
3t

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

QUEBEC DIOCESAN COMMITTEE

OF THE

SOCIETY
FOR PROMOTING

CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE,
FOR THE YEAR 1820.

v

QUE B E Ct

Printed by T. Cary, Jr. & Co.

1821.

)
E/



/

1

1

I

T
port
hope

Sc
ted t
Bool
no It
rent
ampl
had
acco
Mon
since1 re ce 
Dist 
Ham 
to t 
vine
but
Que
Ma
in t 
and



annual report.

mHE QUEBEC DIOCESAN COMMITTEE, 
I in communicating this their Third Annual Re­

port to the public, beg leave to express a confident 
hope, that it will not be found deficient in interest.

Scarcely had the last year’s Report been submit­
ted to the General Meeting, when the arrival of the 
Books, as had been anticipated, to the amount of 
no less than £175 14 10$, and at a cost to the Fa- 
rent Society of £365 18 7, afforded the Committee 
ample means of answering the various demands,which 
had been made upon them. Boxes of Books were 
accordingly dispatched to the District Committees at 
Montreal and Missisquoi Bay, both of which have 
since received a second supply ; to the Missionaries 
recently established at Rivière du Loup, and in the 
District of Gaspé ; to the ltevd. J. Jackson, at Wil­
liam Henry, and to the Rev. B. B. Stevens, Chaplain 
to the Forces at Fort George, in the Upper Pro­
vince, as well for the use of the Troops, as of a small, 
but zealous Congregation, to which he officiates at 
Queenston. The Townships of Ernest-Town and 
Matilda, and the new military Settlement at Perth, 
in the Upper Province, and the Township of Eaton 
and Settlement of Drummondville, in the Lower Pro-
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4
Jince, have likewise been partially supplied through 
♦ heir respective Missionaries—Confirmation Tracts 
were also distributed to all the Clergy of the Diocese, 
by the Herd, the Official of Lower Canada, prepara­
tory to the visitation of the Lord Bishop ; and every 
opportunity has been taken of circulating the Books 

“d ‘hcmls

It might have been supposed, that the Bibles, Tes- 
taments and I rayer-Books, procured l.y His Majes­
ty s Government from the Parent Society, and sent 
out as a second supply to this country last summer, 
ï°u d havc materially diminished the demand for 
Books upon the Diocesan Committee ; but this is 
" 3,.r T" havin? be£,n the case, that they have no 
small satisfaction m being able to state, that the sale 
of Books at the Denositnrv during the last year, has

. ’ former years together,
amounting, in Quebec alone, to the sum of £124 

this circumstance is a source of the sincerest 
gratification to the Committee, as it proves, beyond 
all question, an increasing regard for the knowled 
ol God and the interests of revealed truth.

This growing demand for Books and Tracts is du­
ly appreciated by the Parent Society, and the Com­
mittee have infinite pleasure in recording another in- 
stance of that liberality, which characterizes all their 
proceedings. The Committee made an application for 
several copies of the Family Bible on medium paper, 
but this edition being out of print, the Booksellers 
were unable toanswer the demand. In order, however, 
to prevent disappointment to the Members of 
Committee, they were directed to send out the same 
number of copies on royal paper, leaving us at liber­
ty, in case they should be thought too expensive, to 
make a deduction of twenty-five per cent, on the 
charge specified in the Bill of Parcels. “ The So. 
ciety,” says the Assistant-Secretary, « are willing 
to make this allowance, entirely with a view to ac-
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commodate the Members of your Committee, and to 
prevent disappointment." The kind attention evinc­
ed in this arrangement deserves our warmest acknow- 
ledgments.

It appears, however, that arrangements have been 
made, by the University of Cambridge, for printing 
en thousand copies of the Family Bible on medium 

paper; and it may also be satisfactory to the public 
to be informed, that a new edition of the Society’s 
Books and Tracts, comprising several valuable addi­
tions, has been printed in 
now on 
mittee.

The Committee

f

an uniform size, and is 
sale at the Depository of the Diocesan Com-

. , . regret to state, that they have re»
ceived no information of the proceedings of the Dis­
trict Committees at + Yorkand Kingston, in the Up­
per rovince, since their first establishment ; but 
they have much satisfaction in noticing the valuable 
exertions of the District Committees at Montreal and 
Missisquoi Bay, and repeating their acknowledg­
ments to the Revd. J. Jackson, of William Henry, 
tor his unremitting endeavours in collecting contribu­
tions from his parishioners, for the purchase of 
Books and Iracts from the Society’s Depot at Que-

The Committee are also without information from 
the arent Society, no reports having been transmit­
ted to them last year, for the use of their Members ; 
a circumstance for which they are at a loss to account, 
though it has, of course, originated in mistake.

tey have the satisfaction, however, of knowing 
that the exertions of the Society have kept pace with
:h?..,e?.trilo"iinai7 nature of the times; and whilst 
Infidelity in the mother country, has, with more 
than usual hardihood, been attempting to make in-I
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roads upon the Church of Christ, they have not suf» 
fared themselves to slumber at their post, but have 
been engaged in preparing fresh antidotes for the 
poison, which this worst foe of God and man was so 
assiduously labouring to diffuse. Thanks be to the 
Most High ! their efforts have been crowned with 
success. The evil has been arrested in its progress ; 
that holy word, which can alone teach patience to 
the poor, and clothe the cheek of misery with smiles, 
has triumphed over the delusive sophistries, by which 
it was assailed ; and the Religion of our Fathers, 
Christianity in its purest form, stands unshaken and 
unhurt amidst the storms, which threatened its exis­
tence.

The Committee now proceed to notice the Cen­
tral Schools at Quebec, and the system of education, 
which, by means of these Schools, it is their object 
to diffuse throughout the Province.

The public examination, alluded to in the last re­
port, took place shortly after it had been laid before 
the General Meeting, in the presence of His Excel­
lency Sir Peregrine and Lady Sarah Mainland, the 
Lord Bishop of Quebec, and the other officers of the 
Diocesan Committee, and several of the most 
pectable inhabitants of this city. The children were 
introduced in classes into a part of the School prepar­
ed for the purpose, and examined in Spelling, Read­
ing, Writing, Arithmetic, the rudiments of English 
Grammar, and the Church Catechism. Various q 
tions were also put to them, with a view to ascertain 
their know ledge of the Holy Scriptures, and the re­
sult of the examination, was, on the whole, highly 
satisfactory, the Institution being, at that time, quite 
in its infancy, and having had to contend with many 
and great disadvantages. The female part of the 
School exhibited a variety of samples of needle-work, 
which were much approved of by the ladies present. 
At the close of the examination, Sir Peregrine and 
Lady Sarah Maitland were kind enough to un-
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dertake the task of distributing the prizes, consisting 
of appropriate Books, selected from those circulated 
by the Diocesan Committee, to the boys and girls 
who had most distinguished themselves by general 
good conduct, regularity of attendance at Church and 
school, and proficiency in learning.

Soon after this examination, a series of regulations 
for the government of the Schools, which had been 
drawn up with much pains and attention by a Com- 
inittee appointed for that purpose, was presented to 
the public ; and it is hoped that these regulations 
hare not been without their effect, in the suppression 
of irregularities, and the encouragement of orderly 
conduct. To these valuable ends the indefatigable 
attention of the Ladies, who have been kind enough 
to act as Visitors, has also essentially contributed • 
and the Committee beg publicly to express their 
grateful sense of the benefits derived by the Institu­
tion from their vigilant superintendance.

On the continuance of this watchful attention, on 
the part of its patrons, the extension of the advan­
tages of the New System, must, in a great measure 
depend ; for experience has shown, that, without 
this, is is but too probable, that the Master and Mis- 
tress will not do full and complete justice to the me­
rits of the system. Circumstances, indeed, have al­
ready occurred, which have operated to the preju­
dice of the Institution ; but, though the Committee 
reel it due to the public not to pass these over alto­
gether in silence, it is merely necessary to touch up­
on them, and to state that they have taken mea­
sures, by which they confidently hope, that every 
obstacle to the future progress of the children and 
the advancement of the System will be effectually 
and speedily removed. 7

The number of children of both sexes at present
attending the Central Schools is—boys, 168_cirls
19°~;T®tal> 268- The greatest number, who have’ 
attended at one time, since the last report
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the day of the public examination, when there were 
present-boys, 129-girls, 59—Total, 188; and the 
greatest number, who have attended divine service 
on a Sunday is—boys, 80-girls, 40-Total, 120.

I he Committee take this oppoitunity of making 
their grateful acknowledgments to the Countess of 
Dalhousie, for a donation of £ 10, for the purchase 
of clothing for the poorer children of the Female 
School, which her Ladyship has been pleased to take 
under her patronage ; in addition to which, the sum 
of £”31 : 16 : 1, has been laid out, from other chan­
nels, since the month of November last, in clothing 
for the more destitute boys and girls, chielly children 
of settlers, to enable them to attend Church and 
School.

It may not be improper here to mention, that a 
School was opened, during the winter months, in a 
Barrack-room on the Cape, for the reception of such 
children of the Emigrants, by whom the Barracks are 
occupied, as were unable, from various circumstan­
ces, to attend at the Central Schools. The number 
of these children, at one time, amounted to about 50 
and they were supplied with Books gratuitously 
from the Society’s Depository. J

1 he Committee, in the mean time, have not been 
inattentive, as far as their means would allow, to the 
dissemination of the National System throughout the 
Diocese. Several Masters have been partially in­
structed, and others perfected in the System, by at­
tendance at the boys’ School at Quebec. Of these 
last, one has been appointed School-master at the 

military Settlement of Richmond, in the Upper 
Province, and the other placed in charge of a School 
of Royal Foundation at Philipsburgh, in the Seigni­
ory of St. Armand ; and a supply of the Books ne­
cessary to the introduction of the System, was, in both 
instances, gratuitously provided by the Diocesan 
Committee.
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the heart, that its influence can scarcely fail to be 
exhibited in the conduct.

Such are the objects of the Diocesan Committee, 
and if, in older and more civilized communities,these 
objects be considered of paramount importance, in a 
country situated like this, they become duties of in­
dispensable obligati

I

The great influx of Emi­
grants is every year adding thousands to the popula­
tion of these Provinces ; thousands of our brethren 

every year forming themselves into new Settle­
ments in the more uncultivated parts of the country, 
where, w ithout Church or Minister, they are not on­
ly deprived of the blessing of public social worship; 
but are, in many instances, it is to be feared, without 
the means of improving themselves and instructing 
their families in the principles of moral and religious 
duty. To assist them in providing these means as 
far as Books can supply them, on a much larger scale 
than has hitherto been in their power—to co-operate 
with them in the great work of causing truth, and 
peace, and love to flourish ; where, otherwise, every' 
hateful and corrupt passion would extend its desolat­
ing influence, the Diocesan Committee, in humble 
reliance upon the divine blessing, invoke the benevo­
lence, the prayers, and the support, not only of all 
the Members of the Established Church, but of the 
good and the pious of every denomination of Chris­
tians.

Oil.

arc

JJ. Quebec, President,
J. Sewell, Vice Presdt.
G. Mountain, Vice Presdt. 
J. L. Mills, Secretary,
AV. Ryland, Asst. Secretary, 
J. Davidson, Treasurer. 

Quebec, May 1 it, 1821.

Committee of 
Management 
and Report.
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