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THE PRESBZTERIAN REGORD FOR
18917.

The Recorp® i8 to be enlarged with the
New Year, and it is hoped that next year
will see an increase, not only in the num-
_ ber of its pages but of its readers as well.

The “hard times " of the past three'years
have had their effect here as elsewhere; but
if the *times” improve, may we not hope
to share in the good by getting larger
orders ?

The thapnks of the Church are due to the
many who so faithfully carry on this line
of Christian Work, distributing the Rzoorp
and collecting and forwarding its price.
Trellow-workers, be not weary in well-doing.
At that end will you not try for a wider
circulation, and at this end we will try and
make the Rrecorn more worthy of your
faithful and loyal help.

THE CHILDREN'S RECORD FOR 1897.

With the New Year the Children’s Record
i= to be increased in, size, and at the same
time reduced in price from fifteen cents per
year to twelve cents, or only one cent per
month, in parcels.

This is a reduction in price of nearly one-
fourth, giving five Records for the price now
paid for four; fifty for the price now paid
for forty, or one hundred and twenty-five
for the price now paid for one hundred;
and this reduction, with the larger size of
. the paper, should lead to quite an increase
in the circulation.

If our young people are to take an inter-
est in our mission work, they must read
about it: and if they are to be interested in
it when they grow up, they must be trained
to it when young: and the Children's Record
is the only paper for the young that will

tell them anything about our own mission
flelds.

Further, it is published by our Church for
its own young people, and should for this
reason be loyally supported.

If you wish a paper oftener than once 2
month, take the Children's Recurd for one
week of the month, and some other paper
for another week, you will then have our
own Church paper, and have variety as well.

The Children's Recoré should be in every
Presbyterian home in Canada. If there are
no young people in the house, it will
keep the older ones in sympathy and touch
with the young.

Many thanks for the helpers in this field
alsp, who distribute it from month to
month.

For the many kind words that have been
spoken and written about both Recoros, we
are deeply grateful. Such words give
cheer and help, more than the writers of
them know.

Aun Historic Spot.

Time makes place historic, and events
that seemed common to the actors are of
note in after years. Thus it comes that
Little Bras 4'Or, C.B., has a unique piace in
ecclesiastical history. On 12th September
was opened there a fine new church, where
fifty-three years before, Sept.,, 1843, was
dedicated the first “Free CThurch” in
Canada, in Americs, in the world; just after
the “ Disruption” in 1843, and before the
completion of any “ Free Church” in Scot-
land. What changes these years have
brought to Presbyterianism in Canada; in
the exiension of its different branches; in
their happy unior; and in the progress of
the reunited family for the last score of
years.
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THE SCHOOLS QUESTION.

It is not yet settled, but is shifting from
Manitoba to Quebec.

in the Prairie Province it is practically
a dead issue, The hierarchy may rage,
and a well known Archbishop imugine guch
a vain thing ag the control of education
once more in his hands. He may establish
a few separate schools, as has been already
done; but the people, both Protestant and
Catholic, who want their children fitted
for life, can now laugh at this puny
attempt to stay their progress, and echo
Sir John'’s oft quoted ‘“you cannot check
Manitoba.”

But the schools question is not at rest.
1ts storm centre is coming BEast. A few
months since some good people feared that
if Protestants insisted upon equal rights in
Manitoba, the Catholics would take revenge
by increasing the disabilities of Protestants
in Quebec. .

The Manitoba question has certainly had
its effect in Quebec, but in an opposite
direction. The campaign of education in
connection with the Manitoba Schools has
increased the dissatisfaction of the French
with their own schools, and emboldened
them to give expression to that dissatis-
faction as never before.
ning to agitate, not against Protestants,
but for some of the liberties which Pro-
testants claim as their right; and here too,
as in Manitoba, the question will not rest
until it rests in right, and a free people
have control of the education of their
young, and of all else to which free men
have a right, and the priesthood take their
proper place, not as lords over the people
in things temporal and spiritual, but as
advisers and helpers and examples to win
them to truth anu goodness.

A New Departare,

On Thanksgiving morning, a leading
Montreal Daily, came in, and eyes opened
wide with wonder and pleasure. Across the
top of the first page, in large but tasteful
headlines was,—* Enter His gates with
thanksgiving and into His courts with
praise ; ” while the first article, mnearly
filling the first column of the first page
was the 104th Psalm, a meditation on the
Majesty and Providence of God. There
was no pietistic cant, but a simple,
plain acknowledgement of God, to which
Jew and Gentiie, Catholic and Protestant,
could alike say, Amen.

The prophet tells of a good time coming
when upon the bells of the horses shall
be ‘“Holiness to the Lord; ” life’'s work
and joy telling of Him and making music
to His will. Such tokens, in so far as they
indicate any change in the aims and cha-
racter of a secular press, are to be hailed
\é:!th thankfuiness as signs of a better

ay.

YT YT

They are begin.

Our Home Work,

At Grand Mere, on the St. Maurice River,
rnorth of Three Rivers, P.Q., where there are
large pulp mills, the English Ppotestants
have worshipped in an upper room. A few
weeks since 2 neat little ¢church was opened;
another monument to the ‘bensfit of. Home
Migsions; and another beacon light in the
Provinca of Quebec. May it shine.

The ¢ Gratitude” Brotherhicod.

Rev. P. M. Morrison, of Halifax, acknow-
ledges a gift of $200 from * Gratitude,” his
other name unkaown, for Home Missions.
A great many of us should belong to the
Gratitude family, for cur mercies are legion,
and the best family badge is that which
shews itself by works.

The Fandy, Xast,

The Receipts to 1st December, as com-
pared with the corrresponding date last
year, are as follows :—

to30 Nov, 1845, To 30 Nov, 1596,

For Missions.. . $11,279 $13,755
Home Missions... 2,511 4,169
Augmentation .. 856 1,083
College. . 4,652 4,175
Bursary.. 458 382
Col. Library.. .. n 94
Aged .Minister’'s. 1,533 1,218

More seif-supporting Congregations.

From the very interesting stalement on
another page, it will be seen that twenty
congregations, in the Western Section of
the Church, that have been receiving aid
from the Augmentation Fund, became self
supporting last year, enabling the Augmen-
tation Committee to take up twenty new
fields and nurse them to self-support ; while
the twenty that have just graduated not
only cease to get aid, but became helpers
af the Church. both in Home and Foreign
Work. In such a record of growth we have
every encouragement to liberally and heart-
ily support this Scheme.

More ('ol!é;:e Apenings.

Our Theological Colleges open in pairs,
except Manitoba, which with prairie free-
dom is a law unto itself, and runs in
summer. Knox and Montreal opened 7th
Octaber, and Queen’s and Halifax, on Nov-
ember, 2nd and 4th respectively.

Whether it is that the two former are
more “advanced” by a month; or give,
by so much, a fuller training; or whether
the latter can put more work into shorter
compass, deponent sayeth not. Nor is
there need to say. All are doing so well
that our young men can get as geod a
training at home as abroad. Like many
a “ poor but pious ™ faiaily, there is no lack
of teaching or learners, but a little larger
income could well be used. The Colleges
are doing well the work entrusted to them
by our Church ; let support be in keeping.
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For Mcderator of Assembly.

Rev. Dr. Campbell, of Renfrew, has been
nominated by the Presbytery of Lenark
and Renfrew, and Rev. J. C. Herdman of
Calgarry, by the Presbytery of Kamloops.
No doubt there are more to follow before
Assembly meets, for there are many
worthy, and whom the Church would de.
light thus to honor, many more than the
brief years of life have room for. But
higher far than this “wel done” of the
Church is the “ well done” of the Master,
which all who will may have.

s

SYNOD OF MANITOBA ANDN. W.

From Tuesday to Friday, 10-13 Nov,, the
Synod of Manitoba and the North-West
met in Knox Ch., Winnipeg, Rev. Josenh
Hogg succeeding Rev. Alex. Matheson
as Moderator.

Besides routine Dbusiness, and many
matters of lesser or local importance, the
chief subjects before Synod were: Mani-
toba, College, Home Missions, Augment-
ation, and Foreign Missions.

Principal King reported the best year
the College has even known, both as to
students and support. The summer session
had 27 students in Theology. At present
there are 161 registered in Arts, 20 more
than this time last ycar, of whom 60 have
the miristry in view. The income
from the two Western Synods is over $5,000,
nearly twice as much asinany former year,
paying off arrears and leaving a small
balance on hand.

It was agreed that in future the colilec-
tions asked from congregations in the
‘West should be for both Arts and Theo-
logy, instead of the latter, as heretofore.
Touching reference was made to the ill-
ness of Prof. Hart, who is kept this winter
from his loved work.

Rev. C. W. Gordon reported 111 Home
Mission fields within the bounds, with 440
preaching stations. Some sixty per cent
of the whole cost of sending missionaries to
these many fields is borne by the peobnle
themselves, so that in giving tc Home
Missions we help those who nobly help
themselves.

As Home Mission and Augmentation
Work are so closely allied in the North
West, it was decided to amalgamate the
two Committees.

The Branch of Foreign Missions,
nearest home is that among the Indians.
Prof. Baird reported that the work,
though slow, is bearing fruit, and gave
sorae touching incidents of its success.

After a very pleasant and successful
meeting ; they sang their

“Pray that Jerusalem may have
Peace and felicity.”

And parted, near and far, to meet
again, those that are spared to meet, in
Westminster Church, the second Tuesday |
of November, 1897.

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.
WESTERN SECTION, AMOUNTS NEEDED,

As the time is now approaching when
congregations allocate their missionary
money, we append herewith the estimated
amount required for each of the several
Schemes, Western Section, for the current
vear. This will be a guide in the distri-
bution of money :—

Home Missions.. .. .580,000 09
Augmentation of atmends . 28,000 00
Foreign Missions.. . 78,600 00

French szmgelization ) (im,lud-

ing Point-aux-Trembles Schools) 49,000 00
Colleges, viz: Knox (including

deficit—$6,576—from last vear). 18,500 00
Queen’s. 4,000 00
Montreal . 5,000 00
Manitoba (e\cluswe of amouut

from Synods of Manitoba and

British Columbia).. .. 5,000 00
Ministers’ Widows’ 'md Orphans

Fund (over and above Ministers’

Rates and Interest from Invest-

ments).. . 10,500 00
Aged and Inﬁrm Mxmster‘* I‘uml .

(over and above Ministers’

Rates and Interest from Invest-

ments).. . .. . 13,500 09
Assembly I‘und 6,000 00

The congregatnons m bo.h Eastern and
Western Sections of the Church contribute
for French Evangelization, Manitoba Col-
lege, and the Assembly Fund ; the amounts
named for the other schemes are for the
Western Section alone.

i3

The average sum required per member for
each of the Schemes is as follows :—

Home Missions.. .. .. .. .. .. 5% Cents.
Augmentation. . .20 0
Foreign Missions.. .. N S
French Evangelization.. .. 30
Knox College.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 18
Queen’s « B T
Montreal “ . £ A
Manitoba «“ I
Ministers W. & O.. R
Aged & Infirm.. .. .. .. .. .. L0090
Assembly Fund.. P S

Thus an average countribution of $2.00
ner member would provide the total amount
required for all the Schemes this year.
Many congregations will, of course, greatly
exceed this average. It is hoped that in
every congregation an earnest effort will be
made to reach the average of $2.00 per
member. Mission Stations, as well as con-
gregations, are enjoined to contribute to the
Schemes of the Church. With the increas-
ed price of wheat, and the more hopeful

: business prospect throughout the country,

it ought to be a comparatively easy maiter
to raise the entire amount asked by the
several Committees. This will assuredly
vbe done if every minister and sesswn give
their people the opportunity of coatributing
ito each of the Schemes.
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Congregational Treasurers are earnestly
requested to forward the amount for the
several Schemes, without delay, to the Gen-
eral Agent of the Church.

HOME MISSION WORK WEST, 1866-97.

Brantford, 13th Nov., 1896.
My dear Sir,

As the time draws near when congre-
gations, Missionary Associptions and Youny
People's Societies send in their contributious
to the Schemes of the Church, let me remind
you of the pressing necessities of the Home
M!ssion Fund for the present year.

The extent of the work is seen from the
report presented to last General Assembly,
which showed that there were under the
care of the Committee, and assisted by it,
419 Ministers, Missionaries and Catechists ;
354 mission fields, representing 1,044 preach-
ing stations, and with which are connected
15,604 communicants and 11,633 families,
with an average Sabbath attendance of
37,848.

As to the funds, last year closed with a
small balance on hand. This was due to the
help given us by the British churches, and
to the fact that in order to keep at all within
the expected revenue the Committee have
been forced to refuse many new applications
for aid, and in some cases reduce the grants
given in {former years. Several of the
largest Presbyteries and congregations in
the Church are now giving less than form-
erly, so that instead of expansion, retrench-
ment in Home Mission work will be abso-
luteiy necessary to keep out of debt.

The contributions for Home Mission work
in the Presbyteries within the bounds of
Quebec ‘and Ontario last year ranged from
forty-seven cents to nine cents a mémber :
but the average is only twenty cents per
member, as the following statement of the
giving of each Presbytery shows:

Paris.. .. .. ... $2,451 or 47 cts. per men:.
Quebec.. .. .. . 867 or 40 -
Toronto. . 6,148 or 38 .
Glengarry.. 1,239 or 33 “ “
Ottawa.. .. .. . 1859 or 32 ¢ o
Lan. and Ren.... 2,272 or 32 o
London.. . 2,228 or 31 *
Algoma.. 447 or 30 “ .
Guelph.. 2,074 or 28 “ “
Lindsay.. 643 or 27 o
Montreal. . 2,633 or 26 “ o
Barrie.. .. .. 1,440 or 26 “ ‘“
Peterborough ... 1,246 or 25 ©
Whitby. . 532 or 24 “
Hamilton.. 2,473 or 24 ¢ .
Kingston.. 1,088 or 23 “
Huron.. .. .. .. 1,035 or 23 “ o
Sarnia.. .. .. .. 72 or 21 .
Bruce.. .. .. 767 or 21 " “
Brockville. . 632 or 20 “
Saugeen.. .. ... 699 or 20 “ .
Stratford.. . 893 or 18 -
Qwer Seund.. .. 500 or 16 “ -
Chatham.. 58) or 16 “
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It this rate is continued during the present
year, then the Committee must take further
steps to keep their expenditure within the
amount placed at their disposal. This can
only be done by reducing grants, or aban-
doning important flelds now occupied, und
refusing rigidly all new applications.

Is the church prepared for this ? The
Committee are slow to believe that the
Church is prepared for such action. If Pres-
) bytery Clerks, members of the Home Mission
 Committee and Ministers will only state
; these facts to their several Presbyteries and
congregations, the membership will respond.
But unless individual Ministers do their
; bart, and congregations cndearer conscicn-
j tiously to reach the aemount allocated to them
j by Presbyteries, the result will be disappoint-
ment and suffering to the hundreds of
Missionaries and families under the care of
the Committee, and disastrous to our cause
in the vast North-West mission fields.

In name of the Committee,
WILLIAM COCHRANE,
Convener.,

AUGMENTATION OF STIPENDS.

STATEMENT FROM TRE CONVENER,~WEST,

At its late meeting the Western Section of
the Augmentation Committee carefully look-
ed over the whole field, arranged grants ana
faced the work of another year. If the
reputed treasures of Rossland had been at
our command, we might have reported the
work as good as done; but as it is, we have
to take pause and ask the Church to face
the position along with us. I take leave
therefore to furnish information on some
points which may be interesting to our
constituents, and help to an understanding
and appreciation of what we are doing and
of what they should help us to do.

The number of congregations on the list
remains at about the average of the last five
years, say 140. Let no one imagine, how-
ever, that these are just “ the same old job
lot.” Last year over 20 Congregations be-
came self_sustaining and many others made
advances in self-help. Thus the way was
opened for receiving an almost equal
number, taken principally from the list of
the Home Mission Committee. This illus-
trates the nature of our operations, and it
may surely be hoped that our people will
remember this donation of 20 self-sustaining
congregations, to the strength of the Church,
when next they are arranging their dona-
tions to the Augmentation Fund.

Very gratifying reports and messages
come to us from many quarters. Dr.
Kellock says: ‘ These are changed days
with us in the Presbytery of Quebec ; therc
is not a vacancy nvithin our bounds, Aug-
mentation has done great things for us.”
‘“Not a vacancy in all our weak charges,”
is the report from Montreal ; “ Augment-
ation did it.” *‘The whole Province of
Quebec is manned as never before, and our
Presbyterian people are rejoicing in the
assurance that even in small and dwindling
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£ Grace shall con-!ﬁnd ip. our ministers about 1000 cam-
:&rg;n t‘:)nilt)?sﬁrggd?g?'nswgere, * without the ! paigners, who shall make it their business to
Augmentation Fund, many Church doors|jet our people know.
would have been closed.” Oh, but you forget that the times are
Northern Ontario is opening up more and;hard ! No man in the Church is less likely
more to settlement, and sends messages to forget that than the Convener of the
which speak thankfully and hopefully of the E Augmentation Committee, brethren. But
condition of our work. . North Bay, Parry| there are prospects of improvement, and one
Sound, Mattawa, and other far off flelds| may hope that the improvement shall touch,
have 'become se'lf-sustaining, and help is|perhaps even begin '\vith. our long depressed
being sought for the regions beyond. The, ﬁnanceg,. * But don't you always ma'ke ends
honor of our Church is at stake, and the meet? Yes : but remember how time and
help has to be given. The Church will not.again it has been done by deducting a per.
fail to endorse such expenditure. jcentage from our promised grants. Pro-
The Border and Western Presbyteries; mised, but not paid, sounds badly in Presby-
lessen their demands, and the relation tel'l{u} ears, does it not ? 100,000 laying the
between them and the Committee is be-, liability on the shoulders of 140 does not
coming even more cordial. All along the seem fair. Let any one of you look at the
line, it is belleved, there is confldence in the j matter and [ bel'xeve he will say,—Hard
Cmr;mittee and approval of the careful,times or no hard times, we must not let this

methods of its operations.

Last of all comes the Great West. That
gallant leader, Dr. Robertson, says: * Aug-
mentation is all right, but tell us how we
can get men, and solve the difficulty of
bringing the men and the congregations
together so that happy settlements may
result.;” This appeal for men is surely
worthy of the consideration of our young
ministers, and the Committee will certainly
give its attention to the other ghﬁiculty
which hampers our work. Meantime, let
it be said, that it is the policy of the Com-
mittee to deal generously iwith our Great
Western field, and those far off Presby-
teries may rest assured that it is our earnest
desire to do the very best pcssible in their
behalf.

Speaking of these matters suggests sgeh
questions as these. Is not the true solution
of the winter supply difficulty likely to be
found in the line of providing means and
seeking out men, so that some 20 to 30 of
our stronger Mission fields may b_e set.tled
and transferred to the Augmentation list ?
Has not experience shown that permanence
in the ministerial relationship gives the
best results, and insures permanence and
progress in the work ? Does not the
genius of Presbyterianism invite us to work
in that direction ? Would not the Church
respond to an appeal on behalf of such a
method of working ? These questions are
propounded for the purpose of drawing forth
discussion, and it may be the result shall be
action in the direction indicated.

What about funds ? We need $28,000 to
get through the year comfortably and to
make such advances as should be made.
Almost everybody who knows the extent of
our operations believes that we should
have that amount and some more. Ths
difficulty is with those who do not know,
and what is most needed is a “ campaign of
education,” through which we shall awaken
the intelligence, and touch the consciences
and hearts of our people. Then we shall
reach the pockets of those who are well able
to give us all we need. We rely on Presby-
teries to take the matter up, and we should

happen again.

So I have faith in our ministers and our
people, and make my appeal, which is not
mine after all, but the appeal of the Churech
itself,—with good heart. With much misg-
giving and reluctance I entered on the work
to which the Assembly called me,—I did it
because it came to me at length as the Cal}
of God, and always #s I think of this call,
there comes to me also the message to
Joshua. *“ As I was with Moses so will I be
with thee, I will not fail thee nor forsake
thee, only be thou strong and ever cour-
ageous.”

So trusting in God I have confidence in
the Church and people of God, that they will
provide adequately, and I believe even heart-
ily, for the carrying on of the work.

Yours very truly,

R. CAMPBELL.
Renfrew, 6th Nov., 1896, )

That year of Service.

In the Home Mission Field, as an imper-
ative part of a student’s course, before
eligible for settlement in a congre-
gation, keeps coming to the front. It is
answered now one way, now another, but it
will not lie. Those upon whom the needs of
frontier Presbyteries press heavily usually
urge it, and the difficulty of carrying it out
bars the way. Kamloops Presbytery at its
last meeting unanimously resolved : * That
in view of the extreme difficulty experienced
by the large missionary Presbyteries of the

.Church in securing adequate supply for the

mission fields, especially during the winter
months, agree — — —to recommend that
the General Assembly require from ail
students one year’s continuous service in the
mission field either before or after gradua-
tion ; and Presbyteries be instructed to
refuse to ordain and induct graduates over
self sustaining or augmented congregations
until a certificate he presented from the
Home Mission Committee that such service
has been given, and that no graduate be
eligible for a call until these conditions
have been complied with.”
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JUBILEE AT PTE-AUX-TREMBLES.

Jolous jubilee services were heid at Pte.-
aux-Trembles, 24 Nov. Many iriends were
present. It was also the semi-jubilee of
Rev. J. Bourgoin's connection with the
scheols for which he has done so much. He
and Mrs. Bourgoin were lovingly remem-
bered with suitable gifts. The following
pappeal comes fittingly at such a time.
These schools are doing a grand work, and
are worthy of our heartiest support.

To the Friends and Supporters of the
Pointe-aux-Trembles Mission School.

To-day is the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
opening of ocur School.

We cannot let pass this memorable day
without casting a retrospective view over
those fifty years, without thinking of those
five thousand pupils who have passed
through our School, where so many have
been born again and have heard for the
first time the voice of the Master saying:
‘“ Go to thy friends and tell them how great
things the Lord hath dcne for thee.”

Hundreds of those young people who had
come here ignorant, superstitious, full of
prejudices against the Protestants and their
Bible, have become ministers or missionaries,
and have devoted their lives to the cause of
Christ. Many have embraced liberal pro-
fessions, others have become teachers,
writers, journalists, etc., while the larger
number have occupied more humble posi-
tions, but most of them have been faithful
witnesses for the truth.

Those fifty years have brought to us
many tokens of the approbation and love of
our Heavenly Father who has nrovided for
all our needs, who has biessed the labors of
His servants, and has made of our Mission
School a prominent object of interest, sym-
pathy and sacrifice in our Church.

The history of those fifty years bears the
seal of the faithfulness. of the generosity,
of the constant solicitude of many a good
old friend whose prayers and sympathy
have sustained and encouraged us through
-all our difficulties, Well, we cannot let this
day pass away without thinking of them,
without presenting them with our hearty
thanks, and without beseeching the Lord to

bless and reward them as He alone can, do .,

it.

The steady progress of the past, the
awakening of the Church to the duty of
evangelizing our French countrymen, the
growing desire for sound education among
the latter, fill us with confidence for the
future and gives a new impetus to our zeal.
We enter th2 second half of a century, full
of confidence that those who shall write the
history of our Schcol at its close will do it
in presence of most unexpected progress
and development.

We have re-opened our School for this
Session three weeks ago, and we have
already ninety-two boys and fifty girls, and
new receruits come in every day.
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A large number of those whose applica-
tions for admission were granted have not
been able to come on account of the un-
usual scarcity of work during the past
summer, .

Twenty-five per cent. of those we had
agreed to take have written that they were
too poor to pay their travelling and other
expenses.

Over half of our young people belong to
Roman Catholic families. The others, with
the exception of three, belong to parents
who have received the gospel.

During the past vacation five of our pupils
have done missionary work either as teach-
ers or colporteurs, Four of them entered
the Presbyterian College this fall with a
view to the ministry of the Church, and a
large proportion of our converted pupils
who are still with us desire also to devote
themselves to the evangelization of our Pro-
vince,

Our boys and girls go forth carrying in
their hearts the consciousness of their
sacred duty ‘to communicate the light of the
gospel which they cherish to those who are
in darkness, and most blessed results of
their open work or of their guiet influence
are to be found wherever they are living.

I think our staff of teachers has hardly
ever been more efficient, more devoted, and
more harmonicusly working.

During the summer, a most important
improvement has been very successfully
accomplished. Since the foundation of the
School one of the greatest drawbacks we
had to overcome was the insufficiency of the
means for bringing an abundance of good
water into our houses. As the City of Mon-
treal increased in population, the danger of
using the water of the St. Lawrence became
very much greater, as our Schools are only
nine miles down the river from the city.
To prevent disease, we have nut up this
summer, at a very large expense, a hot air
engine and pump, along with an immemse
filter which purifies our river water and
1enders it as clear as the best of spring
water. There is no doubt that this wiil con-
tribute largely to the health of our scholars
as well as to their comfort. We hope that
all the friends of the School will help us in
meeting the extra expenses necessitated by
this indispensable improvement.

T.et not your workers struggle for mate-
l1'ial wants, but place in their hands means
i corresponding with the difficulties of the
!work and its importance, and may all that
, we do be for the glory of the Saviour who
'has done everything for us.

| J. 3. BOURGOIN, Principal.
P. S.—Letters about pupils assigned to
Sabbath-Schools and friends will soon
follow.
All contributions must be forwarded to
Rev. Dr. R. H. Warden,
Confederation Life Building,
Toronto.

November 5th, 1896.
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Our Hargign Hissions,

On the 30th of November, 1846, flfty
years ago, Dr. and Mrs, Geddie, our first
missionaries, sailed from Halifax for the
South Seas, to what island or group they
knew not. Next issue of the Rucorn will
contain an article by Sir William Dawson,
“ Recollections of Dr. Geddie and the early
history of the Mission.” Sir William was a
friend and fellow student of Dr. Geddie,
and was a member of our . M. Com-
mittee, half a century ago.

The Foreign Mission Committee, Bast and
West, finds that the demands of the work
which we have aske? them to manage are
greater than our girts. It is the Lord’s
work. He honors us by allowing us to
share it. Let this jubilee year of the sail.
ing of our first missionaries be marked
by more of their faith and self sacrifice, and
by the end of the Church year, 1 May, there
will be enough in the Treasury, East and
West, to meet all claims.

Indian Schools at Reginn.

One-half of the pupils go to school in the
forenoon, and work at some industrial occu-
pation in the afternoon. The other half do
the same thing, but in the reverse order.
The boys are taught carpentering, shoe.
making, painting, printing, farming, and
the care of cattle. The girls are taught

household work, cooking, sewing, and
lauadry work. Baking is also taught.

Regard is had to the taste and capacity ot
the pupil in assigning him the industrial
work to which he chiefly gives himselt.
The teaching appears to be most effective.
The missionary and Christian tone of the
school is quite decided. Of the one hun-
dred and forty pupils, boys and girls, in the
institution, about thirty-one recently pro-
fessed faith in Christ, and were received
into the fellowship of the church, Such a
school cannot fail to be a blessing to the
Indians, both for this life and that which is
to come. i

Such is the brief but full and clear state-
ment of Rev. Prof. McLaren, who recently
visited this school.

THE OPPRESSED BHEELS.

BY REv, J, Brenayas, MDD,

Dear Mr. Scott :—

At this time, when reports are coming
from India, of the ravages of famine, I wish
to ask the united prayers of the Church on
behalf of the Bheels of Central India.

¢1) that lying, as these plains do, conti-

of that fertile region exempi from famine,
Moreover, situated as they are, far from
IPuropean observation, and governed ag
they are, by uasympathetic Hindu and
Mahommedan despots, they may suffer to
the greatest possible extent, and the world
be all unconsciocus of their suffering.

Before leaving them, last March, it was
painfully manifest that their crops had all
but failed, and that when the avaricious
money lenders got their portion, little or
nothing would be left for the Bheel. Indeed
the banias (money lenders) were every-
where out watching the prey, lest a potful
should find its way before the families of
the hungry tillers of the soil.

Many of your readers will be desirous of
knowing more about these people, and what
the Presbyterian Church in Canada is
proposing to do for them,

In the wild jungle, and relatively barren
hitls and valleys leading up from the South
and West to those fertile table lands, where
our Church has been laboring in Central
India, we have, situated within the bounds
ol our Church, as allotted by the comity of
Missions,—a little over 800,000 of these
people, known as ‘‘aboriginal.”

The term as used is a relative one. From
an ethnological point of view it is very in-
correct and exceedingly misleading to apply
the term ahoriginal to the Bheel. In
regard to its people, India is rather a con-
tinent than a country ; its inhabitants being
more diverse than those of Europe. Just
contrast the Russian and the Italian, the
Scotchman and the Spaniard, the Anglo-
Saxon and the * unspeakable' Turk. and
vou will get a faint idea of the vast differ-
ences that obtain among the peoples of
India.

In the miidst of such an aggregation of
diverse peoples, resulting in part from the
rigid caste system in vogue, but much more
the result of recurring imigrations. it will be
readily seen how naturally the term ** Abori-
ginal ” would be misapplied.

Let me iliustrate :—If it should ever
happen that Canada were inundated by a
great tide of immigration from, say, China,
and that we Canadians were pushed back
into some lonely mountainous district,
while two hundred millions of Chinese occu-
pied the plains, they might in time speak of
us as the aboriginals of Canada, igporing
altogether The Aberiginal, viz : the North
American Indian. It is equaily erroneous
toc speak of the Bheel as ‘ Aboriginal,”
though for the sake of convenience he is so
classed even in government official papers.

The aboriginal of India (now almost

rextinet), is a very inferior type of human-

While it is still true that the fertile plains, | ity, small in stature as well as in intellec-
where our Mission has been working, *“ has|tual capacity. He is a thick lipped, low
never been known to suffer from drought or | browed, kinky curly haired, black savage,
famine,” two things should be remembered: | indolent and incapable.

The Bheels, on the other hand, are very

guous to the famine districts, the price of | different in every way. Though not tall,
food is greatly increased to the poor;(2) |they are a strong, well built people, with

that the Bheel country does not form a part | some

intellectual capacity. They have
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prominent clicek bones, }ps not so thick as
the aboriginals, complexion not so dark as
even the low caste Hindoo, a respectable
forehead, and beautiful wavy black hair,
They are alert of mind, active in body, and
capable of great endurance.

As to their origin, it is reasonably sup-
posed that they are a part of the Kolarian
family, which came into India from the
North East, and hence probably of Mongo-
lian extraction. How long it is since that
immigration took place it is impossible to
say, but it must have been prior to the
Dravidian immigration from the North
West, which was itself long vears before
the Aryan invasion from the same direc.
tion.

It is interesting to note that, while the
true Aboriginal has for the most part been
absorbed into the great Hindoo family, the
Bheels - inhabiting the wild rough country,
living a kind of freebooting life, very much
after the former manner of the Highlanders
of Scotland, have kept themselves a distinct
people for all these thousands of years.

During the last half century, and espe-
cially the last ten or fifteen years, the
British government, yhaving a * Protect-
orate” over these native States, has been
checking the Bheel raids and compelling
the people to settle down. The result has
not been unmixed good, as the new system
has given the rulers, unscrupulous, wily
Drahmins, the opportunity they are only too
ready to take advantage of, to extort, in the
form of taxes, bribes and forced labor,
anything of value possessed by these igno-
rant and helpless people.

On two occasions the Bheels have rebell-
ed, using their arrows to redress their
wrongs. They had suffered great wrongs,
which deserved to be redressed, but as they
took the wrong method, the only method
they knew, the British Government felt
itself compelled to take the part of the na-
tive State, and send in an army to “ bring
the rebellious tribes to submission.” Many
of the Bheels have since experienced that
submission to the grinding, tyrannical op-
pression and unbounded greed of these high
caste heathen officials meant bitter want,
and, too often. to themselves and their
wives and litlle ones, starvation and death.

Mrs. Buchanan, and I have gladly given
up our home, our hospital, and a work that
has grown very dear to our hearts in
Ujjain, that we might do something for the
welfare of this interesting people; and by
the blessing of God bring them to know
Him concerning whom it is written: * He
shall break in pieces the oppressor.. .. He
shall spare the poor and the needy and shall
save the souls of the needy. He shall
redeem their soul from deceit and violence,
and precious shall their blood be in His
sight.”

To establish this work, we require a hos-
pital for men and women, a boarding school
for boys, a boarding school for girls, and a
house for the missionary, the combined
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total cost of which, built in a very plain,
simple style, hes been figured down with
scrupulous care to five thousand dollars.

Concerning this matter, the Foreign
Mission Committee, upon the unanimous
and hearty recommendation of the mission-
aries in India, who see the needs and reco-
gnize the urgency, have resolved as
follows : —

“ Moved by Dr. MacLaren, seconded by
Principal Grant, and agreed to, that in view
of theimportance of securing suitable build-
ings for the new work, which it has been
decided to commence among the Bheels in
Central India, Dr. Buchanan be authorized
to collect a sum of $5,000, the amount con-
sidered necessary for the erection of a bun-
galow, hospital, and boarding schools, one
for boys and another for girls.”

A moment's thought will readily shew
what great service a hospital will be to
those poor timid, uncared for mnltitudes of
destitute sick of the jungles. And for the
orphaned children, boys and girls,—and the
famine will leave behind it many such,—
simple Christian homes will be as the very
gate of heaven.

After our appointment to this too long

neglected work, we spent, before coming
home, the four cold months touring among
thg Bhesls, that we might get to know some-
thing of the people and the best way of
meeting their needs.
. It is impossible to tell with what yearn-
ing we beheld their need, physically, so.
g'lal.ly, mentally, and spiritually ; with what
indignant heart burning we saw with our
own eyes the oppression under which they
groaned.

Our experience among them has led us to
a deep conviction that practical Christian
love, such as the Samaritan gave to him
that fell among thieves, is that which will,
hy .the power of the Spirit of God, open
their hearis to the gospel message of
Redeeming Love.

We heard the call of God on their behalf,
as really as did Moses on behalf of Israel.
“I have surely seen the affliction of my
people which are in Egypt, and have heard
their cry by reason of their taskmasters,
for I know their sorrows .. .. ..I have also
seen the oppression wherewith the Egyp.-
tians oppress them, come now therefore ana
and I will send thee, etc.”

We do not purpose going begging for this
$5.000, as God touched our hearts to give
oprselves, and all that we are, to His ser-
vice; so we trust Him to speak to the
hearts of His servants whom He would have
to come to the help of the Lord against the
mighty. If any person or any congregation
desires to take up any part of this work.
and wishes information, I vill be glad to
help by letter or otherwise as I may have
opportunity.

Your very sincerely,
J. BUCHANAN.
Permanent address, ’
Box 42, Galt, Ont,
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BALDEO, THE BRAHMAN PANDIT,
By Rev. K. J, GrAXNT, D.D,

TriNivaDp, 6th Nov., 1896

Last week, Baldeo, a learped Brahman,
who embraced Christianity about six years
ago, and who served our mission faithfully
as a catechist for quite four years, died
after several montihs’ illness.

He was known amongst us as the deal
pandit.
largely on the notes of his fellow-students ;
but his deafness was in a measure relieved
by an instrument very kindly supplied him
by a lady in Pictou, N. S.

His conversion was one of special interest,
He came to Trinidad well furnished in
the sacred literature of his country, but
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WRECK OF THE “DAYSPRING.”

In the Providence of God, one phase ot
the Dayspring question bas come to a sag
and tragic end, in the total wreck of the
Mission steamer about the 16th of Qctober,
on a sunken reef, North of New Caledonia.

She left Sydney, Australia, 6 October, for
the New Hebrides, with the following cargo,
exclusively for the Mission : 1468 pieces ot
timber, 56 casks flour, 12 packages biscuits,
12 sheets iron, 21 packages oilstores, 10
packages tobacco, 12 cases kerosene, 1 ship’s
glg and gear, 1 whaleboat and gear, 5 oars,
1 bowrsprit, 1 yard, 1 mast, 1 bag sails, 10
packeges hardware, 6 tanks, 4 cases galvan-

ized iron, 187 packages merchandise, and
sundries.

About the 16th

being of an enquiring disposition, and men- of October, she was
tally keen, he readily accepted our Christian , passing to the north of New Caledonia, a
literature, and searched deeply. He read French penal colony, a group lying some
daily both Hindoo and Christian books. 200 miles S, W. of the New Hebrides, when

For & dozen years he read, weighed, and ! suddenly those on board were startled by
in the latter years prayed. He saw the light| the vessel crashing on a sunken reef. The
but scarcely dared come to it. The Gospel,crew worked hard to save her, but the wind
which is the power of God, captured one;and sea arose, and she soon settled down
defence of the heart after another, until sur- . and became a total wreck.
render was inevitable. t There were no passengers. The officers

His old admirers, who had long been and crew, seventeen in all, took to the
anxious, now became intensely agitated, and  boats. The coast in the vicinity is studded
sought to turn away his mind by the offer | with reefs, and landing was very difficult
of gifts. He, however, was firm, yet polite. iand ‘dangemus. One boat with ten men, in-
His reply was substantially this: * I thank: cluding the captain, mate, and chief engin-
you for youi kind offers ; but if the accept-|eer, was not long in making land, but the
ance of earthly gifts involves the surrender!other, with seven men, had a hard exper-
of the treasure I have found, I must de_|ience, and, according to the latest reports,
cline them.” Other methods were resorted | reached land after several days of great
to, but with no effect. ‘hardship and danger.

As long as strength enabled him, he, Hitherto the usual route has been, call-
sought, publicly, and from house to house,:'ing first at Aneityum, the most southerly
to bring his countrymen to the Saviour, who [island of the group and the nearest to
was precious to himself. Probably, how- Sydney ; then going northward calling at
ever, his quiet submission, patient waiting, !the different stations, leaving letters and
and prayerfulness during his illness of seve- | goods, until Santo, the most northerly,
ral months did as much to commend the|some 400 miles from Aneityum, was
Gospel as active service. | reached. Thence, calling again at the

He spoke of his approaching change]stations, getting letters, orders, etc., coming

without any indication of fear. “I know|
whom I have believed.” He just communed |
with a living personal Friend, whom he was!
anxious to meet face to face.

In his last moments several of his Chris- .
tian countrymen had been Kkneeling in .
prayer, and when they rose up they thought
that he had ceased to breathe, As they
gazed, he opened his eyes, and with count.
enance aglow said, “I'm going, Salam,:
Salam,” and the spirit was gone.

A few hours thereafter, as he was borne
to the grave, the whole village turned out,
West Indians and East Indians, Christians
and Hindoos.

We did our utmost to improve the occa-
sion which we felt to be a rare and memor-
able one. The Rev. Lal Bihari sketched
his life, his preparation at the feet of his
Hindoo teacher in India, his conversion,

strong faith, devotedness, steadfastness unto
the end ; and Brahmans and others rever-
ently listened and acknowledged his worth.

southward, and leaving Aneityum again for
Sydney.
This time, a most exceptional thing, she

+was heading first for Santo, and sailed

north of New Caledonia, instead of south
as usual, and was in waters less familiar
and more dangerous from sunken reefs, and
met her fateful end.

The ¢ Dayspring ' was new. Her work only
began last January, and she had made three
trips to the Islands. S .e was an auxiliary
serew steamer of 160 tons measurement, and
340 tons gross carrying capacity.

Her total cost, delivered at Melbourae,
was £8504, 14s. 7d., or about $42,500. She
was only insured for £2,000, (about $10,000),
so that the loss is over thirty thousand
dollars. There was about £500, ($2,000) of
insurance on the cargo.

The needless loss of so much missionary
money is a matter for regret ; though nei-
ther our own Church, nor most of the other

|churches engaged on the Group, nor the
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Dayspring Board, nor the New Hebrides
Mission Synod, are responsible for it.

. 1In one sense even the apparent loss is but
seeming, for the missionaries have at their
disposal a cheaper, better, and more fre-
quent service by the vessels of the Austra-
lian New Hebrides Co.; a large ocean
steamer running between the New Hebn_des
and Sydney, and a smaller one, cpnnectmg
with her, and making regular trips every
month or six weeks around the Group.

Since no lives were lost, we might, if so
disposed, safety venture the statgment, that,
apart from the sentiment which always
attaches to a shipwreck, as if it were the
untimely death of some beauteous living
thing, by cruel, relentless reck or sea,—the
lass of her se.vice to the mission will be
mourned by few of those who are there at
work, and therefore, we as a church need
not feel that our missionaries are suffering
in conseguence any deprivation.

But it is better to let them speak for
themselves. As a church we can ha._vg no
better guide in the matter than the opinions
of our own three missionaries, Robertson,
Mackenrzie, and Annand, who are now
among the veterans of the Synod. They
were settled there in 1872, 1872 and 1873 res-
pectively, and have been longer in actual ser-
vice on the Islands than any others, ex-
cepting Watt of Tanna, settled in 1869 ;
Milne of Nguna, in 1870, and Mec-
Donald of Efate, in 1872, (Dr. Paton was
settled earlier, in 1858, but since 1881, ana
for several years, at intervals. previously,
has been employed, chiefly by the Victoriz}n
Church, as Mission Agent, in Australia,
where he has done so much to deepen the
interest in the New Hebrides Mission.

What then have our own missionaries to
say in this matter.

Rev. H. A. Robertson, of Erromanga, in
a letter published in April last, after spealk-
ing of the old “ Dayspring,” says:—

‘“The present omne (not yet, and I hope
never to be, our regular mission vessel)
would suit weil for an inter-island mission
steamer, but she would be too expensive for
that work alone, as we would still require
to have the ocean service performed by
some company. And to do all that, keeping
a private crait of our own at a shameful
cost for our little mission, and pay a com-
pany for extra work, would be simply a sin-
ful waste of the Lord’s money.

‘“1f, then, the ‘Dayspring’ cannot, and she
cannot, do all the work, inter-island and
ocean, as we have been getting it done by
the A. N. H. Co. steamers, and with equal
comfort to the mission families; and if,
besides all her weak service,—she will cost
more than the present service, who would
advocate such a state of things, and support
this craze.

“1_do trust our Canadian Church, through
Lier F. M. Com., will disapprove of this N.
H. mission steamer at your June Assembly.”

Rev. J. W. Mackenzie, of Efate, in a letter
published over a year ago, September, 1895,
after the Synod of 1895, says :

“One of the most important subjects be-
fore us for consideration was the new * Day-
spring.” On one point we were almost una-
nimous, and that was, regret that the
Foreign Missions Com. of Victoria had acted
so hastily in ordering the vessel to be built.
Before taking such a step, the Synod should
have been consulted, especially as to have
done so would only have caused a delay ot
a few months. Had the order to build not
been sent to Scotland, the majority of us
would have voted against having a vessel
built.”

In another letter published a few weeks
ago, September, 1896, speaking of the Synod
of 1896, he says :—

“Of course, the most important of all
questions before us for deliberation was the
acceptance or rejection of the new ‘Day-
spring.’ The unanimous decision was that
we give her a fair and sympathetic tria).

“It was felt that such a decision was
necessary to maintain the harmony of the
Mission. The vessel is to make at least
four trips a year.”

Rev. Joseph Annand, D.D., of Santo, in a
letter received since last issue of the Recorp,
says :—

“Tae ‘Dayspring’ is accepted, ‘ to give her
2 fair and sympathetic trial.’ That was our
only course of action to save a split in the
mission. Her accommodations are as good
as could reasonably be expected in a vessel
of her size, some 340 tons gross. To carry all
the goods and timher required will tax her
to the utmost. She is slow, but can give us
five trips in the year. Of course we do not
anticipate with pleasure a voyage all the
way to Sydney or Melbourne in her, when
we might have had passage in a large
Steamer. The probability is that she will
have to be given up after a year or two. We
shall see.”

In a letter to Rev. A. J. Mowatt, of Mon-
treal, also received since last issue of the
Reconrp, Dr. Annand say= of her:—

“The ‘Dayspring’ is a steamer of 340
tons gross and 160 tons nett measurement,
which gives her nearly twice the carrying
capacity of the last ‘Dayspring.’ Her accom-
modations are as good as cauld be reason-
ably expected for her size. She is a com-
fortable little vessel, but she is slow, can
only average about five knots,—at least that
was all she could do the month that we were
with her. .

“I am out and out opposed to running a
steamer of our own. I belizve that we
will not have the ¢ Dayspring' many years.
Iq ﬂ}e meantime, to avoid a split in our
mission, we accept her and try to make the
best of her.”

Little did he dream that SO0 soon ana so
sadly was her work for the mission to end.

EESE G ST T O
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EXPLORING AROUND SANTO.
LETTER FRON REV. DR, ANNAXND, )
On Board the * Dayspring,”
. Off West Santo.
21st August, 1896.

My Dear Dr. Morrison,

The gea is rough ol A
steamer is rather top lively for writing with
comfort ; but I must try and give you a few
lines, as this evening 1 expect to be lgnded
at home and that the * Dayspring ”’ wili go
on.

‘We are now returning from our voyage
of exploration around Santo. This is the
eighth day that I have been from home.

Our voyage has been a success in every
respect. The weather was beauntiful until
last night when the wind and sea arose.

On Friday night of last week we left the
mission station on N. W. Santo, and during
the night we went round Cape Cumberland

to-day and ‘our little!

of land for a station, 2 few miles distant.
This we visited. The natives appeared wild,
and well armed with rifles, with abundance
¢t ammunition. However, after they knew
who we were, we were well received. They
are very willing to have an English mission.
ary, but they do not want to have anything
more to do with Frenchmen.

Here we noticed a peculiar style of dress
' not seen elsewhere in the group. It consists
'of a block of wood worn across the upper
! part of the hips, with a lot of faucy strings
with beads stretched across the front and
| fastened to the ends of the block. I secured
‘one for the Ethnological Museum in
. Toronto.

Going thence southward along the east
,coast we kept near the land to examine the
icoast with our glasses. Few signs of life
were visible along that rugged shore for
‘twenty miles. Then we passed in behind
some islets and cast anchor.

At the first place of call we were coolly

and down into the historic Bay of St. PhiliD: ocejved ; but the jon i
i ; population is small there,
and St. James. In the morning we Were ,n4 the French "
A St the port where Quiros and his | land.t French had already purchased the
g?rlglz;ngeaf‘gs;goanmm two hundred andi At ¢he second place of call we had a warm
 ag0. . ‘reception. Several young men from that
Of‘leb();hmsg;g?ﬁzgxfglgog%{r?nih?sggsésgg : p]acg, called * Ra.uta?:’ had been at school in
us lies 1 t > A ! Queensland, and are now g
Great Southern conpnent that was in those ! xQxiissionary.’ very eager for a
days declared to exist. i It was too near night to secure land for
Eefore going to the head of the bay where |, station, and as we could not afford an-
Quiros ‘began to build the New Jerusalem|other day we had to leave them with a
we called at some settlements on the west | promise to get them a missionary as soon
side. We too were seeking to found a New'sg ywe could. When would we come agaiy,
Jerusalem to be ruled over by Xing Jesus. we were asked ; we replied, “ Perhaps in

Providentially we in a short time came
upon a place where every prospect pleased
us. A young man lives here who had been
with us for a year on the station at Tangoa.
He was trembling with delight at meeting
us. and he introduced us to the two most
influential chiefs in the bay.

We had a grand reception at the high
chief’s house. A large yam with two painted
cocoanuts as a pledge oi peace were pre-
cented to us, a site for a mission station
purchased, the deed drawn out and signad;
all this in three hours’ time.

This chief’s house is the largest that I,

have seen in the New Hebrides. It consists
nf one room 81 feet long and 26 hroad, orna-
mented with hundreds of circular tusks of
boars.

The same afternoon, we steamed up to the
bead of the bay some six miles, and anchor-
ed by the mouth of the river Jordan. Here'

nine moons.”” They charged us then not te
‘be long in returning to them. It pained us
‘to have to turn away from those thus eager
-for the light.

We had now shown Dr. Sandilands the
three places on Santo in which we wish to
place missionaries ; and we called upon him
‘to decide upon his parish,—Santo or Male-
ikula ; and if on Santo, at which of the three
‘fields visited.

! _Snre]y many young ministers at home
:nug}lt envy the doctor in thus having the
i choice of four fields white to the harvest.
He decided on Bay of St. Philip, so our
,stgamer’s head was turned back towards
,B‘xg Bay, as some call it. By eight o’clock
 Tuesday morning the boats were beginning
:f(g {{md :heTtimber and goods for a new
, station at * Terebin ” on the west si
Bay of St. Philip. side of the
In three days everything was landed—~—

we remained till 2 a.m. on Monday. We,tents and sheds erected and goods stored
wwent up theriver by boat, half a mile. to the Last evening we bade them, Dr. and Mrs'
tapids, visited a village, and talked to the Sandilands and Mr. Mackenzie, carpenter,
people. 4ll appeared willing to receive a good-bve, and sailed homeward. 'T‘his,
missionary. ;morning in a heavy sea Mr. and Mrs. J. N.
Thence we proceeded to the east side of , Mackenzie were landed.
Santo around Cape Quiros. We passed a{ We want two more missionaries for this
French priest’s house at Port Olrey, from  great island, and then we call for no more.
which he was driven last seaspn by the, Three more men ought now to complete our
natives after they had been punished for;Staff for this group.
Killing 2 French trader there. ! Mrs. Annand is not with me. as she is a
Four years ago our mission bought a piece 'bad sailor. The “Dayspring> brought us
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six men pupila for the Institution this trip,
making in all now 28.

With warmest greetings 1 1_nust close this
difficult task of writing on this sea.

YOUNG WOREKERS IN THE NEW
HEBRIDES.

Early in the year the Convener of tt}e
Assembly’'s Committee on Young lfeoples
Societies wrote to missionaries In the
various foreign fields, inquiring as to wcr‘k
among or by the Young People under their
care. From a very icteresting reply by.R.ev.
Dr. Annand, Principal of the Training
School for the new Hebrides group, we
quote the following two sketches :—

So far as I am aware, there are yet no
formal Societies of Christian Endeavor
organized in this group. I use the wox:d
formal advisedly, as we endeavor to train
all our converts here to work for Jesus. Our
people are not yet sufficiently advanced to
benefit much by societies of any kind.‘

I know that some of our missionary
brethren require all their church members
to go out as helpers in the work of evangel-
jzing the heathen. To refuse to obey a
call to help in the work of the Lord against
the mighty is to render one’s seif liable to
censure. Thus you see that we require of
our converts active work.

INustrative of the kind of work some oI
our young men do, I may mention yester-
day’s journay. Our teacher, with two of our
pupils and a servant, left home before five
o'clock in the morning (an hour before day-
light), and travelled fourteen hours, except-
ing .he time that they were holding their
services with the bush tribes. They trav-
elled about thirty miles in all over very bad
paths, and a good part of the way was over
mountains and across deep ravines.

Evangelistic work here is laborious.
These lads work thus cheerfully and get no
money remuneratiocn. The Lord rewards
them.

THE N. E. TRAINING INSTITUTION
By REv. J. ANNAND, D.D.

I am glad to be able to report that the
work in our training institution is making
fair progress.

Our pupils come to us with a very limited
knowledge of the English language, so that
we have a good deal of wearying work in
bringing them on sufficiently to profit by our
explanations of Bible truth. But notwith-
standing this drawback we have great
reason to work cheerfully. Our labors are
not in vain.

A fair proportion of our students can now
speak on a Bible theme and pray in English.

We have twenty-eight pupils in all. Most
of them have their wives with them. Both
men and women are Kept pretty sieadily at
work. This is itself a good training for tne
New Hebrideans.

We go into school as soon as we can see to
read at this season of the year (about ten

minutes past six now), and have a Bible
lesson of one hour. .

After breakfast, at 8 o’clock sharp, the
bell rings for manual labor. Three days in
the week this continues for two hours only.
Then after a tath we have two hours more
class work before dinner. In the gfternoon
and evening we have two hours more,
making five hours of teaching three days a
week.

Two other days we have but four hours
teaching and four hours manual labor,
Saturdays are devoted to cleaning up in the
forenoon, and- the afternoon is a holiday to
the pupils. Saturday evening we have a
short prayer meeting.

On Sabbath the services at the Institution
are as follows: 6.30 a. m. prayer meeting
for the students only; 9 30 a.m. service
conducted by the principal ;—sermon, ete.
At 10 a.m. he also conducts a service in the
Tangoan language for the Santo people and
students combined. At 3 p.m. the Assistant
has a Bible class with the students—boys,
and his wife one for the women, while I
have a second service for the Tangoans. At
6 30 pm. we have a general meeting in
which the students take the greater part of
the exercises.

All our visitors—but they are not numer-
ous—express themselves greatly pleased with
the progress the pupils are making and with
their satisfactory appearance. We trust and
pray that God’'s blessing may continue teo
rest upon the work here.

The call for native laborers is loud and
long in this group. Every missionary loc-
ated‘ on a heathen island requires more
teachers than he can get. Some villages
far inlaad here are now asking for teachers.
They express a desire to hear about God and
salvation. How sad to hear such calls and
be unable to respond to them ! Pray ye the
Lord of the harvest that He send forth more
laborers into His harvest.

We had cheering reports this year from
nearly all the islands in the group. The
Kingdom is advancing and the brethren are
all hopeful and encouraged. The four
young missionaries who joined us this year
are a very valuable acquisition to our
number.

‘We expect Mr. Bowie and his wife, the
Free Church couple, to come to South Santo
about the end of this year, to carry on the
work that we are unable to overtake since
we have charge of the Training Institution.

The curfew bell rang an hour ago, so I
must close and retire.

Mr§. Annand joins with me in warmest
greetings to your Committee and yourself.

TForeign Missions! Why, if there were
nothirng in foreign missions but the Zenana
work, it, would be worth to the future of
the eastern millions manyfold what it costs.
If these missionary women did nothing but
break the fetters off the wrists of their
Ea;tern sisters, it would be a work worth
dying for.—The Interior. -
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PHoung People's Sorieties.

THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S

« PLAN OF STUDY.”

CONDUCTED BY REV. R. DoUGLAS FRASER, M.A.,

CONVENER.

By the courtesy of the Editor of the
Reconrw,this and the following page are to be
devoted monthly to a discussion of the
current topic in the Plan of Study, of the
doctrine, polity and history of our own
Church, issued by the Committee on Young
People’s Socleties, by instrpctlon oi} last
General Assembiy. They will qontam an
article on the topic by some specially quali-
fied writer, together with such'paragraphs,
suggestions, and plans for meetings, as may
be likely to be helpful to the societies in the
discussion of the topic.

The Plan includes a question from the
Shorter Catechism, to be recited in common
at each meeting; followed by a _short
address or paper on some chief point in the
question ; the whole need not occupy more
than five minutes. The Questions are the
same as those taken up in the Sabbath
School, and are, for January, 1897, Questions
82-86. Attention is called to the article on
the Catechism in this number of the R cunn
by Rev. Dr. Dickson, of Galt, and Professor
Salmond's Primer is also recommended as a
useful book of reference, price 45c., or in
three small voluines 20c. per Vol,, Volume 3
covering the questions set down for 1897.

The Monthly Topics for the coming year
consist of a General Survey, and are adapt-
ed to all the various sorts of voung people’s
societies. The second weekly meeting of the
month s to be devoted to them ; and atten-
tion is drawn to the fact that a specially
prepared Topic Card for Presbyterian

Y.PS.CEs. is for sale by the Endears=:
Harald Co., Toronto, at 60c. per hundred..

It is issued by arrangement with the Assem-

DbIly’s Committee and embraces the Monthly

Topics of the Plan of Study.

With these explanations the Plan is offer-
ed to the young people, and with the earnest
prayer that the study of their own Church,

what it believes, how it carries on its work,

what it has done, is doing, and may yet do
for God and men will not only make them
better Presbyterians, but better servants of
Jesus Chirist, the common Saviour and Lord
of all who believe on His Name.

The Topic for the week beginning Jan-
uary, 10th, is—* Why are we Presbyterians.”
1 Peter 3: 8-16.

Usetul Literature on Topic for Fanuary.

“ Presbyterianism,” Rev. John McPherson,
T. & T. Clark’s Handbooks, 50c.; and by

Presbyterian Board of Publication, Phila-:

delphia, Rev. Dr. Roberts’ “ The Presby-
terian System,” 350c.; Rev. Dr. Herrick
Johnson’s, “Why I am a Presbyterian 2 ;
Rev. Dr. Charles Hodge’s * What is Presby-
terianism ?” Rev. Dr. Breed’s * Presby-
terianism ”, 3¢. each.

WHY ARE WE PRESBYTERIANS.

By Rev, PRof. GorooN, D.D., Pres, CuLL., HX.
Moderator of the General Assembly.

Wiy are we Presbyterians? For the
most part, hecause our fathers were Presby-
terians ; and yet this Church of our
fathers may well be, for many reasons, the
Church of our choice, on whose behalf we
gladly offer our prayers and gifts and ser-
vice.

The name is taken from our form of
Church government, but it stands also, in
guneral use, for a system of Doctrine, the
system connected more closely with the
name of Calvin than with that of any
other of the Reformers.

‘What are the special features of its
teaching ? Just what “the Scriptures
principally teach;” for it gives special pro-
minence to those truths that seem to be
most prominently presented in Scripture.
It exalts the Sovereignty of God, His
Righteousness and Grace, His purpose ana
His Providence; man’s ruin by sin and
his entire dependence on God’s Redeeming
Love in Christ. It insists on the Scrip-
tures as the one supreme authority, *the
only infallible rule of faith and manners.”
It carries the open Bible wherever it goes,
exalting the preaching of the Gospel above
forms and sacraments. 1t claims for all
men the right to read the Scriptures for
themselves, and it demands that all teach-
ing shall be tested by the Word of God.

When the Reformers broke with the
Church of Rome they turned to the Bible,
to learn, not only “what man is to believe
concerning God and what duty God requires
i of man,” but also to learn what iines haa
been laid down by Christ and His Apostles
for the government of His Churck and the
-result of that enquiry, among a large pro-
 portion of them, was Presbyterianism.

The common practice of the Apostles was
-to ordain elders over each congregation,—
each separate, local church being model-~
led, it would seem, after the Jewish syna-
gogue,—one or more of these elders being
set apart, not only to rule but to teach.
Those who were thus ordained were called
presbyters or elders, bishops or overseers,—
for in the New Testament these names are
applied to the same office,~and it was their
duty to administer the affairs of the con-
gregation, to promote the edification, the
benevolence, the spiritual well being of ths
-members. While the local churches posses-
1sed a large measure of self-government,
;they were united as parts of the great body
»of bhelievers, each recognizing its conmec-
"tion with the others, especially in matters
1 of doctrine and practice.

Such is the interpretation put upon the
:simple New Testament practice by Presby-
terians. It differs, on the one hand. from
| the view held by Episcopalians, in that it
| recognizes the equality of the clergy,
{ making no distinction between bishop and
| presbyter; and, on the other hand, from the
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view leld by Congregationalists, in that it‘
maintains the unity of the Christian house-
hold, the intimate and organic connection!
between all the congregations of the!
Church. !

The ministers and elders of the Church |
assent, at their ordination, to the system of t
doctrine contained in the Confession of
Taith, the substance of .
the Shorter Catechism, but there is no
doctrinal test laid by our Church upon her |
members : she welcomes to her commu-

nion ‘‘ all who love the Lord Jjesus Christ

in sincerity.” She teaches in her stand.

ards that * the visible church, which is also!
Catholic or universal, under the Gospel,:
consists of all those throughout the world;
that profess the true religion, together with
their children.” Believing in Church unity
as strongly as do the Episcopalians, ana
in local Church Government as strongly as)
do the Congregationalists, with the door of;
her membership open to all true disciples,
the Presbyterian Church is ever ready to

co-operate with other churches in advan-,
cing the Redeemer's Kingdom ana in work-
ing towards the final re-union of all believ-
ers.

The Presbyterian Church has a history,
marked not only by loyal acknowledgment
of God’'s Sovereignty and allegiance to
God’s Word, but also by the unfaltering
assertion of human freedom. Amid the
eonflicts by which men have hammered out
for themselves civil and religious liberty,
pothing nobler has been recorded than the
unyielding, self-sacrificing struggle, waged
by the men of the Netherlands or by the
Scottish Covenanters. Our gratitude to
God for our Presbyterianism throbs with a
stronger pulse when we stand by the graves
of the Scottish martyrs. We recognize the
same Calvinistic type of thought and life in
¥rench Huguenots and in Puritan Pilgrim
Fathers, in Coligny, in William the Silent
and in our English Cromwell.

Presbyterianism upon the continent of
Europe did not achieve the same wide-
spread triumphs that it won.in Britain and
America, partlv because the persecutions
endured by many of the Reformed Chur-
ches were so extreme as to be all but exter-
minating, partly because the direction and
control-of Church affairs was often in the
hands of princes rather than of the people,
and partly, too, because British Presby-
terianism had room for expansion in the
colonies : but we do well to remember the
past heroic struggles of Continental Presby-
terian Churches, and to recognize our union
with them in doctrine and polity.

The Presbyterian Church, in its various
branches, as represented in the Alliance,
numbers about five million communicants,
more than twenty million adherents, with
over twenty-seven thousand ministers,—a

which is given in Stitesman, planning for

goodly regiment, seeking in many quarters
of the world to uphold, with the fidelity of .
their fathers, the banner of the Cross.

Side by side with the love of liberty has
been the love of education, both naturaily
flowing from the recognition of Christ’s
authority and from the unfettered study of
the Word of God. The Presbyterian
Church has always stood for a high stan-
dard of education, not only for her minis-
ters but for her people. Knox’s work as a
the cducation of
his people, was scarcely second to the work
that he wrought as a religious reformer.
He introduced the school system ot Scot-
land, which for three centuries served her
so well that her sons became among the
best educated of the earth, and his plan was
even larger and better than he was permit-
ted to carry out. And, certainly, wherever
Presbyterianism has made its way, the
interests of education, both nopular ana
ministerial, have been fostered, as witness
many of the institutions of our own land.

We have sometimes been charged with
narrowness, but perhaps we might say, as
l.owell said of the Puritan founders of New
England: “If they were narrow, it was as
the sword of righteousness is mnarrow.”
There may have been Ilacking in our
Church services much that makes appeal to
refined Christian taste, though that
reproach has been, and is being, more and
more removed of recent years, for we recog-
nize that we have large liberty in regard
to all that may help to cultivate or to
express devotion. But it has bDeen our
effort to be never lacking in the weightier
matters of civil and religious freedom, of
education, of the glad and grateful recogni-
tion of Christ’s authority, and of loyal alle-
giance to the Word of God.

Nor have we been indifferent to the wel-
fare of others. The Mission enterprises of
our Presbyterian Churches, both at home
and abroad, are marked by encouraging
liberality; and many practical philan-
thropists can endorse the testimony of
Moody, who says that when he wishes 10
raise any large sum for general Christian
work, he expects to receive eighty per cent.
of it from Presbyterians. But of these
things we would not boast, for, though God
has blessed us by quickening our liberality,
there is still so much unemployed power
and unconsecrated wealth among us, that
it seems as if our resources had scarcely
been tapped for Christ’s service.

Yet we praise God for our membership
in the Presbyterian Churrn; we pray for
the peace and prosperity >t our Zion ; we
love the flag that floats over this regiment
in Christ's conquering arm:. And, because
of our loyal attachment to our own batta-
lion, we love none the less, but all the
more, to learn of the victories won by other
regiments all along the line; for while we
are Presbyterians, we are, fitst of all,
Christians. wishing to all believers, grace,
mercy and peace from God our Father and
Jesus Christ our Lord.

SERMaORRERRaar
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C.E. AND THE SHORTER CATECHISM

BY XEV. DR, DICKSON, (ALr.

The Shorter Catechism, dgreed -upon by
the Assembly of Divines at Westminster,
with the assistance of the Commxssxm‘\ers
from the Church of Scotland, is a precious:
heirloom of the Presbyterian Church. It
was approved by the General Assembl)" of
the Church of Scotland in 1648, and since
that time it has commanded the homage of
all loyal Presbyterians, as an adequate and
concise statement of the system of truth
which our Church believes and teaches.

Dr. John Hall, of New York, tells thar
whenever one goes to him seeking help,. on
the ground of being a Presbyterian, he just
touches him with the Ithuriel spear of a
question out of the Catechism. That makes
an instant discovery. This knowledge of
the Catechism is a sure mark of sound
Presbyterian training. And a most worthy
and most honorable mark it is. Anyone
may be proud to wear it. One of ocur noble
Canadian judges told me one day that the
learning of the Catechism had been to him
a bitter pill, but that he had thanked God |
cften since that, that he had mastered it.

It was prepared by the Assembly of Div-
ines that met at Westminster, on June 12,
1643. They were called tugether by Parlia-
ment. The Assembly numbered 142 divines
and 32 lay assessors. Among these were
ten lords, twenty commoners; and the
Scottish members, Alexander Henderson, of
Edinburgh; George Gillespie, of Edinburgh;
Samuel Rutherford, of St. Andrews ; Robert
Baillie, of Glasgow, ministers, and John,
Lord Maitland; and Sir Archibald Johnston,
of Warriston, Elders. Only sixty or eighty
of these gave regular attendance.

They were among the most illustrious men
in a time when great men abounded, men
who stood on shining heights, inteliectually
and spiritually. There were giants on the
earth in those days. It was a period of
mighty intellectual activity and of far-
seeing spiritual insight. They did their
work in a stormy time, and they did it well.

They held 1163 sessions, covering 5 years,
6 months and 21 days. They sat for the
first time, July 1, 1643, and continued to sit
till February 22, 1649. They were not form-
ally dissolved till March 25, 1652, when OQliver
Cromwell dissolved the Long Parliament.

No one would imagine from their well
reasoned, judicially calm and complete
statements, that the world without was agit-
ated like a seething caldron, and for the
most part it was the same within Henry the
Seventh’s Chapel or the Jerusalem Chamber,
where they met. But while they discussed,
and reasoned. and deliberated, fully and
fearlessly, they did so under solemn promise
and vow “to maintain nothing in point of
doctrine but what I believe to be agrecable
to the Word of God ; nor in point of disci-
pline, but what I shall conceive to conduce
most to the glory of God, and the good and
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peace of His Church.”

While they sat they drew up A4 Solemn
League and  Covenant for the Reformation
and Defence of Religion, ete.; A Dircetory
for Pubtie Waorship; I'he Confession of Faith;
The Larger and  Shorfer Catechisms.” A
monumental piece of work!

Their method of procedure was to appoint
a committee to draw up an outline, in regu-
far systematic order, for the consideration of
the Assembly. This was then carefully and
thoroughly gone over and adopted section
by section.

There have always heen Catechisms in the
Church of Christ. Both Chrysostom and
Augustine prepared Catechisms, so did
Luther and Calvin and Craig. ‘The middle
of the sixteenth century was fruitful of
them. Calvin's was perhaps the most in-
fluential, and gave birth to many others that
were written.

Our Shorter Catechism is really the Con-
fession of Faith cast into the form of ques-
tion and answer. It was prepared bhefore
the Longer Catechism, which is just an
expansion of it. Like the Confession of
Faith it gives us the quintessence of the
Scriptures. Taking the answer as the cen-
tral light, how many proof passages we
might arrange around it as rays flowing
out from it. Try that, and see how large a
Scripture illustration it will stand, and learn
how intensely Scriptural it is. Our fore-
fathers bowed in awe before the Holy Word
of God.

Same may be curious to learn what parti-
cular head and hand outlined the Cate-
chism. No one can tell. Alexander Hen-
derson did outline a catechism for the
S-ottish Church before the meeting of the
Assembly, but he was not one of the Com.
mittee according to one¢ account. according
to another he was, as well as the other
Scotch ministers. That being so, his pre-
vious work would fit him for giving gener-
ous assistance.

Its outline, as Dr. C. A. Hodge gives it, is:
Introduction, Qugstions 1-3;  What we arc {0
beliere, 4-38 5 What duty is required of wus, 39-
81; Failure of the Law because of sin, 82-84 ;
Means and conditions of Salvation, 85-107.
He who gets a grip of it with clear thougnt
will have an everlasting possession. He
will not be a2 mean theologian.

It is a law well understood by educa-
tionists that in early youth, even in child-
hood, the memory is strong and exceed-
ingly tenacious, and what is commitied to
it abides with it all through life ; and so
great pains have been taken to teach the
Shorter Catechism to the children. not as
something they understood, but as some-
thing that they would think about. and that
experience would interpret for them in time
to come.

Calvin was of opinion, that “the Church
of God would never preserve itself without
a Catechism, for it is like the seed to keep
the good grain from dying out, and causiang
it to multiply from age to age.”

Our Endeavorers will all be the stronger
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for this iron in their blood. It will crystal-
lize the Scriptures they read and repeat in
beautiful form, and will give to many of them
a deep and new meaning. It will make them
gainers each time they come together, in
getting hold of a definite and complete con.
ception of truth. We trust that every
Society will enter heartily and earnestly
into the study of our most distinctive sym-
bol—which has such wisdom and strength
and beauty in it.

It has in the past ministered to millions

of young people and made them clear--

headed, large-hearted, noble workers in the
Church. May it doso more and more. Do
not suffer yourselves to be affrighted by the
senseless cry against doctrine. Doctrine is
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INDUCTIONS,

Mr. And. Robertson, into St. Andrew’s
Ch., St. John’s, Nfid., 17 Nov.

Mr. J. W. Penman, to be inducted into
Little Harbor and Fisher’s Grant, N. S,, 8
Dec.

Mr. Orr Bennett, into Hawkesbury, Otta.
Pres., 12 Nov.

Mr. J. A. Matheson, into Caledon and
Alton, Orangeville Pres., 3 Nov.

Mr. Andrew Ross, ordained and inducted
at Bearbrooke, Otta. Pres.

Mr. J. B. Sincennes, ordained as mission-
ary at Montebello, Otta. Pres,, 4 Nov.

Mr. J. D. Boyd, into Zion Ch., Xingston.

Mr. Wm. Meikle, into First Ch.,, Van-
couver, 14 Oct.

Mr. A. Jamieson, ordained as missionary
at Cloverdale, B.C., 28 Oct.

otices,

RESIGNATIONS.

Mr. McKay Owand, of Norman and Kewa-
tin, Pres. of Suverior.

Mr. M. A. Mackenzie, of Grand River,
C.B.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Algoma, Thessalon, 3 Tues. Mar. 7.30 p.m.
Rarrie, Orillia, 15 Dec., 2 p.m.

Brandon, Brandon, 1 Tues. Mar.
Brockville, Brock., 1st 8 Dec., 2 n.m.
Bruce, Paisley, 8§ Dec., 1.30 p.m.

Chatham, Chat., 1st 8 Dec., 10 am.
Edmonton, Ed., 2 Mar., 10 am.

Glenboro, Glen., 2nd Mon. Mar.,, 7.30 p.m.
Huron, Blyth, 17 Jan,, 11 a.m.

Kingston, Bellev., St. And., 15 Dec., 2 p.m.
Lindsay, Lind., 15 Dec., 2 p.m.

Melita, Mel., 1st week Mar.

Montreal, Mont., Knox, 15 Dec., 10 a.m.
Ottawa, Otta.,, Bank St., 1st Tu. Feb., 10 a.m.
Owen 8Sd., 0. Sd., Div. St,, 15 Dec., 10 g.m.
Paris, Woodstock, 8 Dec., 11 a.m.

| P.EL, C'rlott’t'n., Zion, 1st Tu. Feb., 11 a.m.
P. la Prairie, Neepawa, 1st Tu. Mar., 4 p.m.
| Peterboro, Pet., St. Paul's, 15 Dec., 9 a.m,
Quebec, ichmond, 15 Dec.

Regina, Reg., 9 Dec., 9 a.m.

Sarnia, Sar., St. And., 8 Dec.

Saugeen, Duruam, 8 Dec., 10 a.m.

Stratford, Strat., Knox, 12 Jan., 10.30 a.m.
Superior, Sup., 1st Tu. Mar., 10 a.m.

Tor., Tor., St. And., 1st Tu. ev. mo.
Victoria, Union, St. Geo., 2 Dec.

MINISTERS CALLED HONE.

Rev. George Smellie, D.D., was born 11th
June, 1811, in the manse of St. Andrew’s,
Orkney, Scotland, where his father was
minister for fifty years. He entered
the University of Edinburgh in 1827.
In April, 1835, he was licensed by the
Presbytery of Kirkwell. In 1836 he was
ordained as assistant successor in Lady
Parish, Orkney. In 1843, the “year of the
Disruption, he was married, and came
to Canada under appointment of the Colo-
nial Committee of the Ch. of Scotland.
In Dec., 1843, he was inducted into’ the
charge of St. Andrew’s Ch., Fergus, Ont.,
where he remained the minister for nearly
50 years. In 1844, he and his congregation
joined the Free Church. At that time his
congregation covered all the -country North
as far as settlers were to be found, and his
wilsome pastorate was faithfully ful-
filled. His jubilee was celebrated in 1886.
He resigned his charge in 188§, at the age
of 77 years. Over two years ago, on the
death of their daughter, Mrs. D. J. Mac-
donnell, Dr. and Mrs. Smellie removed to
St. Andrew’s Manse, Toronto, where he
died suddenly, 14th Nov., aged 85 years.

It is proposed to celebrate the four hun-
dredth anniversary of the birth of Philip
Melanchthon, which occurs February 16th,
1897, by establishing a Melanchthon Mu-
seum in his native town of Bretten, Baden.
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Qround the Ttorld.

The McAll Mission has over fifty
within the limits of Paris.

It is calculated that there are over onc.
hundred and five mill.on blacks in tropical:
Africa.

In Japan there are fifty-seven Christian |
BTndeavor Societies \..th 1,500 members, i
seven Christian denuminations—2he is-
sionary.

There are eleven Protestant «~hurches in
the city of Rome. Thirty years ago no
visitor was allowed to enter the Imperial
City with a Bible.

It is proposed to celebrafe the four hun-

halls

dredth anniversary of the birth of Philip!

Melanchthon, which occurs February 16th,
1897, by establishing a Melanchthon Mu-
seum in his native town of Bretten, Baden.

The young people of Mansfield, Ohio, by
unanimous protest, defeated the efiorts or
the street-car magnates to hold *‘sacred
concerts ”’ at a near-by resort on Sunday
afternoon for the purpose of increasing the
travel gver their lires.

The List of Missionaries leaving England
this autumn in connection with the Church
Missionary Society comprises forty-seven
clergymen, seven doctors, sixteen laymen,
twenty-six wives, and thirty-eight women
workers, making a total of 134.

The annual report of the Maine Bible
Society shows that 95 towns in the State
have no place of worship, that of 20,000
families visited last year, 10,000 are outside
Christian influences. The Societv has dis-
tributed 5,400 copies of the Scriptures.

The French are not a colonizing people,
hence they 2re finding great ditliculty, after
realizing their ambition to possess Mada-
gascar, to find sufficient inhabitants for the
country, of French extraction and sym-
pathy, to remain in the island.-——FEr.

The possession of Formosa is giving the
Japanese much trouble. Meantime, reports
come of cruel conduct on the part of the

Japanese, showing that political advance-
ment, electric light, telegraph and tele-
phones will not alone raise the moral tone
of a nation—Er.

One of the greatest educational centres |
of the world is Calcutta, India, which nus;

more than twenty colleges and twice as
many high schools. In the colleges are
about 3,000 students, and in the senior
classes of the high schools about 2.000 more.
A fine field here for missionary activity.

On the northeast limits of India, among
the savage tribes that inhabit tho.t. mouu-
tainous country, the Calvinistic Methodists
utf Wales have a very successful mission
which has gone on, through many struggles,
ever since 1840, to its present remarkable
success. It has founded 110 churches.

No church or society shows surch a record
as that of the Moravians. They have 150
mission stations, 400 missionaries, 234 day-
schools, and 110 Sunday-schools ‘What

| makes these statistics so remarkable 1s,

that they show the Church abroad to be
.ree times the size of the Church at home.
—Free Church Monthly. '

Recent statistics show that there are 555
churches in New York City and 7,300
saloons. That is to say, there is one
saloon for each 240 inhabitants and one
church for each §430 inhabitonts; and
there were 4,600,000 barrels of beer con-
sumed in the city last year, which was at
the rate of two and a half barrels for each
nman, woman, and child.—ZF.r.

England has an unenviable distinction in
the employment of bar maids, of whom 1.
has no less than 90.000 ; Ireland has prac-
tically none ; Scotland has very few ; and
the United State% has only a small numbc .
It is bad enough for a man to “tend ” bar,
but it is what should be insufferable to
compel a woman to stand behind a bar,
hand out drinks, and listen to the conversa-
tion for which such places are noted.—
Preshyterian Banner.

Among the stumbling-blocks to mission-
ary progress among the Hindoos are
counted the .following: “ A unon-obsery-
ance of the Sabbath. an indifference about
the Lord’s Supper. late coming to worship
though called. chattering and laughing
during the service, misrepresentation under
the prospect of present profit or loss,
cuarrels arising {rom local affairs and petty
lawsuits, and prevalence of caste outside
the hvuse of worship.”

Professor Bertrand of Paris lhas organ-
ized a ‘“““ mission ” whose chief aim is to
save and help oriests. It is well known in
France and Italy, and oiber Continental
countries, that it is by no means unusual
for men to grow dissatisfied with their
position in the Church of Rome, and to
seek, on various accounts, to leave it.
Every one of our ministers abroad, we bhe-
lieve, has had visits from ex-priests. The
motives animating these men have been
often very different, some not at all credit-
able to themselves. But in certain cases
they have been influenced by conscientious

should ring forth with no uncertain sound | considerations, and such persons have the

‘“Every press and pulpit that believes lt'
the awful truth that there are 500,000,000 | greatest need of help

souls within our reach who never heard the
‘Gospel, the great mass of whom will for-}
‘ever perish unless we give them at once;
the bread of life.”

and advice. The
whole class, indeed, are to be pmed and
the scheme of Professor Bertrand is well
deserving of encouragement.—Free Church

‘ Monthly.
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THE SIGN OF THE CROSS.

Rev. Mr. Noble, an Episcopal clergyman,
late of Quebec, gives the following history
of *‘ The sign of the cross” :—

* First, the cross is an ancient heathen
idol, and was so used a thousand years be-
fore Christ. It was carried in procession
at the orgies of Bacchus, and was worship-
ped by virgin prostitution in Babylon and
was worn by the ancient priests of Egypt.

* Secondly, it became associated with cor-
rupt forms of Christianity about the end ot
the fourth century after Christ, and is now
worshipped by Romanists and Ritualists in
a man-degrading and God-dishonoring
manner.

*Third, as an idol and an incentive to
idolatry it was cast out of the Church of
England at the Reformation, with many
other idols of bygone ages.

‘“Fourth, an organized band of Ilawless
traitors are secking to reintroduce it into
the Protestant Churches of England and
Ireland, with other accessories of ancient
idolatry.

* It is not, therefore, a Christian emblem,
but a heathen idol, and its association with
Christianity is contemporaneous with th2
ingress of a dominant heathenism, in ana
after the reign of Constantine, when the old
noblesse of heathen Rome were forced into
the Christian Church. And as Dr. Hook
has well said : ‘It was abused to purposes
of superstition and idolatry in the Middle
Ages. and therefore rightly and wisely did
our reformers cast it out of the Church of
England at the Reformation.’ ”—K:r.

A MISSIONARY'S EXPERIENCE.

A missionary in India, giving in the JAiss
Revicw a picture of his daily experience,
says :—

“It is a purely evangelistic work, going
systematically from village to village, and
telling to all the good news of the king-
dom, like John the Baptist ‘in the wilder-
ness, preparing ‘the way of the Lord.”

‘“It is the nearest to Jesus' own way of
life that we come—the early morning

prayers, the start at dawn, the long tramps;

over glaring sands, scorching rocks among
patches of thorms, along the narrow paths
upon the dikes dividing the wet paddy-
fields, under spreading benians, or stingy,
shadeless palms—proclaiming the word of
the Lord to the ever-ready listeners, but
hopelessly indifferent to the truths they
hear.

* One gets thereby an insight into Christ’s
life, and realizes how he came to feel the
need of nights of prayer and communion
with God, to shake off the hopelessness, the
despondency, the crushing sense of sin and
neglet which he, the Holy One, would feel
so infinitely more than we do who are so
sin-stained ourselves.

‘“ As one sees the dark and sordid lives, as
one comes so frequently upon smoky,
greasy images of rats and elephant-headed

gods, clay horses, and temples, all bespeak-
ing a debasing idolatry, when one sees the
whole lives of thousands bound up in the
matters of food, raiment, and property, the
seventh day, of the week one dead level of
worldliness, and the indifference with which
all turn from celestial to the weak and beg-
garly eclements of time and sense, one's
heart sinks within him, and the Satanic
question springs up, ! What is the use of all
this foolishness of preaching, anyway ?’”

The missionaries need our prayers to
sustain them in their times of trial.

[ ROME IN THE PHILIPPINES.

i The Roman Catholic are our friends and
i brothers. The Roman Catholic System,
y which claims for the Church and the priest-
t hood universal control over all, and blind
:submission in everything on the part of the
1 people, is an enemy to those people, a foe
{to all true liberty.. Let men and women
, worship .according to the dictates of their
. own conscience, but let them be free.

The following interesting sketch from the
y Missionury  Reciew, shews the results of
 Rome’s unhindered sway. The present
]revolution in the Philippine Islands, which
| has broken out since the article was written,
| is another result, the issues of which caunot
.yet be foretold. The article has its lesson
, for us, that if we wish our own land to be one
{of liberty and prosperity, one condition ntust
be that the hierarchy confine themselves to
their own proper work as religious teachers,
fand that the people of the -country, as citi~
1zens, control their schools, and all other
reivil institutions..
l The Philippine group of islands, number-
{ing some twelve hundred or more, are alil
mountainous and of varying sizes, from
Luzon, the largest island—three hundred
miles long,—to a few yards, as in some of
the smallest rocky islets. The archipelago
is situated a few degrees north of the equa-
tor, in the Pacific Ocean, off the southeast
corner o Asia; the chief city is Manilla,
with a population of 300, 000 while the popu-
lation of the entire group is many millions.

Poverty, which brings suffering such as
occurs in Europe and America, is unknown.
The cold has no terrors, for it never comes
here ; the climate is tropical, and clothing
is only mnecessary to cover their nakedness
and not to keep the body -warm, and the
houses are built with a view to shade and
not to ward off the frest; as for food, that
is plentiful and cheap enough. A man need
only work a few days in the month in order
to provide himself and his family with ell
they need; the rest of the time he may
sleep and amuse himself. As a result, the
people are indolent to a degree, and will not
do more than they are absolutely compelled.

After a brief reference to the depressed
commercial condition of the islands owing
to the avarice, oppression and mismanage-
ment of the Spanish officials, the writer )
says 1 —
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The religious and moral condition is not
a whit better than the commercial. Roman
Catholicism is supreme, and no other
system is permitted; by law all are Chris-
tians of the Roman persuasion. Churches
are everywhere, and they are far and away
the best buildings in the place. The finest
in Manilla is that of the Jesuits, which is
most bandsomely constructed and fitted
throughout with the hardest and most ex-
pensive wood and marble, all exquisitely
carved. 1t took twelve years to complete,
and must have cost over $1,000,000.

In the city of Manilla the Romanists have
fine schools, in whicih some 2,000 boys an‘(l
girls are taught, and a liberal education is
given them. In connection with the schools
there are a fine observatory and a museum.
The schools and the work done in con-
nection with them seems to be about the
only good thing the Church does.

Everywhere else is seen its blighting
hand, and even in the schools the training
is of such a nature that the youths are
absolutely in the hands of the priests, not
only while they are under instruction, but
through life.

No English newspaper is published, and
every item of mnews published in the
Spanish papers must first be submitted to
the archbishop for his approval.

No Protestant service of any kind is per-
mitted. A marriage service between two
British subjects in the consulate was the
cause of a good deal of trouble. I Wwas ask-
ed not to go ashore in clerical dress,
because the priests and officials were so

pigoted that it would certainly arouse sus-i

picion and provoke inquiry.

During the Sunday we were in port I con-
ducted o service on board, and preached.
Some people from the shore—Englishmen—
came off to worship with us, and said after-
ward that that was the first Protestant ser-
vice held in the islands since they had been
there.

To illustrate how little has been done for
the native Indians, it is only necessary to
say that a few miles from the settlemgnt
they are savages, men and women going
naked, and are without instruction. Spa-

nish soldiers go through the country, shoot

down those who oppose, pass on, leaving
things even worse than they were, and call
it government.

The priests alone are wealthy, owning all

tery, whose tickets are sold throughout the
IBast. Three is a monthly drawing of prizes
ranging from $80,000 to $5. As the time of
drawing comes near there is a rush for
tickets, and rich and poor compete excited-
ly for the prize. The governor and his high
officers are present at snd preside over the
drawing, which brings in a monthly reve-
nue of more than $200,000, for the lottery
is a government monopoly. It is said that
were it not for the lottery, Spain would,
through inability to raise funds, be com-
pellied to dispose of or abandon her colony.
| The condition of thes. islands affords an
illustration of what Roman Catholicism can
do when left to itself, and also indicates
what it will do if it ever obtains the upper
!hund and power in our Protestant lands.
! The result so far in the Philippines tills a
i very dark page. -
Leok at the list: a great government
;gammg institution, teaching all, both young
,apd old, rich and poor, to gamble, and pla-
; cing before the people an oflicial example
1of an evil life of unhealthy excitement:

trade stifled; extortion that would make 2
'Chinese mandarin  jealous; liberty dead:
: cpnscience destroyed. press muzzled: oppres-
;smn of the people; God and righteousness
'm}known; a bigoted Roman Catholicism
"triumphant and walking roughshod over
, all—this is an uninviting but true picture
vof this dark corner of the earth nineteen
. centuries after Christ came bringing light.
i 1Is this to continue forever? Is not the

light of the pure Gospel to shine here and
! scatter the darkness? Is not the Word of
| God to be given to the people?

An attempt has been made. Four years
ago the British and Foreign Bible Society
isent an agent there, and with him went a
i converted ex-Roman Catholic priest. The
!Jatter was promptly killed, being poisoned,
Iso it is confidently stated, by the priests;
' the Bibles of the agent were confiscated, and
he himself barely escaped with his life.

Christ’'s army seems to have been de-
feated. No other attempt has been made.
i ' Who will avenge the Christian missionary’s
i death by taking the Gospel of love and sal-
! vation through Christ to these who so much
'need such a message? It will be a difficuit
land dangerous undertaking, and more than
! one messenger will doubtless be called upon
to lay down his life for the Saviour who died
for the world. But such terrors have never
hindered the onward march of the Church,

the best property, and they alone are freewhich is a Church militant. Where are the
to do as they please, although in recentgoldiers of Christ who will go in answer to
vears the powers of the archbishop have|the cry for help which arises from these so

been curbed & little; yet even to-day no
cargo may be worked in harbor on feast
days without HKis special sanction, and no
music is allowed in any house or at any
port after ten p. m. except with ‘his per-
mission; and, as stated above, the press is
muzzled by him and at his mercy.

The most exciting feature life ‘in the
jslands seems to be the great Manila lot-

long neglected, and where is the Church or
missionary society that will equip and
support such soldiers ?

The Jewish population of Jerusalem is
said to be over sixty thousand, three times
greater than it was twenty years ago. This
increase is accounted for by the immigra-
tion from Russia. Many Jews are also set-

tling in other parts of the land of Palestine.
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bantered him upon forgetting his favorite
collection, adding, “ Never mind ; I have
enough for us both. How much do you
want 7"

“Oh, I have money enough with me, but
you can let me have a half dollan if you
like,” was the reply, made with such appar-

It was the Sabbath for the semi-annual  ent sincerity that the schemer was puzzled.
contribution to the Missionary Society, of , The silver piece was handed over with
which announcement had been made a week i much self-querying. “ Does anybody sup-
previous. According to her usual custom, pose he'll really give only a half dollar?
Mrs. Whitcom!, expected to put 50 cents into , There is hope of reformation in the most
the box. If the amount seemed s(xlnaél to, stubborn if John is at last become prudent.”
others, her conscience was quieted by a| The choir usually rendered some in-
thought of $2.00 paid annually to the Ladies’; comprehensible ** voluntary,” but the open-
Missionary Society, which was auxiliary tO;ing of service that day was very unusual,
the other. N A : A simple gospel hymn was sung. From a

‘“There are so many objects for bene-'gweet voice the words directly fell upon
volence, so many calls nowadays, one must  Mrs, Whitcomb's ear :
plan justly for all, and not rob Peter to

Life and TWork,

«“IT IS THE HAND OF CHRIST.”

OR A CONTRIBUTION BOX TRANSFORMED.

pay Paul,” was a favorite saying of Mrs.
Whitcomb. One habit of this lady was toi
overlook a collector’s book before pledging
a first subscription to any cause. If the
amount credited to most subscribers was

50 cents or $1.00, she accepted this as the!

limit of payment for herself, without any
comparison of her ability with the major-
ity of supporters.
No special pleas,
‘“ double contributions,” or presentations of
present needs, moved her to increased and
accasional large-hearted giving.

matters,” was often urged in explanation;
“in conarity, as in everything else, I am
controlled by judgment and experience.”

It was most fortunate that the ‘ regwar
fee’ paid by his wife was not infrequentiy
supplemented by Judge Whitcomb
substantial donations. These were always
signed * from a friend,” to escape the impu-
tation of prodigality and uncound judgment
from his better half.

To prevent unwarrantable liberality, the

no suggestions to

“One:
must never be governed by impulse in these:

with

‘1 gave, I gave my life for thee,
My precious blood I shed ;

I gave, I gave my life for thee,

‘What hast thou given for me ? "

The prayers which followed were em-
bodiments of two petitions : that the people
might be able and ready to make large and ’
grateful return for the blessing of salva-
tion, and be enabled to regard the Lord’s
work with a spirit purified from selfishness
and avarice. After the reading of the
notice the pastor said :

* “The collection to-day <will be taken
'after the sermon. Let us, my dear people,
'consider together our duty and privilege
"in the matter of giving to the Lord., Let
us look at the urgent need for increased
liberality in every part of the vine-yard,
and then make unto the Master a free will
offering, both sweet and acceptable.”

| Thinking of her husband’s unaccount-
able conduct, of the opening hymn, with
yits refrain still echoing through her mind

judge’'s wife often took the precautioq tc and of the unusual postponement of the
s}r;mgl hgrf husbandttlltpgn hllls ti}ltenu;)ng,gl}:gtctionbtiél.dthe 1f':lose of thﬁ s}frvi]ce, Mrs.
shortly before a stated collection, n itcom id not pay muc eed to the
advised as to the amount to be given. Know-?discourse. Meditation during the sermon
ing his special leaning toward missions.;is ever a poient soporific; and such it
the prudent lady felt some misgiviugs upon j proved.
the Sabbath in question; so, as they were; It was most natural that her waking
about starting for church, she casually.ihoughts should follow Mrs. Whitcomb in
e ey hochaading 1T e S and that she shoul, in urenms, sce
] — y , €igood o eacon Beman come down the
some changeIn my purseif you havenone.’ aisle to gather the tithes into the store-
The judge had on the previous evening house. The dreamer very wvividly went

taken special care to empty his pockets of, through the form of taking a half dollar
all coin, in anticipation of the coming

ifrom her pocket and lifting i -
collection, for how could he drop change;tended bog—whin,m}o]!lfg;ngw;g t: It)}éi ego
i Taa” oo Teptpmantod upon Setsca oniesy Wik chiled neant che ady suw
occasions for depositing a bil].p “It is as';giehzgd’nw:]esé \\}rloodrtassume t? o Dear
well to give dollars where your name is|and from ite pierced veins Howsd. deops
signed, and there is’some accountability. of blood. Looking up, she beheld a form
but small coin will do for the box,” hae¢ ik 0 i 5
o et ) kate lﬂtmtodthe So? of (i.‘vodd. with a face which
7 101. etokened a Lknowledge of grief and
In ?eep dChag!‘}lq the Woflld-be'genero;lls.acauaintance with sorrows. Almost paraly-
rggrérgg;él; Stlo1e I;u e\s";lég, tli;:aeq::clrego lt)u% y zed with remorse,hthf sldee‘zp?r cried: “ Have
. St he ¢ ) mercy upon me, oh, Lord! I am not worth
purposely misinterpreted his silence, and|to put aught into my Saviour’s hand.” v
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KILLING A PRAYER-MEETING.

A stereotyped form of conducting prayer-
meeting cannot be used to edification. The
condition of the church and neighborhood,
the circumstances of individuals, and the
state of the Church at large must be taken
Quickly the half dollar was thrown away |intg gecount. Often a suggestion is brought
by the trembling listener and a coin Of}44'4he mind of the pastor or other leader of
gold was laid instead upon the bleediB®)ipo meeting after he has taken his place,
palm. As the shining Dbit touched the) piay will lead him into a far more appro-
wound the flow of blood was lessened. iBnuate ang effective train of thought than

the attitude of divine benediction the Lordtt‘nat to which he had given considerable

With pained and pleading look these
words were spoken :

“ 1 gave my life for thee ;

Wilt thou give naught to me "

Christ thus Spoke : “ Disciple, thou hast
wrought a. good work upon me. The tears
of my people must be wiped away ; the
nations must be purged from sin: the
gospel of good tidings must sound in every
ear before this bleeding wound can be
healed. Blessed be those who hasten on
the day.”

Deep organ tones awakened the sleeper
when the collection was about to be taken.
Clutching at her husband’s arm, Mrs. Whit-
comb whispered eagerly :

« John, you won’t put in that fifty cents,
will you? Why, dear, it is the hand of
the Lord!” .

1n bewilderment the judge looked at his
bewildered wife, who pleaded again : .

“ T mean the contribution box, John ; it
js the hand of Christ, our Lord! Could
vou lay a few cents npon it ? w

«“No, wife,” was the joyous reply. “I
will give $15.” Y

“Very well ; and I'll give as much more.

Was it his wife who thus spoke—the
same who had outwitted him in the morn-
ing ? Yes, the very same woman, renew-
ed. She had seen the Lord and heard I_ixs
words. She had learned the deep meaning
of the Saviour's * inasmuch.”
would “good judgment” keep her from
ministering to her crucified Redeemer
through the poor, the sorrowing and the
nenighted. The contribution box had been
transformed ; but still more wonderful and
hilessed was the transformatiqn that had
taken place in one of the King’s daugh-
ters.—Exchange.

———

NO SHORT CUT.

There is no short cut to the life of fait}l,
which is the ali-vital condition of a hely
and victorious life. We must have penqu
of lonely meditation and fellowship thp
God. That our souls should have their
mountains of fellowship, their valleys of
quiet rest beneath the shadow of a great
rock, their nights beneath the stars, when

darkness has veiled the material and silen-

ced the stir of human life, and has opgned
the view of the infinite and eternal, is as
indispensable as that our bodies should have
food. Thus alone can the sense of God’s
presence become the fixed possession
soul, enabling it to say repeatedly, with the
Psalmist, “Thou art near, Q God ! "—Rev.
F. B. Mecyer.

Never again |

of the,

time in preparation.

At the same time, the pastor or other
| leader of a prayer-meeting should come to
it bringing a message carefully thought out
and of an appropriate character. In this
t{way he will be better prepared to make a
profitable use of any new subject that may
present itself to his mind.
| One thing is certain, the prayers, hymns,
! Seripture readings, and addresses should be
brief, so as to give as much life as possible
to the entire service.

We read the other day of a pastor who at
the regular weekly prayer-meeting offered
the opening prayer, which was fifteen
minutes in length, read the Scriptures, and
made an address, leaving but ten minutes
for the other exercises, though quite a
number of people accustomed to lead in
prayer, to edification, or even to makeé brief
laddresses when necessary, were present.
| And sometimes it occurs that, when the
meeting is *“ thrown open,” that is, when an
“opportunity is given by the leader to others
to make short addresses or offer voluntary
prayer, the first man who takes the floor
consumes nearly all the remaining time.
Better methods of killing a prayer-meeting
cannot be devised.—FEx.

|

CHRISTIAN OLD AGE.

Old age ought to be the most beautiful
'period of a good life. Yet not always is it
"s0. There are elements in the experience of
|old age which malke it hard to keep the
{inner life in a state of renewal. The bodily

powers are decayving. The senses are grow-
ing dull. It is lonely. There is in memory
a record of empty cribs and vacant chairs,
tof sacred mounds in the cemetery. The
'work of life has dropped from the hands.
"It is not easy tp keep the joy living in the
"heart in such experiences.

_ Yet that is the problem of true Christian
:}wing. ‘While the outward man decays, the
, inward man should be renewed day by day.
;Thxs is possible, too, as many Christian old

people have proved. Keeping near the heart
of Christ is again, as always, the secret.
Faith gives a new meaning to life. It is
seen no more in its relation to earth and
what is gone, but in its relation to immor-
tality and what is to come.

The Christian old man’s best days are not
behind him, but always before him. He is
walking, not toward the end, but toward the
beginning.—Northiwestern.

!
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THOSE DOUBTFUL AMUSEMENTS.

I am tired. \

Tired of a great many things, but espe-
cially tired of hearing and answering ques-
tions about the so-called ** doubtful amuse-
ments.”

“ Should a Christian play cards ?”
not a Christian dance—just. a little

“Won't you let us go to the theatre with a
clear conscience, dear Professor Cobweb, if
we will be careful to select omnly proper
plays 2"

Don’t you see, yonng people, that such
questions answer themselves ? You don’t
need to'ask me or any one else whether you
shall play crokinole, or whether you shall
ride the bicycle, or whether you shall go to
hear Mark Twain lecture. You ask me
about card-playing, dancing, and theatre-
going because the all but universa) Christian
conscience has condemned those amuse-
ments, because they are under the ban of
Christian sentiment, and you want my say-
50 to bolster up your uneasy consciences.

Now there is .no duty urging you to do
anty of these things,—nothing but vour in-
clination. On ‘the other hand, the vast
majority of :Christians advise you not to do
them. Conscience is all on one side This
being the case, I could afford to grant that
these three amusements are perfectly proper,
and yet have the 'very best of reasons lor
urging you to let them alone, namely,
respect for the opinion of the great body of
our Lord’s children.

Of course I do not propose to take it jor
granted that these amusements are haiym-
less, but there is absolutely no ne=d to euter
into that argument at all.
ment should be conclusive.

But what a low standard of Christian
living is indicated by such questions: Do

“ May

9 »

This other argu-'

even as Paul said, ¢ If meat make my bro-
ther to offend, 1 will eat no flesh while the
world standeth ”"—so the Christian will have
nothing to do with doubtful amusee:its, or
doubtful books, or doubtful customs, or
doubtful drinks, or doubtful anything else,
while there is any doubt about them, while
there is in them any possibility of hurting
a single soul of those that Christ gave up
his life to save.—Caled Cobwed in Golden
Rule.

A WORD AS TO BOYS.

‘“Mothers,”” says an exchange, * train
your boys to be neat in the house. They
should be taught to look after themselves,
and to keep their hats and coats in their
proper places. Teach them this habit, and
you will save many annoyances, and
you will also do a kindness to the boys by
teaching them neatness and self-respect.

Boys, as well as girls, should be taught to
help in the house. How often we have been
disgusted to see that the girls are made to
help at the housework while the boys are
allowed to play checkers, or sit at the fire
toasting their toes.

A boy can help clear away after a meal,
sweep the floor, polish the stove, or wash
the dishes, just as effectively as a girl. He,
as a rule, is stronger.

He will love his home more, and when he
becomes a man, and has a home of his own,
he will respect his wife all the more for
having been taught to respect his m cher
and sisters.

MORE THAN CONQUERORS.

There are two ways of looking at our
.trials. From the one standpoint, our chief
object is to get through them without being
defeated and crushed. We look upon them

you suppose Paul, whe: the Vision stopped 'as enemies, and feel we have won a victory
him on the way to Damascus, thought twice : if we have escaped them with our lives;
before he asked, ‘““Lord, what wilt thou but there is a higher way of looking at
have me to do ? " and asked first this other f them, namely, as opportunities of gaining
question, ‘“ Lord, if I become thy disciple, much more than a victory and barely escap-
may I still go to the games in the dircus ?”’ | nig with our life. We regard them rather
Do you suppose John, when the Master bade | as challenges to compel us to be our best,
him leave all and follow him, replied, “ Yes,  and to rise to a place of victorious power
on condition that I may still join now and f that we never could have known had the
then in a village dance ?” , trial not come.

The truth of the matter is that when one: It is unworthy of us, as the children of
has really become a lover of Christ; loving | the King, to go through life with downcast
him with heart and mind and strength and :faces and complaining tones, barely getting
soul, filled with a sense of etertiny, with a through our trials, and looking on every
passion for the winning of souls,—he isside for sympathy. Not so did our Master
ransomed henceforth from such petty suffer. Let us honor Him by victorious

concerns as a pack of cards, or a shaking
of feet to a fiddle, or a procession of painted
women on the stage. His meat and his
drink henceforth, his absorbing pleasure, 1s
to do the will of his Fathar.

Not that he will not play. Indeed, no one
plays better than a Christian, knows more
games, and jollier ones. The world 3 full
of them—games as far superior. to cards,
daneing, and the theatre as the light of the
blessed sun is better than gaslight. But

'suffering and a spirit of triumph that spurns
the foe and disdains to pity ourselves or ask
for human sympathy. God wants us to
cultivate the heroic spirit and to look upon
every trial and difficulty as one of God’s
blessed challenges to come up higher. We
should go forth into every battle with the
old shout, “ Nay, in all things we are more
than conquerors through Him that loved
us.”—Christian Alliance,

™YY YT TYY
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LIVING AT OUR BEST.

Do not try to do a great thing ; you may
waste all your life waiting for the oppor-
tunity which may never come. But since
little things are always claiming your atten-
tion, do them as they come, from a great
motive, for the glory of God, to win his
smile of approval, and to do good to men.

It is harder to plod on in obscurity, acting :
thus, than to stand on the high places of!
the field, within the view of all, and to do,
deeds of valor at which rival armies stand,
still to gaze. But no such act goes without .
the swift recognition and the ultimate:
recompense of Christ. '

To fulfill faithfully the duties of your:
station ; to use to the uttermost the gift:,!
of your ministry; to bear chafing annoy-i
ances and trivial irritations as martyrs bore |
tae pillory and stake; to find the one noble
trait in people who try to molest you; to
put the kindest construction on unkind acts
and words ; to love with the love of God
even the unthankful and evil; to be
content to be a fountain in the midst of a
wild valley of stones, nourishing a few
lichens and wildflowers, or now and again
2 thirsty sheep; and to do this always, and
not for the praise of man, but for the sake
of God—this makes a great life—F. B.
Meyer.

THE FACE OF LOVE.

‘““ As he moved among men he had a look
as though he pitied them,” says Sir Francis
Bacon, delineating the character of a friend.

It is well known that the profession or
occupation leaves its imprint so unmistak-
ably on the countenance, that of those that
have been most devoted to their calling,
none need to ask. “Is he a clergyman, a
lawyer, a business man ? Is she a mother,
a teacher, a doctor ? " for their looks betray
them.

A generation of practical activities on the|
part of women in the salvation or the world |
as represented in “ the regions beyond ” has |
not been without its effect on the faces of |
the women of the church. A look of com-|
passion for humanity, of tenderness for its|
woes, of hopefulness for its future, of alert
interest at the mention of India, China,
Japan, or the Islands of the Sea,—all these
and more have gone to make **a human fac-
divine.”

The profoundest learning or the most ac-|
curate science, with all the good-will in the
world, cannot get down deep enough to lay
hold on any soul that needs to ne saved
from sin. It is not the look of knowledge
of the situation, but the expression of com-
passion for the victim of it, coming from the
study of one Book, and that the best, the
apprehension of one science, and that the
highest, that gives

“ A sweet, attractive kind of grace,

- A full assurance given by books, :

Continual comfort in a face, -
The lineaments of gospel books.”

And this compassion must be powerful
enough to translate itself into action. *“The
most commonplace truth,” said Coleridge,
*“is restored to its first uncommon lustre
only by acting it.,”’'—Z.r,

THE BEST PASSPORT.

“What is the first duty of a good trav-
eller ?” asked a young lady who was about
to start from New York on an extended
European tour.

‘ To look pleasant and never to grumble,”
was the answer of a veteran -wanderer who
had crossed the ocean twenty times and
gone twice around the world.

It was a good prescription, and will help
to make a good traveller of any novice. The
fatigue of the longest journey can he
patiently endured if one can only be amia-
ble and avoid the weariness that comes from
fretting over what is unavoidable and
worrying over trifles.

An American girl not long ago spoiled the
pleasure of a party of tourists by complain-
ing of everything on sea and on land. The
ship was a dreadful roller, the cabins were
badly ventilated, the cooking was abomin.
able, the service was shocking, the officers
were uncivil, and the passengers were disa-
greeable and stupid! Nothing suited her,
and she had not a good word for anybody.
Every member of the party was indignant
over her want of amiability.

“Tt makes me almost seasick merely to
look at her ! ” exclaimed one of the ladies.

“ Perhaps she will cheer up,” was the
charitable response, ‘ when she reaches
port.” .

But she was as unhappy on land as she
had been at sea. She was angry with the
customs officers, and told them that they
had mauled and ruined her best gown. She
found fault with the lovely rural scenery
between Southampton and London. She
pronounced English cooking to be utterly
vile. She inveighed bitterly against the
wéather and the climate. She was not
interested in cathedrals, castles, palaces,
pictures, colleges, ruins or country roads.
She was bored by everything she saw.

One night she received a round robin
signed by every other member of the party,
expressing regret that she was not enjoying
her journey, and offering their sympathies
in her vexations and discomforts. It was a
bold stroke on the part of her friends, who
were worn out by her tiresome peevishness.
Fortunately it was successful. Not another
word of complaint was heard from her
during the remainder of the tour.

A pleasant, cheerful face and manner, that
express kindliness and good-will, make the
best passport which a traveller can carry
into a foreign country. They insure civility
and courtesy from officials, fellow-travelers
and strangers, and are an unfailing resource
whenever there is any misadventure.—Pres.
Messenger.
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ONE WOMAN'S STORY.

The day was hot, a crowd of curious
gazers had gathered about in the little
room in a native house, where the mission-
ary lady was spending a few days.

As the circle thinned out, the teacher
noticed one woman lingering. On being
asked how she came to know and love the
truth, she said :

“When I first heard the Jesus doctrine,
I was a very devout worshipper of many
gods, went often to the temples to burn
incense and prostrate myself before the
images, and at home was regular in such
rites. My heart was never at rest. I was
always afraid I had neglected something
which I should have done to appease the
spirits, and so I was always dreading some
disaster and trying to avoid it by such
offerings as, in my poverty, it was possible
to make.

“71 liked, from the beginning, to listen to
the helper when he preached, and to his
wife’'s teaching, but it was months before
I thought, ‘Perhaps this way of getting
forgiveness and help is for me, and Jesus
will take away my fear of the gods and evn
spirits.’

“1 began to pray to Him, and very socon
my heart was at peace. :

‘“But there were the paper gods 'on the
wall, and the little mud one in a shrine
outside the door! Dare I take them dcwn
and destroy them ? What would the chil-
dren’s father say ? I had not ccurage to
touch them, but I burned no more ivcense,:
and tried not to look at them, while I jray
ed early and late to the Heavenly Father;
and begged Him to make me willing i6 ¢o'
whatever would please Him.

“One day the children’s father came iu and
asked me roughly why there was wun in-
cense before the shrine and no offering of [
food for the feast dav. i

“My heart stood still, but I prayed silently, !
and answered: ‘I do not worship those gods
any more ; they are all false. The God ot
Heaven is a spirit and does not want ot’fer-i
ings of food.’ !

“The words were scarcely out of my,

be true, and that it surely was the greut
God who helped and comforted me.

“I was always stupid, and never learned
to read much, and I cannot teach or help
other people like Mrs. Chia angd Mrs.
Chang ; but for these seven years I have
had Jesus’ comfort in my heart.

“1 prayed so long I almost despaired, for
my boys’ father.

‘“He stopped beating me after a few
months, but he reviled me and the Jesus
way whenever he was angry, and I thought
he would never change, but Mrs. Chia told
me how wrong it was to doubt when I
prayed, so I just said: ‘I do believe, but give
it to me quickly, Lord !’ and after two or
three years he too gave up his evil ways—
the man was a profligate gambler—and
now he is a colporteur, going about seiling
books and teaching the Jesus doctrine.

“My daughters have been in school in
Peking, and I hope they will be brighter
than their mother, and do more than I ever
can to help others.”

How many hungry, longing souls, just
waiting for someone to bring them the
‘“Bread of Life” !'—Jission Studies.

SACRED MONEY.

Some years ago a gentleman heard two
children talking earnestly about their
‘“sacred money.” The expression inter-
ested him, and he learned, upon inquiry,
that these children were in tne habit of
setting apart at least onc-tenth of all the
money which came into their hands and
using it for Christian work. They each
kept a purse for this fund, and an account
of all that was put into it and paid out of
it. Their father said that they invented
the expression, ‘“sacred money.” They
would often give much more than a tenth
to this fund, but never less.—FEz.

THE DEBT IS PAID.

Henry Clay was at one time considerably
embarrassed by a debt of ten thousand

¢ doilars due to the Northern Bank of Ken-

mouth before a blow from his fist knocked | tucky. Some of his friends in- different

me down, and as I crouched on the floor,. parts of the Union, hearing of his condition,

he beat me until I was so lame and sore I|quietly raised the money and paid off the
could hardly crawl up on to the Lang. i debt.

“As Tlay there bruisedand faint, agreal, In utter ignorance of what had been
calm came into my heart, which had always . going on, Mr. Clay went to the bank one
been so restless and uncertain before, and, dayv and said to the cashier, “1 have callea
I said, ‘Oh Lord! I will never be afralain referemce to that debt of mine.”

again, I will take down the gods in_tnc, “You don’t owe us anything,” replied the
‘“ A number of your friends have

house, which are mine, and never look at| cashier.
the one in the corner which I did not put paid off that debt, and you do not owe the
up, and so cannot destroy.’ bank one dollar.”

“When the boys’ father came home next! So overcome as to be unable to speax,
day the paper gods were all gone. He' Mr. Clay turned and walked out of the
looked at the bare wall, and as I dropped | puilding.
on the floor picked a brick from the edge! This is a faint image of what Jesus has
of the kang and pounded me with it until} done for us. He has met our obligation to
the blood ran from wounds in my head,!God's law. He has purchased eternal liie

but { was not frightened or angry, and|for us. We cannot express our sense of the
then I knew that the Jesus rengion must| greatness of his love—Foricard.
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Hnternationnl $. B. Lessons,
CAUTINONS AGAXNST INTEMPERANCE.
13tlx December.

T.es. Prov. 23: 15-25 Gol. Text. Prov. 23: 21
Mem. vs. 19-21 Catechism Q. 73-75

1. We should not be tempted by our appe-
tites and desires.
2. We should never wrong the weak or

defenceless.

3. Children should be corrected that they
may grow up true. i

4. We should keep away from drinkers

and gluttons.
5. The end of drunkenness and gluttony

is poverty.

TILE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
20th December,

Les. Matt 2: 11-12 Gol. Text. Lu. 2: 10.
Mem. vs. 10, 11 Catechism Q. 76-78.

1. In many ways God would lead us to
Jesus. .

9. The coming of Christ troubles wicked
men. .
3. We should be glad to find the way to
Christ. .

4. We should offer our heart’s best gilts
to Jesus. -

5. Plots against God’s
always fail.

anointed must

REVIEW.
27th December.

Les. 1 Kings 1-11, Gol. Text. Eccl. 121 13.
Catechism Q. 79-81.

HOME READINGS.

M. 1 XKings1.. .. .. .. ..Lesson I
7. 1 Kings 3 and 4.. .. .Lessons II, 1IL
W. 1XKings5and6.. .. .Lesson V.
Th. 1 Kings 8 and 9.. .. .Lessons VI, VIL

F. 1 Xings 10 and 11.. .Lessons IX, X.
S. Proverbs 1 and 8 .. ..Lessons IV, VIIL
S. Proverbs 23.. .. .. ..Lesson XL

Who was Adonijah ?

Of what did he take advantage ?

What did he try to do ?

How was his conspiracy defeated ?

When did David die ?

How old was he ?

How long had he reigned ?

Who succeeded him ?

How did the Lord appear to Solomon ?

What choice did Solomon make ?

What else did the Lord give him ?

In what condition was the kingdom under
Solomon 7

What was the condition of the people ?

‘What was said of Solomon’s wisdom ?

Of his fame ?

What great work did he undertake early
in his reign ?

What did he request of Hiram king of
Tyre ?

‘What did Hiram do ?

‘Where was the temple built ?

How long was it in building ¢

In what temples does God now dwell ? 2
Cor. 3: 16, 17.

In what year and month was the temple
finished ?

‘When was it dedicated ?

‘What was then placed in the Holy of
Holies 7

‘Where had the ark been kept ?

How did the Lord manifest his presence
in the temple ?

‘When Solomon was at the height of his
glory, what happened to him for the
second time ?

‘What did the Lord promise him ?

On what conditions ?

‘What example did the Lord hold up to
him ?

What warning did he zive him ?

Who came from a great distance to visit
Solomon ?

For what purpose ?

‘When she had seen Solomon’s glory and
heard his wisdom, how was she affected ?

What did she bring with her ?

‘What acknowledgment did she make ?

What comparison did Jesus make between
himself and Solomon ?

Of what great sin was Solomon guilty
when he was old ?

How did he publicly establish idolatry ?

What led him into idolatry ?

What is the practical lesson for us ?

How did the Lord show His displeasure
with Solomon’s sin ?

How long did Solomon reign in Israel ? 1
Kings 11: 42.

Who wrote the most of ' Proverbs ™ ?

‘What is the purpose of the book ?

‘What is the beginning of wisdom ?

Who is represented as speakiug in Pro-
verbs 3 ?

What does she promise to the obedient 7

What to those who trust in the Lord ?

To those who honor him with their sub-
stance ?

How is the supreme value of wisdom
described ?

What is said in Proverbs 23: 4, 5 about
riches? .

Against what do vs. 6-8 warn us ?

What important lesson for parents in vs.
13. 14 ? Tor children ?

What warning in vs. 20, 21 ?

What counsel is given in vs. 22-25 ?

What was the subject of our lesson last
Sabbath ?

Where was Christ born ? When ?

How was his birth announced ?

What happened when he was eizht days
old ? When he was forty days old ?

Who came to visit him soon after this ?

Wl;at led them to the house where he
was ?

What did they do when they found him ?

What guides us to Christ ?

‘What gift does Christ desire of us ?
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