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Yovember
Twenty-seventh

1922,

Dr. J, C. Fields,
Royal Canadian Institute’,
Toronto, Ont.

I have made inquiries at the

Provincial Government Office in Montreal with
reference to the duration ¢f the present session
of the Provineial Legislature.

They can give me no definite
information, dut fully expect the session to
end before Christmas. "

Yours faithfully,

Principal's Secretary.




McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL.

FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE,
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
D. A. MURRAY, PROFESSEOR

C.T.SULLIVAN, AsSO0ATE PROFESSOR

April 24th, 1924,

Col, Wilfred Bovey,
Principal's 0ffice,
MeGill University.

Dear Colonel Bovey,

In reply to your note of April
9th, asking my advice about delegates to represent
MeGill University at the International Mathematical
Congress to be held in Toronto, August 11th-16th next,
following and concurrent with the meeting there of the
British Association for the Advancement of Science
August 6th=-13th, % I beg to recommend the following
members of our mathematical staff to be chosen as the

representatives of McGill:=-

Dr, C, T, Sullivan
Assoce, Professor A.H.S. Gillson,

I would suggest that an allowance of
sixty dollars ($60,00) be made to each of these gentle~
men to cover his transportation and expenses of attendance
at the Congress,

Yours sincerely,

da. Vrnasiiay,

Chairman of Dept. of Mathematics




HONORARY PRESIDENT:

HIS EXCELLENCY, THE LORD BYNG OF VIMY, T H E R O Y A L

GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA,

PRESJDENT, PROFESSOR J. C. FIELDS, Pi.D., F.R.S. CANADIAN INSTITUTE

1sT Vice-PresjpEnt, PROFESSOR J, J. R. MACLEOD, M.B., D.P.H.
2np Vice-PresibEnt, ARTHUR HEWITT, Esa.

TREASURER, Mr. W. B. TINDALL

SECRETARY, DRr. J. W. MACARTHUR

Eoitor, PROFESSOR J. H. FAULL, Pu.D.

{ e ,‘ -
LiBrARIAN, PROFESSOR A. G. HUNTSMAN, M.B. Y 2. o\ IS8 COLLEGE STREET
CuraTor, MRr. H. JEWELL 2 & @

TORONTO

16th July 1923

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.
Prineipal, McGill University
Montreal, P. Q.

My dear General Currie;

A week ago to-day 1 left Mon-
treal, returning to Toronto by way of Ottawa. It
was impossible for me to absent myself longer as
certain business connected with the 1924 meeting of
the B. A. A. S. was not pbeing attended to. T under-
stood that there was to pe s meeting of the Quebec

Cabinet on Thursday, July 12th and, if I remember
rightly, informed you to that effect.

Before leaving 1 saw Monsieur
Montpetit who was expecting to go out of town. He
was to make arrangements to have me informed by tele-
graph of the action taken by the Cabinet, and he was
also erranging to have Monseigneur Piette get %nto
touch with yourself. 1 have neard nothing. If the
Cabinet has decided unfavourably, one is, of course,
at liberty to go ahead and orient the Congress in any
way he will. If the Cabinet has taken no aection what-
ever, I presume that one is justified in regarding
himself as equally free. If the Cabinet has actually
taken favourable action, we are, I suppose, under obli-
gation to make arrangements for the meeting in Montreal.

pecause of the sequence of events,
I shall not be greatly disappointed if the Montreal pro-
ject falls through. In view of the probable outcome,
I have provided myself witn authority to invite the
Congress to meet in Toronto but am holding the matter
open until I kmow precisely what the status of affairs
is in Montreal and in order to be sure that I do the
fair and square thing by everybody. I shall funk no-




reneral Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G. - 2

thing. If in any way it would chance to be help-
ful for me to run down to Montreal, I shall do so.
I intend in any case to visit Burope this summer

on benalf of the Congresse. In the meantime, I have
to make a rush trip to the United States to secure
lecturers for The Royal Canadian Institute for next
winter. Mail addressed to The Royal Cansdian In-
stitute will pbe forwarded to me.

Trusting that this Congress business
has not worried you too much, and harbouring a secret
hope that there will be no occasion to trouble you
further with it.

Yours sincerely

3.6\?%




McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

THERE MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING

fa! : 2 T 0
V’J\rria, G-\/a.un\)o’

University.

Dear Sir Arthur,-

The original Plans of Dr. J. C. Fields

xard to the holding of the Internsational

cal Congress for 1924 in Csnada contem-
financing of the scheme by the Dominion
and the Provincial Governments. It was
the Dominion Government would provide
Ontario Government perhaps $10,000 if
agreed, after the meeting at Montreal,
nt session or sessions with the British
t Toronto; the Quebec Government $35,000;
tern Provinces were to finance a trans-
trip to the extent of $40,000. The Dom-
101 ernment has, I am assured by Dr. Fields and
. Bve, agreed to furnish $25,000; there is no hope
of the Ontario Government doing anything if the Con-
gress is held here; The Quebec Government is opposed
to giving any provinecial support; and I have little
2fpectation that the Western Provinces will do any-

ning.

=

s

e o
ot g

%

o
)

O =0 =
<

.
b 1
-

S e
B RB

o
SOt B

D ok 5

(4]
QO OO

(PlLe)
o

o
o

ot
-

»
5 ¢ O
o g
L J

o

2

b~

=

-

)

o <l
}- < ¢

FctQ

[ -

iy
o

)

0 <

)
b
-
= m

O

;_i;;
th
1
A

0
HpBo
ot
. 5
+
o
pj D C o+ ¢
Ho B
ot D

To make the Congress & success and to jus-
tify its being called International, there should be
a delegation from Europe of at least forty or fifty
mathematicians of front rank. The Government of
France would almost certainly and those of Czecho-
Slovakia and Japan might probably send a few paid
offiecial representatives; possibly some cther Govern-
ments might fall into line. Of this we have no de-
finite assurance. Dr. FPields is now committed alsco
to the invitation of a certain number of men in allied
branches, such as Engineering, Physics, Actuarial work,
etc. It was with the hope of winning the support of
the Quebec Government that Dr. Fields enlarged the
scope of the Congress to such an extent that he now
hopes for an attendance of 15Q0e This was the num-~
ber that he mentiocned at the conference with the




To - Sir Arthur Currie, June 3rd, 1923.

Premier. lMong. Taschereau received the modified
proposition in a most eritical fagshion, and my feel-
ing was that such of the representatives of the
Universite de llontreal, as cared to attend the meet-
ing, were absolutely lukewarm. Some of the most
representative meén among the French Canadians who
were to have been present failed to put in an appear-
ance - e.g. the Rector of the Universite de Montreal,
the Professor of Physics (Mons. Gendreau), whose
opinicns are supposed to have much weight with the
Premier, another delegate (whose nsme has slipped my
memory) who was expected to pledge the support of
twelve Catholic Colleges, etc.

The enlarged scheme, if adhered to, will
mean an enlarged deputation from Burope, and could
only be feasible if backed by the enth§usiastic sup-
port, both in the region of Binance and Organization,
by bodies of Engineers, Physicists, Aeronauts, let-~
eorologists, Actuaries, etce. Dr. Fields has not
produced any evidence that any such support would
be forthecoming. On the contrary, I understand that
the Council of the Engineering Institute of Canads
has decided not to participate.

If MeGill University is prepared to make
itself financially resvonsible for the running of
the scheme, the Mathematical Department would of
course do everything in its power to make the thing
& success. It is the opinion of every member of
the Department that someone would have to be called
in with full executive responsibility for all details
with regard to arrangements and correspondence. He
should have an office and a stenographer.

My advice is that the University should not
undertake the responsibility unless it has $50,000, at
the very least, placed at tts disposal.

The chief items of expense would be

(1) Subventions to thirty or more mathe-
maticians from Europe. These should be on & liber-
al scale.

2) The printing of Branssctions $10,000

3] Secretarial and stenographic work

4) Suitable provisions for housing and
entertainment of the possible 1500.

(5) The trip across the Continent.

Clegrly if the University is not prepared
to take over the running of the Congress on the money
that may be raised by Professor Fields, it is




To - Sir Arthur Curris, June ord, 1923.

altogether out of the question for my colleasgues or
myself to undertake the task of handling an affair of
this magnitude.

If my
see its ng full responsibility
correct, advise lds be informed of-
ially that in our opinic Congress, if held,
lould net be

Please ncte that time is an essential
element in this matter ang that unless sufficient
funds are definitely assured before the end of this
month, MeGill University should entirely withdraw from
the scheme.,

Yours very sincerely,




HONORARY PRESIDENT:

HIS EXCELLENCY, THE LORD BYNG OF VIMY, T H E ROY A L

GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA,
PRESIDENT, PROFESSOR J. C. FIELDS, PH.D., F.R.S. CANADIAN INSTITUTE
1st Vice-Presipent, PROFESSOR J. J. R. MACLEOD, M.B., D.P.H.
2np Vice-Presipent, ARTHUR HEWITT, Esa.
TREASURER, Mr. W. B. TINDALL
SECRETARY, Dr. J. W. MAcARTHUR

Eoiror, PROFESSOR J. H. FAULL, PH.D. B %o N
LiBRARIAN, PROFESSOR A. G. HUNTSMAN, M.B. 7 Y \ @, 198 COLLEGE STREET
CuraTOR, MR, H. JEWELL A \

TORONTO
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p i ux, O“uO, J’j‘_:l: 1:_, s

nourable
1ister of Canada,

Ottawe, Ontario,

™ » 1. kel 4 .
Dear Mr. King:

menmo -
randum of the ) nwhich I had with you

when I spoke to you about

four years, the
scien > centres of Europe. Among
net in Paris me and Cambridge.
America,
Two years ago the
vitation to the Congress to meet
in 1924, This invitation was acc
Bvas not specified but it was, of expectec
would be one
great Unlversity centre

It came then as &

anada. his suggestioh, I might say,
had 1t g n the other side of the line, and 1s to be
attributed to the very exceptional suecess which attended

the meeting of the American Association for the Advancement

of science held in Toronto last December. Not all the

Americans, however, acqulesce in the idea; some of them are

strongly
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HONORARY PRESIDENT:

HIS EXCELLENCY, THE LORD BYNG OF VIMY, T H E R 0 Y A L

GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA.
PRESIDENT, PROFESSOR J. C. FIELDS, PH.D., F.R.S. CANADIAN INSTITUTE
1st Vice-PRESIDENT, PROFESSOR J. J. R. MACLEOD, M.B., D.P.H.
2Np VICE-PResIDENT, ARTHUR HEWITT, Esa.
TREASURER, MR. W. B. TINDALL
SECRETARY, DR. J. W. MACARTHUR

Epitor, PROFESSOR J. H. FAULL, PH.D.
LiBrARIAN, PROFESSOR A, G. HUNTSMAN, M.B.
CuraTOR, MR. H. JEWELL

198 COLLEGE STREET
TORONTO

January 13, 1923.

Generel Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,
Principal, leGill University,
MONTREAL, Quebec.

My dear General Currie:

Enclosed you will find copy
of letter to lNonsiéigneur Gauthier. T have jst received
a letter from lir. David in which he acknowledges receipt
of a letter and statement from myself. He says that
he will have a talk with the Premier and afterwards
communicate with me, He commits® himself neither one way
nor the other.

Yours sincerely,

1

P oo )
). F Llds




Copy for Sir Arthur Currie

January 13, 1923,

-a -

Kongei;neuv Gauthie®, 3
AGCUO” of the Uulve*‘lﬁ of liontreal,

» ™ b1 " S ™

) BT RE AL, ”ueJec.

Dear lionseigneur Gauvthier:

B = This note is written $o
correct a misapprehension in wregard to0 the Lincncing
of the ;“te“ncﬁlonkl Nathematical Congr8ss. I have
been 1nfo“x gd that you received the impression that
the plan fow flr“nc1m¢ the Congress contemplated con-

t»ibutions fvom the University of Montreal and MeGill
University. othing was fuvrther from my mind and I
am sorry if &n‘ lack of clearness in ny explanation *
of what was Proposed should have been responsible for
this mi ua&e**b‘fCluo. It was not my intention to
suggest the contribution of a Hingle dollar to the
experises oL the uon”~css either by the Univeragity of
lontreal or b; HeGill Unfiversity The total ex~
penditure contemplated f»um witnin tie Provinece of
Jueb®e was 535,000 this all to be furnished by the
Gove¥nment of tne Provingce. Adf@itionsl funds would
be provided by the Dominion Governhent.

.

T "1011" 4 be ')__J-ﬁ to clear “up
any point in comnection with—the plan for the Congress
which may appear to be obucuve.

Yours sincerely,

(3gd.) J.C.FPields.




HONORARY PRESIDENT:

' HIS EXCELLENCY, THE LORD BYNG OF VIMY, T H E ROYA L
GPVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA.

PRESIDENT, PROFESSOR J. C. FIELDS, Pu.D., F.R.S. CANADIAN INSTITUTE
1st Vice-PresipEnt, PROFESSOR J. J. R. MACLEOD, M.B., D.P.H.
2N Vice-Presipent, ARTHUR HEWITT, Esa.
TREASURER, MR. W. B. TINDALL
SECRETARY, Dr. J. W. MacARTHUR

EpiTor, PROFESSOR J. H. FAULL, Pu.D.
Li1BRARIAN, PROFESSOR A. G. HUNTSMAN, M.B.
CurATOR, MR. H. JEWELL

198 COLLEGE STREET
TORONTO

January 12, 1923.

General Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B.,
MeGill University,
MONTREAIL, Quebec.

ly dear General Currie:

Your letter of January 10th has
just been received. Its contents are of course very
disappointing. Neither in conversation with lonseigneur
Gauthier nor in writing him was any suggestion mede of
a contribution to the Congress on the part of HeGill
University or the University of Montreal. It was
gsolely a question of a contribution by the Government
of the Province of Quebec. In no connection whatever
was a sum of $12,500 mentioned.,

To what Monseigneur Gauthier's mis-
understending is due I do not see. I spoke with him in
English and it is possible that I assumed too complete
an understanding of thet language on his part with the
result thet he misinterpreted something that I said. He
may perhaps have somehow got mixed on the figures in my
typewritten financial statement and have drawn wrong
inferences. The total sum asked from within the Province
of Quebec was in each case $35,000, the whole of this
amount to come from the Govermment of the Province. In
regard to the Dominion Government it is definitely committed
tn writing to a grant of $20,000. This was all that I
requested at the time, The request in my letter to the
Premier reads "The amount which I would suggest as a
minimum grant from the Dominion Government is $20,000".

This sum was grented one might say with a smile. Probably
it would be advisable for us to go ahead and ask the
Dominion Government to raise its grant to $35,000 that

being the amount which is to be appropriated for the B.A.A.S.

I have not written the Premier since my
return from Europe. It is my intention, however, to wmee
him shortly or to write him and inform him of the favorable




2

General Sir Arthur Currie, XK.C.B.,

prospects from the European end.

Your letter being personal I do not know
whether I should write Monseigneur Gauthier in re-
gard to the misunderstanding? Possibly you could
inform him in regard to your understanding of the
matter &8 confirmed by this letter?

Yours sincerely,

AR

4 £ g |
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Dre Je Cs Fields,
198 llege Street,
Toronto, Ont,
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January B, 1923,

General Sir Arthur Currie, E.C,.B.,
licGill University,
MONTREATL, Quebec.

My dear General:

Enclosed you will find copies
of a letter and statement with regard to the Inter-
national Mathematical Congress which I sent to the
Honourable Mr, Taschereau, They contain pretty much
what was contained in the memorsndum which I enclosed
with my letter to you dated December 2nd. They may
however supplement in some measure that memorandum,

: 3 Wednesday, January 10th, as I
ﬁhlnk I informed you, was the dete mentioned by the
Honourable Mr. Taschereau for the meeting of his
Cabinet when he said he would bring up the question
of an appropriation for the Congress.,

Hoping that he and his colleagues
may have the vision to see what the Congress may mean
for Canada and Quebec and that things may turn out
according to our desires,

Yours sincerely,

3,6.;—?‘;@&&

Enclosures.




COPY December 23, 1922,

The Honourable L.A.Taschereau,
Prime IIinister of Quebec,
QUEBEC, Quebec.

Dear lIr. Tagschereau:
It is proposed that the International lathematical
Congress meet in Canada in 1924,

Before the war this Congress held its meetings
once in four years, the meeting places being the more important university
and culture centres in Europe such as Rome, Paris, Cambridge. It has
never met in America. Two years ago the Americans invited it to hold
its meeting in 1924 on this side of the Atlantic. The precise place
of meeting was not specified but it was understood that it would be in
New York or vieinity.

After the meeting of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science in Toronto last December the Chairman of the
American Committee having the matter in charge wrote me suggesting the
possibility of the Congress meeting in Canada in the case we were in a
position to handle it. I had an interview with the Honourable W.IL.
lecKenzie King in regard to the matter and saw a number of the members
of his Cabinet inecluding a considerable proportion of the French
Canadian members. They were all favourably impressed with the possi-
bilities of the Congress and the Govermment has promised financial
support. During the past summer I visgited Europe with a view to see-
ing what the prospects were for & successful meeting in Canada., T saw
& number of the British and Continental mathematicians who promised
their support and everything looks most propitious from the European
end, All that is necegsary to meke a success of the Congress is
sufficient funds.

The holding of this Congress in Canada would
mean a great intellectual stimulus to the country. It would enormously
enhance the prestige of Canada in the eyes of intellectual Europe.
Delegations might be expected from the several allied countries and
from the neutral European countries, Naturally the prineipal contin-
entel delegation would come from France. If we were in a position to
properly finance the delegations from continental Furope it is practically
certain that the French delegation would be the most distinguished in
ettendance at the Congress, for while France attaches great prestige to
intellectual achievements of all kinds she has hersgself always taken a
particularly high rank in the Mathematical Sciences. Under the eircum-
gstances the French Canadiens should rlay a prominent role in eonnection
with the Congress and ways and means %o that end should be discussed.
It offers also a splendid opportunity for cooperation between the French
and English speasking Canadians.,

: The only centres in Canada whieh could come under
consideration as posgsible meeting places for the Congress are Montreal
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The Honourable L.A.Taschereau, (continued)

and Toronto. In view of what has been said above i1t might be well to
locate the Congress in lMontreal if the Province of Quebec Telt itself
in a position to furnish an adequate subsidy to supplement what will
come from the Dominion Government.

The principal expen@iituees connected with the Congress
will be for printing end transportation. It will probably cost
$10,000 to publish the more important papers read at the Congress. The
transportation bill will be much higher. Trang-Atlantic rates are &t
present exorbitabtly high. Men of science are as a rule in receipt
of very moderate salaries even in normal times, Continental seientists
are just now in very straitened circumstances as a result of the war.
Few of them ecould afford to defray the expenses of the journey to
Canada without a subvention. Cenadians and Americans in attendance
at the Congress would receive no subvention. The same would be the
case with the Japanese who would probably send a delegation. Trang-
portation expenses would be provided only for those coming from the
other side of the Atlantie.

The British representatives to the Mathematical
Congress we would expect to come out with the British Assceiation for
the Advancement of Seience which, as you are aware, is to meet in
Toronto in the summer of 1924,

I should like to have opportunity to discuss the
possibilities of the Congress with you personally in the near future
either in Quebec or llontreal, perhaps in the latter city, as I under-
stand you have freguent occasion to come up from Quebec.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd) J.C.Fields.




STATEMENT REGARDING THE 1924 MEETINGS OF THE
BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF SCHENCE AND THE INTERNATIONAL
NMATHEMATICAL CONGRESS

The British Association for the Advancement of Science
metts in Toronto from Wednesday, Sepltember 3rd to Wednesdey, Septem-
ber 10th, 192%, To defray the expenses of this meeting the -
Dominion Government h&s pledgedv$35,000, the Government of Ontario
$25,000, ~Of the aggregote of 560,000 a sum of $50,000 is assigned
to ocearn transportetion, leaving $10,000 for the various local ex-
penditures in connection with the meeting.

5, It is proposed to hold the Internatiomal lathematicll
Congress in Ctnaedf immediately antecedent to the medting of the
B,A.A.8.,. For various reasors it would Seem ZpprUpriate that the
meeting place should be liontreal. A large proportion of the
papers presented Py continental mathematieians will be in the French
language. The French deputation will be the largest from the con-
tinent and should also be the most distinguished of all the depu-~
tations in attendance,

-

The Congress besifles being & great stimulus to the in-
tellectual 1life of the gountry would bring prestige to Cenada in
generel an@ to Quebec in particular. It would place our country
on“a higher level in the eyes both of the United States and of =
Europe. It would be incomparably the greatest event in the history
of the mathemetical scienties which has taken plage in Amerieca. It
would be one of the historiec events in sciefice on this comrtinent
and would be known as "The Congress of Hontreal™ as the precéding
Congresses are Imown as those of Rome, Paris, Cambridge, etc.

It wotlld seem just that the finaneing of the Congress -
should be on & parity with that of the B.A.ZL.S. It woulZ be equit-
able to ask the Dominion Govermment to actord the same treatment

to Montreal and the Congress as that acevrded to Torontoand the™ -
BeAoheS, It world be in place then to request the Federal Govern-
ment to make a grant—of $35,000 for the Congress. If the Provinece
of Quebgc would contribute o like amount it would be possiblé to
assign $60,000 to subsidies for ocean trangportation as has been
done iq the case of the Britisgh Assoeciation, There is, it may De
pointed out, &n estimated expenditure of $10,000 for the priting of
the mo¥e important papers presented at the Congres®, there being

no corresponding item of expense to b tio
e R g S B P ¢ provided for in connection

It may be pointed out that when the-possibility of
selecting Canads as meeting place for the Congress was first suggested
the Ottawa Govermnment was approached with the request for $20,000
as a minimum grent and gladly pledged itself to this amount, This
left the way open to ask for s larger grant and there cen be little




doubt as to the outdome if lMontreal asks for a grant equal to that
pledged for the Toronto meeting.

The suggestion of the possibility of hol@ing the Congress
in Canade came from the Americans and it was in order to satisfy
them that we ctuld make a ¥Yeginning at finaneing it thtt the sum of
520,000 was first asked for. ~Prospects based on later irnformation
ar® for a very successful Congress and fully justify the request
for the larger sum,

The expectation would be to have the Congress meet
immediately in advance of the British Assveiation. If antecedent
to the meetings any extendsd excursion through the West for the
members of the B.A.A,5. were projected by the Western P¥ovinces
it would naturally be expécted that members of the Congress would
be invited to participate,

PN

With regard to the numbe¥ who may be expected to attend
the Congress I might say that a moderate estimate would place it at
not less then five hundred.” From the other side of the Atlantic
the number should not be far short of one hundred and fifty count-
ing the contingent from Great Britain and the deputations from the
various Europesn countries, The latter would include officisl
representatives ofa number of the continental governments in
addition to those receiving subventions, The Japarese Government
would be invited to send a delegation and the number of Americans
in attendance should be at least three hundred without counting
the Canadisns,

“As & classification of the $35,000 r#quested from the
flueb®e Government as an apprgvristion fo¥ the purposes of the
Congress I might suggest (15,000 g8 & transportation subvention,
$10,000 for the printing of the more important-papers which would
constitutethe Report nf the Mathemstical Congress of Montreal and
$10,000 for the loeal expenses incidental to the holding of the
Congress, including elerictl and other office help antecedent to
ag well as™during the Congress when it would also be mnecessiry to
provide persomnel and equipment for verious pu¥poses and provide
entertainmment™in some measure. The total &pprop¥iation from the
Dominion Government could be allocated tov $ransportation costs.

It may be seid that the only money required before 1924"would be
a mod&rate advance to pay for expenses incidental to correspondence
end preliminery arroangements.,
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December 22, 1922,

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., X.C,.B.,
Prinecipal, MeGill University,
MONTRE A L,Quebec.

Iy dear General:

t is my expectation to be
in Montreal Tuesday next, December 26th, on my
way to the scientific meetings in Boston., I
shall also probably return from Boston by way
of Montreal at the end of the week.

I have just written ligr. Gauthier
with regard to the Congress and hope that I may be
able to see him on Tuesday.

Trugting also that I may have
the good fortune to see yourself on one or both
vigits,

Yours very truly,

ﬂf' T lds
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