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(Continued from page 71.)
XVI. oF sYNODICAL EXAMINATIONS,
3. Students for the ministry shall undergo Synod-
jcal examination : 1. After the second special
Presbyterial examination, snd before cum-
mencing the course of Theological study :
2, After the third special Presbyterial exam-
ination, and before being admitted to trials for
license,
These examinations shall be conducted by a
permagent comunittee or board appointed by
the Synod, to be called the Syxovtcat Coxt-
SUTTER OR BoarRD oF Examinators, (See
chap. xvir.)
The subjects of the former Synodical exam-
ination shall be the same as those of the
first and second special Presbyterial examin-
ations. The three exercises or essays sus-
teined ag part of the second special examina-
tion, (see art. 47,) shall also be produced,
aud the student required to read such portions
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS,
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of them as the examinators shall call for.

ETC.

FOR THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

61, The second Synodical examinstion shall be
upon the whole previous course of study,
but especially, the studies of the Theological
course, ‘The discourses mentioned in article
86, and previously read before the Presbytery
and sustained, shall also be produced.

62 Every student purposing to undergo Synodical
examination, shall be in attendance upon the
Synod on the first day of its session, and
ghall on that day give in to the clerk of Synod
his register of Presbyterinl examinations, an
extract of the minute of his last special ex-
amination, and a Presbyterial recommenda-
tion. (Seearticles 50 and 54.)

The clerk of Synod ghall, after the election of
the Moderator, and before the appointment of
committees, and the ordinary business of the
court, read out the lists of candidates for ex-
amination from cach Presbytery, in the order
of the Presbyteries and under the heads of
students in Divinity, and stadents in Philos-
ophy, and if required, the recommendations of
each candidate  After which, the Moderator,
having conferred with the clerk of Synod and
the president or convener of the Synodical
board or committee of examinators, shall ap.

pointan hour for examinations, which shall be
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publicly intimated, and the clerk of Synod shall
Hive to the clerk of' the committes or board

all the pupers belonging or referring to the

candidates, which may be in his hands.

64, During the meetings of the toard for examin-

ations, all business of the Synod and of com-
mattees shall be suspended,  Should the time
at fisst appointed for examinations not prove
(sutficient for the full and satisfactory examin.

+ ation of all the students, tae Moderator shall,
on the representution of the board, appoint
another timie, when the regulation of art. 63
shall Jikewige be enforced,

86. The meetings for examination shall be opened

with prayer by the cuavener or President.

87. The board of examinators shall have the list

of candidates from each Presbytery read, and
ghall inspect their registers of Presbyterial
examinations, extracts of minutes of special
Presbyterial examinations, and Presbyterial
recoymendations; and if any of these shall be
wanting or defective inthe case of any can-
didate, hisexamination shall not be proceeded
iny until the sense of the Synod shall have
been taken inthe matter,

68. Students to be examined shall be sdmitted one

by one. After examination, each student shall
retire, and the examinators shall derermine
whether he shall be recommended to the Sy-
ned to be admitted as a student in Divinity,
or to trials for license, or remanded to lus
studies until next meeting of Synoo. The
clerk of the board shall take down the deci-
sion, with such remarks as it may be thought
proper to add ; and the student being re-ad-
mitted, the same shall beread to him.

69. No recommendation of & candidate by the

board to the Synod, shall be received unless
unsnimous.

70. All the examinations having been concluded,

the commiitce or hoard of examinators shall
give in ¥report to the clerk of Synod, winch
shall be read by him at an hour appninted for
that purpose, by the Moderators

71. The reports of the committee of examinators

shall not only embrace the lists of students re-
commended or remanded, but any remarks
or suggestions they inay see 6t to tnake
generally, on the subject of education for the
ministry. They shall report favarably or un-
favorably of the manner in which Presbyteries
may appear to them, (from the documents and
registers laid before them, and the state of
preparation of the students under their care,)
to conduct the education of candidates,

SCHEME OF THROLOGICAL BDUCATION,

72. The Synod shall, if thoy see fit, on hearing
the report of the comunittee, record their opi-
nion of the conduct of P:esbyteries in the adu-
cation of students, and may, ifit appenr ne-
cessary, deprive any Presbytery that shall be
found to disregard these regulations, of the
prwilege of educating candidates for the min-
istry.

73. Students passed or remanded shall intimite to
the clerk of Synod the Presbyteries under
which they intend to reside.

XVIL or THE SYNODICAL BOARD OR COMMITTEE OF

EXAMINATORS.

74. The Synod shall appnint a board or committee
for the purpoase of conducting those examina.
tions of students termed “Synodical,” and
for other purposes conne cted with the educa-
tion of candidates for the ministry.

75. This board shall consist of a President, & Vice

President, of at least twelve ordinary mem.

bers, and of a clerk, who shall also be & mem-

ber of the board. Of the twelve ordinary
memb ers, two shall be specielly appointed ex-
aminatorsin Divinity, twoin Hebrew, Claldee,
and Biblical criticism, two in church history,
two in the Latin and Greek languages and
classical literature, two in moral and mental

Puilosophy, and twe in mathematical and

physical science.

The appointments to this board shall be per-

manent, and not renewed at each meeting of

Syrod, But the Synod shall remove any

member in consequence of repeated absence
from mecetings of the board, or neglect of
duty.

77. Theboard of examinators shall hold its meet-
ings during the session of Synod. The meet-
ings for examinations shall be held and regula-
ted according to the provisions of chapter
XVI.

73. The examination of students in each depart.
ment of study shall be principally conducted
by the examinators appointed for that de-
partment. But any member of the board
may put questions, subject to the approval of
the President.

Should both examinators in any department be
absent at the meeting of Synod, when the
hour for examination is appointed publicly
by the Moderator, the Moderator shall, on a -
representation to that effect by the President !
or clerk of the board, appoint with the appro-
bation of the Synod, one or two examinators }
pro tempore in that department, who may §
either be chosen or not fromamong the exami-
nators in other departments then present: :

76

79,
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These examinators pro tempore shall discharge
all the duties of the permanent examinators
during their absence, but vacate their scats
at the board on their artival,

80. In case of the absence, at the first meeting of
the Synod, of the President and Vice Presi-
dent, the Moderator shall, with the approba-
tion of the Synod, appoint a Vice President
pro tempore ; and in avsence of the clerk,
shall in like nanner appoiut & clerk pro tem-
pore, who shall discharge all the duties of
President or of clerk, during the absence of
the President and Vice President, or of the
clerk, but vacate their seatson their arrival,

81. Such temporary appointments of individuals
shall not last for more than the session of
Synod at which they are made,

82, No office bearer of the board, whether perma-
nent or temporary, shall delegate his duties
or powers to any other persou, but all tempo-
rary vacanies from absence orotherwise, shall
be filled up by the Moderator according to
articles 79 and 80,

-”§ 83, When any vacancy shall occur which may

require to be filled up permanently, the clerk
of Synodshall intimate the sawme publicly, and
the Moderator shall, with the approbation of
the Synud, appoint an hour at which the
Synod shall proceed to fill the vacant office.

If one of the examinators in any department
shall be a2 member of :he Presbytery before
which any student to be examined shall have
passsed his previous special Presbyterial ex-
amination, the examination of such student
before the Synodical buard, sha)l be princi-
pally conducted by the other examinator in
that department.

“ 3
- X VIIL of THE LICENSING AND ORDINATION OF CaNm:-

i

DATES FOR THE MINISTRY, EDUCATED UNDER THESE,
REGULATIONS.

cense who shall not produce a certificatz of
examination by the Synodical beard, and ap-
proval by the Synod ; but such certificate be-
ing produced, no examination shall be re-
quired by the Presbytery ; but the Presbytery
shall proceed to give out to the candidate
subjects for trial discourses.

The discourses required of candidates on
trial for license shall be, 1. A Homily; 2. A
Critical Exercise on some portivn of the text
either of the Old or of the New Testament ;
8. An Excgesis in Latin; 4. A Lecture; 5.
A Sermon; and in no case shall the same sub-

SCHEME OF THROLOGICAL RDUCATION,
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previously prescribed during the Theological
course.

87, No candidate shall be licensed to preach the
gospel until he shall have completed his
twenty-first year. The Presbytery shall in
every case require of the candidate @ solemn
decluration, or satisfuctory proof, of his hav-
ing attuined the requisite age,

8. No candidate shall be permitted to preach pub-
licly until he shall have been licensed by the
Presbytery.  Any candidatecontravening this
law shall be refused license.

89. The proceedings for ordination shall be the
same as in the church of Scotland. No can-
didate, however, who shall have been licensed
under these regulations shall be ordained to
the holy ministry unul he sholl have comple-
ted his twenty fourth year.

XI1X. OF THEREMOVAL AND TRANSFERENCE OF STUDENTS,

90. If any student afler enrolment, or at any sub-
sequent period, shall be desirous of removing
to prosecute his studies beyond the bounds of'
the Presbytery within which he has resided,
he shall apply at an ordinary mecting of the
Presbytery for a letter of transference to the
Presbytery under which he intends to prose~
cute his studies : the Preshytery, if there be
no ‘good reason to the contrary, shail grant,
the letter, stating therein at what point of ad-
vancement in study he has arrived, the period
of his being admitted into the class in which
he is, with such otherparticulars as the Pres-
bytery may seefit to add. Provided always,
that if such application shall be made at any
ordinary meeting subsequent to that at which
the student shall have been first enroled, no
letter of transference shall be granted until
the student shall have undergone with the
spprobation of the Presbytery, lis ordinary
Presbyterial exatnination.

91. Every student so transferred shall lay his let-
ter of transference, with his registers of stu-
dies, befure the Presbytery to which he has
been transferred, at its next ordinary meeting;
and if heshall have had a reasonable time for
study in the interval, shall be examined as he
would have been had he remained under the
jurisdiction of his former Presbytery.

92, If more time than may appear to be nccessary
shall have elapsed before the student shall
have lawd his letter of transference befuore the
Presbytery within wuose bounds he shall have
come to reside, the Presbytery shall require
satisfactory evidence of his conduct during the
interval, and, in all cases where practicable,

Ject be prescribed for any of these as was

a ministesial certificate.
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XX. oF vaCATIONS.

93, Students may be allowed vacations from study

by the ministers superintending their studies,
for periodr not exceeding a fortnight between
any two ordinary meetings of Presbytery.
The length of time spent in vacation, or lost
by sickness, shall always be statedin the
tabular statement given in by the student to
the Presbytery.

94. Presbyteries may grant vacations for such

periods as they may judge proper; and such
vacations shall in all cases be stated in the
register of Presbyterial examinations.

XX OF EQUIVALENTS FOR SOME PARTS OF THE COURSE

85,

97.

88.

89,

OF STODY REQUIRED BY THESE REGULATIONS,
Students who shall have completed in any of
the Scottish Universities the course of Phi-
losophical study required by the Church of
Scotland, may, on fulfiling the conditions re-
quired by articles 1, 2, 3, and 4, be enrolled,
and admitted at next ordinary meeting of
Presbytery to the second Special Presbyterial
Examination. After enrolment they shall in
all respects be subject to the same regulations
as others,

Students who shall have completed a part,but
not the whole of the philosophical course in
any of the Scottish Universities may upon ful-
filing the conditions required by articles 1, 2,
9, and 4, be enrolled as students in the philo-
gophical class and may havethe term o study
in that clase proportionally abridged if the
Prosbytery shell see fit. Thereafler they
shall proceed as others.

Masters of Arts of any British University who
shall have fulfilled the conditions required by
articles 1, 2, 8, and 4, and who shall be spe-.
cially recommended by tbe Presbytery to the
Synod for piety and qualifications for the Mi-
nistry, may without further Presbyterial or
Bynodical Examination, be admitted at once
by the Synod as students in Divinity. There-
after they shall in all respects proceed as oth-
ers,

Students who shall have completed a part
of the Theological course in any of the Scat-
tish Universities, may, on fulilling the same
conditions as Mastersof Arts,have their course
of Theological study abridged by the Synod.
But no such students shall be enrolled without
the permission of the Synvd.
XX1I. oF CIRCULAR LETTERS.

Al clerkn of Presbyteries shall at least one
month before each ordinary meeting of Synod
forward to the clerk of Synodand to the clerk

of the Synodical Board of Examinators a list
of all students within their bounds, under the
following heads : 1. Students in Divinity pre.
paring for final Synodical Examination. ¢,
Students in Divinity remaining, 3, Mausters
of Arts and Students in Divinity from Scot.
tish Universities to be recommended to Synot
at next meeting. 4. Students in Philosophy
preparing for first Synodical examination. 5,
Students in Philosophy remaining, 6, Stu.
dents inliterary class,

100, Every clerk of Presbytory shall forward cir.
cular letters to all other clerks of Presbyte. -

sics giving the names of etudents in Divinity
preparing for final Synodical examination at
least a month before the ordinary meeting of
S8ynod. Where this shail have been done in
the case of any student, no circular letters
shall be required when he is taken on tri.
als.

101. The clerk of Synod shall after each ordinary

meeting of Synod draw up with the assistance
of the Clerks of Presbyteries  list of al} oro.
bationers or licentiates ; studente on trialsfor
license ; students in Divinity ; in Philosophy;
and in the literary class, with the Presbyte.
ries to which they belony, and the date of ad.
mission of each to trials or to the class, This
hist shall be published with theabstract of the
minutes of Synod.

102. Presbyteries shall so arrangethe time of theit

ordinary meetings as to admit of articles 99
and 100 being carried into effect.

XXIII. oF REGISTERS OF STUDIES.

108. Every student zhall,on being enrolled, provide

himself with two blank paper books, one of
which he shall deliver to the clerk of the
presbytery, and the other to the minister un.
der whose superintendence he has been placed
to remain in their keeping.

104. The book in the keeping of the clerk of the

presbytery shall be entitled “Register of pres-
byterial examinations,” and inscribed with the
name of the student to whom it belongs. It
shall be used for the purposes stated in arti-
cle 34, and shall be laid before the synodical
board of examinators when the student shali
present himself for synadical examination,and
at such times a8 the Synod may see fit to
preecribe,

105. The bookin the keeping of the superintending :
Minister shall be inscribed with the stu- |

dents name to whom it belongs and entitled
«Register of private studies or examinations.”

1t shail scrve for the purposes stated inanti-
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clo 29, and shal! bo presented to the presby-
tery at every examination of the student or-
dinary or special.

100, In the case of removal of a student to the
charge of & new superintendent, his register

4

:
i
.
)
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of private studies or examinations shall be
transferred to the new superintendent, and in
the case of transfereuce to another presbyte-
ty, the students presbyterial register shall be
forwarded to the clerk of that preshytery.

APPENDIX A.

%6  Form of Tabular statement of studies to be presented by every student to his superintendent at
3’ least two days before the time appointed for private monthly examination.
% STUDIES. A. B. Student in Literary class, Studies from 15th November, to 15th Dec. 1839,
k! Latin Virgil Eneid B. lI1 from line 121, to end. Saltust Caiiline, from chap, X1V. to
é ) XLVIL inclusive. Mair’s introduction 15 pages of the Ancient History written,
& Greek New Testament Luke chap. X. to end. Collectanea majora I vol. page 1, t0 15
B * inclusive. Grammar revised from page 51 t0 96.
i
"}‘;} History. Adam’s Autiquities page 235 to 390,
i Geography. Ancient Geography of Asia Minor.
£
f Elocytion, One hour a day.
i
.;':-‘% English Composition. | Irving’s elements read from page to page. ‘The two exercises prescribed writien,
SN
{ General reading.
. “
Lk Remarks.
«§ Signed A. B
: ’ Along with the tabular statement the student shall give in a list of the difficulties he may have met
“$with in any of the authors he is studying, in the following form.

s,

A Difficulties in Latin studies,
Virgil,ZEneid B. IIL line 211, the Scanning line 489,
'Sallust, Catiline chap. XXV. last sentence, chap.
XLV, sent. 2,
¥Mair’s Introduction page 241 line 16.

ifficulties in Greek studies.
: -';New Testarrant Luke chap. —— and V. ~—
2Collectanea Majora vol. 1 page 2 line 17. page 5 line
%8. page 14 line 24. page 14 line 26.
After examination the superintendent or the
-student under his inspection, shall transcribe the
tabular statement into the Register of private ex.
;aminations, and the supenntendent shall subjoin
i_his remarks, as follows ;
2Latin, well studied, to proceed with IV. Book of
" /Eneid, and to endeavour to furnish it by next
examination~On concluding Sallust’s Cati-
line, to revisc it from the beginniig.
5 Greek, rather neglected since last examination, to
proceed with the Gospel according to St.
John and Collectanes and to write the exer-

cises in Dunbar from page 15 to 32 inclusive,

History, well studied.
Geography, well studir~ but too little done.
Exercises in composition 1st good, 2d subject mis-
understood, and composition too hasty. The
following prescribed for next examination.
One week’s vacation allowed,
Signed C. D. Minister of
The form above given may serve, mulatis mu-
tandis, for tabular statements presented at presby-
terial examinations, and for studentsin philesophy
and diyinity at both private and presbytenal exam-
inations. And the note subjoined to the tabulay
statement may serve as a guide to clerks of pres-
byteries in making entries in the register of pres.
byterial examinations,

APPENDIX B.
Statement to be submitted to the presbytery by
a student presenting himself for special presbyte.
rial examination :
To the Reverend the Presbytery of H.
I. M. N, Student in the Literary (or philosophi-



108

cal, or theological) class request to be admitted to
the first (or second, or third) special presbyterial
examination, and I hercby declare that I have ful-
filled olf the conditions required by chapter X1
(or X!Il,or XIV) of the regulations of Synod: that
I have studied carcefiliy the authors ami subjects
prescribed in article 40 (or w articles 18,19 or 4,
or 29and 52j of these regulations, nawmely 2 (here
take in verbulin the authurs und subjects pres
cribed ;) also that I have performed all the exerc-
ses prescribed in article 40 (or 47, or §6,) namely:
{here toke them allin ;) and that [ am prepared for
examination according to the Synodical regula.
tions.
Signed M. N.

The result of this Examination to be minuted in
the presbytery book, as well as in the students
register. And it will be sutficicnt, in the entry
the register to stute that the student has been ex
amined and s examinationsustaned, and to note
down the studies prescribed for the next ordinary
examination.

ON SACRED MUSIC,

1t was an excellent saying of the late Rowland
Hill, that “there is no goud reason for allowing
the Devil to have all the best music in the world.”
The truth is that music and the other fine avts have
been so long made subservient to the kingdom of
Satan, that good men have very generally regard-
ed the culture of them with suspicion, as thongh
they were in themselves inherently evil. But
Satan's dominion in our world is a usurpation, and
those who are happily emancipated from it, and
brought into the kingdom of the Son of God, will
bring to his service all the mental accomplishments
with which they may be adurned, as well as the
riches and possessions they may have acquired,

If music was & perversion of natural powers,
like the trick of the juggler, or the feat of the
mountebaak, it would find no encouragement with
in the precincts ofthe church of God. But asit is
the legitimnate exercise of some of thosc fine
powers which God has bestowed upon our won-
derous frame for excitement and exhilaration,
rather thanfor any necessity of the animal life, it
isencouraged and not frowned upon by the insti-
tutions of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Musie, in
deed, like the sister art, poetry, has, from the

QN SACRRO MUSIC,

earliest age, been rendered subservient to devotion,
It was extensively employed in the services of the
tabernacle and temple, and like some other parts
of the Levitical ivstitutions, it did not originate
with the law, though sanctioned by it, Moses and
the cluldren of Israel spontancously celebrated
with @ song the Lord’s goodness in bringing them
thraugh the Red Sca, and overwhelming their
cueties,  And Miriam, the prophetess, then led
torth the choirs ot the matrons and virgias of I-rael,
who with timbrelg and dances sung in response
the praiser of their Almghty deliverer,

The ancient prophets sometimes employed the
straing of the harp to lull them to that tranguil
state of soul which was most favorable for the
visitations ofthe prophetic spirit.  And Saul con.

fessed its power, when the strains of the son of
Jesse epubled b for a tune to obtain an ascen.

dancy over the malignant demon who had possess.
ed i,

The Apastie James exhorts Christians to give
vent to their unrth 1 sacred songs. And Paul
teached that these are to he employed also for
mutual 1nstruction and edification,  “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
and Hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace
inyour hearts to the Lord,”

The use of music in devotional exercises being
so important, and so well warranted by the word
of God, we need not wonder that it has always
been much empioyed in the churchat those seasons
in which religion has been in a vigorous and lively
state, Pliny’s well known note of the primitive
Christians in his Jetter to his master, T'rajan, was,
that “they met together befure day tosing a song
1o Christ as God.” The frequency of singing in
the private houses of the early Chnstians, may be
inferred from the remark of' Clemens, who wasa
Presbyterin the church of Alexandriain the second
century, A good Christian's life is & continual
festival ; his sacrifices are prayers and praises,
rending of scriptures before meat, and singing of
psulms and kymus at meat.”

Tertullian who flourished at Carthage about the
same time, in speaking of the duties of 2 wife, ex.
horts Christian women not to marry with unbe-
lievers, because they would thereby be prevented
from discharging the ordinances of the gospel,
amongst which he enumerates singing of psalms.

« What,” says he, “will her husband, when an i

unbeliever, sing to her? or what wili shesing to ¢
her husbaud?’ And he adds, ¢ When both are |
uvnited in the yoke of Christ, psalms and hymns ¢
sound between them, and they are emuloue who
shail better sing the praises of their God.” Aad,

)
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xto quote yet another testimony regarding those
“times, the famous Jerome, who lived in Palestine
:fm the fousth century, mentions that the psalins
“were so fimiliar to Christians from the practice
jof singing them at meals, that in bis own neigh-
. *borhood, «the ploughmen and mowers, and vine
‘ \dresscrs might be heard singing them in the field.”

i At the Reformation, the singing of psalms and
hymns was 10 longer confined, as it had long been,
" Tto monasteries oi rehglous houses, as they were
icnlled, but was introduced into the private dwel
Alings s well as public assemblies of those who
 “were delivered from Papal darkness and thraldom.
“Qur forefathers were wont to be branded as
-4 psalm-singing Presbyterians”—a title of com
. imendation this, as all those epithets are, whicha
f eplteful world has applied to Christians, when it
“has token thesn from what is peculiar in their
ractices ur characters. The title of ¢ psalin.
ingers” ig, however, we grieve to think, not very
3:pproprmte to the members of our churches in the
5 ¢pre~ent day. The exercise of fumily worship, of
Much the singing of psalms or hymns is, we may
uy, an essential part, is by no means so common
the families of ourcongregationsas it ance was ;
-‘and the singing of sacred songs on any other oc-

’>

" casion than the stated worship of the family or the

".church, is scarcely atal! known amongst us. The
" xevival of religion which took place under Wesley

\<lnd \Vhlteﬁdd way distinguished by the frequency
- of devational singing amongst their followers.
nd it says something for the perpetuity of that re-
r'mval, that the Methodlstsof our own day, whether
: ‘in the woods of Canada, or the in towns of Britain,
re honorably distinguished amongst other bodies

- of Christians for their culture of sacred music.

Theneglect of sacred music is, in ordinary cases,
ymptomatic of a declining state of piety. Inthe
“Beottish Presbyterian churches this neglect is
‘in part referable to the imperfect and defective
character of their psalmody, We by no means
udervalue the merits of our metrical version of
the psalms, 1t is, perhaps, on the whole, the best
‘that hes yet been made. But it is the work of an
‘flge of our English literature, in which the art of
3 hyming, if not that of poetry itself, and the
rt also of poetical translation, were in astate of
;great rudeness ; and so it partakes of the defect
‘which aremcndental to ull similar compositions of
hat age. This is one reason why our metrical
“psalter is unacceptable to those who have not beeir
saccustomed to accommodate its defective measures
fwith the occasional addition ar subtraction of s
yllable, and to whoin it is not endeared by those
nteresting associations that cluster around it in
:our recollections, as having been sung by our pious

3
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forefathers for many generations in their families
and churches, and even at the stake,

And then, the supplement to our psalter which
18 found in the collection of paruphrases, thaugh
tree from the metrical defects referred to, istoo
scunty, especially in songs which touch on the
experience of Chiristian lite, and are directly cu-
charistical to the God of salvation Our church
seems to be wore rigid than most other Protestant
churches, in exacting that the songs of the awect
singer of Israel should be rendered into verse as
uearly as possible literal, Yet, for this reason,
is it fit that we should be furnished with an adili-
tional collection of sacred songs adapted to the
New Testament age, If it be a commendation of
our version of the psaling, aceording to the celebra
ted Dr. Owen and others of his contemporaties,
that we have # David in David,”* then surely we
ought, also, as fur as practicable, to have ¢ Paul
m Paul.”  The glorious views of the kingdom of
God which have been communicated to the church
through him and Johy, and the other Apostics, huve
ut least as direct a connection with the praises of
the New Testament church, as the prophetic visions
ot David and Isaiah, We would desire, therefore,
to see an addition made to the collection of sacred
sangs used 1n our churches, and that for promoting
a fur higher object than sacred mugic—cven a de-
votional spirit. Melody is of real imnportance only
as it is the expression of this spint, and as it tends
to fuster it.

The obtaining of & better metrical version of
the psalms than that which we posse<s, is not to
be despaired of ; though we believe thst even
higher poetical gifts than those of Watts, anda
devotional spirit not inferior to his, must be found
in him who would accomplish such « work. In
the mean time, we think that the Syned should
seriously set abuut the making of an additional
compilation of sacred songs. The General Asgem~
bly of the churchat home, has, we fear, indefimtely
postponed this most needful undertaking.

It would appear that our present metrical ver.
sion when it first came out of the hands of Rouse,
had a greater variety in its metres than it now
has, as amended by committees of the General Ase
sembly.* It may be safely questioned whether
the alterations in this respect which it underwent
were in reality amendments. ‘The variety in sub-
ject and style of expression for which these sacred

* In Dr. Owen's recommendatory preface, quoted in & paper
0 tus ma azme for Novemler and Dccember iast, entitled
* Remwks on Psatmody,'* &, p 325. The bistorical sketch
of the wnetcical version of the ps'ﬂmw contxined in that paper
8 very interesting ; bt we subiscribe to its eulogy on the
goctlc:u beauties of thiat version with very considerable quali-

zations.

t Sce the grticle already referred to, p. 323 voi I
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songs aro distinguished, require n corresponding
variety in the measure of the verse into which they
wnay be rendered, as much as in the tunes to which
they may besung. For example, the verse which
wight suit a short lively ode like the CXXXIIL.
psalrs, would be less proper for a historical poem
such as the LXXVIIL., and much less so for such
solemn and plaintive psalms as the XVIIL, XXIL,
8nd LI. .

Buchanan, in his poctical paraphrase of the
psulms, & work in many respects unequalled, has
exhausted all the resoutces of Latinverse in vary-
ing the measure with the peculiar style of each
psalm. English versc may not admit of the same
variety ; and it would not be properto intro-
duce all the chenges which it does recognise into
u manual of devotion, 2ut it is at least as impro-
per that all variety should be proscribed, or that
we should be coufined, at most, to two or three
etres,

In any addition that might be made to ocur
psualinody, this v riety would not, we think, be lost
sight of, It is surely wiser toadapt tunes to the
verae, than, in violation at once of the genius of
the original of our psalms, and the usages in re-
gard to other compositions intended for music, to
compress or draw out the verse to cuit old tunes.

With the psalmody, however, as it is, thesinging
of our churches would be uch improved were
ministers to encourage classes for singing umongst
the young, and were a suituble selection of tunes
published amongst us, or imported at a rcasonable
rate, so as to render the means of improvement in
the art of einging so fur accessible to the mem-
bers of our churches, Other useful suggestions
on this subject may be found in the paper on
psalmody, in a former number of this work, to
which we have repeatedly referred,

But need we again more expressly say that
singing excepting in so far as it is utterance of
devotional feelings, isnot worth the culture within
the church. And, in point of fact, it will not be
cultivated there to any extent apart from such
feelings. Aswe would see our churches then de-
lighting in those exercises which are to prepare for
the employments of hicaven, let us laborand pray
that all the members of them may delight in divine
things, snd be filled with the love of God and the
Saviour, and live in the communion of the Holy
Spirit, the Comforter, and in affectionate commu-
nion one with another.

Weclose these desultory remarks with a hymn
from Montgomery, whose poetical talents have
been consccrated to a cause that will keep his
productions in remembrance, when those of some
of bis more gifted contemporaries shall have pass-

ed into long oblivion. * May the call to praisg
which the verses we subjoin contain be responded
to by all wiio read them.

Songs of praise the angels sang,

Heaven with hallelujahs rang,

When Jchovah's wark begun,

When he spake und it was done,

Songze of pralse awoke the morn,
When the prince of Peace was bots 3
Songs of praize arose when he

Captive led captisity,

Heaven and earth must pass awey,
Songs of pralsc shall crown that day :
God will mnko new heavens and earths,
Sougs o' praise shall hail thelr birth,

And will man alone be dumb,

Till that glorlous kingdoin come 1

No 3..-the Church delights to ralse
Pgatuis and hytns, aud songs of pralses

Salnts below with heart and volco,
Still in songs of praise rejoice,
Learning biere by faith and love,
Songs of praise to sing above,

Borne upon the iatest breath,

Songa of praise shall conquer denth ,
‘Then amidst eternal joy,

Songs of pralse tlcir powers employ,

Hyvvormsus,
March 21st, 1839,

SKETCM OF THE IISTORY OF THR CIURCH OF
SCOTLAXD,
(Continued from page £3,)

The Pclagian heresy—the most prominent features
of whichare, thatsin is not inherent, or communica-
ted by descent, anu that faith is a thing natural, or
capable of being exercised by man without the Spirit's
influences—having spread through great part of the
churches on the continent, at length began to creep
into Britain, About the year 450, according to the
Scottish historians, Celestine, then bishop of Rome,
sent Palladius, a person of considerable learning,
into Britain, ostensibly for the purpose of confuting
this heresy ; and he ultimately took up his abode in
Scotland, Fordun, in Kincordineshire, is said to
have been the place of his 1esidence, It was he who
first opened up the way for the corruptions of the
church of Rome to flow into Scotland, by introducing
prelacy, and forming that connection between Scotland
and Rome which ultimately led to the subjection of
Scotland to the Papal power,

Previously to this time, the church of Scotland had i

no connection whatever with the church of Rome—was
independent of every thing like forcign influence, and
was directed in her faith and practicesolely by the ora-
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7 tles of divine truth, expounded and enforced by the
~ pious and exemplary Culdees. That the church of Scot-
- land, ull after thistime, had no officers vested with
, pre-entinence above their Lrethren, there is the most
: 5 ample and satisfactory evidence, Bede says ¢ That
5. unto the Scots who believed in Christ, Palladius was
;% scat by the Pope as their first bishop.” Balleus, a
% very old British writer, says, * He was the first who
4 did bear the loly magistracy among the Scots, being
% made bisiop by the Pope.” Hector Boece testifies
.4 t0 the same effect, in aimost the same words. Fordun,
-% in his Scotichronicon, tells us that *Before the coming
% of Palladius, the Scots, following the customs of the

" primitive church, had for teachers of the faith, and
ministers of the sacraments, only Presbyters or

. Monks.” John Major in spesking of Palladius says,
.« ¢ The Scots were instructed in the fuith by priests and
. monks,® without bishops.” The testimony of Bu-
¢ chanan is, * This Palladius is believed to have been
*+7 the first who created bishops in Scotland.  For unl
" that time the churches were governed without bishops,

i by monks, with less pride, indeed, and external pomp,

"% but with greater sincerity and holiness of life.”” Even
-¢ Milner, in his history of the church of Christ, iycon-
% strained to admit this fact, though he appeais to do so
~uf with a sneer at the scriptural simplicity of the gov-
“ernment of the churchin Scotland, as if lordly epis-
" “copacy were the inseparable companion of civilization.
“His words are, * The decacon Palladius being ordained
‘bishop of Scotland, arrived in 431. Scotland had
- inever before seen a bishop, and was in a state of ex-
. ~eftreme barbarism.”
““#  Having thus noticed the first introduction of pre-
v',’:-‘élacy into Scotland, it may be well to trace its rise
“Jand progress at Rome——for it was there it had its

?origin.

In the days of the Apostles, Presbyler or Elder
was synonynmious with Bishap. In Acts, xx. 17, we
are told that Paul from Miletus “sent to Ephesus, and
*called the elders (in the Greek presbyterous) of the
pchurch.”  And when they were come, he thus, in the
. 328111 verse, addresses these elders or presbyters, # Tuke

heed therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, (in
the Greek ¢piscupous, bishops,) to fecd the chuich of
$God." Tu another place Paul tells Titus that he had
% left him at Crete that he should ardain elders in every
; %cily, if he found any blameless, “for (says he) e
% bishop must be blameless.”t The apostle Peter thus
addresses elders :— The elders (Greek presbyterous,)
which are among you, Icxhort whe am also an
crelder, . . Feed the flock of God which is amang
J; you, laking the oversight thereof, (Greek episcopoun-

3

*The term monk means pretty mnceh the same thing as
Culdee—the one belng of Greek and the othar of Gaelic arigin,
and both mean a setired or sequestered person, '{‘he word
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tes, doing the work of bishops,) . . neither asbeing
lords over God's heritsge.”™s  In two of these passa.
ges, just quotcd, the apostles designated the particue
lar work of 2 bishop to be feeding the flock; so that
tiie seriptural bishop is just the ordinary pastor, Paul
and Barnabus were ordained by a Presby ery.t and
so was Timothy,t and so were the temporal deacons,l
and the appeal from Antioch was issued in a Synod §
In the estimation of the apostles, “ruling was & less
lonorable and less important work than teaching; and
therefore @ Lishop, us ruler, cannot be superior to the
pastor or teacher.”  ¢“Let the elders that rule well be
counted worthy of double honour, especially they soho
labour in word and doctrine."q

The scripture bishop having been, in the primitive
church, nothing more than a pastor or clder—the pas-
tor’s work h. «ing been considered the most honora-
ble-~and uets of authority having been performed by
Presbyteries and Synods, wherever there were a sufe
ficient number of Presbyters to cousutute them—we
must look somewhere else than in the scriptures for
the origin of Prelacy. It may have g wn in part
out of the circumstance of making the Moderators of
Presbyteries and Synods permanent officers—a device
which was long ufterwards tricd in Scotland by
crafty politicians to prepare the way for the introduc-
ton of prelacy. But thers were other adventitious
circumstances in the cuse of some bishops which
would have the cffect on worldly minded men of lead-
ing to some distinction being made between them and
others.  ‘F'he hishops of large and wealthy congre-
gations for instunce, especially in metropolitan cities,
would soon be looked upon with more respect, and
would generally acquire u greaterinfluence than those in
poorer congregatious, or more secluded situations, It
was thus that the Lishops of Rome, taking advantage
of a number of fortunutely concurring citcumstances,
raised themselves to power and influence amongst
their brethren, until at Tast they were aimost univer-
sally acknowledged as the head of the church, Re-
siding in the impesial city, once the mistress of he
world, and waintained in affluence and even splen-
dor by the wealthy converts of Rome, they would
naturally be treated by other bishops und churches with
respect.  But they soon arrogated as a right the
deference which was paid them, and ut ap carly
period they hnd managed to sccure the submission
of the ltalian churches.  Afier the establishment
of Christiunity by Constantine relicved them
from all fear of persecution, their arrogance in-
creased; aud they aspired at the same universul ruje
in spiritual, as the emperor had in civil matters. The
bishiops of some other piiucipal cities, such as Con-
stanzinople, Carthage, Antioch, &c. became to some
extent the rivals of the bishops of Rome, through the

monk, howaver, has Lecome very much in the
minds of Protestants, with the corruption which marked that
class of ecclosisstics in ihe heyday of Romish darkness and
superstition. The word priest isin all probability caly s con-
traction of the word presbyter, whick was first- shottened to
prester, and them to press or priest,

i'rii\’u,i 5,6,

*31 Paer,v,1,9,3,
t Acts, it 1, 2, 3.
$1Tim. v, 4.
Acls vi. 8, 8.
Acts xv,

cts XV,
1Tim, «. 17,
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influence of pretty much the same circumstances that
hed exalted them.  Yet cven this contributed to their
further exaliation ; for 1n many instances those church-
es who felt aggricved by the artogant pretensions of
these metropolitan bishops, applicd to the bishops of
Rome for their intorference and protection ;—and by a
dexterous management of tho influence which those
applications gave themw, they rose by degrees
to the enjoyment of & very widely extended power
in thechurch. That power was still farther increas-
ed by their sending men devated to their interests on
special missions to the several countries where Chris-
ttanity had been planted ; and these men were pro-
moted in dignity by them according as they suc-
ceeded 1n bringing the chusches to which they were
sent under their influnence.  The bishops of Rome
were as yet orthodox in doctrine, but their zeal for
the supprestion of heresy was at the same time made
an additional means for the advancement of their
ambitious schemes,  But in afier ages we find them
extending and securing their power by means that
tended directly ¢o the corruption and subversion of
every thing lLixe the true religion.

Palladius having scttled in Scotland, appears to
have given himself duigently to the spreading of the
gospel in destivuie pans of the country ; but, true to
the advancement of the preiacy of Rome, we find
him introducing a new order into the church, by or-
daining bishops, and sending them over the country.

About the same time, there was one Ninian, whe
flourished in Gallowny. Ide was born in Britain,
but had Leen educated in France under his uncle,
Martin, the bishop of Tours, and had prosecuted his
studies for some time at Rome.  He labored cxten-
sively, and s said to have been the means of con-
verting the southern Picts tothe faith of Charist.

About this time, Patrick, the famous saint, was
sent into Ircland. He was bern in Scotland, near
Dumbarton, but had been in Ircland for some years
in hisyouth. He spent several years in France, and
having made great proficiency in lenening, travelled
to Rome. Celestine, the bishop of Rame, hearing of
his good qualities, and partizularly that he had beea
in Ireland, made choice of hiss as a missionacy to the
inhabitants of that country. A number of other
preackers accompained him fram Scotland, andit is
suid that such was their diligence that almoest the whale
countiy was brought to embrace the religion of Chirist.
This is the common account Landed down by lusto-
vinus; but from the advonced sinte of Loth leaming
and religion in Ircland, in the carly part of tie fol.
lowing century, only a foew years afier this, I am in-
clined to belicve that the gospe! had been introduced
from Scottand nt n wuch casiier period, i, cven at
this time had wade considerabie progress in some
places.  This appears the more likely when we con-
sider that, trom the carliest settlement of the two
countrics, there had been frequent intercourse kept up
between them, aud that uwpon the overthrow of the
Scottish monarchy in the year 380, a number of e
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Scots, who were at that time well instructed in the
Christian religion, took refuge in Ireland,

Although the church in Scotland was in some re.
spects ina very happy state, the gospel being enjoyed
in its purity, and the ministry being diligent and de.
voted; yet an intercouse had been opened up with
Rome by the introduction of wien who were friendly
to the ambitious schemes of the Roman bishop; which
afierwards led to the subjection of the church to
Rome. The very zeal which the bishops of Rome
showed, in sending able men to assist in spreading ..
the gospel more widely, was improved as a means of
wmove widely extending und securing their own powec
und influence. These men, who had been sent from |
Rome to Scotland and Ireland, there is every reason ..
10 helicve, were gaod men, and labored devotedly in
spreading the gospel; but still, being accustomed to
look upon the bishop of Rome as the head of the
church, and their superior, and acting, as they did,
in ob:dience to his directions, their influence on those
among whom they labored, even without any very
direct effort, would soon have the effect of leading
some to look towards the Papal chair with something
morc than an ordinary degree of respect and venera-
tion.

From this time we can trace the progress of pre-
lucy in Scotlund. Those who were the immediae
successors of Palladius, in consequence of the spin
of Romish ambition imbibed from him, managed to
acquire a certain degree of pre-eminence amongst
their brethren.  But it does not appear that they had
any very welldefined or distinet authority, and having
no separate dioceses, they were only called bishops of

b
the Scots, or Scottish bishops, and exercised their func ‘—:
tions, inditferently us to place, wherever they came, \:;
amongst those who secognized theiv pre-eminence. ‘?“
Duiing several hundred years the distinction between \3
tham ard other ministers scems to have been more 5}

numinal than real. It was not untilthe eleventh cen:
tury that there were any such officers as diocesan
bishops, with separate and distinct dioceses in Scot-
land. Albough Palladius so far ingratiated himsclf
with those among whom he lovored as to be able to
introduce into the ministey the new order of prelatical
bishops, 3t was very far from being acquicseed in, or
submitted to, Ly the Scottish church at large.  In-
dueed, the subjection of Scotland to the power of Rome
was no casy task, nor was it cffected at once; it was
the work of ages, and frequently called forth the
stoutest resistance on the past of the Scottish Chrise
tians.

In the seign of Conal 1., which commenced in
538, thae were some exccllent laws enacted for the .
Leaehit of thechureh, by which the temporal mainten-
ance of the ministers was regulated ond secured. |
Manses and glebes were now, for the first tinie, as
signed them.  Conal himself is described as having 1.
been an excellent and pious prinee, 30 much so, that

8% ek &
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It was the fame of this king which induced the cele-
brated Columba to come int~ Scotland. He is sup-
posed to have been a native of [reland, born abowt
: the year 521, and nearly allied to theroyal families of
73 both plreland and Scotland. He received the very
. % best education, having studied with the most learned
%5 men inboth these countrics, as well as in France and

2 laly. After having labored for some time in his
2 native country, he determined on devoting himself to
- “%2 the spreading of the gospel among the Picts, among
% whom it had not yet made any very extensive pro-
33 gress, and came over to Scotland in the year 563, at-
2% tended by twelve of his followers. On account of
< the sanctity of his character, as well as his own high
Z.rank, he seems to have hud very great influence; for
“on occasion of disputes arising between the Scots and
~ Picts, all matters were left to his decision, such was
he respect in which he was held by both of their
ikings. He crowned Aidan, the Scottish king in
569. The account of the coronation, as given Ly
A Buchanan, is striking and curious, both as showing
&the influence of Columba, and containing counsels
\Méthutmighl bemost profitably attended to in the present
day. ¢ Aidan received the ensigns of voyalty from
% Columba, for in such high authority was this holy
- '&{man then held, that neither the prince nor the people
$would undertake any thing without his advice. When
:ihc had crowned the king, in a speech of considerable
Tilength he exhorted him to reign in cquity, and ad-
" “:monished the people toa cheertul obedience. Then

7o

},God, and thus all would go well with them; but if
otherwise, they might prepare for a miscrable issue.”
JEERis labors among the northern Prets were atended

7

X
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gwith much success; for, although he was at first op-

“sgposed by the Druids, such was lus diigence, and taat
: fj‘gofhis fellow-laborers, that ina short time the gospel
giwas generally erabraced among them.

% Columba travelled very extensively over the coun-
gtry both among the Picts and the Scots, but his fa-
~Zvorite residence was at fona; and having witnessed
- %the good effects of the sysiem which had been there
- Kfollowed, he resolved upon introducing it in other
parts of the country, Accordingly, in a number of

fother places, both among the Scots and the Dicts, he
“Hinduced several of the most lesrned and pious of the
"3 Culdees to scttle together, in what may be called col-
Sxleges.  These were, however, very different from
“wRPopish monasteries; for besides the fact that the
Culdees honored marciage, and did not refeain from
it, the members of these associations so for from liv-
»ing in idleness or licentiousness, like the Romish
Ymonks in laterages, were diligemly engaged in e
active dutics of life. These institations wereintended
chiefly asseminaries of learning. The number asso-

2

¥ b Chiristian  labor in which they were enveged af-
forded smple scope forthe employment of every variety
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and combination of talent which was found amonyg
them. While some of them were employed in preach-
ing and performing pastoral duties through the neigh-
boring country, others were engaged at home in su-
permtending the education of youths intended for the
ministry—in transcribing copies of the holy scriptures,
and other literary occupations—and sometimes i the
bours of the ficld or the garden. This plan afforded
the members of the fraternity the opportunity of en-
gaging in these several departments according as they
were disposed and qualified. The education of the
youth for the ministry was no slight business. Their
course of training was very long,  There is weution
made in Smith's life of Columba of a person who
imagined himself fit for ordination, being obliged to
spend seven years longer at one of these institutions.
And when we consider that Columba is said to have
founded, or along with his collengues to have been the
means of founding, upwards of three Lundred churches,
and that, in due time, vot only were all of these sup-
plied with learned and able pastors, but that numbers
weut abroad as missionarics to other countrics, we
must be convinced that the labors performed in those
Culdee colleges were arduous and important, and that
they were a blessing to the land, and the whole
church of Geod.

‘The eduration of this distinguished person had not
Leen exclusively confined to those branches of study
more immediately connected with Ius own profession,
He was skilled in medicing, and his practice is said
to have been so successful, that his cures were some-
times looked on as miraculous.  This doubtless ex.
tended his uscfulness; and ut that time when the
clergy were almost the ouly learned men in Britain, it
1s highly probable that knowledge of medicine was
mainly confined to them. This circumstance may
shed light on that cclebrated passage, claimed by Ro-
manists as authority for extreme unction, in the epistle
of James, if it Le considered as veferring to any
thing beyond the miraculous poswers of healing en-
joved in the days of the Aposiles. *Is any sick
among youl let him call for the clders of the church;
andlet them pray over him, ounointing him with oil
in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shalf raise him up.”

In order to furnish any thing like the most moder-
ately competent supply of the holy scriptures, o
even parts of them, the werk of transcribing would
be a most arduous nadertaking, ard would occupy no
simall amount of labor in the Culdec colieges, Columba
and his associates are described as being frequently
engaged in this work.  Onthe very day of hisdeath
ia cxtreme old nge, he had been at work for some
time on & copy of thepsalier.  Dr. Sauth mentions a
copy of the four gospels transcribed by him as exast-
ing in thelnst century, and it appears that there 18 at
least onc specimen of his wriung which has come
down to thepresentday.  In Chambers' Gazelteer of
Scotiand, under the artiele Jealmbill, it is stated that

¢ Sir William Bethaw, Ulster king of arms, aund
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author of a respectable work on Irish Antiquities,
possesses a psalter written by Columba in the Erse
charvactar, The psalter is in Latin, i3 written on
vellum, in the Irish uncial character, and must be con-
sidored as the oldest Irish manuscript in existence.”

Such was the love of Columba for the seriptures
that when the other parts of his ministerial duy per-
mitted it, he is said to have spent whole days and
nights in the study of them, accompanied with prayer,
‘The gospel was taught by him and his disciples in
its native purity ; and the spiritual tyranny, and the
errors of the church of Rome they withstood to the
uttermost.  Notwithstanding the amazing influence he
possessed, and the respeet which was shown to him
by kings and nobles, he neither assumed to himself,
nor woutd he receive from others, thetitle of a pre-
latical bishop. ¢ The doctrine of the Culdees, (says
Dr. Jameison in hishistory,) so far as we may judge
from that of Columba, was at lcast comparatvely
pure. As he was himself much given to the study of
the holy spriptures, he taught his disciples to confirm
their doctrines from this unpolluted fountain ; and de-
claved that oniy to be the divine connsel which he
found there. His followers, as we learn from Bede,
woald receivo those things only which are contained
in the writings of the prophets, evangelists, and apos-
tles; diligently observing the works of picty and
purity. Hence, it has been said, that for scveral
generations, with the errors whicit at that time pre-
vailed in the church of Rome, they seem not to have
beenin theleast tainted.”

‘There is a circumstance mentioned by Dr. Smith in
his life of Columba, as well as by some other authors,
touching the displeasure of the adherems of Rome
which Columba had incurred in consequence of his
close adherence 10 scriptural doctrine and order, which
shows tha: the influence of Rome had already had
considerable effect in corrupting the church. It s
probable (says Dr. Smith) that Columba may have
differed in some points from thosc who taught before
him; and for this diffeernce of opinion, which might
lead him to reject the traditions and usurpauons of
man, it was perhaps owing that he ran the hazard ot
being excommunicated before he left Ireland, notwath-
standing the holiness of his life, which his opponents
themselves confessed to have shone as alight from
heaven. Thisintended indignity, however, wassoon
compensated by the veneration paid him by all ranks
of people, in that as well as in other kingdoms."

Allusion has already been made to the missionary
spirit which animsted the Culdee Presbyters. Not
content with extending thieir labors to those countries
then known to them, they made frequent voyages
with & view 10 discovery in the Northern Scas; and
thus, even in the time of Columba, they usued and
planted the gospel in the Orkney Isles.  Adomnan,
the biographer of Columba, who lived about a cen-
tary afierwards, frequently mentions these expedinons
of the Culdees of Iona; and Pinkerton mentions that
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the Norwegians found them in Iceland when they first
discovered it about the year 900.

It was inthetime of Columba that Kentigern, some.
times called St. Mungo, flourished. He was the
disciple of Servanus, (or St. Serf,) one of the bishops
ordained by Palladius. In the early past of his hife
he labored in Wales, and in the latter part of it a
Glasgow.,

Of all the seminaries at this time in Scotland, that
at Iona was the most famous, and continued to be so
tor scveral hundred years; and from it, as an old
author says, “hives or multitudes of most holy men
came forth.”” Many of these went abroad and labored
in France, Switzerland, Gormany, and evenin ltaly;
and opposed themselves to the advancement of Popish
tyranny and superstition.  Sonie of the principals of
governors of the college at Iona werceminentin a very
high degree as learned and pious men,

The foundation of the religious establishment at
Iona is someclimes attributed to Columba; but thi
appears to be a mistake, and has in all probability
grown out of the circumstance that ke was the
founder of similar institutions in other parts of Scot-
land. The occupation of Iona by the Culdees, o
the time of the dispersion in 380, is mentioned by Bu-
chanan; and the endowment of the college by Fer
zus 11, after the restoration, by Spottiswood. And both
had the best opportunities of investigating the ancien:
history of the kingdom. As there is reason to be

I3
EPaNA

e

lieve that Iona was, previous to the introduction of -~

Christianity, one of the principal seats ot the Druids,
and that the Culdees succeeded them in the posses.
sion of their situations upon the suppression of
Druidism by the first Christian kings, this seems to be
areason why a number of the Culdees congregated
therc when exiled from the mainland. And the very
fact that Columba landed at Iona when he camcto
Scoiland, affords strong presumtive evidence that an -
cstablishinent of the Culdecs already existed there,
Having disagreed with the votaries of Rome, ard
been exposed to therr intolerance, he would natucally
seek an alliance with a body of men who were like
minded with himself, and who, from their residenc
in the country, would be the most likely t0 give hi

counsel and dircctionin the enterpnise which he and - 3

his companions had in view.
lead him to Jona, whercthe most learned and influer
tial of thie Culdees were to be found. That he was,

during the latter part of his life, the principal or gov- .

ernor of the college at lona, proves nothing more thas < 2

that the Culdecs paid & just tribute of 1-ipect to hus
great learning; for he is said to have been the mog
learned man on that side the Alps. His piety—
his untiring missionary zeal——and his great learning. ;'
taken in connection with the exccllent measurcsof & t
instituting so many scminaries of learmng gave2: |
impulse and an importance to the Culdees, which for
several ages withstood the corruptions of Rome.

Inthe reign of Aidan, towards the Jatter part of the i

sixth century, Gregory, the bishop of Rome, actt

This would, of cours, - .._‘ %




 Augustine,s the monk, and some others, into England,
iZfor the conversion of the Saxons, who, excepting a
‘ifew in the north of England, among whom some of
- V{the Scots had labored, were still heathens. To this
- :2he was no doubt partly incited by good motives; for
%havmg seen some Anglo-Saxon captives at Rome,
3 <and understanding them to be pagans, he was moved
- Swith compassion for them, and determined on sending
" “Sthe gospel to their countrymen. But when we con-
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% sider his unbounded ambition, we are constrained to

believe that the exiension of his own power and influ-
ence lay as near his heart as the spiritual good of the
Anvlo-Saxons. He struggled more than any of his
ipredeccssors for universal power in the church, and

_Yhis anxiety to secure that power is plainly marked in
‘his strifc whh John, h:shop of Conslnminop]c, who

at receiving, being conferred by Phocas on one of his
£ successors. To mark the progress of that corruption
% £ which afierwards pervaded the church, it may be men-
% tioned that Gregory, so fur ns his influence extended,

¥ Joaded the church with superstitious rites and obser-
ii9% vances. Awmongt other things, he introduced new
and corrupted modes of administering baptism and the
. Lord’s supper. Litanies were sung to the saints—
**temples erected to their memory~—and nnmerous fes-
‘tival days were appointed to be kept in honor of them.
“This was done 10 please the pagans, who had been
. always accustomed to festivals in honor of their deities.

Avngustine, who had been sentinto Britain, showed
himself to Le an apt disciple of such & master, and
& 3 made it evident that he was more :ntent upon bring-
x%2'jng Britain undecr the influence of Rome than any
i thing else.  Although his mission was particularly

'Ez to the Saxons, among whom he and his companions

no doubt wrought much good notwithstanding the
? gospel they preached was much obscured by xhe cor-
_1 ruptions of Bome, he soon proclaimed himself the
’?’sole archbishop of the whole of Britain, and strove to
“¥ bring the churches among the old Briions to a con-
> formity with therites of Rome, on which he was more
> bent than inculcating the doctrines and precepts of
~ the gospel.  He introduced disputes wuh regard to
the manner of administering baptism, ard parucolarly
with regardto the time of kecping Easter, which the
Scots and the old Britainshad been accustomed to
keep at a different time than it was kept at Rome.
He thus * cast the church into a sea of teouble;”
but notwithstanding all hisendeavors, and cven threat-
nings, they refused to make any alteration,

It was shortly Lefore this time that the feast of
Christmas was introduced to the notice of the Scots.

"l’bo.e who are not vcry well vcm:d in ecclesiastical his-

wy may pe necd to that thene was anather

onc so cek:buxcd in the history of the

enureh for his great piety, as well as for his opposition to the
heresy of Pelagius, in the catly part of the fifth century,
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Buchanan, aofier mentioning  the drinking, and
other vices which accompamed 1, says, « The very
image of the ancient Saturnnha (Pagan feasts dedica-
ted to Snaturn) was here revived.” * OQur country-
men call this feast Jule, substituting the name of
(Julius) Cesar for that of Saturn. The vulgar per-
suasion is that the mnativity of Christ is celcbrated by
these ceremonies; though it is evident cnough that
the lasciviousness of the Bacchanahia is more truly
rencwed than the memory of Christ’s birth.,” Aikman,
in a notc on this passage, remarks that * The trans.
ference of pagan jollities to u Christian festival, in
the celchration of Yule—Christmas—is well known ;
it was the instructions of the Popes to their missiona-
rics, notto alter the heathenish rites, but to accom-
modate them to the holidays of the church.” Dr.
Jamieson, in his Scottish dictionary, thinks it was
originally the Gothic pagan feast of Yule or Zul.

Lawrence, who succeeded Augustine, followed in
his footsteps, and carnestly urged umformity to the
Romish customs; but he was not ouly yesisted in
his attempts, but even treated with contempt, for in a
letter which he wroteto the church of Scotland, dated
605, preserved by Bede, and quet:d from him by
Spottiswood, in which he laments that they did not
walk after the cusioms of the universal church; be
complains most bitierly that Dagan, a Scottish
Lishop, who had gone into England, refused not only
to eat with himand his companions, but even to stay
in the same lodging with them—thus treating the
dignificd emissaries of Rome as if they had been ex-
communicated persons.

The Scots were on several occasions admonished
from the chair of St. Peter, withregard to the time of
keeping Easter and some other such matters, but the
Popes of these, and also of succeeding ages found
the Scotch to bo intractable in all matters of mum-
wery and ceremonial,

A festival, in commemoration of our Lord’s suffer-
ing and resurrection, scems before this uime to have
been observed by the Scots, under the name of Pasch,
although it is uncertsin at what time it was intco-
duced into Scotland.  Lhey kept it, however, at a
different time from the Romish church, asthe Greek
chuech does to this day, and when wrged to conform
to Rome, they defended their practice on the ground
that such was also the practice of the disciples of the
Agosute John. Some of these labored in Greece and
the East ; Polycarp, for instance, was bishop of Smyr-
na; and that there was some communication with
Scotland is not altogether improbable, for there is an
old tradition handed down by scveral of the Scottssh
historians, that, aboutthe year 370, a number of re-
ligious Gireeks, from Patrac, a city of Achaia, were
shipwrecked on tho coastof Scotland, and aflerwards
seitled there,  This festival has been called Exster in
England, sincethe introduction of Christianity among
the Saxons; and is another instance of the Romish
practice of ingafting holidays upon heathen festivals.
Easter was the nanie of a Saxon goddess, whose fes-
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tival was cclcbrated by the pagan Saxons in the

wonth of April.x

The word Easter has been most unwarrantably
inserted in our authorized Englsh translation of the
New Testament, by the influence of king James, in

Acts xii. 4, wherethe original Geeek word 1s pasche

the passaver.  Wickhffe's translation gives paske

the Geneva Bible translates it the passover ; and n

the French versions it isla fele de Pague, the feast o

the passover.
.

L. A. B.

('To be continued )

ON NATIONAL JUDGRMENTS VIEWED WITH REFLRLNCE

‘TO THE PRESENT CRISIS,

That the happiness of intelligent beings is one
great end of their creation, is an inference dedu-
ducible from the benoevolence of God, But secing
this happiness is inseparable from obedience to
his laws, it is best promoted when ebedience to this
law is secured by the most powerful sanctions—
by the assigning of rewards to those by whom it

is obeyed, and of punishment to those by whom
it is violated. llence, though the misery of any
of his creatures cannot of itself be pleasing to the

Creator, yet 2 regard to the interests of the uni-

verse in general required that wherever sin or a
transgression of his law apyeared, it should be

visited with punishment, that thus the progress of

that moral disorder might be arrested, which, \'suf*

fered in any case to pass with impunity, nught soon

spread misery throunghout the whole of God’s intel-
Yigent universe. This established connection be-
tween sin and its penal consequences, so essential
to the honour and observance of God’s law through-
out the universe in general, will operate no less
beneficially in every distinet portion of it. And
hence we find that vice and ungodliness, whether
in individuals or communities, scldom pass with
impunity. In both cases the misery attendam
upon sin naturally leads to moral improvement.
Man is well aware, however little the thought
may habitually trouble him, that he hastransgress-
ed the laws, provoked the displeasure of that
great Being to whom he owes his existence, and
knowing that the evils which afflict him happen
through His providential appointment, he infers

* Sce Back's Theological Dictlonary on  ** Easter,”” and
Clarke's Commentary on Acts wi. 14,

ON NATIONAL JUPDGEMENTS.

that they are sent as a punishment of his transgres.
sions ; and well may he thunk so, for God being
wfinitely just could inflict on hum no evil whicy
lie deserved not, llence we find that eve
heathens, notwithstanding the obscurity of they
+{ religious notions, ascribe their signal calamities t;
#{ the vengeance ot heaven, and, by way of appeasing
it, have recourse to the wast absurd and cruel ex.
piations. Much less wonderful is it that Such s,
have more clear ideas of duty and responsibility,
by the externallight of revelation, should have com.
punctious visitings, vn the infliction of peculin
suffering, and thus reason with themselves, ¢ verily
we are guilty, and theretore has this distress come
upon us.” From regarding their present troublesas
the punishment of their sins, they are naturally leé
to the apprehension that if not repented ofy ther
may issue in still more disasirous consequences i
a future state. This consideration naturally makes
them desirous of obtaining peace with their Maker,
whom they have offended, and whose resources of
vengeance are mfinite; and aware that they cannot
eflect this while they persist in the course which
so offends Him, they see the necessity, in order to
reconciliation with lim, of breaking it off” by re.
pentance and amendment ; aud, therefore, they are
led to resist their evilinclinatious, to avoid grosssin,
and keep out of the way of temptation. As the
moral effects produced on individuals are, when
experienced generally, just the moral effects pro-
duced on communities or bodies of individuals,
public or national calamities are designed to have
the same cffect in leading to gencral reformation
as the afiliction of individuals in reforming them.
Hence we find that with the view of® producing
this salutary effect, it has been God's procedure
1 cvery age to visit thesins of nations as well as of
individuals with punishiment, and more constantly
we apprehend those of the former than these of
the latter, for nations or communities as such, that
is men in their collective or aggregate capacity,
have only a temporary existence, and therefore i
they are not punished in that capacity in the pre-
sent state they cannot be punished at all ; whereas
though men, as individuals, may escape punish-
ment here, retributive justice can overtake them in

a future world. Ilence, while we often ind vicious
individuals flourish and prosper, we believe

will be found that prosperity is never long enjoyed

by wicked communities. This has been evident

frcm the ecarliest history. Thus, when all the

nations of the earth had, without any exception,

corrupted themselves, they were swept from the

face of the earth by a universal destruction. The

cities of the plain for their atrocious wickedness

were consumed by the tlames of heaven. The

Egyptians for their hardness of heart, were visited
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'\mh many grievous plagues, and at last their king
{and army were destroyed in the Red Seca. The
T;Cananites were extirpated both by pestilence and
,,}\ar, and disinberited of their land by strangers.
"l‘he Ninevites, {or the sawme cause, were threaten-
“cwith the destruction of their city ; though the

’5calannty in coneequence of their repentance and
\appllcauon to divine mercy, was averted. The
prophcstes arc filled with denunciations of divine

s;‘vengeance agawst varions nations which were ren-
;sdered ripe for it by their provocation; and the ful-

‘}_'ﬁlmcm. of these threatnings history has amply re-
4eorded. But f all the nations whose history we
V
.-jhave in scnpture, the Israehites afford the most
numerous examples of the invariable procedure of
gthe Almighty,  For their murmurings amidst

" :zmultiplied mercies--their erection of themonuments

_foﬁdolntry amidst the clearest evidences of the

’dnme existence, power, and goodness—and their

'L:Ncomcmpt of the warnings and denunciation of the

‘sprophets, notwiths’.amhng the most satisfying

~“eredentials of their divine commission, judgements

“mivere repeatedly threatened and inflicted. In the

‘gjme of Moses aud Joshua who were at pains to

“Hnstruct them in the dwvivelaw, and who succeeded,

“%to a considerable extent, m leading them to obedi-

ence, they enjoyed, with few interruptions, suc-
*cess end prosperity. Butin the time of the Judges,
when, chiefly from the want of religious teachers,
they sadly degenerated, they were visted with a

I Isuccession of calamities, Under their pious kings,

“whose example doubiless had a beneficial effect on

’ 'ﬁlhc morals of their subjects, they generally flourish-
*ed ; while m the reign, again, of their wicked and
‘:dolntrous monarchs, whose exawple would have an
.opposxte tendency, their history was generally one
of adversity. During the reign of Ahab and his
tucces<oxs, they were, for tl.clr rebellion and obdu-
nt.g, visited with & series of judgements of in-
creusmo‘ severity ; and which, finally, on their

:proving srreclaimable, issued in the Babylonish

aptivity, While for the still more hardened im-

“piety of rejecting, persecuting, and murdering the

Prmce of hte, after suffering a complication of un-

A parallelcd miseries, they wcrcuueﬁy annihilated as

@ nation, and scattered over the face of the whole

earth, And examples of the samne procedure might

‘-«,v-;‘be adduced in more modern times. What dread-

%:ful miseries were inflicted on unhappy France,

Mxen in her pubhic capacity she abjured Christiani-

y, and declared herself a nation of infidels ; and

iwhat severe scourges, especially those of war,

St have been experienced by those other nations of

>continental Europe, whose soil has been drenched

. with the blood of martyrs, who were guilty of
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anal inhabitants of this new continent, while with
guilt, of not o lighter dyc, they embarked their na-
tional resources m the slave trade—the horrid
ttaffic in human beings. Judgements on nations
guilty of such crimes are designed to operate in
the way of warmng ; ond wicked as the world is,
it would advance to still greater extremes in de-
pravity were it not for suchrestraints. Of the
wisdom displayed in such visitations we have
abundant ecvidence, not only in their natural ten-
dency, but in their effects, Thus, the calamities
which befel the Israclites, unless when they sunk to
an extreme of hardihood, had the effect of extorting
from them confessions of sin, leading them to de-
precate farther vengeance, and to evince contrition
by amendment. Thus we find that the narratives
s | of their various oppressions in the book of Judges
are for the most part, if not uniformly, followed up
by penitent confessions and supplications, and this
happy result of their chastisementis adverted to
by the psalmist. ¢ When he slew them, then
they sought Hun ; and they returned and enquired
early after Gud, and they remembered that God
was their reck, and the Most High God their
Redeemer.” The Jews, it must be confessed, had
peculiar reasons for profiting by divine judgements.
‘They not only bad the voice of conscience which
umformly, unless suppressed, suggests to men
that their troubles are a punishment of their trans-
gressions, but they had specific threatnings of
calamity in case of apostacy, uttered by their pro-
phets, and contained in their sacred records. If
under the present dispensation nations and coni~
munities have not specific threatnings addressed
to them individually, to prevent them inore eflec-
tually from mistakng the end of their public evils,
they have what is cquivalent, far more examples
than the Jews had of the connection between na-
tional sins and national punishments ; so that for
men to display insensibility to this connection
in the midst of public calamities argues extreme
ungodliness and infatuation. And as the repent-
ance and reformation of men is the main object of
public chastisements, so when this spirit is mani-
fested there is teason tohope they will beremoved;
and the removal of judgements in this case is quite
w unison with the design of therr inflictions, which
is to soften the heurts, and amend the lives of
men ; and when this happy result flows from such
severe visitations, they have answered their inten-
tion, and may be regarded as no longer necessary.
And the removal of julgements, when thus im-
proved, is a beneficial example to men, asit en-
courages them when sufiering these chastissments
to fall in with the design of them, by forsaking

that iniquity on account of which they have been
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sent. That an escape from their pressure may
be cxpected to follow such refurmation is evident
from scripture. ¢ At what instant 1 shall speak
concerning a nation, and concerming a kingdom,
to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, 1fthat
nation against whom I have pronounced, turnfrom
their evil, I will repent of the cvil that T thought to
do unto them.” Accordingly, we are furnished
with many exemplifications of this feature in the
divine procedure. Thus God’s design in permit

ting Noah to preach so long to the antediluvians
was, that they might de led to that repentance
which doubtless would have averted the horrors
of that fearful judgment to which they were con

demned. But his preaching, like that of many of
lis successors when warning men of the fatal
consequetice of impenitence, was treated with con-
tempt and indifference.  In consequence of their
penitential confessions, combined with the inter-
cession of Moscs, the Israelites were provided
with a miraculous cure for the bite of the fiery
serpents, which God sent among them on account
of their murmurings. We find in the book of
Judges repeated narratives of gracious deliverances
from oppression, afforded them inanswer to their
prayers, which betokened hearts, in some measure,
softened and subdued by divine chastisements.
The Ninevites afford another instance of the
happy consequences of improvement from threat-
ened or inflicted calamity. On the announce-
ment of their city's destruction on account of their
sins, they put on sackcloth, sat in ashes, and “turn-
ed from their evil way, and the violence that was
in their hands.” In counsequence of this, God
graciously averted from them the threateued ca-
lamity, How amiable afeaturesthis of the divine
character. He relents and pities men whom he
has marked out for judgements when they shew
that they are humbled under his hand. He is never
inexorable, but is very pitiful and slow to anger.
His language is, 1 will not contend for ever,
neither will I be ulways wroth, for the spinit would
fail before me, and the souls which I have made.”
And again, “For the iniquity of his covetousness
I was wroth, and smote lnm. T have seen his way
and will heal him. I will lead him, also, and re-
gtore comforts unto him.”” What ample encour-
agement is this to communities, when trembling
under the suspended sword of Jehovah's vengeance,
to betake themselves to ntercession with Him, and
how powerful aninducement to the abandonment
of that evil course to which they muet ascribe
their misery, aud to the cultivation of that recti-
tude which, they have reason to hope, will ensure
to them returning prosperity, How plein and
casy a course 1s marked out to them for escaping
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evils which, if inflicted, may be of incalculabls
magnitude ; and no time, in such cases, should be
lost, for men know not how soon God may be s
incensed by their perseverance in sin, atnid dispen.
sativng highly caleulated to reclaim them, as 1
seal their doom irrevocably, and then all applicatio:
in their behalf will be in vain. “Pray not thes
for this people,” God says to one of his prophets,
“neither lift up ery or prayer for them, neithe
make intercession to me, for I will not hear thee
So long, however, as the arm of divine vengean
is still suspended, and the infliction of threatene!
judgementsis delayed, we have reason to hope tha
application for mercy will not be invain, Thes
we may conceive God'slanguage to us tobe,“retur
uato me and I will not cause mine anger to fol
upon you, for I am merciful.”

The above considerations are fraught with iz
instruction to us as a people at the present crisis.
God’s procedure in regard to nations and com
munities has been the same in every age. The u
spired prophet indeed does not now, as in ancien
times deliver to individual nations, the threatning
of God against their iniquities; but the language o
his provideaceis often as distinct and intelligiblea
if it were uttered by the audible voice of an accre
dited messenger. The writing on the wall of Bel
zshazar’s palace, though inscribed by & finger insh
lence and in an unknown tongue, was the heraldd
approaclung horror ; so thereisa language in
scribed on events by thefinger of providence whici
though not discerned, perhaps, by the thoughtles
and unconcerned, is intelligible to all who are desir.
ous of knowing the will of Heaven. It becomesus,
therefore, as a community seriously to enquire i
to God’s procedure towards us, and whether th
language of it mimy not be that of indignation.
Nothing displays greater hardness of heart and im-
prety than insensibility amid divine judgements
Unless men are atheists, unless they deny the vers
being and attributes of Jehovah, they must admi
that these judgernentsare sent by him, and tha
their language is that of anger. If men, thereforg
are not disposed to forsaketheir sins against whic
God is thus testifying his resentment ; if they per-
sist in them, notwithstanding the dictate of con:
science that God is punishing them on account o
them ; they certainly display a bold and reckless
defiance of Jehovah ; and therefore the manifesta.
tion of a general obduracy amid public chastise-
ments may be looked upon as an omen of judge- .
ments still motesevere. It appears obvious, thete

manifesting his displeasure against us asa people
One calamity has succeeded another in rapid suc-
cession.—~Repeated pestilences, scarcity of feod
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fg’impropitious seasons, commarcial depression and
“embarassment 3 aud latterly sanguinary violence.
JAre these evils sent without cause ? are they the
offspring of chance or are they of such common
and cvery day occurreuce, s not to call for serious
f‘;:’fcﬂcclion ? Such dispensations certainly present
threatening aspect, and when we take into ac-
i fount abounding depravity our apprehensions
Lare confirmed. ‘T'o such anextreme has this de-
ipravity proceeded that at length it has become its
wewn pumshment ; for to what are our present
oubles mainly owing, but to the diabolical passion
of men spurmng the restraint of all lawshuman and
“aivine,and hurrying them on to every excess? What
“benefits then, it may be asked, have resulted {rom
- «divine chastisements wlile they have been abroad ?
ave men learnt righteonsness? does not the inflic-
--\:tgon of recent calamities affurd evidence that for-
Lmmer ones havebeen in a great measure unavaihing,
otherwise there would not have been the add:tion

ercy with severity inrecent evils is well calcu-
“dated to soften the heart, The kund 1nterposttion
;'91‘ providence has heen so manfestly displayed in
_Zour deliverance on repeated occasions as to call
,,it‘:orththe acknowledygmeuts both of the people and
“their rulers.  How signally have the unprincipled
{ﬁ\nd msolent disturbers of our peace hithesto been
" sfrustrated ! how gracious a preservation have we
€njoyed frow the horrors of bloodshed ! what rea-
é’on have we to be thank{ul that none who are
“gear or dear to us have been snatched away by the
Zhand of violence, that sweet and heaven born
geace has with a few slight iuterruptions presuled
%\"er our land. Are therc any cvideaces,then, that
Jthese dispensations so well calewlated to reclaun
o men havein any degree had the proper eficet? And,
1 regard to thas, we would hal asa favonrable
?g:)'{nen the disposition wiich has been mamfested,
especially by our rulers, to acknowledge divine
’ﬁgomidcncc in recent judginents and also the ap-
Jpowtinent both by themn and tle respective charch-
€s, of repeated seasous of thanksgiving and humil-
idation (which for aught we kaow to the contrary
f:ave been generally obseived) ; and here we feel
~3isposed to express our sincere aud cordial appro-
'-‘a'}inlion of the clristian feeling and sound judgment
,;;!vhich characterized the late prociamation of our
‘fyespected Governor on the last of these occasions, a
gﬁroc!nmatinn wlich may be pronvunced an exceilent
Fiidireatory for every mun.stes of the gospelin adapt-
7Ing his spirital instrictiong to s2 umportant a sea-
)
L

s

asbeen nbserved, we doubt not but the mast hap-
Spy results will flow from 1t to the land. Itis well for
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tif others still more severe?—The combination of
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a people when their rulers excite them to the cul-
ture of that righteousness which exalteth & nation,
and the opposition wiinch some affect to shew to
such christian interference on their part,as ifit
were an undue exercise of authority,is as senseless
asitis impious. Itisnotanexercise ofanthority so
much as the exertion of a mora! influence, Rulers
aretheguardiansof the people’s welfare; and knuwv-
ing, as it inteliigent and christian they must know,
that it is most effectually promoted by religion,
they appoint such appropriate seasons not with the
view of constraimng men, but of affording them
an opportunity ol simuitaneously offering up to
the Almighty those expressions of gratitude for
public mercies and those penitential confessions
for public sins wiuch are, when sincere, so well
calculated to conciliate for a commumty his favor
and protection and toavert from them his anger.
\We sincerely hope that they will never be deterred
by an opposition at once so unchristian and irrati-
onal from so salutary an exertion of their power
and mfluence.  But while the circumstances, now
adverted to shew, that there has not prevailed an
utterand universal wsensibility amid diwine judg-
ments, it is sull much to belamented, that theve are
not more cvidences of their having produced their
proper effect. We apprehend that the respect

*The following extractof a proclamation of a gene-
ral tast, has latcly been issued by the Governor of the
State of Massachuseits Surety the pious spirit of the
pilerim faihers has not aliogether departed from
their descendants.,

T'he people of the Commonwealth are reguested to
'Iny asude their accustomed occupations on that day,
and, « semblg in their usaal places of public wor-
Lship, unite in appropriate acts and expressions of pen-
wence and suppheation.—Let uson thisoccasion make
huinhle conlession of our aggravated sins, as indivi-
"duals, and as a community, and supplicate forgive-
nes<of a mereifnl God, throngh Jesus Christ our Sa-
viour.—And while, by sinecere penitence, we seek to
Jobuain the pardon of our past offences, let us implore
My emtinued mereies of our Heavenly Fathier; more
panerinlv-—"T"hat he wonld vouchsafe to us the ac-
cusiomed blessings of Providence through the year
Wt s upelny upun us, and direct to lﬁe supply of
anr wants the wonderful elements and agencies of the
world which, touched bv his omnipotent hand, is a-
zain sianting to hie ;—Let us supplicate His bless-
10~ upun out beloveq counury, that He would be plea-
<o), norwithstanding our unworthmness and ingrati-
tide. to continue tous the privileges which have
hitherio disingushed us asa people ;—That He would
1n an especial manner watch over our ancient Com-
mnanwealth , —That he would prosper the people in
all the branchesot honest industry ;—That he would
mve efficacy 1o ail the means and instruments of ye-

s
i

on ; and if the spirit of this proclamation has beer |
imdly adhered ton the manner, inwhich that day |

furmauon, benevolence, and knowledge ;~—And that
e wonld increase the influence of Divive Truth
aver the earis and minds of men, and make it pow-
criui to correct, punfy, and elevate the character of
the | cople, so 2§ w render them more warthy of their
b'~ecings, asibe lieics of an immortal hope through

| Jesuz Christ.—Ed.
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which men shew for divine ordinances isone of the
best tests, by which to judge of the cffect of such
digpensations ; but so far as we can judge there 1s
not much improvement in this respect. ‘The heath-
enish multitude, who are in the habit of absenting
themselves from these ordinances, spurn them with
as sullen an obstingcy as ever. There appears to
bethe same prostitution of God’s holy day to
idleness, business, or recreation ; the sane allot.
ment of 1ts seasons of worship to irreligious visit-
ings and journeyings. What revolting scenes
have our miltary stations presented and, we fear
in many places still present! what wallowing 1n
filthy intemperance ! what defiance of the God of
battles by horrid oaths and imprecations ! what out-
rageous profanations of God's holy day ! Andhere,
we would advert for a moment, to the improper
manner in which military arrangements are sufler-
ed to trample on the sabbath's sccredness. What
necessity is there, we would ask, for those para-
dings, trainings, and musical performances, which
are so common in military stations. ? Doubtless
when there isany pressing emergency or danger
no time can be unsuitable for military preparations:
but when there is no such urgent call or necessity,
why should not those in arms be permtted to en-
joy the sabbath’s vest as far as in their circumstances
it is practicable 7—Have those in arms o dispen-
sation from the obligations of sabbath observance?
Could not our magistrates prevent these out-
rages and ought they not to do so? publiclyac-
kuowledging the divine goodness enjoyed by us
as a community, does it not become them as are-
turn for this goodness to use their influence to pro-
mote the observance of the laws of God? calling up-
on those subjected totheirauthority to pemtence on
account of public sins,ought they not especially at
a crisis like the present,to set their face against
whatever may contribute in a remarkable degree to
gwell the amount of such transgressions ? That
no means necessary for the defence of the land
should be neglected, willat vnce be admitted ;

but this incessant hurry and turmoil of military

afairs, which disdains to pay such reverence to
the sabbath as God requires of all men, 15 obtru-

sive impicty by whomsoever practised, an open

contempt of ms authority, who unless He keep

the city, the watchmen waketh bat in vain.  Let
nen boast as they may of national strength and
valor, and be puffed up as they may with mlitary
discipline, as if arms were every thing ; but as-

suredly the only true bulwark ofa land s s piety,

for this secures for it the favor of Him who sways
the destinies of nations, aund does s willn the
acmies of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth.

In the sung of praise which ravishes the ear as
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uttered with one heart aud voice by the devout
congregation, there is a better defence for a land
than in the array of thousands glistening with
armonr, and burning with the fire of martial en.
thusiasm.  “Some trust in chariots,” says the
uncient church, “sgome in horses; but we will
romember tho name of the Lord our God.” Mark
theresult: «“They—our—encmies arebrovght down
and fallen, but we are nsen and stand uptight.”
Three hundred men rescued Israel from the hand
of the Midiamtes, though sad to be like grass.
hoppers in multitude, so slight is the defence which
aland requires when the Lord fights for it ; but
if he resolves to punish it, neither the nnmber nor
the valor of its defenders will avail. «If ye de-
spise my statutes,” says God to a warlike people,
«] will set my face against you, and ye shall be
slack before your enemies ; they that hate you,
shall reign over you, and ye shall flee when none
pursueth.” Placed as we are m critical circum-
stances, it becomes us narrowly to mark the divine
procedure, that we may not be blind to the sign;
of the timnes, and thus expose ourselves in un
eminent degree to the effects of the divine dis.

pleasure.
T. M.

THE RISE OF THE PAPAL HIERARCHY. BY THE REV. ROBERT
LEE, MINISTER OF CAMPSIE, SCOTLAND.
From the Church of Scotland Magazine.
(Continucd tfrom page 90.)

42. Such arguments as that refuted, were, there
reason to think, empluyed not only by churchmen,
whose only abject was their own emolument, but even
by those who were far from being actuated by mo-
tives so sordid. Thee clesiastical funds cither were,
or these men imagined them to be, expended in po-
moting the best and wost benevolent objects.  ‘The
good, they agreed, which the church shonld be able
taeffect, must be regulated by her wmeans of doing it m
other words, by her possessions. Convinced ot the
woodness of the end, they were the less scrupulous
about the means; though an argument was bad
mizht answer a good purpose: and though wealth
was acquired by falsehosd and deecption, 1t might
be applied to the extension of truth.

43. After the clergy had proved themselves like the

Jews, “ God~ peculiar inheritance, and lilie the, +3

Levites, ratitled, jure divino, to a temh of all frauns,
and capable, morcover, of possessing real estates,
their next demand will not appear extravagan
When first the clerical body presittaed to denomnate
itself the ¥ Church of Christ” dees not appear, bu
how this mode of speaking originated, iscasi'v ex-
plamned.  As the fower houre of Parhamert is fam:-
lrarly styled ““the Cominuns,” orthe ‘“Commons ¢l

England,” of whom, in fact, it merely contains the

i)
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Jgeneral councils,

“frepresentatives; so the bishops, who_assembled in
represented and legislated for the
Sohuich in the sane manner as in the case just quoted,
were termed © the Church.”  The use whichelerieal
-ambition was enabled to make of a pretence so nidic-

Ay

Fing, in our times, appear_incredible, did he not re-

smember that “ darkness had covcered the earth, and
. «“-%gross darkncess the people”?
3

2

Another ciccumstance which tended to increase in

ithe popular nund a vencration for the clergy, and
- Zeonsequently a dispusition more rcndnl{' to accede to
< saheir demands, howeverarrogant, was the mysterious
which was imputed to the ceremony ot ordina-

¢ .
vviue

f%lion.

Instead of the sclemn appointment of’ a person

to the pastoral charge of a Christian society, it was
.Z’\rcgardcd as a nie by which a certam mexplicable
weckaracter was conterred, which, when once commu-

wmicated, no power an the universe was able to eradi-
. cate,
s:the nature and ctfects of the wnpresssupposed to be

wreceived in ordinanon, so far from dmnnishing.

served mightily to cnhance the respect which men
yiclded, both to those who had obtained, and to those

‘ulous, would, 1o any persoa of conunon understand-

The uncertanty which prevailed concerning

Ziisevenity of the faws i the “ Novels”

o=
AL,

a benefit,

ithe doctrine in question—the better as atlorded by

)
)

.pignorance and superstition.

’l? 44. During many ages, non-residence was an abuse
Zcanknown m the Chiristtan church.  The practice had
7its origin in the rerement of certain presbyters from
the churches, in which they had mimstered, for the

© purpose of pursuing, without interraption, the studies

- 10 which they were devated.  "These, though they re-

taiged the uiles of tharr former oflices, received no

emotlument from the churches they had left; nor, in-
dced, had they any connexion with the later, being
£ yeduced tothe sunation which they occupied prcvioni
ﬁto their becoming presbyters; the name, as was said,
being alone retamed. ‘The examples ot Jerome, Rut-
l&ﬁnus, amd other men of earning and prety, gave cur-
“grency to this practice,

45. If cae_man oblained the name after having
-dgunied the oflice of presbyter, it seemed not unreason-
“yable that another mgnt recerve the name before hav-
wing obtainedthe ofiice Theargument thus suggested,
by the apparent analogy of the cases, was much
istrengthened by the consideration that the practice,
dif adopled, would retam i the church men of dis-
tingushed meru, till, by the oceurrence of vacancies,
sthey should obtain a stated charge.  From small

~abegmmngs, the evil-grew, notwithstanding several

sxcheeks, tosuch a maguitude, that it was thought a

%@Zsubjccl worthy of imperial animadversion ; and the

against “wvaga-
so they are unceremonsously termed,

bond clerks,”
ma provesthe exient of the abuse i the days of Justiman.

From nomual presbyters wo nominal dishops, the
step was small; and as wie former assisted the bene-
Aficed presbyters, so the latter pertormed the sacred

functons tor lishops of the larger sces, who were too

Kigindolent, too proud, vrtos much engrossed with secu-

lar afiairs o attend to the discharge of their spirital
4 and propur duties.  'Whan advantage the Roman pon-
utls derived from the nullatenentes clergy—so they
were contempluously called—shall be the subject of
finare invesugation’) it will be sufiicient, at present
10 notice the causes 1o which the great incicase of
thesr number is attributable, as also how the latter
crcumstance afiecied the power of the bishops.

who possessed the power ol cunferring so mysterious
The discussions in the Council ot "I'rent
upon the subject; attord the best possible exposure of

\persons by whom 1t was entertamed ; and may show
«how great an influence it must have given ambntious
vchurchimen over the minds of the people in times of
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16. In addition to what was formerly said in rela-
tivn tothe juridical anthority granted to the Episcopal
order by Constantine and his successors, it may be ye-
marked, that the bishops had obiained the right of
judzing in all cases aflecting the sacred vrder, both
Leneficed and nominal  With excmption from the
junsdiction of the csvil magwstrate, were conjoined
uther immunities, which the zeal or ignoranu ¢ of the
emperors had granted to the clergy. Lo these causes
are to be ascribed that excessive anxiety to obtai~
orders which prevailed, with greater ot less foree,
trom the fifth century ull the counest of ‘T'rent,

47. The anxiely to obtain orders, displayed by the
laity, was favored by the bishops.  As the greatness
of & king resis chiefly on the nuinber of his subyjects,
o, upon the humber of theiwr inferior clergy, the
bishops kuew depended their own power and umpor-
tance. Wuth the concurrence of causes so powerful,
it)s not sirange that the nuinbers of Utepian clergy
became a public nuisance,

48. The number of unbeneficed clergy gave rise
10 the practice of non-residence.  The spirit of the
gospel had, very generally, given place to worldly
ambition and a love of ease; and those of the church-
men who wished to mdulge either of these passions,
devolved their charges on eurates, who, from their
nuinber, could be luved for verysmall remuneration ;
while they themselves resided at court, for the double
purpose ol enjoyng the gaiy which tatforded, and of
iaking advantage of any opportunities of prefermen:
which might occar, 'This scandalous conduct pre-
vailed, especially in France, in which country it was
not confined to the bishops, but extended to a great
proportivn of cven the patish priests,

49, Another topic remains on this part of our sub-
jeet, and which, notwithstanding the length to which
these prcliminary remarks have already extended,
requites fronis inportance, an atientive examination.
‘Thiy is the wealth of the clergy.

50. Daring bis ministry upon carth, our Lord chose
to be supporied by the alms of the pious. These alms
were under the charge of an appointed person, who,
afier expending asinuch as was necessary for the sup-
I port of the suciety, distributed what remaned to the
poor. This may be clearly inferred from the words
of' St. John,* * Judas had the bag, and bare what was
put therein: as also more disunctly from those which
tollow, when Christ had charged the trantor, * That
thou doest do quickly,” it is added, ¢ sow-¢” of the
disciples * thought because Judas had the bag, that
Jesus had saad unto hisn, buy those things that we have
need of against the teast; or that he should give
something to the poor.”

51. In imitation of this, with the zeal of new con-
vens, and influenced, perhaps, by a false interpreta-
tion of certain predicuons dehivered by Christ, from
wlach they inferred the speedy dissolution of the ma-
terial world, the discaples in Jerusalem had reduced
their property 1o one common fund, from which the
necessites ot cach were supphed. A community of
gonds, the example of winch had been set by the
church of Jerusaiem, never, as far as we know, ex-
tended to any other Chrisiian society; nor, even in
the furmer, was it of long duration.  For, twenty-six
years after the death of Jesus, property was again
disunguished, and no persan, possessing means of s
ow, was allowed a mamtenance from the common
fund, which,as ansing fiom the ohlations of the faith-
ful, was devoted to the double purpose of supporting
the ministers, and the poor. Paul, accordingly directs
thatthuse widows who had relations, should be main-

—

*John, xitch. G v, tJohn, Xiil ch. 29v.
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tained by them, that so the church might be enabled to
relieve those, who were not only widows, but destitute
of any means of support.

62. The murmurings of the Hellenist Jews con-
vinced the apostles that the funds which had hitherto
been distributed by themselves, should be committe
to other hands, Seven men denominated Deucons,
were accordingly chosen by the mulitude, and Solé
emnly ordained by the apostles, who being thus freed
from all cares of a temporal nature, gave therselves
wholly to the ministry of the word. "The corruplivis
of succeeding ages inverted the order thus established
by the followers of our Lord; for, the superior clergy,
who spared no pains to prove themselves the legili-
mate successors of the apostles, instead of imitalng
their example, devoted their attention wholly to the
preservation, or increase of their wealth ; while the
preaching of the gospel, as a matter of trivial impor-
tance, and beneath the dignity of their order, was de-
volved wholly upon the inferior clergy.

53. During the first and secondcenturies, the clergy.
and poor were maintained solely by the offerings ©
the people, and these were administered entirely by
the deacons. At the suggestion of St. Paul, the
churches of Macedonia, Achaia, Galatia, and Corinth,
had contributed during the aﬁostolic age to the neces-
sities of their Christian brethren in Judea. An ex-
ample so excellent was zealously imitated during sev-
eral ages, by the believers: “the poverty of somé
churches was amply supplied by the munificent libe-
rality of others; and, in times when the necessaries
of life formed the only bounds to charity, the volun-
tary contributions of the faithful furnished of them-
selvesa fund, amply sufficient both for the relief of the

r, and the comfortable, if not the splendid support
of tbe ministers. It could not be difficult to provide
for the maintenance of men, much more 'concerned
for the success ot the gospel, than for their own ag-
grandizement.

54. So great, however, from the oblations of the
ople alone, had become the weaith of the church,
after the year 220, more than one persecution
" originated in the desire of plunder, which it excited :
por has Father Paul scru];led to ascribe almost all
the persecutions which followed the death of Com-
modus, tothe same cause. * The things that hap-
ned aforetime, happened for cur learning,” and
rom the exam(f)le before us, as well as from those
afterwards produced by asimilar cause, we may draw
the tollowing conclusion, that excessive wealth has
always been detrimental to the church: it has either
supplied her enemies with a motive for persecution,
or, whichisa much more serious evil, it has sown
the seeds of every species of internal corruption.

5. As the wealth of the church, that is, of the
clergy, for these came soon to be identified, increased,
the fatter, who had hitherto lived in common, chose
to have each his separate maintepance; while the
bishops, whose authority had gradually though 1m-

reeplibly increased, made no scruple to appro-
priate the sums which ought o have been applied
to the support of the puor. Nay, so abandoned
bad this order become, that in the time of Cyprian,
not 2 few of its members defiled their hands with the
abominable practice of usury. These, be it rematk-
¢d, were corruptions which originated and increased
under the Voluntary system.

56. As ){et, however, the church had acquired no
smmoveable estates. To account for this, recourse
has been had to the belief, entertained by the early
Christians, concerning the speedy terminalion of the
world : * which beliet,” it s said, ‘*had rendered
them regardless of temporal things,” It seems, we
would object, as unreasonable, that, persons, under
such an apprehension as that stated, should evince so

t|erainthe history of ecclesiastical wealth.
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shameful an anxiety about perishable riches, as the
conduct of the bishops appears to imply. We must
recur, therefore, to the Roman law, by which no per-
son was permitted “to give, or bequeath by will,
real estates, to any college, society, or corporation,
nor these to accept them, without the approbation of
the senate.”

57. The anarchy, which succeeded the imprison-
ment of Valerian, afforded to the faithful in the west
the first opportunity of signalizing their zeal, and by
transgressing the law—which, during that period
might be done with impunity—of conferring immove-
able estates upon the Church. These, confiscated—
except in Gaul—by Dioclesian and Maximian, A. D.
302, were, eight years alter, restored by Maxentius,
and confirmed by the edicts of Constantine and bis
colleague Licinius; the Jatter of whom, by granting
a special privilegium, or exemption from the laws re-
garding corporate bodies, rendered the ehurch capa-
ble of acquiring immoveable estates, and fixed re-
venues. This, therefore, forms a most important
It will still
be observed, thatall this was in accordance with the
voluntary principle. The emperors merely confirmed
to the church the possession of its own estates.

58. To the edicts by which her estates were con-
firmed in the possession of the church, was added an-
other, exempting the clergy, not only from personal
service, but even from the payment ofthe publictaxes.
This proved, in suceceding times, a most fruiiful
source of ecclesiastical wealth: for, instead of held-
ing of the crown, in which case their property was
liable to the paymentof all publicburdens, 1¥xose who
possessed estates chose to hold of the church, by
which means they were totally exempted from
taxes; while through the failure of male heirs, or
the occurrence of any other circumstances, in the
management of which, practice had rendered chureh-
men wonderfully expert, the estates recurred to the
church.

59. A law, made inthe year 370, by which “the’
clergy and their agents,” are forbidden * to frequent
the houses of widows and minors,” indicates the
shameful and ungenerous use they had made of the
influence, which their profession gave them, with the
weak and wealthy. This law, having been found in-
sufticient to restrain ecclesiastical cupidity, was fol-
lowed by another, which ordained that™* widows,
who devoted themselves tothe church, should neither
give nor bequeath immoveable or real estates to it
nor even moveables of great value.”

60. ¢ Crescit amor nummi, quantum ipsa pecums
crescit.” Never did the proverb receive a more mel-
al'lc.ho]y illustration than in the case before us. Pro-
hibited from hunting after the estates of women and
children, the clergy turned their aitention to the im-
%mven}ent of those which they already possessed.

or this purpose, the rents were carefully hoarded,
with the intention, not of relieving the poor, but ot
purchasing additional estates, This practice,as well
as that of disinheriting the proper heirs for the denefit
—s0 they called it—of the church, is mentioned and
reprobated by St. Augustine ; and the abase, which
he gondemued in his writings, he was careful to
avoid; for he had the virtue to refuse all gifis made
;otbxs own church, at the expense of the donor’s re-
atives.

61. The management of the ecclesiastical wealth
was, till the year 420, committed to the deacons, by
whom, under the inspection of the bishop and his
college of priests, the fuud, arising from alms, rents
of estates, &c., was distributed. T'he maintenance 0
three thousand poor, or the relief of ten thousan
persons in one day, may impart some idea of the

viches, 1o which, before the expiration of four cen*
turies, the church had attained.
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3, 62, During the anarchy, consequent upon the sepa-
g ration of the western from the casiern empire, the
"y inroads of the barbarians,and the erection vl I'rance

and Spamn into one, and of Afneainio anviher mde-

pendent kingdom, the custom of hving n common,
2 which still prevailed in the last, was gradually abol-
{ ished Ly the western bishops. The funds, wnended

3 for upholding churches and other rehigious houses,

“» and for the support ol the poor, these avaricious pre-
‘ Jates employed, as it they had been theirown private
.‘/gpropcny, wiale the sacred cdifices fell 10 ruin, and
"3 the poor were left to fortuitous charny.

63. A law, made A. D. 470, appointed, that the
church revenues should be applicd, in certain pro-
portions, to the four following purposcs:—1st. The
2d. The support of the
3% clergy. 3d. The crectionand reparof ccclcsma:iglc:}l

1S
* partition of church property has, cn the authority of
“ certain forged documents, been falsely attributed to

Pope S'ylrcsler, who died A. D. 3335.
© 04, The institution of monasterics, towards the

<

“t commencement of the sixth century, was a source of

immense wealth to the church, and afterwards more
patticularly to the Roman pontifls. ‘Thelaws of the
empire had, it seews, succeeded in checking the
mania for bestowing estates, and wealth generally,
upon the ecclesiasties; who, by their vices, which

Y had outrun even their wealth, would probably have
3 contrived, even without the prolibstion of the law, to
<

, turn fromthemselves the guldep stream of the people’s
‘The offerings, which bad furmerly cun-
riched the elergy, were now conferred upon the
monks, who, at first laynien, and subsisting by ther
own labor,seemed to emulate the virtues of the prinn-
tive Christians. Inthe course of @ fuw cenuries,
monastic institutions became exceedingly wealthy;
and so numerous that, in the eighth century, those
belonging to the order of St. Bened:ict alone, wmnount-
- ed to fiteen thousand, besides a vast nuwmber of
smaller convents. Thesc estabhshinenis, w the be-
ginning but slightly connected with the chuich, wete
afterwards virtually mcorporated with 1t; and ther
boundless wealth becawe, n fact, church property.

“% The part which they contributed to the rize ot the

papal hierarchy will come to be considered afier-
wards.

65. The estates of churches 1n the inferior towns,
Jay gencrally within the district in which the towns
themselves were situate = this, however, was tar from
being true of the putrimonics—so the ecclestastical
possessicns were cailed—belonging tothe chureiies
1 the principal cities. The churches of Ravenna
% and Milan bhad pattimonies in Sicily, and that ot
- Rome possessed estates, not only in Sicily and the
Cottian Alps, butin France and i Africa.

66. To excite greater reverence for their sacred
lands, they even feigned to be the property of certam
favorite saints; and the estates which supphed the
meauns of erecting a l;;ranny the most oppressive and
unchbristian which the world has yet scen, were by
this ingemous nomenclature, termed the * pairimony
of St. Peter.”

67. There is one remark with which we may con-
clude this sketch of the history of church wealth,
nawely, that it appearsto have beenentirely accuma-
lated under the operation of what is called” * the vol-
untary system,” tor the law never, in the most favor-
able cases, did more than protect it in the possession
of the clergy, butn by far the majority of instances,
was exerted to restrain its accumulation; and thus
proved the only restraint to the voluntary principle
which denies the right of the State to interferc in
the matter, and acluallg rejects the only remedy to be
found insuch a case. So that those persons who re-
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present the great revenuesof the hicrarehy as due to
the connexioh ol the church with the state, cannot, on
ilie most charitable supposition, be better than grossly
1znorant of the subject on which they pronounce so
confidently.

The statement now given, in addition to the re-
marks formerly made on ‘* ithes,” may appear an
account of church weahh sufliciently extended for
this part of the treatise . it wall again come under con-
siderationan the Seeond Part; an whieh it is proposed
10 auend more particularly to the lastory of the
Popes, and to specify as we proceed, the causes in
which this power originated,

To Le continued,

THB PRESBYTERIAN FORM OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT.
{Sce page 7.)

Before proceeding to set furth the principal
grounds of our preference for this form of cccle-
siastical polity, we present our readers with an
extract from & work*® of acknowledged authority
on this subject, containng a brief exposiion of
its fundamental prunciples.

In stating the general principles of Presbyterian
government, it is mmpossible for an inhabitant of
Bruain to overlook a question which agitated the
minds of our forefathers, concerning what was called
the divine right of Episcopacy and of Presbytery.
Upon oune side, it was contended, that bishops are,
by the appointment of Gud, a distinct order from
presbyters; that Episcopacy, being  of apostolic in-
stitation, ought never to be laid aside; that ordina-
tion is not vulid when conveyed by a college of pres-
byters without a bishop; and that the sacraments
admanstered by persons who have reccived this de-
fective osdination do not fulfil the purposes for which
they were tnstituted.  On the other side, it was con-
tended, that the Presbytenian form of government is
dehneated and prescribed in seripture, as a rule to
which all the members of the church of Christ are
bound to submit till the end of the world, and con~
sequently that cvery other form is unlawful. A
conviction of the divine right of Presbytery produced,
duiing the connnotions of the seventeenth century, the
Solemn Ieague and Covenant, which was subscribed
by many of all ranks in England and Scotland, who
swore, with their hands hfted up to the Most High
Ged, that they would endeavor the cxtirpation of
prelacy:  And when the Presbyterians attained
supreme power, they fulfilked this oath by many unjust
and violent deeds. A conviction of the divine right

*dl)r. Hill's View of the Constitution of the Church of Scot-
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of Episcopacy, to which Charles I. was accounted a
martyr, and which all who trede in the steps of|
Acrchbishop Laud zealously inculcated, was one cause
of those persccutions which the Presbyierians eninred
during a grent part of the seveuteenth century, both be-
fore the civil war commenced, and after the restoration,
And now that the progress of science and good go
vernment has exploded the horrid practice of perse.
cution for conscience sake, the same principle is the
foundation of that contemptuous language with regard
to the Presbyterian church, which ofien proceeds
fcom the zealous friends of Episcopal ordination, and
which sometimes appears in the writngs of able
divines, men in other respects profound and enligh-
tened.

While every Presbyterian is bound to vesist an
opinion which represents the ministers of this National
Established Church as intruders mto the sacred oflice,
and which unchurches the people of thnis country who
attend their ministrations, he is not obliged to vecur
to theopinion held by the Presbyterians of the seven-
teenth century, but may rest in a system more liberal
than cither opwsion.  This system proceeds upon the
following principle, which was first explained by
Hoolzer, in the third book of his Ecclesiastical Polity,
and was afterwards demonstrated by the iearned and
profound bishop Stillingflect, in the teeatise which he
entitled Irentcum.  Although church government is of'
divine appointment, that is, although the powers
which it implics were not ercated by the state, but are
conveyed from the Lord Jesus through those whom
he ordained ; yet the New Testament does not pre-
scribe any one particular form of chwreh goveinment
in such a manner asto render another form unlawful,
By comparing incidental passages in the history of
the journeyings of the apostle Paul, with the infor-
mation which can be collected from his cpisties, we
may form a conception of the plan of government
which he established in some chorches,  Butthebook
of Acts does not enable us to follow that apostle
through the whole of his progress, and of what was
done by the other apostles, who, in the exccution of
their universal commission, visited different quarters
of the world, scripture gives us little information, and
ancient writers speak very gencrally and uncertainly,
Our knowledge upon this subject, therefore, only ex-
tends to a part of the practice of onc apostic.  But we
draw a conclusion which the premises by no means
warrant, when we infer, that what was done by one
apostle in planting some churches, was done by all
all the apostles in planting all churches.  The pre-
sumption is,thatinstead of following one uniform course,
they would, in every city, accommiodate their estab.
lishments for the edification of the Churistian converts,
and the future increase of believers, to the numbers
whom they had added to the church, to the popula-
tion of the city, and to the qualifications for the dif-
ferent offices which those whom they found there
appearcd to possess; andthat they would leave many
tinugs to be settled as the future occasions of the
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church might require.  From Paul’s appointing Tine

thy and ‘Titus cvangelists, with inspection over th:
ministers of Ephesus and Crete, we may clearly infer

that such jnspection, which, in the particular circwn-
stances of those churches, was expedicat, is not tnatselr
sinful: but it appears to be held forth rather as an ex

ample ofwhat may be done, than as abinding rule; an
it does not furnish any proof that every Chrisuan
church is incomplete without a similas  appointment

The directions in the New Testament concerning the
qualifications of ministers, and the right discharge o
their office, are equally applicable to the Ejuscopal and
the Presbyterian forms; and the exhortations and rubes
concorning the estabiishment and conduct of church.
government, ar¢ suflicient to correct the abuses t»
which all duflerent forms are liable,

This liberty in regavd to the forms of church-govern-
ment, which scemsto be warcanted by all that ws
know of the practice ot the apostles, is ageceable o
the genius of Christianity, and is esseutial to i
character as an universal religion. Moses mig
deliver to the onc nation, of which he was appointed
lawgiver, a code of ecclesiastical, as well as of political
and judicial institutions,  But the apostles, who were
sent to gather converts out of all countries, conld not
adopt any form of ecclesiastical polity that war
equally applicable to the mfant churches which were
then planted, and to the national churches which were
afterwards to be estabhished; and any attempt to bind
upon Christians 2 particular form of church-govern-
ment, must have proved an obstacle to the propagatiin
of Christianity amongst all the nations who found
that plan incompauble with their civil constitution
‘The gospel, therefore, preserves upon this subject the
same just and delicate attention to the nature of 2
reasonable being, and the varying circumstances of
the human race, which pervades the whole system
Instead of creating, by the divine tastitution of any
form of church-government, a pretext for sedition o
disaffection to civil ralers, it inspires such sentiments,
and dehiveis such general precepts, as may, in all dit
ferent situations, furnish the most perfect directory for
the government of thechurch; and it leaves every nation
which embraces the gospel, to proceed under the
fluence of the true spirit of that religion, in accom-
wodating  thew form of church-government to then
political constitution ; sothat thetwo,moulded together
by human wisdom, may conspire in preservit g the
public tranquilhty, and promoting the spiritual and
temporal good of those who live under them,

By the revolution settlement, Presbyterian govern-
ment was established in Scotland, not as bewng of
divine right, but as being agreeable to the inchinations
of the great body of the people of this country; and
by far, Itrust, the largest proportion of the memlbicrs
of the chwich of Scotland hold the liberal sentiments
upon which the words of this seitlement proceced. We
do not contend, that there is an inscparable connection
between Popery~—the grossest abuse of church-govern-
ment, and a supeisority of a bishop above Presbyters,
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,‘al!od Prelacy, which, although not prescribed in
thc word of God, may be adopted for the sake of con-
vemcmy Wedo not consider it as any part of our
duty to Chnist, the Ifead of the church, to endeavor
‘thc extirpation of prelacy. We do not feel oursclves
~eallcd upor to exaggerate the defects which we ob-
;.enu in the English Episcopacy; or to depreciate the
~ad\xmlaf'cs which may Le derived from 1t; and we
“are sensible, that, in a country such as Lnfvluml a
ehange from Lpiscopacy to Presbytery may bc haghly
’ moxpcdlcut But although, with these views of the
*tub)cct we feel no disposition to take the Sulema
i leatruc and Covenant; yet, at the same time, we stand
ﬁrm in that opinion which ecvery minister of the
church of Scottand declares at his ordination, that the
Presbyterian government and discipline of thus church
arcnot only lawful, but founded in the word of God,
and coufrmably to the model exhibited in the pring-
“ive tit. > of Christianity. 'We contend, that we are
Zguccessors of the apostles, invested with alt the powers
“Bwhich, of right, belong to any ministers of the church
of Christ, \Vc put a very high valucupon the inde-
pemlencc which Presbyterian ministersenjoy, by not
sbeing placed under the inspection of any of their
;bmhren We study, by our gevceral conduct, and
our attainments in literature, to maintain the honor of
‘%hat dignified station which we hoid; and we will
ai\V'xys be ready to defend by argument, the only
‘Wcapon which we desire, or wluch, in such a cause,
‘we think it lawful to employ, that form of church-
-government which was established in Scotland at the
-, Revolution, aud which the treaty of Union hath de-
'“’dared to be the unalterable government of Christ's
church in this part of the Umlcd Kingdom.

& The above quotation embodies the principles of

;eur Presbyterian polity. Ve shall attempt to ex-
“hibit theirapplication to the circumstances of the
,?cvhurch in this country, where it exists without any
vil establishment and free from all extraneous
controul.

I. OF OUR PAROCIIAL EPISCOPACY.

% When any considerable number of the adherents
:gr membiers of the church, are settled together in
'(the same neighbourhood, it is natural to thmk,they
" wxll be drawn together, by the similarity of their
rélmous views,and will unite to procure theregular
Xidlnnx:xstratxon of sacred ordinances, for thcn- own
pmtu.xl improvement and the extension of the Re-
"llecmer s kmadom in their vicinity, Having for-
iimed themselves into a congregation, ore or more
ommissioners are chosen to represent their case to
he Presbytery of the bouuds, and to crave that
hey be received under its care, and, until they ob-
tain a pastor for themsclves, that the Presbytery

]
’%%eucnd tothem such pastoral superintendence as

may be inits power. Such arequestis of courseal-
wayseceeded to; andthe ministersofthe Presbytery
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are appointed to preach in rotation to the new con-
aregation, as often as may be found convenient or
practicable.  f'or the better preservation of order
and discipline an election of clders is usually ap-
pointed; and ify, on examination by the Presbytery,
the persons chosen be found qualified by theis in-
tethgence and piety, they are ordained to the oftice
of the eldership in the mnner prescribed by the
laws of the Church. Until the settlement of a minis-
ter one of these clders usually attends the meetings
of Presbytery to represent the wants and wishes of®
the congregation, and to crave for them a hearing
of such probationers as may be within the bounds
of the Presbytery, that the people after a proper
trial of their gifts, may have it in their power to
choose one of the candidates to be their minister.
After a sufficient time hus been allowed for the
hearing of candidates, a day-—(always a week day)
is fixed by the Presbytery for moderating in the call
—that is oue or more of the ministers are deputed
by the Presbytery to meet with the congregation
onthat day, and afier divine worship, to preside in
the meeting of the qualified voters, to preserve or-
der and to ascertain upon whom their choice has
fallen, and report their procecdings to the next
meeting of Presbytery. In the great majority of
cases, and where the people are actuated with a
right spirit, this duty is conducted to a peaccable
issue without much ddfficulty. When the choice
of'the people is ascertained, a call is made out, in
which they declarcto the chosen candidate, ¢ we
do heartily invite, call, and entreat you, to under-
take the office of pastor among us, and the charge
of vur souls. And further, upon vour accepting
of'this our call, promise you all dutiful respect, en-
couragement and obedience in the Lord.” This
instrument, duly signed by the people and attested
by the presiding minister, is laid before the next
meeting of Presbytery, witha bond for a suitable
temporzl provision to the minister, and a certifica-
tion of his having taken the oaths to government.
When the presentee has declared his acceptance
of the call, the Presbytery preseribe to him the
usual trial discourses and cxaminations, and these
being approved, a day is fixed for his ordination
and induction to the pastoral office over the people
by whom he has been chosen. Thus have we in
this congregation or parish, the three constitu-
ents of a christian church, a people united in faith
andobedience, to a pastor duly appointed to admi-
nister sacred ordinances, and assisted by a session
of elders in the maintainence of government and
discipline. These last ave the spiritual guardians
and rulers of the church; they coustitute the paro-
chiul episcopacy,and watch for the flock committed
to their charge os they that must give account to
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the Great Shepherd,*~Of the puarochial episco-
pacy thus constituted, it may be satisthctorily de-
monstrated, that

1. It isagrecable to scripture. Nothing can be
more evident from the whole scope of the aposte-
lical hist .ry and epistles, than that all admitted to
the fellov:siip of the chureh, were competently in.
structed in the doctrines of the gospel previous to
baptism and the profession of their faith, and sub-
sequently continued to enjoy the sacred ordinauces
dispensed by those who were appointed overseers
in the house of God.  As the number of converts
encreased in any placeit would become necessary
to encrease the overseers or clders to whose care
they were committed. The authority by wlueh
they were chosen and ordained would doubtless,
take into consideration, not only the character and
qualifications of the elder. but also the convenience
of hisresidence, for supermtending these christian
counverts to whose spiritual necessities he was in-
structed to minister. A {erritorial classification of
the members of the chuurch therefore would soon
grow up of necessity, and the office bearers ordain-
ed to preside over them in holy things would in all
prabability end for the most part, be sclected from
the local community. The same inspired autho-
rity which commanded Titus to ordain elders in
every city” doubtless procured the principle to be
carried fully out that elders should bLe ordamned
over divisions or districts of large cities,or over par
ticular villages, as the necessitics of the enlarging
church might requirc.  We conclade that this was
the case in Jerusalem, in Corinth, in Phillipi, in
Ephesus,and in the cities of Crete ;in cach ofthese
places there wasa plurality of elders, who,we have
reason te believe, exercised a conjoint jurisdiction
over the christian converts committed to theircare:
they were truly the sessiox,that is,the minister and
cldersof the parish aud congregation. The elder
who presided in the consistory,chosen we may rea-

* The deacone, we hold to be another dictinet and prrmanent

office in the church, deamgned for the presenyation of osder aned ¢

good manazcment in wemparal thanas. B they do nat consii-
tutc an cssential clement of a church wna<nuech a< i ecrtin
cireumsiances, suel as the endowment of the ehrch and tlic
maintuncnee of the poar by the «*ate, their <orvices rav not
be reqiured.  Bat, we submay, whrther oven in su b circitie
stances the order might net be with advantage preserved, far
collecting and applyine the hiberalay of the people i thoce
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sonably infer because of his preeminent gifts and
graces,seemsto have been sometimes distinguished
by the appellation of 2ngel. Lo this officer in the
seven Asiatic churches,John was commanded 1o ad.
dress his epistles. We have still his connterpart
1 the minister of the congregation, who in the scz-
sion {ills the office of permanent moderator.

2. It is suitable to theend designed by ccclesiast-
ical government. That end is to bring the mem-
bers of the church ina given locality directly un.
der theinspection and carc of their spiritual rulers,
For this purpose these rulers are chosen from a-
mong themselves,mix freely with them in the inter-
course of life, follow the same pursuits, and are
thereby quubfied to sympathize with them in all
their difficulties. They are chosen by themselves
on account of theirchristian excellencies. “Theel-
ders are required to be men of good hfe and godly
conversation, without blame and all suspicion,care-
tul for the flock, wise and uboveall things fearing
God™.  Andthe judicatories of the church are re.
quited *to take goodheed that none be admitted to,
or continued in the office ofan elder,but such asare
tender and circumspeet intheir walk, and punctual
m their attending upon ordinances, and strict m
their observation of the Lords day, and regularly
keeping up the worship of Godin their fannlics.”
“As the pastorsand doctors should be diligent
teaching, and sowing the word of God, so the elders
should be carcful, in secking after the fruit there.
of among people’s lives. They are to assist the
pastor in the examination of them that come to the
Lord’s table, and invisiting the sick ; they should
cause the acts of the higher judicatorics to he obey-
cd: they should be diligent in admonishing all mea
{of their duty, according to the rules of the evan-
gel”.—¢« It is appointed that every elder have
certain bounds assigned  him, that he may vist
the same crery monthat least, and to report to the
session what seandals and abuses are therein, to
keep an exact list of all cxaminable persons withie
their quarters, and of the poor and indigent.” Were
this system of territorial elders carried fully out,
and were men of the right stamp invested with the
office and conscientiously fauthful in the discharge
of 1ts duties,it would not be possible we think to de-

FISC D ©ne € epiTi snec-
partculat cxigences that no laws can mees, and tur the exia- @ vise 2 more 3 rfect chieme for the pmtunl nspec

sion of the zoepel in fareign lands, How much more cfficient
at this moment would the Chusel of Neatland Le with aegaet
of deacans in every patieh to colicet and apply the Wberalire af
the people for thoce forcign and calonia! messianary s~hance
n which she o now engagedy Weremnen fuld of fasth and of
the Holy Ghast chioren by the peaple 1a ¢-ery pansh andieal.
cronly ordaincd by e wesainh 10 Mns ollire, the latent hiterals-
ty of a Christian natton would be ealled forth in a desrer ta
which tha history of the past would furnish no paralled, unlcse
we should go back ta that aze, whea “the multitude of themn
1hat believed were of anc hean and anc <ol : ne-ther said any
of them that ought of the things which he pacsessed wag hic
owntt Al al cvents, the rectorntion of thas arder <eccms tn he
partticularly demanded by the eircumstances of the churchin
this land.—Sce vol. 1, pane 1799,

tion of 2 community. Nane of the actuz) mem-
vers of the ehurch could be overloohed under this
proper subdivision of episconal care ; the pastes
could receive due notice of the wants and dangess
of his flork, and, by occasional visitation with the
clder, appropriate ndinomtion and encouragement
might be tendered ; the poor and theafilicted would
be timrousiy aided and consoled ; and the ples-
sure of the Lord would prosper in their hands.

e S

-

.,

T Y
ST

il

”e
3

N7




nd
ed
he

THR PRIESBYTEIIAN Yun ML

3 I .
-Nor would the labors of & territorial eldership be
_coufined to the actual membaers of the church, or
con«ugauon. Clristian love isaggressive in its
operations.  Tnose in whose hesrt it dwells,
would try to persuade the aliens from the com-
-mon -wealth of Israel to come nigh. The elder
,would be prompt to give the aﬁ’ectlonatc invitation
m Ins donncitary visits—tcome with us and we
Lmll do tiiee good;” and thus the church would

pread awider wing and embrace under her shelter
s&grcnlcr mu]mude of those for wham Christ died.

T Ins scheme possesses not merely the werit of be-
ng framed on a scriptural model ; it is adapted to
-the wants and necessities of a world lying in wick-
edness, and blest of God, it is an instrument
‘fmmcd for its regeneration.

"5 8. This parachial episcopacy has the merit of pos-
ae~smg 3 living centre as the personal object of

) revercncc and love.” Tliie pastor is the object of the

ople’s chuice, andd therefore of their confidence
“and esteem; the elders, moreor er, have been in.
_veslcd with their office by popular concurrence, and
,\*mny therefore be presumed that the church wild
J,’? disposed to esteem them highly in love for their
7 ¥ork's sake. ‘The faithful and unwearied labsurs of

zso[ thesc office bearers willtend to strengthen those
bonds of attachment by which the people and their
e}dcrs were originally united. But chiefly he that
hbours in the word and doctrine will attract their

: ‘x:onf'dcuce and love. His time,his talents,his whole
lg‘c, are devoted to their spiritual edification. ¢«He

gl)elh his own sheep by name and leadeth them
t; snd they know lis voice.” He hath brought
‘Qany of them back from their wanderings in the
. Mildcrness into the fold. By his pulpit ministra-
~Xons they have been often enhghtened and com
xforted He blessed theiwr nuptial union ; he con-
.ucratcd their children at the baptismal fount unto
God he spoke soothing words to themin the sra-
son of distress, and commended the departing spi-
ms of some of the dearest of their kindred,inta the
-hnds of 2 merciful Creator, Ilis abilities, his
fythfu]ness, his piety, have secured him a proper
“lnﬁucnce among lis penple, and in the Jabors of

,,’rChr.enan benevolence they are prompt to obey

is call. Some lmpert'ecuons may be found in the

: T pustor, and some in the flock, co-mtemctmg these
‘hayp\' irfluences,(for is it not so in all things hu

& mar ?) 3et, in despite of this. the faithful pastor
mll be an object of the purest affectinng, of thuse

'*vhnm heis blessed to lead onward in the way of

“wihe Lard.

% 4. Our system “sdmits the laity to o Just and a.
agoslolxé place in the management and admiaistra
ﬁmm of the church.” In temporal things the power

iBelangs to the whole commun ty that prowmdes
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them, and therefore the election af the Deacong,to
whotn this business is entrusted, appertains to the
whole comununity. Nor is the power of the laity
restricted to temporal things. The session, v
whicit belungs the spiritual discipline of the con-
aregation,consists wholly of laywmen, with the ex-
ceptiun of its moderator, who ia ail cases of divi-
sion has enly a casting vote. We have here there-
fore an effectual barrier against clerical tyranny
or prejudice,winle the right of jndging in such ca-
ses as come under the consideration of spiritual
rulersis vested in men, who may be thonght to
have fuller knowledge of all those circzmstances
which ought to be taken into account in judging
of the actions and characters of their brethren mov-
ing for the most part in the same sphere with them-
selves. The christian community will submit with
areater readiaess to the power of discipline pliced
in such hands ; and its influence upon the order and
purity of the church will be more effectine and
salutary. “If the maintainence of discipline all be
important to the interests of true reiigion, it is a
matter of a0 less importance tht it ! 2 conducted
with nuldness, prudence and wisdom. Rashness,
precipitancy, undue severity, malice, partiality,
popular fury, and attempling to enforce rules
which Christ never gave, ere among the many evils
which have too often marked the dispensation of
authority in the churcl, aud not uufrequently de-
feated the great purpose of discipline. T'o conduct
it aright, is undoubtedly ore of the most delicate
and arduous parts of ecclesiastical administration ;
requiring all the piety, judgment, patience, gentle-
ness, maturity of counsel, and prayerfulness which
can be broughtta bear upon the subject, Now
the question i<, by whom shall all these weighty
and indispensible services be performed ? will any
say that it is the duty of the Past s of each church
to perform all? It is impossible, He cannnt be
every where and know every thing. He cannot
perform what is expected of liim, and at the same
time so wa‘ch over his whole flock,as to fulfl eve-
ry duty which the interest of the church demand-.
But even if it were reasonahle or possible, that a
Pastor should alone perform all these duties,onght
he to be wiiling to undertake them ; or ought the
church to be wiiling to commit thcm to him alone?
We kaow that mimsters ate subjoct to the same
frailuies and imperfections with other men. We
Know,taq,that a love of preaeminence and power 1s
not only naturalto them in comman with others :
bat that this principle, very early after the days of
the apostles, began to maniiest 1iseif as the rergn-
ing sin of ecclasiastics, and produced, first prelacy,
and afterwards Popery, which has so long and en
ignob!y enslaved the Church of Chnist.  Does not
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this plainly show the folly and danger of yiclding
undefined power to Pastorsulone ! Is it wise of
safe to constitnle one man a despot over a whole
church 7 Is it proper to entrust to a single individ-
nal the weighty and compitcated work of ingpect-
ing, trying, judginz, admittug, condemning, ex-
cluding and restoring without controul ? Qugit the
members of a Church to consent that all their
rights and privileges in reference to Christian com.
tunion, should be subject to the will of 2 single
man, as his partiality, kindness, and favoritism, on
the one hand ; or his caprice, prejudice, or passion,
on the other, might dictate ? Such u wode of con-
ducting the government of the charch, to say noth-
ing of its unscriptural character, is,n the highest
degree, unreasonable and dangerous. It can hard.
Iy fai} to exert an influence of the most injurious
character, both onthe clergy and laity. It tends
to nurture in the former, a spirit of selfishness,
pride and awbition : and instead of ministers of ho-
liness, love and  mercy, to transform them intoec
clesiastical tyrants. While its tendency, withre-
gard to the lutler, is gradually to beget in thewn 2
blind, implicit submission to clerical domination.
The ecclesiastical encroachments and despotism
of furmer times, already alluded to, read us a most
instructive lesson oa this subject. The fact is,
committing the whole government of the church
to the hands of Pastors alone, may be afiirmed to
carry in it some of the worst seeds of Popery :
which, though under the administration of good
men, they may not at once lcad to palpable mis
chief, will seldom fail in producing, in the end,

the most serious evils, both fo those who govern,
and those who obey.”®

5. This admission of lay influence into the pa-
rochial episcopacy confirms in the best and safest
manuer the authority of the minister. It will ge-
nerally be found that those chosen to the office of
the elder, are the most distinguished in the con-
aregation for station, intelligence and piety, and
that they not only possess the confidence of the
people, but that they deserve it. Guided asthey
are by the Jaws and usages of the church. and so-
lemuly bound to promote its welfare, a perfect
unanimity may generally be expected in all the
great practical instances of duty. This will not
unfrequently be confirmed by those strong and
elevated personal friendships which grow out of the
eacred and delightful employments in which they
are together engaged. ‘The coadjutors of the pas-
toral office the whole weight of their personal and

¢ An creay, an the warsant, uataee and datles af the office
af thie Ruting ¥lder n the Preshyrenan Chureh by Samuel Mit-
fer, B D Prafestor of $lie lznasti-al Helmny and Chuseh Go-
vosuttent tn the ‘Theclogiial Semttary at Untccion, NoJ.
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official influence will be frecly used to assist himp
his duties, and to promote his uscfulness, They
will ever be ready to advise with him and to su
port i, to defend his reputation unjustly mahgr.
adyto vindicate his authority whereitis contemns
and to enforce hisustructions where they sees
to be neglected.  How much does this support ¢
the canstituted rulers of the church angment th
legitimate influence of the christian ambassado
He stands forth not as a solitary agent in his sacre;
work. The rulers of the church are with himy
advise,encourage aad co-operate, to share his res
ponsibility, and accompany and sustain him in b»

arduous labors, The session is the minister’s righ
arm.

6. The parochinl episcopacy affords ful
scope to that diversity of gifts that may b
found among the laity of the church who ar
disposed to employ them in his service. &k
visiting and instrocting his own allotted sec
tion of the parish in superintending, the educatic:
of children,and examining schools,in endeavours b
reclaim the careless and irreligious, inadminister
ing consolation to the sick and dyingthe elder wif
find enonghto exerciseevery gift andgrace of which
he may be possessed. When he sits insession with
his brethren, their deliberations on such cases u
may come before them may be materially assiste!
by bis more extensive knowledge and experience.
As a commissioner to Presbyteries, Synods, ar}
Assemblies,he may take part in their deliberations
and in the cxtended operations of christian en.
terprize conducted under their auspices. Letn
not be forgotten that in the General Assembly of
the church of Scotland, the most distingnished iz
the 1and for rank and talent have had a seat,and b;
theinfluence of their station,theirlegal knowledge,
their eloquence, as well as by their personal worth,
they hove contributed not a little to the prospes
ty and usefulness of that National church. The
full illustraticn of this point however does not be
long to the head of parochial episcopacy. It wil
fall to be noticed when we treat of thesuperintend-
ence of those higher judicatories of the churchto
which its clders arc eligible.

{‘'To be continued )
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'CA‘(ADA —The special Legislative Council of Low-
erCar'lda constituted under Lord Durham’s Act, is
ptoscculm'r the work oflcg«slauon with laudable d:h-
gﬂcc aud has motured various measures of very
bncfcul aspect : one, for instance, for the Registra-
uoﬁ of all Litles, Decds, and Instruments conveying

assuring lands, or encumbering and affecting the
&e,anolher for the regulation of Taverns, by \thxch
it'ss enacied that they shall be clased during the hours of
pubhcworshlp on the sabbath, and that if any tavern-
heper permit any seamoan,soldier, apprenticeor minor,
to*’rcmam tippling in his house, afier 7 o'clock P, M
in \vnncr or 9 o'clock P, M. in summer he shall furtet
his‘license and shall be held incapatle of receiving
mlher ~—The rebel refugees and sympathizers are
reponcd to have assemblcd in considerable numaers at
MBurch with the two Nelsons, Bouciette and Gagnon
theu' head. From thistheic favourite den, whenee
) many atrocitics have already procceded, they made
au attack on a picquet of volunteers stationed at Beech-
ndgc on the 25th March. Doctor Nelson is said to
luve expressed his determination not to commence a
mlarmvasmn until his force is one thousand strong
h‘xs pleasing to observe the activity which prevails in
4 shxp yards of Quebec. Twenty vessels all of consi-
derablc tonnage, among which is a steam boat of one
thousand four hundred tons, arc now in progress there.

In Upper Canuda, the Legislature has, with many
dor matters, becn engaged in the discussion of
0us xmporlam suchcls such as the state of the pro-
vmce, a union with Lower Canada, our financial diffi-
eul(nc., banking, the clergy reserves, rectarics, the en-
ﬂowmcms of km-"s colicge, and the school lands
W ioh the exception of !.hc first two of these subjects,
nathm« of very gencral interest scemes as yet to have
b‘.één brou«ht to an issue, and if we may trust the ds.
clagations of Lord Melbourne and Lord John Russc),

8 more than probable that some mensure for the
sét%hmcm of our political difficulties will have passed
the! lmpcna\ Parliament before the resolutions of the
Housc of Assembly orthe agents they have appointed
<alt reach Great Britain. Nor does it seem at all hkely
thh the interests of the country will suffer anythig
fmm this. The resolutions of the Assembly in
ugard to the Union are not perhaps of the most en-
Jigbtened and disinterested character, and besides they
Felate almost exclusively 10 details which the Imperial
Leglslalurc will no doubt place inmore impartial hands
ﬁu'nrran"cmcm. A considerable poruon of the citi-
i of Toronto have denounced the union measures,
public meeting, as fraught with the worst cvils,
“This hostility would probably be in some degree miti.
gated, ifan Imperial pledge could be oblamcd that To.
010 shall be the seat of government after the union.
“From adespaich of His Excellency Sir George Arthur
Lord Glenclg, and other documents, it uould ap:

1 that our Fmanccs, arc not in a very encouraging
:ﬁtc, large sums have been borrowed by us throuﬁh

by

I~
-

our representatives and laid out on various public
works which as yet make not a direct return into the
publie tecasury, adequate to et the mterest theieof,
while it appears our surplus revenue 1snsuflicient to
ninke up this deficieney by £10,000 or £50,000. It
will be found a knonty point for the financiers of the
Assembly, to discovur the means of supplying it per-
manently in such a way as will prove aceeptable 1o
the communuy, inwlichthe opinion scems to prevaul
extensively, that many of these works wete underta-
ken prematwiely, and that most of them have been con-
ducted without economy; but 1t wiil Le found that the
great buik of the objectors, however displeased with
the general result, were strennous advocates of these
wndertakings seveadly according as their local inter-
ests were to be afice ed by them: so that the blne
lies by no means exclusively at the doors of the vepre-
sentatives. 1T the peo;le however are impressively
tauzht by these ditficaltizs tht the head long, wapan-
apled, go-a-head sysiem, which has been so much
admired and so geuerally pracused among us, has as
little to do with teue prosperity, as with pradence und
integrity, either to individuals orcommunmiues, thelesson
wiall perhaps be found 1o be worth what it has cost.~—
Liule hope scems to be entertamed of a final adjust-
ment of our cccleststical conceins,  The commnttee,
on the Rectories hus not yet reported, that on the Re-
serves made a report, 1o which none of its own men-
bers agreed, and which may therefore pass without
particulur notice.  ‘The diseussion of this mater will
probably terminate 1n the sanvestment of the reserves
wn the crown for rehigious purposes, an unworthy ex-
pedient, sugzested mainly by the desice of escaping res-
ponsiblity, and very unhkely tolead to an arrangement
satisfactory or suitable 10 this community. Al who
are capable of forminyg just opinions on these most im-
portant subjects and who have the welfore of Cunada
sincerely at heart, must regret deeply that our repre-
sentatves in their attempts at legislation in ecelesias-
tical affuirs seain 50 incapable or so unwiilng to pro-
czed on large, enlightencd, christain principles, and
that, instead of wisely, faithfully and resolutely seiing
thems:lves 10 carry outthe gicat originul purpose of
the Reserves, the supportofprotestantism, a in man-
ner adapted to the actual and prospective condition of
the varous denominations in the country, professing
adherence to the great standards of protestantism,
the principal concern with some is, the interest and
aggrandisement of 1 panicular sect, with others, the
gratification of all denominations wuhouz regaid to
creeds, or principles, truth or error, and with most
of all, the approval of their votes and specches on the
question at the next general clection.  ‘I'ke attention
of both houses has been directed to cducation, but there
is nokopc of seeing a wise school systen matured
without more extended deliberation and enguiry than
are practicable during the parliamentary session. It
is to be hoped that the movement in the Legislative
Council respecting the School lands and King's Co\\cwe
will lead to some uscful results,  Our dustrict gram-
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mar schools stand in zieat need of the additional teach-
ers, enlowments, and buildings, which these lands
were originally intended (o afford them, although no
part of their proceeds have as yet been thus applied;
and nothing can well be more preposterous than to de-
prive the country for a protracted period of the benefits
which may be expected from Kit g's College, for the
purpase of previously erecting an extensive and cost-
ly edifice for the accommodation of its prof.ssors and
stulents. he buildings at pressnt ozcupizd by Up-
per Canada college now incorporated with King's
College, might with inconsiderable additions furnish
ample accommendation for hoth, for some time to come,
and thus our youth would at once have access to all
the branches ofiiberal education. Thereportofthecourt
of enquiry appointed bythe LieutenantGovernor toin-
vestigate talonel Prince’s conduct in regard to the sum-
mary exccution of four brigand prisoners after the bat-
tle of Windsor, has recently Leen published. From
this report it would appeur that the principal business
of the court had been 0 ascertain the motives which
actuated Mr. Prince’s accusers, and not the propsiety
or impropriety of his asts on the occasion referred to.
The former of these points has been determined by
the court very decidediy against the integrity and can-
dour of the accusing paities; but in regard to the lat-
ter, which is by far th2 more 1nportant and interesting
to the community, the expression of any opinion secms
to have been studiousiy avoided. His Excellency
however expresses his disaprobation in  general
of such summary procecdings as those in question.
A Sergeant belonging to a troop of provincial
cavalry at Toronto, has been recently arrested, on
suspicion of carrying on a treasonable correspon-
dence withthe refugees and sympathisers in the United
States. H: is said to hivs furnished them with a plan
of the garrison of ‘I'oronto, models of the Bank keys,
&c. &c. and to have been on terms with them for be-
tiaying the Governor and the Capital into their hands
Theresult of hisexamination has not yet been made
public. Itis understood that with the usual honesty
and consistency of his calling, he furmerly acted asa
spy, for our government on the other side.

Usitep Kivonor.  The affairs of Canada have
been the subject of repeated discussion in the Imperial
Parliament. Lord Durham’s report, a very elaborate
and able document, has been  laid before the
legislature, and it was understood to be the inten-
tion of the ministers to bring forward a measure for
the remodeling of the goverament of this country before
the Exstecvecess  In the mean time Liord Glenelg has
resigned his office as colonial secretary, on account ot
some unexplained difference with his collezzues, and
is succeded by ths Marquis of Normandy, with Mr.
Labouchere, as under sccretary: Lord Ebrington, now
Baron Fortesque, an active partizan of ths present ad-
ministration, having Leen appointed Lord Licutenan
of Ircland. The [uke of Wellington's remarks in
the House of Lords respecting th: conduct o
our sympathizing neighbors and the strain of Lo
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Melbourne's reply to them are very satisfactory, “The
system of private war” saysthe Duke, “which prevails
on that frontier is unknown in any other part of ths
world. Weread of such things in the bhistory of
barbarian nations, we read of such a system carried on
against the Austrian Monarchy which lasted from cen.
tury to centary. Al these were wars of barbarism
agaiast civilization. Never were their any instances
of such wars between civilized nations, except in the
case before us. 1have no doubt of the intentions
of the president of the United States in the matter, but
at the sante time I cannot but feel regret when I see
American citizens coming armed into our territory,
armed and provided too with cannon taken from the
United States, and belonging to the United States. “1
cannot ,I say but feel deep regret and much surprise
when I sce these American subjects publicly invading
our territory, and am told that it cannot be prever-
ted by the Government of the United States. Thers
can, 1 conceive, be no doubt but that the civil govern-
ment of any country is capable at any time ofprevent-
ing the collention of bodies of troops within its tetritory
und their invasion of neighbowing states. But here
we sce the United States sitting down quietly and tak-
ing hardly any notice whatever of the invasion by
its suhjects of the Br'tish Piovinces.” Lord Melbourne,
in his reply, says, “There is no reason 1 apprehend
1o doubt the sincerity ¢f the government of the United
States. Everv exertion has been used and every re-
presentation has been mad: in order to induce thegov-
ernment of the United States to cxert itself. 1 trust
that an end will be put to this wild spirit which isas
dangerous to their neighbours as it is discreditable to
those citizens of the United States.—Sir Robert Peel,
speaking on the same snbject in the Hous: of Commons
finds a case remarkably in point in the conduct of the
Unitcd States towards Florida while it wus a colony
of Spain:— When the Seminole Indians made invasion
from the Floridas on the American territories, what
had been the answer of General Jackson to the Span-
ish Government? “If you cannot maintain order a-
mong your subjects we will.” And following up this
feeling he invaded the Floridas and took possession of
some important places within the Spanish feontier, The
government of the United States”, he continaes, “wers,
he was sure, preparcd to act upon the priaciple of do-
ing to others as they would be done unto™—The fol-
lowing statement respecting the commercial intercourse
between Great Britain and the United States, and thew
dependence on one anosher for the necessaries and lux-
uries of life, exhibits a dissuasive from war which wilt
no doubtoperate powerfully on both parties.  In 1832
the exportation of British manufuctures to the United
Stares, amounted in official or custom house vulue, to
£12,593,173, and the importation from the United States
(principally of cotton) to £8,970,342.  An increaseof
thiree or fuur millions since that period, must now be
added. —Numerous petitions, for the repeal of the corn
law, have been presented in parhiamenr, but adivision
whichtook placc ia the Commons,hy which the Houst




§ summanly disposed of during the year
- jng statement gives an interesting view of the extent

place of meeting.

: operations against Burmah.
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refused 10 hemr counsel and evidence nt their bar on!

the subject renders it rather improbable that any
chonge will teke place during the present session.
A motion has been made in the House of Liords for
rcturns respecting the state of the Navy wccompanied
by very severe strictures on its present incflicientcon-
dition. T'he London police returns for 1838 cxhiuit

. a fearful extent of delinguency and evime, 19,801 per-

sons having been sent to iizhand the cases of 44,439
The follow-

of the British colonial possessions. The army esti-
mates for this year exhibit the whole foree to be kepe

" up as 109,818, and the total of expense, £6,07,068.

Two British ships of war had saited for Pateas to de-
mand explanutions respecting an attempt to raurder
Signor Rietti and an assault offered to the B:uish
Consul.

Brimisit Inota axp T EasT.—The Bombay Ga-
zette of 21st December, contains a long and glowing
account of an interview between Lord Auckland, the
Governor General and Runjeet Sing, the Rajah of

Punjaub at Ferozepore on thebanks of the Sutledge.
3

The purposc of this interview is said to have been to
persuade the Rajah to allow the passage of the Bri-
ush troops through his dominions on their way to
Caubul. The grand army was assembled at the
It was reported that orders had
been received at Madras to embark a large foice for
It would appear that
the Shah of Persia’s heart has once more failed him
in maintaining a hostile atitude towards Great Bri-
tain. Information had been received at Canstantino-

3 ple, that he desired a reconciliation and was prepared
3 to accede to the terms which Mr. McNeil,had insisted

on before quitting hus Court. Lord Ponsonby our
Ambassador at Constantinople accordingly sent off

" despatches, to Mr. McNet),with this intelligence,with
., aview of ove.aking him on his return to England,

” through Georgia. A report prevails, but as yet un-
" confirmed, that Mohamet Ali of Egypt,with all his at-

" tendants,was drowned in the Nile by the upsetting of

an iron Steamer.

West Inpies.—From this quarter the news-paper

; accounts are still unfavourable, representing the loss of

the greater partof the sugar and coffee crops as inev-
itable through theindolence and extravagant demands
ofthe emancipated negrocs, There is much reason
10 believe, however, that these statements are exag-
gerated. They are met indeed by decided contradiction

2 from some, who have ample opportunitics of learn-
3 ing the whole truth on the subject.
y there is but little force in the conclusions of those who

At all events,

employ these unfavourable accounts as arguments
against emancipation or in favour of its delay. When

 the simple and extreme alternative in this case is pre-

sented —*'I must enslave my fellow man and deprive
him of the inalienable rights of humanity, or lose my
crops and havemy property deteriorated,” who can

POLITICAL EVENTS, <0
hesitate in the decision or on what worthy grounds
can hesitation proceed ?

Nova Scotia axp New Bausswick.—It is gran-
fying to learn that there now remaims no danger of a
hostule collssion between the troops of New Brunswick
and of Muaine respecting the dispuied terrnory,—Gov-
ernor Fairfield having withdeawn s forces. Tt wall
be recollected that the objeet of the threatened cotls-
sion was not the proprietorshup of tius debatcablelond,
but the right ofequal jurisdiction over i, clasmed by
the aathonties of Maine aud denied by Sir John Har-
vey. The following extract from a despatch of Losd
Aberdeen, when Scevetary of state in 1832 addressed
to Mr. Lawrc .ce the Awmerican Minister in London,
sets the question respecting this right in a very cleac
light and shows how wantonly and causclessly the
authorities of Maine have interfered and by the:r in-
terference endangered the peace of the world.  “This
tercitory” says his Lordship, “ought upon every prin-
ciple to be considered, for the present, atleast, assub-
jeet to the authority and jurisdiction of Great Biitain;
unless treaties subsequent to that of 1783 shall have
imposed an obligation on herto pursue, a diffcrent Line
of conduet with respect to it.  Noac of the treaties
however posterior to that of 1783 adude 1o the ques-
tion of jurisdiction ; and from their silence on this point,
it may fairly be inferred that the United States who
cannot be supposed to have been ignorant of the acts
of British authority which had been exercised through-
out the territory in question for so many years, aud
not entertain any doubt of the right of Great Buitain
in this respeet.  Tor if such had been the case, they
would surely have stipulated for the introduction into
the latter treaties especially into that of Ghent,of some
provision respeeting the exercise of that authority a-
gainst which Mr. Lawrence, is now instructed to pro-
test. The United States have never been in possession
of the territory; their title to it under the treaty of
1733 is nol admitled by Great Brilawn, and cvery act
of jurisdiction donc by the United States is an as-
sumption of an authority which they did not pre-
viously possess. On the other hand Great Britain
has never parted with possession: the junisdiction
which she now exercises is the same, which belonged
to her before the treaty of 1783, and which she has
ever since that period continued to cxerciss within the
limits of the territory in question.  The undersigned
nced hardly point out to Mr. Lawrence that there is
a very material difference,between suspending a juris-
diction hitherto exercised and forbearing 10 mtroduce
a jurisdiction hitherto unknown ; and that while the
United States offer to forbear from assuming a juris-
diction which they have never exercised, they are de-
manding that Great Britain should &2y down a juris-
diction while she bas ever mamiained: and it may
be proper here to notice the erroncous opinion,to which
Her Majesty’s Government in common, with the Gov-
ernment of the Unitea States are disposed to ascribe
the recent attempts of the State of Maine to introduce

its authority along the frontier in question, viz: that
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furbearance on the side of the United States might
be construed nto anaduussion of the right of Great
Britain to the possession of the frontier which she
mms. Suck apprehensionsare withont foundution, No
such inference could fanly be drawn fiom such forbear-
ance.  But were it otherwise how much mome would
the position of Great Britmn be prejudiced by her re-
linquishment of a junisdicuon hitheito wmvariably
matutained.”

The unjustifiable and reckless conduct of Maine in
this business is still more fully established by the w-
disputable fucts stated in the repost of Mr. McLauch-
lan, the Bruish warden of the disputed territory
This gentleman has held lus offi-e sinee 1829, Al
the timber which could be ascestained or even sus
pected as coming fiom the disputed teusitory has been
uniformly scized as soon as 1t came by water within
the acknowledged Yimats of New Brunswick, and the
proceeds of its sale deposited in a fund whch is
eventnally to bLe paid over to the Government in
whose favour, the dispute shall be decided. More
recently Sir John Harvey issued a proclamation and
sanctioned still more vigorous wmeasures for putng a
stop to this system of plunder carried on by both Bri-
tish and American subjects,but without any intention
or attempt to occupy the disputed territory with a mi-
htary force. Mr. McLauchlin was actively engaged
in exercising these measures when he was arrested
and taken prisoner to Bangor, finding at the same
time that instead of imitating the forbearance and good
faith of the British authoritics the State of Maine and
Massachusetts had actually authorised their ciizens
to cut timber, onthe disputed territory whle the form-
er had proceeded to take military possession of at.
The correspondence of the parties respecting the re-
cent difficulties as well as their acts, furnishes strong
internal evidence on which side the right of the ques-
tion lics, being characterised by a marked foibearance
and moderation on the part of Sic John Hurvey, whteh
ex.ibitsa strong conttast to the blustering violence of
Governor Fairficld.

It is stated in the acwspapers that the Newfound-
land Chamber of commierce, have caused a memorial
10 be presented to the Queen in Council, praying for
the zbolition ot the House of Assembly in that island,
on the ground that tlus branch of the Legislature is
composed of the nounnces of the Roman Catholic
priests.

Uswited States.—~The reported nomination of Mr.
Callioun as the special envoy to Great Britam for the
scitlement of the North Eastern boundary is said 10
be universally disapproved of wn Maine.  Mr. Cul-
houn’s appointment however, does not appear to have
taken place hitherto. The President hasdeclined to
interflere in regard to the application of the authoritics
of Lower Canada, for the giving up of Holmes the
murderer of Tasche, leaving the matter to be decided
by the statc authoritics. Holmes is in the meantime
detained, his case being under investigntion.  With

veference to the boundary question the Albion re.
marks that “the Legislature of Maine has probably
adyourn-d in a better spreit than that in which 1t met,
and wedeem it advisable to place the public in pos-
session of all the faets piior to the arrival of the
Great Western.  If we are not mistaken m our im.
pressions we shall find that England wall take strong
srounds in contyadisting'ion to the views so unaai.
mously adapted by Congress; and we tust be pre-
pared, instead of declaring as we have done that Eng-
land 1s wrong and we are right, to come to Mr. Jef-
ferson’s conclusion—viz: that the boundary Jine un-
der the ueaty of 1733 was ““too imperfectly described
10 be suseepuible of execution,” and consequently that
commissioners fiom both countrics must repatr to the
spat and sun the boundary hine agn.”  The foliow-
g resoluton was ndopted in the 1Touse of repeesent-
atives during the recent session of Congress :—“Re-
solved, that the President of the United States be re-
quested to consuder the expediency of opening or con-
unuing nezouations with the Governments of other
nations, and particularly with those the territorial ju-
risdiction of which comprehends the Isthmus that con-
neets North and South America, and to which the
Uoited States have aceredited mimstersor agents; for
the purposc of ascertaining the practicability of open-
ing a communication between the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans by the construction of a ship canal across the
Isthmus; and of securing for ever by suitable treaty-
stipulauions the free and equal right of navigating
such canal to all nations on the payment of rensona-
ble tolls.—="The sutt instituted by the new school Ge-
neral assembly of the Presbytersan Church of the
Unuted States, for obtaming possessions of the general
funds and institations belonging to the Presbyterian
Churchand at present in possession of the old school
or orthodox assembly, has been recently determined
in favour of the pursucrs,in the supreme coust of Penn-
sylvamia,  The case however has been carried into
the supreme court of the Umted States for final adju-
dication, and it 15 to be Foped for the sake of truth,
and Presbyterianism, that a dufferent issue awaits 1t
there.

Mexico, Texas axp Sout AMERICAN STATES.—
The difficultics Letween France and Mexico are on
the eve of settlement under the medation of the Br-
tish Minister, Mr, Packenham. The blockade has
ceased accordingly and the discharge of all vessels of
all classes and nations allowed. Commodore Douglas
has returned from Mexico with his fleet and is now
cruising between Bermuda and Halifax. General
Wrea and the federal troops have been defeated by
the army of government under General Romero, It
is said that the federal insurgents in Mexico are treat
ing for an alliance with the Texians with the view of
overturning the present Mexican government. The
side of cmigration continues to pour into Texas with
unabated strength, but the settlers scem to suffer great

annoyancc from the aboriginal tribes.
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MISCELLANECUS.

Lurorgax Stares.—The appointment of the Po
hish Geveral Skrzynecki to a military command 1n
the Belgian army has given great offerce, ty Prussia
and Ausina,whose Ambassadors at the Belgian count,
have in consequence demanded and received then
passports, the Bedgian ministers being ot the same
time recalled from Berhin and Vieona: affmirs thus
assume a warlike aspect, but it scems incredible thay
ectual hosulines should zrise fioin such a cause.
In Fiance the chambers of deputies having been dis
solved, & severe clection struggle is going on amoay
the severad political parties.

The Emperor of Russia has given orders to export
the surplus corn of his vast ternitorics, in order to
assist foreign nations who arc in waat of that essen-
ual article  The ports of the Black sea ure accord-
ngly erowded, with British and other vessels taking
i cargoes of wheat and Larley.,  The King of the
two Sicilies has also permitted the exportation of corn
from his domnions.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Grascow Correee Missiovany Soctery —A spe-
cial public mecting of this Soctety was held in the
Greek Class-room, on the evening of Monday the
25th ult, at seven o'clock, for the purpose of receiv-
ing mtelligence fromthe Rev. John Machar ot Iing-
ston, Upper Canada, regarding the rehigious state of
our North American colonies. The meeting was
opened with prayerby the President,Mr. W, C. Burns,
who commenced proceedings by a few introductory
remarks. It was then addressed by the Rev. Dr.

-; Burns of Paisley, Secretary to the Glasgow \ olonial
Society,on the general religious state of the North

* the sympathy and exertions of

American Colonies, and their pre-eminent claims on
bristians in Scotland.

- This powerfal and impressive appeal was ably fol-

lowed up by Mr. Machar, who entered into more mi-

. hute details, illustrative of the degraded religious con-
~ dition of our countrymen, who have been leit unpro.
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{ St. Enoch’s, Joint Secretary
- and by Dr. Smyth of St."George’s, and aflerwards

vided withthe ordinances of the Gospel, and opened
up, with great clearness and interest, the means in
contemplation for the removal of this affecting desti-
tution; particularly the scheme of employing Mis-
sionarie< to itinerate among them; and th¢ proposal
to found a Canadian college, in connection with the
Church of Scotland, for the rearing of a fuller and
more regular supply of ministersand missionaries
thau « :n beobtained from the Mother Country. He
urged likewise, with great power, upon those stu-
dents of divinity and preachers who were present, the
duty of forming a smzll band of missionaries, and go-
ing forth in company to this large and most important

. field of Christian labour. The meeling was then ad-

dressed, in excellent speeches, by Dr. Henderson of
to the Colonial Socicty,

by J. D. Bryee, Esq, and William Collins, Esq., and
after some concluding obscrvations fromthe Piesi-
dent, the whole proceedings were closed with praver
by Dr. Smyth, ‘Thismeeting was numerousty attend-
ed, and ouzht to be regarded with peculiar interest
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by the Church, as bearing so directly upon the minds
ol thiose who e to be her futute pastors.  Ithas been
hitherio an atfecting indicatiun of the luw state of tne
sodliness among our students, that fields of Christien
lebour have been opened up, and the chinreh has pre-
claimed her desire (o send forth Ler mess-ngers o
the glutivus work of reaping the plenteous harvest;
and yetmany, who profess to have 1aken on the vohe
of Chost, and to caverthe honour of beng his ambas.
sadors, refuseto undertake this charge, and leave our
poor expatnated countrymen to tamish and to die for
the want of the bread of liie! Ougnt not, then, the eyes
ol God’s peuple (o be turned, with more anxious inter-
est, to our umversiies, as the great sources trom
whenee the light and glory of the Lord s 1o spring
fath 7 And oughit they not, intheir private closets,and
i their unitvd supphications,to bear npon therr hearts,
with carnestiess and fervency, our College Mission-
ary Societics,which have alicady been made the chan-
nels of divine grace to not a fuw, and may, hy the
copious effurion of the Holy Ghost, become the nur-
scnies of men who, drinkwmg deeply at the fountains
of «alvation, and growing early in the knowledge of
the Lord Jesus, wiil, in due time, come forth to sound
the trumpet of awakeningto the Church at large, and
who, supported by her means,and richly animated, in
answer to her prayers, shall speed, as swift and joy-
ous messengers, totheends of the carth, *to preach
the gospei ot peace, and bring good tidings of good
things.”— Scottish Guardiasn.

Tus WewnL Spest Saspatin.—The Sabbath, pre-
eminently above every other day, demands an
undivided attention to works ot piety and love,
if we would maintain a spirit of prayer. Its sta-
ted and (requent occurrence is evidently designed
to maintain a habit of devotionin the soul ; and would
men butavail themselves of the spiritual privileges,
and feed upon the spiritual food, which Sabbaths pro-
vide, “in the strength of that meat” they would be
enabled to encounter the privations and distractions
of the intervening days of secular life, and to raise
their spiritual course 1o the Mount of Gud, with pa-
tience, safely, and comfort. As regards the Christian
world, the profanation_or ohservance of the Sabbaih
is, respecuively, one of the surest marks of a corrupt
or a reformed church. As regards Christian expe-
rience, many a piovs individual has testitied, with Sir
Matthew Hale,that the comfort of the week was in-
timately connected withthe strict and spiritual obser-
vance of the Sabbath. The Sabbatlk opens,as it were,
a visia into the kingdom of heaven, of which it is a
reflerted copy, though faintindecd and imperfect ; and
therefore our relish for the one teais, not unceriainly,
the degree of our preparedness for the other. But
Sabbath sancufication 1s not the heartless perform-
ance of any duties, however excelient: it is a drink-
ing into the Sabbath spirit, and a joyful acquiescence
in the permitted privilege of serving the Lord with-
out distraction. The Sabbath permitsus, unshackled,
not only by worldly duties but by worldly cares and
worldly thoughts, to worship in spirit a spiritual God.
Weshould stady to maintain, on this sacred day, a
holy seremty, a sanctified cheerfulness, unmarred by
any allowed intrusion of the distracting busincss or
anxinus cares of ordinary life. Every occupation,
word, and thought, should be stamped, “Holiness un-
to the Lord ” Let us but do our part, God being our
helper; let us but study to prescrve the temple unde-
filed, and preparedto receive the heavenly visitant,
and the spirit of prayer, peace, and joy will enter in
and dwell there.  Let us turn away our foot from the
Sabbath, from doing our pleasurc on God's holy day;
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and honor him, not doi:r our own ways, nor finding ;

our own pleasire, nutspeaking our own words; and
then shall we dehizhtoueselvesin the Lord; for “the
mouth ot the Lord hath spoken 1”1 have often
thousht as [ walked oui amudthe ficlds ol naturefrom
a village chureh highted up by the sHit and golden lus-
tre of a western sun, that a summer Sabbath cvenng
givesthe closest resemb'inee, the lavehestdraughtof
heaven which earth supplied —The fair face of -
ture smiles, wath inereased ehiarm, wn ats tranguib and
swe trepase There is an indeseribble stliness, asif
G Ltended thatthe evemng anthem of the chanstets
of heaven should be heard taroughout the wide and
lofiy concave of their mazaniicent temple, and that
every sight of beauty and sunad of nelody should mect
undistracted atiention, and atune and elevare the soul
to Jlim.  Ounty shun the morecrowded haunts of man,
and every countenance reflects the scene, and wears
an aspect of relaxation and ealm composure. ‘The
curceseemsremoved  For thisoneday, manno more
in the sweat of lus brow eaws bread; no more the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in paintogeth-
er. Ontlisday of universal rest, no sight of totling
age and overhurdened weakness, no croel oppression
of the inferior animals, no overeaching cunning and
chicanery, meetr and mars your happiness.  Allthe

MISCELLAMECUS.

enjoyments of this sacred season are, and ought to be
emmently domestic as well as elevaung. A Sabbath
evemng, like its blessed anti-type, re-unites the seve.
ral members of the domestie scepe, whom the avoca.
ton ., and labours of every day hfe have dissevered
from famuhar intercourse ; and culiects again those
d.verted rills of affection intothe one and abundant
stream of sympathy. Oun this evening especially
should the Patnareh's wise and pious resolve, “as
tor e and my house we will serve the Lord,” be
cmblazoned on every domestic altar, and regulate
vvery domestic “jciety. In these happy seasons of
te-union and relaxation, the young mund should be
taught by experience to blend every memory of home
and of happiess with God and withetermty,  Aund)f
w afier days, some beloved member wanders a pro-
dizal into a far conntry, pursued by a father’s pray-
eisand a mother's tears, let the memory of that fath-
er’s house be in<eparably associated with the memory
of that father’s God ; thatsothe prodigal’s resolution,
I will arise, and go unto my father, and will say un-
to him, Father, 1 have sinned against heaven and in
thy sight,” may hethe first breathing of Ais penitence
alsu, and the welcome harbinger of his reformation.
—London Chr. Obs.
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TIERMOMETER. BAROMETER.

9 4aM 9p.M. 9a M 9 poM. REMARKS
March. 1 322 33° 28 90 28 77 Fairand clear, slight snow shower in the night.

2 33 20 76 “ 89 Do. do. do.

3 8 10 29. 20 29. 30 Fair and clear.

4 18 22 “ 30 “18 Do do.  Windy.

5 25 31 “ 12 “o2 Do. do.

6 35 42 ¢, 20 ¢ Q6 Do. do.

7 42 45 928. 90 25, 80 Do. do. slight dry haze.

8 45 35 . 58 “, 66  Cloudy,some rain P. M.

9 38 18 ¢, 93 29. 02 Fair A. M, snowing a little P. M,
10 18 16 29. 22 “. 16 Fair and clear.
11 24 23 “. 30 “. 40 Do. do.
12 29 32 ©, 48 40 Do. do.
13 39 42 “o14 “. 00 Misty, rain in the evening.
14 32 31 “, 2) “. 25  Fairandclear.
15 32 33 “, 23 * 10 Do, do.
16 42 36 “o00 “.o20 Do. do
;; 3; ;4! .22 2‘9:. g? giloudy, snowinialiulc.

K “ 00 - 96 Misty, rainy A. M, snowing heavily P. M.
19 3 23 17 29. 26  Fairand c)gnr. ’ K yB.-M
2 34 36 ‘.12 28. 95 Cloudy A. M., misty, rainy P. M.
21 38 36 25. 75 “. 77 Misty rainy.
22 38 37 “, 82 “. 85  Fair cloudy.
23 39 36 “ 86 ¢, 93  Fair and clear.
24 38 36 25 01 “. 96  Cloudy, some snow in the evening.
25 32 34 ¢, 90 29. \8  Fairaugd clear,
26 40 49 “. 05 28. 80 Do. do.  Windy.
27 50 34; 25. 83 “, go Ié?ir;nd clear.
28 38 “, 93 . 86 oudy, Thunder and rain, morning and evening.
29 47 35 «. 62 “ 93 Misty, rainy. ’ & evening
30 30 32 29. 36 29. 52  Fair and clear.
31 3B 39 “, 55 . 40 Do. do.
Means 33.8 33 29. 06 29. 06 Inches.

Mean temperature of the Month

33.4% high25162° lowest 52




