stones. These he placed in a small box, in which he also enclosed his
Masonic snuff-box, and returned across the ocean to England. Off the coast of Corn-
wall the vessel in which he sailed was wrecked, and he reached his native land
poorer than when he left it. About a year afterward s stranger called at his lodg-
ings, drew from under his cloak the identical box that contained his lost tressure,
and delivered it to him, at the same time making himself known to him as a Mason..
The Masonic snuff-box, with his name upon if, led the strange brcther to find
the owner, and his Masonic principies led him to restore to him his lost
propexty.

And not only does the American Masson find brethren in the deserts of Africa
and Arabis, but Chinese brethren are promptly recognized when they journey west~
ward, and come to our sheres. Some years ago, at 2 communication of the Grand
Lodge of New Jersey, a card was sent in inscribed with the name of a visiting brother..
The officers scanned it, up and down, down and up, crosswise and obliguely, but to
no purpose. It looked more like a spider’s caligraphy than snything else. It
<hanced, at last, that a brother lesrned in the Oriental langusges detected ““Celestial,
warks,” and auggested that a Chinese brother was knocking at the outer door. Ha.
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was examined, found to be a bright Master Mason, and promptly admitted to the
circle of the Myastic Tie.

Thesse are a few of the instances that illustrate at oncoe the romance and reality
of Masonry, and added to our own intimate knowledge of the advantages, intellec-
ual, social and convival, the craft forms at home, they intensify our admiration for
the oldest, noblest and strongest tie ever devised by man for binding together good
men and true, of every clime, nation and language.—Keystone.

BROTHERHOOD.

Speak kindly to thy erring brother; God pities him; Providence waits for him;
Heaven’s mercy yearns toward him, and the spirits of the just made perfect are ready
to receive him back with joy. Why, then, sheuld not your voice be in unison with
-all those powers that God is using for his recovery?

Pray for thy erring brother in every prayer
That thou offerest to the Great Architect’s care;
‘When in the Lodge, ’midst happiness and joy,
‘When charitable thoughts thy heart employ,
When thy yearnings point to duty’s call,
Then pray for thy brother—pray for all.
We are all erring, thou might’st well say,
‘We have all forgotten God’s will to obey.
True, but there are those more guilty still,
True, they have erred more greatly against His will.
Pray that they may not be beyond mercy’s call,
Pray for thy erring brother; oh! pray for all.
Yes, pray for the erring—day by day—
Yes, even when they wrong thee, brother, then pray—
That those now in darkness may see the light,
That their lives, henceforth, be pure and bright.
Pray, for we all are erring, and may soon fall,
Pray for thy erring brother; oh! pray for all.
—C. Hosgood, in Freemason's Chronicle, London.

Sir MicHAEL SHAW STEWART has been re-elected Grand Master of Masons of Scof-
iand, and the Earl of Limerick Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Mark Masons
-for England for the ensuing year.

THe candidate is instructed by the W. M. in his duties as a Mason; the first and
most impressive part of which, is the study of the Holy Bible, and to practice the
three great moral duties to God, your neighbor and yourself. To God, by holding
his name in awe and veneration; viewing him as the chief good, imploring his name
in laudable pursuits, and supplicating his protection on well-meant endeavors. To
_your neighbor, by always acting on the square, and considering him equally entitled
with yourself to share the blessings of providance, rendering unto him those favors
and friendly offices, which, in & similar situation, you would expect from him. And
to yourself, by not abusing the bounties of providence, impairing your faculties by
irregularity, or debasing your profession by intemperance.—Ex.

OriNioNs.—Individuals have passed various opinions respecting the purity and
usefulness of Freemsasonry. One says it is a modern institution, and therefors of
little value; another terms it frivolous and contemptible; a third calls it anti-Christ
.and warns the public to avoid it as a snare; othera affirm it is behind the advancing
spirit of the times, and ‘therefore obsolete. But lot any one candidly judge it by it
fruits, which is the great Christian criterion by which all things ought to be tried,
according to the divine fiat of its founder (Luke vi. 44). We feed the hungry,
.clothe the naked, comfort the sick, relieve the distressed, and provide for
the (atherless and the widow. Is apy one hungry?—we give him meat; is any one
thirsty?—we give him drink; naked, we clothe him; sick, we visit him; in prison,
we come unto him with the messenger of mercy. Whatever may be the opinions of
our opponents of such deeds asthese, we have the satisfaction of knowing that an ap-
proving sentence will be pronounced upon them at the last day.
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. WORTHY AND WELL QUALIFIED.

A man may bea good citizen and not worthy to be made a Mason. As our An.
cient Brothers were educated builders that they might give form and proportion to
their work, so a candidate who petitions for the mysteries of Masonry should be
sufficiently educated to understand the laws, and jurisprudence of Masonry. His
sympathies should be well developed, so as to stimulate him to help and assist al’
worthy Masons, their widows and orphans. He should be industrious, and not only

rovide for himself and family, but be ever ready to render assistance to a brother
glason—not a drone in the hive, but an active worker in the Lodge and out, whose
work is to be done on committees or otherwise. He should be temperate in alt
things, possessing these qualifications, he is worthy and well qualified, sound in
body and intellect, a good and true man. His morals must be good in every respect,
honest in all his transactions. A candidate possessing the above qualifications is
worthy to be made a Mason. When so made he will post himself up in the symbol-
ism of Masonry. its literature ana philosophy.

A well educated Mason takes a pride in attending his Lodge and its work, and
is ever ready to assist a worthy Brother Mason. He is 8 good citizen and an
ornament to the society in which he moves. You will find Masons of these qualifi-
cations in the sacred desk, and filling important officas within the gift of the people.
The time is at hand when good men and true, honest and capable, will be in great
demand, not only to perpetuate our time honored Order, but to staer our republic
::Ilear of the breakers that threaten her. So wmote it be.—Suspension Bridge

ournal.

THE MEETING PLACE.

Where the faded flowers shall freshen— ..
Freshen never more to fade;
‘Where the shady sky shall brighten—
Brighten never more to shade;
‘Where the sun-blaze never scorches;
Where the star-beams cease to chill;
‘Where no tempest stills the echos
Of the wood or wave or hill;
Where the morn shall wake in gladness,
And the moon the joy prolong:
WWhere the daylight dies in fragrance
’Mid the burst of holy song.
Brother, we shall meet and rest
'Mid the holy and the Blest!

‘Where no shadowsa shall bewilder,
Where life’s vain parade is o’er;
‘Where the sleep of sin is broken,
And the dreamer dreams no mors;
‘Where the bond is never severed—
Parting, clashing, sobs and moans,
Midnight wakened, twilight weeping, .
Heavy noontide—all is done;
‘Where the child has found its mother,
‘Where the mother finds her child;
‘Where dear families are gathered,
That were scattered on the wild,—
Brother, we shall meet and rest
'Mid the holy and the blest!

.

ONE of the New York lodges have in their ante-room a handsome box lsbeled,

““The Widows’ Mites,” and all members and visitora are solicited to cantribute to it

- at every meeting some coin, however small, for the benefit of the distreased of the
vicinity. The collections are now qaits large.—Louisville Ky. Journas,
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PRINCE HUMBERT AND PRINCE LOUIS NAPOLEON.

Dsar Bro. Wo0ODFORD,—

T enclose a letter in Italian, together with the translation, which wilk
answer your question of a few days ago, and which I shall be glad if you will give
full prominence to in the Freemason.

I am, dear Bro. Woodford, yours truly and fraternally,
C. J. PARKINSON,

23, Great George Street, Westminster,

London, S.W.. 1st Feb. 1877.

Roxa, 29 Gen., 1877,
GEXTILE SIGNORE J. PARKINsON,—
Tutto in che qui e ditto relativeamente all’ iniziazioui del Prinecipe
Imperiale nella Massoneria Italiana e assolutamente falso.
Vi prego di mettere in avvertenza la frattelanza Inglese.
Fraternamente, V.F.,
GIUSEPPE MAZZONI.

N TRANSLATION.
RoME, Jan. 29th, 1877.
Dear BROTHER PARKINSON,— :
All that is said in the Hestminster (fazette as to the initiation of the

Prince Imperial by Prince Humbert in Italian Masonry is absolutely false.

I beg you kindly to convey this to the English brethren.

Fraternally yours,

GIUSEPPE MAZZONL

Cavtriors 18 Carir1aGE.—One of the ““good boys” of —— Lodge No. — during
the meeting of the Lodge, December 27, fell out of his buggy and bruised himself
considerably. e was astonizhed at the next regular meeting of the Lodge to hear
the Junior YWarden read charges against him ‘“for violating the Constitution of the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky.” Loudly he protested. Loudly he demanded the names
of .is accusers, and the nature of the charges. After keeping him in soak for half
an hour, the Junior Warden read the following passage from Part 11, Article 1 of the
Constitution: * Every Freemason is enjoined to be cautiovs in his words and car-
riage.” Then the point became visible. The brother had not besv: cautious in his
carriage, and, consequently, had upset it, Hence the disturbance. Itcost him ‘‘the
oysters all round ” to rid himself of the ‘¢ charges!”-—Masunic Juurnal, Kentucky.

Orp Max.—Bow low the head, boy; do reverence to the old man, as he passes
slowly along. Once like you, the vicissitudes of life have silvered the hair and
changed the round face to the worn visage before you. Once that heart beat with
aspirations co-equal to any you have felt; aspirations crushed by disappointment, as
yours are perhaps destined to be. Once that form stalked proudly through the gay
scenes of pleasure the beau ideal of grace; now the hand of Time, that withers the
flower of yesterday, has warped that figure and destroyed that noble carriage. Ounce,
at your age, he had the thousand thoughts that pass through your brain—now wish-
- ing to accomplish something worthy of a nook in fame; anon imagining life a dream
that the sooner he woke from the better. But he has lived the dream pretty near
through. The time to awake is very near at hand; yet his ey, ever kindles at old
deeds of daring, and his hand takes a firmer grasp of the staff. Bow low the head,
boy, as you would in your old age be reverenced.—Masonic Jewel.

Masoxry 1x CorRT.—A curious case has arisen in England, where a, lodge has
sued a candidate for his initiation fee and subscription. The magistrate very properly
decided the lodge, inasmnuch as it is net 2 body corporate, to be a legal nonentity,
and therefore having no status in court; whereupon he dismissed the complaint with
costs. The same thing would have happened here; but the curiosity of the matter is
how the lorre, in the face of the Book of Constitutions, should have initiated a person
on trust. We should imagine that a temaporary suspension of the warrant, so as to
give the membership an epportunity to read the law, would be a good thing to do.—
Masonic Jewel.
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BRIEFLETS.

Do not moralize to 3 man who is on his back. Help him up, set him firmlv on his
‘feet, and then give him advice and means.

Wispox is a solid and envire building, of which every piece keeps itz place and
-carries its mark.

EncLanp,—York Lodge, No. 236, at the old Masonic city of York, England,
completes the 100th year of its existence in June of the present year.

AN Indian Chief lately died in Greenville, Maine; he was krown as a faithful
Mauson. The Masons have erected a memorial tablet over his grave.

Ir all men were to bring their misfortunes together in one place, most would
be glad to take his own home again rather than take a portion out of the common
“stock.

Tae Corner Stone of Solemoun’s Temple, which has been discovered, lies ninety
feet below the present surface of the ground. In a niche a Pheenician jar of clay
was found.

TurkeY.—There is & Royal Arch Chapter at Constantinople, working under the
Irish Constitution, which has been in existence for nine yesars, and is said to be in a
very flourishing condition.

SINGULAR AccIDENT.—A Kunight Templar of Jersey City, New Jersey, in attend-
ance upon & masonic funeral, slipped on the icy side-walk and cut his head with his
own sword.

CraFT.—The ordinary acceptation is a trade or mechanicsl art, and collectively
the persona practising it. Hence the Craft in Speculative Masonry sigoifies the
whole body of Freemasons wherever dispersed.

WHaAT you attempt, 4o with all your strength. Determination is omnipotent.
If the prospect be somewhat darkened, put the fire of resolution to your soul, and
kindle a flame that nothing but death can extinguish.

ConscIENCE has & thousand witnesses. A good conscience is to the soul what
health is to the body. It preserves a constant ease and serenity within us, and more
than countervails all the calamities and afflictions that can befall us.*

Ler apy one adopt the practice of reflecting every morning what must necessarily
be dore during the day, and then begin by doing the most important things first,
jeaving the others to take their chance of being done or left undone.

THE Masonic Hall at North Attleboro, Mass., worth $20,000, was destroyed
by fire February the 28th, 1877. Many of the records were destroyed. Insurance
$14,000.

ANOTHER ‘‘oldest Mason” has beea discovered in Castleton, Richmond County,
New York, in the person of Bro. Elijah Pratt, aged 91 years. He has been a Mason
65 years.

Late Hotrs.--Grand Commander Gilbert, of Missouri, wants no man out after
eleven o'clock p.m. He says that after that hour man’as best asylum is his home.
Right.

FrepERricK THE Grear was made a8 Masoa on August 14, 1738, in Absolom
Lodge, Hamburg. The ceremonies began at midnight and lasted until four o’clock
in the morning.

QUARRELLING.—As & Mason you are to cultivate brotherly love, the foundation
and capstone, the cement and glory of this ancient fraternity, avoiding all wrangling
and quarrelling, all slander and backbiting, or permitting others to slander an honest
brother, but defending his character and doing him ali good offices, aa far as consist.
ent with your honor and safety, and no farther.

. _ReveLatioN.—Masounry primarily inculcates morals and the religion of nature, but
it has caught an additional spark from revelation and the Sun of Righteousnsss.
Ana isough masoury continues to burn with subordinate lustre, it lights the human
traveller on the same road; it breathes a concordant spirit oi universsl berevolence
-and brotherly love; adds one more thread to the silken cord of evangelical charity
which binds man to man, and crowns the cardinal virtues with Chriatian graces.,
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A @oLp coin, by fair usage, will wear two thousand years, before losing 30 mach
of its weight as to he greatly depreciated in value, or 8o much of its inscriptions as to.
be absolutely illegible, The analogy between this fact and the durability of Free-
masonry is suffic.ently exact.

THE occasion in life when we are called on to make substantial sacrifices for others.
and to perform acts of heroic kindness, are rare; but the occasions when we can show
little attentions and dv small human charities occur every day in the week, and almost
every hour in the day.

FrELING maketh a lively man; thought maketh a strong man; action maketh a
useful man; and all these put together make a perfect man—feeling, thought, action;
but neither can abide without the others. Some men think much, feel little, and act
less. They are universally unsafe and unlovely.

CoURAGE, 8o far as it is a sign of race, is peculiarly the mark of a gentleman or
lady; but it becomes vulgar if rude or insensitive, while timidity is not vulgar if it be
characteristic of race or fineness of make. A fawn is not vulgar in being timid, nor a
crocodile gentle because he is courageous.

SwepeN.—The King of Sweden, the Crown Prince, and Priuce John of Glucks-
burg have been initiated into Freemasonry. The ceremony was held in a newly built
hall in the presence of sixteen hundred brethren, including duputations from England, .
Germany and France. 1

CrviLiTY is to a man what beauty is to & woman, It creates an instantaneous im-
pression in his behalf, while the opposite quality excites as quick a prejudice against
him. It is a real ornament, the most beautiful dress that a man or womsn can wear,
and worth more as 2 means of winning favor than the finust clothes and jewels ever
won.

Rrapinc.—Kane Lodge, New York City, now possesses a masonic library of
over eight hundred bound volumes, procured at a cost of thirty-five hundred dollars.
They are adding to it, and increasing their literary wealth every day. A noble ex-
ample to the fraternity; * for,” says Lord Bacon, ‘‘reading makes the full man.” A
man must always be a dwarf who i8 not a reading man.

Goopr News.—We expect soon to see W. Bro. S. W. E. Beckner, editor of the
Gorner Stone, enlarging his weekly sheet. The adding to his corps of typos a boune-
ing boy of eleven-and-a-half pounds in these times certainly evinces more than an
ordinary degree of courage. The event took place on St. Valentine’s Day, and
the mother and boy are doing well. Our best wishes for Le jeune Editeur,—N. Y.
Masonic Chronicle. In all of which we cordially cencur.

A vERY poor old man was busy in planting and grafting an apple tree, when some
one rudely asked, ““Why do you plant trees if you cannot hope to eat the fruit of
them?’ With great calmness he raised himself up, and, leaning on his spade, replied,
¢‘Some one planted trees before I was born, and I have eaten the fruit: I now plant
for others, that the memorial of my gratitude may exist when I am dead and gone.”

THE Iatest amusement is termed the ‘‘Printer’s Delight,” and is performed in
the following manner: Take a sheet of note paper, fold it up carefully and enclose a
bank-note sufficiently large to pay up sll arrears and a year in advance. And what
adds immensely to the feat is to send along the name of a new subscriber, with cash
to balance. Keep your eye on the printer, and if you detect a smile the trick is a.
success. Try it. .

SEVERAL of the lodges in New York city and elsewhere, at stated meetings, occupy
the evenings, when no work is to be done, by reading short essays previously prepared,
on various subjects, and also selections from the best authors. The best speakers and
readers of the Lodge are previously notified to prepare themselves when wanted. In
this way all receive wages, and none go away dissatisfied. We would wish the custom
universal—ignorant masons would soon be less common.

ABoUT StixNe A MagoN. —Grand Master McDonald, of Indiana, was asked: Hasa
Mason a right, masonicslly, to sue a Brother of the same Lodge, without fitst bring-
ing it before the grievance Committee or the Lodge? To which he well replied: Unless
you have a provision in your by-laws (and yoa ought not to have), a Mason has a
perfect right to collect his debt in a legal manuer, the same as any other man.
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. ‘
GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF QUEBEC.

The following Circular has been forwarded to the Grand Chapters of the World
by M. E. Conp. J. H. Graham, Grand Z. of the lately formed Grand Chapter of the
Province af Quebec, which we have no doubt will lead to the immediate recognition
-of that grand body:—

GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL AKRCH MASONS OF QUEBEC.

OFFICE OF THE GRAND Z., RICHMOND, P. Q., DOMINION OF CANADA,
A.L 2th Dec., 2106, snd A.D. 27th Dec., 1878,
To the M. E. First Principal and other Officers and Companions of the Grand Chapter
of Royal Arch DMasons of...cccceeiireemrenriiiinornniernirisienions
FRATERNAL SALUTATIONS.

M. E. Sir AND Brrovep CoMPANIONS:

I bave the honor officially to notify you, that, on the 12th instant, a
regularly assembled convention of Royal Arch Musons, duly representing the seven
Chapters then working under Warrants from the Grand Chapter of Canada, was held
in the City of Montreal, and, having taken into careful consideration the condition
of Capitular Masonry in their said Province, unanimously and in perfect harmony
formed and established a Grand Chapte- in and for the Province of Quebec, in
accordance with the Ancient Customs, Constitutions, and Lund-Marks of the
Order

The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Quebec, therefore, hereby sends:
hearty fraternal salutations to your M. E. Grand Chapter, praying that your Grand
Body will be pleased to exiend fraternal recognition to and establish fraternal com- -
munication and representation with us as a duly constituted Grand Chapter, holding
and entitled to exercise supreme and exclusive Royal Arch Masonic jurisdiction
within our said Provinee of Quebec.

1t affords me extreme satisfaction further to inform you that the formation of
the Grand Chapter of Quebec has the concurrence of the g,d E. the Grend Chapter
of Canada, by permissive resolution passed at its Ananal Convocation, in 1874,

Heartily wishing your M. E, Grand Chapter ever continued peace and prosperity,
and praying that the benediction of the Most Hica may rest upon all faithful Com-
panions throughout the world, I have the honor, with profound regard, to be, yours.

fraternally,
J. H. GRAHAM,
J. T. McMINN, GRAND Z. GR. C, OF QUEBEC..
GRAND SCRIBE E.

OFFICERS 1876-1877.

JOHN BAMILTON GRAHAM, of Richmond, P.Q. - - M.E. First Principal Z.
GEORGE H. BORLASE, of Montreal, - - - - - R.E. Second ¢ H.

. JAMES DUNBAR, of Quebec, - - - - « - - - - ¢ Third ¢ J.
JAMES T. McMINN, of Montreal, - - - - - - - - ¢ @Grand Scribs E.
JOHN MCLEAN, of Montreal, - - - ~ - - - - - ‘¢ “ “ N,
JAMES GIBSUN, A ¢ ¢ Principal Sojourner.
ISAAC HENRY STEARNS, of Montreal, - - . - - ¢ ¢ Treasurer.
CHARLES W. WOODFORD, R “ ¢ Registrar.
JOHBN PORTEOUS, of Montreal, - - - - - - - - “  Jamtor.

.

AND AS GRAND S8UPERINTENDENTS OF DISTRICTS!

THOMAS MILTON, of Montreal, - R.E. Grand Superintend nt 3ontreal District.
W. H. WOOD, of Knowlton, - - ¢ “ “ Eastorn Townships D'st
CHRISTOPHER STAVELY, Quebec, “ « “ Quebec District.

‘Woe wish the new Grand Chapter all success.  *
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MEETING OF THE GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND.

The March Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of England, was held
at Freemasons’ Hall, London, on Wednesday, 7th instant. The Earl of Carnarvon,
Pro. Grand Master, presided; Lord Skelmersdale, Deputy Grand Master; the Earl
of Donoughmore, Senior Grand Warden, Bros. F. Pattison, as J. G. W.; Sir Albert
Woods (Garter), G. Dir. of Cera.; &. J. McIntyre, Q. C., Grand Registrar; J. B.
Monckton, President of the Board of General Purposes; Hervey, Grand Secretary;
S. Tomkins, Grand Treasurer; Dr. W. Rhys Williams, Assistant Grand Dir. of Cer.;
and the Grand Deacons and Pursuivants were in their places. There were present
altogether some 600 or 700 brethren, among whom were Lord de Tabley, W. W. B.
Beach, M. P., Sir Michael Costa, Colunel Burdett, General Brownrig, Richard Giddy,
Rev. Sir J. Warren Hayes, Thos. Fenn, Hyde Pullen, Rev. C. W. Arnold, Rev. Spence™
R. Wigram, S. Rawson, Rev. C. J. Martyn, Rev. R. J. Simpson, J. M. Clabon, Benj.
Head, Dr. Woodman, Dr. Jabez Hogg, F. Davidson, J. E. Middleton, Wilhelm Ganz,
Wilhelm Kuhe, A. H. Tattershall, Thothas Cubitt, Alderman Hadley, J. Wright, John
Coutts, J. C. Parkinson, J. A. Rucker, James Glaisher, R. J. Spiers, James Mason,
Joshua Nunn, H. J. P. Dumass, Capt. Platt, and Capt. H. J. Homfray.

The report of the meeting published in the Freemason of the 10th is so interest-
ing that we are tempted to give our readars a lengthy synopsis from it, the work and
Constitution of this jurisdiction being so similar to the English that we believe the
proceedings will be read by Canadian Masons with grest interest.

Grand Lodge having been formally opened, Sir Albert Woods, G.D.C., anounced
that the Grand Master of Nova Scotia was present, and called upon the brethren to
give him the customary salute. This having been done, business was proceeded with.
The minutes of Grand Ludys of December, and of the Especial Grand Lodge of 3rd
January were read by Graund Secretary and confirmed.

The followirg resolution, moved by the Earl of Carnarvon, seconded by Lord
Skelmersdale, was put to the meeting and carried unanimously, viz:—¢‘That the sum
of £4000 be voted to the National Lifeboat Institution, for the purpose of founding
and furnishing two lifeboat stations, in perpetuity, in such localities on the Eaglish
coast a3 the Sub-Committee, hereafter mentioned, shall decide.”

On motion & Committee was then appointed to confer with the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution, and to arrange all matters as to locality, &c., to carry the above
resolution into effect.

A handsome painting was presented to Grand Lodge by the Lodge of Friendship,
which on motian was accepted, and & vote of thanks passed to the generous donors.

Bro. R. F. Gould, P. M. 92, then rose to propose the election of H. R. H. the
Prince of Wales as Most Worshipful Grand Master for the year ensuaing, and in doing
8o said:—‘Having had the houor to nominate the Grand Master, it now becomes my
privilege to follow np the nomination by proposing in due form, and in accordance
‘with ancient custom, the re-election of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales to the high office
which for two years he has filled with so much grace and dignity. As I am conscious
that the brethren must he awaiting with a very natural impatience, the moment when
they can, by acclamation, give expression to the feelings, which are dominant in our
hearts, I shall trespass upon their attention for a fow seconds only, but however in-
adequate I may feel myself to the duty I am attempting to discharge, I believe myself
to be, though but 2 humble member of the rank and file, yet for the time being, the
spokesman both of Grand Ledge and the Craft, and I think it would be considered
unbefitting, if the cccasion were allcwed to pass by without there being manifeste
the most sincere appreciaiion of the vast and unprecedented stride which Masonr
‘has made within the two past years, during which it has been the nappiness and th¥
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pride of the Craft to be under the genial sway of his Royal Highness. I may be per-
mitted to assure our Royal Grand Master, that by graciously consenting to remain at
our head, & further incentive will be supplied to us all, to maintain and uphold the
dignity and high importance of Masonry, so as in all respects to merit a continuance
of that illustrious patrcnage, which we one and all so heartily welcome and ap-
preciate.”

The motion having been seconded, His Royal Highness was unanimously elected,
and Sir Albert Woods then declared the fact, announcing the Prince of Wales by all
his titles. The customary salute was thereupon given.

Bro. Samuel Tomkins was re-elected Grand Treasurer, amid loud applanse. A,
number of grants made by the Lod;ve of Benevolence was confirmed, when the follow- -
ing Report of the Board of General Purposes was read, recsived, and ordered to be
placed on the minutes. We give the report entire for the purpose of calling attention
to the firm discipline maintained by the Grand Lodge over its surbordinates:—

“The Board of General Purposes beg to Report that it having come to their
knowledge that the Tyndall Lodge, No. 1363, Chipping Sodbury, had been guilty of
Masonic irregularity by passing and raising brethren at shorter intervals than the
period prescribed by the Book of Constitutions, the Board investigated the circum-
stances, and, in result, srdered that the brethren in question be duly re-obligated

"and their certificates withheld until that be doae; and, further, that the lodge be
fined one guinea for the offence.

““The Board further report the investigation by them of a similar Masonic irregu-~
larity on the part of the Royal Alfred Lodge, 1028, Alfreton, a brother having been
raised 1n such lodge at a shorter interval than prescribed by the Book of Constitu-
tions, and that in result they have ordered the brother in question to be re-obligated
and his certificate to be withheld until that be done; and further that the lodge ba
fined one guinea for the offence. Signed,

““JorN B. MoNcrToN, President.”

To the report is subjoined a statement of the Grand Lodge Accounts at the lask
meeting of the Finance Committee, held on Friday, the 16th aay of February, 181T,
showir.7 balance in the hands of the Graud Treasurer cf £6997 19s. 2d.; and in the
hands of the Grand Secretary, for petty cash, £75; and for servants’ wages, £96 153,

Bro. Monckton said that some of the brethren might be disposed to think that
the fnes inflicted in the above cases were, as had been suggested, rather lenient than
otherwise, but he hoped Grand Liodge would think that the Board had erred on the
right side. They had received explanations in the cases, and they found that the
mistakes make by the brethren arose more from ignorance of the Masonic law than
from wilful Masonic irregularity. Grand Secretary had been instructed to warn the
brethren very strongly as to their conduct in future, and he hoped it would have a
beneficial effect.

The balance of the proceedings we give in full from the Freemason:—

The report of Bro. R. P. Harding having been adopted, Grand Lodge proceeded
with the appenls. The first was an appeal of Bro. Edmund Waller, M.D., the then
‘W. Master of St. Peter’s Lodge, 442, Peterborough, against the judgment of Bro.
Butler Wilkins, Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Northamptonshire and Hunting-
donshire, relative to dissentions which have arisen in the lodge, arising chiefly on the
subject of the powers and privileges of the W. Mastor.

Bro. MclIntyre, G. Registrar, in stating the case to Grand Lodge, said that this
appeal arose out of occurrences that took place at two meetings of the lodge of which
Dr. Waller was W. M. at the time, and it was a cass which re juired some consider-

tion; but he thought upon the whole Grand Lodge would cone to the conclusion
that the decision of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master in this instance should be
upheld. He did not say that the reason given by the Deputy P. G. M. for arriving
at his conclusion was exactly that which he (G.R.) would have arrived at; but he
thought when Grand Lodge had heard what really took place, it would say the
D, P.G.M.’s judgment skouid not be overruled. The first complaint arose with regard
to a meeting of a lodge when the ceremony of raising had to be performed. Dr
Waller, before the lodge met, asked a P.M. of the lodge to perform the ceremony for
him. The D.P.G.M. seemed to have tnought that Dr. Waller, in making that re-

¢
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qaest before the Icdge was held, erred, and was not acting within the scope of his
authority. So far the D.P.G.M. was wrong, and in this opinion which he (G. R.)
held, no doubt Lrethren who had been nsed to the working of the Oraft wonld con-
cur; because if a orother was to be asked to perform a ceremony, which should be
performed efficiently and well, timely notice should be given to him to get the cere-

mony up. In his opinion Dr. Waller did that which was right. Dr. Waller men-
tioned in the ante-room what he had done, and Bro. Buckle, who was the Senior
P.M., stated, wher Dr. Waller asked him to take the S.W. chair, that he would do
the raising. Bro. Buckle claimed the right. They referred to the Book of Consti-
tutions, which certainly on this point was as clear as possible. The part they referred
to was, “That should the Master die, or resign, or be incapable of performing his
duties,” the S.W. should summon the lodge, and the Senior P. M. should take the
chair, and in the absence of P.M.’s of the lodge the S.W. should ruleit. Hethought
there was a misapprehension on the part of a greal many brethren as to what was
the meaning of that law. If the W.M. should die there was no guestion that the
LP.M. should take the chair; but the great question turned on the words ¢‘ be in-
capable of performing his duties.” His (G.R.’s)idea of it was, that it meant physical
ineapacity; it did not mean that the W.M. was not able with accuracy and precision
to perform the whole of the ceremonies. If that were to be the case he was afraid
a great many brethren who had passed the chair might not go through with verbal
accuracy. (Laughter.) It must mban incapacity, through being insane, or placed
under some duress, o1 physical incapacity, through illness, which prevented his being
present in the lodge. But if the Master could be present in the lodge, and could
occupy the chair, this law did not apply to him. He had a right to preside over the
lodge, and to call upon any brother he chose, who was a member of the lodge to per-
form the ceremonies. (Hear, hear.) The brethren in this instance seemed to think
that it was absolutely necessary that the words should be spoken by the brother who
occupied the chair. This was a mistake. If the W.M. occupied the chair he might
call any brother to stand at his pedestal, or place him anywhere he liked in the lodge,
and commission him to repeat his ceremonies, and the words spoken by that brother
were the words of the W.M., But Bro. Buckle having said that if the W.M. did not
perform his duties he should seem to have thought that this ceremony was to be per-
formed from the chair. The W.M. left the chair, Bro. Buckle occupied it, and per-
focrmed the cersinony, and the W.M. protested against what was done. The minutes
were entered by the Secretary in the usual way, but after the minutes were entered,
it appeared that the W.M. made an interlineation in them. As the words originally
stood, Bro. Buckle objected to any brother performing the ceremony unless it was
performed by the W.M. The words interlined were that he insisted on performing
that duty. The minutes were put for confirmation at the next meeting, and the
‘W.M. did not state that he had caused the interlineation to be made; and afterwards
when it was discovered that it had been made there was 8 very angry discussiou, and
very strong language was used on both sides, some brethren threatening tc make a
complaint against them. A question arose about a brother of another lodge, and th=!
led to an angry discussion also. Then came a proposition that a testimonial should
be given to the Secretary. The W.M. rose and objected to it, and stated as his
reasons that the Secretary was inefficient and inattentive, and he refused to put the
resolution. The D.P.G.M. did not seem to have found that the W.M. did leave the
chair. He refused to leave the chair, and when the time came for closing the lodge
there was no answer to his gavel and he had to close the lodge down proprio vigore.
Then he made a complaint to the D.P.G.M. who examined witnesses on one side
and the other. There was a complete conflict of testimony between the W.M. und
one or two of the brethren. Ultimateiy the D.P.G.M. having the brethren before
him, heard their testimony, and seeing their demeanor was_more likely to come to a
just and proper coneclusion than this Grand Lodge could come to. Grand Registrar
then read the D.P.G.M.’s finding, and concluded by saying he did not think Grand
Lodge should disturb it. The W.M. in some of the things he did was amenable to
censure. Bro. Buckle did behave in a very insubordinate way to the Master, and
when censuring the W.M. of the lodge, the D.P.G.I. should have extended his
cengure to Bro. Buckle, who seemed to have stood too rigidly on his privileges, and
to have thought more of them than of assisting the W, M. in the duties of his office.
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‘There had been a departure from the principles of Freemasonry. Members of lodges,
officers, or past officers, ought to consider this; they were not to stand upon their
strict rights; strict rights were the most arrant injustice. Let every brother see that
by giving way a little he would be doing his duty in carrying out the principles of
Freomasonry, He felt compelled to move that the decision of the D.P.G.M. should
be confirmed; but at the same time he thought that the D.P.G.M. should have cen-
sured some others who deserved it, (Hear, hear.)

Dr. Waller said there was an error in one point of this matter—as to his making
an alteration in the minutes. He did not make it after the minutes were entered in
the minute book. The Secretary called on him with an abstract or outline of the
minutes, The alteratlon was made in what he thought was the draft.

The Earl of Carnarvon said: Brethren,—TLe question that I put to you is, that
the decision of the D.P.G.M. shall be affirmed. It is unnecessary for me in any way
to add remarks of my own, The Grand Registrar has explained with such extreme ,
clearness, and taken so much pains and trouble in mastering the case in all its details,
that I have no doubt Grand Lodge will be satisfied with the conclusion which he has
8o satisfactorily and painstakingly arrived at. You have heard a few words from Dr.
‘Waller; and I would merely remind 3 ou that the point discussed is a question of
. fact which it is impossible for this Grand Lodge of course to go into. They must be
content to accept the facis in the formal and official way in which they come before
them, viz., as presented by the statement of the Deputy Prov. Grand Master and
checked by the statement of the Grand Registrar. I think that Grand Lodge may
feel that they acted justly and fairly in this case, in agreeing to the motion of our
‘Grand Registrar; and at the same time Dr. Waller may feel that he is not incurring
any very heavy censure; it is a censure lightened and divided anong others; and ¥
trust the mere moral of this appeal will not be lost sight of, a8 has been put by the
Grand Registrar that in questions such as these, which will fzom time to time arise,
as every Provincial Crand Master, and as every member of provincial lodges must
know, constantly arise, that there should be a feeling of fraternal co-operation and
good will amorg the brethren, and that they should not, as Grand Registrar says,
stand upon their extreme rights, but help each other, and cven t6 accapt with Musonic
forbearance any little inequalities or irvegularities which they may cenceive thoy ars
subjected to. The motion, therefore, which I shall put to you is, “That the decision
of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master for Northamptonshire be upheld.”

The motion was carried nem. dis. -

The next appeal was exceptionally peculiar, being none other than sn appeal of
Bro. the Rev, William D Hobson, of the Tynwald Lodge, No 1242, Douglas, Isle of
T _sn, against a resolution of the Board of General Purposes, declining to interfere
between himself and Bro. John A. Brown, in a complaint submitted to them ina
matter not relating to the Craft. The Board being the inculpated parties, their
President, Bro. John B. Monckton, brought the matter up, net to move the resolutions,
but to state the facts. In laying them before the Grand Lodge, Bro. Mcnckton said
that Bro. Hobson, although absent, would no doubt read what was going to be said,
and when he did so he would most likely feel that he had not been dealt with other
than Masonically. The appeal in this case differed from other appeals. It was not
an appeal between two Masons on Masonic affairs, nor was it a complaint against a
decision on a matter in dispute; it was simply an appeal from the Board, who having
a complaint before them, felt that they had not jurisdiction to deal with it. To this
Bro. Hobson demurred, and he deried the opinion of Grand Lodge on the point, If
Grand Lodge thought the Board ought to entertain the complaint, they would have
©o take up the papers again. He should not conclude by moving anything, but leave
the matter in the hands of Grand Lndge. The circumstances are simply these: Bro.
Hobson and Bro. Brown were both members of the Tynwald Lcdge, Bro. Hobson
being Chaplain of the lodge, Bro. Brown, though not the proprietor, was the respon-
sible publisher of a newspaper called The Isle of Man Times, in which, last year, an-
article appeared reflecting very strongly on Bro. Hobson, not as a Mason, but rather
a8 a clergyman having something to do with some schools in the Isls of Man. He
k  opposed the steps taken by the School Board, and the article in the newspaper charged
¥ Bro. Hobson with twisting figures. Bro Hobson did not take an unwire course, but

I | brought aa action against the publisher. On the case coming on for hearing, Bro,

o
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Brown instructed his counsel to apologise, explain and retract, and the action was.
withdrawn, and there, as Bro. Hobson said, the matter would have ended, if Bro.
Brown had taken no further step. Bro. Brown thought it right for the honor of his
paper to put in an article afterwards, in which he explained away his former expla-
nation, in other words he seemed to say that want of legal proof induced him to with-
draw and apologise. He (Bro. Monckton) did not know what the laws of the Isle of
Man were, but Bro. Hobson did not again seek the redress of the law, but laid the
matter before his lodge, who by & majority declined to interfere. He then brought
it to the Board of General Purposes, and the Board having considered very carefully
the prima facia statement, were of opinion that in accordance with the Book of Con-
atitutions they had no right tointerfere. From this opinion Bro, Hobson now brought
his appeal to Grand Lodge, and it was ouly right to say that he gave three reasons in
support of his appeal. The Book of Constitutions in three places touched such a
subject. Bro. Hobson had quoted his authority correctly when he said that all dif-
ferences and complaints that could not be accommodated in a regular lodge were to
be taken to the Board of General Purposes. That was repeated in p. 6, but it was
qualified in 108. Brethren on the Board well knew that any private matters, like
money questions and domestic questions, were brought before them, but brethren
were told that unless it was Masonic the Board could do nothing with them; they
could not restore money, or a wife, or anything else. He thought, in all fairness to
Bro. Hobsen, the substance of his complaint, according to p. 18 of the Book of Con-
stitutions, being that a complaint by one brother against another brether of a lodge
could be brought before the Board, it was right to express his own opinion that if
they entertained matters which had nothing to do with Masonry the Board would
have more than enough to do. * ’

Bro. Raynham W. Stewart rose to move the confirmation of the rersolution of the
Board, but he was superseded by Bro. James Mason, who moved that the appeal be
dismissed. He said the matter raised a question of considerable importance, and
therefore was not lightly to be dealt with. The ancient charges enjoined upon
Masons a very excellent principle, that t. ey should, as far as possible, abstain from
legal proceedings one against the other, and that they should endeavor to bring all
their differences to a happy end. The quotation from the Book of Constitutions made.
by the worthy President showed one grand thing, that if complaints were brought
before the Board of General Purposes, the Board had authority to deai with them.
But it was not compulsory upon them to deal with these matters; and very rightly
they exercised their jurisdiction and treated trivial matters in the way they ought to
be treated when they were not outside Masonry. (Cries of ‘“Vote, vote.”) But there
might be things that were not strictly within the laws of Masonry. (Rsnewed cheers,
and cries of ‘‘Vote, vote.”) There were very many questions of very great impor-
tance to Masons, which might be adjudicated upon. (‘“Vote, vote.””) There were
many questions—(‘“Vote, vote.”) allow him to say, brethren, and he had the right of

speech, and it was un-Masonic to interfere with a brother when speaking—it was
the G.M. in the chair alone who could stop him. (‘‘Vote, vote.””) This practice of
interrupting a brother was not consistent with Masonry. There was a great principle
involved in this question. (Vote, vote.) A Mason might have a right to bring before
his lodge a matter, he might have a right to appesl to individual brethren outside
Freemasonry, and he might have a right to appeal to the Board of General Parposes,
and it was the right of the individual member, and it was the right of the Board of
General Purposes to discuss those matters. Here was an affair which ought to be
dealt with outside Freemasonry, the Board of General Purposes declined to interfere.
He moved that the appeal be dismissed.

Bro. Raynham W. Stewart seconded the resolution, which was put and carried
unanimously. ,
Bro. the Rev. Henry John Hatch, W.M. 160, then moved
¢“That a committes consisting of the Present and Past Grand Officers, the Pro-
vincial Grand Masters, and such other members of the Craft as the said committee
shall, in their discretion, deem fit from time to time te add to their numbers, be ap-
gointed to consider what steps should be taken to promote the building, either on the
'hames Embankment, or in svme other conspicuous part of London, of a Masonic
Temple, which, while offering more extended accommodation for the present require-
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meénts of Grand Lodge, shall be at once worthy of the rank, wealth, and increasing. .
importance of Freemasonry; an ornament to the chief city of the world, and a lasting -
memorial of gratitude to the G.A.0.T.U., not only for the safe return from India of
our M.W. Grand Master His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, but for the suc-
cess of his visit in eliciting and confirming throughout that vast territory a feeling of
universal loyalty and attachment to the Imperial rule of England.

$'That such committee shall be invested with full powers to procure plans and
estimates for such a building; shall consider the best means of raising the necessary
funds; and shall continue tu act and report te every succeeding Grand Lodge, untik
the Grand Lodge shall think proper to discontinue the said committee.”

Ho compared the condition of Masoury now with what it was 100 years ago, and
argued that the pressnt Grand Lodge was not larg. enough to meet the growing de-
mands of the Craft, which now 1equired greater accommodation. There were only
200 lodges and about 6000 Masons 1n existence 100 years ago; now there were 1660
odges and probably 400,000 or 500,000 Masons. Means were adopted then for
erecting the present building, and care was taken to provide sufficient room for the
brethren. He submitted that the same thing should be done now,

The motion not being seconded fell to the ground.

Bro. Benjamin Mallam, P.M. 108, withdrew his motion

“That & sum of money be given out of the funds towards the funds of the Alex-
andra Orphanage, sufficiently large in amount to allow of the coramittee to place one
of the blucks of the building apart for the use of infant orphans of Freemasons,”

Grand Lodge was then clused in due form.

LONDON MASONIC MUTUAL BENEFIT ASSOCIATION.

As many of our readers doubtless feel an interest in the progress of this
Assoisation, we give an interesting synopsis of the proceedings of the fifth
annual meeting held at London, on the 24th of January last, for which we
had not room in oar February number:—

In accordance with the 6th Clause of the Constitution the Annual Meeting wa
held as above, due notice of the same having peen given in the Toronto and London
newspapers, as well as by Circular to each member.

The meeting which comprised 115 Delegates holding 893 proxies, was called to
order by the President, R. W, Rev. Bro. G. M. Innes, taking the chzir at 2.30
o’clock p.m. And in a short and pointed address he dwelt upun what he considered
to be of vital importance to the welfare of the Aassociation, viz.: the adoption of
some scheme having for its object the establishing a Permanent Reserve Fund. The
several proposals having this end in view had besen mailed to each member with his
proxy paper on the 15th of December, 1875. Care had also been taken to furnish
to each member the opinion of W. R. Meredith, E.q., in reply to queries put to him
by the Directors for their guidarce (a copy of which is attached to this Report).
The Secretary, W. Bro. H. A. Baxter, was called upon to read the minutes of the
1ast Annual Report.

Moved by. W. Bro. M. D. Dawson, seconded by R. W. Bro. G. S. Birrell, and
Resolved,—That the reading of the minutes of last annusl meeting be dispensed with,
and that they be confirmed as printed. Carried.

The Fifth Annual Report was read in full, and on motion of the Secretary the
same was received. It was then taken up clause by clause.

Clauses Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 were adopted.

Clause No. b, embracing Nos. 1 and 2 Tables.—It was asked how it happened
that 15 names appeared upon the face_of this clause of the report as having each re-
ceived the exact sum of $2,000. The Secretary endeavored to explain that it was
impoesible for him to be bound to the exact Jetter of the By-Laws, not from any
fault of his own, bnt from laxity on the part of the members themselves in remitting
the amount of their dues, which rendered it absolutely impossible for him to arrive
at anything more than an approximation of what sum each was entitled to. Accord-
ing to Ciause 4, of pages 11 and 12, it was evidently assumed that no such delay as
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that above referrad to'would take place, and that the limit for remittances would be

one month. From that clause we are to gather tha interpretation of the expression
¢ each member good on the books.” Clause 18, Constitution. Therefore, according

to the strict letter, the representatives of s deceased member are entitled to nothing

beyond the puyments made within a month of the call upon such death. The Direct-

ors, however, in actual practice found that great difficulties would arise, and injuatice
would be done by adhering to the clause in the By-Law as it stood. The Secretary
was therefore authorized by them to extend the period to three months,paying to each
claimant a sum in advance, and at the end dividing the balance equally between
those representatives who have bacome entitled to a ¢all upon the members. Such
sims as were afterwards received, viz., after three months, were placed to the credit
of the Reserve Fund. For any further information upon this point reference was
requeated to be made to the Directors, as he (the Secretary) acts under them and by

their directions. Moraover, it is not the Secretary who is responsible for the sums

paid upon each death claim but the Auditors who ara appointed by the Annual

Moeeoting,

Clause No. 6, comprising Table No. 3, passed.

Olause No. 7 (end of Sacretary’s Statergent) passed. .

Clausv No. 8—The Financial or Auditor’s Statement—An explanation was de-
manded as to the right of the Directors to appoint Special Ageats or a Medieal
Referee. This was clearly explained by R. W. Bro. Q. Klotz by referring querist to
Section 10 of the Constitution and fully answered by Mr. Meredith’s answer there-
unto and a‘tached to this Report. Clause No. 8 passed.

Clause No. 9, the concluding one, was also read and passed.

It was then moved by R. W. Bro. 0. Klotz, and seconded by W. Bro. M. D.
Dawson, that the Fifth Annual Report as re-read be adopted. Carried.

The Committee on Credentials reported that 115 Delegates, representing 893
Proxies, had been passed by them.

Ax this stage of the proceedings it was moved by R. W. Bro. G. S. Birrell, and
seconded by V. W. Bro. R. Lewis, that the Presidant appoint a Committee of twelve
members present, the Vice President te bs Chairman, tu receive all papers, circa-
lars, &c., of or relating to the proposed schemes for augmenting the Reserve Fund,
and to bring iun a written report to this meating. Carried.

The President, fally concurring in this resvlution, appvinted the following, to=
wit:—V. Wor. Bro. R. Lewis, V. P., Chairman, Loundon; Bro. J. K. Otiver, King-
ston; Rt. War. Bro. Otto Klotz, Preston; Rt. Wor. Bro. D. McLellan, Hamilton;
Wor. Bro. W. L. Wilkinson, Toronto; Bro. Ed. Hosker, Goderich; V. W. Bro. W,
Carey, London; Bro. Chas. King, Whitby; Bro. Thos. Borrowman, Owen Sound;
Bro. Judge Hughes, St. Thomas; W. Bro. Jno. Eastwood, Port Elgin; W. Bro. F.
J. Smith, Bothwell; Bro. Jas. Campbell, Strathroy.

The Secretary was requested to supply all papers, circulars, &c., called for.

A motion to adjourn the meeting to 7.30 p.m., to enable the Committee to do
their work, was then put to the mesting and carried unanimously.

The meeting was brought to order at 8.25 p.m. by V. Wor. Bro. R. Lewis, Vice
President, taking the Chsir in the absence of the President, who was called away on
special and important business, when he called upon Bro. Judze Haghes to read the
Report of the Committes appointed by the president. This Judge Hughes intro-~
duced by a fow pointed remarks as to the cate and thrught givan to the different
:gnemes laid before the Comumittes. Their uninimous report he would now read to

em.

To the President of the London Masonic Mutual Benefit Association:—Annue
Mecting, 1877.

The Com-ittee appointed tn consider and raport npon the several schemes pro-
ponnded, of which notices have beon given, for the purpose of establishing and main-
f‘-‘x}unng a Permanent Reserve Fund fer the Association, beg leave to report as

ollows:—

1st.—They have amended all the various proposals set forth in the notices Iaid
before the Directors, purauant to the 20th Article of the Constitution, and they here-
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by beg leave, unanimousl&, to recommend that Articles 4 and 16 of the Constitution
be repealed and the following substituted therefor:— .

2nd.—The membership shall consist of those affiliated Masons wko join the .
Asgociation in pursuance of this Constitution, without limit as to number.

3rd.—That each member shall pay the sum of One Dollar on the'call of the
Secretary, made in accordance with the By-Law, on the death of any member of
the Association, and the sum of Fifty Cents on tho call of the Secretary, to meet
the claims of disabled members of the Association, in like accordance with the.
By-Laws. .

4th.—That all sums received by the secretary, over $2,000, on any such calls on
death of members, or 81,000 on calls on disability, shall be placed to the credit of
the Reserve Fand, to be used for the purpose of keeping down and reducing the
calls for deaths and disability. -

Bth.—That when in any one year the said calls exceed one and-a-half per cent-
of the membership, such excess shall be supplied by and taken out of the Reserve
Fund.

6th.—That all surplus of the Raserve Fund, not required for the use aforesaid,
shall be invested and kept invested in advantageous and safe securities to answer
the objects of the Association. :

7th.—That the amount to be paid out of moneys received from calls on members,
shall be at the rate of four-fifths or eighty per cent. on such receipts; but the sum
of $2,000 only shall be paid on the doath of any member, and the sum of $1,000
only shall be paid on the disability of any member. :

8th.—That any member of this Association, who has been a member thersof for
& reriod of 10 years and over, and who shall prove to the entire satisfaction of the
Board of Directors that he is not in a position to pay further calls, shall recsive a
compensation that may be decided on by sdid Board; such amount of compensation.
to be held by the Board of Directors in trust for him till the date of his death, to-
gether with the interest (at the same rates as received by the Association for moneys
invested by them), that may have accamulated on said sum or sums during the time
it may have been held by this Association, and in no case exceed the amount paid by
him to the Association. This clause to apply to all members in good standing a$
this date, and to date from January 24th, 1877; and further, said proofs of inability
to pay said call must be confirmed by the W. Master and Secretary of the Lodge to
which such member belongs and bear the seal of said Lodge, so that the Boazd of
Directors may arrive at proper and satisfactory proofs to ssid inability.

9th,—That all Articles of the Constitution and any By-Law inconsistent with
the foregoing shall be, and they are hereby repealed from this date.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

R. LEWIS, Chairman.

After which Rt. Wor. Bro. O. Xlot moved, and seconded by V. Wor. Bro. W.

Carey, that the Report just read be received. Carried.
¢ was moved by Bro. Jas. Rippon, and seconded by Bro. R. Goulding, that No.
3 plan or scheme be substituted for No. 5 scheme. Lost.

The members present formed themselves into a Committee of the Whole and

gppciinted Bro. J. X. Oliver as Chairman to consider the Committee’s report clause
y clause.

Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 Clauses were passed.

No. 5 Clanse was amended by Bro. Collomore moving, and Wor. Bro. Bangharg
seconding, that up to the number of 2,500 membership, death calls shall not exceed
1} per cont., and that over 2,500 members only 1 per cent. rate be made. Carried.

Moved in amendment to the amendment by Bro. J. Campbell, and seconded by
Wor. Bro. Atkinson, that the death calls shall not exceed 30 in any year. Lost.

Nos, 6 and 7 Clauses were passed.

No. 8 Clause was amended by Bro. Collomore moving, and Wor. Bro. Banghark
seconding, that when it is found that any member is unable to pay 'his calls, the
monies paid him shall be refunded to such member with proper interest thereon and
o date from that of his policy. Carried.

No. 9 Clauss passed. )

The Vice-President, V. Wor. Bro. R. Lewis, assumed the chair, when Dr. J. K.
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Oliver reported the scheme as amended. The amended report was not adopted—182~
yeoas, and 710 nays.

It was moved in amendment to the amended report by R. W. Bro. O. Klotz,
and seconded by Bro, C. King,—That the Committee’s report as read by Judge
Hughes, be adopted. Carried, by 98 members voting 762 yeas, and 17 members
voting 130 nays. )

The report of the scheme brought in by the Comumittee appointed by the Presi-
dent was then declared carried in its entirety.

The election of officers was then proceeded with, when the following were elected:

V. W. Bro, Rev. G. M. Innes, President; and V. W. Bro. R. Lewis, Vice-Presi-
dent, by acclamation.

Directors—R. W. Bro. G. 8. Birrell, 701; Bro. Judge Hughes, 687; I. Waterman,
491; J. Campbell, 320; Wm. Skinner, 49; C. F. Goodhue, 8.

The first three named were declsred elected for two yeurs,

Bro. A. Smyth and John Burnett were elected Auditors.

Moved by R. W. Bro. D. McLellan, seconded by V. W. Bro. Carey, that the
proceedings of this meeting be printed, and that each member be supplied with a
copy of the amended Constitution and By-laws. Carried.

Moved by Bro. Chas. King, seconded by Bro. Judge Hughes, that the thanks
of this meeting is hereby given to the President, Vice-President, Directors, Auditors
and Secretary for their very efficient services during the past year. Carried.

Three cheers were called for by R. W. Bro. O. Klotz for the ‘“ Queen,” after
which the meeting was declared closed at 1.30 o’clock a. m.

H. A. BAXTER,

Mechanics’ Institute, 24th January, 1877. Secretary.

QUERIES SUBMITTED TO W. R. MEEEDITH, ESQ., Q. C., ON BEHALF AND FOR THE GUIDANCE
OF THE DIRECTORS OF THBE LONDON MASONIC MUTUAL BENEFIT ASSOCIATION.

Orrice—418 Talbot Street, November, 1876.

W. R. MerepiTH:—Sir—I am directed by the Board of this Association to lay the fol-
lowing queries for your consideration and opirion.
H. A. BAXTER.

" A 1st—To tax the heirs or representatives of each member.
A 2nd—To tax the members on each death or disability.
A 3rd— A ‘“Medium Plan” {0 pay a definite sum at each death or disability; surplas
accruing to be placed-at the credit of the Reserve Fund. In this scheme the membership
to be unlimited, whilst in Nos. 1 and 2, membership limited to 2,500 each.

QUERIES. *

1st—As to raising a permaneat “Reserve Fund.” The interest accruing thereon shall
be applied from time to time on payment of calls when said calls exceed above an average
ratio say 11 per cent per annum of the membersbip. See Clause 20, page 10, Counstitution;
Clause 6, page 20, By-laws.

20d—As to disabilits. Chn this clause be more clearly defined as to “‘Spinal Affec-
tion?’ Could a sub-clause be submitted for paying parties so affected a certain monthly
allowance until such time or times as said conplaint takes a more defined shape, as the
Pirectors have much trouble in dealing with it? Or could that portion be done away with,
Ieaving only those of a total loss and by accident of hand, arm or leg, or loss of sight? 1Is
severaoce a loss? See page 5, Clause 2; page 8, Clause 17; page —, Clause 2.

3rd—In sending out “‘Proxies” to members a8 pointed—page 13, Clause 5—is it neces-
sary to send with them the contemplsated changes to the Constitution and By-laws, and as
painted out in the marked Circular of the 15th May, '76, or can snch a change as there
mentioned be legally done? .

4th—Can the Directors appoint a ‘‘Medical Referee” and a Travelling Inspector—both
paid—under clause? Page 22, Clause 3; page 23, Clause 4; page 6, Clause 10.

(Signed by Order) H. A. BAXTER,
Secretary.

Lo~Npox, ONT., December 5, 1876.

Ste, —With regard to the suggested changes in the Consiitution and By-laws of the
Tondon Masonic Mutual Benefit Association referred to in your memorandum of November
1ast, I may remark:—

1at—That no amendment of the Constitution can be proposed at your next annual
meeting unless notice in writing of the intention to propose it has been addressed to the
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' Secretary and leit with bhim at the office of the Association at least two months Lefore the 7

sonual meeting, or unless the Secretary hag sent a copy of the proposed Amendment to esch
membet at least thirty days before the meeting. Section 20.

With regard to the right of the Association (the proper notices having been given) by
the requisite majority to mak‘he amendments mentioned in your memorandam, I am in-
clized to think that numbers one and two would be within the authority of the meeting.

The only dificulty arises owing to the office bearers having when filling their declara«
tion assumed in it to deal with matters as to which, according to the provisions of Act 34,
Vict. Cap. 32, Act 5, they had notbing fo do, they could not override the provisions of the
Charter permitting amendments in it to be made in the way pointed out by Section 20.

1 do not think the office-bearers had any such power, and that Section 20 is still in

I would recommend, however, that the annual meeting should, if it adopt either of the
amendments proposed, by resolution authorize the Board, if necessary in its opinion, to.
apply to the Legislature to ratify the amendments so that if it be deemed safer fo get the
Legislature to intervene, that course can be taken without waiting for another year.

I am inclined to think that either Plan No. 2 or Plan No. 3, mentioned in the Com~
mittee’s Report, would be more in accordance with the stheme contained in the Charter,
and therefore better than Plan No. 1.

1 do not think it wonld be desirable to make the change proposed by your memoran-
dum as No. 3 (with regard to disability). . :

As your Constitution and By-laws read, I do not think they extend to the case of dis-
ability arising from disease, which I am told is most to be gnarded against and most feared,
and as the adoption of that amendment would make a fundamental change in the contrsct
entered into between the members by the adoption of the Constitution and By-laws, I think
it would be very doubtful if it wonld be operative without confirmation by the Legislature, -

I understand, however, that notice has not been given as to this amendment; if so, it
cannot properly come up at the annual meeting. .

I think the proxies should be general in their terms, Jeaving to each member to instruoct
his Representative what to do, or not, az he pleases, and that it i8 not advisable to suggest

to the members as the Board could by the form of proxy proposed—the tying of the proxy’s - -

hands.
I thinks Section 10 of the Constitution confers ample authority on the Bsard to do.
what is asked as to By-laws. Query No. 4
Yours truly,
W. R. MEREDITH.
To H. A. BaxTer. Esq.

LOCAL BOARD ¥OR 1877.

B W.Bro.G. M. Inpes......oceoneinaans President | V. W. Bru. R. Lewis, 15°... .......... Vice-President. -
‘ DIRECTORS. :
R. W. Bro.G. S. Birrell, 32°.............. Tuscan, 195 | W. Bro. M. D. Dy vson......... ......8t John's, 20
V. W. Bro. 1. Waterman, 16°............. Tuscan, 195 | V. W. Bro. W. M. Carey, ...Kilwinning, 64
Bro.Judge Hughes...............ceenee. St. Thomas { W. Bro, Thos. Winnott................ St. John's, 20
PROVINCIAL DIRECTORS. )

KAMES. DISTRICT F.0.ADDRESS NAMES, DISTRICT P.0.ADDEESS
B. W. Bro. T. C. McNabb....... St. Clair....Chatham | W. Bro.John Kerr.......... St. Lawrence..Kingsten
B.W. Bro. D. B. Burch, 15"....London ....Lambeth | W. Bro.J. Easton, 18° M.D..St. Lawrence. .. Prescott
R. W. Bro. J. J. Mason, 82" ... Hamilton.. Hamilton | W. Bro. E. C. Barber........ Ottawz. .. ...... Ottawa
B. W. Bro. Daniel Spry 82°....Torontw......Toermto | W. Bro.J.H.Bell, G. Lodge.. Manitoba ... Winni
R. W. Bro.J. B. Trayes... .Ontano. .. Port Hope | W. Bro. Wm. H. Mills....... Wellington...... Guelph
V. W.Bro. Wm. Forbes. ....... Niagam......Grimsby | W. Bro. . D. Hapson....... Montreal...... Montresl
W. Bro. J. E. Harding......... Huron....St. Mary’s | W. Bro. Chas. King......... Ontario.. ..... Whitby
‘W. Bro. C. Bennett............ Wilson..Port Rowan :

AUDITORS.
Bro. John Burnett, 18°.............. St. John's, 2092 | Bro. A, Q. Smyth..............ll ‘Tascan, 185
'W. Bro.H.A.Baxter, 18" P.M.Kilwinning,04, Sec-Treas | Bankers........ccceeiiieeiiiinanenas Molson’s Bank
With 235 Local Agents and Examining Physicians,

Bro. George MansfCJ, Special AGent......civiernenerenanoiatiiaaiieoann.. aeenes .- .Albion Lodge, No, 88 °
Bro. V. A. Brown, Medical RefErts. ... ceersienrieenrseaeteeasieaaaieanns Kilwinuing Lodge No. 84, London

Ovur illustrious Brother, the Emperor of Germany, when he submitted to his
father his desire to enter the Masonic Fraternity, was told that ¢ he might without
foar embrace Freemasonry, for the Freemasons had always given him proofs of their
fidelity, attachment and obedience.” This was related by the Emperor himself, in
reply to an address upon the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his initistion
at Belin, Msy 22, 1865. .
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LECTURE. &
Delivered by Bro. the Rev. R. H. Starr, S. W., at a regular meeting of
Doric Lodge, No. 121, Brantford.

__BreTareEn,—As members of our Ancient and Honorable Grder we believe
in the Great Architect of the Universe. He has spoken to man in two voices.
His revelation of Himself consists of two volumes, the volume of nature and
the volume of the sacred law. On the former of these I propose to say a few
words this evening. ‘¢ God is & declaratory God, speaking in ten thousand
voices, and the whole year is one Epiphany—one day of manifestation.”

¢ Every bird that sings,
And every flower that stars the elastic sod,
And every breath the radiant summer brings,
To the pure spirit is a word of God.”

¢ Flowers, the noblest and the lovliest; colors, the most gorgeous and
most delicate; odors, the sweetest and the subtlest; harmonies, the most
soothing and most stirring; the sunny glories of the day; the pale Ely-
sian graces of the moonlight; silent, pinnacles of aged snmow in ome
hemisphere; ~the marvels of tropical luxuriance in anether; the serenity of
sunsets; the sublimity of storms;” these are but features in the warp and
woof of the wondrous garment in which the Invisible enrobes His mysterious
loveliness, and through and from which He speaks to His listening children.
Nature, myriad-tongued, proclaims a God. .

There is one feature, however, which makes the manifestation most clear,
‘the voice most distinet; it is the design which is everywhere impressed upon the
works of the Great Architect. On this I propose to say a few words. Allthe
animal creation teems with marks of purpose and contrivance. To illustrate
$ake

1. «The fowls of the air.” The warm covering of birds, in order to meek
their peculiar wants, must be portable as well as warm. Hence we find this
order of creation clad with a feathery garment weighing, at most, abott an
oance and a half. To understand how admirably this covering has been de-
signed, remove the feathers from a bird and give it to man to clothe. His
failure will prove the necessity of a higher intelligence than his—that of the
great Designer and Framer of all things. But this covering would be of little
use were the wet absorbed by the plumage. Instead of being a blessing to
its possessor it would provea curse. Hence we find birds supplied with a small
oil-vessel from which the required protection against the wet is furnished for
their plumage. To understand the efficiency of this provision, it is only
necessary to watch a bird emerge from his morning bath and see how com-
pletely a shake or two will remove every particle of moisture from his coat.
But further. Birds thus wondrously clothed must fily. This motion through
the air would be effectually prevented by a heavy skeleton such as that of
mgn. (Thus far all attempts at flying on man's part have been but sbortive
efforts.) Hence they are provided with tubes of thin bone surrounding a
cavity filled with air. Again. Their pinions must be light as well as sirong.
Hence the barbs of the feathers have roughened edges so that they form one
strong, continuous surface, almost imperious to the air they beat. The speed
and endurance of certain species on the wing are enormous,—‘Every feather
is a mechanical wonder.” Turn now fo the beak of the bird, and see how
wonderfally it is adapted, in the several varieties, to their respective habiis
and food. The wood-pecker’s bill is ‘‘a pointed %ool fipped with the hardest
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horn.” With it the bird bresks open the bark of trees in search of inseots.
The tongue is equally adapted to its peculiar wants. It can be shot out three
or four inches beyond the bill aud being armed with & sharp point and.den-
$ated on both sides assists the bird ii securing the prey which the beak has
discovered beneath the bark. The duck’s bill is flat, and in order that the
water may be strained off and the food retained. is lined with plates of horn.
The snipe and woodcock find their food in marshy or mellow ground, and
hence are furnished with long, pointed, sensitive bills, for piercing the surface
and reaching and detecting the worms «.d slugs on which they feed.

2, Take an illustration from the Insect world. The peculiar confcrma- -
tion of the cell of the honey-bee, is at once the wonder and the admiration of /
mankind., <The bottom of each cell is the shape of & flattened pyramid with
three rhombic sides the shape of the diamonds on playing cards. This gives
the greatest strength and greatest capacity with the least expenditure of ma-~
terial.” A distinguished mathematician has determined that the two angles
should be respectively 109 deg. 28 min. and 70 deg. 82 min., by mathematical .
calculation, and by actual measurement they are found to be 110 deg. and 70
deg. So wondrously has the Great Geometrician of the universe taught this
tiny inseet to frame its cell. But these cells are the store-houses for the
honey and in order to p: serve this from fermentation the bee needs wax.
The two substances have an entirely different origin. The bee finds the
honey but makes the wax. The one is gathéred from the flowers, the other,
which i8 necessary to its preservation, is provided for by the Great Desiguner -
who has so constructed the bee that the wax is formed by a digestive process "
in the body of the insect.

3. Look now at the 4nimal Kingdom, take as anillustration the stomach
of the camel. This animal lives in the desert and makes long journeys where .-
it i8 impossible to obtain water. How is this want met? We ‘ind that lymg .
between the membranes of the second stomach, and opening into the stomach
by small square apertures near the top, are a number of distinct sacks. After -
the stomach is full of water these annexed bags are filled through the orifices
at the top. Thus the camel traverses the desert sands, armed with a supply
of water which he carries in him, free from the action of the gastric juice,
and ready for use whenever thirst becomes oppressive. :

Turn to the human frame. The eye of man is most wonderfully adapted. :
to his wants, and eminently calculated to lead the mind ‘‘from nature up to
nature’s God” as he looks abroad upon the works of the Great Architect of .
the Universe. His ear is delicately framed, and may be attuned to catch the
highest harmonies of heaven. Both in their usefulness and marvellous con- «ii
trivance are comparatively well-known. Hence, I have selected as an illustra-
tion in this department the structure of the larynz and the epiglottis. Down -
the human throat are two pipes, one leading to the stomach, the other to the. .
lungs. The former is the passage for food, the latter for the breath and voice, -3
and both open into the lower part of the mouth. Hence & difficulty oceurs, .
viz: the passages being so contiguous, to prevent the food which should. .
descend into the stomach froxs slipping into the wind-pipe, the road to the
lungs. Woe all know the uncomfortable sensation produced when a crumb. -
goes down the wrong way. Then how is this difficulty met? The food

» Passage opens into the bottom of the mouth like the upper part of & funnel.
Into this the wind. pipe enters by a slit. This slit is covered by & closely fit-. .-
ting valve. The food glides over this in its downward passage, and its. ..
weight, fogether with the action of the muscles in swallowing, close the valva. -
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tightly; but no sooner has the food passed than the valve raises by its own
action, and allows a free inlet and outlet for the air to and from the lungs.
When we remember how frequently we swallow, and how constantly we
breathe, the mechanism of this contrivance in its wonderful adaptability to
our wants, will be seen in all its beauty as designed and fashioned by the
Great Architect.

But look further. There is one animal which has to swallow and use hia
breath at the same instant. The elephant drinks by sucking up water into
his trunk and then blowing it into his throat. Hence the water is actually
passing down the throat while the air-valve is open. Here again the wisdom
of the Great Designer comes to his aid. In order to provide against inter-
ference. achannel hasbeen furnished to the eléphant, at either side the epiglottis,
down which the drink quietly passes without running into the apen wind.-pipe.

There are many other instances of design and contrivance which might
be adduced from the volume of nature, to show the intelligence and love dis-
played by she Great Architect of the Universe toward the creatures of His
hand; but these few which I have selected from reliable sources, and for which
I lay claim to no originality, must suffice this evening.

¢**The Lord of all Himself through all diffused,
Sustains and is the life of all that lives;
Nature i8 but the name for an effect
‘Whose cause is God. He feeds the secrat fire
By which the mighty process is maintained;
‘Who sleeps not, 18 not weary; in whose sight
Slow circling ages are as transient days;
Whose work is without labor; whose designs
No flaw deforms, no difficulty thwarts,
And witose benificence no charge exhausts.”

MASONIC RECORD.

AT HOME.

Tar New Masoxic Havt, Guerpa.—The Masonic Celebration Committee met
on Thursday evening, 22nd inst., and finally arranged for the opening of the new
Hall, which will take placc on the 20th of April, the interesting ceremonies being
conducted by the M.W. the Grand Master of Canada and officers of Grand, Speed and
‘Guelph Lodges, to be witnessed by a large concourse of the local and visiting Breth-
ren. The ceremonies will begin at 3.30 p.m. In the evening a grand ball and supper,
parlor and other amusements will take place, under the patronage of the distinguished
‘brethren above mentioned, in the Misonic Hall. Invitations will be sent to all lodgea
in the District, and to other prominent places in Ontario. The number of tickets to
be issued to non-Masons is necesssrily limited, and thoae desirous of attending will
please signify their wishes to any of the local brethran who will sea that invitations
are sent them. The Craft of Guelph ave deserving of great credit for the magnificent
building they have erected, and it 18 to be hoped that the forthcoming festival will ba
a worthy success. The tickets admitting lady and gentleman have been placed at the
1ow figure of $3 each, extra lady 75c: supper te be provided by Bro. Little, and the
music by Bros. Lawrence & Vale’s Quadrille Band. W.M. Bro. John Inglis is Chair-
man, and Bro. J. C. McLagan, Secretary of the Joint Committes. Messrs. Scarlet &
Johnston, of Brantford, have been given the contract to furnish the Hall, and the
furniture is expected to arrive about the 13th of April.

We gladly welcome to our table The Scoftish Freemason, the first numbereof
which, dated Glasgow, March 2ad, has been received. The number contains a great
deal of original and zelected matter of interast to the Craft, and we earnestly trast
that the enterprising proprietor, Bro. Geo. Kenning, will meet with generous sup-
port from the brethren throughout Scotland, of whose interests the Scottish Free-
mason will, we doubt not, be a worthy and capable champion. The subacription is
7s stg. per annum,
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Freemason's Harn.—The Halifax Clronicle thus refers to the new Masonic Hall
recently erected in that city:—¢“The handsome building erectad by tHe Masonic
brotherhood in this Province is being decorated internally in a manner that reflects
great credit on the artists engaged in the work. When the peinting of the various
tooms is finished the Masons of Nova Scotia will possess & Blue Lodge Room and &
Knights’ Templar Room far superior to similar rooms in others parts of Canada.
The Blue Lodge Room has been painted by Messrs. Bottani & Rusca, of New York,
under the superintendence of Mr. G. T. Smithers, who designed the general plan.
The walls are panelled in stune color, in imitation of pillasters and heavy corniee.
On the eastern wall, directly behind the Master’s seat, the puanel represents the sun
rising in the open sky; the corresponding panel on the western wall, behind the
Senior Warden'’s chair, shows the setting sun. The sua at noon is painted on the
centre panel of the south wall, behind the Junior Warden’s chair. The ceiling ia
painted to represent the firmanent with the crescent moon in the south. Masonic
emblems, used in the ceremonies of the craft, are painted in similar panels, and are
at once ornamental and useful. This room will not be occupied till after the conse-
cration ceremonies in June next. The furnishing and ornamentation of the Kaighta®
Templar room have been entirely designed by Mr. G. T. Swmithers. The woodwork
is by Messrs. William & Leverman. The stalls of the Kaights are ranged round the
gides of the room and are richly decorated. The work in thisroom is not yet finished,
but when completed and lit up at night the etfect will be striking. Mr. Smithersand
I\gessrs. Bo’ttani & Rusca deserve praise for the manner in which they have execated
their task.’

New Lopge.—M. W. Bro. J. K, Kerr, having granted a dispensation for a new
Lodge at Streetsville, in the Torountoe District, to be called ‘¢ River Park” Lodge, a
large number of brethren from Oakville, Brampton, Toronto, Eglington and Cooks-
ville, assembled at the Masonic Hall, vn the 27th instsnt, when R. W. Bro. D. Spry,
D.D.G. M., ussisted by R. W. Bro. J. G. Buras, P.G.R., conducted the ceremonies
of organizing the Lodge. The officers nominated in the Dispensation are:'W. Bro.
Jos Barber, W.M.; Bro. D. Moors, S.W.; Bro. J. G. Owen, J.W.; Bro. Beatty,
Sec.; Bro. Robt. Barber, Treas. After the invastiture of the officers, R. W. Bro,
Burns, read an interesting essay entitled ‘¢ Practical Suggestions for the Successful
Management of a Masonic Lodge,” for which the thanks of the lodge were tendered
to the R. W. Brother. The brethren then adjourned to the barquetting hall,where
they partook of a sumptuous repast provided by the Ladge. We cordially wish the
new Lodge a long, useful and prosperous career.

AT a special assembly of the Hugh dg Payne’s Proceptory of Knights Templar
held at the Masonic Hall, Kingston, on Thursday evening, 29th instant, V. E. Sir
Knight T J. A. Henderson, Q.C., D.C.L., Provincial Prior, installed the following
officers for the ensuing year:—

E. Sir Knight DONALD ROSS, E.P.
¢ ¢ THOMAS GORDON, Constable.
J. GALLAGHER, Marshal.
T. A. PARNELL, Chaplain.
V.E. ¢ e JOHN KERR, Treasurer.
.o« ‘e W. D. GORDON, Registrar.

:
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ce e + P. BAJUS, Sub-Macshal.
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« € H. NUTTALL, Captaia of the Gaard.

s ‘e JONH MUNROE, Almoner.

D. W. ALLISON, 1st Standard Baaver.
G. J. LAZIER, 20d Ssandard Bearer.
THOMAS SEALE, 1st Herald.

W. H. ORCHARD, 2ad Horald. ’
E. BALL, Guard.

VeRvLAM Lopce.—On the evening of the 5th inst., the brethren of Veralam
Lodge, No.268, Bobeaygeon, received a fraternal visit from Corinthian Lodge, Pater-
boro’. © ‘W, Bro. Rogers, assisted by W. Bros. H. Winch, R. P. Boucher, Charles E.
Stewart, performed the ceremony of installation, W. Bro. R. K. Connell, being in-

- stalled W. M.; W. Bro, Chas, E. Stewart, L P. M.; J. G. Edwards, 8. W.; Wn.
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~ Kennedy, J. W.; J. Kerr, Chaplain. W. B. Read, Treas.; J. H. Thompson, Secy.
" The third degree was exemplified by the W. Bros., and a very instructive and agree-
able evening was spent.

Bro. Edward Moss, who died on Dec. 8th, last, whose will was proved on the
10th ult., bequeathed, amongst many other legacies, one to the Zetland Lodge of
Freemasons of Montreal, of which deceased was for many years Treasurer.

Disp.—At New Hamburg, on 14th Janunary, 1877, JouN ERNsT, Jt., aged 46 years and
6 months, Deceased was 2 member of New Dominion Lodge, No. 205, and was buried
with Magonic honors, over one bundred Masons turning eut in Regalia, and about 2,000

ple attending the Funeral. Our late Brother was well known in the vicinity and was
ighly estsemed by the Craft and his fellow citizens generally for his many virtues,

Bap Burrer.—At the last session of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, a case by
eppeal was presented for redress, in which a brother had been expelled from Masonry
by his Lodge for selling ‘* bad butter.” From the evidence it did not appear that the
butter was strong enough to appear as a witness against him, yet it was evidently
strong enough to kick the owner out of the fraternity; although the sentence was
modified by the Grand Lodge to suspension.

TWO TRIALS YOR ONE OFFENCE.

It ig true that there is no Masonic law expressly touching the question, to be
found in the Regulations or Ancient Constitutions. But the same may be said of
very many principles that are adopted into Masonic law. All rules of right aad
justice, gro ring out of the relations of man to bis brother man, though not found in
the old co: stitutions, are universally accepted as binding upon Masons. The
very design of these rules is to defend right against might—to protect the right of
the individual against the might of the many. And Magonry, more than the civil
law, more than any law save that of the New Testament, teaches that the rights of
the individual must be sustained.

As under the civil law a prosecution for an offence is a contest between the gov-
ernment representing the whole people and an individual—so under the Masonic law
a prosecution is a contest between the fraternity and the accused.

One of the early concessions, and, as it has ever been considered, one of the most
important concessions won by the people from arbitrary power, was that no one
should be twice put in jeopardy for the same offence. So jealous were our fathers in
respect to this, that no constitution has ever been framed, in which this principle
was not expressly embodied. It is the result of the wisdom of past ages, and is sus-
tained by the support of nearly all the civilized world. If, as is universally admited,

it iz & wise and just principle in the administration of civil law, it follows that it is a.

wise and just principle of Masonic law; for a man i8 no wiser as a Mason than as a
citizen, and he should be at least as just as a Mason, as he i8 as a citizen.

But it is said that under this principle the guilty may escape just punishment;
this is true, since men are not perfect, and no more so as Masons than as citizens;
but the same would be true under any mere human system. The evils that would
result from the opposite rule would be much greater than the occasional failure of
justice. It would open the door to the accuser, to renew the charges and compel a
trial thereon as often as he pleased. The result would be an interminable wrangle in
every Lodge in the land. Innocent parties would be subjected to repeated accusa-
tions and trials, and harmony would never again be known among us. This would
not necessarily be the result of malice; for it is almost the universal rule that the
defeated party in such a trial firmly believes that the decision is wrong and unjust,
and if he could have a new trial he could show it, this is human nature.

Let us not reject rules which the wisdom of ages and all nations have established
for the protection of the one against the many—for tho defence of right against
might.—Josiah H. Drummond.

Mosr of the shadows that cross our path through life are caused by standing in.

our own light.



