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7. AUGUST 12th, 1894, %’zd tha’rga L

Temptation of Jesus. Martt. 4: 1-11.

. GoLpex TEexT: **In ali points tempted like as we are, vet without sin.” Heb.
. 4113,

MONDAY. - Trmspar. WepNESEAT.  THURSDAT FRIDAT. SATTRDAY. SABEATH.
Matrt 4. 1-11 Deyr = 17 Ps 31 :53F Deus<-12.1%

NOTES AND EXPLAHAT!OH&

INTRODUCTORY.  The tempration of : {Mark
I: 12.}  Adam, the siniess marn, was temp . the sin-
less Saviour. it i1ke m: nOer mel man's s the garden wag -

a fitting type of Adam’s innocence, == the wilderr:
-ed to man’s condition of morai desclation through
as that of our nrs: parents.  Read parallel accou

Luke 4: 1-13.

tan. cotrespond-
Christ was as real
Mark 1: 12, 13: -

. LessoN Prax. 1. The Firs: Tsﬂ;g;g‘ ion. vso 15 IL Ths
7. III. The Third Tempiatisn,  vs. Soq1.
2

I. THE FirsT TeMmrraTion. 1. Then > \
Immediately after his baptism. }iafii I: °*carryv ust}
2. Led uprﬁ*}m the banks. of the ] Jordan with the wild ¢
_to the mountainous and barren district between solitude all the mers dreadful. It was ‘A
Jericho and Jerusalem. The traditional pigce pathless desert., dusx wih horrid shades.”
called Quaranfanmia, from a Latin word Name some nthers who were led away by
neaning ‘* forty,” in reference to the time éf:{he Spint. ‘1 }\;?*a 1: 18; 2 Kings 2: 16;
ur Saviour's fast. Frf‘}m the analogy of Moses Ezek. 3: 14; Acts 5: 30.. Tobe tempteé-—
d Elij me think that Christ was led into He was led up for S‘sr} purjiose of being sub. -
he Arabid E’I{":\Ef.éiLiﬁai Of the S;}ir;tn— jected to temptation. %‘n was this? (1)

e was constrained by the Holy Spirit to go- The scene in Eden mus: be re.enacted with
<e says that he *"was full of the Holy Spirit,” a happier result.  The “‘second Adam ™ must
Mark that * ‘Thespiritdrivethhim. ™ While shew that he can stand where the first Adam
pray ‘‘ Lead us not inte fempiaazfm,’ we fell. 127 He nms pass ;hr%gh all human
ould never shrink from danger if the Spirit experiences with sin in order to be able to

us face it. When we meet tempration sympathize and help. Héb; 4:15. (37 Al
ile obeying the will of God we may be sure though the issue was not doubtful, yet he him-
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% {3 ;
e <* tempt ” literslly means.
Tgiaﬂugﬁseﬁmmkmgfihg m@éeef
Christ’s temptation. (1) It is a literal narra-
" tive of objective facts. Satan really appeared
ina visible and tangible form, and placed
‘Christ actually in the circumstances mentioned.
Of course it is admitted that the display of all
the kingdoms of the world Was not literal, but
it was rhetorical, witha suitable basis of reality
on which to build the word picture. 12) It
describes, in dramatic language. a real but in-
ternal experience.  Satan whispered his sug-
'gestmm; to the mpind of Jesus. . He was carned
in imagination to the pinnacle of the temple,
and in vision saw all the gmgdc ms of the
world. Both views are full of dithculues but
the first seems (o accord best with the unarti-
ficial stvle of the FEvangelisi
How could ary suggestiern of evil be a temp-
tation to Christ ? F%err- was nothi in hi
which responde:
answer !i‘ii

auihﬁf)*
into it ¢
oughly i} :
originated ir his pdgg
was not Etmpia e
but to do or get. what
obtain, by wrong mean:.
to trust God's providence.
wide empire, were not wre
things after the devi
been sin. This kind
one that could have be
o1 of success.

The devil — *° The Slarnderer.” that is

what the name means. He is the prince of
ok the form of a serpent

evil spints.  He t
when tew*’*tmg Eve. but we do not know
what form he assumed to Christ.  He could

not have o zm:falm h;: real nature from him.
““ The Chnistian i« ;t ne of the devil, as re-
vealed in the word f"ﬁé is. that he 1s a

::zeatef being of a rxghéz order than man. \%h@
has faller: awayv frem
related to sitas 10
igmamr (Johr ,
S4FV, accuser an d a :sﬁz;:
(Gen. 3; Rev. 12: N4 x; 15 30: John
14: 301: that he stands o the F\C*;t‘f‘ﬂ}u‘ in the
relation of a Lumghnrt‘ﬁ enemy Iohn 12: 3is
Rev. 12: g:; and 1z relation w0 the redeemed
as an enegny absoluiciv vincible (1 Pet. 5: ¥,
9; Jas. 4: 71:that he nevertheless cpontinues to
rage and persecute on earth 1Rev. 2: 105 3
9):and is finally relatec to universal heatheimwn
and the world. -as well as to apostate Judaism
as a patron, prince and father (John §: 445 14:
30; Eph. 2: 2:6: 11, 121: and that together
with everything anti-Chnstian, he shall be de-
livered up to eternal punishment.” (Butler.)
Fasted—Luke savs, ** he did eat n@thing."
Shewing that the fasting .was real, not ﬁgu
tive, and also that it was absclute. The ad d
ed words, ** forty nights,” also shew that the

or-

u'“v
o "T.
)
o
k]
.o
o
*
ﬂ

i ** Upborne and upholden above the common

3 1 Kin 9 8 Eﬁﬁd@ﬁﬁéﬁs
sorbed in his spiritual conflict to feel
He aﬁemards hungered (R. V. }—Luke
seems to say that the te ptation was going on
all this time. The three given in our lesson
may have been the three last and hardest.

needs of thefnimal life by the great tides of
spiritual gladness; in the strength of that recent

- baptism, in the solemn jov of that salutation
vand recognition from his Father, he found and

“John 1: 3: Ps. 33: . The stones were in the

“must submit to all human wants without any

° 18 ﬂadXEF,
er ¢f God's people

" Father's paternal love.
~eth him up—the verb xmphé\ taking him.

) this the second temptation. The order is &

felt no need these foxty davs.  As a shghter
incidert of the same kind, he forgets hunger
and thirst, or rather fecls them no more, by
the well p#Samarna. in the joy of winning a
lost soul (John 4: 31-34.0 7 (Trench.)

3. The tempter—the firstinstance of the
use «f 1 bik ward as rmamngﬁ ** one who Suhtl*
to sin,” a <ense whh E‘x 1t does not Have in the

33 iters. (Alfo ;’}hem.g 5. ifthou °

anrv :}UBEEY fu af e

decla
e ave jzt:* ri f*“ar* d g@\agr todo %‘m.
Cammand that these stones be made
bread—"' =peak. in order that these stones
mav become loaves,”  LExercise the creanve -
power by which vou mace all things at first.

::-hgpé of the loaves generally used in Pales-
tine. and looked not unlike them. The temp-  «
to use his mi raculr 15 power 1o
sausfy his personal wanis, and so shew dis-
trus: of his Father's care. Since he had
voluntarnly undertaken to become a man he’

other relief than other men have. He made
water into wine and fed thousands miraculously
but this was to relieve others, not himself.
Man shall sot live by bread alone —
Deut. 8: 3. Jesys repels the attack of Satan
in every case by the sword of the Spirit (Eph..
6: 17.) He speaks and acts from the stand-
point of his humanity all through the ordeal.
Man needs something more than food. He
needs an obedient and submissive heart. To
eat food obtained by wrong means is to Jie |
xpm tuailv: to starve rather than do wrongis
to live forever. But by every word—i. e ]
by cheerfully submitiing to every appointment
of God.  A'Sor’s duty 1s filial trust in hs

1I. TaHESEcoND TEMpTATION. B Tak;;

with him by constraint. - He is led by Satan’s
will, not bv his own choice. Luke makes

matter of little consequence. Satan may not
have been visible to others, or he may ha
seemed to them like a human companion, &
they travelled to Jerusalem and entered the



~ Bome while admitting that the fi tagfauméeé‘ﬁﬂm ond, w ]
was literal, insist E the second and third | sufficent loeal basis for the exhibition in glow-
must have taken the form of visions. But, as ing description, of the world-wide sove) ity
we do not feel any merit or demerit for what | which Satan offered.  All the k,n‘;
we do i our dreams, other than so far as it | doms of the world—This would have been
is taken to be indicative of radical traits of impossible in a literal sense. Some very high
character, so, the resistance to Satan’s tempta- | mountain is meant, from which the prospect
tions exhibited by Jesus when in such an ab- | would afford a suitable basis for an eloquent
normal physical condition as this theory sup- | description in words of the glories of temporal
poses, would have lacked the essential element | supremacy over them. Satan, as the Prince
of moral victory. He must have been in the | of this world, describes his empire. ‘“By an
full possession of his natural senses and con. angelical power he draws into one centre ideas
scious of his surroundings, or else he was not | from all the kingdoms and glories of the world,
tempted ‘*like as weare.” The holy city— ' and makes an admirable map of beauties, and
The Arabic name of Jerusalem 1s £/ A'uds, or | represents it to the eye of Jesus,” (Jeremy Tay-
‘“the Holy.” Neh. 11:71, 18; Isa. 48 :2; lor). If we suppose that there was any ‘‘ dia-
. 52:1; Dan.9:24 Matt. 27: 33:Rev. 11:: bolical phantasmagoria ™ ( Godet ) we attribute
- 2; 21: 2, also Matt. 5: 35. The pinnacle ' to Satan a power which scripture does not in-
. —lit. ““the little wing.” Some well known ' dicate that he possesses. We detract from
point, as the definite article implies.  Pro- the dignity of the scene when we introduce
bably the roof of ** Herod's Portico, ™" overlook- Sitan's magic. If all was represented miracul-
ing the Valley of Kedron at a height of 600 feet. ously to the eve of Jesus what need for ascend-
** If any one looked down from the top of the Ing a high mountain? It was combination of
battlements, or down both those altitudes, he sensible perception’ with rhetorical description.
would become giddy, while his sight could An actual exhibtion of what lay within the
not reach to the imfSeasurable depth.” (Jose- boundary of vision, and an enumeration of the
- _phus.)  Others suppose it to have been the . kingdoms which, in different directions, lay be-
roof of Solomon's porch on the east side. yond it, with a glowing representation of their
- James, our Lord’s brother, suffered martyrdom wealth and power (**and the glory of them )

would furnish &

*,
=

E

by being thrown from the ** pinnacle of the (Alexander) Luke adds “'in a moment of time,” .

temple,”’ " which does not mean that the view lasted for

B here was to put God's loving care to the test tus, " or exhibition of all together, so that the
j-  without good reason. It was a demand that " whole might be intellectually comprehendéd
E- he should make an unwarranted use of God’s i at ohce.
ious promises. There is nothing to sug- . . .
g tha? this was intended as “ga daﬁ}lngg‘ “ IQ -f?t!iéh?se tf?}'m;gjs “SH ! gwe the&—:
b - miracle of display ” to win over the people to ifv W1 0 o your ?n az; nit y o?édenem},
£ hisside. The temple is selected as being *‘ his | f} ou witl gl ve,me ; Onélia ac ngwk genent
Father's house,” where he might be more | ©f Superiority.” According to Luke, Satan
& _ easily tempted to presume on his Father’s pre- .

. & ! . soever he would. Heis the ““ruler of this
| sence and aid.  The first temptation was an- 'world” and can bestow many of its honors,

- swered by an expression of supreme trust in e . 5

- his Fathz’, in thPci second Satan invites him to ggg;g??@ié f:’&lgseihiy kg((}id‘of };\’;hri?g:t;

- shew how much he trusts his Father. He: X ) :

g - : : ‘ he came to obtain. The temptation here was
- 8ays, 1n effect, *“ If then, you are prepared 10" 1o oain hi Kined i iy

. o any length, even to starve, rather than dis- : *:Eteagg gf t}frougigx S_E Efagea:;lfghgf gsféfé*_itﬂﬂ

|- trust God, do what the promise of »God war- | use unlawful means to gain a right eni

| 120ts you in doing, see whether his angels will | gain a right end.

E-bear you up or not.” It is written—Ps, 91:; 10. Get thee hence—‘“Begone.” Satan

}13{12. Notice what words Satan leaves out. - —‘“ Adversary.” Thou shalt worship—

- 7. It is written again—i, e. ““on the: £ 13: 10: 20- © 14: 1 S .

f other hand.” Deut. 6: lgé, We can get the | Deu;é. 13: T0: 20; Josh. 24: 14: 1 Sam. 7.

- true meaning of a text onlyYhen we compare 3+ No success is .real that does not come

L &t with others. Thou shal not tempt—a through God’s blessing, and obedience to him.

F-sronger word than is used of Jesus in verse 1, Compare Jon 18: 36; Phil. 2: 6.8; Matt. 28:
#nd in the connection, it carries. with it the 18; Acts 10: 36

Mex of testing beyond legitimate bounds. ' ° e

~Thou shalt not dare the Lord thy God.”: 1. The devil leaveth him-—Jas. 4.9,

es). We must not expect that God will . Luke adds ‘“for a season,” he came back

tect us if we rush into dangers unnecessari- | . K o )
The words also contain a rebuke to Satan ; BgAID. Luke 22: 53; John 14: 40. Angels

tempting Christ, who was God. | came—and supplied him with food and com.

II. THE THIRD TEMPTATION, 8. Angfﬂft- Compare 1 Kings 19: 5; Heb. 1: 14,
eding high mountain— We are not | Read Jas. 1: 12,

asserted his right to give these things to whom. -

- 8. Cast thyself down-—The temptation a moment only, but that it wasa ‘“ conspec-—

LY




( . - By Mx. Davip FoTHERINGHAM, Torohto, M 7

The wilderness and its temptations. What a strange introduction fiis scems to our :

ablic ministry. To-day publicly recognizing God’s claims and ordibances; to-day receiving
in fullness the priceless gift of the Holy Spirit; and to-day carried away from holy society that
could comfort and sustain into the solitude of a wilderness, into a hand to hand conflict with
-the mightiest and most relentless foe of our race, of the Master himself. Yet equipped with
God's word and Spirit and fully consecrated the victory was sure. .

Foul thousand years before the first Adam was laid low by an attack through his appetite,
sinless in itself, but gratified in a sinful way, the second Adam repelled a similar temptation
by appealing to the divine law that man must live in God’s appointed way and not by mis-
trusting or forestalling it. Baffled here Satan suggests an easy way for thg Messiah to estdb-
lish his reputation as such before Israel and at the same time to secure a token that he isin- -

* deed under the divine care by casting himself down from a dizzy height. This uncalled for, =]
tempting of Providence was instantly rejected. ** It is written thou shalt not tempt the Lord =
thy God” flashed from the sword of the Spirit and the temptation fell harmless at the
Saviour’s feet. A ‘ i

The third temptation was an appeal to ambition, lawful in itself, but suggesting an unholy

alliance with the ruler of the darkness of this world and for a worldly dominion instead of a
sFiritual apd enduring kingdom. With a mighty mdignation at Satan’s unblushing but daz-
zling effrontery Jesus cries **avaunt’ and hurls back the temptation with the victorious word -
¢ Thou shalt worship the Lord thv God and him alone shalt thou serve.” ‘

1. “The disciple must be as his Lc%d in service and tnial.

g

2. Great privilege is attended by great trial.
3. Satan skillfully adapts his temptations to the peculiar conditions of the tempted.
" 4 We must meet them with God-given weapons—his Spirit and Word.

>

BLACKBOARD.
1. Temptation succeeds thramgh weak flesh, weak faith, fake ambition.
II. Temptation is overcome through God's Scriptures, Spirit, Strength.

Ten Minutes Normal Drill

Based on the text-book, ** The Sabbath Schaol Teacher’s Handbook; or, The Principles and
. Practice of Teaching. with special referenceto the Sabbath School,” and prepared by Prind-
pal Kirkland of the Toronto Normal School. .

THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THE IDEAL SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER.

i

: ( Continued. )

\IIL. The Sabbath School Teacher should possess an agreeable manner and!
cheerful disposition.—To many a pupil his teacher is the representative - and embodiment ¢
what a Christian ought to be, and if that teacher is of a fault-finding, sad and whining di pos
tion, the pupil will naturally think that Christianity is not that joyous and beautiful thi
it is represented to be.

IX. Earnestness is a powerful factor in making a successful Sabbath
Teacher.—If we wish to impress others, one of the first requisites is to be ourselves im
That which wé know and greatly care abowt we very soon I®arn to impart, but that which
know and do ot care about we will soon oease to know at all. We must feel deeply
we wish others to feel. e

X. And lastly Hopefulness is by no means the least Important of the cha
istics of the Sabbath Schoo! Teacher.—The teather should remember that he is
God’s work, and that God has never proved unfaithful, but has always owned and b
every work done for him. The blessing may not always come when and in the man
expect, bat that it will come there is no doubt. -

Read pages 33, 38 of the Text Book.



