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HAVERHILL.

CHAPTER I.

The Indians are not in the habit of binding their ris-
oners, or of attempting to secure them by any other means
than vigilance and circumspection, unless on their marches.
1 Hey beheve themselves capable ofcircumventinn all strat-
agems devised for escape, besides, it seems to th?m a stainupon their honour, a reflection upon their wisdom and
courage, that a whole tribe should fear the assaults of a soli-
taiy, unarmed individual, and that individual a white man.Were it one of their own race, more caution would beuseu

;
but m their opinion, Europeans are such fools, thatonce entrapped, they are as little likely to escape as a leir-broken bear. Two athletic Indians were to sleep at the

door, and this was the only precaution used by them to pre-vent my escape. ^

Food of the most nourishing kind was brought me soon
after, and upon this night a small quantity, perhaps half a
g.ll, of brandy. It was the first and the only instance I everknew oftheir parting with a drop of this favourite beveraire
for love or money. Being but little used to liquor of any
kind, and witha overpowered by the great fatigues and ex.citcments I had passed through during the day, I feH intoa very sound, and, considering the nat'ure of those excklments, a very pleasant slumber. I had dreams, but thevwere of those disjointed things which do not refer to anypast transaction, nor can be considered "prophetic of the
future," which may follow repletion or de^bauch, a supper

tIT "^'tl'u'f ^""^P^^ ^«« "^"^^^ of whiskey-pun'r
Ihe night had set m with a heavy fall of rain, and one

i
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'• ilAVBRniLL.

St. Lawrence. Some time in the night, perhaps a little

past midnight, I felt a slight jostling at my elbow, and im-
mediately after, a hand was laid lightly on my face and
then on my lips, as I su|)posed in imposition of silence.

The hand was extended to my arm, a slight pull upon
which implied that I was to rise and follow. I did not
forget that I was within half a dozen feet of two vigilant

sentinels, and moved with all the lightness and caution com-
patible with secrecy and despatch.

After wandering for a while through the woods we
came at length to a cabin, into which we entered. There
were only two persons in it, an Iridian woman, blind, and
very aged, and a little girl of five or six, apparently in the
last stage of consumption, and the object of the sedulous
care of the gray-headed nurse. She was the grandmother
of the sick child. My conductor withdrew, and we re-

mained sitting together for some minutes without speaking.
Perhaps she was not aware of my presence. When made
so by some little word of endearment bestowed upon the
sick child, she broke silence by a question put in the meta-
phorical manner of her people.

" Why has the Pale-Face, for such thy speecli says thou
art, come to the village of my peopJe ?"

" The answer of the Pale-Face," I replied, adopting the
figurative style, " is, not as a bird flies to the nest of its

mate, willingly, and for love,—but as they bring a chained
bear—^growling, and by force."

" I hear thee, but I do not see thee—it is fifty winters
since my ears drank in the sounds of a white man's voice.

The aged Fawn's Foot thought never again to hear the
tones which once were sweeter to her than the rattling of
a brook of cool water in the ears of a thirsty man, or the
song of a hen-dove in the season of its mating."

" And yet the home of thy tribe is so near to white peo-
ple, that it is less than the labour of a sun to go from hence
to their dwelling-place."

** The Fawn's Foot made a vow before the Great Spirit

never to set her foot again among the treacherous people
who can blush for what they do,"the wicked men whose
speech is a lie."

" Has the Fawn's Foot kept her vow ?"

" The Fawn's Foot has kept her vow."

''i.\mh/> iiiMiiai
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*' And why did the Fawn's Foot make that vow V*
*' Listen

!"

" I listen."

" Then I will tell thoe why. Mark my words, for I will
tell thee the truth. Who ever heard the Fawn's Foot lie?

Why should she ? how dare she ? when she must so soon
go to the land of spirits, so soon become an inhabitant of
the happy Hunting Grounds, or of those appointed to the
souls of the coward, and the liar, and the hater of his
parents, and the reviler of sacred things. Now the time
of the Fawn's Foot is at hand, and knowing that she must
soon cross the bridge of souls,* or the great snake,* or
essay the stone canoe,* she will not do those things which
shall place her lot among the bad. Let my son listen to
the words which an old bird will sing in his ear of the
treachery of the men of his colour.

" The Fawn's Foot was the daughter of the great chief,
Burning Arrow. Her father was a man. He had struck
—slain more enemies,—he had taken more scalps,—he
had burned more villages,—than any other warrior of his
nation. When men of war met together, they talked of
the Burning Arrow of the Iroquoise. When mothers of
other nations would make their children sit still or go to
sleep, 'hark! I hear the war-cry of the Burning Arrow:*
or,

'
look

!
I see the eagle-feather of the Iroquoise Great

Chief.' Does the Pale-Face hear ?"

« He hears."

" I was his only daughter—where is he now ? I had
brothers, where are they? Ask the vulture and the
panther. The vulture will answer, ' My beak is red with
the blood of the seven sons of the Iroquoise chief. The
panther—if the sulky creature speak at all, will say, * I will
tell you when I have done picking my bone.' ' What bone,
panther?' 'The thigh bone,' says he, 'of an Iroquoise
warrior.*

"

" Thou hadst brothers, then, and they are dead ?"
" I had brothers, and they are dead. When I was a

squab dove, there were seven birds in the same nest.
They are gone—with the snows that have melte(^ and run

* Different methodi of crossing the "River of Souls," to arrive at
their paradise.

t
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to the embrace of the rirers, with the flowers that have

r 'f'S^u^'
j;^""'' «" *''« ^*«'"- Listen, my ,on, a d IWill tell thee how thev fell."

^ '

"Ihsten."
" There came to our borders nn army of men of thvtongue and colour. It was more than fifty snows ago

1 hey were very many, and they were armed, not as the
Jroquoise are armed, with l,ows and arrows, but withspears that thundered and hghtened. and sent fo'rth unseen

frutf •? r,
"'edicino' was so potent that the Iroquoise

forest r h l' "? ^"'1 '?°'"''' '^^^" ^h« trees of the

Stm ,1, T
'''^" ^y '' ^"^''^ ^'"^ '" the harrest-moon.^t, tJie Iroquoise were not afraid, for they were men.ThcT said to the Pale-t^ice, 'whv hast thou come intoo";

distant forests to utter the cry of war /'

they arrmrne/^""
answered,

'
they are not thy forests-^

Red Ma^'
''''^ *^^^^ ^^"^ """'^^ t''^"" tliine?' asked the

"•The (Great SpinV

it wlTnL^K^'^i/P'''^ "21'^* ^'^^^ ^'^^^^^ t'^G'^ ^ome, but

on the black cloud, whose cabin s n the Great Falls andwho 18 the friend of the Red Man '' '

.u "^'Tt^'^'l
t'^^ ^^^ ^f t^e Wliite Man is the God ofhe Red Man/ answered the stranger. * He hL whisperedthese words in the ears of our race. The Red ManTn

C'^^J' rf"^^' ^^^ ^"«^^« little-the ^.eep was hi«father, and the deer was his mother; take his lands he

them"V?K* ^^'"' ^' ^^^^ "°* ^-^^ what to 3f-^^them. Brothers, we heard the words of the Great Soir t
•

they pleased us. We liave come hither to take U^ fore tsof which you make no use, save to get meat from themand the rivers, of which you make nf> use, save toTake fi^hfrom hem
;
and the lakes, of which you make no ust, saveto kill a few wild-fowls in them ; and the grounds from

tt' nlJr ^n^^PP'^ '^' '''''' b^t use no further thanX
thL^ln^'S^

''^- ''''7' ""^ ^"^"'^' ^"d pumpkins. Every

but «J«"
'"^^ '' "^^ "'^

f^^^^ y*^"' because j'ou are fool^but we are very wise-the owl was our fathej, the cunningold crow was our mother, and we have agre;t deal of hf

"SSt"

WlM»ltii^'.",-uiJ^ 'irti!'
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blood of the cnglc in our veins. We will take your forests,
and your rivers, and your lakes, and your fields, and you
ihall see what we will do with them.'

" The Burning Arrow said to the stranger, ' Perhaps the
sheep was our Cuther, and pcrhiips the deer was our mo-
ther, but the ollspring of tho sheep and the deer are the
lordaofthe land, and sooner will thoy bceorne food for the
wild-cat than suller the pale-^faced stranger to pick away
the inheritance of their fathers, as the crow picks out the
eyes of the dead t)uck.'

" The White Man replied, fiercely, and drew bis bitf
knife

; the Red Man calmly took out his spear-head, and
fitted it to tho shaft, new-strung his bow, and wiped the
dust from his war-club. My son hears.

" There was in the camp of the Iroquoise, while that
people and the wily stranger were holding this discourse,
a httlc maiden, who had seen the flowers bloom sixteen
times. The people of her race thought her very beautiful,
and loved her very much. The young men compared her
feet to the leaf of the red oak, and her step to the step of
the fawn, and her eyes to the eyes of the kid, and her hand
to the spread wing of the lark, and her voice to the voice
of the singing-bird, and the music of a little waterfall.
They gathered the flower which blooms among thorns for
her to put in her hair, and brought her, from the shores of
the Great Lake of Storms,* the shells which Indian maid-
ens love to weave in their garments. If there was a bird
seen m the bush with gay feathers, the little maiden was
sure to have it thrown at her feet ; and if they heard of a
pamt which had a livelier colour, they brought it for the
use of the girl of the Iroquoise. Dost thou know who was
that girl ?"

"I do not know who was that girl."

"That girl wasthe Fawn's Foot of the Iroquoise^the old
bhnd woman who now pours her words into the ears of a
boy of the pale race. Let my son listen and 1 will tell him
yet more of the story of the wrongs which that race inr
tlicted on the Red Man.

*' There was, among the strangers who came to thfj

* Great Lake of Storms—the ocean.

I*
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council-house of my tribe, a young-warrior- let me nassmy hand over thy cheek-he had leen thy yea s^l^It ?mybe two or three summers more. The Great Suirit h^dmade him very beautiful, and given to h^ f ton-I^r
^vhIch, hke the eye of the rattlesnake, could lire wEsoever it would. He wa« tall as the tallest of my ItbS
tend.'

'"'?^
"' ',r"S P'"^- "'« ^^^' ^"rled like thetendi, s of the wild vme, and hung upon hi, brow, in cius!

ters, hke bunches of grapes in the corn-moon. 11^,65

7lhlcT
'"'

J^l' i ' ^T^ ^'^' ^'« '^'^^ was painteS
- ,^,^^^^«t^"r,l*he,beautiful flower that blooms amon^thorns Dost hou listen ? Thou dost ; it is well.

"
Ihe Fawns Foot saw the beautiful Pale-Face anrllove entered into her heart, and grief bowed down£ soulShe said to her mother. ' I love this stranger~to her father

2r7^\T''T'' ^^'^^ *« ^"'"^ fatllr~mother_bro:
thers, ask him to come to the village of our land and lotthe httle Fawn's Foot boil his bison-meat, and wUve Wbnioccasms,and prepare his corn.'

" The mother said to the Fawn's Foot, 'Wilt thou be.

vrdM^.'h'^f' r^r^"-^^^^ "°"^^ drive thy uS be.

t^r P^®
^^"'^' ^^'^ *''.*^® daughter, ' Will the daughter ofthe Burning Arrow sit down in the cabin of a man whorrf^riir

^

''- ^^- ^ ^^
^ ^- her chiidrcS:

.wu'jt'T"
brothers of the Fawn^s Foot said to her

* W,lt thou become the wife of a man against wliom heIroquoise IS now filling his quiver ? No. The eaXdoP^not match w>.h the Iparrow-hawk
; the panthfr on?ycouples with the panther

; and when the wolf goes forth o

i^o
,

let lier children call a red man father

'

"But the maiden heeded not their words ; she onened

hfm fhi? I '
''^'"^ ^^'' '"'"^"^ ^^^^'^^^^ «^w that she bvedhim that he was dearer to Her than the nestlings of a doveto their niother; and he said to her, fondly, ^' Leave thesmoky and crazy cabin of the Burning-Arrow for ^e armsand the house of a pale-faced warrior/ The maiden fojg^

'\
'^

^
:!^aC9r%>^.ii iJ^f.t,.
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that the gay rattlesnake has fangs, and the sleek nantl,«.claws, that there is poison in the sting of the sSfejhzard, and hes on the tongue of the mockinff!b,>^ andshe su,d to the wicked stmnger, 'TheFavvn^F^t' ^aileave the smoky and crazy calSn if herfatter and motherand brothe,^, and go with thee to thy home, whe^ve^H b?
rcmem&ereu that the cabm which s smokv and crazv «nhere be soft voices and love-beaming eyeswSTbelterthan the house which neither the rai„ noMhe wi^d

*
n„

a™ffftsX\^^{^:^^L'™''-'-»^'nf^^

ofa^sL'S;;^^Ltef?J™n^

£Ss!^-^^eoSS^tei
the7ollFace?'^"''^""'

""' '' ^' sorry that she fled with

the' Pat iTf" f'?*
^""'^

*?• ^" «^^^ ^^^^ she fled with
«w fl J

Let my son listen.

K,ni f ' ^"^'^r^ two suns had set, we stood unon thp

creatures which carr/the p'ale-Face o;lr7:^fJ:::The beautiful stranger said to the Fawn's Foot «Thfjgreat canoe departs with to-morrow's sun for the cabil^fmy father, ,n the island of white men. It is the ordpr 5my great chief that I shall take a padd e in her Wn?,hFawn's Foot go with me, and beL love or will11 ^

'""^L^^i-^
-oky and crazy cabin JfSfi: " '^' '''

h.. /^T ^^^i^ ^""^^ ^^g^» t« feel sorry that she had IpAherjath_e_r, and mother, and seven brotLs,Ud 'he' I'n^

cab^o'^^rLtr
^^^ ""' '^^"^" ^° ^'^ -«^^ -^ crazy
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children is pounding the corn or dragging home the fuel 1
Now, let the maiden listen to my words. If she will go
with me, I will take her to a pleasant cabin in a flowery
valley

; in the sides of this cabin there shall be many places
through which the warm sun shall enter, to cheer and en-
liven those within it ; vines shall creep over its walls, and
these vines shall have rich clusters of beautiful flowers ; and
my love and I will sit in the soft evenings of the warm
season, and note the buds just bursting into bloom.'
"How could the Fawn's Foot do less than look kindly

upon the man who said such pretty words ?
"

' And then,' said the wily man, *the bird will hop into
the bush and sing his soft song, and again the lovers will
say, < how beautiful

!'

" • But the Fawn's Foot will say, « Just so the bird hopped
into the bush that stood beside the cabin of the Burning
Arrow,' and tears will flow into her eyes.

" 'The Pale-Face will kiss them away.'
" 'Ere that the Pale-Face will have ceased to love the

Fawn's Foot, or to think much of her kisses. He will see
the beautiful maidens of his own country, maidens with a
skin like his own, and locks shining like the folds of a cloud,
lit up by the setting sun, and he will compare them with
the black hair and dark skin of the Iroquoise, and he will
loathe the girl whom he brought from the banks of the
Rapid River.*

" ' The Pale-Face will never do this.'
"

'
How shall the Fawn's Foot know that he will never do

this ? Even in our own country there have been liars,
lovers who deluded and deceived, to their ruin, poor simple
maidens like the Fawn's Foot. I may not believe thee.*

" * Listen, beautiful creature ! to my words ;—pour oil
into thine ears, and hear. I will never quit thee, never
cease to love thee. Dost thou believe, beautiful creature '

in the Great Spirit ?'

" * I believe in the Great Spirit.'

" ' Dost thou believe that he hath punishments for the
bar V

" * I believe that he hath punishments for the liar.'

" • Him I call—him I bid hear the words which the Pale-
Face now utters in the ears of the young maiden of the

RH

i''^JiL
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Iroquoise. I will never desert thee. Thou shalt be my
wife

; my home shall be thy home ; and the children thou
bearest shall be my children. Wilt thou go, my beloved V

" What could the Iroquoise answer ? She loved the
Pale-Face, and could not leave him. Her father was very
dear to her, her mother was very dear to her, her seven
brothers were very dear to her,—but dearer yet was the
beautiful stranger ; and for him she left the friends of her
youth, and the flowers she nourished, and the trees she
planted, and her birds, and her playmates, to follow him to
his cabin in the flowery vale.

" She entered with him the big canoe, and saw its robes
cast loose to the wind, and felt it tossed about on the wa-
ters. Two moons the canoe was tossed among great
waves, but they were short moons to the Fawn's Foot, for
the white man had not yet ceased to love her. The thun-
ders rolled and the lightnings flashed, and the winds blew
very loud, but the Fawn*s Foot neither heard, nor saw, nor
cared for them, for she slept in the arms of the man she
loved. And pleased had she been if the Great Spirit had
called her away then to the happy lands beyond the River
of Souls, so that her lover could have been called also.
Yet she often thought of her father, and mother, and bro-
thers, and sometimes tears rushed to her eyes, but the
white man kissed them away, and she was happy.

" At length they saw land again, and soon the waves
ceased to toss the big canoe. Still they passed on, up a
wide river, which bore, on its bosom, other great cunoes,
more in number than the tongue could count. Its banks'
were very green, and a hundred tall cabins lifted up their
heads from out the thin groves which nodded over them,
like a warrior who sleeps in the midst of dangers. At last
we came to a great town, and the Fawn's Foot saw many
people with skins like those who tied up the wings of the
canoe which had carried her thither. It was now that the
Fawn's Foot felt lonely and miserable, and wished herselfm the crazy and smoky cabin of the Burning Arrow. She
stood among strange people, who looked at her with eyes
like those with which the dog looks at his brother dog who
IS trying to get away his bone. Strange men looked into
her face with a meaning that did not please her ; women
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came and pulled at her crp«f «r r l^ampum, her deer-skin robe 1h ^''*^"" ^"^ collar of
J«an,n; and children made .in

""P^^^^ins of the black
eeth at the wretched Troquois^The'l'"!? ^"^^ ^^^
the Pale-Face who had biddpn tK J!^^

^''''^^<^ Ground for
words which he uttered in the easnf?."'* ®P^"* ^^^^^ the

.
thelroquoise What did she see'Lt?'""^ ^^'^^^ of
.

.S^e saw him standing a liffl H'^en,myson.

«Jg
her not. A beaut^^oj^',!,^,^ fro-" hJ. and haed-

arms, white as the hiv wpr^T ^^^^^ «** his side her
te^^f^.^overed ^ThtinSS TT' ^'« "^^ '«dThree httle children were at hi '

'^'"^ "P*^" ^'^ bosom

-My wife.'

•; 'A squaw, and a dingy one •

,_'AnU not thy wife ?^

t^-,..erorfe'tS;-|£5S;

.,

"
'

She can never be ,o !u
'"^"'' "> "«•'
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"'Dost thou believe that he hath punishments for the
liar 7

"
« I believe that he has punishments for the liar.'

"•Him didst thou call—him didst thou bid hear the
words which thou didst utter in the ears of the young wo-
man of the Iroquoise. Him didst thou call to witness that
thou wouldst never desert me. Thy words were « Thou
Shalt be my wife, my only wife—my home shall be thy
home, and the children thou shalt bear shall call me fa-
then

" • I may have said so. But if I did the words were not
spoken to be kept—they were words spoken to an Indian-
water poured upon dry sand.'

" * Dost thou beheve in the Great Spirit V
" * I believe in the Great Spirit.'
"

'
Thou believest that he will punish liars V

"'I believe that he will punish liars.'

41,

"

'
5™ fr*^^"

*** ^^^'' ^"^ P""'^'i t'^y falsehood. Mayst
thou thyself meet with the hard fate thou hast decreed toapoor Indian girl, who loved thee well, and trusted thee
tar. When thy years are numbered, and thy spirit, partedfrom the flesh, shall go to the River of S^ n^y the

nf^K^"^'?^^
Blackfoot pass be thine,-or the sharp rock

^o-A K T^^'^'T,'*''
*^^ "^^'"^ ^^"oe of the Chepewyans

tail to bear thee safely over that river to the Happy Lands •

or if thou goest safely over, may thy father's cabin be not
lound among the cabins of the spirits of thy race.

"'Listen, white man, yet for a moment. Thou hastbeen a very, very bad man. Thou hast taken the poor
little Fawn's Foot far from her home, in the house of thosewho loved her, and now thou leavest her in a strange landwith none to say to her, I am thy * father'-' mother'-
brother -' sister'^' cousin'-' friend.' SJie may die to-morrow for want of bread.'

^
"

' Breiu^ I will give thee.'
« The Fawn's Foot will take nothing from the bad manwho has ..rought her mto misery. Keep thy bread for thywife and little ones-it may be that thi^ Great Spirit wiSrevenge upon thee the wrongs thou hast done to the poor

hr^rwJllT^ '^'^ ^/'^' ^^ *^^'^ '"^^'^^r without
ureaa. Vve meet no more.
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great o=„oe which had br^Sgh, iferThitttatd^hHeVi?Many came and n>ade laugh at the poor Ii^diSn womanJ^

SXTc:;!?.".'' r^^"^ "'"«'- ^''"'«° «"""« «nTp^cniidien caJled her bad names nn^ oil ^i.^
j^^^^'U,

woman could do was to sUdown and "eeo P'^SL''"'"'"

fr- """.r'^''
f"' victu*,rut t;g?ve ht „?r

told liim the words of truth t-i , , . ^ "^'

Other great canoe was found, about togoTo ?he R«nid rIhe bade the chief guide take the fSJ^V ,u^i ,^'''

nf tJ''^^
put the Fawn's Foot upon tlie land at the risingof the sun, and before the sun of the next dav spt !i

^

rented it^lf ,„ &e eyes of .het;.st'^:LV"wh''^e"

The St. Lawrence, so called by tlie Indians.
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the cabin of hei father and seven brothers stood, there were
now but heaps of ashes, with here and there a quenched
beam. Of all the populous village of her land there was
not a single cabin left, or a single being to tell the tale of
what had befallen it. There was a wolf snuffing blood
amid the ashes, and a fox passed along warily, according
to his nature, yet without dread, for he knew there was
naught there to harm him.

" The poor Iroquoise woman called loudly for her friends
but there were none to hear her. In her madness she ran
through the woods which encompassed the village, and
through all the well-known hauntsof thewomen and children
of her tribe, but there were none to hear her cries, or
answer tears with tears. At length she saw an aged man—he was not of her own band, but of the same nation,
and of him she asked

—

" • Where are the Iroquoise who dwelt beside the Rapid
River?'

^

** * Ask the wolf and the panther,' he answered,
" * Father, tell me what has become of the band of Iro-

quoise who dwelt beside the Rapid River. What has be-
come of the great chief, the Burning Arrow ? Father,
answer me, for I want my people !'

" • The wolf and the panther know better than I do
where their bones are laid, for they had the picking ofthem.
Ask me, maiden, where the snows of the last year are,
and I can tell thee as well as I can name to thee the resting-
place of the band of thy tribe, of whom thou sayest thoa
wert.'

" * Are they dead V
" They are dead.'
" ' How did they fall V
" 'As brave men should fall—in battle, and with a war-

whoop on their lips.'

« ' With whom did they fall V
" ' With the Pale-Faced Yengeese/
"'My father?'

" ' He fell by the thunder of the Pale-Faces.'
"My mother?'
*'

' She fell by the thunder of the Pale-Faces,*
" * My seven brothers V
Vol. II.~2

;fl
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fil

" * They also were foxes which fell bv tHp ho«^ rWese hunters. Of all .he plp^ o^lnt thJ.

spot where ,„y father's cabin haVsSij^Tol','bow and arrow supplied me with meat, and the com ?

»d tSZ 7J'7''\ Igf'^'^d;„ddrild.heTu.^

And a burning arrow has hS been to thy ra^e slthere are n.ne scalps with shining hair drying i^the* infok.'

^^''Z^
'«",«'-«nged me, and it is our naLTto revise

'« rZfi ''"'T 'l^^^P^y' n,ine have beenreveS
rfip PT i '^"'i*''

">" 1^°P'« "no good deed before 1
,;
. I^»'«-Fa<:e, hast thou a father '"

"I have a father."
" Does thy father love his son '"
" My father loves his son."
" Hast thou a mother."

2
1 have a mother."

* And does thy mother love thee »"

"My mother loves me."
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"I have brothers and sisters, and much those brothers
and sisters love me."

" Pale-Face, dost thou love to look at the rising sun ?"
" I love to look at the rising sun."
" Hast thou pleasure in the sight ?"

" I have exceeding pleasure in the sight."
" And hast thou much joy in the clear sky, and the shi-

nmg moon, and the glittering stars ?"

" I jiave much joy in the clear sky, and in the moon and
stars.

" And had thy father, and thy mother, and thy brothers,
and thy sisters joy in them ?"

^

" They had when I was with them—but now they will
find no joy m them, for their son is away and in captivity to
cruel enemies." ''

« Will thy father shed tears."
"My father will shed tears."
"And thy mother, and brothers, and sisters? will their

eyes, too, be wet with the dew of the heart?"
" Their cheeks will be wet, too, with tears—tears ofdeeo

but unavailing sorrow."
*^

}»ln!f";!' ^^'^-f
^^^' *h^d«o^ 's open-I cut the cords which

bind thec-thou art free. Go to thy father, and thy
mother, and thy brothers and sisters, that they may acainhave joy in the rising sun, and the clear sky,and the shiningmoon, and the glittering stars, with eyes tearless, and heart!
filled with gladness. Go."

" The warrior who watches—

"

"Is the young Burning Arrow—he will not harm himwhom his mother would save."
"The warriors who surround us—"
"Will raise no weapon against one whom the youngBurning Arrow leads forth in friendship. Go-vet stay.Come to the old blind woman, my son.' Let me'pass myhand oyer thy face. It is soft, and so was the face^ of hTm

too'S '•'
I
^^^"f

^^^^-^J
tl»e Iroquoise astray. It is beardS

hZ'rilf
'»as whispered ,n my ear that thou hast theHeart of a man, and an arm to second the deeds which thy

coiira|e prompts. My son, yet a word more. I am blind

sp4 V^ll ?!,/ K ^''l' ^f ' ''' ^^^h the eye« of the
spirit, J will tell thee what I see.
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I see the lords of the wilderncgs, the men of my race,
cJfiven irom the lunda which their fathers imve occupied
ever smcc the sun rose in the east and set in the west,
llieir cabins he in smoking ruins; and the oaks, which
slieltercd them from the summer's heatand the winter'scold,
arc leaHess and prostrate. The graves of their fathers arc
Ploughed up, and white men's dogs are mumbhng their
bones, fheir con^iucrors have ufuirped the soil, and reared
lofty cabins where once thov planted corn. Is that an In-
dian whom I see skulking about like a dog which has been
bea en for theft ? It is an Indian. lie wears no more the
bold brow, nor hath he the strong hand of his fathers,
llow can he have strength or courage, beauty or manli-
ness, wlio hath known shame, yet lived afterward ?

"Son of the rale-Face, the glory of the Indian is no
more, in a few snows men will cease to remember that
he was 1 hoy will ask, ' Was there once such a thing as an
Indian { and the answer will be, * I have heard so.'

"

CHAPTER II.

She called, and the warrior by whom I supposed I was to
be conducted stood before me. I had now an opportunity
to remark him more fully. He was the noblest specimen
1 ever saw of these wild men. He was, at this time, about
twenty.five,at least six feet three inches high, the most per-
fect m form, and, at the same time, the most sinewy, of any
thing I had ever seen wearing the features of a human
being. His forehead was high and broad—the distin^uish-
ingcharacteristic of his race—hisskinofthecolour ofbronze
his teeth white andeven, andhis eyes filled with anexpression
unusual to those of his people. I had read much of the per-
fection of art exhibited in the Apollo Belvidere, and other
pieces of ancient statuary, but I believe I saw their equal.
If not for beauty, at least for symmetry of limb, in this Iro-
•quoise warrior.

"Let tJic Burning Arrow listen to the words of his

If l\



HAVKRIIILL. If

mollier," said tiic n^od womnn, addressing her son. «Much
blood hast thou spilled, and thy mother has looked and
snulcd. Thou knowcst that my word has ever been ' more I

more !' that, wiieu I counted thy scalps and found but nine
I ever said ten were better. But now I hear a voice in my
car, crying thou hast drunk blood enough, let the Pale-Face
go free. 1 know not whose voice it is, nor whence it comes,
but 1 know It 18 a voice that will be obeyed."
"The Burning Arrow cannot pluck the eagle feather of

n chief from his scalp-lock," answered the young warrior
" When the sun rises he must lead his warriors to battle •

but he will call one who shall show the Pale-Fncc to a
I)lace of safety. Yet a word in the ear of my white bro-
ther. My warriors have Iaj)pcd blood till they love it

:

they are dreaming of a full bowl to-morrow. If their hands
are once upon thee, I know not if the voice of the Burn-
ing Arrow, potent though it be, will avail to save thee.
But my brother is wise ; in his flight he will be the cun-
ning adder, which steals along in the grass unseen, and no
one thinks him near till he strikes ; and not the foolish
rattlesnuke, which shakes his tail to show you where he has
hidden himself. J.ct my brother be seen no more by my
warriors." "^ ^

When he had finished his admonitory speech, he went
out, and presently returned, bringing with him the person
who was to act as my guide. It was, as near as 1 could
judge from the miperfcct aid atloni.uJ Uy n lighted knot of
pine which was blazing on the hearth, a'womiui consider-
ably past the meridian of life. It is not diflicult to fix the
nge of one of the other sex, their years are more distinctly
written on tlieir flices than any race of men I have ever
seen. Their labours being comparatively light, always for
short periods, and succeeded by long intervals of rest, there
IS nothing to bring premature old age upon them. Not sothe
other sex

;
who, subjected lo the most unfeeling treatment

become, m consequence, old before their time. While un-
married and young their condition is endurable ; but when
they enter inio that state which was intended to swell the
aggregate ofhuman happiness,the deterioration ofthe facul-
ties of ihe mmd hardly keeps pace with the prostration of
those of the body. Their backs aie then bowed to the most

2*
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intolerable burthens
; they are coinpclled to every snecicao manual labour, and arc used in every respect worsethan slaves on board a Turkish galley.

Upon leaving the cabin, wo struck directly into the
fields. It was very dark ; but the path by which .ny guide
conducted me was m worn and plain, that I had little diffi-
culty m keepmg It Occasionally there would be a false
step, or a stumble, by reas.ni ol' the striking of n.y feetagams the slight decliviticH of the furrow into which theground was worn by the constant tread of men and ani-mals We chd not continue long in this path ; it was not
adapted to the concealment so strongly recormnendetl by
the chief, and recognised as necessary by the guide ; and
after racing for some distance what appeared to be, and
doubtless was the bank ofa river, probabfy the St. Charles,we struck suddenly oft into a very wild and rugged country
After travelling an hour amid woods, over hills, andthrough quagmires, many of which would have been im-
passable to one who had a less object than life in view-
and after surmounting difTicultios which, but for the tho'
rough acquaintance of my guide with the couni ry, could
never, even with my urgent motive to prick me on, have
been surmounted at all, we reached an open sp,.ce beyond
the wild and desert region. The clouds no!/ dispersed,
the moon shone out, and I saw that we stood upon a
st^eep precipice, with a narrow and sluggish river in front

At the edge of this river a canoe lay fastened to a treeand mto this canoe we entered, and committed ourselves'
to the stream. The currents of all the small rivers which
empty themselves into the St. Lawrence, upon the Que-
bee side above Montmorency, are fed from such ni.ro-ardly
sources, and flowing, for the greater part of the dfstance,
through a level valley, gather so little strength, that an oar
IS necessary to proceed even down the river. My de-
liverer found It necessary to call in the aid of paddH tomake our speed commensurate with our exigencies •

.

plying them with the usual skill oi' an Indian, our','.,
bark moved down the stream with the rapidity of a iuce-

>Vc hadnotproceeded far when variousgounds,becoming
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Bvcry minute inoro aiulihie, convinced me that wc wero
approtu;lun<r— 1 thoij^r|,t much too neur—the encampments
ot our enemies. Soon my eyes added their conviction tomy enrs. I now saw and knew where wo were. Upon
our ri^'ht liiy a hirge building, wliich, from previous de-
scriptions, I knew to be the general hospital. Noisy and
boisteriius shouts came from the same direction—these
proceeded from a body of Indians wiio were liolding a
drunken carousal m the rear of the companies of the re-
giment ot I.anguedoc, which occui)ied the space between
the hospital and the creek which branches out of the Su
Charles.

A suspicion of tn;achery naturally presented itself at
this moiiiOijt. Hitherto our retreat had been conducted in
perfect siienc

; it was now time to break it. Addressingmy ^jiiide in the low tone which our situation called for^
1 demanded why she had left the safe covert of the
woods to come out into the open space, and amona our
enemies. °

" Water leaves no track. Look, is there a furrow ?"
" Rut we shall be marked from the shore."
" The moon is a kind moon ; see, she has a shadow

;

she throws that shadow upon the side of the river down
which the white man is floating to his countrymen."
"let why did not we dare the less danger, and con-

tinue among the woods V
." 'l!'*^ less danger ! The white man speaks with the

Wit of a deer
:
he is a fool. Knowest thou not that, with thedawning of the day, a thousand warriors of my nation

would have been on our track ? When the swan hides
himself under a hazel-leaf, when the bear crawls into a
lox s fiole, then may the footsteps of those who Hy as thouand 1 have done, escape the eye of a Maqua warrior. I
have weighed the chances, Pale-Face

; by the means I have
taken alone couldst thou hope to escape."

Having said this she relapsed into silence, and renewed
her exertions with the oar. When they had carried uspasi uie bridge, she drew it in again and recommenced.

Would a woman of the Pale-Faces have done asinuch for the son of an Indian as I am now doing for

y^
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« If a white woman had a motive sufficiently strong she
would do as much for an Indian as thou hast done for
me. I may not judge of thine, seeing that it is hidden
from me."

" It is gratitude. The dog remembered him that plucked
a thorn trom his foot, and the bird will fly from a cruel to
a kird master. Shall an Indian do less than a dog or
a bird ? Sjiall an Indian receive favours and forget his
benefactor ?

" But thou hast never received favours from me—I know
thee not."

" Thou once knewest me well."
« Where ?"

" On the shore of the Great Sea ? Listen."
" I listen."

"Does not the Pale-Face remember the boy whom the
hard men of his own colour would have beaten much
tor the tault of a thief in the moon of ripe grapes ? They
had taken the blanket from his back, when the son of the
white man said to the man who held the rod, * It was
I that plucked your apples from their boughs, lay the rod
upon my back, and let the little Indian boy go free.'

"

" And you are—Indian Martha V
"I was Indian Martha; but I am Indian Martha no

more."
" And that boy V*

" Who dost thou think was thy preserver when thou
wert stricken down in the fight ?

" The question seems to imply that it was thy son. And
yet he no more resembled my little playmate than thou
dost Indian Martha. I can see nothing in tlie stern and
painted warrior to remind me of the little boy who es-
caped, by my means, from a punishment he had not de-
served."

"Dost thou wonder at the change? In thy land we
were a despised race,—here we are free. My son is a
warrior, and the friend of the great chief. Burning Arrow.He has put off the brow and bearing of the white man's
slave, and taken upon him those of a man of the wilds.
Well is It that he was near thee when the hatchet was up-
lifted over thy prostrate body. But for him thy scalp
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would now have been drying in Maqua smoke, and thy
ashes have been strown in the path of the red-bird."

" He effected my deliverance ?"

" He saved thee at first, and he and his aged mother
wrought thine after deliverance. He knew thee at once,
though thou didst not know him,—and said to his mother,
' the young eagle is caught in the claw of the wild-cat,—
the white warrior is fast in the trap of the red. The claw
must be loosed, the trap must yield up its prey.'

" * How will my son set him free whom his brothers
have doomed to die V

"
'
I will cut the thongs which bind him to the stake, and

throw my body between him and his enemies.'
•' * Not so, my son ;' said his mother. * Listen to the

words of an aged woman, whom men have compared to
the owl for wisdom and to the fox for cunning. Thou
knowest Namana Mata, whose years are more than the
gray eagle's, and whom the tribe regard as the favoured
of the Great Spirit.'

" My son answered, ' I know the Fawn's-Foot.'
"

'
I will pour my story into her ears. Let it be ordered

that the Pale-Face shall be last at the stake, and, when
his turn comes, say whatever thy wit shall devise to save
him till another day. I will go to the aged Namana Mata,
and tell her why we would save. A bird sings in my ear
that I shall prevail.'

"
'
If Namana Mata—if the Burning Arrow will not

hear '

" • We will risk our lives for his.'

" Thou knowest I speak the words of truth, for these
things were done. The Pale-Face remembers that he
who saved his life in the field was afterward his friend at
the stake, and the cause of his living till another sun. And
he remembers that the same warrior was his guard during
the night. Cannot, then, an Indian be grateful ? Would
the mother of a white man have done for a red man what
I have done for thee ?"

"Will not my brave preserver suffer for his kindness?"
1 asked.

" Tekarrah, is a man : he can hold up his head among
the men of his nation ; and when one shall say to him,

\ m
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'Didst thou do this V he has the heart to say * I did and
the hand to bear it out. Besides, the Burning Arrow is his

TiA ^PP^'oves that he saved thee, and that I am here »

* u ^.,1^^^ ***°"' '^'^ ^^^ t^e aged Namana Mata come
to harm V
"Who dare offer harm to the aged Namana Mata, who.

blmd as the mole, can yet see further than the vulture?
Jbor me, I also am a medicine,* and my people know it".

Ihe owl is my friend, and the rattlesnake and I build our
cabins together. No one dare offer me harm."
While vye had been holding this dialogue the canoe had

been drifting slowly down, and we now found ourselves
jn a little cove or bend of the river, half-a-mile below the
bridge. Here we landed, and drew up the canoe. Wewere now in a cultivated country; the woods had disap-
peared to show in their stead farm-houses, with now and
then a better tenement, the summer residence of an opulent
burgher of Quebec. We continued to track the shore
cautiously m the direction of the village of Beauport
Day now dawned upon us, and soon there was sufficient

light to enable me to see more distinctly the face of the
grateful creature who had led me out of this peril Her
declaration that she was the being I had known years back
as Indian Martha, and her knowledge of the circumstance,
which was indeed true, that I had taken upon myself acharge of theft, brought against, and received a whippine
intended for, her son, were the only evidence that she was
that being. Her personal appearance had undergone acomp ete transformation. Time, which had silverSd her
hair, had done far less than other circumstances to chance
her appearance. Among the white people they were
contemned, spurned, and despised ;—they were now with
their own people, and, relatively speaking, were at the
pmnacle of human greatness. The son was the second
warrior of the nation—the mother more reverenced thanany other person in the wilds for her supposed knowledge
of the ways and will of the Great Spirit. They felt the
improvement in their condition—strange that that should be
improvement which consisted in exile from civilization,—

* Medicine—spirit.
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been the delight of a schoolboy. I crept into this retreat,

and Metopa, filling up the outlet with the same substance,

left me with an assurance that she would be back for me
the ensuing night, soon after dark.

I lay in this situation for many hours, neither so much
at my ease nor so much delighted with my situation as

they may suppose, who have learned the nature of hay
only from the song-writers and pastoral poets,'andhave never
been made acquainted with the fact that it sometimes gets
—damaged and sour. This had been soaked by the great
rains which had recently fallen, and, being in a very ex-
posed situation, as the coup-de-main practised upon it fully

testified, its proprietor was not romantic enough to jeop-

ard his life from regard to its effect in a landscape.

Hence a part had been suffered to " waste its sweetness
on the desert air," whilst that part which the beams of
the sun were able to penetrate had been dried, until it

was little else than a heap of dust. The smoke it created
gave me several fits of coughing, in one of the intervals

of which I heard, distinctly, through the aperture I had
made for a breathing-place and ventilator, the question

asked in French

—

" Sacre ! what is that ?"

" Old Carlo, with the hoopingcough, nothing more."
Presently I heard other voices, and caught a glimpse,

|

through the opening, of several, wearing the French uni-

form, busily engaged in removing the hay. Aware that

hay and straw are frequently used in constructing fortifi-

cations when nothing better can be had, I had no doubt of

being rolled up in a bundle of it, and passed along as a

fascine. This fate, however, was so much preferable to

that I had been near undergoing, that I bore the prospect

of its occurring without a murmur.
"Sacre! Antoine, you are not going to disturb that?"

demanded one of the soldiers. " Why, sure you know
that poor Jacques de Prevost must have a place for his

hens to lay their eggs in. Don't you see the very hole by
which Madame Cackle creeps into her snug lodgings afler

she has breakfasted ? Come away, comrade, come away,
we were not sent hither to annoy the lady-mothers of l}

chickens that have not y^ found their way out of the shell,

"
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Antoine, let the old lady do her duty undi.

point of his b^onet wh^^^^^^
flicted a wound UDon mv tv f '' ?^''^^ '"*^ '*»e ^eap, in-

which renderedvKfuS ^if
"""'"^ "" exclamation,

" Mon Dieu I Ihere's aThlL^rP^'
at concealment,

out, come outdevil I t^l? ^'"'

^u^.
^^^'^ ' ^ome

and big enouXo be roa.tJi
^^own chicken, my brother,

for a &sconfcuriX thafvl" "^ '^^V «« ""^^
" It is indeed a priie A Iv ^^^'ways laughing «."

f
tantly take him Xad-quarteS Wht/'

^^' "?"^* ^»-

louis d'ors if a single livre m! .!* r
* ^ ''^ward-fifty

anensign! pLrre a c^nT; ?^? ^^ ™lipe.
Holy iother Uhe fortunP,

14"'"""^'
"S^ *^'"g *»« ^^ff

-oJt of a haystack?' " ^^ ^^"rpoor Frenchmen made

ha;ltkfrhre^e^rarHheW"^" "^^^ -* «^-
and Martin.

'^ *^^ ^'''^
• ''epeated Phillipe

" What a dance we will hnvo i» ^»- j t».

moment the idea of drnci^ took nn
'''^!^^ ?'«"*e. The

they threw themselves S"fIsauCrr ^^ *^^^^^^^
a quadrille, in a stvle wS t^lf P°«*"i'e» and danced
fessors of the art!

^ '^''"^^ "°^ ^^^^ d^sg'-aced pro.

for'Llnt^t'al^r^^^^^^^
-e with his axe raised ^

grotesque appeaCcTiLTl^^tlttrci"^' ^^ **^«

As soon as this was <in;.K=y PP^ Gascons.
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CHAPTER III.

Ten minutes brought us to the head-quarters of the com-
mander-in-chief. Antoine, the spokesman, having an-
nounced our business, we were ushered into his presence.
We found several general officers assembled in the tent,

among whom were Brigadiers Senezcrques and De St.

Ours, Major de la Sarre, and several others. There was
nothing in the appearance, or previous or subsequent be-
haViour, of the gentlemen I have named to entitle any one
of them to a separate and elaborate notice. Senezerques,
after fighting with uncommon bravery, was mortally
wounded, near the close of the battle, on the ever memora-
ble 13th, and died on board our fleet three days after the
capitulation ofthe town was signed. General de Bougain-
ville was not in the btrttle, having been detached up the
river some time before to watch the "hiotions of our
army.

I do not know that it will be thought foreign to my
subject to introduce a brief sketch of the commander-in-
chief of the French army. Louis Joseph de jVfontcalm
Gozon, Marquis de St. Veran, Baron de Gabriac, was
born at the castle of Candiac, near Nismes, in the year
1712. His family was among the most illustrious in

France. As early as the fourteenth century, a Montcalm
of this family obtained the dignity of grand-master of the

order of St. John of Jerusalem, the family tradition asserts,

in consequence of having delivered the island of Rhodes
from a dragon that infested it. Though we, of this age,

may be a little inclined to skepticism on the subject of the

particular service, the more important part of the story,

that there was such a grand-master, is matter of history.

It is asserted that it was at this time they first added Gozon
to their name.

Louis Joseph was the second son, the eldest was also a
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vouth of exceeding promise. They were fortunate inIvavmg for preceptor the celebrated Dumas, reputed obe one of the most accomplished teachers of he day, andbe myentor of the typographical desk, which introduced
80 vast an improvement i«to the art of printing. Underthis eminent man he made great proficiency in h s studiedand there acquired tliat taste for polite literature a^dreading less rugged than that of his professiori wh cTne'ereft h.m. even am,d the din of arms, but rendered him

vator ot letters. II,s known acquirements procured his

anrfiXM',: '
"^l,"^'^

Al:ademyofZrpl„"
and Jjdies Lettres, with a prospect of beine electedwhich doubtless, would have b'^enVealized hadVlived

his career of
""^

^^''t'V'^
l^ft M. Bumas to commence

6dat. ?LL '"f'
^^^'^h ^^« «"<^ of great and desei-ved

mtous h vT ""^H"'
f«^ «ig"^"^ing himself were nu-

^mn.:i '''''•"** »"d good conduct were every where

r ^7^V^P'"^y- He was present at the battle of PlarentiTfough between the Frendi and SpaniaXwhere he re

nl^^itin^'Tff-
^^^'^^ fataf-engagerent of ex-

1
cs (de Assiete,) he commanded a regiment of infantrvCIS .nguished himself equally as on the ihZeVZZ^^^^^^^^

appSd a? "T^'J-
"^^'^"^ ^he year follo5;lSgT)een

rSnfln ''VSacher, he passed into the cavalry ivfth the

not able ri'"
^^^S^ent which bore his name. amnot able to give the date of his promotion to bo nmajor-general; it was, however, som^etime "prevLs to1/^6, when he was appointed commander-in-chief of the

m
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An almost uninterrupted train of successes ensued hisi

command until the Supreme Controller of the events of
war placed him in contact with one who had not his equal
living. Even then, his conduct and disposition proved him
wise, prudent, and fearless; and if he was eventually
compelled to bow his head to superior fortune, the recol-
lection that his opponents were of a nation who seem born
to triumph over the French in every encounter of arms,
removes from his shoulders a large portion of the odium
of defeat. He did all that the most skilful general could
do, and fell with the reputation time will never impeach of
having been one of the greatest generals of the age.
That he was cruel and faithless, to a proverb, will never

be doubted. The massacre of the garrison of Fort Onta-
rio, in violation of the articles of capitulation, is attributed
to his connivance

; that of Fort William Henry is thought
to have been as much in consequence of " general orders'*
as any other movement of the army he commanded. It
must be a matter of deep regret that he sullied his other-
wise fair fame, by permitting, encouraging, or ordering the
atK)cities of his Indian allies.

" So, a spy, I understand ?" demanded the general, in
tolerable English.

" No, sir," I answered, proudly.
" What then are you ?"

" An officer in the English army.'*
" Still you may be a spy. How came you where my

soldiers found you ?"

I described the manner of my capture.
'•Why are you not among your friends, instead of being

found within a few toises of my camp, ensconced in that
most unsoldierlike and spylike retreat, a haystack ?"

I related my story, and my fruitless search for a convey,
ance to the fleet.

" Your story is susceptible of proof or disproof, by a
reference to your captors. De la Sarre, was ther« such a
skirmish as he speaks of? I do not task myself even to
hear, much less remember the reports made of petty In-
dian skirmishes."

" I recollect, sir, that M. de Matissar, captain in the I
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^"g^^f'oc. said last night there was andthat the Indians were victors " ' ^
" Young man

!
It is not possible that your storv is tru.»but we mil only hang you when you are foundSv Tnthe mean time, and until we have leisure to nnkfny^;
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owl, ' greaterwiser than n

Maqun, who married a rattlesnake and lorgot to cut off
her tail.

°

We had not proceeded farwhenwe were met by herwhom
I still choose to call Indian Martha. Jt is surprising how
soon these suspicious, watchful, and wary people gain a
knowledge of passing events. Scarce an hour had elapsed
since my hi<hngphicc had been discovered, and, in the in-
terval, the news of my recaptin-e had spread throu^rh all
tlie bunds of a people occupying a space of country
greater than that of many German principalities. The
qmck succession of events to myself in the last forty-
eight hours was not so much the subject of my astonish-
ment as the rapidity with which they became known to
these Wild men. " The birds of the air carry jiews," says
the proverb—really it schemed not only that my captors
Jiad employed aerial messengers, but, withal, had been
careful to select those which were most rapid of wini^.

" Why is he, to whom the wise woman of the Maquas
gave freedom, bound anew with thongs, and driven alon^
with blows ?" demanded the aged sybil,

°

^
" Our grandmother is an aged woman ; she does not

know that the wild-cat which is caged can neither bitenor
scratch—that the dog that is whipped is more obedient

_

than the dog upon which the lash is spared."
"The Maquas themselves are dogs, and worse than

dogs, to bind and beat the adopted son of their grand-
mother, she whom the aged Namana Mata has bidden be
saved. In the name of the Great Spirit I bid ye ijive him
his freedom."

They made no answer to the authoritative appeal, but
urged me to greater speed. I had now to witness a speci-
men of scolding which would have done honour to Xan-
tippe. She began, and that in no measured tone, callintr
upon her tutelary deity to take vengeance upon them, and
invoking the Great Spirit to visit them with defeat, pusil-
lanimity, misfortune in hunting, barrenness of their wives
sores, sprains, bruises, visits from evil spirits, &c. &c*
They paid, however, not the least regard to her. This in^
attention to the imprecations of a supposed sorceress sur-
prised me inucli, for I knew that they were, in general

vi
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acted upon by their superstitious feors to an ext^^. . i.- u
rendered them tlie obseouious slnv^. If^ "' *'"'=''

to be possessed of a pow^^uTfStpS rjhTr''toossume the reputation of boiZin.-^ I 'i
™'""=''°'«

with the will of lieaven A hoU^r
"""'''' '"^1"''"«o<l
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ofonrslnps in timt direction
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,
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which should form a part of the education of nil, was now
to avail lor my escape. The moment I struck the water, the
wliole party simultaneously discharged their muskets at me,
but without doing me any injury, for anticipating that such
would be the case, I had dived down, and swam under
water until I supposed myself, and nearly was, out of the
reach of tiieir shot. When I rose to take breath, I found five
or six in close pursuit, and exerting themselves with askilland
effect only second to my own. They were not, at the time,
more than twenty paces from me. It now became a trial

both ofspeed and bottom ; the river at this place was near a
mile wide, and, though exceedingly expert in the use of
my propelling organs, it remained to be seen whether my
adversaries could not outlast, if they could not outswim me.
The race continued one of interest, and apparently ecjual
in chances—for my superior skill—superior even to an
Indian's—but just made up for the extraordinary " weight"
I was compelled to carry. An Indian's only covering in
summer is a blanket, of which even when " skewered," he
can, and, when necessary, does, divest himself in a second
of time; I wore trousers and other articles of dress which
much impeded my progress, and yet could not be thrown
off without wasting upon the minor purpose the minutes
wanted for the major. Under all these disadvantages I
gained considerably upon them, and probably should have
reached the opposite shore sixty yards in advance of their
leader, but for a circumstance which enabled them to "ain
a temporary ascendency.

°

Just below, upon that part of the shore towards which I
was striving, as a man strives for bi-eatJi in the nightmare,
a shoal projected a hundred or more yards into the stream.
At the distance of some twenty rods above there was
another, which ran in a parallel line with the first, and
about as far into the stream. I was not aware of this cir-
cumstance, but my pursuers were, and had shaped their
pursuit with a view to drive me into this bay, or gorge.
When then they were abreast of the outer end of these
shoals, they landed,two on each, and made all possible haste
to cut off my retreat. I saw the dilemma in which I was
involved

: it was, indeed, a vexatious alternative, but the I

*'horn" easiest taken hold of lay before me. I redoubled
'

u

-•s*'-*-^ «l

^»sr;-'-;'.SJr,.^,r
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my cxertiong, gained the shoal water, but ere I had coneten steps, was encountered by one of my fiendlike e„eEWe were armed alike, each with a knife, but he r^^

xru"f;^rrrzt.7?x^ rS

butri!TH^ZT""^' '"' °«" """-^ '™'» ""^
chKSi »n<) unslackened pursuit continued to bo thecniei purpose of the actors m 1 1 s drama • but I HW n^^posst« the same superiority on the land thafI hid ob

S'"a 'L'tr':
N-^l'h'fea. I «as at lealaeen rl"

^cnfcuTatl„„ S^" •'•'T.
" P™™'-''W'y a dull chase-bynw cnicuiation, they could not, at the rate we then ran n„J

Plish-astonishing fe^ats of trave" It taLIc^T''''T"""

-^-=r-dt^^^^^^^^^
as a maiden to be married Xn ifTl 'iL^^*^''^^^'

-fSP"«;frKees:sue can walk upon roses without beading their slender
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Stems, and suspend herself from a bough of mignionette
by a spider's web. Was there ever any thing so sylphliko
and aerial ?

Presently I began to feel a tremor creeping over my
nerves, next a weakness in my knees, and thirdly, a beating
at my heart, which, like Paddy's in the song of " I teas the
hoi/ for bewitching them" promised to end m " one on my
hack." I was now not more than a hundred yards
from the palace gate of the town. The gate wai locked,
but a knowing shot from the old beauty, the Princess
Amelia, 80, doubtless aware that soldiers prefer entering
besieged towns through breaches rather than gates, had,
that morning, paid a visit to the handiwork ofM. de Chausse-
gros de Leri,* and several rods of the wall lay in ruins. I
directed my steps to this breach. My pursuers saw my
increasing weakness, and redoubled their exertions as mine
grew fainter. " When you are chased by the devil, never
stop to look at his hoof," says the proverb. I had not then
heard of this arothegm. If I had I know not if I could
have restrained my curiosity to see what kind of bp'ngs
were behind me, and how far they were distant. I L„..

—

they are within a musket-shot of me. I feel my strength
going very fast : it is nearly the breath of a dying taper-
it IS a mooted point in my mind whether 1 shall reach
the wall or not. They are gaining on me very fast ten
rods—nine—eight—seven—am I then doomed to die under
their horrid tortures ? With tiie pressing conviction that
life is very, very sweet, I call up the remnant of my wasted
strength, I impress every latent energy into my service, I
address myself anew to the race—and succeed. The fore-
most of my pursuers was not twenty paces behind me. If
he had borne a spear he could have transfixed me with it.

His keen knife was already glittering in his hand, when I
gained the dismantled wall, and, wi3i a convulsive effort,
threw myselfover it.

I recollect that, as I struck on the other side of it I had
a glimpse of a nuTiberofpersons in black passing up a street
a httle distance from me, and at the same moment, heard,
from the foremost of the Indians, the exclamation « eh ' the
Black Women!"

^

* The builder of the walls of Quebec.

:>
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CHAPTER IV.

tHK great influence possessed by the French priests inCanada oyer the Indians was the reason why the exert onsof the latter w^e always commanded in favour oftheFrench king When at anytime, the French soldiery hadquarrelled with the Indians, even when they had ai wasoften the case spilt their blood without pro/ocatL it re!quired but a few words from a Jesuit or Francisc^Tomake them forget their wrongs, and to re-estSh^ii?
plete harmony. No 1.vmg being is so susceptible of kind-ness as an Indian. Millions cannot " driveL to wat^r"but he can be led there by a child of a year. TheEshpriests early dscovered this trait in hi nature and operated successfully upon it. The great secret of theXderful success of those priests in making converts to Theircreed of savages-success which has attended them whith'ersoever they have gone, nor left them whilst theyav^S
to mix in poluics, and forbore to dictate to rulers-ilthelrextreme good-nature, and kind sympathy with suS
/J-^k/5^ rS^^"> physicians, a^d nJrses of theSand disabled, the comforters of the afflicted, the friends ofthe unhappy. Relieving human sufrering\Ta7extent

never even attempted by missionaries of ?ther creeds
"«

It surpnsmg that they have attained to an influenc^whk^none other ever possessed ? A Roman autCrekeTtki^a famished hon outraged his instinct so far as to fawnunonhim who plucked a thorn from his foot. It is the s™e wkh^e American Indians. Do them a kindness, and' barCous as their natures are, you bind them in bonds of erad

can'se^ver.^'"'"'"
"'"' "^*^'"S but your own hfe

Of all the^religious orders of Canada none possessed sostrong ahold on the affections of the Indians as the N,,^

'
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duticB. This latter people are, themselves, exceedingly skil-
ful in the treatment of some diseases, but there are others
which baffle their skill, and they are, withal, so very capri-
cious in their dispositions, that sometimes they will discard
their own simple and effectual remedies to make use of
those which come recommended by novelty and a foreign
origin. The wonderful cures which were frequently
wrought in the Hotel Dieu, the merit of which rested en-
tirely with the " Black Women," as they called the nuns
from their dress, had given them the reputation of being
the especial favourites of the Great Spirit. Hence they
were looked upon with mingled love and fear, themselves
reverenced as superior beings, and their least commands
obeyed vnth an alacrity which strongly contrasted with the
general unwillingness of the Indians to do the behest of any
one, and of women especially.

Mine was but a momentary swoon. When I came to
my senses I found myselfbeing carried, by two stout men,
on a litter formed by that juxtaposition of hands which
children sometimes call « Lobb's easy chair," and some-
times « the baby's hurdle :" I cannot describe it, but I am
sure the reader knows what I mean. Women, dressedm a most uncouth dress—as I thought—black, with black
caps on their heads,—I had never seen a nun,—to the num-
ber of eight or ten, were walking, some in front and somem rear, in silence. Occasionally they would turn their be-
nignant eyes upon me, to remark if I had recovered from
my trance, and to speak a few words of encouragement to
my " team," and then on again. My first thought was to
claim the privilege of being my own « 'van,"—the second,
to sit still and enjoy the ride. I was acquainted with the cir-
cumstance that there was an order of charitable women
who devoted themselves to Christ's service in a way which
will sooner earn for those who use it the glorious euee
« veil done, good and faithful," than the assigning a niis-
sionary to every ten men, the building a church upon every
rood in heathen land. The suspicion struck me at once
that these women were no other than the excellent and
celebrated Sisters of the congregation of Mercy, and that
they were taking me to the Hotel Dieu. « On the one
hand, I am pursued by relentless savages," said I, mentally

;

i
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on the other, I am suspected of being a spy. Shall I
not be safer and better off in the hospital than in thedungeons under the castle of St. Louis ?" Need it be told
that I remained msensible.

In the Hotel Dieu there were two large wards, one formen and the other for women. I was carried ti a snugroom in the former of these, and laid upon a bed. Thf

wfth Thl Jl .r^
""" thither now left the apartment, andwith them all the nuns save one. She immediateli Si

about those little offices of kindness wWch Z^^^l^
precise or definite end but to show the value of a womanm the apartments of the sick, her inexpressible worTtnmoments of pam and disease. She raised the window-
curtain and lowered It, pulled to the bed-curtains and un-closed them, smoothed the wrinkles out ofmy pillow, wipedthe drops of perspiration from my brow, and did a thousand ot^er little acts, the more grateful o me from therecollections they revived of my dear home am ZtherWoman! dear woman! what were a sick chamber^whaiwere hfe without thee

! When we lay stretched on a bedof anguish, pam racking our bones, and hope banished ourhearts, how does the touch of that soft little hand, laid uponour brows, dispel the former and recall the lat eH Ou"upon those who decry you, and profess to see in youSthan beings sent to man in especial kindness, and diervina
his utmost tenderness and protection.

aeservmg

,
Presently^one of the sisters returned with a cup containing some exhilarating cordial. It being impossible to keenmy secret much longer, I thought it bist tS make a con?dant now, and of my nurse, f related my story lo hernor did I attempt to hide the fact from her^that I houldprobably, at this moment be in durance on the vilestcSwhich can be brought against a soldier, but foi SeXthe general that he had found a readier executioner thaneven the provosit-marshal.

""""er man
The kind creature replied, that what to do was ultoffether

She went out, and in a few minutes, that usually hauehf

v

^nf/'^'^T^^"'' ^"' ^^'^ '"^d^^t «nd retired,ecSS
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and present danger followed. After devoting a few
seconds to reflection, she said that, " trusting to my asser-
tion that 1 was innocent of the charge preferred against me,
she would assist me—not to escape—that was impractica-
b e, but to secrete myself till the impending danger had
blown over. At twelve at night I was to be in readiness to
leave the hospital. She had a sister, a widow, residing in
the Upper Town, who had a spare apartment, which she
was sure she could command, and the more especially as
her sister was anxious to pay a debt of gratitude to the
English for a kindness done her some years before by indi-
viduals of that nation, and remaining unrequited. Madame
Melot's house was less exposed to our shot than others,
so that, whilst the contiguous house were a heap of ruins
that m which she dwelt remained untouched.

'

At twelve o'clock I was ready ; the guide engaged by
the sister was punctual to his appointment ; we got out of
the hospital without noise, and reached Madame Melot's
without molestation. In expectation of a guest, she had
not retired, but awaited our coming in the room intended
lor my reception.

I found her a lady of some thirty years, beautiful, accom-
plished, and as gay and lively as French ladies usually areWe conversed but little that night, for the fatigues of the
day made me wish more for rest and sleep than any other
boon of heaven.

I slept next morning till near ten o'clock. Mv hostess, in
compliment to me, had deferred breakfast, tilll should be
ready to partake of it. It was now served :—a French
breakfast, eggs, bacon, coffee,—which is coffee ! not ditch-
water

;
but every body knows what a French breakfast is •

and least ofany part of the French possessions do they stint
you in Canada m the matter of breakfast. Her little son
—she had but one child—had risen, and was creeping
around the room m anticipation of my entrance. He was
now eleven years of age, and one of the finest little fellows
1 ever saw.

In the course of the morning I told my story and heard
hers m return. She was born at Boulogne. Her father,
M. de iiourdesolt, was atone time a merchant, doing a
large business at that place, but failing in trade, and reck-
oning httle of the transition from legal to illegal traffic

i

;^l
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he turned smuggler, and connected himself with the cele-
brated Thurot, he who, in the early part of the next year,
(1760,) so frightened the western-island men, made a de-
scent upon the Irish coast, took and plundered Carrickfer-
gus, and fell, on the 28th of February, in a desperate action
with the iEolus, Pallas, and Brilliant frigates, off the Isle of
Man.
M. de Bourdesolt throve so well in his new occupation

—-or, rather, his old one a little twisted,—fair trade, saddled
with an impost a little slackened in the girth,—that he was
able to give his children, who were all daughters, a very
good education, and, by that means, aided by handsome
marriage-portions, to match them above his own condition
in respect of birth calling. M, de Melot, who married the
subject of my sketch, was appointed, three years after his
marriage, to an office in the island of Martinique, whither
they repaired, and where they continued till, in the attempt
to remove him from the West Indies to Canada, he was re-
moved from this to another world.
The ship in which they sailed was wrecked on her pas-

sage thither. There was little to be remarked in the man-
ner of their wreck which does not take place in the usual
cases of stranding of vessels. A long spell of thick
weather, a long succession of heavy gales, and want of skill

and prudence in the master, were the proximate causes.
It took place when they had been out twenty days ; they
had not seen the sun for the latter half of the period.
When the bark struck, Madame Melot was below ; she
was hurried upon deck by her husband, and the next mo-
ment swept from it by a tremendous surge. Seeing one of
the children near, she caught it with a convulsive grasp,
and made it the companion of her miraculous preservation.
8he never could exactly tell how she was saved, but enter-
tained a dim and confused idea that it was by means of
clinging to a spar.

The most interesting part of Madame Melot's sketch re-
lated to Thurot. No resemblance could be stronger than
that between this celebrated desperado and another who,
with much fewer claims to celebrity, has, at a later period,
attained a wider reputation, and been fortunate enough to
connect his name and piratical exploits with the struggle!

f It,-'; «--»
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^ jinoFZ tfh.!?" 'Y''
'"^T^^enc^- »"* ^hiJe PaulJones has had half a dozen industrious eulogists at work

mented oblivion the slightest memorials remaininir of himm oral report, Thurot, in every respect his eoual LaZmany his superior, has been passed by with! oTher ^oJice

rt wrhlttr;^'^^"^"^^^^^^^^^ bold attempt to dUvert, with h.s little squadron, the attention of Great Britainfrom the grand French flo^t under M de Conflnnl Tbrief sketch of this celebrated man, whose namo wl *one time leaped in report withevery ThirthaTs^^^^^^^^^^^^
just as Jones's was at a later day, may not be un , eres^in?

/v^oservedJamesinni^S^^tt
Of h.s people, and upon his failing*^ to do sHo lo^d h ^

is believed hi
"""'• "' "!""' ''""^ '° ">« ^ar, though tIS Delieved he never practised. He was married itLl
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vancement in after-life. At the moment his father held
him at the baptismal front, the body ofhis mother was being
reposited in the cemetery of the same church. M. Thurot
had been a very tender and affectionate husband, and the
scene, and the reflections it gave birth to, overpowered
him, he leaned against the lioly vessel, and wept like a child.
They have a custom in Catholic countries, during Christ-

mas, for ladies of distinction to go into the churches, and
offer themselves as sponsors for children brought to be
christened, and not provided with the baptismal '* securities"
demanded by the Romish ceremonial. It was at that sea-
son that Madame Thurot's death took place. Whilst the
ceremony was being performed at the font, a lady of great
rank and fortune, Madame Tallard, entered the church, and
remarking the extreme sorrow and affliction ofthe widowed
husband, demanded its cause. The priest told her. The
circumstance furnishing a volume of comments on the cha-
racter and conduct of the bereaved husband, and manifest-
ing a depth of affection which women are not slow to prize,
excited the admiration and pity of the good lady, and de-
termined her to make the child the object of future remem-
brance and bounty. She stood sponsor, made it afterward
a handsome present, and desired that it might be sent her
upon her return to Boulogne. Neither the obligation to
be grateful nor the promise to remember were forgotten,
though many years elapsed before the latter was claimed.
My fair biographer knew little of the boyhood of Thurot—he did not become known to her father till he was near

twenty. The particulars of his life antecedent to that time
have been supplied from another source, reference to which
has also been had in compiling those of a later period.
Madame Melot had heard that he was a « wild chicken,"
living for little else than mischief and dissipation, incor-
rigibly idle, and addicted to women, even at an age when
they should rather have been his nurses than his chire amis.
When we recollect that libidinousness was the strong trait
of his after-life, and that ail tlio knowledge he possessed
when he became known to the Englisii public was acquired
at the time it was being displayed—that he "bought
his wares in the morning, and offered them in the even-
ing"-—that mathematics were taught him by the famous

y \\\

i
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Donelly when he was at leasl twenty-four years ofaire »„,!^ha, wo can, with the same ease, trL hiLther a^ql, remen s o a period consequent upon his arrival at mmC
ri! 1 """^^ '?.S'™ ?''"''""« Melot the eredTof1:
bofS. """''= """ ''"' """» '" ^l-^' ^he said o/^L

in-^^cha'rio r?''"'''
'!'''"""r""''«<'•<>"« F'-'-rel hav-ing Charge of a vessel employed in smurallntr „„^i.

ITtl^^^ nami of
r

''•
Vr^'"

l^e remembered ^1^
klmu n tn ^r ^

^'f
g^^"dfather, a fact which becoming

ofCnnZ ^^L
™''^-

P^ "''"''^d them that the " OTarrels

o lie elder ihurot to take his son with him, introduce him

The S^'''^ "''"V"?'
""^ "^g^ th^"» to pu h his fortunedThe father seeing httle prospect of his son's doing much aJ

conduct fro^'^f'
^^P'?^ '^ ^'^^"^^ '" ^- dispoStd

nPrmU^ii ?^
''^^"^e of scene, acquiesced in the proposalpermitted the generous cousin to equip the boy at his ownexpense, and they sailed for Ireland. Umerfck was t^

.mZe7'''''^^^.''"^^'^"' ^ noted plac^'fdeprie forsmuggled goods, the intermediate. At this lat/pr nl«^I

vTen^'^t^the
^^^^ "^^^ "^ -"-^^din^b:!

reyLparTted 151"^^^"^?^ disgust of young Thurot,

Jonvin! Th
The patron of some ten dayssaHed awayleaving Thurot upon the island destitute of the means of M?n'

«nd pirited hot til? 'f^ '""""^t'^
'^^^"g h'«^ «" active

lactor. Unce he remained at Carlingford more flT«n n

feXe'o?"heS KV^ ""^
"V"

•« -q^reSh^W

liuioom water,—and spent his money like a prince. But

m
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thbugh wild and reckless in his deeds and disposition and
seemingly stamped bymture gibierdepotence—same forthe
gallows,--there was nothing of the ruffian in his appearance
or general deportnieni. Indeed, he was rather the gentle-
man, as far as manners make him ; and here he had the
advantage of Paul Jones, who was arrogant and quar-
reisome; acomplete braggadocio, and, but that his hand was
always ready to bear him out in what he threatened, a
quality supposed to be wanting in a bully,.one of the most
thorough Bobadils that ever existed. Thurot was remark-
ab y bland and courteous—Jones was stiff and professionalm his manner, whether in court or on board his ship Both
were under the middle height, both spare, muscular, and
very agile, but the complexion of the Frenchman was fair
whilst that of the Scot was coarse, and only redeemed from
sheer ugliness by a remarkably fine eye. As far as appear-
ance and personal deportment went, Thurot was deci-dedly superior. But to return.

It is the strong trait of those formed of fiery materials tohke change of scene, vulgarly it is called a « roving dis-

fr\T f J*'"'°^T1'^^'' *J?
^^^ "^^^^ «f ^^^ world than

he Isle of Man and Carlingford ; he had not forgotten the
-flourishing house of the O'Farrels of Connaught," and he
determined to see what influential relatives could do topromote his fortune. He accordingly set out for Dublin—

"^lu 17? shilhngs in his pocket, but amply provided

Ztl Y^T? Z^'f^u'
™^"^>^ *^ ^ y«»t^^f"l traveller,

health and spirit.which has not been taught the delusive
nature of human hopes, nor been made to feel that the
proverb "welcome as a leak in a new ship," was expressly
intended for the poverty-stricken, who thrust themselves

•into the houses of their rich relatives, and exclaim, "Howdo you do, hmman V
It isbelieved that he did notfindany ofhis relationsin Dub-

lin, since he was reduced so low, whilst at that place, thathe was obliged to enter into the service of Lord B-— as

Uaupliine. At the end of this time an event occurred inthe family of his lordsh.p-the alleged incontinence of h^

tl ;!* Th' ^,^f
.^»<^^d in the flight or dismission ofthe valet. Thurot, bemg m high favour with his mistress,

/I
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was suspected by his lordship of knowing more of the in.tr^ue than he chose to acknowledge, and both Thurot and
i-ynch, the countess's own woman, were dismissed. This
created a bitter feud between the nobleman and his

T i'i" r^j^t.t^^e latter was sure to have the worst of it.
l^ord B. laid thmgs to Thurot's charge, of which he averred
himself, and probably was, innocent, and the later in re-

2T T^^f 'u
^-^^"^^ *?'' lordship's private conduct, and

entered so fully into his domestic management, that it be-came unsafe for him to remain longer in Dublin. The wait-ing woman being soon after taken into the service of the Earland Countess of Antrim, he followed her to Glenarn
Castle, their seat in the north of Ireland. Here he made
himself acceptable to the earl and his friends by his skill in
sporting, and here he remained till his predilection for apursuit, which offered all the excitements of the chase, with
risks and profits more congenial to his disposition and
habits, led him into the company of the smugglers who fre-quented that part of the coast, and finally into a conneion

rnd HnrL T 't^",^^,^«'"e .proverbial for his boldnessand ddring. Lack of discretion in vending his illicitly.

t^?!!!!^'' ^?l!-^'
^^^ ""^"'^y ^^ «"« «f h's female friends,

together with his excessive liberality in bestowing, without
price where the customer was of the softer sex and pos-sessed beauty, for such were always sure of a new gown,soon placed him in the power of the officers of the elciseUpon one of his nocturnal voyages from Mona to Ireland,they succeeded in capturing four out of the five boats whichwere conveying goods of the company to the latter place-that in which he was himself escaped by superior ma-nagement, and found a safe harbour, and unlading plTce—if I remember right-in the north-east coastof Hay. Bv
T.^Ta?

^ «tratagem-sending out the crew, disguised

cJnfTu^^^ """'" ^'''^*^ *"^" '^^''' merchandise intocash Of the amount realized, one hundred and fiftypounds became bis
; with this sum he started for Edinburghwhere equipping himself with handsome clothes, he pfe'pared to return to his native country

^

There was at this time, in the Scotch capital, a Frenchgentleman, doing business as a merchant, and having oc-
casion to employ several small vessels between that place

Ui
"^ 1
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and London, he was, at this time, wanting a master forone of them, and having seen Thurot, who passed for a sea'fenng man, and. w.thal, possessing in his accent the recom-mendation of bemg a countryman, he offered him the berS

Lrff^ f '

'^"^ '^' ^^"«^^"g ^^^^^ the aLTc, of Edin-burgh, Thurot master, was among the clearances at thecustom-house for London. He did not prosecute this trust

was burned by a neighbourmg warehouse taking iire andThurot did not return to Edinburgh. He tool Sinnsfor a while at Paddingtori, and afterward in a comS^^^^

master of a vessel sailing between London and CalaisDunkirk, and other French ports
'

From 1748 to 1752 he was employed in carrying on aSf if Sh'
between France'anS IrelanlS was

la«e7per"oKm?rp^^^ ^l' T^ "^"^^- ^^out thelaiier period he made Boulogne his ch cf place ofresidence

terrorTtSu^"^-'^^'"^?,"^ -^ "^-"-^^^^^^^^
terror ot the douanniers and custom-house officers for hisboldness and uncontrollable fierceness. They could n^^^^^^^break up smuggling, they said, while one so shrewd andcunning w'as at the head of it, nor could they be eroected

TlL'oraot
v'""?'^" "'^'^ " ^^^ ^-^J wShelTeK^

ih/v PT*"'^ ^^""^""^ '« prevalent and barefaced thathe French government determined to put a stop to it bvthe strong arm. The president of the provincTrecetedorders to use legal measures for its suppSn in conse^quence of which several of the smugglers we?e arres^e^and among them Thurot. After thfusuarexaSon
prison. Idonotknowwhat became of the others butthp
president who was no other than M. T^laXhe s"" of

tnJS'^"''K'V''5""^'^^""g '^^ hours thev had spenttogether in boyhood, interposed and saved his life ^He

hT:arsrh' h?ewd
^^^^r4 "^^^ ^'^ -o'd eLmLt^:

nnt%^ K- , T^ ^"^ pertinent answers to the questions

CJ^ r« ^"? 't°^^^ «"^h thorough knowledge of ?he

hZ^f ®f*''"^ ""^ '^^'^"^' that he was libefated Z
teK'trr.^ '^.^

".T
b^tweenFrgnceandEng!

lanfl, might do the latter deadly injuries. He went from
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the prison, M. Tallard still befriending him, to take com-
mand of a king's sloop, but finding that her commnnder
was likely to lead an inactive life, he left her to take charge
of a Dunkirk privateer. In this service, the scourge and
terror of the British commercial marine, bold, bloody,
active, ever chased and never overtaken, to-day in Dun-
kirk, to-morrow off Uihant, and the day after in La Ilogue
Roads, he continued till the beginning of the summer of
1759, when he was advanced to command the squadron in
which he terminated his labours and life.

The general facts and incidents connected with his last
expedition have become history, and do not belong to my
subject. Not so the spirit in which he conducted it. Pri-
vate property was everywhere respected by him, and the
safety of the inhabitants cared for as far as it could be done,
consistent with the practices of war and the objects in view.
The people who went on board his squadron were treated
with great civility ; he paid for everything he took from
the shore ; and where his officers had, without his know-
ledge, extorted supplies without making remuneration, he
made them pay for them from their private purses.

His character may be summed up in a few words.
He was dissipated and amorous, of great bravery and har-
dihood, undaunted in getting and free in spending, with
those talents for impartmg pleasure to the social circle, and
whiling away the tedious mmutes—the telling a story,;iing-
inga song, and uttering a joke or repartee, which hav3
spoiled more choice spirits than any and every other cause.
He was literally the prince of good fellows. He made love
as he made war, spilt wine as he spilt blood, and carried
the same active valour to the demolition of the decanters
and drinking glasses, from which he had imbibed the mo-
mentary madness, that he carried into battle. But with
the martial qualities which rendered him an antagonist
worthy of Britons, with the vices and follies which sullied
their lustre, there were blended great generosity and hu-
manity, unceasing attention to the wants and welfare of
those who served under him, courtesy to his equals, and,
excepting when wine was in and, by a consequence, wit
out, respecting to his superiors. He fought less for plunder
than honour, and his death secured the glory he sought.
Such was Thurot.
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Melot. With each suZeSn^^J^ ^'"'"'^ ^^ ^^^^'^'"^

pin my iriends increased LIk^ '"^ impatience to re.W but the fearonSrtm? *"'"]? ^^JPf ™« «''««t ««

AtFength I frankly 1 hor^J^^A'^"^"^
^"^"*^ '" trouble.

aid nifescape ^Xi''.^y ^"^'W' ""^ ^««*^^ ^^^ ^^
finding mc ser ous n mv JS

'"^^^'y «»«hed at me ; but,

rather^thanremS^i,^act?v^l"J^""'"^^^^^ f"" a"y risk

winning well-earneThurei; nplL^ f
*'^*'- " '" °""" ^^'^

Iiearts'llood, she"I'd8^:^^ T^^'""^,
^^"'"^ '» t*'^''-

me that verV day wipni ^"^ '"/ ^/^"'^ ^ ^°ne for

benevolent mission she c«m!^^f
^ *»"«^ absence upon her

gloom and depression that I '"^""-i ' '""^ '" *»«'

to dream of^ereranee sh- ^^'"^^

guide, and one inluh^ i ?^^ ,^^^> '"^^ed, found a
placed.

'" "^^^^ »^« thought confidence might be

leave of^'l'Sml^l,^tl"'"'' 'S^ ]
'"^^ «" affectionate

breaches in the wal bv w^- 'k
"^ ^^^ '"^ ^o one of the

where I afterward twrit^ir ?°'t^
^"*^ *»^««^ ^^^^

ging each other witr^n til
^^"^^ ^^''^^^"^ "^en bug-

kindness that beC to th« JT"'?"' ''i"^'" «"^ ^"4
tinuing along the nlnll • ^^"f^

""^ ^^^'^nt foes. Con-
we ca'me s^.ZFyTtChZk^^^^^^^
saw, rolling rapidly beneath^, thL'^^^^

precipice, and
a busier hum of cultivation

' ^^^P'^^^ which wants but
ing of a few more sails a„d^h^

''' ^^"''«' ?d the gleam-
prows along its vvaters to hi

'"'5'"^ ""^ ^ few more
verse. We heariTj lie to th/"''?'^

*^"°"^ ^" the uni-
of men talking, wh ch mv j,?JH^ "Tf

tward of us, the voices
tain's companyItaSonTd It '^'n

P^^^^eded from a cap-

VVedescended^hifSnlrur'^^^ li'^^"^*
^" *he bang,

a narrow and broken nath Z f^'^vity until we came to
across, and partl^ by roff;^^^^^^^ if

rt'j by trees felled
guide said, it the fcJ^t of he rett^ ji

"^"t ""*'" ^^e

scendbythispath,wecam?toth«
*

F^^ntmumg to de-
"pon the whit^e, hJ,'sro ^lan^^

''%^^^ ^/ge, and stood

,

had gone well with is bnf th! • ^^"' ^^' ^^^^^ thing
journey remained unaccomnli.Li"'''^'"*

" '^''" «^ thf
board the shipping ?H^?Pu"'i^'^-">w ^as I to get onPPing ? He who flies for his life will hardly
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perish for want of an expedient. There is, at all times,

on the St. Lawrence, and all the larger rivers of the

western continent, an abundance of what is taere called

« drift-wood," that is, trees, torn from their imbedding by

the encroachments of the tides and mountain torrents, and,

hurried down till they find salt-water, and eventually be-

come that which pro^osticated to Columbus the exist-

ence of another continent. I sought among the trees

which lay strewed along the shore one suited to become a

sanctuary for my fortunes, and found it in a large fir, which

•had been stripped, root and branch, by the waterfalls above,

and landed here in a state as forlorn as my own. After be-

stowing upon my faithful guideall the money Ihad about me,

and promising a further remuneration when we had taken

the town ! I pushed the log into the river, placed myself

astride of it, as a clown rides a bare-backed horse ; and,

taking in my hand a broken bough, to serve as an oar, com-

mitted myself to the mercy of the current.

The night was rather dark : still I hoped to be able to find

the ships without difficulty. But chance did for me whatmy
own sagacity would have failed to accomplish. The first I

knew, a tall dark mass appeared in the horizon before me,

and the next moment, such was the rapidity of the current

and the obstinacy and self-willedness of my bark, I found

myself in the miniatui-e whirlpool created by the fretting

in the tide's wake of the cable which held the Shrewsbury,

seventy-four, and the attraction and repulsion of water to

and from her bows. I had no means of getting on board,and

was soon hurried past her. But I knew now where I was,

and set up a loud cry for assistance. It was answered,—

the usual discussion took place, and, before five minutes

had passed, I was taken on board the Stirling-Castle,

sixty-four.
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IS an oar, com*

CHAPTER V.

Early the next morning I had the pleasure to r^ceive a summons from my brave an/eSnt Tneral to repair to his quarters T Cn^ ®J*^^"®"* §?'

wasted to a^skeleton-nTless fmm t£ oli' of'^'^ease than from disappointment alTi^^rTs ot^inatural valour and contempt of di&Xrhis ex reZconfidence in his troops,-confidence begotten bv Xthe had so often seen them oerform hf? i "i t •

overlook the obstacles whl^h^actua^^^^^^^^^^ b^^
comphshment of the object intrusted to Wm lu

always exceptine Frederic of Pm«^^ u ^^ ^'^ ^'"*®'

haved themselves in the field wS'h the colt, ?„T **;
conduct expected from them. The batS" rf MonfT*

i» at the headerTgrert^umL tf b?d^^^^
a small number of good ones that wi.h r ^T' ''"'^ ' "* *^« ^ead of
him

;
but the warfold Sw^l^J'J^^^^^^^ ? T'^ "" *° H^^

viour of his army '» *" **'^'°"' doubtful of the beha-

Vol. 11.-5
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obstacles in comparison with that still unattempted but to

be achieved before we could call ourselves conquerors—for

what was the surmounting of the heights of Montmorency
to the escalade of the walls of Quebec, and what kind of

conquerors should we be if the last were left undone ?

—

he became disheartened and gloomy, and gave way to

deep mental despondency. The celebrated despatch to

which I have so frequently referred betrays the melonchoJy

under which he laboured. After remarking upon the un-

common strength of the landward positions occupied by
the enemy, the number of floating batteries and boats

which defended the river, the ceaseless warfare he was
compelled to wage with those ever vigilant and never-to-

be-surprised enemies, the Indians—" our officers disabled^

our army much weakened, the naost formidable part of our

armament deprived of the power of acting, yet the

whole force of Canada to oppose/' he gies on to declare

that " in this situation, there was such a choice of difficul-

ties, that he owned himself at a loss how to determine."
" The affairs of Great Britain," says he, " require the most

vigorous measures ; but, then, the courage of a handful of

brave men should be exerted only when there is some hope

of a favourable event." This courage was afterward ex-

erted to iho production of events which had no pfcirallel in

that war of heroes.

The disease of the climate and season came in aid of

mental troubles. Both together had, in the short space of

twelve days, wrought such a change in him that you found

yourself asking whether it was possible that grief, and the

operations of a disease seldom fatal, could in so short a

time bring about such an utter prostration of comparative

health and vigour? Yet his lively temper would some-

times break bounds, and then he would be as playful as

ever ; would indulge in lively " sallies with his officers

upon their Sallys," and tease them about their alleged

courtships of the pretty rustics "»f the neighbourhood.

These fits of pleasantry were, however, not frequent, and

only cam*' like momentary gleams of sunshine in a lower-

ing April day, to be succeeded by hours of gloom and

darkness.

General Wolfe was a very early riser, being often

\;> ;»
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(quartan) «tu™ed, he haS finiled hi. break?<^.tf„T?

sat upon ThwsetLli^t^S 1^ "' ""^ "°™'""- ««

see ™; " 'i

''™
I ,

Welcome, welcome, my boy-glad to

crults mi l„k- • /. ""* nioment m a pes t on which re-

Wit^^Werand"^', ''"hr" 'iP™' "isirkeTo

have the quartL?'? '
"'" '^^^'^^ ^"^ y" «ver

happ^I^^i^'^r'Z; "-.N-.England shores

mSy countS We l„t
P«?"'^™« «f damp and

finge/andt™^„^^;erfcX^,teh:' '^^^^
and barren land of the pilgrims » * ^ "'^S^'^

ia^J^i^^igriSla^yrcaiii^f^^ *" -'"^ "- "^

« A ,^' fk'.^""*
warmer, much warmer in summer "

easel The\lText^eI^t^^^ "'T' ^^ ^^^^^'^ ^is-

condition of tratmos^F^J«K f-
^^^^^"'^ ^^^"^ ^^at

health. Well vou Zp^k! ^^'.''•^ '' '° unfavourable to

tary tourS^'i'saw /ou
"" "''"^ ^ *^"^-^» '-^J""-

" A short one, sir."

insV^uto'ti![;:*a'^'^rt?nf1 T"'S'" ?* ™"«. 'he send-

And what have youS1Y""'T^?*'"^ » ™'«is-
ing about to your eenerai?%'^ ^®

^""'"f'
"""^ ^P^*''"

eyed as you aTcIS 'hav^'ertwd^V"'
'^™''-

»
uns, noDlesse, and bourgeoise, in town and iii
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the country, without picking up something which, if it do

not improve us in stratography, may, at least, make laugh

or cry come ?"

" 1 cannot believe that my general will think my re-

marks of sufficient importance to waste his time in hearing

them."
" You mistake yourself as much as you mistake me, Mr.

Haverhill. I always set you down as vastly shrewd and

clever. You are naturally sagacious ; and when to this I

add that you was educated in New-England, and hence

must be ready at 'calculating,' and 'reckoning,* apt at

' guessing,' and all that sort of thing, I have said enough,

I think, to show why I may reasonably expect to obtain

much information from you. I have now said enough to

set your ambition at work in shaping intelligent answers to

my questions. Where have you been ?"

" In the first instance, among the Indians, sir."

"And how did they use you? I hope they did not

compliment you as they did the lover of Tabitha

Bramble."
" Not exactly, sir ; they spared a principal part of the

civilities they paid Mr. Lismahago, but favoured me with

a few introductory compliments—as an invited guest re-

ceives a biscuit and a glass of brandy and water, to stay

his appetite till dinner."
" You witnessed savage scenes, I dare say. If your

tongue were to give utterance to what you have seen I

am sure it would tell a tale of horror. Their w^arfare is

dreadful ; those whoops and yells of theirs appal the stout-

est hearts. But ifwe cen but once put our hands upon them,

they shall be heavier than Rehoboam's yoke upon the ten

tribes of Israel. You have been among the French, too,

have you not ?"

I answered that I h?id.

" And in the very city which has caused me to lose

sight of the spirit-stirring scenes of Germany. A curse on

my bad stars that led me to prefer this ignoble service,

for such I fear it will prove, to the glory of serving with

Granby, and Kingsley, and Sackville. I might even have

slept with the brave Keith on the field of Hochkircken, or

been permitted by a kind God to die at Zorndotf or

!«(_***.*".•*--»
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Rosbach. I should h^ve been anywhere but where I imt^
,f;?"r *^^ S'^'^y ™y ^eart pants for." ^ ^""^

body and ni.nd which weighs me into the dustiS in »greater or less degree, b/every individualfn the armv

inlSP^'T T'^''.^
^^'^ resourceshave d mlnSmdiv»duall3 and collectively, at least a third since thrdavwe landed on the island of Orleans. Oh ! ho -AnJ

cucK notp'T*"J
'^ '^' ^^™y-b"* I ^'i' not"4"

a

H«H vnf, '
^'^ '^^"'P y^"'' «P'"t3, my youncr friend

o'JleTrerhT^'""^^' ^^ """'^ ^^^^ -- ^^ tempt

ceiiencv '' Thp""*
'* '' ^^ '^'* ^ «"» *« ^P^'-^^ to vour ex-cellency. They seem over-confident, over-secure "

Yanfee trX',T' "^^ ^""/^^"'^ ^^^ Nowis'this 'a

Mnnfm^
^"'^' '"'•

J>^ ^"^ *^«nduct of our troops at

SnTf L^'
^"' ^^'"S «'^ ^^^J^« in their neighbourhoodv^ithout striking, according to our usual custfm a homeblow, has given them a very light ooinion af « 'r^

bel^ve th^t your excellency^^ aJ sX?,-but I fe^a^I am talking more than becomes ma"
^'^

Oo on, go on, you delight me—how fortunato thit tho

taj never ™„d cere^o^Sde; me^ot ecVaf"

upon wnat your opinions are ffroundprl I'll i:.*
^"!r"^v

5*
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" They think that our troops are bad, do they ? It may
be that we shall teach them to entertain a different opinion

of us yet. And so they grow careless, do they V*

" 1 am sure they do. They have not, as far as I know,
left the gates unlocked, or issued a general order for the

sentinels upon the walls to go to sleep at sundown and
wake at sunrise, but they are in a fair way of doing so.

Their vigilance relaxes daily ; the caution and circumspec-

tion which I have been taught to suppose were the cha-

racteristics of a good soldier have altogether deserted the

army of our opponents."
" Haverhill, my friend ! my better angel, is this so ?

Adieu to agues, chills, and fevers ! This news has put me
in sufficient spirits to shake off that which has so long op-

pressed me. J am better ! I am revived ! I am well 1

Give me a sword—bind up my wounds—hang out banners

on the outward walls ! When do you think we may slip

our bloodhounds out of the leash ?**

"I fear your excellency is not well enough yet to

undertake any active measure."
" Well enough, say you 1 why, I was never sick—except

beart-sick, and the disease has been removed from that

region by the wise and effectual prescriptions of a certain ^l

Dr. Haverhill. I am as ready for action as ever I was in
'

my life. I see, by your eye, there is something behind.

Now, an' thou lovest me, Hal, keep me no longer in sus-

pense. Tell me what you have seen, for sometliing you

have seen, which leads you to intimate the speedy accom-

plishment of our hopes V*

" I am not sure that what I have seen may operate to

the reduction of the fortress, but I have seen a little cove,

or bay.*^

" And where is this little cove, or bay ?"

" Some two or three miles above Cape Diamond, and

half that distance below Sillery."

"The depth of water?"
** I do not know the precise number of feet,^ but it la

very bold."^

" How near may the ships approach ?"

** I should think, sir, to within point-blank shot"
*" Excellent ! and what are the heights above it V*

' ym̂Bi l,V Ii
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" Bold, and very steep."

them
?""

"""' i»«"^°^«"ntable ? Is there any path over

-^footpath, so narrow that two men cannot go abreast

'V-'rfu"^
blocked up, or rather impeded, by tfe timber

;it^'r2d1ntoT^^^
'''''' ^-- -^ ^^--''^ the;

« Thpl^ K^*^""^' l^^
P?''. • ^' *»^^« t'^^y overlooked it ?»

Whe?oL^rrf
entirely overlooked it, but nearly so.When once landed, a small battery and a captain'sidare all the impediments to be overcome at that poin^ andhey may be overcome without difficulty. Your excel-lency knows better than I what our prospects may be

bt^tmlyea^e?'
^^^^^^^ ^^ ^'^ «" «P--'- «^"

"What prospects! the best! Victory will surely be

tho'seIrhtr If"* '"'T ^ '^"^'"^ -^ t»^« "-'nt oftnose heights. If we can but once get footine uoon thofw

&tt- "^1 "^ °»^"»"gh^ mineXr be S^late of Epammondas Ml You and I, my brave fellowmay not lire to see the banner of Engtand fl«W o„SDiamond, but others will, and have withal a fclitKeLoS
»nTf I'SiT'^' '^'!i:

""^y '!'«" '"'™ buried usrwT?h^

alltJl^hTfiiS^f^ffle^'**'''"^
'-«''* '"^'''--^

"I hope we may achieve the victory, and your excel-lenct hve to be duly honoured and rewarded for"t

»

I have always felt that I shall not survive this war Iam a soldier--! trust, a fearless one, but ^ pTesentiments are abiding that my days are numberedL few I

^Z^lV^tT'. '".T- W-"'-Id-inthearmsof
victory, 1 am ready to die to-morrow; so that that coveshall come to be called 'Wolfe's Cove !' Id thatTvname shall be mscribedonthelongrollof heroes who ha^e

He remained for a few minutes in deep silence H«then drew from his bosom a miniature, which he pressed

me. It was the portrait of a young lady of great beauty.
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Miss Lowther, to whom he was tenderly attached, and
whom he was to have married immediately on his return
to England. It was to her that the ode, ending with these
stanzas, was addressed upon his death.

Y«jt weep no more, bat noblv claim
A proud ulliance with his fame,
And all his glory share

;

His country's cause requir'd his aid
;

For victory to Hearen he prayed,
And Heaven hath heard his prayer.

His wound was honest, on his breast

—

Lay me in peace, and let me rest,

Th' expiring hero cried
;

'

The pitying fates his death delay,

Till Heaven for him declares the day^
He heard, rejoiced, and died. <.

^' I could wish," he resumed, " if it were God's will, and
not incompatible with my duty to my beloved country, to
press my betrothed to my heart once more. But this must
not be, I am damping the spirits of one upon whom half the
chances of success depends. Do yoa know," he continued,
shaking off the gloom which our recent conversation had
called to his face, and becoming quite like the General Wolfe
ofsome two months back, "do you know what a scrape your
officious zeal is likely to bring you into? We shall,' and
that ere the moon grows old, on the strength of ycir dis-
covery, attempt to scale those heights, hitherto deemed
impregnable, by the very path you recommend. As you
are best acquainted with this path, you will, of course, be
expected togo up first,—be the foremost man of the enfans
perdus, or * k)st children,' I know that your nerves are
not easily shaken, and I will, therefore, tell you that it will
be a very hazardous service,"

I repHed, as one in my situation and with my feelings
might be expected to reply, " that I was a poor boy—bora
of very low parents—very anxious to emerge from the ob-
scurity of my origin, and willing to

v

Set my life on any (honourable) chance,
nd itj'or be rid on't.'

'^To Tnend

He smiled, and taking my hand, kindly asked if there
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was not a woman in the case ; and, upon my cheeks be-coming suffused, declared that he had always suspected it—that he had always remarked that my blows were given
with the hearty good will which belongs to those who are
cutting their wajr to a lady's hand. Much other conver-
sation passed, chiefly by way of question and answer, on
matters relating to the great affair before us. I had the
honour of passing at least two hours at this interview, andmay boast that 1 was more consulted than, perhaps any
other man in the army. Who will say there i7not sich a
thing as predestination ? Look at my life, and sec if fore-
ordination be not written upon every hour of it? I am
halt a Mussulman in the inveteracy of my belief in a doc-
trine which others as fervently deny.

ant' ' iTA,T^ ""? '"'"'^'"^ ^'^^ ^^^ S^"^'-^^' I ^»danomer lift, as the vulgar say : I rece ved a commission
as captain m the light infantry.' The rapidity of my

3

Thorn?''
K*'^ no jealousy among my brother officersff^

I bore my honours very meekly, and contrived, by humiUtvby extreme deference to their opinions in profesS
matters, and by unceasing good-nature, to mate Vhem mywarm friends

;
and friendship sometimes-though not^f^n-overlooks the sudden prosperity of its object.^ I beheve

the httle envy ,t excited, to my being « The Castaway »

CHAPTER VI.

ihl^tr ^^^".
lir^/^^^' ^y *^« historians of the period,

hat ^General Wolfe was far less communicative of his
nten ions before an action than commanders of armiesu ually are." They usually are fond of shifting a part of

^InrTT'^'^^'y ^?''' 1^"'^ «^" ^h«»J^«rs by frequent
councils of war and conferences with their juniors. It ismy opinion that niore battles have been lost, more military
enterprises abandoned, through the uncertainty and vacS-

inZr:^^ K^
^^'^^"^^ *° * ^«^«» "ingenuous" prosand cons, than by rashness and overweening confidence,—

the acting alone and in opposition"-of the commander-
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-chief. I think y lightly of councils of war, nor deem
his martial talents of the first order who frequently resorts
to them, or who,when he does resort to them, is much influ-
enced by them. One writer asserts that General Wolfe
held frequent deliberations with his officers, and that it was
determined at these councils that the principal operations
should be above the town. It may have been so; but it is

admitted by all that « he kept to himself the precise object,"
and made no one acquainted with the particular point at
which the triumph was to be achieved.
On the 3d and 4th of September the camp at Montmo-

rency was broken up ; our troops were conveyed to the
south-east of the river, and made to reoccupy their old
position at Point Levi, and at the westernmost point of the
island of Orleans. On the 5th and 6th, the army, with the
exception of a small force left in each of the encampments,
were put on board the transports, which had passed up
the river three days before, and anchored just above the
town. Fearing the effect upon the troops at this dangerous
season, crowded as they were in the transports, of the ex-
cessive rains and sultry heats, the general caused one-half
of them to be relanded and cantoned on the south bank of
the river, where they continued refreshing and recruiting
themselves till the night of the 12th.

In the mean time Admiral Saunders had not been inac-
tive. The squadron under Admiral Holmes, which had
been stationed abreast of Sillery, made, for several suc-
cessive days, the 7th, 8th, and 9th, movements up the river,
with the hope of drawing the attention of the enemy from
the town, and thereby of preventing all suspicion as to the
general and final movement in contemplation. It was
attempted to impress upon them the belief that our
object was to land and intrench ourselves upon the level
below Sillery and Cape Rouge. The ruse did not suc-
ceed so far as to induce our opponent to throw up
his impregnable position, and follow us with his army

;

but he detached M. de Bougainville, with five companies
of grenadiers, two hundred and thirty cavalry, and a body
of Canadian volunteers and militia,--in the whole fifteen
hundred men,—to follow us and watch our motions. This
stupid man proceeded along the western bank of the river,
while the English army directed its march the same way
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on the eastern bank
;
but not being aware of our relro«r«,l«movement on the night of the 12th nth hlf^^°^

aelf on the day of battle so far fmm ,hl '« l/^""^ t'"!-
it was fought.tL hisservi's tr^Cfo'th^^^^^^^^^^
for that time and campaign ^

diate commnnd of Admiral SaunHp,^!h u ,^*
'"1™^"

M if it were intended tornew7he,tta?kuilnTK''V '^"k'

ofthe§.sto/juiyj:tr'„t"h^„reiS'r=itrof"A"«
leans, opposite Montmorency, and "s near tL'p^lh

.

eampments as the sandbanks wouH permrttK „Tproach. A better-imagined feint was Jrhill' °P"
practice; or, being p'S in pmSKefeKId'' "tk^

plan of attaching him n h '£ '^^Ch ^ most feasible,

with singular pirtinackv Pv»n ^^ *°g,»o ""s idea

up our im^ncLems "Lh-^Lt oT tW rn'""'l'°H"
drawn the last soldier and theTa,t r ''f/f"'' °"u^

"""^
still supposed it a stratagem to dTstracth^ T !''""' ''^

weaken him at the pofntTwhere ™" t. b
""™ *?<*

made. Hence the iSadeourv of n„ ^^"K'Tf, "> ^
.achmen, to any other^'j^rVan^htt rfX;;' tn"These dispositions be ng completed below .hi ,„?l
greater part of our troops wereembaAeH 1„K°"'5' S'

At one":£ :: tt'Sot'ifonhe"' thte™
""' '."7

.he American gi^ad!^^a»^£rof^rS^^^^^

<a^mii
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landers, the Avholc commanded by Brigadier-generals

Monckton and Murray, were put into flat-lwttomcd boats,

and ordered to fall silently down the river. A movement
made at the same moment, and for the purpose of decep-

tion,by Admiral Holmesjwith the ships under his command,
up the river, attracted the attention of the French sentinels,

and the important flotilla passed unobserved by them. In a

very short time the fleet tacked about, and followed the

army, for the purpose of covering its debarkation.

It has been remarked before that the current of the St.

Lawrence is one of the most hurried and impetuous river-

currents known. Three, in some places lour miles an
hour is the usual rate of its velocity. There had recently

been a succession of very heavy rains, which had swollen

it so, and given so much rapidity to it, that the first division

of boats, though sensible that they were at the point where
the landing was to be made, were compelled to give way,
or be crushed by those which came drifting down upon
chem. Thus they were carried near a quarter of a mile

bclcw the intended place of debarkation. Tlie fleet under
Admiral Holmes arrived, at the concerted point of time,

to cover their landing. It was determined that, since the

boats had fallen so much below the centre of the cove,

they could not well be rowed or warped back, that the

eastern side of the " bend" should become the place of

landing.

The debarkation of the troops commenced about half-

past three in the morning. As fast as they landed they

esaoyed the narrow path up the declivity. There was a

small stream, or rivulet, which fell over this abrupt preci-

pice ; the path lay nearly " with it." We found that the

idea I had formed of it, and my consequent description to

the general, though based on a very brief inspection by
moonlight, was true in all its details.

The light infantry, commanded by Colonel Howe, was
the first to attempt the path. As I had anticipated and

wished, I was the foremost man of the foremost file. The
grenadiers came struggling after, pulling themselves along

by the boughs and stumps of trees, in their haste some-

times grasping at fancied helps—decayed stumps, and rot-

ten boughs, or stones but slightly imbedded in the earth,

V
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Mrhich, protiiig treacherous supports, often sent thpm «

merly been con, .n!^ 1
*"''"'' ?"PP'«'I "'"t " had for-

my individua safety thp lif»i*> ^r*l •

^^^^^: happily for

ually Hid show i-Sfwt:r tvlj ™fi,ret^^^^ TP^'

and dislodged The au„d „L hL hT^™?'' ,"« ""'"'^''ed

enable us to boas?of a ;irto„ f^i;r1h P'^f ™""?'' '"

forlorn hope, its doi.oh.T, loT ""'^"'e glory of the

the loss ofonfman "kafj .nH' ""yf
"^-""^ limited to

making f„„r"p:isrrs 11- ghtrtirnrin";,'"
"^

capturinff, a refractorv r«na^r ^ maiming, m the re-

himself amongst thrS-ir::''''' Y'"^ '^P"««''
tempted to runaway and thM.»h,

'''*'=™""'<1 ""^e and at-

to take a share in the bnSLL VI *^^ ^'""^ ^^'^^ was
of battle upon the plains N^ ^

^^'u^^'^
^«« '« «rder

ing of the same numCof IT' ^J^^^'' ^^ *^« J^"^.

cumstances accompHshed in «n ""ut'
'""'^ ^'ffi'^"'* <^i«-

Brigadier MurrTwa^3 now 1?« i! ^ -^'P^^^ «^ ^'"^e.

Vol. 11.-6^ '
"^"^ "^^^^^^^^ ^^th Anstruther's to



62 HAVERHILL.

i1

'V

li

attack a battery of four guns upon our left, which was
deemed capable of annoying us in the event of our deploy-

ing in that direction ; but the beams of the morning sun re-

vealing to us the French army in full march for the St.

Charles, or already across that river, he was recalled from

that service to carry the troops he commanded to the part

of the field they were to occupy in the day's operations.

When the debarkation of the army had been effected,

and the victory—in imagination—achieved, for it did not

enter into our conception of possible things that the French
could beat us in the open field, and with the fair play which
would now be afforded us, the general sent for me to his

tent. I found him the slave of joy. He was in complete

ecstacy, rubbing his hands violently, as was his custom
when very much pleased with any person or occurrence

—when a military object of importance had been secured,

or, to use his own phrase, a victory half gained. 1 knew
before there was such a thing as sickness of the mind, but

till now I had never supposed that it could impart to the

countenance the appearance of being only physical disease.

His eye had recovered all its wonted fire and brilliance, his

step had all its former sprightliness and elasticity, and the

good-natured smile was upon his lip again. But the

change had been wondrous, and beyond my power to

depict fully.

" So far, my brave young friend, every thing has gone
right with us since our landing upon these heights," said

he, holding out his hand. " Daylight has returned"

—

" I perceive it has—to your excellency's face, a most
radiant daylight."

" Who would not feel gloom to be situated as we were
three days since, and who would not shake it off and be
joyful, under circumstances like the present ? And now
let me remark that we have found every thing just as you
said we should ; so far every thing has tallied with your
descriptions, every thing verified your predictions. What
does not the country—what do I not owe you? for it was you
who revealed to us the path to victory. You smile, but I

consider the victory as much ours as if we were at this mo-
ment * bagging our birds.' Do you think that five thousand

Britons cannot beat twice that number of Frenchmen ?"
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nhJ ^^^noV^n^'l'ng at that, sir, but at the apparentchange which has taken place in the feelings of m?^general The other day your excellency was so mSJndiolJand dispinted that I half dared to think-let me notTffend

flu e you was never more gay and blithe."
^

Very true. I said then, you know that T har^ « r^r«
sentiment of approaching de^th. I^^^ what wi^u^^^^^^ofmy present levity, when I tell you that the p^e entS
IS, at this moment, stronger than ever? W^afwl voasay when I tell you that I am firm in the beliefkrt I shnHyied up my breath to him that gave it in the arms o[victory, before the sun sets '/"

*^™^ °*^

beenSr ohZ:r"""''",''"°"'=™'«i°"^-*ereha.

nor beatified spifit des^ndeT fmmThe ^.'.tro hr"''?'convey to me forewarning orintSon N^ '* '°

naturd Wil|.wi.h.a.wisp1,:saTe S^otrTndT'f

of his army were crossing the St. Charles.*
'

nn= TT"u"^ •
excellent !" exclaimed the general " Brit

F mty oTi ^ittl"
'''

i^^"^
^^^- P-^Monsieur

]

be m~that our positions cannot be changed for the bet^r

ascir/JhSlgS rJatTtt i"f
his opponents had landed and

the thing impossSe' Even I fen he heldZh" "f T'"^ ^«''^^'"ff
being shown the position of our tro^l ^"f'"?* «" desperate, that^
ils ne doivent pas'^fitre " Forced to oak hir''^; "^u"''

^' ^'' ^'''^ "^
"S'ilfaut donUonabattreje vLs es'^c a^^^^^^

^' '^^^

I

;*,"Vea8...«
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—and that the Upper and Lower Town may now be
simultaneously attacked. He has the comfortable reflec-

tion t' at nothing but a battle can save him, and he does
not feel absolutely sure that even that will—a doubt in

which I concur. He must, however, put his fortunes upon
the venture. In half an hour we shall see him forming

on the plains opposite to us. He is very late with his

movements to our front, but the cause is apparent. He be-

lieved it a feint to induce him to abandon that strong post,

which has been, as he knows, the object of all the real

attempts we have made since the beginning of the cam-
paign. But we have no time for words. Captain Haver-
hill, I wish to keep you near me—you will act to-day in

the capacity of extraordinary aid-de-camp. Who knows,"
and he good-humouredly patted me on the shoulder, " who
knows but that your ' guesses,' and * calculations,' and
* reckonings' may assist even the soldier who has seen

LafeldtandMinden?"
The Plains of Abraham, upon which we now stood, from

the magnitude of the events which took place upon them,

and their connexion with one of the brightest pages of

British history, deserve a particular description. They
were in breadth rather more than a quarter of a mile, and
extended a considerable distance to the west, with a gentle

slope on each side, so that they were rather a valley than

plains. Throughout theentire space occupied bythemthere
was nothing to impede the progress of troops across except

a few groves of trees— otherwise they were as smooth as

an inland sea— green, level, and offering an admirable field

for the manceuvring and display of troops upon them. To
enter them from the town you passed out at the gate of

St. Louis, and, after travelling west for the distance of

about sixty rods, came to four martello towers, erected on
the heights which overlooked them. They ran in a line

with each other, from the before-mentioned elevation, to

where the mountain subsides into the valley beyond the

suburb of St. John.

Our order of battle was this. The regiments of Bragg
and Otway formed the right, which was covered by the

Louisbourg grenadiers, who were disposed in a line ex-

tending to the river. It was commanded by Brigadier

I

f

W i
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n^H f h H • J^A ^^^*
T'''*^^ «^ Anstruther's regimentand the Highlanders, and was under the orders ofBrlSierMurray The centre was composed of Kennedy's^ regl^ment and Lascelles's, or the 74th: The light infant^ undirColonel Howe protected the rear and left, and Webblregiment was drawn up in eight subdivisions, with large in!ervals behind the r^ht for a reserve. To the exfreme

left Brigadier Townshend was posted with part of 'he lightnfantry, and tvvo battalions of Royal Ainericans--and forthe purpose of meeting any attempt to outflank us w thAmherst's, which was drawn up en potence, as milha^

The several positions of the French army were theseTheir right was composed of the regiments of La Sarre andLanguedoca portion of the troops"of the coWthrbur^-

Xns "^Th"'
'"'/'^ "^t ^^ '"^ g^«d fcends t&Indians. Their centre was formed by the battalions ofEe^^rne and Guienne, with twelve hundred militia Theirleft cons^ted of the remainder of the troops of h^ colonyand the battalion of Royal Rousillion. Brigadier deSene'

ryXSarTo '
'''i?"'^ '

'^', "Sht wi conlndedDy Brigadier St. Ours. Montca m's own oost was at thn*
part of the field where the battalion La Sarre waTs at oned-a little to the left of Lascelles's Highlanders

"'"*

1 he dispositions on both sides were judicious- bothevinced the great talents of the respectivrcoZandei
and were worthy of two who have justly been con^iderpdamong the best soldiers in Europe,

considered

The battle was commenced on both sides with soirit •

"ctfr die' 'Tt "'"r*' ^"r1^ determiralt bevictors or die. It was begun by the Canadians and Indians posted m the woods in their front. The e-the besimarksmen m their army, and particularly selected for theirexperience with the musket and rifle, kept up for sometime a galling though irregular fire, upon our whole hneOur brave fellows bore it all with the utmosTnatlenrp'
firmness, and good order. They had been directed to r?serve their fire for the mnin body of the enemy! who wel'now advancing upon us at quick step, and vdfo wereTermuted to approach as nearls eight iSjs without ^urYaw:

6*
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ing a single trigger. When they were at that distance
our troops delivered their fire along the whole of our
Mne, which took effect along the whole extent of theirs, and
literally mowed them down by hundreds. They gave way,
were rallied,and led on again,to be met by the same destruc-
tive fire, and to be finally driven back on the rear division.

I was standing, at this precise momentof time, within four
feet of the general. 1 shall never forget his look. He was
surveying the enemy with a countenance radiant and joyful
beyond description. Once or twice I caught his eye, and
then he gave me one of those familiar nods, as much as to
say, " do you see that ?" He was wounded then in the
wrist, but had wrapped it up with a handkerchief, and it

passed unobserved,
" Now, now is the minute," he exclaimed, as the enemy

gave way along the whole line, and he issued his orders
for the troops to advance, and charge them with their bay-
onets. The order was promptly obeyed. At the mo-
ment of making the charge a ball struck him in the head,
inflicting a dangerous though not mortal wound. He paid
no attention to it, but continued to animate his troops.
" Haverhill, Ligonier,** said he, in a low voice, addressing
the two who were nearest to him, " I am wounded, badly
wounded—iiie last time—on the head, but say nothing
about it. On, my brave fellows," he continued, addressing
the troops, " on, and the day is our own. Remember our
glory at Louisbourg, remember our defeat at Montmo-
rency. See, they waver—they fly—advance my men, and
the victory is ours." At the same moment he whispered
me—'^ be near at hand to support me, for I am growing
very weak."

We continued to advance with the troops. The wounds
he had received did not seem in the least to abate his

mental energies. His eye retained all its wonted fire, and
his manner the coolness and composure which he pos-

sessed in a more remarkable degree than any man I ever
saw, whose passions, at the same time, were lively and
impetuous. 1 could perceive that his hurts were very severe,

and as he occasionally caught my arm, or leaned upon my
shoulder, it was evident from the growing burden he im-

posed upon me, that hig weakness was momently increasing,

'IM
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and that he must soon be content to be carried out of the

ci every part ot the held. See, the erenadiers »rB nl>J„toely achieving impossibilities. HurrfZ my ladTorv™,'

flint wlk J ,°'^«»' my attent on from the con.

him fromTa" iig to the Zund 'a' I" ^'^^f«
«» Preven.

Z:^^T^^ e^esWef4 whTrtltat: Sf^

* This stone has been removed or sunk T ^^ ,. i

Indeed, aJl the traces of that fflorious vir»rrr7J T* ''""'^ '^^^°^-
BOW glorious victory have been effaced, and

'

"or hi^'^K "//•^^^»"ff on the mounds
Ol him who felt the Dardan's arrow."
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the best medium of prayer and supplication to the Supreme

Being. We bore the dying hero to this rock ; and, wrap-

ping around him the flag of the regiment of Guienne, which

twenty minutes before had been flying over the now pros-

trate enemy, we laid him down upon it. I placed myself

behind him upon one side, and Ligonier did the same on

the other.
" Turn me towards the enemy," said he, in a low voice.

" My head—lay my head on your bosom. I am going,

my friend—my presentiments were right—three wounds,

the last only mortal—the days of Wolfe are near ended."

" But may we not hope, sir, that this last wound is not

mortal?"
" It is mortal—ten minutes more will finish my earthly

career, and send my soul to its last account. But I shall

die—as I wished to die—in Ihe arms of victory. I shall

sleep—envied mortal !—on a field—of glory."

He paused a moment from exhaustion, and then, with a

strong eflforr renewed his speech.

" Friend—thank you for the patience you show—few
would show so much. Would you go ? go then."

I answered tl. it " I was well pleased to forego any pur-

pose or gratification, so that I could soothe or cherish him."

" I know it, and thank you. Young man—there is in

my bosom a portrait—you have seen it before—the por-

trait of my beloved—let me look at it once more. And, in

my pocket, you will find a letter—addressed to my dearest.

When I am dead forward them—to the—same gentle

being. But, how is this ?" and he half raised himself by the

energy of the action, " shall Wolfe bestow a thought even

on the adored of his soul, when tne greatest object that can

interest a mortal, the welfare of his beloved country, is at

stake? Shame on me 1 Raise me that I may look on the

field of battle."

We raised him a little.

" Turn me so that I may see the enemy," said he, with

the energy that sometimes returns to the dying for a mo-

ment ere the breath quits them for ever.

" You are already turned, sir, with your face to the ene-

my. The remnant of the battalion of Royal Rousillion is

directly in front of us."

.J.f

*• '^^maMxe^lJ.
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"^j^^r' ' *?"1*'* ^^® *''^™- And is it so? Have I thenlooked for the last time on the glorious field of strife ?

if:lldTviS;?'^^
''' '^^""- ^'"^y --try floalS;

His head sunk upon my shoulder, and he remained for a

• i>eath has indeed cast a veil over my eves "
said hewith increasing fa ntnes*? « N„t k..* -/u ^ '
, • .

®*

soul. How f?re^urTends^ '' ^^' ""* P'^^'^^ ""^

"They are rather hidden from my view sir
"

stonh'n'rfMl '^~^ ^'^""'"^
'
^'"^ N^^e'rhili, mount thestone and tell me how goes the battle."

1 did as I was bidden.

;;

The enemy seem broken, sir," said I.

" telfr, br'o"' '"' ' """^ ^"^^^^—
d h- ^-e ;

" His left—"

^:^^mSm Jhtk^i''^*''-*'"
'^y^' Rousilli„„_.hey

thr^d^am^jt^iS.t'?.
^"»"''' '' '^ " "-'I «Sh., bu.

Lc^lf-oLV-forri^il ^'"','^''^' '^ Murray doing?

They fly, do they ?"

"It^on that side of the field a total rout."

1 «im sorry to say not so dec sivelv as at fir«t Th«

^
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The intelligence seemed to give him a new though

painful motive for existence, as well as to impart tenacity

to the threads of life. I verily believe, though I am not

physiologist enough to tell how it could produce such an

effect, that his life was lengthened at least five minutes by

tlie momentary disorder of our troops.

" The Royal Rousi'llon are making a stand against the

Louisbourgs, " said I ;
" but Brigadier Monckton is carry-

ing up a portion of Webb's, and all will be well."

" How near are we to the place of combat ? Can you
Bee distinctly what is passing ?"

" We are not more than twenty rods from it, sir ; the

objects are the same to my eyes as if I stood among
them."

" And now ?"

" Thr French are overpowered—they yield, they fly !

—

Good God, what a misfortune !"

"What?"
" General Monckton has fallen."

" Ah, poor Monckton ! He must die very soon—or I

shall be—in the other world before him. And do—our

troops—waver?"
" No, sir ; they rush on like tigers to avenge his fall.

Right—centre—left—everywhere ^ enemy flies. It is

one of the most complete and total rpats I ever hea'd of.

There is not in their whole line—throughout their host, as

far as I can see,—and my vision embraces every import-

ant point of the field of action,—a single Frenchman who
at this moment offers resistance."

" Then I am—satisfied ; I die contented."

His head fell upon Ligonier's bosom, and he expired

without a struggle.

Such were the closing moments of James Wolfe, lie

died as he had lived, with the name of his beloved country

on his lips ; her glory and welfare the first—last—all en-

grossing thought of his mind. He had an affectionate, a

widowed mother : he was betrothed to a lovely, amiable,

and accomplished girl ; but these were private affections

;

they were not those which in his opinion should engrt^the

last moments of a soldier ; and he dismissed them froB||^

mind, to concentrate every thought, wish, hope, renjtWl'
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-^s cS?;:''"'
"""' "" """^ ^^'"^ "•»*«'. mistr«s.

Great Britain can produce a long muster-roll of het«es—ofmen who liave displayed great abilitieq in .h» fi.u J
achieved imp<,rtant vicLL,^byS bySi b^

"fniuT"' who f"']^^ """"J'''" butthesra^TnotX-

nms, such as that possessed by Genera Wohl^lilK?

, Ho^wSrL'iUwhte'fserS'ht'if'^' "'""^
i Heaven^alono knows He wtv^ni- ^t" T"^*

third year only and (Wm^^ young-m his thirty.

gorier, the b^eJt^Zmd^n^hl: «^^'^"^'
I'""'

">«

s;Lrdro4:i?^^^^^

him by one of his officeru'/erdays t£".he'^t '"rBoileau's eulogistic lines uponLouirxiV
'"'^

tigae and di.appointn,ent had brL„l,T£„ i? . '',"°«'«'» "Wch Bi.

. .i.«.« which .nu.. h.„ ulen WM Iff?„\°*o,urI';
"" "'"" °^

<^
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" Rien ne peut arr^ter aa vigilante audace :

L'ete n'a point de feux, I'hiver n'a point de glace."*

What more can a soldier wish than to acquire the bril-

liant reputation which shall cause him, at the a^e of thirty-

two, to be placed at the head of an army, to die, while so

elevated, in the lap of victory, and to have a whole nation

for chief mourners. !f !i»' •'^d higher aspirations—^^if he

had other motives ti^ar, i ;
?'

';, m embracing military life, it

is scarcely possible that tiiey could have been worthy ones.

To die for one's country is, next after his redemption, the

greatest boon which heaven can grant to a mortal. It is

the fate which should be sought by all who are emulous of

true glory, and who wish their names to be wafted to future

Bges in the breath of song.

It did not occur to me, when I was compiling the brief

account of the life and services of this eminent man, to

remark that few have been less indebted to favour than he.

It has been seen that his father was not a man of wealth

or influence. It was well remarked,in the House of Com-

mons, upon Pitt's motion for an address to his majesty for

a monument to the memory of Jthe general in Westminster

Abbey, that, in his appointment to the command of that

expedition, there had been " no parliamentary interests, no

family connexions, no aristocratical views consulted ;" he

owed his appointment solely to his merit.f

I have seen the house in which he was born, the cemetery

in which his ashes repose, the cenotaph erected to his

memory. The first is a plain unpretending structure of

red brick,situated on the western side of a gentle eminence,

on the road leading out of Westerham. He was born in

the chamber which looks out on the park-lawn and upon

a beautiful range of hills in the eastern horizon. The pro-

prietor permitted me to enter this apartment, and enjoy, for

a brief space, the exquisite yet mournful feelings prompted

by my affection and by the recollection that I stood on

• " Nothing can arrest his daring vigilance. For hira the summer

has no heat, the winter has no ice."

t Walpole says that Pitt's harangue upon the occasion was, per-

haps, the worst he ever uttered. " His eloquence," says Walpolt,

" was too native not to suffer by being crowded into a ready-prepared

mould. Lord North did better."
* At I

Westerhai

Vol.;

ml
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him the summer

hallowed ground. There was a print of his last gloriou.
action hanging in the apartment, less to be valued, howlever for any skill displayed by the artist than for theartec-
tionate remembrance it excited.

I learned that Colonel Wolfe did not remain in K.ishouse long after the birth of his son, but removed in a ibwweeks to another about thirty rods further east, and in thecentre of the valley. The precise period when he le tWesterham to reside at Blackheath Vemains another man unimportant blank in our chronicle of family events
J know ot but two monuments erected to his memory •

one in Westminster Abbey, the other in wSam'church. The last is a tablet which, after makin. Thedoubtful statement about his birth before referred tS andaccurately giving the date of his death, has the tbl owinhnes, which arc copied verharnn ;— ^

'

y^'V'^' <^f
ORGE, in sorrow, bows His laurell'd HeadAnd bids the Artist yraco the Soldier dead

;

Wo rai«o no «culptur'd Tropfiy to thy name,
BravG Youth ! the fairest in the li«t of Fam;.
Jroud of thy Birth, we boast th' auspicious year •

S ruck with thy Fall, we shed a general toarf '

A.\ith humble grief inscribe one artless stoneAnd irom thy matchless honours date our own."

The inscription concludes witli the words-, decus iNOSTiiuM, in letters of white marble, inlaid in a erou^'l o'black marble. Lord Hillsborough then residiiril theneighbourhood * deeniing the eifo^rt insufficient "o^ehe opinion entertained by the public of its object, ofibrcd
if they would permit him to remove it, to substitute an el<g^nt monument in its place,-and, as aVurtherSeL^^^^^
to pave the church with white marble ; but one of the na-
rishioners, whose ancestor had a slab in the floor refufedto albw

1 to be removed and the design was aSndo odGeneral Wolfe was to have been mfrried,on hisretrnfrom Canada, to a most amiable and accompLed 1^"
Catherine, daughter of Robert Lowther, Esq., of Wei'
moreIand,formerlygovernororBarbadoes;and\istertoSir

Westtrham""^"^'
^'' ^*"°""'' '•"^^^"^''' ^^"'"t four mile, from

Vol. li.—

7
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James Lowthcr.* Six years after tlie death of Wolfe, Miss

I^wtlier married the Duke of BollDn.f It has been men-
tioned as a ainguhir circumstance that, in more than two
hundred letters written by General Wolfe to his parents,

at*various times, being all he ever wrote them, her name
never once occurs.

Of the various portraits which have been supposed to

hand down his resemblance to us, one alone is known to

be genuine—one only, as far as I know, was taken from
the life, the others were made up from recollection of his

features. lie could not have been at the time this was
taken more than sixteen years of age, for he is drawn with

a wig which it is known went out of fashion about 1742.

This portrait, which, by the fault or purpose of the artist,

has the red hair peeping out from under the wig, passed,

with the possession of all the letters ever addressed by

him to his family, to his personal friend General Ward.J

: 'iJ

%^M

mi ^

I

I

CHAPTER VII.

My story is connected rather with the fortunes of an

individual than with the campaign of the troops he com-

manded. Were it not, little more could be said in rela-

tion to the battle of Quebec, or as it has been popularly

called, " The Battle of the Plains of Abraham." Briga-

dier Townshend, upon whom the command devolved after

the death of General Wolfe, and the inability of Brigadier

Monckton, from his dangerous but, happily, not mortal

wound, to keep the field, terminated the battle in a manner

worthy of one who had served with honour at Dettingen,

Fontenoy, Lafeldt, and CuUoden. The fall of the com-

* Afterward Earl of Lonsdale.

t Lord Harry Paulet, the " Captain Whiffle" of Roderic Random.

He had, but a few monthii before his marriage, saccoedod his brother

Charles. Smollet has painted him in no very glowing colouri in that

novel. With him the dukedom of Bolton became extinct. Th«

dtttchesa died in 1809.

X See note on page 179, Vol. I.
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mtmler.in.chief created some confusion in that part of the
held where it was first known, but it was «oon by prooernnd ju(hcious exertions removed, the advantages which hadbeen gained were pushed to their utmost extent, and in anhours time we saw ourselves masters of every inch of
the field of battle, and m a condition to complete the invest-mcnt of the town. ^

Montcalm fell about the same moment of time as WolfeTo the last moment of his life he sustained the high repu-
tntion he had acquired m the field of European warfare.While his opponents lameijted that a man so brave and
talented should have permitted, authorized, or ordered the
repeated massacres which took place during his militarycommand in he Canadns, they justly gave hhn credit forhaving made the most perfect dispositions that humanprudence could stiggest both before and during the battle."Ihc sutlcring his opponent to take advantage of the path-way up tb.e precipice was an oversight ; but when the na-
ural impediments to the pass are viewed in connexion wkh
he Cham of events which had previously taken place, it willbe seen that they were such as only a Wolfe would live
attempted to surmount, and.therefbre.a Montcalm may wellbe forgiven for overlooking. He was conveyed from the
field to the convent of the Nuns of St. Augustine, ab^ut amile from the town. With the generous ?.are fo'r his sol
dicrs which had so endeared him to them, he wrote from
his place a letter to General Townsheml recommenrg
the prisoners to the generous humanity which distin-

th^taule!'
'" "' ^'^"^ ^"^ ^"'^ '^^y^^'

His remains lie in the saloon .in the north side of the

HnJn-t 1 ;'n
«.^^"P'^«/"? Of the wings of the General

Hospital at Quebec. At the solicitation"of the Academy
of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres at Paris, the Englishgovernment permitted, in 1761, a monument beariShe
following inscription, to be erected to his memory.^ His

7X7t Tf"^^PP^'XP"' ^^''^ ^» •*
'
«nd, except that he

t rnlf-
•''^^' '"^

•
^
*^f

^""^^^*« humanity/," and that
It contains an insinuation that the army opposed to him

7rZ fnTr ?v.
"""'^'" *^ ^'' °^"' t^^^« i« f«r more

truth m It than there is m monumental legends generally.

. i

f- tm
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Here lieth,

In either hemisphere to live for ever,

Louis Joseph de IMontcahn Gozon,
Marquis of St. Veran, Baron of Gabrlac,

Commandatory of the Order of St. Louis,

Lieutenant-general of the armiesof France
;

Not less an excellent citizen than soldier,

Who knew no desire but that of true glory.

Happy in a natural genius improved by literature,

Having gone through the several steps of military honours
With uninterrupted Instre,

Skilled in every branch of military science,

The juncture of times, and the crisis of dangers,

In Italy, in Bohemia, in Germany.
An indefatigable general

;

He so discharged his important trusts,

That he seemed always equal to still greater.

At length grown bright with perils.

Sent to secure the province of Canada
With a handful of men.

He more than once repulsed the enemy's forces,

And made himselfmaster of their forts.

Replete with troops and ammunition.
Inured to cold, hunger, watchings, and labour,

Unmindful of himself.

He had no sencation but for his soldiers.

An enemy with the fiercest impetuosity,

A victor with the tendorest humanity.
Adverse fortune he compensated with valour,

The want of strength with skill and activity ;

And with his counsel and support.
For four years, protracted the impending fate of the colony.

Having, by various artifices,

Long baffled a great army.
Headed by an expert and intrepid conamander,
And a fleet furnished with all warlike stores :

Compelled, at length, to an engagement,
He fell in the first rank, in i*he first onset,

With those hopes of religion which he had always cherished,
To the inexpressible loss of his own army,
And not without the regret of the enemy.

XIV. September, A.D. jidcclix., of his age xlviii.

His weeping countrymen
Deposited the remains of their excellent general

In a grave
Which a fallen bomb, in bursting, had excavated for him,

Recommending them to the generous faith «f their enemies,

I hold it to be the duty of an author to account for

every person of whom he has, at any time, made a promi-
nent display. It will be remembered that gome pages
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Batbrrill. n
back, I commenced a story of what would be called bv
noTehsts,—the romantic "loves" of a young man, by the
name oj Borlase, and a little Huron girl whom he had pro-
tected from insult, and with whom he had afterward con-
tracted a "Canada marriage." I am now able to bring
that story to a conclusion.

*
Borlase belonged to Amherst's battalion, which was sta-

tioned on the left. In the attempt, near the close of the
action to repel a body of Indians and Canadians, who
wished to possess themselves of a wooded eminence a
little in advance of our line, he received a wound in the
thigh and at the same moment, a blow upon the head from
an Indian war-club deprived him of his senses. He was
placed, at this moment, in a situation of imminent peril.
1 he savages were advancing to take his scalp, our troops
could not—perhaps the stakewas not thought worth pluyincor—afford him assistance, and, by some chance, I neverknew what, his little Indian giJl was separated from
him. Ihe savages were within tweiitv paces of him ad-vancmg with uplifted war-axes, when a'terrific scream'was
heard m the interval between the two lines of troops
formed enpotence. Another and another succeeded, and
Tatoka, utterly regardless of the balls which were flying
thick as nailstones around her, her hair flying loosely in the
wind, her teeth set and clenched, and her chlek livid as the
dead, was seen flying to save hin, or share hi.s fate. She
held m her hand the characteristic war-axe. With onearm encircling his waist, with the other she brandished
her weapon in his defence. A warrior approached to ex-
act the usual bloody tribute, and received .,ue axe to itshead m his shoulder.

''You shall only take him from me when I have ceased
to breathe," sa.d she. *' The bear defends her young, the
hen-dove would do battle on him who would harm hermate, and so will Tatoka on the enemy of her lover'
fepare him, fathers ! warriors ! spare the beloved of the
Antelope I spare my beautiful Yengeese boy I"

" He IS doomed to die," said an aged savage, as they
bore^him back into their own camp. ''Maiden, who art

"A Huron,"

7*

/ 1
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"The Kiirons are men," replied the chief, who was
himself a Huron, and he relapsed into the stern and cha-

racteristic silence common to them. Another came for-

ward—it WJ'J her father. "Why," demanded he, "dost

thou wish to save this pale-faced foe of our race ? The
hands of the Yengeese are red with Huron blood, and yet

the daugliter of the red man says to men of her own
colour, 'spare him.'"

" She does—spare him ! spare him !"

" Does the carcajou spare the elk ?"

" He sucks his blood."
" Even so will the Hurons suck the blood of this Yen-

geese boy."
*' Then will the Huron girl go to the happy Hunting

Grounds, beyond the River of Souls. She knows how
to die."

" Why shouklst thou wish him spared ?"

" He is my husband ?"

*' Hast thou married him ?"

" Ay. We married. He said that he loved me best of

any, and I became his own Tatoka. We married each
other, tlie moon, and the stars, and the trees, and the

waters, know we did—they saw us married."
" This is not marriage among the Pale-Faces—maiden

of ihe Hurons : it wants the man in black and the foolish

words. This Yengeese .boy, after a few moons, will cast

thee oft is a doer casts off her young when the season
the weaning has come."

" This Yengeese boy will never cast off Tatoka. He
loves her."

" Then let him declare it, and the father of Tatoka will

say to him, * Let us bury what is past in a deep pit, which
has a strong stream running under it to wash away all evi\

from our remembrance.' He will say to the Pale-Face,
* Let us plant a tree whose top ihall reach the warm sun.

and whose branches shall spread so wide that many people
shall repose in its shade. Its trunk shall be girded with a

bright covenant chain, and the Pale-Face shall take one end
in his hand, and the father of the Antelope will lay fast hold

of the other.' I have spoken."

The beautiful little Indian girl looked tenderly and

•^..:rr_
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imploringly in the face of her lover, to see how he wouldmeet the proposal of her father. He had recovered from

"It does but hasten the resolve which I have lon» sinceformed" sa.d he. "Nor must the performing know beattributed to fear of death. I have long said to Zself
that If I survived this war I would repair my injusticTand
at least, endeavour to reward the akction whicffi^
nocent and confiding creature has shown forme Huron"
J accept your offer."

Huron,

" Yah!" exclaimed the Huron.
Two days after they were married by a Catholic cler-

KT'^ J"^«^q"^»t^y ^e served with some ecla undo;Genera Murray
;
and when hostilities were terminatedby the treaty of Paris, having attained the ranHf rlntain, he settled on the borderl of Lake Erie, upon a tract"of knd given him by the "Great Snake/' as ^ LrriTge

Some time afterward, I visited this pair at their smiir
quarters at " Wolfsville." They had then been marriedten years, and she had borne him six children Unlkemost soldiers turned farmers, who generally are very ileand improvident, he had been very industrious; and thewilderness under his excellent management, had become agarden. His wife was as beautifufas ever; butS awhimsical being, I am sure, never lived before or fnceIn all, save affection for her husband and children, whichnever varied for a moment, nor under any circumsTance
ceased to be the leading motive of her conduct, she vvas acreature of capnce-good-natured caprice, and acted f^mimpulses as unregulated as those of the wind Fr?quently she gave the son of nine the girl's bonnet, "be-cause he looked best m it;" and the boy's hat, from the samereason, was bestowed upon the little daughter of sev^The same whim frequently put the petticoats upon littfeWilliam and the breeches upon Adeline. Her taste i^the choice and display of her own ornaments and dr'esswas equally as strange and preposterous. The secondmornmg after my arrival, I heard noises in thrprincS
apartment some time before sunri.e-it was madam,u|J

J
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W I

by candlelight, and to use the sailor's phrase, rigging out

for a grand display. She appeared at the breakfast table

in a dress cap and silk gown, of the newest fashion at

Quebec, a beautiful lace handkerchief, an/cZeto, bracelets,

and a collar of wampum, or Indian beads I but without

shoes or stockings. When the husband came in, he could

not refrain from bursting into a loud fit of laughter. In-

dians are extremely sensitive to ridicule, and her tears

gushed out like a shower of rain. She was not offended,

but grieved.
" Now I have broken its little heart," said the husband,

playfully, but in accents of the deepest tenderness.

" Mary Anne, my dearest, dry your tears. You know I

have never ceased to think you beautiful—beautiful as the

sun, and I never saw you morcJ so than you are this

morning ; but you have forgotten what I have often told

you, my dearest, thpt, with the people of the countries

where this gentleman and I were born, it is the custom for

ladies to put their little feet into shoes and stockings."

She rose, and with an imploring look, which I under-

stood to be, and actually was, a request that we should not

laugh at her while she was gone, left the room. When
she was out of hearing, my friend spoke of her with much
animation and feeling. " Her unbounded love for me ba-

lances, at least in my eyes, a thousand such little violations

of decorum as that you have witnessed this morning," said

he. " You knew before that she saved my life at the

battle of Quebec ; but you was not aware, 1 think, that it

has twice since been preserved by her at the greatest risk

of her own. She saved me from drowning, when I was

spearing a.^h upon the ice on the lake ; and she afterward,

at the expense of a broken arm, threw herself between

me and a ferocious bear, when, by my carelessness, I

myself had been caught in the traj^ I set for him. The
whole ten years of our union have been a record of une-

qualled affection and constancy—of kind services ren-

dered, of natural habits overcome, and natural tastes sup-

pressed in obedience to mine. She is guileless as an

mfant, and in many things quite as simple. The few

whims and caprices which she has not wholly suppressed,

and which relate principally to matters of dress, sit so well
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on her, that they have almost come to pass for beauties
with me

;
and, as I learned before I was fifteen thatwomen were creatures of whim and phantasy, I am de-

hgh cd find that my partner's share of those qualities ishmUedto what can never seriously affect my peace of

His eulogistic apology for his wife was interrupted by her
entrance, all radiant with smiles, and confident,-lnow that
she had put on shoes and stockings, the former blue mo-
rocco, and the latter silk, striped red and white.-that she
should be irresistibly charming in the eyes of both her

hPr hnd ^
^' ^'T^' 'J?''^

^'^' ^ f^^ compliments, and
her husband kissed her affectionately ;-between us wesucceeded in making her assured and happy

troon? "^T?
^^^^ the battle, Quebec surrendered to ourtroops. 1 he capitulation was signed on the 18th of Seo-tember, and on the 19th we took possession. Had hehved to enjoy the victory whose was the glory of achiev-mg it, the acquisition would have been thought, by thearmy, deserving of the liveliest demonstrations of o/and

sa isfaction
;
none of which were now permitted to be

r?h; «J 5
'""p ''^- •^^•' '""^"^ ^^'"^ ^^«^ heard instead

a f^mllvTl »f
^'^Jr'^Si.apd the army more resembled

a family wlio have lost a father than men who have iustachieved a splendid victor}'.
•'

2y! at&S" ^^^ ^-^^"^-P^- ^^'^^^i -
"4

veir^"nf
"/'^' ^7Ther 17th," says the obituary of the

^^'i ^T^^'f'^''?^ '" t^^ Tc^^rmng, his majesty's shipRoyal Wilham (m which this hero's col-pse was brought oPortsmouth), fired two signal guns for the removalof hisremams. At eight o'clock the body was lowered out ofthe ship into a twelve-oared barge, towed by two twelve-oared barges, and attended by others similarly appointed,ma tram of gloomy and silent pomp, suited tothe melan-

Snfc'/'^"- .u^'^"*'
suns were iired trom the ships atSp thead, from the time of the body's leaving the ship to

onA?^ ^'S^l'^
^*. ^^" ^^"^^' ^* -P^rtsmouth^hich wasone hour. The regiment of invalid'? v. as ordered under

r /ic
:(iri

Sm
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arms before eight, and being joined by a company of the

train, in the garrison at Portsmouth, marched from the

parade there to the botiom of the Point, to receive the

remains. At nine the body was landed, and put into a

traveUing hearse, attended by a mourning-coach, and pro-

ceeded through the garrison. The colours on the fort

were struck half flag-staff; the bells were muffled, and

rung in solemn concert with the march ; minute guns

were fired on the platform, from the entrance of the

corpse to the end of the procession : xhe company of the

train led the van, with their arms reversed, the hearse with

the corpse followed, and the regiment of invalids, with their

arms also reversed, followed the hearse. They conducted

the body to the Land port-gates, where the train opened to

the right and left, and the hearse preceeded through them on

its way to London. Although there were many thousands

of people assembled on this occosion, not the least dis-

turbance happened, nothing was to be heard but murmur-

ing accents in praise of the hero."

The solemn escort, upon its way to the capital, was

e%'ery where received with the same honours, the glorious

dust it guarded with the same deep awe and veneration.

In his native village of Westerham, the populace, out of

respect to his mother, who returned to reside there after

the death of her husband and son, unanimously agreed to

allow no illuminations, firing, or other signs of rejoicing

near her house, lest they should disturb, and seem to

rejoice over her maternal grief.

The monument to his memory in Westminster Abbey
is splendid, superb, unique. There is, in nny opinion,

nothing that equals it within that venerable pile. The

lions that rest upon the base and the wolves' heads that

ornament the flanks are done with great power, and the

alt-relief that decorates the front, and represents the land-

ing at Quebec, conveys a more lively view of the obstacles

to be encountered, and impediments to be overcome,

before they could approach to attack the enemy, than per-

haps was ever before chiselled.

The inscription is very simple, it is as follows :

—

?!

SSftf



ipany of the

5d from the

receive the

1 put into a

ich, and pro-

on the fort

muffled, and

ninute guns

ance of the

ipany of the

; hearse with

ds, with their

3y conducted

lin opened to

)ugh them on

ny thousands

the least dis-

but murmur-

capital, was

, the glorious

d veneration.

)ulace, out of

le there after

sly agreed to

of rejoicing

and seem to

nster Abbey
my opinion,

e pile. The
s' heads that

wer, and the

3nts the land-
' the obstacles

e overcome,

my, than per-

ws:

—

HAVERniLL. go

To the memory of
.

James Wolfe,
Major-general, and Commander-in-Chief

Of the British land forces,
On an expedition against Quebec,

Who, after Burmounting, by ability and valour,
AJl obstacles of art and nuturo,

Was slam in the moment of victory.
On the 13lh of September, 1759Iho Kmg and the Parliament of Great Britain

dedicated this monument.

On the morning of the 20th of September, GeneralTownshend, now commanding the forces, sent one Josayhat he wished me to come to his quarters. He had alwaysbeen considered a proud man, barely civil to hisSharsh and arrogant to his inferiors. Such was die char-

cabh. Th.1? r
*''^ ^"^^' ^'"^^ '"^ '" the admiral'scabin. The brief account of him in the preceding pageswas penned m accordance with this belief. Buf aUhisinterview he was civil-almost kind to me. Perhaps hewished in his new capacity of commander-LcS tobuy golden opinions from all sorts of men, and so was notabove courting the fislier-boy a little

He said that having to send despatches to the Governor

wl,^!'f!?^f"'^'/^ "PP^'^^ ^""^ «f the important evemwh^ch had taken place in Canada, he had thought to do mea favour by making me the bearer of them. He had hea^dme spoken of by the late commander-in-chief Tn termsof warm commendation, and was anxious to do honourhose whom that great man particulirly favoured. "You

fie. You v^ill be the first to apprize my old friend Hutch-nsonof ourglorious victory,and you will have timelo seeyour family and friends. You look surprised to find meacqua,nted with the place of your birthLit is not oft^nthat 1 know as much of the history of the voung offirpr«who may be serving under me, nor'^houldirw^offou^^^^^
i fear, happy as I am, nevertheless (bowing politely) to himade acquainted with it, but for tL circu^mTnTihat I

h .„ih ifTf^ '" 1^""?^"^ "^'^^ °"^ ^h« spoke of youin such high terms that I was induced to inquire partC

1

'( s
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i

larly who it was that had thus enthralled a hero of the

highest fame, and a lady of the greatest beauty. Your

fair eulogist was Madame Melot, with whom I had a flir-

tation some years ago, at Paris, when she thought as little

of the Chevalier Melot as I of Lady Charlotte Conipton.*

She pleaded so hard with me to use my exertions in your

behalf, that I promised to whisper in the ear of the king

himself that there was a certain Captain Haverhill—Lynn

Haverhill, she made me remember even your Christian

name,—who deserved every thing that majesty could do

for him, and who would be sure to thank him for his gra-

ciousness by dealing out hard knocks upon his enemies.

I promised to do my best for you, and the first fruit of my

good intentions is an honourable mission, which will make

you valuable acquaintances, and enable you to take leave

of your friends with eclat."

He smiled, but as if he supposed that he had been a little

too familiar with one who, after all, was—a fisherman's

son, he checked himself, and said, with a gravity the r)iore

chilling from its contrast with his late behaviour,

—

» The despatches shall be ready for you at ten o'clock

to-morrow. Upon receiving them you will proceed with

all possible haste to deliver them to Governor Hutchinson.

Having placed them in his hands, you have my permission

to remain one month with your family. That month

having expired you will hasten to England, and report

yourself at the office of the adjutant-general. Good

morning."
, , i u . •

This was more than a polite intimation that he had im-

portant business to transact, and I made my bow imme-

diately.
, . T •

I

Nothing now remained but leave-taking. It is known

that military acquaintances seldom bestow more than

a civil nod upon each other at parting. It is not the

fashion for soldiers to seem touched by any thing—they

may not betray emotion at ony of those occurrences at

which others may breathe sighs, shed tears, and wear the

* Only child of the Earl of Northampton, whom he had married.

The barony of Compton, and of Ferrars of Chartley, came to the

Townshend family with her.
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CHAPTER VIII.

My parting Iron, my French friends was of n riin-„r..

.

d^'n:;pi.°iierxrr.;:'^^^^^^
people, cons.st.ng of those jovial old flilowr ^t^ a

other parts of thTcSentThl?^ '""'"^"^^ «^ '^^

officers, persons of good condition in th« r"^^^
together ^th those wL t^uT^^ZZ^^^^
those who were to hold in rot^J^^T^^,^^^^?^
course, formed two classes. That to which I ha&^^

.nolnbg! w'e'hirno'L'irf
''''

^f° ="^"^'» -^ '^^^in its full
onse oL/un',-, aLod in tenur"as in'c^ntf"^^f

*'^' ^''"^^^^ «»« ^^
Vol. II.-~8

^ennros m contradistinction to noble.

'S

''HiI '"iii'J
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and of wliich Marlame Miloi's party was composed, were

as polite, us clieerlul, and as well-bred as those one sees in

Paris. The society of Quebec, at this period, was almost

that of the Frencli capital. The same easy and unem-

burrassed address; the same frankness of speech; the

same liveliness and f;race of manner; the same care to

choose words and topics which will not he likely to recall

national animosities, nor awaken national pride and jealousy,

might have been remarked here, which constitutes the par-

ticular iinish of the French character—the "orace beyond

the power of art," which they " snatch" elsewhere. la

this respect both classes were alike. The Canadian pea-

sant could dance as well as the seignior; his bow and his

walk were equally as graceful, and his shrugs and gri-

maces as well placed. Delightful people ! delightful amid

all their heartlessness

!

The inhabitants of Canada were, very naturally, much

inibittered against their conquerors—to use a vulgar phrase,

the worst w ord in their mouths was too good for the Eng-

lish; nor have they subdued this feeling, which burns at this

moment as tiercely as ever. But Madame Melot was my
friend in every proper sense of the term; she had conceived

a very strong regard for me, and had contrived to interest

her visiters so much in my favour, that when I entered I

found myself quite a lion, and was teased with innumerable

compliments and civilities, all having for their object the

making me happy. They were careful to suffer no allusion

to be made to the recent battle, nor any political topic to

be introduced, in which either the mother-country or the

colony was concerned.

There were several very pretty young ladies present,

who sung w ith some science and much sweetness. I could

sing a liule, and played, it was thought, very well on the

flagelet, so 1 took a [)art, apparently much to the satisfac-

tion of my audience, in one of the new chansons, which, I

was assured, that charming young man, M. St. Blainbair,

captain in the regiment de Rousillion, had brought just six

months before from the Rue Vivienne.

Dancing succeeded : and here their performance was

inimitable ; but, alas ! I could not participate in this amuse-

jaent—if it required a greater display of science than that

i
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;i

to be found m tlie rustic revels of New-Eiigland, fori hadnever been taught this refined accon.plishn.ent. 1 was
well content, however, to sit still, and have my evCs re!galcd by the graceful nnd sylphlike m.^tionsV^/ thosecharming httle creatures ,n the waltz, or which were more
used, mmuets, and a sort of reels on. only sees in Cam.da

nrolnironror''"" ^r'""
"J^' '"^' "^'"''•^ ^^-^'-^ introduced;

probably out of compliment to me. But I knew none o

f

th. games wluch they played. I was in my younger dam
tlKUight to be possessed of wondrous skill it - /dl-Lurf

'

t'ai n''
'"'"''"

T' '^^' ^-^''-offi-'- had recently
aught me, among other things for which I was none thebe ter. how to make the mo of a long suit of trumps at

XV u.t, as well us how to " make my thumb and tbrefiiLr,"when I wanted them led. But o{ vincrt-un ecarte fIropKp.t, ajKl such games, I was as i^nJntir^' dlll'jot SIX rhey were too polite to surt'er any amuse-

cards and dancing were soon given up, and conversation
substituted m their stead. I ha3 „ow a^nother pro^f of the

Mv'Zin Tr'^^-^''^'"^
^""^ '^•''•^^'"g °f this peopleMy glaring deficiency m accomplishmenTs upon which the

value so highly, a deficiency which was proof of the low-ness of my origin and the poverty of my resources, priduced no diminution of kindness or abatement of respectIn the better circles of my own country, or of EnSand Isnould have need(Kl additional coveringVo protectSomhe increased dull o^ the atmosphere^ l^uppose k wassomething new to the company, iosee a man wearing Ihe

cnmnTo f ' ''''''•"' ""^ ^'1'" '^^^ '^^^^^^ ^<^'^^ «« «i3-de-

pS? ?"?"'""" ^^"^•'^'•^ho could not dance, who,elde t hand at vmgt-un, "drew upon eighteen," and aecarte made such blunders as I did ; butT whatever thevthought they sa,d nothing, and permitted my ignorance topass without censure. ^ o"^' 'I'l^^f lo

onJ!prJ5
^"^'^

""'l^S
''^'^'' '"^ 8'^^" "P ^«nci«g' we seatedGUI .elves around the stove and commenced talkin-. Therooms in Canada are always warmed by stoves, Jnd thatto a degree of temperature which makes them highly un

pleasant to those who are unused to them. The?e wero

^ i-iM^'i

-,^>.f

^«»«*»ai(»ic.-

W"*!.*** »rf1» ^ .
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two or three present 'A^ho had never heard Madame Melot's

story of her shipwreck, and these were to be gratified. The
relation of this extraordinary escape from death led to the

telling of other stories, some good, some but so so, some

droll, and some silly. Among the silly stories was one by

a count, which proves, I think, that wit is not a preroga-

tive of high birth, as 1 had always supposed it, nor tiiat

aristocracy and stupidity never go hand in hand. A fat,

jolly little recollect told us a story of diablerie, which

would have been very good if he had not spoiled it by

making his infernal majesty, contrary to the canonical,

and orthodox, anrl poetical belief, a "nice gentleman,"

rather than "the disagieeable brute" inculcated in the

books.

Others succeeded ;
principally adventures of forest life,

and hairbreadth escapes from the Indians. As I have

already devoted many, perhaps it will be thought too many
pages of this volume to their customs and modes of life, I

shall not recount those narratives which may not possess

that interest for others that they had for me. I never could

help being interested by the marvellous. There is as much
to catch attention in a tough story well told, as there is in a

" doleful matter merrily set down, or a very pleasant tune

sung lamentably." The fictions of the Indians are the most

pleasing of the class, because their faith is as strong in them

as the faith of a Christi-m in the truths of his religion.

When an Indian tells you, upon such a time, and at such a

place, he saw the devil, you may be sure that he saw some-

thing he could not name, and which he really supposes

was the spirit of evil. All his wild legends, as I have re-

marked in another place, receive the appearance of being

true, from the implicit credence which he seems to give

them. He relates each with a circumstance, whose sim-

phcity and truth to nature almost startle you into a belief

that such things have actually been.

A gloomy story is not the best preparation for going to

bed ; it does not make the pleasantest nightcap. The last

one told us was very pathetic, and set one half of us cry-

ing. I have not space for it at large, and my readers must

be content with a summary. The narratrix was a lady-
French of course—who had arrived but a few days before



HAVERHILL.
89

irom the island of Miquelon, in the West Indies THpstory related to a poor American cirl seduced fmr« 1
frjends who resided in some part f ^".17 ^Zady d.d not exactly learn inSvhat par^ or ft?e"tadlearned had forgotten-and left among stranger in a stateof complete destitution and want, fiescriplbn was th^forte of the fair story-teller, and she gave us a po^^rait of

cribbed Ter"h?ir^"''"^^^'* ^^ vi4 and striS^g'Il'desciibed her height, air, voice, and probable years frpf

^e:Z^''^^''^'''^ T^'
''''' minute'lnd's rt:Jig exactness, that it seemed to ine I should want nnother guide or description t6 enable me to pursue hpr .uover the world. She could not furnish nwi^h a sequl tohis fresh instance of woman's love, and man's ncrSnl?the wretched girl having left Miqudon aTeeTbefo -e S'

^ol^^sa^M^l^go^^^^^^^^^

;^^fifrdL^r:^Kte^
hetic story and the young ladies had bestowed thdrusuaia lowance ofohs and ahs "on man's deceit and vvickedness i
aymg at the same time with their dear eyesThowSvthey were to encounter the risk of finding him fekh7es7w^separated with many good wishes for eacrotht^haor

ness. I should regret to think that it was an ete nalSu^ll, though I fear it was, for a more pleasanfanS aiSeTable circle I never entered.
«feree-

^Ipc^of'r'''' It''\ •™'''"'"S * '""^ «»t f^J- Boston with mvdespatches Nothing occurred worth mentioninron Se
ST' ""^y^ ^"^"^ "P ^'g^t ^^y^' This was thin called.apid traveling; now (1784), the same distance Vner[ormed m six. Immediately upon my arrival I renifrpHto the governor's and delivered my^ Tspatche?^ Aninvitation to a " family dinner" followed.

"""'P^*^^"'- ^n
Having nothing to do till that time, I sauntered down fr.the wharves and docks. The sensations we experSnc?when we have before us scenes which werToncXSarand which recall family recollections-4uhTwhen weknow we are within a few miles of the spot whTre th<^^scenes first n^et our eyes, and whence thSse r^coTectT,

8*

i

.J

h-p^n

>-«S5S^
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(V

are derived, arc only second to those inspired by a view ol

Uiat spot itself. I could see a hundreo objects upon the

wharves and in the docks to remind me ol" home, fishing yes-

.s:els of the peculiar construction I had been used to, piles

of salted and unsaltcd lish, the men themselves with their

harvels or leather aprons, and other exterior marks of those

who pursue that hard calhng. Pleasure boats were skim-

jning the water, barks were coming in and going out ol

the harbour—the scene revived feelings which i thought 1

had mastered. Tiicre was a sloop sailing down the har-

bour, which, from a large black patch in the after-cloth ofthe

mainsail just above the reef-points, I knew to be one which,

ever since I was seven years old, had been employed ni

carrying wood from our hamlet to the metropolis. What

a feeling the sight of her gave me !

It w^ould have been great folly to have asked the

o-overnor, or any of the principal inhabitants of the town,

Shout the welfai-c of one so poor and miserable, and conse-

quently unknown, as my father. My entertainer was^

of course able to answer all my inquiries about judge

Danvers. He sailed for England the latter end of the

preceding August, and his daughter went with him. They

resided at the governor's for the week previous to then'

departure. The judge stated that his object in going to

England was to meet his nephew, between whom and his

daughter a marriage would take place as soon as the

former arrived from his cruise. That event accomplished,

he should return to America, leaving it to the happy pair to

'accompany him, or remain in England, as they chose. II

they preferred staying behind, he should dispose of hiK

property on this side the Atlantic, and return to spend his

days with his children.

•'Man appoints, but God disappoints," said the governor.

« The ambitious father is indulging golden dreams of the

prosperity and happiness of his daughter, while I only sec

that she is miserable now, cares nothing about the future,

and will speedily sink into a decline, if relief be not ad-

ministered. I remarked it to her father, and from the way

in which he chose to treat the subject, I suspect that dis-

appointed love is the cause of her melancholy and wan-

ness. By-the-by, I do not see why the marriage did nol

w \
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lake^placc last summer. The intended groom was here

One of the party remarked, tliat the reason was l.isbomg so sudden y recalled to his ship, which was ordered
10 the West-India station.

mo^c^or^y;f
impatience to sec my friends, and hear

Zn/fh?f r/^r"^'"'/'^
''^''" "^ Boston, became so

stiong, that I determnied to set out that very day. Thecustom of d,mngearly-at one o'clock-was the only oneof puntan growtl, winch this strict tory and loyal Britoncould be brought to adopt-I had time enough, after I laddespatched that nriportani matter, to be at my father's door

orRnl"'"f '"T
"^

'"^T^- ^' ^^'--^-^^twenty mileiom Bos on
;
but what was that to one whose /emem.

thrice that distance in a day, when the pillow upon which

I had not proceeded far when I overtook a kind ofchaise

fs"^ ff^^^'r'^'^
clriverof which kindly offeredTe

a seat as far as he was going, which was rather more than

o IZ^"'""''--
^'^"^ him I could learn little calculS

^ii^H r^''"'"^^'
^"^"g'^ ^^^^ information he gave conlamed nothmg to increase it.

^

The remaining part of the way I walked. My hopesand fears gave me, upon this part of my travel, a greaterspeed .han that of the horse to which 1 was indebted for

irs i^^s^tck!
""^ ' '-''

'' -y ^^^^-'« ^--

^l./n
''''%"]? intention to have gone first to another housethan my father's, that, by some little stratagem, the new'of my return might be broken to the famii? gently Mymo her s nerves had always been very weakLthJ; had^p.-obab^ been weaker since our misfortune-itlfas n^impossible that the sudden overflow of joy at my re urn

oflh?." r''"i
"I'g^VProve fatal to her. ^^made the roundof the cabins, but their inmates were all in bed-no unusual

circumstance, for, in the country towns of NerEngland
the expense of tallow used in candles, and oil in lamps
after mne o'cbck may safely be reckoned at le "s hTapenny a month. Finding I should not be able to ob^in-

> I

J >
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the \vishc(l-for messenger without waking him from a com-

iortablc nap—a deed that a conipassionutc man, who knowe

tlie vahic ol' sleep in knitting up the ravelled sleeve of care,

will be slow in doing, I determined to present myself at

my father's door, and leave it to God to " temper the wind

to the lamb."

There was no candle burning in the house, and! walked

several times nround it before I could muster com age to

look in at the window. Whenl did so, I could see, by the

imperfect light thrown out by a heap of decayed brands,

my father sitting in his usual corner, and near him two per-

sons whom I did not know. Neither mother nor sister?;

were visible. There was nothing very strange in this,

however,—the former might have gone to bed, and the

latter might have done the same, or they might bo out al

service.

"What shall I do?" said I, while my agitation becnmo

so excessive that I could hardly keep myself from falling

to the ground. " 1 will knock at the door and reveal my-

self. It must be done, why then do I delay ?" And do

thou, oh merciful God ! prepare them for the shock which

awaits them

!

80 I knocked.

'V>l

CHAPTER IX.

brought my father.Once ! twice ! the third knock

"Who is there?" he demanded.
" An old friend," I answered ; while it seemed as if my

heart would jump out at my mouth. I had faced battle

with as little trepidation as any mortal man ever did, but

now I stood trembling like th'^ veriest coward, lest the next

word of my aged parent should reveal some afflicting

tidings from the few who yet remained to me of a nume-

rous band of brothers and sisters.

« I know of no old friend that speaks with that voice

said he. " Is it you, Jack ? and if it is you, and if it is^

,«"sj*;
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iwt yo-i, what do you want here at this time of night, when
you know that the hand of the Loid is upon me! Whenyou know 'that, for uli this. His anger is not turned away,
but his hand IS stretched out still/ how can you find it in

Corili* hVr'^"'^
"'^~'' ^'^^'^^^-'^'^^^'^^ 'nan-at this

I supposed that the affliction to which he alluded was
the loss of my brothers, and said "I want a lodging tor the
night, if you will be so good." © o "'

"The hand of death is upon my house ; had you nol
better go a mile farther on K, Mr. Mcshack Peubody's 'f

lie lodges fo ks who are benighted, and victuals them too,
and very well, it is said."

ul^T^'l ^^^^^'^'^ '"^'Se here than in a palace."
My beds are very hard."

»L'^T ^h^^ "'^"y ^ '"^''»t ^'Pon them."
My food is very coarse."

" I have eaten it for years."

blin^htn^''
^''" '^"

^""^ ^^ """^'"^ ^''® '^'''''' '"''^'^ " ^>'^'"-

" Your son."
" Who did you say ?" *

" Lynn."

.

" Lynn I He is in his grave : the worms have eaten
iiim : you mock me."

,nv'dl«lf?t'. ^'%f*^"^.« h^^^^'^
y«"- Father

! my father !

nl?r . i-T
•

•
' ''*^^^ ""''' "^>' ^'™«'~ but it ^^as to re-

ceive h.m lifeless into them. The shock was too much
lor him, bi-oken down as ie was by years, infirmity, and

breast,which never receive .J a more precious burtlien. His
cry brought to my assiptan.-; the two persons whom Lhad
seen in the apartment, and r uom I now recognised as neioh-
hours, and brought little JM.,hael from bed, but when they
caught a glimpse of my fa,-:; ihey all retreated, leaving mc
to support him alone.

^

I carried him into tiie iv.om, sat liim down on a chair,
and busied myself in enf' ivouring lo restore him. Forsome minutes I was ^ > exclusively occupied with my
lamer, and wiUi mtans to revive him from his swoon, that
t took no note of the hci . ors around mo. When I raised

1

1

!.

iV
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my eyes from *!ic contemplation of his glmslly and grief-

worn face, it was to t;x thetn upon two corpses, laid out

in the corner of the apartment. Man can have but a

faint idea of the shock it gave me ; if he has ever been

placed in the same situation, much of the impression must

have passed away ; for the excess of horror is produced

by the sudden bursting of the spectacle upon you, and

subsides, in some measure, when you have had time to

collect your scattered senses. Michael, who had hitherto

stood aloof from me, now convinced it was not a spirit,

but actually his brotlter, came weeping bitterly between

joy and surprise, in which exercise he was accompanied by

the compassionate, though simple woman who was actmg

as housekeeper.

It was nearly a quarter of an hour before my father re-

gained his scnsc^s, and then it was only to experience a par-

tial restoration of them. At length a flood of tetirs burst

from him, and he became more composed. He raised iiis

head from my bosom, upon which he lay sobbing like an

infant, and putting out his hand, and stroking my face, and

chin, and forehead, asked, " Are you indeed my long lost

son ? or is it a spirit that I see? -but, no ; you are flesh

and blood:— I feel you warm, and I see the tears rolling

down your cheeks. No ; it is not a spirit ; ii is my son."

" It is, it is your son—your Lynn, who stands before you,

my father," said I.

"" Let me look at you once more. Yes, it is the form

of mv son, though fuller ; and it is the warm kiss of my

ever-dutiful and afteclionate Lynn. Biit how art thou re-

stored ? and whore, oh, my child ! where are your brothers?'"

1 remained silent.

' I see, see they are gone : in the language of the blessed

book, you only have escaped to tell me. I will not ask

you how they died, my son ; it is enough that I shall never

see them more with the eyes of the flesh."

" In my turn, my father, I have a question to ask you,

How is it that I do not see my sweet mother ?"

The tears flowed afresh, and he grasped my hand with

all the energy of despair. " She is gone dead, my son."

" One of those corpses is then my mother's ; but whosr

is the other ?"

''Yo
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s; but whose

" Your poor brother Simeon's."
"And how is it my father, that 1 do not sec my beau-

tifui, my beloved Sally T ^

" She is not dead, my son ; would that she were '-she

sL'Thve Mv17"^'^ r^ dishonoured
! And yet, you^cclIne. My wife and one son now corpses in mvhouse, hree sons swallowed up in the ocean, a daughtermy pnde and dehght, seduced l.y a villain to leavf herhome,_and yet the breath of life is in my oW body-Ieven enjoy strong health. Thus God tempers the ^nd tothe shorn lamb

!
My beloved son, we hr.ie an importantduty to perform. My son, let us thank God-upon o'"rlmees--my darhng I you remember that was the posturi

.n wh.ch we use<: to prai.c our great Preserver. For thiswas my son that was loot, and is Ibund. 1 cannot, in us
.ce, say, as the mighty prophet Isaiah said, 'For all that
h.s angeiMs not turned away, but his hand i's stretched out
still, -lor, s^ee, his an-er w turned away . he has restorpd
to me one of my sons-brought him saf^ baSc to the armsof his wretched, but not all-wretched fother '"

The language of the good old man's prayers washomely, but where the heart is speaking there Jllalwly
be eloquence. ° ui^vays

"I thank thee, oh God!" said he, -that thou hast seen
fit to lend me back for awh,le-it mav be for the fevv davs

and IS found. I thank thee, that one of my sons is rescuedrom a bed i„ the depthsof the sea, to kneel with his2
SlVW^Tm"' 'Y'T'"^- ^' '^"th pleasedtle
gieat l.ii, er o Mercy ! to bereave me, in the half of ayear, of the wi e of my youth,-of four sons who weredear to me as the apple of mine eye,-and to permit di^!honour to s,t upon mine aged head, in the sha^pe of fouwrong done me by the ruin of my beloved daughter S
nds :iiinrnw\^''";

^"" /^"-^' thouglfIn^cmSends,_thme oAvn benehcent, though seemingly harsh pur-poses. Blessed be thy name thertfbr. WiraUhS mvsinful nature, my rebellious lieart may struggle avvhlwUh

IrS fwhtt
' '"^V?'

^^"^'^^ thffthoukS
HP 1 . f TL^* '' ^''''^ ^°*' "^^

5
»nd hast veiled kind-ness under the eppearance of wrath, perhaps S

y
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m

liicl«Jcn my soul's final welfare under a cloud of grief

and dishonour. ^ ,. , , ,r i r
"

1 have thanked thee, Father of hght and life
!

for

thy great and manifold mercies—wilt thou permit me to

offer one fervent, soul-felt petition to thee ! It is for my

lost and unhappy daughter. I know not where she is, but

thou knowest, and that is better, and it is enough. Take

her, Heavenly Father I under thy protection. Judge her,

Father, in the spirit of thy promise, to forgive whoever

shall call upon thee in Christ's name, though he shall have

sinned seventy and seven times."
. , , .

When our devotional exercises were finished, he took

me by the hand, and led me into the attic, where, for near

twenty years, I had been a happy lodger. My feelings,

upon entering this chamber, may be imagined. Every

thing stood just as it did on the evening previous to our

embarking on the expedition which terminated in the death

of three out of four of us. There were the clothing, hats,

shoes, &c. hung up, each in the corner allotted to its then

proprietor. The two beds—straw beds, upon which we

slept the night previous to our embarking, had never been

moved—they had not felt the weight of a human cheek

since the night we quitted them, all but myself, for ever.

" There has not been a day since you left us, my son,"

spiid my father, " that 1 have not passed an hour in this

chamber. 1 come here with the Bible in my hand ; 1 read

a chapter, and sing a psalm. Then I take down all the

clothes, brush them, and hang them up again, open the

boxes, take out the shirts, and other things, and see if there

be no mildew on them, air and smooth them carefully, and

put them up again. Lackaday ! now 1 bethink me that the

moths have got into poor James's waistcoat, and I saw to-

day a large spot of mildew on Timothy's go-to-church

shirt. That ever I should have forgotten it. Wo is me,

how forgetful I have become !"

Here his manliness and resolution forsook him, and he

burst into tears. His fit of weeping was short, however,

and wiping his eyes, he rose to leave me.
" I must ask one favour of you, my dear father," said I.

« And what is that, my boy ? ask, and you will be sure

to obtain, because 1 know you will ask nothing wrong."
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"Will you permit me just to lay my cheek on mv
mother's pillow V ^

He took the candle, and I followed him into her apart-
ment. After a full and sorrowful examination of every
thing m the room, and in the sleeping room of my sisters.
I returned to that which had been mine for so many a
gladsome hour. ^

What a surprising change does the lapse of half a year
sometimes make m a family. A father or mother dies, and
this event creates a dispersion of the faznily ; or children
die, and this induces an alteration in the views and hopee
of the parents. Some go out into the world, never to re-
turn to the fajnily hearth-stone ; some go abroad with richee,
and return penniless

; some goout poor and come back laden
with wealth and honours. Great and sudden, lasting or
evanescent changes, mutability in all its forms, violent
ransitions and reverses, are the portion of humanity; and
he who separates himself from his friends for any period of
time must make up his account for tears and sorrow on his
return.

I hope my readers will not think too lightly of my poo^
old father, when I tell them that, before he went to sleep;
he came twice into my room to embrace and kiss me.
*or this is njy son that was lost and is found," said he-
Lynn, my child I I do not use these words of the fathe*-

01 the prodigal son because you have been a prodigal—

I

only mean that you was lost, and are found "

The next morning, after breakfast, my fkther gave me
an elaborate narrative of the events w»> ch took place onmy leaving home

; from want of space I must abridge it.

1 he grief of my family, at our supposed loss, may b«
better imagined than told. For a while the effect on my
mother was such that her life was despaired of. She grew
a little better, however

; but a second affliction, in her eyes
surpassing m poignancy the first, soon after caused her re-

Kr worlT
^"*^' ^^^^^ "^^^ ^"^' ^''''""'* ^'"' ^'^P'"^' ^

That affliction was the abduction and dishonour of the
family idol, the beautiful Sally. To soothe the grief of
the sweet girl at the loss of her brothers, Mary ifanvers,wi^ whom she was a favourite, obtained permission to

I

V'.

w,"»il
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take her home with her. This was during tlie visit paid

by Lieutenant Danvcrs to his uncle. Danyers was accom-

panied on the occasion by a gay and dissipated youth, a

Captain Monday, who, ula« ! was but too successful in his

efforts to seduce niy confiding sister from the path of duty

and the house of her father. She eloped with him : they

were traced as far as Boston, where it was reported and

'believed tliey embarked for the West Indies.

The heavy tidings for a time deprived my mother of

reason and almost of consciousness. She never recovered

the blow. Her senses so far returned that she spoke ra-

tionally whenever she spoke at all, which was but seldom

;

but her powers, both of mind and body gradually decayed,

and she sunk into the grave. Her death took place jurt

three days before my arrival ; Simeon's death was caused

by a fever contracted from exposure.

The moment he had finished this narrative, the thought

flashed to my mind with a rapidity which gave it almost the

effect of inspiration, that the story told by Madame Calo-

marde, of the young woman carried to Jamaica by a British

oflicer, and afterward deserted by him, related to my lost

sister. The time—the description given of the person

—

every circumstance mentioned in the story, confirmed me
in the belief that its unhappy heroine was no other than she.

There was, besides, one of those convictions floating in my
mind, the origin of which we cannot trace, the nature of

which we do not know, or by whom given, or by what

prompted. I communicated my impression to my mise-

rable father. It seemed to give him new life.

" Oh my son, my dear son," said he, " if the poor wan-

derer could only be recalled, how happy I should be. No
matter how much she has strayed, we could reclaim her if

she were but once to be brought under this roof. If there

were tears on her cheek we would kiss them off, sighs on

her lips, my son, our kindness should chase them away—

I

even think we could make her happy yet. Some of our

neighbours might sneer a little at us, but we would live

•within ourselves, and pray God to forgive them, and those

yet greater sinners, ourselves. What should we care for

the world ? My son, will you pleasure your poor old

fatherr
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"rnwimt, sir?"
" I am ufruitl to say what."
" A father afraid of Ins (fyM ! My father afraid of me !"

;• I am not afraid of my child, but the favour I slmll ask
will, It mayho, cast a bli^rht on his future prospects. He
18 ambitious, honourably ambitions,—jiow will he like to
fore^'o the hopes he has of becoming a great man ?"

"Come, come, my dear father," said I, coaxinglv, « tell
me what it is you want ?"

" I want you should—go, and see if—you—cannot find
your sister."

" It will indeed, my father, destn)y the high hopes I had
formed, and be the cause of my losing that for which I have
toiled hard, yet I will go-willingly, for duty demands it.

Ihere is nothing 1 will not do, my father, to restore the
erring yet, I am sure, neither wicked nor sinful girl to your
arms." '^ -^

« Bless you, my son. God will not forget the sacrifice
you have made to Him—to your father, and your duty.
When will you go ?" ^

" In less than three days."
"My child, perhaps I do wrong in sending you onlhis

voyage. It exposes your life to the stormy elements
again, but I have a presentiment that it is to prove
successful."

'^

It was arranged that I should embark the next week,
provided an opportunity should be found to go direct
to Jamaica, where Madame Calomarde supposed the
heroine of her story had gone. It was not easy to do som this naonth, as vessels going there would arrive in Oc-
tober, the month in which the severest hurricanes are
usually experienced. It was a year, too, in which little
business was done between New-England and the West-
India islands, m consequence of the swarming of French
privateers among both the Windward and the Leeward
islands. Fortune favoured me. I wrote upon the subject
to my friend, the governor's private secretary, who re-

'

turned for answer that a brigantine called the Indian
Cliiet, a new, stanch, and well-provided vessel, would
sail that day week for Jamaica. At my request, con-
veyed m a second letter, he engaged a passage in her

".-(K*,^, m^-M*' , -pB*

) y
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for me, and I made preparations for immediate depar-

ture.

I should have mentioned that Judge Danvers and his

daughter had embarked for England early in the pre-

ceding August. Though loneliness and gloom enshrouded

the mansion, and though its chief ornament was away,

these circumstances did not prevent me from paying as

many visits to it as I spent days at home. I revisited all

the spots which were connected w ith my early, unchanged,

and unchangeable love, and spent nearly half my time in

recalling the traits of goodness displayed by the beautiful

and beloved girl during our acquaintance of a life.

Every thing around me served to recall her image to my
mind, and renew the sentiments approaching to adoration

with which I regarded her. And there were the " bowers

she loved so much," and the "trees she planted," and the

flowers which had flourished, budded, and bloomed under

her eye and management, by the aid of my spade and

humble advice—I knew them all and their history. The
servants left in charge of the mansion permitted me to

explore every apartment, but, alas ! its pride was away.

Once more, then, I bade adieu to my aged parent, and

at the certain sacrifice of my hopes of promotion, and my
prospects of acquiring the reputation which alone could

give me the object of my love, prepared to encounter the

perils of a West-India voyage. But the consciousness

that I was performing an imperious duty abated a little of

the melancholy which the circumstances would otherwise

have rendered insupportable.

'V

i0-

CHAPTER X.

'^Mi

II]

We sailed from Boston on the 12th of October. It

was a little after sunrise when the anchor was taken upon

the bow, and the vacant, halfserious, half-jocose, " good-

by-t'you" was nodded to the metropolis of New-England.

We made very great progress in our passage at our first

TÂ\

i\ It
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setting out. Westerly winds, at that perfcd of the year,

chiefly prevail upon the coast of America. Very fre-

quently outward-bound vessels, upon their leaving the

shore, take a wind which continues fair for the whole dis-

tance they have to run. We had the prospect of having
the first part of our passage very fine and pleasant. We
were leaving the colonies at the season which promises the

most steadiness of wind, and the greatest strength within
the degree which makes it a tornado, and should go into

the latitude of the " trades," at the time of the year, when,
Uiiiess they visit you in the shape of a hurricane, they are

so pacific and good-tempered, that you may almost venture
to leave the vessel wholly to the charge of Neptune and
his Tritons, constituting them "master, mate, and all

hands," every thing but cook and butler.

It is only those who have experienced the delightful

breezei called " trades," particularly when they are wafting
you over the sultry Indian Ocean, where, perhaps, you
have lain becalmed for a month, who can fully appreciate
the pleasure which is imparted by a fair wind. What are
the trade-winds? It was, at one time, advanced that they
were produced by exhalations from the " lenticula marina
of the Sea of Saragossa;" but philosophy seems now fixed

in the belief that they are " caused by the expansion of
particles of air in the hottest part of the equatorial surface

of the earth, and the advance of the colder air of the jtolar

regions, to replace the rarefied portion." It is from their

utility in facilitating trade that they take their name, ^nd,
truly, without them, what were those interminable Indian
seas, and a space of a certain number of degrees upon
each side of the equator?

This is not intended to be a dissertation on winds, though
I know not how half a dozen pages could be better appro-
priated than to the beautiful theory of their causes and
consequences. Now merely ruffling the bosom of the
ocean, in bland and cheering zephyrs, now sweeping it in

the typhon of the China sea, or the tornado of the African
coast, or the hurricane of the " vext Bermoothes." How
many tales of love and romance arc connected with the
ocean, and the disasters which have taken place upon it.

How many a heart has bled over the miseries which the
0*

%
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voyager upon it has encountered. The pages of maritime

adventure and history are, indeed, replete with interest.

Our Ubraries are half made up of books and publications

which are the annals of wind and water. The gems of

our topography are the accounts of the marts which have

risen out of it ; our statistical essays are beholden to it for

a principal part of their bulk and value. History most de-

lights when it speaks of naval achievements ; architecture,

when it treats of the tremendous naval structures launched

to contend for victory on the ocean. The parson preaches

about the seas ; the novelist lays his scene there ; or if he has

not sufficient nautical science to enable him to portray

minutely and correctly the habits and duties of nautical life,

he at least contrives to let his readers know that the ocean

is blue off soundings, and green when you are able to take

its depth. The interest felt in marine matters is universal,

and will continue to be so as long as men remain with that

exquisite sense of the sublime and beautiful wherewith

their Maker has gifted them, and which has a glorious ob-

ject of perception and contemplation in the scenes and

vicissitudes of that wonderful element.

In three hours after we left the harbour, such had been

our progress that the land began to look low and distant,

resembling more a fog-bank than terra-firma. There is

something in quitting our native shores, especially when
the transition is by water, which has a sickening effect upon

the spirit ; at least, I know it always has on mine. At

the same time, there is something in a view of the lessening

land which has the power to displace those disheartening

impressions, and to replace them with a set of enlivening

hopes and influences. 1 have not a gift for essay writing

—few have. The refined taste, the sparkling wit, the

chaste simplicity, the subdued energy, and the extreme

acutenese of thought requisite to make an accomplished

essayist, have not been found united in more than half a

dozen since the days of Faust. If I possessed this talent,

I would analyze, separate, and attempt to call by their

right names the feelings which thus agitate yet soothe,

which wound yet heal immediately, the heart, at the mo-

ment we are quitting our native land. I believe that most

of my readers, who have registered their emotions at the
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moment when the land of their hJwi, ^„
view, will find that thev had n^ 7^« jeced.ng from
feeling, a host of"nexnHJnhl!
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u* «,/^rn nf thp sDirit of tTEcle than its mere jar-

after her sea-sickness ^^^^/"^^^^^^^^^ deserve!

Jhorough-bred West Indian yon never 8aw. Wrth eOl h

*^t£s' HethSgton was bom in the island of Nc«

He^ father w™oAshire gentleman who, .n pursuit .(

stttredtaSTEiV^JS^r^r^d-^*^^^^
there devoted himself to the only two P"n»'^/°' ™^
he had any inclination: the fost, prompted by the M

S^reTp^ntal lore,-the education of h.s daughter; th.

V. jj«rtW"»pi1*e '-"- -WS u
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second by a provincial may I not say a national, passion,
«ie adding field to field, and acre to acre. Major Wil-
mot loved his broad possessions ; but, to his praise be it
spoken, he loved his daughter more, and would have
sacrjficed every rood of one of the most fertile vales in
Jamaica to promote her happiness. He had soon an oppor-
tunity to prove his love for his child paramount over every
other feeling. At the age of sixteen her hand was sought
by two men, who were perfect antipodes to each other,
being unlike m every thing except in a wish to please the
beau iful Anne Wilmot. One of them was a man of great
wealth, but of vicious principles, ignorant, ill-bred, ill-born,
and ill-tempered. The other suitor, Mr. Hetherington
was a young naval officer, who had recommended himself
to the notice of Major Wilmot by assisting to suppress an
insurrection of the slaves upon one of his plantations. Hehad nothing to recommend him, save honesty, courage,
candour, and the before-mentioned generous interposition
of his person

; that is to say, he wanted money, and that
only, to make hira an excellent and virtuous man I The
lady chose the tar; and the father, having made a state-
ment of he advantages attending wealth and remained
sulky for twice twenty-four hours, gave up the point, made
a call on the young man, brought him home to dinner, and
placed him beside big beautiful daughter as her future hus-
band. It was a love-match, and, strange as it may seem
to those who know how seldom they turn out well, it was
a happy one-at least as long as the union continued.
Lieutenant, afterward Captain Hetherington fell, in the
tenth year of his marriage, in an attack upon a guarda-cos-
ta, on the Spamsh Mam, leaving but one child, the beauti-
lul little girl now the companion of her mother.

Ihe grief of Mrs Hetherington for her husband was not
the grief of those who have no hope. She sorrowed as a
reasonable being should for the death of one born to die.
fehe had loved her husband so truly and sincerely, that it
became her chief pleasure to watch over the softened image
of his noble and graceful form, the reflected type ofhis pure
and excellent mmd-the child she had borne him. Repeat-
ediy solicited to change her state, by suitors every way
unexceptionable, who could not but admire her character
and virtues rnr resist her still blooming personal charms, for

' M
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she was at the death of her husband only twen;y-six, and

exceedingly beautiful, she yet vowed herself to widowhood,

and at an age when ladies generally, and widows particu-

larly, most rejoice to see a crowd ofadorers kneeling at their

feet, and to listen to the voice ofsilver-tongued flattery, gave

herself up to seclusion and the education of her daughter.

Few imitate her. I am happy to think duty does not de-

mand that they should. Matrimony is, nineteen times in

twenty, the happiest condition of life. In my opinion, they

do well who embrace it at an early period of life, and re-

new the connexion as often as it is legally dissolved, wait-

ing a couple of months or less to testify suitable respect

for the memory of the deceased ! I am neither monoga-

mist nor marriage-hater. I permitted my daughters to

accept the first good offer made them after they were six-

teen, and nominated wives to my sons on the day of their

majority, with the honest, though perhaps mistaken, idea

that I was taking the measures best calculated to promote

their happiness. No, no ; let your sons marry the mo-

ment they have made a good choice—marry off your

daughters, and give Heaven thanks whenever they shall

have bestowed their affections worthily.

The wind which we experienced at our first setting out

held us till we had crossed that remarkable current of wa-

ter denominated the Gulf Stream. By-and-by we came

into what sailors call the " horse latitudes," from the cir-

cumstance that the earlier navigators, here becalmed,

found iliemselves compelled to throw overboard the horses

intended for the West Indies and America. We then had

head-winds, gusts, and calms for a short time, but, after a
j

briefdelay, ran into the « trades," and then " we had it all

our own way."
Upon the whole we had a very pleasant and agreeable

passage. The ladies were at first a little sick, but they

soon recovered, and conducted themselves like so many

« sea-dogs"—a nautical epithet for those who have passed

much time at sea, and are accomplished in its learning.

As soon as the ladies had recovered, which was on the

third day, cards, that unfailing resource of those with whom

time lags, were introduced. We had a backgammon-box

and a dAught-board, and we had—a punch-bowl and a

toddy-jug! we had a good and substantiai bark,well manned
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and equipped, and an experienced seaman to conducther
;
judge then if we could be very gloomy and unhannvThe way ,n which the time is generally pasLd on board avessel, when there is a sufficient number of passengers to

rlT\r'""?' ^"^y^^ ^"f^r^^d from the fdloW
transcript from the mate's log-book

^""owing

" Games of ^hist played bv Tom T)inh nn^ tt

"Ditto games of Draughts '..*.'. SSf
•'Ditto '^oid Sledge' fall-fours);;;;;.::::::: m\
;;

Ditto Back^amm;;: .'

!
.*

.'

;;;;;;/;;;;;;
• • • iS2

« Bushek
^"^ ^^"^ ^*'°'''' ^""^ steward).

*

"

"Fox and GeesV;;. ??
" Morals

"^

« Bowr/o? n"^^ ^l^^f ^? the gentlemen in the cabin 180

" m:^::/£X'^? '"""^^"^ '^ ^'^ ^^^^^^
•
^'^

u* u'"" ?® captain thinks that the number of bowls nf

U should have been placed on the right of the « 53" for the

NrvbenfthT?^%f,^ ">y?-n dust had staked ^pNoty bena the fourth, the captain drank nothing but brandvand water—five brandies to one water " ^
•

We were twenty-four days on the oassaire Tn fh«
vrhole host of pleasurable seLation

, thrreTnot I imag.ne, a greater to be found than that felt by the marbe;when he has moored his bark in a safe and fr endrDortAbundant cause has he to be so. HeZs escanL^^h;
dangers of the sea, its tempests and its iceberS ? he ha«

tentilLr^ [^'^^^''"^ quicksands.td%';Sw
pleep without the frequent calls to action, the starHin^

b"f' ?^ V'"'",^
"'^^"^« ^«"»^^ted ^^th nautS hff^d

1
ts state of unrelaxed vigilance. He breathes hi'*^.ferent air, partakes of different food, and encounter s^Ta

no l"'^
oy experienced only on the like occS Hesno longer "Jack at sea," but "Jack on shore." Both Se

4
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outward and the inward man demonstrate he change.

The huge norwester with a tail hke a peacock s. he tarry

roundabout and trousers, the greasy tarpauhn, and the shirt

Tf dirty red flannel are exchanged for a spick-and-span

new suU Jack shaves-for the first time for a month,

washes in freshwater! muttering the while many' dry

damns" on the tar which sticks to his hands, spite of his en-

arvoursTo cleanse them. When the rites of ablution are

performed, if he wears a pigtail, he says to the steward or

cabin-bov—in their absence, to the cook or to a messmate,

"rkVVother," or "boy," or « blackee, as the caje

may be, "just, do you see, cast off the bit of stopper from

Kump-handle on the back of my head, and give it a fresh

sarvice my boy. And, Cuffy, you d d ebony face

make my go-ashore shoes sliine so that you niay see to read

a Guinea iarmon by them at twelve o'clock m a pitch-dark

"'^Thus« mended," and every thing put to rights onboard

the ship, yards squared, and the bunts of the sails well

hauled up, decksVashed down, cables payed ou^ropes

coSed up, and permission duly obtained from the officer of

?he deck to go and have a frolic, the joyful fellow reels on

Bhore-but riels from a far different cause from that which

sends him reeling back again, to proclaim his happiness

and spend his money. He is now the happiest creature

alive It is the exuberant joy awakened by the change

in his situation which renders him the unreflecting de-

bauchee. Every thing conspires to make him over-joyfu

--unfortunately the habits of nautical life tend to give

that ioy a reprehensible direction. He meets an old ac-

quaintance, and it is a nautical maxim, that " he who wi

2o? treat an old acquaintance to a glass of grog deserv

to be d d " So he invites his messmate, and all his

companions, though there should be a dozen, into the neit

tavern, and goes on treating and treating them till the

whole are dead drunk, or till the « pump sucks"-m other

words, till his purse is exhausted.

Jack is the best-hearted creature alive, and the pronesttfl

do good to his fellow-creatures.* And just as charity coven

» The sun, in his whole progress through the heavens, does not

behold a class of men more uniformly generous, manly, and bxa«

han the accomplUhed Brtitish saUor."—rwrnnitM Kmx.
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a multitude of sms, so docs his generosity offer atonement
tor the mischief he occasionally does by his prodigalitv Imust not be understood to say that this generi)sity fs evincedby his disposition of his hard-gotten |ai„s, for he throwsthem away without even an attempt at discrimination. It
IS benevolence run mad-charity on a wild horse. But it

foriiv^ « f
"^'^ f the farthest for a friend, and soonest

hJJL ^?^5 w^W'" the most fearlessly interpose hisbody as a shield o innocence and helplessness-who will
the soonest "walk a plank" (jump overboard) rather th^commit wilful fraud or injustVce. lie will even figh[for^dumb beast, which he is sure to make a boon compp.nion.*
Ihere is no one that equals him for his honesty, candour,

hrm Tf r^'',,''^
mmd and purpose. One should knowhim as I have known him, at sea and on shore, rich andpoor, free and in bondage, to estimate him properly, andgive him his due rank in the scale of men.

^

1 love seamen dearly. The strong regard I have forthem has grown out of my intimate%cquaintance w ?hnautical life and manners. Though I never signed a roll

^Zrh^.'^rf''^
" seaman's duty, o^r took a seaman's pTy

I have been so much m their company that I am half asailor. Whenever I see the swing of body and hitch oftrousers which denote an apprenticeship to the ocearmyheart warms in a moment, and I prepare for long yarns anS
characteristicdrollerywithanticipationsofdelig1,t^^^^^^^^^

fimp .f
""^ f audience assembled to witness, for theTs!Ume, the performance of an actor whose fame has preceded

to hP « t'\"?^'
1""^^'' ^''^"S^' **^^^ J«<^1^ wi" condescend

It/ tl ^^"
"^T^

'^^« ^'"^ i» his moments of in-
spiration, at the very nick of time, or no fun with him. He

Own^» hf,*^I*ni?''*^''?.^f"y*"' »" his admirible novel « The Kiriff'.

whin f,S * P'"*''"? ^'"^Pter upon the ease with which animals ey^!
'

wheiifem nalura, are domesticated on shipboard. He makes th« pI«tain of the afterguard, who is rubbing a leopc^^ no»e ZiZithe rfSfor some misdemeanor he has committed s^v^ThltifVuJl ^'^

Voi. II 10
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has his ups and downs, or times of elevation and depres-

aion, as well us another, and will no more spare you a shot

from his locker of wit because you demand it, than Sir John

Falstulf would have eaten raisins upon compulsion. It is a

good time to set upon him just after a storm—provided he

has had a little sleep, or when lie has gone to the Ice-side

of the long boat to mend the npparel shattered by the passed

hurricane. While he is eating his dinner is a good

time ; but the prime moment for sacking his repertory of

haps and mischances is during the night-watches, in fair

weather. lie has then nothing to do, save when it is his

turn at the helrn, but to talk to you of the things he has

seen in his eventful pilgrimages and wanderings from shore

to shore. It is true that he will now and then cast his eye

aloft, to see that all goes right, as well as below, to see

that nothing comes wrong. But these are seasonable

interruptions, which enable him to replace his tobacco

with fresh quid, or to give the necessary hitch to his

trousers. Hours and hours, while our vessel has been

Kloughing her way along the ocean, have I sat listening to

is narratives, sometimes pathetic, and sometimes humor-

ous, of the scenes he has witnessed. Now he was with

Hawke, in such and such a battle, d'ye see, and then fol-

lowed a blessing—everybody knows what a tar's blessing is

u[)on the finest old fellow as ever led a ship into action,

and thumped the mounsecrs to their heart's content. Then

he " took a voyage in a merchantman, and it proved a

d d bad concern. Little to eat, little to drink, a great

deal to do, and no pay. Well, what should happen, but one

night, as we were running down from the Ilole-in-the-

Wall to the Berry Islands—let me see, who was on deck wid

me— ah, Dick Dosget, him as was killed afterward in the,

battle 'tween the Monmouth and the Fuderong (Foudroy-

ant), and which by all accounts was the best-fought action

in the war. Says Dick to me, says he, did you hear, says

he, a noise, all oiie as if somebody was hanging to the star-

board cathead 1 No, 1 didn't, says I," &c. &c. 1 believe

I passed as much as three, perhaps four hours out of

twenty-four, in listening to the "canterburies" and matter-

of-fact narratives of these jovial and good-hearted fellows.

'%>

t
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CHAPTER XI.

Surmounting the various diffijtullics which presented
themselves m the shnpe of rocks, reefs, shoals, «&c., which
render a passage among the windward islands of the
west Indies one ofthe most perilous that ever was attempt-
ed, we had at ength the pleasure to hear that welcome
80und-»land!' It was a misnomer, however, for it
should have been " rock !" It proved to be the Tortugas,
a group of barren islands, which lie at the entrance to theWmdward Passage." This latter is a strait, or sound,
which divides Hispaniola from Cuba, and is the channel
through which vessels bound from the American colonies
to Jamaica usually pass. Next we made Cape Dona
Maria, upon the Hispaniola shore, and the ensuing morn-
ing 1 oint Morant, the easternmost part of Jamaica. The
wind continued to waft us down the coast, full within view
of the mountains which every where rear their lofty crests
upon this noble and singularly picturesque island. Late in
the afternoon of the first of November, the captain an-
nounced to us that, ifthe wind continued, we should literally
"bless our eyesight" in the morning. He pointed out to
us the waves dashing upon those frightful rocks which lie
upon the left of the channel before you pass Port Royal
Soon after we took a pilot, an event which landsmen conl
sider tantamount to an ending of the risk, thouirh I suspect
the underwriters at Lloyd's would tell a different story.
Ihe greater part of the passengers, especially the un-
romanlic, matter-of-fact folks, of whom I was one, retired
at the usual hour ; but there were some so in love with the
glimpses of the mountains frowning upon them out of the
moonlight, that they remained upon deck the whole night.
The view which burst upon my vision when I went

upon deck the next morning was, indeed, one of great
beauty. We had passed P6rt Royal, and were now in
the eastern branch of the inlet which runs past the great
mart of the island. The city of Kingston, built upon a
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gentle acclivity, and laid out in a manner which gave it

the full advantage of its unequalled site, lay before us, in

all the beauty ofa tropical fine morning, its white chimneys

rising from out the deep or lighter tinted foliage of the

pimento and other evergreen shrubs and trees which adorn

this gem of the West Indian Archipelago. The moun-

tains of St. Catharine, the Blue Mountains, and the other

peaks of that Alpine chain, came in for a large share of my
admiration. Indeed, the range of mountains which occu-

pied the entire northern horizon are not, perhaps, surpassed

HI majesty and grandeur even by those of Switzerland and

Italy. They only want to be depicted by a few pens of

power, to be travelled among and hymned to as much as

those of the old world. When Columbus discovered this

island (he approached it on the northern skJ;, v/hich has

more variety and beauty than the southetji, wthout its

grandeur and sublimity), he was struck, ^nys the historian,

with delight and admiration. Well inigiit even his capa-

cious, and gifted, and travelled mind have been filled with

awe and wonder.

While we were thus employed in that most delightful

of all occupations, the contemplation of novel objects of

natural beauty, and the comparison of them with those

which were previously in the eye of the mind, our vessel

dropped anchor within a hundred yards of one of the prin-

cipal wharfs, preparatory to " warping in." And now a

scene presented itself quite as novel and striking as that

furnished by our first view of the mountains. I cannot, to

be sure, say that sublimity was present, nor will I assert

that woolly heads, flat noses, thick lips, and eyes of the

hue which skimmed milk assumes when you throw brown

sugar into jt, before it has acted as a dissolvent—I will

not assert that one ever finds himself saying, at such a time,

« oh, how beautiful !"—but I will affirm that he may derive

exceeding interest from the scene, even substitute for the

exclamation of pleasure and delight one of potent surprise

and amazement. Mitherto my acquaintance with the

dusky sons of Afri'^a Imd been coTifined to Caesar, his

spouse Dinah, and im Ror Jcipio ; now it was difficult to

see any thing else, all was "black as ten furies." For

every white face you saw at least ten sable ones. Our
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resscl was soon surrounded by boots, manned with ne-
groes, bringing for sale the tropical dainties—oranges,
limes, mel(»ns, ihe yarn, the manioc, and the various genu-
ine dehcncicH of air, field, and flood wiiich a Jamaica mar-
ket affords. The noise produced by the applications for
preference was deafening.

" Massa Buckra, buy crawler?" asked one, displaying a
basket filled with that singular creature, the mountain crab,
« hi, massa, tak care, him got teet, bite, scratch like young
debble. Keep e claw down—got no manners ?— bite o
tranger?—won't drop e paw, eh ?—take dat then ; lie still

now, spose, eh ? Wery good crab, massa. Take him
right time. Jis he get back him's burrow ; he creep out
de ole shell, as the n)ephity preacher say (and here Sambo
showed his teeth), he born again, come out new man, and
wery good crab ; buy, my massa ; buy poor Sambo crabs.
Cold wedder come ; Sambo no tockin, he no shoe, he no
hat, he no tart (shirt). Oh, massa I"

" And what have you to sell ?" 1 asked of another, a yeU
low-skinned Moco.

" Me, massa ? possum, fat possum ; catch him up a gum--
tree ; him make climb berry fas ; run out a branch ; nig-
ger shake de tree—possum scream—hole on—cling, cling
—by-by down he drop, and here he be. Buy, my massal
Or mebbe, massa, buy shelly-feller (uncovering an arma-
dillo), or, no tellin, mebbe he lub eat guana. Fine fat

guana; white as chicken ; tew him up wid yam and ochro
—put in leetle salt, good deal a pepper ; massa smack his
chaps ; missus smack his chaps ; young missus smack his

chaps
;
you all smack your chaps. My massa, do buy

possum, shelly-feller, guana ?"

" I don't want them, my boy."
" Den jis as shure as my Massa Iligson, at Windsor^

farm, on Christmas-day, kill two ringtail pigeon at one
shoot, wid his long gun, jis so sure, Massa Buckra, Mess he
'pent, and get de troo grace—de genooine blue in him
heart, he die, an go to burnin pit, which God grant may be
de happy potion ob us all, none more dan Quaco."

There was hardly any thing with which they were not
prepared to supply us. Here were rice-birds—October
oifds they call them in Jamaica—an exquisite dejicftcy^^i

]^
-::'- \'-,.M'^- •','
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turtles, green turtles—as applied to the gratification of the

palate, tlie "vanity of vanities"—weighing, perhaps, a hun-

dred and fifty pounds, together with all the vegetables and

wild fruits which a tropical climate boasts, and the whole

to be bought for a ruere song—five shillings would have

purchased the cargo of a large canoe.

Before I left the ship there was a promise exacted from

me by each of the passengers, that if any favour, pecuniary

or otherwise, should be wanted, I would apply to him or

her individually. Appointments were arranged with the

gentlemen, and calls with the ladies ; cards were amicably

exchanged, and the other ceremonies set down in the for-

mulary of custom gone faithfully over.

Owing to the swarming of French privateers in the

different channels and passages, there was, at thii period,

but little trade carried on between the West India islands

and the colonies on the American continent. At the time

of my arrival there was no vessel bound to any port in

America ; even that in which I came was intended by her

owners to take a voyage to Europe before she returned to

New-England. There was every reason to fear that I

should be detained much longer than I wished, even should

the object which had earned me thither be accomplished.

In the mean time, I endeavoured to blunt my sorrows by

indulging my passion for natural scenery. This thirst for

seeing carried me out in daily rambles through the vicinity.

As the gentlemen to whom I brought letters were not m
the citj-, I should sufier little, save in my feelings,* by my
deferring the inquiry prompted by my object in coming

thither. I rnmbled, quite in the picturesque style, among
the lesser hills of the range I have referred to, and derived

from the exercise an increase of health and spirits, as well as

gratification through the medium of sight and sound.

It is known to most of my readers, 1 presume, that du-

ring winter and early spring, the climate of the West Indies

in general, and of Jamaica in particular, is thought to be

the finest in the world. It is never what those in the high

latitudes call cold, though a traveller thither from hyperbo-

rean regions will hear the epithet frequently used of a

state of the atmosphere to which his own nerves, used to a

harsher climate, will apply the opposite epithet. Nor is
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the heat then so great at any time of the day as to be op-
pressive. At n.ght, ,f he is a resident, or has come from
a chmate equally warm, he ivill need an additional cover-

II15L^"„1J^'" '^

i'
getting towards sunset, he will proba-

^luLtn. r^^"S' J'^"'^'^^"
pantaloons for those of a

ra'crr^hrLfedrir^^^^

forests clothed m the v^erdure which, In northern la Uudes
IS their property only.for some three or four mon hs~aboon, as vt were, reluctantly granted by the goddess of na
ture to be clutched by her the moment she has an excuse

tHnT^ •'"' ''^ '
*!:" "^^"^^^'^"^ ^^^" experienced wfllead one to pronounce the West Indies delectable abodes

?iespe7d:%"tt";;:"i'^
"^^"^^'^ ««*^^^^Mesperides. ijut, as the showman says to the children"wait a httle andyoa shall see the Duke of York." Con.'tmue to reside m these periodically interesting spots tUlJub% August, and September come to broil you and adiiierent set of opinions shall replace the formJr

'

Whenyou see vegetation parched up by the fervours of a sunblazing with irresistible fierceness'; the heat, by^L ther"

rrhV^T' '^'S' 'J
^7^' «"d ^efrigerat^rs^necessary

1 P« th T^^ ""f" '
^'Shtnings flashing, thunders peaTmg earthquakes rocking, tornadoes leveUing the forestsandstrewmg the earth with the ruins of habLionswh chhave crushed their owners, your mind will be differently

disposed towards the equ.noctial regions, and your hear^wll yearn after hyperborean lands, wiih their solemn
forests of pme and spruce, and their heavy garments of kersey and fearnauglu. The exchange ofnanLl., ev%4ens,and orange groves with the general debilitv mental and
corporeal, of the low latitude^; for tlie peSc'l s ve ityof chmate m the h,gh, with the strength of mind, firmnesiof purpose alacrity of feeling, and physical ener.^v, which
usually belong to It, is not so great a disparag^'menrof
he wisdom of him that mokes it, as some may suppose

lirbrr'/'T^r'^T/'^ " "^^" neither^-diot^o;
lunatic, because he followed the wild ducks in their migra-

K% ,-i
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tions from a torrid to a temperate climate, though his ob-

iect were neither to moult normcubate.
, , ,,

I have said that I did not set immediately about the

business which had carried me to the island. When one

first goes on shore after having been for some time on the

water, he feels for a while very indolent, and does not

relish active exertion. He wanders about, especially if he

has seen little of the world, and nothing of the particular

spot, stargazing, looking at this, that, and the other, tnking

street by street in his peregrinations, divmg into churches,

diagonalling squares, taking the altitude and superficies of

churches and public buildings, and if he is not past the age

of threescore-and-ten, peeping under every cottage-bon-

net, and into every honeysuckle-bower and halfcurtained

window, for a pretty face. It is not to be doubted that I

went to see all the lions; withal I visited Port Royal, the

scene ofthe most dreadful earthquake which ever happened

in the West Indies, that of 1692, of a great fire m 1 i03,

and of a heavy and destructive hurricane at a ater period.

There was a superstition connected with this ill-fated place

which I took some pains to investigate. Be it known to

every lover of the marvellous, be it remembered by every

believer in the supernatural, that, after fort Royal was

sunk bv the earthquake, for many weeks, fiddling and

dancini, cursing and swearing, could be phunly heard be-

low bv any one who would take the trouble to listen. It

was asserted that if you went to that part of the "Palisado

ahe neck of land upon which the town was built) which

was devastated by the "quake," and laid your ear to the

earth, you would hear very lively doingsm the halls of the

universal mother, I tried the experiment faithfully, bu

the sounds were not audible, or the revellers were at

lunch, or taking a nap.

It will be deemed an odd taste, and a more than candid

acknowledgment, that I spent the greater part of my

time for some days among the slaves. I felt an anxious

wish to learn their actual condition. I had heard much

said, among the people of my own country, of the cru-

elties practised upon them, and knew that there was, at

that time, a warm controversy raging about them m the
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old world. I knew the « philanthropists" in England
were giving the West India slave-owners jkm-ers upon
every round. Then I had heard horrid stories from Jack
Reeve, whose veracity nobody doubted, of what he had
seen in his "Ingee voiges." The very last time he was
there he saw seven niggers carbonadoed, and afterward
roasfed in a "dry pan with gradual fire," just as that vera-
cious old chronicler of the iniquities of Romanism, Fra

r IST^. ^^'"' ^^^ ^^^ heretics served in the inquisitions
ot 1 oledo and Saragossa. "And what," said Jack, " dy'e
think was the cause of this hellish iniquity ?"

All answered " they could not even guess."
" Why, nothing at all, no more than that they chanced

to sneeze before breakfast."

Then he saw ten thousand other enormities of a kindred
nature. Beheading was so common that the diversion
would not draw so many together as the nicking a horse's
tail would m New-England. Whipping was the planter's
pastime, mutilating and maiming so much of a pleasure
that It was seldom allowed to be a solitary one, and the
flaying alive of a stout wench was absolutely an occasion
for a feast and ball. The " killing by flea-biting, the punc-
turing and scanfying to induce fly-blowing, and the kick-
ing to death by grasshoppers, belonged, by prescription, to
the ladies

; but the digging out eyes by custom, or the com-
mon law of Jimeka, to those of the male sex, who were
verging on manhood." " Poor creatures I" « unhappy be-
ings !" " miserable sons of Africa !" and three groans from
the bystanders.

Now, before I was ten years of age, I knew there was
such a thing as—fudge ; and before I was four years older,
had the sense to apply the term to Jack's and similar
stones of negro suffering, I had no doubt that, occasion-
ally, the slaves m the West Indies, and every wh-^re else
where slavery obtains, either by law or from circumstances,

^!P^^^
cruelly and brutally used, doomed to every kind

of sufl[ering, beaten, starved, even maimed or butchered. I
had seen enough of what had actually taken place in the
relation of master and servant, to form some idea of what
might happen in that of master and slave. But I argued
against the probability that the hard and cruel usage com-
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plained of was general. Slaves are the wealth of their

masters, said I : men are careful of their wealth ;
ergo,

they are careful of their slaves. This was a natural syllo-

gism ; if it had not been, probably it would not have pre-

sented itself to the mind of a boy : and though it leaves

out the motive to good treatment, it established the fact,

and that is all I care about at this moment.

I went then to the West Indies with no exaggerated

notions of the cruelty of masters to their slaves. I knew

that masters could be cruel, for I had seen one hung for

beating his apprentice-boy to death. But I said to myself,

men feed their beasts of draught well, and when they are

dragging a heavy load they frequently stop the team, to

rest and breathe it. It was simple reasoning, but it kept

me out of errors and fallacies, and so far performed what

wisdom did for Jesus the son of Sirach, "gave me good

judgment to the intent that those who are desirous to

learn may profit." 1 then saw what I have since seen,

that, with a few exceptions, the slaves, both in the West

Indies and the southern colonies, now states of America,

are better fed, and have less to do, and, taking the respec-

tive climates into view, are better clothed and housed, and

in a happier condition, than the peasantry of European

countries generally. True, they work—at certain seasons

of the year—very hard ; at other seasons, their labours are

just enough to keep the scurvy away. They have time

allowed them, both in the islands and on the continent, for

cultivating their allotments of ground, or gardens, and for

carrying their provisions to market. 1 could enlarge upon

the privileges which the negro enjoys ; the advantages he

derives from his situation over and above those who are

placed, in all save a nominal independence, in a state of

equal abjeclness, without the claim which, as a species of

wealth, he makes upon his master for support in time of

dearth, and protection from danger. Talk of a Oeole's

beating a negro ! why, he is too lazy to do it. Were he to

atten)pt it, there would be one big blow, and the hand

would fall powerless from constitutional lassitude. Has

the reader never heard of the Creole mistress bidding "Sal!

to tell Sue to tell Phillis to come and pick up the pini"

The labour of whipping a negro would be quite too much
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for a Creole. I can fancy him breathless and faintin^r from
the task of inflicting a dozen lashes.

°

It was not more from a wish to do that which one seldom
gets thanks for—set tha world to rii^hts, than to study the
genus mart m a new species, that I was induced to pay re-
pcated visits to the market-place, and other places where the
negroes congregated in the greatest numbers. You might
see, every day, an epitome of Africa, a grouping of the chil-
dren ofa continent in the vegetable-markets, or on the slave-
marts of Kingston. Here was the Mandingo, black, but
not glossy-black, like his neighbour the Koromantyn, or
« Gold Coast ;" his hair bushy and crisped, not woolly like
that of the other, but soft and silky to the touch : and his
lips not so thick, nor his nose so flat, nor his mouth,
though wide enough, not so wide as the other's by thirty
inches. There stood the timid, fearful Eboe, his skin of
a sickly yellow hue, the conformation of his face so like that
of a baboon that *' Jacko" rose involuntarily to your lips
as the proper designation for the creature, and, before you
knew It, your hand was in your pocket in search of nuts
to feed him with. Beyond him was the Congo, his com-
plexion a deep black, small and slender in stature, forming
the most perfect contrast to be imagined to the fearless
and intrepid, large-limbed and stout-hearted Gold Coast.
It was a moving panorama, and I enjoyed it.

I learned a great deal, in these rambles, of their opinions
and practices, manners and customs. It was interesting
to hear how they became slaves ; for, if it originated in
war, the narrative was, in effect, the history of that war ; if
it originated in paternal crueltv, it was usually a story of
deep tragic interest. Perhaps it imbodied the circum-
stances of a successful intrigue, or a blighted passion—its
hero an Oroonoko, its heroine a Yarlco.
Then tlieir superstitions. I have already given the

reader to understand how great is my reVerence for
national superstilions. The opinions which a people
may entertain of the Supreme Being are always entitled
to the deepest respect and attention. Whether he be the
Areskoui of the Hurons, or the Accompong of the Koro-
mantyns

; whether their paradise, like that of the Eboes
and Papaws, be their own parched and burning regions, or
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like that of the North American Indians, " a valley clothed

with eternal verdure, and bright with never-failing glad-

ness," the superstition, wild though it seem, is but primeval

faith debased, the religion of the Bible perverted. In my
opinion, these superstitions should be reckoned among

the immediate proofs that man feels, instinctively, the ex-

istence of a Deity, and that, when he sees " God in the

clouds, or hears him in the winds," he affords, by this very

ignorance, a stronger evidence of the existence of a Great

First Cause than could be furnished by the most elaborate

arguments of the philosopher and man of science, even

—

I will risk the saying it—the theologian. Learned sub-

tlety may do wonders towards supporting a weak cause, but

how can there be a mistake in him who opens no book but

the book of nature, takes no lesson in divinity but from an

instinct—placed in his bosom—graven on his soul by Him

who gave him being ?

If 1 sometimes found food for sober reflection among the

slaves, I derived infinite amusement at others. They have

their allotted hours and days for sports and pastimes. That

in which they most delight, and oftenest indulge, is dancing.

I do not feel myself authorized to say that there was either

elegance or science in their steps, but I can bear full testi-

mony to their activity and perseverance. Their music is of

a novel kind, for it is a fact that " they prefer the inharmo-

nious sounds produced by beating on a board to the finest

harmony produced by the favourite instruments of the

white people." The loudest noise is, in their opinion, the

sweetest music. Every Sunday afternoon, upon holyday

afternoons, and sometimes in the evening, after their labours

were ended for the day, you might see them dancing upon

the spacious and verdant lawns which surround the city

upon three sides. As the moon, in these climates, is very

brilliant, the absence of the daylight is no hindrance to the

pursuit of any amusement, or, indeed, any labour ; and the

negro then pursues his pleasure with the ardour which

marks his disposition when he is about what he likes, and

what has not been named as a task.

i*;'

'"-ii*"*,,
''
Hlnii i l llg^yg
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CHAPTER XII.

There was
gave me

one scene I frequently witnessed which
-

I- u r^?^^ »P.^'"' ^"^ ^^^"^'^ ' set down as the most
odious " feature

'
m negro slavery. And here let me re-

mark that I am no advocate for slavery. I deprecate its
introduction mto the western world; I deprecate its con-
tinuance there

; but I hold that, as the evil will be per-
petuated by the impossibility of revoking or suppressing
the measure, all that we can do will be to make the con-
dition sit as light and easy upon its subjects as possible.We cannot manumit the slaves on the soil, we cannot re-move them ma mass to Africa. Let us be content, then,
wi h binding down the masters to good treatment by legal
fetters, and with anathematizing the "Lord of Guinea?"*
Bartholomew de las Casas, Sir John Hawkins, and the
Assiento company.
The odious " feature" to which I allude is the frequent

separation of families, by selling them, in portions or singly,
to different masters. I do not so much allude to the pSrt-
ing of husbands and wives, because the frailest web ever
spun in the loom of Arachne has ten times the strength of
a negro niatrimonml connexion. But it is a different thine
when a child is taken from the breast to pass into the hands
ot another than the owner of its mother.
Four days after my arrival, J was present at the sale of

a lot of new y-imported negroes, where a thing of the kind
would have happened but for my interference. A child
three or four months old, was " knocked down" to another
than the purchaser of its wretched mother, for the sum of
SIX pounds ten shillings and sixpence, Jamaica currency.
Ihe mother was a young and pretty Koromantyn, not
more than sixteen : it was her first and only child. The
purchaser came and demanded his property'; she resisted

i\.L7^^ ?'1^°^
^u"**"*^^.

*°°^ ""« *^*'° '^t the time of his building
he slavo-forts on the African coast, in 1481, the era of the introduc:
tion of the practice of slavery.

Vol. H.—11



122 HAVERHILL.

If^ l
> *i

wn

piti

with all the strength and power supplied by maternal

tenderness, aided by the particularly savage—to an enemy,

fond in regard to their olFspring—disposition of the Koro-

mantvns. The buyer, however, was used to such scenes,

and paid no regard' to her tears and entreaties. Finding

that he had not strength enough to accomplish the separation

unaided, he called his overseer, and, between them, they

effected it—not, however, till they had in the struggle cast

the mother to the earth, bruised and bleeding.

This was a novel scene to me, and one which roused

the keenest sensibilities of my nature. It came to my mind

that I had once a kind and tender mother, and 1 asked

myself how she would have felt and acted had I been

wrenched from her in the way they had torn this negro

boy from his mother's breast. I had about me rnoney

enough to buy him back at the price paid for him in the

first instance, and I determined, ill-provided as I was with

the sinews of charity, to try how I should sleep upon a

deed of benevolence. I followed the purchaser to the

outside of the crowd collected to the sale, and asked him

if he would part with the child. He was quite unwilling

to do so, and made great sport of my sympathy with the

African mother, but at length I prevailed upon him to re-

linquish his purchase, repaid him his money, and gave the

child to its mother.

I had little difficulty in making her understand that the

child was restored to her, to be her own, and that she was

to nurse, and keep it about her afterward. No words can

express the gratitude which flashed from her eyes, and

none but those who have seen a spaniel testifying affection

for its master, when the twain have just niade up a quar-

rel, and master professes himself satisfied with puppy's con-

trition, can have any idea of the odd gestures she made

use of, and the any thing but picturesque attitudes she

threw herself into to convince me that she was grateful. In

this instance, about the only one I ever knew among the

race, and some asserted the first ever heard of in Jamaica,

she knew the father of her child, and then there came his

thanks and gratitude. He had not been purchased by the

same master, but what, in his estimation, and, doubtless, in

tlie estimation of both, amounted to a fur better thing, he
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would be sent to a plantation so near that on which his
wife was to be employed that he could form other con-
nexions, without being under her jeulous eye, yet see her
and his child as often as he liked. An arrangement like
this IS considered by this sensual and licentious race the
positive acme of enjoyment. Of all humiin beings, the
negro is the most thoughtless and improvident: I do not
believe he could be made, in a time of famine -wide-
spreading famine—to take measures for securing food a
day a-head, unless he should be urged to it by the applica-
tion of the whip. He would starve in the midst of plenty,
unless a more careful friend than himself stood caterer,
and planted fields with an eye to his support.*
Upon the seventh day after my arrival, Mr. Brydone,

one of the gentlemen to whom I brought letters, returned
to the city, and I waited upon him to deliver them. I
lound him a genuine Creole, indolent and high-tempered,
but generous and hospitable to a fault. Having stated to
him the object of my visit to the island, I received his
promise of assistance. Our search for my sister com-
menced early the next morning, and in two hours' time
we had traced the dear fugitive to, perhaps, a better home
than she could hope to find on earth—my search had
terminated

; she lay in the city cemetery. Will it be
believed that the circumstance gave me heartfelt satisfac-

* " How is it," said a Colonel Bourke to a gentleman whom I knew

Lter\Ln ^T^ " ''^' ^°"^ ^'^^ ^' ^'^^ P"^^^- ^-ts somS
ouark;»rw\;:rc'r„erG7at«;^^ ^^^"^^^'^^^^^ ^^^"^

" I do ;" was the reply.
«Novy I, being a very cruel master, impose upon my slaves the labour

ot digging them, as they want tfiem, and the consequence is that I save
at least twenty per cent." * n«.*«

There is nothing false or exaggerated in this view of negro improvi-
dence. A negro slave will be at the point of starving before he will,of himself, take the least measure to procure food. Whenever youhear of an mstance of a free negro acquiring property,-when you seeh, mind exercised on the future and caring fo? to'-moSow or next year!-you may rest assured that there has been a crossing of his bloodWith another and difterently-constituted race,_to use the West-Indian
phrase, you may " look behind his ears at once," with the certainty of

pSssib!y\'^
''^"^ ^^^" *^''" "'^ """'^^'^ ^^"^''^ ''^n

V
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tlon—that I lojoiccil in the home she had found ? What
lurtlicr business can she have on eurtli,\vho,at the age of six-

teen, has parted with iier fair fame ? None, bcHeve me,
none. Tliough those beautiful hues, beginning " Wiien
lovely woman stooj)s to folly," have been (juoted till tliey

have become the most hackneyed of all (juotations, still

they may be repeated in the ears of too confiding women,
with as much j)rofit as on the day they came liesh and
waiin from the fount of inspiration.

We were enabled to gather the following particulars rela-

tive to my dear lost sister. She arrived at the island in

the cartel-boat which brought prisoners from IMartinique.

Inuncdiately upon her arrival, she commenced her inqui-

ries for her bctiavcr. lie was not to be found, and the

wretched girl sunk under the disappointment. She had
taken lodgings in the house of a quadroon* woman,
one of that unhappy class so common in the West Indies,

who, having devoted the morning of life to the guilty plea-

sures of man, are recompensed in its wane by his neglect
and desertion. But none have hearts so open to charity

as these " people of colour." I have no doubt my dear
sister experienced, in her last illness, as much and as con-
stant kindness as she would have received under her
father's roof.

From Dinah I learned many things which gave me unut-
terable consolation, even amidst the poignant grief I endur-
ed. Dinah was not religious in any sense of the word, but
she entertained for those who were the respect and awe
which even the vilest sinner feels himself compelled to pay
to tiie Christian—from an overpowering consciousness that

the Almighty is " with his spirit." Dinah told me, in her
own broken English, that " my sisser pray, pray all de
time. She say she was vcxj vile gal, but she hope God
forgib her. She say, mebbe she bring her ole parents, her

good fadder and modder wid sorrow to de grave, but she

hope God forgib her. And she die wid de Great Name
on her lip."

She was not communicative on the concerns of her

family, nor about the aifair which had made her an outcast

* The offspring of a mulatto woman, by a white man, is denomi-
nated, in the English islands, quadroon.
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from it. She bode her kind hostess call her « Snllv " l^,#

to imply a dereliction of vtlXcj/'^J^'^^^^^^^^

Sh«"J'*^
''"''^ .°^ ^""^ Haverhill lie. hero vShe was born at-^ i„ New-Englanron the

' ^

A J J- J ^ olh of April. 1742.And d,ed, October 4th, 1759, of a broken heart."

wlien the remembrance of their errors nnrl f«i ;«

iidve
1 read on a tombstone a eulocv attributinrr tn ut

i a far diff/;^
^^°' '^™'^ ^y ^"K' '""i been ?on-suiied, a tar different class ot qualities "from that of faith,

• 1.1*

li

N» •miVtan:



196 HAVEUIIILL.

%.
I II M

{ ' ,\

hope, charity, brotherly love, temperance, sobriety, chastity,

resignation, meekness," &c. «Scc. would have been madf the

types of his life and practice. No, no ; let the tombstone

be what it was originally intended it should be, and nothing

else, a memento mori to the sleeper's own immediate pos-

terity and generation, a mere record that he was born and

died on such a day. If he lius been very eminent, liistoiy

will speak of it ; if his merit is but a remove below, it

will live in oral remembrance for a hundred years ; if he

were mean or bad, why strive to perpetuate his insignifi-

cance or worthlcssness ?

On the evening of the day after I had performed the

last office I could ever render to the dust of my beloved

sister, I took one of my customary strolls through the out-

skirts of the city. It was now what people, living in a

northern latitude, Avould call late in the season, but in these

climes verdure is perennial—that is, it owes neither its

birth nor death to summer nor winter, but to the recurrence

of the wet and the dry seasons. Upon these the sward is

solely dependent for its livery of brown or of green.

The autumnal season of rains usually commences in

Jamaica about the beginning of October. In 1759, it did

not set in so soon by ten days, but the quantity which had

fallen at the time of my arrival—the first of November

—

was sufficient to call up the latent shoots ofgrass, and cover

the earth with a luxuriant and brightly-tinted herbage.

They had helped to ripen that portion of fruit which still

hung on the boughs, and to infuse a livelier principle of

germination into that whicii was just formed. Some of

the orange-trees were in ftill bloom—some exhibiting fruit

in all its different stages, together with that which, I sup-

pose, a metaphysician would call the " abstract principle"

of fruit—a bud—a blossom—a little petal, just begiiming to

round itself, in pregnancy with an orange. Notiiing can

be more charming—that is, there is only one object more
charming, than these plantations of orange and lime-trees.

While the eye is delighted with the verdant foliage, and

the abundance of beautiful flowers scattered among it,

the nostril is regaled by the thousand delicious scents witii

which the air is filled. Nor does the sense of hearing re-

main without its share of gratification, though it is not des-

-.t ..Mtid^rK..
{

verando



BAVERHlLt.

)riety, chastity,

been nmde tlio

tlic toinhstnne

te, and nothing

urnedluto pos-

! was born and
ninent, history

love below, it

J years ; if lie

e his insignifi-

)erformcd the

>f my beloved

irougli tlie out-

le, living in a

•n, but in these

cs neither its

the recurrence

ic the sward is

of green,

lommences in

In 1759, it did

tity which had

f November

—

:ass, and cover

nted herbage,

iuit which sTill

r principle of

ed. Some of

exhibiting fruit

t which, I sup-

ract principle"

St beginning to

Nothing can

jc object more

uid lime-trees,

lit foliage, and

red among it,

)us scents with

of hearing re-

;h it is not des-

197

ncd to equal del.ght and variety. Nature has been nro.|u c of oruaincnt to the birds of'the torrid zone,SToIt the pnncely iamingo, a bird as large as a swan a luas an officer of the guards, and still more sanguine 'Za,^they have the humming-bird, perhaps the mc^t beauShe tribe „i winch t holds .! <lisp!ited piacc,!:formany

In Bliapo no bijrgcr than an agato itoaoUn tliu lorcfinycr of an alderman.

one^nmsu!t"!J7T''^ T'^"
''''•^"^ my enthusiastic love ofone pui suit is contmually carrying me oil; is, that Nature

Sm.^"li "V/.r ''V^^P'^^' birds' grealtaut ofplumage, las denied them the " voice and car" which shehas given to the birds of Europe I do nnt m^nn
that the former are entirely ^ifhout mdody."Sl2ing-bird will sing you a very pretty stave, but he 00^0^8tired, and ends with a nervous note, meant as an excusejust as a young lady plays a cadenza, by way of finale toa bore, or her grandmother. The song ot^the dove is

insects which buzz around you comes in aid of forest min-

Sands.'
'"^"^' ^'"' "'^^ '" an evening strollTn these

To resume my story. I had several times, in mvambles passed a beautiful orangery, a little way from ?own^

rain /h"' f
''"'?'

^'^'''^f^ "J^^" '^ abundance of adS
ration, though not more than it deserved, and was eachtime, struck with a Yankee curiosity to pr^ a httTe htoitsrecesses. It struck me suddenly Ithat n6w wa aToidtime to gratify my wish ;-the gate was opch,-^thereTas

After walking for a short time in the more open partsof the garden, among cliiromoya and pimento "re^es I
turned down a dark alley which led diVccdy to a lowdoor or postern, in the spacious froni veranda of t^e

>erandas, being useful as a protection from the heat and to

J
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if?

shed off rain, are found attached to almost every house.

There were several apertures cut in the frames which sup-

ported the vines and creepers in the sides of this alley,

within which framed door-posts and lintels were set.

Around these the various creeping plants of that volup-

tuous climate,—plants so vigorous, that if ever a commu-
nication is established between Terra and Saturn, it will

either be by means of Jack's bean-tree or a Jamaica purple-

flowering clematis,—had been permitted to twine them-
selves so as completely to hide the wood-work from all

whose eyes were less curious than mine. These aper-

tures, or passages, led to recesses, or alcoves, furnished

with benches and low cane chairs, and lighted, more for

show than use, though the thick foliage excluded the beams
of the moon, each by a small lamp, suspended from the

arched and jasmine-flowered roof. I sat down upon one
of these benches, nearly hidden from view by the

branches which, thickly covered with leaves and blossoms,

protruded themselves through the trelliswork that formed
the interior sides of the arch. The air was so full of
sweets as almost to '> oppressive.

I had hardly taken my seat, and found leisure sufficiently

to admire this delightful conservatory, when a lady, beau-
tifully, but chastely dressed, came out of the postern, and
bounded with a light and dancing step into the alcove next,

and but a few feet from me. The vines upon the sides of
that in which I sat were not quite so closely woven, nor
the foliage so matted as to prevent my obtaining a full

view of the fair apparition. She appeared young—say
seventeen, rather tall, and, like the females of the mild
climates generally, exquisitely shaped, and remarkably
graceful in her walk and attitudes. No females that have
ever come under my observation have such hands, feet,

and delicate proportions as the creolian ladies of the West
Indies. Their forms are almost faultless. As this fair

creature passed in a dancing step by me, and the light

from one of the lamps suspended on the orange bough fell

upon her face, 1 felt quite sure I could distinguish the pecu-
liar cast of features and shade of complexion which mark
the blended offspring of the races of Europe and Africa in

its fourth or fifth remove from the blood of the latter. (In
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tt ku!rt!l''\^t' f^'^r^"
'^'^ former quadroon,

t le latter miisiee.) Her hair, lonff, black as a coal inH
slightly curled at the ends and upoS the forehead fclHnST rr T.' ?•

"^^'' «f ^"^P^--g whken ss and

everbehed- ,"!?• 1^'^^^^^^^.^"^^^-^""^^^ shoulders I

reDucmtce ;/hr '1 "^'
'^u"t^*

^"^ ^^ ^he stiffness and

loclslf^ho.P " ^'"^'^,' ly^^r^ b^^«"g' i» general, to the

from the nnmilTTr""^' S^^ "^^ "^^ tl^"« far removed

iirctcian W •

^''''"'
•
•""' ^'^^ ^«« '^either Roman

been efther H^ l"!' ^PT^'r^^ «"^^ ^^an if it hadoeen eitner. Her lips looked like a c eft rose-bud her

ats™ '''"''""^ '^^P^^'' ^"^ '''' ^h-k was colou£

coW 1f^> T' *''\'^"^' ^""^''""^h ^« it was white, acolour—if It be a colour—which I recommend to allyoung ladies as that which best sets off maSoveliness
unfortunately, they seldom choose it, but appear LS^^dress which is anything but true taste. The robe worn byths lady was a plam muslin; r sprig of evergrrenwa^mtertwmed with the gold chain which,"fastenedfound herneck, felllow m front upon her bosom. A cluster of ro^'buds just opemng, depended from her waisSand andone fully blown was placed in her hair. A smSl hand ofdazzling whiteness, adorned with more rings tha„ are

Eed\T" K^
"""^-^^^ ^^^^^«' ^"d f little foot!incased m a vj^hite satm sandal, were other admiredfeatures of this beautiful girl.

auimrea

Secrecy appeared to have nothing to do with her walk
for as she seated herself in the alcove, she ung! wTth a
full and dear voice, and in tones exquisitely foft and
thrilling the song printed below. Now, I have before
observed, that negroes arc not remarkable for posses S^^good voices. I never knew a full-blooded African whfcould have sung a good song, even if he had known^hewords to which the music was adapted. The voic^of he

Were I to name my earthly lot,

I ,J Y ^° ™^ ^'^^^' ^^"^ and whither,
1 a choose me out a lonely spot,
And carry gentle Emma thilher,

k
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And this should be thy soft retreat,

Thou pride of England's beauteous daughters;

A bower where love and peace should meet,

A blissful isle of woods and waters.

They sing in eastern song of lands,

Elysiums of happy lovers,

By which a watchful angel stands

To see that naught unholy hovers.

They said it of the solitudes,

Where love with happiest heart reposes

;

Where, far from all peace-wrecking feuds,

He sleeps upon a couch of roses.

When she had finished this, she leaned her head on her

hand for awhile, in the attitude of listening. No one

came—if one was expected ; and she resumed her min-

strelsy with the following

SONG OF THE SPANISH LADY. r

Why comes he not ? 'tis now
The hour when lovers meet

;

The moonbeam through the orange bough
Falls, struggling, at my feet.

Soft eve has chased the noon,
The sultriness of day ;

The zephyr shakes the lemon bloom-
Then, why is he away ?

He said that he would come
When dews began to fall

;

It ever was his wont to come
When night had spread her pall.

He dared the stormy lake.

He trod the haunted grove,

He was not one would lightly break
His promise to his love.

Hush ! sighing winds, be hushed !

I hear his dipping oar ;

His frail bark through the ripple brushed,

Can lover venture more ?

He dares a jealous lord.

He risks the lance's harms,
And he shall find the wished reward

—

I'll clasp him in my arms.

As she warbled the last stanza of this soft invitation to

her absent lover, a fine looking young man, in the naval

have
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3ft invitation to

an, in the naval

costume of Great Britain, with the bold sten whJ.hbelongs to the profession of arms, makinffth^t n^nf!^ •

lamp, and the peculiar post on in which th«„ l\.,^

T?i ""l. " ^^ "^'°^ on^ th°nrhow*er-It ^'T.Enghsh. My curiosity was soon tSnsS froSXfea ures of the gentleman to the matter of ,LS *

""
You wifr^'^''^",

"» -dT" fairlLtS^'"^"^

retto"sjL5T''r,'' ^"^'^ '» '°™. sweet Mar^a-

TaveC kent ?.!;.™
'''

"k
"' y«» ™'t "ot, dearestT I

Sted^ha^ofTJ CerC oT '~
?T'"''''

'» ^
breat^twicesincTlTcrd-pfrSsioiit^^^t^n

"And did you really fly, Charles ?»
Yes, my love, flew."

"What a ' lame duck' to be out of bre?th with . fl- i.
of some two or three miles, " «=,,i u

°™™.with a flight

rately. "Charles vn,?„^M
^ \he. 'aughmg immode-

no. Lr high etugCoM ™™' ''^ Icarus-you could

.e:oJ?inr:erTanZ^ kt^l r^t^^o"^^:!^^ "^'^

39h«=x^^^itt£?K=
wi.h'^our'f^hlni! ;„" r^ 'a'vVdttthir

'^'^
now I am here1o%rove m"y c^strniyX";"t/r

us estimate their worth in the mnrk«*? a ^ ,
™

perjured heart—"
^^^

'
^ cracked and

" Vll stop your mouth.'*

r hH

V

J
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"Be quiet, I tell you. A hand—bless me, how hard the

ropes have made it—rendered wortiiless from having been

offered to a dozen before, and rejected by all ; a fortune

reduced, by tailors' bills, to the value of a Port-Royal ball-

ticket, £2 : 10 : 0—a life mortgaged to the king—and

liberty only parted with to be resumed at the expiration

of one poor month. By my computation you have made

me a cheap offer."

"Jesting still ! This is cruel, Miss Shadwell."

« Miss Shadwell ! Ah, now you have taken a terrible

miff. Address me as ' madam,' and 1 shall be sure that

our quarrel is as nearly irreconcilable as a quarrel can be

where "

"What?" ,. , ^ K
" Where, I am sure that one, I have reason to think both,

of the silly children would not, for the wealth of Ind, make

the breach eternal."
« Dear, sweet Margaretta ! precious confession ! my own

love I but why will you not put an end to this tormenting

suspense ? Why, my beloved, will you not consent to be-

come mine by the sweetest of all human ties ? I have

given you every proof of my honourable intentions. I

have offered testimonials sufficient to place my character

beyond the reach of suspicion."

« My ftither."

" And what of him, my love ?"

"1 have told you that he will never consent to our union."

"Will not consent to our union?"

"You may remember, Charles, that I said as much

when you were here last."

"It is impossible—utterly impossible," resumed the

lover, " impossible that he should be so blind to his own in-

terests, if insensible to—I hope I speak your thoughts, my

love—to your happiness, as to refuse me your hand. I am

of an honourable and honoured family ; not a beggar, and

rising in an honourable profession. My conduct has been

irreproachable, my courage undoubted, to both of which

circumstances many men of the first standing in this city

will testify."

" Still he will not consent. Wealth he cares nothing

for—he has enough to make the fortunes of half a dozen.
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to our union.

said as much

But having, at an early period of his life, been injured by
his countrymen, he has conceived so strong a dislike to
them that I doubt whether he would accept hfe itself at
their hands."

" Is his antipathy so deep-rooted ?"

" {' jf .5
and he gave a proof of it in his refusal to admit

you to his house. He denied you, you said, with great
rudeness, and bade you begone, as he would a dog, though

uu ?J^" XT°
most esteems had spoken to him in yo^

behalt. Never will he consent to our union."
« I will be satisfied without it, dearest," said the lover,

passionate y. "Give me your own sweet consent, my
charming little Creole—confide yourself entirely to yourown Charles

; and with a shake of the Bellona's fore-top-
sail, we will pay our debt of gratitude to your father."

And you would persuade me to desert my only remain-
ing parent?" said she, reproachfully; « I could not have
expected this from a man boasting of his honour and
uprightness. And yet," she continued, laying her snowy
little hand upon his shoulder, and looking in his face with
an expression so aifectionate, so beautifully innocent, that
I could not wonder it threw him into raptures, « I will do
you the favour to believe that the solicitations which would
ead an innocent girl astray, were suggested solely by your
love to my unworthy self. You are offended I see."

^
"Not offended, but grieved, Margaretta. I love you

truly and tenderly, Heaven be the witness of my sincerity
Are you not doing yourself as well as me a great, perhaps
an irreparable injury, when you throw away a devoted
heart from an idle attachment to form ? I must so mv
love, for my captain bade me be in his cabin at ten, and it
draws near the hour. When shall I see you again ?"

^'iP^ ^P after to-morrow, at nine, in this arbour."
When the lady saw him about to depart, she threw into

her voice and manner a much greater degree of aflfection
than she had shown before. The quick eye of the lover
saw It, and, turning hastily back, he said, « I sometimes
persuade myself, Margaretta, that I am not so indiflerent
to you as I seem to be."
The lady sighed gently, while she said, " If you think I
Vol. II.—12

h^mim'1111

K#
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care nothing for you it were useless to seek another inter-

i

mnii

V "K

view."
" I do not

f t i

will not think so, my beloved," said the Bri-
ton, tenderly. " I will think you have shown for me as
much affection as so modest and retired a maiden should.

But I must go ; farewell ! Margaretta. And do, sweet,
by the time of our next meeting, reason yourself into a
resolution to leave kith and kin with your own sailor-boy,

who loves you as he does his life. Go with him to the
gray halls, in which his jovial ancestors ate, drank, slept,

and sometimes danced down the reel of life, with little

creatures as lovely as yourself, and, depend upon it, you
^all never regret the step, nor wish its consequences
undone." Having kissed the hand tendered him with
much apparent satisfaction—and the cheek which was not
rendered with more, he departed.

He had been gone scarce a minute, when a tall gaunt
figure who had evidently been listening, dressed in yellow
nankeen breeches, a loose dressing gown of the same, and a
waistcoat ofgreen taffeta, forming altogether a very singu-

lar dress, entered the arbour, and placed himself at her
side. He wore upon his head the straw hat peculiar to

those islands, with a very broad brim, and peaked crown
—in the Spanish West Indies they call them sombreroSf

and carried in his mouth a long pipe, or " hookah," from
which he occasionally drew and emitted clouds of smoke.
Depositing upon the bench his huge hat, the brim of which
was so large as to make it answer the purposes of an
umbrella, he displayed to my view a singularly thin and
swarthy visage, with high cheek-bones, a large mouth
scantily furnished with teeth, and an eye, as I thought,

fraught with much cunning and duplicity. He seemed to

be rather more than fifty years of age, but in the low lati-

tudes, and beneath what horticulturalists would call the
* forcing glasses of the equinox," to the eyes of one accus-

tomed to the protracted vigour of a northern climate, four-

teen oftentimes seems twenty, and forty-five possesses the

enfeebled limbs, and failing step of threescore. The pro-

verb applied to those who exhibit precocity of talent,

« early ripe, early rotten," has here a literal application.

Men spring up like mushrooms and perish almost as soon.
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smokllnii ^^''l?™^^.
^^^ seigneur, puffing out a cloud of

rv^^f ' 1 i^ ''"''u"?
^'^ ^'P' " well, and hSw prospers the

Url:l^.;^yt]^^^'^^ ^''^^' HaveVb^Jn'S

nro^ntiS'^h^'
"^'^^ ^ '?h ^"^wered, « The stratagem you

^
« How is'th"^r« i"^"'l!

^^«^^ t*^^" I could wisL'

sneak3h! t
^-Better than you could wish !-youspeak riddles

: I understand you not "

lan^Engrhmt."
"P^"' '' ^^° ^^^»S -« intend this gal-

Kr ^^^T^ ^ ''^ !-Powers of the earth, and the air and

peat the word-it is a new one in our vocabulary. Neverwas the sound heard beforefrom the lipsofdadordaughter."

in love befS-e.""
""' "'' ^''"' ^^^^^"" was nev«r

« Love
!
love !» he repeated, and broke into another ofthose ominous half,suppressed laughs, in which Keemedso prone to indulge. « Well, that be^ts the devH hSfNow here is what comes the nearest to diablerie ranrthmg I ever knew. A girl, whose amours are counttss asthe stars, and whose second passion is revenge, taflis of thatsacred feeling of virtuous bosoms called te WhvOrina child of my heart, because thou art Serned soexactly after me, both in mind and temner thar? no^

scarcely believe in the individually of^Ter^f us As"
that" ttfart to

^ '• ^r ^'^^"S^ ^ «^«^ ^^0" forgo "nthat thou art to rum thy sister; and I, through thee torevenge myself on him whose hand droVeSo ex^le^who has compelled me for near twenty years, to live an

STo the'SVJ''^^r"^ r^' and^ilrso lonV rsui^

"Zit'i'?^"' '^P^ ^^^^-S myowndfarEng-

wilhl5"ard tn";;:
'

f
°"^>' '^ ^"^^ accomplished all yourS k I wo^W '
n^'"-^

"'"'^^ ^^"^^«"« satisfactionin aoing it. 1 would still drive my s ster into madness if

hi?d feu?'fith?"V" i"
your bidding like a dmSii

some saUorV '
^

"^^^^
^^'^''^^d-

aske^rhife^K^^^ ^^^^^ «^--ge^" he

;,•,!> i'
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^'»f

" Do you wish me longer to entertain them ?"

" I do—more—you shall entertain them. By all the

gods, whether of Rome or Greece, I will have revenge on
the hated family of ." He sounded the name with

clenched teeth, and in so low a voice that I could not

make it out. "Never till now has there occurred a pros-

pect of revenge equal to my wish, deep as my hate, bitter

as my gall. \ marry my daughter—by a mulatto wei»ch

—herself little better tiian a prostitute, penniless, unless 1

choose, and with passions to make a paradise a hell, to the

heir of the house and honours of my foe—to the only sur-

viving male of the line. It is a revenge equal to my
hatred, and that is without limit or duration."

" Must I break the heart of the man I love ?"

: "Net all at once—only crack it—feed upon it as the

vultures fed upon the liver of Prometheus. Tlicy did not

—could not devour it at once, but ate it piecemeal : I

should be glad to pattern my revenge after that of the

gods upon the daring mortal, for theirs, I think, doomed to

eternal punishment. Hush I my daughter, do not speak

—we know each other, and will act according to that

knowledge. Hark ye, you must and shall continue the de-

ception, and be Margaretta Shadwell to the very moment
he receives you to his arms a bride. Then, or as soon

after as you please, acquaint him with the truth ; whisper

in his ear that he has wedded the illegitimate daughter of

Major Shadwell, by his African slave. Means shall not be

wanting to make him acquainted with the other traits in

your character, which—did I not hear the leaves move !

—

no, it was only the wind—^which will be worse thaii death

to his proud heart. And see that sufficient witnesses are

not wanting to your marriage ; for it shall be told in the

ears of his family, before two months are gone, and your

legal claims to the character of a wife, if disputed, vindi-

cated. And for the pecuniary means to enable you to do

all this wickedness, apply to your loving father. Good
night."

With these words he replaced his hat upon his head,

and left his daughter to meditate upon them. She reposed

her round and dimpled chin upon her hand for a few

minutes; and then rose and followed him through the

M

iv..i.i.i;-a.r,i..,,.
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p':S;„,^^fl?i^lif viewan^ contemplated .he

of her face, I coS'' ="lf
'^"Ifec'ed the da«l,„|E,ty

"Can the il'i spS'have ^ftra"»';iSg
""" ^^'^^

Uiliil;

CHAPTER XIII.

^vho was to be its vic?r K I ^T'''''
^"^"^"^ *« ^i™

gether attributed to philanthronv A '
^"'V"°* ^e alto-

sm of those born in a nar^wTD^herfnfT^^'
^^^ ^^«^«ing

the motive that prompted met th! ¥^' ^^s, I believe,
I employed the DrinrJ. ?i J^^ undertaking,

obtaining WlZ rZtCl*^'^ in
garden. Common renorPhn^^ *^® Proprietor of the
birthplace with thatK d ^^J^;^"^^^

bim the same
[ogue With his infamous dauthtP?f5 "1 ''"fted in his dia-

Jad been settled inlml™ ^^t^Enghnd. He
brought some property ^?h h?m T^? T'^'^' He
swollen into enormous wS ™' which had finally
bad always been known Tthe ishL "^"^lu^^ ^^^^^ he
circumstances had induced a S-"^' "^^l

^^^^^ell ; but
bis real name. He bad reportedE?" '^^* *?^« ^^^ «ot
home by the persecutionsThL .1.-^^ T' j""^^" fr^n^
score of the ladv who h!,5

"tenne brother, on th^
If such wemhlSlSKr'' ""? '° ">« i*"d!
she experienced from him i„ .

"^ ""P«™«s treatment
"sage could be inflS™d, CuM 112 .'T "^^ "''*'='' """d
for her desertion of her c^un rv. T. °> " P°<"' ««nra
fortunes in a distant hndj^rf ^'"f

'''
'? '"""""hi"

barred her from visitingor receivTnL- 'f
'""

i''f *« ^e-

-^o^ease. A„df:i^;^::Xit^X,'r§
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m
his common practice to invest a negro wench with au-

ODjeci oi
|- ^ tyrannise over her, her

SonrfirLo* her. and hi heart burst wlh the

"Maio"; Shadwcllwas now some,vhat in
?f^'M^f^

j'-

hp was fifty ; but his passions, together with the cnei-

v»tinfeSs of the climate, and a somewhat too free uje

;'Lli&cordials,had added at.^^

''^reS^lirr^^^^^^
Ja^'LTgesturl

?t wa slid tat he was unhappy ; though this fact, "hich
It was saia inai

learned from private habits, was

L'^„\^''ed a^ for\e gaveThe world'no opportunity to

^ceS the troth of the report. He saw no company.

.wThome or abroad ; he visited neither the house of

G^ noltdwelLgs of'men. The omission to do tte

rSTn'^hetimrng blwl. his refiisal to mix in the

circTes of dissipation and "colonial fashion was resented

TvWh much warmth and bitterness.
.1 u ^

Thrmulatto mistress, whose intrusion mto the hou e

haddS the legitimate mistress from it, anc eventually

t^ the grave, died^ few months after her, also leaving one

dauffhter, the Orina of my story.

There was a singular coincidence attending the birth
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and nrtwo°pSsstnp7!l''^ ^'^''® ^^ «» one dav
oluses and two Cm '

« , *'""" ""^ ^^^ *^^ ^ntbT
much in personaTTcatres aTtr^'^'^ ^^^^ «^h"' «o
height, in eaci, the same witl" n ho *»"!? T^'"' Their
the general contour of t^eir fn '^u^'

^^ °" '"^h, and
both as the wing of a ravTn Z''

'^"' ^?'^' ^^^'^ in
anguishing, the rSund anS'ped eh^'"';."'^'^^

^''^ «"d
the delicate hand and foot of., j^'"'

*'l^
''^^^

^'P* and
startling resemblance between them

' P/r^«'"^^d a most
that I could knowtheranar h^;,

* ^^^rned, however,
was rap d. snrwUiC I /^ "y observmg that Oiinn
while »far^S''wtpT„t?:'r/" ''"' '«?»"?"

Beheld ,,,^^ ^
nna

a„j „ ,ll
"' ^'"""sation.

further shade of differefce wo,,n1 '* '''='""''''y """de, a
felling source of comr? 1 "''' ^ *<""' '» 'hat never
remove f™m the AfrS^tffhT'fl ^/'"^^ineTheof the daughter of the muhtio S ''^ <=omplcxion

Sd™r^''"'''«-inTro^/^^^^^^^^

me that never were there ?1^ resemblance, informed
-"^positions anrc™duc,Ja7u''„1Z"' "ir ?"'''"' '»S
complexion of the races fmm,v£^'r.">« ''t^'''

°' ""e
Margaretta, the daughterTfTh„ v""'

'"°"'^''« «P™»g.
sweet tempered and Smi^blo .T, /"• ."""^ "markabiy
t? a fault/and belovedTv all'

""^^^''""'d pod, charitabl^
s«ler I The dispositionTf'he n™h»n""'*",]'?'' ""^ '"'f"
Pressed by the lines which You.r "'°"''' ''^ "-s" «-
Zanga to describe thrtTn ner „,S ^'.P"' 'V'"' "»""> of
men ofBarbary

:

^ "^ ""'' '^^'"'gs of his country.

h/bTst'^vitSSy"'!,""^''^ -r^ «'™.-ged in
the common theme of ,he Iv''.T"lt' '".'"S»^^^-^rl
«Pm.ons of the ^'^^^s'ZX^Z.t^

i
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nilit'i

supposes It. d^"''"''"" "K brinRthc people to witness,

.tandardwas not »o lo'. »8 to b^^^^^^

J^J^^ ^

'''*"lTo^the beauty prUniness, ami prospective for-

S to her least-indulged «'t:°Vl^rotnir„T4^
fury ; the hurr<=anes and tempest, of her owms^^^^

,^

refrpaeetrD t^^ffanS features of an angel.

lhi;VHona to unfold to^^^^^^^^^^^

-:5St^ntT^^::;t:tsSt^^^
r llSpasurTof the vindictive Creole, especial y if

mmMiinquiry W'";"
, -jj rgco ect that he had not, in

ice
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Imcagc. Was not this a good reason for thinking him
high in office ? I asked for the first Heutenant ; his servant
said he WU8 writing. Having been sent to him with a
message that a gentleman wished to see him on " import-
ant busmess/; the servant returned with an invitation tomo to go to his cabin.

I found a noble and most officerlike young man seated
at a writMg-desk, >yhom I had no difficulty iH recognising,
by the square shoulders and trim of the mustachios, to bemy hero of the garden. I had now leisure and opportu-
nity to scan his features. They were eminently handsome
and pleasing. He was very polite and sociable ; but
neither politeness nor sociability assisted me to " break the
ice of my secret. I believe he anticipated a communica-
tion ^yhlch I found difficulty in making-my hesitation and
taltenng gave him to understand as much.
At length I said ••the business, sir, which has procuredme the pleasure of this interview relates to yourself."He bowed, and I proceeded.
"Were it otherwise-were it my own concern, I

should feel less hesitation to speak of it, when perhaps. I
shall call down upon myself the reproach of being imperii-
nent, and of intermeddling with what does not concern
me. 1 must hope, however, that my motive will be receiv-
ed as my apology."

*^v-civ

Again he bowed, and his counttrtance began to exhibit
some appearance of curiosity.

caiuuh

arte""'^'^*
^^^^^^ *^^ ^^^* ^°" ^®^® ^" *^® Shadwell-

He sprung from his chair with the rapidity of a ball
winged from the ponderous engine of death upon which hewas leaning, and his face became first ashy pale, and then
of the colour of scarlet. « Eavesdroppers, ha ! spies, ha!"
he exclaimed, with a voice of phrensyf
There was that born in me which refused to cower

under a ook of wrath, even if deserved. I was on my

arLTdffer it.°°"
"' *""' '""* '' ''"^^ ^° '^^^^ ^'^^''^^^

as hi^^^*^^*^'"
^^'^ '' ^^^^ ^ '*^"® ^^ '^""^ ^^ peremptory

nm

:i<{

111
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" Were yoa or were you not a witness to the interview T

damnation ! wh^t am I saying V*

" To the interview at the Shadwell-gardens with one of
the daii^hters of the proprietor ? you would demand. I

was. Sit down, and let your anger subside. Banish
your suspicions of wrong done or intended to be done you,
they injure both yourself and me. Chance alone—and a
happy chance it was—made me a witness of your inter-

view. I have a disclosure to make."
He had succeeded in dispelling much of the anger from

his countenance, but it still retained the traces of great
anxiety. Securing the door of the cabin, he signed to

me to resume my chair, and took one himself near it.

" Begin, sir, if you please," said he. " I will hear you

;

and, whatever be the subject, calmly."
" Do you know the character of Major Shadwell ?"

" Perfectly—black, black as h—11. But does a relaticn

of his misdeeds form any part of the disclosure you medi>
tate making ?"

" Not at all. Do you know that of his daughter Orina ?"

" To be sure I do. The very counterpart of Old Yel-

low Breeches—double distilled iniquity. I wonder how
my sweet and spotless Margaretta should have remained
so pure, the dear creature so perfect, dwelling under that

Stygian roof."

"Do you know there is a striking personal resemblance
between the sisters ?" I asked.

" I do," he answered. " But, my dear sir, whereto tends

this preface ? You are not aware, perhaps, that you have
placed me on a rack—it is your duty to relieve me as soon

as possible : a clear explanation can do it."

Without circumlocution I related to him the dialogue I'

|

had overheard after he quitted the garden the preceding
evening. I related to him their plans, and the personation

by the atrocious Orina of her envied sister. I cannot at-

tempt to portray the different emotions which he displayed

upon this discovery of their baseness, notwithstanding his

promise to remain calm. For a while I could not dismiss

the belief that he would much rather have remained with-

out the information I had imparted. Rage, disappoint-

ment, sorrow, and, lastly, or my suspicions did him great

III
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injustice, discontent With me for having m.«^^ k- .
sense of h s danger. I resolvpW n^* ? ?• **"" *<> «
was in this tempfst of passTc^^tS^^^^^^ ^'^.T^^^ ^«
keep his courag^ sc^ete^ll^T^^^^^^ -^

Jre^c^^^^^^^^^^ ^otl^-r his mind,

his name ;~as a DreludfimT ' ^"'' ""' y*' '•"i""^

honour, perhans mv i^T""*? * Profound «^t. My

my one without my fea^^ *™'8* "»' "»»« «»

he e™ced when I gave him^my nZT' " '^* *''™
mat I might better mature mv nlan<. u,^ r • umyself with an additional hold on hi^ Sd.hh^f T."5many Cffcumstances of mv naot li& .„j j P' ' "^'^'e^

(lisclosures with a hnnL aLI ''»*' «»<' ?>a<le confidential

alike confidence ta?^e No.l?''^'''
^ '"duced to repose

youlh as a free a„"u^re«.rv^?' f
so wa^^ the heart of

Lopi„ions;'z\::rs :rthrfrLr'r''possessor two warm friends; where Ae^Kv^^"' ^'"' '"
of words and phrases hn. »UX ' "?"* measurer

prudence and caS S w ^7 '«''»™i»'' of his

seldom make wS fLid? Mr^"' ,7«'»fi'«»g men
isgem succeeded MvneW ac™,n?r''''Pu''P°^<' *'«
communicative and rnL!^^ ^ T"'=® ^'^'"^ ™ry
of his at.aSemlo''^ f13^e1 %t"^' "*f7romance in if—it was this

^^^^"- T"ere was little

";".e^deepi;Sln wittl^rcrr:?'"5?^ ""''• ^^
about her being satisfartArxr hT u* • f* .'^ enquiries

to her father A fiJ^M^' ^ ""^^^'^^^ «" introductionlainer. At first he was received with some cor"
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diality, but he now recollected that when he mentioned his

name, (what name ?) a ferocious scowl crossed his face, and

his eye sparkled with malicious excitement. Having stated

his birth, connexions, and prospects, and given refer-

ences of his character, he solicited permission to pay his

addresses to Miss Margaretta Shadwell. The major

requested time to consider of the proposal.

The next day he received a letter from Major Shadwell,

fraught with much bitterness, forbidding him his house, or

to see his daughter at home or abroad. The same even-

ing a note was brought him from Miss Shadwell, saying,

that the wishes of the father were not those of the daugh-

ter The note was worded with the most scrupulous

attention to feminine reserve, and sufficiently apologetic

of the bold act of making an appointment with a stranger.

He was requested to be in a certain part of the orangery

—a numbered alcove in the centre alley, the next night, at

nine precisely.
. , , .

,

j r j
At the appointed time he repaired thither, and found a

lady—as he supposed her he had seen at church, but m

reality, " Fair Portia's counterfeit." The father, it would

seem, had made the vile Orina acquainted with Danvers's

proposal for her sister. Partly at his instance, and partly

to wreak her own malice on the unoffending, inoffensive

Margaretta, she undertook to personate her, trusting for

success to the wonderful resemblance before spoken of.

A wish to aid her father in his schemes of revenge, not

less than hatred of her sister, and her propensity to crimi-

nal amour, first induced her to engage m this intrigue.

But, upon becoming acquainted with htm who was to be

the sacrifice, another passion took possession of her bosom.

She conceived a deep affection, if so worthless a creature

was capable of feeling Section, for the gallant officer, as

hc' confession in the dialogue with her] fathe^ when

nothing could have been gained by falsehood, sufficiently

attests. The interview to which I was a witness was the

third which had taken place between Danvers and Orina.

The result of my conversation with Mapletoft was the

announcement by him of his determination to forego the

further acquaintance of Orina. I, on my part, engaged to

procure him an interview with Margaretta as soon aspos-
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sible^ It was a difficult thing to fulfil this engagement Iknew no individual under Major ShadwplltrS?; •

the dusk of the evening, to the Shadwell oran^e^v TKp

assisted to plunder when i hS ,
PP^^'^f^'^ras he had

d«appoi„tme„. I promised tomutll^ mJrni„"i'??.hporangery, and to continue my visits to it Z »nl °
k.

«>d at all risks, till I had succe^eded in m? ofe"
"'«'"'

I h»HT" u " ""^ ''8'" I «-«« to 'he gaVden, with which

India islands, where oranse-trees ?nr;n„ „„,,J^ . ,

Jhrivc without cultivationfanTb^^TirS^?^^^^^^^^^

ttwatofg ft,?;rct"lTft^
a ..primand: in

your pJcke^. I foteithe" 1 kfuTbthMot o^tegate and I entered by the mere lifting of a°atch It wL"bout sunrise
;
but in those islands in the sDrin<r ofTyear, and throughout the rainy season" a mistTeThaht onarises from the earth almost as dense ks the fn. «f 7^2

n.on-.,ns m New-England, or of a"win"r' midVin^fi
.WMir CrTT.'''' ""^ '""^ nearl^attalS
lis meridian. Ihese exhalations are most inimira! tn h,.man life, and are, doubtless, the cauTof"E diladful

. I 1
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in that climate, to replenish which our own healthful

regions are, or were, for emigration thither is now stayed,

niacle to contribute. On this morning the atmosphere

was more than usually damp and heavy—the orange and

lime-trees were laden with large drops of dew, and the

heads of the grasses upon the sides of the alleys were

bowed down with the crystals lent them by the " shame-

faced Aurora." So many and ponderous were thest

drops that the least motion of one of the birds flitting

about the shades, if it produced a contact with- a bough

brought down a shower like that of a summer cloud. Al

was hushed as death in the garden and vicinity of the man-

sion—nothing gave evidence that its inmates had risen

from their slumbers. It has been said that they are early

risers in those islands, but I saw nothing of such a prac-

tice while I was there. The knowledge that it is attended

in the sickly season with great danger, begets a habit

which keeps them in bed till a very late hour at other

times, and during the season when cloudless skies, health-

ful winds, and a serene air should banish repose and in-

duce systematic exercise.

I had been wandering in the mazes of this garden at

least an hour, when I heard the tread of a light foot cotiiing

up one of the narrow pathways, and soon a female glided

into the open space where I stood. She did not appear

to be terrified, but was certainly much startled, and appa-

rently not a little perplexed, at finding a stranger in the

garden at so early an hour. She was Orina's self, yet not

Orina, equally as tall and quite as beautifully formed. I

should have thought them capable, from personal resem-

blance, of enacting all the mistakes of the two wonderful

twins of £phesus.

To say that the eyes of this beautiful girl shone with

the lustre of the diamond would be quite too romantic a

phrase for me to use, but, indeed, I know of nothi^i-g else

to which I can compare them. A pure complexion, pale

indeed—for the rosy cheek belongs not to the low lati-

tude% it is a property indigenous and exclusive to the

realms of cold, a charm that cannot be transplanted to

the land of the sun, nOr ingrafted upon the lily of its

daughters,—a cliin and neck which only a Grecian statu-
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ary could have equalled, teeth only less beautiful than the
lips which parted to display them, and hair-let them talk
of auburn ringlets' and all that sort of thing, give me
locks black and shining as the feathers of a raven,--and
such were those of the beautiful West Indian who stood
before me. I remarked the hand, too, for who can be so
little suscep ible to beauty and deficient in taste, as not to
pay especial homage to that limb which, better than any

. pHp'nt 1? f"^ V^'^r/ ""^ ^h'^h '« ^" indispensable
credential to her who would pass for a " lady bred ?" The

rl' IST '
'^X

"'''?• '' ^* necessary to say more?
than that it was small, and upon this occasion, without a
—stocking. A httle purple velvet slipper, tied upon the
instep with a green riband, was all that shielded this deli-
cate member from the kisses of the zephyrs. Excessive
humility was never my fault, but it is certain that, upon
this occasion, F felt a strong wish to be trodden upoi.

^

«l.;vt« /tf
"^"^ ^

'""u^ ?f
""'^'^^ ^'"^^y^ wit'* l«ng loose

sleeves, a blue crape handkerchief was tied loosely around
her neck over which floated her long hair nearly to her .

waist. All this was very simple, but it set off her beauti-
ful form far better than the gayest silks of Padua and
Liyons could have done.

Jl T'k"''* fv f
^'^ ""^^^^ ^^ ^''•^'^^ tl^e ice of ceremony

with the beautiful apparition, and I stood silent for a minute

ellipsL- ^"^^^ ^ ^^'^' inquiringly, and using an

" Miss Shadwell ?"

She nodded assent.

"Miss Orina Shadwell?"
" No

; Margaretta." Her manner, which before had
been easy and polite, became at once grave and stately—
probably from a suspicion that I was one of the loose devo-
tees ot her profligate sister. I saw into her feelings and
hastened to remove them.

^

"It is with yourself, madam, that I wish to speak.
Having come hither purposely to see and converse with-
Miss Margaretta Shadwell, it was of consequence -that I
Phou d know I was speaking to her and not to her sister,
and that IS the reason why I have been so particular inmy questions."

^

m

-«••'* .»,/.
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She again assured me there was no mistake->-she was
Margaretta Shadwell.

Mine was not an easy commission to execute. A man
may much easier make love for himself than his friend,

and with far better grace propose a second interview, him-
self OS principal, than when he acts as agent for another.

Some little time was necessary to enable me to recall my
straggling thoughts, and to reassure the lady, for her cheek
glowed intensely, and so I began another subject. I

remarked that " to see a lady abroad at so early an hour
reminded me of my own dear country, and its maidens,"

" You are not of this island, then, sir ? perhaps of England
or Scotland,—no, not Scotland, you do not speak with the
Scotch accent ?" The slight blush which, at the moment,
crossed her cheek, together with the graceful manner in

which the little hand was employed to throw back her hair,

rendered her so beautiful that really I had not the power to

answer her question, but kept gazing at her much longer
than propriety warranted. My rude inquisition came near
meeting a deserved punishment : she rose from the bench
upon which she had thrown herself, and was going to retire,

when I faltered out an apology, which was accepted, prob-
ably because she would hear my reasons for intruding
myself upon her at that unseasonable hour. She had, I

suppose, a little of the curiosity which belongs in so slight

a degree to her sex as to make neither bolts nor bars impedi-
ments to the acquisition of that knowledge which it boots
them to learn.

"I am neither of this island nor of Europe, madam ; I

am from the adjacent continent. I am an American."
" I thought, sir, you could not be of the islands. Your

features are not those of an inhabitant of the low lati-

tudes."

" If you had seen me six months ago, madam, you would
have had a much better specimen of the hale, hearty, bluff

countenance which belongs to the sons of New-England."
My fair auditor asked eagerly what had caused the

change to which I alluded, and I told her, in as few words
as possible, the particulars of my shipwreck. Her eyes
filled with tears at the narrative of my sufferings, and at

my account of the death of my three brothers ; which

.*>
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much increased the power of her charms. I believe mvtale of sorrow and misery made a strong impre slon for

asTumeTrtonT f'r'^
'^^^"^^ moreki^nraK rvoit

Tlft^ K? f^^^P compassion. Had not my heart

slrthTw frof'fr^r^ ^t ^^^"^^ shoii3i:;iad

ensation YpM h.r"'*''?';^^!"""^'
«"^ ^^^h no ofhersensation. Yet I believe I looked rather too long and fix-edly upon her, and with an attention which might easily

nto oL"of%?nr'"f'
maidens, have been i^t^erpretS

bdLedmeS^^ '?uu
\^"^" "« ^^"bt that shepeiieved me smitten with her charms, a belief which murh

srthe t?n; "? "1^ "r"^^ ^^^'^ p«-- ?'--lerate the event
;

for when there was a noise in a neieh-bourmg walk, and I rose to go, her eye bestowed no equivocal reproach on the intruder, and a deep shade ofSdpomtment crossed her face.
^ P"

Hitherto our conversation had been concernintr mw
^ mv ;?%'"^ ^"^ ^^^^^

*f-' reigTtrtribi^t

to t7e an abnfJj?''''"
approached, and I was compe ledtake an abrupt leave. I requested that she would be

e thatTerfh'' TT^^i^' "•"^- ' cannoTfcem!

ness Hnmln
''1'*"^*?^ "°^5'"^ ^^^ «"g^^ «t my bold-ness Human nature, how frail and feeble thou art •Mans heart, how false and treacherous! I saw the^eemotions with joy, and felt my bosom thrill at thl anoa

rent pleasure which lighted up her eye I foL^^P

l

employer, my proffered agency, my sworn faifh mvhonour and every thing thft should Lrve a man inZhour of trial, and pressed her hand to my lbs wkh asmuch fervency as a lady could wish. ^ ^ '

The moment I had left her, I reproached myself—bit-

SrZon?''Tr''."'^'
my co'nduct. I h'^d abunl

fo k /.hrK ^i"^^^^"^^"^?™"^^'^"-
What business had I

Dunll i^'""^-
^'"? '^™ g'^^" '"^^ but not for that

purpose-ladies never bestow them for that intent ! Nor
13*

. t
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had I said "I love you," nor had I said "meet mc in the
garden to-nipht," but had I not left her to infer both ?

Bitterly did I regret my conduct, and bitterly was I

punished for it.

Notwithstanding my breach of trust and want of faith,

I repaired immediately to Mapletoft, and acquainted him
with the issue of my adventure. The communication,
instead of making him superlatively happy, made him
superlatively miserable. His captain had requested his

attendance on special business at the same hour 1 had
fixed for his interview with Miss Shadwell, and the request

of the commander of a ship of war, however civil and
complaisant the language in which it is conceived, is as

peremptory on all his subordinates as the mandate of the

Grand Turk to the slaves of the seraglio. There was no
way by which he could evade his appointment with his

captain, who, being advanced in years, and never having
felt the stirrings of the gentle passion, had little sympathy
with people afflicted with that disease. He would instantly

have turned off his best officer had he known of his hav-

ing been wanting in his duty to his king from love, how-
ever deserving of homage its object. Mapletoft entreated

me to attend again and woo the maid as his proxy. Recol-
lecting the adventure of the morning, and my half criminal

neglect to explain myself to the lady, I begged to be
excused from this invidious duty. I tried to awaken his

jealousy by declaring that I was more than half in love

with the lady myself, I painted, in gay language, the

dangers to which we were mutually exposed, he of losing

his adored, I of winning one I could not woo to myself
without wronging him, nor wed without a breach of faith

to another. AH would not do—go I must. He insisted

upon my being armed, so I took his couteau chasse.

mmmm
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CHAPTER XIV.

Behold me then in the Shadwell-gardens—the timemne at night. I could not complain of the lady's want of
punctuality—she was walking at the moment of my arrival
in the open space which had been the scene of our former
interview. She held out her hand to me, and then, half
Irom consciousness, and half in compliance with the dic-
tates of natural modesty, withdrew it hastily. I led her
to an adjommg alcove, which, as before, was lighted by a
small lamp. As 1 took a seat by her, her manner appeared
more contented and happy than I could have wished it.
and more satisfaction lighted up her beautiful face than
was consistent with the hopes of my friend.
Having first carefully examined the walks'and groves, to

be certain that no person was lurking around, I ventured
to speak of the subject which had brought me to her
presence.

°

" 1 have taken the liberty to request this interview," said
1, that I may whisper in your ears, madam, the fond
wishes of one who loves you—one who, charmed by your
person, and believing that the virtues of your mind and
heart are equal to your external gifts, ventures to offer
himself for your hand."
My next sentence would have named the individual

whose feelings prompted him io this declaration ; but a
momentary pause on my part, not actually made with a
—view to leave her in doubt as to the application of the
speech, but the effect of my honest regret to remark the
unconcealed pleasure with which she listened, obliged her
to say something in reply to what she could but sup-
pose was a declaration in "the first person, singular
number, and nominative case"—to run down the metaphor,
—with a view to mtroduce the *'possessive:' I would have
prevented her replying, for I could more than half
imagine the character of her answer from the soft expres-
sion of an eye looking love from under its long silken
lashes, and the momentary resting of her head upon my

»! ( /»
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shoulder, but, in sober truth, I had not the power. I am
aure the Devil was in me just at that moment. But there

came over me such an unaccountable wish to know what

she— fliought of me, and to hear what she would say, and

how a " yes" would sound from such beautiful lips, that I

found the temptation greater than I could resist, and

remained silent.

"1 do not know, sir, what I ought to say," she ex-

claimed, with deep emotion. "We are strangers to each

other, this morning having been, I presume, the first time

you ever saw her for whom you now profess regard.

Perhaps I ought not to hear you—perhaps I ought to fly

your presence, as the bird would fly from the fowler."

I answered, and, unhappily, with as much and as unin-

tentional ambiguity as before, " that I was little known,

but that that little, I must be pardoned for saying, placed

me above suspicion of dishonourable dealing with

any one !"

" My heart tells me as much ; yet certain I am that I

ought to know more about you ere I listen to your— fine

sayings."

She gave me a sweet smile and a look which told how
highly she valued these same sayings : the manner of the

reproof was equal to an acknowledgment of the tenderest

affection. She resumed her speech.

" And I would know more of you, if I had a friend on

earth whose counsel or assistance I could command. My
father—alas I I have no father ; he who should be such

values me less—loves me less—than the most worthless

slave on his plantation. I must depend upon—your

honour. Your professions of attachment are—very grati-

fying, sir ;" and she cast her eyes to the earth in a vain

attempt to hide her glowing cheeks.

How liable to err is the human heart ! At this moment
I loved Mary Danvers with true aflfection, and would not

have exchanged her for an empress. Yet I suffered

myself to hear, with pleasure, the acknowledgment of this

guileless creature that I had won her heart. Let no youth

of twenty-one hereafter court opportunities to fathom the

depth of his affection for his mistress, or test his capability

to resist female charms, or prove his heroism in matters of

.<»>;3Wi-«T"
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first at church—afterward walking, and dared to love

you. I obtained an interview with your father, solicited

his permission to pay my addresses to you, and was refused.

Not discournged, and with the perseverance which belongs

to my profession and country, I determined to have an

answer from your own lips before I used any endeavours

to dislodge your image from my bosom. While watching

in this garden, with the hope of seeing you, I met a lady—

your half-sister, I have since learned—and being imposed

upon by her striking resemblance to you, and by her artful

personation of your character, I made love to her, sup-

posing it yourself. Neither of us knew, at the time, that

there was a witness to our interview (he cast on me a

bitter look), but there was—this trusty gentleman, the

same who overheard, as he says, a conversation between

your father and sister, which revealed the deception to be

practised upon me."

"And how can your mistake implicate him or me?"

asked the lady.
** You shall hear, madam ; he came to me as a friend,

he told a specious story, he gained my confidence, and, at

his own request, was commissioned to procure me an o]^ ,

portunity to declare my passion to the real, not the couri"

terfeit, object of my regard. Well, madam, I break

through all impediments, even place my honour at risk, to
j

be here ; I fly upon the wings of the wind, to throAV

myself at your feet, and, when I arrive, I find my sup-

posed friend, damnation be his portion ! pressing to his

bosom the object of my fondest love—the villain !"

" Stay, sir—I insist, entreat—nay, I command you not I

to renew the broil," for I had sprung upon my feet with

the rapidity of lightning,'^t the epithet " villain." " A few

words of explanation from me may make you friends
I

again, though it may render me miserable. It is pos-

sible," she continued, tears streaming from her eyes, " that I

I have altogether misunderstood your friend. I now

recollect that there was ambiguity in his mode of speaking

—he never spoke in the first person. Yet I thought he
|

asked me for himself."

Her tears flowed so fast, and her grief became so ex-

cessive, as almost to deprive her of utterance. If Ma-
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him or me?"
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«? I was, It seemed to me that I owed the p?.!.r%
giance to Mary. We had loved, but parted-the ^remptorv commands of her father had parted u, and ^r"haps before this time another not less imneraiW, S?,?. j
consigned her to the arms of thetffianS „lr "^^
doubt would be entertained by her that I had p^ished!
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for she had never been made aware of my rescue, and

months would elapse before the mistake could be rectified.

Was it not likely, nay, almost certain, that, wearied out by

the solicitations or commands of her parents, and with the

assurance that she should never see me more, she would

yield herself, at length, to the arms of the husband selected

by her father ? The grief of youth—of a young girl for

a lover, is proverbially short-lived, and seldom fails to

be effaced by a fortnight's attention of another assiduous

suitor.

If I reasoned thus about Mary, absent, I congratulated

myself that Margaretta, present, loved me. I could per-

ceive it in the gentle burden her slightly recumbent form

imposed on the arm which encircled her. I could read it

in her eyes—her step, air, gesture, every thing revealed it.

Hastily as these reflections and observations occurred they

operated to make me address her with as much ardour as

any lady, even of a southern latitude, could desire. And

my declaration procured me as kind a return as a lover

could wish, who admired modesty in females, and liked

not that ladies should be won with too much ease—nor yet

with too much pain.

We agreed to meet next night at the same hour, but

in a part of the garden less liable to interruption. I had

not yet spoken of marriage, otherwise than in the reply

to what she had said about having misconceived my

former speech. I did not do so now, it would take a

longer time than I could spare ; for I meant to explain

myself to her fully—to keep back not one of the circum-

stances which usually influence ladies in their choice of

husbands. Brought up, as Miss Shadwell had been, in

affluence, and, doubtless, taught to attach a value to wealth

commensurate with the estimation in which it is held in

those islands where it bestows upon the inhabitants their

principal enjoyments, leaving him who hath it not the

merest cipher in existence, it seemed probable that a reve-

lation of my poverty would lead to an instant change in

the lady's sentiments and views. It had always been my

opinion that women, in the choice of a husband, were as

much governed by the " accursed love of gold" as the other

sex are led to the adoption of the military profession by
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It gay dregs, and the eclat it gives them among the fair,

ho rl^ T :^n
*';.'S^'^' ^y experience, that the female

?h.mJ ^"f
'^P^''?^^^ «( ^ P^^««io" which sliall resist all

chcngcs, and survive all penis, be proof aginst misfortune,

nor Wo '.^
'"

i'"'''^'
^^^^ "«' '^^' ^^'«^1'»'« calumnies

1101 love more when it praises than when it blames.

Mifhnnff^ n
'"''' ^P^^l'Jtions, the next morning passed

on ; fn If^'^r^^ ^^T ^^^^Plotoft. The omission, on his

fnn'v hMn 1
"" "'"5^ notice of the affront-call it the

the field AvouJd [lavc done. I suspected foul plav butknevvnot in whatshape, nor from whence, it was k, Lienor how to prepare for it. That my opponent was excel'

^i^i^'"^ fS^""^' T ^^'"^^ "°^ ^' doubted Canyone wiio knew how much reason he Jiad to be so. Fromhis apparent temperament, and more from his profession

net1tlft%??r"' T"''% Soldiers areVddom so'

IvZf % 1 ^^^^"S'der an affront unworthy of notice

S/J^.t^' his naturally manly and honourable mindshould by the persuasions of an abandoned woman, havebeen brought to practise an infamous retaliation, insteadof proposing that alternative which at least has coiraffe torecommend it Yet so it was
; a Briton could fZeftheand of his birth to adopt the practices of a Venetian'bravo

a sailor could leave his chivalrous profession to become

truel? iZ^at'
cold-blooded attempt arassassination.''How

true It IS that, ff a virtuous woman has the power to leadus a long way on the road to heaven, a wicked wornan

Sec' iol"'
"^'" *"^'^' ^"' ""^^ ^^^^^^^' - the o;po7te

Without fear of the assassin's dagger, I repaired to mv
appointment at the Shadwell-garden^^ MargaSa riveda few minutes after. She w?s melancholy! the traces ofrecent tears were on her cheeks, and she soo'n set oS anewn a passionate fit of weeping. Upon inquiring - why sh^

alSbvtT..*"'''- '
* ^^^^"^^ '^^'^'' sorrowVas

^^^ ThtTl^'"''''?^ ^""^ vindictive crSelty of her

Vot^ Jl^J^^y
story with little periphrasis and wiih great
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truth. I told her that I was poor, miserably poor ; and
that though, to superficial observers, or to thosewho scanned
my acquirements with a friendly feeling, I might seem
to possess the education of a gentleman, it was not intrinsic

and solid~I was the son of an humble fisherman, and had,
until within one year, pursued the low occupation of my
father, or had wrought in the fields as a day-labourer, for

my support and the support of others. I disguitjed no
event of my life, nothing that I ought to have told her,

save one. It was a thought of the present moment, a
changed resolution from the morning, to omit stating my
engagement to Mary. There seemed to be no good reason
why that engagement should be divulged. To declare to

her that I had loved another, and if she chose to question
me, or even to scrutinize my features, while I was stating

the truth, to be obliged to make the verbal or silent confes-

sion that she was, even now, more in my thoughts than
herself, would be to imbitter the hours I was soon to swear
I would sti-ive to render happy, perhaps to infuse jealousies

into her bosom, and sow the seeds of eternal but unavail-

ing regret in my own. I was silent, then, on this subject,

and permitted nothing to escape my lips which intimated

a previous and still-existing attachment. Having confessed
the damning sin of poverty, and that stain which can only
be hidden by a thick overlay of gold, obscure birth, I

waited to hear if she would grant me absolution for those

perilous and seldom forgiven offences.

Her reply was such as gave my conscience a severe
pang for the unjust suspicions I had entertained. It was
delightfully confiding and candid. She would marry me,
she said, just as soon now, and with my disclaimer of

wealth and birth warm from my lips, as if I were the son of

a lord, and possessed of millions. Her ardent love of

truth led her to explain, and I did not like her the less for

it. She was not one of those, she said, who affected to

despise wealth and to be in love with poverty. Money
had its uses and value ; a certain quantity of it was indis-

pensably necessary to the purposes of life—to pay the

king's taxes and the baker's bills (she smiled), to provide

us with apparel, to succour the distressed, aid our friends,

uud bufJIe our foes. And the being well born was a kind
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of bond for our good behaviour—liable, indeed, to prove
not worth a penny ; but still, as the lawyers said—no one
who lived in the West Indies would long remain ignorant
of the language of the law—but still a " collateral security"

for good behaviour. But she meant to say that she would
be mine, poor and lowly born as I professed myself to be,

in preference to one having the genealogical roll of the
St. Maurs and possessed of millions. She had seen, in

her own family, that wealth did not, of itself, confer hap-
piness " I know nothing of your character," said she, in

conclusion, " but must, as my sex are often compelled to

do, take you, with the hope that you are a true man."
It was arranged that our marriage should take place on

the evening of the third day thereafter. There was a
Scotch lady living in one of the suburbs, who had been
her friend and counsellor in all her troubles, and was now
her confidant : the ceremony was to take place at her
house. I mentioned my wish to go to America imme-
diately upon our marriage, which seemed to give her great
pleasure. There was nothing, she said, to bind her to the
island of her birth, but rather, much she would fly from.
I painted the sheltered vales and cultivated plains of my
native land ; its healthful climate ; the, in some respects,

singular, but, in all, simple, moral, and unostentatious man-
ners of my countrymen, and the peace and quiet of the
rural abodes which were found embosomed amid our
breezy hills. My sketch received its commendation in her
eloquent smile and tear.

I was not before aware of her possessing any property
in her own right ; unwittingly, I was about to marry an
heiress. She had been, she informed me, the favourite of
a French widow lady ; who, at her decease, a few montns
previous, left her a small property, consisting of two hun-
dred acres of land, and twenty negroes, in St. Mary's
parish, and of some small house in Port Royal. As lands
and negroes were then selling, we might hope to realize

at least three thousand pounds for the whole. The posses-
sion of this sum, in the country to which we were about
to transport ourselves, constitutes not comparative wealth,
it is exuberant riches. Invest this sum with discretion, and
you will not know what to do with your income.

il

(
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should remain in perfect silence, kept me from asking
many questions which presented themselves to my mind.
The surgeon examined my wounds, and gave his opinion
that none of them were mortal. Having applied the
dressings and secured the bandages, he departed, with the
direction that I should be left to repose, and on no account
should be permitted to exhaust myself with conversation.

Soon after I fell into a sweet and tranquil slumber, which
continued 1 know not how long, and refreshed me beyond
measure. When I opened my eyes, the sun was shining

into my apartment through a rent in the curtain. Soon I

heard a light foot on the floor, and Margaretta, beaming
love from her eyes, approached on tiptoe, and bent over
me, to see if I slept. I counterfeited that state of " life in

death," with the hope of getting a kiss, but I was disap-

pointed ; and finding that female delicacy was likely to

triumph over opportunity, that the favour granted the
lover awake was to be denied the lover asleep, I saw fit to

open my eyes, and be called "a cheat," though in a
tone and with a look which were almost equivalent
to a kiss. I cannot conceive that any human being could
look more beautiful and interesting than she did. It was
quite like a wife of a month ; need I say more ? She was
still attired in white ; but this was a morning robe, loose

and flowing, not like that she had once worn, a dress con-
fining her limbs from their light and graceful play. She
wore a morning cap, set out with pink ribands—love's own
colour !—what so thrilling to a lover as the soft confession

they imply ? and when associated with blue, the token of
constancy, what so appropriate to a marriage union ? The
waist-riband was of this latter colour, and she had play-

fully twined with it a sprig of green (desertion).

I am a great admirer of dress in females, and am
thought, withal, to possess some little taste in the selection

of it. I was never so simple as to subscribe to the maxim
that " beauty when unadorned is adorned the most." It

is all humbug ; I do not believe a word of it. There
never yet was any lady so beautiful, but that tasteful

dressing improved her charms. There never yet was a
conquest made by beauty in rags, or retained by a woman
who, from a belle, grew to be a slattern. That tiie passion

14*
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Ihe opinion of the surgeon was reported to my affi-.meed wile, and this, of course, drew forth the ^eliestmanifestations of pleasure. Weak as I vvas, T made imovement to obtain her hand, and was go
L'
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both in respect of the ceremony which unites two hands
and of the implied sentiment which unites two hear*s.

We asked each other what would be the feelings which
would severally possess our bosoms five years hence.
Whether sour looks and ill-humour were to sit with us at

the breakfast-table, and neglect and estrangement be ad-

mitted guests to the supper. I have seldom known a pair

of youthful lovers who supposed it possible that time
could abate their passion. Like a tar just paid oft' and
put on shore, they fancy there can be no end to the

treasure.

I am aware that I am outraging every rule of clap-trap

in betraying a sentiment very much like love for Marga-
retta Shadwcll, and finding something similar to happiness

in her society after dissapj)ointment in a first passion. " It

was not so in the days of the Belmours and Doricourts,"

exclaims one. " Then, when a man adinii.tcd the passion

of love to his bosom, if its object refused him, he seldom
survived the shock ; if he did, it was to descend to the

grave in a state of single blessedness, constant to the last

liour, loving on through all changes, and loving till he died

—breathing her name at the moment cf dissolution, at the

age of ninety-six, and having it inscribed upon his tomb,
' the lover of one woman.' "

Let the man of common sense, and it is for that class I

write, reflect upon the circumstances under which I had
parted from IVIary, and his censure will not be heavy. I

had been told by her father that I could not marry his

daughter, and such was my pride, that I never would have
married her without his consent. She had left the land of

her and my birth to meet her affianced husband, in an
island five thousand miles distant—barring accidents of

wind and water, which were as likely to strike at her life

as his ; they were in all human probability married ere this.

There was not one chance in a thousand of my ever seeing

her again in this world. Here was a virtuous and accom-
plished girl who loved me fervently, and bade fair to make
my home as happy as herself was beautiful. Was it strange

that I tried to forget the absent ? Was it strange that I

tried to return the love of the present? And was it

strange that one whose greatest strength was resolution,

:if;*
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badsis.e;rSire'alrd":L''ngr.;'^''°'''' ""= '^-•' "f ">y

cJ/'lThls-J^remtileiT "'""'• -^'-P^^ - «

J»rer^'^oreSrZ'^?Z-S^';.
,We expected interruotion anr! r,,.T u. ?^f^'* * ^^^^es.

with it^indeed,T,Crfwrwtf i^,*''™
™«

and'^appa/entTrorsI o°Kc'S^t li?^'
'™''»'

I ever saw before, that his presence fill! °"V™"
came to aid with consterniifnn i .

•'^™ "«"e he
those he was prfpa ™d o "ot-Sl ^^^Th?"!" "T *"«
more restless after his anJzl^Z } ® •^^''P^' became
wh» he eommeS^Shfo^lhl"?."'^"^" ^""^eO-er

.hi. JZtfrL7i:'^"«'',^^""8
curiosity ,o know who

? j i.iyHiWBii ii
!
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" One who, I am quite sure, is at this moment watching
over our safety in the thicket near us."

" What induces you to think so ?"

" Last night the same mighty being, whom one is ready
to fancy the genius of night and terror, entered this very
apartment, approached your couch witii a stealthy foot,
listened to your breathing, and having satisfied himself
that it was regular and peactful, retired as he came.
With a curiosity which could hardly fail to be excited in
any one by the appearance of this singular sentinel, I kept
watcli last night, and saw his mysterious, but I am sure
friendly, scrutiny renewed."

" Does he seem aged ?"

"Forty years—perhaps two or three more. The
tattooing upon his breast and neck, while it proclaims him
African born, proclaims also that lie was a \Aarrior and a
chief in his native land."

" I \yill lie awake myself to-night, and take the measure,
as a tailor would say, of this strange being." »

" It will exhaust you too much. But I have forgotten
that you are too weak to hold long conversations. The
surgeon was peremptory that you should not be allowed
more than ten minutes at a time. Now, as we shall be
sure to talk if we are together, I will run out, and you
shall go to sleep. Come, come, let go my hand ; that's a
good boy."

" Margaretta !"

" Mr. Haverhill !"

"Miss Shad well!"
" Lynn I"

" That will do
; you shall go, Margaretta, upon one con-

dition."

" And what is that, thou refractory patient ?"

" Permission to place one kiss on that velvet cheek."
" Oh, my heart ! there is no doing any thing with sick

children—they will ask for such odd things. If you give
them to them they only make them sicker, and if you
refuse them they will cry. If you were in health—-"

" What then, Margaretta ?"

"Why, then, positively, you should not have the kiss."

She said this with the gravity of a judge.

It Jl

m
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" As I am very ill
"

doing^"
'^ licnceforth I'll have no more such

" Sure r
" Quite sure !"

" Certain ?"

" Quite certain !"

" Margarctta !"

" Sir
!"

" That kiss was so sweet that—seeing I am ill vcrv illand though pronounced convalescent^ maT v ^y'hJdysutftr u rdai^sc and never recover from t that-vou must
dearest, grant me one more." ^ ^^^'

" Well, now, I declare, I had rather be governess to thp

aTsSfie '.?" ^I"^
^"^^"^"^^^ -^^h" Refers [o the St ke'

ff hpT« . ^'J"";
*^^"^ impudent gentleman, especially

meats!-
'''""'''^ '°^^'''- ^^•'^^•^» "^^^ cry'for^swee^

meal''''''''^^
""^ '^''' "^y ^ee-crying, am I, for ^ec«

I Im i"''
' ,^«"ld,]'ear the some infliction from that hand

eT^u^'S toTnaMf^r^i;!?
'' '''' ' ^"'^^ ^^" ^->'

Vou/seinodenTh'' ^^^"f ^^y to prevent your talking

tl?ere taL;?'
I
f
hall be a martyr to charity

; there-!

fi t at"n pin .If ""^^i^^^w
«"t of the room, shaking hernsi at me m affected disdam and anger.

CHAPTER XV.

The certainty that you have some one who moves ir>mystery watchmg over you,-a being gifted with fearfdpowers and passions, and whose intentions Ser o anparently friendly, may yet be changed
"

evil anTwTo
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fatten up forS tab ef.nl?' T'r'" ^'^^'^ they

throw off nH rLio '
""^^ calculated to induce you to

Tren: ir^r?W^CaXthaf oTtla!!

I was startled from my slumlmr hv n n«i.„ ,i
mcnt, and upon openin/mv eves .-..L^

"?"",'"<''» mn-
-l«rk as it w'as ro^ndereli b^ L^'hTefLtea.'lh'^"'?'''

pf
J T

' '*(WtSp6W^»~»-,'-
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That their aim wns Mood could hardly be doubted ;—that

neither was the iuthvidual wlio iiad been at one time my
protector, and siocc eitlicr a guard or spy, was equally

certain. A comi)arison oi' their lieight, which was the

common hei<;'ht, and their stout and atiiletie but by no

means "outsi/.cd" or overgrown liinb.s, with those of him

who, according to accredited report, stood unctjuallcd in

respect of both bulk and stature, was enough to lix that

mutter beyond disptUe.

To kuow ourselves and others in extreme peril, yet be

incapable of moving hand or foot in our own liberation or

to their rescue is a situtition so near akin to the niijhtmarc,

that he who has felt the one, if he will suppose it?5 horrors

increased tenfijld, may have a tolerable idea of the other.

I lay in momentary expectation of hearing the death-

scream from my betrothed, and of finding a dagger in my
own breast the minute after, and yet the legitimate subject

of a winding-shoet would have been as capabjo of ex-

crtion to prevent either catastrophe as I. For some

minutes there was no noise, and 1 began to hope they had

left the house, when suddenly screams of terror and

aflright proceeded from Margaretta's apartment, and the

next° moment she rushed into the room, pursued by the

ruffians.
" Save me, save me, from death or worse I" she cried

;

but alas, her prayer was directed to one who rather

needed protection than was capable of conferring it.

I used entreaties ; I offered money ; I besought, threat-

ened, begged mercy,—not for myself, but her,—it was all

in vain.
°Armed only with tliat weapon which the ancients

supposed would turn aside the raging lion—virgin purity,

the contest must have been brief, when Heaven interposed,

and sent succour from the quarter from which our pre-

vious aid came and future hopes were derived. The

assassins had, with more sagacity than usually belongs to

Africans, fastened, upon the outside of the door, a withe

sufficiently strong to have barred the entrance of a man of

ordinar}' powers. But, in the heat of the struggle, and

while her cries and my entreaties were fillirig the air, the

door, hinges, withes, and all, was torn from its place by a

single effort, and one rushed in to our rescue. The
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rcmovul from the front of the house of so large a space as
a door, ospeo.ully a West-Indian door, occupiers, ud.nitted
a strong and sudden light upon the scene, and yet not suffi-
cient y strong to enable our saviour to discern who were
friends and who were foes. But he knew with whom hehad to deal,-the (puck wit of one race, and the slow
comprehension of the other.

thr/""/i"S'"'''
white," said he, "fall, like slaves ;-you

that arc black, stand up like men."
'

The order was taken literally. The next moment hewas sweepmg his ponderous club, in a work of death,upon those who obeyed the latter admonition. It was not
a minute before two of the ruffians were beaten to the
carta

;
the third burst the curtain which filled the window

space, leaped out, and escaped.
Recovering her senses, which had better stood the

shock of impending horrors than the shock of joy at
finding ourselves rescued, Margaretta rose, and proceeded
^ the 1, tie shed or kitchen, in quest of the two domestics,who had remained silent through the whole affair. Their
silence was easily accounted for ; they had been bound
and gagged before the ruffians entered the cabin. Thev
were liberated, and the negro wench was ordered to
bring a hght. But here our mysterious protector inter-
posed.

" My face must not be seen," said he, with a grandeur
and dignity of tone and thought which could not be sur-
passed, and was new in the race to which he belonged.
J\either to-night, nor to-morrow must one who wears the

hvery of the oppressors of my race look upon my browwhen It IS m mourning. I came in darkness; I will
depart in darkness. The star of my destiny is now low
in the heavens, and veiled by thick 'clouds ; when these
have departed, and the orb culminates, you will see mv
tace or hear my name."

saved^r''"^
^^^ ^^ ^^ '^^"'^ ^^^ *^^ ''^^^ ^^" ^^^^ ^^'^ "'g^*

"One born to supreme rule, and now a loathed and
loathsome slave—a leader of armies, reduced to wield a
mattock—a wild horse champing a golden bit, transformed
into a patient dromedary, that kneels to receive a master

Vol. II.—15
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on its back, and reckons nothing of a spur in its side. I

have been a warrior and a king,— I am now a labourer

and a slave. I, who am now obliged to sue for a crust to

allay my hunger, and a rag to cover my nakedness, wag
once the dispenser of smiles that sent men to a happy

pallet, and of gifts that made them envied and honoured

throughout a realm. But the day is nigh when I will be

again a king, and avenged, or the earth shall hide my
degraded bones. I know that I am speaking to men of

the race who have brought desolation on me and my
house, and yet I have faith that the words which have

burst out of my full heart, as the glorious Niger overflows

its banks in the season of autumnal rains, will be suffered

to sink into the earth, and be heard of no more. I ask

—

demand silence, and I know it will be granted.

" Hear me :—night wanes, I have yet great labours

before me, and must not waste time in prolix speech.

Your retreat is discovered, and thence it is that your

lives were this night placed in jeopardy. Know there ii

one who has sworn your death as deeply as I have sworn

to protect you, and whose riches and ready wit it were

hard to baffle. Hitherto your friend has been more than

a match for your foe ; remain here till this same hour to-

morrow, and deprived, by imperious necessity, which calls

me elsewliere, of the aid which has hitherto been success-

fully exerted to save,—you are in the grasp of one whom
neither tears nor prayers ever moved to mercy,who loves

cruelty for its own sake, and deems the death-groan of

one she hates the sweetest of all earthly sounds.'*

" How are we to escape, when I am unable to move
hand or foot ?"

Turning to Margaretta, he said, *'Lady, you have a

cabin among the mountains of St. Mary; this wounded
man must be carried thither ; there both thou and I can

watch over his safety—here I may not do so, and thy arm

could but pillow his head in a dream of love. It is, thou

hast seen, ineftfectual in danger,"
" You know me then ?" said she.

" I do ; I know you both. Shall I call my men ?"

After a moment's consultation, we came to the conclu-

sion that the advice of our mysterious friend ought to be



n its side. I

w a labourer

for a crust to

\kedness, waa
1 to a happy
ind honoured
fhen I will be

hall hide my
ng to men of

me and my
3 which hayc

ger overflows

ill be suffered

ore. I ask

—

ed.

great labours

)rolix speech.

is that your

[now there is

I hare sworn

Y wit it were
;en more than

same hour to-

;y, which calls

been success-

of one whom
rcy , who loves

leath-groan of

unds."

able to move

', vou have a

this wounded
iiou and I can

5, and thy arm

e. It is, thou

ly men ?"

to the conclu-

id ought to be

HAVBRHILL. 171

followed. We acquainted him with our resolution, and hestimmoned his followers. The car, or rude Sanquin

ZTckTu P"' ^" '^^"'«^*^^" ^»<1 ^orne by fC sTou/blacks, Margaretta mounted her pony, and set off in qTsof a second and better hiding-place. Our path lay forS vatev? Tr^ ^hick wo%5s, and throu^gh wet^ndmisty valleys. Not a word was spoken by any one of

iave^fro^timpf'.'''^'^'
^^"' '" ^" "nkn^ow/ tongue

tZretZ IZvl? ^T' "' ^^ '"PP^^^d' '^•''^^tions to theDearers ot the litter how to proceed.

a J^unTf^nr "'""k'"
*^' ^^P^^°^ '^^ wilderness upona group of negro cabms, amounting, perhaps, to a dozen

pants were up, and employed in the usual duties of themorning department. It is the custom (growW out of

?oi for tS h"^ 'rl^V''"''
^^'''' "^^"-re o4ed to

farlv hou^ Tn^h!''^^
^^- '^^

"u"S^«^« '^ ^^^ire to rest at an

are called in /.^
^^^"i^g-^he taskmaster sees that they

doomsdav
^"^'^^^^/'"•"g' otherwise they would sleep tiU

™ UDon* fh? 1

'^^
"^'^'^r*

^y^ ^^ "^^ thrifty menial

h!? ^1 u- ^
sleepers, and yet they were on the alertbefore the birds that peopled the adjacent groves were a1their morning hymns. We could' not account for itunless the drones had been transformed into ants aTthebidding of our all-powerfol guide

Our--call it cavalcade-for two of us, at least weremounted,--our cavalcade stopped at the dior of one of the

tZ ^"' ^^^'' ^" " conchshell, in seeming defiance ofthe sececy Oar nocturnal adventure demanded, and twobbws upon a rude kind of tabor which they caH aISand which hung suspended from the interior^oof, as nS
SeTof thf.1' P^T""'^ ^''''' ^«^^' brought out fhe

Trl ?.nnl
*^,^^^^'"- Again the conversation was begun,and conducted m an unknown tongue ; to my ea? it

Wy "ttV'}''^! "^"^^ ^^'^^- usTJ^irou

Cc^La I
^ ^"^^" "*"" conductor spoke with equal

whTch a. ^r?- r ?f™ ''^^ shrouded in a dark cloak,Which, as the daylight grew stronger, he gathered still

tr'netl^
'"""' ''" ^^' ^'^'^^' -^ ^"itudes of

venP^nT i?^^'^
expressive of the deepest awe andveneration-howeyer kingly his former state and station

\\l
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might have been, it was impossible that even the " leader

of armies, the ' Barb of the Desert," could have had more

obsequious or idolatrous subjects than the tenants of these

cabins.
.

" Here you will remain," said he, approaching the litter,

" till the return of night. The space between sunset and

sunrise will be suffiiMcnt to carry you to your journey's

end—if you still remain of the mind to make that your

resting-place, which hath to recommend it seclusion and

my promise of the protection your situation requires.

These men will faithfully transport you to a place of

safety. If you are in danger, and need my assistance,

cause a conchshell to be blown thrice upon the summit of

a steep crag, which has a dark and frightful glen beneath

it—my people call it the " Glen of Obboney," one mile

east of your dwelling. When the echo of the last call has

died away, bid the ' Barb of the Desert' appear, and his

presence will not be wanting. If gratitude have a place

in your heart, say nothing of what you have seen and

heard. Farewell for a time, and may Accompong of the

he avens bless and protect you."

He spoke a few words to the negroes, doubtless in ex-

planation of their duties, and was gone. We were re-

moved into the interior of the cabin, and accommodated as

well as the limited conveniences of the place would per-

mit. My fatigues during the night had been great, but

heafing came on the wings of sleep, and 1 opened my eyes

near midday, with stronger sensations of returning power

and vigour than I had experienced since my wound. Ap-

prehended consequences do not always ensue—the dews

and mists, never iieallhilil, and here particularly deleterious,

had brought with them neither colds nor agues,stity joints, nor

inflammations. 1 could have walked without help, though

I forbore to do so. Hunger now puid us a visit, but the

doors were tin^ongcd with domestic fowls, and a repast

prepared by our iiet^ro girl, under the eye of her beauti-

ful mistress, left us nothing to wish for in respect of food.

When it was dark, our journey was resumed, and pur-

sued to a termination a little after midnight. There was

a sweet blush, a bewitching consciousness upon the face of

my bride elect, as we entered the house soon to become
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mine and ours. Has the reader ever remarked the air ofleased perplexity and repressed bustle which a young wife
all unused to the cares of housekeeping, andfS wkhaful sense of the importance attached Xo hernewfe aUondisplays upon her return home from her first vish after shehas commenced housekeeping? It does onego^to see herLook at her what a dreadful fluster she tin » L^e alandsman suddenly invested with the command ofa sWp u,>

musi De done, but it completely puzz es her to sav whntand she wishes-" mamma was there." She bids the cl^ahsbe dusted and set "to rights," though not in the wron^

cal scart, along the polished rose-wood as beautiful as her-

re tTat ^^0?'^' " '^^T"
^^iness

;
she makessure that neither of the present favourites, the lap-doxr nor

the kitten, has disturbed the rounded sy^metrToft^^^^^prime prudes the couches and ottomans
; anSishes her

Sire'fit'oftt^^^^^^^^^
*^"^ by inspecting th^mirr:wnere tne ht ot the bridal cap, with its s x yards of ninkriband IS quite as much attended to as the plate which^refleets her charms, or the gilding which surrounds^t

1 Jove to visit young married people-1 love above allthings to dine with them during'^the first month of theirhousekeeping
!
Many is the timS I have gormls o^t ofmy way to be present at the midday mlal in the houseof a pair who were in the firstmonth of matrimonySseventy-two hours in every twenty-four, and havSl fnotes of life placed on the ledger lines in alt. I wi oncevery mischievous-I am not so now, age is a saLobere?

of frohc fancies, a real Lord Angelo in judgment uDonhuman frailties-I was once very mischieiousraniExtremely to have a joke. Then it was my' delight to

il f
^^"'^ ^^^1 '^y ^°^*^«« ^«« ^ bride of some fewweeks, to do a vast deal of bowing and scraping to her a^mistress of the mansion, with a mSre than needed repeti

tion of the words " Mrs." and " your husband," to ask herfor a part of the dish which required nice carving, and tosue for other favours at table which, to grant wifh gracemust have been taught by experience-toVU^ ateS
outrages upon the lady's bashfulness, and nlJ^lltm^Z

15*

*<*
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monial estate, delighted beyond measure. I would not,

of course have done these things at another than a family

party, nor when strangers were present.

1 have made these remarks as introductory to a descrip-

tion of the manner in which my bride elect perfoj-med the

office of hostess. If a wife feels timidity at being placed

in a situation which draws all eyes upon her, and, more

loudly than any other, proclaims the connexion which in-

vests her with the riglit to preside at the head of the table,

what must a bashful young girl feel, who receives her affi-

anced husband under her roof in the utter absence of

friends and relatives, to direct, countenance, or assist

her, and with only one domestic of our own colour ?

But Margarelta's charming timidity—for the two or three

earlier days of our residence at the " Mountain house"—

wore off gradually, and there came in the room of it that

air of high-bred case, and quiet self-possession, which dis-

tinguishes tlie lady, who naturally graceful, and confident

of her powers to please, adds to it experience in the modes

and forms of polished life, and puts the bow and thankye,

and the " wing or tlie breast ?" in precisely the right place,

and at that happy moment which is best described by the

elegant phrase " nick of time."

'the mountain air ofJamaica—indeed of all mountainoug

countries—acts powerfully on the human frame. I wonder

not that " hilismen" have ever been heroes, that liberty has

been cradled and nursed in the fastnesses of mountains,

furnishing models for emulation, and themes for bards and

poets. Whether tlie unconquerable, untameable spirit

which animates the mountaineer, proceeds from the air of

the region he occupies, or from the circumstances of his

general poverty, which, by impelling him to labour and

ey.erciae, give him strength and activity, health and vigour,

the courage to encounter danger, and the stamen to

endure privation, I know not. But sure I am, that man's

nature partakes ofthat which is thegoverningprincip'e of iiis

own immediate world. His mind can scarcely soar while

he inhabits the Pontine Marshes ; it will not sink or sicken

amid the Grampian Hills, or the mountains of Switzerland.

I have Frequently asked myself what would be the

nature and conduct of those who inhabit the Earth, if they
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us spnng—autumn—summer—winter nrh h,,* .1
^

With mountains thrtv miles hiah? ^.. • t • ' P.
its ever-perennial vLrdure or in l?t' "^.T"

"'' ^'^^

re™,fy,ng influence of mountains upon awenk or Z.nrf

SZnlo=iS----„£
of the word-the millions of varied forms it p,«ems ?

Zrt'd".
"'%'*"• '"'""''' «f =• collection ofPpicturt

ski I il.?f
^

T;, }^^''" "'"^ ^^'^ 'opic'ed with equal*", tI,B f.,atures of all the different variefes of the human
J

oc.es, w,th the costumes it is theirs to sport in storm "nd.Jn.s!.i,>e. we deem the exhibition more than intc"rSg, we
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deem it useful. It; is so with descriptions of natural

scenery, which, when they are not fancy sketches, are as

interesting and profitable as delineations of the human

character and features.

Hitherto fny account of the island has been confined to

the southern side. Between this and the northern side, as

the reader has been told, there lies a chain of lofty moun-

tains, and these separate two regions, almost as dissimilar

as Carmarthenshire and Romney Marsh. The south side

boasts grandeur and sublimity ; abrupt precipices and inac-

cessible cliffs, chaos enthroned in desolation—stupendous

ridges, with the clouds momentarily shivering themselves

to atoms against their summits. Far different is that por-

tion which lies north of the mountains. It was upon this

fide that Columbus first approached the island, and here ob-

tained that view which, if his biographer has made a true

report of his opinion, led him to pronounce it the finest he

had obtained in his voyages.

Our little cabin was situated on a commanding eminence,

which enabled us to overlook much of the surrounding

country. For a picture of still life, we had " wide vales

and symmetrically rounded hills," slopes covered with the

beautiful pimento shrub, and sward the most verdant that

ever dwelt on the enraptured eyesight of human beings.

In the distance lay the harbour of Porte Maria, famous for

having given an asylum to the same great discoverer when

his ship was in distress ; and where some half dozen

barks were now riding at anchor perhaps in the very spot

Cloughed by the first keel that divided the waters of that

ay. Nearer were the dwelling-house and sugar works of

Zachary Bayley, one of the most opulent and best informed

planters of the 'island. Other groups of negro cabins, with

the more lordly dwellings of their proprietors, caught your

eye as you suffered it to take the sweep of the morning

horizon. No spot could be more replete with beauties than

this. There was a succession of that for which St. Mary's

parish is more remarkable than any other in the island—

a

due intermixture of hill and dale, mountain and valley, the

elevated spaces clothed with noble woods to their very sum-

mits, the depressed adorned with a thousand cultivated

beauties and works of art.

l\
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^^''J
^^^-g^retta had received the homaceof her slaves; and as it was soon whispered that "mTssushab got a young massa," I came in for a share of heirduckings anJ gnmaces. It seldom fails that those slaves

et^ptSe Kr'
P?^^

'^''l!'^'
^"^ affectioia" alwal

Lroem nV L^T!"^"^!f"'\^'^" ^'^ ^«r«^ than the frozenserpent of the fabulist, that bit his benefactor hi the heel

erva'tTs'Tp
'''' ^'^""/^ '^•™- Our ^rLlpal hou e!servant was a Papaw, or inhabitant of that part of Africawhich IS usually known by the name of Wh dal ThePapaws are usually preferred for domestic 7eT^ts beinsthe most doc. e of the imported negroes. EnuX removed

Ivn^andZT 'T *'f
r^^aro^^ -^ warre korXn^tyn, and the tnnid and desponding Ebo, the Papaw is a

to yfut irwiH^";'"^"^^'^
^'^ -''^ treatmSXS

Iniml
^""' '^^^' ^' ""^ °^^^^ «f y«"r domestic

I have always been addicted to favourites. Of all hu-man weaknesses, that which makes a pet of an irratbnacreature has most claims to be forgiven.^ WheTJerSupon the natui-e of them, and thei? aptitud^to rolard ^^^^^
with eyes of affection, it is almost impossible not to m™kea warm return. With me, to see brLs in favouHs to acertain degree, a recommendation of him or her who per^mits them to be so. When I see a child fondling a7avoSlamb, k.tten, puppy, chicken : a lady caressing a cross hug!band, or feeding her canary-bird, or goldfinch or snanip?
a hunter stroking his hound

; a warricfr pmin. ^^Teck ofh.s favourite charger
; I know not how it is but I be tow amore fervent k.ss on the child, feel a strong he inat on todo the same by the iady, wish the hunter success with admy heart, and scan the features of my brother in irms

easv tn kT" ' '

^""'"'l ?' ^'^ ''''''"^^- "« ^^'^ finds it aneasy ta.k to get on my blind side who evinces an interestn the brute creation, and endeavours to lighten the r

^::^''''Tr'i?'''' '''r^'^^'
them, tlleir Land

m' .h?h!v'.L-w
' '''""^'•^'^ ^''''''' ^'^' '"-""g^'t me intoman) an awkward scrape in my time. My svmpathv withthe sufferings of Jacko, Captain Borden's monkey led ono less than three pitched Imttles between the boy^ of tho

f r

,
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hamlet, all got up by my resentment at the insults heaped

upon the suffering quadruped. And truly, what business

had they to pull his ears, or spit in his face ? Bo's'n, the old

house-dog, and no unimportant personage in my early

memoirti, was another fruitful source of black eyes and

bloody noses. My quixotism once carried me so far as to

get soundly flogged in defending an old mule from a

merited castigation for sulkiness.

To return from brutes to negroes, the Papaw had been

baptized, and now bore the Christian name of Thomas

;

and hence, and from his being more moral than his com-

panions, bore among his fellows the designation " St.

Thomas in the Vale," which was also that of an adjoining

parish. But he chose to be called by his African name,

Futte Jallah Sing, and we humoured him. Futte Jallah

Sing was an excellent and good hearted negro, and soon

became my favourite, and the prime minister of the estab-

lishment. He possessed, even in a remarkable degree, that

disposition to talk often and much which belongs to Afri-

cans wherever found. Loquaciousness is as sure an attri-

bute of the negro, as theft is of the Esquimaux, or vindic

tiveness of the Italian. I say nothing of professional de-

clamation, for the negroes have regularly educated orators 1

and these are quite as prosy and eternal as the generality

of their brethren in civilized countries. It is of common
conversation—the small talk, the " yard of riband and skein

of silk" parlance of which I am speaking. Commend me

to a flock of rooks, magpies, an offended parrot, a " bar"

of monkeys, met to try an action of trespass in the woods

ofDemerara, for discretion in the use of the tongue. You

shall listen to a gang of half a dozen negroes, when their

eyes and pores are open—in cold weather, and after a very

hard day's work, they will be as silent as a poultry-house

just before day-break, and, upon my word, there shall not

be, put it all together, five minutes silence in as many hours.

Perpetual motion is a fool to it ; because, in the case sup-

posed, there would be half a dozen or more perpetual mo-

tions all impelled by a single cause, all moving like the sails

of a windmill, upon a single axle.

Two months and better had now elapsed, and my
Strength had increased so much that I was able to take long

_f
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the elasti4 of my sLws lT^' T' '"?*'"°^* ^^^^'^e
back, studyL how TEu ^'''V'

^®^"' ^""^ ^ome pages
shocking hfSed^cafofm/^^^^^^^ '"^ '^'^ ''^^^'^ ^K?
and my grow ngdS to my fair hostess,

her. Afore vhfue ^ooSnoL
^^ "^''^^^'^ g««d mypromise to

compassion, and £nSv wpr?''^'
'^""*"^«^ ^^ ^^'"Per,

fom than in that of1gSSVh''^''"n"'rH'" «"^ ^o-'

loved her. What I hVd for « r
®\«^^^"

?
but I had never

thing like thatJ^eh^gt 7
at a later date, possessed nfv IT' ^ ^^"^ ^^-^^'"^ ^hich,
gratitude, but not We A^H ^fl

"^"^ S'"*^*"^^' ^^'^
studied as an index of fh. i

'r*^'J/«"ntenance might be
undergoing ?he same L f ^'T' ^f''g^retta herself was
same 'stroSg^trp^eS"; ctviS"^ TheT t""

''^
were not « made for each other "wJ" *''"*^ "' ^e
we were sociable and friendiv h ,^^^»!r« ^^re together
but not loving

; and soon "- ^^ ? '

affectionate
;
kind,

attentions of^ante"nuS Z? *"' ^'"^' endearments and
our tete-^-t^tes And whit

"''^ ""^'^ ^^"^'"g from
that the estrangement setned't'n?

'""'*
'""'^P'^S was,

but rather to increase our 11«f.^''^^^^ ^"^^^" "^'^^e*-

one week more we we/e to b^^^^^^^
'"

spoke of it; we neither mad^ - ' ^^^ "^'^^^^^

event nor to avoid it

arrangements to meet the

labours, and o hear hnltJ '^'
u^^'i""

^^' "^^r«i"g

^^•hich ^ere no cares with ! "\^'' ^""""^'^'^ ^^res,

lively strain; butTasusnt;^ """^^ ^T"» P^'^^P'^ i" a
tei dropped lo'tirr^e ^^"^' '^^ ''^' ' ^^ ^-

which lay spread oufbeneathuT '^'^^^^^tiful scenes

uenvea tnrough the same enchanting medium.
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Margarctta played-hcavcnly, I believe, is the word to

express a young lady's excellence in the accon.phshuient

of music, as «' divinely" informs you that she draws a little,

and - bewitchingly" that she can dance. Now, vvhat proves

there was nothing like genuine love subsisting betvveen us

i that, in teaching me to play on the piano, the application

of her hand to mine in « fingering," neither procUiced m me

that glow of happiness, nor in her that blush of conscious-

ncss which would have attended it had we loved each other.

Every morning there was a procession ot the young

necrroes from the cabins, to inquire how " young massa

and missus did ?" It soon became noised through the adja-

cent plantations that there was to be a marriage at and

occupation of the Mountain house ;
and Fame having soon

bruited my name as a good master, and reported more

beneficent actions than 1 shall ever have done if 1 live o

be as old as Methuselah, I was pestered from morning to

ni«ht with « ticket bearers," that is, negroes requesting me

toW them. Had I been a moneyed man, and in want of

slaves, I could, in a fortnight, have slocked Agualta Vale

with the « prime hands" of the island. This arose from a

custom, not so common in the West Indies as it is in the

Bouthern states of America, and which is this. It being

necessary, upon a sale of negroes, to concilia e them in a

choice of masters, as far as can be done consistent with the

interests of their owners—if they be not consulted, they

will run away; they are furnished with tickets called ''per-

mits," which purport that " Quambo," or " Sambo " "heme

about to be sold, his price so many pounds by Caleb

Congo, Esq. or Mr. Frank Fantee, has permission to choose

his purchaser." The slave thus invested with power to

treat for his own sale-^of course not toreceive tne purchase-

monev, goes out and inquires the character of the persons

who may be likely to become buyers ; or guided by exist-

ing prepossessions to him to whom he wishes to belong,

and so continues his applications till he has effected a change

of ownership to his liking. It was owing to this custom,

and my good character ! that I was perplexed with negro

visiters from morning till night.
, , ,, , ,,

Matters went on thus, and neither had the courage to

tell the other the state of his or her mmd. This waf
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Monday
;
on Thuridny at four o'clorlc Jn *u a

Marguretta was to become mv wife n ^'^ ^^^"^^on
or the morning, Futtee JaHah^Sir^t* ^?"?"^ ^^^ ^^^^^

likely to be LughttaS^^
I knew, however thairf^^rr^'^""'*''^"«^°"seq"ences.
things. Ihat the cahbre o^rp' ^^ ^^'^'^^ ^'^^ kittle

run a metaphor down «rfm h i

^"^^1" ""^erstanding, to
pound." I^suppS il^^^^^^^ :5"'?^"J'«

"sixteenth a

of more than ordinary nnwpr ! I !
^ ^^ ** '"'^''^"^^"^

means to purchase l7admrdeu.rmv' ""f
^^>^^"^ ^'

to a little' inconvenience tr^teSirtlTe'll^P^'r^.^'^atrument—when h*» onr«« *
°

,
^"® ^^^hc or the n-

exordia™.iTtTZZ.7CiftZ,' '^"^'''''-^
Now a negro .xordium i, a waVs the s^m»

™P«rt=«nce.
of past services, hardshiD.an7f„ -5 .

® enumeration
the number of chiW™ ;h^? K

""'^""'
^ ^'««™ent of

".aster, a .^cap tulatt "f nsLcr„r'™'"=''. "> '^^"
the deduction Ling their own pf

"favours done him,

inadequate compefsata made,hem rf
""?''

""u"*
">«

precept and practice the aZi^IT cj-
^''y 'leny, both in

lenee, and w?ll KnothiW 1
1"'^-!''"'"''^^^^^ '^™evo.

gation," requiri„ran eSent f^ri
" un'^quited obli-

with a zeal second to none of »^ / .m™7, P^''^ ^"'<'«
for hire.

"® °' "" ^^'"' s children who ply

te/him be^rlch' "nlf.' "T":""' """»« "ind hi»
den leetle."

^ """ "='''« I"™ l"ow more great

e;^:ndt:?r'3iiUii!:!;L.:;j^^^^^^^

X!rx}:!!p^ i^pteira^TaS
ffi,.^es^„ anot'SHc-^Ta .el-t'tv^i:

mXVTS tht?te«f^o^netV. ''^'' ^''-
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" Well, well, whatever it be, let's have it. I hate long

stories you know."
" Den I tell my berry good massa. Oh, massa, did him

eber see de White river where him go rattlin and roarin

like mad bull, or twenty tousand tunders, ober de great

rock?"
"All that, and other wonders innumerable and hor-

rible."

" Den massa know how dc white man's blood run 'fore

two suns hide him 'hind de tree tops. Oh, my berry good
massa, Jallah two eyes alamos drop blood—drop water
berry fas—when he link where kine massa, and kine

massa's leetle bird, buful missus, be 'fore de time come thai

two suns go asleep."

The poor fellow's heart seemed ready to burst with
anguish at the thought of the danger threatening those he
loved so well.

" But Jallah," said I, " what is to be done to me and
the other white people V*

" Oh, massa, me nebber tell—dey kill poor Jallah ib him
tell—him tak de fettish."

" And what is the fettish ?"

" Oh, my berry good massa, dey gib Jallah—any body
dat dey make hold de tongue fas—blood, Jallah blood, any
body blood, mixed wid airt" (earth) " dat dey dig out dade
man's grave—pour liddle wader—berry liddle wader wid

it,—den dey take a stick and stir him up and gib Jallah

—

any body—drink. Den dey say Accompong, strike Jallah

wid tunder ib he teli what he see ; dey say Assarki, make
airt shake Jallah ib him tell what him see : dey say Ipboa,

set ole sea top a storm ib him tell what him see : and

when dey hab done all dese tings dey las of all call 'pon

old Obboney—ooite man say debble,—to bring hims

febres and sores, show hims black fiice, make poor JaUah

terble 'fraid ;—scare any body ib him tell."

" I understand you, Jallah. There is mischief afloat,

and those who have launched it have made you take an

oath after your country's fashion that you would not

divulge it."

" Ees, my berry good massa."
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Ail'St te-"'' ""• y»» """not dirulge any panTf

make Jallah talk ober da bHte „Sh ™??' "''«" ^^
S'Sg no pint wid hi, fiLef. L!;f.^'''^y'^"«eJallal,
look widtts own ew ™^l ' ?"?'? ""assa—any body—
hi' own tong^r"

^^^'^y 'VJallah nebber mate tSl wid

JaUahr
•""" '" '«'^« «« 'o go before we reach this glen

«^'loSlrp°XtSJI'L*" TV^jy ™ "e bailey.'

cotton-tree, big seroum^^ /.
^ 7"**'' ""gb bombai, hi»h

Then co«.iW*neiTe' - V*«r ^'|be.: or wild C|?
wbom the half.,reacte% ViLte' f"''"" ?°'" 'boi
•hades, he intimated by ,iS^fil^f'^.

^""" *« infernal
«">uing to assert with thfniZ., ^ "*"* »"' ««• <:on.
apology to Obi, or the spirit of ,h»

"^"1'^' by way of
vast difference' betwtS^'thl two 'fJ' ""r' 'i^'" "^ «
secret,—that he had broken J^Z.^^^i "'^ *™lging a
to acquaint me of my Z^I^^'tk^ ']?' b^ bad tafen
ready to spill his bloody™f;; 3i%ft"hful creature,
«^n, to peril himself h, TteZ'^kl^^-1 f*"^'-

«'<'''»•

hke one in the aaue wiiJ^ .ki
'n™'ble beings, shook

'o his race at fte^thoS XhTh?''°"5 ^"""^ ^""'»°»
hs eyes in a constant tour If i ,

""' '''""«• He kept
dark spot in the m.rJ„ j' " ''."'y- reconnoitring eyenr
hiding iym^|Jt:i™K?S /'''''• ^l''"'' ^^« n^w
^ every moment to slli.T''!-' I*","'"''** «»P«e»-
«>ramortiity of helllrLS/*"'^- ^?™' '"h 'he
P-b himL what «.^r:!Si"tew.t '^

i'i>!
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obligations and penalties—told him was a virtual breaking

of his oath.

The belief of a negro in the power and practice of

Obeah obtains in the West Indies, especially in Jamaica,

even in a greater degree than in Africa. Obi, the noun,

and Obeah, the adjective, signify, the former a wizard, the

latter his calling. The practice of wearing charms or

amulets seems to be a favourite one with savage nations.

Throughout the western continent, from Labrador to

Cape Horn, the practice obtains of wearing certain prei)a-

rations with a view to protect the wearer from bodily

harm ; but they are never, I believe, used in those coun-

tries as operatives upon the lives of others. The Obeah

charm or spell consists of materials as various and discord-

ant as those which formed the ingredients of the poisoned

caldron in Macbeth, though their enumeration shall lack

the rhythm of Shakspeare's divine description. In the

North American wilds, I had seen the superstitious Indians

armed with magic preparations of owls' heads, rattlesnakes'

skins and rattles, beaks of eagles, claws of panthers and

wild-cats; here the charm was composed of blood,

feathers, parrots' beaks, dogs' teeth, grave dirt, egg-

shells, &c.

CHAPTER XVI.

We set out on our dangerous expedition a little after

dark. Margaretta had no suspicion of the cause which

took me abroad at that hour, and delicacy prevented her

putting me any questions. Our path lay, for the greater

part of the distance, through a wilderness of crag, dell,

ravine, and precipice—a wilder spot could not, I imagine,

have been found in any country. After working our way

with patience and perseverance for more than an hour,

we came to a steep crag, bearing upon its summit a huge

projecting rock, beneath which lay a dark and frightful glen,

answering, in its character, to the Glen of Obboney. I

1 v
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had no doubt that I stood in the precise spot where unon

the bS of?hV?i :1
general rising of the slaves, andine aura ot the Desert was the chief and leader The

Se drama of'I.Sl'"^
"' "\™'""' '^''«»™»1 "^ '«•peine araraa ot rebellion was to have the advnntnrro ^.f .

rdtdrt\"4r.f'^^

i
^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^r^^n'

to aXshet of thnt t''^'
^o^ever, lest he should give vent

Jl «^^ r u .
<^^aractenstic eloquence which is quitetoo noisy for a business of life and death.

^

in m/earHfrS"'^^'- \^"™\^" ™P^'^^t «Pi«ode

"iS whP^5?'f 1, ?""''T^ ^P^^'^ '" ^he history Sf the

rioTs wlv« hJ '^ P^^^-
'
'^^^ ^^^" accounted for in va-

us fulJvZ»^r^"°"'
wnters,but by none so as to satisfyus lul y that they were correct in their premises or \oa\c^]

wa d Thfvwe^^^^^^^^^
^^"" previously, or were after-wara. i ney were sufferinff no uiiusual severity, thev werelabouring under no particufar privation. It bei;n afa sea!

fhf! I ™j, ^^' *° ^^^^ moment, a matter of doubt whe-ther, when Idleness was left out of the enumerated causesof revolt the palpable and true cause was notomhted iforigma ed upon plantations where the slave, had rl^eived

xpeSnlTrr^^ "'f "P^" others, wheJe they hadexperienced hard and cruel usage, and had a list of realgnevances demanding to be redrlssed, and were able to?,hibit scars of a « million of beating" ;s a pToof how muchthey suffered
;

there they remainedVec^^^^^^^^^^
ou the struggle. My own solution of the enigma of thli^rising m one place without a cause, and of thir beasSendurance in another, is. the presence, at the fii^rof w^ambitious master-spirit, and t£e materials upon which hScould work, and of his and their absence from tho^ spot*which remained tranquil and undisturbed. It is knoXtohave origmated among the Koromantyns, or nativesTt£
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Gold Coast, and to have been general wherever that fierce

and savage tribe were found in sufficient numbers for the

organization which the Barb of the Desert carried into

practice among his people. The other tribes, in whom
the love of liberty and the desire of vengeance, if likely

to be fraught with any labour, are the lowest in the scale

of impulses—the least persuasive to action of any human

motives, remained passive.

Descending the steep precipice, Jallah leading, and I

following, we came about half-way down to a broad flat

stone, placed curiously against the side of the precipice,

so as to appear to be the masonry of nature rather than of

her sometime copyist, but oftener, both in pen and pencil,

caricaturist, man. Removing this stone, a small opening,

rather larger than the flue of a chimney of the fashion of

the sixteenth century, was revealed to us. The negro

pointed to the aperture, and said " Massa go in, Jallah

come arpter."
" Jallah," said I, in a low voice, " is there no treachery

in this ? Are you not enticing me into a place where harm

is intended me ?"

« What for Jallah nebber min' fettish—what for he tell

all about what dey mean to do to massa, but to sabe him

berry good massa, him buful missus? No, no, massa,

Jallah 'peak true. He say ib him no carry massa back

safe an' soun', he show true—he die for him. Jallah do so."

" I will trust you, boy. And yet, Jallah, do you see this

pistol ? It holds two bullets."

" Ees, massa, Jallah see leetle bang. Me see massa put

two bullits in de leetle bang. Oh,, massa, pint de leetle

feller todder way, do—mebbe he go off" and soot poor

Jallah."
, ^

" If you have deceived me, and are about to lead me,

purposely, into a net, the first thing I will do, when I find

myself caught, is to shoot you through the heart."

«' Ees, massa, when Jallah play tricky, den him massa

soot poor Jallah troo de heart, wid one buUit—two bullit."

" Go in, I will follow you."

The dimensions of the cavern into which my Ebo slave

conducted me might have been a hundred by fifty feet,

and its height thirty. By some contrivance, the Ebo of

or.
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tTeToToffi iU^r?tW^^ 'T ^"^P^"^^^ fr-
would be visTbirrSe efe

' ."^7,^^^ "^^^'"g i" ^^

afforded would be insXj!n?V ^^l "^^^^'^J^ ^^ ''g^t

a kind of slmdow seen in ?hff T'^ '^^' ^ ^«'"' «"*""«'

The air of the ^vern siLSd n' Tu'' "^ '^' "^°^"-

dered yet more chilU^ hvthl a
''''^'^ '''^'on, was ren-

continual tricSngofialJ W ^^"P"^.«i occasioned by a

uncertain light ca^stbv^Lt'^";*' ''^^'- ^^^ ^^ ^d
of my visit renHpLrT.r '^^P^' together with the nature

andsC '''"* '^' '^^"^ ^"'i "^y feelings gloomy

we nad not been ensconced m our retrpnt rr^r^L *u
five mmutes when half a dozen negroL entered On^rthem carried a flaming brand amf thl^^/L r

^"^^^
rather, dry brush-wood HaW nilln ^u''

^^^^ots, or

materials in the centre of tw5 ^^^ '?P *^^ combustible

they walked\teTtlrs'a^unr^^^^^^^^ ^-^^

'^t'I supposed to be imprecationrof so^^^^^^^^
^^^*

tions of enomJpc n«« rli .

"Gity, or denuncia-

y iiung me reptile upon a miniature gallows, leaving it
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\l

to writh* in a state of partial itrai.(^ii1ation. This signified

what they were preparing to do with their masters.

A moment after, three more entered, and each of these

brought an alligator. The arrivals were now momentary,
and soon the cavern was half fiU'«d with these—in &
double sense—sons of darkness

; probably, in half an
hour after our arrival, there were two hundred assembled.

The company, as far as I could judge, were, to a man,
Koromantyns. They were as tall, Ixiny, and vigorous as

the North-American Indians; except in the hair and
features of the face, they were much such men. The
greater part of them were armed, principally after a rude
fashion, with bludgeons, knives, and rice-scythes, but there

were some who had guns, pistols, and swords, and bore
them in a way which intimated a previous schooling in

their use.

In the mean time the assembly got on very slowly with
their business. They appeared to be waiting the arrival

of some one whose presence was necessary to their delibe-

rations. He came at rather a late hour, and with him
some whom I supposed to be the principal sub-chiefs of

the revolt. It need not be told that in this person I saw the

man who, by his generous care of myself, had bound me
to an oath of silence, and whom I was now led to regard
with shivering. The " Barb of the Desert" was before

me. He Was dressed—how procured was never known

—

in the full uniform of a British general ofiicer. Such a

being I never saw before, and may never chance to see

again. He was at least six feet four inches high, and his

frame, in other respects, equally removed from the com-
mon proportions of men. His air was that of a prince,

not a prince in chains, he was Poms before Alexander ; an

imperial mind, unbroken, unbowed by defeat, and sus-

tained in its reverses by a consciousness of exceeding

intellectual strength, and of physical courage adequate to

any possible danger. His air was that of one who may
flay, " I have met and baffled every thing which it depended
on self to subdue ; that I have failed in being all I sought

to be is the fault df others."

Hitherto, and from the commencement of the evening,

ilence had penraded the assembly,—a circumstance

« i*

i I
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which, independently oi others l^d mo #« •

character of danffern..« o^„ ' "™® *^ *"»Pute to t a
the leaders,!& him tn h '"^"T^ ^^ ^^"g^^ one of
-urely marL a iruTted neto1'"^^^ ^^ *^^ «*^"* ^^ich as
turkey, rose andcomlnceH « ^^' \Peacock or male
may be remarked ZtThl I ^^^^i-

*^ ^'^ ^'•^**»^«"- ''

were principalinonductlH j
P'T^^'"^' ^^ ^'^^ evening

as I afterward learned ?A'^/Pf«'^^ '^"^ue, a dialect,

some guess of its imnoH L .
^°^'*- ' could form

trembhng, rnd the ?olS.5 'T'?'^'" •'^"^h'^ excessive
which sel-ved to show hft h^

"^^ ^he whites of his eyes,
This speaker wafveTy brief' Tsff'""/ '^^'^^^ ^^ '*•

iow tone, aAd without thr"-i' .
^^'"^ * '^w words in a

which usually Sinlsh^
«nd extravagant gestures

finished he saVdrn"" ^'dfwrieTt'oT .
^'"''^ ^^^

from what should follow
^""^ """^ '^« '™Port

pnrro?t%S^^^^^ - l^e the principal
infirmity, rose, and ffoinfftrtL?"T"g ^'*^ y^ars and
removed a large stone ^th^

the further end of the cavern,
«pot darker thfn the suJrotn^-^*'''"

"^^^^^^^ ^o my eye a
to be the C^hofT^r^^^'J'^'^^''^'^^
'pealed spot he dfew out a klttr'^^T^^

-^'^"^ '^^' <^«n-

flions, and placW it S^ ?he cp't"'' ?'T^' P'^'^'P^' *«"
by these desperate mei ipV'' ^^*^^ circle formed
which the ad'dresslmdi^^ ^""^"'^ "t^«
elbow, one approached and J^i* • ^^'^l"^

^'^ ^^"^ *« the
scientific skill an SLwht?P^'"^^.^l^ ^'^^
abundantly. Another anH^/i^ ''^"'^^ ^''^ ^^°°^ to flow
their tribu^te intfttW ^^,7,^^^^^^
regulate any incision so a« fl' j ^^® impossible to
cause to fliw tTe precise mL'^"^"'"

' S'^"" quantity, or
over, as the stoutCted Tt'"™ "^^ and, more-
intrepidity by i„flt5„7j^^^^^^^^^^ !?T ^^^^^
kettle would have been tvS£ ^nV /''^''T^^

t^^t the
which was drawn been IZT ?l'^ i^^^ ^" ^^e blood
taking away o7 the arm 5"

v!"^ '"^ ^^^ ^"^^ ^t' The
unstayed blood trickk^/fl

""^ Wortunity to thetrickle or flow according to the depth

I!'

) !
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and situation of the gash ; soon the whole space within

the circle vras coloured, or rather discoloured, by the

anguine flood. The floor of the cavern resembled that

of a slaughter-house, and, upon receiving the flickering

beams of the lamps, gave out a shade—but I do not love

to dwell upon any thmg so very horrible.

When each-and'every one had contributed a portion of

his life to the contents of the kettle, the negro who ofH-

ciated as the high-priest of the rites went to the sub-cave,

or treasury,' and brought thence a basket, the bare contents

of which created a shudder in the assembly. For the

first time in the evening the conversation was conducted in

the gibberish of those who had unlearned their own
tongue without learning any other.

" Bodder Quaw, shure he git de airt out dead man's

grave ?" asked one, till now silent.

" Berry shure. Sang ;" answered the pa/ty addressed

by the Gold-Coast name of Quaw ;
" Me dig down where

dey bury ole massa Billy Brimmer; fine bones braky,

braky, get up whole airt full a bone—tigh-bone, solder-

blade, teet, toe-bone ; look-a-here, Sang, see wid him own
ears." And he uncovered the basket, and displayed a

quantity of earth mixed with the cracked and disjointed

bones of the dead.
" Pour dem into de blood. Sang," said Quaw ;

" make
berry goodfettish—quick—time go much more dan liddle,

deal ado Yore mornin ; 'member dat. Sang."

With that, Quaw poured the earth and bones into the

blood. Song then drew from his pocket a small drinking

eup, and filled it with the loathsome and horrid mixture.

" Now for de fettish, and every body hear what Sang

ay. May Accompong, de greater ob all, may ole Ob-

boney, de mos baddest, hear what Sang say. May fettish

make him belly burse—make him bone rot, ib him tell

what him see, ib him tell what him hear, ib him make
how what for him learn dis night."*

Had the oath been as cautiously administered to Jallah,

what would have been the issue of this revolt ! Believing,

* Thii is the usual form of administering the ffittish, or oath of

silence or purgation. They frequently give it to their wives when they

•uspect th«m of infidelity.

-**i',^
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ut dead man's

When Quaw had fini^hfj t''''
^*'"''" "acrifices.

ministered to all, and X caldrnl
^"^ *" '^^^ ^««" ^d-

contentd. The oath nf «f "^^^'^ emptied of its

for silence rtmovet IreTaJ inrh"''
^"^ ^^^ ^-'^^i^-

give loose to the bloodv «,^ * ^"^'P.""
impatience to

which they were animatVh^/r'^"".^'" sentiments by
" BroddV saL h7?t ? ^^rflrT" '?/^/P-«^

now as no say at all But hr^L
fettish-all de same

Man in de skv for help nl^^^^^^^
"^"^ ^^^ ^rate

berry big tall God, w^idS h^u?. '^r'"J"""'«
**^^

pray loud, sing berrv loi.H \r ' ^^'^'^ *^®7 "^eets,
Fetu. or.FantynTLtn^^^"'' Tt^^^'A^^ J^bi
opper sacrifice not much"

P'^^^-^^^^^'' «ing-nebber

-nelbrr^^ks'lett^^^^^^^
pleased widout much^'p^' *^'"i,^,;jT P'^««l^' ^^o good
good too. When nigeer man ..t K i

'
^'"^ ^^'^ '""ch

he pourout much >'n de ai ?l^'^rTiTor '^T'""^dey gib him de biggerest yam/'f
"^""^ "^^'•«»

nor, mdeed, does the Whidah 1 .
^^ Apollonia and the river Volt*

*

remarkable' diversity
^"^"^ •^"""*'-^'

''''^<'"''-'<>^' Proper,pZ^t^ni
naL;tncSrS ^^t*S P"; o'' Africa the following are th.
pong is the God of the he";^^tan/tfeVrea"t7''r ^f"^'

" "^co^!
or infinite goodness • to « i.!: fu

Creator of all things • n Ho.*-

lonour." ' " ""'"OM of the liquor, tbty drmk to hii
" Ipboa if the eod of the >> Tr ii. .

»pon their coast ?edelayed,rjy,aci^^LTr"\°V^ '^''i°'> fad.
of Ipboa." -^

'
^^y acnfice a hog to deprecate the wraA

-Mtt2;ti.r'yiS.tii'^i.r;heW''r i-"-"- •*""- »-
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•« We tank Accompong. Dat is enouf for Acconipong,"

said another. ' Wc gib Assarki rum, so he go asleep berry

content. And we don't want any ting ob Ipboa, so he be

damned. But Obboncy, one berry bad sperit, ebery body

know dat, brodderg, we ought to hab Obboney, ole debble,

our side. He help us berry much, he be our side. Quaw,

him say what we mus do to bring ole Obboney, ooite

mans say debble, from todder Bide, ooito man's side,

where him be now."
'• Obboney lub blood—lub smell blood. We must oppcf

up some ting to ole Obboney."
" Bantam cock, leetle pig, what V* one demanded.
" Nyder, hoomans-ooite mans bes—ib no get ooite man's,

den Ebo, Papaw, las ob all Gole Cose."
" Where we get ooite man's blood ?" demanded Sang.
" Sindah Sing Nattee say him know."
" Den let Sindah Siiw Nattee tell."

With that a Gold Coast came forward and told the

assembly, in the same broken dialect, which the leader had

ordered to be used to the intent that all might understand,

that he and some other negroes had taken prisoner, and

brought hither in anticipation of the purpose for which he

was now wanted, a Swede, who had been employed as

a kind of overseer in Ballard Beckford's sugar-works.

He was now lying at the door bound hand and foot. It

was settled in a moment that he should be sacrificed, and

at the bidding of the chief director of the rite, he was

dragged in, noi tenderly, but as the carcass of a dead

beast would be removed from a field where it was likely to

become offensive. Never, while 1 live, shall I forget the

look this miserable creature gave, the unutterable horror

and agony depicted in his countenance while, helpless as a

child, he lay contemplating the but too obvious sacrifice.

by the infliction of pestilential diiorders, or otherwise, nothing will

divert hia anger but human sacrifices, which are delected from prisoner!

taken in war, or, if there be none present, then from their slavei."

Their worship is then principally directed to allay the anger or secure

the favour of this last-named and mutable being, whose influence is so

all-pervading and disposition so imperious, from whom comes obi, and

every other wicked machination, hurricanes, and earthquakes, and,

lastly (and with a greater show of reason), the diipoiitioD in their

maatera to cruel and barbarous utaga of tbemselvM. ^

!/'J
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occn-

'"•n of l.is coat and wa.stV .» k '" '^ '''-«'^«' ^'^'^"^ted

^l>irt, and laid baro S ir^f
""^ut onod li.e coiiar of hig

•n.e hutcher then drew ?. s k.r"/",r^'^^
''^ ^''^ ^'^'^^

<^nd, the blood spomod tl. m 'T^'^
"''''^'•'' ^'^'^ ^'e'^'

vNoe« were en<lcd/ Vl^! o^ .vn"^""'
energy, and his

'nuch coolness a id n« I w
^"^ <'<>ndiicttd with as

i>een.IangE:;aMor''m^^^^^
l>r ncipall^ ch-awn from he bod^ t w 1' ^'""'^

'l^'^
^^^^"

gallon of rum poured into tiS n T"'. ^f "^"^T'''.' «"d «

'iio point of anKdrraniation h r 'i
''^'''

''^"^''''fe' »» t(,

tiie ionipany, andpaS^ ''r [Th'
^'^ ''^"^^<J '''^^"^ to

rent relish, and with a vviT.V,. ^i
*'"'"^ '"^'' ""^^'f'

'-^PP-i-

if they lik^d ir 1 4r^,^t\l""^,f"^1l"fioftiH,Mr lipVa.
'i-'^'T. them at the ime and r n

' "*" •'"''>' "^' ^^' tj! f^et

exhibited fewer sirso?n. '""^ ''''"' ^''"t'^ that they
done thanVthouS^I ^TP"/"^^'^" ^^^^ what they had
upon a beetb SX^:dr^;rf7"^'' ^'". '^^^ *-'
grasshopper, or friditoned « tnnW . .

'-."^'"S^' drowned a

in the g?L;in SS, of^tloL^^^^^ '
"i^

"^^^^ '
pnnce of darkness, were L wh«t ? !

"" '"^^^- ^he
ay, were he twice as^?JLnnnT. V^^f ^'"''^ '"'^^^ '^i"'-

gone about a work of eqS wl^^^^^^
'"'^"'^ '^^^^

reluctance.
^''^' wickedness with far greater

Sang, and the oraZn nfn ^''''^^^' *° *^"» succeeded
said something~^^^^^^ r^ ^he third. I have
orators, and Kt ron«ti nfJ ."l'

""^ the manner of negro
rigmarole. par^otlS Tar^^^^^^^ */-
no such degree from th^ ,^/k^ ^ . ,

^ "^®^ differed ui

report therherr^retSL'n l^^.T^^^'^-t I should
•' wrongs,'' "wronffs" for i^iru/" ^''^^ "wrongs,"S ,

wi ongs, lor which they demanded " blood !"

^^^''^^^^^^^^^ overseer, hou.e, abo.t
tJ't-y butchered everyi of th;m?f °" ^'=« ^^'"te -^ervanis n bed

Mm, 1794, vol. ii. 66
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" blood !" '' blood !" Those who had scars showed them :

those who had brought none with them, promised to get

some made against the next meeting ! Quaw, who really

had a touch of rude eloquence, went so tar as to enumerate

his grievances. To show the horrid treatment which the

slaves in Jamaica and elsewhere received from their mas-

ters, and the necessity there was for a revolt—on the prin-

ciple that human endurance could go further, I will just

mention that the wrongs which appeared to be most deeply

imprinted on their recollections, were the being restricted

to one—lady, and that lady a wife, and the being allowed

but three salted mackerel each pei- day for more than }i

week together. Now it happens tliat a negro thinks far

less of a severe flogging than of the slightest abridgement

of his sensual enjoytiients. Give him an extra liolyday, a

red cravat, a new dnmlo crgoomhai/* and a fig cares he for

whips and thumbscrews, kicks r.n(i handcuffs. Allow him

unrestrained concubinage, if that comparatively honour-

uble term, which supposes a certain degree of aflection and

modicum of constancy, may be used of negro sexual inter-

course, allow him plenty of sleep, sleep on the sunny side

of a brick wail, the thermometer at 130, meat frying,

water boiling, and apples roasting, and perish the remem-

brance of Africa and freedom—what he was, or, rather,

never was, and what he wishes to be, but never can be.

• Let no one suppose, from any thing in this paragraph or

these pa^ges, that I am inimical to liberty. On the con-

trary, 1 am enthusiastic in my admiration of free institu-

tions properly directed and applied. It is sufficient for me

to say that 1 devoted twelve years of my life to defend the

endangered liberties of my native land. Jt is my firm

belief that where a people are preliminarily instructed in

the duties of obedience to the laws, and the necessity of

submitting to wholesome restraints ; have known, by actual

and lengthened possession, the value of rights and imnn'-

nities, and by their actual deprivation, the curse of bond-

age ; where education is generally diffused, and a healthy

i^ystem of religion and morals predominant, that there

* The dundo is a labor, tho goombay a rustic drvm formed of

ihe trnnk of a ho'.Knv tree, and covered at one etiti with a sIhp; -

^kin. _ ^ „. .. •
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throats anH wh?i^^n !J •' ^ "^^'* ^^ cut each other's

and worthy of freedom to ^^^^ '"^"''^' "'^"' ^^PP^ ^
condition o^a demtriii^e^^^^^^^

^^''''' *^
*^^,""P

*heir

held in bondagr Loora^hl '^'^'^^P^^P^^'^

attentively ^Ta.Tl-lA*^^ "^S'"^^' consider them".cmivciy, ana, as l do, without meiudicp Th«,r ««„.. *

>x>u ever see a paint ng done bv a ne^m ? T^ L ^^
s'"g a song .ising i„ merit abo^

"'^'^
"

^' ^'^^' ^ "^S''*^

"Possum up a gum-tree,
isbake a possum doivn?"

inv^edXareU'L^veX'TK P'''^'= of mecha„i»>

of a given modJ"T„n^ „../*? •™'=''*''"'' ™'""i°"

definition of m,rC' °
anLa » .h ." T"*™*^' ?'"«°^'

feathers/' as weIl•aT.he"X^efJ;^r'S.fI^7^^^^^^
who^presented to .he "AthUteTt"^ ^Se' t'hfS

ti-cm, but sti,, no';^rb«TSsTrufartKS?
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return to the theme I had renounced for the pleasure ot

pUltine men to rights in an important matter.

The three wordy orators seated, the prime leader ot the

revolt, the Barb of the Desert, rose and commeneed his

harangue. He used the English language, translatmg,

from time to time, what would have been unmtelligible to

the newly imported Koromantyns. Both the matter and

manner ofhis speech proclaimed the immeasurable distance

there was between him and his followers. He might have

made laws for tn empire, or excelled in science or the arts,

or spread civilization over a continent.

He began by painting to his hearers the beauty and

happiness of that clime from whence the cupidity of the

whites had torn them. He spoke of its beautiful groves

of palms and plantains, and, with sighs that were echoed by

the audience, of its delicious suns, hot enough to roast their

geavas or fry their lizards. He spoke of the mud-walled

tillages on the Gold-Coast bank of the river Volta, of the

jetty wives from whose fond embraces they had been torn,

of the beloved children, hurried, like themselves, into a

miserable captivity, and, if not yet killed by cruel usage,

at this moment groaning under privations and tortui'e&

equal to those which were experienced by themselves.

*^ White men," said he, " boast of their happiness, but

xverewe not Imppy also ? We had been placed by the

Creator of all things, the great Accompong-m a climate

suited to our natures, and whose fervid suns ripened into

early and plenteous perfection the frmts and the ammals

adanted to the wants of the man of woolly locks and a

black skin. He gave us constitutions to meet the air which

robs the white man of life, and hearts winch could bear

to be told, and yet indulge in no repining, of the rich palaces

.nnd golden hoards which in other hinds reward the

ambitious toils of the people. We had as much affection

for our children as our oppressors have for then-s
;
and

love, which burns in our breast like the sun m our native

skv, compensated for the absence of the passion of gam and

the lust of glory.* Seated beneath the spreading palm

* Poetry is a divine art, and fiction a splendid tlieme, but I never

*ould,for the life of me, tliink it cither uaeful or properly apphed n

Slo ophy or history ! Now those who hav« ascribed to the nogv.

t I
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we ate our yam, and rice, and lizard * with n., f

petite, and as satisfied and coSted Tmin! '^^1^ ''^'

from whom Quaw Sanir «?n.nT S i. I"'"i ^^ **»« men

row cudgels. ^ "^*^' ^^^ to-mor-

«nd they know ta. hlFamt a^ he
'±."^

^?i'^''
all the fifty tribes spread over {he firS rl

'"•'«' ""'•''ke of

at the distance of a spS.hmw 1^51
"''*'' ™"""*«<'

tent was surrounded byTh" ?r«,^ ofThl oLTv"^'' "^^
nstigated by the treble niSofiealusToV »'*'?''''''

and prowess, a desire to dossbm him!l?f^ "? '*"<'

and the persuasions of XeZn "h^"
"^ "J^ P'"»<Jer,

fian.e. one fitted to grindllTcrCthTe 'L7o^Z

individual of the other sex " h-^i I t .'"S'® connexion with an
ho deserve., but have given him a virtueS ^""rr''

^'"^ '»°'« ^h«n
It a lavirto restrain his des'res "ere to be on!„«r'''.''i:'l'"'^ *'^'«'^e",'

* The lizard is a favourite arSnfVT'^rV*^ the imputation
are not, however at all 3!.!

article of food with the negroes. Thev
thing that SSiUe^; wly

'""' '" "^'^ ''^'"'^ '^'"^ "^A «t everj^
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west, had sent thither his own guard to make nie a slave

among slaves. I resisted, but what availed one good

spear against a hundred. They tore me away, gashed

and bleeding, but not till fourteen had bit the dust, and

with me such of my women and children as were of a

sufficient age an5 value to be thought worthy the slave-

dealer's notice. We reached the river, and soon were

dispersed among the slave-ships, here one, and there one,

my Mandingo wife Fatima in one ship, with the child of

my Papaw wife Afiba, who in her turn, nursed the child

of my Fantyn slave Yemesa,sold to a different dealer, and

bound to a different part of the earth.

" Then came our voyage across the great ocean, chained,

manacled, penned up in a hold so low that none to whom
Accompong had given the stature of a man could place

himself in the posture which frightens the lion.* Daily

men, women, and children, many, very many, died, but our

masters only laughed, and sang and danced the louder and

merrier. Little cared they who died, for the rich white

m^n in the West had said, ' pay me so much beforehand;

and if your slaves die I will make good your losses.'t

Arrived, we were again sold—the * Barb of the Desert'

became the property of a hard master, and much he en-

dured. But— 1—live to be—revenged. I have organized

a rebellion of all my countrymen, and soon will we set our

feet on the proud necks of our masters—soon will we be-

stride the fallen foes of Africa. Delivered from their do-

minion, we will revive the customs of our country, recall

to our hearth the household gods of our race, relight the

flames of human sacrifice in the isles of the west, and es-

tablish on this we inhabit a glorious Koromantyn empire.

Follow me, and victory sliall be ours, and the picture be

realized."

He sat down, and such was the effect produced by his

speech, that silence, deep as that of a charnel-house, for

If

* The negroes believe that man in the erect posture, which pro-

<;laims his superiority to other creatures, is a terror to the lion, who

iicknowledges hi? inferiority by flight.

t The practice of insuring slaves is, indeed, a horrid one . I have

>.pard statements which, if they are correct, would affix the legal stain

jf murder upon many a slave-dealer who has previously insured.
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^uch splendid deXtoThl^':,^^^^^^^
would not be endured.

'''''" patchwork oratoiy

insurSoTsr^^^^^ tkat the
They were to meet again the Z*' ^^ t^^^reafter.

";
the same place. Soml T.^ ' V^"" '"'"^ ^«"''

I)esert_the first was hTs rea
' m. .^'

'^'' ''^^ ^^^*^ ^^ the
viation used bv his wh 1 "^^' *^^ second the abbrp
his former, a„Jttrr,e" dS::?'^ "'^r

''"«' h« ot^
to go next day, a„d bri^g up a StT "^ ^'•"^if.-^'^i
plantation to gire the bafi of re^ififT f

.'««''bouring
j'agacious leader being aware limvl,..

""" ™P«'"' ' «hf
lulion ,s dependent on 8^1^""'' """««' '" » revo-
arranged, the assemblyLLn„ "'owment. The details
Wlah Sing and myse ? Snejl'r',''' ""'' "'°" F"«^e
«.vern. We got down So« ,1 wS«

occupants of the
bat the floor, it will be rememh^,!?"

"'
"^f.

"-^re able.
bfood_h„„,„

blood, thcSS hvn '"pp^-'y '»'"'

?e"^.™^''''"'"'''"^--i4s"ndtltd:r&;-;^™

j's'Se^ftttTSu'iVte XrT'"t''r« -" ""-o™
onpr. He wps tosay nothinJ^rf f, ".V*"? '*° houts
to be careful not to innate tTatil"

""^ '"?' '««"' »<<
Dismissing him, mvn«. .,

"^"S^f '^"s in my path
wuh the leaSer ofSi^vXC^nr'"''''" '".'"'^"^^
'• n.ake h.m change his blo"jMor"'' '^ ^'^^''^

CHAPTER XXll.

cat'edftrtethMt?eXbSteit" f "'"^''' '"d'

^Ias.o„.heshell,a^„dTEur:'elS'a:^;i;t,f^-

,-i»f, : ,1
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name repeated in a loud voice, brought him from his hiding-

r)lacc. He was muffled up in the same cloak I had seen

him wear formerly, the hat and plumes which had lately

nodded over a field-marshal were exchanged for the coarse,

blue woollen Guernseycap,which is ordinarily worn by the

slaves, but once seen there was no outward decoration or

badge needed to enable you to know him again.

"What would you with me?" was his first question.

" This is not exactly the spot in which matters so impor-

tant as those that have brought me hither may be debated

with safety or in confidence."
.

"I will answer with my life that your communications

are heard by no one but ourselves. Speak openly and

fearlessly—WT are alone."
. ^ , , , v

« You are on the eve of doing a fearful deed, lou arc

about to rise in rebellion against your masters."

« How know you this ?"

" I know it—let that suffice."

"Treachery is abroad then?"

"Why should it not be when murder jind cold-blooded

assassination are ? Crimes, like the locusts of your own

land, move in a host—revolt never goes unattended by

treason and falsehood. Barb of the Desert, listen to mc.

Why has this particular time been selected by the slaves

for revolt, and what are the especial grievances which have

so suddenly stirred up your'neople to meditate the murder

of their masters?" |_ . j* ^
« You have asked me a qiStetion, and I am bound to re-

ply This particular time hS been selected by the slaves

for revolt, not because especial grievances have suddenly

stirred them up, but because they have one whonj they

have hitherto lacked, who has bent his energies, and those

no common ones, to achieve the liberation oi ™s/»/^®;

Hitherto the Koromaniyn has suffered in silence, for he had

no one to direct his efforts to a common aim. Now .id has

such an one, even myself—like himself a despised and mal-

treated slave, but born a prince and made a soldier—one

more accustomed to the bow and lance than the axe and

mattock, and who has sworn never more to wield the latter

servile tools in the service of a white man."

« You name no especial wrongs, no stirring provocation.
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revocation.

yo;fhTSgTorfltb'"L77"'7' ^''•" -"
cribbed in thS wretX^ifu^^°' f"''''

""'' """"ded and

form ? Are ihp«» n.wv ? •
'"'™ ''''^" 'I'lven to per-

food, and ttey ?eed ,t"il '^' I™"
""-'-^ ''"™ S'"^" '"'^

beaten me, for thev remeS' "??,
°"^'- They have not

safe or pruden to t^Zn, . ? '" 'V'
"""«'• considered

lion orPrL'troJ atC^-hVrl^t^
prick Ota thorn but w!„L

little of such as I do the

eternal." ' '
^'^'"^ ""^ ^^P'"'- ""d my enmity is

of wrongs,' and arInbon,7„'''-'"""'"'u"P
""^ '•emembranoe

pimento shmb.' ""= P"'"'-"'''" n'aych.„ge it.elfintoa

faeZ'Z/'ir'Cel^ii''"f'''f' l'
^""^ <^''"»''i™ f""-^-

fronted in the fieM„r h,)^ l^^T '^"'' "'e'oselves coii-

slink from™ 1^'e d g'wjro't! Tw^'f'! ""'^ "'"
portenftus eye. TlieirvnIrA. ;/iffr j P °'^','ncets a

true spirit o/courog^'LSt^.'^Ksrc'; "
""' ""^

Kno^K'S';;;?re
i

^''"'""'"'"^
'j*'"

"""•>' -»-•
tions shall neverrest "

""" "^°" "''""" ^'"''^ '"'P"'"-

ine^fTntver roTo'ne,'?"'"^"',''
^"'""^ »' """d-thi..,-

.uffian, bu, stiir nll^nt^'or-''"'' ' ""« ^'=^" ^^ »

ruffian"?"
" '" " """ '''^'' '"^ ^'^ >"m- Wb, and to a

Mil no would hiive done who was my fellest foe.
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My only security is your promise ; your followers may not

choose to respect it, and I shall perish out of a false sense
of honour in keeping an unsolicited secret, and mpre, see

tliousands perish with me whom a word of mine would
have saved."

" You were better aware of the strength of your voice

than I, when you proposed a more retired place. Follow
me."

Suspecting no wrong, I followed hmi down a winding
path, till we came, at the bottom of the glen, to a kind of
cave, formed partly by a projecting crag, and partly by
wild vines, trailed over poles leaned against it. The sand
in its sides had been scooped out—altogether it formed a
dwelling of considerable magnitude.

*' Here," said he, " we may debate in the loudest voice,

without fear of the surprisal which your vehemence might
have provoked in the other place. And now let me tell

you that your arguments have no weight with me to make
me change my course. I deem myself formed by the

Iiand of destiny to liberate my enslaved countrymen, and
establish for myself a name and a kingdom."

" Ambitious and deluded man !"

" The first, perhaps, but not the last. I am not deluded
—I know the mental weakness and imbecility of my coun-

trymen of Africa ; I know that they are asses who love

stripes ; but I know that, in the hands of cunning, they may
be made, while success attends them, to move lil^e a rock
rolling down a mountain. It shall be my care to^et that

rock rolling, and to see that nothing opposes a su||essful

resistance to it. Saving yourself, and those who n^ be-

long to you, not another white man shall live ; I will s%eep
them from the earth, as a high wind drives along a crowd
of locusts. And now, in your turn, listen. I have need
of a bold and resolute white man, one gifted with the quick-

ness and ability of his race to trace as well as to decipher

the scrolls, to us characters of mystery, but to them plain

as foot-marks in the wet sands of Gambia, by which they

make known their thoughts one to another. Now, the only

marks the Barb could ever make were with the point of a

spear on the flesh of a foe. Be then my assistant, my
prime minister, and after me the wearer of my crown. I
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aroundjiie to solicit my^friendshl I ?^"' '^^^^ ^^owd
the 'kin^ of the islands/''

'P' """^ ^°"" ^^e^ties with
" Mad visionary !"

"Not so. It mav h<» fliQ* T •
i

to make, shall perish, though „' inl ""^'"•P* ' ^"^ «^'0"t
^t mfj fall would not SerTp^ . Pr'''*f''"^"* ^^"^'"^.
;ny prediction that all he oL '',«"'" **" ^"'^'"'""* «^
"e property of the nc.ro Cant ^'" ^''^".^^^''^ ^^^^^^^
nJvvays submit to the '^akV ?h f. ^^^.V''^ ^^^^nfe' '^^•ali

bare their backs to a la h tld bv
/''" ^^'7 ^^^" «^^vays

sha I continue for evcMo sil ,n^/u^^ 7^?J
tJmt the man

^vith a spur and use it free)?/' 't
^'"^,^>i<Je thou mo

worthy of thy sagacity to foLlo ? '.

'^"'^
?* '^'^^^ better

so sure to happen tuW ^ ^"'^ P^^^'^e for a thin»r
obvious. Ac?e'p7myX onTLr

'^''''' '^ ^ *^"'^ -
nous enterprise." ^ ' ""* ^^ ""y P«rtner in the glo-

lute loathing ofhi^ thil u[t^1^ ^'^'^^^"t an abso-

bitious, and supposed tlSeS^nf ' i-^"'?".^^^
>'^" ««'"

you would win vou tn rn!^
fJ^'hant offers I should make

• Wed si. hours';Vn m^^Zri-es l? '^. "^* ^" "
\Tke man wasfound: FromT.fi '"f^'-n^ed me that

^ enijgs, whether in town or^^^^^^^^^^^^ ?. "".^''"^ ^«^-
^%. my eye has been upon

'
„
2''^' ^^'^'^'' ^y "'Sht cr

"You have been thpn .
" If to keep my";If inf^L^J T"" "^^ ^^'^^^ ?"

which you dSZf:Zlt^^^^^
But tmie wears, and I have^,^' '"^^^^^^^^ 'nine.
lises. Once again I ask vL ./'' '^^. ^^^^^^ ^^e sun
Ihe career of llory ?"

^''"'-''^^" >'«" be my partner in
"And I answer Nevpi- a^j

»Y.
arguments could preva j uoon .''''"J^

*"* ^°^ ^^^^
winch makes a scaffold as 'urX

^"" ^"^ ^'^'^ ^^^^ that
«bove us. Farewell '' ' '''*''''' ""' ^^'^^^ '« a skv •
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" Stay ;
you go not yet. I have already taken tco

much pains to obtain you to part witii you hghtly ; and

you have too many secrets of mine in your keeping to

permit you longer to go at large, professing abhorrence for

that which I view as just and righteous, and more than

half intimating your intention to betray nic."

" I do not intimate—I avow it ! I declare my intention,

unless you will give over your schemes of revolt, to pre-

pare the civil authorities for the contemplated rising, and

to give them tlie service of my sword."

With the rapidity of lightning he threw his gigantic

arms around me, and held me fast with the ease that I

could a child of four. At the same moment he gave a

loud whistle ; a door at the further end of the vaulted

space was opened, and half a dozen negroes entered from

a concealed apartment beyond it. Knowing that my en-

deavours to release myself would be ineffectual, I made a

virtue of necessity, and submitted to be bound.
«* You will not betray me now," said he. " Young man,

it is very unwillingly that I put you under durance, but my
own safety and the safety of my cause and countrymen

demand that mild restraint should, for a time, be yours—

that is, unless you embrace my offer, and become one and

among the greatest of us. Again I renew that offer."

" And again I reject it."

' Be content, then, to wear chains, without the right to

ask for your life, or any other boon, when we shall think

proper to cast them oft. Farewell ! Before you behold

the beams of the second sun he will have lighted us to a

glorious emancipation.'*
" Perhaps so. Yet I feel a presentiment that I shall yet

confront you in a field where we may cross swords, and

try our superiority."

" I could cusify spoil your presentiment, and forestall

your revenge, but I will not interfere with the ' intimation

of Providence ;' and for your revenge, let it come ; it will

find me cool and ready."
" Barb of the Desert ! that which I could not do for

myself I will do for another ; I beg the life of Margaretta

Shadwell."
" It is rot mine to bestow ; I have no power over hf

r
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jife. She has been marked out as the victim r.F « *i.It IS not necessary that I «hn..u
^"^^'^tim of another.

you know her weJ .--the nnrS '""^ "^^'"^
f
^'* ""'^^^ '«' '«''

'fit be what I leem if f'''^'">^S'^"«"«^^^^^

foJJ
; the orLn^^ Jn.7 \ '"''^^^'^

'

^*^ '"y tomb-if I
Shadwell"^ '"'^'S^*^'' °*^ this rebellion, Orina

" Sptk no?^^^^^^^ ^ T^^
^-«t"- of hell r

thriceilr my o^^o '^^^^^
mayhearyou. I have twice,

Once in the^anlnfoT.r'' ^^^^^y?" ^om her fury
tains, and onrs^^cZiouhav^T^

the L.guanean Moun-
-youaresurprisLdlCit? ''" '« ^h.s neighbourhood

aimed at you^'lL^.J^l"^ ^--*^^ the death-blow

„|neisjjear,then?"

into our presence » " ' ^"""'^"^ ^""^^ *^'"g ^^^ instantly

MrpSorwhlT ImnteT.^ '' ^'^
i?"^^'^'^

-^-r,
intrfgue she had prolecy^^ '^^ ^^ark

doubtless, I owed tnttemnt «? ^'^
•
"^^^'^ malignity,

well.gardens ?» ^^^^"^'"P' at assassmation in the Ihadl

in userot%"^^ raS^o'^ettlf" ^'^f
"^^^^ -^-^ -

any other ; lut Orina n?
'^"'^.

^'J?"'^
«• «nd never took

cunninglie tulfc e^i^n'd^^^^^^^^ f^ ^ ^'^^^
etter, which called you out toSl f.

•
'^^^'^^Pted the

I would not permit vou to ri!k tlv}^ r ^"S'® ^^mbat
itm^htbem^ade^vSl^:^^^^^^^^^^^^ '^oped

gardtr P"™'"^^ ^^ '^ '^ «"-Pte "n the Shadwell-

no^ ofTh: sutr,tnttl roTV^'" 1^-^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^
tains, till I hearrtle "creams ^f-^ ^^ L'guaneaq Mounl
there was this difference !S^^^^^^ T^«- B"t
seen, the latter I hn^;^ 'l^

?^^
supposed thTorin^'Cfd^etX\. '/'' "^*
any one whom sh^ Lno«r t

""^^ .^^'^e her hand aga nst
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and the sister is hers. She has given me that pledge
which she dare not break,—that she will no more attempt
your life ; and J have said that she may do with her sister

what shall please her best, uncheckeJ by any eflbrts of
mine to save her."

•• I owe my life to the care and tenderness of Mnrga-
rctta Sliadwell. But for me, she would, perhaps, have
been a happy wife, and far removed from the horrors
which your ambition threatens."

" I have no time to hear the silly speeches of a boy.
And yet, if you will consent to link your fortunes with
mine, it will be something to think of. Take this sword
(he produced a noble blade), draw it when you see me
draw mine, and for the same purpose, and I will ask that

your bride be spared, nay, more, it shall be done. Other-
wise, and if you refuse, I stir not in the matter, and \ oa-
geance shall have its course upon her devoted head."

I repeated my refusal in the words I had formerly used
;

upon which he spoke to the two negroes who stood next us,

and bade them guard me into another room. His orders
were, that I should be strictly watched, plentifully fed, and
be allowed to converse with no one unless he was present.

And then he left the apartment.

It had not escaped my observation, and I have always
been surprised that it did his, that one of the two negroes
appointed to watch over me had, during the whole dia-

logue, regarded me with great kindness and interest. I

had no recollection whatever of his features, and was
entirely at a loss at what period to date the commence-
ment of an acquaintance, remembered on one part, and
forgotten, together with its causes, on the other. This,

however, is often the case where there is a great disparity

in the condition of the parties. To receive a bow from
one much above him, forms quite an epoch in the life of
one in an humble condition, but not rire versa. " I have,

probably, nodded to Ebony," said I, uKuiiaily, "or I have
pulled the ear of one of his tadpri ' it lad beea a

Favourite amusement in my walks lo piay with the little

negroes ; and now, perhaps, I was to have my ears filled

with a tale of my condescension ; which, if it should be as

long, as tiresome, and as little to the purpose as negro set

KUlii!
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JP^eches of thanks usually an), would bo ennu^h to makeme forswear all kinds of benevolence ever afterIhey conveyed me to the apartment which wn. ^ »-mv prison; and having properly secured II tl^ t. ^

it the soldier^TaX„S httonff"^ conscience? i.

selfto every occurrence wi,h„,?.
?'=c<'nr<;''''"ng him-

bythem 1 or isTthf' i
'
seeming to be borne down

f.raW.eS ;tetntrLtCt^^^
to slV"''

*•"-"'»•" A''™'"'< and met^Iy p^.end

me's«!:rhafhe1rS:ble„'f"''''TS'i°f ""«»•"'*«'
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four hours, much interested in this young American,
Orina."

" When did you ever know me to be otherwise than
interested—for a time, in a handsome youth and a soldier ?

Besides, I have hitherto dealt him nothing but blows ; it

were Christianlike to bestow a few smiles upon him :-*

the Samaritan cured wounds inflicted by others, I tliose

inflicted by myself."

I*
Your meaning is that you are about to make him the

object of some seven days' guilty idolatry,—when satiety

comes of eternal hatred and reprobation. I know you.
But remember, you are no longer mistress of your own
will. He to whom you are wedded in this revoh, fierce

and suspicious by nature, is rendered still more so by the

blood he has tasted ;—as the serpent of the Gambia, when
he has- made a human victim, remembering the sweet
repast, repairs daily to the same spot for moons after, in

hopes of renewing the banquet. If the Barb suspects you
of infidelity, he will—more out of inborn cruelty than any
value he affixes to the exclusive possession of your person
and regard,—sever your head from your body with as little

reluctance or compunction as he would crush a fellow-

being in the way of his ambition."
" I know him vile ; but—but why should I attempt to

disguise the fact ? I beat him there— I am viler than he.

And as to restraint, I never knew it—I will not learn it

now. The Barb cannot spare me till his purpose is com-
pleted ; mine, that, having the same object in view, de-

mands his aid, will be accomplished at the same time

;

then see which will be most prompt in administering a

death-potion to the other. It will be a hard battle, but I

shall win it."

" Take my advice, and suspend, at least for the present,

a!l attempts to make this young man's acquaintance."
" I will : I will just awake him but to hear him speak,

and follow you."
" Awake !" said she, stooping at the side of my rude

pallet, and touching my shoulder lightly, but keeping her

eye on her retiring partner ; " awake, I have something
to say to you."

" What would you with me ?" I demanded, continuing

^
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^e^dialogue which my dn>wsiness rendered imper-

" Foi^veness."

« RMlfJ*' ^"i?
'^^^.'"e

;
I wish to sleep."

consttn^ro^Xttlrj^^^^^^^ '{^' ''' ^' ^""

valueless."
^°" ^® domg-otherwise it were

;;

Well, and what is it you want ?» I asked,

-emj^^^^^^^ me as your
My forgiveness you have Whpfho». i «

haps »„^; g"„t; elt.'Ki^;:rIt'SeTh'''''-

frown gatherbg InyZr^ZZ'ZsZl^ P'"''
''"'''^^

to recSve, and marble M^i- "^ "!*' y°" '^"'^'^

membrance of in^uS Yo:'r,:ai;,": ui";!^""'
'}" ""

Her retirement was the sitrnnl f«^ *u
another actor in the drama thf "^

*^t.^
entrance of

implied recognit on After . "r^[^'
"^^""'^ behaviour

nook and recess o^ee thlf '^^"">^ examining every

proceeded to disbu^^^^^^^^ '" ^^'""g' ^^
vent to his gratitude Wp,^ 1 c ^J'

'^*'^^*' ^"^ give

had purchasfd i the K£s7on h ^^'^'V^
*^" ^"^^"* ^

to its distracted mothfr"^f.^?J^^^^
^"^ ''^^t^^ed

fat, plump, heartr' buffof a IZTA ^'
T'''^^ '"^^ *

was at a nJo«#„V ^ ""S' ^"*^» with its mother

Ib'ahlm'it^^Xpr^^^^^^^ '"•^^
"^^-"'

bapti2ed,-had erSldK "^""^ ^"^ ^^^"
i-

,
naa engaged in^^his conspiracy only for the

^r.
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preservation of his benefactor and his master's famili^,

whom he loved with great affection, and he would quit it

the moment he had matured his plans for their protection

and the suppression of the revolt. He was a very shrewd

and sagacious fellow, and was master of all the details of

the contemplated rising. He knew the exact number of

the rebels, knew \vhere the first bomb would explode, and

which was the point d'appui, the fulcrum, or prop, of the

insurrection. He reasoned with the tact of a politician,

and withal, t \d a story which had a more direct applica-

tion to the subject than many I have heard repeated with

a show of wisdom, and rewarded with the applause of a

dinner-party or a crowd. Having already given more col-

loquial matter in the broken dialect of the negro than 1

fear will be acceptable to my readers, I will relate Abra-

ham's story in my own language ; at the same time de-

claring my opinion that conversations should always be

reported word for word, and letter for letter.

It was not a very profound anecdote. It was this : that

" he had seen, on the coast of Africa, down around Anna
Bona and the Bite of Benin, whales struck by the har-

pooner, and a death-wound inflicted at the outset. Never-

theless, those same monsters of the deep would, afterward,

and with the death-barb in their hearts, have what the

whalers • called a * flurry,' which would sometimes last an

hour, during which it was almost impossible to keep out

of the way of their blind and misdirected fury. They
would lash their tails about, throw vast quantities of water

into the air, bellow like a hundred mad bulls, sometimes

literally eat up their enemies' boat, oars, whaling-gear and'

all, and then—die. It would be something after this man-

ner that the revolted slaves would conduct themselves

upon the few first days after the tocsin of revolt should be

sounded. The rebellion would be ended in a week after

it began. A journal of the occurrences, written before-

hand, would be found to require but little alteration after-

ward. Monday and. Tuesday, indiscriminate massacre

and pillage ; Wednesday and Thursday, general drunken-

ness and riot ; Friday, quarrelling and bloodshed among

themselves ; Saturday, an engagement with and defeat by

the white people ; Sunday, capture, or voluntary surren-

>'-Y>
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an end of thfbufiness "
'°"°"'*"' "'"' ""ere would be

ance'forfh~ S.!if;„V°' T"? «™«<='«»' "'ow-
militaiy ciKd , prtact^^^^

'"""«"«« "f ">«

denied: He admUted their ,Tn.. 2^ '"°"- '"''"' ^^
were both worsWDDed ,„H f?J i u™** P°"«'"' "«>' «liey

sary to ensure a lonl-cominuedT^Jfe^f'' *;,:£"'
"^'=««-

" Wliy not nip this rebellion in tlie b ,d » i
?'

. .by going and disclosing it at on"e 1» '
''«"»'J«*

"The dying whale must liave its flurrv nr,A „
venture with safety to oppose i, whit ^^itHfC^
p^tTsrrtZt'Zhirsrd'

'^' «p"^on iZs
could I find meanirt^Th: devoTeV:;S"d,

"""
Inere is an evp imnn mo !,„

"^vuieu or dieir danger.

round of observEE ^everT ''""P^' * '"~' Soi^l'ts

which I will dare every hazard ori/'-" '° "^^ "«"
«nd wisdom thaif I posi,,, cZ,bi„„ i -^T^^ """^ ^it
of a mo.. fort„nateCmeitTaX"ttrr"'=*

-ve'-r^rbeSed'"'^
'''''" ^'^ '' " ^-^ «-'«f .o

shi^s-^r^vVrStrtttXrir '•'« ^-™-

^S-^ilSld'VTurllf?:^^
your chains."

^ readmess, must be made to loose

mefI w'ak'ed^

I composed myself to sleep again,nnen i waked, which was not till a verv UtfTu"' •

the mormng,! found myself stiff wiSicoYdlH-' '*?
unable to rise. The rnvprino. n«- j j '

'^"^ almost

insufficient to mee the cSK^f^f'"^ ""^ had been quite

region. A breakfls^^ oft^l^^^^^^^^
P'^'^ticular

of activity to mv limbs ^nd th. !
""P^^*^^ ^^"'^ 'degree

Ahrahnrv. !. *
-^
"mos, aiid the assurance of mv frfpnHADraham that our nrosoppf*! w^rr. i^ i- .

* "v/^iena

ffrateful Fhn Thi .1
Porf'age" and bannocks of the
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of the scenes'which had been acted on the previous night,

and gave birth to events which helped thf^i drama to a

speedy and fitting conclusion.

My negro keeper, with a sense of propriety and good

breeding not common to the race, had timed my meals to

the usual hour of serving them among the white people.

At nine o'clock came breakfast, at one dinner, and, at six

supper. While he was serving the latter he found an op-

portunity to inform me that the Barb, suspicious of my
finding among the negroes a friend to aid me in escaping,

had barred up all the various doors and entrances to my
apartment, save one, and at that door had stationed his

own brother. Abraham said, the rebels had become so

furious, that he was apprehensive their hands would not be

kept from me much longer, and the more, as the Barb,

from some unguarded expression of his partner in guilt,

signifying a growing interest in my fortunes, having con-

ceived a jealousy of me, would not, he believed, be inclined

to protect me any longer, but rather incite his myrmidons

to put me out of the way at once. I had but one chance

for escape, and that was to disguise myself, and attempt

to pass through the crowd which were met for the purpose

of holding a revel of the same revolting description as the

last. This was my only chance, and I chose to attempt

it in preference to remaining where I was, with the anxiety

I felt on account of another, and the growing apprehen-

sion that my own destiny was, every moment, assuming a

bleaker aspect. <.

The negro produced a mask, which fitted me well, and

a suit of clothes which did not, but this was of little conse-

quence. How I was to evade suspicion on some other

points puzzled me as much as the finding a pistareen, where

a Yankee had never been, did the Spanish traveller.* I

Among the coins most current in New-England are two, one

bearing a head, and on the reverse two pillars, worth twenty-five

cents ; and the pistareen, bearing a head, but no pillars on tfce reverse,

worth twenty cents. It has been charged as exclusively a "Yankee

trick," that the traders of New-England are in the habit of buying up

the latter coin, taking them to a part of the country where, from their

unfrequency, the difference is not readily perceived, and of passing

them as, and for the value of, the former coin. To see a pistareen in

ft country im supposed to declare its having beea visited by a Yankee.
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would freely, just then, have given a pound of gold for apound of hps, and readily exchanged my two violet eyes
lor a pair of genuine saffron and daisy orbs. Had therebeen a negro present I am not sure that I should not have
tried the process in use among the crackers* for exchang-
ing eyes. And had one at that moment made my nose
as flat as a pancake, my gratitude would have been with-
out bounds. There was, however, a hope that I might
pass muster, even without the nasal and labial glories of
tne African. °

The sentinel was a dull, savage-looking being, more than
half asleep, and we got by him without any difficulty.At the further end of the aisle was a low door : we opened
It, and passed into a cavern, filled with innumerable splen-
dours, and hung with a gorgeous magnificence of design
and execution. Here were glittering stalactites, pillars
ot crystal encrusted with wavy gold, emitting a thousand
varied hues, emerald, sapphire, ruby, &c. &c. all in seem-
ing mockery of the attempts of man to gild the domes
ot his less fanciful creation. These natural wonders havebeen so often described that I cannot well say any thing of
this before us without falling insensibly into plagiarism. Itv^s a very small cavern, but this rendered the lamps more
etiective, and gave out a reflected magnificence which
would have been wanting had it been of larger dimensions.

It was filled with rebels. They were about something
like a coronation of the Barb and his vile partner. It
followed that, unacquainted with the usual and appropriate
ceremonies, the assembly, excepting the two principal
personages, ragged, stupid, and piebald, they would but

rZ f^^Z°'^ " "*''''/'" K ^PP"^''' '" ^« soutJ'e™ States of Amo-rica, to the wagoners from the uj/per or interior country. They are avery barbarous set, and much addicted to the inhuman practice ofgauging, or takmg out the eyes of their opponents in fightfng it fs

S tZ?fn.^h
""''°^ the fore-finger in a loTk of hair nefr the^iempliand turning the eye out of the socket with the thumb-nail. Probably

ielit^HV."!'"'^
*°

'V^l''''' '' '^'' -^ "^^^^«'' ^ho had lost an eye

l?ZLil \ '"/ifT
*•* ^^'^^ °"° P"* '"• H« fi'«t took a gray eye out

maJip<f^?
*^^^ remam.ng in his head was blue,-the surgeon re-marked they were not fellows; he then drew out a black fat last

fanZl''n;^?'"' f'
^" "?* ^'''^ '° " «*>'* '^''"'' he took out a whole

^Thirl'f colours and sizes, and gave them to the surgeon.
I here, d n you," sajd he, " pick and choose for yourself." ,

•;*.
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caricature the spectacle which is often so truly august and
imposing. And yet here was a hall more resplendent
than any that ever witnessed the inauguration to empire
of an Eastern monarch.

" King Tacky" and his queen were seated on two raised
seats, intended to represent thrones. Though the ragged
beings around gave you rather a mean opinion of their ma-
jesties' subjects, there was nothing less than regality in the
appearance and port of the two principal personages. I
have already said that the Barb looked a king, and Orina,
magnificently dressed, and beautiful as a mere mortal could
well be, seemed another imperial Cleopatra, about to com-
mit herself to the waves of the Cydnus. I never saw any
being so beautiful and, at the same time, so majestic and
dignified as this mustee girl. Endowed with the same op-
portunities as the Egyptian queen, and giving to her will
the same unregulated sway, she would have lost another
fond and foolish triumvir—a world.

It had been settled between me and Abraham to steal
out the first moment we could do so unobserved. I had
already given my companion a broad hint how uneasy my
situation was becoming, when a movement of the crowd
so completely barred up the doorway that, ifwe attempt-
ed to leave the cavern we should have to make our way
out by main force, a proceeding that would certainly rouse
suspicion and lead to my detection. And now one entered
whose room, at this precise juncture of time, would have
been far better than his company, the affectionate but
blundering and buUheaded Jallah, whose exposure of me
would certainly follow recognition. There was, however,
but little chance that he would know me when the disguise
was so perfect as tp deceive even the shrewd leader of
the revolt.

The occasion which had moved the crowd to a blocking
up of the doorway was to give an opportunity for another
display of eloquence. The reader will not expect that I

should report a second set of negro orations. They were
principally a statement of claims for prior vengeance.
One had been starved, another had been beaten, a third
thrust himself forward to beg that a flogging given him by
his mistress for stealing one of her laced nightcaps, to
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bestow upon his lady-love, might be remembered nnri r^

reason, for he had, m truth, been shockingly mangled • and

teetf«nH'^"f|-
"
k"'"'"

^,'^^*^^^^' b"t stood gnashing htteeth and rollmg his eyes like a fiend. For a time there

iviargaretta He described her with such accuracy (hutthere could be no dispute who was meant. He Se ofher skin, white as the HIv, of her sla(„^» lit!: .1,^ i

he 2: fZt"'?""''^T '*^° ''"
'
"revKme Slaves at those places, on the same dav and at thlsame hour that their own rismg would take pface

CHAPTER XVHI.

tn TlfJ'f^"! "'" "7 «'^.™n""-M changes from the cavernto the woods in the vicinity of the mountain house Thave escaped from the form-'cr undetected, and Smnntmed by the grateful Abraham and the affectionate JaZh
^nd '.^^ T" *^™''J

'"'' "'« '='»""•'' «' the same roomen.'and to whom I made myself known, am on the way to
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snatch Margaretta from the impending fate. I left the

rebels busy in cooking a white man, whose blood, having

previously mixed gunpowder with it, they used to dip their

plantains in.

As we were toiling up the hill in front of the dwelling,

we saw, from time to time, what boded mischief There
were sparkles flying about in the direction of the cottage

and the outhouses, indicating an attempt to fire them.

Suddenly a spire of flame shot up from the principal

building, and this was succeeded by a loud shout. We
gained the top of the hill as speedily as possible, and saw,

by the glare of light, a company of negroes employed in

burning it. I sent Abraham, not to see what they were
about—that was apparent, but to learn, if possible, what
had become of Margaretta. He returned with the infor-

mation that she had been removed but a few minutes be-

fore, but whither his informant would not say. Some-
thing was hinted about a glen and a lover among the Blue
Mountains. Jallah knew the negro who made the boast

;

he had once been a brother runaway from the same mas-
ter. They had taken temporary refuge in a wild and rug-

ged glen, which he suspected was the spot to which Mar-
garetta had now been borne. My resolution was taken

instantly to follow tfiem.

It was about ten o'clock when we commenced our jour-

ney, and we travelled without intermission till near the

dawn of day. But though we were industrious, our pro-

gress was comparatively small. Our way was indeed
" tangled and sore," ten thousand vines and creepers inter-

rupted our path, briars tore our flesh and clothes, we fell

into gullies, and otherwise met with losses, crosses, and
disappointments. To add to our difficulties, about five

o'clock the faithful Jallah fell ill, and we were compelled

to rest. The sky began to grow black and dismal^ and

there was every indication of the approach of a thunder-

storm. To be unable to find shelter in a tropical shower,

even at the comparatively dry period of spring, is a mis-

fortune which the experienced in that sort of thing avoid

as much as possible. My companions knew what was

about to take place, but, paralyzed by the succession of

incidents through which they had passed in the last twenty-

X5 .?!
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four hours, and exhausted by fatigue, were even less able
'"^"^yself to suggest an expedient.
While we were debating what to do, and perplexed in

the extreme, it began to thunder heavily, and the rain to
tall in torrents. But our safety, and other important
events to be detailed hereafter, grew out of our present
distress. A flash of lightning revealed to us a cabin situ-
ated on the declivity of the hill upon which we stood. Itwas but a short distance from us, and so nearly hidden by
brushwood and gigantic herbage that our eyes had dwelt
upon that very spot for minutes, and while the flashes had
been equa ly vivid without detecting the most prominent
Object. JN either of my companions knew where we were.
It would have been strange if they had, for those chains
or lines of glens called « cockpits," which run the whole
length of the island, have as little variety as the prairies in
western America. When you have seen five miles of
them, you may compile a description of the whole hun-
dred and fifty, and be quite sure that you have omitted
nothing which was necessary to give a full and correct
Idea of the whole. "They are," saith one (I use very
nearly his vvords), « natural basins bounded by stupendous
rocks, on the south side almost inaccessible, and on the
north absolutely perpendicular, communicating with each
other by fissures, irregular, narrow, steep, and rugged,
through vt^hich flow innumerable rills to luxuriate and fat-
ten the soil."

It was now so near morning that I thought it best not
to disturb the tenants of the dwelling. It was necessary
that we should rest and refresh ourselves ; but we could
obtain the former in the verandah, and do without the lat-
ter until the sleepers should have risen to the labours or
tne pleasjires of the day.

I remarked, in the first volume, on the awe impressed
upon us by thunder heard in darkness, amid mountains,
especially if you are not accustomed to it. Never does
the soul receive more sublime impressions of the vastness
ot Deity than during such a scene ; and that where my
tortunee were now cast was calculated to realize those im-
pressions m a remarkable degree. Flashes intensely vivid,
lighting up the foliage of the hoary and gigantic trees, and

II!
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revealing each momentlmmense barrierg of stone tower-
in;:; perpendicularly into mid-heaven ! the report of the

past electric shock reaching you in many a loud and long
reverberation, mingled with the noomentary concussion,
while squalls of wind swept down the long dim avenues

!

Most of my readers have heard thunder, doubtless : but
what is the thunder of Europe, or even of the American
states, to that one hears at the Line, where a storm shall

commence at the sunrise of a summer's day, and continue
till sunset, without five minutes* intermission of the peal.

I have heard thunder in divers places in Europe, but it is

there merely the cracking in your hands of an egg-shell

compared to that which takes place at the equator.

About sunrise it ceased, and the skies cleared up. Had
we consulted propriety, we should have been content with
having found a shelter from the tempest, and departed as

we came, without disturbing the people of the house.
The negroes were sure we should find plantation comforts
within two miles, and they were sure that such were not
to be had in this lone and desolate place, of which they had
already conceived a very ill opinion. I know not why it

was that I was so anxious to stop till the people of the
house had risen—my doing so was inexplicable. My
companions, seeing me peremptory, gave in, though very
unwillingly, thus presenting that rare problem—negroes
seeking action, and a proverbiallyjmpatient white man
shunning it.

*
It was not till the sun had been an hour above the

welkin that we began to note those commotions which
attend the breaking up of a sleeping household. First of
all window-shutters, here acting in the threefold capacity
of shutter, sash, and pane, were thrown aside, and the

doors opened. Next a couple of dogs were turned out

;

they were soon followed by a negro yawning and
stretching himself, in search of the materials for a fire to

cook the morning repast. Seeing a white stranger in the

walk he went and reported the circumstance to his master,

who presently came to us. He was a short, thin man,
with a complexion of the hue of mahogany, a nose enor-
mously Roman and classical, bushy gray eyebrows, and a

countenance as void of expression as the statue of King
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Charles at Charing-crosi. I told him my story briefly.
and attempted to apologise for the use of his verandah, but
nndmff that politeness and breeding would be thrownaway here, 1 turned the discourse to the anticipated revolt
o! the slaves, which I assured him was so well and so gene-
rally organized, that, if it was not checked in the outset.
there would not be a white person breathing upon the
liland that day month. To all this his only reply was
gad so

!
and such odd expressions. At last, when I

Zt\l^ul ^T} ""^ ^-equesting him to allow me to see
whether he had the ventricles or hollow bags in the neck
which receive the air through the " rima glottidis," and to
examine the position of the " foramen magnum occipitis,"
whereby I might settle in my own mind whether he was
a man or a monkey, he asked, but with an obvious wish
that I should say «no," if I could make a breakfast of

^!r ^T ?''i'''"i^''
' hurried out a "yes" with great

promptitude, for I was very hungry.
"Come into the shed, then," sSd he.
Breakfast was soon prepared and brought in. It con-

sisted of vams roasted, fried, boiled, and raw~I am not

m^Li l.u^.Tr Z^^^""
preparations of yams. In the

middle of the table there was a dish of fried agouti-an
animal in size, between a rabbit and a rat, and m flavour
like nothing I ever tasted. A cup of coffee, which being

t^!tl^ ^'^^ ^^T' ""^^ sufficiently dry, had an unpleasant

if! .m1
' ^"?.'° '*'^rS ^h^* ' ^^^t its effects upon my

nerves till next day and raw rum, above proof, for thosewho hked It, were the iquids. There was a roasted opos-

tohii ""^'^
^"^ ""^ ''^"^^' "^y ^°'* appropriated

During breakfast he continued as obstinately silent as
ever. 1 endeavoured to draw him into conversation, butmy endeavours were not crowned with success. When I
paid him my thanks for the entertainment he had afffbrded
me, with an obvious improvement from his morning man-
ners, he invited me to " rest and be fed for the dav," though
using fewer words than I ever knew used upon the like
occasion to convey a meaning, and yet be, in themselves,
a sentence. It appeared not to be a natural, but an ac-
quiredtaciturnity—growing out of a long habit of avoiding

'^S
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conversation, which might lend to dflngeroua diiclosuroj.

I have frequently reniiirk«d that four out of five of the
" still bodies" have not become silent members of society

in consequence of their receiving no pleasure from the
use of the organs of speech, but from habitual caution,

and the policy of non-committal.

I had determined, on accoant of Jallah, to remain here
till after dinner. The day vvras Sunday, a day which is not
well observed in the West Indies. 1 do not speak of the
islands where the Catholic religion prevails, but of Ja-
maica, Barbadoes, Dominica, <fcc. whore obedience to the
commandment is expected. In the Catholic islands, as in

the parent countries of those islands, men go pretty gene-
rally to mass, though they pass from it to the ball or billiard-

room ; but the Protestants enact the latter violation

without the, in some measure, redeeming observance.

After breakfast my host took his gun, and sallied out to

the fields, and the two negro domestics of the establish-

ment employed themselves in nursing and comforting
Jallah in an outhouse. Left alone, and thrown, from want
of books, upon the usual resource of the traveller whose
horse falls lame, loses a shoe, or is being given a feed, or
while dinner is preparing, or—once a cause of delay to

myself—while the overseers of the highways were em-
ployed in making them passable, I strolled out to the
vicinity.

The troublesome, and oftentimes impertinent, curiosity

of my countrymen has been so fully commented upon,
both by writers among themselves, and by foreigners, that

it seems hardly necessary to acknowledge that it is, indeed,

a national passion and failing. All mankind have it more
or less, but nowhere else is it so greedy and insatiable as

in America. Nothing escapes the scrutiny of a Yankee

;

he will enter the den of a wolf, or pry into a hornet's nest

as faithfully, and with as much pleasure, as he will probe
an ambassador on the secrets of his mission, a traveller on
the objects of his journey, or his neighbour on his private

affairs and duties.* An excellent drama might be woven

* My readers are no doubt familiar with the story of Dr. Franklin.
He was travelling in New-England, and upon his arrival at a tavern,

took a ready way of disposing of tbe interrogatories which were suro

l\ I
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catnrl w^ 'f
''^^' "^T '^ "°* ^«'' ^^« disposition to cori-

cature, Avluch general y prcventi a correct delineation of
national manners on the stage.

hni "^nyV"^^
upon this failing of my countrymen in so

rntin •
'^

T
*""

''''T
^.^''^ ^^"^' »°'' o^^cn indulge in be-

cSi J r"""^''" 1'!''^
""t^"

^^"'^ *^" «« Poo'-Jy without

SS' h*''^ T"'^.^***»^"^
^h« much-banned rice of

oftener helped on the nearest approach that a human

apo"Kr"'T^
'' '^' contrary--Say I use the phrase-

werlTnnif 1? ""Tv "^^"^ "«' ^« worth living in

Tro fh?
^'"' *^ °""^^'°" "^^ ^*' inhabitants. As women

Dromn?/T''*°"'?*^°"' ";"""^"' «« «'"^ition is theprompter of our spirits to noble and heroic deeds. The

of knnwl«i
my countrymen is nothing but an ardent love

It [TZ t1?^'*^'^^"'V^^^'°'"'^^^"« ^ ''"le strained.

tJl • r^"
'^^^°" *^^* ' ^« "ot think it necessary to

rrecTnL"' '"''"".^.? ^T ^""^' ^"* '" ^^e solid rock^s of

thP ^nff 'tT^'.^*
*^^

i'"''^''"*^^
^^«°"^^ forty rods from

dJn^ti";h
^ *"*'''"'"'

'?''T^y' ^ '^^d "« «thor object in

it m&M »
" *r"'*^ r^'l?*

**^^"^ ^«« '"«'de
!

I supposeda might be a former hiding-place of the maroons or acave constructed for a retreat, or for the deposite of valu!

«tvpr°?f'/^'
'" *^-^'^ ^^""^ '^^"^d "^^ a revolt of the

Slaves. Hut impertinent curiosity is always ready with itswhys and wherefores. Opening the doo?, I found myselfm an apartment perhaps tliirty feet long, and halfasT^y
the'to?^'^'.'?^'^''"^,

''^'•'''^^y ^'gh'^d by fissures inthe roof, and by several artificial contrivances. It was

r^ptv^dirT "'^"^^ '' ^'^ '^^' ^' -^-' ^'
Its inmates were two, a white woman and a younffmulatto girl. The former appeared about forty years ofage, and. though apparently enjoying good health was oale

as a winding.sheet. She Was'diligfnily employ^rat m^

'V„n T' •" L'VJ^l^'-'J'" "id he, " have you a wife ?" » Yos sir
»

give anontion tfwh-T/"" • -T^'y ^"'« "^^ brought in, and madJoMve auontion to what the visiter would say. '« Listen attentivplv "

19»

K.

^ ivi ii,l

^.St!

:x. ^--

.'l.i I t'l

M.



222 Haverhill.

'I
'. r

i! ,

entrance, sewing upon one of those gowns of the coarse

German fabric, called Osnaburg, which are the general

wear of the female slaves, indeed of both sexes. She did

not raise her eyes till at least a minute after my entrance,

which I supposed to express disapprobation of my intru-

sion. Having satisfied myself that it contained no ma-
roons ; that the floor was covered with mats ; that there

were the principal utensils used in housekeeping, upon the

limited scale of allowing nothing more than is absolutely

necessary, I turned to leave the apartment, grotto, or by
whatever other name it might be called. It was at this

moment that the lady, raising her eyes to the light, for the

purpose of turning down the seam in her work, caught a

view of me, and started to her feet.

" God has then heard my prayers," she exclaimed, " and
has permitted me to look once more upon the face of one
of my own race and colour."

She advanced with a totterir';, and enfeebled step,

though her features did not appear lo be those of an aged
person, but rather of one not past the middle age. " Are
you an Englishman V

I informed her that I claimed to be descended from
that people, and though born in the New World, was suffi-

ciently proud of my descent to feel pleasure in asserting it

in all companies.
" Your speech, how delighting and delightful ! It is the

first time for many years that I have heard the tones of my
own beautiful and noble tongue, otherwise than in the bro-

ken dialect of a mulatto girl and the muttered threats of a

ruffian. The accent sounds in my ears like the tones of a

fondly remembered friend. And your flesh ! how fresh,

and new, and worldlike it is I" and she examined my skin

as curiously as a child would that of a peach. " And may
you not be sent to deliver me from this horrid bondage V

" If deliverance be deserved, fear not, madam, that you
have found one who will, at least, attempt to set you free.

Yet, allow me to ask from what am I to liberate you V
" From this dungeon—in which I have now been con-

fined for twelve long and tedious years."

" A prisoner in this land of liberty and law?"
" A prisoner in this land of liberty and law ! Wonder
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not at the circumstance; for know there are, among themountams of Jamaica, fastnesses as well fitted for the oer-petration of murder, and all the horrors that s?alk in^ kstrain as can be found in Spain or Italv. And let buuhe

ties of the feudal ages with guilt and crime, and as manv
opportunities shall be afforded the knigh for rgZg
oppressed dames, and chastising their tyrants, a?evefoccurred at any period of the world. For tweL years Ihave been immured in this dungeon, duringXch I havenever beheld a face whiter than hat w^eS save a

t^n thfse'o'f t^f^ ^-P-'«; -ver hearft^erToLl
than those of the twam • never once beheld the blessedsun, except when, now and then, a straggling ray creeos^rough the fissures or yon shrub-encased afoTogies fSJwindows; never felt the blessed winds breathe^on mybrow nor heard the warbling of birds or of rills, nor se^n

othefn/r
'^"",^^' ""'

^T'^ '^' fl«^^r«' ^o' en oyed anyother of those p easures which render life so charming I

ratuLTn,'^' ;^^*"T ?'^^^"g ^"d ^'^' ^he thufier
rattling among the peaks of the mountains, but alas t re-membrance told me that they came to cover the earthwith verdure and beauty, and went, to reveal b ueskTesand a serenity of which I could never partake."

'

dom ?»
'" ^ ^^"^ ^^''""^ ^°^'*' '^' chartered free-

nJ l!! ' ^"f
'^^^^'- ^y^'^" ' ^^^* ^*' w^s free. But how

TJ^r.u'^^'''
administer the laws,-those to whomT

the LtLnf'";;: i^^^'^a/'^'^J^^^'^'^^^ l^^^" ^itraged inhe depths of the Blue Mountains of Jamaica ? Mv peti-tions could not reach them from this cavern, nor my tears

whIleX?'''
'^'^^'" commiseration, or bring sJccourWhile they remained unseen and unheard."

" Permit me to ask you why you are here V>

ihJlT^ '^^' 'Alas! father, I have sinned ';'

I may saythat I have smned ^g^amst God and myself-~as far as re^gards the former, to be expiated at his tribunal only ; andoh, how deeply has expiation been made for the latter Iam here, young man, by the wickedness of others, and bymy own weak rehance on the faith of a villain. A deep

ti

''-^•tH/nkM^m^^'
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and terrible penance have I paid for my transgressions.

Twelve years* endurance ofgnawing- remorse is no slight

visiting of the youthful error of trusting a deceitful man,

without the superadded miseries it has been mine to

lufter."
" I am sure," said I, " that you have not deserved the

treatment you have experienced."
" You shall hear my story and judge for yourself. Have

no concern about the wench, she is deaf and dumb, or she

would never have b6en left with me ; and she has given us

another bond for her silence—she has fallen asleep, and

will not wake till she has been shook and pinched at least

five minutes.
" Know then, that I am an Englishwoman, born in the

county of Surrey, but educated and residing in England

till my eighteenth year. Our family consisted of myself

and two brothers ; a fourth, the eldest child, died the day
I was born. My father died when I was young, leaving

us in very embarrassed circumstances, and for many years

dependent on the rental of a small estate, possessed by

our mother in her maiden right, secured to her in strict

settlement, and thus placed beyond the reach of the

creditors of my father, who, at his decease, swept away
every farthing of his property not so secured. My mother

had a brother, who, while yet a boy, left England in the

service of the East-India Company. After a long absence,

he returned with a high military reputation, and with what,

as far as substantial enjoyment—the sirloin-of-beef and

bottle-of-claret happiness goes, is a great deal better, a

large fortune."

Each succeeding word and sentence of this narrative

assisted to fasten on my mind the impression that I had

heard the story before.

" 1 believe, madam," said I, interrupting her, "that no
part of the sketch you have given is new to me. Cer-

tain I am that I have heard a story which, as far as you
have related yours, is so much like it, that the coincidences

would form a miracle if the story regarded two families,

or distinct sets of persons. And yet I must be mistaken,

for the names of those who were concerned in that which

I heard were Danvers."
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** And that is the name of my family. Who are vou ?
speak

!
answer quick, for God's sake ; a nephew, perhaps

:

but no—my brothers were both childless?"
" Not a nephew, madam," said I, but one who knows

your brother well. Permit me to ask if I have not the
pleasure of speakmg to his long-lost sister ?"

" You are indeed speaking to his sister : my name is, or
was, Danvers.

I saw^h"im'^''^''"'^^^
Danvers well. It is not a year since

Her inquiries, broken and disturbed by tears, and re-
grets poured out over her forfeited name and deceased
riends, were now directed to obtain information of the
Jiving. She had not heard a syllable from any one of her
tamily for three years before her imprisonment, of course
nothmg smce

;
making altogether a period of near sixteen

years that she had been in utter ignorance of every thing
relatmg to it. It was no time now to indulge her painful
mterest in the family history. She was to be liberated

;

and not a moment was to be lost in doing it ; since, if my
design were suspected before it was put in execution, its
defeat was nearly certain to ensue. I told her as much of
the affairs of her family as I could in a five minutes' narra-
tive, incessantly interrupted

; and heard from her, briefly,
that she had been immured in this dungeon by the order
ot her husband, who was no other than the vile Shadwell

'

My curiosity had then the double merit in my eyes, of libe-
rating the sister of Judge Danvers and the mother ofMar-
garetta.

I returned to the cabin by a circuitous path, so that I
might not be suspected of knowing the secret A I was
prepared to bid it cease to be one. The jailer had not
returned from his morning excursion, and I had leisure to
acquaint my negroes of my discovery, and to determine
What 1 should do next. Having bound the two domestics,
we set out to meet their master. We met him hurrying
home, his brow clouded with suspicion and anxiety, which
were not lessened by my immediate announcement,—at the
same moment, by a sudden effort, wrenching his fusee
Jrom him,—of the discovery I had made. The wretch was
quae too callous and brutal either to feel or express com-

'
/ J
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I
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punction. He appeared to possess just that grade of intel-

lect which fits a man for a jailer or a bumbailiff, and to

have acquired that insensibility to pain and misery, that

perfect command over our own nerves, while our patient

writhes under the amputating knife, which are the highest

qualifications of a surgeon and a critic. Properly educated,

he would have been invaluable in the cockpit of a man-of-

war, while the legs and arms were being taken off, and
capital at a reviewer's desk, while they were flaying and
pickling a poor devil author.

He asked me what I should do with him ?

I replied—just the double of that which he had done to

the unfortunate being who had been for twelve years his

prisoner. The same dungeon for twenty-four years ; the

duplicate of the same stripes ; half as much food ; two
such companions, if they could be found ; the same bare

necessaries
; plenty as often as she had it, and stai-vation

when she had not ; as little of God's sun ; and if possible,

twice as much ofman's—or the Devil's—persecutions as he

had dealt out to his victim, should be his to bear and to

suffer, if the Supreme Disposer jof life and death saw fit to

suffer him to contaminate the earth twenty-four years

longer. All this, so helped me Heaven, I intended should

be his expiation in this world.

The fellow shuddered at the prospect before him ; and
knowing that I was sure to learn from the lady—if I had
not already—how savage his treatment had been, he fell

on his "knees and begged for mercy, assuring me that he
could make it worth my while to permit him to see the

blessed sun for many years longer. He had been, he

said, the tool, it was true the wicked tool, but still the tool

of another. He was at first drawn into crime by that

man's persuasions, and afterward fell so completely into

his power that he had to purchase his silence by unreser-

vedly executing his commands. He had not been always

ao wicked.

I interrupted his exculpation, upon which I placed but

little reliance, to demand in what way he could make it

worth my while to forgive his past conduct, and srfiield hira

from inquiry.

" If it shall be found," said he, " that I have in my poo*

!*
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session secrets which, divulged, will restore to the familyof my prisoner an estate wrongfully withheld from themwill that act, setting aside it. motives, be sufficient to nro'

parnTo»" ^"' ^"^^^^^"^^ *« «^*- ^-- th^*

" It will."

" You swear it solemnly."

frl!)^^'' ''T'"''"
'^'^ ^^' ^^'f mentally, "that my ownfreedom, and return to a world I quitted reluctanTly Zynot grow out of this day's adventure ? But, noT h maJ

Tnt' ^ i'^r
t^[\^ilderness but to hide my fac^ iJanother, and, if eartb has it, one still more secluded an3impervious Like the owl, I cannot open my eyes upon^le day. All that I shall gain then wm be,Vnd thS's

S' h ^"ir-f 1^'''^' «^^ "«t ^^tched day and
TnS K~^''*

^^^ ^^"^ ^'""'^^^ ^^s snapped his chains andlost his master. No ; I shall never see the beauUful InAglomus island which gave me birth ; no!never wh le heerrible word" (he spoke low and hurr edly) C„dLr~
Jhf^P"" '"y

^'r- ^^^" "^^y you startTforl amthat horrid creature-^that accursed of God and man
™

one who for gold, took the life of a fellow-bebff ZdZmy own kind and indulgent master

»

^' *

"Surely," said I, "your name must be Ritchings."
Wo, not Ritchings

;
I was the accomplice of RitchiW^

rn^n/ Swickr
'' ''' '^'^"^

' ^^- p--^w
-h^w I!?^^''j"'*^"''\?'''^

'''"^"y ™^y I^'^e itself under a

JamHytratint"
""^^ "^^^ ^'^"^'^^ ^^ *^^ ^-"-^

wnV "J^n^ged, as others have done, to seem that which I

rd h'^'--
7°"

^^"^f'^'
^^^ «^^ "^^ this momingi^deand boonsh, apparently without the faculty of speefh ^ndcertainly without the grace of behaviour, may now 'ee

were necessary, witness an equally rapid corrective

I
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applied to the other fault. I have been a creature of cun-

ning and hypocrisy, obtaining credit for piety I never pos-

sessed, and passing off a smiling face for simplicity and

honesty. Was it Mrs. Ritchings who spoke of me ?"

I told him from whom I first heard his name.
" As you are acquainted with only a part of the story,

perhaps you would like to hear the remainder—that which

you will never hear, unless you hear it from me."

I signified my assent ; and he began.

" I was many years in the service of General Lutirell,

and was with him in all his Eastern campaigns. Ritchings,

who was ten years older than I, had been that length of

time in his service when I entered it. I was young, and I

believe I may say as nearly virtuous as servants can well

be. That class of unfortunates are sure to copy all their

masters' vices,—if they have none, all those of their

masters' friends. But Ritchings had fitted himself for the

halter long before I knew him, and he soon qualified me
for the same post, soon taught me to be, in another way,

as great a scoundrel as himself.

" You are, doubtless, acquainted with the history of the

family previous to the last and fatal visit made by General

Luttrell to his sister, and knew that Ritchings and myself

attended him on that visit. He was not in good health

when we set out ; but it was only the operation of a slow

and gradual decline, a little accelerated by some trifling

disappointment, I forget what :—probably he would have

lasted a couple of years longer but for the use of unfair

means to hasten his end.
" It was but two or three days after our arrival that

John Temple, the general's nephew, began to sound us on

the subject of taking him off. He began by asking ques-

tions about the poisons of the Hindoos, and their modes of

preparing and using them.—' Were they slow or rapid in

their effects ? Were they sure to operate ? Were the

operators well paid ?—though that he need not ask, for he

was sure they must be,' &c. &c. At first, he put these

questions to us with a serious and composed countenance;

but gradually it became filled with dark meaning, and

shrugs, hints, and innuendoes were dealt out plentifully.

He found penetrable materials to work upon. Before two

LI- ^^i^mum
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dajs had elapsed, a regular treaty for the removal of the
uncle liad been entered into, and the time when and thepnce of blood stipulated. We were to receive five hun-

Ilnn/n ' ''^'-
' ^?^ Ritchings, with greater cunning

than 1 had ever given h.m credit for, n.ade an additionaland private bargain, and piocured an augmentation of asmany thousands ;-,n the event of successfully completing

emprer^'' '"''""'"^ *^^ '"^'^'^^ ""^"'^ general to ou?

.

"It is known that the Hindoos, especially those of the
higher castes, are remarkably skilful in the preparing, andexper in the administering of poisons. They preparehem both m the shape of pills and liquids, and cause them
to kill either immediately, or by a wasting away of thepowers either of the mind or the body, as may be desired.
In some mstances they produce insanity with, and in others
without lucid intervals

; and sometimes destroy the intel-
lect, whib they excite the animal powers to greater
vigour. They can be~and by those who make K trade
ot preparing the drugs, are-so compounded as to destroy

II.^iH"" Vf"*' ^"^ '"^,'''* exceeding torment, or to bringon death by lethargy and stupefaction.
^

«
I had made myself, while in India, an adept in the art

ot poisoning, and when I returned to England, brought
with me the various preparations which I had seen used
there. I gave my excellent master one of these hellish
compounds. It was calculated to produce death accord-
ing to the strength of the constitution,-his, excessively
debilitated, yielded to it m less than three weeks. It was
of the kmd best adapted to our purpose,-that which
brought on a mild form of insanity with perfectly lucid in-
tervals. It was during one of his fits of delirium that
under our persuasions, he executed the will under which
lohn 1 emple now holds the estate of Bargholdt.
"Throughout the judicial investigation that followed his

ueath, 1 n.anaged to keep my reputation unimpeached, and
to pass, with the Danvers family, for a simple but honest
el ow

;
one whose utmost turpitude consisted in his par-

tiality to a 'rolling eye'—and whose propensity it was to
speak truth, unless women were held out to him as an in-ducement to do otherwise. The truth was, that when I

^^^P^-^ii
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claimed my * thirty pieces of silver' from Temple, he re-

fused, declaring that he would denounce me to the offended

justice of my countiy—the villain, to talk of justice !—if I

dared to name the thing again. I told him of his own
share of the transaction ; he replied by daring me to prove

one word of what I advanced. He was right, 1 could not.

It was owing to this quarrel that I told the Danvcrs family

the story which led to their instituting a judicial proceed-

ing. Before the trial came on, however, Temple and I

made up our quarrel, and he paid me the stipulated sum,

which bought my absence from that part of the country.

I contrived to elude the minute search of the Danvcrs, h\
retreating to a lonely and retired psrt of Wales, where I

remained in strict privacy and seclusion till I was wanted
to aid in achieving another piece of villany."

The period taken up by this story had been sufficient to

carry us from the place where I first found the graceless

villain to the door of the dungeon. We entered, and found

the prisoner pacing the floor in great agitation, fearing that

something had happened to me which might compel her to

continue longer m durance. Herjoy at the change in her

prospects was so excessive and turbulent that I feared its

effect upon her reason. We removed her, and constituted

Bushwick tenant for the night, with my promise that his

confinement should be but for that period.

The beams of an unclouded meridian sun falling upon
eyes which have not felt them for twelve years will, at

any time, go near to cause total blindness. I had taken the

precaution to bring fan-palms, and such other screens and
contrivances as the region afforded, but they were all inade-

quate to the purpose ; and the light created such intol-

erable agony in her head, that I feared distraction would
be the consequence. We managed however to get her

into the cabin, and the next morning found her perfectly

Fcstored. The day proved rainy, which was fortunate, as

the inducements to travel were thereby wanting, and a

space, fortunately of alternate clouds and sunshine, was
given to accustom her to this " fair new world." Withal

it afforded her an opportunity to conclude her histon-,

which she did as follows.

1
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CHAPTER XIX.

"You are aware that the families of Danvers and Tern-
pie had never visited from the time that my uncle took up
Ins residence with us.

*•

t. 'If •if'
General Luttrell's death, my cousin John came

to reside at Bar^holdt upon the estate left him by the
lormer. Possessing a handsome person and winning ad-
dress, he soon became a favourite in the neighbourhood.
His character for fair and honourable dealing, kindness to
his tenants and dependants, and other virtues, soon travelled
to the ears of ray mother, and she became anxious to have
him visit our house. The opportunity for making up the
breach between the families should not be neglected! she
thought.

/ The good Book said, let the sun go not downupoh you m your anger—should one whose star of human
existence was just dropping into the valley of the shadow
ot death entertain a grudge, and that against the family ofan on y sister ? Might it not be possible that General Lut-
trcllto our own knowledge for a year before his death,weak of mind and infirm of purpose, should have made h^
strange will without an undue attempt on the part of her
sister's family to mfluence him V

^

m.\^
Jn/iination, by whom conveyed we never knew

(Bushwick interrupted her to say that he gave it), broughtJohn Temple to our house. Though he said Lhing o

f

restoring the property to the rightful lieirs, or of reparation
in any way, yet he conducted himself with so much pro.
priety that my mother, predetermined to forgive him. did
more---took him into especial favour. My brothers relaxed
n their hostility to him, and I. fond girl, alas ! went further
than either—I suffered him to plant a treacherous passionm my bosom. H.s beautiful and manly person, his easy
and graceful carriage, his learning, wit, and eloquence, and,
above all, his apparently ardent admiration and exclusive
preference of myself, kindled in my heart a passion which

:

5» J
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\ i

consumed my hours with melancholy and anguish. I

loved him, and was tortured with an incessant fear that my
brothers would say or do something to make him quit our
house, and forget me. When he was present I kept my
eves fixed upon them and him—upon them, to repress,' by
pleading looks and the agony I could not conceal, their

impatience of his company—upon him, to dispel, by smiles

of tenderness, the frowns those caused, and the glance of
defiance that would cloud his countenance when he saw
suspicion and dislike in theirs. Seeing that my health was
giving way under the unequal strife, they trained their feel-

ings to better command,withdrew their opposition, and met
him with a show of friendship. The villain saw and im-
proved his advantage. But why detail his infamous arts !

—

it is sufficient to say that I loved, trusted, and was—ruined.

When, in process of time, the consequences of my fatal

indiscretion were likely to become apparent, his object,

*vhich ^Yss to destroy tlit; reputation of our family, being

secured, He refused to marry me as he had promised, and
for a long time to take measures for my temporary conceal-

ment.
" At length, in reply to my agonized entreaties and ap-

peals to honour, pity, mercy, he consented to assist me in

withdrawing myself from my family and the world. I

believe hn was afraid of haying my self-murder to answer
for. He met me, by appointment, at a very early hour in

the morning, and conducted me to his own house. Two
days after, with Ritchings for our companion, we embarked
for the Continent ; and so vv ell were my seducer's measures

taken, that I have reason to believe my family had no sus-

picion of oiir having left England, at all events, they nevei'

traced us out of it.

** Upon our arrival on the French coast, we set out im-

mediately for Avranches, and from thence travelled, by
forced stages, if French diligences can be forced, for the

frontiers of Spain. You have, undoubtedly, surmised that

his object in hurrying me to that land of papal tyranny was
to stifle my complaints and reproaches for ever in a Spanish

convent. It is hard to say why he changed his mind,

but we had not been half an hour across the borders of

Gascony, when he countermanded his order for seats in
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Bord?aui'"
'"^"'^^ '"^ '"'"^ " conveyance to take U8 to

rnK;n^''»*'T*i'
"^"^ "'8^^' ^^ ^ ^ery lonely and retired

;^s ;-Ss'o/r"^ T'' ""^ '''k ^'"^ T^e driverwas recognised by our host as an old acquaintance, and

iU. wh^ht""^'
'^^''^'"" ^'^h the impertinent faS^ri^y

fo eboJ^^^.^^^^
'hT'^ "'y ^^*^"y«^' g«^« '<^^ for gloomy

of in.^., T'l^^''^'' ^^P'^
"«^ ° ''"ie increased by the habft

rated rrmtV?'" Z^''^' J^^"^" '" "^^ situation! sepa-raieti Irom her fnends, and bearing about her a burden of.^harne and disgrace, would naturally fall.
" ""^

oesigns to me. I have thought much and deeply ' &aid themfamous man, 'of your fallen estate and ha^esVcoSonIhe family feud will not permit my marrW vou and*

look ?n' ^^^"r^t"^ '"^^ ^^' m/self tak?a^v^i?e;they

wiiicn me lumily of Danvers, thanks to my wisdom nnA

Tre ti^tSr
'""^'- .When I first liL'netto y'our

fv^^l 4' ^"r
^'°" ''" ^^y'*^'" from shame, a hiding-placefrom the faces of your family, I bethought m^ that eclS ?onin a convent among the mountains ?f Spain w .u?d bes^and surest do u, and it was for that purpose we were trav

V 7s ' atn?''• ^* ' '^T
^^^"g«' my mind and myMews,--attune your lips and heart to joy-ll have found

-arulmrh'"^" "'"
^r '""^ -^y mucrdemand

,rofl *? .

*^'tchings,--to whom 1 am under great obli-

for in^Jruth thf
""'. t H^lt'

"«^ '^' lightest fewarSed,iior m truth the most cheerfully rendered? but he will likpyou betterperhaps by.and.by,iconsentst;>S^^^^^
ands. A priest is m waiting-I see you married-vou

Siff wtt vo^'
'"'^ *^^"^^ '^ the'we^t'Ureslor iiie. Wfiy do you weep and wring your hands ? Couldyou have expected as much? Remember, what your

ind' CT.^""V^^u ^"^"^^« '^'y h^^^ heaped uponCand the slanders they have propagated, remember thatZ'are m my power,-remember tlTat you yourself have^ecome worthless and an outcast, and^hen give God thanks

priestT
"""'""'

' ^^ '' ^^" ^" '^' bridegroom and ?he

" He left me so completely stupified and horior-struCk
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that I never uttered a word, nor breathed a sigh, nor
dropped a tear Irom that moment till tiie conclusion of the
ceremony which made me the wife of the infamous
Ritchings. 1 lived and breathed, and saw objects moving
around me, and heurd voices uttering words in an unknown
tongue, but whether to perform the ceremony of marriage
or of burial I neither knew nor cared. I made the
motions, and uttered the responses, and took the sacrament
according to the ritual of the Romish church—as they
bade me—had they ^iven me a lancet and ordered me to
sever the jugular vem, I should have obeyed them with
the same tranquil unconsciousness of what I was doing.
I recollect the only sign I exhibited that my reason liad

not totally forsaken me was the bursting into tears, and
the indulging denunciations when Temple presented him-
self at the door, addressed me as Mrs. Ritchings, and bade
me good-by. " Curses, like chickens," it is said, " always
come home to roost." I know not if this be true

; perhaps
the calamities I have endured were a visiting upon me ol

my first transgression— I can scarce think it was a sin to
curse one so vile as John Temple.

" I continued in this state during the whole of our
journey to Bordeaux. During our stay at that place, and
the greater part of the time we were upon our passage to
the West Indies, my husband—I call him by that name for
the sake of a convenient designation —alarmed for his

wages, which of course would cease at my death, used so
much kindness that he won me to take more sustenance,
care more about life, and, finally, to be at times even a
little cheerful. We landed first at Martinique, and there
I gave birth to a son which, happily, survived but a fe\^

hours. Disliking the place and the people, we left it as
soon as I was well enough to be removed, and came to
this island. Previous to our arrival, he informed me that

his own name might be inconvenient to him,
erefQre, he would in future be known as

the retaining

and that, tl

SlIADWELL.
With the capital furnished by his atrocious dealings

with Temple he entered into commercial business, and.
being not at all fastidious in his choice of means and expe-
dients to increase his wealth, soon became one of the

'^^

^^»mXwm laBjJjg^Ajj;
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anlvve^
'
'"' .""^ "'"'^"1^ ^''''^^ ^^^^'^ «'^« me crabbed

ansyvers perhai)3 go without speaking to me for threeor our days together, but neverVesorted to bh>ws, com!:Pdled me to drudgery, or caused menials to disgrace, or

tcleZTr '?'
"!

''" ^'^' "^^''^^'•^- B"t. as L riches
increased, his reatment grew loss kind-the vearlr

SunV" ?r7'^
''''

T^
maintenance becameTnJaccount, and he, f,om a tolerably civil master, sunk into abrutal and unteeling tyrant. His increased severity waspartly owing to h.s naturally harsh temper, but more tothe mfluence gained ov<.r him by a woman of colourwhom he kept In the house to donfineer over me

'

tpll ,/ "^""u I ".? ""!'';' y''""^ ^>'«« ^''«P l^'««^' were I to

nenl'nn
.''

V""'''''
f-r fouryears out of the six which

I spent under his immediate root: I was not allowed tosee any body but negroes ; I was compelled to performhe task.s allotted me by mv mistress, and to bear Wows U'

II Tl
'^" '^'"!^ '^ ^'' ''^'"S' ^"« ^'^ "P«" ^he coarseiood, and wore he coarsest apparel. It had been mv

5t1"v? r^!' *^^"' '•'"•g^* "^^ ^^'^^^ ^ '"Other" Z
Thn 1

' V """^V'''^
purposes, saw fit not to grant it.The second year of my residence upon the island I cave

miseriT. M ""^.^"^t'^'^ "^VM^, it only increased my
ZZ ^^ liusband's mulatto mistress became imother on the same W,iy_her child was also a girl, and

SrandM'r^ right possessed by her rivfl'toThe

Sr.nn. . !S^'?"'
of her keeper, she thenceforth byher conduct added a new pang, by awakening mv feaS^

rrivS 'fjT' T''"'^
'''''^' ThreeTeafsKu

Sd u Zu ?T' ^""'1" ^y '^'' "^"^^ «f Bushwick,
joined us. He had always been a little inclined to in-

hTo^n '"'"S'^.V^^u'
!" ^ ^^""*^'>^ ^'^^^^« «P"it« are plenty andcheap, and the habit more common and less binned, it is

.lot grange that he soon became a confirmed drunkard
1 he two little girls grew up with so striking a resem

cl^rrbod^'"'^
^''^"^'^' '^'' theybecamelhetaHl

botV for
^ «ot interrupt lier to tell her that I had seen tftem

f'oin, 101, m that case, I must have made her acquainted

if
*

'

4 r

;f
I I.

!
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with the dreadful uncertainty which hung over the fate of

that one in whom alcne she could be interested. But I

shall omit that part of her story which relates to what the

reader has already heard, and skip to the incident which
deprived her of her personal liberty.

" I endured all this ill usage with the hope that

the beauty and sweetness of my little daughter would
melt the obdurate heart of her father, that the continual

dropping of her artless fondness upon his stony nature

would at least wear away his unkindness. But instead of

its effecting a favourable change, he daily grew worse and
worse. Blows upon me, and blows upon my child

!

curses ! starvation ! what did we not endure ! My nature

at last rose in rebellion, and 1 determined to seek a sepa-

ration or reparation. But my appeal to the bishop of the

island to procure me redress, which I entrusted, for safe

carriage, to a negro girl in whom I placed confidence, was
carried directly to my tyrant.

" He had recently purchased a plantation among the

mountains, and came and invited me to ride down with
him, and see it. It was a strange request,, the temper in

which he made it unusual, and would have excited sus-

picion even in bosoms not prone to indulge it. But I

thought only of the interests of my child, and of the

fearful consequences of her growing up the object of
aversion to her natural protector, and went with even a
pleased and gratified heart, hoping that he might yet be
won to become a better father than he had been a husband.

" We rested that night at a tavern within ten miles of
the plantation. Morning came, he was still cheerful and
kind, even fond, and I, happier than I had been for years,

strove to augment his good feelings by every little office ot"

attention and tenderness I could devise. I little knew
what was passing in his mind.

" He informed me that, for the sake of showing me some
natural curiosities, he had sent back our calash, and that

we should perform the remainder of our journey upon
mules. There was nothing to excite my suspicion in this,

nor in our striking off from the main road immediately
after, hito a wild and desolate region. Natural wonders
are more frequently found in desert regions—inaccessiblR
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X„ ?. T"'^' '^'i ^^ ^°""^ 't '" « wild and ruggedglen, scarcely accessible to human foot, in the shaoe of acavern, which, doubtless, had been used, brthfCharai^
cealment or rapine-perhaps for the very purpose for^vhich ,t was now to be used.'^ Not to speak^in3Ls i

pains to imroH
1^^'"'"* *'"'*''"^' ^''^ ^^^ '^^^^ «"ch

Svl nMY • f,9""««'ty ;« ^y acquaintance,
' what

ablv'toThi • •
1^°" "^^'^ '" ^ ^P^"'«h convent, agree-

whLll tnT?L"! o"*'"*'^
°^ «"'' fr'^"d Joh" Temple.

In^a voyage.'
'''"" *""'' ^'"'^ ^"^^^ '" ^ ^'^t"

seri It?fl^^? SV^^
preamble and'of our visiting this de-

sert glen flashed to my mind in a moment. A llance at
his countenance confirmed my fears.

^

tlJ'hi!hnn'''.'''*iK-^^'
P^«,d"^'n? the letter I had witten totne bishop, « IS this your letter?'

" I replied it was.
" • "W hy did you write it ?"

" With the hope of its causing a change in your treatmentof me and your child. Worn down by >Wr tyraCy {determined to endure it no longer, and, believing that thereS t?tV'
Protect and righl the w^ak, 1 dettrm'ned ^apply to them for redress against your cruel usage vourwantoii infliction of what I Lve never deserved^'

^

Sarah mv In?, ^f^^"^
^""^ ^ ^.""P ''^^^^ «"^ ^ave lost it.

and nin^L ^ '
"^^

^""V^^
^^'' ^^^^»*"' ^''*^tted, pillared,and niched-an exceeding curiosity. You shall have

Ay, by Him that mnde me, alive you shall never leave it.

fIktl^Z'^'"
ha- --bread and water-in time, perhapsa little more

;
clothing the same as my negro slaves ; com:

H,r"'''i""^*'''
^'^" ^"'"S ^^'^ ^«ts and musquitoes to a

nrnlli n!
"°"^' ""^"^'^ y^ find it in what your

preachers call « conversation with God.' When the bishop

J 'ii

i'

if
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finds you out he will redress you, no doubt. Good-
by.'

" He was as good, or rather, as bad as his word. The
seventh of next month will be twelve years since I became
a prisoner in this cavern. Bread and water were all

that were allowed me at first, but in time, I had meats

and vegetables. I wear the coarse cloth you see mc
wearing now, which you know is that in which the female

slaves are usually clad. From that day to this I have

never seen a human face, save this deaf and dumb girl's

and my jailer's, and—yours. The solace he threatened I

have found in communion with the Holy Spirit ; allowed

leisure for contemplative and that book which contains the

j)recepts of divine wisdom and inspiration, I have found

repentance, and the faith which leads us to contemn earthly

troubles. If it be the will of God that I shall mix again

in the affairs of the world, from which I have been twelve

years banished, I shall do it with a subdued spirit and a full

belief that it is well for me that I have been afflicted."

Such was the story of this interesting lady. It was now
her turn to listen. 1 began to tell her some few things I had
heard of her family. One word brought on another, till,

very soon, there was nothing left to tell. And now, when
she knew that her daughter had been living within twenty-

four hours,—had grown up beautiful, and worthy a parent's

or a lover's fondest kiss,—a mortal's weakness took pos-

session of a mother's heart, albeit a Christian mother, and

her fears for the safety of her child became' excessive.

ShB who had been so resigned and patient under her own
troubles was overwhelmed with apprehensions for one who
had the same God to protect and watch over her.

Knowing how many slips knaves give their keepers, I

was careful, before we set out, to take Bushwick's state-

ment, in writing, of the facts relating to the will, which I

jUtested myself, and caused to be attested by Mrs. Shad-

well. I then told the villain I stood pledged for his safety,

but that he must be content to take up his residence in the

cavern, with Abraham for his keeper, until the revolt should

have ended.

We set out on our journey as soon as the rain ceased,

which was not till late in the afternoon ; so late, in truth,

^iljl^spipawi?^*
r AiMi^iMlin'lHHttil
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that it was an unadvised act in me to commence it thenseeing that it was to be performed on foot b^oL Vhos"'peregrmations for twelve years had been confinedTan

th^LTa'cticet'jf
*
by twenty, and in whom disuse o"the practice had almost led to a prostration of the powers

witirSTsix hof
'' T' '^ -T"^^^^^ '^-' y^^^^^

two Lndrod L '^ "^^ ^ ^'"f
'^^ "^^^^' ""^ '"^re thaniMo nundred thousand slaves, that an alarm was to hosounded to a scattered and unprepared whiS popuIoLn

and S'it
''''" ^'""^ "' superabundant sour^^toS

We had not gone far before Mrs. Shadwell's weaknessbecame so great that we were compelled to cL7y he" «our arms. The sunlight falling upon her weak eyes hadfurther helped to unfit her from using her feet-she wasblind as a mole and feeble as a child. Impeded hi our n^thwhich was really the worst I ever saw,Jfull of brS'niole-ploughrngs, ant-hills, stumps of decayed trees heaSof palms decapitated by the lightning, &J.lafhow wemanaged to thread it, as we dli the^night before^^an

About ten o'clock we came to a deserted cabin and isudden tempest of wind, thunder, and rain con ing up jus"

boiled some limp.d mountain-water, made some punchand ate a cracker. The Scotch may boast aTmuch asthey will about "mountain-dew," and the knight of Eastcheap of the two-fold operation there is in " sherris-sack "
but give me arrack-punch: it is a beveraae Xhv ofbeing handed by Hebe herself to the fatherff7AAt twelve o'clock we renewed our journey, andliboutdaybreak came to the entrance to tallard's Valley aplan ation belonging to a gentleman of the name of Ci^ik-

out for^hr^ ^f".^' Y^"^^ 'y'^' ^'^'^^r*^ upon the loot

^PmS^t?^ f.k"'^u^"^^''''7?''"
"^^ withdrawn to the con.templation of the things of this world, and a mortal natureSoon the dwelling-house and cluster of negro-huts we,^'

visible. There were lights moving about the apartmentT
a circumstance so unusual at that hour that I suspected
ci her that they had heard of, and were preparingfor he
'iitended revolt, or that it had already taken placcS the
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rebels were in possession of and employed in plundering

the house.

Leaving Mrs. Shadwell in charge of the negroes, I pro-

ceeded to reconnoitre. The stirrers, I could see, were

white people, so I used the freedom to knock as soundly

as Grumio did at Hortensio's gale.* Listening, I heard,

first, sundry notes, proclaiming martial preparation and

vigilance, a cocking of guns, a noise of ramrods falling

into the sliding loops, a rattling of swords, and, secondly,

the demand, in a rough voice, " Who is there?"

" A friend," I answered.

"What friend?"
" One unknown to you, but not the less a friend. My

name is Haverhill,—Captain Haverhill, of the British army.

I want lodging and temporary shelter for a distressed lady,

and breakfast for myself, for which I will pay^youin news,

astounding news : there is about to be a general rising of

the slaves."

" We have heard of it within the last halfhour. What say

you, my friends, shall we admit him ?" asked the speaker.

" By all means," answered several voices.

" Cock your guns, and hold yourselves in readiness to

fire," said the leader. " If he has straight hair, parted in

the forehead, and hanging down on each side of his head

like tallow candles, let him have it, pepper his skin,d n

him."

While I was thanking heaven that my hair was curly,

they undid the latch, and I entered. I found half a dozen

gentlemen assembled in the apartment, busily employed in

furbishing up muskets, cleansing locks, scouring and sharp,

ening swords, and giving other signs of belligerent inten-

tions.

"It is not a preacher after all," said one. "Kettletas

may save his double b's for our Koromantyn friends in the

bush."

They had just been waked by a negro from Mr. Bayley's

plantation, three miles distant, who came to inform his

master, then on a visit to Mr. Cruikshank, of the revolt of

* Here is a trifling mistake. Grumio would ml knock soundly, and

thence the displeasure of his master, and his " sol fa and singing it.'"
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which was two miles distant. Before noon we had col-
lected near two hundred men, white, black, and of the in-
numerable shades which arc found between them. At
that time, Mr. Bayle^, who had been unsuccessful in his
attempts to reduce his Trinity negroes to obedience, joined
us, and saying he had ascertained that the principal force
of the rebels would be found at Haywood-Hall, a planta-
tion three miles and a half distant, recommended an im-
mediate attack.

Upon our march to encounter the rebels, our eyes were
visited with sights almost too horrid to mention. Whither-
soever they had gone, fire and slaught • r had marked their
progress. In the short space of twelve hours they had
muidered more than forty persons, not even sparing the
infant at the breast nor the decrepit aged, and accompa-
nying each murder with peculiar circumstances ofbarbarity
and lingering torture. Judge, then, how great the pleasure
with which we confronted them, just as they were following
up the butchery of a funiily by the roasting of an ox, whole,
and by the flames of a costly mansion. I could scarce
restrain my impatient troops while I made the necessary
arrangements for the attack. Those completed, we fell

upon them with as much reluctance as hungry men sit

down to a well-furnished dinner. But we had it all our
own way ; the wretches behaved like what they were, and
are,—the veriest cowards on earth,and scarcelygave me an
opportunity to try the temper of my troops, or to display
my own exceeding courage and generalship. If medals
are only bestowed for deserving, I know not why I received
mine, for I am sure I could exhibit no proof that it was
earned.

At the first fire we killed eight, among whom was my
old acquaintance Quaw,and wounded others, the remainder
were ofF to the woods like hunted deer. Another ren-
counter took place that afternoon ; and a third early next
morning, with the same success. Everywhere, whatever
might be our force or their strength, they fled without a
struggle. They seemed to regard their temporary liberty
;js a short furlough granted for the purpose of murdering,
devastating, but above all, eating, drinking, and wenching
without stint or control, but under a stipulation to resume

^^*«SP?a»*r^''"
*«»v^^wt
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their chains at its exoiration v.. „
regulations, to enactCs Ji enTor^S^°'?*

''"'^""' ^^'n^e
particles of wisdom aXirio^cSr.*^^^ ^?, ''"^X the
at^^osphere of a revolSTntol^^^^^
liberty and law, to imbosom thl^ '"^ ^^^ " «y«'«n> of
vileijes, as men areTuppo™d t^H^T'l^ "«''*' «"^ P"-
chains in the spirit ofZ^ZJi ^? ""'^^ ^^^^ burst their
wliat they „o mo e hSrof2 "^^ '"^ f

'""'«*'«»' ^««
-^^^-rslet loose fro^/n oTSal'"

""''''' ^^^««^««

thete S;:X7S:^^ ^ad become of
that he wa.--oS^he purr^^^^^

abse„t-.well for us
returned in time to leadThe brlln

="«""'«^*ion' and only
>nto a mid fastness ShadtLn''^"*"^"^

of the rebelj
roons in the war of 1738 Th. " *. '^^"^"^ «^ '^e ma-
pages will have shown wJ ''^'''''*' ^^ *'^« foregoing
wanting, when it wasS„Tn. ^'^""^'^I^^Y undertSke^
and thus they we.^"deXfo7hisS^^^^ ^'^^
might possibly hare conducted i to . w"^

''^'°"'' "^^""^

^Velh^^d^aLra:^^^^^
^^"'^

"

accurately, that ?wa" sureW^^^^^^^^^
'^' B«rb so

a warrant for believing him f^thfulS ™' ^"^ ^^^ ^««
maroons make invaluablelffi ^!*m- The
rinths with which necessitfh«!' ?"?'' '^® '^^rkate laby.
was a fortunate cirrSc^forT,"*" '5T "^^"«'"t«^ '' ^^
contributed to our suc^ss that w?'

'^^
*t^'

^*»'^'» "^"^y
services. Though thrive ' TLT.T ^>t *^ ^"g^« ^^
bemg descendants of t^fZrS "«?**•

T*.^
"egro lood,

negroes who ran awav from tK^ "« inhabitants, and of
the island became ^ursb^.n'' ®P?"''*^ ""^^^ when
neverfriendlytoThe Africl S?'S/"J.^^^' ^'^^^ ^«'e
which ended with the neTcf;" '?f ?•"" <i«Predation.,

Cudjoe. in 1738. wereo&rn "*^'^ ""''^ '^^ ^^"^^^
greater avidity than VonthLth^* ^'^^ T" ^*»^"> ^'t»»
they displayed so mS coLm '

^
'^^i^*

^f^«'^««l
negroes, thi. when oSe ^„ aZ .ri'^^'r^

^^^ '^^

SS,'r7'^^^^ to"a"tcrS^'^ "" '^'^'^^""^ '^ -
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obtain tlic assistance of several more of tliese wild but
courageous outlaws. They were tall and well-made men,
their complexion black as jet, with regular features, small,

quick, piercing eyes, and so nimble, that monkeys were
not more remarkable for chmbing trees, bounding from
rock to rock, and the other feats of agility acquired in forest

life. Their keenness of eye was wonderful, and their

sense of hearing remarkably acute. Their habits of patient
endurance of hunger and fatigue, their unequalled skill in

the use of the musket or rifle, their knowledge of the edible

roots and herbs to be found in the wilds, altogetl)er render-
ed them more valuable to friends and dangerous to foes,

in a partisan warfare, than any body of men I ever saw.
Twelve white volunteers and six maroons was my entire

force at setting out—it should have been four times the

number to have promised success. But the idea had taken
possession of the people that we were going *' marooning," a
word synonym<ju8 with every thing that is dangerous,

daring, and finally impossible, and they held back from en-

listment in it—it was with some difliculty that I got even
a dozen to join me.

I had proceeded perhaps a couple of miles, when a Mr.
Devonport came riding aiter me, with the information that

a young British naval officer had just arrived, and expressed
a wish to join me. Knowing the value of a British sailor

when a dangerous enterprise is afoot, that the figurehead

of his ship is just as sensible to fear as he, and a Cuba
blood-hound as likely to give over his quest, I felt as a

general feels who has ordered up a powerful reserve to

secure the perilled fortunes of the day. I ordered a halt,

and awaited the promised reinforcement.

He soon rode up, jumped from his horse, and came for^

ward to give and receive a welcome after the fashion of the

sons of the sea. If your hand is soft and puny, reader,

hath worn doe-skin, and been wet with milk of roses, I

advise you never to shake hands with Jack, else you may
be led to cry out as the damsel did, who, at a nocturnal

appointment, meeting, by mistake, a bear instead of her

lover, without knowing the difference ; (perhaps the differ-

ence was imperceptible—there are some very bearlike

lovers), cried out, " Oh, be quiet, now, and don't hug mi
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as, if you said so, then I said so ; and they shook handif^

and swore brothers."

When our maroon guide, upon halting at the edge of a

covert of mingled herbage and brambfes, acquainted us

that our labours commenced there, I am not sure there

was an unblanched cheek in the company. The best idea

which a European can form of a Jamaica bramble-tract

is, to fancy a closely-planted and luxuriant asparagus-bed,

without ditches, every branch, sub-branch, and capsule

protruding a thorn. The only means of penetratmg this

covert of briers was to creep, upon all fours, in the paths

made by the wild hogs. The brambles were so thick and

dark that it would have been nothing to surprise us if the

first intimation of our being in the vicinity of our opponents

had been derived from literally bumping heads with them
in the path.

The maroons crept first, next myself, Danvers followed,

then the remainder of our force indiscriminately. Pro-

ceeding in this way for more than an hour, and for the

distance of between one and two miles, we came suddenly,

our clothes torn, and our flesh bruised, lacerated, and bleed-

ing, to the edge of a deep glen. The principal path,

twenty rods from the outlet, diverged into many sub-paths,

in consequence of the impatience of the swine to go into,

or to break cover—by these the rear of our troops was ena-

bled to make a movement, and take up a position in line

with the front, by a manoeuvre which, 1 dare say, martial-

ists will recogi'isc as a new one in tactics. Fancy twenty-

one men, upon their hands and knees, looking out of a

covert of brambles by as many separate and distinct eyelet-

holes, resembling a party of fashionables at a minor theatre

t3ndeavouring to see without being seen.

The glen was in nowise difterent from those with which

I have already made the reader acquainted. We were upon

the edge of the cliff which looked into it ; and before us

lay the only means of access to or egress from it, a narrow

path, which a hundred resolute men might have defended

against as many thousands. There were tviro negro senti-

nels posted at the outlet, but they were fast asleep, and

we crept silentlv bv them. suffcrin<r them to continue their
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the Liguanean Mountains, which forbids mv attempting

your li^. But for that whispered word, which none heard
but He and I, you would never have hved to hunt me down
amid these wilds.

" I have failed in emancipating my race—nor do I resret

it, for they have shown themselves unworthy of the free-

dom I sought to give them. I have failed, and now
nothing remains for me but to die. Farewell." Three
bounds and he stood before the Briton, who was Just

breathing himself from a hard contest, in which he had
killed Quamina. The Burb was armed with the short

sword of a Cuba chasseur, a singularly-shaped weapon, less

than the length of a dragoon's sword, very thick and
clumsy, flat as an iron bur, and, for about eignteen inches

from the point, ground and kept as sharp as a razor. The
Briton wore the sword common to the naval service.

Superior as the latter undoubtedly was in skill and science,

I had every reason to fear that his dexterity in the use of
his sword would not make up for the strength and vigour

which animated his gigantic opponent.

They addressed themselves to the fight with as much
coolness as men sit down to a game of draughts. Danvers
had not divested himself of any part of his clothing ; the

Barb wore nothing, save trousers, and a turban of check-
ered Indian baflah. But, notwithstanding the quick fence
of the Briton, the strength of his antagonist bade fair to

prevail. Danvers inflicted many wounds—none apparent-
ly mortal ; he received none in return, but he was grow-
ing weaker, while the strength of his opponent remained
undiminished. The blood was spouting from innumerable
gashes in the body of the Barb, when, by a tremendous
blow, he struck the sword of his antagonist twenty feet

from his grasp, and he stood defenceless as a child. I was
in time to prevent the catastrophe—another second, and
the razor-edged weapon of the vindictive African would
!mve been in his heart. Interposing myself between the
armed and the unarmed combatants, I prepared to do bat-

tle in defence of the last, though the issue, even gashed
and wounded as my opponent was, seemed more than
doubtful. For a moment, the wrath that lighted up his

'^ye and wrinkled his brow, promised me sharp wosk.

lUi



my attempting

icti none heard

hunt me down

nor do I regret

by of the free-

iled, and now
well." Three
who was just

which he had
vith the short

id weapon, less

ery thick and
lighteen inchee

a razor. The
naval service.

:ill and science,

•f
in the use of

g;th and vigour

with as much
hts. Danvers
I clothing ; the

ban of check-

lie quick fence

St bade fair to

lone apparent-

he was grow-
lent remained
n innumerable

a tremendous
3t twenty feet

child. I was
r second, and
A.frican would
' between the

red to do bat-

, even gashed
ed more than

lighted up his

larp woric.

HAVEnniLL.
iM9

** It jnu.st not be," said he • •• fh^ nntj, t i.« .1
.nycou„.ry', g„,i, forbid, ;";d„i„^,"„t.. J r^^^^^

man, half fiend and m^hero fS- w H^ '""'""«''

Whiln :
P^'^ '". ^ '""'ediction on the Europeans

pen^r tei fnto";
"' '''^ ^'^" ^oing on, our triors had

iSoes h«d rp? r f""''';""
*^ ^^''^'''' t*»« remnant of thenegroes ha retreated, and now returned to make roix.Hof the horrible sight which niet their eyes at theTentlance

cd th^^'^ r^P'^r^ '^f'
'^' punishLnt of deat^watulthe^r capture, the rebels hud, to a single man commit^d smade by cutting their throats. The^flooT of the e^e"was flooded w,th gore. Of sixty persons who were iiXglen when we entered it, only one escaped

Ihis was Murgarelta Shadwell—verv murh frirrl.fPnpH

"tLtehT'^ -P-entable, but:^C^^^^
whim ti ilintnT

'1 '''? P"''-'""* ^"'•^' ^^«' fr^*" "^erewiiim, look It mto his head to protect her.
Anxious that Danvers should relieve me honounhlv nf

l°fra I ml I K- ",
""""'• '"'"''' '''=™l''« ""'irely anon

P ay itself f„ 'hplh; '" Pf'"" '\ ?'"'"7° P^'^io" '» ^'^

lo^^tols ^arlylu'erori"^""'''*'
'°°'""" ^^'"'" l'-

»artv ^^i!L"1"!"T "<" ''y "'• Shadwell and herPartj. Ihe meeting between the mother and daughter.
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twelve years separated, now in safety, and provided witli

competent protectors, was joyful in the extreme. It was
determined that Mrs. Shadwell, aided by Danvers and

myself, should prosecute a law-proceeding to obtain a di-

vorce from her brutal husband. But, if there was to be

a partial retrocession of the wave of matrimony, it was
rendered plain, before the evening was through, that there

would be " another flood towards another couple coming
to the ark." Margaretta and 1 that evening separated as

lovers, and kissed as friends, while Danvers—but 1 9aw no-

thing—though I have ears.

And now, honourably relieved from an engagement in

which my heart had never been concerned, with the know-
ledge that Danvers's new engagement would leave Mary
perfectly at liberty, ray affections returned to my first and,

1 believe I may say, my only love, with tenfold their for-

mer strength. Heaven only knows how thankful I was
that, without a blot on my honour, or causing a tear to dim
her eye, or, as far as I could see, a sigh to pain her heart,

I had surrendered the beautiful creole into the arms of

another and a more favoured man, and could now, with-

out dishonour, welcome back my early love.

Hitherto I had been rather patient than otherwise, but

now I was all anxiety. I did not sleep an hour that night,

and I was up the next morning before sunrise, to take

measures for our immediate departure. Impatience wat;

the order of the day : Danvers was to receive the hand
of Margaretta as soon as we arrived at Kingston, sund he

was as anxious as myself to reach that haven. Many
were the complaints made by the females of our party at

the haste with which we travelled—all sare Margarttta,

and she was as patient as a lamb.

Before we returned to Kingston we gave Grant his

liberty. He went soon after to Bermuda, and finally to

the Colonies, where he became a steady and moral man,
and died, at a very advanced age, master of a little farm

at Jericho, in the state of Ncwofork.
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sonable limits.
^ "^'""^ *° ^ ^^^^e within rea-

Wdi";',^^^^^^^^^^ in the afternoon,

which was a fair andL?i ^® ^^^'*"®«' a" incident

I had witnessed ^' "^"''""°" *° '^' "oody drama

bec?m'i^g"f^t%n^^^^^^^^^
dominions of >luto to see iH '

^'^ '^"! ^^^'^^^ ^o the
her there. Fim DoisonJnf i r f?"^"

"^^"'^ ^^ awarded
compounds hThaSrougTt'f^mth: E^t' '"h^

'' '}? ^^'^
destruction of others she nPT?^irf

*^^«*; «nd used for the
her own existence bv bhwinl . f I^T^ ^ P"^ '^^ ^nd to

By the death o^MZrto ^T' T?*^ ^ P'«^«^-
upon his widow anrdaui^ftt ?";te^lr'^'*^ ^^^'^^^
Mrs. Danvers on thefS Hnlti ""^ ""'^^^^ '^^canie

" My dear Cap^nuTj^^l^P^TC" ""';?' '" *^^'"-

suffering widow " I havlKri *? ,

''^ ^""""^''^ »"d long-

left usL nthi;oA&Tof„t"f„»2- ffgationa to you. Under God 1 owe mv Kfe »„/ ""';
liberty to you, and this island o^TvritinlTTfT''inasmuch as thev haro ;„„.. j J°" " '""greater debt,

obHgation ?o he^sameeS M ^'"^""^ '^<' '^^-^
Uonfby and wi?h ,radv?ce and Ss^oZr' *««";
daughter, I will discharrr^ in^o ? u ,

."^^ ^'^^n and
heirTafte^ my death and fl^nn^^^

^^ ™''''"^ >'«» j«"'t

provision for myself~to {he nrnfif^"^17^^^^? « «n^«"

the possessions^left me by m^ate Ch'%'
'"^ ''^'"^' ^^

soul God have mercv mL^J husband, upon whose
thanks, which T Dermit ?^

\ords~except they beo, YYuii^H t permit. Because thev nrp tho rv,„j*of communicat ng the beantif..! \^Ta- ^ medium
gratitude.

^ oeautitul and divine sentiment of
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climate and residence, I am taking measures to dispose of

my property in the islands, and to go with you to America.

My daughter and her husband will accompany us. Whe-

ther we go from thence to England will depend on the

opinion Margaretta may form of the people of the coun-

try. Danvers declares himself neutral. Having certain

recollections which would make a residence in the land of

my birth unpleasant, and experiencing no definite sensa-

tion of pleasure at remembering the friends of my j^outh,

nor anxiety that I have been forgotten by them, it is my
wish to spend the remainder of my days in the New
World. Should you marry my niece, there will be an

additional cause why I should become an occidental."

It took only three weeks to settle the concerns of the

late Major Shadwell. His estates were disposed of with-

out any difficulty, for credit is always very plentiful in the

West Indies. " A part down, and the remainder by in-

stalments," secured by mortgages, is the usual mode adopt-

ed there of disposing of real property—it was that oy

which the Shadwell plantations passed into other hands.

I will just remark, that every penny of it was eventually

collected and paid over to us. Every December, as sure

as the month came round, a ship from Kingston, Jamaica,

hauled into the pier at , and unladed, to the care of

Threepence & Astor, our agents, a cargo of sugar, melas-

ses, rum, pimento, coffee, &c. ; and now and then, a mon-

key or paroquet came passenger, with a letter of introduc-

tion to little Mastei This or little Miss That.

There seems no necessity for my detailing the incidents

of a passage attended with no disaster or unusual occur-

rence. The reader, if he pleases, may suppose us, on the

twenty-second day after we left Port Royal Harbour, sit-

ting in a private parlour, at a hotel in the metropolis of

New-England. We have dined, the cloth is being re-

moved, and Madeira, the favourite wine in that countrj',

is circulating like water round a rock that stands in a brisk

tide-way, when, hark ! one—two—three—guns ! cannon J

^* What is that, waiter ?"

" A ship, and firing guns I reckon. A pretty pokerish

piece of business 'tis, and a most tedious consarn that they

should lel'em off, just as Elder Cathcart is expounding the
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^^ ""P""" ""<""

a sh^Tor"jr-'-
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before the bil! swells to the value of the 'first instal-

ment.*
"

After satisfying our landlord's demands, we walked down
to the pier to take a look at the rich merchant-ship. She
had cast anchor, and her boat, with the passengers, was
just putting off from her for the shore.

" She has lady passengers," said my companion.
" Let us walk down to the end of the pier," said I, " and

assist them to land.^'

Why should I ulc circumlocution to make known that

fact which the reader, if he has common sense, must see I

am labouring with. My own sweet Mary was in the boat,

more beautiful than ever, though a little thinner and paler.

And beside her sat her father, even prouder than before

—

his manner ultra-official, and his dignity absolutely in a
family-way. He had been nodded to by three earls, dined
with a marquis, and played billiards with a duke, which I

am sure is enough to turn any man's head. And yet, as

he glanced his eye at the martial insignia which decorated
my—handsome person, 1 could see that it was lit up with
more benignancy than had ever filled it before ; he became
insufferably gracious. I suppose I ought to have told my
readers all about the surprise and alarm manifested by the

dear girl when her lover, supposed dead, made his appear-

ance ; but, in truth, 1 am driving to the end of my narra-

tive in such fine style, that 1 cannot possibly " stop to take

up." She trembled—leaned, 1 think, on me for support,

but lived through the shock, I am sure.

I know not why it was that the judge persisted in walk-

ing up to our lodgings, when the coach employed to carry

Mary had full space for two insides. And I am equally

at a loss to say why he walked me through so many of

the principal streets in going there. Danvers alleged that

his motive was to show off Wolfe's aide-de-camp, a soldier

six feet high, as an acquaintance. It certainly was not diS'

reputable to be seen walking with me.
I had prepared him to meet his sister, but not his niece—^that I left to one freer to discuss certain matters which

the mention of her must introduce. When the parties

had in some measure recovered from the delirium ot joy

which followed their meeting, Mrs. Shadwell drew her

i
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fondly beloved home after a long absence will reco^loct

that they have done all this,—we were at least an hour in

ffoing from the mansion to the hamlet.

As we approached the cabin we saw my father sitting

bareheaded upon the green turf before the door, smoking

his pipe : as the wind blew his long gray locks about his

head, he looked truly patriarchal. As he rose to meet U8»

it did not escape my observation that he was dressed in a

new suit of gray cloth, of a better texture than I had ever

seen worn by a man in the hamlet, that his beard was

short, and his shoes new and shining, that even his cane

had undergone a metamorphosis from an unhcked white-

oak sapling to a varnished staff, handsome enough to prop

up the limbs of a man of condition. But it was evident

that though there had been a change in his apparel there

had been none in his heart. He was still overflowing

with simplicity, goodness, and rational piety,—a man

living in a world of sin almost without sin, and OKsenting

the best picture of the "just man made perf^T that I

have ever seen in my pilgrimage.

" My dear son," said he, tears coursing each other down

liis farrowed cheeks, " blessed be God, we have met

again. And who is this ? That beautiful creature Mary

Danvers, as sure as I live. Look, see, my son, why I'll be

Iianged if she is not kissing your poor father
!"

«I should not be surprised if she was to kiss poor

father's son or father's poor son before the month is out,"

said I. . .

*• Ah, you are a wild—good boy, and always was. And

yet she is blushing, I declare ; but I am old, and can't read

Its meaning. Go in, my children, and may God blessyou.

But vou have brought no news of your poor sister," and

he fairly burst out laughing. " Sorrow has crazed his

brain," said 1, mentally, ^' his troubles have been too much

for him. Alas ! my father."

We followed him into the house, and there too the same

change was visible. The room had' been newly painted,

the windows hung with new curtains, the old chest oj

drawers replaced by a j;ew bureau, but the alterations had

been magnificent. " Don't you think matters have been

vastly bettered wita me?" demanded my father, with a

4
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He passed into the kitohon, and continued there for ncouple of minutes, during which there was much tittcrnffand laughing Presently he returned, leading by the hSa lady elegantly dressed and closely yeWed. She rer^aS
.

standmg a moment, and then throwing back her vdf and
I bursting into tears, rushed into my arms It was mvdear, my long lost sister. Immediately andeg^^^^^^^man, wearing the uniform of a post-captain inihebSnavy, came in and watched, with much apparent inierest

tS'^r''-^ ^' ^'^ ^--"- bTotheT^ni'

"My husband Captain Munday," said my sister disen

&re?hi!ir^'
^-" -y --«; "-y hrJiUefX^Z

We embraced with as much cordiality as could beexpected, considering what my suspicions were Andnow my sister Dexter and he? thrifty husbrnd prewedforward to put in their chums to my notice ; wLrwUha consciousness of inferiority the advocates firX natu^lnequahty of men proclaim innate, they had deferred tmhe laced gentry had done with their salutations. TTmothyhad thrown aside the quuker garb he wore when Tlasfsaw him, and with it his quaker principles,~the moonwas now m the orthodox quarter. He had been foTth^
last month one of the most flaming churchme^ that everprofessed belief in the thirty-nine articles The c^^^^^^^^^^
?|is extraordinary fervour was not discovered for aW
;rne. It came to lig/^t, however; the agentLShouses was a zealous Episcopalian, and, throuo-Ii Ujnnrr
subtle brother-in-law hoped'to obtain and actuX'di^
obtain, the contract for supplying the lamp-oil and wickyarn wanted for their use.

' B? composed, my1^Dexter
;

I won't let them laugh at thee. The man who.ke thee, raises himself from ten degrees below nothinTtohe possession of a fortune of fifty Thousand pounder^o^much did he eventually obtain,i-must be no ordinary

bledTmr?nti!!'r\^ ^'PP^'.' ^''^"P *^^^" t^^^t "«^v assem-bled m my father s house. It is true that no less than five')0*

m
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of those, who fourteen months before met there in joy and
gladness, slept in death ; but it is the nature of man, by the
special appointment of a kind and merciful God, that he
should find refuge from past sorrows in present joys, and
solace himself for bereavements in the blessings that

remain. The grief that cannot be comforted does not
deserve to be comforted ; the affliction that time and the

application of the stimulants and correctives of favourable

events an4,jiew connexions cannot remove, is a disease »s

much as the scrofula, a morbid feeling as much as indi«

gestion.

My sister's first care, after her return, had becH to send
her father an arm-chair, and in this suitable appendage to

honourable old age he now reclined, with an attempt at

dignity which certainly was a little misplaced. Pained by
the gravity and distamie which marked my deportment
towards my brother-in-law, who, as yet, stood in ill savour
for his supposed wrong to our family, the affectionate wife

took an early opportunity to draw mc aside, and put mat-
ters to rights as far as a narrative, in which he stood—not

blameless, but not so vevy culpable as I had believed him

—

could do it. His aim was indeed to ruin her ; he pre-

vailed upon her to leave home on the strength of a prom-
ise to marry her at Boston, and when there, made her the

usual infamous proposals in lien of marriage. She had
strength of principle enough to fly and conceal hersell

from him, and he art enough to find out her place of con-

cealment, and sufficient honour left, and attachment strong

enough, to make a full rtjparatjon. He placed her at

school, and with tlie promise that she should not make her-

self known to her family till he led her there a bride, he

left her to resume his place if his ship. He had been but

twenty days returned from his cruise when I arrived ; tho

third day after his anival he made good his promise. The
fourth saw Michael placed at a school in the metropolis,

preparatory to his entering the navy. It was never known
who the female was over whom I had placed the mis-

leading epitaph at Kingston.

Just one week after, Mary and I were married. Dan-
vers, Munday, and myself, with our partners, continues!

to reside at the judge's for three months. At the end of

^r^^y. , .«MM^;.«
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that time it became necessary to fix our future destination
elsewhere, as some of the pleasing plagues and troublesome
comforts of matrimony, it was foretold, would present
themselves in less than a thousand years. It may be
remembered that it became—by the ante-nuptial contract
of her husband, afterward subscribed to by all the family—
the province of Mrs. Daiivers, late Margaretta Shadwell,
to fix the future place of residence of the family. She
was called into the drawing-room, where we were all
assembled, and the question was gravely put, whether
" she liked America well enough to remain and end her
days in it ?"

*' I will reply," said she, " in a parody of the words of
Touchstone, in ' As you Like It.' ' Truly, in respect of
Itself, America is a good country, but in respect of the
people it IS naught. In respect that it is solitary, I like it
very well

; but in respect that it is private, it is a very vile
country. In respect that it is in the fields, it pleaseth me
well

;
but in respect that it is not in the court, it is tedious.

And It goes against my stomach that mirth, merriment,
and smiling faces are not more plenty in it. In respect
that the women are modest and the men moral, I like it

very much
; but in respect that the women are over-pre-

cise and the men over-formal, it is bad. I like its religious
spirit, but I dislike its bigotry and intolerance ; and I like
its warm summers, but dislike its cold winters ;—in one
word, it is the country my husband and moth(;r prefer,
the country our friends prefer,—and it is, therefore, that
which I name as mine.'

"

One week after, we set out for the state of New^York,
with the view of establishing ourselves in some pari of the
interior of it. We found a tract of land which suited us ex-
actly. Every body knows the great valley in Goshen, just
beyond Babylon, bounded on the south by the Little Big-
Muddy, on the west by Cainillus,on the north by DobojS
creek, and on the east by Sempronius ; and upon which the
towns of Syracuse, Utica, and Carthage,—Tarry-town,
Singsing and Gerundigut, have since sprung up and flour-
ished. We bought that identical valley, and the speculation,
like all undertaken in the wild lands of that fertile and since
populous region, trebled our wealth. Each of us, the

01
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judge, for wliom Mrs. Shadwell became linnsekeoncr.
Dunvers, Munday. and riiyseJf, built u /ine dwellu.g.house
in the first style ot Aincriciin architecture, exactly snu. re
y .

li four rooms on ll.e basement thmr, and with four chum'
'^''\

u ? •
^^

"^*''
Vr'^^^

clumney jr, the middle, and a fine
porch behmd .t. We placed them like the four castles on
a chess-board, and, to preserve the figure and symmetry of
parts, we bu.lt a nice little church, with a cellir under it
lor the use of the county court, on the king's pawn's second

And here we lived as hi.ppy as a litter .)f brown kittensm a basket ot wool—a most sublime and happy figure.Except the annual visit to town, to settle with 'Hireepence& Astor about the sugars, and bring home the monkeysand paroquets, neither Danvers or 1 was absent a week m
the year, and Munday was as much a fixture of Goshen-
valley as the church.

In the war of the Colonies for independence, I was a

l^H fi"^ 'f
^\/«d

i>f
«t'>wed many a curse upon mygood old master. King George, and hard knocks upon his

troops. Before its close 1 rose to be a general officer.Munday was a ory m prmciplc. but remained quiet. The
judge died just before the Revolution broke out. Danvers
joined the "rebels," commanded a ship throughout the war.and thrice fought her with determined bravery.My father lived with me all the remaining days of his
natural hfe, and died m my arms at the age of ninety-seven
years. Michael entered the British navy in June, 1762and never returned to America. Aided by another valiant'

h5m«°pirr'"^
!."'''' ?''??' ^^ Particularly distinguished

himself by mvadmg the Magdalen islands (in the Gulf ofM. J^awrence), and subjugating them to the rule of Bri-am. He married an English lady of rank, beauty, and
fortune, was created a baronet, and invested with theGrand Cro^s of the Bath, and died, in 18:^0, at his seat,
Pormouse-Hall near Wimbledon, leaving a manuscript
history of his adventures, which-" we hear is likely tomake some noise in the world."
John Temple gave up the estate of Bargholdt without a

struggle, and fled to an obscure hamlet^ in Normandy^
where he died miserably. Jack Reeve did rather-not

-im^i
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nuch better, he died drunk ; and the old fiddler and cha-
rioteer, Cesar, is living yet ; there is some doubt whether
he will ever die, he is almost two hundred now. His own
opinion is that he is immortal.

" Did any thing ever happen in your family ?" demanded
Miss Katy Caterwaul.

" Oh, a thousand accidents, madam. My wife's favourite
;abby upset a quart of lamp-oil upon that sacred relic, hei
ivedding gown, and there was a row ; and afterward, in a
)ioody war waged by the same tortoise-shelled viroga
igamst the mice in the china-closet, there was a bcautiUiI
lervice of Sevres eleven pieces the worse for the broil,
nd you know what happens in the home-department
vhen despatches are received of damage done to
rockery."

" But, general, I mean were your wives—exemplary."
"Remarkably so, madam; I don't believe my wife

missed prayers five times in twenty years ;—and, for going
to church, she often went when it rained so hard that the
ceese and ducks refused to venture out unless thev were
[furnished with umbrellas."

^
" Pshaw ! why the man is a simpleton ; I mean, sir, were

lyour respective ladies ever- -put to bed ?"

" Put to bed I Bless your young face. Miss Katy, yes,
very night, as sure as it came round."
" Grant me patience," exclaimed the antiquated damsel,

r or I shall go mad ! Had your wives any children 1"

" Children ! ay, now you have spoken. Yes, madam, we
had children, and they came so fast that we did not know

|what to make of it. To-day my wife—to-morrow yours

I
—the third day his—and the next year, perhaps, the terms
iwere converted. But, at the twelfth—what do you call it ?

I
—I obtained a decided advantage, mine was a great
boun^ ing boy, able to say his letters, and theirs were no-
.thin^ but girls."

i " 'Tis time to quit now, I think ;" said Danvers to Mun-
|day.

/

f
Gentles ! whaj will the critics say of my book ?

tell you.
^ I will

..jSl..
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"It lacks wit and satire," says the Hididdlediddle (Flitch,
of Bacon Lane, prints two hundred and twenty-two)!
" There is not," says lie, « that nil-grasping profundity of
intellectual giftedness wliich compulsatively filches a good
opinion from us beff)re the discursive, or ratiocinate faculty
called reason accords its assent. The plainness of the
style will operate as a determent to people who possess an
intellectual gusto for the perceptions of elegant minds

;

the incidents arc too likely to have happened to please
those who know that the highest efforts of divine genius
belong to the purely inventive powers. But he will do
belter m hu next nwk, we dare satj, and then we shall be
pleased to say in his fuvour that which, in our honest and
conscientious belief of the imperative importance ofopera-
tive rectitude in the munagement of a literary supervisor-
ship, we cannot say of this b()ok."--Booh I

" Time wae
when the brains wore out," &c.

" It lacks learning," says the Edentatus--(circulates all
through the Minories, St. Giles's, Barbican, Monmouth-
street, Shoredifch, Houndsditch, and, from a natural pro-
pensity to dirt, tlirouirh all the ditches in the kingdom :—
Mrs. Humphries, at Stoke Pogis, takes two copies.)—" It
lacks learning. Here we find no apt allusions to the an-
cient demigods, heroes, and writers ; the author does not
appear to know tliat there were such names as Mephos-
tophiles, and Titian, and Priscian, in the ancient mythology,
and Scaligcr, and Pontoppidan, and Fabian, among the
venerable classics of Greece and Rome. His geographi-
cal knowledge appears to be singularly and strangely defec-
tive m palpability. What must be thought of a writer
speaking (Vol. II. page 106) of the 'horse latitudes' being
from 28 to 25 degrees south, when the simplest child about
town knows that horses have been found as far north as
69, and as far south as 71, and that horses of the gender i

known as sea-'orses, have been broke to the bit as fiir
]

south as 102, 28—that is, if Psalmanazar may be credited ?

The author evidently is no scholard. \

" It is not a remarkably fine performance," says the
Colossean Animalcule, (motto 'what a noise we make V—
Fly on the V\ leel,) price three farthings, and d d deai
too. " The incidents are outre, and the language jejum

^-tT^***'
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