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November
Twenty-seventh

1922.

I>r. J. 0. Fields,
!\Oyal Canadian Institute*, 
Toronto, Ont.

Dear Dr. Fields:- ETiEs’-Ja.or the Provincial Legislature.

+ ^ v oan Sive me no definite1 t°vma**"0T1 • fully expect the 
end before Christmas. session to

Yours faithfully,

Principal's Secretary.
__
__
_
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Chairman of Dept, of Mathematics

McGrILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL.

Faculty os’ Applied Science. 
Department op Mathematics

D. A. MURRAY, PROrunH 

C- T- SULLIVAN, Associate Proiessor

April 24th. 1924.

Col. Wilfred Bovey,
Principal’s Office,

McGill University.

Dear Colonel Bovey,

In reply to your note of April 

9th, asking my advice about delegates to represent 

McGill University at the International Mathematical 

Congress to be held in Toronto, August llth-16th next, 

following and concurrent with the meeting there of the 

British Association for the Advancement of Science

August 6th-13th. \ I beg to recommend the following 

members of our mathematical staff to be chosen as the

representatives of McGill:-

Dr. C. T. Sullivan
Assoc. Professor A.E. S. Gillson.

I would suggest that an allowance of 

sixty dollars f$60.00) be made to each of these gentle­

men to cover his transportation and expenses of attendance 

at the Congress.

Yours sincerely,

.

gj
:
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Honorary President:
HIS EXCELLENCY, THE LORD BYNG OF VIMY. 

Governor General of Canada.
President. PROFESSOR J. C. FIELDS. Ph.D., F.R.S.
1st Vice-President. PROFESSOR J. J. R. MACLEOD. M.B., D.P.H. 
2nd Vice-President. ARTHUR HEWITT, Esq.
Treasurer. Mr. W. B. TINDALL 
Secretary, Dr. J. W. MacARTHUR

THE ROYAL 
CANADIAN INSTITUTE

Editor. PROFESSOR J. H. FAULL, Ph.D. 
Librarian. PROFESSOR A. G. HUNTSMAN, M B. 
Curator. Mr. H. JEWELL

198 COLLEGE STREET

3? TORONTOidO

F
D

A.

15th July 1923

General Sir Arthur Currie, G. C.M. G. 
Principal, McGill University 
Montreal, P. Q.

My dear General Gurrie:

A week ago to-day l left Mon­
treal, returning to Toronto Dy way of Ottawa. It 
was impossible for me to absent myself longer as 
certain business connected with the 1924 meeting of 
the B. A. A. S. was not being attended to. I under­
stood that there was to be a meeting of the Quebec 
Cabinet on Thursday, July 12th and, if I remember 
rightly, informed you to that effect.

Before leaving 1 saw Monsieur 
Montpetit who was expecting to go out of town. He 
was to make arrangements to have me informed by tele­
graph of the action taken by the Cabinet, and he was 
also arranging to have Monseigneur piette get into 
touch with yourself, l have neard nothing. If the 
Cabinet nas decided unfavourably, one is, of course, 
at liberty to go ahead and orient the Congress in any 
way ne will. If the Cabinet has taken no action what­
ever, I presume tnat one is justified in regarding 
himself as equally free. If the Cabinet has actually 
taken favourable action, we are, I suppose, under obli­
gation to make arrangements for the meeting in Montreal.

.because of the sequence of events, 
I shall not be greatly disappointed if the Montreal pro­
ject falls through. In view of the probable outcome,
I have provided myself witn authority to invite the 
Congress to meet in Toronto but am holding the matter 
open until I know precisely what the status of affairs 
is in Montreal and in order to be sure that I do the 
fair and square thing by everybody.

■

If
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I shall funk no-

■
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General Sir Arthur Currie, Q-.C.M. G. 2

If in any way it would chance to be help-thing.
ful for me to run down to Montreal, I shall do so.
I intend in any case to visit "Europe this summer 
on benalf of the Congress. In the meantime, I have 
to make a rush trip to the United States to secure 
lecturers for The Royal Canadian Institute for next 
winter. Mail addressed to The Royal Canadian In­
stitute will be forwarded to me.

Trusting that this Congress business 
has not worried you too much, and harbouring a secret 
hope tnat there will be no occasion to trouble you 
further with it.

Yours sincerely

J.C. I-vilIAa

iiB.-i

IIa

: •Bmm«M ISBl■81g18m



McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

The Macdonald Physics building

June
20th
1923.

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur,-

The original ÿlans of Dr. J. C. Fields 
with regard to the holding of the International 
Mathematical Congress for 1924 in Canada contem­
plated the financing of the scheme Toy the Dominion 
Government and the Provincial Governments, 
hoped that the Dominion Government would provide 
$35,000; the Ontario Government perhaps $10,000 if 
the Congress agreed, after the meeting at Montreal, 
to have a joint session or sessions with the British 
Association at Toronto; the Quebec Government $35,000; 
and the Western Provinces were to finance a trans­
continental trip to the extent of $40,000. The Dom­
inion Government has, I am assured by Dr. Fields and 
Dr. Eve, agreed to furnish $25,000; there is no hope 
of the Ontario Government doing anything if the Con­
gress is held here; The Quebec Government is opposed 
to giving any provincial support; and I have little 
expectation that the Western Provinces will do any­
thing.

It was

To make the Congress a success and to jus­
tify its being called International, there should be 
a delegation from Europe of at least forty or fifty 
mathematicians of front rank.
France would almost certainly and those of Czecho­
slovakia and Japan might probably send a few paid 
official representatives ; possibly some other Govern­
ments might fall into line, 
finite assurance. 
to the invitation of a certain number of men in allied 
branches, such as Engineering, Physics, Actuarial work, 
etc. It was with the hope of winning the support of 
the Quebec Government that Dr. Fields enlarged the 
scope of the Congress to such an extent that he now 
hopes for an attendance of 15Q0* 
ber that he mentioned at the conference with the

The Government of

Of this we have no de- 
Dr. Fields is now committed also

This was the num-

Si

■'



Premier. Lions. Taschereau received the modified 
proposition in a most critical fashion, and my feel­
ing was that such of the representatives of the 
Université de Montreal, as cared to attend the meet­
ing, were absolutely lukewarm. Some of the most 
representative men among the French Canadians who 
were to have been present failed to put in an apr 

- e.g. the Rector of the Université de Montr 
the Professor of Physics (Mons. Gendreau), whose 
opinions are supposed to have much weight’with the 
Premier, another delegate (whose name has slipped my 
memory) who was expected to pledge the 
twelve Catholic Colleges, etc.

an ce

support of

My advice is that the University should not undertake the responsibility unless it has $50,000, at 
the very least, placed at its disposal.

-i-he chief items of expense would be 
(1) Subventions to thirty 

maticians from Europe. 
al scale.

or more mathe- 
These should be on a liber-

If McGill University is prepared to make 
itself financially responsible for the running of 
the scheme, the Mathematical Department would of 
course do everything in its power to make the thing 
a success• It is the opinion of every member of 
tne Department that someone would have' to be called 
in with full executive responsibility for all details 
with regard to arrangements and correspondence. 
should have an office and a stenographer. He

The enlarged scheme, if adhered to, will 
mean an enlarged deputation from Europe, and could 
only be feasible if backed by the enthusiastic sup­
port, both in the region of finance and Organization 
by bodies of Engineers, Physicists, Aeronauts, Met­
eorologists, Actuaries, etc. Dr. Fields has not 
produced any evidence that any such support would 
be forthcoming. On the contrary, I understand that 
the council of the Engineering Institute of Canada 
has decided not to participate.

To - Sir Arthur Currie, June 3rd, 1933.
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element in thiP1^a+f nof;0 that time is an essential
fund? arï *1* ^^ît6r and that unless sufficient-onth Eîrî??initely assured before the end of this
the~s heme111 University should entirely withdraw from

If my anticipation that McGill Univer-
î° fun responsibilityadvise that Dr. Fields be informed 

m our opinion the Congress held here.
of-

if held,

3 -

To - Sir Arthur Currie, June 3rd, 1923.

altogether out of the question for my colleagues or myself to undertake the task of handling 6 
this magnitude. an affair of

Yours very sincerely,

JiJ .

I . .
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Honorary President:
HIS EXCELLENCY, THE LORD BYNG OF VIMY, 

Governor General of Canada.
President. PROFESSOR J. C. FIELDS. Ph.D., F.R.S.
1st Vice-President. PROFESSOR J. J. R. MACLEOD. M.B., D.P.H. 
2nd Vice-President. ARTHUR HEWITT, Esq.
Treasurer. Mr. W. B. TINDALL 
Secretary, Dr. J. W. MacARTHUR

THE ROYAL 
CANADIAN INSTITUTE

/

Editor. PROFESSOR J. H. FAULL. Ph.D. 
Librarian. PROFESSOR A. G. HUNTSMAN, M.B. 
Curator, Mr. H. JEWELL

198 COLLEGE STREET

TORONTOLdo h~-<
& A.

31st March 1923

General Sir Arthur Currie, G. C. M. G. 
Principal, McGill University 
Montreal, P. Q.

My dear General Currie:

The University of Montreal long- 
distanced Sir Charles Pitzpatrick yesterday with re­
gard to a date for the deputation. He said that he 
would "be unable to fix a date until after Monday next. 
The University of Montreal will long-distance him again 
next Tuesday, and will notify us as to what arrangements 
have been made.

Yours sincerely

_
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Toronto, June 13, 1922.

To

The Right Honourable W. L. Mackenzie ICin-,

Prime Minister of Canada,

Ottawa, Ontario.

P.C C.M.G., L.L.D• > • >

a.:

Dear Mr. King:

This letter is intended to serve as a memo-£

randum of the conversation which X had with you in Ottawa 

over three weeks ago when I spoke to you about the proposal 

to hold a meeting of the International Mathematical Congress 

in Canada in 1924. Before the war the Congress met once in 

four years, the meeting taking place in one of the great 

scientific centres of Europe. Among other places it has 

met in Paris, Rome and Cambridge. It has not as yet met In 

America.

Two years ago the Americans extended an in­

vitation to the Congress to meet on this side of the Atlantic 

in 1924. This invitation was accepted. The meeting place 

was not specified but it was, of course, expected by both 

European and American scientists that it would be one of the 

groat University centres in the United States.

It came then as a great surprise to me when it

was suggested that it might be possible to arrange for the 

Con -ress to meet in Canada. This suggestioh, I might say, 

had Its origin on the other side of the line, and is to be

attributed to the very exceptional success which attended 

the meeting of the American Association for the Advancement 

of science held In Toronto last December.

Americans, however, acquiesce in the idea; some of them are
Not all the

strongly
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To
The Right Honourable W.L.Mackenzle K1q-> P • C * C • M • 6 I>»L«D •* >

ou- ongly of ulie opinion that the first American meeting 
Congress should be held in the United States. 

Philadelphia has asked that the

of the 
Hew 'fork wants

it. meeting be postponed
until 1926 and that it then be held in conjunction with the 
World’s Exposition which is to celebrate the Fiftieth Anni- 

We Canadians, however,

The holding of this

versary following the Centennial, 
have the Congress if we can finance it. 
Congress in Canada would 
to the country.

can

a great intellectual stimulus 
It would enormously enhance the

mean

prestige of
Canada in the eyes of intellectual Europe. Delegations might
be expected from the several allied countries and from the
ne titrai European countries. Naturally the principal 
tinental delegation would come from France.

con-
If we were in

a position to properly finance the delegations from 
entai Europe it is practically certain that the French 
delegation would be the most distinguished in attendance at 
the Congress, for while France attaches 

Intellectual achievements of all kinds 
always taken a particularly high rank in the 

Opportunity should be offered 
citizens to welcome the distinguished visitors 
olood and language in Quebec City and again in Montreal in 
conjunction with their English speaking brethem. 
two languages and one country would find ourselves on common 

ground in welcoming our guests from overseas and the occasion 
would afford a concrete example of the entente cordiale which, 
for the time being, would be extended to include also 

newly arrived guests »

contin­

great prestige to 
she lias herself

Mathematical
Sciences. our French-Canadian fellow-

of their own

We of the

our

From all points of view it would be a great pity 
to let the opportunities offered by the Congress pass because 
of the lack of funds* Considerable money, I understand, has

on
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L.L.D •The Right Honourable W.L. Mackenzie Klng,P.C» C«M.G * >

on occasion been spent and justifiably spent by the Canadian 
Government on a single delegation to a conference in a foreign 
country. In the present case a dozen delegations from as 
many different countries would get a concrete vision of 
Canada which they could not otherwise obtain. They would see 
Canadians as a nation at home in their natural setting and 
not be dependent for their ideas of Canada on a passing con­
tact with a small group of Canadians seen abroad. We do not 

need to be ashamed of our country.
The deductions, too, at first hand of such a 

body of men, carried back to their native countries would do 
more to make the advantages of our country known to those 
whom we would wish to have attracted to it and to give us 
prestige in the eyes of those whom we would wish to think 
well of us than any other form of advertisement which dould 

be devised for the same outlay.

It can stand scrutiny at

first hand.

The amount which I would suggest as a minimum grant
The money would notfrom the Dominion Government is $30*000.

Hone of it would be suent on enter- 
Tho major expenditures would be for transportation 

It is estimated that the printing of the more

be needed until 1924.

ta inmen t.
and printing.
important papers presented at the Congress will require 010,000.
Members of the Cabinet will themselves have some idea as to how
far $20,000 would go in transportation alone when there is 
question of crossing'the Atlantic, and when we would wish to 
have the majority of the European countries represented, each 

of its most distinguished men in the Mathematical 
The men in question are as a rule in receipt of 

Some of them are In straitened circum-
Few of them could afford to

by a group 
Sciences.
moderate salaries, 
stances as a result of the war. 
defray the expenses of the journey to Toronto without the

aid of a subvention.
Canadians
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The Right Honourable W.L.Mackenzie King, P.C, C.M.G L.L «D •• >

Canadians and Americans in attendance at the Congress 
would receive no subvention. The same would be the case 
with the Japanese who would probably send a delegation. 

Transportation expenses would be provided only for those 
coming from the other side of the Atlantic.

The grant from the Dominion Government for trans­
portation and printing would have to be reinforced by con­
tributions for the same purposes derived from other sources. 
Entertainment would have to be financed locally and special 
provision would have to be made for office help and other 
expenses incidental to the holding of the Congress.

The British representatives to the Mathematical 
Congress we would expect to come out with the British 

Association for the Advancement of Science which, as you 
are aware, is to meet in Toronto in the summer of 1924.
The Congress would co-operate with the British Association 
and hold its meetings coincidently with those of the latter 
or immediately before or after.

As Soon as I am assured of the financial possibility 
of holding the Congress in Canada it is my intention to cross 
the Atlantic and confer with British and Continental Scientists

in regard to ways and means of making the meeting a success.
The University of Toronto will, of course, co-operate 

with the Congress and provide the halls in which these meet-

It is our desire, particularly underings will be held. 
present financial conditions, to manage the whole affair as 
economically as possible, and in view of the magnitude of the 
undertaking it is evident that we are skimping matters in

not asking for a larger grant.
Looking
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Looking to the internal benefits which would accrue to 
Canada from the holding of the Congress in our midst and in 
view of the external prestige which vrould be associated with 
it, vïg trust that the Dominion Government will see its way 
to extending the requisite financial assistance.

The President of the University of Toronto wishes to 
be associated with me in making the request contained in this 
letter and I am sure that Canadian Scientists and University 
men in general, as well as other classes of our c.ountrymen, 
would be only too glad to see all necessary steps taken to 
secure the Congress for Canada.

Yours sincerely,
J.C. Fields.
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Quebec Seminary,ICth April,1923.

Lieut-Gen.Sir Arthur Currie,K.C.M.G. 
Principal,

Lie G ill University, 
Montreal.

Pear Mr the Principal;

xi^e honourable Mr Taschereau will receive the 
delegation on behalf of the International Mathematical 
Thursday,I9th April.

Congress on

V

;
Yours truly. X
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-.ector ot Laval University.
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January 13, 1923.

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal, McGill University, 
MONTREAL, Quebec.

• t

Mÿ dear General Ourdie:

Enclosed you will find copy
I have gasC receivedof letter to Monsèigneur Gauthier, 

a letter from Mr. David in which he acknowledges receipt 
of a letter and statement from myself, 
he will have a talk with the Premier and afterwards 
communicate with me. 
nor the other.

He says that

He commit* himself neither one way
.

Yours sincerely,

)

IEém

::



____________________________

Copy for Sir Arthur Currie

January 13, 19B3.

Monseigneur Gauthier,
Sector of the University of Montreal,M 0 ÏÏ Î .1 E A L, Quebec.

Dear Monseigneur Gauthier:

This note is written to
correct a misapprehension in regard to'the financing 
of the International Mathematical Congress. 
been informed that you received"th© impression that 
the plan for "financing the Congress contemplated 
tributious f~om the University of Montreal'and McGill 
University. nothing was further fTon my mind and I 
am sorry if any lack of clearness in my explanation “ 
of what was proposed should have been responsible for 
this mi sunder standing. It was not my intention to
suggest the contribution of a single dollar to the 
expenses of the Congress either by the University of 
Montreal or by McGill University. ?he total ex­
penditure contemplated from within the Province of 
Quebec was 335,000 this all to be furnished by the 
Government of the Province. Additional funds would 
be provided by the Dominion Government.

I have

con-

I would be glad to cl ear" up
any point in connection with"the plan for the Congress 
which may appear to be obscure.

Yours sincerely.

(Sgd.) J.C.Fields.
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LCMARTLe-- January IB, 1923.

General Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B 
McGill University, 
MONTREAL,

• *

Quebec.

My dear General Currie:

Your letter of January 10th has 
Its contents are of course very 

Neither in conversation with Monseigneur
just "been received.
disappointing. ^
Gauthier nor in writing him was any suggestion made of 
a contribution to the Congress on the part of McGill

It wasUniversity or the University of Montreal, 
solely a question of a contribution by the Government 
of the Province of Quebec. In no connection whatever 
was a sum of $12,500 mentioned.

To what Monseigneur Gauthier's mis-
I spoke with him inunderstanding is due I do not see.

English and it is possible that I assumed too complete 
an understanding of that language on his part with the 
result that he misinterpreted something that I said, 
may perhaps have somehow got mixed on the figures in my 
typewritten financial statement and have drawn wrong 
inferences. The total sum asked from within the Province 
of Quebec was in each case £>35,000, the wbole of this 
amount to come from the Government of the Province. In. 
regard to the Dominion Government it is definitely committed 
tn writing to a grant of £>20,000. This was all that I 
requested at the time. The request in my letter to the 
Premier reads "The amount which I would suggest as a 
minimum grant from the Dominion Government is 320,000".
This sum was granted one might say with a smile. Probably 
it would be advisable for us to go ahead and ask the 
Dominion Government to raise its grant to $35,000 that 
being the amount which is to be appropriated for the B.A.A.S.

He

I have not written the Premier since my 
It is my intention, however, to weereturn from Europe, 

him shortly or to write him and inform him of the favorable



2
(continued)General Sir Arthur Currie « K.C.B • »

prospects f^om the European end.

Your letter "being personal I do not know 
whether I should write Monseigneur Gauthier in 
gard to the misunderstanding? Possibly you could 
inform him in regard to your understanding of the 
matter as confirmed by this letter?

re-

Yours sincerely,

^ 5 . J U>'dL4 cLv

et
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1 ïai-<ed with Monseigneur Gauthier
Congress being held in Montreal next year.
tlie bishop would not lend his support to the proposal inHon T* nHe<!1S° t0ld me that ia conversation wiîh the
intimation^'VS l?tter had coim^ed to the Bichop theiîild 21* liii Government of the Province of Quebec uid not look upon the proposal favourably.

in Montreal) 
ro the Mathematical

1 found that

Youra faithfully,

3^."ÆSTalsothe Congress. 1 had not heard
told me that he under— of Montreal and McGill 

each towards the 
of that before.

were
expenses of

sbhoIwh*» * ” îfnov" t^at this news will be very dis-
0f th« rT f 0 ^ou* ^ut - feel that without the support 
- - 60 tung MMM of,Mo”‘«al there te absolutely no hope

Dominion Government II!?,, ! ,the Way 0f a grant ** the 
gathered that youwere COnsiderably. I have always
the extent of their support!^ JU8t What W°Uld be

of

your letter of January 6th with°Memoïand^attached? °f

My dear Professor Fieldsi-

Dr. J. 0. Fields, 
198 College Street, 
Toronto, Ont,

January-
Tenth
1923.

v
■

Principal.
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January 6, 1923.

General Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B 
McGill University, 
MONTREAL,

• 9

Quebec.

My dear General:

of a letter and statement Swith°reSrd to'the ° Inter­
nat ional Mathematical Congress which I sent to the 
nonouraole Mr. Taschereau. They contain pretty much 
what was contained in the memorandum which I enclosed 
w th my letoer to you. dated December 2nd. They may 
however supplement in some measure that memorandum.

+H. - , , „ a Wednesday, January 10th, as I 
think I imormed you, was the date mentioned by the 
Honourable Mr. Taschereau for the meeting of his 
Cabinet when he said he would bring up the question 
of an appropriation for the Congress.

Hoping that he and his colleagues 
may have the vision to see what the Congress may mean 
for Canada and Quebec and that things may turn out 
according to our desires,8

■ Yours sincerely,?y
S.'rv; j.c.g^vUA»
Mi

Enclosures.

I

y ■
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COPY December 23, 1922.

The Honourable L.A.Taschereau, 
P-^lme Minister of Quebec, 
QUEBEC, Quebec.

Dea-v* Ur. Taschereau:
It is proposed that the International Mathematical

Congress- meet in Canada in 1924.
Before the war this Congress held its meetings 

once in four years, the meeting places being the more important university 
and culture centres in Europe such as Borne, Paris, Cambridge. It has 
never met in America. Two years ago the Americans invited it to hold 
its meeting in 1924 on this side of the Atlantic. The precise place 
of meeting was not specified but it was understood that it would be in 
Hew York or vicinity.

After the meeting of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science in Toronto last December the Chairman of the 
American Committee having the matter in charge wrote me suggesting the 
possibility of the Congress meeting in Canada in the case we were in a 
position to handle it. I had an interview with the Honourable W.L. 
Mackenzie King in regard to the matter and saw a number of the members 
of his Cabinet including a considerable proportion of the French 
Canadian members. They were all favourably impressed with the possi­
bilities of the Congress and the Government has promised financial 
support. During the past summer I visited Europe with a view to see­
ing what the prospects were for a successful meeting in Canada. I saw 
a number of the British and Continental mathematicians who promised 
their support and everything looks most propitious from the European 
end. All that is necessary to make a success of the Congress is 
sufficient funds.

The holding of this Congress in Canada would mean a great intellectual stimulus to the country. It would enormously 
enhance the prestige of Canada in the eyes of intellectual Europe. 
Delegations might be expected from the several allied countries and

neu-tral European countries. naturally the principal contin­
ental delegation would come from France. If we were in a position to 
properly finance the delegations from continental Europe it is practically 
certain that the French delegation would be the most distinguished in 
attendance at the Congress, for while France attaches great prestige to 
intellectual achievements of all kinds she has herself always taken a 
particularly nigh rank in the Mathematical Sciences. Under the circum- 
suances the French Canadians should play a prominent role in connection 
v/itn tne Congress and ways and means to that end should be discussed.

f-tx3° a, fPlend-i(3- opportunity for cooperation between the French 
and English speaking Canadians.

T*ie 0nl7 centres in Canada which could consideration as possible meeting places for the come under 
Congress are Montreal
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The Honourable B.A.Taschereau, (continued)

In view of what has been said above it might be well to 
locate the Congress in Montreal if the Province of Quebec felt itself 
in a position to furnish an adequate subsidy to supplement what will 
come from the Dominion Government.

and Toronto.

The principal expenditures connected with the Congress 
will be for printing and transportation. It will probably cost 
$10,000 to publish the more important papers read at the Congress, 
transportation bill will be much higher. Trans-Atlantic rates are at 
present exorbitabtly high. Men of science are as a rule in receipt 
of very moderate salaries even in normal times. Continental scientists 
are just now in very straitened circumstances as a result of the 
Pew of them could afford to defray the expenses of the journey to 
Canada without a subvention* Canadians and Americans in attendance 
at the Congress would receive no subvention. The same would be the 

Japanese who wo Id probably send a d legation Trans— 
nses w©uld be p ovided only for thos coming rom the 

other side of the Atlantic.

The

war.

case with 
pcrtation

The British representatives to the Mathematical 
Congress we would expect to come out with the British Association for 
tne Advancement of Science which, as you are awa^e, is to meet in Toronto in the summer of 1924. *

I should like to have opportunity to discuss the 
possibilities of the Congress with you personally in the near future 
either in Quebec or Montreal, perhaps in the latter city, as I under­
stand you have f-requent occasion to come up from Quebec.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd) J.C.Fields.

H
) •
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STATEMENT REGARDING THE 1924 MEETINGS OF THE 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 

OF SCIENCE AND THE INTERNATIOHAL 
MATHEMATICAL CONGRESS

The British Association for the* Advancement of Science 
meets in Toronto from Wednesday, September 3rd to Wednesday, Septem­
ber 10th, 1924, To defray the expenses of this meeting the 
Dominion Government has pledged >35,000, the Government of Ontario 
$25,000. “Of the aggregate of $60,000 a sum of $50y000 is assigned 
to ocean transportation, leaving $10,000 for the various local ex­
penditures in connection with the meeting.

It is proposed to hold the International Mathematical 
Congress in CSnadh immediately antecedent to the“meeting of the 
B.A.A • S
meeting place should be Montreal. 
papers presented by continental mathematicians will be in the French 
language. The French deputation will be the largest f-r-om the con­
tinent and should also be the most distinguished of all the depu­
tations in attendance.

For various reasons it would Seem appropriate that the
A large proportion of the "• •

The Congress besides being S great stimulus to the in­
tellectual life of the country would bring prestige to Canada in 
general and to Quebec in particular. It would place our country 
on“a higher level in the eyes“both of the United States and of 
Europe. It would be incomparably the greatest event in the history 
of the mathematical sciences which has taken place in America, 
would be one of the historic events in science on this continent 
and Would be “known as "The Congress of Montreal" as the preceding 
Congresses are known as those of Rome, Paris, Cambridge, etc.

It

It would seem just that the financing of the Congress ■ 
should be on a parity with that of the B.A.A.3. It would be equit­
able to“ask the Dominion“Government to achord the same treatment 
to Montreal and the Congress as that accSrded to Toronto“and the“ ■ 
B.A.A.8. It would be in place then to request the Federal Govern­
ment to make a grant“of $35,000 for the Congress. If the Province 
of uebeo would contribute a like amount it would be possible to 
assign >50,000 to subsidies for ocean transportation as has been 
done in the case of the British Association. There is, it may be 
pointed out, an estimated expenditure of >10,000 fer- the^'priting of 
the mote important papers presented at the Congress, there being 
no corresponding item of expense to be provided for in connection 
with the B.A.A.S.

It may be pointed out that when the*1possibillty of 
selecting Canada- as meeting place for the Congress was first suggested 
the Ottawa Government was approached with the request for $20,000 
as a minimum grant and gladly pledged itself to this amount. This 
left the way open to ask for a larger grant and there can be little



doubt as to the outcome if Montreal asks for a grant equal to that 
pledged for- the Toronto meeting.

The suggestion of the possibility of holding the Congress 
in Canada came from the Americans and it was in order to satisfy 
them that we cOuld make a beginning at financing it that the“sum of 
$20,000 was first asked for. “Prospects based on later information 
are for a Very successful Congress and fully justify the request 
for the larger sum.

The expectation would be to have the Congress meet 
immediately in aàvanoe of the British Association. If antecedent 
to the meetings any extended excursion through the West“for the 
members of the B.A.A.S. were projected by“the Western Provinces 
it would naturally be expected that members of the Congress would 
be invited to participate,

With regard to the number who may be expected to attend 
the Congress I might say that a- moderate estimate would place it at 
not less than five hand-red.-' Pr-om the other side of the Atlantic 
the number should not be far short of one hundred and fifty'count- 
ing the contingent from Great Britain and the deputations from the 
Various European countries-.' The latte-r would include official 
representatives of "'a number of the continental gove-rnments in 
addition to those receiving subventions. The Japanese Government 
would be invited to send a delegation and the number of Americans 
in attendance should be at least three hundred without counting 
the Canadians.

“As a classification of the $35,000 requested from the 
Quebec Government as an appropriation for the purposes of the 
Congress I might suggest $16,000 as a transportation subvention, 
'110,000 for the printing of tht* more important-"papers which would 
constitute“the Heport of the Mathematical Congress of Montreal and 
$10,000 for the local expenses incidental to the holding of the 
Congress, including clerical and other office help antecedent to 
as well as“during the Congress when it“would also be necessary to 
provide personnel and equipment for various purposes and provide 
entertainment“in some measure. The total appropriation f-om the 
Dominion Government could be allocated to transportation costs.
It maybe said that the only money required before 19 24-Would be 
a moderate advancer to pay for expenses incidental to correspondence 
and preliminary arrangements.

§S. .m
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December 22, 1922.

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G 
Principal, McGill University, 
MOIIBEA L,Quebec.

K.C.B♦ » • »

My dear General :

It is my expectation to be 
in Montreal Tuesday next, December 26th, on my 

to the scientific meetings in Boston. Iway
shall also probably return from Boston by way 
of Montreal at the end of the week.■

I have just written Mgr. Gauthier 
with regard to the Congress and hope that I may be 
able to see him on Tuesday.

Trusting also that I may have 
the good fortune to see yourself on one or both 
visits,

Yours very truly,



From my interview with Hr. Beatty I had 
ho; ed for better things and had thought that the Hailways might 
have asked the Railway Commission for permission to give 
special reduced rate.

us a
The Commission cannot initiate. A move 

g or a special rate would have to originate with the Railways and 
)e passed on "by th Commis ion. It would look as though nothing 

'would come unless t were ound possible to impress the Railway

_ ; Two days after my conversation with Hr.
n. ...Beatty, representatives of the Canadian Rational and Canadian 
wacj-fic Railways called on me in Toronto. They did not see: 
inclined to give any special rates for the proposed combined 
transcontinental trip for the B.A.A.S, and the Congress.
■~l; J®s quoted were simply the regular tourist rates which i re 
at the time of year when we would wish.to hold the excursion.

The
in force

n , __ _ This practically assures the Congress to
_ lification "si Canada adhère a l1Union Inter- 

na.viona_e ...aunematique", I take it, has reference to the ex- 
clusion o.l une Central Powers and payment of certain dues.

invitation."

Attendre prochaine lettre avant de lancer aucune

adhère a l'Union Internat!02

"Transfert Congres au Canada possible si Canada

' .. -. _ _ . , I am in receipt of cablegram from II.
~...xieû-Cl» -.resident of the International Research Council
which reads as follows:

Enclosed you will find the Memorandum 
on the _nternaclonal .r.thematical Congress which I was to send 
you.

My dear General:

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B 
Principal, McGill University,
M 0 1' USE A 1, Quebec.
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Sir Arthur Currie, Gr.C.U.G. , E.C.3., (continued)

administrations vTith the desirability and feasibility of do in 2 
something. The Railway representatives found difficulty in the 
precedent it u oui à create, 
tine transcontinental tours undertaken by British groups which 
might point to the precedent if only the B.A.A. 3. were favored.
It would be a lon£ time however before the Bailways would be 
called on to do anything for such a representative international 
gr oup * ■■■■■■
railways the precedent argument would in any way be modified by 
this fact I do not know. There is also of course the fact that 
the inability of the members of the deputations to finance long 
excursions out of their own pockets is due not alone to war con­
ditions but to these combined with their having adopted a 
profession which in: lies remind lion of emolumen ts and hard work 
for the benefit of all.

There are of course from tine to

whether for the higher administration officials of the

After receipt of A. Picard's letter I expect to 
know better what will meet the wishes of the International Research 
Council and the International Mathematical Union in regard to form 
of procedure. 7ould it seem well to you for the Congress to re­
gard as their hosts AcC-ill University, the University of Toronto 
and the Royal Canadian Institute together with the timersI1y cf Montreal 
in deference to the Trench Canadians?

Yours sincerely,

C. bnULh,t-



I

usaohafdui: on t~-u: i::teh::atioi:al ~ ateelatical coitghess

Before the war the International Mathematical Congress 
met once in four years, the meeting talcing place in one of the great 
scientific centres of Europe. Among other places it has met in Paris, 
Home and Cambridge. It has never met in America.

Two years ago the Americans extended an invitation 
to the Congress to meet on this side of the Atlantic in 1924. 
vitation was accepted.

fpln p c« p H"*

She place of meeting was not precisely stipulated 
but it was understood of course that it would be held in the United""States 
and the expectation was that the meeting place would be one of the great 
university centres south of the border.

After the very successful meeting of the American 
association for the -.Avancement of Science held in Toronto last Christmas 
weeh it was suggested that the Congress might meet in Canada, 
the Americans were not content with the proposition. The majority of 
ane committee having the matter in charge however decided favorably and 
the Chairman has requested the International Mathematical Union to trans­
fer uo Canada tne privilege ôf inviting the Congress to meet within her 
uorders. _The International Mathematical Union through which such
arrangements must be made has signified its readiness to make the trans­
fer and Canada will shortly be formally authorized to go ahead and organize 
one Congress. It behooves Canada then to moke a success of the Congress 
Thereto adequate funds are requisite, 
promised financial aid and one must look to other sources also for assistance.

Some of

The Dominion Government has

What the Congress would mean for Canada:
at would serve as a great intellectual stimulus to the whole country. 

There would probably be deputations present from about fifteen European 
countries.
would be by far the largest and most distinguished gathering of 
representatives of the mathematical sciences which has ever been held 
on this continent.

It would afford a unique opportunity for cooperation on the part of 
the English and French speaking Canadians in welcoming our European 
guests. It should make a strong appeal to our French-Canadian.fellow- 
citizens in view of the fact that the most numerous and most brilliant 
delegation from the other side of the Atlantic would be that from France, 
for while France attaches great prestige to intellect!: 1 achievements 
of all kinds she has herself always taken a particular 1 y high rank in 
the mathematical sciences.

Canada would also be doing a service to the Empire inasmuch as she 
would provide at the same time the occasion for fraternising between 
the English speaking peoples and the opportunity for the manifestation 
of goodwill and understanding between them on the one hand and the 
allied and neutral nations of Europe on the other, for the British

1.
hundreds of American mathematicians would attend. It

2.

3.



combined trans-continental trip for the Congress and 
should constitute a part of the programme. It would^a pity to 
the opportunity thereby offered of presenting to our overseas visitors 
a vision of the resources of Canada, - mineral, wheat, timber, fisheries, 
etc.

the A .A.A

The expenses of such a trip might well be defrayed by the Dominion

Academic and scientific men are usually, even in normal times, in 
receipt of very moderate incomes. European scientists have been very hard 
hit by the war and few of them would be in a position to make the trans­
atlantic journey at their own expense, with ocean rates at anything like 
their present level. It would'fneoessary then to furnish subventions to­
ward transportation costs to the members of the deputations from the 
several European countries. 1:o such subventions however would be available 
for American, Canadian or Japanese delegates.

TheProspects for a successful Congress are very excellent indeed, 
mathematical scientists in the different countries of Europe are ready to 
lend a helping hand. The Americans are anxious to cooperate in.making a 
success of the Congress. All that is necessary to make it a brilliant
function and an event memorable in the history of Canada is the wherewithal 
to finance it.

To utilise the occasion effectively, to impress the visitors.wion tine 
vastness and variety of our country and the multiplici and^magnitude 
of its resources, it would be necessary, in addition to short local ex­
cursions , to organize a trans-continental trip. . A valuable aid v-lere^u 
would also be a hand-book which would set forth in systematic xashion. .e 
conditions and resources of the country. A copy of this hand-book should 
be placed in the hands of each one attending the Congress and of ..every 
visiting member of the British Association for the Advancement ox Science.

5. It would afford the opportunity of visualizing the natural.resources 
of Canada to a large number of deputations of men sufficiently Xüuelligenu 
to look a little into ithe future and realize the advantages which might 
accrue to their respective countries through cultivating good relax ions 
with Canada both political and economic.

It would heighten the intellectual prestige of Canada among the 
nations at a time when she is beginning to take a larger share, xn inter­
national conferences on political and economic questions and wnen one is 
establishing her status as a nation.

rare opportunity of making Canada known
It would

The Congress would furnish a
to the educated classes of the different states of Europe. .... . A
croaie a favorable impression wiih. regard to tne ou.1 uiiral conditions c^isu— 
ing in our country, "it would react advantageously on immigration and 
enable us the more readily to reach those whom we would most desire to 
attract from the various European countries.

4.

Association for the Advancement of Science would also be meeting in.Canaci*,*. 
in 1924 and cooperation between it and the Congress would be established.
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Soterament in cooperation with the western Provincial Governments. It 
would help greatly if the railways could see their wav to uivir^ a sreatlv 
reduced rate for the occasion.

Another considerable item of expense would be that for printing 
une more important papers read at the Congress. The publishinr~of t'-ese papers, it is estimated, would cost about ;10,000. " it would also cc^sf
some tuning to prepare and print a competent Handbook. Shorter excursions 
wouln nave to oe provided for. A certain amount would be needed for

• °"?-ce -a:cl clerical nel ditures for entertain­
ment which would be financed locally. " ' " " '


