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Outlawry of Riel—2Xlotion
“That the record in the case of Louis Riel, laid on the table of the House on the 22nd.,
inst., be now read "—(Uon, B M. rekenz: ¢) . -
Motion agreed to
Also moved—
““ That it appears by the said record that Louis Riel, a member of this House, has been
adjudged an outlaw for felony”—(Hon. Mr. Mackenzic) ..
Motion in amendment—

* That all the words after ‘that’ in the original motion be struck out, and the following
inserted :—* 1t appears on the face of the record of the proceedings brought before
this House that no legal or valid judgment of outlawry has been rendered against
the said Louis Riel, member for Provencher, and it also appears from the same record
that the said Louis Riel, having been indicted for murder, has not been arrested, nor
appeared, nor pleaded to the said indictinent, nor surrendered to take his trial
thereon, but has been and continues to be \'nluntanly absent and a fugitive from
justice from the Province of Manitoba. Be it therefore resolved that the said
Louis Riel be and he is hereby expelled from this House.” ”—(Mr. Plumb) .

After debate, the House divided, when the amendment of Mr, Plumb was de-
clared resolved in the negative—24 votes to 146 ..
The House again divided, when the original motion was declared resolved in the
affirmative—138 votes to 31 .. .. PR .
Also moved—
¢ That Mr. Speaker do issue his warrant to the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to issue

a new writ for the electoral district of Provencher, in the room of Louis Riel
adjudged an outlaw” ~(fon. Mr. Mackenzie) .. —

House divided, when the motion was declared resolved in the aﬁh mation—1 11
to 16 .. . .. ..
Tie MEMBER FOR CENTRE VVFLL veTox—Motion for leave to introduce a Bill of
Indemnity—IZon. Mr. Mackenzie .. ..

After debate, motion allowed to stand ..
THURSDAY, FEDRUARY 25+
Public Bills—

First Readings — Relating to Trade Marks and Iodustiial Designs 3 Mr.
Bernier. DPrevention of Accidents in Breweries and Distillevies ; Mr.
Brouse.

Carriers by Land and Water—

Bill to define Duties, Rights, and Responsibilitics of —Motion for keve to intro-
duce—Mr. Devlin . ..

After debate, leave granted, and Bill read the first time . ..

Titr: MENBER FOrR CENTRE WELLINGTON—Motion to refer Breach of Privilege to
Committee on Privileges and Klections—Tlon, Mr. Mackenzio

After debate, motion agreed to

Militia Act Amendment Bill—
Motion for the House to gointo Clommittee of the “ hole to consider Resolutions
—Hon, Mr. Vail . . S
Motion agreed to, and Housc went into Committee .. ..
After debate, Resolutions concurred in and reported

Also moved- ‘That the Resolutions be referred to Committee of tho w lee
~House on Bill No. 4, which was agreed to—Hon. Mr. Vail ..

Bill repbried as fmeénded, and Ret brt received ., . e
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kenzie .. .. .. . .. . . .
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Cexsus RETURNS—Question, Hon. BMr. Tupper ; Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie. .
PHIiLaDELPHIA CENTENNIAL ExHIBITION—Question, Mr. Currier ; Answer, Hon.

Mr. Mackenzie .. ..

The Intercolonial Railway—
Motion—That the House go into Committee of Suppply—Hon. Mr. Cartwright

" After very long debate, the motion was ruled out of order. .

FRIDAY TFTEBRUARY 26rm.
Private Bills—

Respecting the Canadian Navigation Company ; Mr. Mackenzie (Montreal). To
Incorporate the European and American Express and Agency Company ; Mr.
Jetté. To Incorporate the Manitoba and North-West Permanent Building
Society ; Mr. Irving. Respecting the Montreal Northern Colonization Rail-
way, and to Incorporate the St. Lawrence Bridge Company ; Mr. Desjardins.
To Incorporate a company to construct, own and operate a railway from Red
River, in the Province of Manitoba, to a point in British Columbia on the
Pacific Coast ; ; Mr. Dewdney. To Incorporate the Canadian Steam Users’
Asgsociation ; Mr. Macleunan .. .. .. .

SUPPLEMENTARY FINANCIAL STATE‘LL\T*(LGE})UOI’I Hoen, Mr. Holten ; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Cartwright

Preservation of Peace in the Vicinity of Public Works Bill—

Third Reading, Hon Mr. Mackenzie .. .. . .
Militia Act Amendment Bill—
Third Reading, Hon. Mr. Vail .. . . ..

Insolvency Bill—

Hon. 3Mr. Fournier

Forzien ENLISTMENT BILL—Questlon, Sir J ohn A. Macdonald ; Answer, Hon.
Mr. Fournier

CONCURRENCE IN ESTIMATES—

TuE Acent-GeNErAL-——Motion that item 46 be concurred in—Hon, Mr, Cartwright

MexoNite Loax—DMotion that item 47 be concurred in,—Hon. 2Mr. Cartwright

Motion in Amendment—

‘“ And that out of the sum to be sct apart forthe henefit of the Menonites, a proportionate
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Amendment ruled out of order - o~ - .. ..

Motion in Amendment—

‘“ That the resolution be not concurred in, but that it be resolv:d that the sum of ‘EIOO
000 for a Menonite Loan be reduced t0 $50,000.”—(¥#r, M 1ss0n)
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Motion in Amendment to the Amendment —

¢ That all the words after ‘that’in the Amendment be left out, and that the following
be inserted :—But this House will cheerfully assent to any measure which may be pro-
posed by the Governmrent to encourage the settlement of native Canadians now living
in the United States e the waste lands of the Dominion.’ —(Hon. dir. Holton)
On the question being put, it was resolved that the Amendment to the Amend.
ment stand part of the question
The motion as amended was then agreed to

VETERANS OoF 1812-14—Motion that item 50 be concurred in,—Hon. Ml Vail .

GENERAL Mrnitia EstiMates—Motion for concurrence,—Hon. Mr. Vail ..
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Vail .. . .o . .o
VorusTteer Cavps—Question, Mr Plumb Answcz Hon. Mr. Vail
‘WiBLEDON TEAM—Question. Mr. Plamb ; Answer, Hon, 3Mr, Vail ., e
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Lrcur House ox Guyox IsL nD—-Questxon, Mr. Mackav (Cdp\/ DBreton ), Answer,
Hon. Mr. Smith . .
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Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie ..
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IsLaxD oF (IRAND M‘&N.W*Questi()ll, Mr. Gillmor ; Answer, Hon. Mr, Mae-

kenzie . . .
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Mr. Cartwright . . ..

OFFICIAL AS$SIGNEES—Question, Mr, Whlte Answer, Hon. Mr Mackenme
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““ That the present mode of constibutin; the Senate is inconsistent with the Federal
principle in our system of Governmont, makes the Senate independent alike of the
people and the Crown, and is in other maberial respects defective; and that our consti-
tution ought to be so amended as to confer upon each Province the power of selecting
its own Senators, and to define the 1ode of their selection.”—(dr. #ills)

After long debate, the question beiny put, the House divided when the motion
was declared resolved in the affirmative~-77 votes to 74 ..

House in Committee, and after debate, Committee rose and reported progress ..
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Tur Leeine ComyuTaTioN—Message from His Excel]ency transmitting copies of

correspondence . . .

CorRUPT PRACTICES AT ELE(’TIO\’S-—QJSSUOD Mz. ('i‘ rrain g Answex Hon Mx
Fournier . e

PexstoNs To -V'ETLRA\’:.*QueStlon, Mr. %enhewson Angwer, Hon, Mr. Mac-
kenzie

ALLOWANCES TO Pos'r BIASTERQ—QIIPSHOD Mr. Grecnway ; Amwer Hon D. A
Macdonald.

ORDRANCE LANDS AT FRm>mr(:q‘0N~Questi0n, Mr. Domm]e ; Apswu Hom
Mr. Mackenzie ..
New Brunswick School Law—
Motion for an humbls address to Her Majesty, &e. .
Motion that the debate be adjourned—Hon. Mr. Mackenzie

TUESDAY, MARCH, 9.

Private Bill—

First Reading-Relating to bridging I/ Assomption River—Mr. Baby
Controverted Elections Act—

Bl to amend—TFirst Reading—Hon. J, H. Cameron ..
Capacity of Casks—

Bill to compel persons delivering merchantable liquids in cadks to madk on each

cask Its capacity—Pirst Rcaduw—-Hon Mr. Geoffiion ..

Life Insurance—
Bill to amend the Act respecting—Ifirst Reading —Hon, Mr, Cavtwright
Dianreration Dury—DMotion that the Flouse go into Committee of the Whole
to-morrow to consider certain 1eaolut10us*110n My, Smith

TeE SEAMANS Acr—Motion that the House go into Committee of the W LO}P
to-morrow to consider certain 1esolutmns—H0n Mr. Smith AN

Inspection of Gas—
Bill v amend the Act I’E‘Bpectmg——Rcad the tmrd time. anal paﬂed—Hon Mr.

(xeoﬂrlon -,
Tue POSTAL Lay A~House in Commlttee of the W'}u Ie on BIH to ame nd Hon, D
A. Macdonald .. - . . .. ie e

Coittinittee rose ayid reported L o e - .

Lage

581

581

581
585



TABLE OF CONTENTS,

Banks and Banking—

Bill to amend the Act respecting—Referred to Committee of the Whole, clauses
adopted and reported, and Bill read the third time and passed———Hon Mr,
Cartwright .

Administration of Just1ce in the North West Temtones.

Bill to amend the Act respecting—Referred to Committee of the Whole, clauses

adopted and reported, and Billread the third fime and passed—Hon. Mr. Fournier
Public Debt Bill—

Agreed to in Committee, read the third time and passed—Hon, Mr Cartwright

Dominion Notes—
House in Committee, and Bill read the third time and passed-—Hon Mer.
Cartwright . .. ..

Immigration Act Amendment Bill—
Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Smith .. ..

Insurance Bill—
Resolutions agreed to in Committee, Bill read the second time, and referred to
Committee on Banking and Commerce—Hon. Mr. Smith
Appointment of Harbour Masters—
Resolutions agreed to in Committee, Bill introduced founded thereon, and read
the first time—Hon. Mr. Smith .

County Court Judges—

Bill to provide salaries for, in Nova Scotia—Read the first time—Hon. Mr.
Fournier
Sick and Distressed Mariners’ Fund— .

House in Committee to consider Resolutions—Hon. My, Smith
After short debate, resolutions agreed to and reported

Interpretation Act Amendment—
Bill read the second time, agreed to in Committer, read the third time dlld
passed—Hon. M. Fourmer . .

SUPERVISOR oF CULLERS—Resolutions afrreed to in Lomnuttee and Bﬂl founded
thereon, read the first time—Hon. Mr. Geoffrion

HOUSE IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY—

STeEEL RAILS ¥OrR INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY—-QueStiOil, Hon. 3. Mitchell; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie . .

INTERCOLONIAL RATLWAY AT ST. JOHNA—Questlon, Ml Domvﬂle ; Answer Hon
Mr. Mackenzie . . .

S1. LAWRENCE CANAT s——-Questlon, Mur. Lmthlm ; An@wer H on, Ml l\Iacken/1e

WeLLAND CaNnaL—Question, Mr, McCallum ; Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie

After debate, estimate passed . . ..
ST. ANNE’s Locks—Question, Mr. Rochester ; ‘&us\\ er, Hon. "\11 Mackenuzie

CARILLON AND CHUTE A BLONDEAU CANAL——QUeathII, M. Rochester; Answer, Hon.
Mr. Mackenzie -

Ripeav Caxat—Question, Mr. Bmheste'r Answer; Hon. Mir. Mackenzie
Pusric BuiLpings 1IN ONTARIO—Questions Mr. Patterson ; Answer, Hon. M.
Mackenzie .. .e Ve e N . ..
Committee rose and reported progress .. - w .
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- WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10th.
Private Bills—

First Readings—Respecting the Montreal Baving and Loan Company : Mr.
Jetté. Respecting the Canada Central Railway ; Mr. Buell .

CratHAM BraNCH RAILWAY—Question, Hon. Mr. Mitchell ; Answer, Hon. Mr.

Mackenzie . .. .. .. .. ..
SALARIES OF SAGUENAY AND GAspE JuDGES—Question, Mr. Cimon ; Answer, Hon.
Mr. Fournier .. .- .

MariNe HospITAL AT Liverroor, N, S.—Question, Mr. Forbes; Answer, Hon. D.
A, Macdonald . . .. .. .. ..
YOVERNMENT OFFICES AT GUELPH—Question, Mr. Stirton ; Answer, Hon. Mr.
Mackenzie .. .. .. .. .. ..
Britisu CorLumsia TELEGRAPH LinEs—Motion that certain information be con-
veyed to the Western Union Telegraph Company, and that, the attention of
Government be called to the same subject—DMr. De Cosmos ..

After short debate, motion withdrawn ..

Surveys of the St. Lawrence— .
Motion for returns of reports and surveys of the St, Lawrence River, and
probable estimates of improving the navigation of the river to twelve feet of
water ; and also to fourteen feet of water—Mr. Blain

After debate, the motion was withdrawn

Commercial Reciprocity with the United States—Motion—

“ That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor General, praying that
he will be pleased to cause to be laid befere this House all the correspondence,
despatches, and papers connected with the negotiations with the Government of the
United States for a Treaty of Commercial Reciprocity—{Mr. Pluinb) .

Resolved that the debate be adjourned . .

Private Bills—

Second Readings—To Incorporate the Manitoba and North-West Permanent
Building Society ; Mr. Irving. To Incorporate the Montreal Northern
Colonization Railroad Company ; to Incorporate the St. Lawrence Bridge
Company ; and to Incorporate the National Insurance Company ; Mr. Des-
jardins. To Incorporate a Company to construct a portion of the Pacific
Aailway ; Mr. Dewdney. To Inecorporate the Canadian Steam Users’ Asso-
ciation ; Mr. Maclennan. To Incorporate the Anglo-French Steamship Com-
pany ; Mr. Jones (Halifax). To Incorporate the Canadian Gas Lighting

" Company ; Hon. Mr. Cameron (Seuth Ontario) .. ..

New Brunswick School Law—

Resumption of the adjourned debate on the tnotion of Mr. Costigan—

*‘ That an Address be presented to Her Majesty, on the subject of the law respecting
Common Schools adopted by the Tegislature of New Brunswick in 1871, and praying
onr the passing of an Act making certain amendments to the British North America

ot of 1867 . . - . . .

Motion in amendment—

That all the words after * that” in the original resolution be omitted, and the followin,
substituted :—¢“In theopinion of this House, legislation by the Parliament of he Uniteﬁ
ingdom encroaching on any powers reserved to any one of the Provinces by the
British North America Act would be an infraction of the Provineial constitution, and
that it would be inexpedient, and fraught with danger to the autonomy of the Pro-

vinees, for this House to invite such legislation.”—(Hon. Mr. Mackenzie) ..
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Motion in Amendment te the Amendment—

That on the 29th of May, 1872, the Bouse of Commons adopted the following resolu-
tion :— ¢ This Honse regrets that the School Act recently passed in New Brunswick
is unsatisfactory to a portion of the inhabitants of that Province, and hopes that it
may be so modified during next session of the Legislature of New Brunswick as to
remove any just grounds ‘of dissatisfaction that now exist.” That this House regrets
that the hope expressed in the said resolution has not been realized, and that an
humble Address be presented to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen embodying
this resolution, and praying that Her Majesty will be graciously pleased to use Her
influence with the Legislature of New Brunswick to procure such a modification of
the said Act as shall remove such grounds of discontent—(Hon. Hr. Cauchon)

Motion that the debate be adjourned—Mr. Costigan ..

The House divided, when the motion for the adjournment af the debaute was
declared resofved in the negative—60 votes to 124

After debate, the House divided on the Amendment to the Amemlment Whlch
was resolved in the atfirmative—114 votes to0 73 ..

The House then divided an the Amendment as amended, when the 53106 Was
declared resobved il the affirmative—121 votes to 61

The questlon being on the main motion as amended, the same was dedared
resolved in the a,ﬂ"lrmatlve—llS) votes to 60

Address drafted and reported—Ordered that an Address be presented to Hls
Excellency requesting him to ¢ransmit the same to Her most Gracious
Majesty, to be laid on the foot of the Throne .. .

THURSDAY, MARCH Illrtm
Building Societies Bill—

First Reading—Mr. Jetté .
CiviL SERVICE—Motion that the House go into Cormmttee of the Whole to-morrow
to consider certain resolutions respectmnr-—Hon Mr. Cartwright . ..
Triviry House, QueBec—Motion that the House go into Committee of the Whole
to morrow to consider certain resolutions respecting—Hon, Mr. Smith

RerortiNGg oFr My, Pruynp’s SPEECH—SIir John A. Macdonald ..

Lachine Canal—

Motion for an Address to His Excellency for copies of correspondence between
the Government and proprietors of land in the vicinity of the Lachine Canal,
etc.—Mr. Kirkpatrick . . . ..

After debate, motion agreed to

Postal Act Amendment—
Bill read the third time and passed—Hon. D. A. Macdonald ..
Sick anp DisTrESSED MARINERS—Motion for reception of the meport of the Com-
mittee of the Whole—Hon. Mr. Smith .. .. .
Resolutions concurred in, and Bill founded thereon introduced and read the ﬂrst
time-——Hon. Mr. Smith .. .. . - ..

Penitentiaries Act Amendment—
Bill read the second time, referred to Committee of the Whale, and mported-—-—
Hon. Mr. Fournier .. . - ..
RerorTiNG OF MR. PLUME'S SPEECH-——Hon Mr. Mackenzxe ..

Certificates to Masters and Mates of Ships—
House in Committee on Resolutions, which were adopted and reported, and Bill
founded thereon introduced and read the first time—Han. Mr. Smith .
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Administration of Justice Bill—

From the Senate)——Agreed to in Committee of the Whole, read the third time
8T

and passed

Central Prison (Ontano) Blll—
Agreed to in Committee of the Whole, read the third time, and passed—Hon.
Mr, Fournier .. N .. .. .. ..
Speedy Trials Bill—
Agreed to in Committee of the Whole, read the thivd tm]o, and passed——Hon
Mr. Fournier . .. .. ..
Copyrights Bill—
(From the benate)——Motlon for Second Readmg—Hon Mr. Mackenzie
Motion withdrawn . .. .. . .. ..
The Baie Verte Ca.nal——
Motion in Amendment to motion for concurrence—

That item 83 of the estimates (being $1,000,000, for the construction of the Faie Verte
Canal) be not concurred in, but that it be reduced from $1,000,099 to $20,000—( Hon.

Mr, Hackenzie) . .. . .. o
After debate, the Amendment was, ‘on division, declared resolved in the

affirmative

Private Bill—
(From the Senate)—First Reading—Relating to the Niagara and Distric# Bank

FRIDAY, MARCH 12r=.

Private Bill—
First Rea&lnv—Respectmg the Ca.nada Soutkern Rdﬂway —~Mr. Macdougall
(Blgin). .
RerorTING THE DEBAA‘ES—’\IOﬁon for a Se]ect Comnnttee f01 next %essmn—l\h
Ross (Middlesex)
Intercolonial Railway B111~
First Reading—Hon. Mr. Mackenzie .. ..
North West Territories Act Amendment Blll—

Motion for leave to introduce—Hon, Mr. Mackenzie
After debate, leave granted, and Bill read the first time

Norturry Raiwway—Motion for leave to introduce a Bill—Hon. ’\I) ’\Iaekenzw
After debate, motion withdrawn
Pacific Railway—

Motion for concurrence in estimate—Hon. Mr. Mackenzie .
On motion of Hon., Mr. Tupper, it was resolved that the de hate Le afd Jourhc-d

Private Bills—

Third Readings—To Incorporate the Intelligencer Printing and Publishing Com-
pany ; Mr. Bowell. To Incorporate the Lower Ottawa Boom Company ; Mr.
Curmer

Second Readmcrs——To Incorporate the Canada Land Tuvestment and Guarantee
Company ; and Respecting the Canada Guarantee Company ; Mr. Jetté. To
Incorporate the Dominion Railways Equipment Company ; Mr. Blain.
Relating to the Intercolonial Express Company ; Mr. Baby. Respecting the
Canada Central Railway ; Mr. Buell. Respectmc* the Niagara District Bank
—Mr. Plumb . . ..

Peterson Divorce Bill—

(From tke Senate)—Motion for first Reading—Mr. Mac'ennan
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" A division being taken, the motion was declared resolved in the affirmative, and
. Bill referred to a Special Committee—78 votes to 46

Northern Rallway Bill—
First Reading—Hon. Mr. Mackenzie
Pacific Rallway—
Resumption of the Debate on the motion of Hon. M. Mackenzie for concurrence
in the Pacific Railway Estimate—Mr. White. .

Motion in Amendment to the motion for Concurrence—

* That in view of the engagements entered into during the past year between the Govern-
ment of Canada and” the Imperial Government and British Columbia, to build a
railread without delay from Nanaimo to Esquimault, on Vancouver Isla.nd and to
expend rot less than $2,000,000 per annum in British Columbia on the Canadian
Pacific Railroad ; and to complete the construction of the line from the Pacific Ocean
%o the shore of Lake Superior in fifteen years ; this House is of opinion that no time
should be lost in beginning the Eastern portion of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, and
constructing it as rapidly as is consistent with a due regard to economy, from the
point fixed by Parliament at or near to the South of Lake Nipissing westward to
Lake Nepigon, and thence to Red River, commencing at Lake Nepigon and working
Eastward and Westward ; and that the Government should employ the available
funds of the Dominion in the first place for the completion of that great national
work—a continuous railway on Canadian Territory by the shortest route from the
Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.—(Hon. Mr, Tupper) ..

The House divided, when the amendment was declared resolved in the nega.tlve
« —43 votes to 117 . .
The queftivh being put, it was ‘moved in Amendment—

That this resolution be not now concurred in, but that it be resolved that in the opinion
of this House no contract shall be entered into with any company for the construction
of the Georgian Bay Branch of the Pacific Railway, ner any subsidy granted for the
construction of the Railway from the KEastern perminus of said Pacific Railway to
Douglas or near Douglas, until a thorough and complete instrumental survey shall
have been made of the route proposed, and the route of the Matawan, to ascertain
which would be the shorter and more economical of construction—(Mr. Masson) .

The Amendment was withdrawn, and the Estimate concurred in upon division

Canada Central Railway Subsidy—Metion—

That this House do ratify the Order in Council granting a subsidy to the Canada Central
Railway under authority of the Act providing for the construction of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway. —(Hon Mr. Mackenzie)

Motion in Amendment—
That the Order in Council be not ratified, but that (and so on, in terms of the Amend-
ment just withdrawn)—( My, Maawn)

' The Hause divided, when the Amendment was decla.red resolved in the negatwe
—-39 votes to 113
The resolution was then concurred in .

Private Bills—

First Readings—ToIncorporate the Western Insurance Company, and respectmg
the Canada Car Company—(From the Senate) .

. ) MONDAY, MARCH 15tm
Private Bills—
First READINGS—Respecting the Mutual Insurance Company of Canada, Mr.
Jetté. RespectingtheSt. Lawrence Steam Navigation Company; and to Incor-
porate the Quebec and Lake Huron Direct Railway Cowmpany ; Mr. Caron

Dominion Lands in Manitoba
“First Beading of Bill to Amend the Act respecting—Hon. Mr. Laird
Civik Service Superannuation Act Amendment Bill—
. First Reading—Hon. Mr. Cartwright .
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County Court Judges in Nova Scotia—

First Reading of Bill to provide salaries for—Hon. Mr. Geoffrion
Insolvency Bill—

Report of Select Committee presented—Hon, Mr. Fournier
CHARGES OF MALPRACTICE-—Question of Privilege—My, Burpee (Sunbury)

Private Bills—

Second Readings—To Incorporate the Metropolitan Insurance Company. To
Incorporate the North Western Manufacturing Company. Respecting the
Montreal, Sorel, and Chambly Railway. Respecting the Bridge over 1’ As-
somption. Respectmg the Western Assurance Company ; and Respectmv
the Canada Car Manufacturing Company . .

Niagara International and Suspension Bridges—
Motion that Bill be read the second time—Mr. Moss
After short debate, motion agreed to

MiramMICHI VALLEY RAILWAY—-QueSthn, Hon. Mr. M1tchell Answer, Hon. Mr
Mackenzie ..

Harpor oF LITTLE GLACE BAY—QueStIOD, Mr. McDonaId (Cape Breton) H
Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie

TeE PriMsorr BiLL—Question, Hon. Mr, M1tche11 Answer Hon. Mr Smith. .

Tue ProCEEDINGS AcGAINST MER. HUOT*-QueStIOD Mr. Ts,schemau Answer, Hon.
Mr. Fournier . .

HARBOR AU BOUCHE——QueStlon Mr McIsaac A_nswer Hon Mr. Mackenme

Lgvis Custrox House—Question, Mr. Fréchette ; Answer, Hon. Mr. Burpee

Terus oF UNION WiTH BRITISH COLUMBIA——QueStlon, Mr. De Cosmos ; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie ..

Port DARLINGTON HARBOR—Address to Hls Excellency for coples of papers relatmg
to the survey-of—Mr. Burk .. . . .

HARBOR AND BREAKWATERS OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLA.ND—-—MOthIl for copies of
reports of Engineer in charge—Mr. Yeo .

Liquor Licenses i¥ NEw BruNswick—Motion for copies of all declslons rendexed
by Supreme Court of New Brunswick with reference to Jumsdlctlon of Local
Government and Municipal authorities—Mr, Burpee (Sunbury) . .

Pivorace—Motion for copies of oorrespondence with Bosrds of Trade, etc.—Hon.
Mr. Mitchell

SUBSIDY To THE QUEBEC AND GULF PORTS COMPANY-«Motwn for coples of all
papers relating to—Han. Mr. Mitchell .

Drrecr Route BErweeN Canapa axp EvrorE—Motion for reference of Report of
the Select Committee of last Session to the Prmtmg Committee—Hon. Mr.
Robitaille

CrATHAM Brancu RAILWAY—MOthn for copies of all papels relat.mg to—Hon.
Mr. Mitchell .. o . o

SECTION SIxTEEN, INTERCOLONIAL RATLWAY—Motion for statement in detall of all
moneys pald out by Government in connection with, etc.—Hon. Mr. Mitchell

Lumeer ExporTATION FROM CHICOUTIMI AND SAGUENAY— Motion for returns—Mr.,
Tremblay .. . .

MonTrEAL HaRBOR DUES«—Motlon for copies of mstructxons given to Collectors of
Customs in Ontario to colleet Montreal Harbor Dues, etc.—Mr. Wilkes

TrE Krtsox Line—Motion for copies of Orders in Council granting powers to an
American Company to trade on the Red River—Mr. Wilkes
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THE WasaiNeToN TREATY—Motion for copies of correspondence respecting enter-
ing of fish-oil and fish of British Columbia—Mr. De Cosmos .

THE CAsE oF ALEXANDER YouLrL—Motion for a Select Committee to inquire into
~—Mr. Galbraith. .

IxsTrUCTIONS TO PosTMASTERS—Motion for copies of——Mr Bertlam
InteER-PrOVINCIAL TRADE—Motion for returns— Mr. Pleming

NEw Bruxswick Scnoor Law—DMotion for copies of the despatch of 7th November
1873, from the Imperial Government, relating to the decision of the vay
Council—Mr. Tremblay .. . o

ApproinTMENT OF J. A. HamEL—Motion for copies of papers respectmf*_Mr.
Cimon .. .. . . .. .. .

MoONTREAL REGISTRY DIVISIO\~Motmn for copies of the Provineial Act relating
to—Mr. Laflamme

Law PurcHASE AcT oF 187 4——Mot10n for copies of co1respondence W1th the Grov-
ernment of Prince Edward Island—Mr, Perry

QUEREC GraviNG Dock—DMotion for copies of correspondence and papers relating
to the site—Hon., Mr. Robxtmlle . . -

sale of——‘\Ir Domnlle

Tur Priusorr MoveMext—DMotion for copies of cozrespondence w1th Impenal
Government, ete.—Hon. Mr. Mitchell

Gravine Dock AT Esqunirarr—Motion for copies of correspondence 1e1a,t1nof to—
Mr. De Cosmos .. .. ..

Picrov Harpor—Motion for copies of correspondence relating to—Mr, Killam . .

Civil Servce Reform—Motion—

That the House go into Committee of the Whole to consider the following resolution :—
“ That the present system of nominations to sitnations in the Civil Service is not the
most convenient, nor the one best calculated to obtain efficient public officers ; that
it would be expedient to substitute for it, as far as the exigencies of the service will
allow, a system of open competitive exammatlom as & means of obtaining entrance to
the pubhc service—{ Mr. Casey) . .. .. -

After debate, motion withdrawn . .. .

Prohibitory Liquor Law—Motion—

That the House go into Committee on Resolatlons declaring the expediency of the total
prohibition “of the importat’on manufaciuie and sale “of q,mtuous hquam~( M.
Ross, Yiddlesex) .. .. s - .

Motion in Amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘that” in the original resolution be left out, and that the follow-
ing be inserted in lien thereof v-Peaolved that in the opinion ‘of this House a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law is the only effectual remedy for the evils of intemperance, and
that it is the duty of the Government to submit such a measure for the approval of
Parliament at the earliest movement practicable— (Mr. Sclultz) . .

Motion that the debate be adjourned—Hon. Mr. Mackenzie

After debate, the motion to adJoum the debate was resolved 1n the aﬁirumtwe
on a d1v1smn .. . .. ..

TUESDAY, MARCH 16rm
Huron and Ontario Ship Canal—
First Reading of Bill respecting—Mr. Blain .. .

NortH-WEST TERRITORIES—House in Committee of the Whole, and pqssed reso-
lutions providing salaries for Lieut. Governor, Magistrates, &c., of the new
Province—Hon. Mr. Mackenzie
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Task Marks Bill—
Read the second thue, agreed to in Committee, read the third time, and passed

Inspection of Life Insurance Companies Bill—
Read the second time, }"hsSé‘d through Committee, and reported —Hon. Mr,
Cartwright .. . ..
Satanies oF StpneME COGRT J( DGE @—-—Hume in (‘ommntee of the Whole, and
passed resolutions providing sularies for the Judges of the Supreme Cowrt
Supreme Court Bill'-
Muation for second Reading—Hon, Mr. Fournjer
After debate, motion agreed to ‘ .. .
Maotion—That the Rill be referred to Committee of the Whole to-morrew-- Hon.
Ar. Fournier .. .. . .. . .
After debate, motion agreed to . . ..
thopeue Triviry House—House in Committee of the Whole to consider certain
resolutions—Hon, My, Mackenzie .. .. . ..
Suapervisor of Cullers Bill—
Metion for second reading— Hon. M. Geofition . . ..

Meotion in Amendment—

That the following Sections of the Piil be strack out, viz, Clanses 1, 6, 11, 12, 13, 14,
17, 18, 18, 20, 24, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 40, together with all suck parts of tnc,
Bill as are inconsistent with the provisions of the Act repealed — (317, Rochwesiery .,

Amendment negatived, and Bill passed and reported .. o .-
Civil Service—
Bill—House in Committee on resclutions to increase the suluies of Civil Sew
vants—Hon. Mr. Cartwright .. . . ..
After debate, resolutions adopted and reported .. .. ..

Common Carriers—
Second Reading ot Bill--Mr. Tyving . .

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17vn.

St PATRICK'S Dav—Slinisterial Explanation—Hon. Mr. Mackenzie

Tise Dury oy Tea—~Question, Mr. Donalue ; Answer, Hon. Mr, Cartwright ..

QUenec Gravivg Dock-—Question, Mr. Fréchette ; Auswer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie

OrveER oF MoTtions——Question of Order ~-Hon. Mr. Holton .. .

THE VeTERANS OF 1812.14—Question, Mr. Delorme ; Answer, Hon. 1\/lr Vail

Tae Casr or Me. Justice '¥03SE~-Q11@SCi0!;, Mr. thschm'eau ; Answw*, Hon. My,
Fournier

Escumiyac Lieur HOLSEA——Quesmon Hon Ml. Mxto]wll Anw er, Hon Mr Suuth

Way-OrricE SysTEM IN Nova Scoria— Question, Mr. Borden ; Answer, Hon. D.

A. Macdonald .. .. . .. .. .
IxDI1AN VETERANS OF 1812~14———Quei\'tion, Hon. \Ir Pope ; Answer, Hon. M.
Mackenzie .. .

BavrieLp HARBOR_—Questwn, \h. Mclsaac ; Anqwer Hon. \Ir Mage l\mme

LAXD GRANTS 70 VOLUNTEERS - Questlon Sir John A. Macdonald ,Axms er, Hon.
Mr. ‘Mackenzie ..
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Private Bills—

Second and third Readings—Respeeting the European and North American
Railway, and Relating to the Provincial Insurance Company of Canada

Second Readings—Respecting the FErie and Niagara Ra}lwav, and Respecting
the Montreal Permanent Building Society ..

Peterson Divorce Bill—
Motion for second Reading—DMr. Maclennan
Motion in Amendment—

That the Bill be not now read the seeond time, but that it be read the 'second time this
day three moaths—(Mr. Taschereaun) .. . ..

The House divided, when the amendment was etechmd wguuved in t})e negative
~-T72 votes to 84

Motion in Amendlnent~—

That the Bill be not now read the second time, but that it be referred back to the (‘mxv
mittee for reconsideration—(dr. Mac llil’an) -Ruled cut of Order

The question being on the original motion, the House (hnded, when the same
was declared resolved in the affirmative— 88 votes to 71.

Priver Epwarp Ispaxp Raruway-—Metion for copiee of correﬂpﬁndence reiating
to—Mr. Sinciair.

LEeases or WATRR P(\WPR ON hIDEH/ CA\‘AI:'——\I otion for returns—Mr. Jones
(Leeds) .. .. -

Loxpox ExMicratioN OFFIC r:—-’w otion for & return of expenses— Mr. Colby
Eastern Connection with the Pacific Railway—

Motion for copies of correspondence between the Dominion Government and the
Government of the Frovince of Queboe—Mr. Masson

After debate, motion agreed to - .. . ..
Wiaitsy Haxsor-—Motion for copies of the Report of Sarv -ey-— Mr. Gordon

THURSDAY, MARCH I18mm

Tue LENGTH OF THE L*stssm\S——Question, Hon. Mr. Holton ; Auswer, Hom., Mr.
Muckenzie

Insura,nce Bul—
Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Cartwright. .
Cullers of Timber Bill--
House in Committee on certain proposed amendments—Hon. Mr. Geoffiion

Controverted Elections Act Amendment—
House iz Committee on Bill—Hon. Mr. Fournier . .
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of the Whole, to be amended by adding the following words after the word ‘‘Court”
in the 18th line of the 4th section of the said Bill :—~Two of whom, at least, shall be
taken from the Judges of the Superior Court or Court of Queen’s Bench. or from
amongst the Barristers or Advocates, of the Province of Quebec.” — (Mr. Lafamme)

After debate, the amendment was agreed to, and adopted in Committee

Motion in Amendment to the main motion—

That the Bill be not now read the third time, but that it be referred back to Committee
of the Whole, with instructions so to amend the 7th Section as to provide that the
salaries of the Chief Justice and Puisne Judges of the Supreme Court shall be §7,020
per year for such Chief Justice, and $6,000 per year for each Puisne Judge of said
Court, instead of $8,000 and $7,000 respectively. — (Mr. Palmer) .. ..

The House divided, when the amendment was declared resolved in the negative
’ o
—49 votes to 99..

Motion in Amendment—

That the Bill be not mow read the third time, but that it be referred back to Committee
of the Whole, with instructions to insert in the Bill, in the 40th Section, the following
words :—*“Noerror orappeal shall be broughtfrom any judgmentororder of any Court of
any of the Provinces, subsequent to the commencement of thesaid Act, to Her Majesty in
Council, but every decree and order of all Courts of final resort within the several
Provinces, in respeet of any subject-matter or proceeding wherein any appeal now lies
from any such Courts to Her Majesty in Council, shall and may be appealed to the
Supreme Court.—(HMr, Irving) .. .. .

Amendment declared negatived on a division

Motion in Amendment—
That the Bill be not now read the third time, but that it be referred back to Committee
of the Whole for the purpose of inserting a provision that at least one of the Judges
shall selected from the bench or bar of British Columbia.—(Mr. Bunster). . ..

Motion declared negatived on a division ‘e

Motion in Amendment—
That the Bill be not now read the third time, that it be referred back to Committee of
. the Whole, to reconsider the 68th and 69th Sections, with instructions to strike out
the enactment which provides that issues of fact in cases arising under the 63rd Scec-
tion of the Bill shall be tried by the Judge without a jury, and to insert a provision
for the summoning of jurors by the Sherifi’ or Coroner, according to the laws of the
Province in which the Sheriff and Coromer are officers—(Mr, Irviny)

The House divided, when the amendment was declared 2esolved in the negative
—10 votes to 123 .- . . .

Motion in Amendment—

That the Bill be referred back to Cummittee of the Whole, with instructions to insert the
following section :— ¢ The judgment of the Supreme Court shall in all cases be final
and conclusive, and no error or appeal shall be brought from any judgment or order
of the Supreme Court to any Court of Appeal established by the Parliament of Great
Lritain and Ireland, to which appeals or petitions to Her Majesty in Council may be
ordered to be heard, saving any right which Her Majesty may be graciously pleasad
to exercise as Her Royal I’rerogativc.———(l[r. Irving) .. .. ..

"The House divided, when the amendment was declared resolved in the affirmative
—112 votes to 40 .. . .. .. .- .

The Amendment was referred to Commitice, where it was agreed to. On the
motion for concurrence,

Motion in Amendment, that the clause as amended te not coneurred in,which
was declared negatived on division—Mr. Moussean - -, “umy -
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On the motion that the Bill be read the third time—
Motion in Amendment, that it be referred back to Committee of the Whole, with
instructions to make certain amendments—My. Mousseau ..

Amendment declared negatived on division . .. . ..

Motion in Amendment—

That the Bill be not now read the third time, but that it be referred back to Committee of
the Whole, with instructions to amend the 17th Section by substituting 452,000 for
$1,000.—(Hr. Laflamme) .. .

Amendment agreed to, and referred to Comlmttee, where 1t was concurted in .

Motion in Amendment—

That the Bill be referred back to Committee of the Whole, with instructions to sub-
stitute for section 83 the following :—This Act or any part thereof shall take effect
and be exercised only at and after such time or times as shall be appointed by pro-
clamation under order of the Governor-in-Council, but no such proclamation shall take
place nor be issued in any case unless and until this Act is adopted and a,pproved of
by the Legislature of each Province of the Dominion.—(Mr. Mousseau) .

Amendment negatived on division

Motion in Amendment—

That the Bill be referred back to Committee of the Whole to be so amended asto confer upon
the Supreme Court Appellate Jurisdiction in Admiralty cases.—(Mr. Ji[ ills) ..

Amendment withdrawn . . . .. . .
Motion—* That the question be now put which was withdrawn after short
discussion—Mr. Gordon .. .. .. .. .

Motion in Amendment to motion for th1rd reading—

That the Bill be not now read the third time, but that it be referred back to Committee
of the Whole, with instructions to insert the following provisions :—*¢ This Act or
any part thereof shall take effect and be exercised only and after such time or times as
shall be appointed by proclamation under order of Governor-in-Council, but in so far
as this Act concerns the Province of Quebec no such proclamation shall take effect

unless and until this Act is adopted and approved by the Legislature of the Province
of Quebec as to the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in cases relating to
property and civil rights and civil procedure in the said Province of Qucbec — (M.

Moussean)
The House divided, when the amendment was declared 'resolz ¢d in the negative

—20 votes to 106 ..
Bill read the third time and passed
WELLAND CANAL—Motion that House go into Commlttee of bupply~Hon Ml
Jartwright i .. . : ..

Motion in Amendment—

That the Speaker do not now leave the chair, hut that it be resolved that in the opinien
of this House it isdesirable that steps should be taken to ascertain the feasibility and
cost of adapting the Welland Canal to vessels drawing fourteen feet of waterbefore the
Governmentisirrevocably committed to plans involving aless depth—( Fon. Mr. Holton)

Amendment permitted to be declared lost on a division
1IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY—
NorTH-WEST MouxTeED POLICE. . ..
PENITENTIARIES OF MAXITOBA AND Barrisg CoLUMBIA
MoOXNTREAL VOLUNTEERS .. ..
DrirL SuEDs AND RI1FLE RANGES . .. .. . ..

BARRACKS AT ForT Priry . .. .. ..
Missions To THE CREE AND BLACKFEET INDIAXS
IxpiaN CLAIMS .. .. .

RervpurseMENT oOF MR, D. A. Syire, M. P, fo; moncy adwmced by h1m dunnn
the Red River Rebellion .. . . .. .. ..
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Motion—That the item be struck out of the Estimates—Mr. Ross (Punce
Edward) .. . .. . .
The Committee divided, when the motion was negatived by 18 votes to 49

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3l1sT.

Harpor MasTER For THREE RIVERS—Question, Mr. Barthe ; Answer, Hon. M.
Smith . .. .. . .

JUDGE OF THE Com\TY OF IVORFOLBMQtleStIOH, Mr. Wallace Answer, Hon. Mr
Mackenzie . ..

ProuisiTorY LIQUoRr LAW—~Quest10n, Mr W‘allace Answer, Hon Mr. :Macl\enzm

ReciprociTy Wit THE UNITED STATES—Question, Mr. Wallace ; Answer, Hon.
Mr. Mackenzie .. ..

Tur TARIFF—Quesmon, Mz, W’allace Anwer Hon Mr. Mackenme ..

SorEL HarBor MasTER——Question, Mr. Caron ; Answer, Hon. Mr. Smith
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Hon. Mr. Mackenzie .. . .. .
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Mr. Fournier . .
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Mackenzie

GEOLOGICAL I/ILSEUWI—QueStlon Ml Goud(re Answe1 Hon Mr Mackenzxe

Pacrric Ramnway Surv EYS——Questlon, Mr. Thompson, (Canboo) ; Answer, Hon.
Mr. Mackenzie .

Rerorts oF THE PAciric RAILWAY SURVEY———QueSt‘On, Mr. Thompqon, (Lanboo)
Answer, Hon. Mr. Mackenzie

{ESPONSIBLE (FOVERNMENT—Motion that the House go into Comnuttee of the
‘Whole to consider certain resolutions—Hon. Mr. Blake.

After debate, the motion was withdrawn

CoymERrcIAL RECIPROCITY WITH THE UNITED STATES—-Momon for a statement of
expenses incurred in furtherance of the recent negotiations—DMr. Plumb

Pactric Ratuway TerecrarE—Motion for copies of specifications, contracts, and
correspondence~—Hon. Mr. Tupper .. . .

Motion in Amendment—And this House regrets that contracts have been made
by the Government for the constructlon of a line of telegraph from Lake
Superior to Cache Creek before the location of the line of the Canadian
Pacific Railway has been determined upon—Mr. Bowell

After debate it being six o'clock, the motion was dropped. .

Private Bills—

Third Readings—Respecting 1.’ Assomption River Bridge ; Respectingthe Canada
Car Company ; To Incorporabe the Quebec and Lake Huron Railway Com-
pany ; Respecting the Montreal Northern Colonization Railway ; To Incor-
porate the Dominion Railways Equipment Company ; Respecting the St. Law-
rence Steam Company ; Respecting the Huron and Ontario Ship Canal

SuorTEST RouTE 10 EvRoPE—Dissent from Report of Committee—Mr. Gillmor
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Third Reading of Bill—Mr, Irving .. . -
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CANADA.
DEBNTES of e HOUSE of COMMONSE,

FOR THE

SECOND SESSION or tuE THIRD PARLIAMENT or tue DOMINION
of CANADA, caiep For THE Desparca orF DBUSINESS ON THE 4TH DAY

oF FEBRUaRY, 1873.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, | North, Simcoe North, Niagars, L’As-
‘ , ! e somption, Kingston, Chambly, Toronto
. Thursday, February fth, 1875, gEast, Halton, Middlesex East, London,

The Parliament which had been pro- ‘ Huron South, and Two Mountains; in
rogued from the Twenty-fifth of May, 1874, | each of which cases the sitting member

and thence from time to time to the Fourth | was unseated.

day of February, 1875, met this day fori Mr. SPEAKER said—In conformity

despatch of business, at 3 o'clock. | with section 24 of the said Act, I issued

A Messa%e from His E?;c,ellency the | my several warrants to the Clerk of the
Governor Ceneral, by TRéné

; ‘ Kimber, |
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black  writs of election for the said elective dis-

i Crown in Chancery, to make out new
Rod.—

“Mr. SPEAKER,

‘‘His Excellency the Governor-General com-
mands this Honorable House to attend imme-
diately in the Chamber of the Senate.”

_Accordingly Mr. Sreaker, with the
House, went up to attend His Bxcellency,
and having returned :—

CERTIFICATES AND REPGRTS FROM JUDGES,

RELATING TO ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER ucquainted the House
that he had veceived from the Judges se-
lected for the trial of election petitions,
pursuant to the Controverted Elections
Act, 1873, certificates and reports relating
to the elections for the electoral districts
of Essex, Lincoln, Cornwall, Renfrew
South, Addington, Argenteuil, Renfrew
North, Northumberland West, Montreal
West, Montreal Centre, Northumberland
Fast, Richmond and Wolfe, Joliette, Nor-
folk South, Wellington Centre, Leeds and
Grenville North, Colchester, Victoria

Mr. Speaker. .

i tricts respectively.
!

: Mr. SpEAKER also informed the House
i that he had received from the Hon. Chief
I Justice Woop, one of the Judges selected
| for the trial of Election petitions, a certi-
t ficate and report of the Election for the
i Electoral District of Marquette, and, in
i conformity with section twenty-four of the
 Controverted Elections Act 1873, had is-
sued his warrant to the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery, directing him to alter the re-
turnforthesaid District, dated February 17,
1874, by expunging the name of RoBerT
CUNNINGHAM therefrom, and substituting
that of JosepH RYAN as the member duly
elected; and the Clerk of the House
read a report from the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery, certifying that these instrue-
tions had been carried out.

Mr. Speaker announced that in the
following Controverted Election cases the
sitting members had been declared duly
elected : Levis, Cumberland, Cardwell,
Pictou, L'Islet, and Hants.




[

Myr. Speaker further reported that he
had received from the Hon. Mr. Justice
‘WiLsoxN, a certificate and report in refer-
ence to the election for the South Riding
of the County of Renfrew declaring the
same void ; and that he had issued his
warrant to the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery to make out a new writ of Elec-
tion for the said Electoral District.

NOTIFICATIONS OF VACANCIES.

Mr. SpeakER informed the House that
he had received the following notifications
of vacancies, which had occurred in the re-
presentation, viz: of the Hon. A. A. Dog-
10N, member for Napierville, by accept-
ance of the office of Chief Justice for the
Province of Quebec; of the Hon. F. GEoF-
FrION, member for Vercheres, by accept-
ance of the office of Minister of Inland
Revenue ; of WirLiaMm Harvey, Esq.,
member for Elgin East, by decease ; of
E. R. Oaxes, Esq., member for Dighy, by
resignation ; and of the Hon. WiLLIiAM
Ross, member for Victoria, N. 8., by ac-
ceptance of Collector of Customs at the
Port of Halifax. Warrants for new elec-
tions in these respective Districts had ac-
cordingly been ordered to be issued.

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. Speaxer further informed the
House that the Clerk of the House had
received from the Clerk of the Crown in
Chancery certificates of the election and
return of the following members, viz. :
Hon. F. GEOoFFRION, for Vercheres ; SIXTE
Coupar dit La Reivg, Esq., for Napier-
ville ; CoLiy MacpouGALL, Esq., for Elgin
East ; Louts Rizr, Esq., for Provencher ;
Jouwn L. MacpoucaLr, Esq., for Renfrew
South ; A. F. Macvoxarp, Esq., for Corn-
wall ; Hon. W. B. Vi, for Digby ; Wit~
11aM MURRAY, Esq., for Renfrew North;
ScHUYLER SHIBLEY, Esq., for Addington ;
‘WiLLiay McGrecor, Esq., for Essex;
Lemuel CusHING, Jr., Esq., for Argen-
teuil ; James Norris, Esq., for Lincoln;
WiLLiam KErr, Esq., for Northumberland
West ; L. F. G. Basy, Esq., for Joliette :
Hon. HENrRY AYLMER, Jr., for Richmond
and Wolfe ; F. Mackexzig, Esq., for Mon-
treal West; J. B. Prvus, Esq., for Ni-
agara; C. F. FErcuson, Esq., for Leeds
and Grenville North ; THomas McKay,
Esq., for Colchester ; JaMEs MACLENNAN,
Esq., for Victoria North ; WiLLiam WaL-
1ACE, Esq., for Norfolk South; Right

Mr, Speakcr,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Hon. Sk Jou~x A. Macpornarp, K.C.B.,
for Kingston; C. J. CampeELL, Esq., for
Victoria, N.8.; AMaBLE Jopoiw, Jr., Esq.,
for Chambly ; G. T. Orrox, Esq., for Wel-
lington Centre; H. H. Coox, Esq., for
Simecoe North ; BerNarp Drvriv, Esq.,
for Montreal Centre ; H. Hurteau, Esq.,
for I’Assomption ; SaMueL Prart, Esq,
for Toronto East,and WiLLiaM McCraNEY,
Esq., for Halton.

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER reported the House
had this day attended His Excellency the
GovERNOR-GENERAL in the Chamber of
the Senate, when His Excellency was
pleased to make a most gracious speech
from the Throne, of which he had, for
greater accuracy, obtained a copy, as
follows -

Tionorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

I have much satisfaction in meeting you at
this early and convenient season.

I have to congratulate yon upon'the organiza-
tion of the North West Police Force, and the
success of its opérations. It has materially aid-
ed in the creation of confidence and good will
among the Indian tribes ; in the suppression of
the liquor traffic ; the establishment of legiti-
mate trade ; the collection of Customs duties ;
and, above all, in maintaining security for life
and property within the Territory. Another
effect of the presence of the Police in the North
‘West has been to enable the Government to
largely reduce the strength of the Military es-
tablishment in that country.

The negotiation of a friendly Treaty with the
Crees and Sauteux of the North West for the
cession of territory may be regarded as a fur-
ther guarantee for the continuation of amicable
relations with the Indian tribes of that vast re-
gion.

During the past summer I had the pleasure
and advantage of visiting a very large portion
of the Province of Ontario, including the whole
coast of Georgian Bay and Lake Superior. This
official tour enabled me to form a better idea of
the great extent of the comparatively well-
settled country and of that which is still almost
wholly undeveloped. I was everywhere receiv-
ed with the kindest welcome, and was much
gratified in witnessing the enterprise, content-
ment, and loyalty manifested in every quarter.
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Your attention will be invited to a measure
for the creation of a Supreme Court. The ne-
cessity for such a measure has yearly become
more and more apparent since the organization
of the Dominion ; it is essential to our system
of jurisprudence and to the settlement of con-
stitutional questions.

You will also be invited to consider a Bill re-
lating to the important subject of Insolvency.

Measures will be submitted to you, providing
for the reorganization of the Governmcnt of

thie North West, and the consolidation of the

laws relating to that country ; for a general In-
surance law ; and on the subject of Copyright

Gratifying progress has been made in the sur
vey of the Canada Pacific Railway route. Mea-

sures have been taken to secure the early con- .

etruction of the Georgian Bay branch, and to
provide a connection with the eastern railway
systeni

be ready in a few days, will afford information -
upon which tenders may be invited for the con-
struction of the castern and western portions of |
that section, so as to reach the navigable waters |

of the interior.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The accounts of the past year will be laid be-
The estimates for the present finan-
cial year will also be submitted ; they will, T
believe, be found to have Dbeen framed with
every regard to economy, consistent with effi-
cieney iu the public service,

fore you.

Llonorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons:

Tam happy to belicve that notwithstanding
the general and wide-spread commercial depres-
the continent, the
trade of Canada is sound, and that the contrac-
tion we have experienced in some branches of
industry for the past year has not heen greater
than might ratarally have been anticipated.

sion which has prevaiied cver

Papers will be submitted to you on the North
West troubles, and in reference to the negocia-
tions between the Dominion (overnment and
the Government of British Columbia on the sub-
ject of the Pacific Ra iiway.

Steps have been taken during the recess for
a corubination of effort on the part of the seve-
ral Provinces and the Dominion, to promote
inmigration from Europe under the general di-
rection of the Dominion officials. it is hoped
that the effect will be increased efficiency and
economy in this branch of the public service.

Mr. Speaker, .

The report of the surveys of the road |
from Lake Superior to Fort Garry, which will

3

I rely with confidence on your prudence and
ability, and on your patriotic devotion to the
great public interests entrusted to you; and I
pray that the Divine blessing may rest upon
your labors.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE,
it was resolved that the Speech of His
Excellency be taken into consideration to-
mOrrow.

PRINTING OF VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE,
lit was resolved that the Votes and Pro-
i ceedings of the House be printed, being
s fivst perused by Mr. SPEAKER, and that he
I do appoint the printing thereof ; and that
no person but such as he shall appoint do
| presume to print the same.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTILES.

On motion of Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE,
Lit was resolved that Select Standing Com-
'mittees of this House for the present
| Session be appointed for the fellowing
| purposes —

[5)

i 1. On Privileges and Eiections. 2.
On Expiring Laws. 3. On Railways,
Canals and Telegraph lines. 4. On Mis-
cellaneous Private Bills. 5. On Standing
Orders. 6. On Printing. 7. On Public
Accounts, 8. On Banking and Commerce,
9. On Iimmigration and Colonization,—
which said Committees shall severally be
empowered to examine and inqguire into
all such inatters and things as may be re-
ferred to them by the House; and to re-
port froni time to time their observations
and opinions thereon, with power to send
for perscus, papers and records.

OATHS OF OFFICE.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE introduced &
Bill respecting the administration of oaths
of office. Read a first time.

CONTESTID RETURNS AND CORRUPT PRAC-
TICES.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE
it wuas resolved,

1. That if anything shall come in ques.
tion touching the return or election of any
member, he is to withdraw during the
time the matter is in debate, and all mem-
bers returned upon double returns are to
withdraw until their returns are determin-

ed.
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2. That if it shall appear that any per-
son hath been elected or returned a member
of this House, or hath endeavored so to
be by bribery or any other corrupt prac-
tices, this House will proceed with the ut-
most severity against all such persons as
shall have been wilfully concerned in such
bribery or other corrupt practices.

3. That the offer of any money or other
advantage to any member of the House of
Commons for the promoting of any matter
whatsoever depending, or to be transacted
in the Parliament of the Dominion of Can-
ada, is a high crime and misdemeanour a-:d
tends to the subversion of the Constitu-
tion,

REPORT ON PUBLIC WORKS.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE presented the
report of the Minister of Public Works.

THE PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY.

Mr. SPEAKER presented the report
of the Librarian on the state of the
Library of Parliament.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE,
the House adjourned, at 4.20 p.m.

o
HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Friday, February 5th, 1875.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock.
" THE HANSARD REPORTS.
Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said, as the

House was aware, arrangements were
made during last session for reporting the
debates of the House, and it was proposed
in the report of the Committee which had
the matter in charge, that another Stand-
ing Committee should be appointed to re-
vise and manage the reporting. It had
now become necessary to take immediate
action in reference to the form of printing
and other matters of detail, that he need
scarcely enumerate to the House, and he
was himself convinced that the business
would be better managed by a Standing
Committee than by a Special Committee.
He, therefore, moved that the manage-
ment of the Hansard reports be entrusted
to the Joint Committee on Printing, and
until the Committee was organized, the
Chairman add Clerk of the Committee
during last session be authorized to act.

Hon. Mr., Mackenzie.

COMMONS.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD desired,

while the present motion was before the
House, to call attention to the position occu-
pied by the reporters, espectally those on the
Hansard. He was afraid the members of
the Opposition would suffer by existing ar-
rangements, and if they could do nothing
by their votes they could do something by
their voices. It had been suggested that
some arrangements should be made for the
construction of a separate gallery for the
reporters for the Hansard somewhere near
the Bar, where they would be able to hear
the speaking and make the permanent re-
port, to be quoted hereafter historically
and for all Parliamentary purposes, with-
out their being mixed up with reporters
who were in the gallery for another useful,
but very different purpose. He hoped the
leader of the Government would endeavor,
if possible, to have another Reporters’ Gal-
lery constructed as near the Bar as possible
or have the Hansard reporters placed on
the floor of the House, so that the reports
might be well, fully and accurately taken.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said there
could be no objection to any arrangement
proposed in that regard, especially as the
leader of the Opposition had intimated
that he intended to confine himself to
speaking and not voting. The proposition
to have a gallery placed over the door was
one that he thought could scarcely be en-
tertained without disfiguring the internal
appearance of the House, and in any case
it was impossible to erect any such gallery
within two or three weeks, which would
be at all creditable. The suggestion for
the erection of an additional gallery was
made a few days before the meeting of the
House, but he had no hesitation in con-
demning the proposed arrangement as one
utterly untenable. It would have involved
the exclusion of the present occupants from
the Speaker’s gallery, and besides it would
have been impossible to have obtained
architectural consistency. Personally, he
had no objection to reporters having access
to the floor of the House, but, althoughno
formal vote was taken, a similar proposal
was decided adverseby on a former occasion.
If the House was now of opinion that a
table might be placed on the floor of the .
Chamber, and the reporters brought in,
he, personally, had no objection to it.
Any expressions of opinion by members on
the matter would be very welcome. He
had requested the Sergeant-at-Arms in the
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meantime to have at least two seats on
each side of the gallery to be reserved for
the official reporters, or as many seats as
they should require, the remainder of the
seats to be placed at the disposal of the
leading daily papers. That was the tem-
porary arrangement made, but if it was
thought better to have the official reporters
placed on the floor of the House, he would
acquiesce in the arrangement.

Mr. JAMES YOUNG said he agreed
with the view expressed that the erection
of another gallery would not contribute to
the appearance of the Chamber. At the
same time, it was well known that it was
exceedingly difficult for reporters to hear
the debates in the present gallery. It was
highly important that there should be
more accommodation provided, not only in
the interest of those who were going to
take part in reporting for the Hansard,
but also for the representatives of the
daily press, who were very much crowded
under the present arrangement, He was,
moreover, convinced that in the present
gallery the reporters for the Hansard
would not be able to do as much justice to
the debates as they would be able to do if
placed in a different position. He saw no
objection to lengthening the Clerk’s table
four feet and Laving the Hansard reporters
seated there. That was the course pur-
sued at Washington, and he understood
that no practical difficulty arose from the
reporters passing in and out from the
Chamber every half hour. If that plan
were adopted here, it would not practically
inconvenience the House, while it would
afford the reporters a better chance to
make the Hansard a creditable report, and
give sufficient room in the present gullery
for the representatives of the daily press,
throughout the country.

_Mr. CAUCHON suggested that a semi-
circular table be placed on the floor of the
House for the accommodation of the Han-
sard reporters.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it
was an established rule that no one should
be on the floor of the House except ofticers
of the House ; but Le had no objection to
a table being placed there for the accom-
modation of the Hansad reporters, until
some other arrangement of a permanent
character could e carried ont, when the

" table could be withdrawn,

Hon. Mrv, MACKENZIE said he
thought the expression of apinion was dt

Hor. My, Mantentio,

present favorable to the introduction of the
Hansard reporters on the floor of the
House, and at all events it could be tried
as an experiment, and he would see hefore
Monday that the necessary arrangements
were made.

The motion was adopted.

REPORT OF INTERNAL REVENUE,

Hon. Mr. GEOFFRION presented the
report of the Minister of Internal Re-
venue.

THE ADDRESS.

In rising to move the Address, Mr.
FrecrETTE said—Pour la premitre fois
que j'ai 'honneur de prendre la parole de-
rant cette Honorable Chambre, T'on me
permettra sans doute de le faire dans ma
languematernelle. 1l est assez rare que 1ous
entendions une voix francaise s'éléver dans
cette assemblée, la nécessité, forcant presque
toujours mes compatriotes de méme origine
quemoi & parler un language qui n’est pasle
nétre, pour mieux étre compris de tout lo
monde. Cependant le droit que avonsde par-
lericilalanguedenosancétres estunprivilége
trop sacré, pour uil ne soit pas opportun
pour nous de Patirmer quelquefois. Ay
reste, si notre langue peut étre considérée
comnie I'une des plus belles parts de T'he-
ritage que nous ont laiss® coux qui notis
ont précédés, le droit (ue nous avous den
faire usage dans cette enceinte parlemen-
taire fait autant d’honneur & lesprit de
libéralisme de ceux qui nous I’'ont maintenu,
qu'a I'énergie et au patriotisme de ceux quj
nous Pont conquis, (app.)

C'est avec un vif plaisir, M. FORATEUR,
que j'al accepté U'invitation qui m’a été fuite
de proposer l'adresse & Son Excellence en
réponse au Discours du Trine. En me
rendant & cette invitation, je trouve l'oc-
casion d’affirmer une fois de plus, et plus
solennellement que jamais, la confiance que
j'ai depuis longtemps fait reposer dans les
hommes qui dirigent en ce moment les
destinées du pays, et je lao saisis avec em-
pressement, Depuis quelques mois seule-
ment qu’ils ont en mains les rénes de Vad-
ministration, les ministres actuels ent déji
accompli les principales réformes qu'ils
avaient i longtemps préconisées loisqu'ils
occupaient les bangueties de Opposition.
(appl.)

e terrain des réformes est un teryain
scabreux, M. I'OraTEUR et il est toujowrs.
dangereux de s’y aventurer imprudem-
ment 1 vaild panrgiai 'an 4 si souvent vo-
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des ministres répudier, une fois au pouvoir,
ce qu'ils avaient préché dans I'Opposition :
briler ce qu'ils avaient adoré et adoré ce
qu'ils avaient brilé.

Il n'en a pas ét¢ de méme des ministres
actuels, M. 'OrateUuRr. Ils avaient & pei-
ne pris place auxbancsdu trésor, qu'ils ont
mis les principaux articles de leur pro-
gramme a exéeution. Ils w'ont pas craint
de Vaborder hardiment ce terrain scabreux
des réformes.  Forts de leurs convictions,
et appuyés comme jamais administration
ne I'a encore été, en ce pays, par 'opinion
publique, ils ont cowrageusement mis la
main 3 lceuvre. TIls sont entrés, pour
ainsi dire, la hache 4 la main dans la forét
des abus, et anjourd’hui il n'est quune
voix, je puis le dire, parmi tous les vérita-
bles amis de I'ordre public, pour les félici-
ter du succés constant qui s'attache & leurs
efforts. (Appl). Admirable souplesse de
notre constitution qui se préte & tous les
progrés suggérés par lexpérience, et qui
rend si faciles toutes les révolutions pacifi-
ques nécessitées par les conquétes de les-
prit humain !

Mais, M. 'ORATEUR, quels que soient le
nombre et l'importance des réformes opé-
rées jusqu’ici, notre législation n’est pas
encore parfaite. De graves questions d’in-
térét public sont encore la qui demandent
une solution prochaine, et il nous reste en-
core & mettre en opération l'un des roua-
ges les plus considérables de notre organi-
sation judiciaire. L'esprit public attend
avec impatience ce complément ou plutbt
ce couronnement de la politique inaugurée
par la présente administration. Ce ne
sont plus des attermoiments ni des subter-
fuges qu’il nous faut. La politique d’ex-
pédients a fait son temps. Or 1nos minis-
tres ont compris ce que l'on attendait
d'eux ; et c'est avec la plus vive satisfac-
tion que le public a dit lire, dans le dis-
cours prononcé hier par Son Excellence,
Pexposé st clair et 51 précis des mesures
que le gouvernement a Pintention de sou-
mettre aux Chambres pendant la présente
session, et de la ligné de conduite sage et
progressive qu’il entend suivre jusqu'a la
session prochaine,

Cet exposé, M. 'ORATEUR, méme si 'on
en rotranche ce qui a rapport anx mesares
si désirables ' nous annonce, regpire
tant de franchise, tant de droitnre d'inten-
tion, et un si sine’re désiv de donner satis-
faction A I'opinion publique, gue le peuple
deé o8 Ty ne pent mAndguér den faive éon-

Mr. Frechetie.

COMMONS.

traster la tournure si nette et si claire avec
la forme louche et tortueuse qu’assument
souvent les documents de ce genre, mé-
me dans les pays les mieux gouvernés, et
d'en donner crédit & nos administrateurs.
Le pays attendait beaucoup : on lui pro-
met Dbeaucoup.
sans  écha »pa‘wire\;, SAns
avec cette méme honuéteté qui a présidé
Jusquici a Yadministration des affuives pu-
bliques, dejuis Pavénement du parti de la
Réforme.

Les principales mesures sur lesquelles
Son Excellence attire attention des deux
branches de notre législature sont la créa-
tion de la Cour Sapume, une loi de fail-
lite, la réorganisation du gouvernement du
Nord-Ouest, la consolidation des lois de ce
territoire, une loi générale d’assurance, et
une autre pour la protection des droits d’au-
teurs.

La plus importante de toutes ces mesu-
res est, sans contredit, la création de cette
Cour Supréme que I'on nous promet depuis
si longtemps. Le besoin dun haut tribu-
nal prononc¢ant en dernier ressort sur tou-
tes les contestations judiciaires, et auquel
les questions constitutionnelles pourront
étre soumises, se fait sentir depuis bien
des années, et méme dds avant l'établisse-
ment de notre systéme politique actuel.
Le droit d’appel au Conseil Privé de Sa
Majesté n’a pas donné toute la satisfaction
qu'il nous laissait d’abord entrevoir. A
part Uinconvénient qu'il avait d’entrainer
les plaideurs dans des frais et des retards
considérables, il avait en outre celul bien
autrement grave de subordonner laction
de nos tribunaux a une Cour de Justice
certainement infériewre & eux sous bien
des rapports. Loin demoi, M. 'ORATEUR,
Tintention de révoquer en doute le savoir
ou I'impartialité des Honorables Conseil-
lers Privés de Sa Majesté ; mais une cho-
se ne peut faire de doute pour personne,
cdest que les juges de notre pays doivent
nécessairement étre plus compétents pour
prononcer sur nos intéréls en litige, que
des juges plus ou moins étrangers i nos
lois, & nos m@urs et & nos contumes, quelles
que soient leur science et leur bonne vo-
lonté. De sorte que, M. 'ORATEUR, quand
méme 'établissement d'une Cour Supréme
ne scruit point absolament nécessaire aux
intéréts généraux du pays, comme tiibi-
nal constitutivnnel, les intéréts particuliers
le demundent dune manicre pressante,
Ce gern le couronnément de notre ¢difice

Ft cela, sans ambages,
frux-fuyants ;
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judiciaire. La nation canadienne a laissée
tomber ses langes ; 4 peine sent-elle la li-
siére que tient encore en mains la mére-
patrie ; donnons & ses institutions tout le
perfectionnement et tout le développement
possible, si nous voulons qu'elle soit préte,
lorsque I'heure de la virilité sonnera pour
elle. (Appl.)

Quand 2 la loi de faillite, je n'en dirai
rien. Son utilité est constatée par tous;
et cette Honorable Chambre se rappelle
sans doute encore les judicieuses remar-
ques que faisait & ce sujet I'Honorable dé-
puté de Toronto-Ouest, & pareille époque et
en pareille circonstance, l'année derniére.
Les événements ont retardé jusqu’ici l'a-
doption de cette importante mesure : espé-
rons que ce retard n’aura servi qu'a la ren-
dre plus parfaite, et que la présente session
n'apportera aucun obstacle & son adoption
finale.

On ne peut pas s’attendre, M. 'ORATEUR,
4 ce que j'entre dans les détails des diffé-
rentes mesures auxquelles il est fait allu-
sion dans le Discours du Trone. Je me
contenterai d'en constater l'importance, et
de féliciter le gouvernement d’en avoir com-
pris toute l'opportunité, et de ne pas avoir
reculé devant la tiche. Un mot seulement
de la loi gu’on nous annonce relativement
4 la protection des droits d’'auteurs. La
carrigre littéraire est encore fort restreinte
dans notre pays, M. FORATEUR; mais si
petit que soit le nombre de nos écrivains,
ils ont droit & la protection des lois. Les
travaux de Pesprit ont leur noblesse et leur
poids, et los fruits de U'intelligence sont une
propriété aussi sacrée que tout autre, et
qui a le droit d'étre respectée et protégée
comme tout autre.

Aunom des lettres donc; au nom de
tous ceux qui vivent de leur plume, ou
qui, par amour de l'art, se livrent au noble
travail de la pensée, je remercie le gouver-
nement de Iinitiative quil prend aujour-
d'hui sur cette question.

Nons devons aussi féliciter le gouverne-
ment sur la politique large et généreuse
qu'il a suivie jusqu'ici dans P'administration
des affuires publiques en général. Aucun
nterét w'a été négligs.  Les grandes entre-
prises publiques ont recu une impulsion
d'autant plus siire et d’autant plus durable,
qu'clle est sagement proportionnée aux he-
soins et aux ressources du pays.

Limmigration  a recit aussi toute
I'attention qu'elle mérite.  De concerts
aveée les  gouvernments locaux  deg

Jh". Frechotie.
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différentes  provinces de Ila  confé-
dération, le gouvernement fédéral a pris
des mesures pour donner le plus de déve-
loppement possible & ceite importante
branche de notre administration. Non
seulement on s’est occupé d’attiver sur nos
bords le trop plein des populations euro-
péennes ; mais, ce qui est beaucoup plus
important encore, on s’est attaché tout par-
ticuliérement a trouver les moyens de rete-
nir chez nous ces nombreux émigrants qui,
chaque année, passent lafrontiére en sigrand
nombre, pour aller demander du pain 2 la
république voisine. Bien plus, M. 1'Ora-
TEUR, je constate avec plaisir que nous ne
sommes plus au temps ou nos frores émi-
grés aux  Etats-Unis étaient considérés
comme une population abitardie et indigne
de tout intérét ; au temps ou l'un de mnos
hommes d’Ftat pouvait s'écrier impunément
dans cette méme enceinte parlementaire :
“Jls s'en vont, tant mieux : cela fera de la
place pour d’autres!” Le gouvernement
d’aujourd’hui a énergiquement répudié cette
malheureuse parole, M. I'ORATEUR ; (App.)
et les mesures qu'il prend aujourd’hui nous
font espérer qu’il viendra un jour oil tous
les enfants du sol aujourd’hui dispersés ¢a
et 13 dans I'Union Aiméricaine; ou toute la
grande famille canadienne se trouvera
réunie de nouveau sous un méme drapeau
national pour travailler d’'un commun ac-
cord au bonheur de la patrie commune,
(App.) Cest le but patriotique ou tendent
les efforts de nos administrateurs.  Qu'ils
persistent dans ln vole o ils sout entrés ;
et ce but, ils Patteindront, en s’assurant pour
jamais la reconnuissance de tout un peuple
que les circonstances on foreé d’aller vivre
en exil.

Un autre bon point en faveur du gou-
vernement, c'est le zéle plein de philan-
thropie quiils ont déployé dans I'adminis-
tration des affaires du Nord-Ouest,

Le mal était pressant, M. 'ORATEUR.
Dans ces immenses tervitoires ont la eivili-
sation o A& petne pénétre, los meurtres et lo
brigandage régnaientsans contrainite, depuis
quelques anndes surtout.  Le traflie de
Palcohol ¢tait devenu une plaie  terrible
parmi les Indiens, et les assassinats se mul-
tipliaient par centaines, malgré les efforts
incessants des missionnaires de toutes les
Croyances.

Awjourd i les choses sont changées.
Des corps de police ont ¢té envoyés jusgu’-

au pied des montagnes rocheuses ; ot pen-

dant que eex troupes maintiennent lordre
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et la paix parmi les tribus sauvages, pro-
tégent les missionnaires, répriment la con-
trebande, défendent la vie et la propriété
des colons, des magistrats sont la pour
mettre & exécution les lois du pays, et pour
punir les prévaricateurs. Instruits de ces

intentions pacifiques, les Indiens ont regu |

nos envoyés de la maniére la plus cordiale ;
et mous pouvons constater aujourd’hui avec
bonbeur que le territoire du Nord Ouest
jusqu’a présent plus ou moins voué au bri-
gandage et & I'anarchie entre en pleine voie
de civilisation, surtout depuis la signature
du traité du Lac Qu'Appelle auquel Son
Excellence a fait allusion dans le Discours
du Tréne, et qui met sous le contrdle direct
du gouvernment un territoire de 75,000
milles quarrés. '

Voila, M. 'ORATEUR, ol conduit une po-
litique sage et ‘honnéte, une politique qui
met les intéréts généraux du pays au-dessus
des intéréts du parti et des ambitions per-
sonnelles des gouvernants.

11 est une question, M. 'ORATEUR, & la-
quelle je ne puis me dispenser de tqucher
avant de terminer les quelques remarques
que j'ai 'honneur de faire & cette Homo-
rable Chambre, question qui, depuis quel-
que temps sutout, a eu le privilége d'inté-
resser 4 un haut dégré I'opinion publique.
Je veux parler des troubles de Manitoba
et des graves conséquences qu'ils ont en-
trainées. ‘

Cette question, M. I'ORATEUR, et des
plus délicates, en ce sens qu’elle est générale-
ment envisagée & des points de vue diame-
tralement opposés par certaines portions con-
dérables de notre population. - Les esprits
se sont passionnés de part et d'autres : on
a fait des appels imprudents aux préjugés
nationaux et religieux, sans autre résultat
que celui de rendre la solution du probléme
de plus en plus difficile. ‘

Son Excellence nous annonce dans le
Discours du Tréne que des documents rela-
latifs & ¢ette question vont prochainement
. &tre soumis & cette Honorable Chambre.
Ces documents sont-ils de nature a compli-
quer la question ou & héter sa solution,
nous n'en savons rien. IHspérons néan-
moins que le pays saura bientét & quoi g'en
tenir, et que les hommes modérés de tous
les partis réussiront & s’entendre de fagon a
maintenir la paix; 'harmonie et la bonne
entente parmi les divers éléments qui coro-
posent notre population, (App.) - Les idées
de conciliation prévaudront, j'en swis sir ;
et bientdt, jo I'espire, ded bords du Pacifi-

Mr. Brichatte, ‘
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que jusquaux Provinces du golfe, l'esprit
de concorde et d'union régnera sans par-
tage. Nous ne serons plus des Frangais,
des Anglais, des Ecossais ou des Irlandais,
nous serons des Canadiens. Nous ne for-
merons plus qu'une seule et grande nation

au patriotisme vivace et aux nobles aspira-

tions, travaillant comme un seul homme
4 la prospérité commune, et marchant d'un
méme pas vers un avenir plein de grandeur
et de fécondité. ‘

Notre pays grandit et progresse rapide-
ment. Comme 'a dit, hier, Son Excellen-
ce, notre commerce ne §'est aucunement
ressenti de la terrible crise financiére par
laguelle viennent de passer nos voisins qui
avajent jusqu’ici étonné le monde par leur
prodigieuse prospérité. Sachons étre 4 la
hauteur des circonstances ; montrons-nous
les dignes enfants d’'un pays si plein de
ressources et de promesses ; et ne laissons
pas germer chez nous ces divisions intesti-
nés qui sont le garactére distinctif des peu-
ples en décadence ?

J’ai donc l'honneur M. 'Orareur de
proposer 'adresse qui est maintenant devant
cette Chambre. ‘

-Mr. FRECHETTE concluded by mov- |
ing the following resolutions :—

1. That an humble Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor-General, to thank
His Excellency for his gra,cious Speech at the
opening of the present Session ; and further to
agsure His Excellency,—

2. That we are grateful to His Excellency for
having convoked Parliament at this early and
convenient season.

8. That we rejoice to learn that the organiza-
tion of the North-West Police Force has ma-
terially aided in the creation of confidence and
good will among the Indian tribes; in the sup-
pression of -the liquor traffie ; the establishment
of legitimate trade ; the Collection of Customs
duties ; in maintaining security for Iife and pro-
perty within the Territory ; ‘and which has en-
abled the Government to largely reduce the
strength of the Military establishment in the
North-West. : :

4. That we regard the negotiation of a friendly
Treaty with the Crees and Saueteux of the North-
West for the cession of the territory as a further
guarantee for the continuation of amicable rela-
tions with the Indian tribes of that vast region.

5. That we learn with much satisfaction that
during the past snmmer His Excellency had the
pleasure and advantage of visiting a very large
portion of the Province of Ontario, including the
whole coast of the Georgian Bay and Lake Su-
perior ; that this official tour enabled His Ex-
cellency to form a better idea of the great extent
of the comparatively well-settled country, and
of that which is still almost wholly undeveloped ;
and that His Excellency was everywhete re-

~geived with the kindest welcome, and whs much
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gratified in witnessing the .enterprise, content-
ment, and loyalty manifested in every quarter.

6. That we are gratified by the announcement
that our attention will be invited to a measure
for the creation of a Supreme Court ; the neces-
sity for such a measure having yearly become
more and more apparent since the organization
of the Dominion; it being essential to our
system of jurisprudence and to the settlement
of constitutional questions.

7. That we are glad to be informed that we
shall be invited to consider a bill relating to the
important subject of Insolvency.

8. That our best attention will be given to
any measures which may be submitted to us pro-
viding for the reorganization of the government
of the North-West and the consolidation of the
laws relating to that country ; for a general In-
surance law ; and on the subject of Copyright.

9. That it is gratifying to be informed that
considerable progress has been made in the sur-
vey of the Canada Pacific Railway route, and
that measures have been talken to secure the
early construction of the Georgian Bay branch,
and o provide a connection with the eastern
railway system ; and we feel satisfaction in
learning that the report of the surveys of the
road from Lake Superior to Fort Garry, which
will be ready in a few days, will afford informa-
tion upon which tenders may be invited for the
construction of the eastern and western portions
of that section, so as to reach the navigable
waters of the interior.

10. That we thank His Excellency for the as-
surance that the accounts of the past year, and
the estimates for the present financial year, will
be laid before us, and that the  estimates have
been framed with every regard to economy, con-
sistent with efficizncy in the public service.

11. That we are gratified in sharing His Ex-
cellency’s belief that notwithstanding the gen-
eral and wide-spread commercial depression
which has prevailed over the continent, the
trade of Canada is sound, and that the contrac-
tion we have experienced in some branches of
industry for the past year has not been greater
than might naturally have been anticipated.

12. That we shall be glad to receive the pa-
Ders to be submitted to us eoncernin% the North-
West troubles, and the negotiations between the
Dominion Government and the Government of
British Columbia on the subject of the Pacific

way. .

13. That we learn with satisfaction that steps
have been taken during the recess for a combi-
nation of efforts on the part of the several Pro-
vinces and the Dominion, to promote immigra-
tion from Europe under the general direction of
the Dominion officials, and we share in the hope
that the effect will be increased efficiency and
économy in this branch of the public service.

14. That we assure His Excellency that cur
best endeavors will be used to justify His Ex-
cellency’s expression of confidence in our pru-
dence and ability, and in. our patriotic devotion
%o the great public interests confided to us ; and
:‘l'xe jomn with His Excellency in the prayer that

e Divine blessing may rest upon our labors,

Mr. COLIN McDOUGALL, in sec-
onding the address, craved the indulgence
of the lffonse, while, for a few minutes,
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he directed their attention to the topics
adverted to in the Speech from the Throne,
more especially as he was in the somewhat
embarrassing position of being called on
to address the House for the first time,.
The Address noticed in the first place the
convenient season of the year at which
Parliament was summoned, and he believed
it would not be disputed that the present
was a time when members gererally could
most conveniently leave their private
business. Not that he wished it to be un-
derstood that they were unmindful of the
obligations that rested upon them as public
men, or that they should not be ready at
all times when called upon to discharge
those public duties which devolved upon
them ; still it was more convenient for
them to leave their private duties at some
seasons of the year than others, and it was
a matter of satisfaction that the Govern-
ment had selected the present period for
calling Parliament together. It must bea
source of gratification to the people of this
country—he believed he could speak with
a considerable degree of assurance on that
point—to know that the organization of
the North-west police had had the exeel-
lent effect  of suppressing the ruinous
traffic in intoxicating drinks among the
Indians—a traffic that was not only ruin-
ous to the red man, but to a large portion
of the human race. That our police in
the North-west—a detachment of our
army, 50 to speak—had been so successful
in suppressing this traffic and in reducing
disorder to order was a matter of which
the whole country might well be proud.
In connection with this subject it was also
gratifying to notice that the negotiations:
of a treaty with the Indians of our North-
west had been so happily consummated. It
would enable us to invite immigration to
that  extensive country, and to give
assurance to intending settlers there
that they would not be subject to
any disturbance from the Indians
but that the most cordial good feeling
existed between them and their white
brethren, The Address next referred to
the prospect of a measure being introduced
for the establishment of a Supreme Court.
That was a subject which had engaged the
attention of the House on previous occa-
sions, and no one could doubt its vast im-
portance. Laws were a dead letter unlesy
there were courts to give effect to them,
and, in his humble judgment, such a
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court as the one proposed was much
needed in a country under a constitution
like oars. Our Federal and Local Legis-
lIstures had separate and distinet functions
and jurisdictions, and it was necessary to
have a Supreme Court to define the limits
of the respective jurisdictions, so that on
the one hand the rights of this Parliament
might not be invaded, and on the other
the rights of the Local Legislatures might
berespected. Another subject that theatten-
tionofthe House was directedto in the Ad-
.dress was one that was surrounded with a
-very great deal of difficulty. He referred to
the subject of insolvency. In his opinion
some bankrupt law was absolutely neces-
sary in this country. The measure that
had been in force for a number of years
was by no means perfect, nor could any-
thing else be expected, seeing that it was
only by experience of the working of a
measure like this, involving so many prac-
tical details, that a satisfactory measure
could be framed, Profiting by the expe-
rience of the past, he had no doubt that
the present law could be amended to the
great advantage of the whole community.
No one could dispute the proposition that
an insolvent law should, if' possible, pro-
tect the honest trader who falls under
uisfortunes, by circumstances beyond his
control, and should allow him the op-
portunity of making a fresh start, unen-
cumbered with previous obligations; but, on
tho other hand, the law should be so framed
as not to afford protection to the dishonest
trader.  On the contrary the trader who
dishonourably attempted to get rid of his
obligations bygoing into insolvency should
be subjeet to punishment. The present
lnw, in his opinion, was more expensive
than there was any occasion for, and he
believed, in the light of past experience, a
cheaper mode of dealing with insolvent
estates might be devised.  Another topic
to which theiv attention was divected was
that of the Canada Pacitic Railway., 1t
was a very great enterprise, and prolably
would not for many years be a commercial
success, though 1t was to be hoped i$
would ultimately become so, but it was a
national enterprise caleulated to bind the
people of this whole Dominion together,
and make them feel that they were one
people. He was” gld to koow that this
great undertaking was being  prosoented
with vigor by the present adminisiration,
and he hoped thatthéy would veccive a lihe
Mr. Colin M Distiill,
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ral and generous support from this House in
this important work, so long as they car-
ried it on consistently with the interests
and resources of the country. This great
enterprise would be the means of still
better opening up of the great North-
west country that is going to make
us a great nation. A vast country
was there open for settlement, and no
better means for settling it, no better
means for developing its resources could
be devised than the construction of this
road. It would enable us to throw
emigration into the North-West, and
while we were doing so, and settling it up,
we were creating business for the country,
and thereby increasing the general
welfare of the Dominion. The bind-
ing together of this great Confederation
by that iron band would not only have the
effect of bringing us together more closely,
so far as distance was concerned, but it
would have the effect of bringing us to-
gether socially. It was his desire to see
this country prosper, to see it a great
country, not to see any question of scc-
tionalism arise, but that harmony should
prevail to make us all feel that we had
an interest in the prosperity of our
land, and in the promotion of the
welfare of our people. In the carrying on
of any great enterprise, no matter whether
it happens to be in the Province to which
we belong, or is situated in another prov-
ince, the settlement of our Great West
should be in our hearts, and should give us
a national feeling and make us proud of
the country in which we live—the country
which is ours—that we may be more
closely bound together, and feel that we
have a destiny which will make us one of
the greatest countries in the world while
it belongs to the DBritish Empire, of which
it is one of the greatest dependencies. He
was sure all would agree with him that no
event bad ecenrred in many years that hald
aiven as much satisfaction as the visit of
His Fxcellency the GovernNor (GENERAL.
While we have had the pleasure of seeing
and hearing him ; while we have had the
pleasure of paying our respects to him as
the representative of HER MAJESTY we, at
the same time, had the pleasure of listen-
ing to his cloquence ; of secing evidences
of Kis great learning ; of sceing manifesta-
tions of his great ability, and, at the sanwe
time, we have had the pleasure in tlg
country of showing to him that although
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we are many miles distant from our parent
land, although many of us Lave not bad
the privilege of seeing the land of our
fathers, yet that our hearts beat right
loyally to the British Crown; that we
have an attachment to the land of our
fathers; and he (Mr. McDovucaLL), as a
Canadian, was proud of having had the
opportunity of paying his respects, of
shiowing his allegiance to the repre-
sentative  of HErR Masesty, aud of
showing to him at the same time the deep
attachment we have for British institutions,

and the loyal and lasting devotion that we .

have to the British Crown.
lency has likewise had an opportuuity of
seeing the working of owr institutions
—institutions that were created by our
Canadian statesmen, he was proud to say.
He has had the opportunity of seeing the
working of our Municipal institutions, the
opportunity—to a limited extent probably
—but still an opporrunity of seeing the
working of our educational institutions.
Tlhiese were all the creatures, so to speak,
of Canadian Statesmanship, and the evi-
dence he then received, and that Le has no
doubt Lorne home to England, will have
the effect of impressing the Mother Coun-
try with a strong belief that the newer
Britain is not unworthy of the parent stem
from which it has sprung. Amnother ques-
tion, which was one that a new country
like ours is worthy of the most sevious con-
sideration, is immigration. He was glad
to know that this Government had taken
a very active part in this divection, and
that they had done, were still doing, and
promised to do all that they possibly could
towards bringing into this country a heal-
thy immigration. He wished to see peo-
ple of every clime and country, come to us
and see our country filled up, and when
they did come here, he wished them to feel
that they had a home among us, that there
s}m‘ll heno diserimination as to ereed or na-
1Al<r|1zllity, that they will indlereequal rights
for all) to feel that they are Canndians, to
feel that when they are here they will be-
come citizens of the country and part of
ts people.  After all what is a country
made of ¢ Tt is made of people. If we
bave no people we have no country, and to
mike & country we must lave prople ; we
st have people to come here. We have
People now, no doubt, Vut we wust throw
open the doors and say- to the nations of
tie world come to us, heve is a country in
M. Coline Mo Dohgal,
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which you may make a home. We ask
them to come here not as strangers or so-
journers in the land, but to become citizens
of the Dominion and to help us build up a
great nationality. Now, with regard to
the difliculty in the relations between the
Dominion and British Columbia,he wasgind
to sce they were happily dissipated, and
Le had no doult thatthe administration of
the day would do what they possibly could
and had done so—to satisty the people of
that remote Province, that we, in the most
central part are willing and anxious to aid
and assist them in every possible way to
give them such facilities as they require

The question of the North-West troubles
was one it was swrrounded by no small
difficulties. It was one that he did not
propose at this time to discuss at auy
great length, but hie hoped a solution would
be found. He had no doubt that the
good nature, good judgment and liberality
of this House would enable us to work
out such a solution as would not be dero-
gatory to us as a people ; that while there
would be a vindication of the law, still,
at the same time, there would be such a
course adopted, as would give general
satisfaction to all, and that would secure
permanent peace hereafter, and that would
have the effect, in the course of time, of
stopping any ill-feeling, or any of those
disturbing causes that sometimes distract
and rend in pieces a nation. Before sitting
down he would take the liberty of congratu-
lating the hon. gentlemen on the treasury
benches on the popularity of their adminis-
tration as evidenced by the elections during
the recent recess.  He helieved that with
very few exceptions indeed—and there had
been a good many elections during the
the administration had been sus-

recess
tained. In some cases, it wus true, oppo-
nents of the  Administration had been

under the Controverted
co hefore  their

clected, Howe,
Elections Aet, had to

constituents  again, and  though some,
who were opponents of the CGovern-

ment were able to get back again, yet
they had Dbeen returned with their vespec-
tive majorities very much reduced. It
must e a matter of congratulation to the
members of the Adminitration to know
that while their policy hud boen before
the conntry, and every opportunity el
been aftorded the people to criticise and
discuds it, that sppel after appeal to e
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constituencies that were vacant had been
successful with 2o very few exceptions,
and this should be an encouragement to
them to persevere in well doing. Not-
withstanding the fact that they had the
confidence of the country and the hearty
support of the people, they were, at the
same time, notified that they must be
ever vigilant in discharging their du-
ties—that they wevre custodians of
the people’s interests, and that if they
would retain the confidence
People they must continue to be the ex-
Ponen’os of their views. They must re-
member that so soon as they forfeit that
confidence, it would be withdrawn from
them. And he thought under our system
of free institutions it was well the voice of
the people should be so strongly felt. It
had a healthy effect on the members of
the House and on the proper working of
our institutions. He was glad to notice
that the financial affairs of the country
had been administered in an economical
way. The finances of the country were
:matters of the very first importance to the
-people, and if the money had been well ex-
-pended, and the liabilities not unnecessarily
‘increased, the people were always ready to
congratulate and thank those who admin-
istered their affairs. It was very gratifying
indeed tohave the assurance contained in
His Excellency’s speech thatthe subjecthad
received proper attention from his minis-
ters, and he, (Mr. McDougALL), sincerely
trusted that the hopes it inspired would be
fully realized by the facts. He thanked
the House for the attention they had given
him during his remarks, and concluded by
seconding the motion made by his hon.
friend, the member for Levis.

The Right Hon. Sir JOHN A. MAC-
DONALD said it was his pleasing duty
to congratulate the hon. gentlemen
who had respectively moved and seconded
the resolution in Mr. SpEAKER'S hands,
upon the able manmner in which they had
performed their task. - It was a prover-
bielly difficult thing to make bricks with-
out straw, and he must say for the hon.
gentleman who had seconded the motion
that his attempt to do so had been. exceed-
ingly successiul. He had listened to that
gentlemen’s speech with great pleasure,
but. he must apologise to the mover for
not being in a position to speak in the
terms of his effort which he had every
reason to believe it merited, Tlis arose

" M, Oolin e Dongall,
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from not being very familiar with the
language. He had no doubt, however,
that the duty was performed ably and
well. The gentleman who seconded need
not have apologised to the House for the
manner in which he was able to address
it ; he was happy to be able to congratu-
late him upon his effort, and he hoped
often to hear him. A Canadian states.
man, now'no more, remarked with regard
to the division of labour between the Par-
liament of the Dominion and the Provin.
cial Legislatures, that the day would come
when the Speech from the Thrope would
include but a simple recommendation
to pass the Supply Bill. We had not yet
arrived at that point, but we had come
near it this time. Tooking at the bill of
fare he must say it was rather a meagre
,one, not qualified to satisfy a hungry Par-
liament. He would allude shortly to
some of the subjects referred to in the
Speech. He did not propose to move any
amendment, believing that the system
should be adhered to which had prevailed
in the Imperial Parliament of agreeing to
it as a matter of form, without undue
delay, so that the House might proceed at
once to business. The practice of discus-
sing the Speech from the Throne at great
length, and of raising endless issues upon
it was simply an obstruction to the busi-
ness. It was his opinion that, unless the
Opposition'were in a position to move a

vote of want of confidence in the Govern-
ment, which he candidly confessed they
were not in a position to .do on this occa-
sion, the Address should be passed without
delay.  His hon, friend, who had seconded
the Address, congratulated the gentlemen
on the Treasury Benches on their popular-
ity in the country, as displayed during the
recent elections. It was certainly matter
for congratulation, could it only be shown
to be the fact. He would leave to the
House and the country to judge whether
the hon. gentleman’s estimate was correct
in that respect or not. The second para-
graph of the Address alluded to the or-
ganization of the North West Police Forgce.
They must all be pleased to learn that the
Act put into force the other year had been
so successful, and that the operation of the
force had had such a beneficial effect.
The measure introduced in 1873, as stated
by himself at the fime, was an experi-
mental one, and would involve in all pro-
hability, from time to time; some jmprove-
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ment and amendment. The Speech had
not disclosed whether the Government
had found it necessary to alter the consti-
tution of that force or otherwise. This
paragraph of the Speech, he repeated, was
a very important one, and he hoped the
Government would be in a position to lay
before the House, during the present Ses-
sion, and as early as possible, some report
from the officers in command of the force,
which would show the progress they had
made, their experiences of the North-West,
their difficulties, their troubles, and the
results of the expedition generally; so
that the House might be informed of their
value as well of their disadvantages. One
of these advantages, according to the
Speech, was that it largely reduced the
military force in the North-West. That,
of course, was a matter for congratulation,
but he hoped the reduction had not been
obtained at the expense of the sense of
security which existed up to that time in
that country. He reminded the House of
the purpose of the late Government in pro-
posing to appoint that expedition, and
believed it would be well at least to retain
so much of a military force as would be
sufficient to preserve order in case the
police should at any time fail in their
duty. He presumed, although there was
no mention of it in the Address, that the
papers with regard to the Treaty with the
Cree and Sauteux Indians would be laid
before the House, and that the sanction of
the House would be asked thereto. There
was no question of greater importance than
the peaceable government of the North-
West, and the maintenance of friendly
relations between the executive of Canada
and the aboriginal inhabitants of that
country. He hoped when the Treaty was
sent down to Parliament that it would
prove to be a fair one in every way
to the Indians, and that there would
be no opportunity given to them, or
to those who were considered their
guardians, that a hard bargain had been
driven by the Government. It would be
exceedingly unfortunate if the Treaty were
absolute in its terms, since Parhament
could vetoe it at any time if they consid-
ered it had been made without due con-
sideration. It would be very unfortun-
ate, however, if it were necessary for Par-
liament to do anything of the kind, as it
would destroy the confidence of the
Indians in us. He desired it to be fully

Hon, Sir John A. Macdonald.
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understood that all such treaties must be
submitted to Parliament for its con-
sideration and approval. In reference
to the ofiicial tour of His Execellency
the GOVERNOR-GENERAL in the West
it was admitted by universal consent
that it had been a triumphal march
from beginning to end. His Excel-
lency had presented to the people of this
country a representation of our monar-
chical institutions in their most perfect and
loveable form. In every speech he made,
in every step he took, on every occasion
upon which Le had any communication
with any of HEr Masesty’s subjects in the
West, his conduct was admirable. Hig
most eloquent speech—that delivered at
Toronto—containing a resume of his ex-
periences in the West, was a monument to
his ability and capacity in every respect to
hold the high position he now did, as re-
presenting Her Gracious Majesty Quenx
Vicrorisamong her Canadian subjects.
The attention of the House was called o
the proposed creation of a Supreme Cowrt.
He had no doubt that this was intended to
be the court contemplated in the uct of
confederation. The subject had alveady
been before Parliament; it had engaged
the attention of the late Government ; it
had engaged himself as Minister of Justice
for a considercble time. He had stated
when the subject was previously before
Parliament, that it would be difficult, in
his opinion, to obtain a court that would
be satisfactory to all parts of the Dominica
~—chiefly on account of the Province of
Quebec. He hoped that these difficultics
had been overcome, and from the fact of
the measure being in the hands of Lis hon.
friend, the Minister of Justice, who came
from that Province of Her Majesty’s
Canadian Dominion, he believed they
would be. He might add that they were
the causes which delayed his own action in
the same direction. He scarcely un-
derstood, however, how this court
could be essential for the settlement of
constitutional questions. In England, the
ouly tribunal for the settlement of cousti-
tutional questions was the High Cowrt
of Parliament, and in Canada, it was this
House, subject, of course, to the limitation
of our powers by the Act of Confederation;
and reference on special subjects to the
arbitrament of the Imperial authorities.
So far as he was able to judge, the cours
could only decide upon simply legal ques-
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tions ; they would see, however, what was
proposed to be done when the measure
was before the House. A measure was
a’so promised on the subject of insolvency.
It was not stated whether the bill would
be a mere elteration of the present law or
not, but the Government, as a whole, had
apparently given it their consideration,
and were to introduce and carry a law
settling the whole question. The Hon.
the FirsT MINISTER, a few years ago, was of
opinion that it was expedient to expunge
frem the Statute Book altogether anytumg
in reference to a bankrupt law. He did
not know whether the hon. gentleman
held that opinion still. With respect to
the reorganization of the Government of
the Northwest, that was a subject of some
importance. The Pacific Railway was
also a subject which invelved the consider-
ation of such great and important prinei-
ples bearing upon the future as well asg
the pr esent prosperity  of the coun-
try, that he would follow the example of
thc seconder of the Addyess, and not make
any remark in respect of it till the House
was in a position to consider the subject
with all the papers before it. He wus of
opinion that these papers should be brought
down and considered in counection with
the communications which had passed be-
tween the Government and the authorities

in British Columbia in rveference to the
saine subject. There was one thing he

hal to say to this clause, and that
was  that it appeared  to pledge
the  House to an  approval  of
the course taken by the Government
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would be able to relieve the country from
the additional taxation then imposed.
There was no mention made of that here.
‘With regard to the subject of immigra-
tion, he was glad to learn that the Govern-
ment Liad fully developed their scheme, and
that, instead of having the different Pro-
vinees running counter to the Dominion
and each other, they would henceforth be
found working together, He hoped the
papers on this subject would be laid before
the House. Speaking generally, he was
bound to say that the Speech did not con-
tain reference to many subjects, and that
it was generally characterized as one con-
taining remarkably little. It might probably
be fair to say that it was as remarkable for
what it did not contain as for what it did
contain, especially when it made no refer-
ence to the Reciprocity Treaty. At the
epening of last Session the Speech from the
Throne announced that negociations had
been entered upon with a view to the con-
summation of such a treaty, and it was
again alluded to in the Speech at proroga-
tion. Although it had caused what mldht
almost be called a crisis in the ﬁnanmal
relations of the two countries, it was left
out of the question on this occasion. It
was scarcely treating the country fairly
that some mention was not made of it.
He concluded, however, that this was
owing to the fact that at the time the
Speech was drafted the final action of the

“United States on the subject had not been

taken, and that it could not be alluded to
before the United States had so disposed
of it. Since that time that final action

in regard to this wholesubject. When that | had been taken, and the hon. gentlemen on
paragraph was moved he would therefore | the Treasury benelies had thereby been

ask Lhat it be entered as carried on a di-
vision. We then came to the paragraph
which referred to the finances of thie coun-
try, and all were of course glad that the
estimates to be brought down had been
prepared with every regard to economy.
No allusion was made to the state of the
revenue.  He thought it would have heen
kindly to the country and fair to the
House had some such reference been made
in view of the statements of the Finance
MINISTER last session. It was not found
from the Address that there was to be any
alteration in the tariff. ILast session the
MixisTEROF F1NANCE had spoken of reforms
which he intended to inaugurate in the
manner of administering the public affairs,
by which he thought 1t probable that he

Hon, Sir John A. Macdonald.

relieved frown much trouble. He had no
doubt the Lon. gentleman at the head of
the Government thought, now that the
subject was disposed of, Fo lay all the papers
before Parliement, so that the House and
country might have an opportunity of dis-
cussing it, and, as this question may come
up again, or another treaty might be made
or pledge made, that the Government of
the day “and all Governments might know
what were the opinions of the 1epresenta~
tives of the people on that most important
subject ; which portions of the treaty
were in accordance with the opinion of
Parliament, and what portions were
worthy of condemnatlon or at all events,
of dis: Lpplobatlon so that in the event of
any future attempt being made to resume



FEBRUARY 5, 1875,

the negociations the Government of the
day, and the negociators might be armed
with the opinion of Parliament, with res-
pect to the clauses of that treaty. Rocks
might be avoided by having an expression
of the House as to which of the stipula-
tions in the treaty were worthy of, and
would meet with the acceptance of Parlia-
ment, and what clauses would receive con-
sideration, if it had been a final and bind-
ing treaty between England, Canada and
the United States. He hoped the hon.
gentleman would find an opportunity, if
not during the discussion on the Address,
at the earliest period afterwards, to give
the usual explanations in regard to the re-
construction of his Government. He
recalled to the memory of the leader of the
Government an omission that was made
during last session. When the Address
was being discussed, lLe called upon the
hon. gentleman for the usual Ministerial
explanations as to the formation of the
Government, and as to the withdrawal of
certain of its members. Those explana-
tions were promised to be given at a fitting
time, and although he’(S1r JorNn Macpon-
ALD) pressed for them, on the suggestion,
he thought, of the member for Chateau-
guay, they were postponed, and the Pre-
MIER promised to make them immediately
afterwards. That promise was not ful-
filled. They might as well have the ex-
planations this session as the last, because,
from a constitutional point of view, it was
of importance that no change, either of
more or less importance in its nature,
should be made in the personnel of the
Government, without Parliament being in-
formed of the reasons which induced her
members either to join a Government or
to withdraw therefrom.

Hon. Mr. McKENZIE said he had no
reason to find fault with the remarks of
the leader of the Opposition on the Address
in reply to the Speech from the Throne.
He had complained that the bill of fare
was rather meagre; the Government
would endeavor to supplement it in such
a way as to satisfy his inordinate desire
for a large bill I the hon. gentleman
did not approve of the number of dishes
he might approve of the quality of those
produced. The leader of the Opposition
had referred at considerable length to the
police force in the North-West, saying that
the Government had not afforded informa-
tion as to the details connected with that
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force. That was quite true; but the
House would be placed in possession at the
earliest possible moment of all information
in the bands of the Government. The
hon. gentleman had laid some stress on the
question whether the police force would
in itself be a success, meaning in its con-
stitution and in its ability to perform the
duties required of perhaps a military force.
Well, there was no doubt that difliculties
had arisen, not certuinly very serious, in
conducting the operations of that force
with merely civil power at its command.
Many were of opinion that it would be
exceedingly difficult to maintain a police
force acting in a semi-military capacity.
It was a subject which had engaged the
very serious attention of the Government
at the time the force was organized under
the existing Act, and it became a grave
question whether they should not combine
with the force part of the military force then
in existence, and thus obtain a civil force
with a military character. The Government
felt, however, it was due to the wisdom of
Parliament in framing that measure that
they should give the Police Force as con-
stituted by the Act of the hon. gentleman
now leading the Opposition a fair trial he-
fore they should make any serious change.
They also felt it was not expedient as a
matter of public policy to constitute a
standing army if it could possibly be avoid-
ed. That had been the policy of the coun-
try, and the military force that had exist-
ed in that country was maintained owing
to local irritation and troubles in that
country ; and it was now felt to be exceed-
ingly desirable that assoon as possible that
military force should be removed and the
Province be placed in exactly the same po-
sition as the other Provinces of the Do-
minion, military force only being made
available to aid the civil force when re-
quired. He hoped the hon. gentleman’s
remarks were not correct when he express-
ed a fear that the Government had so
largely reduced that police force, and not
duly considered the necessities that might
exist or arise for its continuance and per-
petuation. He did not think there was
anything in the recent history of the coun-
try to justify an opinion of that kind—a
fact which the House and country would
be glad to learn. Of course, it was im-
possible to discuss that particular item to
any great extent at that time, but when he
introduced the Bill, as he would probably
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doat a very eaily day, for the reorganiza- | |
tion of the Government of the North- West |
Territory, and consolidation of the laws |
relating to it, lie would enter more fully !
into the operations of the police force, and

present to the House a complete picture of |

the country as it at present stood in re-f
spect of the exccution of the lawsin force, |
or supposed to be in force, but which were
not being executed when the police force
took }mssession of the country.  He would
say nothing as to the Insolvency Law, as
it would be dmlt with by his hon. colleague
the MixisTER oF JUsTicEWho had given Tiis
utmost attention to the subject, and would
invite the opinion of the members of the
House thereon, so as to obtain the most
practical measure possible.  But the
leader of the Opposition had alluded to
his, (Mr. MacKEXZIES), own opinion at a
comparatively recent period as to the neces-
sity of continuing the present law, His
opinicn then was, and his individual opinien |
remained to a great extent the same, that
it would have been advisable then to have
allowed the law to lapse for a year or two.
He was bound to say that the commercial
opinion of the country was generally op-
posed to his opinion on that matter. He
wus equally bound to admit that in execut-
ing the office that Le held he must consider
the commercial sentimeut of the country
in a question of that kind, and to a certain
extent subordinate his opinion to it. e
would say notling as to the vemurks of
the leader of the ()ppomiion concerning the
revere ; no doubt his hon. fricnd, the
member for Cumberland, would discuss the
question with him at a later day.  The .
queostion of immigration lLad also been |
mentioned. It was not precisely as Lis |
hon. friend had supposed a repetition in
the remark in the speech from the Throne
last year. There was a combined effort last
vear, but it was not the same sort of com-
bination as now. An endeavor was made |
to induce the Dominion and Provineial
Immigration agents to act in havmony.
Now it had been arranged that the severul
Provinces should pay a certain proportion
of the Dominion endgration office,and that
the Domiuion General Agent in charge of
emigration in }Anfrl(mdwoul\l take charge of
all the agencies Of tlie several Provinces,
and sce that every agent was attending
to his particular field, and that full

information 1e>pect1n« all  the Pro-
vinces, was placed within the reach of
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every person in the districts where the
agents were to work. This was the dif-
forence in the statements of the Speeches
from the Throne this year and last. The
. resolutions aimed at by the representatives
of the different Provinces would be placed
before the House, which would then have
the opportunity of seeing what system had
been adopted. The hon. gentleman had
regretted very much the omission from the
Spﬂﬂcn of all reference to the Reciprocity
Treaty. He was satisfied that the homn.
gentleman was merely joking when he re-
marked on that omission; he could not,
from Lis knowledge of the practice of Par-
liament have been serious in his remarks.
Tlere was no reason why any mention

i should be made of that subject. At opening

of Parliament last year, the Government
had to amnounce the coursetaken inregard
to the negotiations then in progress, and
these negotiations had not been concluded
at the close of the session, and indeed, were
not even now concluded.  The hon. gentle-
man presumed that the Govermnent had
not received notice, at the time the Speech
was propared of the action of the United
States Menate; but they had no notice of
the action of the Senate at this momet.
All they knew was that the draft treaty,
which swould be laid on the table of the
House on Monday, was submitted, with
the approval and sanction of the Govern-
mernt (»f the United States, as the law re-
quired for the action of the Senate, and the
Government did not know at this moment
wkLat was the action of the Senate. DBut
he would have no difficulty whatever in
defending that treatw, and he was satisfied
he could be able to show, when it came up
for discussion, that it bore a favorable con-
trast with some treaties that might be dis-
cussed in the House. He was deligated
to hear the leader of the Opposition smte
that on all occasions when a treaty was to
be negotiated, the opinion of Parliament
should be obtained before the ambassadors

I set ouf.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-—No,
no.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—What was
the course of the hon. gentleman Limself
on this subject? When a very distinguished
member of the House rose in his place, and -
desired to give instruction to the leader of
the Opposition in regard toa certain treaty,
the ground was then taken by the Ministry
then in power that it was exceedingly im-
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proper for any member of the House, or for
the Houseitselfto eveninsinuateany instruc-
tion to an ambassadorsetting out tonegotiate
a treaty. He (Mr. MAcKENZIE) was induced
—andhehadregretteditever since —toallow
the leader of the then Governmenttosetout
for such a purpose without an expression
of the opinion of the House having
first been obtained, but he supposed the
hon. gentleman possessed such an extended
knowledge of the wants and peculiar cir-
cumstances of the country as would enable
bim to have that treaty executed in such
& way as would not call forth the condem-
nation of the people afterwards. He would
not now discuss the Reciprocity Treaty,
and therefore would say nothing further on
that point., The hon. gentleman on the
present occasion had given the House a
somewhat different definition of the power
of the Crown in respect to treaties, laying
down the principle that it was not capable
of executing any treaty without the same
having been submitted to and sanc-
tioned by Parliament, and he took
the ground that the treaty with the
Indians could scarcely be held to be
a treaty without its baving received the
sanction of Parliament. This, however,
was not the first negotiation with the In-
dians since Confederation, and he had no
recollection of the hon. gentleman submit-
ting any previous treaty for the approval |
of Parliament. The lLon. gentleman had
either changed his views or had neglected
to perform his duties ; he must accept one
or the other alternative. The poor In-
dians on the plains would not be able to
understand that the treaty was of no force
and effect until it had been discussed and
approved in Parliament ; and he would
state frankly that the Government did not
propose to submit the treaty with the In-
dians, for the approval of Parliament, be-
fore considering it already ratified. The
Government would not deal with the In-
dians in that manner. Everything that
devolved on us in consequence of that

. treaty would come before Parliament. The
immediate result of the treaty was that we
had obtained possession of their lands, and
a sum would be placed in the estimates to
pay for them, and the very voting of
the money for the purchase of these lands
was in itself practically the adoption of the
treaty by the House. It was of the ut-
most importance that nothing should be
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done that would deprive us of the confi-
dence that the Indians reposed in the good
faith of the Canadian Government, and he
was sure the leader of the Opposition
would not insist on the views which he
somewhat injudiciously gave utterance to
to-day on this subject. With respect to
Ministerial explanations, he had mnot the
slightest objection to give the explanations
asked for. He had also been reminded of
his omission to do this last year, but he
wasnot toblamefor that omission. He had
stated that after the address was passed he
would be prepared to give the explanations
whenever asked, but he was never asked
to give them, probably owing to the ill
health which necessitated the frequent ab-
sence of the leader of the Opposition. He
was glad to observe that the hon. gentle-
man was not better able to attend to
his parliamentary duties, and he would
give these explanations on Monday, to-
gether with an explanation of the changes
made in the Government last year. He
was particularly anxious at the earliest
opportunity to refer to the changes in the
Government last year, because he conceived
that the Minister of Justice had been
grievously and unjustly dealt with by the
members of the Opposition, as he would be
able to show when the time came. He
was not aware that there was any other
subject which it was necessary for him to
refer to on the present occasion. He ap-
preciated the courtesy of the hon. gentle-
men of the Opposition in taking the course
they had taken in reference to the Ad-
dress, and he had merely to say one word
in conclusion in reference to His Excer-
LENCY's official tour in the West, to which
the leader of the Opposition had very
happily referred. No better emigration
agency was ever adopted than the publica-
tion of His EXCELLENCY'S speeches-—es-
pecially his speech at Toronto—and the
record of the tour generally ; and a very
great deal had already been accomplished
by this means, in securing for this country
the favorable notice of the English public.
During last year a large number of distin-
guished gentlemen from England visited
Canada, their first impressions being de-
rived from some of these very speeches.
He joined with the leader of the Opposi-
tion in congratulating the hon. members
for Levis and East Elgin upon the ability
they had shown to-day, and their introduc-
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tion as speakers would have created such
a favorable impression that the House
would desire to hear them frequently.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, in
reply said that when the test of the pro-
posed Reciprocity Treaty was before the
House, it would be a fitting occasion to
discuss in some parliamentary way the
terms of that abortive treaty, so that the
opinions of the representatives of the
people might be expressed upon it, as they
would be valuable for guidance on future
occasions.  With respect to the treaty
with the Indians, he said it was in the
nature of a contract with persons who
were HER MAaJESTY's subjects, though
they were in some degree held to be a
separate body with whom contracts are to
bemade, which areby courtesy calledtreaties.
He should be very sorry thatit should
be understood that any government had
the power to make treaties without the
consent of Parliament, which contained
provisions for the cession of their land.
As great a responsibility might be incur-
red in the acceptance of land as in the
granting of lJand. He did not mean to say
that there was anything in this treaty that
should receive the disapprobation or even
the coldness of this House or any member
of it. For himself he had no reason to
suppose that this treaty was not satisfac-
tory in every way to this country, both’
white and red ; but still it was perfectly
competent for Parliament to disavow
such a treaty if the cession of territory or
the granting of territory should be con-
sidered to be contrary to the best interests
of the country. For that reason he had
made the remark that it would be well in
all treaties with the Indians—for fear they
might not afterwards receive the approba-
tion of Parliament—that some warning
should be given that in case Parliament,
in the exercise of its undoubted right, dis-
approved of the treaty, the Indians should
not suppose that they had been treated
with bad faith. That was all he said. He
had no reason to suppose that the treaty
was not satisfactory or would not prove
satisfactory to the House and the country
as well as to the Indians.

The resolutions were then read a first
time.  The first to the eighth resolution
inclusive were carried without division.
The ninth was adopted on a division. The
tenth and eleventh were adopted without
division, On the twelfth resolution,
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Mr. MASSON asked whether all the
papers, correspondence and other docu-
ments in connection with the North-West
troubles would be submitted to Parliament.
He had himself thought of putting a notice
on the paper asking for all the papers, but
if the Government intended to include all
the papers in their return, that course
would be unnecessary.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—The return
will include everything.

The resolution was then adopted, as
were also the two remaining resolutions,
without division.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
the said resolutions be referred to a Select
Committee composed of Hon. Messrs.
Surre, FourNier, CARTWRIGHT and LAIRD
and Messrs, FRECHETTE and McDouGALL.
—Carried.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE from said
Committee reported a draft address to
His ExceLLency, which was read a first
and second time and ordered to be en-
grossed.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that
said address be presented to His Excrw-
LENCY by such members of this House as
are of the Privy Council—Carried.

SUPPLY.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved,
That this House will, on Monday next,
resolve itselt intoa Committee to consider
a supply to be granted to HER MaJESTY—
Carried.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT laid on the
table the Public Accounts of Canada for
the year ending 30th June, 1874.

Hon. Mr. BURPEE laid on the table
the Trade and Navigation returns for 1874.

On motion of Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE,
the House adjourned at 5.20 p.m.

M = 2
HOUSE OF COMMONRS.
Monday, February 8th, 1875.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock p. m,
NORTH-WEST TROUBLES.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—I rise, Mr.
SPEAKER, for the purpose of propounding
an enquiry on a very important subject,
to my hon. friend the First MINISTER, of
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of which I gave him notice privately on
Saturday last. In the Speech from the
Throne, which we replied to on Friday,
there was an intimation that papers relat-
“ing to the troubles in the North-West
would be laid on the table at a very early
day. Now, sir, the question which I
propose to ask my hon. friend is twofold:
Firstly, as to when these papers will be
brought down to the House; and, second-
ly, as to whether it is the mtentlon of the
Government of which he is the head, to
submit to the House the proposition

founded on these papers, having reference |

to the subject of an amnesty to the people
engaged in the disturbances in the North-
West some years ago, and also with refer-
ence to the cognate subject of the position
of Louis Riel as a member-elect of this
House.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—Sir; — my
hon. friend is right in his remark, that he
gave me notice of hisintention to ask this
question, and I am quife prepared to
answer it. I expect to be able some time
this afternoon to place these papers on the
table of the House ; they are not yet
quite ready but I hope they will be before
the House rises. The Government intend
to deal with both subjects as soon as the
papers are before the House, and I will
place a notice of motion on the paper
tonight for Thursday night in order to
proceed with the consideration of these
questions.

WOODEN AND IRON BRIDGES.

Mr. BLAIN—AS$ the close of last ses-
sion I moved for certain correspondence
relating to the comparative value of iron
and wooden bridges on the Intercolonial
Railway. TheCommittee on printinghad, I
believe, broken up and were unable to
consider the question whether these papers
would be printed or not. I therefore, sir,
with permission of the House, would
move that these documents be printed. I
suppose it would be irregular to send them
to the Printing Committee, as part of the
papers belonging to the session, without a
special motion being made ; and I therefore,
as I think the information is very desir-
able, seeing we have so many public works
now going on, move :—

“That the documents laid on the table
last session, in anwser to an address for
certain papers and correspondence, relat-
ing to the comparative cost of Wooden
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and Iron Bridges on the Intercolonial
Railway, be pr inted and circulated as pu-
blic documents usually are.”

Mr. SPEAKER suggested that this
should take the shape of a formal notice of
motion.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, the
hon. gentleman was quite right in
taking this method to bring the subject of
the printing of these returns, made last
session, before the House. The mction,
as a matter of course, went to the Printing
Committee without the question being put
by Mr. SpEAKER, under Rule 94.

Mr. BLAIN.—The difficulty is that the
Committee is not yet appointed.

Hon Mr. HOLTON.—When the Com-
mittee is appointed, the motion goes to it
as a matter of course.

THE VETERANS OF 1812-14.

Mr. DELORME asked whether it is
the intention of the Government to grant
a pension or a gratification of some kind
to the veterans who served in Canada as
soldiers of the sedentary Militia during
the years 1812, 1813 and 1814.

Hon. Mr. VAIL—The Government
have that matter under their consideration,
and have placed an amount in the esti-
mates which they think will be ample
to grant a pension to the veteransof 1812.

A COURT OF ADMIRALTY.

Mr. WOOD asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to establish
a Court of Admiralty for the inland waters
of the Dominion during the present Ses-
sion of Parliament.

Hon. Mr. FOURINER—A correspon-
dence has been opened between this Gov-
ernment and the Imperial authorities on
this subject. From the answers received,
it appears that some legislation would be
necessary in order to extend to inland
waters the jurisdiction up to this time
confined to maritime waters only. The
Imperial Government having expressed
their willingness to accede to the request
of this Government, it has been deemed
advisable to ask, during this session of the
Imperial Parliament, that the necessary
legislation should be passed.

M. FOURNIER répéte en francais ce
qu'il vient de dire en anglais :

Il y a eu, ditl, échange de correspon-
dance entre le gouvernement impérial et
ce gouvernement, et le résultat est qu'il



20 HOUSE OF
est nécessaire que le gouvernement impé-
rial légifére sur ce sujet pour étendre aux
edux intérieures du Canada, la loi relative
aux eaux sujettes au flux et au reflux.
Sous ces circonstances le gouvernement a
décidé de demander au parlement impérial
de passer cette législation.

THE WELLAND CANAL,
Mr. WOOD asked whether it is the

intention of the Government to deepen
the Welland Canal, so as to secure four-
teen feet of water on the mitre sills,
instead of twelve, as at first contemplated.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—It 1s not
the intention of the Government to go to
a greater depth than twelve feet of water.
I may tell my honorable friend- that the
harbor capacity of the lakes does not seem
to fairly contemplate a greater depth of
water than that, as they could not possibly
be used without an enormous outlay, and
the outlay on the canal even would be so
serious as to deter the Government from
entering into such a great expense. We
have given the question careful considera-
tion, and think that the plan adopted is
the one we must adhere to.

ST. LAWRENCE CANALS,

Mr. WOOD asked whether it was the
intention of the government to proceed
with the enlargement of the St. Lawrence
Canals, and how soon, and whether they
will be of the same capacity when finished
as the Welland Canal {

. Hon. Mr. MACKENZIEIt is the
intention of the Government to proceed
with the enlargement of the St. Lawrence
Canals at an early day. There is not
any pressing hurry for them, however, as
we believe transhipment to smaller ves-
sels in Kingston harbour can be accom-
plished without any very great expense.
The plan for the ultimate works is to
make the locks the same size. The survey
has been made upon an intention to deepen
the St. Lawrence river to no greater depth
than twelve feet. The expense to get
fourteen feet would be still more enormous
than to get the same depth on the Wel-
land, as it would involve the deepening of
a large portion of the channel of the river.
It is the intention of the Government to
proceed, as time and circumstances may
Justify them, in doing any enlarging of
the St. Lawrence canals, to the same depth
as the Welland.

Hon. Mr. Fournier.
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INSPECTORS OF INSURANCE COMPANIES.
Mr. WOOD asked whether it is the

intention of the Government, during the
present session, to introduce an Act pro-
viding for the appointment of inspectors
of insurance companies, both fire and life ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon.
gentleman will observe that in the Speech
from the Throne one of the measures fore-
shadowed is a general Insurance Act.
That Act will provide for a general inspec-
tor of insurance affairs.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY CARS.
Hon. Mr. TUPPER asked whether

tenders have been advertised in Nova
Scotia, for the coal and hay cars required
by the Intercolonial Railway?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE — Perhaps
the House will allow me to ask whether
the question refers to the present or what
time ?

Hon, Mr. TUPPER explained that he
meant the supply of hay and coal cars the
Superintenden€ of Railways intimated it
was the intention of the Government to
put on the road. The question was put
in consequence of a telegram from a con-
tractor in Nova Scotia who had seen no
notice and had not had an opportunity of
competing for the cars.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—Proposals
were invited, as I understand, from the
various manuficturers of cars in the
Dominion for a certain number of cars,
and a firm in St. John sent the lowest
tender of any, either in the United States
or Canada, I was afterwards told that
another firm, in Halifax I think, which
was in the habit of doing this business
had not seen any notice, and as the
first tender did not comprise all that was
required by the road, I understand that
the superintendent gave a contract to the
Halifax firm at the same rate as the
other,

THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER.

Mr. BLAIN asked whether the Govern-
ment have cansed to be made a survey of
the St. Lawrence with a special view to
ascertain whether a depth of fourteen feet
of navigable water can be obtained at a
reasonable outlay ; and, if so, what is the
result ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—A careful
survey has been made of the River St.
Lawrence and the Government are in
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possession, as nearly as can be possibly
ascertained, of the cost of obtaining
twelve feet navigation. We are not in
possession of information as to fourteen
feet navigation, because it was not con-
templated when the survey was under-
taken. I may say, however, that the cost
would be a very unreasonable one, and the
Government would not be justified in
undertaking the work.

HIS EXCELLENCY'S COMMISSION.

Mr. MASSON moved for a copy of His
Excellency the Governor General’s com-
mission, and of the Royal Instructions
which accompanied it. Carried.

COMMUTATION OF LEPINE'S SENTENCE.

Mr. MASSON moved that an Address
be presented to His Excellency the
Governor-General for copies of all papers,
Orders in Council and correspondence
relating to the commutation of the sen-
tence passed on A. Lepine in Manitoba
for the death of Thomas Scott. He said :
In making this motion, I desire to draw
the attention of the House to a document
which has been published in the Ogficial
Gazetle of thif country, and consequently
under the authority of the Government,
which has affected public opinion con-
siderably in the country within the last
few days. It is as follows :—

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
January 15th, 1875.

Sir,—1 am commanded by the Governor-
General to inform you that His Excellency has
had ynder his full and anxious consideration the
evidence and other documents connected with
the trial of Ambroise Lepine, who has been
capitally convicted before the Court of assize
beld at Winnipeg on the 10th day of October,
1874, of the murder of Thomas Scott, on the
4th of March, 1870, at Fort Garry.

Although His Excellency entirely agrees with
the finding of the Jury, and consiti’ers that the
crime, of which the prisoner Lepine has been
convicted, was nothing less than a cruel and
unjustifiable murder, he is of opinion that sub-
sequent circumstances, and, notably, the rela-
tions into which the Provincial Authorities of
Manitoba entered with the prisoner and his
associates, are such as, in a great degree, to
fetter the hands of Justice.

It further appears to His Iixcellency that the
case has passed beyond the province of Depart-
mental Administration, and that it will be best
dealt with under the Royal Instructions, which
authorize the Governor-General, in certain
capital cases, to dispense with the advice of his
Ministers, and to exercise the Prerogative of
the Crown according to his independent judg-
ment, and on hig 6wn personal responsibility.

Hot. Mi. Mackenzie.

I have it, therefore, in command to inform
you that it is His Excellency’s pleasure that the
capital sentence passed upon the prisoner Lepine
be commuted into two years’ imprisonment in
gaol from the date of conviction, and the per-
manent forfeiture of his political rights.

His Excellency desires that the necessary,
instrument for giving effect to this commutation
be forthwith prepared.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

H, C. FTLETCHER,
Governor-General's Secretary.

To the Honorable
The Minister of Justice, Ottawa.

Sir, I am not desirous of discussing the
constitutionality or unconstitutionality
of this document. I am mnot ready
to consider even the bearing it may
have upon Ministers of the Crown,
His Excellency’s advisers in this House,
and before the country. I do not even
want to search into the reasons which
have induced His Excellency to adopt
such a course, which, to say the least of
it, is unusual, if not entirely unprece-
dented. Neither is it my intention to
enter into a consideration of the declara-
tion made by the Government, which I
must say, in all frankness and allhonesty, so
far is, inmy humble opinion, quite satisfac-
tory. But I thought it my duty to seize
this first opportunity to protest most res-
pectfully, but at the same time most ear-
nestly, against the unfortunate expression
which I find in the first paragraph of this
letter : ¢“Although His Excellency entirely
agrees with the finding of the jury, and con-
siders that the crime of which the prisoner
Lepine has been convicted was nothing
less than a cruel and unjustifiable murder.”
I protest against any such expression, and
I protest, moreover, against the conclusion
at which—in fact, T am in a bad position ;
I do not know whether to say the Gov-
ernor-General or the Government; but,
of course, the Government can relieve
me; if they don't I shall take the papers
as they are, and say the Governor-Gen-
eral—at which His Excellency has arrived.
Sir, this verdiet—it is a verdict—this sen-
tence will go through this country and
will cause immense disappointment to a
great number of HEr MAJESTY’s loyal sub-
jects, who expected—without considering
in the smallest degree the question of
amnesty itself—that if parties implicated
in those troubles were brought to frial,
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and justice took its course, at least an im-
mediate pardon would ensue, as many
people, in the Province of Quebec espe-
cially, were led to understand would be
the case.  Sir, this unfortunate expression
will cause, I will not say discontent—no;
but it will cause deep sorrow and grief

among the loyal French population of Mani- ;

toba, who, notwithstanding the very strong
charge of the judge, and notwithstanding
the verdict of a packed jury—I hold myself
entirely responsible for everywordl say—
who notwithstanding the verdict of a pack-
ed jury still consider that M. LEPINE 1s
entitled to the respect, the esteem and
the love of all that population. It will
also cause grief and sorrow to the numer-
ous petitioners from all parts of this coun-
try who have respectfully approached His

Excellency and asked him to extend to |
'no crime however enormous which is

LEPINE that mercy which is the noblest
prerogative of the Crown. Thosethousands
of petitioners, those thousands of loyal sub-
jects of HER MaJsEsTY will not be able to
avoid feeling that if state reasons or poli-
tical difficulties connected with this vexed
question rendered it necessary for the Gov-
ernor General to adopt the course that he
hag adopted they might at least have been
spared the humiliation of it going to the
whole country, that they have interested
themselves for a man who is nothing but
a criminal, guilty of a crime so cruel, so
unjustifiable, that perpetual deprivation of
political rights, that is to say eternal
degradation, is not a punishment in pro-
portion to the guilt that he has committed.
Sir, we may say what we please, but if
the action of M. LEPINE was not the con-
sequence of the organization of a govern-
ment which he thought had the real
authority in the country it was a crime
such as to deprive those who were guilty
of it of any sympathy. But notwithstand-
ing the verdict of the jury, notwithstand-
ing this letter which I have read and
which grieves me and grieves a majority of
the population of Lower Canada and which
must grieve I know a majority of the well-
thinking English population of this coun-
try—notwithstanding that verdict and this
letter from such high authority, 1 still
maintain as a
petitioners and the loyal population, of
Lower Canada still maintain, that M.
LEPINE i$ not a murderer in the sense of
the word which carries with it degradation,
shaine and humiliation, T will not dwell

Mr. Mcwson.

pLumonm myself, and the?
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at length upon the reasons which induce
me to say that M. LEPINE is. not a
murderer in that sense. The position at
which the Government have arrived will
necessarily be the subject of discussion
before this House, and I still hope the
question will come before the House in
such a form that all sides may be able not
to discuss the question but to congratulate
them upon the decision at which they have
arrived. But I will take up this letter
itself, and whoever is responsible for it
bore on its very face a contradiction’
Look at the second paragraph :—“It fur-
ther appears to His Excellency that the
case has passed beyond the province of
Departmental Administration.” Why has
it passed beyond the province of Depart-
mental Administration? Was it because
of the enormity of the crime? There is

beyond the mnoble prerogative of mercy of
the Crown, and 1 may say more, the more
enormous the crime the easier it will be
for the Governor General to adopt a
course upon the subject, because the easier
it will be for his Advisers to give advice
upon it. Is it because it is beyond the
function of Her MasesTY’s constitutional
advisers? No. The offence is one which
has been adjudged by one of our own tri-
bunals, and consequently our Minister of
Justice can advise His Excellency upon
it, and if the Governor General is obliged
to act upon his own responsibility it is
because he himself feels that there is some-
thing in the offence, which takes it beyond
an ordinary offence. If the sentence which
was passed upon M. LEPINE was for a
common crime His Excellency would have
found all his advisers ready to give him
advice upon the subject. Sir, this letter
is unfortunate on another score. His
Exccllency states  that “he is of the
opinion “that subsequent circumstances,
and notably the relations into which the
Provincial authorities of Manitoba entered
with the prisoner and his associates, are
such as in a great degree to fetter the
hands of justice.” Now, I think any
gentleman in this House who wishes to
examine the question fairly and impartially
will say that this paragraph says a great-
deal too much, if the action of the Provin-
cial authorities was not approved by the
Federal Government, and will also admit
that it does not go fa,r enough if the action
of the local authorities was approved and
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endorsed by the Federal Government.
What are the facts ' The country was
then threatened with an invasion, It was
considered then in that country that un-
less the French population came forward
and offered themselves to defend the coun-
try, the country would be lost to us.
‘What did the Lieutenant Governor, the
representative of HER MasesTy in  that
country, do? He appealed to RieL, Le-
PINE, and others, to come forward in
defence of their country. Did they refuse?
No, they immediately came forward, and
everybody who has read the evidence be-
fore the Committee of Enquiry, knows
that if that country has been saved to
Canada we owe it to the efforts of the
parties implicated in that unfortunate
affair, and the good will of the French
population of Manitoba.  This being the
fact, what is the consequence ? Can you
appeal to any man who Is not a subject of
Her MaJesTy, totakeup the swordin de-
fence of the country, and when he comes
forward receive him and treat him as one
of Hrr MajsesTY's loyal subjects, and
entrust him with the sword in defence
of the country, and at the same time
decide that that man shall pass two years
in gaol as a common crimiuval, with
thicves, robbers, and burglars, and for the
rest of his life condemned to the loss of
his political rights. There is no use
referring to the authorities on this
subject. The best authority is our own
feelings, our own judgment, our own com-
mon sense, and our feelings, judg-
ment and common sense tell us it is
impossible to consider the man that you
have entrusted with the defence of the
country as a common criminal. I come
now to the last paragraph of this docu-
ment. I will not touch upon the subject
of the third paragraph, which certainly
places Her Masusty’s advisers in this
House in a very awkward position, and I
hope as I have said that such a course
will be taken as will not necessitate the
recurrence of this question in the future.
The last. paragraph is as follows :

T have it, thevefore, in conanand to inform
you that it is His Excellency's p]easuu, that
the Capital sentence passed upon the prisoner
Lepine he commuted into two years’ imprison-
ment in gaol from the date of conviction, and
the perm: 1anent forfeiture of his political rights.”

Now, sir, T suppose I need not say that
this Vel‘dl(,t will be received with immense

2Mr: Masson,
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grief and sorrow by the great majority of
the people of this country. I readily un-
derstand—1I who know the circumstances,
who know the country and the people, who
know Mr. LEPINE himself-—I readily un-
derstand that he who is the father of eight
children, the responsibility of whose sup-
port and education rested upon him, will
feel that the sparing of his life is a great
boon, because, notwithstanding the humili-
ation that he will have to bear, whether
he remains a patriot in his country or an
exile for ever, he will always be in a posi-
tion in future years to support his family.
But I say as a political man, and regard-
ing this as a political question, this verdict
of His ExCELLENCY is a step backwards.
Mr. Sreaker, I must give the reasons
why I now ask for these papers. 1 have
thought it my duty to enter my protest,
because I know the whole population of
Lower Canada and of Manitoba, and I
may say the whole thinking population
of Canada protest against the course which
has been adopted. I ask for all the docu-
ments to be laid before the House,because
I see in the letter of His Excellency the
Governor General a reference to some
documents whith arc not before us ; also,
there is a sad rumour—it is more than a
ramour—ecirculating among the public
that the papers conveying the Act of
Clemency, so called, by His Excellency,
reached Manitoba after the time appoint-
ed for the execution. Explanations have
been given of the fact that the documents
relating to that subject had been present-
ed privately to Lieutcnant-Governor
Morgris three or four weeks before. Sir,
it will be interesting to the House to
know that a public print, an organ of the
Government, announced that it was auth-
orized to say that the instructions on the
subject of the coinmutation of Lerine’s
sentence had been in the hands of Lieut.-
jovernor Morrrs long before the date
of the execution, and consequently
LEPINE ran no risk of being executed.
It is important to the House to know by
whom this journal had been authorised
to make such statement ; also, how it
oceurred  that, it His Jxcellency the
Governor-General had come to the deter-
mination to issue this commutation of
sentence, notice thereof did not reach
Manitoba in time to avoid all difficulty,
and how it is that these papers, which
were written weeks ago, are onlv pvldwlxwl
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in this country after the elections in
Ontario. If Lieutenant-Governor Morris
had been notified over a month ago that
the sentence was to be commuted, how is
it that the papers were only signed a few
days after the elections in Ontario ; and
who advised the Governor-General to
delay the issuing of the proclamation,
when His Excellency had resolved four
weeks ago to commute LEPINE'S sentence.
The effect has been to keep LEPINE in hot
water during one month longer than was
necessary. The Government will well
understand that the members of the House
are entitled to know how it occurred that
the decision of the Governor-General,
which had been determined four weeks
before the matter was known to the public,
was kept back from the public until after
the Ontario Elections. I begto move the
resolution which I have read.

Mr. MACKENZIE BOWELL,—Mr.
SPEAKER, before the motion is put I think
it well that some one should object, and it
is only that which I propose to do at this
moment to the strong language used by
the hon. member for Terrebonne in refer-
ence to the Judge and Jury which tried
this case. It is not my purpose now to
discuss the question before the House ; 1
think that can be much better done when
we have all the papers before us, but I
simply rise to protest against the bold
declaration on his part that the Jury was
a packed one. I also desire to call the
attention of the House to the fact that on
that Jury there were only two men of
purely white extraction, four being of
Anglo-Indian origin and six being French
half-breeds. I, don’t think that at so
important a trial any criminal could have
been placed at the bar in a more favorable
position than was LEPINE, so far as the
Jury was concerned. The language used
by the Governor General in his letter is
fully in accord with the charge of the
Judge who tried the case in passing sen-
tence. Having entered my protest against
the use of this strong language, I have no
desire to discuss the general question at
present ; no doubt it will come before the
House in another shape when the papers
are before it, and we can then enter fully
into the question and the responsibility of
the Cabinet Ministers in tendering, as 1
presume they did, the advice they did to
His Excellency the Governor General in
réference to this matter,

B, Mashon
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Mr. MASSON desired to offer a few
remarks in reply. He denied that he had
used too strong language in respect to the
Judge, who made a strong charge. "When
the whole papers were submitted to the
House he would show, by documents fyled
in Court, that the Jury was a packed one ;
that a very learned criminal lawyer who
went from Quebec to Manitoba protested
against the packing of the Jury, by which
the lists were not followed, but the names
of persons favorable to the prisoner and
adverse to the Crown were passed over.
That fact could be proved, and if all the
papers were laid before the House they
would on their face establish the charge
that the Jury was a packed one.

Mr. SCATCHERD —T1 rise, M.
SPEAKER, for the purpose of taking excep-
tion to that portion of the address of the
hon. member for Terrebonne in which he
stated that it was the opinion of many
people in this country that the North-
West would have been lost to Canada if
it had not heen for the action of some of
the parties that were implicated in those
troubles. Now, sir, I believe it was never
the opinion of any member of this House,
or of any number of people outside of this
House, that either RIEL or any of the
people concerned in the first insurrection
there, by anything they could do, or by
any assistance they could give, either in
the North-West or outside, could have
severed that country either from Canada
or Great Britain. T believe, sir, it never
was the opinion of any of the members of
this House or people of this country that
anything LePINE or those concerned in
those troubles afterwards, when the
Fenians attempted to invade that country,
could have severed the country either
from Canada or Great Britain. I protest
against it being thought for one moment
that those people saved the country to
Great Britain, because we found, although
they were quite ready to fight against
defenceless inhabitants, they had not the
courage to face the troops which went up
under Sir GARNET WOLSELEY, but ran
away.

Mr MOUSSEAU-—It has been said
by no less a personage than Lieutenant
Governor ArcHIBALD that the action of
the French half breeds had saved the
country.

Mr. LAURIER said he rose to call
attention to the fact that the House was
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entering upon a very irregular discussion. lspectfully, to discuss such an important

The tnne had passed for recriminations, |

State document. A few days ago a

and in view of the praissworthy action of w’ gentleman who had been 1ecﬂnt1v apy Joint-

the Government in endeavoring to heal |
the wound caused by a wrong pohcy the

only step the House had to adoot was that |
He was exc%dmrfly | House.
sorry to have listened to the language | but he would try to remember it.

of burying the past.

used by the member for Terrebonne. He
(Mr. LauriEr) wasa French Liberal, and his
party was called the party of de*na(ro«"rues
It would not be the ungracious a ﬁv of
one of the party of demagorrues to eriti-
cise the action of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General. That duty had apparently

devolved on a member of the Conservative |

party. He regretted the tone of the de-
bate, and hoped that on Thursday they
would hear the last of the North West
troubles.

Mr. MASSON desived to explain his
position.

Mr. CAUCHON raised a question of
order, that the member had already
spoken.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said, as the
hon. gentleman from Quebec persisted in
his objection, he moved the adjournment
of the House.

Hon. My. CAUCHON said that no-
thing but personal explanations would be
permissable.  There must be an end to
the debate.

Mr. MASSON observed that as there
wasa motion now before the chair,he would
speak to it. He did not wish to impose
himself upon the House, but at the same
time he would state that it was not a per-
sonal explanation that he wished to make.
The hon. member who raised the ohjection
knew the answer he was going to make.

Mr. SPEAKER ruled that as a motion
for adjournment had been made, the hon.
member for Terrebonne had a right to
speak.

Mr. MASSON then proceeded with his
reply. He denied that he had acted as a
demagogue, or had treated His Excellency
disrespectfully, either in regard to the
Pacific Railway, or any other subject. The
name of His E\C@Hency had been brought
before the House, and he was compelled
to refer to it in the course of his speech.
His Ixcellency had stated in his letter
that he was alone responsible for the com-
mutation of LEPINE's senteuce, and it was
absurd to argue that members were not to
be allowed hone\ﬂ\ Lonorally, and re-

Mr. Laurier.

ed a Senator, made use of language
respecting His Excellency, which he (Mr.
Massox) would not dare to repeat to the
He would not read the langnage,
Th(\
document to which he referred was, he
believed, the production of a gentleman
occupying a high representative position
in this country. It stated that the Gov-
ernor General had up to this time been a
popular representative of Hrr MAasEsTy,
but by his action in this matter he has in-
scribed his name behind those of our
most execrated Governors.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE rose to a
point of order. The whole of the hon.
gentleman’s speech and his quotations were
most disrespectful to Her MasEsTY's re-
presentative in this Dominion, and he was
sorry that he should have considered it not
beneath his dignity to attribute the expres-
sion of the sentiments alludedtotoany one,
seeing that he knew nothing of their
origin.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said, while
he was sorry that the language in reference
to His Excellency the Governor-General
bhad been repeated, he was bound to say
that his hon. friend from Terrebonne was
quite justified in the course he had taken,
in view of the language made use of by
the hon. gentleman on the other side of the
House, who had used the term dema-
gogue.

Myr. LAURIER—No.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said the
hon. gentleman had remarked that the
whole Conservative party of Lower Can-
ada were demagogues, and that his (Mr.
LAURIER’S) party were not demagogues at
all.

Mr. LAURIER
used the language.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said such
was the substance of the hon. gentleman’s
remarks, if they had any substance at all,
and his hon. friend from Terrebonne was
quite justified in quoting the language of
a gentleman who cortainly l»elonﬂ'@d o the
p.u*t\' of the hou. member for Al'thd‘)askd,
and who had been raised to one of the
highest legislative positions in the Domi-
nion. His hon. friend from Terreborne
was quite justified in resenting the indig-
nity and obloquy thrown across the floor,

denied that he had
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and showing what those gentlemen were
themselves capable of doing ia times of
excitement. '

Mr. LAURIER rose for a personal
explanation. He was happy that, if he
had been misunderstood upon the other
side of the House, he at least had been
understood upon his own side. The
language he had made use of was this:—
He had said that he was a Liberal from
Lower Canada and that his party had
always been represented for the last twenty
vears as demagogues by the party to which
the hon. gentleman from Terrebonne
belonged ; and he congratulated his friends
that upon this occasion the ungracious
duty of criticising the action of Mis
Excellency would not belong to the dema-
gogues, but to one upon the other side of
the House. He did not say that the
hon. gentleman was a demagogue. He
could not then have said that the homn.
gentleman was a demagogue, for he had
not then heard his speech.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said he had
moved the adjournment of the House be-
cause he thought the rule which had been
applied to his hon. friend somewhat arbi-
trary.
his motion.

Motion for adjournment withdrawn, by
permission.

The original motion was then agreed to.

MILITIA MEN oF 1812-13.

‘Mr. PELLIETIER movedanaddress to
His Excellency the Governor-General for
a statement, showing the names, ages and
places of residence of all militia men of
1812-13, who have transmitted to the
Imperial Government their claims for pen-
sions and indemnities.

The motion was agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE moved that a
Special Committee of seven members be
appointed to prepare and report, with all
convenient speed, lists of members to
compose Sclect Standing Committees or-
dered by this House, Mossrs. MACKENZIE,
A. J. Smrra, Fournier, Hovnron, Tupree,
Sir Joun A. Macponanp, and Mr, Magson
to compose said Committee.

The motion was agreed to.

EXPENSES OF SPECIAL COMMITTEXS,
Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved, That
the Clergk do lay on the table a statement
Hon, Sir John A. Maclonnld,

He now boegged leave to withdraw |

i North-West, in
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of expenses incurred by Spectal Commit-
tees during the last session of this Parlia-
ment the expenses of each committee to
be separately stated.

Mr. BOWELL said the information
asked for would be found in the Journals
of last session, in connection with a motion
made by himself, the expenses of each
committee being separately stated.

Mzr. ROSS said, if the statement of the
hon. gentleman was correct, he was will-
ing to withdraw his motion.

The motion was allowed to stand.

PROCEEDINGS OF 31sT MARCH, AND 9TH
APRIL, 1874,

Mr. BOWELL moved, That the entry
in the journals of this House of 31st of
March and 9th of April, 1874, relating to
the examination of Attorney-General
Crarkg, Detective Hamirrox, and police-
man McVEITY be now read.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON trusted the hon.
gentleman would not persist in this
motion, after the very explicit declaration
from the Government in the afternoon, of
their intention to take the initiative in
respeet to this, and to other matters con-
nected with the difficulties of the North-
West to which this motion referred. He
helieved it was the uniforin practice of
Parliament whenever the Government
avowed their intention to take the initia-
tive in respect to any subject whatever, to
leave it In their hands entirely. In this
case the leader of the Government had
made a statement to the House of what
he proposed to do, and he thought there
would be a manifest propriety in pursuing
the customary course upon this occasion.
Of course they could not separate the
subject of the hon. gentleman’s motion
from the other matters relating to the
respeet of which  the
announcement had. been made in the
Speech from  the Throne, that papers
would be laid upon the table, and in
respect of which the First Minister had,
to-day, declared that he would be in a
position to bring them down early. He
considered the House was not in a position
to deal with the subjeet, and therefore he
would suggest that the hon. gentleman
should leave the initiative to the Govern-
ment.

Mr. BOWELL said it was not his in-
tention to proceed with the other motion,
of which he had given notice, at the pre-
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gent time. He could see, however, no
impropriety in taking the step that he
proposed, of having the journals read in
order to prepare this House for a subse-
quent motion in case the action which the
Ministry might take did not accord with
what he and those who thought as he did,
believed it should be. TIf the first Minis-
ter of the Crown was prepared to say to
this House that it was the intention of
the Government to take steps to rid this
House of an unworthy member, he would
leave the entire responsibility to them,
and proceed no further. He could not
perceive that it would interfere’ in the
least with the course the Ministry intend-
ed to pursue, if the Journals were read.
It would only place him in a position to
take the course he intended and be pre-
pared to make his other motion and bring
the matter before the House. The motion
for the expulsion of Lours RikL, the mem-
ber elected in September last for Proven-
cher, would not be moved by him (Mr.
BowgLs) until the Government had indi-
cated the course they intended to pursue—
until next Thursday. He liked to be
prompt in this matter, because the House
should act promptly. He was not aware,
from reading the authorities, that even if
the Government did come down with a
proposition for a general amnesty, and it
should be Her MaJEsTY's pleasure to
grant such amnesty, that the House should
allow RIEL to take a seat among
them. The authorities were sufficiently
clear on this point, and some of the most
eminent law officers of the Crown had laid
down this principle, that though amnesty
and a full pardon might have been granted
by Her MaJsesty, such circumstances
might have transpired in connection with
the crime with which the person was
charged, as would justify the House of
Commons in expelling him from their
midst.  ITe (Mr. BoweLL) mentioned this
fact in order that the House might fully
understand the position that he, at least,
occupied in reference to this matter, and
Le believed that he spoke the sentiments
of a large number, if not a majoity, of
this House. If he could see the force of
thie appeal which liad been miade by the hon.
member for Chateauguay, he certainly
would allow this matter to stand ; but, not
having that confidence in the Government
which his hon. friend had, he was not pre-
pared, until he knew what their cowse
Mr. Bowell,
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was to be, to delay placing the House in a
position to proceed with the matter. He
thought that the House expected, when
that return was read by DMr. SrEAKER,
that it was the duty of the Government to
have at once objected to its reception, and
had they done so, it would certainly
have met with his (Mr. BoweLy's)
approval. He would have taken such a
course himself but for the objection
which he thought might possibly have
been taken to it, and for that reason he
had allowed the matter to remain until
now. He intended to follow wup this
motion with another, to prove to the

! House that this Louis RIEL was the same

Louts RieL who was elected in 1872 and
expelled from Parliament.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the step which
the hon. gentleman proposed to take
to-day, and which he said he did not intend
to follow up with the other motion, in
view of the declaration made by the
Government, was an initial step. Now,
it was sound doctrine, and the hon, leader
of the Opposition would not dissent from
it, that when the Ministry had announced
their intention to take action in a matter
in any way, whether in matters of privi-
lege affecting the House, or matters affect-
ing the country generally, it was the duty
of the House to leave the initiative in their
hands. Nobody was bound to accept their
proposition, but the House was bound to
wait the proposition which the Ministry
had intimated their intention to lay before
the House. As to time, he would point
out that no time could possibly be lost by
the hon. gentleman waiving the prelimin-
ary motion for the present. If he chose
to proceed with it as a matter of privilege
he could make s motion at any time for
reading the Journals.  The hon. gentleman
had given notice of his intention to make
another motion consequent upon this, and
he surely would wait before submitting
that motion to the House, to see what the
action of the Government would be.
Clearly by his own argument and by pre-
cedent he should wait. He could do so
the more veadily hecause as to the question
of time it was quite impossible he could
lose anything by pursuing that conrse.

Right Hon. Sir JOHN MACDONALD
said he quite agreed with his hon. friend
that, after the announcement of the
Government which ¢overed this motion
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explicitly,the motion might not be pressed
for the present.

Hon. Mr. HOLTON,-—Yes, quite so.

Right Hon. Sir JOHN MACDONALD
—1 think, then, my hon. friend had better
not press his motion, but let it stand as
well as the next motion.

The motion was allowed to stand.

THE LEPINE COMMUTATION.

Mr. SPEAKER read a message from
His Excellency the Governor-General, as
follows :—

The Governor-General transmits for the
information of the House of Commons, copies of
a correspondence which has taken place with
the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, relating to the commutation of the
sentence of death passed on Ambroise Lepine
for the murder of Thomas Scott at Fort Garry.

Government House,

February 8, 1875.

Mr. MASSON-—Will this meet the
motion I have made just now for all the
papers

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—T told the
hon. gentleman that all the papers will be
brought down. It does not meet all the
hon. gentleman refers to.

Mr. MASSON—Do these papers con-
tain the Judge’s charge and the report of
the trial ?

Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE—They do
not contain the report of the trial. I
think we have the report of the trial and
the Judge’s charge, and, if so, there is no
objection to bringing them down.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK —Do these
papers include any Orders in Council that
passed on the subject ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—They in-
clude one Order in Council which relates
to the troubles.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK—Does the re-
turn include any with regard to the com-
mutation ?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—There is no

such Order in Council.

REPORTS AND RETURNS.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD brought down the re-
port of the Geological Survey for 1873-74.

Hon. Mr. VAIL brought down copies of
all correspondence, reports and orders be-
tween the Militia authorities and the
Militia, or any other departinent in refer-
ence to the military movements on the
Niagara frontier in the year 1860,

()n motion of Hon, Mr. MACKENZTE,
the House adjourned at 4:30 p. in.

.P;';}hé Hon. B Johin A. Macdonald.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Tuesday, February 9th, 1875.

The SpeaRER took the chair at 3
o'clock p. m., and announced that the
seat for the constituency of Berthier
had been vacated by the appointment of
A. H. PAQUETTE to the Senate, and that a
new writ had been issued.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE presented the
report of the Select Committee appointed
to prepare a list of members of the
Standing Committees. He said that
although it was somewhat irregular, he
would, if no objection was taken, propose
the adoption of the report without notice,
in order that the Committees might get to
work as soon as possible. The names pro-
posed on the several Committees were
very nearly the same as before, and if
there were any omissions they could easily
be supplied afterwards.—Report adopted.

MARINE TELEGRAPII COMPANIES.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE introduced a
Bill entitled an Act to regulate the Con-
struction and Maintenance of Marine
Telegraph Companies. He explained that
this was the same Bill, with very slight
alterations, that was introduced last ses-
sion by the hon. member for South Bruce
(Mr. Bragg), and carried through the
House. The Government thought they
ought to be responsible for such a Bill,
and therefore it was now introduced as a
Government measure. He had expecied
to have the Bill ready to lay beior the
House to-day, but it had not yet been
received from the printers. On the
second reading he would give full explana-
tions as to the scope of the Bill, and to
what had taken place during the recess in
reference to it.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD suid that
he understood from thehon. gentleman that
the Bill was the same in substance as that
passed last session, the Government feeling
it their duty to bringitin as a Government
measure and take the responsibility of it.
Still he understood that some alterations
were proposed and it would be satisfactory
for the House to know at the earliest
possible  moment what those alterations
were. His lon. friend knew that the
practice in England with regard to all
public Billg, éertainly with anu'd to Go-
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vernment Bills, was for the introducer to
explain the provisions of the Bill. That
was the general rule, though there were
exceptions to it. The Lenefit of this plan
was that members weie prepared when
the Bill came up for the second reading to
give due weight and considerations to the
arguments of the introducer,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he quite
admitted the general rule as stated by his
honorable friend, but it was not always
possible to follow it, and it was by no
means a fixed rule. The only important
change in this Bill was a clause providing
for the reservation of any rights which
might have been in existence with regard
to landing cables on Prince Edward
Island. The hon. gentleman was aware
that there was a violent opposition to the
Bill last Session on the part of one of the
Telegraph Companies that profited by the
existing state of things. It was asserted
by Lord MonkK, the Chairman of that
Company, that vested rights were seriously
interfered with by the Bill, and he was
enabled by his personal influence in Eng-
land to effect a very considerable diversion
of public opinion in his favor. The Gov-
ernment had felt bound, therefore, to
reserve the Bill for HER MAaJESTY'S sanc-
tion, and the result was that the Law
Officers and the CoLONIAL SECRETARY
decided the Bill was within the com-
petency of our Parliament. He conceived
it was to the interest and honor of this
country that it should be enforced, and he
had therefore informed his hon. friend
from South Bruce that he would prefer
taking charge of his Bill as a Government
measure, in order that it might have the
influence of the Government in passing
through the House, and in order also that
the Government might assume with
respect to it their proper responsibility.

Bill read a first time.

REPEAL OF CHAP. 147, N. 8. STATUTES.

Hon. Mr. FOURNIER introduced a
Bill intituled “An Act to repeal certain
provisions of an Act of the Legislature of
Nova Scotia.” He explained that the
object of the Bill was to repeal the first ten
sections of Chapter 147 of the Revised
Statutes of Nova Scotia, (Third Series,)
relating to offences, trespasses and assaults,
and felonies committed by persons under
fourteen years of age. These provisions
had not by inadvertence been repealed by
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the Criminal Law of 1869, and the Nova
Scotia Legislature was not competent to
deal with them. The object of the Bill
was to repeal them, so that all such offen-
ces would come under the provisions of the
general criminal law of 1869.

Hon. M. FOURNIER répéte en fran-
cais ce qu'il vient de dire en anglais. Le
bill qu’il introduit est pour rappeler lo
147me chapitre des statuts revisés de la
Nouvelle-Ecosse qui se trouve en contra-
diction avec la législation fiédérale de
1869.

MILITIA AMENDMENT ACT.

Hon Mr. VAIL introduced a Bill to
amend the Dominion Militia and Defence
Acts. He stated that during the recess
the Government had been fortunate in
procuring the services of a gentleman of
high rank in the Imperial service, and
who had great experience in the manage-
ment of the Militia in other parts of the
Empire, and the object of this Bill was to
make such changes as were necessary in
order to place the Militia of the Dominion
under the control of the Major-General.
It was also proposed to provide for the
appointment of an Adjutant General and
to do away with Deputy Adjutants Gen-
eral for the present. These were the
only changes proposed.

Bill read a first time.

FORETGN ENLISTMENT ACT.

Hon. Mr. FOURNIER introduced a
Bill intituled, “An Act to prevent enlist-
ment in the services of any Foreign State
in certain cases not provided for by the
Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870.” He ex
plained that the principal object of the
Bill was to provide complete and absolute
prohibition of enlistment in the service of
a foreign State, under any circumstances,
covering certain cases to which the Act of
1870 did not apply. The punishment
proposed for violation of the Act was not
to exceed two years’ imprisonment, with
or without hard labour, at the discretion
of the Court, and a fine not exceeding
$200.

Hon. M. FOURNIER répéte ses
remarques en frangais en introduisant son
bill relatif aux enrblements. La loi de
1865 ne sapplique qu'aux cas d'une guerre
entre ' deux pays et non pas A certaines
parties d'un pays en guerre entre elles ou
avec d’autres pays, et reconnues comme
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belle-gérantes, 1l aurait été convenable
d'introduire les dispositions du nouveau
Bill dans la loi de 1865. Mais il importe
de le faire aujourd’hui surtout afin de ren-
dre uniforme la législation sur ce sujet
pour les diverses provinces, dont les unes
suivent la législation impériale. La nou-
velle loi produira dont I'uniformité désira-
ble dans ces matiéres. Un changement
important est introduit par le Bill que je
présente. La loi actuelle semble trop
rgoureuse lorsqu’elle impose sans alterna-
tive une punition de deux-ans aux tra-
vaux forcés et une amende de $200. La
loi telle que modifiée laissera au juge la
discrétion de prononcer la sentence de deux
aus d’emprisonnement avec ou sans les
travaux foreés, plus une pénalité n'exce-
dant pas $200.

MINISTERIAL EXPLANATION.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said—DMr.
SreskER,—Before proceeding with the
orders of the day, I desire to offer a few
words in explanation of the Ministerial
changes that have taken place, which I
promised on Friday. With reference to
the withdrawal of my hon. friend the
member for South Bruce from the Govern-
ment, I have merely to state that his
withdrawal was not caused by any change
of policy or any difference of opinion as to
the policy of the Government, but was dic-
tated solely by considerations personal to
the hon. gentleman himself, and does not
therefore require to be further alluded to,
unless it were to express my own great re-
gret, as well as that of all my colleagues,
that my hon. friend did not feel it consist-
ent with his engagements otherwise to
continue with us in the Government. I
am sure that regret will be shared by gen-
tlemen on both sides of the House. With
reference to the other change that took
place, prior to the meeting of the House
last year, that of the introduction into the
Government of Mr. HuNTINGTON a8
- member of the Council and the retire-
ment of Mr. CarisTiE. Mr. CHRISTIE
retired on being appointed President of
the Senate, and Mr. HUNTINGTON was
invited to join the Administration, as
being a gentleman in entire harmony with
the Government on its general policy. He
accepted that invitation and becamea mem-
ber of the Administration. The chief
explanation that I desire to offer to-day is
with respect to my hon. friend the late
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[ Minister of Justice, who now occupies the
post of Chief Justice of Quebec. That
hon. gentleman was attacked very severely
by the organs of hon. gentlemen opposite,
which urged in defence of their attacks, a
conversation that had passed across the
floor of the House. When the hon.
gentleman leading the Opposition accused
my hon. friend, then seated beside me, of
having in view his elevation to the posi-
tion of Chief Justice of Quebee, he
answered promptly that such a thing had
never been contemplated. That, sir, was
strictly accurate. It never had been
spoken of between the hon. gentleman
and myself. On the contrary, knowing
that the office would have to be filled very
shortly, Mr. Doriox suggssted to myself
three names, some time before that conver-
sation took place, from which he thought
the selection ought to be made. After
Parliament rose, many friends of the hon.
gentleman, and friends of my own, pro-
minent in political life, pressed upon me
that it would not only be just and proper,
but also in the interest of the judiciary of
Lower Canada, that Mr. Dorroxy should
receive the offer of this appointment, and
a hope was expressed that he would accept
it. I never did make that offer to the
hon. gentleman until he was gazetted as
Chief-Justice, and when I made the offer,
he at first declined it, expressing an unwil-
lingness to leave the Government at so
early a period after his accession to the
Administration ; but after taking twenty-
four hours to consider that, and consulting
with his friends, the hon. gentleman
accepted that office, and I am sure no one,
and not the hon. gentleman himself, who
sat long with the Chief Justice in Parlia-
ment, would for one moment think that
that gentleman would be guilty of uttering
anything that looked even like an
improper- remark, far less an evasion of
the truth. Sir, while I felt great pain in
separating from that hon. gentleman as
my chief colleague in the Administration,
I felt also it was due to him above all
other men in this country that he should
receive the offer of the chief Judiciary
appointment in his native Province, and I
am sure all sides of political opinion will
join with me in congratulating the country-
upon his accession to that position. I
felt bound, Sir, in these very few remarks,
to justify my hon. friend who is not here,
and who cannot be here to speak for him-
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self, and place before the House and the
country the real facts in relation to his
appointment. The other change that has
taken place since then was simply the
retirement of Mr. Ross from the position
of Minister of Militia, and wupon his
resignation I offered that post to the
present member for Digby, which offer he
has accepted. That did not involve any
change in any way whatever in the policy
or in the opinions of the Administration.
I shall be glad if anything further is
required that can fairly be asked, to offer
to hon. gentlemen opposite and the
House the very fullest information that it
is proper to give.

RightHon. Sir JOHN MACDONALD
said with reference to the Hon. Mr.
Dorioxn, the present Chief Justice of
Lower Canada, he could only say he deeply
regretied that there should be, even in
appearance, a want of ingenuousness in
his statement to this House. At the
time he (SikR JoHN) ventured in this
House to state what was the very general
impression, he did not do it until after
hearing from many sources that Mr.
Dozrrox was about to take the position of
Chief Justice, and that he was only wait-
ing, as he had a right to walt, until the
close of the session before retiring from
the Government. He (Sir Joun) had
heard that friends from Montreal had
come to Ottawa to press upon Mr. DorioN
to accept it, and that while he did not
announce to them that he was going to
take a judicial appointment, it was gen-
erally understood he was going to accept
the position referred to. Hon gentlemen
would remember that he (SIr JoEHN) said,
in answer to Mr. Dor1on’s statement, that
he did not contemplate accepting a judicial
appointment, that the Gazette would show
within a fortnight or three weeks whether
the report was correct or not. And so it
did, for the appointment was gazetted
very soon after the close of the session,
showing that if the change was not in con-
templation when he (SIr JoBN) spoke, it
was immediately afterward. However,

after the statement just made, he had

nothing more to say. Hon. Mr. Dorion
was a gentleman who had always held a
high position and a high character in
Canada, and he had no doubt would keep
it, but while he regarded him as an orna-
ment to the bench of Lower Canada, he
was bound, in all candour, to say he was
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disappointed in Mr. Dor1ox's taking the
position of Chief Justice. If he had ac-

accepted instead, after duly weigh-
ing his abilities and disabilities, the
Chief  Justiceship of the Superior

Court, he would have been of much more
value than as Chief Justice of Lower
Canada. After his long experience in
Canada, he had shown that he never paid
any attention to criminal law, and never
sufficient avtention to commercial law. In
the Superior Court he would have disting-
uished himself much better than as chief
of a criminal court. Still, he did not say
that Mr. Doriown, with his abilities and
legal and logical mind, would not make a
good Chief Justice, and do credit to the
position he filled. He thought the explan-
ations with regard to the hon, member
for South Bruce were not satisfactory, and
he would tell the reason why. It wasa
matter of very grave importance when a
member of Parliament entered an admin-
istration, and it was of no less impor-
tance when he retired from it. Indeed,
the latter was of even graver importance.
If the private affairs of a member of Par-
liament prevent him from accepting office,
no one has a right to question the matter.
That rests between his friends and %)arty,
and himself, but when an hon. gentleman
accepts office, it is a matter of very
grave consideration to him, and for which
he should be held responsible when he
retires. After having put his hand to the
plough, there should be good reasons for
letting it go. Now, there was a peculiar-
ity in this case, and he spoke with a sin-
cere desire that this question should be
considered from a constitutional point of
view, and without any reference to individ-
uals, but simply to principle. This House
would remember, and the country knew
that the hon. member for South Bruce,
when he entered the Government, very
greatly strengthened it. The character he
, had in the House and the country entitled
! him to a high position, and he could have
selected for himself any position in the
Government, except, of course, the leader-
ship, which was in the hands of the Gov-
ERNOR GENERAL. The hon. gentleman did
give strength to the Cabinet, and, on the
strength of a MackENZIE-BLAKE adminis-
tration the Government went to the coun-
try, and he verily believed that a consider-
able proportion of the numerical strength
| and support of this Government was gained
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by the announcement that the name of
the hon. member for South Bruce was
included in the administration. If there
were any private reasons that would
induce him to leave the Government so
speedily after the elections, those reasons,
it would seem, ought to have been suf-
ficient to prevent him from entering it.
But it was really not fair to appeal to the
people with one Administration—with one
leading man in it, with one man whose
name would give confidence to the country
and strength to the Government—and,
when the elections are over, and the object
of taking that leading man into the Cab-
inet apparently has been obtained, to drop
him, It was a sort of false pretence-—he
spoke in no way offensively—that the
Administration which went to the people
was not the same which met Parliament
in this House. Everyone knew what
lawyers termed the principle of “selling
by sample.” The Administration goes to
the country and asks—“Will you buy this
article. * Here is an excellent article, and
one of the strongest claims of this cloth to
the good housewife is that thereisa strong
fibre in it, coming all the way from South
Bruce 7 And when the people of this
country, believing this to be a good kind
of cloth, that would stand sun and
wind or anything else—when they found
that fibre drawn from it immediately after
purchasing, it seemed—as the hon. member
for South Bruce would observe—that the
Gavernment had been guilty of selling
under false pretences, and the people
would say, “ Here we have had pawned off
upon us the old brown stufl.” Now, he
thought the hon. gentleman for South
Bruce ought not to have lent himself to
this deception. Under the principle of
constitutional law, as in private law, a
bargain of that kind was not a fair one;
but he would say no more upon that point.
Then, with regard to the change in Nova
Scotia, he could only congratulate the
House on getting the services of the hon.
member for Digby. He had no doubt
the hon. gentleman’s previous warlike
experience would be of service. He had
no doubt the hon. gentleman had accepted
-office with the greatest diffidence, in view
. of the great abilities of his predecessor.
However, the hon. gentleman’s experience
and capacity would, no doubt, enable him
to distinguish himself as much as his pre-
decessor, the former Minister of Militia.

Right Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald.
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It certainly was a great compliment to the
hon. gentleman from Digby that he should
be selected to enter the Administration.
He (Sir Jonx) did think that there might
have been found among the hon. members
from Nova Scotia one who would be fitted
to fill the office of Minister of Militia—
one possessing abilities equal to the late
Minister, and almost equal to the present
Minister. But the hon. leader of the
Government did not appear to think so,
and evidently was of the impression that
he had selected all the standards and left
all the culls when he formed his Cabinet,
and that he must go to fresh fields and
pastures new for another Minister of
Militia. He (Sir JonN) congratulated
the hon. gentleman from Digby, and
had no doubt that wunder him the
Militia force would grow and increase
in efficiency and numbers—he hoped not
too much in expense. By the way, he
noticed by the Bill introduced by the hon.
Minister of Militia that Major Generals
were to be of considerable importance.
He directed the attention of the hon. mem-
ber for Cheateauguay to this feature of
the Bill, and he would like to ask him
whether he thought the relations of Can-
ada with the nations of the world were in
such a condition as to require Major Gen-
erals in larger force. He had no further
remarks to make on this point, but really
he thought, in all seriousness, it would be
well that there should be a full discussion
upon the fact of the hon. member for
South Bruce having accepted a position in
the Government, holding office without a
portfolio, and being a confidential adviser
before the elections, and immediately after
the elections retiring from the Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said the ob-
servations of the hon. gentleman scarcely
called forany reply, nor were they intend-
ed to evoke any reply. 'With reference to
the connection of the hon. member for
South Bruce with the Government, he
might say that it was not unnatural for an
Administration to strengthen themselves
ags far as possible, especially against such
a formidable combination as they had
been obliged to face.

Right Hon. Sir JOHN MACDONALD
—But what about the false pretenses ¥

Hon. Mx. MACKENZIE—There is no
false pretenses in the matter on our side.
Tf the hon. gentleman is judging from
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a sample, T fear it is from a sample
on the other side.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said the Pre-
mier had accepted the position in which
the Right Hon. member for Kingston had
placed him—that the object of taking the
hon. member for South Bruce into the
Government was to strengthen it for the
purpose of facing the electors. Now, the
morality of such a thing was questionable.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE said the House
would, no doubt, be, disposed to listen to
two such worthy exponents of public
morality as the hon. members for Kings-
ton and Northumberland. He (Mr.
Braxe) had been accused of being some-
thing like a legal fraud.  All he had to say
was that when he went to the country with
his friends, he addressed a great many of
his fellow-countrymen, and he acquainted
them at an early day—and among them
his own constituents—with the fact,
which was public property so far as such
a thing could fairly be public property,
that his connection with the Administra-
tion, from circumstances beyond his own
control, was of a temporary character.
He did not permit, them, so far as his
utterances could prevent it, to entertain
the idea that he had joined the Adminis-
tration under circumstances which enabled
him to continue any time with them.

INTERNAL MANAGEMENT OF THE HOUSE.

Mr. SPEAKER read a message from
His ExceLLENCY the GOVERNOR GENERAL,
signed by his own hand, announcing the
appointment of the Hon. ALEXANDER
MackeNzie, Minister of Public Works,
thé Hon. TELESPHORE FoUrNIER, Minister
of Justice, the Hon. Isaac BurpEE, Min-
ister of Customs, the Hon. THomas Cor-
FIN, Receiver-General, and Mr. SPEAKER,
as Coramissioners for the Internal Economy
of the House of Commons and for other
purposes. :

-
THE LEPINE COMMUTATION,

Right Hon. Sir JOHN MACDONALD
Lefore the orders of the day were called,
inquired if the despatches promised yester-
day by the First Minister, containing the
correspondence with the Tmperial authori-
ties ou the LEPINE commutation, had heen
distributed.

Hon., Mr. MACKENZIE said the prin-
ters had promised to have them distribut-
ed to-ddy by 3 o'clock, and he tnhdeistogd
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that some of them were already in the
hands of members,

DRILL SHED AT TORONTO.

Mr. WILKES inquired whether the
Government purposed to place in the Esti-
mates a sum of money sutlicient to ercct a
suitable armoury and drill-shed for the use
of the volunteer force in the City of
Toronto, the Corporation having set apart
a site for such building.

Hon. Mr. VAIL said the matter was
commanding the consideration of the Gov-
ernment. Providing a Drill Shed and
Armouries involved considerable expense,
and on this ground it would probably be a
few days before he would be able to give
his hon. friend the necessary information,

ADJOURNMENT.

Hon. My, MACKENZIE moved that

when the House adjourns to-day it do

stand adjourned until Thursday at three
o'clock in the afternoon.—Carried.

The House adjourned at four o’'clock.

e
HOUSE OF COMMONS,
Thursday, February 11th, 1875.

The SpeaKerR took the chair at 3
pom.
PRINTING COMMITTEE.
Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) moved, That a

Message be sent to the Senate, requesting
that their Honours will unite with this
House in the formation of a Joint Com-
mittee of both Houses, on the subject of
printing.—Carried.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Mr. YOUNG moved, That the Public
Accounts for the Dominion of Canada,
for the year ending 30th June, 1874, and
the statement of unforeseen expenses, be
referred to the Sclect Standing Committee
on Public Accounts.—Carried.

RAILWAY

OLIVER moved for leave to
introduce a Bill intituled “An Act to
amend the General Railway Act.”  He
explained that this Bill was similar to the
one he introduced last session on the
same subject, and stated that when it was
printed he would fully explain it, if any
explafiations sere theh degred.

ACT.
Mr.
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Right Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDON-
ALD observed that if they waited till
the Bill was printed for explanations,
they would then, in all probability, be
unnecessary, as no doubt the Bill would
be framed in a sufficiently perspicuous
manner as to explain itself. It would be
better to explain briefly its provisions now,
so that the House might be prepared to
deal with it when it came up for a second
reading.

Mr. OLIVER said that as an explana-
tion was requested at the present stage,
he would state that for a long time people
living at points where there was no railway
competition had suffered great injustice
He could best illustrate this and explain |

|

]

the object of this Bill by stating the |

COMMONS.

the subject. The Dominion Parliament,
three or four years ago, made an attempt
to legislate thereon but legislated ineffect-
ually, An amendment to the General
Railway Law was passed by the House,
stating that the railway companies should
not thereafter take ndvantage of notices or
conditions to save themselves from the
results of negligence, but when that law
came to be tested in the Courts of Ontario,
the Judges ruled that it did not apply to
the Act which it proposed to amend—
namely, the General Railway Act. The
Dominion Board of Trade, composed of
merchants who had felt the grievance,.
were favourable to legislation on the sub-
ect. The Bill which he proposed to intro-
‘duce, and which he thought would receive

position they occupied in his own section | the favourable consideration of every oue

of the country The freight charged on |

goods from London to Hamllton Tm onto,
or the American markets was considerably
less than it was from a point fifty miles
nearer the destination, when there wasno
competition. It was the same with regard
to passenger rates. It was to remedy
this injustice that he had introduced this
Bill, the principal provision of which was
that when a railway company made a
reduction or an increase in their rate, that
reduction or increase should apply to all
points on the railway. This, he con-
sidered, was a just provision, and he had
no doubt when the Bill came up for a
second reading it would receive the sup-
port of a large majority of the House,
Bill read a first time,

REGULATION OF RAILWAY TRAFFIC.

Mr. IRVING moved for leave to intro- f

duce a Bill intituled “ An Act for the
more effectual protection of carriers by
land, and for the regulation of traffic |
throughout the Dominion.” The object
of the Bill, he might briefly explain, was,

if possible, to cha.n('e the present unsatis- |

factory condition of the law with respect |
to carriers by land,
same footing as they had oceupied in Eng-
land during the last twenty vears

Ontario the Judges had several times ex-
claimed against the present system, where.-

by carriers on improper occasions exon-

erated themselves from all liability. He |

had seen occasionally notices in the |

newspapers of the Province of Quebec to

the same effect. He therefore thought

théte wag gaod reason for legislation on
v, OMW

and put them on the |

Tu

interested in the commerce of the countr Y,
was divided into two branches. First, it
introduced what was called in England the
Carriers’ Act, which was a very meat boon
to carriers in that it prevented them from
being made lisble beyond a certain sum for
goods in respect to which they had no
knowledge. Secondly, it provided that no
special contracts or conditions should be
made or set up by carriers to clear them-
selves from the results of their own
neglect, unless the Judge who tried the
case should certify that they were just and
reasonable. That was a very proper pro-
tection, and it could not be exercised
capriciously or unjustly, inasmuch as the
judgment of the court was sabject to
appeal, and in England it had now been
systematised t0 being a pretty well under-
| stood rule.

The Bill was read a first time.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS DURING TRANSIT.

} Mr. CHARLTON moved for leave to
] introduce a bill intituled “An Act to pre-
| vent cruelty to animals while in transit by
rallwav or other means of communication
| thrmmhout the Dominion.”

i Tne Bill was read a first time.

CTUE CONSTITUTION OF STANDING COMMIL-
TEES.
Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved certain

chmmes in the Constitution of the Stand-
ing Commlttees of the House.

After a conversation, the following
changes and additions “werd -nhds : Mz
Trving wab stinck off thé Comnu‘;tef‘ on
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Public Accounts and Mr, WooDp substitut-
ed therefor. Messrs. Irvine, Youxsg,
D. A, DMacpoxarp, Drviiy, Cniox,
and  DusFARDINS  were added to the
Committee on Banking and Com-
merce.  Messrs. WiLkes, Ouinzr and
CaroNn  were added to the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts ; and Messrs.
Proys and SHIBLEY to the Committee on
Railways and Telegraphs,

MERSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE brought
down a message from His L_XCELLEN(,Y
the GOVERNOR-GEX NERAL, acknowledging
the receipt of the Address in reply to the
Speech from the Throne,

Ti{E CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ACT.

Mr. IRVING (Hamilton) introduced a
Bill intituled, “ An Actto Repeal the Act
amanding the Criminal Law relating to
violence, threats and molestations.” "He
suid this subject was before Parliawent

last Session, when a Select Comunittee was !

appointed en the subject. They reported
that the present condition of the law was
unsatisfactory, but they recommended that
legislation should not take place uutil the
subject had been dealt with by the Imperial
Porliament ; it then having been under-
stood that a Royal Commission was
appointed to investigate it. That Royal
Commission had not reported either to the
satisfaction of persons affected by the Act
in England, or persons whom it affected
in this country. The law was considered
obnoxious to numbers of his own constitu-
ents, and also to constituents of his hon.
friend from ‘West Toronto, who fearing
that the subject might be shelved in Enm
land, desived that ‘the matter should be
luought before Parliament this Session.
They desired the abrogation of a law
obnoxious to them, leaving it to thlU
House to introduce such subsulumm legls-
lation as, by the aid of the Linperi
Parliament, might be deemed necessary.
The Bill was read a first time.

POSTAL

Mr. TRVING asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to establish
at an early period a system of free deliv-
ery of letters and postal matter in the
cities  of the Dommlon, m the same
mannei ag that nésw in fords in ’\[nhh‘("\l?

Hoh. A}v. Hn}m» .
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Hon. D. A. MACDONALD-—Tt is the
intention of the Government to establish
free delivery, with the exception of two
or three of the smallest cities of the
Dominion.

NEWSPAPER

My, IRVING asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to modify or
abolish postal charges upon newspapers
published in the Dominion!

Hon. D. A, MACDONALD-—1It is the
intention of the Government to bring in a
Bill on the subject, reducing the postage
On newspapers.

POSTACGE.

PUBLIC W THE SAGUENAY.

Mr CIMOXN asked whether it is the

intention of the Government to cause to
be executed in the River Saguenay, at the
place where 1t is called Bras de Chicou-
tlind, the works necessary to enable vessels
to reach Clucoutimi in all states of the
tide?

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—It is quite
imnossible for me to answer so general a
question. I cannot understand what the
works the hion. gentleman refers to mean.
If he will be kind enough to put it in a
move specific form, I will be glad to give
an answer at a future day.

RKS ON

SUDSIDIES TO RAILROADS.

Mr, CIMON asked whether it is the
intention of the Government to promote
in the Dominion of Canada, by means of
subsidies, the construction of those lines of
Railway which receive grants from the
Local Legislatures 1

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—It is not
the intention of the Government to subsi-
dize such lines.

DOMINION
Mr. I. MACKENZIE asked whether

it 1s the 1utention of the Government to
replace by a new issue the worn and soiled

NOTES.

! Deminion Notes.

Hon. Mr. CARTWRIGHT—So far as
the small note cireulation in the city of
Montreal 1s coneerned, instructions have
been issued to the Deputy Receiver Gen-
eral in that city not to allow any such
notes to go into circulation, and also to
exchange any notes worn and soiled which
may be presented to him by banks or indi-
viduals for clean tresh notes.  As regards
other pladey Hnounhouﬁ the Déthifion, an
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arrangement is being made which will, I
hope, obviate the inconvenience com-
plained of.

CORRECTION OF HANSARD REPORTS.

The Orders of the Day kaving been
called,

Mr. MASSON said he desired to call
the attention of the Printing Committee
to a subject in connection with the print-
ing of the Official Report of the debates,
which was of great importance, seeing
that this report would be regarded as an
authoritative one for all time. He refer-
red to the necessity of providing some
means whereby any mistakes that might
be made could be corrected. He fully
appreciated the difficult and onerous duties
which devolved upon the short-hand-
writers, and as regards himself he had
only a trifling error or two to complain of,
but it was as well to provide for correcting
mistakes, as more serious errors might
oceur in the future. He had been made
to say in the Hansard report—¢ Notwith-
standing the humiliation that he will have
to bear, whether he remains patriot in
his country or an exile forever ;” whereas
what he did say was—¢ Whether he
remains a Pariah in his country.” Then
he held that when an interruption was
made to a speaker that interruption should
be reported, or otherwise the remarks
which would follow would not have their
full force and meaning. For instance
he was reported to have said,—* Notwith-
standing the verdict of a packed jury—I
hold myself responsible for every word I
say.” That expression standing alone
appeared like boasting. He had said, « I
hold myself responsible for every word I
say,” because some members of the House
had eried, “no, no,” and “hear, hear.”
These were small mistakes, and he pro-
bably would not have called attention to
them were it not to suggest the necessity
of providing some means whereby mistakes
which might occur might be corrected
before the reports were distributed.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it would
be remembered that this matter was refer.
red to the Printing Committee which was
not yet organized. As soon as they et
they would no doubt submit some regula-
tions respecting the correction of speeches.
The practice in England had been to allow
verbal corrections, but no interpolations.
He did not make any suggestion to the
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Comriittee, but he had no doubt they
would hring the matter before the House
at the earliest possible moment.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said his atten-
tion Lad been called to some typographi-
cal etrors in the report, but no regulations
could be made until the Committes met,
All that so far had been done was to agree
that the speeches should be printed, so far
as was necessary, in order to comply with
the terms of the contract, and at the same
time be condensed in such a manner as not
to destroy the meaning of any speech. No
doubt when the Committee met they would
take the matter into consideration, and he
hoped that in the future there would be no
cause for complaint,

THE NORTH-WEST TROUBLES,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he rose
with great willingness in one sense, and
a good deal of tremor in another sense, to
move the resolution of which he had given
notice respecting the grauting of an am-
nesty for acts committed during the
troubles in the North-West. He hoped
to be able to justify to the House the
course which the Government had pursued
in this matter, as he did not doubt he
would be able to justify it to the country.
He was quite aware that there were
certain parties who might endeavour for
political and party purposes to make capi-
tal out of the existing events, and so far
as that was legitimately done he had
no reason to complain. He expected
no exemption from  ordinary ecri-
ticism, and he was quite prepared to
defend the motives and the action of the
Government in everything that they
brought before the House. They had at
present to deal with an exceptional state
of affairs—one that perhaps might not
arise again in the lifetime of any of the
members—and that state of affairs had
been brought about by no action of the
present Government, or of a single mem-
ber of it, or of a single member of the
great Party which he was privileged to
lead in this House. But for all that the

Government, as  a Government, lad
a daty to perform. There might
be frequent changes of administra-

tion in the country, but the Government
always exists, and is bound to carry on
the affairs of the country consistently
with those principles of honor and national
character which bind eévery Administra
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tion, no matter of what Party they may
be composed. When the events took
place in the North-West, which had given
rise to the discussion preceding this
motion, and which furnished the necessity
for this motion at the present time, the
right hen. gentleman opposite had taken
certain steps in reference to the acquisition
of the North-West, and to the organisation of
its Government, which were not sanec-
tioned by the then comparatively small
party in this House——the Liberal party.
That party then held that the measures
that were being taken by the Government
for organizing that terrvitory, were such
as were sure to produce a certain
measure of discontent. He did not
allege that as a justification for succeced-
ing events, because he considered that no
mere act or fault on the part of the Gov-
ernment of the day could have justified
the inswrrection and its consequences.
But while the thing might not be justi-
fied, there might be palliations afforded by
circumstances which they were bound to
consider, and in the consideration of this
motion, he was bound to refer to the pro-
vocation which the people in the North-
West Territory had received for resisting
what they considered a grievous act on
the part of the Government of this coun-
try. So far as that resistance was of a
peaceful and not violent kind, he confessed
he had himself some sympathy with
them; and he also confessed that had their
acts been confined to expressing a strong
sense of their indignation at certain things
that were done, they would have found,
perbaps, a very general response in the
hearts of members of the,then House,
as they would have found in the
present House, but these acts were
followed up by acts of lawless violence—
acts which he had previously character-
ized in this House, and which he did not
hesitate now to characterise as he had then
done—acts entirely at variance with all
that seomed to him right—acts of cruelty
and wrong which he did not at this
moment desire at all to palliate. But
succeeding events had changed very
materially the relations of that people to
the people of this country, and to the
Government of the Dominion — it was
supposed by many—he did not say it was
the case, because he never could believe
that it could be so. It was believed by
many, and said by some in this House,
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that there was a preconcerted arrange-
ment with the then Administration
as to certain events whch took place ;
but up to the time that Committee met
on the North-West difficulties last session,
we bad no detailed account of events in
anything like consecutive order; nor had
we a revelation of the private correspon-
dence which was ultimately produced
upon that duy in order to express more
fully the motives as well as the actions of
those who ruled here, and of those whom
they sent to represent them there. That
revelation was sufficiently complete for
the purpose of an ultimate decision being
arrived at when that Committee rose.
The late Administration referred the
whole subjecy, on the 4th June, 1873, to
the Imperial Government, representing
that it was the best qualified to deal with
this question of amnesty. Lord KiMBer-
LEY, in his reply, combatted this idea, but
accepted the responsibility of granting the
amnesty, provided that no action would

be taken wuntil the precise course
to be pursued Dby the Dominion
authorities was made known. This
was the last action of an official

nature by the late Government, and when
the present Administration consented to
the motion of the hon. the member for
Selkirk for a committee of enquiry, it was
with the view of obtaining all the infor-
mation possible in order to enable them
to arrive at a proper decision in the pre-
mises. He had not himself been able,
from the pressure of the business of the
House, to give any attention to the delib-
erations of the Committee during the ses-
sion, and except from occasional scraps of
conversation, he was not able to obtain
what had really been done during the sit-
ting. When the entire evidence was
printed, however, it became tolerably clear
that nothing was more natural than that
the Imperial Government should obtain a
copy of the testimony as early as possible,
and that they should again be solicited to
pass judgment upon the case with the
whole of the facts before them. This
course the present Administration took,
and as would be seen by the Orderin
Council which was before the House, they
again called the attention of the Imperial
Government to the subject. The answer
to that communication was practically
given in Lord CarNARVON's despatch in
which there were several points that he



38 HOUSE OF
would now desire to call the attention of
the House to—not perhaps in their proper
cousecutive order, but in such a way as to
Tay the whole subject before the House as
shortly, and at the same time, as fairly as
possible.  He Dbelieved there was mo
necessity for any lengthened exposition
of the matter, and bhesides he was
afraid that his volce would fuil him
before he got through. The first
step he conceived to have been wrong on
the part of the late Administration was
the recognition of the authority of the
inswrrectionary party of Manitoba. That
authority once recognized, the Government
was placed in the difficulty he foresaw at
the time, and to which le called the atten-
tion of the right hon. member for King-
ston at the time. It would be remembered
that he then asked the right Lon. gentle-
man if the Government intended to
recognize the delegates, and was told in
reply that the Government were bound to
hear the expression of opinion of any one
who came from that country, but they
need not formally recognize them us com-
ing from the Provisional Government. Ile
found, however, that they had given this
recognition, and we bad the fact laid before
us in the letter of the late Hon. Mr.
Howg, addressed to Father Ricuot, Mr.
JouN Brack and Mr. AvLrrep ScorT, as
follows :—
“Orrawa, April 26th, 1870.

¢ GEXTLEMEN,—1 have to acknowledge the
“receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant,
““ stating that as delegates from the North-West
““to the Government of the Dominion of Can-
““ ada, you are desirous of having an early audi-
“ ence with the Grovernment, and am to inform
“you in reply that the Hon. Sir Jomn A. Mac-
“poNaLD and Sir Geo. Er. CarTIER have been
““ guthorized by the Government to confer with
““you on the subject of your mission, and will
““be ready to receive you at eleven o’clock.

“T have the honor to be,
““ Gentlemen,
“ Your most obdt. servant,
¢ (Signed, ) JosepH Howe. ”
Not only was the existence of the Provis-
ional Government recognized in this
matter, but it was an absolute fact that the
authority of RiEL himself as Governor of
the territory, was also acknowledged, if we
were to believe the evidence set before
us. There was no reason to doubt
the entire truthfulpess of the ARrcH-
BISHOP in giving his evidence. In the
first place because of his high ecclesiastical
position and personal character, and in the
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second place because there was no motive
to justify any misrepresentation upon the
subject. The Arcunisnor said, as will be
found on page 77 of the blue book :(—

““T then asked Sir GEorGE who was to govern
the country, pending the arrival of the Lieut.
Governor, and if he was to name somebody to
do so. He answered, ‘‘No, let Mr. RIEL con-
“tinue to maintain order and govern the coun-
“try as he Las done up to the present moment.”

Right Hon. Sir JOHN MACDONALD
enquired what the date of the interview
was !

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
the 28th May, at all events the date was a
small matter, as the circumstance referred
to took place after the military expedition
had been determined upon, and in the
interval between the starting of the expe-
dition and the assumption of temporary
authority by General WoLSELY, pending
the arvival of Governor Arcuipaip. The
evidence goes on to say i—

“He asked me if T thought that Risn was
sufiiciently powerful to maintain order. I said
I thought be was. Then he answered, “Let
“ him continue till the Governor arrives. ” He
also inquired whether Mr. R1EL would require
that the Governor should take authority as his
successor. I answered that Lie would not ; that
his Governnient was only a provisional one, and
that he would immediately withdraw when the
representative of HER MaJesty arrived. ““Very
““well, ” said Sir GEorGgE ;3 “‘let him be at the
““head of his people to receive the Governor. ”
This gentleman who had usurped authority,
and whom the right hon. gentleman
opposite some years after this was exceed-
ingly anxious to catch, was apparently
duly authorized by Sir GrorGe CARTIER
to continue the administration of the
affairs of the country as Governor, and
was asked through the AwrcmBIsSHOP to
meet the new Governor and receive him
at the head of his people. The House
might be told, and he had no doubt would
be told, that Sir Grorce CARTIER, who
unfortunately was mnot here, had mno
authority to speak on behalf of the
Administration. In order to place this
beyond dispute, we had only to refer to
Sir JouN MacDoNALD'S own evidence.
He said that the correspondence relating
to the North-West, of a confidential and
inconfidential character, were carried on
with Sir Joux himself until bhis illness,
after which they were carried on with Sir
GeorceE CARTIER. During the examina-
tion before the Committee, it transpired
that there was a private memoranda
written by Sir Groree CarTIER, and
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signed by His ExcEnLescy, in regard to
which the right hon. member for King-

ston had addressed His Excerrexcy,
suggesting that it might be published.

In reply, he received a communication
from His Excernzxoy, in'which the pas-
sage oceurs i—

“As, however, Sir GeoraE 1s dead, and as ke
drew up the memorandum in question in his
capacity of acting Minister of Justice, and as
your locusn fenens during your absence and ill-
ness, I believe I shall be acting in accordance
with the rule vecognized under such circum-
stances, in granting the permission you seek, to
have the document in question communicated to
the Committee, for which 1 have therefore given
the necessary directions.”

That clearly disposes of two points—in
the first place that there was an actual re-
cognition of a de fucto (Government.
Lord Carvarvon tells us that there
can be no such thing as a re
cognition of a de faclo Government within
Her Masesty's dominions. Technically,
perhaps constitutionaily, this may be
right ; still it is not to be denied that
these people exercised authority, and were
the de facio Government of the country,
although legally and constitutionally they
had no right to appear there in that char-
acter. But they found the Adwministra-
tion, who were responsible for the peace
of the country, acknowledging the exist-
ence of this Government by, in the firs

place, formally recognizing their delegates
and conferring with them ; and, secondly,
by the acting PrEMIER actually giving di-
rections that the President of the Pro-
visional Government should hand over his
authority in person to the LIEUTENANT-
GoOVERNOR when he should reach that
country. Now, it was tolerably evident
that when these transactions were occur-
ring—~he meant these conversations with
Sir GeorgE CARTIER and ARCHBISHOP
TacHE—it was quite evident that every-
thing connected with the death of Scorr
was perfectly known and understood ; the
responsibility for it could not be shifted,
none of the incidents connected with the
tragic death of Scorr could be changed
for a moment, and Sir GEORGE CARTIER,
during tlus time, was acting with the per-
fect understanding that this matter had to
come up sooncr or later., Now, they
found, as one of the next incidents, that
promises of amnesty were given most pro-
fusely. It was true that Lord CARNARVON
and His ExceLLENCY in his despatches
both asserted that there was no proof in
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these documents of “promise of amnesty
having been made—an absolute promise,
either by Hzr Masesty’s Imperial repre-
sentative or those acting for him here.”
Now, while this was technically true to
some extent perhaps—it was true so far ag
Sir Joux Yorxa was concerned—it was a
mere evasion of the truth to say no
promise  was made in any quarter
that an aumesty was to be given.
The evidence in this point was so abundant
that he would be under the necessity of
reading extracts from it, in order to lay
the exact facts before the House. Now,
one word before proceeding to read the
evidence of promises made by gen-
tlemen administering the Government. It
was quite true what was said in the Impe-
rial despateh of His Excernenxcy that
such promises would not bind the Impe-
rial Government, but he (Mr. MACKENZIE)
conecived it was not to be said that pro-
mises made in this matter by the previous
Administration, sustained by the previcus
Parliament, must not command a certain
amount of respect from the present Admin-
istration and the present Parliament. On
the contrary, he thought they were bound,
as Hris ExcerLexcy Earp DurrerIN laid
down, to consider these promises. He
would paraphrase the passage from the
blue book : “We are bound to consider all
such promises ; not to have them made
binding upon the House merely in a tech-
nical sense, but to give them a fair and
literal interpretation.” This Government
was  equally  responsible, in  one
sense, for the conclusion of present aflairs,
with the Imperial Government, and this
Government was bound from its know-
ledge of the local circumstances when per-
haps the Imperial Government would
not feel itseif so bound. He|would feel,
therefore, under the necessity of proceed-
ing to quote from the evidence laid before
the House in the blue book. Bishop
TacuE left Rome early in January at the
instance of the Dominion Government, in
order to proceed on a mission of pacifica-
tion to the North-West. He left unwil-
lingly, because he considered he had not
been very kindly treated on his way from
that country to the East at the time when
the disturbances were anticipated, but had
not actually broken out. Bishop Tacue
in his evidence before the North-West
Committee, published in page 39 of the
blue book, says :—
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“In my conversation with him I questioned
Sir GeorRGE CARTIER about Father Ricmor’s
report. I stated as fully as possible what Father
Ricuor had told me, and Sir GrEorcE CARTIER

_said that is exactly what has taken place.
Directly afterwards I said to Sir GEORGE
CARTIER, that Father Ricwor had stated to me
that when he was with the delegates of the
Grovernment, Sir Jou~¥ A. MacpoNaLp and Sir
GEeorGE CARTIER, who had been appointed to
negotiate with the delegates of the North-west,
he brought forward the 19th clause of the Bill
of Rights, ard stated it was the sine qua non of
an agreement hetween them and the Canadian
Government. The delegates of the Government
answered the North-west delegates, that the
thing would be settled afterwards, aud that it
was the privilege of HEr MAJESTY the QUEEN,
and not for the Canadian Government to grant
an amnesty. The delegates of the Provisional
Government replied, ‘“We are come to treat
“with you, and are to decide with you what
“course is to be taken.” Then Sir GEroRGE
CARTIER or Sir Jous A. Macpoxarp said:
““ We will show you how to proceed to obtain
““what you require.” ¢ No,” replied Mr.
Ricuor, ““1I am to deal with nobody but you.
““If youare not in a position to decide the whole
““matter, I will go home. I came to settle the
¢“Jdifficulty” with the Government, and having
‘‘received my instructions, I cannot proceed
*“ except the proposals are in accordance with
““the instructions I have received.” Then the
delegates of the Government answered Mr.
Ricaor and the other delegates of the North-
west, that they were in a positiou to guarantee
the granting of an amnesty, and to assure them
that the amnesty would be proclaimed, and
would reach the country before they did. They
further said that they would wait till the passing
of the bill they were going to prepare, before
they made the proclamation.

*“ The delegates from the North-West con-
sidered there was nothing further to be done
upon this point. That is what 1 reported to
Sir GEORGE as having been the statement of
Father RicHor to the people of Manitoba.  Sir
GEORGE said : ““That is true ; the thing hasnot
““been changed. We are waiting for the pro-
¢ clamation every day, and if you remain for a
¢ few weeks, it will arrive before you leave.”

He proceeds :

“Sir GEorGE CARTIER was in Montreal, and
Sir JouN A. MAcDONALD was sick and could not
attend to business. So next morning I started
for Montreal, where 1 saw Sir GEORGE E. Car-
TIER ; I had many interviews with him, and_I
asked him if the report of Father RicHoT was
correct, and he said it was.”

Sir JOHN MACDONALD desired the
hon. gentleman to mention to the House
the fact that he (SIR JouN) was taken ill
on 6th May, and was ill all summer.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—T am quite
aware of that, and if the hon. gentleman
merely wishes to avoid personal responsi-
bility—
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Sir JOHN MACDONALD—No, no ;
T want the fact stated.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE, in reply,
said he had stated at the early part of his
remarks that Sir GEORGE CARTIER was
formally, and by seniority in the Council,
appointed and entitled to act as the locum
tenens of the Premier. There was another
point. It was said—supposing it were
true that a promise of amnesty had been
made. Was that promise to cover every-
thing? It must be mnoticed that when
this conversation took place, Scorr had
been dead for several months, and all the
events were known. But the truth was
that before Archbishop TacHE went up at
all, he claimed in his evidence that he was
authorized to offer an amnesty for proxi-
mate events, as he appeared to have point-
ed out that it was quite possible that
something might happen before he could
reach there. Archbishop TACHE said, on
page 18 :

¢ I understood from the tencr of the conver-
sation that the amnesty would apply to acts
committed after that date (1 mean the date of
the conversation) as well as before ; in fact that
it should apply to all acts up to the time of my
arrival, provided that the people should consent
to unite with Canada. One of the ministers,
Sir GEORGE CARTIER, said to me :—‘ The Gov-
‘““ernment has made many mistakes, and we
¢“ cannot be surprised that the population should
“‘ make some mistakes upon their side. Assure
“‘ them that the disposition of the Government
““towards them is such that they may rely upon
““us with perfect security.”

Now, on the same page, the evidence
proceeded :

‘“‘Any other conversation I had was with Sir
Jouy MacpoNaLp, who again impressed me
with the necessity of informing the people of
the good intentions of the Government towards
them. 1 said to him then, ‘“This is all very
“Wel‘l, but there have been acts committed
“‘which are blameworthy,and there may be some
‘‘others before my arrival there. May I promise
‘“‘them an amnesty.” Heanswered me : —¢“Yes,
‘‘you may promise it to them.” I subsequently
asked him to give me in writing the substance
of the conversation that had passed between us.
This was before 1 left Ottawa. It was then that
Sir JorN"MAcDONALD wrote me the letter dated
the 16th February, 1870.”

That letter would not be found to carry
out the ipsissima verba of that report of
the conversation. There was another
remarkable matter connected with this
point of the subject. The Arcupisuor,
after going up to the North-West, acting
as the delegate of this Government,
returned to Canada, and it was after he
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came back that some of the conversation
took place. He was invited by Sir GEORGE
CARTIER to accompany him to Niagara.
They travelled a certain distance together.
It was pressed on the ArcHBISHOP that it
would be better for him to pass through
the States ; he landed at Oswego,
travelled overland to Buffalo, and went
from Buffalo to Niagara. While at
Niagara he endeavored to obtain the
assurance of His ExcerLrLENcy the Gov-
ERNOR-GENERAL in the sense of confirming
the promise he had obtained from Hris
EXCELLENCY'S advisers, and it was while
there he obtained the first hint, he tells
us, that, even if an amnesty should be
proclaimed, it was likely that a distinction
must be made between some of those con-
cerned in the Red River difficulties. He
said in his evidence :—

I drew the attention of Sir GEorGE Car-
TIER to this observation of Mr. TURVILLE's. 1
took him aside, and said : ¢¢ What is the mean-
ing of this?” Sir GeorGe CARTIER replied,
¢“ Mr. TURVILLE is a nice man, but he knows
nothing about these matters, so you need not
be uneasy about what he says.” That satisfied
me that the amnesty had not been withdrawn,
but the statement gave me a little uneasiness
on that point. So afterwards, when I again
met Sir GEORGE, I again spoke about Mr. Ttr-
VILLE'S observation, when he gave me about
the same answer, and assured me there was no
danger to be apprehended for any one of those
concerned in the troubles. He also assured me
that the amnesty would come soon, and that 1t
would be of an absolute and general character.”
Father RicuoT's evidence was also ex-
ceedingly explicit upon this point. He
said :

““Tleft Red River on the 24th of March,
1870, [this was twenty days after the murder
of Scorr], and arrived in Oftawa on the 1lth
April. We had interviews with two members
of the Canadian Government, who were delega-
ted by their colleagues to treat with us.
Father Ricror next spoke of the inter-
view, and said :

“I was in company with Mr. Brack. This
was on the 23rd. The amnesty was then treat-
ed of.  We treated of matters in general, but I
said the first thing was the amnesty, and that
without it nothing could be done.  Sir JoHN
wig present at the time. The hon. gentleman
told me that the amnesty did not rest with Can-
ada, but that they would find means to arrange
the'matter. Sir GEORGE said these were only
preparatory interviews with a view to airang-
ing the matter.”

Further on witness proceeds :
“I was with Mr. Brack ; Sir Joux A, Mac-

DONALD and Sir GEORGE CARTIER were present. |

The interview took place at Sir GEORGE'S
house. They told me these interviews were
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semi-official. The hon. gentleman wished on
that day to treat for arrangements, but I refus-
ed, complaining that I had no written acknow-
ledgment of my position as delegate, and I
desired to know with whom I was to communi-
cate. I desired to know how I was looked upon.
The hon. gentleman said I was sufliciently
recognized by what had taken place and what
had been said in the House. I then insisted oa
having a written acknowledgment of my stetus.
The amnesty was spoken of on the 25th.”

It would be observed by the House that
Mr. Howrg's letter was dated 26th Apnil,
thus showing that the Government, in the
first place, endeavored to treat with the
delegates without recognizing their status,
but Father Ricuor insisted on that being
done prior to negociations being entered
upon. Acecordingly, Mr. Howx wrote the
letter of the following duy.  Father
RicHOT, in Lis evidence, said :—

T said we might speak on it, but we could
settle nothing definitely as to that matter. 1
said the sine qua non of an agreement was a gen-
eral amnesty. The Hon. Ministers said they
would give me an answer on the following day.
They also said we give you the means of obtain-
ing an amnesty, but they did not state posi-
tively what those means were.”

On page 71 of the blue book
RicHor’s evidence is as follows :

¢“The Minister said in reply to our questions
that they were in a position to assure us that
an amnesty would be granted immediately after
the passing of the Manitoba Bill. The nine-
teenth clause of our instructionsis as follows :—

¢ That all debts contracted by the Provis-
“jonal Government of the Territory of the
¢ North-West, now called Assiniboia, in conse-
¢ quence of illegal and unconsidered measures
¢ adopted by Canadian Officials to bring about
‘g civil war in our midst, be paid out of the
¢ Dominion Treasury ; and that none of the
¢ Members of the Provincial Government or
“ any of those acting under them be in any way
‘¢ held liable or responsible with regard to the
“ movement or any of the actions which led to
¢ the present negociations, ”

That 19th clause was referred to in
Father Ricuor’s evidence as the sine qua
non. He then proceeds :

¢“T asked that this clause should form part of
the Bill, but they replied that it was not expe-
dient that it should form part of the Bill, inas-
much as the Bill belonged to the House, while
the amnesty was a matter for the administra-
tion. I asked for a written assurance, but they
answered that it was not necessary, and that
we might trust to their word. They also said
there would be no difficulty whatever, with
regard to the amnesty, and that it was a matter
which rested with the Crown. We then went
on discussing the otherfmatters of our mission.
That was all that was then said with regard to
the amnesty. They did not speak at all with
regard to the proclamation of December 6th,
1869. They told me it would be an insult to

Father
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Her Magray if they gave me a written gua-
rantee. They said tuat il a wristen promise of

the ammesty were required before the passing

of the Manitobn Bill it would be imposing con”

ditions on the Crown.” .
The witness goes on to state :

““The next interview was on the 30th. The
three delegates met Sir GEORAE CARTIER ; Sir
Joirx A, Macpoxarn was still il We spoke
of the amnesty. Immediately after the inter-
view I took notes of what had been said, T
madle notes after all our interviews. The note
referring to the interview of the 30th is as fol-
lows :—*“ A word about the amnesty all in the
same sense.” I remember Sir GroreE told me
not to be uneasy, for everything would be
granted as it hal been promised.”

Again Le says :

“CAfter the interview with the GovERXoOR
GENERAL and Sir Cuantox Moezpocr, T had an
interview with Sir GEorGE CArTIER, who asked
me if T had not been content with the results of
the interview which I had just had with His
Excerrevey and Sie CoizroxN,  Itold him I was
sufliciently pleased if what theyv stated regard-
ing the granting of the ammesty were put in
writing. Sir Guoras then replied the British
Government and the Government of Canada
would treat our people like spoiled children,
and give them more than they expected.”
Then, further on, there is the following
ewidence on page 77, as part of the con-
versation that took place during the inter-
view on the 28th :

he resume of what Sir GEoRGE told me is
this “You have obtained all you desired ;

“your amnesty will be proclaimed ; it will be
““there before the LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
‘“arrives. 1n the meantime tell your pcople
‘‘to remain quiet and to fear nothing. *
ox * * * T told him that I had
expected myself to bring a proclamation of
amnesty with the Manitoba Act. He told me
that what I had was equivalent to the procla-
mation of an amnesty, as an amnesty would
arrive before any other authority in the North-
‘West, and that meanwhile RIEL was master and
had nothmrr to complain of. 1 saw Sir GEORGE
several times. He said he had a very plain
reason for not giving me any more definite writ-
ten statements, which was that the Canadian
Government conld not give the amnesty them-
selves ; that the proclamation of the (Governor
was sufficient, and that he could not give a
better one. The reason he gave me to sign the
petition myself to the QUEEN, was in order that
the Government and the Governor might not be
compromised. He told me that on account of
the excitement of feeling it was advisable to
take all the means possible, which would arrive
at the same end without exciting prejudices ;
that in a country like this, where there were
different interests and several parties, provided
you arrived at the same end, it was advisable to
take those means which would least run counter
to the opinions of some of the people. That
secondly, the means he was taking to have the
amnesty proclaimed was the safest and quickest
way of obtaining the desired result without
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creating dissatisfaction ; that by all that had
oc{,u'z‘cd in our mtervmv& s, I should see that
their »wn interests more than ours were to have
an amunesty proclaimed ; that they had com-
menced the grand work of Confederation ; that
without amnesty all their work would be lost,
and that the people in the North-West were to
renmm tranquil until the amnesty should

* * * * * *

“T toldl Sir Groree that T believed what he
said, but was very anxious to have it bdleved
up there. Then he said, ““Assure RiEL and his
“tollo“ ers that the amnesty will certainly be

“‘granted, and that if he wishes to reflect he will
“sce that we have more interest than he in
“granting the amnesty.”

Mr. Mackexzie said  he must apo-
logize to the House for entering so much
mto detail, but he wished to pomt out

*

I that it was not a stray expression, not a

mere remembrance of words dropped in
couversation, but by a continuous line of
conversations and successive and continu-
ous interviews, it was the sole subject of
discussion; that there was no possibility
of being mistaken, and that the evidence
showed  eonclusiv ely that those people
were led to believe that what they asked
would undoubtedly be granted.  But
besides, we have in Fatlier RicHoT's affi-
davit, swoim on 19th November, 1873. He
says i —

“On the 26th April, 1870, the negotiations
were begun by taking into consideration the list
of nghtb brought by the delegates, and which
has served as the basis for the Manitoba Act;
that besides the Manitoba Act, &e., agreeably
to the nineteenth section of the listof rights,
the delegates demanded, as a sine qua non of
the arrangements, a general amnesty for all acts
done or authorized by the Provisional Govern-
ment.”

And then he declares in the affidavit:—

““That the Hon. Sir Joux A. MAcDoNALD
and Sir Geo. E. CARTIER, after stating that the
amnesty did not rest with the Government of
Ottawa, declared that they were in a position
to assure us that it was the intention of HER
MaJESTY to grant the amnesty, and that they
would take upon themselves to proclaim it, that
in fact it would be proclaimed immediately after
the passing of the Manitoba Act.”

He merely quoted that affidavit al-
though it was a repetition of the evidence
given by Father RicHoT, in order to show
that when under oath that reverend gen-
tleman made precisely the same staterrent
as when he gave his evidence. Then the
House had a corroborative statement in
the evidence of Mr. Girarp. 1t would be
observed that the delegates, returning to
Manitoba, proclaimed far and near to
their people, in order to reassure them,
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the good intentions of the Government
towards the people of the North-West ;
that the promise of amnesty was as full
and complete ag anything could be, and
there was no reason to doubt the good
faith of the Government in the matter.

Mr. Grranp, after stating that he wrote
to Sir GEORGE CarTiER in the Fall of

1870, proceeded to say :—

¢ In these letters I desceried the condition of
the country, and urged strongly upon Sir
GEORGE the necessity for an amnesty.

“T received answers to several of these let-
ters—I think to all of them. His answer was
to request me to be sure that the amnesty would
come. Tell your people to remain quiet and
keep order.

I wrote to Sir GEORGE as well in my capa-
city of a minister as the sole representative of
the French element ; and also as a frignd. I
have not tiiose answers from Sir GEORGE here ;
they are at Winnipeg. In these letters to me
he remarked also when recommending quiet,
that the enemies of the people would Te grati-
fied if they put themselves in the wrong by
acting otherwise, and so deprive themselves of
the benefit of their posizion. He desired me to
tell them to adhere to their duty and that the
ammnesty would inevitably come.”

At the same interview, promises were
made with respect to the expenditure by
the inswrrectionary leaders, and there was
1o question now of the fact that the late
Administration did promise absolutely to
pay the Hudson’s Bay Company for all the
stores which were seized by theleaders of the
insurrection during their short reign.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—No.
If the Hudson’s Bay Company should set
up any claim for payment of stores, then
the Government would stand between
the insurgents and ail harm.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—The Com-
pany has set up a claim, and perhaps the
Lon. gentleman would state who had to
stand between the parties now. If the
hon. gentleman had mno regard for his
political promises, he (Mr. MACKENZIE)
must have regard thereto. Here were
the expressions that Archbishop TacuHE
stated to have been used to him :—

““Should the question arise as to the con-
sumption of any stores or goods belonging to
the Hudson’s Bay Company by the insurgents,
you are authorized to inform the leaders that
if the Company’s Government is restored, not

only will there be a general ammesly granted,
but in case the Government should claim the

payment for such stores, that the Canadian
Government will stand between the insurgents |
and all harm.

But who was to stand between the Trea-
sury and all harm? Would the leader of
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the Opposition do so? Mr. CGhrann,
speaking of Sir Groree Cammize’s letter
to him about the amnesty, said :

“T was then engaged in my clection, and 1
made these communications very generally

known among the people, as well in my county
as elsewhere. 1 made extracts from these
letters and circulated them among the people
and 1 consider that they had a powerful cfives
in calming the people, and preserving peace nnd
good ordu I think T can find these letters,
and, if T con, I will trensmit them to the
Chairman.”

With regard to the effect vroduced by the
promises made, Archibishop Tacue stated
in his letter to Sir Jouy You~g, of date
231d July, 1870 :

“The promise of an ammesty has largely con-

tributad to obtain the result secured; had I
not heen convinced mysell that an anesty
wouid he granted ; bad T not brougl:t the pcupk
to pa artake of my mnvmtwn the mission intrust-
ed to me by the Gov ernment of YoUn FXCEL-
LeENcy would certainly not be crowned with the
sucecess obitained.”
There was another phase of this matter
which he proposed to deal with. It would
be recollected that the right hon. gentle-
man opposite made a pilgrimage tulumrh
Ontavio in 1373, 1t was not, to be sure,
a very successful one ; on the contrary it
was very disastrous to im.  During that
p]l(funmwe he (Mr. MACKENZIE) was accus-
ed of making capital out of the execu-
tion of S’.‘OIT. He declared that he
never did make capital out of it
He had expressed lis honest comvie-
tion in Parliament and out of it, as
he was prepared to do on all occasions and
on every topic. Gentlemen would search
his speeches in 1872 in vain for anything
to prove that charge. But what was the
course of the right hon. gentleman oppo-
site? Why, as he went west his language
became bolder, and he was able at last
when he reaclied the western confines of
Ontario, to characterize the execution of
Scort as a murder, and to express his
anxious desire to catch the murderer that
he might be punished. Let us see what
took place. The general election of 1872
began in August and continued well on
in September. In December, 1871, we
find the hon. gentleman opposite proposed
to Mr. RikL, through the Archbishop, that
he should leave the country, and he (Sir
Joux) would pay him 81,600. The Arca-
BISHGP, in his evidence before the North-
west Committee, states :

““T came to Canada October 5th, 1871. I saw
Sir GEORGE in Montreal and Quebec, and he
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spoke to me alout Risr’s leaving the country,
and he strongly amivised nie to use my influcnce
to get Rern to leave the country for a while.
This was in October or November, 1871, I told
Sir Georce that I agreed in his opinion, but
that it was extremely ditlicult Tor me to interfere,
as I had been so badly treated, being deceived
about the amnesty. He urged me, saying, “1
was the pastor of the people,” and he insisted so
much, that i at last said I would try, but 1
said, ““You mustremember that man is poor ;
“his mother is a widow with four young girls
‘““and three young boys, and she has no means
““of support, especially when her eldest son is
““away. He himself bas only labor for his sup-
‘ port, and 1 do not think it is fair to ask him
““t0 leave his home without some compensation
““or some means of travelling.”” ““That is true,”
said Sir GrorGe, ‘‘we will see about that.”
He then asked me if I would go to Ottawa.
“Yes,” said I, I intend to be there the
beginning of December.” ¢ Then,” said he,
“‘we will settle the matter there.” 1 came to
Ottawa the beginning of Deceniber. Sir GEORGE
also came, and then I saw him and Sir Joux., I
had several conversations with both of them,
but one of them especially I remember with Sir
Joux ; 1t was on the 7th December, about noon,
in his office. I do not remember who began,
but he insisted that I should advise RIEL to
leave the country for a while, and added these
words, so far as I can reccllect them :  ““If you

““can succeed in keeping him out of the way for
““a while, I will make his case mine, and I |
“will earry the point.”  The question
of amnesty has caused me so much
pain already that I thought 1 would be justified
in using all honest means to secure Sir JOIIN'S
assistance in the granting of the amnesty, and
it was on that ground, and on that ground ouly,
that I promised, as Tdid then promise Sir Joux,
that I would endeavor to persuade RigL to leave
Red River fer a while. T made to Sir Joux the
same observation which I had already made to
Sir GEORGE, about the necessity of giving some
money to RiELif he were asked to leave the
country. 1t was agreed by Rir JoHN that they
would do something about that matter. That
he would consult with Sir GEORGE and give me
an answer afterwards. 1 got an answer, dated
27th December, 1871, from Sir JouN, which I
produce, under the direction of the Committee,
as follows :

(No. 30.)
¢ (Trivate and strictly Confidential.)

¢ Orrawa, December 27, 1871,

“My DEAR Lorp Arcunisuor,—I have been
““able to make the arrangement for the indi-
¢ vidual that we have talked about.

‘I now send you a sight draft on the Bank
¢ of Montreal for $1,000. I need not press upon
‘“your Grace the importance of the money
““being paid to him periodically (say monthly
““ or quarterly), and not in a lump, otherwise
“ the money would be wasted, and our embar-
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‘‘rassment begin again. The payment should
“ gpread over a year.
‘¢ Believe me, Your Grace’s
““ Very obedient servant,
¢ Signed,) Joux A. MAcDONALD.”
““His Grace
“Tlie Archbishop of
¢ 5t. Boniface, Montreal.”

He was sure the hon. gentleman would
not expect him to pass over this branch of
the subject without mentioning a little
incident. About the same time that this
letter was written, he (Mr. MACKENZIE)

| joined the Government of the hon. mem-

ber for South Bruce in Ontario, and a
short time after this letter was written, a
resolution was passed in the Legislature
of Optario, offering a reward of $5,000
for the apprehension of these men. This
was 1n January or February, 1872, and
the letter of the MiINISTER OF JUSTICE,
sending the 81,000, was dated December,
1871, and in August, 1872, we found the
right hon. gentleman proclaiming over the
country that we had driven these men
out of the country by the offer of the
reward, and consequently he was unable
No doubt—in fact, he
must believe it—the right hon. gentleman
had forgotten that he had sent $1,000 to
induce Rizrto leave the country. Arch-
bishop Tacme further stated in his evi-
dence :—

““1left Montreal on the 2nd Januwary, and
at a station between Prescott and Sarnia, I
received a letter from Sir GEORGE, which I
have not with me, and I do not know whether
it is in existence. In this Sir GEoRreE alluded
to the draft which had been sent me by Sir
JouN, and stated that it would be advisable
that LepINE should leave also, and that the
money should be divided between the two.”

Further on he stated :—

‘¢ It was then that I saw Lieutenant-Governor
ArcHIBALD on the subject of money. There
were conversations between the LIEUTENANT-
GOVERNOR of Manitoba and myself on the sub-
ject. The LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR called on
Mr. SmrrH, and, in my presence, asked if he
could furnish the funds, which, of course, he
said would be re-imbursed by the Canadian
Government. I named at first £800 sterling to
the GOVERNOR as the sum required by RIEL
and LEPINE for themselves and their families.
The GoveErNor asked Mr. SMITH to lend £800
sterling. 1 mentioned that I had $1,000 at my
disposal, without mentioning the source, and
thus the sum to be furnished by Mr. Smirue
was reduced to £600 sterling. I understood
that the advance was asked of and made by Mr.
SmrTa in his capacity of agent for the Company
who were the bankers for the Territory. Mr.
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SyrTH said he could, and did, in fact, furnish
£600 sterling. It was handed to me, and I
added to the amount, out of the $1,000 before
mentioned, a little over $200, to make wup
%1,600 a ptece for RieL and LEepixg, which 1
gave them m accordance with their demand, to
enable them to go and live outside the Territory.
The remainder of the 1,000 I kept ix: the bank
of the Company to be used as required for the
support of their families, and it was so used. 1
wrote the letter which they had asked of me,
and I produce a copy, dated 16th February,
1872. * * * I am certain that the
LievTENANT-GOVERNOR and the Octawa Govern-
ment would repay the money. Tbat money
was furnished under the directions of Governor
ARCHIBALD.” )

Now, he did not intend to make any com-
ments at all upon that transaction, further
than was pertinent to the subject in hand;
but he had merely to say that it was an
element in the consideration of this case
when theyfound the MINISTER oF JUSTICE
who was responsible for the adminisira-
tion of Justice, who was also the head of
the Government, deliberately eutering into
an arrangement with his own ambassador
to furnish funds to enable these parties to
leave the territory. It would be exceed-
ingly difficult, after that transaction—as a
verjg eloquent Canadian writer wrote not
long ago—to bring the men to trial with-
out placing the MINISTER oF J USTICE in the
dock along with them. He now came to
consider another question,—another part
of the question rather—which, to his mind
was even of more weight in considering
what the House should do in this case
than the events he had mentioned. That
was the conduct of several parties
in the North-West — the GovERNOR
and the Government—in connection
with the Fenian raid in the Province.
He would leave it to legal gentlemen in
this House to say what was to be said of
promises made by the Chief Magistrate
of a country, under such circumstances.
It was held, he knew, as a principle in
ordinary constitutional law, that where a
Government accepts the services of parties,
and induces them to risk their lives, that
that would undoubtedly act as a condona-
tion of the offences of all such persons, if
implicated in a movement of this charac-
ter.  That he merely mentioned for the
eonsideration of legal gentlemen; bt he
did say, whether this was really the law
or not, whether it was to be understood
as the law of nations, or not; as a law of
Great Britain, or not; as a matter that
binds the Crown or does not hind the
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Crown techuically, there could be no ques-
tion, as Lord CarNarvoN remarked, that it
would be impossible to consider the sen-
tences of these men, with a view to com-
mutation, without cousidering the circum-
stances brought to light in connection with
them; and whether the Imperinl Govern-
ment should decin these circumstances as
of sufficient weight or not, this House, he
had no hesitation in sayving, and this Gov-
ernment, should consider, how far they
should pallinte the circumstances which
the Courts of Justice had now recognized
and characterized. Mr. GIRARD’S evi-
dence on this point was as follows:—

*¢T recollect the Fenian raid. I was then in
the (fovernment. I remember the arrival near
the fort of the body of Metis numbering perhaps
400 or 500, perhaps one-third mounted and the
rest dismounted.  The greater part were armed.
Rirr, LEriNe and PARENTEAU appeared to be
jointly in command of them. Those three
seemed to be on an equal footing.

< T informed the Lieutenant-Governor of their
arrival, at the request of Mr. RovaL, then Spea-
ker of the Assembly.

T told him that the Metis wanted tomeet hiin
either in the fort or on the other side of the river.
I told him that RieL and his friends were there.
He consulted me whether it would be better to
meet them in the fort or on theriver. Irecom-
mended him to see them at the river. He
agreed. We crossed the river ; I in a rowhoat ;
the Governor in a scow on horseback, accom-
panied by Captain Macpoxarp I think. We
came close to them, and I then said to the Gov-
ernor that these men were ready to go to the
front to defend their country ; thereupon the
Governor spoke to them saying, that he received
their offer and had much satisfaction in meeting
them.

¢ Afterwards there was a sort of salute fired
and cheering on both sides of the river.

““ Afterwards he went with me among the
crowd at the river and I, Rovar and Dusue,
introeduced him to the prominent men, amongst
whom was Rigr. I introduced RiEL as the
man whom the half-breeds had chosen as their
chief for the occasion. I thought it would be
better not to give the name of RIEL to the Gov-
ernor. This had occurred to my own mind on
the way across the river. It had not in any
way been discussed. .

¢« 1 supposed he understood it was RieL.

““Governor ARCHIBALD shook hands with
RieL when introduced to him in the way I have
described.

“Wr. Dunre introduced AMEBROISE LEPINE
by his name as a prominent maun and the Gov-
ernor also shook hands with him.

“PARENTEAU was also introduced by nawme,
and the Governor shook hals with him.

“ RIEL was the first introduced.

“ After the introductions, RieL addressed
the Governor publicly saying that he was there
with his friends to offer their service in defence
of the country against all enemies, and asking
the Governor to accept théir services.
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“The Governor thanked him very warmly
for that offer of service, and told him it was
received with much pleasure.

He did not know that it was necessary
to read very much more upon this parti-
cular point.  The fact was estallished by
the evidence that he had read, that the
Governor aceepted the services of these
parties and thanked them for turning out,
but it did not develope the fact that the
Governor apprehended serious  danger
unless he felt himself able to rely upon the
assistanice that the Metis could give him,
Father Ricuor’s evidence, on page 89,
has this:

I wrote a letter to the ILieutenant-Governor
upon the occasion of the O'Donohue Fenian
raid. I bave a copy of the letter which I can
prodace. The Lieutenant-tiovernor then wrote
me & note stating that he desired to see me. I
have not the letter of Mr. Archibald in which
Le asks to see me. 1 went to see him. This
was on the 4th October, 1871, H1s EXCELLENCY (
said he wanted to know what attitude the
Freneh pepulation would take on the occasion
of the Fenian invasion. Hrs Excruiescy
stated that he was uite persuaded from what
ke had seen that the French population was
loyal, but that under the circumstances such as
those which presented themselves, it was his
duty to have exact information of what was
going onin the Province. He said if the popula-
tion showed itself loyal, there would be noth-
ing to fear frdn the Fenians, whatever might
be their numbers ; but if, on the contrary, part
of the population was hostile to the authorities,
the country would be lost, because when
divisions took place in a camp nothing conld be
pone.  He said if they could trust to that part
of the Mctis or half-breeds near the frontier,
they had mnothing to fear; consequently, he
wanted to know from me if 1 was in a position,
living amongst the French half-breeds as I did,
to tell him positively if he could count on them,
and that 1 answered him that it was
quite certain that he could count on them,
and that 1 bad seen the leaders of them, amongst
whom was Ri1EL, and that they themselves were
anxious to know what attitude the author-
ities would take on the occasion of the inva-
sion by the Tenians. I also said that
they only waited for word to go to the front if
required, and to place themselves in a position
w0 meet that invasion whatever it might Te. I
stated that in RIrL’s opinion it was a measure
of precantion which should be taken imme-
diately.  Hrs EXCELLENCY commissioned me to |
tell the French Canadian half-breeds, and espe-
cially Rier, that he would be very happy to see

Lem giving their help to the authorities, 1
then observed to His ExcELLuNey  that he
(R1EL) was very perplexed becanse hig friends
told him that if he went forward and showe:l
himself he would expose himself to be killed,
that any action he would take would be badly
interpreted, and that there were warrants out
dgainst him, and that he could be arrested theé

7

very moment he was in aring or elsewhere, if he
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appeared in a public assembly. His ExcrL-
LENCY said there was no danger at all, and that
any steps in that direction would be well con-
sidered, and that it was a good time for RIEL to
prove his loyalty., His EXCELLENCY also said
that it would be a further occasion for the
hastening of the granting of an amnesty, and
that it was the time to prove that whab had
been said against him was false. 1 promised to
communicate what he had said to Rirn, and
that on the very next day he would have news
of my mission. Then after that I met friends,
who observed to me that RirL’s friends would
not allow him to go forward unless there would
be something in writing, saying that R1EL would
not be ill-treated. Upon this T took the liberty
of writing the following letter to Mr. ARCHI-
BALD.

Then follows the letter and assurance
given by the Governor that the actual
circumstances would he considered and no
harm would come to them. And then the
two principal men address the following
letter to His Excuniescy :

¢St Vrrarn, 7th October, 1571,

“MaY IT PLEASE YoUr EXCELLENCY,—We
““ have the honor of intorming you that we hizh-
“ly appreciate what Yorr Exceriescy has
““ been pleased to communicate to the Reverend
¢ Father Rrrcmor, in order that we might be
““ better able to assist the people, in the excep-
“ tional position they have been placed in, to
‘“answer your appeal.  Asseveral trustwo§hy
¢“ persons have been requested to inform you,
‘“the answer of the Metis has been that of
*“faithful subjects. Several compaunies have
‘“already been organized, and others are in
¢ process of formation.

“ Your EXCBLLENCY may rest assured that,
““ without being enthusiastic, we have been
“ devoted.

“So long as cur services continue to Le
“‘ required, you may rely on us.

““We have the honor,
“&e., &e., &e.,

““(Signed,) * Lovis RirL,
[ “ A, D. LEPINE,
his
“ ¢ PIERRE X PARENTEAT.
“ To the Hon. Mark.

‘¢ Adams . Archibald,
¢¢ Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoha.”
Now, it was quite possible that Governor
ArcniBaLy might have exaggerated the
danger of the occasion. He might have
been wrong in assuming that the Province
wondd be over-run by the Fenians unless
he abgained the support of these men and
thetr associates, but whether he was so or
not, he was there as the representative of
this Government, and as such, it was his
duty to take measures to keep the peace.
He chose to ignore all that had passed and
invited their assistance to repel the threat-
ened invasion, and that diréamétaiiée thnst
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be taken into consideration when Parlia-
ment were about to determine the amount
of punishment to be given to them for the
offences they committed. He would 1ot
read Governor ARCHIBALD'S evidence, but
would simply content himself with para.
phrasing it.  Governor ARCRIBALD stated
in his evidence that he did apprehend seri-
ous danger, that the services of these men
were tendered, that as the representative
of Her MasEsty he had aceepted their
services pro tem., and these men entered
into the service expecting to reap the
reward usually given to men under such
circumstances, and placed in such a posi-
tion. There was one point that ke (BMr.
Macgexzie) neglected to notice in conpec-
tion with the promised ainmesty. Tﬂlxey
found repeated evidence in Mr. LANGEVIN'S
deposition, as well as in the deposition of
the Archbishop, that Sir Jorx A. Mac-
DPONALD intended to go to Hngland imme-
diately after the . session, and that he
expected then to be able to scttle the ques-
tion of amuesty, and very much
reliance appeared to have been placed
upon this by the several parties
interested. Now, he had only a very
few words to say on another point. Tt
was tolerably evident that when frequent
communications take place, with people
charged with such crimes, by the members
of the Government, even if they were not
of so serious an import as those referred
to, such communications must have their
weight. It would be remembered that
among the disasters of the Conservative
party in the general elections of 1872, the
late Sir Grorce E. CARTIER was defeated
in Montreal. It would also be remem-
hered that two candidates were hefore the
electors of Provencher, in Manitoba—
Attorney-General CLARKE and Louis RieL
and we find that a series of communica-
tions passed between the members of
the Admiuistration here, including the
Preyier and Governor ARCHIBALD, in
reference to the withdrawal of these two
ecandidates, in order that Sir Groras
CarTIER might take the seat.  Avehbishop
Tacig in his evidence stated - '

““When we heard in Manitoba that Hir George
had been defeated, I received a letter from
Lieut.-Governor Archibald either the 3rd or4th
Reptember, 1872, which I produce :

Thursday morning, 5th September, 1872,

My Deat Atchbishop,- Now br fiéver. Tho

Hobi. My, Mdelrle.
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not let the chance, which will never recur, be
lost. @ould you see me to-day.
Yours very sincerely,
(Signed,) A. G, Ancinipann.

“His Grace the Archbishop.”

“On the same day 1 went to him who ex-
plained to me that 1t seemed to Lim that it
would Dbe highly advisable that Riel (who was
then a candidate for Provenchier) should retire
and allow Sir Georze to be clected. T said I
would try and sce Riel and ascertain Lis views.
The Governor said that this would bind Sir
Gecrge so tightly that he could not Lelp deing
even more afterwards than he had done towards
the amnesty. 1 saw Riel and advised him to
retive, giving him the same reasons, and also
other reasons on behalf of his ceuntry.  He told
me t' at personally he would have no hesitation,
that Le understood periectly well that it would
be for the advantage of Manitoba to bave a rep-
resentative in the Cabinet, but tha®le was not
quise sure bis friends would view the matter in
the same light, and that in order to satisfy
themn he must have some guarantee that the half-
brezds would not be overlooked. He gave me,
in writing, his conditions of witkdrawal in favor
of 8ir George. T returned to Mr. Archihald, and
stated the conditions, and myself wrote at his
desk a translation made by himself, and which
he was to have telegraphed to Sir George.”
Then ILieutenant-Governor ARCHIBALD
wrote to the Arclibishop on the 10th of
September, five days afterwards :

“ They should elect Sir GroraE hy acclama-
“ tion, without stipulations or conditions.

It would be the graceful way, and would
“Lind Sir GEORGE quite as effectually as any
“stipulations, which after all are not the
< making, but the renewal of pledges already
¢ given.

“ However, this is not my husiness.

“Yours very sincerely,
¢ (Signed,) A. G. ARCHIBALD.
““His Grace
“The Right-Rev. the Archbishop.”

The next day Archbishop TacuE wrote
to the GoOVERNOR to ascertain whether
Ricyl’s conditions had been accepted or
not. Then in reply to that, the GovErNoR
writes to Archbishop Tacue :—

¢ 12th September, 1872
« My Deir Arcubpisnor,—I reccived last
s evening a telegram from Sir Jouy, to say that
“he had received my message, and sent it to
«Qir Grokcew, and that he expected a reply
“to-day, and would forward it to e at once.
¢ | gee that Le thinks the constituency ought to
“eleet Sir GEORGE promptly, and without stipu-
They could safely contidde in promises
¢ which, being already made, can gain no
s gtrength by repetition. You shall have the

“ angwer of Sir GEORGE whenever it arrives.

“ Yours sincerely,
(Signed, ) A, G. Arcainain,
“ra H  Grace the Archbishep,”
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he ARCHBISHOP continues :i—

“The same evening I received from Mr.
ArcHIBALD what he said was a copy of a tele-
gram from Sir Jonx, as follows :—

“Orrawy, 12th September, 1872,

C“TErT.-Gov. ARCHIBALD,—Sir Groras will
““dn all he can to meet the wishes of the parties;
““this statement should be satisfactory.

““ Signed, ) Joun A. Macpoxarp.”

““Copy of telegram just received.

¢ (Signed.) Hexrr BovraiLiier.”

This was communicated to the parties; and
just the night befere the election T received the
information that Riel had succeeded in inducing
his friends to support the election of Sir
GeoraE, and that on the following day he
would, at the nomination, retire in his favour ;
and he didgso, and immediately after sent Sir
"GEORGE a telegram, of which I produce a certi-
fied copy.

¢« WINNIPEG, 14th September, 1872,
“To How. Sir GEORGE Er. CARTIER,
Bart., Montreal.

“Your election in our County is by acclama-
““ tion, and have reason to hope in the success
of the cause trusted into your hands.

¢ (Nigned,) “ Louis Rrrr,
“ JosEPH Rovar,
¢ A, LEPINE,
¢« Jas. Dovue.”

I did not myself communicate with Sir
GEORGE on the subject, but I received from him
a telegram, dated 17th September, which I pro-
duce.

¢ Orrawa, 17th September, 1872.
¢ To His Grace Archbishop TAcHE.

¢ Presume your Grace is one of the friends
““ who got me elected in Provencher ; accept my
‘“sincere thanks. Give thanks for me to all
¢ fuends, and especially to those who were

<more instrumental in securing election. Am
*“leaving for England for brief visit for my
‘“health ; will send letters of thanks before
¢ leavmg

““ (Signed, ) G. E. CARTIER.”

He (Mr. Mackexzie) had not the pas-
sage before him at the moment, but he
thought the right hon. member for King-
ston, with his usunal foresight, wrote to Mr.
ArcHIiBALD to tell RIEL not to resign in
Sir GEORGE’s fuvor.

Right Hon. Sir JOEN MACDONALD

—Tell Riew!

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—Well, the
late President of the Provisional Govern-
ment.

Right Hon. Sir JOHN MACDONALD
—The hon. gentleman, 1 have no doubt,
remembers my telegram very well. My
telegram was to the Governor of Manitoba,
and I asked him to get a seat for Sir
GEorcE CArtier in that Provines, but

How A Mablonsie.
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did not say to him to tell Riel not to retire
in Sir GEORGE'’s favor.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—T (hd not
misrepresent it.

Right Hon. Sir JOHN MACDONALD
—Yes, but the hon. gentleman did !

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said he did
not mean to say that the words were
actually employed that he stated, but the
hon. gentleman suggested to the Governor
not to state that RIeL resigned in Sir
Georce’s favor. He would proceed with
the evidence given before the Committee,
in order to obtain what was necessary to
furnish the circumstances counected with
the motion which he was placing in the
SPrgARER's hands. He had merely to say
that the Giovernment having acted in this
matter, bound as they were to put an end
to this vexed controversy now and forever,
their proposition was one which would
commend itselt to every reasonable man,

and would answer the expectations of
all those who did not take extreme

views of the question on both sides.
The Government had fairly prosecuted
the enquiry regarding the North-West
troubles. Those who viewed the offence
of which these men stood accused as a
crime were quite justified in every
effort they made to bring the perpetrators
to justice, and he could not condemn the
efforts of those who saw in the death of
Scort merely one of those executions
which might occur, and did occur fre-
quently, in insurrections of this nature.
Many would recall to memory the inci-
dents which occurred in the Provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada where lives
were sacrificed just as cruelly and unjustly,
perhaps, as the one now under discussion.
He would not for one moment say a word
to justify that execution. Tt was not only
cruel, but entirely unnecessary. He had
never been able to understand the reasons
for 1t, but so far as he was able to undei-
stand them, they were from a proximate
fear of troubles that ScoTT might cause,
instead of punishment being inflicted for
any criine committed. Some latitude
should of course be given to the actors in
the scene as being the existing authorities -
of the I’mnnw, and from the promises
subsequently given, and the recognition of
their services by the Crown, there was but
one course to follow ; for whether the
Imperial authorities acknowledged M,
Arcrreand as 4 British Govéamor or not,
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regarding which point Earl CarRxarvon
had raised some question, we at least
must recognise him as a Canadian Gov-
ernor ; and if the British Government
were pleased to extend our responsibility,
Lie for one was ready to accept it.  Atthe
prescut tiwe it had become the duty of the
Government—aund hLe ventured to say it
was also the duty of the louse—to sus-
tain the wotion he had proposed . as one
tiat recognized at once tuat a crime had
been committed, and tempered justice
with mercy. This Le said on the grounds
afforded by the evidence before the House,
which must have its due weight with all
dispagsionate and impartial men ; and if
they followedl this course, he thought they
would receive the cordial thanks of every
wember of this House for huving removed
what had been in time past a stain on the
history of the country, aud taking a step
for which futurity would be thankful —
even if it were done at the risk of being
more or less unpopular with one or more
of the parties at the present time. He
begged to move, in conclusion, the follow-
ing motion of which he had given notice :

That from the evidence reported to this
House by the Committee appointed last session
ou the questions arising out of the North-West
troubles, it appears that the late Sir G. E.
CARTIER, Minister of Militia and Defence, and
during Sir J. A. MacpoNaLp’s illness, acting
Minister of Justice, leader of the Government,
and its representative in its negotiations with
the delegates from the North-West, at various
times, gave divers persons of prominence in the
North-West, amongst whom were Archbishop
Tacug, Father Rircmor, the Hon. M. A.
GIRARD and the Hon. J. RoYAL, assurances
that a complete amnesty would be granted by
the Imperial Government in respect of all acts
committed by all persons during the North-
West troubles, and requested that these as-
surances should be as they were communicated
to the mterested parcies. That from the same
evidence, it further appears that the envoy of
the Canadion Goverument, Archbishop Tacur,
acting in the bona jide belief that Le was au-
thorized to do sc, assured the people of the
North-West that the Imperial Govermment
would grant such an amnesty ; and the Canadian
Goverument did not communicate to the people
any disavowal of his action.

¢‘That from the same evidcnce it further ap-
pears that the interested parties became, by
means of the said assurances convinced that
such an amnesty would be granted ; and that
this conviction so affected their action as to
facilitate the acquisition of the territory by Can-
ada.

““That from the same evidence it further ap-
pears, that, on the occasion of the raid of Fen-
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ians, led by W. B. O'DoxoHUE, one of the
actors in the North-West troubles, the Hon. A.
G. ARCHIBALD, Lieutenant Governor of Mani-
toba, in the name of Her Most Graciouvs
Magesty, the Queen, by proclamation called
on all the irhabitants to rally to its defence;
and especially assed through Father Rrvemor,
the aid of 1. Rier -nd A D. LEPINE, and in
reply to aletter from Father Rircnor on the
subject, wrote the foliowing lutéer :

“Govervsent House, Oct. 5th, 1871

REVEREXD Nir,—Your note has just reached
me.  You speak of ditliculties which might im-
pede any action of Mr. RIEL in coming forward
to uss his influence with his fellow citizens, to
rally to the suppert of the Crown in the pres-
ent emergency.

Should Mr. Rien come forward as sugge-ted,
he need be under no apprehension thar his lib-
erty will be interfered with in any way ; to use
your own language, ‘pourlacirconstanceactuelle.’

It is hardly necessary for me to add that the
co-operation of the french half-breedsand their
leaders in the support of the Crown under pres-
ent circumstances will be very welcome and
cannot be looked upon otherwise than as entit-
ling them to most favorable consideration.

Let me add that in giving you this assurance
with promptitude I feel myself entitled to be
met in the same spirit.

The sooner the French half-breeds assume the
attitude in question the more graceful will be
their action and the more favorable their influ-
ence.

I have the honor to be, Revd. Sir,
Yours truly,

A. G. ARCHIBALD,
Lieutenant-Governor.’

(Signed)

Revd. PErE RiTCHOT,
St. Norbert.
And subsequently in reply to a letter to him
from L. R1eL, A. D. LepPIiNE and P. PARANTZAU
caused the following letter to be sent ;—

““ GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
“ ForT GARRY, Oct. 8th, 1871.

¢ GENTLEMEN,—] have it in command from
‘“Hrs ExXcELLENCY the LIEUTENANT-(OVERNOR
““to acknowledge receipt of your note of this
“morning, assuring His EXCELLEXcY of the
“hearty response of the Metis to the appeal
“made to them in His EXCELLENCY’S proclama-
¢ tion,

“You may say to the people on: whose behalf
“you write, that His ExXcELLENCY is much
““gratified to receive the assurance which he
“antivipated in Lis communication with the
““Rev. Pere RrmcHor, and which your letter
“conveys, anc that he will take the earliest
“opportunity to transmit to Hris EXCELLENCY
““ the GOVERNOR-GENERAL this evidence of tke
“Joyalty and good faith of the Metis of Mani-
“toka.

“ Hrs ExceLLENCY will be pleased to be fur-
“nisked as soon as possible with a nominal
““list of pergons in each parish who desire to
““enrol for active service in the present ewmer-
‘‘ gency.
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“Hrs Excrriexey will rely upon their readi-
““ness to come forward tiie moment they receive
““notize.

] Lave the honor to be, Gentlemen,
““Your obedient servant,
W, F. Bremaxax,
¢ Acting Private Secretary.

“To M L. Rirr,
<M. A. D. Lerixe,
“M. Preree ParaNTEAT.”

“That from the same evidence it further
appears that the said L. Rren. A. D. LeriNe
““and P. PARANTEAU accordingly raised a large
‘““body of men to assist in the defence of the
¢¢ Province and marched them to the vicinity of
“Fort Garry, where they were received and
““their services accepted by the Lieutenant-Gov-
““ernor, who shook hands with L. R1erL and
““ A. D. LEPINE as leaders of the force, and by a
““ subsequent proclamation recognized their ser-
““vices ; and the action of the Lieutenant-Giov-
‘“ernor was not disavowed by the -’anadian
“ Government which continued him in his place
““and thereafter promoted him to the Lieuten-
““ant Governorship of Nova Scotia.”

‘“That from the same evidence it further
‘“appears that Sir J. A. MacpoxaALD, the first
‘¢ Minister of Canada and Minister of Justice,
““in Dec. 1871, after the Jenian Raid was over
‘“ entered into negotiations throungh Archbishop
““Tacun, with the said L. RigL for his retire-
““ment from the Province of Manitoba for the
““space of a year, and for his maintenance dur-
‘“ing this expatriation out of the public funds
““of Canada, and in order to inducz him so to
‘‘ retire, pointed out to the Archbishop that the
““ proposed step would improve the chances of
“obtaining the amnesty from Hen Masesry's
““Government, and stated that he would exert
“his personal intluence to procure action in the
“matter by HER MaJESTY’S (rovernment, and
*“that he would so far make RIEL’s case his own
‘“and, baving so induced the Archbishop to
¢“interfere, sent him the promised sum which
““was taken from the Secret Service Fund
‘“placed at the disposal of his Government by
¢ Parliament with the following letter :—-

PRIVATE AND STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL,
O1TAWA, Dee. 27th, 1871.

My Dear Lorp Arcurisaor.—I have been
‘“able to make the arrangement for the
““individual that we Lave talked about. I now
““send you a sight draft on the Bank of Montreal
¢“ for $1,000. 1 nesd not press upon your Grace
‘“the importance of the money being paid to
‘“him periodically (say monthly or quarterly)
‘“and not in a lunp, otherwise the money would
¢“ be wasted and cur ctbarrassients begin again.
‘“The payment should spread over a year.

‘“ Believe me, your Grace's very obedient
““ servant, JouNx A, MACDONALD.
¢“His Grace,

¢ The Archbishop
““of St. Boniface, Manitoha.”

That from the same evidence it further
appears that Sir GEorei E. CARTIER, Minister
of Militia and Defence, afterwards communi-
cated with Archbishop Tacueg, requesting that
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A. D. Leprixe should be included in the same
arrangement, and that the Archbishop was, on
Lis return to Manitoba, further requested by
Lisutenant-Governor ARCHIBALD to procure the
expatriation of the said persons, and in order £»
make a sufficient provision for the maintenance
of themselves and their families the Licutenant
Governor procured from the Hudson Bay
Company the further sum of £600, and that the
Archbishop thereupon induced L. Risr and A.
D. LepINE to consent to therequests of Sir J. A.
Maicpexarp, Sir Grorer . CarTiER and A. G.
ArcHIBALD, and they departed accordingly, and
they and their families received for their main-
tenance said sums of $1,000 and $500.

hat thereafter and during the General
Election of 1872, L. RIEL was contesting Pro-
vencher with Attorney-General CLARK, when,
at the request of Sir JomN A. MACDONALD,
First Minister and Minister of Justice, Lieuten-
ant-Governor ARCHIBALD arranged that both
the said candidates should retire in order that
Lir G. E. Carrier, Minister of Militia, might be
elected for the County, and he was elected
accordingly, and publicly received, and
acknowledged the congratulations of L. RikL
and A. D. LEPINE on the event.

That from the said evidence it further ap-
pears that Sir Joux A. MAcpoxarp, First Min-
ister and Minister of Justice, gave assurances to
Archbishop TACHE, to his Quebec colleagues and
others that he would on his intended visit to
Ingland press on HEr MAJESTY’s Government to
take up the question, thinking that they might
see their way to granting a complete amnesty
without the Canadian Government being respon-
sible for it, to which he had no objection, and
wkich would, ke believed, be loyally accepted by
the Canadian people.

That in the opinion of this House it is not for
the honor or interest of Canada that the questicn
of amnesty should remain longer in its present
shape.

That in the opinion of this House the facts
developed in the sz2id evidence cannot be ignored
by the people or the Parliament of Canada, and
must be considered in the expression of their
views as to the disposition of the question.

That in the opinion of this House it would be
proper, considering the said facts, that a full
amnesty should be granted to all persons con-
cerned 1 the North-West troubles for all acts
committed by them during the said troubles,

{ saving only L. Rier, A. D. LErixe and W. B.

O’DoNOHUE,

That in the opinion of this House it would be
proper, considering the said facts, that a lile
amnesty should be granted to L. RieL and A. D.
Lerixg, conditional on five years’ banishment
from Her MAJEsTY’s Dominions.

That an humble address be presented to His
Excellency, the GOVERNOR GENERAL, embodying
this resolutionand prayingthat he will be pleased
to take such steps as may be best calculated to
calculated to carry it into effect.” )

Tt being six o’clock, the ITouse took
recess.

P I
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AFTER RECESS.

Mr. MACKENZIE BOWELL, in
resuming the debate, said he rose with
considerable diffidence to discuss a question
of such momentous importance as that
now before the House, more particulariy
as it had fallen to his lot to follow the
First Minister of the Crown. He must,
however, express astonishment at the
manner in which this question had
been brought before the House. Taking
the resolutions as a whole, he thought
they were unparalleled in the history of
any legislative body. It did seem to him
that they had been framed-—he thought
he might safely say with the malignant
ingenuity of a subtle mind, other than
they might expect of the gentleman who
proposed the resolution—for the purpose
of relieving the Government of the great
responsibility which they should not hesi-
tate to assume as the responsible advisers
of the Crown in this country. It seemed
to him that they had adopted this course
for the purpose of erecting a barvier
behind which they could retreat, no mat-
ter from what quarter they might be
attacked. If from an Ontario stand-
point, they would say that, notwithstand-
ing the extreme utterances which they
had made for the last three or four years,
they had effected a compromiseof this kind,
and relieved those whom they declared in
the past should be hanged or gibbetted.
If attacked from a Lower Canada stand-
point they could plead that they had
placed R1EL and LEePINE, and those who
were acting with them in the events which
occurred in the North-West, in a much
better position than they would have been
had they been let alone. If this were not
their policy, why, he would ask, had they
not given a fair résumé of the evidence
that bore particularly upon this subject !
Why had they studiously left out of the
preamble—if he might so term it—every
word that referred to the action of their
colleagues in connection with the presumed
promise of amnesty. Had theynot desired
to throw the whole responsibility upon the
Government that had passed out of exist-
ence, and had they not desirved to inflict a
stab on the right hon. member for King-
ston, and those who supported him at the
time, they would have added to these
resolutions the action of the late Minister
of Justice, Mr. Doriox, and the interview
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which took place between Archbishop
Tace and Mr. LETELLIER, and would
have read to the House the telegrams
which their late colleague, the then
Minister of Justice, sent to Gover-
nor DMorris in  order to induce
RieL  to retive from  Provencher,
They might have gone further, and told
the House, because the evidence showed it,
that Archbishop TacrE through Governor
Morris informed them where they could
find Mr. RigL, and hold communication
with him, and discuss the question of his
running for Provencher. They could have
even gone further, and stated that Father
LascoMs wrote to Archbigshop TACHE and
told him that he had an interview either
with the late MiINISTER oF JUSTICE, or
some one in his behalf in reference to this
matter. He repeated that had the Gov-
ernment been desirous of making their
case stronger, and of reciting all the facts
connected with the promise of amnesty and
the negotiations that had been carried on
with those connected with the troubles in
the North-West, they would have placed
upon record their own utterances in this
matter. He found on reading the evidence,
in addition to that recited in the resolu-
tion and read to the House, that Arch-
bishop TACHE stated in his evidence that
on the 25th November he had an interview
with Mr. LETELLIER in his office, and that
Mr. LerterLuier said to him: “I think
(or I hope) that we shall be able to give
the amnesty to our Lower Canadian friends
as a New Year's gift.” This was, he
thought, about as strong evidence as any
produced, and if the Government had, he
would not say the political courage, but the
moral courage which they should possess as
responsible Ministers, they would have
come down to this House and asked for
an amnesty pure and simple. He would
say further that if there was any logical
deduetion to be drawn from the utterances
of the PREMIER to-day, basing as he did his
whole case upon the promises or supposed
promises or utterances, official or unofhicial,
he (the PrEuirg) chould say at once that
these parties were entitled to an amnesty
pure and simple. But it did surprise him
that in this resolution any allusion to the
utterances of the members or ex-members
of the present Government was stu-

diously avoided by the PrEmiER. dow-
ever, when he came to that
point, he would discuss it further.
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Then on the 50th of the same month
Archbishop Tacur stat®s in his evidence
that he saw the Hon. Mr. Dorriox and
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER, and this was the
evidence he gave of the result of those
interviews :

“1 was led to believe that they them-
selves had some guarantees about it, (the
amuesty). They were not explicit, but 1
was led to believe it. It was something
to the eidect thut there was an agreement
with their colleagues as to the granting of
the amnesty., The words as near as I can
say were these: “ We cannot settle every-
“ thing! It 1s so soon after the formation
“ of the Government. We have hopes
¢ that the thing will be arranged in a fav-
“ orable way according to your wishes ;
“ and we see ourselves the necessity of the

“ amnesty.” I remember no further
words.”
Of course, these gentlemen he (Mr.

BowEeLL) presumed, taking the argument
of the Premier, were speaking in behalf
of their colleagues—Upper Canadian as
well as Lower (lanadian. His Lordship
continues :

“ My impression was so strong, that I

asked Mr. Doriox in what way he and I
could communicate together about the
amuesty, after my departure for Manitoba,
without its being known. He then wrote
in my memorandum book two sentences,
which he explained as to what their mean-
ing would be in case we should communi-
cate about the amnesty.”
He (Mr. BoweLn) supposed hon. gen-
tlemen opposite were as desirous of
keeping these matters secret as their pre-
decessors, and hence they had a secret sys-
tem of communicating with each other.
His Lordship continues :

I produce the sentences. *‘‘Communication
received, matter attended to immediately,”
meant this : ‘‘communication received” means
¢‘amnesty ;” ‘“matter attended to immedi-
ately” means ‘‘immediate promulgation of the
amnesty.”

Next sentence, ¢ Communication received”
(same meaning), ‘‘ matter under consideration”
meaning ‘‘that the ammnesty was under con-
sideration by the Ottawa Government;”’ ¢ you
may expect early decision” meaning its in-
herent sense as bearing on the secret meaning of
the prior part of the sentence.

It was agreed that he would add to the latter
sentence the name of the month in which he
expected the thing would be settled.

The date is marked on the back of this
memorandum. It is November 30th. The
memorandum was written about tne close of
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our interview of that day, which was my last
interview with them.

1 left Montreal on the 2nd of December.

The impression made on my mind was so
favorable, that on my arrival 1 told many peo-
ple that we had every reason to expect that the
new Government would carry out the promise
of the old Government.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWELL said he was glad there
was glad there was something in this part
of the evidence that pleased the hon. gen-
tleman opposite. He never approved of
this sort of thing in the late Government
any more than in the present ome. The
only difference between them was that
there was less hypocrisy about the late
Government than characterized the pre-
sent one,

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—You did not
show it by your votes.

Mr. BOWELL—-If the hon. gentleman
has anything to say, I wish he would say
it distinctly.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—I said your
votes did not show it.

Mr. BOWELL said that assertion had
been made by others on the Ministerialside,
but if they would examine the records of
Parliament they would find that it was
not warranted by facts.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—(Tronically)—
Hear, hear.

Mr. BOWELL challenged the hon.
gentleman to produce any evidence to
prove the assertion. Archbishop TACHE
in his evidence furnished the following
telegrams :—

¢ MoNXTREAL, December 25th, 1873.
““To Archbishop TACHE.

] received the gratifying intelligence con-

“tained in your telegram. Matters here are

* progressing slowly, but most satisfactorily. In
“a few days I will write result, and about

“ gome important questions.
¢ (Signed,) A. A. Doriox.”

On the 2nd January, the following
telegram was sent :—

« OrrAWa, January 2nd, 1874,
“To ALex. MORRIS,
“Fort Garry, Manitoba.

«Will you communicate confidentially
¢ to Bishop TACHE that I am particularly
“ desirous, in the interest of his people, in
«order to avoid excitement, that RIEL

«should not be a candidate.
“ (Signed), A. A. Doriox.”

And again on the 5th of January the
following despatch :—
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“Forr GarRY, 5th January, 1874.

“Hon. A. A. Doriox,—Have seen
“ Archbishop. He thinks matter can be
“arranged if ammesty granted, or written
“promise of it within short and definite
“period, but not otherwise. He has
“written. You can communicate with
“ RieL through Father Lascour, at 3fon-
“treal, who knows where he is.

“(Signed), A. Morzis.”

Now, he (Mr. BOWELL) bad read
these extracts to show that whatever
their predecessors might have done, the
present Government were apt pupils, and
followed in their footsteps in their endeas-
ors to secure as much support from the
North West as they possibly could ; but
there was one point in connection with
this that had yet been unexplained. He De-
lieved it was on the 16th April last that a
motion for the expulsion of RieL from this
House was passed. On the same day a
motion was made by the Lion. member for
Lisgar, that a writ for the election of a
member to represent Provencher be issued
immediately. Why that writ was with-
held, and why the orders of the House
were not complied with, he supposed the
Mix1sTEROF JUSTICE or the PREMIER could
inform them ; but it was a fact that it was
not issued until late—if his memory served
him, the 16th of July—and the writ was
not returnable until the 10th day of Sep-
tember ; why the issuing of the writ should
be delayed for four months he left it to
the Ministry to say. His own impression
was that they were in hopes that in the
meantime some arrangement could be en-
tered into, as these communications showed,
by which they could get RItL out of the
way, or they might accomplish that which
Mr. DorioN and his colleagues desired.
The ArcuBisHOP said they had an under-
standing thatan amnesty should be granted.
The whole tenor of the speech of the first
Minister went to show that the late Gov-
ernment had promised directly and indi-
rectly an amnesty, 'What he (Mr. BowszLy)
beld was this : Though they had promised
an amnesty and though they might Lave
stated in their negotiations with Arch-
bishop TacHE and Father Ricaor that the
,Imperial Governiment would grant an am-
nesty, and they would use their best
efforts in order to procure such, Le (M.
Bowerr) held that the crime with
which some of the parties stood charged
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was of such a claracter as not to justify
either the late gr present or Home Govern-
ment in granting a total ammnesty for that
crime. Nor was there anything that
occwrred afterwards, either in their enroll-
ing themselves and offering their services
to the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba,
or in their pretended lovalty during the
time of the Fenian invasion that condoned
the offence of which they were charged.
It was his purpose to look at the other
side of this question of amnesty. and they
would see, more particularly from the
despatch of Hrs Excrriexcy the Gov-
ERNOR-GENERAL, and the reply to that
despatch from Lord Canwarvox, that the
inference drawn from the evidence which
Lias heen read by the Prime Minister is
certainly not that which was drawn by
those two high authorities. The first
proclamation of amnesty, and the only
oue which was ever issued, and of which
there has heen so much misunderstanding

in the country, was that of the 6th
December, 18369, and it must be borne
in mind that 01T was o murdered

on the 4th of March, that Asxchhishop
Tacure did not arive in the North-West
until the 9th March, 1870, and that on
the 9th June His Lordship wrote to the
Secretary of State, the late Mr. Howr,
that he had promised an ammnesty for all
offences which had taken place, and all
crimes which had been committed, before
he arrived there. Itis also shewn that
Myr. Howg, instead of acknowledging the
correctness of the position taken by the
ArcrBISHOP, denied it, and told him dis-
tinetly that his declaration was made upon
his own responsibility. Without reading
Mr. Howg’s despatcl the House would
see from that of the GOVERNOR-GENERAL
to Lord CarNARvoN, this language, which
he took to be the best authority it was
possiile to obtain on this question :

“Tmmediately, Mr. Howg, the Secretary
of State, received the information of the
pronise made Ty s Lordship to Tt
aud LEPiNg, he warned Lim thot he had
done s0 on his own responsibility, aund
without the authority of the Canadian
Government.”

That certainly is not the conclusion
wlhich the Premier drew from the despatch
sent to Avehbishop Tacie on this ques-
tion another day to bear out his assertion
that the Government acquiesced, by their



54
silence, in the promise which the Arch-
bishop had made. Ford DuFrFERIN
also said in reference to the Archbishop’s
argument in which he laid very great
stress on what lie said were promises made
to them :

T confess I do not think that His Lord-
ship’s arguments can be sustained. In the

st place, the Archbishop’s claim to such
extensive powers is certainly invalid.”
Again, he says in the same despatch,
paragraph 13:

“There is certainly no intimation in his
instructions that he was authorized to pro-
mulgate a pardon, in the QUEEN’S name,
for a capital felony, still less could it be
contended that he was empowered to ex-
punge, of his own mere motion, a principal
term from a Royal Proclamation.”

Upon this same question Lord DurrerIN
proceeds as follows, in the same despatch :

“Tt would seem impossible to expand the
permission thus conveyed to the Bishop by
Sir JoHN, to promise the rebels protection
from the monetary demands of the
Hudson Bay Company, into an authority
to condone such a savage murder as that
of Scort’s. But even were this point to be
conceded, there would still remain an in-
surmountable difficulty in the way of prov-
ing Monseigneur TAcHE's case. The terms
of pardon, both in Lord Liscar’s Procla-
mation and Sir JoHN's letter, were made
conditional, in the one, ‘on the immediate
£ d peaceable obedience and dispersion of
the insurgents,” and in the other ‘on the
restoration of the Company’s Govern-
ment.””

It must be bornein mind that the Gov-
ERNOR GENERAL had given this matter a
very great deal of attention, and if we are
to suppose that this despatch was written
without the knowledge and consent of his
Council, he supposed they might argue
they were responsible also for the utter-
ances made in it. In paragraph 19 they
tound the following strong language :—

“ Under these circumstances, I am of
opinion that the Crown is not committed
to the pardon of the murderers of Scorr,
upon the ground that the Archbishop was
in any sense anthorized to made a promise
to that eficct.”

Lord CARNARVON took the same view of

this question. On page 37 of the blue

ook the following langnage appeours i—
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“T may observe, in the first place, that
it is obvious that neither the proclamation
intended to be issued, but from certain
causes nut published, at Fort Garry, in
1869, nor the correspondence cited in
paragraphs 4 to 7 of your despatch, are in
any way applicable to the condition of
affairs which arose when, some time
subsequently, the atrocious murder of
Scorr was committed. Nor can anything
promised to the murderers (althcugh in
good faith) by Archbishop TACHE, nor any
impression or understanding that he or
others may have formed of the purport of
conversations or communications with
individual Ministers, be deemed to have in
any way pledged the Crown to extend an
amnesty to acts which had not even been
heard of by the Dominion Government,
when he received the letters instructing
him as to his proceedings at Fort Garry,
and which on full examination could not
fail to appear to be such as the QUEEN (if
the Imperial Government should be
required to act) could not be advised to
leave unpunished. As Archbishop TAcHE'S
connection with this affair constitutes the
first of the five reasons alleged for
amnesty, I will now dispose of it by
observing that with all respect for his
honesty and good intentions, it is impos-
sible to admit that he had any sufficient
ground for believing that the Crown, or
the Colonial Government acting for the
Crown, did or could delegate to him, or to
any other umnofficial person, or indeed to
anyone, as to a Plenipotentiary,an unlimit-
ed power of pardoning crimes, of whatever
atrocity, not even known to have been
committed. And your opinion that the
Crown is in no way committed by any
promises given by Archbishop TacHE is
the only one which I can consider
tenable.” '

Upon this question it appeared to him that
the whole argument of the first Minister
was based on the presumed promise which
Lad been made Ly the Ministers of the
Crown, officially or otherwise, to the dele-
gates from the North-West, and this
declaration sets the whole matter at rest.
Lord CarnNarvox is fully in accord with
the GoVERNOR-GENERAL 1n his declaration
that the Crown could not be held to any -
such promise. He had laid before the
House the deliberate opinion conveyed in
a state paper sent by the GOVERNOR-
GENERAL, it was tb b supposed with the
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consent of his advisors, and the reply of
the Colonial Secretary thereto, which
should of themselves be sufficient to con-
vince the House, no matter what conversa-
tions had passed between Ministers and

delegates from the North-West, that
the Government were not ~ justified
in asking the THouse to adopt
the  resolution  submitted to  1it.

Let them now turn to the declarations of
the Ministers themselves. Mr. LANGEVIN,
who certainly urged on his colleagues the
granting of an amnesty, if they were to
accept his statements, and who threatened
to resign if it were not granted, said in his
evidence :

“I am not aware of any promise of
amnesty having been made by the Govern-
ment of Canada further than that - con-
tained in the proclamation of 6th December,
1869, or of any promise by any member of
the Government on behalf of the Govem-
" ment,”

This was a sufficiently exphmt denial.
But Mr. LaneeviN went further, .and
said :

“ 1 had not at any time, nor, so far as I
am aware, had any of my colleagues, made
any promise of an ammnesty to Archbishop
Tacug; Father RiTcHOT, or any other
party. I donot know of anything of the
kind, and this statement covers the whole
ground since the 6th December, 1869.”

Mr. LANGEVIN then proceeds :

“In every conversation I had with
Archbishop Tacrr, he always stated to
me that Sir Grorer CARTIER and Sir
JoAN MacpowALD, when they received,
on behalf of the Canadian Government,
the delegates from the people of the North-
‘West, had promised an amnesty, but on
enquiry of my colleagues, Sir GToORGE
CartiER and Bir JoEN Macpowawp, I

must say that they a,lwa.yo told me tha,t no
such promise was made.”

It was quite clear that Archbis hop
TacHE, in giving his evidence, told what
he thougjht was correct, and the Anca-
pisgop and Father RICHOT became so
anxious abont the amnesty that it became
a menomania with them, and they believed
that during the conversations which had
taken place between Ministers and them-
selves, promises had been made. On page
106 of the Blue Book, the evidence of Sir

55

one of the few portions of the evidence
which was not*given in marrative form.
He believed the question was put by the
member for South Bruce ; it appeared in
the following form :

Question.—Did the Canadian Govern-
ment or you, as a member thereof, hold
out to the delegates that the Government
would use their good offices in endeaveur-
ing~to secure an- amnesty ?

Angwer.—Neither the Canadian Gov-
ernment n#r T gave any such assurance to
the delegates.

There was no unofficial expression of a
desire that the amnesty should be granted
by the Imperial Government. On the
contrary, the opinion had been expressed
to the delegates that the state of public
feeling was “such as to render the granting
of the amnesty impossible. ”

On pages 100, 101 and 102 there were
the following portions of evidence given
by Sir JoEN MACDONALD :

“All requests to the (Government on
this subject were pressed with a view to
include those parties who were charged
with complicity in the death of Scorr.
The GovErNOrR GENERAL and his advisers
beld that the amnesty as proclaimed did
not cover that charge; and it seemed to
be the opinion of every one interested
that a proclamation expressly excluding
the parties last referred to Would do more
harm than good. * *

¢ The proclamation was called a general
amnesty, but we understood it to mean a
promise of amnesty for the offences referred
to in it. I do not think the contingency
of a death having occurred before the date
of the proclamation was contemplated

when it issued, and I do mot think its

terms would have covered a capital felony.

"The proclamation would not have covered

such a case as the death of Seott.”

Now,placing these positive declarations of
Miunisters, together with the deductions
which were dzawn from them by the
GovERNOR-GENERAL in his despatch, and
Lord CArNARVOR'S answer to it, it clearly
appeared that no such promise as that
mentioned by the First Minister in his
speech on the resolutien now before the
House could by any . possibility be de«
duced from them. There was, howovu,
pelhaps a more 1mportsmt point in- con-
nection with that quesmon, and one of a°

JOHN MAcDONALD was printed, and it was more gerious “character, viz.. the affidavit

M#. Wadkensse Bowell
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made by Father RicmoT in connection
with amnesty. He (Mr. Bowkrnr), must
express his surprise at the language used
by the First Minister when discussing this
point. If he understood the hon. gentle-
man aright, he stated that tlie rev. gentle-
man, in making that affidavit, was correct
in everything he had sworn to; and that
Lord Liscar, Sir Crixtoy MurpocH and
Sir GrorRGE CARTIER, in their positive
denial that any promise of amnesty was
made were wrong, and he, Father Ricnor,
was right. The Przmier had forgotten,
in the testimony given before the North-
West Committee, one of the witnesses, a
gentleman who was not all likely to mis-
represent the rev. gentleman—Mr. SULTE
—stated distinctly that Father Rrcmor
said after his interview with His Excrr-
LENCY and Sir Crintox Murpocw, “As T
don't understand English very well, I am
not satisfied with what His Excer-
LENCY said to me at our interview.”
Now, in opposition to the evidence of
Father Ricmor, to which the honorable
Premier gave so much weight, we have the
declaration of Lord Liscar himself. He
said: “T have in recollection the inter-
“view which I had with the Rev. ABBE
“ RITCHOT upon your introduction and in
‘“ your presence.

“ He dwelt earnestly upon two points.

““Fist. The redress of the political
“grievances of the inhabitants of the
“Red River Settlement, with especial
¢ reference, as I understood, to land grants.

“ Second. On an assurance of the exer-
“cise of the Royal Prerogative of mercy
“to cover all offences.

“ With regard to the first point, T gave
“him satlsfabctmy assurances of tho favor-
¢ able dispositions of the Canadian Govern-
“ ment and Legislature, as indeed evidenced
“by the passing of the Manitoba Act.
“ With regard to the second point, T stated
“T was not in a position to give him any
“agsurance, not having received instruc-
“tions on the subject from HEr MAJESTY'S
“Government.

«T promised to forward, without delay,
“the petition he spoke of as in prepara-
“tion, and stated that 1 felt sure HER
“ MaJEsTY’s Government would give full
“and serious consideration to any plea
“ which might be urged on lehalf of the
“view he advocated.

“1 am quite clear that neither on the
“ occasion in question, nor on any other
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“did I give an assurance or promise of an
“amnestv to cover all offences committed
“ during ‘the insurrection.”

Further, Sir Crinton Murpocm in his
letter to the Under Secretary of the Col-
onies, stated :

T have no recollection of any promise
‘“or expectation of an amuesty to Rimn
¢ and his associates having been held out
“by Lord Liscar, when Mr. Rrrcuor
“had an interview with him, in my pre-
“sence or at any other time. I scarcely
“think if such a promise had been made I
¢ could have failed to notice it at the time
“or to recollect it now. As regards Sir
“ GeorGE CarTiEr, I do not remember
“having ever had any conversation with
“him on the subject, or being present at
“any interview when it was discussed
“ between him and Lord Liscar.”

The late Sir Groree E. CarrtiEr also
had stated in his letter, an extract of
which  had been laid Tbefore the
North ~ West C‘ommittﬁ by the
Right Hon. Sir Jonx A. MacpoNarnp that
Lie made no promise of any amnesty. He
merely stated that he would not fail to
forward to Her Masesty the petition for
an ammuesty to which Father Rrrcmor
alluded, and then he added :

“ Bear in mind that with Father
“ Rrrcaor and the Archbishop I always
“ took the same ground we both did—
“ namely that the question of amnesty
“ was not for our decision, but for the
“ Queex and Imperial Government.”

Now, taking these portions of the evidence,
and then referring again to Lord Dur-
FERIN'S despatch upon this same question,
we found that he did not Lesitate to give
his opinion in reference to the late Sir
GeorGeE CARTIER's position. His Lord-
ship said :

“ It does not appear from the evidence
that he (S1z GEorRGE) made any specific
promise in respect to the murder of Scorr.”
This proof bhe thought was clear and to
the point uwpon the question of ammesty.
Lord CARNARYON also treated wupon this
question, and in referring to the conversa-
tion between the A]chbbLOp and the late
Government, and after having studied the
whole question, and read the despateh froim
this country, His Lordship said :

“ As to the second plea, based upon
alleged conversations held in 1870 by Abhe
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RircHOT, Archbishop TacuHe and others,

withthe GOVERNOR-GENERAL and Members
of the Dominion Government, T had occa-
sion some time ago to examine the state-
ments made on both sides, and I formed
then, and still hold the distinct opinion
that the misapprehension on the part of
AbbeRrreroT (from whatever causeit pro-
ceeded) of the statements made to him, was
so complete as to have led him entirely to
misrepresent not only the views bt the
Jangnage of the GOvVERNOR GGENERAL and
of other officers of the Government.”

With these facts before the Premier
and having studied as he must have done

with a good deal of care the despatch of |

Lord Durreriy, and the of
Lord Carxarvoy, he (Mr
thought the House had cause to marvel at
the manner in which the Premier had
treated this portion of the question,

namely, by placing the evidence of a gen-

reply

BowzLr) |

tleman with a very imperfeet knowledge !

of the English language, the language in
which the interview had taken place,

against that of the GOVERNOR-GGENERAL
.nd Sir Crixton MurpocH, and the de-
ductions drawn from the whole evidence
by the GovErxor-GENeraL and by Lord
CanNarvon. However, it was a matter of
taste for the Premier to assume . tha

position, and he had no doubt that if it
was necessary to go farther in order to re-
tain his followels upon this as upon other
questions, that the Premier would not
hesitate to do so. But there was other
evidence which though perhaps not so im-
portant of itself, yet with the followers of
the hon. gentleman might have as much
weight as, if not more, than the opinion of
the Goverxor-GENERAL or the Colonial
Secretary. He referred to the opinion
expressed by the Ontario organ of the
Government, though whether it was to
continue to be the organ was a question,
seeing that the new Liberal paper of Onta-
rio appeared to be high in their fuvour,
judging from the fact that it contained the
gist of the resolution before the House one
dav before the Globe. However, the Globe
was still good authority for the views of
the Government, although there appeared
to be two leaders on the opposite side of the
House, with two organs, and that journal
stated that there was not a pirticle of covi-
dence either in the pamphlet published by
Archbishop TacHE, or the lettersubsequent-
ly published by RiEL or in the evidence
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before the North-West Committee to
establish a promise of amuesty. The state-

ment of that journal was as follows :

“It will be seen that the more that is
written on this question the more clearly
it is proved that there was no promise of
amnesty. All the Archbishop’s witnesses
are against him, and 1t is a rule of law
that a man is bound by his own evidence.
‘Without even hearing the other side,
therefore, the Archbls.xop is non-suited.
We doubt if any abler advocate can be
found than the Avchbishop, and if le
»Lall have failed to establish the existence
of an amnesty, and a grievance affecting
RIEL, we doubt if any good can come of
placing an impossible tavk in less skillful
hands. One is strongly reminded in read-
ing the Archbishop’s pampldet of what a
great lawyer once said to his junior—
“We have no case, thercfore the less we

i say the better, for if we say anything we

shall only make more clear how complete-
ly we are without a leg to stand on.’”
Inreferenceto the letter publisied by Louis
RILL, the same journal said, spcakln(r as

they Lad a right to presume for the Cabi-
net :

“There 1s no new evidence adduced, and
there is not even a pretence of anything
like a written promise having been ac-
corded.”

And in reference to the evidence pro-
duced before the North-West Committee,
that paper stated :

“The reader cannot fail tohave observed,
(1) That no direct proof of any kind can
apparently be brought forward to prove the
promise of an most) (2) That four years
having elapsed, and Archhishop Tacug
being well informed on the suhject, is
almost conclusive against the existence of
amy such proof. (3) That the proof relied on
is hiear, say evidence of the most unreliable
kind.”

He begged to draw the attention of the
House to the fact thot when the Hon.

Premier was reading with so much force
that portlon of theev 1<1vnc(- of Arehbishop
TACHE, in reference to the interview with
the late Government, the impression that.
he seemed desirous of making was, that the
Archbishophadtheinterview hnmelf where
as it was only the hearsay evidence of mh(
He had quoted these extracts on the part
of the leadm" jowrnal of the Governnient
party in Ontario to show that even that
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journal, that was as anxious as any one
could be to fasten upon the late Govern-
ment the fact of their having promised an
amnesty in order to damage them in the
country, was compelled to say that there
was not a single ground upon which to
base a charge that an amnesty had been
promised. The next point that the Pre-
mier discussed was the assertion that the
so-called Government of Louis RieL was
a de facto Government, and therefore
whatever might have been done by it,
partook of a political rather than a civil
character. Now, even admitting that it
was & de facto Government, would that
justify the murder in cold blood of one of
our citizens! TUpon this point, His
ExcELLENCY the GIOVERNOR-GENERAL in
his despatch used this language :

“ But though these proceedings thus
received a certain sanction at the hands of
the representatives of the population of
the North West, it does not appear to me
to affect RIeL’s “culpability with respect
to Scorr. 1In the first place, as has been
very. clearly laid down by the Chief
Justice of Manitoba in his charge to the
jury on the LEPINE trial, it is not possible
for any lawful executive aithority to
spring into existence within Her
MaszsTY’s Dominions, unless it e tes
from herself. Without, however, laying
too much stress jupon the purely legal
aspect of this part of the question, it is
very evident that the killing of Scorr
was not an exercise of jurisdiction known
to any form of law, but an inhuman
slaughter of an innocent man, aggravated
by circumstances of extraordinary
brutality.”

Lord CarnarvoN also discussed this point
very clearly. He stated:—

“The third plea that the murderers of
ScorT represented a de facto Government,
and are consequently excusable on politi-
cal grounds, is one which I eannot for a
moment entertain. There could be within
the Queen’s possessions in North America
no power or pretence of establizhing a de
facto Government, independent of, or defy-
ing Her Masesty and her officers, which
could aspire to any such immunity as that
claimed ; and any argument based on the
view of such a state of things being
possible, is in my opinion not even worthy
of discussion.”

His Lordship also stated, in reference
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to the receiving of the aid of these men
during the threatened Fenian raid—
and these remarks of His Lordship were
the best reply to the arguments of the
Premier, that when a body of men like
those who had been in rebellion in. the
North-West offered their services to the
State, and their services were accepted,
that the offences they had previously com-
mitted were thereby condoned—an argu-
ment which, if of any force at all, should
if carried out logically, have led to a com-
plete amnesty, His Lordship stated :

“ Admitting that Mr. ARCEIBALD dealt
with these persons as with any other mem-
bers of the comimunity, received valuable
assistance from ‘them, and not only for-
mally thanked them, but promised them a
temporary immunity from the consequences
of their crime ; I feel no hesitation in con-
cluding that neither these transactions, nor
even any further promise (if *he had made
one), of endeavouring to procure for them
an amnesty, can be held to have placed
the Crown under any obligation absolutely
to condone so disgraceful a crime as that
+Which they had committed.”

He (Mr. BowsLr) contented himself with
reading these portions of the despatches in
reply to the argument of the First .
Minister as a reason why amnesty should
be granted. But he could go farther, and-
state that it could have been established
before the North-west Committee, had the
question been allowed to have been proved
that the offering of the services of Louis
Rier and his compatriots was an after

thonght. That offer was only given after
the Fenians had been driven from British
territory, and that it would be madness
on their part to have attempted to take
part in the raid. The proclamation in
reference to this matter was issued on the
3rd October, 1871. On the 5th between
two and three hundred men were marching
to the frontier, and it was only on the 7th
that RipL and LEPINE wrote to the Gov-
ernor. It was true that Father Ritemor
had written before that to the Governor,
buttheaffidavit of one FRANCOIS CHARRETTE
sworn to before J. H. Asmpown, J. P, of
‘Winnipeg, shewed conclusively that these
pavties were 1n league with O’Doxonve,.
and those connected with him, and it was
only when they found that it would be

madness on their part to join them that

they offered their services to the Governor.
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Tt might perhaps be as well on this peint
to read the aflidavit he had referved to.
It was as follows :

“ 1, Francols CHARRETTE, of the parish
of St. Norbert, make oath and say, that
at the Church of PEre Ritcnor, on Hun-
day, the 8th day of October, 1871, I was
present, and in the morning before service
commenced, I heard Lovis RiEL say to a
number of half-breeds who were assem-
bled cutside the church : “ You see,” said
he, ¢ that our friend O’DoxOHUE is taken
prisoner at Pembina.
been our friend, and we should fight for
him and try and get him released.”

PiErRE DELORME said : - Our O’'Doxo-
HUE is a prisoner, and we can do nothing
as the English are stronger than we.
But the best thing we can do is to go and
see the Governor and to otfer him our ser-
vices, to show that aswe can do nothing for
O’DoNoHUE we are all on his side now.”
To this RIEL agreed, and they all went
away to see the Governor. From what T
have heard RieL and others say, I know
that it was the intention of him and his
party to join O'DoxosHvE and the Fen-
jans.

Fraxcols CHARRETTE.

“Sworn before me at Winnipeg, this
12th day of October, 1871, and interpreted
and thoroughly understood by the above
I‘RMCOIS CHARRETTE,

J. H. Asupowx, J. P.”

Now, if there was any force in that
affidavit and in the fact that these men
did not offer their services till the Fenians
were driven from the country,he could not
see that they were entitled to any consider-
ation for what was only an assumed loyal-
ty. In view of all these facts the ques-
tion for this House to decide was whether
a five years’ banishment was a sufficient
punishment for the crime with which
these men were charged. He held that
the position that tncv occupied now was
much worse than it would be after these
resolutions were passed, and  carried into
effect. If the telegrams received from
Manitoba were to be reliel on—and from
our knowledge of whatliad been donetlheve
in the past it was evident they were cor-
rect—the papers declaring Rint an outlaw
had yesterday been read in Court, and he
wuas therefore now an outlaw. Then with
regard to LEPINE, if these resolutions were
carried out, in place of two years' impris-
Mr. Mackensie Bouell.
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onment and permanent deprivation of his
political rights, he would after five years
be restoired to all  the rights and
privileges  of any  Dritish  sulject.
What wus this crime of which this man
stood charged? e was not a little sur-
prised, as he thought every member of the
House must be, to hear the Premier
declare with considerable velhemence that
neither he nor any one of his colleagues or
Party ever tried to make political cahloal
out of this questlon. Such an assertion,
he was bound to say, could not be received
with the same dependence as that which
were generally placed upon the utterances
of the First Minister of the Crown. Look-
ing for a moment at the opinions held of
this crime by the different persons who
had considered this question, he would
commence with that of His ExcEnreNcy
the GOVERNOR-GENERAL himself—and he
supposed he had the right to refer to that
opinion. He would quote ounly from the
communications placed before the House,
in which he found His ExcELLENCY say-
ing, in his despatch of 10th December :
¢ At the time this instrument (that is, the
proclamation of Lord Liscar) was placed
in the hands of these gentlemen (that is,
Vicar-General TrHiBatLr, Colonel De
SALABERRY, and Mr. DoNALD SMITH), NO
blood had been shed nor any very heinous
crime  committed.”  His EXCELLENCY
says in the same despatch that Arch-

bishop Tacae had no authority to
condone such a savage murder as

that of Scorr. Again he says the offer
of an ammnesty must have been communi-
cated to Rier before the accomplishment
of that tragedy. He says further that
“the killing of ScoTT was not an exercise
of jurisdiction known to any form of law,
but an inhuman slaughter of an innocent
man, aggravated by civcumstances of extra-
ordinary brutality. ”
These were the deliberate  opinions of
one who had studied this question from
the beginning to the end. His Exec Heney
also sald, in pavageaph 27, pave 12, of
this despateh, speaking of the muarder —
“The utmost alleged against Scorr iy
that he used violent Lmrm"' e in prison,
and that e had alladed to an intention of
capturing Rien and  retaining him as a
hoat:vm for the release of the prisoncrs
Iready referied to; but even these alle-
watlons were not proved, nor, had they
heen proved ten times over, cou]d they
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have rendered him liable to serious punish- | exchanged seats with the right hon, the
ment.” member for Kingston and taken the salary
attaching to the position. He did not know
whether the change had taught him to use
otherlanguage,and cultivatethoseinfluences
which in the past he pretended to despise.
Of course he had no objection, and the
House and country would have no objec-
tion to the hon. gentleman’s improving in
all the language that he might use, but he
found that the hon. gentleman termed it

His Excellency, speaking still of this mur-
der, further said :—

“The further details of the tragedy are
so horrible, if the statements in the evi-
dence can be relied on, that 1 will not
shock your Lordship by repeating them ;
suffice it to say, that all the special plead-
ing in the world will not prove the killing
of ScorT to be anything else than a cruel, | . 3 . .
wicked and unnecessary crime.” in his speeches in the Westa murder, and

i} - that he was going to do everything he pos-
Lord Carxarvon was equally e Xph.mt P | gibly could to have these murderers ar-
o this poiut, and repeatedly in his des- rested. When the hon. gentleman was
patches he .desgnated 1 as a.brutal and Treasurer of Ontario, in siweaking of this
atrocious crume. He .Sp()k‘? of it as a mur. isame man he now designated a gentle-
d?r no less than five times in the course of | man, he said that Rier would either be
his remarks, and wound up by saying that

. o ;apprehended and brought to justice by
“such a murder as that N f: SC,(,)TT cannot | | oons of the 85,000, or-be compelled to
be allowed to go unpunished.” He also

said, looking at the matter from an en- hide from the light of day his coward
e od ¢ Doint of view— fae'e and crime-stained hauds, If he was tobe
tirely independent point of view . driven from the country never again to
“1It has been a source of mu?h pain 0 | he seen in Canada, he (Mr. BowELL) was
maiy who, like myself, take pride in the | of opinion that when the Premier’s Minis-
public il_lstitutions of Cauada, to hear of | ¢or of Justice was in communication with
the Legislature being disgraced by the | 4 reverend gentleman who knew where
election to the House of Commons and | Rygy, was, and could put his hands on
the presence within its walls of a criminal him, he was equally guilty with the
like RIEL ; and T wholly fail to understand | VMinister of Justice who sent RIEL one
how any section of the Canadian people, | thousand dollars.
of whatever race or creed, can so far mis- Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—Does the
take the true character of these unhappy | Lon, member say I have been communi-
proceedings as to throw over them the cating with some rev. gentleman about
color of patriotism. RigL ¢
He (Mr. BoweLn) was not aware,| Mr. BOWELL said the idea that he
indeed, whether those gentlemen were not | desired to convey was that if the present
educated to the use of this strong language | Premier’s Minister of Justice, with the
by those who now occupied the Treasury | knowledge, he presumed, of the Premier,
Benches,  He found, on reference to the | had an interview either by himself (that
record, that the hon. the Premier did not | was, the Minister of Justice) with Rev.
hesitate, when he was discussing the ques- | Mr. Lascous, and could have had him
tion of the murder of ScoTT to use language | brought to justice—
equal]y strong and pointed as that of Lord Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—I tell the
Drrrerix and the Earl of Carvarvox— | Lhon. gentleman I did not know where
language certainly not in accord with that | Rien was, and if T had known he would
he used to-night. Tt must have surprised | have been arrvested.
every one in the House to Lear the Pre- Mr. BOWELL said Le wus oiiged
mier speak of “the gentlemen whogoverned | to conelude, then, that Hon. ¥Mr. Donioxw,
that country previous to the troops going | when he was making promises on belialf
there.” The gentlemen, forsooth ! When | of the Cabinet, and entering into negotin-
speaking of them from this (the Opposi- | tions with Governor Morris and Arch-
tion) side of the House, and of the events | bishop TACHE to get this man out of the
which occurred in that part of the world, | way, was acting on his own responsibility,
he made use of the term rufitans ! e did | and they were then as they were now,
not know whether the Premier had | setting the whole principle of responsible
changed his mind, or whether Lis change | Government at defiance, in throwing on
of language arose trom the fact that he had  the shoulders of others that which they
My, Mackensie Bowell.
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should assume themselves.
the Premier placed himself in that posi-
tion, he (Mr. BowELL) could have no fault
to find. He dealt with facts as they
existed, and if the Premier’s Minister of
Justice failed to arrest Riern when he

could have done so, the hon. gentleman |
(the Premier) should have visited him |

with the same condemnation as he did the
Minister of Justice in the old Govern-
ment, knowing, as he must have known
(becanse he had the evidence in his pos-
session) that Hon. Mr Dorioxy pursued
such a course. The Premier, in a speech
in Lambton, told the electors he would do
what he could do to bring the murderers of
Scorr to justice. The hon. gentleman
would hardly attempt to say that when he
made that speech he made 1t for political
purposes.  The hon. member for South
Bruce did not hesitate upon every occa-
sion when an opportunity presented itself
of using the strongest language that he

could command, and when he said that he |

was using a strong expression, for he
believed there was no man in the
House or country who knew better how to
use language than that gentleman in speak-
ing on a question of this kind. They
found the Premier to-night, in Lis attempts
to justify what had been done in the
North-West, telling the House that there
was nothing done during the Manitoba
ingurrection that was not equalled in the
rebellion of 1837-38. He admitted there
were crimes perpetrated in 1837-8 which
deserved punishment such as the perpetra-
tors received, but he denied that there was
a death or anything that bore a parallel to
the atrocity of that crime committed in
the North-West. There were deaths, he
admitted, but they occurred in fight, and
he repeated, as he stated in this House
before, that if Scorrhad been shot upon
the plains in resisting those who were in
revolt at the time, and in anything like
fight, there would have been some reason
for the arguments now used in order to
grant an amnesty ; but ScoTT was taken
into a cell where there was no possibility
of his doing anything that could injure
them, and not, as the excuse offered for
him by the Premier when he said he
was put to death because it was feared
ScoTt might do something wrong towards
the then powers in that country.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon.
gentleman must not misrepresent me.

My, Mackenzie Bowell.
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Mr. BOWELL-—That is a strong ex-
pression. I took the words down.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—T said that
the killing of Scorr was accompanied with
unnecessary cruelty. I said there was ne
conceivable reason to me why they should
put him to death unless it was for feur of
some approximate cause. I said that wis
the only possible reason they could give. 1
never said it was a proper reason.

Mr. BOWELL said the Lon. gentie
man must have known from the evidence
that ScorT was at the thue of Lis death
in a position that he could not by any pos-
sibility have done anything to injure
them. He was in a dungeon, manacled,
and was brought before the tribunal in
that state. He knew very little of the
language wused in his shamm twizl.  The
declaration on the part of LEPINE was that
some oue, two or three must be put to
death in order to impress upon the (fana-
dian Goverument the fact that they weve
sincere, and that they were in earnest in
what they were doing. Now, he (M.
BowkeLw) held that the Premier kunew these
facts when le gave them as an indivect
reason for ScoTT’s death that lie desired to
convey to the House the impression thut
Le did not hold the same strong opinions
that he at one time expressed in this
House and outside of it on this subject.
The hon. member for South Bruce cer-
tainly used this question in more places
than one. He designated it in this House
as a cold-blooded murder.

Hon. Myr. BLAKXE—Hear, hear.

Mr. BOWELL—He designated RieL
as one guilty of murder.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—Hear, hear.

Mr. BOWELL said he was glad to hear
him say “Hear, hear,” for if he held the
same opinions now he would not vote for
the Premier’s resolution to condone RiEL’s
crime and leave him in a position to sit in
this House and draw the public money.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—He applied to the
proper Minister of Justice to supply the
money.

Mr. BOWELL said he condemned the
action of the former Minister of Justice,
as he did that of the present Premier and
his colleagues, and if the same means had
been taken to catch RIEL that had been
employed to get him here, he would now
be in the same position as LEPINE or per-
baps woise. The former Minister of Jus-
tice did wrong to send money to Rizr,
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but he was astonished that the member
for South Bruce, with all hispolitical mor-
ality and hounesty, should support a Min-
ister of Justice wio had been, directly or
indirvectly, in communieation with this
same murderer. On the 11th April, the
hon. member feor South DBruce said the
murder of ScorT was perpetrated on the
ground of pure personal revenge, and in
another specch at Dowmanville, he remark-
ed the murdered man was murdered for
his loyalty to his QUEEN and country, and
for that alone.

Hon. Mr. MITCHHELL—Whosaid that!?

Mr. BOWELL—The hon. member for
South Bruce, of course. He referred to it,
hecause that hon. gentleman was the power
behind the Throne.  The same hon. gen-
tleman in this House remarked that the
murder of ScorT was an unprovoked and
damnable murder.

Hon. Mr. BLAKE—Hear, hear !

Mr. BOWELL said he was glad to
hear the hon. gentleman say “Lear, hear,”
and he was sure the hon. gentleman would
not vote for a resolution which would say
to RiEL, “You can go to the States for five
vears, and come back again to enjoy all the
rights of aloyal citizen. Then, on the 30th
January, the member for South Bruce re-
marked, “It was no ordinary murder ; it
was no murder for money, or for any of
those causes which usually provoke a great
crime.” He (Mr. Bowrir) could go on
reading these extracts, but he thought he
had quoted enough to show the opinion Mr.
Brake formerly held of R1eL’s erime. Chief
Justice Woop, who the Hon. Mr. Doriox
declared a most impartial man, and free
from prejudice, in sentencing LEPINE, said :

“ An unlawful, ordinary homicide is a
startling and shocking occurrence in a
civilized and Christian community, but
the killing of Scorris taken out of the
category of common homicides, So dread-
ful and so horrible was it that even those
who at first felt disposed to sympathise
with the cause of the insurrectionary move-
ment would not believe it possible until
the dayk deed was perpetrated.  The
knowledge of it sent a thrill of horror
throughout the Dominion of Canada and
the civilized world, and struck the hearts
of the settlers of Red River with shudder-
ing terror, and although now over four
vears have passed away, that crime is still
regarded by the people of Red River and
the Dominion of Canada with unabated

Mr, Maol’cenzie Bowell,
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(abhorrence, and not a solitary individual

has ever dared to speak or write a single
sentence, I will not say of justification, but
even in extenuation, palliation, excuse or
apolegy of its enormity, and the evidence
given on your trial, instead of relieving,
has added to and increased the dark
shadows surrounding that awful tragedy.
In your defence they were allowed the
widest latitude, but to the credit of human
nature and to the honour of the profession
be it said, during their entire defence they
had not one syllable of justification or
apology to offer for the awful crime of
which you have been convicted ; indeed, I
do not believe tweuty respectable French
Metis can be found in the whole Red River
settlement who would not have come to
the same conclusion. PERE RiTcHOT swears
he advised you and others of the risk and
the danger you incurred in the movement
in which you and your confreres were en-
gaged. For what was done by you and
your associates from that time onward,
whatever may be said as to what was done
prior thereto, you and your associates
stand before the world without a shadow
of excuse or justification. You would not
heed the warning—you would not listen
to what you knew was the truth. You
imprisoned, and I may say from what has
been disclosed on this trial, tortured those
even innocent of actively opposing your
mad proceedings.  You robbed HEer
MasesTY's loyal subjects of their property,
and plundered whenever you could do so
with impunity. And lastly, you crowned
the long catalogue of your crimes with the
slaughter of Trmomas Scorr, for no other
offence than loyalty to his Queex. Had
you taken the advice of your brother
BaPTISTE on that fatal evening of the 3rd
of March, you would not now be where
you are. You did not spare poor ScorT
You did not think of, or if you did, you
did not regard his poor old mother or
bis relations. =~ Where his ashes repose
you may know, but we do not. "Whether
his body was made away with so as not to
be found, to be set up as a defence, as has
been done on this trial, or because it was
so mangled and mutilated that even you
were ashamed it should ever be seen, is
unknown. Taking all the facts in evidence
together, well might the ever-to-be-
lamented Sir GEorGE E. CARTIER, in a
private and confidential communication to
Lord Liscar, say, the killing of Scorr
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was an excessive abuse of power and erue
brutality.
be forced to prepare toleave this and enter
the invisible world in a few short hours.
When the Rev. Mr. YouNa came to vou
like an angel of mercy, and with streaning
eyes begoed you to spare Scorr’s life only
for a few short hours to enable him to
prepare to meet his Gop, you, inhu-
manly denied and refused his request with
a brevity and emphasis in keeping with

every act surrounding this humanbutchery. |

After Scorr’s death, thissame messenger of
Heaven, bathed in tears, went to RrrL
along with the Bishop of Rupert’s Land,
and humbly implored Rizn to give him
the body that he might give it the last
sad rites of the Church, intimating that he
was about writing to his poor old mother
the untimely death of her son, and that it
would be a consolation to her to know
that her son had recetved Christian burial.
To all entreaties to spare life for a few
short hours before death, and to give the
body for burial after death, you were
alike inflexible. Search the annals of
the barbarous tribes which for centuries
have roamed over the vast prairies of
the North-West, and in them yon will fail
to find a parallel in savage atrocity.”
Now, the Premier must have known
all these facts when he framed, or allowed
some one else to frame those resolutions
for kim, asking for an amnesty to be
granted. He helieved the people of this
country were unanimous in wishing to
grant an amnesty to every one implicated
in the Manitoba rebellion except the four
men concerned in this savage and damn-
able butchery. Did any one suppose that
even if this resolution were passed it
would settle the question? Did the
Premier suppose for a moment that those
who took the extreme view in favor of
Rirn would not the very next session
bring in a motion to relieve this gentle-
man from his political disabilities. (Min-
isterial cries of ““hear, hear.”)

Mr. BOWELL said that he had used
the expresgion by mistake, and there was
Jjust this difference between himself and
the Premier—that the latter did not.

Hon, Mr, MACKENZIE—I am quite
sure if I used the expression I used it inad-
vertently. I never intended to call RikL
a gentleman.

Mr. BOWELL, continuing, said he was
not prepared, considering the fact that the

Mr, Maclenzic Bowell,
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country had Leen agitated from one end to
the other Ly hon. gentlemen opposite on

| this subject for no other than political

purposes, to aceept a  milder pen-
alty for the fowr men implicated in
the Scort murder than can be obtained.
But  why should (’DoxontvE recelve
severe punishment while his colleagues
escaped wish bauishment from the country
for five years T The answer which would
be given was that O’'DoxNoHUE was a
Fenian. - He did not hesitate to say that
if O’DoxourvE had belong=d to the sumne
nationality as LEPINE and Lis comrades,
he would not have been visited with perpe-
tual banishment. While he held that no
punishment could be too great to visit
upon those who took part in the Teniun
raid, the facts showed that O'Doxonve
went there with the knowledge of those
who were about to be pardoned, =nd
that they were equally guilty with him,
only they possessed less courage. If
O'Doxonte  was to receive perpetual
banishment, which he richly deserved, so
also ought those who were connected with
him in the movement. and were guilty of
murder, If this difficult question could he
wiped out it would be a fortunate
circamstance, not only for Parliament,
but for the country, but when he found
that the party supporting the Government
never ceased year after year to agitate this
questionthrough the country, and at length
ascended to power mainly by that means,
he was not prepared to give them credit
for either patriotism or kindly feeling to-
wards those whom they now desired should
go unwhipped of justice. If the same op-
portunity was again presented to that
party to stump the country on that ques-
tion, they would prey upon the passions of
the people of Ontario, if they could secure
political advancement thereby. Knowing
what that party had done in the past, and
what they would be ready to do in the
future, if the opportunity presented itself,
he was not prepared to accept the resolu-
tions moved by the First Minister, nor did
he believe they would be acceptahle to a
majority of the people of Ontario, how-
ever much they might be supported by
members who were driven to voting
for them from fear of breaking
up the Administration, and the still
greater fear that members of another party
would oceupy their seats on the Treasury
Benches, who would govern the country
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much better than the present Government,
and much more in accordance with their
professions when out of office. The pre-
diction which he had made during the
last political canvass was being verified,
viz. : that the very moment the Ontario
elections were over, and the (Government
had secured all the constituencies that
could possibly be secured, LePINE would be
reprieved. No sooner were the Ontario
elections closed than the fact of LEPINE'S
reprieve was promulgated through the
Official Gazette. By watching the course
of events and knowing the past history of
the party in power, he knew moreover
that before it was possible for the Quebec
elections to be brought on the Govern-
ment would introduce some scheme for
granting an amnesty in order to emable
their friends in Lower Canada to
go to the polls with the declara-

tion made by the hon. member for Jac-
ques Cartier somé time ago at a public
meeting, that it wasonly from the Liberal
party that an amnesty could be expected,
if any should ever be proclaimed. That
had also come to pass. Thewhole scheme
for the pardon of LePINE was purposely
kept back until after the Ontario elections,
and it ‘was now brought forward before the
Quebec elections, and members would hear
the parishes of Lower Canada ringing with
declarations of the love which thie Govern-
ment had displayed for their countrymen
in the North-West, and shown themselves
friends and allies of the Maetis.

Mr. PLUMB rose amid cries of question.
He said that in a debate of so much im-
portance the House had a right to expect
to hear from the members supporting the
Government, some remarks in justification
of the extraordinary resolutions which had
been submitted. He could quite imagine
the difficulties under which the Premier
labored when he rose to support the reso-
lutions which he had brought forward. The
hon. gentleman would remember the course
which he and his friends pursued, and i
view of their past professions he (Mr. PLUME)
was not prepared for the course which had
been pursued. It required all the courage,
not to say the audacity, of the hon. gentle-
man to enable him to introduce his resolu-
tions. The peoplehad been surprised to find
that immediately after the Ontario elec-
tions had taken place an extra Gazette
was issued, giving notice of the commuta-
tion of the. sentence passed on LEPINE,
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and their surprise was increased when, on
examining the papers and despatches
brought down, it appeared that on the
15th of January the Minister of Justice
was directed to commute the sentence.
The reason why that direction was not
published to the world in the Gazette of
the following Saturday, was found in the
fact that immediately after that date there
was to be an election in Ontario, and it
was supposed no doubt that the publica-
tion of that commutation of sentence would
have an effect on the result of that elec-
tion. It was extraordinary under all the
circumstances that the announcements
should not have been inserted in the
Gazette in the regular way, instead of its
being published three or four days after-
wards in an extra. Those who had
taken an interest in the late elections
would have been glad to know that it was
intended to commute LEPINE’s sentence,
for that question of commutation was a
prominent one during the canvass. When
the Government found themselves brought
face to face with that question, beyond a
possibility of evading it, a question wupon
which they had ridden to power in On-
tario, it was very convenient for them to
find ample reason why His Excellency
the GoveERNOR GENERAL should deal with
it, and why he should throw his mantle of
protection around them, and save them
in some measure from taking that re-
sponsibility which they were bound to
assume before the country, and which the
country would hold them to. ~The GovEr-
Nor GENERAL, with thatkindness which he
had shown on all occasions, was perhaps
very willing to remove this vexed question
from the region of political discussion,
while, in doing so, he felt he was support-’
ing a-weak-kneed Ministry that had not

‘the power of doing the work itself

In postponing the publication of that
announcement of commutation until it
should suit the convenience of a political
Party in a certain portion of the Dominion,
the life of LzpINE might have been sacri-
fied, because the Chief Justice of Manitoba
was obliged to interfere and respite the
prisoner in order o allow of the receipt of
the official notice of commutation of sen-
tence. A man’s life was thus trifled with
to merve political purposes ; there was a
week’s delay, during which time LEPINE
was lying under sentence of death. This
was a kind of cruelty which was only
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something less atrocious than the murder
committed by LEPINE and his associates.
A perusal of the papers laid on the table
of the House showed that the members of
the late Ministry might be content to rest
their case, so far as blame might attach to
them, on tle despatches ~which accom-
panied the commutation of sentence.
It was very evident that at the out-
set an impression went abroad into

the country that the judgment concerning |

the commutation had been taken without
the advice or suggestion of the Ministry ;
but such was not found to be the actual
fact. That impression was not confirmed
by the despatches of His ExceLLENcY the
G-OVERNOR-GENERAL, and in his despatch
to Lord CArRNARVON there were the follow-
ing words : “The rcasons for which my
Ministers arve desirous of seeking your
Lordship’s assistance are founded on the
fact of the circumstances out of which the
‘amnesty question, has grown, having
oceurred at a time anterior to the asswnp-
tion by Canada of the Government of the
North West.” Tt was thus seen that His
ExceLLExcy the GOvERNOR-GENERAL did
not seek the assistance of Lord CARNARVON,
but his Ministers sought it ; and theve-

fore the responsibility must rest
with them of baving removed the
decision of the question from them-

selves, and placed it in other hands.
leference had been made in the despatcues
to feelings of antagonism and irritation
that existed in this country on this ques-
tion. If such was the case, who were
responsible for exciting such feelingst It
was these gentlemen opposite and their
friends who had made the ScorT murder a
political cry in the elections, and had
raised it to the position of a grave politi-
cal question. Such being the fact, they
should now bear the responsibility of
their own conduct, and not seek to shirk
it by throwing the blame upon their pre-
decessors. He would like to see this
question settled, but those who had
brought it so prominently before the pub-
lic, and made it an embarrassing question,
should bear the responsibility of settling
it. A great deal had been said about a
promise of amnesty by the late Govern-
ment, but there was nothing that he could
find in the evidence to establish such a
promise.  CGlarbled extracts of the evi-
dence might be ingeniously connected
together with a view to make an impres-
Mr. Mackenzie Bowell.
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gion, but the fact remained that a promise
of amnesty had not been proved. That
being the case, it devolved wupon the
present Government to deal with the
question upon its merits, and they could

‘uot divest themselves of their responsi-

bility Ly any attempts to throw it upon
their predecessors. He was somewhat
surprised  at  the vreference to the
agrecement which he said had been entered
into between RiEL and Sir GrorGeE Cag-
TIER that the former should vacate Pro-

vencher in  favour of the latter,
because the terms of that arrange-

ment had nothing to do wih the ques-
tion of amnesty or with the murder of
ScorT, but ouly had reference to the oceu-
pation of certain lands of the Metis.
Sir GEORGE CARTIER never acknowledged
the telegram which was sent by RIEL and
his friends, but telegraphed back to Gov-
ernor ARCHIBALD. It had been said that
the fact that RIEL and lis [riends had
aided the Government at a time when a
Fenian raid wus threatened, was a good
reason for the condonation of their offences.
That in his opinion was the only point
which had been made which in the slight-
est degree could justify ammnesty ; but he
found that Lord Carxarvon in his des-
patch did not consider even that a suffi-
cient reason for condoning the offence.
‘While perhaps under the circumstances it
might be best to do something in order to
allay the feeling that existed in the
country for many years in regard to this
affair and prevent further agitation, he did
not think the resolutions now before the
House at all met the case in a proper way.
He was not bound by his constituents
to any special or peculiar view of this
question, but he had no doubt that
other members were differently situ-
ated. He had no doubt that the murder
of ScoTT Wwas entirely unjustifiable.  He
adverted to a quarrel which had occur-

red between RiIEL and Scorr, and
related the circumstances connected
with Scorr’s first arrest, his escape

and subsequent re-capture and execution.
He again expressed his opinion that the
resolutions would not settle this difficult
question in a manner satisfactory to the
country, and he concluded by stating that
ke had spoken on this (uestion without
much previous preparation, and being
unaccustomed to address the House
especially on questions of this nature, he
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craved the indulgence of hon. gentlemen.
Right Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDON-
ALD said he did not think that his hon.
friend need ask the indulgence of the
House, but if he had done so, it apparent-
ly had not been granted, because for the
first time in his life had the majority in
the House taken a course like that follow-
ed tonight. A subject of great import-
ance to the future well-being of this coun-
try had been treated by gentlemen oppo-
site with extraordinary levity, encouraged,
he was sorry to say, by some Ministers of
the Crown. He had listened with great
attention, as it deserved, to the speech of
the hon. Premier ; but he had failed to
gather  from his elaborate  speech
whether the honorable gentleman held
that the faith of the Crown of
England was pledged to amnesty to the
parties implicated in the rebellion in the
North-West. The whole question turned
upon that point, and the hon. gentleman
did not explain himself satisfactorily upon
it. He had not argued that the faith of
the Crown was pledged. If the faith of
the Crown was pledged to amnesty, then,
no matter what the crime might be—mno
matter how atrocious it might be in its
inception, and in its consummation—no
matter how blameable the Government of
the day might be in making that pledge—
no matter with what condemnation he or
his colleagues might be treated for making
that pledge—if the honour of the Crown
of England was pledged, then an amnesty
ought to be extended to these men, and if
extended to them it should be full and
complete. There could not be a partial
performance, an approximate performance,
of the pledge—there could not be an
approximate saving of the faith of the
('rown, and therefore if the honour of the
Crown was pledged to amnesty, that
amnesty should be granted pure
and simple without any conditions.
The resolutions before the House did not
say, and the Government upon whose re-
sponsibility they were brought down, did
not think, that the honor or faith of the
Crown had been pledged. The Premier
attempted to draw a distinction between
the honor of the Crown in Canada and the
Imperial honor of the Crown. He said
that although in a technical sense the
honor of the Crown had not been pledged,
yet it had been committed to an amnesty
to all inténts and purposes. HER MAJEsTY
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did not wear two crowns, but one crown,
and there was therefore but one way in
which the honor of that crown could be
said to be pledged, for there wer: no two
kinds of honor attaching to it. The
QUEEN was the sovereign of Great Britain,
Ireland, and all their colonies and depen-
dencies, and any pledge made on her be-
half, whether by her Prime Minister in
England or in the smallest dependency in
the Empire, would not be broken. No
obligation could exist here that did not
exist in England. She was Sovereign of
Canada, and every pledge made by him
(Sir Jor~) when Premier, or by the gen-
tleman now at the head of the Govern-
ment, as her advisers for this portion of
the Empire, could fail in being carried out
to the utmost extent, no matter what the
result be to the individuals or the parties
concerned by that promise. Before dis-
cussing the resolutions placed before the
House, he would ask leave to recall some
of the circamstances connected with the
annexation of the North-West to the
Dominion of Canada. The Premier in
his speech stated that there was something
wrong in the course taken by the Dominion
Government towards the people of Mani-
toba, and if the resistance they had offered
to the taking possession of the country had
taken a passive and not an active shape,
the hon. gentleman indicated that he would
perhaps have sympathized with it. He
(Sir JonN) denied that there was any force
used from beginning to end, that there was
one act of aggression, one act of wrong,
one act that could not be justified. He
heard an honourable gentleman laugh.
‘Well, he could laugh if he could do nothmtr
else.

Mr. YOUNG—What about the thou-
sand dollars ?

Sir JOHN MACDONALD —The hon.
gentleman should not interrupt me ; it is
a want of manners, certainly. From the
very first motion made by the Dominion
to annex the territory of the North-West
down to the time the late Government
ceased to administer the affairs of the coun-
try, there was not one single act of theirs
that he was not prepared to justify, and
he was quite ready to do so just now, not
only with respect to the thousand dollars,
but with regard to every other act of the
Government, of which he was a member,
committed in that connection. The gain-
ing of the union of that country to Canada
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was no novel question. The late Govern-
ment did not open it up for the first time.
It had occupied the minds of the people of
Canada for years and years, From the
first time he (Sir Jonn) had entered Par-
liament, the people of Canada looked for-
ward to a western extension of territory ;
and from the time he was first a Minister,
in 1854, the question was brought up time
and again, and pressed with great ability
and force by the Hon. GEorceE BrowN,
who was then a prominent man in
Opposition  to the Government, of
which he (Sir JoHN) wus a member.
Not only was that question pressed upon
the Government in the Parliament of
Canada, but we had petitions from the
people of the North West themselves
praying to be relieved from the Mudson’s
Bay Company, and to be added to Canada.
They would also find that missions were
sent to England, and the rights of Canada
were fought before a special committee of
the House of Commons of England. In
every part of Canada, as well as in the
North West itself, there was a universal
desire expressed that that country should be
sooner or later added to the then Province
of Canada. The First Minister would
himself remember, and so would his hon.
friend from South Ontario, the strong
pressure by petitions which was brought
to bear upon the Government of Canada
and the Government of England, especially
by Mr. McIseisTER, who took a deep and
special interest in the matter, setting forth
the advantages which would result from
the proposed union. The gentleman to
whom he had alluded not only fought the

question here in Canada but in England, |

at the Colonial Office, and in Parliament,
and it was only after this that he gave up
this struggle and addressed himself to
other pursuits in which he attained great
eminence. The question being so pressed,
and continuing to be pressed upon the
people and Legislature of Canada, and a
Confederation of the Eastern Provinces
having been effected, the Government of
the day endeavored to enlarge our area in
accordance with the wishes which had been
thus expressed, and which had been acquies-
ced in by the Parliament of Canada. That
this latter was the case was shewn by the
resolutions adopted at Quebec, and it was
the bounden duty of the Government of
the day to carry out the expressed wishes
of the people and Parliament of Canada,
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and the expressed wishes of the Imperial
Government as conveyed to us, and add
that country to the Dominion. Negotia-
tions were accordingly opened with the
Hudson’s Bay Company. They were at
first unwilling to deal with us. They
desired to make the country a special
preserve for their own special purposes,
and it was only after strong pressure from
Her Magesty's Imperial Government
that they consented, and we succeeded.
Having acquired that country, the people
of the North-West were aware of it, and
offered no objection to it; indeed, if the
evidence of Avrchbishop TacHE were
referred to, it would be found that he said
that until the feeling of dissatisfaction
which led to the rebellion had arisen from
the causes of which he spoke, there was a
universal desire to join Canada, and
be free from the rule of the Hudson's
Bay Company. When the Government
came to deal with that question they
believed they had the voice of the people
of Canada, and the voice of the people of
the North-west in favor of their policy,
and they would have been remiss in their
duty had they refused to carry that desire
into completion. He did not think there
was a dissentient voice in the Parliament
of Canada, from 1864 to 1867, as to the
desirability of uniting with that country.
Parliament voted the mnecessary means to
obtain it. There was nothing aggressive
in the course of the Government. There
was 10 proposition to alter the tenure f
property by the transter to Canada. It
was simply proposed to transfer to tle
Government of the Dominion all the
powers which the Hudson’s Bay Company
previously had. Every settler was to
have the same right that he had under the
Council of Assiniboia. But there was
this great advantage—that whereas from
the first settlement of the country until
the time of union with Canada, not a
single man could get a free grant of land,
or a freehold property in the country. It
was proposed at the Union that every
man having a lease from the Hudson’s
Bay Company, or being only tenant-at-will,
should have a right to the freehold vested
in his own person, thus enabling them to.
become the proprietors of the land.
The arrangement was made. It received
the sanction of Parliament and of the peo-.
ple. Noobjection was made to the price-

| paid for it, but it was agreed upon all
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hands that the bargain was a good one,
and that the property had been obtained
on reasonable conditions. It was accept-
ed, too, as one that was fair to the peo-
ple of the North-West and to the Hudson’s
Bay Company. The moment the arrange-
ment was made and sanctioned by the Bri-
tish Government, that moment it became
the duty of the Canadian Government to
make arrangements for securing the Gov-
ernment of the country. That object was
attained by passing a law which was pro-
bably one of the aggressive measures re-
ferred to by the leader of the Govern-
ment ; he thought, however, it met with
general support in Parliament, if he re-
meinbered rightly, it was not opposed by
the Opposition. Before, however, they
attempted to carry out the law, a great
calamity fell wupon the country. A
famine arose in the land. The crops were
swept away by the locusts, and a cry for
help came to us. The construction of the
Dawson Road, beginning at Fort Garry
and working eastward, was commenced so
that the people of the North-West might
be supplied with the means of existence.
Mr. Sxow was sent out to take charge of
the work. It had been charged as one of
the causes of dissatisfaction that the peo-
ple were paid with flour and provisions
instead of money. That choice was made
after due consideration, and he believed

was a well advised measure. The Gov-
emment knew the nature of the
population  of that country. They

knew that the majority of them were
half-breeds  or Indians, and that
there was great danger if we paid them
with money instead of food, that they
would spend it in the purchase of intoxi-
cating liquors.  To prevent this, supplies
of food and clothing were sent to the coun-
try by the Government, to be distributed
to the people at cost price. It was said
that the cost of the supplies was too great,
and that some of the articles were high-
priced. That might be true, for they had
been purchased on the nonce ; there was no
time to advertise for tenders, no time to
make a bargain. Food must be had, some-
how and soon, for the perishing multi-
tudes. The purchases were made in the
nearest market, in the United States. The
desire to furnish those people with food was
a humane one, and the steps taken in that
direction were approved by Parliament.
The next thing done was to send a party
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of surveyors down. Perhaps that might
be one of the acts which the Premier re-
garded as aggressive. Before the Canadian
Government resolved to send a surveyor
into that land, they applied to the Hudson's
Bay Company, who knew what the people
were, and were in a position to offer an
opinion on the subject. The Hudson’s Bay
Company willingly gave their consent to
the sending down of the surveyors for the
purpose of lotting out the land. What
were the surveys made for ! Why, for the
purpose of marking out the farms of those
men who were the tenants-at-will of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, to have legal in-
struments prepared on their behalf by the
Surveyor-General, so that the moment the
Government of Canada took possession of
the country, they might each of them be
freeholders. That was the other aggres-
sion and the only one committed by the
Government of Canada in their attempt to
aid that country, and to incorporate it asa
portion of the Dominion. It had been
agreed between the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany on the one hand, and England and
Canada on the other hand, that upon
some day to be fixed by Her MaJesty
the Union should take place. The
day was not yet finally settled, when
the Dominion Government sent the Hon.
WirLiam MacDouvcarn to the North
‘West. It might be said that this was an act
of aggression. They knew, however, that
some time between October and January
the Union would be perfected. When
the Proclamation would appear in the
London Gazetle, or, at any rate, at the
moment fixed by that Proclamation, the
Government of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany ended. Then and thereafter the coun-
try would be without a Government unless
one were supplied from Canada. The
Proclamation was to state that on and
after a certain day the North West Terri-
tory was to cease to be the property of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, and to become
a portion of the Dominion of Canada, to
be ruled and governed by it. In view of
that, the Government passed an Act
enabling them to appoint a Lieutenant-
Governor and a temporary Executive
Council. They appointed the Hon. W
MacDovueaLL, who was then a member of
the Government, who gave considerable
attention to the question of the North
‘West, making the subject indeed a special
study, and who was blesides a man of
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great ability, of wide Parliamentary
knowledge and skill, and especially quali-
fied to lay the foundation of a new Gov-
ernment in that country—that Govern-
ment of necessity founded ujox the same
principle as our representative institutions.
He was appointed early in October, so
that he might go into the country as a
private  individual, while it was
still under the Hudson’s Bay Company,
and before he had any authority whatever,
The object in sending him so early was that
he should inquire upon the spot what
were the wants of the country—what the
best course to be pursued at the time of
assuming the Government—and for the
purpose of preventing the country from
being taken by surprise—for the purpose
in short of giving him two or three
months to ascertain what the feelings and
desire of the country were, and what the
best means of establishing friendly rela-
tions between the people of the North-
‘West and the people of Canada. All that
was frustrated by the publication of a
false and invented rumour, and the bene-
ficent design of the Government of Canada
was prevented from being carried into
execution by the extreme course taken by
men then in opposition to the Government
who for the sake of making political capi-
tal scarcely scrupled at anything. Under
the circumstances, taking possession as we
were of a new country it might have been
supposed all Canadians would have been
willing to accept their share in alding the
completion of so desirable an object—that
party would have been forgotten for the
time—that we should have confined our
party struggles to this House, or at least
to the Dominion, where it would have
done no harm, and they would have been

found aiding each other, as patriots
and British  subjects, to unite that
country to us, and to satisfy it

From the moment, however, that Mr.
Macpoucarrn left this country until the
time of the rebellion, his footsteps were
dogged, and the most erroneous views ex-
pressed regarding him. Mr. MacpouGaLL
hiaed no fair play at all.  From the time he
Ieft Ottawa every action and utterance of
his was misrepresented, and it was told in
the North West that he had a personal
feeling against the people of that country,
and against one of the prevailing forms of
religion there, It was said that he wduld
give tio fair filay to that velignon dnd Ehat
to. & gobts A, dbidismetd,
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people, and thus the beneficient and bene-
volent desigus of the Government ot
Canada were frustrated for vicious objects,
and by vicious men. Then theoccurrences of
1869-70 took place, and Mr. MacpouvcaLL
was excluded. No Government was form-
ed ; a quasi-rebellion arose ; and the Gov-
ernment here at Ottawa had to deal with
it.  They dealt with it as best they could.
They took every step that was within
their power for the purpose of producing
quiet, and allaying the fears of the people,
with the view of disabusing them of the
false impression created amongst them as
to the way in which they would be treated
if they became a portion of Canada.
Messenger after messenger, with proclama-
tion after proclamation was sent to them.
HEer Masesty interfered and caused the
GOVERNOR-GINERAL to issue a proclama-
tion in which it was alleged that Hewr
Masesty was well assured that there was
no disloyalty in the mind of the people,
and that if they submitted to the Govern-
ment, every wrong would be redressed,
and that they would stand in the same
position as the rest of the British Empire.
They were specially invited by that procla-
mation to lay their grievances at the foot
of the Throne through Her MaJesty’s
representatives on this continent ; and if
they dispersed and laid down their arms,
they were assured thatall would be forgotten
and an amnesty granted.  The proclama-
tion did not arrive in the North-West so
soon a8 it ought to have done, and when
it did arrive there, it was never properly
circulated. Thus it was that the delegation
came to Ottawa, and that Sir GEORGE
CarTIER and himself had met them, He
was surprised to hear the statement of the
Premier that the Government of Canada
recognised the revolutionary power. The
Government recognised the delegates
appointed by a public meeting held at Fort
Garry. The houn. gentleman must have
forgotten, when he made the statement,
that it was at the invitation of His
EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR-(AENERAL, that
that meeting was held, and not on account
of any action of the Provisionsl Govern-
ment or the revolutionary authority. It

was attended by such men as Judge BLack,
a gentleman who was certainly not
one of the discontented. He had been a
judge of the land, and an officer of the
Hudson’s By Coipany, who had Boen dis-
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visional Government, and would not have
submitted to its authority except so far as |

he was forced to do by its being a power
de facto. At that meeting delegates were
appointed by the people on the invitation
of the GOVERNOR-GENERAL by order of the
QUEEN, and that deputation came here at
the instance of HErR MaJEsTY, and in ac-
cordance with the proclamation. As was
the duty of the Government, and in ac-
cordance with the instruction from Eng-
land, they met that delegation. It was
true that before that meeting Mr. RIEL
had been appointed and had acted as Pre-
sident of the Provisional Government.
The Provisional Government was not the
result of political revulsion, but a Gov-
ernment of some kind had been formed,
the Hudson’s Bay Company having been
dispossessed. The people, however, in the
most riotous and illegal manner, prevent-
ed the entrance of Mr. McDovucaLL, a
British subject, into the country. This
Provisional Government having been
formed, they attempted of course to assert
a position, and they gave to this delega-
tion an authority over and above that con-
ferred upon them by the resolutions
passed at the public meeting referred to—
the meeting which gave them their first
and only legal authority to come to
Ottawa, as would appear from his
evidence, and it need mnot vest upon
his evidence alone, for Judge Brack
who was now living in Scotland, could
confirm every word that he said. The
delegation stated that they had got such a
document. He (Sir Jonn) told them that
they must not produce it, that neither the
Government of Canada nor the GOVERNOR
GENERAL could recognize such a body as
the Provisional Government. The docu-
ment was an illegal one, and it must not
be laid before the Government or men-
tioned. Une could well understand the
anxiety of RieL and his friends that they
should be recognized, but they were not.
If the people of the North West had sent
RiIEL himself to lay their grievances at the
feet ofthe GOVERNOR GENERAL, the Govern-
ment and the GOVERNOR GENERAL would
have received him, leaving him of course
to run the risk of being captured and tried
for any crime he might have committed.
So cautious were the Government—and
they had a right to be cautious—because
théy had to account for every step they
took to the GOVERNOR GENErAL, who had
Hon. Sir Johi A. Maédonald
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Her MAaJESTY's instructions direct, with
respect to this proclamation. There was
a Bill of Rights prepared by the Provisional
Government, but the Government of
Canada declined to receive it, as they de-
clined also to receive any authority ema-
nating from that Provisional Counecil.
The Govermment told the delegation that
they had seen this Bill of Rights. That
it had been published in the North-
West and published in the papers of
Canada. The Delegates might, in their
peculiar capacity as representing the griev-
ances in the North-West, press every
one of the items contained in the Bill of
Rights on its own merits, but without
discussing them as emanating from any
authority or tobe regarded as a state docu-
ment. Before, however, the publication
to be made in the London Gazette, arrived
in Ottawa the lamentable events which
were the subject of this discussion took
place—the murder of ScorT took place,
and he need not say that from that un-
happy event all the subsequent troubles
had arisen. When ARcHBISHOP TACHE
came to Ottawa from Rome, at the invi-
tation of the Canadian Government, he
certainly performed a duty, and made a
sacrifice, for which the best thanks of
this  c