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“Ye who love the haunts of Nature,
Love the sunshine of the meadow,
Love the shadow of the forest,
Love the wind among the branches,
And the rain shower and the snow storm,
And the rushing of great rivers
Through their palisades of pine-trees,

And the thunder i1n the mountains! Stay and lListen
* * * * *

From the forests and the praires,
From the great lakes of the northland”
Longfellow
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TO
MY DEAR SISTERS,
WHO ASKED FOR AN
ACCOUNT OF OUR WANDERINGS IN THE NORTH WEST,

THIS LITTLE BOOK I8 AFFECTIONATELY _

‘ Bedicated.
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AFTER many months spent in wandering, when the
excitement of changing scenes and varied incidents has
ended, the traveller naturally wishes to collect the
impressions made, and to put them in a tangible form,
especially if, as in my case, he has never before been
beyond the beaten track.

Ruskin has said that a human soul can do nothing
better than “see something, and tell what it saw in a
plain way.” This I have tried to do, but, from lack of
literary skill, the following pages may not suggest to the
reader all the wonder and pleasure I experienced among
the strange and often beautiful scenes they describe.
I would fain have, given more glowing descriptions
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viii INTRODUCTION,

than those I find in my note-books, of the wondrous cities
I saw, full of eneré’etic, industrious people, with many of
whom we spent most delightful days; of noble rivers
" ‘and far-reaching railroads, by which long distances were
traversed with ease, and where grand mountains and
valleys were all too quickly passed; of great primeval -
_ forests which the axe has not yet despoiled; and. of
quaint, peaceful Indian villages, where sunsets seemed
to linger, illuming and transfiguring all the bare and
primitive surroundings with soft, deep shadows and a
poetry quite their own. How true it is that “one goes
from Dan to Beersheba and says it is all barren, and
another has seen heaven and angels in the way.” To me
the mental exhilaration of fresh scenes and fresh faces was
a continual delight, and in recalling those scenes and faces
. Ihave been prompted to put memories and notes together,
and, with the addition of my few hastily-drawn sketches,
I now venture to offer the result to any one who, in
lenient mood, will care to accompany me over the many
leagues of our travels in this, my first essay in literature.

I have chosen the title “ Impressions of a Tenderfoot”
in order that those who read may not expect great
things, a “Tenderfoot” meaning in the “Far-West,”
a person new to the country, or, must it be con-
fessed, a Greenhorn.” Thus regarded, I trust that
the contents of this volume may meet with a generous
and lenient handling. i

‘We undertook our journey in search of health, sport,
and pleasure. We found these in different degrees, but
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INTRODUCTION. ix

the total far exceeded our- expectations, and although our
visible trophies are l}ass nurherous than they might have
been under other conditions, the experiences we had
together are a fund of delightful reminiscence for the
years to come, when the now willing feet will have to be
content to travel nearer and smoother paths.

S. St. M.
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L IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOT.

CHAPTER I
THE VQYAGE—LAND—QUEBEC.

¢ For we are all, like swimmers in the sea,
Poised on'the top of a huge wave of fate
‘Which hangs uncertain to which side to fall;
And whether it will heave us up to land,
Or whether it will roll us out to sea, '
Back out to sea, to the deep waves of death,
We know not, and no search will make as know,
Only the event will teach us in that hour.” s

Matthew Arnold.

May 2nd.—What a glorious evening it was, our last
for some time in dear old England. What brilliant

2
L s i RS s

| in the budding trees harmonizing well with the russet
: browns of the bare pastures and wooded hollows.

It was nearly dark when we reached Liverpool; the
i great river, flowing silently between huge buildings with
their tall chimneys, seemed ghostlike and weird, while
innumerable glimmering lights from both houses and

3 ’ B

effects of sun and cloud! the first pale shades of green " . .



T2 IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOT. [cuaP.

ships helped to add a mysterious attraction to the scene
through the grey mists of an early summer night.

What endless thoughts were mine —of kind friends
left behind, of pleasant memories; what hopes for the
future, and through all, what anticipations of seeing great
and unknown lands beyond the wide seas!

To Algernon these pleasures were not new, for he had
trodden many of these “happy hunting-grounds” before ;
still, he was keen to go again, and no one understands nor

- appreciates more than he the freedom of life in the Far

‘West.

May 3rd.—We left Liverpool at-4 o’clock on a steam
tug from the docks, to join the Allan Line’s best steamer,
the Parisian. Half an hour on a very rough sea was
most trying; the passengers were crowded together like
sheep in a pen, with all the baggage huddled round
anyhow, the sea sweeping the deck of the tug every few
minutes in a way which made it difficult to keep dry~ thus
we reached the steamer, and found some of the passengers,
who had been wiser than ourselves, comfortably settled,
having embarked before she left the dock. We reached
Loch Foyle at 8 the following morning, and there had
to await the arrival of the mails.

The Parisian is afine steamer of 5300 tons, and Captain
Smith, her commander, is a favourite with every one.

We had already many emigrants on board. Here more
joined, making their number over 800 ; cabin passengers,
intermediate and crew made another 200.
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. 1]/ DISCOMFORTS OF TRAVEL. 3
/

,/May 5th.—After leaving Loch Foyle, we had rough
weather, and my experiences resulted in no literary
suggestions.

All voyages are alike ing so far tl{at they have a
beginning and ‘an end; therefore, being a bad sailor
myself, I intend to say as little about this part of my
travels as possible. To see the world, one must become

Y
3 callous to personal comfort; travelling does all men
$ good ; they find their ‘level, come in contact with the
% " enterprise of others, and see life from many different
:

points of view; and the results of wandering to and fro
upon the earth are often garnered stores of wisdom.

How true are Laurence Oliphant’s ideas on this subject !
g “ The proverb that a rolling stone gathers no moss is, like
3 “ most proverbs, neater as an epigram than as a truth, in so
“ far as its application to human existence is concerned.
“ Even if by ‘moss ’ is signified hard cash, commercial and
« industrial enterprises have undergone such a change since
“ the introduction of steam and electricity, that the men
“ who have made most money in these da-ys are often those
“ who have been flying about from one quarter of the world
“ to another in its successful pursuit—taking contracts,
“ obtaining concessions, forming companies, or engaging in
“ speculations, the profitable nature of which has been
“revealed to them in the course of their travels. But
“ there may be said to be other kinds of moss besides
“ money, of which the human rolling stone gathers more
“ than the stationary one. He meets with adventures, he
“ acquires new views, he undergoes experiences, and gains

B 2
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4 IMPRESSIONS OF A, TENDERFOOZ. [cHAP.

“ a general knowledge of the world, the whole crystallising
“in after life into a rich fund of reminiscences, which
“ becomes the moss that he has gathered.” .

Thursday, 10th.—A glorious day. A school of whales,
some icebergs, and several Newfoundland fishing
schooners have been sighted. Owing to the Straits of
Belleisle being full of ice, our captain has been obliged
to enter the Gulf of St. Lawrence by Cape Breton, which
will take two days longer.

Two years ago the Atlantic- steamers to Quebec were
delayed seven days at the Straits of Belleisle, wedged in
by ice floes on every side. The cold and discomfort
experienced by the passengers were very great, as the
provisions did not hold out.

The Sardinion that same year was nineteen days
making Quebec, the ship getting among icebergs and
thick fog. -

The first land seen this morning, the Island of St.
o Pierre, belongs to France, and has a French marquis as
, ; Governor. It is an important place so far as the fishing
' industries are concerned, and all sailors in the French
navy are obliged to serve a sort of apprenticeship with
! . the fishing-boats in these seas before joining the regular
a navy. At the present time, the French are giving us
: some trouble, claiming fifteen miles of coast as their right
: on the shores of Newfoundland in connection with these
P fisheries.

. . Great excitement on deck at a supposed line of icebergs,
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1] - IN SIGHT OF LAND. 5

‘the owners of telescopes and field-glasses vying with each
other in their eagerness to discover what they might or

might not be. After some suspense and -on nearer

inspection the supposed line of icebergs proved to be the
coast of Newfoundland, the high cliffs of which were
white with snow. Before evening land was viewed on
both sides of the ship, Cape Ray on the right, Cape Breton
on the left.

As one gazes on-the horizon out at sea, it seems strange
to a novice that with such a boundless extent one can
really see little more than from six to eight miles. When
a ship is coming into view, the upper spars are visible at
a much greater distance, being naturally above the limited
horizon of the sea ; for the same reason, land can -often be
seen at a great distance, and if the country be mountain-
ous as far as forty or fifty miles.

Some years ago, Captain Smith.was asked to take
charge of a jbung woman who was going out to be
married in Canada. The lover had sent £120 for her
outfit and expenses. Before half the voyage was over
the young woman came to the Captain, and told him she
bad changed her mind, having met a “new” man on
the steamer whom she liked bé}bter, and him she intended
to marry. Protests were useless; she married her fellow-
passenger the day the ship arrived at Quebec. The
rejected suitor had only an interview with the Captain to
console him for the loss of his money and his bride.

May 12th.—Glorious sunshine, which made one forget

- et s o

st ot g oy



6  IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOT. [cHap.

the trials of the early part of the voyage. At 8 AM. we
passed the Island of Gaspé, and after that saw the
Canadian coast more clearly ; black, bare, and rugged it
all looked, some scattered fir and pine trees standing out
plainly against the cold-looking rocks, the deep gullies of
which, still full of snow-drifts, made the scene appear
most wintry. As we steamed along, small fishing-villages
came in view, with cultivated patches of land here and
there. The emigrants could not conceal their disappoint-
ment with their first glimpse of Canada; but with its
marvellous resources, doubtless in a few years their ideas
will change. First impressions are not always to be
trusted.

On arriving at Rimouski the p]lot and health officers
came on board ; here we were delayed for nearly an hour,
one of the emigrants refusing to be vaccinated. However,
on being threatened W1th quarantine for six weeks, his

- scruples were overcome, and he submitted to the operation.

The Canadian laws are very strict regarding vaccination,
as a few years ago they had a terrible epidemic of small
pox in Montreal and Quebec.

At this place disembarked two very rough-looking
lumbermen, brothers, who were among our cabin passen-
gers, returning from Belfast, where they had been to
receive money left to them. They had inherited £80,000 ;
neither of them could write his name. One was a
hunchback, who had worked for twenty-eight years as

" cook in a lumber camp. So does the wheel of Fortune

turn !
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1] : QUEBEC. g

Sunday, Moy 13th.—

“"Tis always morning somewhere, and above
The awakening continents from shore to shore
Somewhere the birds are singing evermore.”
Plea.sant morning thoughts are these of the American
poet and smcrer
On deck at 6.30 to see the far-famed view of Quebec
from the St. Lawrence. Alas! the morning was wet and
misty ; we passed the Falls of Montmorency, and ended
our voyage at Point Levis, crossing to Quebec in the ferry
boat ; but even from that shrouded glimpse of the Heights
of Abraham we realized how few were the scenes that
could rival the incomparable beauty of that ancient
fortress and quaint old city towering high above the noble
river, of which all Canadians are so justly proud.

- May 14th.—Quebec is an old-fashioned place, with a
French-looking and, for the most part, a French-speaking
_-population. Even the houses in the lower quarter of the
town have a foreign logk about them, with their green
outside shutters and their fin roofs; Whlle over the shop
doors -still- hang quaint old vEtench s1trns The carriages
chiefly used are French *caﬁcpe_s,.the models of which
doubtless came from France dur;ng the reign of Louis XIV.,
when the impoverished gentilhomme became the un-
willing emigrant; odd-looking vehicles they are, these
high two-wheeled carriages on their loose springs, carrying
two persons inside, and the driver perched on his little
seat just above his horse, but admirable. and easy for
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going over very rough roads ; outside the town these were
very rough, owing to the lateness of the spring, the frost
not being yet out of the ground, and great banks of snow
still lying on either side.

Quebec has never gone ahead like other cities in the
Dominion, and is now rather taking a retrograde movement,
the result of the decline in her timber trade, which never
recovered the effects of a strike some years ago, when,
owing to a rise in wages, most of the Jumber business went
to Montreal and Three Rivers. Large fortunes were
made in Quebec in the lumber trade at one time; those
days are past, and the inhabitants are no longer the
wealthy citizens they were.

‘We visited the Falls of Montmorency. An mtroductlon
to Mrs. P. proved useful; she was most kind, and we
followed her down a long flight of rather slippery wooden
steps to a summer-house half-way below the falls, where
we saw a wild rush of snow water surging with irresistible
force over the high rocks, it being here the river takes its
last mad plunge into the St. Lawrence.

The old gateways of the town no longer exist, having
‘been demolished by some Vandal mayor of Quebec, who
built “nice new ones” in their places, thereby, alas!
destroying much of the historical interest of the city.

We spent two. hours at the citadel, walking round the
fortifications. A magnificent landscape extended far
beneath us: the great St. Lawrence wending its way
majestically -to the sea; the country dotted over with
villages and churches.all along the river’s course ; opposite
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fo Quebec the rising town of Point Levis ; further down
on the same side as Quebec, Beauport, and further still
the spray rising from the Falls of Montmorency ; and as
the river receded further into the sunshine and the mist,
losing itself at length in the far distance, this glorious
panorama suggested one of Turner’s grandest effects of
sunshine and cloud.

We left Quebec this afternoon, making our first journey
in a Pullman car, In the districts round the town, we

. 'passed through large tracts of country cut up into small

farms ; the people have lived on them thus from genera-
tion to generation, bettering their condition but little,
selling their hay crops, and growing all else they require
on their own bits of land. Further west much is achieved
by toil and thrift, but these old settlers seem to have little
idea of progression.

May léth, Hotel Windsor, Montreal.—A. fine hotel,
fitted with every possible convenience. We paid $6 per
day each person; this included everything except wine.
We had an excellent suite of rooms, with a bath-room
attached, and could order what we liked in the dining-
room provided it was mentioned o;‘1 the long “menu”
for the day. Everything was detailed on this “menu,”
beginning with breads and rolls of all kinds.

Our introductions were not of much use to us here, as
we found that Sir G. Stephen and Sir Donald Smith
were both away at the Sault Ste. l/l[/arié:

We drove round the mountain, and from there had
-
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magnificent views of the river, town, and surrounding land-
scape. Our way home took us through the beautiful i
cemetery, the trees all bursting into leaf, fitting emblems
of the hope for those lying there so silently. A fine
monument, presented by the citizens of Montreal, marks
the remains of all firemen killed on duty in this city ; the
dangers of their calling are much greater here than in
England, owing to the large number of wooden houses.
This place is much changed since Algernon was here in
1870. The Canadian Pacific Railway station stands where
he remembers the old Main Guard to have been ; he also
pointed out a small hospital in Notre Dame Street which
was the mess-house of the 60th Rifles. The town has
enormously extended since that time, there being a great
number of excellent shops: a dollar seems to go little
further than a shilling does at home. Bought some
blankets for camping and travelling in out of the way
places. Tt is always desirable to have one’s own, as at
any of the small stopping-houses and hotels there is risk

in using those provided : mountain fever can be carried
in this way.,

Queen’s Hotel, Toronto, May 19th—This town is the
seat of a University, has a cathedral, many fine churches,
and other large public buildings,

The hotel is an old-fashioned place, the cooking rather
messy ; the work is done by negro servants ; those who
waited at table showed us to our places with the greatest
deference, but once there they did not mind how long they
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kept us waiting for our dinner, and when they did bring
it, dashed the dishes down in front of us as if they were
conferring a favour, and dea]i;g a pack of cards; they
slipped about with their great flat feet, reminding us of
ducks by their movements. Negroes detest being called
niggers; they prefer being designated coloured men—
coloured gentlemen still better. _

Buckwheat cakes and maple syrup I tasted here for the
first time ; both were excellent.

‘Wine was very expensive at all these hotels; no light
claret procurable under $1 a bottle ; champagnes were as
much as $14 a bottle. Most people drank tea, coffee, or
iced water during lunch or dinner. We were here offered
butter-milk ; this T declined. At the “ Bars ” of the hotels
cocktails and all kinds of drinks can be procured at from
10 to 25 \(\:ents each.

May 21st.—Dined at Government House with Sir Alex-
ander Campbell and his charming little daughter Miss
Marjorie ; we saw many pretty women while in Canada,
but she was quﬁe the prettiest. Afterwards went to a

e Fancy Fair,” in aid of an Art Institute which the people

are anxious to build, so as to have a suitable place for
their annual exhibition of pictures by Canadian artists.
In this scheme both Lord Lansdowne, who was the late
Governor-General, and Lady Lansdowne took much
interest. Algernon met here many old friends, who gave
us a kind welcome to Toronto. .

T'was told that although clot-hing and all imported goods
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were expensive, the prices of bread, meat, and other pro-
visions were extremely reasonable. House-rent, however,
was high, and T was somewhat amused to hear that certain
acquaintances Algernon asked after had gone to Europe for
economy. People who were-furnishing a house here, told
us that they had many difficulties to contend with ; that
only very plain furniture of a regulation pattern was to be S
procured in Canada, and that before duty and carriage
were paid on anything they obtained from England or :
New York, nearly 60 per cent. on the cost of the whole <
was charged. : ]
A “Slaughter Sale ” of dry goods or a “ Slaughter Sal
of Babies’ Buggies ” were startling announcements over
shop windows ; these were, I found, the terms used for
clearing sales, dry goods, meaning silks, -muslins, &c.;
babies’ buggies, an Americanism for children’s perambu-
lators. No doubt often one word is as good as another,
" but the unusual always attracts attention.
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CHAPTER IL
FroM ToroNTO TO NoORTH BAY BY THE GREAT LAKES.

“Ye who love
The shaggy forests, fierce delights
Of sounding waterfalls, of heights
That hang like broken moons above,
‘With brows of pine that brush the sun,
Believe and follow.”

Toronto, May 23rd.—A glorious da:y for visiting
Niagara. We left the hotel soon after 7 AM., and took
our places in a first-class railway car. Into this tumbled
all sorts and conditions of men, and it was not long
before I realized the fact that the first class in this
country is on a par with the third at home, there
being no second or third class carriages used ; and unless
places can be taken in a sleeping or drawing-room car,
one is sometimes obliged to travel with the roughest
people.

‘We passed through a good farming country. All along
the shores of Lake Ontario the land is in an excellent
state of cultivation, but many burnt stumps are seen
among the growing crops. How to get rid of these
hindrances to husbandry is a difficult problem. Labour
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14 IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOT. [cHAP.

is so valuable that time cannot be spared to dig them out
at once, so a few are removed year by year by burning
and grubbing.

It would be impossible for me ta describe the unspeak-
able vastness and grandeur of Niagara, but as our visit
there was part of our pleasant Canadian travels, I cannot
pass it by without briefly giving my impressions.

As is well known, the Falls are best seen from the
Canadian side. Goat Island divides the two falls. Clouds
of spray and the noise of the great rushing waters were
the first glimpse and sounds that met us. The American
Fall is a vast volume of water, thundering down in a
glittering cascade of white foam. But the Horse Shoe
Fall! The memory of this will live through my lifetime.
There we saw seas of bright green waters rolling over into
the great gulf below. The majesty and immensity over-
whelmed me. In presence of this mighty work of the great
Creator, all—all seemed to sink into insignificance.
The ills of life, the shortness of it, the disappointments
and the joys—all were forgotten. We felt as if we had
had a glimpse into the unseen, where strange forms
moved in the great wreaths of mist and foam, and gleams
of sunshine through the mysterious haze transfigured the
face of the waters.

The surrounding woods were now full of song,—

¢ And birds in blended gold and blue,
Were thick and sweet as swarming bees ;
And sang as if in Paradise,
And all their Paradise was spring.”
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1] NIAGARA. 15

When we first arrived in Canada they had not yet
returned from the south. Now it interests me to watch
them, as many of them are those I have not seen before :
the golden oriole, waxwing, woodpeckers of different kinds,
canaries and humming-birds—all of brighter hues than
our familiar English birds. Even the thrush has here
borrowed from the robin, and appears with a red breast.

Goat Island is on the American side. As we re-crossed
the suspension bridge which unites Canada and America,
men were busily employed in widening the bridge, and
while I had to ask for the assistance of a hand, I saw
men standing on the girders in perilous positions,
driving great bolts home, apparently as much at their
ease as if they had been on land, instead of appearing,
as they did to me, suspended in mid air, with the rushing
river below them.*

The hideous mills and glaring hotels, the tawdry shops,
the noisy cab-drivers who implore to be hired, and lastly,
the people who offer to be guides when you want none of
them—all these things harshly jar upon my mind at a
time when I would fain go silently on my way, and
disappointed me in our visit to Niagara. There are many
unnecessary ways of seeing the Falls to which the unsus-
pecting traveller becomes a victim, which add little to his
pleasure. If willing to go, he is taken down damp and
slippery steps, or “elevators,” clothed in oilskins, to see
the Falls from below, and hurried in a wild rush through
spray which completely soaks him : confused in mind and

* This bridge has been carried away by a recent storm.
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16 IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOT. [cHAP.

disturbed in body, he is thankful to emerge, thoroughly
frightened, from what has appeared to him a most
hazardous ¢xperience.

The best way, if one wishes to see the Falls from below,
is to embark in The Maid of the Mist, a small steamer
which runs up the river almost under the Horse Shoe
Fall, looking from above like a cockle-shell bobbing up
and down in the water.

Toronto, May 24th.—This is the Queen’s birthday. The
loyalty of the Canadians should make England blush.
They are holding high holiday to-day because of it, and
rejoicing most heartily, the whole town being en féte ; and
from almost every house a flag is flying, and the people,
dressed in their holiday attire, are crowding down the
principal streets. ‘

All here seem to have the deepest affection for the
mother country, and even those families who have been in
Canada for several generations appear to have this feeling
of love for the country of their forefathers in an extra-
ordinary degree. Mr. Goldwin Smith, who has taken up
his residence among these good people, may have a few
followers, for he is an eloquent and able man, although
his mind appears to have become warped and his sym-
pathies alienated in a manner which many cannot under-
stand. The handing over of Canada to the Americans,
which he is perpetually advocating, can only meet
with the universal condemnation it deserves among a
loyal and upright people like the Canadians, who love

gy

(St p—— [rp—— = r—————

3
&

- s

t
|
|
\




R B

1] CANADIAN LOYALTY. 17

their country and their Queen, and who hope to see the
bonds that unite Canada to the mother country consoli-
dated and strengthened as time goes on; whenever
(in the words of General Lord Wolseley) “God in His
mercy is pleased to send us a statesman wise enough and
great enough to federate and consolidate into one united
British empire all the many lands and provinces which
acknowledge Queen Victoria as their sovereign.”*

Most Canadians met in society have often been in
England, and seem to know it better than their own
country, for when they wish to travel they generally
cross the Atlantic.

The Governor of Ontario, Sir Alexander Campbell,
asked us to join his party for the races. The course lies on
pretty undulating ground close to the shore of the lake.
The meeting was held under the rules of the Ontario
Jockey Club, and no betting was allowed. The Governor

* The late Right Hon. W. E. Forster, in an address to the Philo-
sophical Institution of Edinburgh in 1875, says:— ’

“I believe that our union with our Colonies will not be severed,
because I believe that we and they will more and more prize this
union, and become convinced that it can only be preserved by looking
forward to association on equal terms. In other words, I believe our
colomal empire will last, because no longer striving to rule our Colonies
as depenidencies when they have become strong enough to be indepen-
dent. We shall welcome them as our partners in.a common and
rising Empire.” What more popular cry at present than the preserva-
tion of our colonial empire? Some twelve years ago, it is true, a
voice from Oxford declared this empire to be an illusion for the future
and a danger for the present; but Professor Goldwin Smith has gone
to Canada, and his eloquent arguments for disruption have as little
convinced the Canadians as ourselves. -

C

L



oL

[

%

18 IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOT. [crAP.

and his party were treated with the greatest deference,
and his carriages were the only ones allowed to drive up
the course. Opposite the winning-post Sir Alexander
Campbell had a charming box ; in this we sat for most of
the afternoon. There were some nice young horses, but
the riding was very bad, so much so that one or two
that ought to have been winners got into the second place.
The crowd was quiet and orderly, two mounted police
being sufficient to keep the course, and doing it extremely
well ; each of them was provided with a cutting whip,
which they seemed to use pretty freely among the crowd.
I thought of the questions which would be asked in the
House, and of the rage of an English mob, if such a thing
was even hinted at there.

Canada will soon possess a fine army of its own;
the regulars are a splendid body of men, and besides
these it has 40,000 Militia and Volunteers; in case
of emergency all men over eighteen are liable to be called
out for military service. This law was made at the time
when the English troops were withdrawn.

The Police at Toronto equal the London Police in
smartness and civility, and are dressed in exactly the
same way. When Sir Alexander Campbell was Post-
master-General he had the Postmen also dressed like those
in England; until that time they had worn the same
uniform as the American Postmen, which is ugly and
unworkmanlike. ‘

I have had several long and interesting conversations
about the wheat-growing capacity of the country: here, as

b
3_




1L] UNTUTORED COURTESY. 19

elsewhere, opinions differ much, but it is an undisputed
fact that since 1882 there have only been two abundant
harvests, that of last year being one of them. It is
against the profitable working of the land that the season

is so short and labour so expensive; and even if farmers |

get emigrants direct from the ships, they seldom remain
with them long; the land fever is so strong, each wants
to have a “holding” for himself, and this can still be
obtained for a nominal sum.

Further west 160 acres can be bought for $10.

Colonel S , with whom we dined last night, told us
a curious story: When he came out to America, nearly

twenty-five years ago, he was asked to take charge of a
young lady on a journey from the States. Miss T
was exceedingly beautiful. After they started, a Californian

gold-digger got into the same car; he was a tall, rough-
looking fellow, dressed in the usual Western fashion, with
buckskin shirt, and trousers with fringes down the seams,
long boots, and a broad-brimmed hat ; he was armed with
a revolver and a bowie knife, stuck into his belt. He
sat down opposite Miss T , and stared at her in e
manner which greatly annoyed Colonel S Several
times during the journey he was on the peint of getting
up and expostulating ; as he expressed it: “It made my
English blood boil to see the insolence of the fellow;”
each time, however, Miss T prevented his doing so
by whispering to him to sit still—that it did not in the
least matter to her.

They got out at the next station ; the man followed them :
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on taking their seats again, the Californian, with the air of
a prince, took off his hat, and feeling in his pocket, brought
out a large nugget of gold, which he threw into the lap of
the astonished girl, saying: “ Heaven bless your pretty
face; it’s the prettiest face I've ever seen on God’s earth.
Keep that in remembrance of Jack ,” and was gone.

Colonel S—— told me he felt sure had he made the
silghtest protest the man would have shot him dead ; that
it was only the calmness and coolness of Miss T: that €
prevented this. He also added that, after twenty-five
years’ experience of the country and its people, he saw
that what he had at the time mistaken for the most
insulting conduct was in reality an act of untutored and
involuntary homage to a beautiful woman.

3
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May 25th—Often in a journey plans and routes are
changed, and a traveller may be unable to avail himself of
iE introductions; but arriving as a stranger, if provided with
letters to the right people it helps to make things much
: pleasanter, and he hears and sees many things which
{ a otherwise he would miss; and great trouble is generally
LA taken in showing strangers all that is worth seeing. This
we found frequently in our own case.

i ‘. May 26th.—Said good-bye to Toronto and to my maid,
ag, after duly considering the matter, we found that it was
i impossible to take her with us. Travelling with a maid

*  in this country is more trouble than can be imagined, as,
except in the big towns, no accommodation is provided,

i

i
t
i
i

:?&L?-i&““ e ~ Y |

1=




1] , C. P R COS CARS. . 21

and she is consequently always in the way ; fortunately
I was able to send mine to stay with her aunt at Chicago.
She was regretful, but I felt I had acted wisely.

The lake route to Port Arthur is still closed on account
of the ice in Thunder Bay. This chain” of lakes is so
immense that little land is seen during the voyage; and
on Lake Huron especially tremendous storms frequently
occur. For this and other reasons we had decided
to join the Canadian Pacific Railway by a branch line
from here, which takes us in one night’s journey to a
station called North Bay, the junction where-we had
to wait for the mail train from Montreal. After about an
hour there we were glad at last to find ourselves really on
our way to the Rocky Mountains.

The C.P.R. Co., as it is always called out here, have
made their “Cars” as near perfection as.is possible ; nothing
approaching their luxury and comfort is to be found on
the American Continent—so many old travellers assured
me. The sleeping cars which are used on long journeys
have high-backed seats for two persons facing each other;
at night these seats are arranged as beds, an upper berth
being let down from above. There is a ladies’ dressing-
room at the end of the car but so many have to share
this that it ceases to be a luxury. The, _most comfortable
way when travelling is to engage the “State-room,” which
accommodates two persons ; there being only one of these
on each car, it is nof always to be procured, sometimes
being reserved several weeks before.

The railway officials are civil and obliging, and any
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little service they may do is not from mekcenary motives,
as they always seem to think themselves quite one’s equal.
Rich Americans and others will, however, soon introduce
the odious tipping system; the negro porter who has
charge of the sleeper already looks out for his little present
at the end of the journey: he does all he is asked on
the cars, and is a great adept at making beds, when the
time comes for all the passengers to turn in ; but it makes
it difficult to judge where to give and where not when the
( greatest offence is sometimes taken at the offer of money. /
; These negro servants of the company are dressed in a
, serviceable grey serge uniform with brass buttons and
_5; ; cap to match; in the morning and evening when making
|

1. the beds they wear white cotton jackets; they are always
s clean and tidy. I do not know much about negroes, but
: they look cleaner than white men would doing the same
A~ work, and they never appear fussed or overheated.
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CHAPTER IIL

JOURNEY TO WINNIPEG—THE PRATRIE—T0 CALGARY.

“’Tis with our judgments as our watches, none
Go just alike, yet each believes his own.”

WE passed to-day through large tracts of cold and bleak-
looking forest ; here and there a mirror-like lake or moun-
tain stream enlivened the scene. It is only after having
been in the rugged vast wilderness of natural forest that
we realise for the first time the enormous difficulties
the settler has to overcome in making a farm-steading
out of this chaos.

Settlers’ shanties are to be seen from time to time as one
goes along: at every station where we stopped groups of
men were waiting to see the train pass; it was evidently
the excitement of the day. The sight of new faces, the
hope of seeing a friend pass by, or the chance of heaﬁhg a
few words of news, are trivial events “which have a
wonderful power in a country where the requirements of
the settler’s life compel men to live apart from their
“* fellows.

I really believe it is a kind dispensation of Providence

y
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that they have to work so hard; and hence only a few

‘realise and regret that there is little or no time for mental

culture.

May 29th.—The constant noise in the train is very
tiring, but as the pace is much slower than in England, it
does not shake in the same way. Chapleau was the
first place we saw this morning: we passed through a
country of rocks and burnt woods, where forest fires seemed
to have cleared out every living thing ; but there is such a
wealth of timber in the North-West that little is thought
of fires, nor are the precautions to prevenf; them insisted

en in the way they ought to be. When a forest fire

begins it may go for miles, le:;ving nothing but complete
desolation behind it. Everywhere one sees the ravages of
past fires, whole tracts of forest with only the blackened
and burnt stumps of trees remaining. As the country
gets settled up.no doubt these things will improve.

Near Messanabie, where Dog Lake is crossed, a short
portage connects the waters flowing southwards into-Lake
Superior with those flowing northwards into Hudson’s
Bay. This is the old Dog Lake route by which many of
the ‘stores for the Hudson’s Bay forts in the North-West
went up, and by which the furs were sent down.

Dining cars are attached to the trains: these cars run
300-mile sections, returning the same distance the follow-
ing day. The food provided is simple and good ; supplies
come chiefly from Winnipeg and Montreal, but the
conductors have the power to buy fish, poultry, and what-
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ever become necessary, at any of the stations that they
pass. At one station, for instance, two Indians brought
some wild ducks for sale, which our conductor bought.

Many people travelling do not care to enter the dining-
car except for breakfast and dinner, as the latter is seldom
later in the day than 6 o’clock.

The following is one day’s menu, for which we were
charged 75 cents, or about three shillings per meal :

BREAKFAST.

Fruits, Porridge and Cream, Tea, Coffee, Cocoa, Chocolate.
Fresh-boiled Trout, Beefsteaks with Mushrooms, English Bacon,
Lamb Cutlets, Sweet-cured Hams, Eggs, Omelettes.

Breads.
Brown, Dipped Toast, Dry Toast, Graham Bread, Corn Bread,
Hot Rolls.

LuxcH.

Cold meats, Stew, Californian Pears, Cheese and Biscuits,
Tea and Coffee, s

DiINNER.

Kidney Soup, Salmon and Potatoes, Salmi of Duck, Roast Beef,
Roast Lamb.
Rice Pudding, Cranberry Pies.
Cheese.
Dessert.

There were excellent clarets, spirits, and beer. The
above, I think, proves that the comforts of the table are
carefully studied by the Canadian Pacific Company.

At Mazokama, Lake Superior comes into view. The day
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was not so clear as we would have wished, but the sharp
and rugged edges of the cliffs, half hidden by mist, looked
striking and impressive. There is still a great deal of ice
all along the coast ; the enormous extent of water makes
it difficult to realise that this is a fresh-water lake. A
chain of islands separate Nepigon Bay from the lake, and
the shore of the bay is the line followed by the train to
and from Nepigon station. Excellent trout fishing can be
obtained in the Nepigon river, where 6-1b. trout are not
uncommon. \

On Lake Superior the large lake trout are numerous,
white fish—Coregonus albus—also ; these last are excellent
eating ; during the summer great numbers of them are
caught, dried, and used in winter as one of the principal
articles of food. The dogs which draw the traineaux are
also fed with them, one dried fish being the daily allow-
ance for each dog.

All sorts of people as our fellow-travellers. One little
weasel-faced man, a German by birth, has been everywhere
and seen everything, and is now travelling on some
scientific expedition. He tells us he has spent the last
two years among the Esquimaux, and shot many polar
bears ; he is now on his way to stay with two Indian
tribes, in order to learn something of their language.

The Micmacs, in New Brunswick, are the only tribe who
possess a written language. Some of the Indian legends
are very pretty, but rarely can they be persuaded to tell
them to strangers. Until after Winnipeg is reached most
of the Indians are dressed in the same way as the white
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people, which costume does not at all suit the moble
red man,

Port Arthur is beautifully situated on the west shore
of Thunder Bay, now a flourishing town, and one of the
great exporting places for grain. We had fine views of
the famous Sleeping Giant mountain, behind which is the
Silver Inlet, a mining locality which has yielded almost
fabulous wealth. )

The Canadian Pacific Company’s steamers have been
blocked in the ice for the last seven days, and were only
extricated yesterday. One foolhardy passenger with
several guides attempted, with the aid of a dog traineau,
to reach the land, in order to avoid the vexatious delay; °
the ice, however, became so broken up before they had
accomplished half the distance, that they were only
rescued with considerable danger and difficulty by a relief
party from the shore, who dragged a boat over the ice and
through the water, arriving just in time, as these too
adventurous people were completely exhausted.

s All watches are put back one hour here, and another
hour when we reach Winnipeg ; they were put back four-
and-a-half hours when crossing the Atlantic, and half an
hour will also have to be deducted on reaching Calgary,
so the difference of time between London and Calgary is
seven hours, Thus, when it is but 5 p.M. here it is mid-
night in England.

Fort William, an old Hudson Bay post on the Kami-
nistiquia river, affords extraordinary advantages for
lake traffic. After this is passed, we reach a place
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called Savenne; there we saw two of the old boats built
at‘Quebec and used by Lord Wolseley in 1870 on his way
to Fort Garry, now Winnipeg.

At FEast Selkirk the line turns southward, and at
St. Boniface the river is crossed by a long iron bridge, and |
Winnipeg is reached. It is now a flourishing town of

- 25,000 inhabitants, but at the time of Lord Wolseley’s

expedition it was only the principal Hudson’s Bay trading-
post, with little to be seen except the fort and a small settle-

" ment of about 250 to 300 people, chiefly known then as

the centre of the half-breed rebellion under Louis Riel.

To reach Fort Garry, Lord Wolseley had to bring his
troops by steamer to Thunder Bay, at the head of Lake
Superior, and after making a road for forty miles through
the woods to Lake Shebandowan, he accomplished the rest
of the way by using the lakes, rivers and portages con-
necting them. I may add that the Kaministiquia and
Matawan rivers were used to get both boats and stores to
this point, as well as the road to Lake Shebandowan. It
took his little force ninety-five days to complete a journey
which we accomplished in forty-five hours.

It is very interesting to Algernon, seeing all this country
again, as he was one of the officers with Lord Wolseley,
who told me Algernon carried the heaviest pack during
that expeditibn; and having both skill and experience in
canoe work, he steered many of the boats down the most
dangerous part of the rapids.

‘Winnipeg is situated on the isthmus of land formed by
the junction of the Assiniboine and the Red rivers, is about
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ninety miles from the United States fromtier, fifty miles
south of the lake whose name it takes, and into which the
Red river runs, opening up by water all the vast and
fertile region of the Saskatchewan. The Saskatchewan
river is 500 miles long, and drains an area of 25,000
square miles. As we intended to revisit Winnipeg, we
only remained there a short time and then rejoined the
“ Cars.”

From here to Brandon we pass through the great wheat
country of Manitoba ; after leaving Brandon we are really
on the ‘prairie—grass everywhere, and such grass!

Now and again the train stops, and we find ourselves
in a prairie town, which appears to consist of an hotel (at
the bar of which the most fiery whisky is to be had !) with
several wooden houses scattered round it, and generally a
few stray cattle.

Talking of hotels, when one enters the North-West
Territory the prohibition of spirits is strenuously enforced,
though, in spite of this, whisky seems to be generally
procurable with a little management.

Portage la Prairie and Brandon are the two principal
grain markets of the province.

In the Canadian North-West there are about 300
million acres of arable and pasture land, of which one-
third or more may be capable of producing wheat of the
finest quality.*

* «The Prairie Section (according to the Canadian Geological Survey
Reports) may be said to extend from the Red river, on the 97th
meridian W, from Greenwich, to Calgary, near the Rocky Mountains,
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Further on we passed Regina, the capital of Assiniboia;
the Executive Council of the North-West Territory, em-

on the 114th meridian, a distance of 800 miles, and from the 49th to
the 54th degrees of north latitude.

There are three distinct plateaux or steppes sloping from the Rocky
Mountains, north-easterly towards Lake Winnipeg and the Red
river, having well-defined escarpments running north-westerly parallel
with the range.

The general slope from the foot-hills of the Rockies averages about
five feet to the mile.

The lowest of these plateaux averages about 800 feet above the sea,
and embraces an extensive lake system nearly 14,000 miles in extent,
the largest, Lake Winnipeg, covering. 8,500 square miles.

The total area, including the lakes, is 55,000 square miles.

This interior basin, the lowest of the continent, generally known as
the Red River Valley, has perhaps the finest wheat-land in the world.
It is only fifty-two miles wide at the International boundary, and
rises thence southward for about 200 miles, attaining an elevation
nearly one thousand feet above sea-level. .

The second steppe is about 250 miles wide at the 49th parallel, and
200 miles at the 54th, having an area of over 100,000 square miles, N
71,000 square miles of which form the eastern portion of the great i
plains. Its average elevation is 1,600 feet above sea-level.

The third steppe has an average elevation of 3,000 feet, being 4,000
feet at the foot-kills and 2,000 feet at its eastern edge. Its alea is -
134,000 square miles, of which 115,000 are almost entirely devoid of s,
forest. Its breadth on the 49th parallel is 465 miles. %
The total area south of the 54th parallel is 280,000 square miles— .3

about 180,000,000 of acres : of which, after allowing for swamps and
lakes, mountains and barrens, by far the greater portion is arable.

In a recent report 6f the Senate of Canada it is stated that this
northern forest-covered region embraces also the greatest fur-producing
country in the world, supplying three-fourths of all the valuable
furs sold in Leipsic and London, to the annual value of millions of
dollars.

The climate of the eastern slope of the Rockies for a belt of over
0 150 miles in width is, as compared with the plains on the same

; latitude eastward, exceptionally mild in winter. A south-west wind,
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bracing the provinces of Assiniboia, Alberta, Saskatche-
wan, and Athabsaska, meet here. At this place also are
the headquarters of the North-West Mounted Police, a
military organisation numbering 1000, of whom Canada
is justly proud, they being nearly all picked men, and
under the strictest military discipline.

The country, though retaining all the characteristics of
the prairie, is now more broken and undulating ; deserted
lakes and buffalo wallows become more frequent, and are
favourite resorts of water-fowl of all kinds. Swans,
cranes, geese, pelicans, and ducks of many varieties all
frequent them ; snipe, plover, curlew, and prairie chicken
are also to be met with in this part of the country, while
now and again the wandering coyoté may be seen
skulking on his lonely way; antelopes are rare, being shy
and timid animals, and therefore scared by the noise of

called the Chinook, blowing at right angles to and over the Rockies,
brings a thaw, removing snow, and enabling cattle_to feed out all the
year round. At Canmore, in the Rockies, 4,200 ffzet above the tide,
cattle range out during the winter. The remarkable warmth of a
wind passing for hundreds of miles over snow-covered mountains, could
not be accounted for by the proximity of the warm waters of the Pacific,
but is explained by the alternate expansion and condensation of air
flowing from the ocean level over the mountains, and descending
thence to the plains below. As the moisture is evaporated or the air
expanded in rising over the mountains, latent heat is absorbed, which
is given out again by the condensation of the moisture or the com-
pression of the air in descending to"the plains below.

The Bow river coal area is estimated to contain 330,000,000 of tons,
and will be the chief source of supply for the prairie region and for
many hundred miles of railway, and an increasing source of traffic for
the latter.”—President T. Keefer's Address to Am. Soc. C.E., 1888.
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the passing trains. The prairie which we have traversed
is all marked by the old trails of buffalo, and in some
places their bones and skulls lie thickly scattered.

At Medicine Hat we saw many Blackfoot and Cree
Indians, their reservations not being far off. Most of the
squaws sat on the ground, huddled up in their coloured
blankets, looking Iﬁiserable enough, some of Ehem smoking,
and offering for sale polished buffalo horns, which are so
scarce now that even those gathered off the prairie
command a ready sale. The braves, in blankets of
brilliant colours, stood talking in groups. One Indian
papoose was looking longingly at an orange which a
small white child was eating. I had just time, as
the train moved off, to obtain three from the dining car
and give them to the child; and the squaws bobbed
their heads in acknowledgment, and giggled with
pleasure as the papoose toddled towards them with the
oranges in her small arms. Trifling incidents like this
bring one into touch with the people, and gratify oneself
as well. ' .

A station garden was being made here, and seemed to
be a novel and interesting sight to the inhabitants, who
crowded round it. A man was busily engaged planting
trees and flower-seeds, while at the other end of the
garden two enterprising black pigs had entered un-
observed through a hole in the fence, and were enjoying
themselves vastly, ploughing up the soft earth with their
snouts, until they were routed with ignominy by the aid
of sticks and stones.
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When Algernon was in Colorado in 1873, there were

- thousands of buffalo on the plains, and when he was
" coming eastwards the following year by the Kansas Pacific

Railway, the train was stopped for many hours by the
big herd crossing the line.

There were two herds, the “southern herd ” which
ranged between the River Platte and Old Mexico, and the
“northern herd,” which rarely crossed the Platte, and
ranged as far north as the Great Slave Lake.

The last time the northern herd came north, over
800,000 were killed for their hides alone, which at that
time were valued at $1 each. Now it is next to im-
possible to procure a good buffalo robe. A very fine one,
which was sent fo the Colonial Exhibition in London, was
sold on its refurn to Toronto for $60—a great bargain.

No fence, however strong, stopped the buffalo. As
the herd marched on, by sheer weight it- broke down
every impediment. If the leaders failed to do this, the
animals behind pressed forward, walking over the bodies
of those who fell in front.

With the march of civilization, they were bound in
time to disappear, but the wanton destruction of these
noble creatures seemed ruthless waste.*

We now saw glimpses of the Bow river; the undula-
tions of the foot-hills were a relief after the level prairie

* Have just heard that the tame herd of buffalo near Winnipeg
has been sold to.a ranche in Texas for $18,000; only nine of these

animals are pure bred, the remainder of the herd are crossed with
Texan cows.
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over which we had been travelling for two days, and we
were glad to be nearing our journey’s end.
In the old days before the railway, it was thought to
be fast travelling to go from Winnipeg to the Rocky
+ Mountains in six weeks. The same journey took us
three days. We reached Calgary at two in the morning,
having been much delayed by .the heating of a wheel,
which necessitated our frequently stopping to cool it down.
A lad killed a snake at one of the places where we
stopped. There are a few rattlesnakes round Medicine
Hat, but, with this .exception, there are not ‘many in this
part of the coﬁntry. ‘
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CHAPTER IV.

CALGARY AND MITFORD."

<
“What man would live coffined with brick and stone ?
Imprisoned from the influences of air!
And cramped with selfish landmarks everywhere,
‘When all before him stretches furrowless and lone
The unmapped prairie none can fence or own.”—ZLowell.

Royal Hotel, Calgary, May 30th.—After a five days’
journey, we were glad to leave the train; a dirty-looking
room and not particularly clean-looking beds were not
inviting ; however, at 2 A.M. we had nothing to do but
make the best of them. No baths were procurable this
morning, and we had the toughest of beef-steaks for
breakfast. This hotel seems used as a sort of club by
many men coming in long distances from their ranches;
when obliged to remain in town for the night they sit in
the bar, talking and smoking in groups.

Calgary is the centre of the great ranching country, and
one of the chief outfitting-places for the mining districts.
We found it full of Cowboys and Indians ; the shops which
the latter seemed to appreciate were the butchers and

D 2
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photographers, some of their own portraits being for sale
in the windows of the latter.

During dinner we had a message from the G s to
come and see them in their car. They were on their
way to Toronto, and gave us charmitié accounts of the
delights of their journey through the mountains.

A telegram from the C s, telling us to come to
Mitford this evening, was very welcome. The train to
Vancouver does not pass till 2 A.M., so we were glad to go
by a freight train passing in the afternoon.

It required some persuasion to induce the conductor of
the freight train to take us with him; but ultimately he
agreed to do so, and he helped us to get our baggage into
the caboose.

‘When getting off at Mitford, Algernon offered him a
couple of dollars for his trouble, but he shook his head and
declined them with thanks. The gratuitous civility of
, some of the people here strikes one yvery pleasantly.

‘We received a most kind welcome from our friends, who
have a nice little house, ‘ .
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Mitford, Moy 31st—We have a beautiful view of the
Rocky Mountains here, and on a fine morning it is
difficult to believe they are sixty miles distant: we are
P " surrounded by fine undulating prairie. The cattle are fat
‘ and sleek, though they have had nothing but what they

f could find on the “range” all winter. The great draw-
back here is the frost at night; even in summer there is

i often enough to injure the potatoes and wheat.
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¢ Adela and I amused ourselves planting the garden: we
sowed cabbages, lettuces, caulifiowers, carrots, beet, and
beans.*

The soil is surprisingly rich; one digs nearly a-yard
deep, and still it is the same good brown loam everywhere.

The saw-mill and house are close to the C.P.R.; at the
former fifty men are at work. Their wages are from $20
to $30 a month, and they are boarded as well. A private
railway brings the logs down from the forest, they are
sawn up here and put in the cars for market.

N——, Tom C , and Algernon have been busy this
morning making a garden fence. They also are building a

new hen-house ; the latter requires to be well put together,
to keep out the cold in winter, and has double walls, with
saw-dust filled up between. Dug-out hen-houses with
turf roofs also make warm shelter ; only a few have stoves,

. and often the claws of the poor birds get frost-bitten, The

cat here has had her ears frozen off; fortunately they both
are gone just at the same place, and give her the appear-

~ance of having her ears cropped.

June 1st.—Mr. Kerfoot, a neighbour, and one of the best
riders and drivers iii the North-West, drove Adela’s ponies
in the buckboard. They have been on the prairie for six
months ; when “ taken up ” they often require re-breaking ;
one of them lay down twice, bucked, and made a great
fuss. Mr. Kerfoot drove them patiently and well. The
harness and buckboard, both of American make, were

* And heard afterwards everything had done well,
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perfectly adapted to the rough roads and prairie work. }
These carriages, owing to the wide axle, are almost
impossible to upset, and one can drive them where no
English carriage could go. Theharness enables the horses
to go quite independently of each other; the pole-pieces,
instead of being, as in England, fast to the head of the pole,
are here attached to a short bar called the yoke, which >
works loosely on the end of it, and also givés the horses a
straight pull in holding back.

We all started on the private railway to see the
timber limits, which are fifteen miles distant. A truck
was arranged for us to sit on in front of the engine,
i the latter pushing us along. The men in charge drove too
) fast, and when we had gone about three miles, we felt
i several great jolts, the truck had left the rails and upset;
i most fortunately for us, one of the wheels got wedged in

11
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the sard, and the brakesman, having put on the brakes,

stopped the engine. For a few moments there was an
' awful feeling of suspense; we all expected the engine

SRR e

: would come crashing down on the top of us; happily, »

! however, this did not occur, else we might all have been .

[ e S O

: killed. On regaining our feet, we found the only person
” badly injured was the brakesman; he, poor fellow, lay ’
under the engine, with three bad wounds in his head, and ‘
his ear almost severed from the scalp. With difficulty he
was extricated from his perilous position, and while the
C——= and Algernon remained with him, N and I
went for assistance.

{ ‘We ran for three miles across the prairie, and sent for the
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doctor—there was one fortunately only two miles off—and
having procured a mattress, pillows, ether, and bandages,
harnessed the buckboard ; then there was a doubt if we
could manage the ponies, which had been so refractory the
day before. I undertook to drive, and kept them at full
gallop the whole way. One condition I made before start-
ing, that in going up the hill over very rough ground, as
the ponies required my undivided attention, I was not to
be allowed to be jolted out of the carriage.

The doctor came quickly, a waggon followed, the
poor fellow was soon in his little bed at the saw-mills,
and, wonderful to relate, though so terribly injured, and
with a badly-fractured skull, he recovered. It is always
much in favour of these men during illness that they have
lived a hardy out-of-door life.

June 2nd.—Drove to the British American Co.’s sheep-
ranche. The manager was away, but his housekeeper gave
us luncheon ; afterwards we went out fishing, We caught
nineteen trout; having heard how easy it was to catch
fish here, we were disappointed at finding them very
shy. A thunder-storm was going on most of the time,
which may have been the reason of our want of success.
Here the fish take best on a bright sunny day—just the
contrary to what they do in England.

‘We went on later to the store at Cochrane, kept by a
Frenchman, who had previously lived all his life in Paris.
He said he was doing pretty well, but the prairie life
seemed somewhat to depress him.

N




a5

40 IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOZ. [cuaP.

» June 3rd—The doctor who comes to see the man who
was hurt in the engine, has travelled much, and was for a
long time in the Hudson Bay Co.s service. He told me
that when at Moose Factory he had an excellent team of
ten Esquimaux dogs, and had on one occasion driven
them to Albany, a distance of 110 miles, in 24 hours,
; returning the same distance two days later. The old
breed of Esquimaux dogs is very scarce now; we saw a
team in Calgary, the leaders being the only fine ones; for
this pair the owner was offered £100, which he refused.

R

June 4th.—10° of frost last night..

' Algernon went for a ride with Mr. Kerfoot, and in the
;i afternoon we all rode over to his horse-ranche. The horses
i are most clever in avoiding the gopher holes, and if given
their heads they can go at any pace over them without
making a mistake.

e Gophers abound here; in places the prairie is full of
their burrows, and being a kind of marmot, they live
underground,

P e R

At the ranche we saw more than a hundred horses. The
corrals are wonderfully well arranged, three opening into
each other. When the band of horses has been driven
into the first, which is the largest, the horses required for
branding’oi' breaking are separated from the rest, and, the
gate being opened, are turned into the second corral. The
entrance into the third corral is by a very high and strong
gate, so arranged as to swing round against the side of
this corral, with just space for a horse to stand between.
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A single horse is now let through this gate, which is
swung round, holding him against the side of the third
corral, so that he is helpless and cannot fight or hurt
himself while being branded or bridled.

Algernon chose a horse, and after he had been lunged
on a lariat, Mr. Kerfoot saddled, mounted, and took
him for a gallop over the prairie, and brought him in
quite quiet. Unless ahorse shows temper, this is about
all the breaking he gets; constant work and plenty of it
effect the rest. .

Mrs. Kerfoot gave us a most excellent tea, with cakes of
all kinds, which had beern made by herself. Our ride
home in the evening across the prairie was most enjoyable,
the setting sun tipping the distant snowy peaks of the
Rockies with golden and fiery red colours.

June 6th.—On the other side of the Bow river is a cafion
known as “the jumping {;mmd,” over the edge of which
the hunters used to drive the buffalo, and in this cafion
their bones still lie in places two or three feet deep; they
are now being taken away and used for manure.

A band of Blackfoot Indians passed to-day; the chief,
“Three Plumes,” rode up to the house to show his permit,
which is given by the Indian agent to enable them
to leave their reservations for a stated time; this band
had been on a visit to the Stony Indians. We have
since heard that the guests on leaving stole thirty ponies.

Had they passed here without showing their permit,
the mounted police would have been informed, and it is

o
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one of their duties to see that the Indians remain on their
reservations. They seemed very friendly, shook hands
with all the men they saw about, inspected the railway
engine with interest, and rode away. An Indian seldom
expresses any surprise. .

After the last rebellion several chiefs were taken to
Montreal and shown everything that was calculated to
impress them ; the only remark they made was, “ Why do
not the white men make their squaws work 2” Their
squaws do all the hard work, but perhaps will have an
easier time as the men get more civilized. In many cases
there is a strong feeling of antipathy between the white
and red men. The Indians in many parts of the North-
West Territory bury their dead on a raised platform, the
body is placed upon it wrapped in birch-bark, often with a
piece of tobacco in the hand. I was sorry to hear that
to get possession of this tobacco, the body is often pulled
down by rough whites; and one can understand the
distress this causes the Indians, whose dead are as sacred
to them as ours are to us.

‘Whilst on their reservations they have a daily ration of
food given to them, consisting of 1 1b. of meat, 1 1b. of flour,
some tea and sugar; also one suit of clothes, a blanket,
and $3 per annum. '

June Tth—Algernon and Tom C—— have gone into
Calgary, which is twenty-five miles distant; they left at
7 A.M. and return to-morrow.

Adela and I took the ponies and drove in the buckboard
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to see neighbours who have a cattle-ranch twelve miles
from here. Aswe left the trail we bumped along over the
prairie, but in this kind of carriage one does not feel it
much, and finally found ourselves confronted by a large bog,
which did not look inviting, but which appeared to be the
only approach to the ranch. Adela went to inspect it
accompanied by her faithful deer-hound Ginger. He sniffed
the place suspiciously, but would not go through it ; so after
having wet her feet she was obliged to return to the
buckboard, and finally after some trouble we drove through
in safety, feeling much relieved when we found ourselves
at the other side.

The ranche was a nice log-house, the inside being match-
boarded with the red Douglas pine, which” gave an air of
comfort and refinement to the nicely-érranged Tooms.
The old Scotch lady and her two daughters were at home,
and gave us an excellent tea, which we much enjoyed
after our long drive. They do everything for themselves,
having no servants, for the very good reason that on
account of the loneliness of the place no one will stay
with them,

I asked our hostess what had induced her to leave
Scotland. She said her eldest son was one of the engineers
on the C.P.R. and had advised her to come ; that son was
now married and had gone to Vancouver, so she and her
daughters were now living with the younger son, who had
Jjust started this cattle-ranch.

It gives some idea of hardship when one sees ladies

obliged to do everything for themselves. During the .
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summer, when the days are long and sunny, it may be
pleasant ; I doubt it. But when the snow is deep, and the
place shut off from all communication with the outer world,
when the days close in at four o’clock, and wolves and
bears occasionally prowl round the house, then these poor
folk must wish themselves back again in their Highland
home far over the wide sea.

June 11th.—Until this morning we have not seen the
Rockies for nearly a week.

Innumerable wild flowers grow on the prairie; last
! month there were anemones of all colours, and in a few

| weeks there will be masses of dog-roses and wild honey-
, ; : suckle : it is a kind provision of nature that this-wild rose
i 1‘ is so hardy, it stands even the extreme cold of winter, and
. grows from the root each year. The doctor, who is a
o botanist, sent a collection of wild flowers which he had
made on the prairie to Kew Gardens, to be classified. He

3 has lent me two books that I am glad to have: “ Gray’s
i Manual of Botany,” and a catalogue of Canadian plants,
by John McEwan, M.A., F.L.S., F.R.C.S.

One of the best districts for collecting wild flowers is at
the foot of the Crowfoot valley; this place (and also
Morley) are Indian reservations, and it is remarkable that
in choosing them the Indians have selected the most fertile
and prettiest valleys. ,

We went to see the coal-mine which was discovered
three years ago ; the first traces of coal being seen at the i

mouth of a badger’s hole. Adela and I only went in as
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far as the end of the first gallery, where we met a man and
horse bringing up a-truck of coal to the mouth ; the others
all departed along a similar gallery, each carrying a Davy
lamp; as yet there is little danger of gas, the workings
being quite near the surface.

June 13th.—I have become quite attached to all the
animals here, and have undertaken the charge of the
poultry ; indeed I feel quite sorry for several of them,
which have lost some of their toes from the effects of frost-
bite: one old white hen runs about on stumps, seemingly
not much inconvenienced ! All the people here, who have
poultry, find the necessity of keeping them very warm,
‘and either make them “dug-outs” or else comfortable
wooden houses. Eggs are still about 6s. a dozen, and
chickens are almost impossible to procure. We have four
chickens hatched, and four hens sitting.

Of other animals, Gingex;,” the deer-hound, is a large
tawny-coloured dog, and is supposed to be the last of his

race, a descendant of Gelert; we have also “Jack,” the :

kitchen dog, a thick-set brown spaniel, with a white chest,
he has evidently been roughly treated at some time, as he
is inclined to bite, and growls at every one ; his sole virtue
is his devotion to the cook. When any one says “Go
away, kitchen dog!” he struts off with his tail over his
back. With one sitting-room, much confusion is caused
by his appearance at lunch or dinner, as he and the deer-
hound are on the worst of terms.

“Polly,” a black retriever puppy, is so unaccustomed to
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womankind, that when Adela or I go to play with her, she
tries to escape by getting under the house, which is raised
off the ground to make it dry during the winter, the
ordinary way of building out here. \

There are two pigs, a black and a white one ; and two
cows, a wild and a quiet one; and a calf which takes about
three men to hold.

‘We shall soon be going “ further west;” but our visit
here has been a*most pleasant one.

N made me a good easel to-dayjy he is a clever
carpenter.

‘We saw a coyoté this evening. Two of the men crossed
the river after him ; but he was too wary to let them get a
shot. !

We heard last night of a Major , at Fort , Who
some years ago married a very beautiful squaw, a Blood
Indian ; he took her to England, and she has travelled with
him to differeit places, and yet now, if she gets a chance,
she throws off all her civilized dress, wraps herself in a
blanket, and returns to her tribe. So wild are some of
these races by nature, that civilized life for the first
generation seems’an impossibility.

June 16th.—We crossed the railway bridge over the Bow
river ; this was to me rather a difficult feat, as I had to
walk on the sleepers and saw the river running beneath.
In one of the railway cuttings we found a bed of fossilized
mussels, and in the soil above we saw croppings of coal.

There is a wea]th of grass all round us, such as one only
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sees at home in the hay-time, and growing among it many
delightful wild flowers, most of them new to me.

June 18th.—Adela’s sitting hens require a lot of running
after; half wild, and fleet as hares, they appear to have. a
strange dislike to returning to their mnests, so we have to
get some of the men to help us to run them down.

Two ranchers came to luncheon to-day—true types, I
should think, of “ western men.” I hear that their father
in England is a rich man, but he seems to do but little for
his spns. They work hard, even washing all their own
. clothes and cooking, and it is not therefore to be wondered
at that they look rough.

The usual dress out here is a blue flannel shirt, with no
collar, but a coloured handkerchief tied loosely round the
neck, a buckskin shirt, a pair of leather “shaps” with fringes
down the seams, worn over trousers, boots, and a broad-
brimmed felt hat, with a leather band round it, which is
generally stamped with patterns and ornamented in some
way.

“ Shap ” is an abbreviation of the Mexican word “chap-
arajos,” and are long leather leggings. A lariat coiled at
the horn of the Mexican saddle, a plaited leather bridle
~ with a severe Spanish bit, and a pair of smart spurs, often
silver-mounted, -complete the cowboy’s outfit. Further
south the saddle and bridle are often heavily plated with
silver; $300 and $400 is not an unusual price to pay for
them there, and though their owner is often short of
money,-he will seldom part with these things.
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Two men from a neighbouring ranche rode by this
aftermoon, they had been rounding up their cattle all day,
and looked jaded and worn. We saw them drive out a
refractory steer from a band of cattle which belonged to
some one else,—no easy matter for them on their tired
bronchos,—and after it was done they disappeared over
the prairie, driving their steer in front of them.

June 19tk to 20th.—Mr. Van Horne, presi?l'ent of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, arrived by special train, and
stayed for half-an-hour to talk over some business-matter
with Mr. C He is on his way to Vancouver, and, I
hear, generally goes at the rate of fifty miles an hour all

“through the mountains. His car is more like & house

than a railway carriage, having bed-room, bath-room,
dman-room, kitchen, and lastly, an excellent cook.
A good gallop over the -prairie this morning was

. delightful.  All the horses here are most excellent hacks,

and never stumble.

June 21st—To-day we visited the forest or timber
limits, starting early. The ride was quite delightful, as
we cantered up and down these limitless plains of

- grass, with the mountains stretching away into the dim

distance as:far as the eye could reach, and extending

" in Canada alone for 800 miles. I felt all the exhilaration

that freedom gives in these untrodden solitudes. A horse
must be rldden with a loose rein here, to enable him to
see the gopher ‘Tholes, of which the ground is full. Tares
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of many shades, pea-vine, wild camomile, cyclamens,
bugle-flowers, and many other wild flowers, we saw as
we rode along; also myrtles, gooseberries, and dog-roses.
Occasionally a few prairie hen rose in front of us, and
flew away, wondering doubtless at being disturbed.

As we came in view of the log-house where some of the
lumbermen live, we saw the forest beneath us, 2nd in
the distance the snowy mountains ; these great snow peaks
change their aspect with every gleam of sunlight, with
every shower, with every breath of wind, and in their
ever-changing beauty continually suggested fresh thoughts
from the book of Nature. '

Lord Beaconsfield said that one might get tired of
mountains, but that trees were a constant enjoyment;
but I could never tire of the everlasting hills.

We rode on four miles further, over somewhat
marshy ground, then, after descending a rather pre-
cipitous path, we found ourselves at a place which
goes by the name of Dog Pond Creek; the horses were
all picketed out, the harness and saddles having been
removed.

We then went to fish in a pretty creek close by; the
fish seemed amused by our efforts to catch-them, for they
moved slowly after the fly, but would not take; three
times I changed it, but, alas! no luck. \

Two nice Frenchwomen from the ranche near came to .

talk to us, and said it was useless, as the fish were only

caught on a day with a bright sun shining. Mr. C

then tried a minnow, with no better success; so we
E
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bundled up our rods, and wondered what we should do
without fish for our luncheon.

Madame d’Artigue and her husband and sister (French
people from the Basque Provinces) are in charge of this
ranche for some one who lives in Calgary. It was quite
a pleasure to see their beautifully-managed poultry-yards.
There were hundreds of chickens of all ages and sizes,
rows of boxes for the sitting hens with one hen in each,
all arranged in the simple and practical manner peculiar
to French people. There is an excellent market for
poultry in the North-West ; they told me that for a capon
they got $1°75 cents in Calgary.

These good people were most hospitable, insisting on

/giving us a skim-milk cheese, a bucketful of milk, and a
tin-dishful of eggs; with the last-we made a large
omelet, and with all these things, added to what we had
brought from Mitford, made an excellent repast.

When the horses were being taken to water, four got
loose, and galloped off, much to our dismay ; but Tom C——
on his excellent cow pony soon brought them back again,
We said good-bye to the kind-hearted French people, who
stood waving their hands to us, until a rising mound hid
them from our sight. Continuing our ride, we stopped
and had tea at the I
the mosquitoes were very troublesome this evening,
literally covering the horses, but fortunately annoying us
less by their bites than by their numbers.

Sunday, June 24th.—In the evening we had a service

-
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from a travelling minister—about half the men came; the
hymns selected by him were not at all cheerful nor bright,
and his sermon was not suitable in any way to the re-
quirements of his listeners, which one regretted.

Two hens hatched off to-day twenty-six chickens, a
welcome addition to the poultry-yard; and, as Adela and
I have taken much trouble, we felt rewarded.

Algernon rode to the horse-ranch, and, as we leave to-
morrow, he returned the horse kindly lent to him.

Rather a tragic termination to our visit was caused
by another accident on the railway. In the evening we
heard the mill-whistle blowing violently, and found that
the engine, returning with four trucks of lumber, had been
thrown off the rails ; the engineer got jammed between the
engine and the logs, and had his leg broken in two places;
but such is the toughness of these men that when being
carried down we heard him joking with the others about
not yet needing to be carried feet first, though he must
have been suffering great pain.
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" fine building in the middle of these mountains!

52 IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOT. [cHapr.

CHAPTER V.

BaNFF—G00D FISHING IN MINNEWONKA LAKE.

“ Lo—peak on peak in stairways sit
In stepping-stones that reach to God.”

June 26th.—Said good-bye to the C——s last night with
regret. A train which stops to take up passengers at
3 AM. is unusual at home, but such was the hour at
which we left Mitford, and we reached Banff at 7 aA.Mm.
We did not think a sleeping-car necessary, as it was only
a four hours’ journey, and we were rewarded, on entering
the Rockies at Canmore at early dawn, by the rare beauty
of the sunrise.

The large hotel of the Canadian Pacific Railway
Compan} at Banff is built entirely of wood, like an
enormous Swiss chalet; it stands alone, about half a mile
from the small but rapidly growing town.

The hotel has-accommodation for 300 persons; it is ex-
ceedingly comfortable in every respect. Wonderful enter-
prise on the part of the Company to have erected such a
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June 27th—We got a capital suite of rooms with a
lovely view, for 3% dollars a day. This included every-
thing except wine.

A glorious day was our first here. In the afternoon we
went in a steam-launch up the Bow river, some young
Englishmen having started two of these boats as a
speculation. We went in one called the “Mountain
Belle,” the only other passengers being two elderly people
on their way to England from Australia, who were
spending a few days at the hotel. The scenery was mag-
nificent, and at each bend of the river we saw something

.new and pleasing. The water was of an intensely green

colour, caused by the number of glacier streams which
poured into it. The young woods looked bright and
green, but the burnt trunks of fallen giant trees, told of
the terrible bush fires which have run through these woods
in past times.

In all directions were seen strips of burnt timber, ex-
tending from the base of the mountains to the snow-line,
showing where the fires have run up to the mountain
tops through the green woods. Snowy peaks reared their
ragged crests into the sky on all sides. Among such scenes
we passed up the river for twelve miles, though, owing to
the sandbanks shifting, there was some difficulty in the
navigation, but our skipper seemed to know his business.

We then disembarked at a little moss-covered shanty,

which has been built as a restaurant for the summer

months, and sat on the banks surveying the loveliness
around.
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All the little streams which run into the Bow river
near here are full of trout which take a fly greedily.
I was the first lady who had*been so far up the river.

June 20th.—We hired a couple of bronchos and rode
to the Minnewonka Lake. In the Indian language
Minnewonka means “The bad spirit,” but I am sorry to

.say the settlers often call it the * devil’s lake,” which is a
very ugly name compared with the Indian one.

In the same way they have changed the names of many
of the mountains—for the worse I think, as those chosen

_by the Indians were always much more appropriate.

Our first start was not promising; a very lame pony
came for one of us, and some time was spent in exchanging
this for another; and though Algernon got a good one,
mine was a real bone-shaker, and was so tired that I could
hardly keep him on his legs. This was not quite what we
had wished with a nine-mile ride before us, but sometimes
one’s mood is to make the best of everything, and the
beauty of the scene soon made me forget my miserable
steed. At one moment we were galloping across grassy
flats, then through wooded vaﬁeys, with ranges of high
mountains as far as we could see in every direction, and
as we kept ascending we saw the river winding away
among the woods far below. In one of the prettiest places
we passed was a large camp of Stony Indians, and we
were greeted by a mob of Indian dogs, which ran out
barking and snapping at our ponies.

The Stonies are now a very peaceable people, and many-
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of them are Methodists. At their reservation at Morley is
a large Methodist mission.

Though the white men are not allowed to shoot game
until August 15th, the Indians have no restrictions of
this kind, and therefore the destruction of game with
them goes on in season and out of season.

‘We were now in the burnt woods, and, the trail being
very rough, had to go slowly. Upon the grass slopes of
Castle Mountain, which stood high above us, are some-
times to be seen the Rocky Mountain goat; and a black
bear in search of berries may also be descried occasionally,
but we saw none and pursued our way.

The trail has been improved in the last two years, so
that a carriage can jolt along to the lake; but I pity the
poor sufferers inside. Originally it was an Indian trail
winding about in all directions.*

Occasionally we crossed a log bridge over a creek. As
we went along I observed many wild flowers growiug by
the side of the trail, especially a red Castilleia growing in
great bushes, and columbines of every shade and hue.

Having reached the lake about 6 A.M., we found two
log-houses in course of building, and after some little
trouble secured one of the workers to go out fishing
with us. We unsaddled the ponies, and flaving watered
them at the lake, picketed them with the lariat one always
carries in this cousitry, among the best grass we could see,
and left them eating it and the pea-vine, which the horses
love better than anything.

* Bince writing this a good new road has been made from Banff.
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We started in an excellent boat which our man had
just built, and rowed gently down the lake; but, alas, it
was not possible to catch these trout with the rods we had

g 11 brought. Our boatman told us the lake was 600 feet -
Wit deep, and the fish were generally lying just off the shallow

places, so we were reluctantly obliged to troll with a spoon.
We got into a nice bay out of the wind, and the bright
sun made everything look pleasant.

Algernon suddenly said, « I've got one;” the line was
slowly drawn in, and we awaited the arrival of the fish in
breathless suspense. “Are you sure he is there?” <“Is
he a big one 2” were the questions which quickly followed ;
(the fish, big or small, came along slowly). Algernon was
getting towards the end of the line, two sinkers had
already been drawn into the boat, the boatman got ready
his gaff. “Here he comes,” said Algernon, “a big one,
by Jove!” Although he had come pretty quietly he did
not like the look of the boat, gave a sudden roll, the line
snapped, he was off—no, gaffed just two inches above the
tail, and he was thrown into the boat with a heavy flop,
a 28-1b. trout, measuring three feet in length and over ten
inches in depth. 'We congratulated ourselves that the fish
was with us instead of in the lake, and having mended
the line and fixed the spoon, prepared for another try.
Not so fast. We rowed about for some time without a
nibble, and although the fish did not take, we had a
pleasant time, and kept hoping our luck would change.
For what is lifezworth without hope, which gives zest to
j;he true sportsman, who with it is content with little,
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sometimes, nay often, with nothing.—Hope carries us
poor mortals cheerfully on from the cradle to the grave;
and though, perhaps, through some fault in ourselves,
what we wish to attain turns out a “ Will of the Wisp,”
still one always goes on cheerfully looking for better things.
But to return to our fishing. We became hungry, and,
having brought nothing with us, landed at the boatman’s
“ shack,” where he quickly lighted a fire, and made us some
excellent tea, and with bread, jam, and biscuits we managed
pretty well. We hoped to have added fish to our feast,
but had it not in our hearts to cut up the big one at once,
as we wished to show him at the hotel.
After having a look at the ponies we started again !
in the boat, and by six o’clock had landed three more .E
fish, weighing respectively three, four, and six pounds. :
With a nine-mile ride before us we felt it was time to
start for the hotel, and having resaddled, the question
arose, what was to be done with the spoil. We did not
wish to leave it behind, and -if we did not pack it with us,
- there was no other means of getting it home. So Algernon
wrapped up the big fish in a sack, which he tied firmly
H to the back of his Californian saddle, and the other three,
secured in the same way, were fastened with buckskin
thongs to my saddle. Off we started for the hotel, but
the transit of the fish was not so easy a matter; several
times Algernon had to stop and retie the thongs, and still
they flopped about and were uncomfortable baggage; not
until 8.30 did we reach our destination, tired and hot after
our long day. Several people came to see our fish at the
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door, amongst them oné enthusiastic fisherman—of course,
English—who quickly brought scales, and weighed the
biggest. “A gobd twenty-eight pou:n'ds‘ﬁ ” he said.

We were glad to eat our dinner—the chef serving the
fish as “Truite 3 la St. Maur ”"—and even more so to turn
into a good bed.

June 29th.—Connor, the forester of the National Park
" here, took us for a long ride; we had two éxcellent ponies,
which “loped” along with us as if they had nothing on
their backs; of course my weight was insignificant, but
Algernon, with his Californian saddle, which weighs 35 lbs,,
must ride 17 stone.

The National Park, which the Government is making
here, is a tract of country about twenty-eight miles square,
including some grand mountains and splendid scenery,
amongst which they are laying out roads and riding-paths,
and in this park they hope to preserve the various game
animals of the country ; but for the latter purpose the size
is inadequate. We received every kindness and civility
from the Superintendent of the Park—Mr, Stewart, who
lives in a nice log-house near to the Canadian Pacific
Railway Hotel.

The Stony Indians killed two mountain sheep close to
Lake Minnewonka a day or two ago. The Rocky Moun-
tain Sheep, or American Big-Horn (Ovis montana), has a
coat of hair like that of a deer, or still more like a caribou;

a large ram stands as high as 3 ft. 6 in. in the shoulder,

and weighs over 300 lbs. There is a splendid specimen

[ .
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of a head at MF. Stewart’s office, which was shot by the
forester last winter. These creatures are exceedingly
timid, choosing the most inaccessible places as feeding-
grounds ; being great climbers, and able to jump from
enormous heights, they can often evade the hunters
when pursued, and this makes their heads one of the most
valued trophies of the Western hunter.

We rode along with our guide for five or six miles on
the same trail as yesterday, and after picketing the ponies,
turned off sharp to the right, and walked over very rough
ground covered with burnt timber, to a cafion which
Connor said he had just discovered. We climbed over the
large charred logs, which was not a very clean amusement,
for a few hundred yards, and then entered the cafion,
which I can better describe as a deep ravine, almost
closing over our heads, with precipitous rocks on either
side, not unlike the eerie places which are occasionally seen
in some wild Highland glen. The shades of the big pine
trees somewhat darkened the cafion, still we were able to
admire the lovely mosses and lichens which grew in the
richest profusion among the fallen timber.

As it seemed to me probable that we might come across
a bear, and as none of us had brought even a revolver, I
declined to go further; for in such a place it would have
been impossible to run away, for we could only go slowly
over the windfalls, and a bear visited thus in his own
stronghold might resent intrusion. On our way in, Connor
had shown us a place where he had seen one only three
weeks before. Bears are extremely fond of fruit and berries
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of all kinds, and, when in season, these creatures are ~

generally found where they are growing in any quantity.
Early in the morning and just before sundown are the
best times to find bear.

We got back for a late dinner, and in the evening heard
Liszt’s 2nd thapsodie, beautifully played by an American”
lady on the new Steinway grand piano in the music-room ;
a treat hardly to be expected in the middle of the Rockies.

June 30th—A very early start and a delightful

~ morning ride brought us again to Lake Minnewonka,

where we fished all day. We had a fair wind and sailed,
which enabled u3 to get much further than last time, and
had another excellent day’s fishing. -

Our bag of Thursday weighed 42 lbs., this day’s fifteen
fish weighed 51 1bs. ; we got one fine trout of 12 lbs., two
of 8 1bs., and the rest from 6 to 4 Ibs. 'We lunched about
eight miles down the lake, at a very pretty place with a

shingly beach and nicely-timbered bank. Our boat-
man (by the way, a gentleman), who, for some reason
best known to himself, had chosen this rough life, had
thoughitfully brought cupss plates, knives, tea and a
kettle; and as we had plenty of trout, and a good fire,
we soon had some cooked, and enjoyed an excellent lunch.
The Indian manner of cooking fish we found best; the
fish is split down the middle, boned' and stretched out like
a kipper on a long split stick, the#lower end of which is
stuck into.the ground ; the fish is placed lengthways, and
the upper end of the split is then secured with a strip of
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bark. The skin side is turned to the fire, and left to broil, _
and the fish is afterwards, if largle, turned, and the other
side treated in the same way ; but with a small fish, cooking
on one side is sufficient.

I never could understand how it was, that though I often
saw the Indians cooking fish without salt, when done they
seemed not to require any. Was it for the reason that
hunger was the l%ést sauce, or that being freshly out of the
water, the flavour of the fish was so good that it required
nothing to improve it 2

I found ted also was much more palatable without milk
than I would have imagined: when no luxuries can be
had, one soon learns to do without them, and the people
who live on hardy fare seem contented énpugh.'

To-day, however, we met an exception in arough-looking
miner, who hailed from Barnsley in Yorkshire. As we

" were nearing the shore of the lake after our day’s fishing,
we heard a considerable flow of language, not of the
“choicest, emanating from the interior of the log shanty
where our boatman lived. The latter explained that the
miner there was a “rough lot,” and that we had better leave
him alone: on landing, however, we were surprised to find
that the said rough customer had taken the trouble to
bring in and saddle our ponies. Westhanked him and
talked to him-for a few minutes ; he told me that he had
+ been in two bad colliery explosions since arriving in
Canada, and had come to the Lake fo rest and recover
from the effects of them. He had been six years in the
Dominion, but said that, when he got to work again, he

LD L ety
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hoped to save $100 and go home to Barnsley. “In the
old country,” he said, “when sick, we are well looked
after; in Canada we are well paid while we can work, but
if we get ill, no one cares.”

He took off his hat, and showed us he had hardly any
hair, it had all been burnt off at the colliery accident at
Nanaimo in Vancouver Island, where fifty Chinamen were
killed, this poor fellow saving his life by climbing up a
rope in the air-shaft.

I said to him, “No pay would compensate me for
passinz so much of my time in the dark.” “Oh,” he
answered, “ we boys like it,” and we parted.

July 1st, Sunday.—Algernon and I went to church,
and joined in the English service in the Methodist Chapel.
In Canada there is a heavy fine for any one compelling
another to work on Sunday. The Canadian Pacific trains
do not leave Vancouver or Montreal on that day, though
those that have started previously continue their journey.

July 2nd.—Algernon and a man from this hotel went
off to try and get a bear to-day. They returned in the
evening tired out after a tremendous walk over the
mountains, having only seen a porcupine, which they shot
on the roof of an old lumber-camp they found in the
valley the other side of the mountains they had crossed
over.

The following extracts were quoted to us by Dr. H.,
who was a long while in the employ of the Hudson’s Bay
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Company. There were many interesting entries in the
old Hudson’s Bay Company’s journals and entry-books
kept at the different forts; but some years ago most of
the oldest books were unfortunately destroyed. )

“Dec. 31st, 1795. Served out a quart of rum per man ;
the evening spent in innocent mirth and jollity.

“Jan. 1st, 1796. All the Indians drunk about the
place, great trouble in keeping order.” )

The following entryqappears even of an earlier date,
and must have come from the far north.

“The Company’s cook, a lad of 16, having been carried
off by the Esquimaux, three out of a party of six passing
Esquimaux were seized as hostages until the return of the
boy.”

Here there was a break of five years in the journal,
and it did not state if he was recovered: probably not,
from the following:—“Had a row with the three
Esquimaux detained. They were shot, and their ears
pickled in rum, and sent on to their tribe, to show them
what had happened.”

This treatment appears somewhat harsh, but retributive

_justice overawes savages as nothing else has power to do.

To the Hudson’s Bay Company we owe a debt of
gratitude, for they were the pioneers of civilization in the
North-West. They were the first to open up an organized
system of trade in this wild region, and always dealt
honestly with the Indians, keeping good stores, and by
just dealing earned their respect. o

At the earliest fur sales, the bidding was done, as it was




64 IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOT. [cHar.

called, “by the candle.” As each bale of furs was put up
to auction a candle was lighted, and the person bidding
last, as the candle went out, got the furs, El‘he -candle
burnt about two minutes.

July 3rd.—News from Montreal brings the intelligence
of 30 deaths from sunstroke; also of intense heat in
Manitoba, with a temperature of 105°. Here the weather
is quite delightful, even a little chilly in the evening.

. The Indian legend of Lake Minnewonka runs thus:
One of the first Indians who saw this lake did so by
climbing to the top of one of the highest mountains which
surrounded it. In the lake he saw an enormous fish, so
large that from where he stood it looked the whole l.ength
of the lake, to which he therefore gave its present name,
The Lake of the Evil Spirit.

Near Banff there are five hot sulphur springs ; the two
principally used flow from the central spur of Sulphur
Mountain,” 800 feet above the level” of Bow river; the
main spring issues at the rate of a million and a half
gallons daily, and has a temperature of 115°. A short
way from it there is another, with a temperature of 85°
Round these springs have lately been erected small
bathing-houses, where hot baths can be obtained, the
water being brought in' pipes from the springs; a
quarter-dollar is charged for a bath. I heard that, besides
sulphur, iron and thirteen other substances occur in this
water, and that it is specie{.lly lzeneﬁcial in rheumatism
and skin diseases. We saw a pair of crutches hanging up
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in the trees. On a board below was printed, “ The owner
of these has left the springs—ecured!” -

Half a mile from Banff are more hot springs, one in a
large cave; the only entrance to it used to be by a funnel-
shaped hole in the roof, through which people were lowered
by a rope; this has now been improved by an opening ;

" from the side through a gallery. In this natural chamber- 4
is a pool 30 feet wide where the water comes bubbling
up ; however, the fumes of suiphur are too strong to be
pleasant. A few yards from this is the Basin, a large
plunge bath in the open, surrounded by overhanging
rocks. Here most of the visitors to Banff enjoy a swim,
Very hot sulphur baths should not be taken without
the advice of a doctor, as they have a lowering effect on

; the action of the heart ; here, as in other places, we met

i persons suffering from the abuse of them.

4 There are two neat Swiss chélets built at the cave and
basin, containing dressing-rooms ; tea can be obtained in
them, and as they are only half a mile from the town,
they are most accessible, and consequently most popular
with tourists.

The Banff Hotel is lighted by electricity, but under the
present -management it is turned off at ten o'clock; a
most’ awkward custom this proved, as we.were in’ the

.~ midst of packing for a start at 5 AM. yv:hen out went the
lights. We fortunately got candles,; which helped us
through our diffculties. ;
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CHAPTER VI

VANCOGVER— VICTORIA.

“ Primeval forests! virgin sod!
That Saxon has not ravished yet.”—Joaquin Miller.

July 4th.—Left Banff at an early hour before daylight.
The clerk at the station was very troublesome about our
saddles ; said they must follow us. We afterwards found
there would have been no difficulty in checking them to
Vancouver with the other baggage had we put them into
a packing-case with handles—a useful thing to know. =
The system of checking baggage through to its destina-
tion, which is in general use all through Canada and the
States, is excellent and saves much trouble. You hand
your luggage over, and receive checks in exchange. On

* presenting these at the end of your journey, you receive”

your belongings.

The morning was lovely, with a few showers, which
made the mountains more than ever grand. The words of
the Canticle kept recurring to me: “O ye mountains and
hills, bless ye the Lord ! praise Him and magnify Him for
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ever!” On leaving Banff for Vancouver, the railway runs
alongside the Bow river, and through well-timbered
valleys. On the left lie the Vermilion Lakes, where
there is good trout-ﬁshing, and in the distance is seen
Mount Massive and the snow peaks of many others of

- the range. On we go, past Castle Mountain, which towers

above us in one sheer precipice of 5,000 feet, and the
further we travel in this direction the more grand and
impressive the scenery becomes. Many people obtain a
permit to ride on the cow-catcher of the engine. We
were contented to look at the scenery from the platform
of the car, and for this purpose we had camp-stools placed
outside.

While we made the ascent to the station called Stephen,

an extra engine of enormous power was attached behind

us; thus we reached the summit of the Rocky Mountains.

All the gradients on the Canadian Pacific Railway which
exceed 1 in 100 are concentrated on the 134 miles from
the Bow river, three miles east of the summit of the Rockies,
to the Albert Cafion on the Illecillewast. From Stephen the
line descends rapidly, passing the beautiful Wapta Lake,
and crossing the deep ravine of the same name, now more
commonly known as the Kicking-Horse Pass. The
scenery here is almost terrible in its grandeur; and as we

) rushed along, we could only marvel at the triumphs of

engineering skill which have enabled men to overcome the

tremendous difficulties of constructing a railway through

this place. High over our heads we see many grand moun-

tains, the highest peaks of which are hidden from our view
F2

‘ »
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by snow and mist, while far below rushes the mountain
torrent. The Cafion rapidly deepens, till beyond Palliser
the mountain sides become vertical, rising straight up
thousands of feet. Down this vast chasm the railway and
river go together. Ledges are cut out of the solid rock,
and the track crosses and re-crosses the ravine, turning
and twisting in every direction.

On leaving the Rockies behind us, we passed through
the little mining-town of Golden City, situated near the
Columbia river.

An excellent steamer runs up this river for eighty
miles to the Columbia lakes. It is a pleasant trip, and
only takes three or four days; and in late autumn the
lagoons along the river-side are the haunts of thousands
of wild-fowl.

From Golden City the range of the- Selkirk Mountains
extends in an apparently unbroken line from the S.W.
to the N.E. Near here is the oldest log-camp in the
Mountains, where a Government engineering party, under
Mr. Walter Moberly, C.E., spent the winter of 1871.

I classed our journey from Banff to Vancouver into
three interesting divisions. Each was beautiful, but
entirely different. ‘

1st. The Kicking-Horse Pass and the Rocky Mountains.

2nd. The passes through the Selkirk Mountains, and
the views of the Great Glacier.

3rd. The Cafions and valley of the Fraser river.”

The last-named is supposed to be one of the finest
salmon rivers in the world, though, to a sportsman, it
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is a disappointing fact that the salmon here will not take
afly.

From Golden the line gradually ascends at the rate of
116 feet to the mile, and soon the Columbia river is left
1,000 feet below. The mountain sides here are densely
timbered with enormous trees; the great size of the
Douglas pine, spruce, and cedars was surprising.

The finest of all the mountain peaks along the line is the
one named Sir Donald, which seemed to rear its rocky
and vast pinnacles close against the sky. .

The principal difficulties in the construction of this
part of the line were caused by the mountain torrents
rushing down through narrow gorges, over which the
trains had to pass by bridging, snow-sheds, or tunnelling.

The highest of these bridges is crossed at Stony Creek,
it is 295 feet above the water, and the highest bridge in
the world, and is constructed entirely of timber. There are
over six miles of snow-sheds in the Selkirks. Without
these the line could not be kept open in winter; on account
of the avalanches, or “ snow-slides,” as they are called here.

As we neared the “ Glacier House,” we had our first
glimpse of the Great Glacier, which looks like an
immense river of ice; but although it is enormous, several
of those in Switzerland are largef.

A good hotel has been built here by the Canadian
‘Paciﬁq Railway Company.

We continued the descent from this place, and the loop
was soon reached, where the line made several startling
twists and turns, first crossing a valley leading from the
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Ross Peak Glacier, then touching for a moment on Réss
Peak ; and from there doubling back upon itself. The con-
struction of the engine and carriage wheels of American
railways render these sharp curves practicable, and they
have these loops now on many other railways in “the
States. We saw lovely flowers and shrubs on the rugged
slopes of some of the deep ravines, and in several of the
mountain valleys red lilies, columbines in endless variety,
waving ferns, strange grasses, hemlocks, and bulrushes.

A missionary with his sick wife joined the cars at a
place called Field, and the whole of the following day
she was lying with the curtains drawn across her bed, in
the same car in which we were all travelling. Latet, at
one of the stations where we stopped, a doctor “came
to see her, but, owing to the short time the train
remained there, he could do little for her. The husband
took refuge in tears, and seemed utterly overcome by his
troubles. I felt sorry for them. First warning them that
I was not a lady doctor, I offered to see his wife. She
was a poor, nervous, hysterical woman, very ill certainly,
but not dying, as she supposed. A little cheering up did
wonders. I wanted medicine; none was at hand. Fortu-
nately I remembered Algernon had in one of “his bags a
bottle of castor oil of rough quality for softening the
leather of his boots. I dosed the poor lady with this!
and before they left she was certainly better.

I have always been told three things are safe to try in
case of illness: 1lst, hot bath; 2nd, a dose; 3rd, put the
patient to bed.

s |
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The husband was a Methodist minister, and they were
on their way to Cariboo for mission work among the
miners there, when she was taken’ill. ~ They had been at
Field for a fortnight, and were now coming by train in
order to be near a doctor. They were both extremely
helpless people; he looked ridiculously young, and she
physically unfitted for the wild and comfortless life she
had before her. Some people have such powers of mind
that they rise above all bodily weakness, and cannot be
hindered by physical infirmity from anything they under-
take. She, poor soul! was not one of these fortunate
characters. .

The helpless are always to be pitied, and are, I am
sorry to say, looked down upon by working men who can
“turn their hands to anything.”

One suggestion I would like to make to the directors

of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, that in the -

interests of the majority there is absolute necessity to
provide separate accommodation for sick persons. To
travel for days with sick and suffering people (as we had
to do more than once) who would fain have quiet, and
cannot stand the least noise or motion, is hard on every
one. The difficulty, I fear; will remain unsolved if extra
payment is required, as many invalids would be unable
to pay more than for a sleeping carriage.

Gangs of Chinese labourers were at work on the line,
and we passed their little camps, where little rickety tents
held aloft by a few sticks of bamboo seemed their only
shelter. In these camps thirty or forty men live, sub-
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sisting principally on rice and a little dried fish, quite
content so long as they are making enough money with
which to return to their own country. They are excellent
labourers, very industrious and, as a rule, honest, working
for lower wages than the white men. This is one of the
many reasons why there is such a strong feeling against
them: They lower the rate of wages in a country where

_ they get ‘a footing. Nearly all the domestic servants at

Vancouver and in Victoria are Chinese. People living
here told me they did not know what they should do
without them, and in Victoria they have their own quarter
in the city.

All along the Cafion of the Fraser river reminded me of
the scenery in the Highlands of Scotland on a large scale.

The rahway seemed often to run on trestles of wood
fastened to the solid rock, which often goes in one sheer
precipice down to thé rushing river below, the water of
which appeared a mud colour.

We had glimpses of Indians fishing for salmon from
time to time ; sitting in their dug-out canoes, they looked

- picturesque. The salmon they smoke and dry for their

winter food,

The train passed through many tunnels, and when at
last the old and nearly deserted town of Yale was reached,
we felt we were getting near the end' of our journey.
Formerly this was an important place, the head of navi-
gation on the Fraser river; and from it by the old
government road, which followed the course of the river,
the Cariboo and other mining districts were reached.
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Now the railway has changed everything, and consequently
-many nice-looking little wooden houses, with their
patches of garden, are closed and deserted. A feeling of
sadness came over me at the sight of pretty little desolate
homes. - The apple and cherry trees, of which there were

many, were in'full bloom, and the rich green colouring

of the valley, with the broad river flowing through it, gave
an appearance of prosperity which in reality did not exist;
for, the moment the railway took the trade from the place,
the inhabitants migrated.

After Yale was left behind, we passed into more open .

country, and seemed to be continually crossing creeks and
lagoons, which, with the sunshine of early morning on
them, looked lovely. Then as we approached Vancouver,
we came into heavily-timbered country, and at last reached
the terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railway, Vancouver.

In May 1886, the site of this town was occupied by

dense forest, the trees being of enormous size. During

the two following months a clearing was made, and a
town built; in July of that same year it was entirely
destroyed by fire, one house alone remaining. With the
.usual energy of the “western man,” ‘the following day
building was recommenced. Vancouver now has a popu-
lation of 5,000 people; there is an excellent harbour, and
a regular steamship service to Victoria, Vancouver Island,
China, Japan, San Francisco, Alaska, and Puget Sound
Ports. Land has already become of great value in the
town of Vancouver, and in a few years it will be an
important place.
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We went on board the steamer ¥osemité here ;( after the
usual delay in getting our luggage, we steamed oft for
Victoria, Vancouver Island, which is 80 miles distant. It
seems rather stupid to have called the new town, which
is the terminus of the railway, by the same name as the
island, as it must sometimes lead to confusion. _

The sea was like a mirror, and therefore I was able to
enjoy the beautiful scenery. As we left the harbour, we
saw on our left the range of high mountains, known as
the Coast range, the peaks of which were still white with
snow ; splendid forests stretched in evéry direction, and
as these were left behind, we passed numbers of prettily-
wooded islands. ' X

Far to the south, in American territory, the peak of
Mount Baker, 13,000 feet, rears its solitary, cone-like crest
into the sky; 3,000 feet of this mountain are covered
with perpetual snow.

We arrived about sunset at Victoria, and were surprised
with the smallness of the harbour; the best harbour
on the island is at Esquimault, a few miles north of
Victoria.

July Tth, Dryad Hotel, Victorio.—Instead of house-
maids here Chinamen do the work, and do it very well too,
except that they have an awkward way of rushing into
the rooms without knocking; but as I had an’ inner
room only accessible through Algernon’s, this did not
affect me much. It seemed odd at first not to be able to
ask the Chinamen for what was wanted, but there was' a




Lo - o e =-__~=__u=.a-7§-;
' :

vi] VICTORIA. s

set of diminutive boys called “bellboys,” who seemed
able to make them understand.

We went for a long drive, visiting the dry dock at
Esquimault, but I am persuaded that our Jehu, for some
reason of his own, kept going round and round, perhaps

" by way of lengthening our pleasure and his remuneration! -
; The carriages are heavy lumbering landaus. I find
. many are sent out from England, the inside being filled
| with goods, and the wheels being also put inside. No
doubt they are unsaleable at home, and they are got rid
' of in this way.

standing in their own gardens. Honeysuckle grows in
the greatest profusion up the sides of the houses, and in
" festoons over the verandahs. The native honeysuckle is :
the red variety; but, in Victoria, where they prefer
‘everythmc English, they have planted the sweet-smelling
Enrrhsh kind, which now grows most luxuriantly every-
%Where
q | There is a cathedral here, and many churches of other
Henommatlons The Bishop of Victoria is at pres?nt
m England. We went to see his garden, which is one of
,’the prettiest in the place. Mrs. Hills, the Bishop’s wife,
‘/topk the greatest interest in it, but she died some months
/ ago. A brown retriever sat howling piteously on the
' door-step of the house, and we were told that ever since
| her death this poor faithful animal had thus mourned the
loss of his mistress in this way !

/
/

There is a fine hospital at Victoria, entirely managed

J\

|
.

Victoria is a quiet little place, with many nice houses Pl
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by Roman Catholics. Another large one is now being
built for the Protestants of this place. We saw also the
house of the Roman Catholic Archbishop, who has just
been murdered.

The coal here, and in fact all down the Pacific coast, is
supplied from the mines -at Nanaimo. Mr. Dunsmuir,*
who now owns these mines, began life as a labouring man.
His career reads like a fairy tale —Returmnfr from work
one evening, he found the indications of coal. Being too
poor to develop the mine himself, he waited, and ultimately
found two- Englishmen ready to invest £10,000 apiece
in the eﬁterpﬁse. He soon bought them out, and now
possesses the whole mine, from which he has realized an
enormous fortune. He has been exceedingly generous
with his money, and is greatly respected, and is virtually
the builder and owner of the only railway in the island—
that from Victoria to Nanaimo.

Sunday, July 8th.—A glorious summer day. We went
to St. John’s Church, which is no distance from the hotel,
and thoroughly appreciated the service after having been
out of reach of a church for weeks. The rector, the Rev.
J. Jenns, gavé us most excellent sermons both morning
and evening, and from him and others we received much
attention and kindness.

July 9th—We walked up to the barracks in the
morning. ‘Colonel Holmes and Major Peters showed us

* He has died since we were in Victoria.
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verything of interest in the place. A battery of artillery
is“stationed here. I asked to see the medals some of
the men wore; they were given after the last half-breed
rebellion, which was headed by Riel, who was afterwards
hanged—a fate he richly deserved.

At Fish Creek, where one of the principal engagements
took place, twenty out of the sixty men in this battery
were killed. The Indians—more especially the Blackfeet
and Bloods—are great warriors when they get on the
war-path, so that this rebellion would have been much
more serious if ‘the Indians had joined the half-breeds.
It was in a great\measure prevented by the cowboys,
who told the Indians that if they went on the war-path
they would shoot down\their women and children. This
had the effect of keeping, them quiet. The power of the
Indians is now pretty well \broken, as they have so many
intertribal quarrels that they seldom or never combine,
and without combination can do\little harm to the rapidly
increasing settlers.

The Indians along the coast make a good living by
catching salmon in the salt water with the spoon, and at
certdin seasons they can be caught in\ this way in the
harbour of Esquimault, and give good sport.

July 11th.—Mr. T——, who arrived here last night,
Algernon, and I started on a fishing expedition to the
Cowichan Lake. In a useful little note-book which
Algernon treasures, we find this entry: “ When in Van-
couver Tsland, be sure and try Cowichan Lake for sal

9
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We had procured our provisions and a tent from the

/]ﬁs:n Bay Stores here. 'We left Victoria early in the

morning by train, and after two or three hours’ journey

got off at a station called Duncan, after the first settler,

who came here twenty-six years ago—a nice old man,

with a pleasant wife. He had engaged Indians for us, and
done all he could to start us comfortably.

While we were packing our luggage on the waggon at
Duncan, one of the horses was much terrified when he
winded a bear. Two men could hardly hold him, and
until we started he shivered with fright. No doubt the
power of scenting danger is a great protection to animals
who would be otherwise helpless.

The bear which caused all this alarm was not very
formidable—no largér than a spaniel. An Indian had
brought him in from the woods a few weeks before, and a
funny little fellow he was, so droll in his movements.
He ran about all over the place, seeming greatly to enjoy
a game of romps with the dogs. A squaw brought a
pailful of berries to sell; some were given to him. He
was so much afraid that the dogs would take them that he
say down, encircling them with his paws, and devoured
them with the greatest haste. When he found that the

Y pail had gone to the kitchen, he made three sudden raids
in that direction, but each time was circumvented
by his owner. He was very mischievous, and climbed
like a cat. We saw him run up a scaffolding-pole, which
reached above the second floor of the hotel, with the
greatest ease. Black bears, of which this was one, climb
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well. They are not so savage as grizzlies, for the former -
will seldom attack a man unless wounded.

We jolted along in our waggon through the most
beautiful woods I had ever seen, The great cedar-trees
towered far above us, and also magnificent specimens of
the Douglas pine and spruce. We felt glad that the
lumbermen with their relentless axes had not yet disturbed
the harmony of the place,, Here and there we saw where
a tree had been felled to make room for a waggon to pass
on the trail.

Our driver told us that once after a storm he had
found no less than thirty-five fallen trees across the
trail; when we see their size, we understand the labour
entailed in chopping. Of course, when the trail was
cleared after the storm, many of them were not disturbed,
but the track was carried round them.

‘We were told of a tree near Cowichan Lake 89 feet in
circumference, but we did not see it, and rather doubt its
existence. In the forest fires the Douglas pine does not
suffer so much as other trees, owing to the great thick-
ness of its bark. The trunks are often charred and

blackened, but “still the tree grows in great luxuriance.

In the marshes and swa.mpy grounds of these woods is
found a great leafy plant which is called by the settlers
skunk cabbage, of which bears are extremely fond. When
they emerge from their winter sleep, they search for and
devour it greedily. When the hybernating season is over,
these animals are in good condition, but a few weeks
afterwards they become extremely thin.

~
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Mountain lion, lynx, and deer of several varieties are -
also found in these 'woods, and in winter a great manir
timber-wolves. Tree-grouse also abound ; they are some-
what larger than the Scotch grouse, perch in the trees, and
if alarmed, when on the ground, run, but if in a tree, they
remain perfectly still while one approaches within a
few yards of them, evidently trusting to their colour for
concealment. On this account they are commonly known
by the name of “fool hens.” In Canada there are no less
than five varieties of this beautiful bird.*

Some parts of the trail were very rough. The pole
bent like a bow as our waggon jolted down some of the
steep gulches. This looked alarming; but in the wilds
one thinks little of these things, and becomes accustomed
to all kinds of tracks and modes of transit. Often we
had to hold on tight to prevent being jerked off the
waggon over stumps and cahots (holes).

Physical weakness and infirmities are hard to bear in
all places, but those who are delicate and unwilling to
rough it, should not attempt difficult expeditions in this
country ; j’great energy and an utter disregard for the
comforts of life are required the moment the beaten track

out means rest and enjoyment; troubles seem left far
behind, while one lives from day to day in close contact
with the beauties of nature ; and I cannot but feel that many

* 1, Cock of the Plains—Tetrao (centrocercus) urophasianus. 2.
Dusky grouse— Tetrao obscurus. 3. Sharp-tailed grouse—Zeirao

(centrocercus) Phasianellus. 4. Ruff grouse—Tetrao umbellus. 5.
Pinnated grouse.
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men worn out with sedentary work in large cities would
have their nerves and bodies invigorated were they to try a
month or two of repose in these vast solitudes, instead of
remaining at their post until health is utterly destroyed.

We had been told we should find an hotel near Cowichan
Lake; we did find a log-house, but with little in it, so
dirty and comfortless we did not care to remain there ; so
having procured the loan of a boat, as our canoes were
not to arrive until the morro ~we put our kit intq it,
and rowed to seek a camping-ground.

By this time evening was closing in, and my first -

experience of camping was rather a rough one ; the brush-
wood was so thick that we had to “swamp it” out with
an axe; when this was done, the tent up, and the. fire
lighted, things looked better, though to me the place
appeared weird and chill in the evening light; to Alger-

non it was nothing, he having spent years in the woods in"

times gone by. g

The sun, which had thrown a flood of golden light over
everything, now disappeared, leaving us in the ever-
increasing darkness to make the best arrangements we
could for the night. ' ’

My advice to campers-out is, to be prepared for every
inconvenience, for, however coxpplete are the arrangements,
generally something is forgotten; make the best of it,
feeling it is but a shifting scene in the great drama of life,
and though this camping-ground is damp, and Bvergrown
with bush, and there is an ominous and disturbing buzzing
of insects, to-morrow’s .camp may be dry and delightful.
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The first misfortune happened to a large glass bottle of
home-made raspberry jam, which the good woman at the
hotel at Duncan, had allowed us to buy, after seeing it
made. This slipped from my harnds whilst T was getting
out of the boat, and the bottle broke in a thousand pieces.
Owing to the scarcity of fruit and vegetables, jam becomes
a necessity when camping out. More misfortunes! On %
unpacking we found that towels and flour, which the
people at Hudson Bay Stores-at Victoria had prom:sed
to put in, were missing! A real disaster! . B

Supper was cheering after our long day ; a boiling kettle
has a world of music in its hum, and to its melody we
li§tened until it boiled. Our tea was excellent, and when i

one sees how easy it is to have really good tea, it is

annoying to think how many people give it in an un-

drinkable form to their dearest friends—or otherwise—

at five o’clock, who may chance to come in late, more hot

water being the unfailing remedy ; or else, what is quite as

bad if not worse, a liquid is offered which tastes like
: essence of senna, because the !mt water is not forthcoming. -
! _ I dozed off on my rough bed, thinking of the words of

l the song, “My lodging is on the cold ground.” Being

unaccustomed to sleep in a tent, I found myself listening

to every sound ; and I dreamt of grizzlies, the dreams of

bears turning into the odour of fine bacon, and awoke to

find it daylight, and the men preparing breakfast by the

camp fire. We repacked our provisions, leaving them to~" .

be picked up on our return, and rowed back to the hotel.

Three uninviting-looking towels were all the proprietor - ,
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could spare. Judging by his and his sons’ appearance,
I should say they were a toilet article seldom used by
themselves.

A bar-room, in the corher of which lay unopened cases
of provisions, soon attré/cted our attention, and by diving
into numerous boxes, we soon found flour and other things
we wanted ; and having made out our own bill on a piece
of cardboard, the Doctor said he would tell us what we
owed on our return ; this, I may add, he did not fail to do,
and of course charged exorbitantly; but remembering
Sir John Falstaff’s reflection that “ young men must live,”
we were glad to get his things at any price, as without
them we should have been unable to proceed.

The Doctor’s son told me his tale of woe ; how he hated
the place and the life, that they had nothing but dis-
comforts of every kind to contend with, that they used to
live at Ealing where all was happiness, in a comfortable
home, and of how his father had come here with the idea
of making money. Not until we all became merry while
unpacking their boxes of provisions did we lure a smile
into his unhappy face.

The few unwary travellers, who, seeing tempting
notices of the “Cowichan Hotel ’—*a Paradise for
Sportsmen,” come from Victoria, and finding no accom-
modation, and nothing but discomfort, leave as soon as
they can, sadder and wiser men, one night generally being
more than sufficient experience of the sort of paradise it
proves to be.

Id
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CHAPTER VII

"CowicHAN LARE—OUR HAWATI INDIANS—DoOWN
THE RAPIDS.

“In the valley by the river,
, In the bosom of the Forest ;

And the forest’s life was in it,
All its mystery and its magic,
All the lightness of the birch-tree,
All the toughness of the cedar,
All the larch’s supple sinews ;
And it floated on the river
Like a yellow leaf in autumn.”— Longfellow.

v Our Indians came in their dug-out canoes a long way
: up-stream to join us here. A slow and tedious journey,
l owing to the many “portages ”* on the river. We were
delighted, while waiting, to see them arrive; after an
hour’s rest they were ready to start again. Two
S " Indians paddled in each canoe, and there was plenty
of ‘room for all our things, when the arrangements were
completed. Only two of them spoke English, and of that

" only a few words.

_
&
5
“

-
* « Portages,” places where the canoe has to be carried.
P
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All of them, however, chatter Chinook, a sort of jargon
originally used in trading with the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany. Most Indians on the Pacific side of the Selkirk
Mountains speak this jargon-(of which there are only
three hundred words) as well as their own language.

Our four men were of the Hawati tribe, most excellent
boatmen, but three out of the four were singularly ugly
and flatfaced; “Sam,” the tallest Indian, was the inter-
preter of the party. At the stern of Sam’s canoe sat
“Chuckumlilac;” unlike the others, he had the eagle
nose so typical of the Red Indian; his straight black hair
was cut square on his neck. They were all dressed in
red shirts and blue overalls, with brightly-coloured
pocket-handkerchiefs tied round their heads, this arré,nge-
ment being partly to protect the head from the sun, and
partly to keep their hair out of their eyes. In the other
canoe were George Haltin and “Jim,” the former the best
hunter in the district; last fall no less than 100 deer
fell to his rifle. A funny-looking little man he was, with
an enormous head; he preferred going barefooted, and
crept about like a snake so quietly and silently. He
carried his Winchester rifle; as we paddled along I asked
him which he preferred, his rifle or his squaw, and judging
from the way he hugged the weapon when the question
was interpreted to him, I fear the poor squaw was not in
it. Jim, the last of the four Indians, sat at the stern of

. Algernon’s canoe, and was also a good hunter.

They were very active men, and, if short of provisions,
could paddle all day on little food. Exercise seemed

2
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second nature to them, but when this was over, their only
idea seemed to be eating or sleecping. We amused our-
selves fishing as we paddled along up the lake, and called at
our old camp, for the things we had left behind in the
morning ; towards evening We\camped in quite a charm-
ing spot, I should think twelve miles from the starting-
place. Our tent was pitched on the borders of a shingle
beach ; close by was a running stream wending its way
through alder-trees; behind us were thickly-wooded
forests, and as we walked into the great woods, which
stretched away miles from the shores of the lake, we
were struck by the wonderful beauty of the scene.
Fallen timber obstructed our way and had to be climbed
over every few yards; the varieties of many-hued maples,
spruce, and cedar;.blending as they did with the richly-
coloured mosses and lichens which hung in great festoons
on every side, were to me new and strange, and the flash
of some humming-birds and bright butterflies, as they
flitted - quickly by, disturbed by our presence, gave
animation to the scene. ]

We enjoyed our supper of freshly-caught trout; the
Indians broiled them for us, and Algernon’s bread made
in the frying-pan was also most successful; these things
we supplemented with bacon, baked potatoes, some fresh

. butter (brought from Victoria) and a plentiful supply of

tea, which one drinks at all times here without any bad
effects. Hunger is after all the best sauce, and- cooking
to us being a novelty, we were much pleased with our

small feats in that line.
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The shingle beach made rather’a hard bed! gravel and
pebbles cannot be like a spring-mattress, consequently
my bones ached for a little time after getting up, but it
was dry, which our beds of the previous night certainly
were not. Sleeping in the open air is very different from
repose in a comfortable bed in a house, but has this
advantage that one always awakes cheerful and refreshed ;
and even the sluggard, were he here, would not care to
linger with daylight and sunshine round him everywhere.
Algernon and his hunter departed early with their rifles,
and not long after returned with a deer. The Indian’s mode

_of carrying it was strange; after skinning the animal, he

put all the good meat and haunches into the skin, of
which he made a sack, and thus carried it back to camp.
With two of the Indians, I went fishing; here the fly
seemed useless. First of all I tried a large, then a small
one, and after that a Scotch burn trout fly, but all with no
success. In the middle of the lake we saw two Indians
fishing, and feeling instinctively that they would know
best what to usein their own water, I signed to our men
to join them, and we found at the bottom of their canoe
about twenty-four beautiful trout and charr (Salmo salve-
linus), varying in size from about two to six pounds each.
The owners of the boat were a man and his squaw, who
lived at the foot of the lake. The squaw showed me their
spoils with evident pleasure. After looking at me as if
I were a curiosity from the British Museum, she devoted
her attention to our flies, which she regarded most con-
temptuously. They then showed us a spoon with which
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they were trolling, and baited us a hook with a piece of
silvery-looking trout.

Our luck from this time began to change, and we soon
had a plentiful supply of beautiful fish for our supper,
and some of these, I have every reason to believe, were
charr, for they were singularly rich in colour, seven rows
of gold and yellow spots on either side, the back similar
in tint to a mackerel, the under part being silvery white,
with a beautiful pink stripe down both sides, the lower
fins bright scarlet, the head small, the tail and back fins
mottled like tortoise-shell, and the flesh of a rich coral
colour.*

Trolling is not the same pleasure as fly-fishing; there
is no skill required in drawing-in hand over hand on a
strong line a three or six pound trout; but we, being
hungry, were glad to get them. For when neither butcher
nor fishmonger are near, the question of how to fill the
pot becomes a most interesting one.

“The Indians -were of course delighted with the venison,
and to-night’s supper of venison steaks and broiled trout
was a pleasant change. The Indians generally cook their
meat and fish in the way I have already described, on
sticks before the fire. These Indians also fried venison
steaks in oil, adding Worcester sauce after taking them

* The two species of trout—yellow trout (Salmo faris) and the great
lake trout (Salmo ferox)—can always be distinguished from charrs by
the characteristic of having two complete rows of teeth in the vomer
or central bone in the roof of the mouth, whilst in charrs the vomer
has only a few teeth, and those in the most forward part.—H.
Cholmondeley Pennell. -
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off the fire, the result being equal to any chef’s method. -
How they eat! One Indian can consume more meat than
four white men, often 10 or 12 lbs. at a sitting! The
Hudson Bay allowance of pemmican for an Indian boy
used to be 6 lbs. per day.
We saw a richly-coloured snake gliding about among

the stones while we were waiting for supper, but he got
into a hole before we could kill him. '

July 14th—An' early start. Breakfasted 5 am. To-
day caught twenty-seven trout, the largest 6 1bs. ‘

The lake scenery was very beautiful, reminding me of -
Scotland ; but the mountain sides here are more densely
wooded, being covered with enormous timber.

‘We camped at the head of the lake under huge cedar- L
trees, the most beautiful camping-ground imaginable.
Much fallen timber and drift-wood lay about here; the
latter proved useful for the camp fires.

The timber by which we were surrounded would be of

immense value if in an accessible place; but the fallen
W trees lie here until they become covered with masses of
ferns and lichens. These mosses and lichens are of .the
richest colours and rarest beauty. :

Some day doubtless saw-mills, railways, and steamboats
will change this lovely scene, but fortunately for the
present, nature remains undisturbed. . )

Our Indians sleei) in the open air, and have their own_
camp fire, round which they talk in low musical voicegs for
hours, while they whittle out new paddles for their canoes.

3
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July 18th.—Four’days have Passed in this delightful
paradise ; regretfully we must leave it, A glorious haze
hung over everything in the sunlight 6f early morning ;

by 6 AM. the canoes were packed, and we quitted this *

lovely retreat. The heat was overpowering-as the hours
wore on, and though it was a day of days for painting,

_ the reflections in the water being so wonderfully clear

and beautiful, still lying back in she canoe and doing

nothing seemed pleasanter, while the ceaseless stroke.of the

‘Paddles, and the varied and melancholy cries of the loons
(the great northern diver), of which there were many in
this lake, were the only sounds which broke the stillness.

In this way we paddled along; and when we landed,
more than half way down the lake, it was afternoon.
Our Indians gathered berries—we found. wild raspberries
on bushes -12:to 16 feet high. Resting in the shade was
pleasant, and having arranged my blanket on a mossy
bank under my weary head, I fell asleep, and at length
awoke to find our Indians ready to start again, so we all
took our places, and off we went.

They paddled and we killed time by trolling as we went
along ; part of the time I fished with a spoon on a trout
rod, and landed a 4-lb. trout after excellent play, which
amusement the Indians failed to appreciate, their only
idea being to kill. We camped when it was getting dark.
Our Indians were very sulky, and we had to do every-
thing for ourselves. They are often difficult to deal with,
taking offence for no apparent reason; the only thing to
be done was to leave them alone to recover their tempers.
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An early start arranged for to-niorrow.

I bathed in the lake most days while the men were
preparing breakfast, it was so refreshing, and the water
not in the least cold, and one day heard a whirr over my
head, but could not see anything for a moment, and then
descried two tiny humming-birds hovering above me.
They looked like large bright-coloured butterflies at a
little distance,

One of the Indians brought us a huge dragon-fly, but
just as we were about to transfix him with a pin he
fortunately for himself took flight.

July 19th.—Indifferent fishing as we paddled along
to-day. We called at a raft on which, in a wooden
“shack,” * lived a young Englishman named Maitland,
where we left a fine trout in return for one he had given
us on our way up. He, like many others, had bought a
block of land, and was waiting for times to improve, a
common way of trying to make money out here.

We stopped at the foot of the lake, at the hotel, which
looked as uninviting as ever, and again saw the melan-
choly son of the house, and gave him a 6-lb. trout in
hope of cheering him; and having paid our bill for
provisions, we said good-bye to the Cowichan Lake and
entered the river. Our Indians had another fit of the
sulks when Algernon refused to treat them to whisky at
the hotel bar, as we were now going to run a series of
rapids.

* Rough board hut.
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One of the laws of the country most strictly enforced
is that against giving Indians spirits in any form, and the
fine for the infraction is $50. In spite of this law, people
do give it them occasionally, and Indians have been
known themselves to inform against the man who has
stood treat. Spirits almost always affect them in the
same way ; for the time they become perfectly mad, and
moderation is unknown among them. After our return
we heard that “ Chuckumlilac,” the Indian who sat in the
bow of my canoe, had killed his brother with a blow from
‘his paddle after one of these drinking-revels; so we felt
thankful we had not encouraged them at a time when all
their powers of quickness and daring were absolutely
necessary for our safety.

On we went, faster and faster. One moment the Indian
in the bow used his paddle, the next he seized his pole,
and, with the most marvellous quickness and dexterity,
eluded many dangers from rocks and logs which, had we
; T _mhéd"théﬁtWthe canoe was going, would have

33 upset us all .into the tumultuous stream. By inserting t
h ) his pole in the bank or on some projecting point of rock,
~‘* - ° the canoe was made to swing round, and in this way we
} avoided many obstructions which threatened our frail
-‘! . craft. :
' < The delights of the journey—how can one recall them
B all? The flowing river was a bright green colour, and,
.:% -7 though very deep, we could see stones lying at the bottom
; i of some of the quiet pools, and occasionally some frightened
i trout darted away as the canoe passefl. When we came d

4
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to white foam and rough water, we knew we were nearing
a rapid, and I sat very still, wondering how we should
pass through. The little lithe Indian seated in the bow,
Chuckumlilac, chose his course at a glance. I shall always
see him’as he appeared to-day; his brown, walnut-
coloured skin, his black hdir, cuf squarely round his neck,
his thin wrinkled face, and his sharp, eagle eyes; round
his head was tied a coloured liandkerc‘hief, and the rest- of
his dress was in harmonious tints of blue and red; in
his belt hung a large knife. With what grace and ease
he moved !

Sam, the other Indian, who paddled in the stern of the
canoe, we could not induce to be cheerful; he did not like
the white men. Several times he had complained that
they had been hard to the Indians, and doubtless he had
cause for doing so. As the country gets settled up, the
Indians are losing their hunting-grounds, and the more
discerning of their race see that they are being crowded
out by the white man, though the Indians both round
Victoria and the coast are such good workers that they
are still pretty well holding their own. ~ There is a pride
and dignity in the people one cannot help admiring. We
heard both of their dirt and dishonesty, but had to
complain of neither. Several times when I dropped or
mislaid things in camp, they were returned to me, and the
men took the greatest trouble in searching for anything
that had been lost.

To return to my Indians. The two canoes kept
together whilst running down the river, Algernon’s leading

EEpr——
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the way. The ease with which the Indians steered
through the rapids was wonderful. Rocky channels,.
narrow enough already, were often made still narrower by
fallen timber, in many cases this left only room for the

canoe to pass; in others the axe had to be used to clear a

way. When there was a sharp bend in the river; and not
room to swing the canoe with the paddle or pole, the
Indian in the stern jumped out on to a log or rock, and
with a line from the stern swung her into the best channel,
and jumped in just as she fled down the rapid.

The risks of a trip on a river full of rapids are con-
siderable. One mistake in a bad place with pole or
paddle either upsets or smashes the canoe, and then the
chances are against a safe landing. When we reached
the first falls which were too high to run in the canoes,
we jumped out ‘into the shoal water, and wading from
rock to rock with our “kit,” got to the bank, and there
clambered along as best we could to the foot of the falls.
The canoes were half-carried, half-floated to a point from
which they could be lowered by ropes over the fall, which
done, our canoe was then reloaded, and we were off again.

I was glad that my tweed petticoat reached only to my
knees, and with long boots, a flannel shirt, and Norfolk
j%et,/I/ uld jump from rock to Tock in a way that
‘Surprised efen myself. All the men were occupied with
tﬁe\ baggage and canoes, so it was fortunate I could get
about without help. Only twice, when the portages were
through rather deep water, Algernon carried me over.

In Canada and New Brunswick, where Algernon has
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prmmpally hunted, the canoes used were ‘generally birch-
bark ; here they are all d.ucr-outs generally of cedar ; they
are made on -a beautiful model for the work they have

.:to do, and are very,(hght the wood being only half an

inch in thicknesss

Sometimes, -as we got into heavy rapids, it seemed
impossible that they would allow themselves to be guided,
but as we glided through the water at about ten miles an
hour, sometimes rushing past a large rock, at others within
a few inches of a sweeper, as they call the trees which

hang across the river just clear of the water, we saw how -

skilfully the Indians steered, and felt when each danger
was passed the same sort of excitement as when clearing
a big fence with hounds. The banks of the river were
lovely, green with thaidenhair ferns and mosses, whilst
high on both sides towered big trees.

The day’s work being over, we camped on a bank, and
amused ourselves fishing for an hour or two before supper,

and were able with the fly to catch a few nice trout; and
- after a good suppér vg@re lulIédvf:o sleep by the murmur of

running waters.” - L

Wonderful is the rest to Jbody and mind in this kind of
wild life. I marvel no more that weary and disappointed
men go into the woods to find oblivion.

-
\

“No tears,
Dim the sweet look which Nature wears.”

There is often solace in the sight of God’s grand and
glorious works, and care is dwarfed, for human plans
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appear insignificant indeed, compared with the great
designs of creation. »

The camp was roused at 3.30 A.M, and after a hasty
meal of biscuits and tea, we paddled down the remainder of
the Cowichan River ; heavy dew and mist hung over every-
thing when we started, but after an hour or two the day
cleared and was bright. One of the Indians shot a deer from
the canoe, but we could not find it in the “ chapperal.” *

We shot a good many rapids this morning, but none so
rough as those higher up the river. On reaching Duncan,

~ we were greeted by several squaws, who seemed to have

much news to tell our boatmen. We ourselves were glad
to hurry off to the nice little inn, which goes by the name
of the Guamachen Hotel, where we enjoyed breakfast
which we had not been obliged to cook for ourselves.

We then called on Duncan and his wife—nice Scotch
people who were the first settlers here, and after whom
the village takes its name. They have a farm and
orchard, and seemed getting on well. With his assistance
we settled up-with the Indians, and left for Victoria by
the only train which passes this place daily from Nanaimo.

It is very difficult to keep one’s clothes tidy in camp,
as perpetually the fire “wants fixing up,” or the kettle
boils over, or péfhaps one sees the frying-pan sliding

quietly into the fire; then, clean or dirty, one must go to

the rescue. I found the best way to avoid having to wash
my hadids perpetually was to Wear a long pair of dogskin
gloves, and to keep them on most of the day.

* The bush.

R
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CHAPTER VIII,

VicTORIA—PORTLAND—NOTES ABOUT ALASKA.

“The brotherhood not of equality, nor of likeness, but of giving and,_
receiving; the souls that are unlike, and the nations that are unlike,’
each receiving something from and of the others’ glory.”—Ruskin.

Victoria, August 20¢th.—Played tennis in Sir Matthew
Beghie’s garden. He was absent, but we went there with
the clergyman’s daughters. The iron church of which
their father is rector was erected by Lady Burdett Coutts.

There was great excitement about an Indian rising on
the Skena river. The battery of artillery quartered at
Victoria left for the Skena the day before we arrived.
All the trouble was caused by stupid interference on the
the part of the police. An Indian dispute had been
Ssettled by the offender being shot—justly according to
their views. The police tried to arrest the chief who had
done this, and, failing to do so, shot him dead. AIll the
neighbouring Indians rose, and the few white men were
surrounded in a fort near Hazelton. In Vancouver Island -
the Indians have not received the same fair treatment as

H -«
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in the North-West Territory ; reserves have been taken
from them, and others they do not like substituted ; this
they deeply resent.

‘We found it would cost us $60 each to make a journey
to San Francisco. We thought and spoke of taking
another trip to the north end of this island, to a place
called Comox, but the curator of the museum, a good i
sportsman, told Algernon it was too early in the season
to kill mountain goats; so we decided to go to San
Francisco #i@ Tacoma, and took berths on the steamer
which sails on Monday. P

‘We visited the Chinese qua,rte;‘s of the city, which we
found very interesting; there were many excellent shops
where oriental goods of all sorts were sold. We' found
the Chinese extremely civil and obliging. I bought a pair
of large earthenware dragons, which we sent home round

Tsmommnn a2 ks

Cape Horn, in one of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s steamers.

. Afterwards we spent a quarter of an hour in a Ch_mese
drugousts shop—all the medicines were dlspensed in a
dry state, and we were told were infused by the buyers
according to the prescription which the chemist wrote
outside each packet.

A duty of $50 is imposed on all Chmamen landing in
this country ; this appears hard, as they do most of the
labour here. In the old days some people tried import-
ing servants from England, but this did not answer, they
generally married directly, and we were told of an amusing
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instance. A gentleman had engaged three maid-servants, b
but the vessel in which they sailed from England stopped
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at San Francisco en route; they all married there,
whilst the unfortunate man who had hoped to have the
comfort of English servants, had their journeys to pay
for, though he never even saw them.

The opening of the Canadian Pacific Railway has made
Vancouver Island much more accessible. Many people
here remember when it took six weeks to reach it from
England, now the journey can be accomplished in fourteen
days.

After dining with friends, we rowed up an inlet at the
entrance to a river inside the harbour called “the gorge,”
which looks like an ornamental lake. There were many
pleasure-boats filled with happy-looking people enjoying
the lovely evening, and in the harbour we saw steamers
preparing to sail for all parts of the world, and I almost
wished we were going in onme of them to the Sandwich °
Islands, to China or Japan.

The Princess Louise and the Marquis of Lorne were
at Victoria for three months when he was Governor-
General of Canada, and they were most popular with all
classes. An amusing anecdote is told about the Princess.
Soon after her arrival she went into a shop and bought a
small toy. Having forgotten her purse, she said, “ Will
you trust me ?” The man looked at her, and said, “ Yes;
I guess you are good for half a dollar.” On finding out
afterwards that it was the Princess to whom he had spokeu
in this way, he was so mortified he said he would have
given everything in his “store” not to have done it.

After a busy evening, packing, by 11 P.M. we Were on

H Z
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the Tacoma boat, on our way to San Francisco. The
steamer did not leave the harbour until 4 A.M., so we had
a good sleep on board ; but when she began to move the
vibration was very great. The old story—powerful
engines and a very light hull.

‘We had a capital cabin, with a private door opening to
the deck. The ship was built like an American river-
boat, with two tiets of cabins and old-fashioned beam-
engines ; food vile, though plentiful. The route was down
the Puget Sound. The scenery was rather disappointing,
the only fine sight being Mount Ranier, or Tacoma, as it is
now called, forty miles off and 14,600 feet high, a solitary
snow-covered peak, rising into the blue sky. We called at
Port Townshend, and afterwards at Seattle. The steamer
rémained here three hours, and we amused ourselves by
walking through the town—a very primitive place, only
two or three streets being finished, the rest of the blocks
unoccupied.* ) i :

More money is made and lost in Canada and the
States by gambling in town lots in new cities than in
almost any- other way. This place seems no exception,
and we were told that there was a “boom ” on here, which
means that the prices of land were rising to some absurdly
high- figure. .

On our arrival at Tacoma we found quite a large town,
where four years ago stood a pine forest. They have
called their city after the mountain. The steamers start
frpnythis place for Alaska; the Oregon and Californian

* Since we returned home the place has been destroyed by fire.
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Railway runs also from here in connection with the
Northern Pacific Railway. The hotel is finely situated,
standing on a high cliff overlooking the valley and
mountain beyond ; at high tide the sea covers the low
ground, making it look like an immense lake; for weeks
at a time the mountain is invisible, being enveloped in
clouds, but we were fortunate in seeing it.

‘We observed during dinner something which appeared
to us unusual. Two small children (Americans), a girl

and boy, the latter certainly not more than five years old,

and the girl perhaps a little older, came in at 8.30, sat
down at a table near us, and ordered their dinner, even
looking over the “ wine carte” which was handed to them.
Fortunately they drank milk, but they ate a most un-
wholesome dinner, of which lobster and large ice creams
were two of the component parts. The menu card must
have puzzled them as one of the dishes was “ Téte de veau
en torture.”’ I thought more likely it wonld be the Iittle
boy who would thus suffer. When they finished we
asked the small person if he had enjoyed his dinner; he
crossed his arms behind his back, surveyed us leisurely,
and merely said, “ You bet.”

. A large cinnamon bear belongs to the hotel ; he
seems well looked after, and appears good-tempered, and
devoted to his keeper. We were amused to see this huge
creature playing with a broom as if he were a kitten.

July 25th.—We left Tacoma for San Francisco. We
had some difficulty in getting to the station, owing to the
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want of carriages, and had to drive with some odious
people who took the best places, and were both rude and
disagreeable.

The journey to Portland was not very interesting; the
Columbia river is crossed near here by a large steam
ferry, which takes two trains over at a time. It is a very
fine river, and all Canadians say here should have been the
boundary of Canada, as it forms a natural fromtier; but
the boundaries were settled chiefly in England, where
great ignorance then existed as to the geography of the
country, and the Viceroy of that time seems to have been
equally mistaken in allowing such a boundary as the
present one to have been decided on. The story goes

_ that some adviser of the Viceroy’s, more sportsman than
" patriot, said, “Let the Columbia go. What is the good

of a river where the salmon won’t take a fly.” During
the run of fish, many thousand salmon are canned
daily.* )

Some of the small islands off the coast of Vancouver are
half American and half Canadian. Portland itself is on

“_the Williamette river, and from Robinson’s Hill, which is

in the upper part of the town, we had a magnificent view
of the Columbia and Williamette rivers, and of the Great

Cascade range with all its glittering peaks, and on the
AN

* «Until the last three years the canning industry of the Columbia
showed a steady increase; in 1883 the total pack was not less than
629,400 cases, valued at $3,147,000: each of the last four seascns has,
however, shown a marked falling off, the entire export since 1866,
exclusive of the salt pack in barrels and of the large local consumption,
amounts to 371,116,000 Ibs., or about 25,000,000 fish.”
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extreme right, 78 miles distant, the snowy crown of Mount
Jefferson. Across the river, 50 miles off, rose Mount Hood,
one of the most beautiful mountains on the coast; to the
north-east stood out the crests of Mount Adams and Mount
St. Helen’s, and in the same direction on a very clear day
might be descried the great Tacoma, the monarch of the
range ; all these five peaks were white with snow.

‘We had a series of mishaps on reaching Portland; tired
of the bad food on the cars, we decided to wait until we
arrived there. We were deéperately hungry, and on
inquiring for the Oregon and_California Railway Station
and a restaurant, were told by a crowd of greedy ¢abmen
“hoth a long way off.” Hiring a carriage, we were driven
50 yards to the restaurant. There we found an excellent
menu and wretched food. = Starting again, our driver took
us a couple of hundred yards, and again stopped, this time
to convey us over the férry; his charge so far was $2, and
he wanted another to cross the ferry; but having been
sufficiently swindled, we removed our baggage, and
dismissed him, the station being on the other side. Thus
sometimes fares the globe-trotter !

Money is certainly the god worshipped “ out West.” It
was constantly the topic of conversation among our fellow-
travellers, until we were weary of hearing about these
“corner lots” and “booming cities;” the pursuit of
wealth is not so apparent in England, though many are
hasting to be rich in our country also. Here it seemed to
me so many had no time for anything else. The haste and
unrest, whether in making a fortune, taking a journey, or
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»
even eating food, surprised me, and I could not help often
saying to myself, why all this needless hurry 2 Happily

“ There are in this loud stunning tide
Of human care and crime,
‘With whom the melodies abide
Of the everlasting chime ;
‘Who carry music in their heart
Through duysty lane and wrangling mart,
Plying their daily task with busier feet,
Because their secret souls a holy strain repeat ;”

and if this were not so to counteract the materialism of
the world, how would it be ?

July 26th.—Travelling in heated cars made me wish we
were’ still camping out in the cool green woods. We
passed Mount Shasta, 14,440 feet high, and after leaving
the volcanic regions of gloomy-looking rocks which lie for
many miles round it, we found ourselves running down
countless zigzags in the mountains, with uncomfortably
short turns at the corners, and diving still further down
the valley we arrived in the Cafion of the Sacramento.
Following the river brought us at last into the fertile
country of the Sacramento valley, where prosperous farms,
heavily-laden orchards, corn-fields ripe with golden grain,
and bronzed peasants, made a happy and abundant land-
scape. There was an air about these people which
reminded me of Spain, the picturesque grouping and
colours which Phillips painted so well; no doubt many
of them could tell of Spanish ancestry, and many of them
still have Spanish names.
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The “Buffet” arrangements on this railway were very
inferior to the Canadian Pacific Railway. This is a matter
of consideration when one travels three days in succession.
At some of the places where we stopped to dine, the
food was uneatable, the tables nearly covered with small
dishes containing many things, but nothing good, and the
masses of black flies everywhere were not appetising.
After all, there are many worse things than the slices of

" beef or mutton with which we so often find fault in our
refreshment-rooms at home.

The train ran over a skunk in the night. I was awakened
in my berth by a stifling sensation, as were all the other
passengers, and it was quite twenty minutes before the
terrible odour died away.

We travelled with some pleasant Americans, who were
returning from a visit to Alaska. They told us of the
delights of a journey there, and from what they said, we
regretted that we were unable to go; they said that with
the exception of two places in the Sound, they were in
calm water the whole time, 4

-A trip to Alaska takes nearly three weeks; and from
Victoria to Sitka and back again, with everything sup-
plied except wine, the fare is $95 each.

It is pleasant to hear impressions about new places
from people who have visited them ; the guide-books are
so inaccurate, that very little reliance can be placed on
their descriptions.

The principal sights of Alaska are Mount St. Elias, the
highest mountain in North America (19,600 feet high);
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106 IMPRESSIONS OF A TENDERFOOZT. [cuar.

as yet no party has succeeded in reaching the summit,
although several attempts have been made. Wejeard
that the whole distance from base to summit has to be
climbed on ice and snow; the “Muir” glacier, the
largest in the world, is also seen there, the toe of which
measures more than one mile across.

The State of Alaska was purchased by the United

‘States Government from Russia in 1867, for $7,200,000;

the value of the seal fishery alone pays the Government
4} per cent. on the outlay. It is a pity it is not English
territory, as it lies across the northern boundary of
Canada, and abounds in rich mines. “Alaska” is a
corruption of Al-ay-ek-sa, the name given by the natives
to the mainland, signifying great country. It contains
nearly 600,000 square miles of territory; Sitka, the old
capital of the Russian possessions in America, was the
religious, commercial, political and educational centre;
with the change of government, came a new people into
the country, and the majority of Russians left, their
places being taken by Americans.

At Sitka, there is a fine Greek church with silver gates,
built by the Russians.

The white settlers have not set the example they ought
to have done to the Indians, hence the saying which has
passed into a proverb at Sitka, « It takes twenty years to
make an Indian into a Boston man, but only six months
to make a Boston man into an Indian.”

‘White men buy the Indian girls from their mothers at
ages varying from ten to twenty years, for from $50 to
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$75. The Indian women believe themselves honourably
married, and make good wives, but, a.lgs! the men do not
hold the same views, and often leave them. , )
The population consists of 17,617 Esquimaux; 2,145
Aleuts; 1,756 Creoles; 5,000 Tinnehs; 6,437 Thleigets ;
788 Hydahs, and 500 whites; making a total of 38,843,
The Metlahkatlah, known as Duncan’s Inission, is one
of the most successful in the far north. For reasons
which take too long to explain here, but are never-
theless much to be regretted, Mr. Duncan removed into
United States territory from British Columbia, taking P
with him 1,000 Indians, about the most civilised and the '
finest of their race on British soil. :
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CHAPTER IX.

SAN FraNcisco AND CHINA-TowN.—THE CHINESE
(QQUESTION.

¢ The strongest recollections seem to be,
Like latent music, in the commonest things;
° ‘We put our hand upon them passing by,
And rudely touch the unsuspected strings.”
Clifford Harrison.

°

Occidental Hotel, San Francisco, July 28th—We came
here late last night, preferring this to the *Palace
Hotel,” where one is known only by a number! Many -
people go there only to say that they have stayed in
the largest hotel in the world.

This morning, after breakfast, we mounted one of the
Cable Cars at the corner of the street near this hotel, and
went a distance of four miles, going up sieep ascents most
part of the way, until the gardens of the Golden Gate
Park were reached ; there we changed into a train, which
was furnished with open cars; it took us over a sandy-
looking desert to the Cliff House, one of the sights of San
Francisco.
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The Cable Cars amused me, this being the first time I
had seen them ; it looked quite startling to feel them
moving along without steam or horses, propelled by an
underground cable, and they go either up or down hill
with equal ease. Carriages are seldom seen in San
Francisco, owing to the number of street cars that
always block the principal thoroughfares, and people living
in the country who have carriages, rarely bring them into
the town.

When we got near the Cliff House we had some won-
derful views of the blue sea, and the great waves breaking
all along the coast were beautiful and grand ; and yet there
are many persons “ Out West” who have never seen the
sea. I met a woman of fifty on our journey from Victoria,
B.C., who told me she had never seen either the sea or a
mountain until a few weeks before, having spent all her
life on the prairie. “But,” she added, “ my man has now
made his pile, and we are having alook around.” I asked
her which impressed her most. She said simply, “ Oh, the
ocean! the longer I gaze the more I love it, until I feel I
can never leave it.”

We soon came in sight of the three large rocks, where
the sea-lions have their home, and we looked at them for
some time through telescopes and glasses; the rocks on
which they live are about half a mile from the shore. No
one is allowed to molest them ; there are supposed to be
about 500 of them, some are enormous, measuring 16 to
18 feet in length, and they are very savage if disturbed.
Some of the old males are much scarred from fighting, and

B4

L

B = 7
—_
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it was curious to observe their slow and awkward move-
ments, as they pulled themselves up and off the slippery
rocks. On the Sutro heights, above the Cliff House, are

_charming gardens, laid out by Mr. Sutro; they are open

to the public, and show what can be done by irrigation
on this sandy soil ; for there the desert is transformed as

_if by magic, and all kinds of beautiful flowers grow in

the greatest luxuriance. I asked one of the gardeners, a
German, the name of a plant which much pieased me ;
there were beds of it with flowers of all colours, growing
creeper-like on the ground, the bloom somewhdt resembling
a wild rose. The gardener gave me a lﬁge parcel of
cuttings, they were portulaccas ; he also gave me cuttings
of Mesembryanthemwm cordifolium, which are pretty for
edging beds. I packed and sent them to my gardener
in England, but they did not carry. Both these plants
can be grown from seed, and thrive well in this
country.

The climate here is perfect: in winter no colder than at
this time of year; indeed, residents consider the month of
August the coldest in San Francisco, because of the trade-
winds, which, however, did not annoy wus, though they
generally blew from two to six o’clock in the afternoon.
‘We heard by our English letters much about the cold and
wet summer at home, but with us it has been perpetual
sunshine, two wet days at Quebec and one on the
prairie being our record for three months.

An American lady, speaking about Matthew Arnold’s
article on ¢ Civilization in America,’” remarked that, though
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severe, it was on the whole true, except when he said
that all children read Roe’s novels instead of those of
Sir Walter Scott. “There he is wrong,” she remarked. -
“In the East bhey had hardly heard of G. P. Roe ; on this
side he was certainly better known.” She also added, “If
Matthew Arnold thought so little of our civilization, why
did he not show us a better example? He did not even
wear evening clothes at the largest parties he attended
in America, which rather annoyed people. As a writer
he is admired, but his article was very hard on us as a
nation.”

The impression a stranger receives is that Carlyle and
Emerson are adored, especially the latter, and that
Ingersoll holds no place among the learned. His articles
have been refuted by several, and most ably answered in ;
a small book, which has reached its eighth edition, and is
entitled, ¢ Notes on Ingersoll,’ by the Rev. L. A. Lambart,

a Catholic priest.

‘We wandered all through China-Town. Several guides
offered to take charge of us, but we preferred seeing what
we could by ourselves. If it were not for the ordinary style -
of building the houses, we could fancy ourselves in Pekin
or Canton. There is a population of over 40,000 Chinese in '
San Francisco. They all live in the quarter called “ China-

Town,” apart from every one else, pursuing mostly their
own work and trades. We saw Chinese hurrying in every
direction, for the Celestial is always busy, and therefore
in haste. 'We passed many stores containing goods of all g
kinds, and by looking through the doorway we saw how -
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the people were employed. In one shop there were boot-
makers at work ; in another sewing machines were busy.
The Chinese excel in all kinds of labour, and are so frugal
that they can undersell the Americans even in cheap
tailoring. But here the sweating system is also in vogue,
and it is the middleman who is making a profit. A pair
of blue overalls (an article of clothing worn by almost
every workman) is made by the men employed in these
tailors’ shops for a quarter-dollar, or one shilling of our
money. We passed many provision-shops, and very
unpalatable the food looked; thin pieces of meat, dried
ducks, bundles of sausages, and stale pork being the
principal things we noticed. There were baskets of
vegetables of all kinds in front of the windows of these
shops, and these seemed to find a ready sale.

Then, through a narrow door far under the level of an
ordinary cellar, we saw the barber at work in his shop.
The front part of a Chinaman’s head is kept shaved ; the
back is arranged into a pigtail. Where nature has not
been bountiful, and I doubt if she is ever sufficiently so—
it makes no difference, as all appear to have black silk
plaited in with their hair to make the pigtail longer; it
usually reaches down the back as far as the knees. In
China it is thought disrespectful to roll it round one’s head,
but in this country the Chinese servants do it in order
to get the pigtails out of the way. When the Chinaman’s
forehead is shaved and his pigtail arranged, he is by
no means out of the hands of the barber, for the inside
of his ears have also to be shaved. We saw this being

B2



N2 N

1x.] CHINA-TOWN. 113

done, and rather a disagreeable process it seemed ; but
I suppose the Celestial must suffer with the rest of the
world pour étre beau.

We found all the Chinese civil and obliging. Before
entering their Joss-houses, as they call their places of
worship, their shops, or restaurants, we asked permission
to do so, which was readily granted. Among the anti-
Chinese party the custom is to treat the Celestials as

- -rudely as possible. We did not wish to do this, nor did

the Americans who accompanied us. We went into the
shop of a goldsmith, who was beating out gold rings,
and we saw some that he had finished. He was
working by a small reed lamp, similar to those found in
the ruins of Pompeii, and by him also stood a very
curious_ old pair of scales, with which he weighed his
rings before selling them by weight. Though we did
not buy, as we passed out he raised his head from his
work and nodded to us. F

Our next visit was to a restaurant, and having bowed to
the men in charge, we passed in. Saw two cooks making
little square rolls ; which, when finished, were stamped with
a Chinese mark. These rolls are filled with mincemeat,
and are sent to Chinamen all over Canada and America.
We did not like the taste of them ; and, after seeing them
passed into the ovens, we went upstairs. In Chinese
restaurants here, the higher up you go the more you pay,
and for this reason, the houses not being built on the lines
of a Chinaman’s ideal, it is only on the upper floor that
seclusion, and a garden on the roof with verandahs to sit

I
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in, can be obtained. On the first floor we saw an eating-
house for the poorer class of workmen ; each table being
partitioned off from the next with screens. After mounting
to the upper-floor, we found ourselves in a charming
Chinese house ; all the fittings and furniture were of home

_ workmanship, the chairs and tables being of ebony,

beautifully inlaid with mother-of-pearl, while valuable
carvings, screens, and lamps were tastefully airanged.
Both the Chinese and Japanese have certainly perfect
taste. Six or eight round tables were neatly laid out for
dinner. The dishes were so small, that though there were
many of them piled up with fruits, tiny pieces of fish,
and other things, it looked to me like a doll’s dinner-
party, and not a repast prepared for hungry men. Oppo-
site to each guest were tiny plates, a china spoon, a pair of
ivory chopsticks, and a small glass bowl, containing some
kind of liqueur. . \
‘We passed through the kitchen, where sevér\al cooks
were busily engaged with their tiny pans; but a hungry
navvy would have eaten up everything we saw in a very
short time. Can this be all the food Celestials need ? Is
the bird’s-nest soup so very sustaining, or do they not eat
in the quantities Europeans do? The last question is
answered negatively, the problem selved; Chinamen can
live on rice, and nothing else, doing the hardest work in
mines, or manual labour all the time; and this is how
they can save so much where other men must eat to live.
We were attracted by the sounds of merry voices, and
passed on, and soon were intently watching a dinner-
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party from behind a screen. Ten Chinamen were
dining together; by their dress we concluded they were
well-to-do merchants—some of whom are very wealthy—
they were evidently enjoying excellent jokes; as we

watched them from our undignified position, we observed '

that in this, as well as in some of the other private rooms,
was an alcove, with the opium pipe; by it, on a luxurious
couch, one of the guests was lying in a sort of stupor,
apparently unconscious ; the other guests seemed to take
no notice of him, as if there was nothing unusual in his
condition. '

‘We passed into another room, and had tea ; it was nicely
served in beautiful oriental china cups. In front of each
person stood a covered cup on a little stand: and the tea-
leaves were placed in each of these; a Chinaman came in
and poured boiling water from a bronze kettle over the
leaves, the cover was replaced, and in a few minutes the
tea was ready; and, with care, was poured into another
cup, and the one containing the leaves acted as a kind of
tea-pot, and was? refilled with boiling water. Excellent
tea it was, but somewhat costly; so much so, that our
American friends, who bought 1 1b., had $5 to pay for it.
Green tea is preferred, the flavour is more flowery and
delicate, when infused being of a pale colour. Our
tea was served with plates of cakes, nuts, and ginger.
During the time we were having it a band played in the
verandah, and such a band! The noise made by the five

musicians was deafening; but as three of their number -

had gongs (or something very like them), and the fourth
2
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a drum, it was not surprising. The fifth musician had a
sort of trumpet, and when the gongs at intervals ceased
playing, the trumpet, single-handed, produced most dis-
cordant tones, mingled with wails, which were meant for
singing. We were thankful when this performance ceased,

l though, judging by the acclamations of the rest of the

audience, t}}e music was considered excellent.

We visited several joss-houses, and were saddened by
the rows of idols we saw, some of which were very
hideous. The Chinese do not pray to the good spirits, we
were told, as they do them no harm, but to the evil ones.
All these poor souls seem to be in a state of the greatest
spiritual darkness, having few redeeming points in their
religion. There is no devoutness in_their joss-houses, the
men who are in charge sleep about the doors; those who
come in to say their prayers write them, and afterwards
burn them in an oven.

Looking in at several of the opium dens, we saw as
much of them -as we wished ; we heard enough about the
horrors of this vice, and occasionally we passed a China-
man who looked like a ghost—‘ian unmistakable victim.

Some of the people we met could not reason, nor even
speak quietly on the subject of the Chinese question. The
moment anything was said about China or the Chinese,

. they talked without weighing either their words or their

arguments. With such a person it was our fate to travel in
the cars for three days, coming from Portland. Unsought,
he joined in our conversation, which happened to be on the
subject of the Chinese; he remarked, “ The Chinese are of

ot
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no use in San Francisco, or, for that matter,in America,

~and they must go, for they are parasites; dirty, useless,

lying, and dishonest.” With some difficulty T was able
to remark that at Victoria the English people told me
they ‘were most valuable as domestic servants, where
no other servants were available, and did a great deal
of work; he continued his abuse. “They were the
curse of his country, and brought over disease and many
other dreadful things.” T asked him if he had ever been
to China-Town. He confessed that, though he had lived
in the city of San Francisco twenty years, he had never
been there, nor had he ever allowed his wife to go, nor to
have any dealings with the Chinese. He then advised
Algernon not to allow me to visit China-Town, as it
would be at the peril of our lives from small-pox, lepros ,
and other horrors.

The subject lapsed, as we did not trouble to talk much
more to him, though for two days we travelled onwards
in the same dusty and hot cars.

I do not know why it is, but when nearing one’s
destination, ideas are often exchanged, and he again
joined us; but I think he must have forgotten our con-
versation of the previous day, for to our amusement he
began telling us of the best shops in San Francisco,
adding, “ When my wife wants Chinese,bargains, she buys
them of a smuggler who calls once a week at our house;
our home is full of valuable things we have got from him
at cheap prices.” ‘

Fancy taking advice from such a creature!
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Of course we went to China-Town, and profited by our
visit; how often while travelling one comes across these
extraordinary types of humanity, who are contradictions
in themselves.

Before ending my remarks about the Chinese, I would.
quote extracts which appeared in the columns of the
Vienna pres