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FRUSTRATING THE GRACE OF GOD,
BY REV. PATRICK GRAY, KINGSTON, C.W.

“1 do mnot frustrate the grace of God.”—Galatians ii. 21.

Without entering upon the consideration
of many interesting matters suggested by
the context and the circumstances in
which these words were written by the
apostle, let us think of the doctrineinvolved
in his stalement which is, that the grace of
God may be frustrated.

We are accustomed to think of Divine
‘Grace a8 being potent and irresistible; and
80 it is, almighty and undying as its Au-
thor. But that is to be understood of
‘Grace as existing in Him, as an attribute of
the Sovereign Lotd, the free, unmerited
loveand favor of God, the source of all the

benefits men receive from Him;—or of
Grace as the express, saving work of the
Holy Spirit on the human understanding
and heart,—convincing the sinner of sin
because he believes not on Christ, leading
him then a penitentto Jesus, and purifying
bis defiled and corrupt nature by faith in
the truth of the Son of God. This work
of the Spirit may be resisted, always is at
one time or other and frequently, by the
sinfulness and ignorance of the subject on
whom the gracious influence is exerted ; but
it is never frustrated, or rendered vain.~—
"The sinner called by grace, who is in truth
seeking God's mercy, and yielding to the
Spirit’s persuasion, may in his blinduess
and proneness to evil, fight against the
leading of the Spirit, and thus retard his
own enjoyment of peace with God ;—=but
God has him in graciou$’ hands—the God
¥homi he fears and whose favor he desires,
though thus he turns and strains “as a
bullock' unaceustomed to the yoke”—and
beis led; and when Ie withstands the

drawing, and the discipline and chastise-
ment designed for his soul's good, he is
driven from one position of resistance after
another, and out of everyt lying refuge, tij}
he reaches the shelter in Chuist, and there
adores the shepherd of Istael for what he
hath done for his soul.

But by the expression « Grace of God,’
as intended by the apostle in this place, we
are to understand the revelation and over-
tures of truth and mercy in the gospel,
which, coming to us in our sinful, lost con-
dition, proclaims God’s love for our guilty
race and salvation as His free gift tous in

Christ Jesus, makes offer of Christ and all
his benefits upon the condition of faith in
Him, and asks from us the fruits of right-
eousness—the glorifying of God with our
bodies and our spirits which are His—as
the return He seeks, and as the result and
evidence of our believing to the saving of -
the soul.

The Grace of God may be frustrated,
received in vain, rendered useless in the’
special case for any salutary purpose.—
Grace ia thus frustrated by every hearer of
the Gospel who does not gratefully receive
the glad tidings and yield the heart to the
Saviour. Hence we are warned of the dad-
ger of “neglecting the great salvation,”—
besought to ¢ take heed that we receive
not the grace of God in vain,"—dfd ok
horted to & “looking diligently lest ‘any’
man fail of the graceof God; lest any ibot
hof bitterness springing up trouble you, snd

thereby many be defiled.”

The ghice of God may be Trustrated i

various ways:—as
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}—WHEN THE MESSAGE OF MERCY. IS SE-
CRETLY OR OPENLY REGARDED A8 UN--
TRUE,—REJECTED AS A SILLY, OR
CUNNINGLY DEVISED FABLE.

The Bible is composed of many books, |

ebiofly histories,. all having a historical

eharacter, written at different periods by
prophets and holy men, through whom
6od in time past spoke unto-the fathers.

Taken as-a whole, and as a mere literary

document, no ancient History isso authentic,
mrd 80 convineingly truthful om the face
of it as the Bible; none receives so -much

dorroboration from the menuments of the

past, from iestitutions and customs estab-
Yished among men, from admitted facts, and

from the best and deepest feelings of human

wature: And then, though there may be
dark passages in-it, and fragments bearing
thie impress of mistakew views, and of errors
and. follies: aud guilty passions,—for the
Bible is a history, and records the actual

#ansactions of God witly an ignorant and

depraved race, and therefore, does present
i tlie occurrences it varrates, the frailties
and falsities and wickednesses, as well as-
the virtues of the human-beings it informs
ws about.—yet its doctrines—the clearly

divite in its statements and precepts——are
80 exalted. above any. standard attained or
idealized among men, so amazingly unlike
in conception and truth and purity to the

sentiments most advanced and refined in:
the age when they were given to the world;
—and. these doctrines are so undeniably
fitted to produce the most beneficial effects
in the world,. and. haver wrought such
elianges on menand nations, that they carry-
their own evidence with. them—stamping
them as indubitably « doctrines according
tb gooduess,!” distinguishable by us from

pretended: divine: revelations and frogli
compasitions of mere human authorship,
aven {tom the writings of good and’ holy
men ;—so (iat the result of inqpiry in every.
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iutelligent, candid,-truth-loving soul; i tlig-

overpowering conviction"that'in these holy
oracles ‘the meuth of the Lord hath-
spoken,” and the. Bible ig the word.

Yet there have been scepties and infidely, -
chiefly because there have been men loving :
the darkness rather than the light—men-
in' their voluntary and involuntary aversion -
to holiness, endeavouring to’extinguish al}’
glorious human hope in an infituated eru-
sade against all that is good and bright an
blissful for man. Reason, which they prao.
fess to-magnify, the traditions and records
of every historic people, the pleadings and
assurances of the best and worthiest of re-
gard among their eo-t :mpora; ies, can be set
aside by quibbling, trifling. impotent objec-
tions tand the narrative of the Saviour's Jife
—a guspel to all-men in the scenes it portrays:
—they can see defamed and defiled by the
low scurrility of<the
kind.

By thiose who cast fromr them the ‘holy
oracles—the victims of a stroug delusion, .
though they flatter themselves that they
are superior in acamen and intelligence to -

‘most infameus of our

their fellows—the grace of God is  frus-
trated : ‘they obstruct for themselves tha
only channel through which it flows, and”
turn its living stream into the sterile sands -
of their unbeliet to disappear in that dreari-
est of deseris,

Learn, while you cultivate and improve-
every gift of intelligence and reason—while-
you endeaveur to proveuil things and hold.
fast that which is good, to wateh and pray.
against causeless doubts and ‘suspicions, to-
which we-are all too prone.. What a mia--
erable sopLism, what inane trivialities have -
sometimes been sufficient to -start sceptical.
,questionings,.and to blunt for us-the pol--
ished sbafts taken from the quiver of truth
i the word tkat liveth and abideth’

ever. |

’

foe-

{
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UL~—THE GRACE OF GOD MAY BE FRUSTRAT-

ED—WHEN IT 18 NEGLECTED, A8

IF SALVATION WERE AN .UN-
IMPORTANT MATTER.

Speculative infidelity, though -often
-enough :harshly -charged upon any one
Who ventures to question a dogma ia the
“received theology, upon any one even whe
"leaves the old ruts in the beaten track of
orthodoxy, is not, never was the chief, or
-very foridable antagenistic principle 4o
any system of -truth.
_gumentative infidelity .and - atheism pre-
vailed so, as to.eulist the cylture and intel-
"lect of the age upon the side of unbelief,
as in the decline of .the Greek and Rowan
“peoples, it was in each case a system of
falsehood and superstition they assailed and
-overthrew. ‘Few errorists, if any, have
chosen to cherish, and promulgate error,
'knowing it to ‘be ervor; and many who
"have been sulijected to no small amount of
~vituperation from ex-officio defenders of
the faith in our.own and other days, have
‘nol been less, but more devoted to God’s
truth, than their anything but Christlike

‘tempered assailants. ©
Truth courts investigation; it can bear
. searching inquiry, and even hostile assaults,
-28 gold can abrasion,—and at the end of
vth'e conflict appear more plainly and cer-
Aainly truth than it did before. AIl that

18 true is proved, and made faithful to us
by tria),

The crying sin of our age, as it has been
‘the sin of evary age, the sin of Jearned
chaf;pions of religion, who} compile
“ Aids.to faith,” and prosecute heretics
An  the court of Arches,—laboriously
Toounting batteries of Quaker guns on
‘Gibraltar,—as much as the sin ef anybody

‘ els?,ﬁis the secret, often -unsuspected infi-
Aelity of the heant,~—that, the deadly fruit
Of Wirich is.cald indiffarence to the claime

the entreaties of Jesus, and the

1%

monitions of the ‘Bpirit of Grace,—that
which: produces neglect of the great salva-
tion, and consequent inevitable ruin.

It is an easy thing now-a-days to assume
the name of Christian,—te bufld churches,
and frequent them,—to minister from
pulpits, and ‘theological chairs, and pity
the heathen, and papists, and abandoned
creatures! But of all who group them-
selves within and around ecclesiastical

organizations, how many believe in &

 real, living, holy -God, with His eye upon
When learmad, ar- |

‘them?—how many believe in sin, upon
‘them, abhorrent to that great God¥—how
many believe in a verftable judgmet-day,
in eternal misery, and everlasting joy, and
all preparving for the one state or -other
now f—how mauny believe in Jesus the
Son of God, and Son of Man, as a Saviour
Jrom $in—and believisg on Him, obey
Him?

Look, reader, “where I pomi now; in
that direction lies the great sin and danger
of every-human being.

It is -of the first importanee that we
‘hear what God the Lord has to-say, that
we may receive 4nd understand every
word he addresses to us, that we may
know our 'malady and his remedy, onr
-ruin, and -what we must do to besaved.—
Yet multitudes, called Christians, ameng
the rest so many of ourselves, are liviag
from day to day, eating, -drinking, plan-
ning, prosecuting -one scheme and work
after another, without a serious thought
-about the end of these things, or abeut
the other entirely neglected things, which
are yet *the things that belong to their
peace.” “How shall we eacape, if we
negloct 5o great salvation{” And thou-
sands, who would be.amazed and shocked
when plainly told of it, are thus frustrating
the grace .of God. .

IIL—THE GRACE OF GOD MAY BE FRU
TRATED, BY PRRVERTING Im.

We read (Jude iv.) of “certain men
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crept in unawares, who were before of old
ordained to this condemuation, ungodly
men, turning the grace of our God into
lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord
God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Some people contrive to ease off the
pressure of such a text against themselves
by the help of Calvinism,—God has,
mysteriously, for his own glory, ordained
_certain men, &c. We need not be sur-
‘prised at this; if men can abuse the grace
of Christ, and cause it to minister to sin,
and guilty ease in sinning, they will find
no great difficulty in getting assistance of
the same kind, now and then, from any
system of theology.

“Ordained to this condemnation;’—
that is, laid out for it, fitted for it, and
for nothing else;—as aship constructed for
navigation is good for that, and for no
other purpose whatever. But.why so or-
dained? How? They were “ungodly
men, turning grace into lasciviousness,”
dc. But it is said these were ordained of
old to this condemnation. Aye! Ever
since God had a being, it was ordained
that ungodliness, and its companion sins,
should bear the penalty of condemuatian.
Now, much as we may dislike the character
and doom of this description of ungodly
men, we are grievously mistaken if we
suppose that the class is a small one.

When any think, and many do, that
God is good; that his mercy is great ; that,
though guilty and unfit for heaven new,
all will come right yet;—while still the
sinful course is pursued, and no effort
made to reverse it; they are ungodly,
turning the grace of our God into
lasciviousness—literally., They are think-
ing of God’s grace,—its greatness,—its
capabilities—their need of it, and its adap-
tation to them. And they are using their
kuowledge of all this to quiet them now,
to put the evil day far off—to beget in
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may sin meauwhile with some tramquilfity,
They are denying the only God, and the
Lord Jesus—as directly denying his truth
which they know, as Satan did when he
aaid, * Ye shall not surely die” Awnd so,

and thus, they are ordained to condemna-
tion.

Have you, reader, never been aware of
such reasonings in your mind? Have you
never thought also of some great sinners
of whom we have heard, such as Manasseh,
the wicked king of Judah, and the thief
upon the cross beside Jesus, and Col. Gar-
diner, and John Newton, who after a career
of enormous wickedness have been con-
verted, some at the last hour, and saved—
drawing from these reflections the wretched
inference that we too, may at last, by
something like a miracle of grace, be
snatched from the condemnation we did
everything to secure and nothing to avert?
That is turning the grace of God into
lasciviousness, making that, which was de-
signed to dellver us from sin, pander
to our self-deception and recklessness in
sinning.

«God’s merey is great, reaclring to-heaveny
to be offered to the werst of sinners; to be
offered to the Inst. No needy, troubled
soul should ever yiell to despair. But
neither king Manasseh, who wrought more:
wickedness than all before him, and at
last, in the moment of extremity, sought
and found merey of the Lord, nor tha
dying malefactor whose earnest prayer was
heard and answered by Christ, nor any
other «brand plucked from the burning,”
deliberately formed the plan, and made it
the settlel purpose of his soul, to persist
in the defiance of God to the last hour,
with the intention of cheating Divine
Justice then, by an act of penitence. If
they had, we never should have heardof
their redemption. Agreements with death,
and covenants with hell, may be made, and

them & flattering, false hope, 50 that they ,shall certainly be broken; but they are
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dissolved, not by penitence, but by the all-
devouring fire,

" Grace is given to save us from sin, and
qualify us for heaven, while we are on
earth. When we think of it as effecting a
feat of spiritual legerdemain in the hour
of death,—as transmitting a polluted soul
to a holy rest, after some pangs of remorse
have been felt, and prayers for mercy have
been offered, only when living and sinning
were no longer possible, we are supposing
God can be hood-winked by a contempt-
ible artifice; and by such thinking, we
frustrate the grace of God. We cannot
procure salvation for ourselves,—we are
undone— «Not by works 6f righteousness
which we have done, but according to his
merey he saved us, by the washing of re-
generation, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost, which he shed on us abundgntly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.”

We cannot purchase salvation, even when
we would attempt to give for it honestly
as a price, our best—all that we have; far
less can it be gained by methods which
are not one whit more enlightened, and
bot nearly so sincere,~~which are not in
any respect, whatever, more deserving, nor
80 deserving of regard from God or man,
as the devotions of a benighted African,
and bis hopes in his Fetish.

We cannot claim anything from God.

Our merciful Father, we may say, will care
for us.

: But while we are sinnera unrecon-
ciled

-.-hoping forimpunity in sin, and escap-
from its consequences hereafter, we are o
our father the Devil, and *It is of the
Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed.”
It We would not frustrate his grace, and
perish, let us call upon the hope of Israel
now, and say, “ Help us, O God of our
salvation, for the glory of thy name: and
deliver us, and purge away our sins, for
thy name’s sake,

-“TH}e GRACE OF GOD MAY BE FRUSTRAT-
ED BY DESPAIRING OF IT,

It comes to this'at last with many de-

nr
spisers, in the day of their calamity, of
which they were warned. Grace is no
longer within their reach,—they éall, and
ure not answered, they offer many prayers,
and are not regarded; and that, ton, is
thelr sin, as well as loss; that is the inevit-
able comsequence of long-continued im-
penitency,«the ordination of ungodliness.
But it is adding to guiltiness, it is making
God a Har to despair of grace,—to say,
« His mercy is gone for ever, and, “there
is no hope.”

And sometimes when the soul is full of
trouble and distraction, under deep con-
viction of sin} and sometimes when even
the God-fearer feels cold, dead, deserted,
no life within, no help, nor answering re-
sponse {o prayer from above; it seems as if
God had forgotten to be gracious, and shut
up his tender mercies in his wrath.

)
i

But to despair is our infirmity~—as truly
a sin as is presumption. For sinners,
while yet ungodly, Christ died. He came
to call, not the righteous, but sinners to
repentance. He came into the.wond to
save sinners, And penitent sinners—
weary, lieavy laden omnes, he saves, how-
ever low they may have fallen. The
Saviour’s invitation is, *“Behold me, be-
hold me! Look unto me, and be saved,
all ye ends of the earth; for T am God,
and there is none else.” “ Whoso calleth
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
“ Whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely.”

What have you done, readers, with the
grace bestowed on you? Has it been receiv-
ed in vain ? frustrated ?

' What are you doing now ? listless ! shift-

Jess ? leaving things to happen as they may !
No change on you, while time and oppor-
tunities aro passing, and life is speeding to
its close and the final settlement?

What are your intentions? Of course,
you wish to be right and safe a.t last; and
probably you hope for a convenient season,
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and trust that you shall bave a -peaceful
fatter eud. - Remember, the convevient
@season for a sinful creature to turp from
4o to God, never came yet, and never will:
£or your soul's sake you had belter consult
{God’s convenieace rather than yours;—he
worketh in us both to will, and to do, ¢f
" his good pleasure, and wow is the accepted
time, Behold, noyw is His day of salvation.
‘Remember, the most despicable wretch
that ever lived, whose character was most
entirely destitute of one good quality, was
after all the man who said, “Let me die
the death of the righteous, and let my
Jast end be like his.” And do not take
rest, nor seek relief in a sentiment, which
«can enter, and cast & passing gleam upon
A spirit more hopelessly lost to God, and -
ood than any other.

Awake! Quit you like men! Christ
alone, and Christ all-sufficient, and Christ
#‘who lovel me, and gave himself for
ane,”—you wiil come to, if ever lrought
40 God.

Seek (Christ now. Hear him. Obey
thim.  And surely in him,—Jehovah-
Jesus,—you will find righteousness and
strength. He will give grace and glory.

RICHARD WEAVER AT THE
SURREY THEATRE.

As a hearty and full presentation of |
Christ, expressed in a way the most,
graphic and striking, and so admirably}
suited to the quality of his audience, we |
have mever heard anything Detter tlmnl
ihe sermon preached by Richard Weaver
st the Surrey Theatre, on Sunday the 18th.
1t is not too much to say that the whole
congregation were stirred, and very many
avere powerfully wrought upon.  And we
doubt not that much lasting good was ef-
fected. Why should we doubt it? Here
%5 a man rescued by the Saviour's power
from the deepest degradation, made a
new creatura, Llessed with the spirit of
adoption, taught by that Spirit that he
48 au heir of God, and joint-heir with Jesus
Clirist ; he triumphs in his deliverance,
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and shouts aloud for joy. Hedevotes him-
se]f to the service of his divine Deliverer,
and henceforth—
“'Tig all his buginess here beloy
To cry ¢ Behold the Lamb !’ ¥

s Many of vou,” said he, %are saying, 1
wish I was ashappy as Weaver. Well, you
know who makes me happy. Oh, if you
Lad seen me ten years ago—a man with
bloodshot ayes and bloated face, a drunk-
ard, and Llasphermer, a man with brutish
passions and bloody hands, a man too bad
for earth, and almost too had for hell, bat
not too bad for the arms of Christ.—
Glory be to God! 1t auything was need-
ed from us, what had I to bring !—nothing
but dice, and boxing-gloves, and game'-
cocks, and fighting-dogs.  But, accerding
to his mercy, he saved 1we, for ke bore

iy sins in his own body on the tree.—

You who think Christ has done encugh,
hold up vour hands.”  Many will remein-
berethe following passage: ¢ Saving' faith
is obeving faith. If 1 was asked to din-
ner to-morrow, faith would go straight to
the house: when the door was opened,
faith would walk in and take his seat at
the table; faith would partake of what
was provided ; would enjoy it and be sat-
isfied.  Faith does not coine three parts of
the way to Christ, but gets right to Cal-
vary, and standing on the top of that
blood-stained mount, cries, This blood
was shed for me. This blcod has paid
my debt, has made me a child of God;
and an heir of glory. We are not re-
deemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ.  Oh, sinners, if’ you perish, it
won't be beeause (God didn't love you, or
wecause Christ didn't die for you, but be-
cause you didn’t believe in Him, What a
riend Christ is!  You know that often if
we say something which our companions
don't like, they'll turn their backs npop
us; but he bas lLeen my companion for
ten years, and 1've often said things he
hasn’t liked; Lut He says to-night, I'll
never leave thee, Richard, I'll never forsake
thee.”

The rurest evidence of Christian zeal ig
when it begins at howne, in a narrow scrutiny,
aud “veberent revenge” against thie ping
of our own hearts,— Bridges. ’
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ONENESS WITH JESUS.

Addresses by the Rev. J. Denham Smith,
in the Free Assembly Hall, Edinburgh.

Continued from page 87.

But the other side of this blessed iden-
tification is, that WE BECOME ONR WITH
JEsys.  And-—

1. We lecome. one with Jesus 1N HIS
LiFE. He leaves the bosom of the Father,
takes our nature, lives among us as Son of
Maun, and dies for our sins.  As captive to
Divine justice we have seeu Ilim laid in
the grave but, lo! on revisiting that grave
I see one angel sitting at the head and
another at the foot where the body of
Jesus had laiu, Lbut 1 see no Jesus there
and as I stand amazed an angel voice an-
nounces the startling tidings, «“ He is not
here. He is risen as He stid”’ Divine
love having put away sin and triwmphed
over death. Divine justice ean hold Him no
more.  * He bath spoiled principalities and
powers, making a show of them openly,”
and risen tu the bosomn of the Father tris
umpbaut '

Now, mark this: Death was due to sin;
Jesus paid the debt, The debt is paid
then for the sinuer believing, ¢ He was
ddlivered for our offences, and raised again
for our justification "—our fite. 1le is our
H\‘ﬁ He is God's gift; and bas a life in
Himself which death eaunot touch, and
tha't.eburnal life is the gift of God, and as
a uify we receive it. My life is in Christ,
not in my preaching, praying or serving,
As Samuel Rutherford bas it—

“Oft in that sea-Leat prison
1 and my Lord held tryst;
But Anworth was not heaven,
And preaching was not Christ.”

It ia only when God hath quickened us
together with Christ that we see and re-
Joice that we, the members, are as much
beyond the curse of the law of sin and death
88 18 our Head; for if He is alive, we are
80 100, for each can say, with Luther,

As Christ is before God, so am 1.”

2. We becoms one with Jesus tv His

RIGHTEOUSNERs. We are made “the
i"g.’“couama of God in Him He hav-
:ogw'etﬂed the question of righteousttess, is
the i :{l:‘{‘ned with glory and honour at
oy and of the Father—as the word
the 'F h l"l’ghteousnes%, because Igo to

ather" Christ, therefore, being made

.

‘unto me righteousness, I

ne

go unto. hexven.:
in union with Him-—on His title, which
has been established, not only by His re- .
surrection, but also by His ascension to-.
the right hand of God. 1am not going
to define righteousness; . but, genetally
speaking, human righteousness is the sub-
jection, as before Adatn’s sin, of our entire
nature to God, Divine righteousnese ia
the subjection of God's entire nature te
Himself. In saving sinners, all God’s
petfections must be satisfled; and they nre
80 on the cross in Jesus, in whom He ‘is
well pleased. Thus when the Sou of His
Jove took upon Him our sin, that satisfied
His holiness; whein He died, that satis-
fied His truth, which said, The guilty wust
die; when He received the sword of jus-
tice in Himself, justice was satisfied. And
now, on believing, the sinner is put dows
before God in righteousness, Jesus is the
righteousness of God, and we are *the
righteousness of God in Him"” But fur-
ther—

3. We become one with Jesus v His
scceprance. He was accepted ot the
ground of His own work; baving died,
He was freed from the sin which He bore}
and on the ground of righteousness, every
claim having been satisfled, every debt
paid, the Father ralsed Him from the
grave to this earth, and thence to heaven
at Hie own right band; and, in that He
has not ouly raised Him from the dead,
but seate:! Him on his throne, we have a
twofald proof that He has accepted for us
Christ's work as the meritorivus ground of
our righteousness.  Aund, oow, if you wish
to know how you may go into heaven, it is
exactly on the same ground as Christ has
gone into heaven. The ground of our ac-
ceptance i8 that of-Christ’s, for we are ac-
cepted in the Beloved. The Greek word
might be translated, “ingraced in the Be-
loved.” Oh yes, “ingraced” we are indeed |
Woe are put down in marvellous grace? for
it takes us out of ourselves, and puts us nfoy
O~E who is in the bosom of the Fathers
1t is on the ground of this very righteovs-
ness of God which Jesus is, and of 1{is
acceptance that I am accepted. * Accept-
od in the Beloved,” I am ons with Him in
divine .acceptance! ~And asother thing
arises naturally out of thig— -~ /-

~: 4 We areonewith Jeawe 1x H Btacw, - -

Weare quickened toy ider Will-1 SR, re/sed
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together, aud seated logether in heavenly
places. In the Epistle to the Hebrews
you bave “the heavenly things themselves,”
of which you have only “the patterns” in
the book of Leviticus. Aaron was “the
pattern ” of Christ, and so alko *the blood
of bulls and goats ” was  the pattern ” of
the blood of Him who tabernacled among
men. But in the Epistle to the Ephesians
it is not * the patterns of things ” that are
spoken of, but in it we are seated among
«the heavenly things themselves.” We
were dead: we are raised; we are seated
—seated with Christ;—*in the light "~
“made nigh,” Thus when light broke in
upon the soul of a dear Christian, the
Countess of Powerscourt, she said, “I am
not like one down here upon earth looking
up to heaven, but rather like one scated
with Jesus in heavenly places, looking down
upon earth:” so sweetly did she realize her
place before God as seated together with
Jesus. O my friends, take the crape off
your faith to-night, (if you could imagine
crape on faith.) You would not dishonor
royalty by going into her presence with a
gloomy countenance; and oh, ye who arc
seated with Jesus—* members together of
His body, of his flesh, and of His bones”
—do not fear Him or distrust Him, but
dwell with Him in feliowship and love.—
And this Jeads me on to say—

5. We are one with Jesusin His RANK.
He is the Son of God, and we are now the
sons of God in Him. We are also joint-
heirs with Him. If we are divinely
quickened, we are born; and if born, we
arg born again, born from above; aud if
born from above, sons; and if sons, we are
heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ. Beloved, is it not wonderful t—
Heirs of God! joint-heirs with Christ?—
Now are we sons, heirs, joint—heirs!, Tl.ns
is the highest rank we can ever obtain.
We may be higher in glory,in love, in
knowledge. I know we shall have love
unbounded, and growing through eternity.
We shall have the experience and joy of
His love growing for ever and ever. But
even * now are we the sons of God;” and
though retained here meanwhile, we have
our tile already, aud ave living in full
view of the sublimity of our goal. We

_are going to where 1s our birthplace, for
“hesven 18 our fatherland, heaven is our

homs.”
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6. We are also one with Jesus 1x Hrs
6LORY. We are identified with His glory.
1f members of His body, can there come
any glory upon the Head that will not
come upon the members? If glory be
His, all His members will partake of that
glory. If Hesit on His throne, His mem-
bers will sit with Him, It He judge the
twelve tribes of Israel, they shall sit
judging with him. 1t He lold His court
in the new heavens or the new earth, if
glory Le there or here, they shall be with
Him,—the Head and the members, the
bride with the Bridegroom. No bill of
divoree ean there ever be between him and
His church. “ Father, I will that they
also whbomn thou hast given me be with me
where T am;” and mark this,—He says,
«The glory which thou hast given me
have 1 given them.” They are to be one
witH Him forever, and oxg even as the
Iather and the Son are one.

ONE OR TWO PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS.
(1) The Lord Jesus will take of his mem-
bers. 'That we are his members, is our
confidence; for if my little finger only has
been hurt, is not ny head exercized about
it? Soisit with Jesus and us. Oh, beloved,
remember that whether we live or die, whe-
therin prosperity or adversity, whether we
are young orold, weare members of abody
which lelongs to Him who is infinite in
his wisdom, and unchanging in his care!

(2.) Let us see to it that we live and act
as members of the holy Jesus. 1f my head
would think it wrong to go into a ball-
room, or any seene where “the flesh” holds
its revels and the devil keeps holiday, do
you think my hand would go? That is
Wy rule—my standing is my standard }—
Wherever Jesus, my Head, does not go, I
do not go. It is not becanse I am a min-
ister, a Clwistian office-bearer—that were
very low ground indeed:—but I do not
g0 because Jesus would not go. It is not
because I am & professor, a member of a
church, a deacon, an elder, a presbyter, or
a bishop, but simply Dlecause I am a
Christ-ian, and “ 1 walk even as Christ
also walked.” Having Christ, I have put
him on. As illustrating this, threa coun-
try gentlemen in Ireland who have lately
been converted, when the question came
up whether now they should give a three
days’ regatta as before they had done,one
of them said, “ No; Jesus would not have



THE GOOD NEWS

dentified Himself with that which involves
gambling and drunkenness, and therefore
Zeannot” Don%t you see how wonderfully
that which affects the Hend affects the
members? and hew the practical influence
of this truth we have boen coneidering
eéxtends to every thought, word, and action,
and forms the motive power of holiness by
the energy of the Holy Spirit dwelling in
us!

8. How blessed to be members of the
body of Christ! The time is rapidly ap-
proaching when the members of Christ's

mystical body in Dublin, in London, in|

Aberdeen, in Geneva, in Paris, in Edin-
bargh, and all the world—when the pre-
cious members of that mystical body that
now sleeps in the dust—when all the mem-
bers whose names are written in His book
will be all finally gathered to the Head,
and when ali shall be brought out complete
into one body; and, oh, what a company
will be seen on that auspicious morn!—
Glory, glory, shall burst upon us in Im-
manuel’s Jand !

And now, dear people, this is a truth
for a believer to enjoy, and for a sinner to
Yelieve. Have I said enough on it to lead
Srou to forget yourselves, and think of

esus! This is what I aim at. I want
You to see Jesus—to know His timeless
and endless love, and how precious was
God's thought in giving Him his members,
aud how great was the love of Jesus in
dying for them. He died for them as sin-
ners; and sinners, on believing, become
conscious of being ‘“members of His body.”
oved friend! do you believe in Jesus?
Are you Christ's?! Have you peace with
! Oh, may the Holy Spirit quicken
You to counsider, to know, and to believe!

Now I have done. Believe me the truth
have endcavoured to bring before you is
precious.  Any soul, sainit or sinner, that
. 8e8 and believes that truth, is a believer
of the. gospel of God—is 8 saved one; for
unbelief never sees that truth, and the flesh
Dever wants that truth. No, no. “This
8 eternal life, that we might know the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom

o hath sent;” but «he that believeth not
#hall be damned”  Afier such an exhibi-
tron of the love of God in redemption as
we have now given you, ask yourselves
solemnly, « How shall we escape if we ne-
§loct so great salvation "
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NOVEL-READING.

BY MRS. H. U. CONANT.

“Aunt Deborah!” exclaimed young
Amy Greene, in an eager and somewhat
triumphant tone, * this writer in the——
Review seems to have quite a different
opinion from you on the subject of novel-
reading.”

«« Ah!” said Aunt Deborah, witha quiet,
kindly smile. # what then does he think ¢

“ Why, that novel-reading tends directly
to cultivate the imagination aad the sensi-
bility, the two qualities most lovely and
most useful in a woman; and that it is
the novel-reading women who are capable
of doing most and sacrificing most for oth-
ers, because they feel most.”

Aunt Deborah stopped knitting, pushed
back her spectacles, and said, very gravely:
“ How strange it was that Absalom did
not wear a wig!”

“ What an idea!” cried Amy, laughing:
“I am sure he had hair enough of his
own.” .

“That is the very reason,” sald Auunt
Deborab.  “ Itis because he had so much
that he ought to have had more.”

“What do you inean, aunt?’ asked
Amy, looking rather puzzled.

“Why, my dear, I always thoughtthat
our sex had by nature more. imagination
and feeling than most of them knew how
to manage, and vet, according to this
writer, our chief aim should be to increase
the stock as much as possible. Now to
me it appears that the weaker parts, the
understanding and judgment, stand most
in need of being strengthened.”

““ Then you won't allow any use in novels,
Aunt Deborah 22

¢ Do you think applesa wholesome article
of food, Amy ¢’

“To be sure.”

“Then, of course, you will eat all the
hard, unripe, and all the decayed and
wormy apples you can find, as well as the
good ones.  You will neglect your regular.
meals, exercise, and every duty, for the sake
of eating apples.  You will even sit up half
the night to do it, they uye so very whole-
some!”

Amy laughed and blushed, for she pre-
ceding midnight had found her absorbed
in ¢ the last new novel.”
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“The fact is, my dear, that young girls
read novels just as children eat apples, not
for the sake of any benefit it may be to
them, but simply for the pleasure they take
in-doing it; and if they can get a strict
and sober old body like me to admit any
grosseble use in thoir favourite authors, why,
then it is nothing but novels, morning,
noon, and night. One would think they
were resolved to offer up soul and body in
search of the Lidden virtue.”

Amy made no reply, and after a little

use Aunt Deborah continued i— .

“ And uot only so, but you make it the
- eacuse for reading movels of bad, or, at
best;: of doubtful character, such as in your
own heart vou know are unfit for a pure
eydand an unguarded mind. It is not for
the use, it is for the evtertainment, the ex-
citement, that you read them, and it is not
honest to pretend otherwise.”

This was said with unusual sharpness of
tone, for wuntruthfulpess in any form
was in Aunt Deborah’s eye a cardinal
sin; and she had moreover, paid the pen-!
alty of Amy’s vigils by a nervous headuche. !
She recovered herself in a moment, how- |
ever, and proceeded in a milder voice:— |

« Now, Amy, if you ask honestly after |
the uses of fictitions reading, is it not plain |
that two things are presupposed? Fit,
that all works of immoral or even doubtful
tendency are to be swept at once out of
view, No matter what claims they may
put forth s works of genius, as pietures
of lifa, of haman character, the more attrae-
tive they are, the worse they are for the
young mind. Bulwer, Sue, and Sand
camuot evem be put on probation with us.”

« And now for the second eondition, Aunt
Deborah.”

“ That the very few which stand the test
in every respect, shall be read Aealthfully ;
that is, at proper times and seasous; in
the daytime, and not when the body re-
quires sleep; not to the negleet of your
regular course of solid reading, or of daily

tical duty; with nioderation, not like a
dream swallowed at a single draught.”

¢ Oh, Aunt Deborah your seeond ruld
is harder than the first. What! read a
novel by piecemenl, interspersed Vyit.h his-
tory, moval essays, mending stockings, &e.
1t is ot of the question for me to stop for
any thing short of a matter of life and

douth, in the midst of @& stary. The only |
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way for me is to go through it with arush
and done with it.”
“Now you toueh the kernel of the ques-
tion,” replied Aunt Deborah. By your
own admission, this sort of reading comes
into practical life as a distorbing influence,
The mind loses for the time its self-control,
the feelings are diverted from thsir proper
objects, and of course duty is neglected.—
Yet the claims upon yor remam just the
same. The household of which the eldest
daughter is soimportant a member, eannot
aecomodate itself to your unseasonable en-
joyment. Your mother has, I suppose, no
extra sopply of strength for the oceasion;
you can’t magnetize your little brothers and
sisters, that you may read undisturbed,
and nobedy suffer by it. Is it not true
that the enjoyment is, on this account, al-
most without exception, an unmquiet and
feverish one, and followed by a fecling of
self-reproaeh §” .
Amy looked very thoughtful » few min-
utes, and thea replred, with a sweet ingenu-
ousness of manner: 41 believe you are
right, Aunt Deborah. T must own this.
has been my experienee a great many
times.” _
«* And bow much worse the case must
be with hundreds and thowsands who are
not biessed with the couptless influences
which switound you. Novel-reading grows
with them into an inveterate habit, no less
strong, and no less fatal, than that of the
drunkard and opium-eater. That disorder
of mind whieh you experience from an
occasional idulgenee, becomes their hab-
itual state, the only ehange being fto &
craving for more frequent and stronger
potations, The moral semseis weakened
not only by the fake sentiments imbibed
from viciousnovels, but by the dafly neglect
of common practical duty for the-sake of
the indulgence. 'The reasoning powers
suffer a paralysis for want of exercise.—
They live, not in the real worl, nor yet in
a world of thought, but in a land of dreams
-—dreams born of uuhealthy fancies and
emotions, And supposethis habit carried,
as it often is, into married? life, its victim
the wife, mother, guardian of the order and
purity of a home.” .
“ On the whole, them, you think much.
caltivation of the imagimation and semsibil~
ity undesirable fora woman ¢’ .

“ 1 think, my dear, that every faculty of
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mind and hreart which God tms given us
should be cultivated to the utmost; but no
‘#m6 ‘or two at the expense of thé rest. A
woman ail veason is only half fitted for life,
for shecannot beeven useful in the highest
wense, unless she be loveable also. A wo-
man all fancy and feeling will be sare ¢o
altract, to interest, to awaken sentiment,
but ker reign will be short, because her
character offers no solid basis of trust and
confidence. In the practical duties of life,
in the exercise of the kindly offices uud
sweet affoctions of home, the heart and the
Judgment grow heaithfully gide by wide;
that is the best school of character.
“But the imaginntion, Aunt Deborah;
you seem to forget thut” )
“ Ak my deav, that is a whole chapter
by itsclf. I must go now and viait poor
- neighbour Crofton. But let me say one
thing ta you, it you would have your keart
right towards either God or your fellow-
creatures, have as little to do with novels as
possible.  Great novel-readers are never
eat Bible-readers or great cottage-visitors.
bey aie lovers of pleasure {such as is to
be got from novel-reading) more than
lovers of God, and they substitute a false
and simpering sentimentalism, for a genu-
ine and active benevolence. They show
but little, either of piety towards God, or
of kindness towards their neighbours.

BANGALORE.

The following interesting particalars were
.eeleceed from the Journal of Mrs. Sewell.

A JOYFUL 8URPRISK.

O:Wber, 14th.—« AsT was hastening through
Y ‘tll:: fd,utles to get off to the Zenana school,
e ettah, Krishparow, one of the schook
ey lljﬁ, was announced. I expected some
: ittle trouble had arisen, and trying to
-&‘h 0u patience, I told him to sit down, and
tme wha§ was his busine

;ml rouble, it was the most welcome and joy-
! uews that he had made up his mind to be-
come a Christian. His tale was simple, ear-
Dest, aud tonching, and I sat still and drank
’n his words. They were in substance as fol-
OW8;j! When I came to you in March last I
;;‘: tothing of Christianity, but believed it
ot bad. 1 thought it s terrible misfortune
thes I ghould have to take such a situation as
:Pé dosﬁaqhmg girls for Christians, It was
ol lcting to mwe, but T was poor and
MW?Q u6 other employment. 'The first
¢ould not bear to hear the children

8s. But his was

a .
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instructed in Christian truth. I tried to stop
my ears. The Christian teachers being my
superiors, I dared not utter my -dislile,bati
was intenge, To be told that all were of osé
caste, and that we weta all sinners, was most

hateful. But as I taught the lessons I found
much that was good. I inquired of Noah. {8
Cuatechist who teaches in that school) some
things, and he explaioed them, and tanght me
other things. I wasstruck with his diligence
and fidelity. He was always teachin{ the
girls, or passing visitors, never idle! I ob=
served him and the other Christians known te
me, and began to study the religion. Noah
often read the Bible with me, and I saw that
it was true. 1 bought onme for myself, and
¢>ad it day and night as I could find time.em
My anxiety became great, for Tsaw that Hine
dooism was false, that I was a wretched sine
ner, born in sin, and altogether depraved.e
I could not sleep at night, my heart was fall
of these things and of anxiety. I went to
chapel and heard sermons, and they helped
we very much. I often talked to the Brahmin
friend with whom 1 am living about Christis
anity, and we read some books together.=
Sometimes he agreed to what we read, and
then he would argue agatnst it, and taunt me
with partiality to it. Sometimes he is very
angry with me. Bat he is afraid of his peos
ple, and does not feel any fear of God, or care
about his soul. I only want tobe saved. I
care for nothing if I cun only have a part in
« this great salvation;” (alluding to a sermon
he had heard the previous Sabbath from Ieb,
ii. 3, preached by one of the native students.)
I now bless God that I came to your school
It is the greatest mercy that He has ever shown
to me. I cannot thank you as I wish’ ‘Do
you think Jesus can save you? Isaid. *Yes
I believe he can.’ *Do you think he is willing
to do so? ‘O, yes; He woull sava dll the
world if they would come to Him. ¢ Will
not your relations be angry? *Yes but if
their anger is a thing to be afraid of, their lit-
tle anger, how much more must I fear the an~
ger of God? Perhaps you will lose youf
wife? ‘Yes’ ¢Can you bear to have all
your relations against you, and all your cast®
people? ¢ If the Holy Spirit is given mel
can. I cannot of myself, but He can give me
strength for anything, *Is it easy to put a-
way sin? youknow that the Bible requires it?’
“God can strengthen me to do it ‘What
parts of the Bible have you read? ‘ The
whole of Luke, (enesig, and Exodus, and por-
tions of other books’ You remember Abra-
hom's history? ‘Yes' ¢And that he was
willing to sacrifice his son at the command-of
God? ‘Yes' Much more was suid, and I
then asked Mr. Sewell tases him, and went to
|Pettah with  light and joyful heart. Had.a
1o, . . . [ Wi @0 e

a4 e
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pleasant hour with the Zenana school. There
.were seventeen pupils to day. Mr. S. was
satisfied with Krishoarow, and so also was Mr.
Rice, who saw him afterwards. 1t was deter-
mined that he should be baptized the following
Sabbath morning. He is a Brabmin about
twenty-four years of age.
BAPTISM OF THE CONVERT.

“QOctober 19th.—Sabbath.  Krishnarow
has been every day, and always in the same
mind. His feeling is deep and earnest.—
More than once when I have shown him a
promise that [ thought suitable for him, his
emotion has been very strong. To-day he
was baptized at the close of the service.—
During the service he appeared retiring but
not afraid, serious and affected but not timid.
His jutta (a single lock of hair left on the
crown while the rest of the head is shaved),
and the Brahminical thread, both marks of
caste, wereremoved beforehand. The ¢ thread,
is in my possession. He witnessed a good con-
fession before many witnesses; to God be all
the praise! A good number of heathen were
present, several of whom had probably heard
of what was to take place. One of the other
schoolmasters, who seems interested in the
Gospel, was there. The heathen present were
earnestly attentive, quiet and serious. Two
of the boarding-school girls, and an infant of
one of the native teachers, were baptized at
the same time. We hope a good work is be-
gun in the hearts of several of the girls of the
boarding-sehool. May it be perfected to the
praise of God !

PERSECUTION FOR CHRIST'S BAKE.

“ October 24th.—Krishnarow brought a let-
ter to show me, which he had written to his
elder brother at Adonce, upwards of 200 miles
from Baogalore. In this he simply, but re-
spectfully and touchingly, described the change
which had taken place in his views and feelings,
and st forth his reasons for publicly embrac-
ing the Christian faith. Asbehad no relations
in Bangalore, his baptism passed off quietly,
without an effort to preventit. Thc next day,
liowever, the social persecution which his
friends and acquaintances among the heathen
were nble to exercise, commenced. Fle had to
take up his abode with ove of the Native
Teachers, and the girls in the school taught by
Lim were diminished to about half their nsual
pumber. Daily too, as he passes along the
street, he is greeted with taunts and reproach-
s, all of which he has evidently counted npon
beforehand, and now bears in & Christian spir-
it.

« November 18th.~This morning Josiah
told me that the brother of the young girl to
whom Krishnarow is married, and her aunt
bad arrived and were giving him trouble.—
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They arrived on Sunday morming the 16th and
went to the Chapel and sat quietly during the
whole service, after which they sought to
draw him away from the other Christians for
<conversation, To this he objected, and invit-
ed thewn 1o accompany him to Josiah's houses
Relucrantly they consented, and there a losg
discussion between the two parties took place.
The next day they went to him in the school
where he teaches, and reproached him strongly
for dishonouring his family and his caste.—
This morning, as there was some reason {0
fear that violence was likely to be used; his
place in the school was taken by another
teacher, and he remained quietly at Josiah's
house. I sent for him. He told me that a-
mong other things, they said to him, ‘ We re-
gard you as dead ! Ie replied, ‘So dol

myself dead to the world and sin.” ‘ What,

then, about your wife? ‘How can you ask a

dead man abouthis wife?” ¢ When a man dies

the burden of his widow falls on the living.'—
‘Very well, then as living I am prepared to

receive her, if you will send herto me.” ‘No,

we will never do that uutil you return to your
religion. '

“The girl to whom he wasmarried, accord-
ing to the Brahminical custom, several years
ago, is now nearly of the proper age to join
her husband, and hence the anxiety of these
her relatives, on her account, leading them, as
soon as they heard of his baptism, to under-
take a twenty days' journey to Bangalore.

« His own brother did not come,‘most proba-
bly because his dutics as a Government offici-
al would not allow him to leave.

“ Krishnarow seems full of peace, and of
a cheerful confidence that Ged will give him
strength to be faithful, as e needs it.

“ In the * Indian Watchman, received yos-
terday, there is an inteiestivg narrative of the
conversion of & Bhramin schoolmaster in the
Orissa Mission, which resulted, after a season
of persecuticn, in the conversion of his wife
and four other members of his tumily, one of
them, the brother of the schoolmaster, dying
of the cholera the duy after his baptism, in hope
of eternal life through Christ. 'T'his was trans-
lated to Krishuarow. aud evidently was appor-
tune encouragement.”

LIFE BY DEATH.

An oak tree for two hundred yoars grows
solitary. It is bitterly handled by frosts.
It is wreetled with by ambitious winds,
determined to give it a downfall. It holds
fast and grows—seomingly alone. What
is the usa of all thissturdiuness, this strength,
to itself? Why am I to stand here, of no
use! My roots are anchored in rifw of
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vocks. No herds can lie down under my
shadow. I am far nhove singing birds,
that seldom eome to rest among my leaves.
I am set as a mark for storms, that bend
and tear me. My fruit is serviceable for
no appetite. It had besn better for me to
have been a mushroom, gathered in the
morning for seme poor wan's table, than
to be a hundred-year oak—good for noth-
ing.  While it vet spake, the axe wis hew-
i“;! its base. It died in saduess, saying as
it fall-* Many aes {or nothing have I lived.”

T'he axe completed its work.  By-and-by
the trunk and root form the knees of a
stately ship, learing the country’s flag
around the world; other parts form keel
and rib of merchantmen; and having detied
mountain storms, it now equally resiststhe
thunder of the waves, and the inurky threat
of acowling burricanes. Osher parta are
laid into floors, or wrought into wainscoting,
or carvell for frames of noble pictures, or
fushioned 1nto chairs that embosom the
- weakness of age. Thus the tree, in dying,
came not to its end, but to its beginniné,
of life. It voyaged the world. It grew
to posts of temples and dwellings.  Itheld
upon its surface the soft feet of children,
and tottering frail patriarchs. It rocked
in the cradle, and swayed the crippled Jambs
of age by the chimney-corner, and heard
secure within the roar of those old unweari-
ed tempests that once surged about its
mountain life.  Thus, after its growth, its
long usefulness, its cruel prostration, it
became universally useful, aud did by its
death what it could never do by its life.—
For 80 long as it was a tree, anl belonged
to itself, it was sofitary and (to a}\e:\mnk‘e)
useless.  But when it gave up its own hfe,
and became related to others, then its true
life began !

“Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone; butif it die,
it bringeth forth mueh fruit."—Johnyii. 24.

How solemn is that sentence of Christ!
“And Lif L be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto Me.”  No# other-
wise,  Not while He lived, not while in
full use of His fuculties, and by direct power,
}’“t on.ly pierced, broken, slain, buried,~—
Then hispower grew in weakness, as in a soil
and <'ie;§t.h restored to Him divine power.”
“ghm :lsa truth hidden from the wise
bus prudent. It is not a.trut.h of nature,

of grace; and many wise men there be
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who would turn from it. But God hm
instructed the poor and the heart-broken,
s0 that at Jength they have learned that
when they are weak, they are strong; that
they only live when they die to self, and
inherit all things when they cease to crave
anything.— Independent.

DISTRIBUTION OF POWER IN THE
KINGDOM OF GRACE.

The power of prevailing with God by prayer
is the highest form of power of which man
is susceptible.—And yet it is entrusted to
each and every believer, however humble
his position. It is not confined to organie
action of the church, nor to its officers nor
itsmen of influence. The obseurest child of
God has ns short a way, and as opea a door
to the throne of grace, as any other.  No
one has need to wait for church action,
before his own heart may have liberty to act
upon theheart of God in intercession. No
oue has need to give precedence toa more
agel or” humble person, before he can come
into the audience of his God and King.
Every believer be be everso weak and power-
less with men, may as a princa have power
with God and prevail. And possibly he
may do more for Christ and the salvation of
men, than those who have -tenfold of his
outward advantages. God holds himself
and all his forces ready to go forth at the
callof the prayer of faith. And he says—
“ Coneerning my sons, and concerning tha
work of my hands command ye me.” Be
it that you are only a private person, holding
an obscure place among the children of
| Ziou—your prayers no sooner escape your
I heart and lips, than they go forth, not in.
| your name, but in that of the most public of
 all persons—the Head of the church, the
jall prevalent Intercessor. T'hey no sooner
' excape from your heart, than they are cmlghﬁ
! up and adopted as his, and uttered by him-
self in hisown name. The wenkest Christ-
{ian here has a vantage ground, from which
he may put forth a power to move the world,
He can go in an agony of desire, and pour
out his heart to One whe is able to do ex-
 ceeding abundantly, above all we can 'ask
|or think. We have a great High Priest,
| who for us is past into the lLeavens, Josus
Christ the Righteonas, in whoss righteons-
ness we may come holdly to' the throne of
grace and obtain help in time of need.—
\ The Puritan Recorder, -
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ON THE CONNEXION BETWEEN
THE PATRIARCHAL AND
JEWISH DISPENSATIONS.

The ecclesiastical history of the world
has been divided into five great dispensa-
tions: 1. Zhe dispensation of Innocence,
_comprising that bright . dawn of the
world's history, in which man, crowned
with moral digunity, bore the unsullied
image of his great Creator, amid the bliss
and harmony of Eden. 2. The Adamic
dispensation, reaching from the fall to the
flood, including those ages, stained with
iniquity so great, as to cull for the deso-
lating waters of the deluge to wash it away.
8. The Patriarchal dispensation, from the
flood to the bondage of the Israclites in
Egypt. 4. The Mosaic, Jewish, or
Levitical dispensation, from the call of
Moses at the bush, up to the fulness of time
—the appearance of the God-man, Gali-
lean, who when he came, introduced tke
Fiftk, or Gospel dispensation, outshining
by far all the preceding, which were but
stopping stones towards it. It would be
easy to show, that each of these dispensa-
tions were Lut links of one unbroken chain,
which has run, like a golden thread,
through the ages. There is no gap be-
tween one dispensation and another. Each
ecenony fi*'s on to that before, and over-
Japs it.  The succeeding was' but a wore
glorious stage of redemption, than its pre-
decessor. Take for justance the connexion
between the Patriarchal, and Jewish dis-
pensatious.  Both coming from the same
source, it might be expected that they
would possess mavy features in common,
. and being suited for different stages of
advancement, it may also be imagined,
that there will be some points of dissimilar-
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ity existing between them. Roth were”
restricted in their nature, the former to a
family, the latter to a nation sprung from
that family. Both were dispensations of
faith and hope. Abraham looked through
the dim future to the day of the Anointed
One, and Moses pointed the tribes of
Tsrael to a coming Prophet, who was td
be a guide in all things. DBoth were dis-
pensations of types, and symbols. The
quivering ram that lay bleeding upon
Mount, Moriah in Isaac's stead, as well as
the blood of insumerable bullocks, and
goats, which stained the temple altar, were
efficacious only, when viewed in relation to
him who was to take away sin, by the
sacrifice of himself. Both were shadowy
and unstable, consequently both bave
passed away. In the one dispensation as
in the other, the dumb eloguence of the
spangled firmament, and of the flowery
face of mature declared in unmistakeablo
language, that the hand that made them
was divine.  The ordinary laws of mind
and matter operated in the one economy,
as in the other. Error combated with
truth, folly with wisdom, and ignorance
with knowledge. 'These two dispensations
had, therefore, many things in common.
1L.—WHEREIN THEY HAVE ANYTHING COM-
MON IN THE MATTER REVEALED.

All that was revealed to the patriarchs,
was known to their descendants, the Jews.
For whatever was made known in the
former age was preserved to the latter, and,
as a natural result, every coming dispensa-
tion had the advantage over the one which
bad disappeared. The enquiry at present
then is, what was known to the patriarchs,
or what was the amount of their know-
ledge?

1. Concerning the character of God.~—
That God exists, is the starting point of
all religion: and this truth was revealed
in patriarchal tiines, both directly and in-
directly. *Theheavens declared the glory
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of God, and the firmament shewed forth
his bandiwork,” The words of Jehovah

- could be read everywhere throughout his

vast empire, and they were those which
he apoke to Abrabam, ““1am the Almighty
God.” All his dealings with the fathers
proved his existence, and the “creation of
the world with which they were familian
besides the direct revelation just quoted,
told of his Omnipotence. T'hat he was
a being who loveth righteousness, and
hates iniquity, the expulsion of wnan from
Eden, the flood, and the fiery bolts shower-

“ed forth upon the cities of the plain, were

ample proofs, independent of those which
may be drawn from the many pr)mises,
and commands which were given in those
early timex The translation of Enoch
proved Lim to be the rewarder of those
who diligently setk him. The history of
Joseph—the successive steps which Jed to
his elevation, from the Hebrew shepherd
Loy to the distributer of Egypt’s bounty,

.. proclaimed God's overruling providence.—

In fine, 5o much may be gathéred up from
Patriarchal history, as to lead to the infer-
ence that Jehovah was known to be a Gad
of power, wisdom, justice, long suffering,
kindnes, and faithfulness to his promises,
and that e superintended all the affairs of
earth, for Abrahain nddressed him as *the
Judge of all the earth.”

2. 'What war revealed concerning man,
and his future DProspects. The conscience
of man sometimes accusing, and sometimes
excusing hin, was busy then as now, and
1t whispered of a state of alienation from
God. - But in case that voice might have
Leen dieregarded, another and a more
POW.erfnl Yoice was heard affirming, that
thf lnagination of man's heart was only
:‘." and that continually. That, the doc-

T10e of a. future staté - was known, is £p~
Pl;:lz:t from.a variety of considerations—
8. desth showed that righteousness
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a poot reward. The translation of Enoch
to heaven net the matter at rest. And to
this agree the words of the Apostle, “ The
patriarchs all died in faith, not having re-
ceived the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded cf them, and
embraced them, and confessed that they
were strangers, and pilgrims on the earth.”

8. What was revealed concerning the
plan of mercy. Patriarchal worship con-
sisted chiefly in that which conscience and
reason dictated. It was made up of tithes,
vows, prayers, the keeping of the Sabbath,
the rite of circumeision, the building of
altars, and the offering of sacrifices. Cain
and Abel brought their respective offefings
to God. Abrabam, Isaanc, 2nd Jacob alo
sacrificed under the blue canopy of heaven,
in the groves of Beershel's, and on the
high places of Canaan.  And their sacri-
fices pointed to that, which was to be
offered in the end of the workl, to tuke
away sin. They hal their hopes fixed
upon, and their fuith centred in a coming
deliverer. To Abraham it was revealed,
that in his seed, all the families of the earth
should be blessed.

As already hinted at, the Jowish dispen-
sation had all that belonged to the patri-
archal, and therefore had a knowledge of
the points, now enumerated. The Mosaie
dispensation may be regarded as a fuller’
expansion of the patriarchal, rather than a
break off from it; the one was founded
upon the other. It was the gradual ful-
filment of what had been gradually re-
vealed. Clearer revelations were made
concerning the Messiah. The time. plaee,
and manner of his Lirth and life were dis-
tinctly stated. Brighter manilestations of
the attributes, and perfections of G« ul, and
map’s relation towards him, were made——
Three codes of laws, the civil, tho cere-
monial, and moral were given as a directory
to the people. A counterpait to thaw

8 20t {p.be pewarded here, lse his was|

[thiit systems of Jaws, was to be found S
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the patriarchal rle.  Then no civil law
bad been given, but God the supreme head
led Abraham and his descendants, not by
& pillar of cloud, aud of flame, but by a
way wlieh they knew not.  The principles
. of the moral law, intérwoven with mian's
very nature, must have been revealed to
the minds of the patriarcha. Their holy
fives o to prove their knowledge of the
same law, which was afterwarda proclaimed
i audible language from the top of Sina,
from the midst of the fire and smoke, and
which was inseribed by the finger of God,
aipon the two tablets of rock. The patri-
srchs also had, to some extent, a ceremoggal
law, binding upen them. It was their
duty to offer sacrifices, and to circumcise
their offspring.

The future reward of the righteous, and
the punishiment of the wicked, was more
fully revealed in the latter dispensation,
than io the former. And the resurrection
of the body if understood at all, in
Abrahamic times, was but faintly known,
and it seems not clearly revealed, until the
time of Christ.

II.— WHEREIN THEY HAVE ANYTHING COM-

MON IN THE MANNER IN WHICH
THEY WERE REVEALED.

Both revelations were given in & miracu-
lous manner. God, at sundry times, and
in divers manners, spake in times past unto
the Fathers. To Abraham, his friend, he
made known his will by visions of the
night, by a heaveuly voice, and by many
distinet appearances. He talked with
Abraham, as a man would do with his
friend. To Moses also, the founder of the
Jewish state, he revealed himself both in
the midnight watches, and at the noontide
hour, upon the mountain top. From
Sinai he thundered forth his will, in the

_hearing of the whole congregation of
Jarael.  Angels were employed in re-
vanling both. And each was communi-
ested in such a manner, as to excite
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admiration and awe, in the minds of those
who received it. It was apparent from the
circumstances connected with their revela-
tion, that he who framed all things at the
first, who hath the elements of nature
under his control, who holdeth the winds
in his fists, and who maketh the clouds his
chariot, and his pavilion at his pleasure,
was the author of both, and that, unlike
the gods of 'the heathens, he could not be
lightly appronched, but was worthy to be
feared, and to be had in reverence of all
round about him. Both dispensations,
being introduced in idolatrous times, aimed
at showing the foolishness of idolatry, and

I'the unity of God. The doctrine of each

economy were revsaled to persons chosen-
hy God's free grace, who were to be the
publishers to others. And both were re-
vealed step by step. Often a long pro-
tracte] period elapsed between onme com-
munication from heaven and another, in
theocratic, as well as in patriarchal times.
IIL.—WHETHER THE STEPS OF REVELATION
WERE IN THEMSELVES ARBITRARY, OR
WHETHER THE ORDYR WAS 8UCH

A8 IS REQUIRED BY HUMAN
NATURE.

The fact as to whether there should
have been any dispensation of mercy at
all, or not, is as arbitrary. For, there was
no obligation on the part of God to give
dispensations of religion to man. All
must be traced to his free will, and sove-
reign pleasure, assuming the fact, however,
of a revelation, it cannot be said that the
maoner in which any particular dispensa-
tion has come to man, was arbitrary. Not
only is there a connexion between its parts,
but, the whole eharacter of the channel
through which it delivers its teachings to
msn is determined by a consideration of
his nature in general, and the degres of
enlightenment which he had at the time.
That the truth was enshrined in symbols,
appealing to the eye, was not an arbitrary
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thing in Judaisn. It was a necessity of
the condition of the Jewish mind. The
media of truth in the patriarchal, Jewish,
and Christian dispensations could not have
been interchanged. The details of the
Jewish rites were fixed arbitrarily, e.g. the
shape and size of the tabernacle, the num-
ber, and nature of the sacrifices, but this
did not affect the great principle of its
symbolism. Every individual revelation,

inasmuch as it was out of the ordinary |

course of nature, may be said to have been
arbitrary. But while every step may be
viewed in this light, yet the order in which
religious doctrines were given to the world
cannot be regarded as arbitrary, They
go to form parts of a whole,—parts of a
mighty and wondrous plan. The first
revelation given to man, was dim as the
flickering taper at the midnight hour, but
with the expanding page of inspiration,
light pours in at every succeeding step, till
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before arriving at the full meridian of iife,
Experience teaches every one to look for
tsuch a procedure. The human mind is
' not so comstituted, as to be able to grasp
' all the parts of any system, either scientific
or refigious. Knowledge to be beneficial
must be imparted by degrees.  And he,
who knows what is in man, bas ever ncted
upon this principle—he has ever made the
communications of his will suitable to the.

wants of the time. And in surveying
" this work of the Most High, the creature
must acknowledge, that he hath done all

. things well.
XY Z
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Pictures for the Children.

l THHE THREE YOUNG MEN IN THE FIRE.
i
i

DANIEL CUAPTER 1L -
. §
Nebuchadnezzar in his pride sets up an
idol of gold in the plain of Dura, and

at last it merges in the full blaze of gospel | commands the subjeets of his kingdom to
day.. And these different stages were not | bow down to it at the sound of music.—
arbitrary, for the erection of the Jewish i The harp, the psaltery, and the duleimer
state was only in fulfilment of prophecy— | are heard, and the noble and the ignoble
of th? many promises given to the patri- | of Babylon fall prostrate around the image.
archs, and was therefore fully expectod.— | Threo youths alone stand erect, smiliné at

In the revelation given to Moses at the
bush, at the introduction of the Jewish
economy, God himself connects the patri-
arclfal, with that dispensation about to
begin, by declaring that it was Abraham's

G]f;,d’ who was mindful of his covenant of
o

Revelation was obtained gradually, from
8ge to age, here a little, and there a little,
And it was this characteristic which made
it 80 suitable to the nature of man. All
the occurrences of nature with which we
Are familiar, proceed gradually, Light
‘daes not burst upon the earth all at once.
There is first the dawn, then the twilight,
then the full radisuce of the morning sun,
We ourselves pass through the successive
stagos of infancy, childhood, and youth,

»

the mnation’s folly, and sternly refuse to
bend their knees to the towering idol—
The princes and Chaldesan sages cannet
bear their haughtiness. They go and tell
the king that certain Jews are disregarding
Lis commands. “Bring them hither be-
i fore me,” says the enraged Nebuchadnez-
~zar, and forth they are brought inte his
| presence, but still they refuse to serve,his
! gods, or to worship his idol. He threatens
them with the fire, and declares, that there
is no God who can deliver ont of lis
hands. As many a martyr has done since,
the three young men stand before the
angry king nothing daunted, aund reply,
«We are not careful to answer thee in this -
matter, if it be 80, our God, whom we
serve, is able to deliver us from the buwn.
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Sifg fiery furnace, and he will deliver us
-out of thine band, O king, but if not, we
- cannot, and we will not serve your gods,
uor worship vour image.” Bravely spoken!
God never wants a seed to serve him, and
Tie has it here. Buit the heathen king
cannot brook the idea of having his law
despised.  In bis fury, and with face glow-
ing with rage, he orders the furnace to be
Leated seven tiwes hotter than usual, and
fre calls 10 his sycophants about him to
bind these Hebrews, who had insulted bis
dignity, and to cast them into the fire, and
burn them out of his sight, that they may
be an example to all these who may dare
to thwart hisorders.  Fresh fuel is thrown
into the blizing furnace,  The three
Jewish stripplings are bound, hand and
feet.  Nebuclindnezzar sits chafling with
rage, as they are heing carried to the fire.
Ly the «hief men of his army.  With a
forward rush, and with a shout, they
throw them in. Moment of liberty to
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego! but
of death to the servants of the king, for
they fall back, broiled, and blackened
corpses, scorched with the flames, which
biad set free the servants of the living God.
The multitudes stare in inexpressible won-
der! Dead men lie around the farnace,
living men walk in it! Language cannot
puiut the expressions of surprise, and
dread, that mark the countenance of the
crowd.  But behold the king. He had
been waiting for a many-tongued shout,
as goon as the inpious ones had been con-
sumed; but all astonished he rises up in
haste, with eyes fustened intensely on the
furnace, and with lips moving in a breathless
whixper, he says to his couucellors, “Did
not we cast three men, bound, into the
widst of the fire?” «True, O king,”
they replv.  “ What meancth this then,”
suys the alarmed king, Lo, 1 see four
men, walking loose, and unburt, and the
fourth is like the Son of Gud.” Nebuchad-
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nezzar, scarcely belteving his eyes, and
trembling in every limb, draws near to the
mouth of the farnace, and exclaims,
« Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, yeo
servants of the Most High God come
forth, and come hither.” The three at
once march out amongst his astonished
prinees, governors, and captains, not a hair
of their head singed, nor yet the smell of
fire upon their garments. The fourth——
the mysterious one, went as he came, un-
scen. No one regards the golden image
now; it towers high on the plain, but it
stands unnoticed. The three men, from
the fire, have riveted the attention of the
gaping crowd, now, gathering around, to
| get a sight of the inconsumable youths,—
The Medes and the Persians boasted that
their laws were unalterable, but here
Leaven has reversed its laws, and set them
aside. The king has changed too, and no
wonder. Hear him now, ¢ Blessed be the
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, who hath sent his angel, and de-
livered his servants, that trusted in him,
and have changed the king’s word, and
' yielded their bodies that they might not
i’ser\'e, nor worship any god, exeept their
rown God.” , .. . “There is none other
' God that can deliver after this sort.”—
!Truth indeed! And let all who serve him
‘take courage. Enoch walked with God,
and he led him past the grave. Peter
walked with the Son of God, upon the
unstable waves. Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego walked with him amidst the
flames of the fire, and the fury of their
foes, But that was not the only time, nor
yet the first, that they had walked with
him. They had been in his company be-
fore. ~ For it is only those who walk
with Glod in life, that he condescends to
walk with in danger, and in ‘death. * And
he walks with them through fire, "and
water to the wesithy place,” **

et oxYa
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_THE TELESCOPE:

OR, ‘‘ HOW MAY I KNOW THAT I 'HAYE YHR
RIGAT FAIH?’

I received a package the other day of
samples of telescopes, and other glasses.—
Of courze I examined them to see if they
were the right things or articles. When
it began to be dark, I unwrapped one of
the telescopes to try it; after arranging the
siides, I placed it to my eye, when to my
astonishinent, a star was quite visible. I
took away the glass again, and I found
fiere was no star to be seen with the natu-
ral eye; but through the glass it was seen
plainly, and seemed to be near. Well,
thought I, the telescope that gives such a
sight of a star, where to the natural eye
there is not one, must be the right sort of
glass,

True faith is exuctly like this telescope.

'he mind of fallen man is in darkness as
to the things of God; and without faith,
man gropes in darkness and knows not
Whither he goeth. Now the moment the
Holy Ghest imparteth faith to the soul,
Christ is seen as the'star was seen in the
tky. Andoh! whatasight! when Christ
8 seen by faith. If that is the right glass
Which reveals the unseen star; that only
18 true fuith which reveals the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ. « The light
shmgtb, and the daikness comprehend-
eth it not.” The natural eye without the
g‘f““ could not see the star. Man without
faith cannot understand why the glory of
God shines in the face of a risen man in
h‘?""e“’ the Lord Jesus Christ; without
f:‘"*h he cannot see this glorious Christ.—

Wbat i8 faith? said a doctor to his
Patient, who was an evaugelist. “ Well,
doctor,” said Le, * when 1 came to vou I
?\}t myself entirely in your hands; that is
8ith. * When a lost sinner trusts himseif

:ll.tire]y in the hands of Christ; that is
anh.»

Have you, my reader, seen Christ to be
Your Saviour; crucified for vour sins;
Taised from the dead for your justification ?

O You see Him to be all that you need,
Without a single make-weighti = Oh! the
Wickednees of thinking of adding anything
of our own, such vile worms, as a make-
mlgbt to the worth of Christ. God.sees
2 W‘ﬂWOfChx'm,theaheddiugufﬂis
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blood, that which puts sit and sins away
for ever. Are you in this light of God?
And can
Christ His Son cleanseth me from all sin !
Then most assuredly you have true faith.
For the natural man witbout the faith of
Christ will never believe this.

Another thing as to the Telescope: it
did not make the star; it had nothing to
do surely at all in producing the star; it
only enabled me to see the star, and know
that it was there. 'Fhis illustrates a most
important fact as to salvation. Many,
when seeking salvation, though they know
it cannot be had by works, yet suppose
that salvation is in some way suspended,
or ineomplete n itself, until they bave be-
lieved rightly. Aud thudthey make faith
to have sownething to do with producing
salvation, and thus thev are led to look at
faith, instead of the finished work of Christ.
They say, “ Oh, that I was sure I bad the
right faith, or believed enough, then I
should be saved” This is making faith a
Saviour. Faith has no more to de with
preducing salvation, than my glass: had tor
do with producing the star. 'Fbat star
was created and shone in the heavens ages
before 1 was born. I speak now of all
those who through grace shall be saved.—
These were all certainly foreknown of God
in eternity, before ever Jight twinkled from
that distant star, “Who bath saved us,

and ealled us with an holy calling not ae- |

cording to our works, but according to His-
own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world bezan;
but is now made manifest by the appeur-
ing of our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Surely
it is plain that our faith had nothing to
do with producing the grace that was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began. And when Jesus was manifested,
it was not our faith that induced Him to
beeome the substitute and surety of aRl
who should throwgh grace be saved. "No,

not our faith; it was His love. It was -

God who laid on Him the iniquity of ue
ail; and it was God who justified Him
from the iniquity of us all, when he raised

you say, the blood of Jesus

Him up from the dead. He sat down -

having purged our sins from the ﬁghz::'

God, long, long befare we were boem.
faith bad notbing to do with Christ f[m.
purging our sins, or with - God. Pﬁﬂyj

us in Christ, This was absclutely ﬁn&

~
H
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"ed long before we had actual existence.— | lory. Oh! let faith take its utmost sur

God saw in the blood of Christ the perfect
and eternal satisfaction for all our sins, and
this one sacrifice put away all our sins
from the sight oF God. You will say
then, «If Christ thus finished the work

|
h

|

vey of the glory of the risen man, and as
you look at Him, remember all you see is
yours, as certainly as you see Him by faith
~—all, all is yours. The peace of Jesus is
yours; yours for ever. Can there be con-

of malvation for all who through grace|demnation laid on Him now? Never.
shall believe, what does take place when { And vou are justified with Him; sanctified
the sinner believes? Just what took place | with Him; what shall I say? for ever blest
when I looked through my glass ; T saw | with Him. Now do .not let the glass

the star I bad never seen before, and I
kuew it to be there. Just so when the
Holy Ghost reveals the salvation already
finished by Christ. I know now salvation;

my ralvation is there, though I never knew |

it before. Sin was purged from before
God, when Christ dieA and arose from the
Jdead; this saved me; it is now purged
fram my cousciente by faith in that blood,
when God calls me.” God who justified
me then in my representative, Christ, now
gives me, by faith, the blessed knowledge
of justification in my own soul. Faith
dees not produce this complete salvation,
but sees it to be in Christ, and knows it
is mine on the testimony of God. «Be
it known unto vou, that through this man
(Christ crucifie] and risen) i3 preached
uuto you the forgiveness of sins; and by
mnl ALL THAT BELIEVE ARE JUSTIFIED
from all things from which you could not
be justified by the law of Moses.” (Acts
xiii. 38.) Do you believe what the word
of God ravs here? I do not ask what
sort of faith have you; there is only one
true faith, all else is umbelief: Lut I ask,
Do you know in power this forgiveness of
#ins through Christ Jesus? Do you thus
gee Jesus? If you do you have true faith
as certainly as I had a good glass, when I
saw the star. Oh! look nowhere but to
Jesur. Isheseen? Do you believe the
forgiveness through Him, not through the
merit of your faith, but through Jesus?
If you thus see Him, thus believe in Him,
then you are justified. You say from
your heart you believe in Jesus, then God
sRys, you are justified. What do you
make of that? Will not that give vou

cef Cannot you now say, looking
steadily through the glass of faith at Jesus,
*“Who was delivered for our offences”
(hold steady and look at the croes),
“and was raised again for owr justifica-
tion.”

8tretch out your slides, and gaze at His

shake with doubte and fears. Look again
on His crass and resurrection. Cannot
you now say, with boly confidence, “There-
fore, being justified hy faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
If you do not thus see Jesus, and know
that yow are justified, and have peace with
God, then, I beg, do not pretend to have
the true faith. There are many in this
day who do not know Jesus at all; who
do not know that they are justified; who
do not know anything, in fact, and yet say
they have the only true faith. :
If my reader is one of these, wilt thou
tell me how it is, that all who did believe
in the davs of the Apostles knew they
were justifiel, and had peaco with God;
whilst thou savest thon art a believer, ani
vet thou noither knowest that thou art jus-
tified, nor that thou hast peace with God ?
Mny God reveal His Son to thee, so that
being justified and having peace with God,
thy whole being, body, soul, and spirit,
may be cheerfully devoted to His service
of love. C. S.

— @ e

THE WINE CUP AND TIIE OCEAN.

The Germans have a proverb which runs
thus, “More are drowned in the wine cup than
in the ocean.” Although the saying is strik-
ingly paradoxical, yet the contrast is so com-
plete, between the liternl wine cup which
K}ould scarcely drown a fly, and the vast ocean,

e

“Symbol of a drear immensity,”
which in its hillowy depths has swallowed
many a gallant bark with all its living freight,
that the proverb, so pnt, lays hold of the im-
agination and leaves the impress there which
reason would endeavour to erase. We ap-
preciate the subtle conception none the less
that it would elude the grasp; nor wosld we
willingly abate its force while we bear testi-
mony to the wisdom which it breathes, It is
not alone in the miserable creatures—outcasta
a8 it were of society, whom no one cares for
—that are left to die in solitude amid the cold
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and ungenial influences of our northern winter
that we reslize its innate truth. Death’s
{housand doors are open, and at each portal
stands the wine cup, luring the way-worn wand-
erer to his certain doom. In vain has the
suasive voice of friendship, or the sweet pa-
thetic _tones of love been raised to warn the
unwary youth from that little cup which is
yet more mighty to destroy than the majestic
ocean which mars

« Alike the Armada’s’pride, or spoils of Trafalgar.’

In vain have the stern tones of remonstrance
souaded in the ear as the decp reverberating
echo of some fervent appeal from the world of
spirits, the wayward will must have its way.
I'here is a secret power, no human mind has
yet fathomed, which seems to drug the unwary
down as it were to the depths of wretchedness,
in spite of conviction, in spite of common
sense, for the best formed resolutions give no
nerve to check its sway. Helpless, nerveless,
and without an effort at resistance, they drop
into the embraces of the destroyer, as the bird
drops from the branch into the open jaws of
the serpent, by whose fatal glance it has been
mesmerised. There is a sparkling demon in
the cup which God and natare alike disown,
aud which man alone hugs to his bosom until,
like the victim of the fiery Moloch of old, he
is consumed by its glow. Spurn then the lus-
cious draught while moming’s soft beams
cheer the distant prospect, for if you come
once within its po‘ent spell your noontide sun
may be shrouded in gloom—for verily the
voice of wisdom has said:~—* More are drown-
ed in the wine cup than the ocean.”

RELIGION A BUSINESS.

The otheér day we spoke in commendation
of un active Christian brother, to one who was
content to take things himself in an easy dog-
trot way. ‘OQh! yes, was the answer, ‘he
mikes a businéss of it.’

'Tha‘xt was just it. Here was the secret of
his Christian influence. Religion was with
him a busim_zss.' He was not unmindful of
certain  promises to puy,’ such as, ‘Be thou
fuithful unto death, und I will give thee a
crown oflife.” - Nor were his calcunlations based
on any Pelagiun ‘tables of interest.’—He
*went into 1t’ because he liked it, or in better
Wwords, be had a love for his calling. Thus he
‘ invested in stock’ such as cannot depreciate,
for he laid up *treasure in heaven.’

Buat he made a business of it. New it is to
be remarked of such, that though often the
humblest of men, there is a spice of shrewd-
ness in thejr dealin None are more watch-
ful. for o portanities, hence often' creatin
surprise, because often ‘catching men wi
g “Why, it beata all, you can't escape
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bim!” says a poor sinner, whose heart has bivin
softened by his personal appeals.

‘We happen to know a good old elder who
has this trait of making a business of his re-
ligion. He bethought himself of an dged sin-
ner. ‘Yl go straight off and see him. It's
high time he were come to Christ, for death
will soon come to him., 8o, with business
promptuess off he went ond met the old man
on theroad. *Ah! neighbor C. I was
going to your house to see you, to speak about
your soul’ ¢Why, Mr. V , this is
strange; you know I am not superstitious.—
But I started for the village resolving to go
by the way of the avenue; and despite myself,
I came this way after all. Now, had I gone
the way I intended, I should have been out of

your reach.’ And so this good old elder
caught this hoary siuner, and so set about re-
cruiting him for the kingdom.

‘He made a business of religion” How
Christ-like! It is the true imitation of Jesus,
* Wist ye not that I must beabout my Father’s
business?

CHRIST AND HIS PiOPLE.

Till the chnrch be fully gathered together,
there is in some sort a want to the perfection
of Christ, We must consider Christtwo ways
—personally, and mystically, Personally, or
abstractively in him:elf, he is not only perfect
but perfection itself. Mystically, or in rela-
tion to bis body, the Church: “ Now ye are
the body of Christ, and members in purticu-
lar” And Christ’s will is, that where he i3,
his members may be there also. 8o that tjll
the whole body be gathered to the Head, the
Head is in some sort not perfect.

‘What a treasure of joy and comfort is here
opened to us! Qur Savioarso loves us, that
he thinks not himself perfect without us.—
Thon hast saiuts, the spirits of just, blessed,
and obedient angels, thy own infinite self, to
delight thee—what need hast thou of a worm?
What am I, O Saviour, that thou shouldss
not think thyself perfect withou: me? Well
may this sweeten all our poverty, and the mis-
ery, disgrace, and ignominy, that the world
casts upon us. A gr€at gullant blusheth to
see thee take acquaintance of him, lookm
thee betwixt scorn and anger, thioks hige
disparaged by thy company: be contept, the
God of heaven and earth thinks himsei{not
perfect withou thee. Thou art uaworthy of
the favor of Jesus Christ, if thon canst not
coutent thyself with it, without the favor of
the world.
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«HE WAS TOO LATE"

The other day, just as 8 railroad train
had rtarted, a man was seen at the top of
his speed to overtake the carriages, and he
barely succeeded in laying hold of the
handle to throw himself upon the steps,
when his foot missed, and he war thrown
by the very violence of his motion under
the wheels of the carriages, and died in-
stanfly. He was too Iate, and the very
effort to recover his last and lost opportu-
nity destroyed him,

Again, the other day, just as a steamer
was starting from the ferry, a man was
seen to rush in reckless haste to the edge
of the floating pier, and thence, with all
the impetus of his motion, to leap for the
deck of the steamer: but even while he
was leaping, the distance had enlarged,
and he sunk beneath the boiling billows.
Heé was too late, and the very recklessness
of ‘despait hurried im to his ruin.  8» it
is with multitudes who have put off a pas-
sage in the Ark of Salvation to the last

opportunity; and the last may be too late. |*

ot long since, a grave, respectable man,
perhaps sixty years of age, stood by the
railway carriages just as they were starting,
undecided whether to go or not. There
were friends within the carriage urging him
to step in, but he kept saying, “No, not
this time,” and yet kept hold upon the
very handle of the door, half inclived to
go, and balancing between going and stay-
ing, when the motion of the carriages
threw him from lis balance, and before
they could be stopped, he was crushed to
dnath between them and the platform.—
He was undecided up to the last moment,
till it was too late, and his very indecision
was the occasion of bis decision. So it &
in every case, with those who mean to go,
but are never quite ready—not just ihis
opportunity—till already it is the lzst op-
potunity, and the unhappy vietim of
indecision and procrastination kuows it
not. .
Reader! Are you vet undecided in re-
gard to the momentous couacerns of the
soul and eternitv ! Then are you leaving
death itself to decide the matter for youn;
and if death decides for you, lie decides
against vou. After averv refusgl to come
10 Chuist, your likelihod of dying unpre-
P i greatly incren.cd.  Your babit of
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deciding wrong is strengthened, your habit
of indecision as to the right is strengthened
also. The case is mightily against you, if
you do not throngh grace break from this
habit this very day. If you leave the de-
cision to sickness to startle and impel you,
the probability, nay, the almost certainty
is, that you leave it to death. Take your
health, and not your sickness—take your
bour of life, and not of death-~for going
to Christ. Take to-day, for that is the
direction of the Holy Ghost: and only
when you obey God to the letter, are you
sure of salvation.

© A GOOD RECOMMENDATION.

‘3ir, p'ease don't you waut a cabin boy °?

*I do want a cahin boy my lal, but what's
that to you ? A little Doy like you ain’t fit
for the berth.

+ 0, sir, I'm real strong. I can do a groat
deal of work if I ain't so very old.

‘But what are you here for? You don't
Look like a city boy. Ruw away from home,

ey ?
0, no indeed, sir; my fither died and my
mother ig very poor, and I want to do some-
thing to keep her. She lets me come.’

* Well, sonny, where are your letters of re-
clc:mmf.ndaﬁon? Can't take any boy without
those. .

Here was a damper. Willie had never
thought of its being necessary to have letters |
from his minister, or proper person, to prove to
strangers that he wus an houest boy. Now
what should he do? He stood in deep
thought, the captain watching the workings of
his expressive fuce, At Jength he put his
hand into his hosom and drew out his little DBi-
blz, and withont ene worl putitinto the cap-
tain’s hand. The eaptuin opened to the title
page and read: )

* William Graham, presented as a reward
for regular and panetunl attendunce at Sab-
bath School, and for his blameless  condnet
there and elsewhere. From Lhis Bunday
School teacher.’

Cuapt. McLeod was not & pious man, hut he
could uot consider the case bwfore him with a
heart unmoved. The little fenrless . child,
standing humbly hefore hiig, referring Libm to
the testimony of his Sunduy ¥chool teacher
as it was given in his little Bible, touched a
tender spot in the breast of the noble seaman,
and clapping Willie heurtily on the hack, he
sail. “'You are the Doy for me; yor shall
sail with me; you. ghall sail with me: snd if
Youare a8 good a bad ox T think you are,
Your pockets shan't be emapty " whes you go
, baek Lo your mother.’
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Salibath School Lessons-
March 8th.

er—— ‘
JESUB WALKS UPON THE ‘WATER.
aMATT 14. 22-36. ’

1. <THE MULTITCDE DISMISSED.

185

| ped kim—Upon such mayifestations of his di-

“vine power, their faith was confirmed and in-
«creased.

Learn 1. The necessity.of private prayer.
‘The conduct ¢f our Lordtsl’nf{l‘li[{":sts thig. %Vo
find frequent mention in the gospel, of hig
withdrawiug from all his followers for the put-
pose-of private prayer. It has beep well said

The vast concourse,of people had to be sent
:away ju an orderly .manuer. Many wapld
dave been uvnwilling te leave the perfonal pre-
;sence of their Saviour. Leaving him would re-
semble being sent from heaven to earth. To
:such donbtless he would bave given the apswer
‘which he gave his apostles, “T am with yo} al-
way even unto the end of the world,” Matt 28.

20.~-Very many would have also wished to
follow him for the sake of the loaves and fish-
-e8; Juo. vi. 26.  He went up into amountain
apartiopray. With regard to pruyer as well
s to all things else, concerning onr duty to God
.and man, Jesus has set before us an example,

‘that praycr has the same relation tethe spirit-
ual life ug bieatn has to the physical. Aud
there are many things in the life of every
Christian which he would wish to wnbosom
ooly to his Gud.  From bis heavenly Father
he would seek sweet counsel and direction.—
Aud it has ever been the case that the most
fervent-the most powerful wrestlers with God
in public have been most in the habit of
private devotion,

2. The divinity of Christ. Of this, his
walking updn the water afforded to those, who
were iu the ship, the most couvincing proef,
v. 33, The laws of nutare were evidently un-
der his control. ’

II.  JESUS WALKING ON THE WATER.

The sea was tpssed with waves, viz. the sea
of Galilee. Small iuland seas surrounded by
Inountain gorges are subject to storms. The
disciples experienced the more the fury of the
dempest that they were. rowing against the
wind. - Perhapsthe moon was shining upon the
water, revealing to the disciples Jesus walk-
ing towards their boat. Such a circumstance
.excited their ularm even more than the storm—
“they cried out for fear.” They thought he |
Was a spirit-—some supernatural being, per-|
haps coming to_destroy them. But at the
friendly tones of Jesus, their fears would have
-Soon been dispelled. He, who had power to
tread the angry waters, was their Magfer—-their
Friend; Juo, xv. 15. :

HI. PETER’S BOLD REQUEST.

Though grace makes aradieal change up- !
Onmen it still Jeaves them that peculiar cast |
of mind which distinguishes them from each
other. We cunnot fail to observe that each
of the apostles had his [peculiar character.— |
John the beloved apostle was mild and reflec-
tive—Peter bold, forward, and impulsive.—
Lord if it be thou bid me come univ thee on
the water, He djd not doubt thut Jesus bad
JDower to enable him also to walk ou tle
Waves. Qu Jesus’ command, he set out boid y
at first, but began to sink. He looked too
much at the boisterous waves, ton much at
,lllmself, and too little at Jesus, Lord save
Mme—Now he looks again in the right direction,
ad  immediately that gracious hend was
Btretehed forth Yo save. The wind ceased—
Tniracnlously, and we are informed by St Jobn
that lumediately the ship was at the other

3. That theassurance of Christ's presence
brings sweet consolation to his disciplesss
The sight of one wulking upoa the storey
waters at first filled them with amazement and
terror. But the cheeniuy words of Jesus sven
dispelled tieuw tears.  Aad though we can no
louger see him with the bodily eye nor bear
him with the bodily ear, let us, in uil our
troybles, and distresses, endeavour to rewsise his
spiritual preseuce aud to hear him say to us in
his word, « Be of good cheer: it js I; be uot a-
fraid.”

4. That, upjeld by Jesus, the belicver is se-
cure. 'When Jesus caught bim by the hand
Peter had vought to fear: then the wind
might rage and billows roar Poter was safe;
Rom. viii. 35.

5. That Christal once responds to the be-
liever's ery—No sooner was the cry for help
uttered thau Jesus unswered.  He immediate-
Iy stretched forth itis Land.  Are you like Pe-
ter in trouble or distress? O theu ery to Jesus,
“ Lord save me” and he both can and will give
you yelief. .

e e

Muarch: 15th. 1863.

QUAILS SENT.—Numb, xi. 16-23, 31-33;
. THE QUAILS PRQMISED. |

Guther unio me serenty wmen. Seventy,
whom Moses knew would be elder, uvt 1
naine only, but ip reality. This was tae firsg
institatisu of the Sanfedrim, which m ufteg
aze;sut in Jerasalem, snd wug the hi rhes! g 'mf
of judg.nent among.t the dewy ‘W: welf
with is—a liv 1most dishonupayg 1v Uot—
Kven a whole motith=1he Lord prprnises, op

#de; Jno. vi. 2. They came gnd worship-

| rther threatens, thot tacy sbould b perfiedy
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with the animal food, which they so
wuch coveted. 'To have wept before himme
how bitter must have been their longing.
How blessed if sinners weuld thus long for
Christ ! Shall the flocks and. the herdsbe
slain for them—Some suppose that Moses
asked these questions merely for information,
but it seems more probable that like the apos-
tles, Matt xv, 33, he doubted. The best of
men are far from bcing perfect.
The Quailsand Plague sent. A southwind
blew from the Red Sea and brought the quails.
. "T'hey ure 'a small sized species of partridge.
They migrate in immenpse numbers between
Asia and Africa, frequently resting in their
flight on the islands of the Mediterranean.
They are then easily caught and their flesh is
esteemed a luvury.  Tlir supply was evident-
ly wiraculous. Gathered tlen homers—a
quantity ten times greater than that of the
manna required for the daily supply of one
man. Immediately the plague broke out.—
Some suppose that it it was the consequence
of excessive indulgence in animal food, which
in warm climates is very jujurious; but it is
more probable, that like the fire from heaven
which had consumed them, ver. 1., the plague
came directly from the Lord, independently of
all natural causes.

Learn. 1. That idleness is the parent of

evil desires. 'The children of Israel were en-
gaged in no active employment, when they be-
came the prey of lust und discontent. We
should therefore always scek some active, nse-
ful employment whether of hand or of head.
. 2 That the sensual are aliays unbeliev-
tng.  Tsrael lusted and forgot God: Psal. evi.
13. Carnal desires, like a thick cloud, o
obscured their spiritual vision that they could
not see or know the Lovd.

8. That the love of the world will end in
misery. Neither the world, nor anything it
containg, whether riches, iume, learning, or
quails can satixfy the longings of an immortal
soul. How unsatisfactory are all sinful enjoy-.
ments! The soul soon abhors that which
once it loved. 'The drunkard will one day
curse the wine-cup, the glutton his danties, and
the miser his gold.

4. That worldly prasperity may be a curse.
It may bring barenness to the soul. God sent
the quails in His anger.
THE INVISIBLE WORLD—THE MIN-

ISTRY OF' ANGELS.

BY OLD JACOB.

1 I6ve to indulge in speculations upon the
things of another world, when I have any
foundations on which to build them. Ibelieve,
$hat, when based upon the facts which natare

.
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exhibits, or which the Sexiptures reveal, they
may exert a good influence dverus; especially,
by familiarising our minds somewhat with that
state on which we are soon to enter. One of
these speculations I take the liberty of present-
ing to the reader, and hope that it may not be
without some interest for him.

I used frequently when a boy to amuse my-
self by taking a certain species of worm from
its abode without, placing it upon my shelf,
furnishipg it with food from day to day, and
watching the changes through which it passed,
till at length it came forth from its tomb of
shell, and entered upon its new state of exis-
tegce, a beautiful butterfly. 1 recollect on
one occasion especially, when I assisted the
struggling creature to free itself from what
seemed to be its grave, and ministered to it a
passage into the new world appointed for its
reception. Away it flew like a winged spirit,
as I aided it in breaking the fetters of its for-
mer state, and commenced feeding on the
flowers of the field, roaming from one to an--
other at its will.

T have often reflected upon this matter, and
thushave I thought. Here is a worm, for
which & future is appointed. It passes
through, in order toreach that future, what to
it perbaps is death. It seems to have a buri-
al. It comes forthfrom the grave, furnished
with new powers, into a world all prepared for,
and adapted to its new capacities—a world in
which it has a far widerrange than in the state
which it left, and in which new sources of
pleasure are opened up to it. It could not
have known any thing of all this. What it
would be, it could not have told, but a place
was prepared for it. The beneficent Creator
had made abundant provision for its fature
state. 'What may have been its sensation as
it entered the new world made ready for it?
Was there any recognition of its former self
—any memories of the past ?

Here, too, was I, whose position in the scale
of being was such, that I could take cogniz-
ance of both the states of this poor worm—
yvhat was its present, aud its future. My ex-
istence reached throngh both. I sawit die—
L'saw it risc again. What it passed through
may have been as much death to it as death
will be to me. Did I think of decay, of de-
struction, or death, when [ saw it passing
through its change from one world to another?
No—I thought only of change. To me, there
did not seem even a suspension of life, but
simply a birth into a new state. It all seem-
ed perfectly natural. Its death was bat one
of the laws of nature, whose operation was
watched by me with a curious eye, =

Nay more—I| was a ministering spirit to
this poor worm, though it may not haye known
ma g such. To it I was, ina pprtain vanse,

-
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far did my sphere transcend its | care and the skilful mstroetion of Miss
I belped it to live—I was-with it | Sarah Wight and Dr. Howe; in the Perkins

- invisible, so
owiL gnt
in the hour of its death—1I helped it to rise
from death—l stood ready to welcome it into
its new world. 1 was in béth its worlds. -

Thus may it be with me. ! ama worm—1,
too, must die. It may seem terrible to me.—
Yet why should it? 1 know that there are angels
of God;, who are mibistering spirits—whose
existence reaches through the world in which
I am, and into that in which I am to go.—

"They may help me to live. They may minis-
ter unseen, in a thousard ways, fo my wants
here. They causee me when I enter the
realms of death. Perbaps they will then re-
gard me with some such feeling and interest,
only far deeper and warmer, as I did the worm
in its change. Perhaps they no more associ-
ate the ideas of decay or destruction with death
than I did when 1 looked upon the worm.

Perhaps there may not seem to them even
suspension of life. Perhaps they regard death

Jjust as 1 do the operation of any natural law
whose workings [can trace. Perhaps, too,
they will aid mein my death-struggles. Per-
haps they will help my spirit, as it seeks to
free itself from all that is mortal, and will as-
sist in ministering to me an estrance intomy
new state of existence. Perhaps they stand
ready to welcome me therein,  They ave in it
already. They perhaps wish me there also,

There may be more meaning in that passage
of the apostle, about - mimstering spirits.”
than | have ever dreamed of. Viewed in
this light, death seems more divested of its

terrors, and more as it is represented in the |

Scriptures—as a sleep—a repose, over which

beneficent spirits watch, waiting for, and as- |

8isting us to our waking.
—n *

LAURA BRIDGMAN.

The case of this remarkable person
attracted the attention of the writer about
the year 1840. From time to time since,
notices of her, more or less extensive, bave
appearad. The fullest of any was in that
charming book, ¢ The Lost Seusex.”  Kitto
—hiwmself a remarkable character—dwells
upon Laura's history with intelligent and
‘most tender sympathy. It is no wonder;
for his own history, all things considered,
18 almost as wonderful and touching as hers.

Lavra BrmeMaN was born at Hanover,
N.H., inDecember. 1829. From her birth
she had but one sense, that of touch. 1In
such a condition, the development of her
mind would seem to have been almost im-
possible. - The result, however; proved
otherwise, Early placed under the kind
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Institute and Massachusetts Asylum for the
: Blind, her progress was such as to give her
a world-wide fame. .Indeed, her case de~
serves to be stwdied closely,as in some
respects, perhaps, furnishing the most re-
markable’ psychological phenomenow the
world has ever seem and one well adapted
toshed light on the mysterious unfolding of”
the Human Mind.

The case of James Mitchell of Seotland,
as related by Dugald Stewart, in his “philo-
sophy of the Human Mind,” was thought
to be of sufficient importance to occupy fifty-
six pages of that werk : yet Laura Bridgman
presents a stronger case.  He, though deaf’
and partially blind, had for a short time
enjoyed the sgnse of sight, and his senses of
taste and smell were wonderfully acutes;
while her communication with the outer
world was barred at every avenue but that
of touch.

Mitchell's case was brought forward to
prove and illustrate thie essential difference
between Man and thelower animals in respect
to mind; and for this purpose’ Laura’s case
would be stiil more apposite. It may seemx
 strange that men of learning and genius
| should seriously set themselves to degrade
} men to the level of the beasts: but so it is.
: Helvetius taught that the intellectual supe-
t riority of man, over the brutes, was acei-
dental ; the result merely of cireumstancesy
the principal of which was, his superior
physical organization. 3uid ke: «If the
wrist of man had been terminated by the
' hoof of the horse, the species would still
i have been roaming in the forest,”
| Itis trne, the fine bodily orgnnization
{ of man befiiends his spiritus} element ; and
' we cannot fail to see, in their wonderfnl
correspondence, most striking proofs of
beneficent wisdom. Yet, what candid ani
intelligent person ever really doubted that
man and the lower animals occupy vastly
different grades of being. Loek at the case
of Laura Bridgman. Behold her with one
sense to reveal to her inward perception the
existence of the outer world. ~She can feel;
that is all.  So ean the ape; so €an the
elephant. . But while those animals, with
all the training that can be bestowed upon
them, aided. moreover by a wonderful or-
ganization, sod with the other soneey to
boot,: never learn the we of arbitrary sgme
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for the expression of iflens, or for purposes | New things «are emerging. “Whether we

«of reasoning; behold Laura, with irrepres-
ssible euriority, seeking a ‘knowledge .of
rexternal objects, performing mental qpera-
stions, and actually framing words!

The story, of .Laura suggests many;useful
-reflections, ,How :pliant :is the human
coustitution. How easily it adapts itself
-to the hardest.conditions,-and finds.enjoy-
<nent in:the most multiform circumstances.
Xoor Laura, ¢ .for whom «the sun ‘has -no

Jdight, the air nosound, and the flowers no]

«color nov perfuine,”—who would seem by
“her bard |2t .to be shut up to hopeless
-misery,—is yet a contented .and cheerful
-being; as happy as the most envied pos-
-sessor of the.gifts of nature and of fortune!
Jlow little, after all, does happiness depend
qpon external things! Tet the story of
“Laura teach us.all to be content with such
fliings as we have.

One reflection more, Behold how mind
.can rise upward, agsinst all that tendsto
repress it! “1f ever there was one who
-wou'tl reem iy the conditien of her exis-
Aencedoonied to bopeless imbeeility, Laura
“‘Bridgman .was that one. See her, with
Aaculties -unfolding and intellect develaping,
Fising step by step from davkness to hght,
and eagarly seeking truth, Let no one
«despair .whose sen<es are perfect.  Aided
by Learing and-sight alone, how .eusy,
<comparatively, the progress to knowledge.
“Counseis of wisdom may-address your.ear.

-will.or not, each one must share, actively
orypassively,iin the vast procession of events.
Be ‘it.our ambition to act an ‘intelligent
gart; to be, not the mere tools, but the
mstrpments of Providence. How many
there are,.even im this time of boasted en-
Jightenment, who, instead of being able to
sound the mighty problem now, solving,
-can but look-on:their grand evolutions with
stupid wonder! How many, not merely
unable toexplore, a little way, the Jabyrinth
of the past, fail even to catch a glimpse of
the startling significance of the pregnant
now! How many—whose self-complacency
would not be much flattered if the truth
was told——cannot read, with .even tolerable
appreciation, the truth of that potent organ
of modern society, the newspaper.—N. Y.
Obgerver.

LABOUR AND WAIT.

“The child who sows flower seeds in his
garden at night, is apt to weep in the
morning it the expected flowers do not
appear. Itis well if he do not impatiently
destroy his first labour, by raking after the
seeds, to see if they have sprouted. With
a spirit very similar to this, do many
Christians labour for God. ‘With zeal they
sow the seed ; but when the fruit delays its
.coming, with childlikeimpatience they fret,
and pronouunce their labour lost.

This is not only childish conduet, it is

Your eye may glance over the “ample | worse; jt'betrays an undieciplined spirit,
-page, rich with the spoils of time.”  Arise; an unsanctified will, and an impatience
—make the effort. I cannot—never ac- |-unworthy of adisciple of Christ. Itsavours
.complished anything great., 7wl try— 'not a little of selfish vauity, which yearns

has done wonders. That simple resolve |
«arried Bacon, and Newton, and Frankliy,
forward in the earger of invention and dis-
covery.  Let that resolve be yours.—
“Though you:may vever achievewhat they
Aid, you may atleast acquire energy, in-
dependenee, balance of mind, and freedom
from-the thraidom of vulgar prejudice and
anere traditional anthority ; which shall fit
wvou for usefulness and enjoyment as indi-
widuals, amembers of society, and subjacts
of God's moral government.

How forcibly these motives address us,
aho live in the afternioon of tiris nineteenth
century,  The whale world is rocking und
dicaving. Hoary despotisms are bresking

to feed itself on the proofs of its power to
accomplish moral resvlts. Tt indicates that
«arthly aims are mixed with his religious
labiours; otherwise the mind would find its
veward in the consciousness of duty done,
of God’s approval! 1t would not fret itself
because the seed delayed to show its shoots
aliove the soil.

“The man of faith learns to wait as well
As to labour, He comprehends that it is
his mission to sow, to plant, and to water.
He knows that the tardiness of the seed to
throw out its shoots is not always a proof
that its vitality is Jost—that a moral har-
vest is often reaped a long time after it is

ap.  Walls of separation between vations |
e falliog. O)d things are passing away. |

sown, frequently after its sower has gone
to his loug home. Therefore, he waits in
bopa. ' ,



THE GOOD' NEWS:.

A Boy otte shot an drrow into the dir.
8o lofty was its flight, be lost sight ofit in
the clouds, and failed: to detect the place of
its descent. Long time he searched jn
vain around the meadow, and at last went’
home mourning the loss of his arrow.—

Cears passed away. The boy became a
man.  After many wanderings, he revisited
the haunts of his.boyhood. Walking
around the'meadow, he gazed upon:a vener-
able oak, whose wide spreading branches
had frequently sheltered him, in his boy-
hood, from the rays of the suitry sun.—~
Irull of old memories, he stood until his
eve rested upon a feather which protruded
from a hollow in the tree. He drew it
forth, and with it the identical arrow which
vears before he mourned as-lost.

And i8 it not thus with the efforts of
God’s children? They speak in‘the ears of
ainners, they bestow a tract, they utter an
exhortation; or, if in the ministry, preach
a sermon. They strive to watch the flight
of their shaft. Vain endeavour! They
capnot track it as it enters the mysterious
regions of the mind; and they too often
foolishly deem it lost. But it is not so.—
It has done its work; and either in the
future years of time, orin eternity, that
effort, like the long lost arrow, shall come
back to the bosom of its owner, bringing
with it a blessing, even the reward of aduty
faithfully performed.

It is said of the Methodist, Dr Coke,
that while journeying in Amneriea, he once
attempted to ford a’riger. But bis horse
lost his focthold and was carried down the
stream. . The Doctor narrowly escaved
drowning by clinging to a bough which over-
bung the river-side. A lady in the vicinity
gave him entertainment in his distiess} sent
messengers after his horse; and did him
much kindvess. When he left her roof,
he gave her a tract!

For five years the good Doctor toifed
onin the cause of God in England and
America. Whether his tract had been
destroyed, or had-pierced a human heart,
he knew not—-nay, he had forgotten bis
gift. But one day, onhis way toa confer-
¢uce, a young man- approached him and
requested the favourof a brief conversation.
“Do you' remember, sir, being nearly
ﬁﬂ:w;ned in———b;-river some five years ago ("

* I remeber it:qpite :well I replied- the
Bbioo, qu I replied-

180~

“Do you recollect'the widow lady, at-
whose house you were entertained, after
escaping from the river#”

«T do, and meveér shall I forget the-
Kindhess she showed me.”

« And'do you also remember giving her
a tract, when yqu bade her farewell 1"

«T do not;-but it i8 very posaible I did-
80)” .

“ Yes, sir, you did leave a tract: That.
lady read it, and was converted. She
loaned it to her neighi)ours, and many of'
them were converted too. Several of her”
children were also saved.. A sociely was
formed, which flourished to this day.”

This statement moved the Doctor to
tears. But the young man, after a brief
pause, resumed saving:’ )

T have not quite told you all; I am her
son. That tract led me to Christ. And:
now, sir,-I am on mty way to conference to-
seek admissiont as a travelling préacher.”

Thus- did the good Dr Goke find his’
arrow in an unexpected hour! And thus:
will our shafts come back to us all in due
season.  Courage, therefore, drooping:
friend! Weep not over any apparent want
of success! Put as you have learned to°
labour, so also must you learn to wait.—
Only see to'it that youtofl on in faith,and"
wait it hope! ' o

A MOTHER'S INFLUENCE.:

My son, about eighteen, had left the fumily-
circle one evening to attend a meeting in the
publichall. When he reached there he found a:
man standing at the deor, with a table before
him, selling tickets. A ball is to be held here:
‘to-night,” said he, ,and here:are tickets, sos
much for a geotleman and lady;- Come young
man are yout going in?’ )

‘ Yes, sir,’ said 'he, ‘T am going in, but not
toattend a ball. T never go to balls [ am
going to the third story to attend a prayer-
meeting.’ .
| 1lu aminstant the tickets were dropped; and
the vendor, looking into the young maus face,
said with tears in his eyes,-‘ " prayermeet~
ing!  Yes that is where I ought to °"'I"
Young man, come out on the sidewalki -
must say a few thingsteyon. -

He*aeyemed tobelirf agony whilebs told thor

.man that he omee went to-prayer-meet-
young. man ; - time-his- heart:
ings; that'be d:ho%g&: :; &"; “': Toft. owidr
o b o as a.child, and though-she wass
M,M'Mhiﬁlbm proping: tmw
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wiight become 4 miwdgber ol the. gospel.  His
another died, and he forgot her ceunsels; awd
now, said he, ‘I am on the road to.hell.'—
Youngman, Pray for me, Oh pray for me;
let me have your prayers’ This of course
‘was, promiged; and entering the room where
a few Christians bad assembled for prayer,
the whdle story was related, and each ene in
their tarn prayed for that man who once had
4 praying mother. The sequel the day of
juggment will reveal.

THE LESSON LIITLE DAVID
TAUGHT HIS TEACHER.

A teacher looked into the street one Sun-
«day morning, and seeing snow on the ground,
and snow falling through the air, he concluded
not to go to Sunday school. He, therefore
replenished his grate, drew his old arm-chair
close to the hearth-side, took up a book, seat-
ed himslef before the blazing fire, and began
reading in a very eozy, comfortable mood.—
Searcely kad he fixed his attention on the book
before a gentle rap at the door disturbed him.
Supposing that a beggar was there he went
out, but found to his great surprise that the
intruder was a little boy named David, his fav.
«orite scholar, and a child of an uncommonly
beautiful character. The little fellow was
muffled up in an old great-coat and scemed
bent on braving the storm. Surprised at the
child’s appearance, the teacher exclaimed:

‘What ! David, is that you? Where are
You going to such a morniug as this?

‘To school, teacher, replied David emphat-
ically. -

‘To school, my bov? Nay, come in and
8it down by the fire, and I will talk to you a-
bout Jesus Christ,’ rejoined the teacher.

‘I would rather go to school, if you please,
teacher.’

‘Well, but, my boy,’ replied the teacher,
feeling somewhat confounded, I am poorly,
1 cannot fo this morning. I should take
fresh cold’ oo

¢ I am sorry for that, teacher, but perhaps
there will be another teacher there, and I will
tell him ’tis too cold for you. Good-by my
teacher.’

With these decisive words the little dump-
ling of a boy turned away and plodded
through the untrodden snow. The teacher
resumed his place by the fire, but his charm
was broken. The boy’s fidelity and zeal - had
pierced his conscience. After a few uncom-
fortable moments he jumped up, put on. his
great-ooat, buttoned it well under his chin,

THE GOOD NEWS

and started in pursuit of David. He soon over-
teok the little toddler. Taking him up in his
arms he catried him to school, where he found
nearly all his scholars waiting for him.

Little David taught his teacher s lesson of
zeal that morning which he mever forgot. It
has spurred him to school many a rude morn-
ing. Should it become a spur in the consci-
ences of other teachers who are in the habit of
accepting a little rough weather as a justifica-

tion for neglecting their classes, the child,
now in heaven, will still live in his iufluence
on earth.

FORGOTTEN.

The “ollowing was cut from an Ohio
paper seventeen years ago. It has been
carefully preserved by one who, appreciating
its value, desires to have it reappear in
The Independent for the benefit of “ genera-
tion after generation:”

‘ Generation after generation,” says an
eloquent modern writer, * have felt as we
feel, and their fellows were as active in life
as ours are now. They passed away as a
vapour, while nature wore the same aspect
of beauty as when her Creator commanded
her to be. And so likewise shall it bLe
when we are gone. The heavens will be
as bright over our grave as they are now
around our path; the world will have the
same attraction for offspring yet unborn
that she had once for ourseives, and that
she has now for oag children. Yet a little
while, and all this will have happened !—
The throbbing heart will be stilled, and we
shall be at rest. Our funeral will wind on
its way, and the prayers will be said, and
the grave-colds will be thrown in, and our
friends will all return, and we shall be left
behind to darkness and the worm, And
it may be for some short time we shall be
spoken of; but the things of life will creep
in, and our names will soon be forgotten.
Days will continue to move on, and laugh-
ter and song will be heard in the very
chamber in~ which we died; and the eye
that mourned for us will be dried and will
glisten again with joy; and even our chil-
dren will cease to think of us, and will not
remember to lisp our name. Then shal
we have becorne, in the touching language

of the Psalmist, « forgotten and cléan out
of mind.’”



