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i Horace, B. 3, Ode 3.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

Tue name of the individual who forms the sub-
ject of this brief memoir, has for many years been
before the public, and is now familiar with allmen’s
tongues. It will not, therefore, be uninteresting to

in a colonial assembly. He has lived to see those
rights destroyed, and his fellow citizens again driv-
en back, to suffer under that despotism from which
he had succeeded about half a century ago in res-

the Amerlcan public, to learn a few particulars of cuing them. In the words of Grattan, the celebra-

one who, by his devotion to American principles,
has made himself'at once dreaded by the British
government, and beloved by the great mass of the
people of the Canadas, where he has been, forover
a quarter of a century, the steady, unpurchased
and unpurchaseable champion of democracy.
Louis JoserH PariNEsv, speaker of the house
of assembly of Lower Canada, was born in thecity
of Montreal, in October 1789. The family had
originally emigrated into Canada, towards the end
of the seventeenth century, from the village of Mon-
ligny, near Bourdeaux, in the south of France.

Mr. Papineau’s father, Joseph Papineau, was a
-notary. He is a gentleman of great respectability,
and when in public life, was the most influential
member ofthe house of assembly, in which body,
he sat from the commencement of the Constitution
in 1791 to 1810, 0r 1811. Though still in the full
possession of all his faculties at the advanced age
of 86, he has for many years retired into private
life. This venerable patriarch is the father of the
Canada constitation. To his exertions, during a
-series of years, previous to 1790, is that country in-
debted for the representative form of government,
which the British parliament is now about to des-
troy. In bis youth, he found his country abandon-
ed to a military despotism; his countrymen with-
out any political existence in their native land, and
their. lives and property at the mercy of every
stranger, whom chance or patronage mdy have
drifted on their shores. He exerted himselfto pro-

cure for them that rankin the body politic, which —

their numbers and wealth entitled them to. He
procured for them some political power, by obtain-
“ing for them the right of choosing representatives

ted Insh patriot, he may truly say, ¢ I have watch~
ed by the cradle of my country, and now I I'ol-
low her hearse !”

‘The subject of the present brief biographical
sketch, was sent at an early age to Quebec to be
educated at the seminary under the superintend-
ence of the catholic clergy of that city. Inthe 17th
century an extensive and highly respectable ¢ol-
lege was established in the city of Quebec, by the
Jesuits, where the youth of the colony were edu-
cated.
ada, one of its first steps * for the, enes
of learning,” was to expel the Jesuiis,
this college into a Barrack, (to whik
pose itstill continues to be put.) The c]erwy were
therefore obliged to raise a building for the edu-
cation of the rising generation, and to lhis estab-
lishment Mr. Papineau was sent, to go through his
studies. Here he remained until he was 17 years
of age. His collegiate course being completed, he
entered on the study of the law, and was called to
the bar about the year 1811-12. He had however
been previously elected in the year 1809, and whilst
still a student at law, to represent the county of
Kent, (now the county of Chambly,) afier a hard
contest, in which he wasopposed by all the strength
of the then government party. This county he
represented during two parliaments, after which he
went in for the west ward of Montreal, for which
place he has been uninterruptedly elected for the
last 20 years.

Mr. Papineau went into the assembly on the in-
fluence of his father’s reputation, as an honorable
and acute representative; but he soon carv-
ed outa reputation for himself. The contest be-

When Great Britain got possession of Cang s



tween the assembly and the official party for the
control of the revenues, had commenced before Mr.
Papineau entered public life. On his election to
the assembly, not merely did he take the popular
side, but by Ifis extensive knowledge and great el-
oquence, he gave new force to the demand of the
assembly for a full control over the public expen-
diture.

In the year 1812, Mr. Papmeau was the leader
of the young and talented.minority which endeav-
ored, in the house of assembly, tosave the province
from any collision with the United States. He
clearly foresaw that the best interests of Canada

‘~-consisted in cultivatinga close {riendship with this

Union, with which, by geographical position and
commercial intercourse, she should naturally be
more intimately connected, than with a power at
the other side of the Atlantic. He sawatthe same
time, that all theloss, the misery and suffering which
were to result from such a war, would have to be
borne exclusively by Canada, whilst all the honor
. (if honor there should be) would belong to Eng-
land. Prompted by these longsighied and patriotic
views, he attempted to save his country from all
participation in that conflict, or indeed in any Eng-
lish wars. His efforts, unfortunately, were not
successful. 'The war proceeded, and he served as

" a captain in the militia until the return of peace.
It was whilst serving inthis capacity, that the A-

tered upon the government of Lower Canada. At
this time, the country wasina tolerably tranquil
state, and the governor, thinking it wise to attach
a man of the speaker’s talents to hisside, made Mr.
Papineau an executive councillor. Strong feelings,
it is true, had been excited by the absurd preten-
sions of the official party to procurea permanent
civil list; a civil list-for the King’s life; or failing
that, a vote of suppliesin alump (en bloc); all
which schemes had been opposed by Mr. Papin-
eau. Lord Dalhousie was a new man, and the
country scemed disposed to try him. In 1821 the
house carried an address on grievances, to which a
civil answer was returned, and matters still con-
tinued to go on smoothly.

In 1822, however, this tranquility was disturbed
by a proposal entertained by the imperial parlia-
ment, to unite the provinces. This measure was
extremely unpopular in Lower Canada, and exci- "
ted warm debates in the assembly. Throughout
the country, too, the people were much excited ;
¢ constitutional commitiees” were formed for dep-
recating the intended union. Petitions were circu
lated and numerously signed, and deputies were
appointed to proceed to England to remonstrate
against the measure. The subject of our memoir
was one of these deputies. His opposition to the
views of the cfficial party having, in"the mean
time, shewn that ke could not be bought, he was

merican prisoners, after the dizgraceful surrender of dismissed, previous to his departure for England,

Detroit, were marched inio Montre-

@f‘a!}‘rulus of courtesy, and to the

those brave men’s feelings, they

B %6 etiter the latter city to the tune

“of Yankee Doodle—an air originally gotten up in
" the time of the revolution by an English officer in
derision of the then unskilled, but afterwards suc-
cessful militia of our country, and which was played

on the occasion above referred to, to render the

prisoners objects of similar ridicule and obloquy.
Mr. Papineau held a captain’s commission on this
occasion, and had command of a company who
preceded the prisoners. So indignant was he at
the insult thus offered, that he wheeled out of the
. line and refused with a number of his men to pro-

ceed, declaring that neither himself nor his men
would commingle with troops who could be guilty
of conduct so reprehensible and disgusting ; that
his duty to his country, though at war with anoth-
er power, could never require him to treat the cap-
tured soldiers of that power inhospitably or uncour-
teously.

In the year 1817, he was chosen speaker of the
house of assembly. In 1820, Lord Dalhousie en-

from the exccutive council. The projected union
was successfully opposed, and Mr. Papineau and kis
colleague Mr. John Neilson, on their return in 1824
were enabled to communicate to the assembly,
¢ that the measure of an union was dropped, and
that in case of its revival (and this was a most im-
portant point gained) the subject would be commu- -
nicated to the colony, and time would be allowed
to enable the colonists to be heard in parlinment.”
From the period of his return, Mr. Papineau
aave up his practice at the bar, and devoted him-
seifto his duties in the house of assembly, with a
degree of ardour which has placed bim in the prom-
inent position he has long occupied. To enumer-
ate his great services to his country, would be to
enumerate his country’s grievances. That is not
now our ohject. To the administration of Lord
Dalhousie, and to that of Lord Aylmer, both of
which have been acknowledged to have been most
oppressive and tyrannical, because those noblemen
threw themselves into the arms of the officials, he
was the untiring opponent. Lord Dalhousie fool-
ishly made the matter personal, by refusing in 1827
to sanction the house’s choice of Mr. Papineau as




speaker. His Lordship deprived him ut the same
time of his commission as captain in the militia !
To make some amends for this little tyranny,
. Mr. Papineau was afterwards promoted to a
majority, but this last commission he flung, in
a manuer in Lord Gosford’s face last year, when
this nobleman had the  impertinence™ to demand
of Mr. Papineau reasons for attending a “public
meeting !

Ia 1831, Mr. Papineau finding it hapeless to ex-
pect a reform ofabuses in detailattacked what Lord
Stanley declared to be © the root of all the evil,”
and demanded the introduction of the elective prin-
ciple into the constitution of Lower Canada. That
year the house resolved that the memhers of the le-
gislative council ought to be elected by the people,
in the same manner asare the senators of this
state. This demand was resisted by the- British
government, in consequence of which, the assem-

bly drew up in 1834, the famous 92 resolutions, (of failures.”

which it is understood, Mr. Papineau was for the
most part the author;) and stopt the supplies.

The demand for elcetive institutions, arrived now

to such a height, that the ministry thought it ne-

cessary to endeavor to cajnle the Canadians into

. an abandonment of their position, and of their mon-

- ey. A “royal” commission, of which Lord Gos-

" ford was the imbecile head, was sent to Canada in

1835. 'This commission was not longin the coun-

" try, when it was discovered thatlike the old ‘Howe

~ commission’ of 1776, it was meant merely to de-

ceive. Mr. Papinecu denounced itaccordingly, in

the most indignant terzas. It was in the course of

the debate on the state of the province in 1835,
~ that while advocatinz the iatroduction of the
_ elective principle, he declared that *“ not only
- were republican institutions to prevail through-
out the whole of this continent, but America was
designed to furnish, at some future day, repubiics
to Europe.”

The royal commission having reported unfa-
vorably on the various demands of the Canadian
assembly, the British Parliament passed, in 1537,
a series of resolutions, by one of which, they de-
termined to vote away the money collected in the

Province, the right to dispose of which, belonged.

to the representatives of the Province alone, by
law, common sense, and the constitution.

The passage of this resolution, which, like the
stamp act and tea tax, violated all principles of
freedom, caused great indignation throughout
the Province. Lord Gosford himseli; who origin-
ally recommended the step, was  constrained to
admit, that the feeling against the Imperial Parlia-

ment, authorizing the taking of the money out of
the chest, is very strong.” Insuch a crisis, alleyes

were turned on Mr. Papmeau. He cameg forward

in consequence; and recommended the@eople to

abstain every where from the use of taxed articles

to encourage domestic manufactures, and free lrade ‘
with these states ; to withdraw all confidence from

the government, and those who held office under

it, and finally to elect their own justice®of the
peace, and militia officers. Mr. Papmeau, warm

with the love of country, went in person from

county to' county, from one extremity of the Prov-
ince to the other, preacling a crusade against the

liberticide measures of the British ministry, and

rousing the dormant energics of the people, into a

constitutional opposition. The governwent affect-

ed at first to sneer at the proceedings of the peo-

ple. Lord Gosford writing to the minister in May

1837, described these public meetingsas * complete

In July he wrote that Mr. P. ¢ was

losing ground.” A few months afterwards, how-

ever, he was forced to open his eves to his error.

The non consumption and non intercourse war

was waged with such rigid perserverance, thata

serious falling off scon became perceptible in the
pullic revenue, and those who held commissions
under the Crown resigned by counties. The man
who but a short while before was said to be *los-
ing ground,” was now deuounced by the very gov-
ernor who before affccted to despise his influence.

He was accuased in despatches to the British min~ -

ister, as wishing to eﬁ'u,t “afﬁmm
Province from England, and the,

a republican form of trovcrnment, > and.

ford, in despair, wrote as follows to the Colon
Sccretary in September: « We can now make no
terms with Mr. Papineau. ¥ou must either put
him down, or submit to let him put you down.
There is no halting between two opinions.” To
crown the perfidy with which this nobleman had
always acted towards the Canadian people, he
recommended in the following month, (six weeks
before any collision occurred) the annihilation of
thie Canadian constitution! Yriting on the 12th
QOctober, this Castlereegh of Canada says: “ The
only practical course now cpen for conducting the
affuirs of the province, with any benefit to the in-
habitants generally, is at once fo suspend the pres- P
ent constitulion.”

Shortly after having recommended this aggres—
sion on the rights of a whole people, Lord Gosford
prepared to wreak vengeance on the man who
had presumed to sound the toesin of alarm, and to

awalken his countrymen to the deep and damning




=" degradation, which was preparing o for thewm =md
- their posterity by the British autboritics. The
slavery of Canada having been decreed, it was
deemed proper, that the ablest, the most clograemt,
and the most consistent of her alvocates sherid
share the common ruin of his country. I the Hrst

" week of November, a warrant for Jl""‘ reasem Wt
" made out, for the arrest of Lovts Joszrm Pazrxuaw,
and a * royal” proclamation issued a few Ceys ot
terwards oﬁ’ermn the sum of four thousend definrs
for his capture. © That Providence in whose heep-
ing are the libertics of the human I‘T!CL, Bies g
Qerved this champion of human rights frone hearm

L4

gave them for their own protection, by b
from the use of those articles, the consum
ch»conmbmed to thnt re\er_e,vﬁxck

«r—v-aw—\m

<olg “ Lien I.()“u Gcsiu el .]
. ] mxmstry to < put down” M Papi-
néau, he admitted in the same breadh, izt the .
proceedings in Canada, fiad not vet reached sack
a point, as to make it wise, or judichos fr dhe 2
executive to institute legal proceedingsagaizst
of the parties conceraed” therein, zad Lond u;‘dv

the secretary of state i the colonics, epmmermting,

-jast December, ©the gradual but rapil advoes of
¢ the enemies of peace “and order™—as he i et
F' to term those who were opposing his umeomslite-
tional measures—is obliged to a ko T

« the complaints were urged under the

of the constitution.”

Allthisstrict observance of “ the very firwsel e
constitution,” could not protect Mr. Papiowee and
the other gentlemen who scted with I
fence of popa‘ar rights.
down,” said Lord Gosford, and down they w
put accordingly, despite ofall law.  So trde
that « the very forms of the consti tution,
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amd wrong.

Jaet of the government in Canada ; however sys-
sermatically unjust has been its policy towards the
. Censdians, and however clouded and dark may be
the prospect at present, we do not despair of the
Fm] triwmph of those sacred principles, for which
{hese people are contending.
christianity, ouly prospers the more, the more its
foliowers ate hersecuted and were we not encour-
aged by the history of nations, both on the European

F he example of his venerable and patriotic father,

TL(‘?“ “ et Be poed

it nanee
ormeTen,
respected they may be by the people, zre but Tude

‘pla
reganded by those possessed of irresponsible power, - ern’;
wienm they are determined on violence, persecution Mr.

However violent and illegal has been the con-

Democracy, like

as yet; notwithstanding warraats a:::’l prosipmmz- @nd AmeTican continent, there is enough in this
tions, which are a disgface to civiiz mxtior, M braef sketch of Mr. Papineau’s life, to foster hope. ‘ Du
Papincau still remains une captured. and forhid despair.  His father found that province has b
Those who have the happiness to be citizros of @ niitary colony—the people political serfs—mili- the b
these free states, and who are stras ;PRLQ"'“C.K:E sary officers, judges; the law officers of the Crown peopl
Iy for themselves, to the miseries which colomises In the province, unacquamted even with the laws amati
are obliged to endure, may perhaps be anxiows 2 znd the language of the people, over whom they He
learn, in what consisted the fi igh treasem of w“’}x,': weere placed in authority, and the colonists depriv- : * his p
Mr. Papineau is accused, whicl shonld ermsign ed of il by jury, and the benefit of habeas corpus. wealt]
him and his family to ruin, and blot his eoumux Thirty years afterwards, he obtained for his coun- than -
from the map. 'That treasou copsisted inasisting grymnen a representative assembly, and a voice in talent:
] at public mectings-—in openly addressivg those the making of their own laws. To extend by long s
: who attended thereat; and calling oo e % poncza Llz means the democratic principle thus ued at
7T study ccouomy, to put away all leswy 2nd o *da_mjved 1o the other institutions of the coun- ernme
¢ maf\e use of those powers which the c‘"*“\f;*""“ w2 1T, las been the constant and untiring aim of the people

wn:l Papineau. For thirty years he, following
T2s heen educating his country, and endeavoring to
> moromphsh his favorite and philanthropic object,’
znd 3n the year 1831, we find him, with his coun-
1y a1 his back, demanding that the people havea .-,
Fishit 15 elect the second branch of their legisla-
tore.  The contest between the people of Canada
2nd the British government has terminated for the
roosent, by the latter destroying (like Charles the
"Manth of France) all popular rights, and by driving
e amdvocates of democracy into prison or exile.
The good seed which has been sown has, howev- _
<1y wkc'n root—1he discussions, both eral and writ-
#zn, of the last seven years, have educated the peo-
e, and though the British government were now
1p=zend out ten dictators, and ten times 10,000 bay-
cmets, peace will never return to the provinee, nor
w71 the Canadians ever be satisfied, until they ob-
sin elecrive institutions, similar to those which
Zawe piaced this great republic inthe foremost rank

<

of natinns. :
Tn person, Mr. Papineau. is tall; his counte-
3s handsome, but stern, and his whole ap-
neels commanding and dignified.  His man-
s are extremely simple and unostentatious, and

peara

ne



his conversation animated, and not ubfrequently lost $20,090 by this one act of patriotic self-denial.
‘playful. He is accused of being a man of ungov- Indeed, so determined is he to preserve his inde-
- ernable passions, but nothing can be more untrue. pendence in public iife, that he has refused even to
Mr. Papineau’s indignation at wrongs suffered by hold bank stock, lest his private might clash with
his country, is a manly and honorablc feeling—such the public interest, or the purity of his votes on
as cannot but be experienced by every Canadlan questions where banks are mterested might be
susceptible of a generousemotion in favor of hisin- questioned. .
jured and insulted country,and which Englishmen  Mr. Papineau is said to be an enemy to trade.
too have known, when contemplating the vicious It is false—he is a warm friend to trade, so long as
l m Canada. In pn- 1t requires no privileges injurious to the commu-

rteous in the \Vhat he is an enemy to is—monopoly. He is
arenowevag,mtheBntlsh par- the enemy of all those who scek to injure the com-
hament, many who are numbited dméng his cotm- munity, by means of restrictive laws in their own
try’s oppressors, who could refute the calumnies favor. He is only an enemy to trade in the sense
respecting him. that some of our most enlightened legislators are
During the thirty years which Mr. Papineau so—he is an opponent, and a powerful one too, of -
has been in public life, he has been the object of-restriction, and commercial robbery, and hence’
the bitter, unrelenting hatred of the enemies of the there is 2 whole host of commercial jobbers ever
people,-and his character has been assailed by def- ready to calumniate him. Mr. Papineau, in short,
amation of every sort. takes enlarged and liberal views of commercial leg-
He is accused of loving money, and of making islation, and cannot adapt hisideas to ihe pinched.
his public influence a means of increasing his and narrow notions of a few colonial traders, who
wealth. No charge can be farther from the truth are, for the most part, the most ignorant and sel-
than this. To devote the whole of his time and fish class of persons in her majesty’s dominions.
talents to the service ofhis country, he abandoned  Equally untenable is the charge of want of cour-
long since, a lucrative practice. Had he contin- age. Mr. Papineau on many occasions of severe
ued at the bar, and supported the views of the gov- trial has exhibited both physical and moral cour--
ernment, instead of vmd;catﬁg ﬂ:e mghts of the age of no ordinary character. Not a session of
people he _might td-&ay,ha?é Beeh'on the bench the legislature has passed without his having
on of the highest honors which theeén- received a multitude of anonymous letters, threat-
g country could’ ‘bestow. . He has been 3
lhepeople, and as a rewara or his ddel- ;
ce is set on his head'
iEfurther proof of his respect for prmc:ple were the government. Mx‘. Papmea Wernt e
sary, we might cite the firmness with which his way, despising these threats. So strong, how-
e abstained for many years, from accepting ever, was the impression that terrorism and fright
'ﬁlary as speaker of the assembly. A remune- would affect what bribes, flattery and coaxing fail-
of $4000 per annum was attached to this ed to accomplish, that Lord Gosford, the late gov-
ion about 20 years ago. It formed anitem ernor of the province, condescended to have re-
appropriation bill, annually voted by the as- course to a despicable trick of a similar low char-
y. In the year 1832-3, the assembly of acter, with a view to influence Mr. Papineau’s par-.
ger Canada stopt the supplies, and has ever liamentary conduct. -
refused to vote the public salaries, until the It was in the beginning of the year 1836, wh,[g(_\
nces of which the country complained should Mr. P. was attending his legislative duties, that
ressed. The British government, thereup- Lord Gosford became impatient for a vote of sup-
y#lept in and took upon itself to pay the salaries plies. He imagined that the speaker was the prin:
the Canadian assembly, for reasons above cipal obstacle- to the completion of his wishe
etitioned, refused to vote. An order was signed Flattery, empty promises and emptier professio
the governor for the payment of Mr. Papi- had been previously tried without avail: the a
salary with the rest, but this order, or pealto Mr. Papineau’s fears was then resolved o
shoney, he has constantly refused to touch for A message from the governor was delivered
ears, inasmuch as the assembly, the only con- him, with a2 most mysterious air, whilst he w§ -
pnal authority, had not voted it. He has dining with one of the officials, stating that




,oééfhu;‘ was anzious to see him without delay.
r. Papineau not being in . #0 extreme a hurry as
‘his excellency; returned an answer that he should
wait on his Lordship on the next day. He ac-
-eordingly called, and the Governor began by ex-
- pressing the great friendship he entertained for
the gentleman with whom he was conversing ; he
lamented the great excitement which prevailed a-
mong the populace, and expressed an anxiety
for the settlement of what was called the financial
question—that is, the supply bill—in the hope that
when money would be voted, the excitement would
be allased. He then told Mr. P., with an appear-
ance of great alarm, that he bad it from good au-
thority that a conspiracy, or plot was in existence
" . to assaassinate him (Lord Gosford,) Mr. Papineau
and another member of the assembly who was
. obnoxious to the tory party. Pretending much
anxiety, he requested Mr. Papineau never to go
abroad alone, and wound up by assuring him that
he had no doubt but all these excitements and con-
spiracies would disappear ¢f the house of assembly

_ " - would vate the supplies !

1t is unnecessary to say that Mr. Papmeau treat-
ed this attempt to frighten him with contempt.
He thanked his Lordship for this kind anxiety for
" his safety, but begged him to divest himself of all
- alarumgn his account.  He never adopted the least
" precaution in consequence of this communication—

pursued }u course as usuai—-opposed lhedemndg .
of the gov@rnment and refused 1o make any con-
cessions until the public grievances were. re-
dressed. '

Other instances of Mr. P.’s coolness and contempt
of danger might be given, but our limits obhge us
to be bnef The rationale of the accusation is easily
seen through its flimsy veil. What is wanted, is,
that Mr. Papinean should be seen ie arms, Eg
drive hxm 10 tlus, bas be ‘

x;;rrant \% opta

want possession of his person ? Evldehtiy not, or
he would have been the first seized. What they
wanted was to drive him into open rebellion. In
this they have not succeeded. He withdrew from
the town, and the official faction is now infuriated
because he has not been found in open rebellion.
They now taunt him with cowardice, in the hope '
that he will be goaded on to what they desire—
herein they merely under-estimate his moral
courage.

We shall now close this hastily written netice.
Whatever may be the fate of Mr. Papineau, we
are quite sure his future conduct will be consistent
with his. past life, and that he will maintain that
dignity of ‘character for which among his com-
patriots he is esteemed ana bonqged.




