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“FAITH COMETH BY HEARING, AND HEARING BY THE WORD OF GOD.”— Paul.

Vol. III.—No. 7.

SAINT JOHN, N. B, MAY, 1886.

‘Whole No. 31.

Lhe @hristiam,

IS THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT
BINDING UPON US 48 CHRISTIANS?

"This question is one of no ordinary impor-
tance, and admits of a wide range of inquiry
and argument. It isa fact that the Chris-
‘tian world to-day, by its practice, is answer-
ing this question In the negative, for instead
of remembering the ¢ Sabbath day to keep it
holy, they are keeping the first day of the
week, or Lord’s day., The authority for
keeping the Sabbath is found in the Deca-
logue, or ten commandments of the law. If
-we are yet under this law, then is the fourth
commandment still binding upon us. But
if it can be shown that the “ ministration of
death, written and engraven upon stones,”
has given place to a more glorious ministra-
tion, in which there is no commandment to
keep the Sabbath; then do we conclude that
we are not, as Christians, under the law given
by Moses, which law contained the Sabbath,
but rather under the law of grace and truth,
given by Jesus Christ, which law knows
npthin% of the obligations of the Jewish
Sabbath,

Some people snppose that the Sabbath was
observed by divine authority before the flood
and by the patriarchs since up to the time of
the giving of the law; but those who spesk
only as the Word of God speaks, will be slow
to receive it.  There is certainly no intima-
tion given in the Old Testament to warrant
this opinion. It is snid of Abraham that he
‘ taught his household and children after
him to keeg) the way of the Lord, and to do
justice and judgment.” (Gen. xviii, 19.)

f the observance of the Sabbath was then o
statute and an ordinance, Abraham would
-certainly have spoken of it to his family; and
some evidence would have been given of its
observance during the four hundred years
between Abraham and the giving of the Law.
But in the absence of any such evidence we
are bound to conclude that till God spoke to
the children of Isracl by DMoses, the world
knew nothing concerning the observance of
the Sabbath-day.

It was rovealed to Moses when he wrote
the history of the creation, that when God
nad ended His work on the seventh day He
rested from all His work which He had made,
and sanctified it, But there is not so much
as a hint that its observance was then en-
i’oined upon man. The first intimation we
iave of such an obligation is found in Ex.
xvi. 28. This brings us down through more
than two thousand years of the world’s his-
tory. Here, when the children of Isracl had
been brought up out of Egypt, and God is
about to give them manny to eat, He in-

- structs: Moses to command ‘them to keep the
Sabbath. Hence the force of this Scripture.
‘“This is that which the Lord hath said.”
The' Lord had evidently instructed Moses

-'both a8 to the giving of the manna, and to

the time of gathering it. Moses took nothing
upon himself, but only spoke to the children
of Israel ag the Lord spoke to him.

Again it will be seen that not only was the
world ignorant of the Sabbath till Moses gave
it to the children of Israel, as recorded in
Ex, xvi. 23 ; but even then it was given to
the children of Israel only. In proof of this
wo call special attention to the following
passages of Scripture: ¢‘And the Lord spake

unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also unto the

children of Israel, saying, Verily my Sabbaths
yo shall kee]p: for it is a sign between me and
you throughout your generations, that you
may know that I am the Lord that doth
sanctify you, It is a sign between me and
the children of Israel forever.” (Bx. xxxi.
12-17). Read also Ezek. xx. 12-14, and Neh,
ix. 13-14, In theso and other passages God
is eaid to have made known to the Jews, or
tho childron of Israel, the Sabbath, and to
have given it to them for special purposes,
and for reasons exclusively belonging to them
as a people. Because Ile ‘‘bad led them in
the day by & cloudy pillar, and in the night
by a pillar of fire,” and ‘“had come down
upon Mount Sinai,” and *‘spoke unto them
from heaven,” and *‘ gave them right judg-
ments and true laws,” so had He given them
His holy Sabbath. )

In no respect can these reasons be assigned
to any other people. From Deut. v. 15 we
read: ‘“ And remember thou wast a servant
in the land of Bgypt, and that the Lord thy
God bLrought thee out thence through a
mighty hand and by a stretched-out arm;
therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee
to keep the Sabbath-day.” In this seripture
it is expressly declared that the reason the
Lord had commanded them to keep the Sab-
bath was becanse e had brought them up
out of the land of Egypt. From these scrip-
tures, and others that might be produced, it
is evident that the Sabbath was given only to
the Jews, and for their use exclusively. .

We shall now show that cven that law is
done away, and that the law of Churist, whicl
embraces all men, is given in its stead. The
law containing the Sabbath was ¢ written
and engraven in stones.” The advocate of
the seventh-day worship goes at onco to the
Ten Commsandments for his authority. It
only remaius then to show that this ¢ minis-
tration of death” containing the Sabbath
has been ¢ abolished,” and the ‘‘ ministra-
tion of the Spirit,” which is more glorious,
and which contains nothing concerning the
Sabbath, now ¢ remaineth.” The writings of
the Apostle Paul, 2 Cor. iii. 6-17, is s0 clear
on this point that it is difficult to see how
any one can fail to understand him.

%,t is claimed by some that there are two
laws. One they call the law of God, and the
other the law of Moses. The latter they ad-
mit is done away ; but the former, ryhxch
they claim, contains the Sabbath, still re-
matns. The law of the Ten Commandmeuts
they call the law of God ; while the law of
Moses is made to mean the law of circum-

cision and sacrifices. But it can be easily
ghown that neithor circuincision nor sacri-
fices was of Moses ; for circumecision was four
hundred and thirty years older than the law
given by Moscs ; and sacrifico was as old al-
most as the human race. Again, the same
book, meaning ¢‘ the Jaw which the Lord had

-commanded by Moses,” is sometimes called

the law of God, and sometimes the law of
Moses, and very frequently spoken of simply
a8 the law, In the book of Neh. viii. 1-8, 'we
have the same book spoken of as above. In

‘this short space it is called *“the law of

Moses;” ‘“the law of God,” and ¢ the law.”
Many other scriptures-of this kind might be
givon, but this is enough to make clear what
we have stated,

Again from Acts xv. we learn that certain
of ‘“the Pharisees which believed ”’ went out
among the Gentile brethren and ‘¢ troubled™
them with words, subverting. their souls,
‘“‘saying, ye must be circumised and keep the
law, to whom we gave no such command-
ment.” It was not the law of circumcision
only that is here sct aside, but the ““law of
Moses” as well ; and it bas already been
shown that the *‘law ,of Moses,” the “law
of God,” and ¢‘ the law,” all refer to the one
book, or to the .one law given by God to
Moses for the instruction and government of
the children of Israel. Christ came into the
world not to destroy the law, but ¢“to fulfil
it,” which he did, and ¢ took it out of the
way, nailing it to His eross.” (Col. ii. 14,)
In his letter to the Galatians the Apostle
Paul shows clearly that this law given by God
to Moses on Mount Sinai was only added to
the promise that he had made to Abraham
four hundred and thirty years before, and
this ¢ because of the transgression,” and thay
only ‘“till the seed should come to whom the
promise was made.” (Gal. iii. 10.? This
law was the school-master to bring the Jews
to Christ, but after He came Paul says, “ We
are no longer under a school-master.” (Gal.
ili. 25).

In harmony with this is the teaching of
the Apostle in his letter to the Romauns.  In
this epistle, as also in that to the Galatians,
Paul shows that the law under which vhey
had been living, or the husband to whom
they had been married, was dead, and they
were free now “to be married fo another,
even to Him who is raised from the dead.”
(Rom, vii. 3-4). Let it not be said that the
Apostle is speaking here of the ceremonial
law, or law of circumcision, for it is the law
which says ¢ Thou shalt not covet,” of which
he is speaking. ‘¢ What shall we say, then?
Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not
known sin but by the law; for I had not
known lust except the law had said, Thou
shalt not covet.” (Rom. vii, 7.) To the
Corinthians the same Apostle writes and
speaks of the same law, calling it *the min-
istration of death, written and engraven in
stones.” (2 Cor. iii, 7). This. was none other
than the Ten Commandments, It is called
« the ministration of death,” and of “‘con-
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domnation,” becsuse through it men cume to
a knowledgo of gin and condemnation. ¢ For
I was alive without the law once ;3 but when
the commundment came, sin revived and 1
died, nnd the commandment which was or-
dained to Jife I found to be unto death,”
(Rom. vii. 9-10). Now this * ministration
of death written and engraven in stones was
glorious,” and in 2 Cor. i, 11, it is written,
“TPor if that which was done amuy was
glorioug, much more that which remuineth
i glorious.”

“T'hat whicli was done away,” or ¢‘ abolish-
ed,” was the Inw of commandments writien
and engravon in stones 3 and that which re-
maineth is the ¢ ministration of the Spirit
which is rather glorious.” TFrom all these
Seriptares we learn that the ¢ law of Moses ”
of Acts xv., the dead ** husband ” of Rom.
vit,, the ¢ schoolmaster” of Gal. iii , and the
““ ministration of death ” of 2 Cor, iii, is one
and the sume thing, and is the only law that
contains the obligation of the Sabbath.
And ns it has been clearly shown that this
law was given only to the children of Israel,
and that only till’ Christ should come ; and
that when Ile did come he **took it out of the
way, nailing it to Iis cross,” we reach the
conclusion that the fourth commandment is
not,binding on us as Christinuns,

But we are now under Christ, of whom
Moses spoke when he said, ‘¢ A Prophet shall
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your
brethren like unto me, Him shall ye hear.”
(Acts vii. 87). Every purely morul principle
found in the Ten Commandments Christ has
taught in the New Covenant. We are not
compelled to go to the old commandments
to learn that we must not steal, nor lie, nor
covet ; for all of these, and much more that
the law says nothing about, are found in the
Gospel of Christ, or in the ‘ ministration of
the Spirit.” When the apostles were sent
out to teach all nations they were to teach
what Christ had taught them, On these
conditions the Lord promised to be with
them always. (Matt. xxviii, 19-20). As we
follow the teaching and practice of these
apostles we find that they never commanded
the disciples they made to keep the Subbath,
nor do we ever find the disciples meeting on
the Sabbath-day for worship after Christ rose
from the dead. But on the contrary, every
time we find the disciples congreguted it is
on ‘‘ the first day of the week,” the duy our
Lord rose from the dead. When Puul went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath-dny the
congregation was made up of unbelieving
Jews and sometimes Gentiles ; but whenever
we read of the disciples meeting for worship
it is ulways on ‘“the first day of the week.”
(Acts. xx. 7).  What the apostles taught and
practised they did as they were guided by

the Spirit.
E. C. Forb.
Westport, April 21, 1886,

HE HUMBLED HIMSELF,
—

More than eighteen and a half centuries ago three
crosses were raised on Calvary, This was an event
in the history of time' important above all others to
every member of the human family, because it
touched the well-being of all.  On each of the three
crosses was & victim nailed and raised between the
beaveus and the earth. They all died as malefactors.
Onbe on cither side died for his own sins—transgres-
sions; but the victim on the cross which stood be-
tween had done no wrong. His acts were blame-
less, His speeeh pure, His mind and heart the
fountains whence flowed good-will and blessing to
the children of sorrow, poverty and pain. He also
died for sins—but not his own. God’s Jaw found
nothing in His nature in conflict with its holy pre.
cepts. His earthly judge pronounced Him innocent
—but delivercd Him to die. If this has a parallel
in history, we know it not.

*Sin {8 the transgression of the law.” (1 John
fii.4) Sinbad ontered into the world and death
had followed in its traiu; hence the race was lost if
no redemption was provided. Sin bronght death
and death passed upon all—even the little innocents
who bad not broken Ged’s law, came under the
peoalty, and so many such pass into the grave; but
they go there without any demerit of their own,
beeause of the sin of another; they shall riso ngain
without nny merit of their own, because of the
righteousness of another—Jesus; the Prince of Life,
tho Lamb of God has taken away thesin of the
world.

But all who have been and all who are now
living in sin, ctime, rebellion agaiost God, how
are they to be restored to fellowship with the
Ilony Ox¥, delivered from sin, its guilt and power,
and redeemed from the power of the grave—tbe
grasp of death?

There is only one way of returning into feliow-
ship with God, and that is through the Lord Jesus
Christ.  He honored God’s law; His holy life was
in unison with its requirements, In its holiness, it
was contrary to our sinful nature, and so beeause
it was holy and stoorl by the authority of God, it
was the “law of sin and death,” Tt condemned the
sinner, It had no power to give life heeause of the
sinfulness of ournnture, Paul says: ' It was wenk
through the flesh,” Then, God sent forth His Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and as an offering for
sin, &e. Rom, viii. 8.

When He was made an offering for sin, being
nailed to the Roman cross, He took that out of the

way which must forever condemu the sinner, and'

opened up the way by which God could be just and
yet the justifier of him who believeth in Jesus.

It would be well for the saint of God to allow his
mind to dvell much on the goodness and love of
the Author of the plan of salvation —that which
made it possible for God to suve ¢vory member of the
buman family .who will come to Him by the new
and living way which e has opened up. I doubt
not if we could understand in all its fulness the
utter helplessness of our race and hopt lessness of
the lost condition of men, when following their
own desires and guided Ly their own wisdom, (?)
and theo see as God sees, or even as He bhas re,
vealed it. the great plan by which he would diaw
men from their rebellion into holiness and com.
munion with ITimself; and sce, further, the glory
which surrounds the Eternal Throne, and laid
aside by the Redeemer, who by passing through
scenes of sorrow, suffering, humiliation and death,
prepared the way of leading many sons into glory
and eternal joy; methioks it would fill our minds
and hearts und tonuzucs with wonder, love and
praise.”

“In the beginning was tbe Word. and the Word
was with God and the Word was God.” (John i. 1).
“The Word was made flesh,” cte.—first step in
humiliation. Fe took not on Him the nature of
angels, but the sead of Abrahawm,

In human flesh. & Babe in Bethlehem, burdened
with sorrows, acyuainted with griefs, poor as the
poorest—not where to lay His head. Being reviled
He reviled oot again,

Many bard things were said of Him: a wine-
bibber, an imposter, a blasphemer, a fricnd of pub-
licans and sinners. He bore it all meekly. Why?
Because, although He was pure as God is pure, the
worst which was said of Him was true of vthers,
aud He was bearing it for them —for us! The Lord
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. The reproaches
due to othiers fell on Flim, and covered Him with
shame. Passing down through all the stages of
humiliation, poverly and shame, he finally came to
the lowest depths, submitting meckly to cven the
death of tho cross—the death of a slave, who, even
as a slave, i3 considered unworthy of the privilege
of living.

From being higher than the highest of all created
beiugs—He being the Creator of sll—He stooped
88 low as the lowest that He might lift the low,
and by actuul experience, be ablé to sympathize
with all in whatever condition in life they might be
found; therefore, the wretched, the sinful, even

the outcasts among men need not despair, for the
way is prepared from the very lowest condition
in lifo up to the throne of the loving Father, and
all may come buck to the God of infinite merey.
The vilest mnay be washed-—-1he most (iithy may be
cleansed, There is ample provision made by Him
who was made perfect through sufferings, and is
able, willing and desirous to lead many sous unto
glory,
¢ Thero is a tountsin filled with blood,

Drawn from Imaanuel’s veins,

And sinnera plunged beneath the flood

Loso all their guilty staius..”

** Come then, with all your wants and woes
Your every burdea bring.”

Our great High Priest is able to save to the utter-
most all who come to Him, 0. B. EMgnry.
Moantague, P, I, I

CORRESPONDENCE.

FROM SOUTH LAKE WEIR.

Dear Eprror,—I have no doubt many readers of
the Cnrisrtan will be pleased to hear from- us in
this far-distant land Florida, and through your col-
umns I thought I would pen you o few lines. Itis.
now about six months since we Jeft Ialifax.for
Boston, and while there we went to the Christian
Chapel and beard a Bro. Brooks from Missouri
preach; also met Bro. Garrison, the resident
preacher there.  Wo were taken all through the-
building by Bro. Haney. Truly the brethren: have.
u fine house of worship in that great city. After
spending a few days there we took the train for-
Gult, Ontario —stopping off to view onc of the
wouders of the world, the great Nisgara—arriving
at Galt, we soon found our beloved Bro. Alex.
Hume, who very kindly reccived us into his house,
where we remained about two months sowing the-
good sced, a notice of which was sent you by Bro.
Smith, and which no doubt appeared in the Crnis-
11aN.  But the time came when we had .to take the
parting haud with these dear brethren, amidst
many tears, not knowing whether we should ever
meet again until thet glorious meeting above, but
commending them to God and the ward of His:
grace, Weo bade them farewcll. From letters re-
ceived we rejoice to know that thoy are growing
strong in the Lord, and sounding out the Word of
Life in that town.

We resumed our journey with the prayers of
those we had left behind for our safety, and arrived.
in New York and called to see Bro. B. B. Tyler
and in the evening accompanied him to the Christian. .
Chapel, where the brethren met for yrayer. They
have a very flue house of worship, which Bro.
Tyler conducted us through. ILeaving New York
we arrived at Jucksonville, Fla. We put up at the
same hotel where Brother and Sister Blenus boards,,
-and in the cvening accompanied Sister B. to the
hnll where the Disciples hold their mectings. We
found a few who had come together for prayer and’
exhortation. Bro Chandler led the meecting, as-
Bro. Blenus was absent from the city. As we were
leaving we met Bro. B. returning. We resumed
our journey and arrived at South Lake Weir on the
lust night of the old year, 1885. Our hearts were-
lifled up in thanksgiving to God our Hcavenly
Father for Iiis merciful care over us while journey-
ing (o this lund.

On the first day of the year Mr. Foster, proprictor
of 1hie hotel, drove us through his beautiful orange-
groves, and it was a grand sight to behold several
bundred acres of trees w1l bearing fruit.  But, ah
how uncertuin everything here! for just about one-
weck after this there came a cold wave, which in
two or three nights destroyed most of the oranges,
and in maoy instances the trees also, but es-.
pecially the lemon trees. The loss by this frost has .
been very great in Florida this year; it is sald: the--
like has not been knewn for over 80 years. But it

has taught the people of Florida a lesson not so-de..
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‘pend entirely on their orange culturo, but to go
‘more into the cultivation of vegetubles, cte.

After a few days we found some brethren about
three miles distant from here, and we went out and
1 spoke to them in the school-house. I found that
“these brethren were not coming together to remnem-
ber the Lord except when a preacher comes along;
this is an ovil to-duy 1hat is growing among the
Disciples of Christ. We visit these brethren oc-
-<casionally and render them all the help in our

_power.

We were permitted to attend a missionary meet.
ing of the Christians held at North Lake Weir,
‘some ten miles distaut from here, and formed the
-acquaintanco of Bro. Streator nnd Bro. Roulhane,
Evavgelists; also Bro. Pendleton, of Bethany Col-
lege. We cnjoyed s pleasant visit among these
brethren, and they scemed glad to meet us. I
-expect to visit the brethren at Oxford, next Lord’s.
‘day, and speak to them,

The friends are quite anxious that we should
locate in Floriaa, but as my bealth has not improv-
-ed much, we think of returning to Nova Scotia for
tho summer at Jeast, and hope to sce many of our
~dear fricuds again.

Your brother in the hope of eternal life.

Hexnry Canson.

South Lake Weir, Marion Co., Flaiida,
April 15, 1886 }
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FROM JACKSONVILLE.

Drar ChnisTiaN,—My Hrst year with the breth-
Ton of this city is closing. At a business mecting
-of 1h9’ church recently held the writer was upani-
mously and enthusiastically called to continue his
1abors with the church lere, and fecling that a con-
"tidaation of the present line of work and thought
gave prospects of excellent work for another year,
‘the fnvitation-to remaln has been accepted. Other

‘fields ave inviting, and it may be that commensur-
ate with the labor expended, other fields might

give greater-success; but it is, in our opinion, a
great mistake-for 4 preacher to leave a ficld of labor
just-when, by an acquaintance with his surronnd-
ings, he s best-able to accomplish much work.
Jacksonvillo being a bealth resort affords aun ex-
cellent opportunity of meeting and becoming
acquaioted with brethren from other places Our
brethren from many of our Northern and Western
States have been well represented in our city during
the past winter. Scarcely a Lord’s-day has passed
that we have not had some prerching brother in
-attendance, and upon more than one occagion
-several. Among those who have visited us, have
“been, of tho miaistry, Bros. Peodieton, YMopkins,
Richardson, Brown, Harding, Mullins, Sewell,
iHickock, Taylor, Flowers, Roulbac, Shepherd,
Manire and Tout, while many other promiuent
Jbrethren from our churches throughout Olio, Ken-
tucky, Indians, and the north and west have, from
time to time, drop; ed in upon us, and by their sub-
.stantial cbeer have gladdened our hearts and
strengthened onr ties of Christiun love and affection.
After some delay nod no little trouble, we have now
sccured for our new house of worship one of the
most eligiblo lots in the city. corner of Pinc and
Beaver strects, and will in a short time, we trust,
o able to occupy our new ground. The writer has
preached three times every Lord's-day and taken
active part in two Sunday-schools, besides much
-extra preaching during the year. In all we have
had about forty udditions. As the heated season
:appronches most of our city churches make arrange-
‘ments to close their doors for about two montbhs,
This we a8 a church did not do last stmmer; but it
may be that a short vacation will be taken this
summer by tho writer to visit friends and cscape the
torrid hent of & Florida midsummer. Florida sum
aners are 4 little enervaling, especially that portion
of the day from 11 to 2 o'cluck, but yet sun-strokes
are unknown here; and it is o question whether
our sutmmers are more suhject to extreme heated
seasons than latitwdes much farther north. Itis
not the extreme heat, but the constant and unrerit-
ting,-uneuding summer that sometimes makes onc

feel that 2 change for a few weeks would be enjoy-
abie.

I would like, Mr. Editor, at some future time to
send to you, for the delectation of your youny
readers, & few extracts from my diary, written dur-
ing & short camping expedition to the extreme
southern portion of this State, far below civilization,
in the vicinity of old Lalie Okecchobee, in the
welrd, wild, and game-stocked vicinity of the cver-
glades, where bear, panther, wild-cat, deer and
other denizens of o Floridian forest roam undis.
tuarbed and at will; while sea and sky teem with
fish wnd fowl of every description and every hue;
and where the Seminole Indian, driven by the on.
ward sweep of our irresistible civilization, sulkily
chafes under the rstraint of his ever-narrowing en.
vironments, anii with a lowering countenance and
de p-drawn guttural groan, sighs as to his memory
rushes the thouglts of the past when, under the
leadership of his beloved Osceola, he scoured the
wilds of bis peninsula home; or, after the heat of
the chase, reclined under the inviting shade of the
primeval forest. Your brother,

T. . BLENUS.
Jacksonville, Florida, April, 1880,

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

NEW BRUNSWICK,

8T. JOHN ITEMS.

Conura St. Cnurci.—Lord’s day services at 11
A M, and 7 p. M. Sunday-school at 215 r. M.
Young Pcople’s Meeting, Tuesday cvening at 8.
General Prayer Meeting, Thursday evening at 8.
Brothren visiting the city cordially welcomed, The
Ladics’ Sewing Society meets every Wedunesday
evening at 6.

Oune addition by confession and obedience since
Jast report.

Brethren Gates and Murray pald us a visit on
their way through our City. We are always glad
to welcome these brethren.

We regret theloss of some of our brethren who
have lately moved away from our City, but trust
wherever they may be their usefulness will not be
lost to the cause of Christ. )

The Ladies’ Atd Society beld their regular meet-
ing on Thursday lust. There was & good gethering
considering the busy time of year. The receipts
were fully up to the average.

DBACK BAY.

The work of the Lord is still going forward,
Men end women are being * born-again”  Three
wecks ago I visited Blise’s Island, where a good
brother and sister of this church live, anad held a few
meetings. The result was that seven persons, hear-
ing, believed, and were immersed; and two who
had strayed away from the fo'd returned. We had
avery happy time. Although there are only six

familics on the islend, as many as sixteen took part |’

in the exercises. May the blessing of God our
TFather be with them.  On Lorid’s-day they all pre-
sented themsélves for mermbership and received the
hand of welcome.
J. A. GaTes.
Aypril 21st, 1886.

LE TETE.

Last week I finished the time for which 1 was
engaged with the church here and at Back Bay,
and Bro. W. Rideout came to labor on in the-good
cause. There sccmed to be a desire among the
people for me to remain another week, aud after
asking wisdom from on high as to what I had better
do, T deeided to remain. We wet Friday evening
in our social meeting, and one confessed her faith
in Christ as the Son of the Living God. We had
another confession on Sunday eveniug, two more
on Mouday, two on Tuesday, and oune to-day at the
baptism. The interestis apparently on the increase.
The friends scem unwilling for me to leave. X .will
probably remain over Lord’s-day. Bro. Rideout is

much encournged in enterlng upon the work there.

May the Lord abundantly bless him in his labors
with the peopls of Le T'ete and Back Bay, and may

he have many souls for his hire. T understand that
Bro. P. D. Nowlan has heen engaged by some {n
Back Bay to preach for them a part of the time,
J. A. GATES.
Apil 21st, 1886,

LEONARDVILLE.

We visited this church in company with Bro.
William Murray, remaining over one cvening.
Bro. Willtam preached in the evening to a fine
congregation, The church is still alive aad having
grand meetings, All the late converts are active,

This church is wlso in need of a preacher. Who
can be found? M.
L NOVA SCOTIA.
TIVERTON.

Wo closed our meeting in Tiverton three wecks
ago; and though we are not able to repart ndditions
from the world, we can say that our meeling was a
good one. The bhrethren are greatly strengthenéd
and encouraged to work on, belleving that in the
near future fruit will be gathered from the good
secd sown. Quite a number who had unbapplly
wandercd from heme, were bronght buck to thelr
father’s house, and are now workiug in hurmony
with the church.

The Women's Aid Sqcicty is still keeping up its
work with interest unabuted. The outiovk for the
future success of the work in Tiverton is .en-
couraging. E.C. Forp,

WESTPORT.

The regular meetings at Westport arc being kept
up with fine interest. We had one addition by
baptism last Lord’s-day. We shall lose & number
of our cnngregation this summer, as several of our
brethren have gone from home, and several are yet
zoing. But these changes ave going on coutinually,
and we must gracefully submit to the inevitable.

The friends of the preacher and his wife did not
forget their double birthday, which falls on the
22nd of April, but come in on us in force, Lringing
the needfu) with them in abundiece. Quite o large
company gathered at the parsonage on this vceasion.
After partaking of the bountles prepared for the
occaston, and spending a few hours enjoyinyg such
soclal entertainments as wereafforded, the company
broke up, all feeling, judging from expressions, that
a pleasant cvening hnd been ‘enjoyed. We canvot
but feel that if there was more of the social umong
our brethren it would be much pleasanter for both
preacher and people. The brethren in these parts
have done much in this direction to make us feel
that we were among friends. These are pleasant
reunions, and lighten many a burdén which would
otherwise be hard to carry. E. C. Foub.

MAINE,

EAST MACIHIAS.

We returned to this place afier leaving St. John,
and rewained two wecks. There were four bap-
tisms and another confessiorf the last evening of the
meeting. The house would not hold the people: on
Sunday evening some were not sdle to find ad-
mittance.

The church has engaged Bro. William Murray
another year. Every prospect for continuted success
is very encouraging. When Bro. William weunt
there, six months ago, he found a very few who
were attending the worship. Now there areseventy
members who are in good standiug; ahout twenty
have been baptized. The brethren there are very
happy over the success. H M

LUBKC.

The church lere is without a preacher. They
want a good man among them. They are few, and
yet are ready to sacrifice whatever is necessary to
sustnin the cause in Lubec. They havo repaired
the church house; it i3 now & rmodel of neatness.

H.M
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EDITORIAL.

1 WILL GIVE THEE THE HEATHEN FOR TIINE
' INHERITANCE.

The 8th verse of the second Psalin is sometimes
quoted in favor of the final salvation of all men,
which view, however, is utterly refuted by the 9th
verse. To break with a rod of iron ané dash in
picces like a potter’s vessel would be a strange
description of cternal salvation. Others regard it
as s prophecy of the millennium, and many pray
for the time when the Saviour will have the heathen
for His inheritance and the uttermost parts of the
carth for IIis possession. But the 9th verse is
cqually fatal to this interpretation.

The frequent allusions in the New Testament to
the sccond Psalm assist us greatly in understanding
it.  *“Why do the heathen rage and the people im-
agioe a vain thing. The kings of the earth set them-
selves, and the rulers take counsel together against
the Lord and against His anointed saying, let us
break their bands asunder and cast their cords from
us,” &e, &e. The Jews, God’s national people,
would say: “This is the heir, come let us kill Him
and secize His inheritance.” They would also stir up
the rage of Gentiles against Iim, though they had
no fixed purpose, only as they yielded to Jewish
counsel. Jews plotted and Gentiles raged against
the Lord and Iis Christ. Jewish counsel ran thus:
We will be the spiritual leaders of the world, and
you Romans will have the whole temporal power
when we destroy ¥im who claims to be the Son of
Goad and the rival of Cesar.

From the 4th of Acts we learn that this prophecy
was fulfilled in ITerod and Pilate with the Jews and
Gentiles. Pilate found iu Jesus no fault at all, but
to please a mob led by Jewish priests he consented
to Ilis crucifixion andeaged against Him as follows:
“Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify
thee and power torelease thee?” Buthow was their
counsel regarded? ¢ He that sitteth in the heavens
shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision.”
He spared the nation long enough to pardon all that
repented, and to give the incorrigible ample means
to vent their malice and display their folly in per-
secuting the disciples. At length the conspirators
turned upon ecach other with deadly hate. The
Romans destroyed more than a million of Jews with
the sword, and with fire and famine burned their
““ beautiful house” and scattered the survivors o be
8 perpetual by-word and a repronch among ‘““all
nations.”

When the Jews thus lost their power to persecute
the disciples of the Lord the Romans raged against
them with increasing bitterness. Finding that
sword and fire could not exterminate them as it had

the Jows, and that they were engaged inan unequal
contest, it seemead only to intensify their determina-
tion to sweep them from the carth, DBut every
martyr of Jesus gathered new converts, and thus
demonstrated the attractive powor of the cross,
Many among the spectators witnessed in tho flames
even delicate females, praising their Redeemer and
praying for their murderers, and their hearts were
touched with the love of Jesus. Tho Saviour who
could inspire His followers with such a love for
their enemies, and could unsting such a death and
transform it into the certain gate to deathless glory
was the Saviour for them, and ““ the blood and ashes
of the martyrs became the seed of the chureh.”

And mighty Rowme herself was in the zenith of
her glory when she took counsel with the Jews
against the Lord and His anointed, but in her at-
tempts to carry out that counsel she wasted her
strength and tarnished her glory until * The decline
and fall of the Roman Empire” became an import-
ant subject for the historians of the world. From
this let all know tho fate of those who oppose the
Lord and IIis Christ. Let Jews and infidels tell if
they can how it was that David could so completely
foretell these strange and unexpected events a thous-
and years in advance.

The Lord bhaving thus disposed of His enemies,
tells us how He would treat Iis Christ.  He forsook
Him when dying & sacrifice for sin, but meets Ilim
at the opening sepulchre to publish His great secrets
respecting Him.  *“Thou srt my Son, this day have
I begotten thee.” (Acts xifi. 83.) *“Let all the
angels of God worship Hiin.” (Ieb. i. 5, 6.) Let
the thrones and principalities and powers that were
created by Him and for Him (Col. i. 16) adore Him
at His resurrection. ‘* Ask of me and I will give
thee the heathen thine inheritance and the utter-
most parts of the earth thy possession.” They were
His by creation and providence, but now doubly
dear to Him as the Father's gift after e bad -pur-
chased them with His blood. From that day Jesus
claims every man and woman on earth, having
bought them and received them from His Father.
Those who despise such a claim will be broken in
pieces like a potter’s vessel.

When the pascal lamb was killed the beginning
of the year was changed. (Ex. xii. 2.) When Jesus
died and rose again **Old things passed away and
all things became new.” Before this God suffered
all nations to walk in their own ways, though e
did good and gave them food and fruitful seasons.
(Acts xiv. 16,17.) *‘Thetime of thisignorance God
winked at, but now commandeth all mea every
where to repent,” &c., &c.  (Acts xvii. 80, 31.) Be-
fore His death Jesus sent His apostles to preach the
Gospel of the Kingdom (or the good news that the
kingdom was at hand) but forbade them to go
among the heathen or even among the Samaritans
who were partly heathen, but told them to go only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He did not
then claim the heathen, and sent no messages to
them, but suffered them to walk in their own ways.
How different after His resurrection! He tells His
disciples: ‘¢ All power in heaven and earth is given
unto me; Go y¢ THEREFORE and teach ALL Na-
TIONS,” &c., &e. (QMatt. xxviil. 20.) “Go ye into
ALL THE WORLD and preach the Gospel to
EVERY CREATURE. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be dsmuned.” (Mark xvi. 15, 16,)

Here Jesus sends His ambassadors cut to cultivate
the heathen for Himself. He is very particular to
leave out no part of the world nor any lost sinner
in it. e sends the message of love to every sinner
in such o way as to convince all that He died for
their sins according to Scripture, was buried and
rosc again the third day according to the Scripture.
(1 Cor. 15.) This is a message of infinitelove to all.
It is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth, &c, &e. It forever settles the truth
that Jesus died for every sinner, for He commanded
it to be preached to every sinner on earth.

But the heathen have not all heard that Jesus died
for their sins, althongh He commanded it to be
preached to them over 1800 yearsago. The apostles
and primitive Christians carried the news far and

wide among the heathen, but did not live long
enough to reach all the world, They, therefore,
had it faithfully written down for othersto carry it.
In our day many have been and are laboring to tell:
Jesus’ message to the heathen, Will the Chuistian
reader ask himself or herself, What am I doing to
tell the heathen the old, old story of Jesus and His
love? It nay be that we cannot do much, or it may
so appear to us,  But dowe feel confident that Jesus
will say of us: ‘‘They have done what they could?”
If we are doing little or nothing in this matter how
can w2 rest satisfied? There are now men and
women in heathen lands toiling to acquire their
language so as to tell thoin Jesus' message. They
are meeting with a measure of success. They want
more and more who are willing to go. Butitis
patent to all that more cannot go without money to
carry them, and that those who are now in the
field must stop the work unless they are supplied
by others. Shall we withhold the means and let the
work stop? Ort so far as we are concerned will we
refuse the heathen the Gospel?

Shall we whose spuls are lighted by wisdom fro.n on high
Shall we to men benighted the lawp of life deuy ?

It is exceedingly desirable that this matter be
affectionately and prayerfully considercd. Every
Churistian can do-something, however little, and God
accepts according to what & man hath and not ac-
cording to what he hath not. How blessed to have
cven a small part in a work so glorious! D.C.

T Scott Act contest is over and the Act de-
feated in our city but was carried in the County
and in the City of Portland. That our readers
abroad may have some idea (for within and around.
our city limits the people well know) of the un-
godly influences brought to bear against the Act,.
and that in coming campaigns they may be on the
alert lest, by similar tactics, the voice of justice
be smothered and the rights of our people out-
raged, we give the followmg

(1) The rum-party, apparently, were domo very
little, if anything—no public mectings—but quiet~
ly were slipping around to the store-keepers and:
merchants asking how they proposed to vote at the
coming election, threatening at the same time to.
sever all business transactions from those voting-
for the Act. )

(2) On the day of clection (dMonday, 19th) the
rum-party came out in full force, thoroughly or-
ganized, and with no searcity of moncy, and with-
in and without the various polling places had men
stationed who were perfectly acquainted with the
various schemes of clection days, by whichmen are
influenced to vote a given ticket, or, failing in this,
will persuade if possible the men to refrain from
voting, and what is worse than all, offer a financial
inducement to scoundrels to personate a man who..
has the right to vote.

(8) The temperance men (so-called) did not work,
of course there were a few who did, but as a class.
they did not. On the day of election they were
not organized. At several of the polling places
were men standing as guardians of the tem-
perance cause, who did not know the clectors
of their respective wards—-a knowledge of which
is necessary to prevent personation. This state of
things soon became known to the opponents of the
Act, and by them was quickly turned to their
(rum party) account. Yes, and we have it from
good authority that one or two of the men who
worked right along with the temperance committee:
until late Saturday night were found on Monday
morning with the electoral lists of the temperance:
party in their hands, working in the interests of
the rum party.  And when questioned as to their
course of action gave a reason which applied
equally as well to a great number of cases through-
out that day.

The ladies of the W. C. T. Union, previous to-
and on the day of election, worked hard and faith--
fully for the adoption of the Act. And they de-~
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scrve all praiso for their zeal and untiring cfforts
1o drive from our midst tho greatest evil of our age.
But the men, claiming to favor the Act, did not work
—somo afraid it would hurt business, others not
sure it would do good, quite & number were not
particular which side came out best, while a few
stood off feanful that the Scott Act would not be
carried. It is gonerally cONCEDED that if the men
had worked as faithfully as the temperance
women did the Act would have been cnrried by a
large majority.

(4) And last, but not least, citherin influence or
shame, four men—preachers!! from pulpit and
through the press argued, not simply against the
Scott Act but against Prohibition, and three of them
claimed that moderate drinking was Seriptural! We
trust the day is not far Qistant when these men will
sce the error of their wayand acknowledge publicly
that they wero mistaken, The mere fact of having
to @ man every rummic advocating the same things
(no prohibition and moderato drinking) should
cause these preachers to pauge and reconsider their
statements and ask themselves in the light of God’s
Word, can it be possible that in such company is
to be found the will of God?

Froy the Christian Standerd we learn that
Bro. R. W., Stevenson, who has been laboring in
8t. Thomas, Ont , has accepted a call from the
church in Mankato, Minn, He will commence
work in his now field about the beginning of this
present month. We feel confident that his efforts
to win souls for Christ will not meet with greater
success than that which attended him during his
labors among us, nor will he be more highly es-
tecmed and loved in any part of the world than in
these parts and especially by the people of his own
Province, Bro. Stevenson is aware of this and
would gladly labor among them, but tho health of
his wife is such that he deemed it necessary to
seek still further a change of climate. We sin-
cerely hope that the object soughtmay be attained;
and that in their efforts to build up the cause of
Christ, they may turn many from darknessto light
and from the power of Satan unto God.

Bro. Stevenson will not forget us, but through
the columns of the Cruristiax will every now and
again make himself known,

——

Tue Florida Times-Union after informing its
readers of a business meeting held by the members
of the Christian Church (Jacksonville), during
which arrangements were made looking to the
ercction of a house of worship on the lot recently
purchased, goes on to say: At the close of the
meeting, W. W. Smith, on behalf of the members
of the church, handed the pastor a check on one
of our city banks as a gift from his congregation,
and as an carnest of the Christian Jove and csteem
existing between Mr. Blenus and the members of
the church for which he labors. The pastor is
just closing his first year with his present charge,
but has been unanimously called to remain and
has consented to do so.

We rejoice to hear that the cause of Christ is
flourishing under the labors of our brother, and
we trust that the work will still go on and that the
love and esteem in which he isheld by his brethren
may grow stronger and stronger.

Wonp has reached us that William Crawford,
eldest brother of our editor, dicd very suddenly
at his residence, Middleton, P. E. I, on the 18th
of April. Bro. Crawford was iu his 78th year and
was converted under the preaching of the late
Alex. McDonald about forty-four years ago, and
joined the Baptist church of which he reranined a
member until his death. Although not personally
acquainted with him, we learn from those who
knew him that he had a feeling of love for all that

love our Lord Jesus Christ; and whenever oppor-
tunity afforded ho not only met with tho Disciples
but joined with them in the “dreaking of Iread,”
that he maintained o Christinn life till suddenly
called away.  May the blessing of God rest upon
the sorrowing friends, and the God of all comfort,
who comforteth us in all our tribulation, sanetify to
them this aflliction.

F¥rox a correspondent of P. E. 1. we learn that
Sister Crawford, wife of our editor, has been laid
up with bilious fover for threc weeks, though
getting much better, shois still (April 20th) very
wenk. 'Wo hopo soon to hear that she has fully
recovered, and able again to assist our beloved
brother in his work of faith and labor of love.

The same writer informs us that theie is much sick-
ness in and around New Glasgow, and that quite &
number of both old and young are dying. Among
those mentioned as being sick, but now convales-
cent, is the name of Bro. James Dickerson—the
mere mention of his name calls to our mind many
pleasant memories, and we trust that scon he will
bo able again to take his place in the church
and continue to exhibit his interest in the mission
work of the Island.

t

Bro. Forp at the urgent reyuest of his brethren
has recousidered his purpose of leaving his‘present
field, and has decided to labor on with the churches
at Tiverton and Westport. The success attend-
ing the cfforts of our brother has, no dobut, in-
fluenced him greatly to this decision.

Tne brethren of P. E. I, will be glad to hear
that Bro. H. L. Morrison, formerly of Summer-
side, where he obeyed the Saviour, but now preach-
ing in the States, is planning tospend two or three
months on the Island during the coming summer.

Tne Amnual Mecting of the brethren on P. E, 1.
will be held with the church at East Point com-
mencing the Saturday before the second Lord's
day in July.

Bro. MURRAY will remain another year with the
church in Milton and continue his labors in the
northern part of Queens County.

ORIGINAL  GONTRIBUTIONS.

SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF PRIAMI-
TIVE CHRISTIANITY.

oo

M. B. RYAN.

1 propose in this paper briefly to look at some of
the characteristics of Christianity asit is presented
in the teaching and work of its first advocates;
and thus to present the ground and justification of
some practices which the majorily of men ia this
day account peculiar.

I. PriMiTIvE CHRISTIANITY ASSOMED THAT
GOoD'S PROVISION AND WORK FOR HUMAN REDEMP-
TION WERE COMPLETE UNTIL MAN ACTED IN HI8
owN INTEREST. Hence, instead of praying to God
to do something more for man, the apostles prayed
to men tobe reconciled to God.  (II Cor. v. 11-20.)
The cfforts of Peter on Pentecost and in the house
of Cornclius; of Philip in Samaria and in the
chariot of the cunuch; of Paul by the riverside
and in the jail in Philippi, were all dirccted not
toward God, but toward the people. Instead of
praying to God to do something for sinners, they
preached to sinmers to do something for them-
selves. The only recorded prayers of the apostles
were for blessings upon themselves or for men
already Christians, (Sce Acts i, 24-25, iv. 20-80,
and viii. 15.) '

The apostles procceded on tho assumption that
God is willing to act and ready to forgive. But
that e can not save & rational being as you would
save o log from the burning: that there must bo
the assent of the mind, the submission of the will,
the outreaching of the heart, the hunger and thirst
After righteousness, before God ean savo and satisfy
the soul. And so the apostles went out to preach
the word, wield the sword of the spirit, and thus
to work these changes in men,

II. Wuexy MEX WERE INDUCED TO ACT, AND:
ASKED WIfAT THEY SHOULD DO, THEY WERE TOLD
AT ONCE WHAT THEIR DUTY was. This isa re-
markable feature of early Christianity. Men were
directed into a specific course of action. In this
connection it is noticeable that they wero never
told to pray. There is not a caso on record where
an apostle ever told an alien sinner to pray. And
why? DBecause prayerindicates that you want God
to do something for you more than He has aircady
dene: while the apostles knew full well that God.
had done all for the alien sinner which He would
do until that sinner acted for himself. So if men
wanted pardon, they declared to them the con-
ditious of pardon named in the commission under
which they were acting. They commanded them
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ: to repent and
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of their sins. This was always done
directly. The case was too urgent to be delayed.
And so men were dirceted into an-immediate sur-
render to Christ, in obedisnce to the conditions
nomed in His proclamation of pardon.

III. No TEST OF FITNESS FOR BAPTISM WAS RE-
QUIRED EXCEPT FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST AND A
MANIFEST DESIRE AND WILLINGNESS TO OBEY HDM.
The Pentecostians gladly received Peter's words,
and three thousand were added the same day.
The Samaritans believed Philip preaching the
things concerning the Kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ, and were baptized both men
and women. The eunuch believed in and con-
fessed the Christ, and Philip immediately went
down into the water with him end baptized him.
Cornelius and his household were desirous of obey-
ing the Lord; they had their hearts purified by
faith, and Peter at once commanded them to be
baptized, Saul gave evidence of faith in Jesus,
and Ananias said to him: “Why tarriest thou?
arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.” The jailor
heard the word, believed, and was baptized the
same night.

Now it is alway safe to follow inspired example.
If, then, in my efforts for the conversion of the
world, T address myself to men, and endeavour to
convince, persuade, and move them, instead of
praying to God to be reconciled to them, this is a8
the apostles did.

If I tell inquiring sinners to Dbelieve in Jesus,
repent and be baptized for the remission of their
sing, I have apostolic precedent for it. Iam not
thereby unduly exbalting man’s work: I am not
making a hobby of baptism; clse theaposties were
guilty of the same things. If I baptize men on o
profession of their faith in Jesus, I am following
close on Philip's footsteps. If I require nothing
more of men buta solemn affirmation of their
faith in Christ, and of their desire and willingness
to obey Him, in order to baptism, it is because I
have no apostolic suthority for so doing.

1f Y assure men that when they comply with
these requircments they are saved from past sins
and are become children of God it is because God
has so suid in His Word,

By following, closely, apostolic example, our
feet rest on the solid rock at every step: we sce
above the smoke of the battle the banuer of our
Lord; and sbove the roar of the conflict we hear
His assuring voice.

Williamspott, Pa,, April 19th, 1836,
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ADDITIONS AND SUBSTITUTES.

In the April CumisTiax appears an article head-
cd * Substitutes,» by our esteemed Bro. Murray, in
which reference is nade to my letter in the March
number.  This was a private letter to Bro, M.,
who courteously replied, kindly answering my
questions (il et one) in consecutive order, i\l
saying, *“I agree with youinallof your questions;”
also proposing, if I had no objections, an investi-
gation through Tur Cunristran,  Being aware of
sumo diversity of sentiment among the brotherhood
of the Provinces, I could not in fairness object to
investigation through the ostensible organ of said
brotherhood. Agrecing to this proposition, I al-
lowed him to publish my letter, stipulating at the
same time that I would forward his answer for the
next issue. It hag not appeared. But an article
on *“ Substitutes” has—somehow—got substituted;
and I am somewhat disappointed, as I wanted to
rub off some of the ‘salient points,”

In the article before us, Bro. M, has fused all of
my questions into onc of his own, and answers
that, ‘Thus, * The question plain to beseen isthat
of ‘substitutes,’ 4, e, ‘Is it not wrong to adopt,
or to encourage the adoption of other plans as
substitutes to the Divine plan, and thus destroy
the Divine plan, and retard the return to apostohic
order?’” 'This, although in quotation marks, is
not my question. I wrote, *“Is it right to adopt,
or encourage the adoption of other plans in place
of, or in addition to it?" Bro. Murray's answer
to this was, ‘“Most cmphatically, Nol” A ques-
tion not of substitutes only, but of *‘additions and
substitutes.,” Now if those things in question are
used in place of, or in addition, to the ¢ Divine
plan,” they are pronounced wrong by Bro. M. and
by the Book. Please stick a pin right here.

In his article on the ¢‘Fellowship,” Bro M. has
shown that we have a prescribed * Divine plan,®
ample to meet ¢ All the wants of the cause.” ‘The
apostolic methods arc among **the things which
are written in the Book.” But a morbid craving
for something new takes possession of us (some of
us), and like Isracl, we want to be *like all the
nations.”  So something new is inzented or bor-
rowed, and added to or used for the swme purpose us
that which God hss given. Some new and novel
plan must be added to the Divine plan of contri-
buting our money to the support of the cause
Bro. M. says, ‘‘Yes, it is wrong to adopt any-
thing human in the place (mark the italics) of the
Divine.” Webster and Worcester both define
¢ place” to mean gffice. Then anything human used
in the afiice, that is, for the same purpose as the
Divine, is wrong. Avre nonc of the things or plans
in question thus used? Are not Christians work-
ing through some of these things instead of through
the church, to do the legitimate work of the
church? Of course they nre; and if so they are
adopting human things in place of the Divine. An-
other pin nere,

You have shown the Lord's plan of contributing
our money for the support of the cause is to give
on the first day of the week as the Lord has pros-
pered.  That this ¢ Divine plan ™ is ample to meet
all the wants (financial) of the cause, none dare
deny. It collects all the Lord enables to give.
Wisdom Divine ordained thisplan. It is suflicient,
Then why invent another; why substitute or add
a human plan? This Divine plan, let it be noted,
will collect all that can be given for the love of
God or for the sake of the cause. All given from
any other motive is an abomination to the Lord.
Hence any side show to draw money; anything
outside of the church, adopted by Christians,
which has for its object the pumping of money for
the support of the cause, is wrong. Our duty as
disciples of the Great Architect of the chureh is
not to improzzon the Divine plan of church polity,

‘The right person and a wrong person, or the right
thing and a wrong thing, may both occupy the
same oftice at the smne time; and then one is gen-
unine and the other a substitute, oven while the
right thing is not wholly discarded or **left out.”
While the temple was yet ¢ in its place” (mark the
italics), Jeroboam ‘‘organized ™ n substitute in
Bethel,

*Ile who prays and studics the Bible during the
week is not substituting anything in the Divine
plan.” Of course not, for this is in the plan. We
have precept and example for this; and this we
should have for all we do religiously. e who
gives, not on Wednesday evening, but *ton the
first day of the week,” as the Lord has prospered
Lim follows the Divine plan, But he (or she) who
adopts some other way and time of giving, cannot
give as the Lord has prospered on the first day of
the week. A ‘‘salient point ” right here, Bro, M.
1f a brother (or sister) gives on the first day of the
week as the Lord has prospered them, how much
will they have left to give by any other arrange-
ment?

*Is it wrong to contribute at other times and
places because we have it in our regular worship?”
Ans.—Because we have ¢¢it,” <, e, the giving of
all the Lord cnables us to give, in our regular
worship, it is wrong to dnvent and adopt other
regular ways and times. Beeause they substitute
and 244 to the Lord's plan, and »ob the fellowship,
“But is it wrong to have our giving well organ-
ized or systematized? ¢ Qur giving organized
I am unable to nnderstand; but ‘*systematized ™
is sensible and wise. Infinite wisdom has done
this for us, The attempt to improve on His sys-
tem is surely presumptuous, I know of no better
‘““organized company of brothers or sisters for the
purpose of giving » than a church of Christ, The
Scriptures recognize no other,  We need no other.
This is assumed but never proved by those who are
set for the defence of these things. The work
done in what are called Sunday-schools and Bible
classes, 7. ¢, *studying God’s word,” is right,
and authorized at all times and places. But there
is no analogy between this and ‘¢ organized  so-
cietics of Christians, distinct from the church,
with regularly-clected officers with high-sounding
titles, ctc., for doing the work of the church.

T am set for the defence of the Gospel, and plead
for a return to apostolic order. We are not in-
debted to Rome or any one of her daughters for
anything that *‘pertains to life and godliness.”
The Scriptures will ¢ thoroughly furnish us unto
every good.” We shall not lack Ly adhering to
Bible things and Bible names for Bible things.

In his article on the ‘‘Fellowship,” Bro. M. has
shown that the Lord dirccts us how to ¢ contribute
of our means to the support of the church,” and
to ‘““meet all the wants of the cause.” He now
labors to prove that the J.ord never directs how to
do anything., Not even how to be baptized. I
thought the disciples of Wesley had a copyright of
this argument. It is hardly fair for Disciples ot
Christ to use it without acknowledginent. And I
had, somchow, got the impression that the Lord is
zery preeise in both telling and showing how to do
his commands. I very much fear that the rescue of
some pet has caunsed this change of base.

Yes, yes, my dear brother, we need more ¢ kind
and carnest words of caution and warning against
the evil of making our own ideas of right the rule
and. standard of action;" and trying to get * our
own™ little pet idols in, *“and thus sow the sced of
strife and discoid.” We can never convert the
world, or even unite, on ‘¢ our own ideas.” ‘This
is why we plead so earnestly for a close adherence
to the ideas of the Holy Spirit.

¢ When certain methods of Christinn work pro-
duce good results, we may be certain they are in,

the line of New Testament truth,” cte. Why this

but to wait also on the Lord in his appointments. | is the very argument used for what is called *In-

fant Baptism,” the *‘‘Mourner’s Bench,” cté.
Undor this very same kind of reasoning the In-
quisition flourished, and the Auto.de-fe. O,
brethren, let us haste to return to primitive faith
and practice.
D. McDoucary,
Riverside, April 17, 1886,

-

THE FAITII THAT SAVES.

—

BY IRA C. MITCHILIL,

A learned brother, in an anessay in ‘the March
number of 2'%he Disciple, gives us this definition of
faith: “Faith then, iz the mental faculty thick
Jinds its true and spécinl function in the apprehension
of the supernatural.”  As this writer declares it to
be ““a primitive, original and innate facuity of the
mind,” it must be something entircly different from
the Faith of which the Apostle Paul speaks when
he says, ¢ Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
the Word of God,” unless this Apostle was guilty-of
‘“a momentury lapse of memory,” such as Bro, G.
W. Longan, snother of our “‘advanced » thinkers at-
tributes to ‘ that disciple whom Jesus laved,” im
a lecture recently published in the 3rd volume of
The Missouri Christian Lectureskip, At any rate,
s common man feels safer if he stands tp the Apostle,
and puts his trust inthat sort of faith which comes
through ‘“belief of the truth,” rather than the
‘““inpate ” kind, If any mun is in possession of
the ¢ faculty ” of ** innate fuith,” it is to be pre-
sumed that there is no danger of his faith being
¢t overthrown,” unless he becomes insane, This
cssny is not designed as a criticism, but simply to
present the teaching of the Seriptures for the in-
struction of those who have not been so fortunate
as to be born with the faculty of faith, and conse-
quently are compelled to obtain their faith in the
old way—Dby the hemingof the Word. Thelearned
author of this new definition of faith, takes issue
with the proposition that faith-and belief are the
same, and relies on John xii, 42-43, for the proof:
“Among the chief rulers many believed on Him,
but because of the Pharisees they did not confess
Him.” Now, if these dignitaries had possession
of the ¢ innate faculty  of fuith, they would have
been bound to confess Him?  If belief in Christ i
the sameo as faith, why did they not confess Him? "
To a common, unlearncd man, who rclies on the
Apostles, the answer is at hand: they did not be-
licve with the heart, for *‘with the heart man
believeth unto rightcousness.” (Rom. x. 9-10).
This leads us to enquire what is meant by the word
‘‘Heart” when thus employed. Clearly iU is to
be understpod metaphorically, and by the rule of
the usus loguendi we obtain an explanation of the
metaphor,

Tlie prophet Isainh, foretelling the condition of
the unbelieving Jews, in laaguage quoted by our
Lord, (Mat. viii. 15), and by the Apostic Paul,
{Acts xxviii. 27), says: ‘‘For the heart of this peopie
is waxed gross, and their cars are dull of hearing,
and their eyes have they closed; lest they should
sce with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with theit heart, and should be con-
verted and I'should heal them!” It isas plain that
the word ¢ Heart” in this passnge designate3 the
understanding of man, as the cyes are what we
see with, or the cars what we hear with, If it is
never used by the inspired writers in any other
sense we are restricted to this meaning, and a mere
intellectual apprehension of the truth concerning
Jesus will satisfy the requirement, But we find
the Great Teacher, in his inaugural address, saying
to His disciples, ‘¢ Wheré your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.” (Mat. vi. 21.) Here the
term ¢ Heart” obviously signifies the affcections
or that ¢ innate faculty ” of the-soul- with which
human beings love objects. esteemed treasures,
Again, when Barnabas,. .the good man, camo to
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Antioch ¢ and had seen the grace of God, he was
glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of
heart they would cleave unto the Lord,” (Acts
xi. 28.) From this contextual associntion the term
*¢ Heart” is manifestly used to designate the will
of man, or that fuenlty of the soul with which we
determine, resolve, purpose. From these three
passages we obtain three obvious signifientions for
the term in itz metaphorical use by the Author of
the Bible, viz :

1. The understanding,

2. The aflections.

3. The will,

Under oue or the other of these divisions every
faculty, function and emotion of a luwan soul,
whether “ primitive, origina} and innate,” or ac-
quired, may be classifiecd. Numerous passages,
illustrative of ench meaning, might be cited, were
it dcemed necessary, but the interested reader can
pursue the subject at Jeisure, with the aid of a
concordance. ‘ )

If it be true that Philip replicd to the cunuch,
‘“If thou believest with «llthine beart thou mayest
(Acts viii, 37), the belicf of the truth that leads to
sanctifleation of spirit and ultimately to salvation,
(2 Thes. ii. 18.) involve the wholespiritual man;
the understanding, the affections and the will,
The darkened understanding must be enlightened,
the sordid and misdirected affections must be won
and turned heavenward, and the stnbborn and re-
bellious will must be subdued to Christ, by which
process the humble penitent is produced, who, in
the language of Paul exclaims, * Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do.»

‘Whether it is essential to salvation or not, that
we shall be possessed of a ‘primitive, original,
and innate faculty” of faith, I do not care to en-
quire, being fully assured that **If thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and flmlt
belicve in thine heart that God hath raised'him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”—Rom, x. 9.
‘“Whosocver believeth that Jesus is the Christ is
born of God;” (1 John v. 1), and to be born of
God is Dlessing enough for a common mortal,
without the endowment of the ‘“innate faculty®
of faith In the proposition that Jesus is the
Christ, demonstrated by his triumph over death,
is concentratea all moral power necessary to en-
lighten the understanding, captivate the affections
and subdue the will of the most hardened sinners,
if they will by attention to the gospel message
place themselves within its reach; hence says Paul,
“] am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth;” (Rom. i. 10.) that is, according
to modern learning, to every one who has the ¢ in-
nate mental faculty which finds its true and special
function in the apprchension of the supernatural.”
To a common man there is quite a difference be-
tween the language of an apostle and modern
culture; but I suppose they mean the same, The
“¢chief rulers™ who *“belleved on him» ‘‘loved
the praisc of men more than the praise of God,”
hence ‘“ they did not confess him, lest they should
be put out of the synagogue.” Their belief was
only of the intellect—their affections and their
wills were untouched.

——————

QUR NEEDS.

. »
—

Never was the demand for earnest, faithful
Christian labor in the fields of sin more imperative
than now. The cry for help can be heard all over
our land, There are many churches that neced
preachers with wise heads and cultivated hearts;
who are workers as well as talkers, It is quite
impossible for a church to prosper without a
preacher. A church may possibly eke out an cx-
istence: without a preacher or teacher, but it can
never be successful. We have at least twelve

churches in Nova Scotia, and only four preachers,
who are devoting all their time to the ministry of
the word, New Brunswick las six churches and
only threo preachers. Add to theso the many
places that are ready and anxious for the Gos.
pel, and are waiting for some one to point them
to fim who alone can save; we may then get some
iden of the great need of help among us. One
thing is positively certain, 4. ., unless a move is
mnde in this direction, to supply this demand, the
cause of Chriat must suffer loss. Wo cannot sus-
tain the present condition of strength and pros-
perity without additional help. The workers
must- cither increase or the work will decrease,
‘This subject onght to reccive special attention;
and shonld bLe agitated until every lover of the
Lord is alive to the importance of this nced. Iam
asked, right here, *“ How are we to get help ?
How can this demand be met? This question is
casier asked than answered  We bave been look-
ing to other countries for this supply; but there is
the same demand for good men in all countries.
We cannot offer the financial inducements that
others do.  We are left, therefore, to our own
resources for help. We must look to our own
young men and encourage them to put their hand
to the plough. It may be said that we have pot
the young men to encourage; but a second thought
will disabuse any mind of this mistake. These
three provinces have already supplied the United
States with twenty-seven preachers.  And they are
not alt gone yet; but they will keep going, how-
ever, until some special interest is taken in them
at home. We would like very much to get some
of our provincial brethren who are over the line
back again; but it is natural for us to labor where
we have been encouraged and fitted for the work.
We have good schools in our provinces, There is
no special need of sending our young men away
from home to educate them. Let our churches
take hold of this work, aud give our young men to
understand that we are ready to help them when
they are ready to help themselves; that is, we will
help them get the boat and the oars, but they
must do the rowing; and let them understand, at
first, that to succeed it will requirea hard ¢ pull.”
There arc many who are willing to ¢ go™ if they
don’t have to row. The lamented Garfield once
said that *‘In nine cases out of ten the best thing
that can happen to 2 young men is to be tossed
overboard and compelled to swim for himself or
sink. In all my acquaintances I have never known
one to drown who was worth saving."” The man
who has the right kind of metal will succeed when
he starts out in life; beeause he will always find
friends and helpers. A friend of the writer, who
is now a successful preacher, entered the Academy
in Worcester, Mass., with cight dollurs only. He
finished his education without a dollar in debt.
These are the kind who find fricnds everywhere.
The young man who stops to consider the financial
interest of the preacher’s calling had better keep
stopping While it is possible the preacher may
receive the lowest wages, it is certain he has the
highest of callings. Duty is the only considera-
tion that should be taken into the account. The
day that brings us duty will bring us friends,

Let the young brother whose heart is in .this
work take cournge and resolve to make n life-work
of preaching the gospel; sink or swim. Ifheisa
good young man he will naturally feel his lack of
ability ; but he must remember that the great secret
of success in life is in giving the whole heart to
the work ; that it is not art but heart that wins the

world.
H. MURRAY.

re———

t————

1t was a favourite remark of the gifted Richard
Fuller, ¢ Brethren of the ministry, break grammar
if you must, but whatever you do, besure to break
hearts.”

PEW RENTING.

The following is an extract from a sermon deliv-
ered in Trinity Church, Cincinnati, by Sam Jones:

“If I was somo of the mewmbers running a sord
of literary club, I would rent my pews -if I wag
running Christianity | wouldn’tdo it  Methodism
is as much out of place in rented pews ne a Georgia
cornficld darkey would be in the White Ilouse,
Ie's all right in the cornficld, and there he’s worth
‘his weight in gold; and you don't count for much
in the same proportion, for you've lost your grip
in this world and your power with God,
and you know it. God gave us Christianity that
runs with its own momemtum, and without all
these appliances.  That's what we need. A
Methodist that wouldn’t give more voluntarily to
his pastor than he would for his pew is a disgrace
to the church he Lelongs to, and the Methodist
who is seltish enough to pick out the best pew in
the house for himself and fumily, because he has
a little more money than some one clse, that man .
has sclfishness in him to damn him. That's about
the fact of the matter. TLet’s rent every pew in
this church and pay back rent, and then let's all
take the back seats, and give the sinners the front
ones; and if T was in this church and obliged to
rent a pew, I would rent thebest onein the church,
and I wouldn't let my daughter or my wife go into
it, but we would stand in the rearand give sinners
the pew. They will go to hell if something isn’t
done for them, and we cannot efford to let these
sinners be damned, Brethren of Trinity, wipeout
this shame, and abide your assessments like true,
gencrous Christian people. T love a Christian that
will divide his last nickel with God, and I love a
man who is gencrous to all people and generous
everywhere.

¢t Brethren, if you're ever damned, it will be on
account of money; mark what I tell you. Breth-
ren, these things ought not so to be., If T had the
money that ninc-tenths of your officinl board has
in Trinity Church, I would pay more than you did,
God knows, as sure as my n.me is Sam Joues!
Brother Joyce, you're never so- much with the
church until you get thestingy men off your beard.
M don’t know how many.you have, but hunt them.
down, and tree them, and smoke them out, and
burn ‘em up, A church with a libernl board of
stewards never has to rent its pews to get money
to run its preacher. ‘The stewards wanted me to
give you all Hail Columbia, but mine is a double
back-action concern that hits both wuys, and
they've got a little, you sece.

¢¢ There are some Christians in this city who are
everlastingly haviog visions and revelations, but I
can cat & pound of pork meat for supper and go to
bed and have more visions before daylight than
yout will have in ten years in your religion. ¢ Try
the spirits™—you are way off! ¢ Try the spirits.’ I
don’t want a Christian mao to begin to tell me
what sort of impressions and visions he is having,
but what I want to know is what God is doing for
him, I want him to carry bread and water to the
hungry, That's itl "—Atlantic Missionary.

QuiTe a number of persons will be surprised to
learn that more money is expended for the destruc-
tion of life than saving it. During the last thirty
years, war has caused in Christian nations the loss
of 2,060,000 men and $15,000,000,000; the yearly
expenditure of these nations on standing armies is
$2,500,000,000. And yct some think too much is
given to spread the principles of the Gospel of
peace through the world.

A Christian’s school has no vacations; his cam-
paign has no truces; his serviceno furloughs, He
must battle his way up to the conqueror's crown.
—T. L. Cuyler,
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Lioxs Apovr. —It is a dangerous thing to trifle
with a cold, .\ darkey preacher once told his
hearers that he thanked God that the devil went

about ns n roaring lion, secking whom he might
Ile might catch a poorfellow who didn’t

devour,
hnow that he wis near him, but when he heard the
roar he could get out of the way, if he didn’t he
deserved to die,  So when one hears the wheeze or
cough which tells of the old lion of consumption
lurking around, he should fly aud get Minard's
Linimont and use it frecly on the chest and take
Minard's Honey Balsam internally and get out of
the way of danger. These preparations arc well
known, having been tried for 80 years and are
acknowledged by all who use them to be unsur-
passed in their soothing and healing properties.

RECEIPLS IFOR APRIL,

Migs S, Bowen, $1.00; Miss E. A. Minavd, 50c.; Mrs,
Charles English, 50c.; Mrs. GGeo. A. Morchouse, 50c.;
Handford Outhouse, 50c.; Allan Minard, 50c.; éeorge
McKay, 50.; Mrs. 3. Arthur, 50c.; Mrs, J. Laird, 60c.;
Mra. W, Simpson, $1,00, Mrs. R. X5, Bagnall, 50c.; Geo.
A. Ferris, 50.; Geo. Stevenson, jr., 50.; Geo. Stovenson,
sr., 00¢.; Mrs, A. Gregor, 50c.; John Rogers, 50c.; Mrs.
M. Brown, §0c.; Ben). énbens. 50c; Malcolm Sabens,
50c¢.; Jesse Zei€ler, 50c.; Benj. Marshall, 50c.; Joseph
Shortliff, b0c.; Mrs. Wm, Dockerty, 50c.; David Laskie,
J0c.; Harding Brooks, b0c.; Mrs. Judw. Matthews, 60c.

MARRIAGES.

Matnews-MoManoN.—At the residence of the bride’s
'{\tit_her,\f\")ril 12th, by J. A. Gates, Judson Mathews to
isg Me

Miss inda MeMahon, All of LeTete, St. George,

McKixyonN-Moore.—At the residence of Mr, E. Camp-
bell, Montague, P, E, 1., April 16, 1886, by O. B. Emery,
Mr. Neil McKinnon and Miss Charlotte Moore, both of
Sturgeon, Xing's County,

MoMiLLAN-CLAREY.—At the residence of the officiat-
ing minister, Montague, March 30, 1886, by O. B,
Emery, Mr. John A, McMillen, Wood Islands, Queen’s
go.ﬁnnil Miss Sarah Clarey, of Sturgeon, Kings County,

-4

DEATHS.

CaMrBeLL. —Thursday evening, April 8, 1886, at the
residence of Mr, Brehaut, Montague River, Sister Ann,
relict of the late Bro. James C. Campbell, at the age of
. sixty-five, gave up the earth life for that *‘within the
vail,” leaving three sons and two daughters, one of
whom is wholly helpless, and was therefore entirely de-
pendent on her mother, which iakes this death a
peculiar loss, as none can fill the place of the departed
one tn the helpless'child,
Campbell confessed the Christ and was baptized into
him, since which timne her walk in life has been true and
faithful, bearing the (sometimes) heavy burdens of life
with meekness, patience and even cheertulness. Sosaid
one who now stands among the shades of the evening of
life, and who was the almust constant companion for
years of our departed sister. Lruly we should thank
God for the gospel of His grace and its trunsforming
power, and for him who is able to save to the uttermost
all who come unto God by Him.

¢ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.

O, B. EMERy.

Bibles & Testaments.
VARIOUS PRICES.
£a7 Sent by mail, prepaid, on reveipt of price.

Adidress,

BARNES & CO.,

PRINCE WILLIAM STREET
St. John, N B,

Wm. Murphy &Co

Pians

AND
ORGANS,

General Agents for

The Kacn Organs.

4. Charlotte strect, St. John, N, B.

About fifteen years ago Sister |

Etherington’s Adjustable Spring Bed.

—

Tho Spring Bed consists entirely of

‘STEEL SPIRAL SPRINGS,

which lock on the slats of a common bedstead ; making
a most DESIRABLE BED WITH BUT A SINGLE
, ALATTRESS, thus & eaving in the price of bedding,
"I'hey are the best laying, the most easy, most comfortable,
i mest elastic, the cleanest and the easiest cleaned, the
best ventilated (therefore the most healthy), the :nost
| durable, tho cheapest and the easiest ropaired, Most
‘.r\djustafjle, as it fits all bedsteads without regard to width
L or length, and is perfectly noiseless. It can be packed
in a trunk 16 inches square, so tho most portable; no
hiding place for vermin, nosagging to the centre, no slats
to becomo bent and remaining so, but can be adjusted to
the unequal weights of the occupants, permitting them
to lic on the same level, On all points of merit ywe
golicit comparison with any other Bed in the market.
AU orders by madl will recetve prompt attention.
ADDRESS,
A. I. ETHERINGTON,

Manufacturer Adjustable Spring Bed.

“DOMESTIC.”
E. & T. CRAWEORD,

14 Charlotte Street.

’

SELF-THREADING SHUTTLE.

TICHIN DNILLAS ATHS 1DAI4Ed

{1t is the LIGHTEST RUNNING Machine,
hence produces less fatigue in opera-

' tion. and on that account is cspecially

commended by the Medical Faculty.

Hexry RoBERTSON.

Importer and Wholesale and Retail Dealer in

CHINA, GLASS, RARTHENWARE, and
Fancy Goods,
MILK PARS,CREAM JARS,
FLOWER POTS, SPITTOONS,

WITH A VARTETY OF COMMON WARES,
87 Charlotte St.,, Winter’s Block,

3rd Store south from Xing street.

The Onfario Mutual Life Assurance Co.

ESTABLISEHED 1868.

Dominion Deposit, $100,000.00
Business done during 1884 amounted to - $2,351,150.00
Income averaging (per day) $1,000.00

E. M. SIPPRELL,
MaxacerForR N, B, AxD P, E. 1.

RSN

W. C. GIBSON,

Importer of

WATCHES, CLOCKS, and JEWELRY,

English Watches,
Swiss Watches,
Waltham Watches,
Watchmakers’ Tools & Materijals.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL,
Waltham Watches a Specialty.

95 King Street, - - St, John, N. B.

LEGNARD BROTHERS
WHOESALE FISH DEALERS,

ST:. JOINN, NEW BRUNSWICK.
BRANCH, 209 COMMISSIONERS ST., MONTREAL.
Packers of Boneless and Prepared Fish,

Pure Boneless Cod, Finnan Haddies, and Scaled Her.
rings, are our leading lines. Dry aud Green Cod; also,
Frozen Fish in Season.

W. F. LEONARD,

C. H. LEONARD,
Mondreal,

St. John, N. B,

“ Nothing Like Leather.”

——

5, 3. GHRISTIE & ©0.

65 King Street, St. John, N, B,

IMPORTERS AND DEALERS OF

French Calf Skins,
FRENCH FRONTS AND KID SKINS.
English Fitted Uppers, English Kip,
SOLE LEATHER, UPPER LEATHER, LINING SKIN3,

And all kinds of KIT and FINDINGS usually kept
in a fully stocked business. WWhaolesale and Retail.

$¥~0rders Solicited and Carefully attanded to.

R 8 WAL, EXTE
S iREpEDE:
JoR NAM & Blrg o
%% poice a5 rrrmane Ty

C.C. RICHARDS & CO.
YARMOUTH, N. S, [3

Py B N
h
CURES
Rheumatism, Diphtheria, Sciatica, Neuralgin, Headache,
Xarache, Toothache, Cramps, Bruises, Sprains,
Coughs, Colds, Quinsy, Xirysipelas, Colic,
Croup, Hoarseness, Burns, Bron.
chitig, Numbness of the «
Limbs, Contrac-
tion of the Muscles. It is an invaluable Hair Renewer,
and cleans ¢he scalp of all Dandruff,

UNSOTLICITED CESTIMONY,

“T am now sixty years old, have been quite bald and
have worn a wig for 40 years, About a year agoI heard
of the wonderful hair restoring qualities of Miuard’s
Liniment. I have used it but a
have a beautiful growth of hair.”

Muns, CHARLES ANDERSON,
Stanley, P. E. 1.

MINARD'S LINIMENT Is for salc every-
where. Price 25 Cents. -

£
=

C.C.RICHARDS & Co.
‘8J0391xdox g 308
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