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THE -

GAMRISTIAL BARIER.

¢ If any man epeak, let him speak as the oracles of God.*
“This is love, thue we walk after his con}mandmekm"

YOL. VI COBOURG, AUGUST, 1854. NOS.,

DEACONS—ELDERS—EVANGELIRTS.

AzrticLe Tuirp.

Befors enterimg farther into the detailsof duty rightfully apper-
taining to the eiders of Christian Churches, let us caudidly hear bro-
ther Sillars again :—

Dear Brotuer OriraaNnt :—Iam glad that you admit (page 136,
present volume) that my article published in November as a whole is
most excellent. I see however from your remarks on my answers
to your two queries, pages 133 and 139, that you are not quite satis-
fied. I think I understand you, But I could bave wished that you
had defined the d'ffurence between us more clearly, as I think some
of the readers of the Clristian Banner, especially those who may not
have seen last year's volume, may be at u loss to know wherein we
diffar. My intention in taking up my pen at present, is not so much
to oppose what you have said, fer your remarks are very modest, as to
show my views more clearly, as sume of your remarks seem to be o
tended to prove what I never deni-d.

1t has been szid that the loh s of 2 wan wholly devoted to study
and teaching is as necessary inevery numerous church as the labors
of a schoplmaster. See “ Tue Christian,” vel 4 No, It :—T quote
from memory. As noattempt was wade 1o prove the above assertion
from scripture, and, as my expericnce whilst amoug the Scoteh Bap-

tists seemed to contradict it, I was lead tu suspect its accuracy. I
examined the subject with some care, and she result of my inquiries
was, that the above assertion requircd proof We know that ifa

schrolmaster is not employed in 2 commun’ty, that at least most of the

' ;5&1!:5 generation will grow up_in ijnciance of the common branch-

1 es of education. Now, if the abive assertion bs correct, all those

J who do uot enjoy the labors of u man wholly devoted to_study and.

1! ‘teaching, will be as ignorant ab at religion as the childgh ‘e l_'t;itnte

;i of a scheolmzaster are of the cciu nou branches of cduoatibﬁ’(ﬂiﬁ!il Te-
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200 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER,

proaching us also with ignorance, as we never had the benefit of a
man wholly deveted to study and teaching.) Now, brother, O., 1
have been surrounded since ever I was born by people who mtendcd
! the teaching of men whohad no ether employment (in appearance)
but study and teaching. I have found the people who attend the
teaching of such men, generally ignorant about religion,—while these
who attepded to teaching aund exhorting one another, and who regu.
larly labour for their daily bread, were well informed in the serip-
tures. I was ten years among the Scotch Baptists—1 was acquain.
ted with the circumstances of many of their churches. I knew by face
and name all the teachers (and they were morc than a few) of a
church numbering 3t least 25¢ members : but I never kaew any man
amongst these people (if stationary in one place) but what labored reg-
ularly at some calling for his own support, uuless disabled. Yet I
never met with any people, any where, as well informed in seripture
! knowledge as the Seotch Baptists ; and in cenfirmation of this I ap-
! peal to two respectable wituesses, Elder J. Stevensen, of Prinee Ed-

tian Banner. This however only by the way.

But the question is, What do the scriptures teach on this point?
Do the seriptures teach that the labors of a man whelly devotod o
study and teaching is as necessary in cvery numerous churcel as the
labours of the schoolinaster in a ecommunity 2 If so, let the preof
be produced that we may examine it. In my article of November I
selected the church at Ephesus: I fovnd it to be numerous; sur-
rounded with cuemies without and alse eremies witlin, (tiis scemed

man being in the church at Tiphesus when Paul took kis farewell of .
them, Acts xx, neither any orders to previde such a person.  Trom
this I drew the conclusion that there was no such person ut Ilphesus
at that time, otherwise Paul weuld have sent for Lim to give him a
spacial charge ; and as I could find no erder or eomwmand to look out
for such a person under such eircumstances, I concluded that such a

that article that Paul eommitted the care of the church at Bphesus
to the elders, both as regarded watching and teaching. T appealed
for proof of thisto Iaul’s furewell charge as reeurded i Acts
Xx, t0 wlnch I still refer the judicious reader.

But althouch the elders are by office constituted teachers and

. cy s b
person was not necessary in ever) numerous chuich, I also said in

ward Island, and Elder J. Murray, of Cambridge, Ohio—men who !
were well acquainted with the Scotch Baptists, and who are now ap-
proaching four scoure years of age and beth veaders of the Chris ¢

te demand extra labor.) Isaid that I cocld find no proof of such a .

|

watchers over their respuct.we flocks, the whole body of the raembers J
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of Christian churches are bound to watch over one another and teach,

exhort, and edify one another as ability and oppertunity may offer.

i We do not need now the apostle Paul personally tosend for our eld-
. ers to give them a charge, neither write a long letter to us, for we

have the letter he sent to the church at Ephesus, and also the charge

. be gave to the elders of that church; moreover we have 20 other

epistles sent to churches and individuals ; we have also the sayiogs

" and doings as recorded by the four Evangelists ; we have the book of

the Acts, where we have recorded not only the manner the apostles
fulfilled their commission, but also the formation of the first Chris.
tian churches, and the materials of which they were cowmposed ; we

i have the book of Revelation containing many solemn warnings and ex-

hortatiens ; we have Moses and the Prophets. all teaching us. Now
my dear brother, we—Secotch Baptists—in all oar meetings give a
pre-enzinence to these divine teachers by reading their writings (the
seriptures of the Old and New Testameuts,) in large portions, and we

" generally give these teachers an opportunity to speak even before

- preaching, although at study most of the time.

elders and brethren ; moreover we consider it a part of the duty of
our clders to see that these divine teachers be permitted to speak in
our churches, and also to call forth the talents of the brethren into
exercise ; and we believe these thiugs to be in accordance with divine
truth; and we think that even common sense might teach that a
plurality of elders reading the seriptures in large portions, and call-
ing htto cxereise the gifts of the brethren, must im the very nature
of things be better culculated to iustract the people in religious
knowledge than listening to one man engaged ail the thwme in text

In my article of November, page 288, vol{7, I enumerated five evils

" naturally and neccssarily produced by devoting a man wholly to
. study and teaching, while remaining in one locality. I now appeal
" again if these evils are not true ; and I ask if each of them does not

involve the laying aside of an important seripture principle. At the

" conclusion of my article of Nov. I remarked that what I said‘wasin-

tended for general cases and circumstances—that peculiar cases and
circumstances might arise calling fora differeat treatment from what
I had reasoned, but thata little commou scnse would generally be

- sufficient to govern in such cases.

I would not be understood to be opposed to talented men, mighty
in the scriptures, while engaged in preaching the gospel, spending a

" portion of their time among the churches. Such visits are in my

* opinion caleulated to help them much who have believed through

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. “a01
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- Thun be might teach Limself to the co.)gxe sation—uut his Lord-—

grace ; and such men being at least at sometimes without a eertain
place of abode, cannot, while moving about, labour for their own sup-
port, and it is the duty of the churohes to do what they can for the
support of such men ; ¢o-operation among the churches seems to be a
prudent and scriptural scheme for the support of such teachers.—
Now if there be any farther controverting on this subject, let the
grouad of difference be clearly stated that we may understand one
another. As I am now in the 70th year of my age I need a clear
path before me, and if I still retain errors I want to get clear of them
28 s00n as possible.
I remain your affectionate brother in the Lord,
Javes Suars. |

River John, N. 8., June 91h, 1854.

We must allow the preceding—with all its good common sense and
its good scriptural sense—to have its full weight without attempting
to subtract one iota frem it, until we pass into another chapter
wherein we shall treat of the position and obligations of evangelists?
and even'then we shall gently touch only one item—merc by way of |
inquiry than dogmatic tenacity. !
There is no work in the world but what dewands a workman adapt- 1
ed toit; and so it comes to passthat the Lord has a work in every
congregation which he requires to be done by workmen fitted to per.
form it. He has laid out the work and described the workmen.
Those master builders, the apostles, who understood by inspiratien '
every lesson that heaven designea men to learn, have shown the ;
work and given us the spiritual likeness of those who are to do it.— ]
The part to be performed by elders o: overseers, and what theso !
overseers shall or should be, are clearly and foreibly indictated by ‘
three simple words—Teach, Watch, Rule ; or, if any ome prefer the |
terms, Feed, Guard. Guide. Teaching, watching, and ruling form
the:work that the congregation needs—hence he who can teach,
watch, and rule well isable and fit to take part-in this work.

Bat wherever we discover these combined gif:s we likewise find an
underlay of precious clements of character. A good iensher, a good
watcher, a good ruler, in the Christian sense of thesc terms, b
qual\ﬁoatlons both mental and religious of a superior mould. Au
impatient man, for example, couldnot be a good teacher aud ruler:’
Aforhe would at any memens be liable to throw hiwself from the!
Christian stand-point by the sheor furce of overbsiling animalisa.,

- ——— LT T T T
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Hence patience. that moral jewel, is one of the sweet and suitable
quslities of a brother to be selected asan overseer.—Patience, lot it
be ohserved, is net the entire absence of the workings of anger, for

| anger has its place and may be usefully employed, to the honor of re-
ligien and the glory of rcligion’s Lord; but Paul, who knew whereof :

he affirmed, happily describes the man of patience when he says that
he is ¢ Not soon angry.” True, patience among elders is scarcely
amodern virtue. With what telegraphic speed do some elders now.
a-days become angry. Too smart to be patient, they frequently
seize a logical or theological club and knock a brother down before
either merey or judgment has time to say a word or* offer a reason !

All such officials ought to be cashiered and sent to the feet of Jesus |

to learn lessons of meekness preparatory to learning patience.

And no one can respect 8 member of the church as an overseer
who is greedy of gain—a small, penurious,! nut-sosled person whe :
fears that his shadew is toe large for him as he walks in broad day. |

light. Weecan never associate what is Saviour-like with sueh a man,

and had the gospel creed said to us, ‘Lowe your elders who are close- |

fisted, greedy, and weagre-souled,’ an injunction would have been
given which no man on earth could practically henor. The ambition
and penuriousnass which induce a man to love lucre, will eperate in
a multiplicity of ways to unfit him fer the oversight of the Lord's

| people ; for, in the first place, when any one leves riches, every other

desire is subordinate to the desire to amass wealth—hence there will
not be sufficient interest in the mind of such a man o attend to the
things of the ‘Great Master; but again, he will never afford the requis-
ite time to gather up the rich treasures of the Bible to distribute
among the flock ; and, more than all, ten chances te one if he will
not produce the impression throughout the cemmunity that he makes
his prefession and his office minister to his purse—thus bringing »
fearful reproach upon the divine cause. Hence the Holy Spirit,
speaking by Paul, has directed that one negative and one positive
trait of charaeter shall be found in the overseer, most effectually pre-
venting the results abeve named. What say you Paul? The apos.
tle replies, ‘I direct that the brother chosen to be an overseer
shall be known as a man “Not greedy of gain,” and also krown te be
hospitable. .

But Paul —what do you mean 2—do you mean that & man who is

an overseer shall not be known to cheat orsteal ? ¢ I mean no such |

thing,’ Paul responds ; “ youknow the faver of eur Lord, who, though
rich, fer our sakes becsme poor, that we through his proverty might be

T
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made rich;” and the overseer is to have thislibsral and self-spend.
ing spirit, so that the Chief Skepherd may be honored and somewhat
represented by the shepherds he appoints. over his flock.

But the portrait of an overseer or elder is drawn by Paal’s own
master hand ; and ho represents him.in full—just as he ought to be
—in the following manuer :—

As it respects his position socially orin the domestic circle—he
is to have, not a plurality of wives, but, like Adam in the garden, one
wife ; he is to be given to-hospitality : and he is to rule well his own
household. A brawling; untamed, rude family must always indicate
that the father is an incompetent man for an elder, however pious
and zealous he maybe. In his commercial or business pesition, it is
requisite that he show no tendency to covetousness, not even a mark-
ed desire for this world’s gain. Concerning intellectual qualifica-
tiens, he must have the mental eye that is vigilant; and he must
likewise be apt to teach, which indicates both ability and readiness
to teach. As relates tomaturity of profession, he is to be of good
behaviour, and nota recent convert. Respecting natural desposi-
tion and daily habit, he is to be a man of patience, and a temperance
man both in eating and drinking ; and so prudent and consistent that
even his neighbours who are not brethren will speak of his character
favorably. Such is the spiritual, moral, intellectual, and social like.
ness of a brother who may be lawfully ncminated. elected, and
ordained to work in that sphere we call the elder’s office.

Among many prominent defects, one of the most prominent that
we have noticed in relation to the office of overscer, is, the meagre
portion of time allotted both to learning the duties of the office and
fullfilling these duties. Jtindicates either a grand lack of the true
knowledge of christianity, oran utter recklessness not to be account-
ed for, to see a man accep? the office of overseer and then never do
a thing exeept perhaps now and again say a few words at the close of
a meeting on Lord’s day. Isan overseer in some measure Jike o
shepherd—like a father—like a loving ruler ?  And what wontld we
give for a. shephard of our sheep, who, while wolves were prowling,

and tliieves increasing, and pasture not over plenty, would let the |

flock from day to day take ocare of itself, and he meantime away to
“ prove a yoke of oxen” or to-examine ¢ a-piese of ground” that he
had bought 2 Would we call or account him a shepherd ? Would
we pay him his wages'if he asked them? And let a father pay as
little attention in previding for and loeking after his family as our
elders their congregations, and what will be his worth in our esteem,

T
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or how will he be estimated by the community ! And let a gevernor
employ his time otherwise than among his subjects, and attend to
his own interests and not to the interests of the people over whom he
professedly has an overseeing eare,—and what character do we give
him ?

In our travels through some fiftcen states, and in our intercourse
with the clmrches in Western Canada, we have met with few, very
few Christian elders measuring them by a standard not teo high :—
for we do not look for the same attainments in overseers of congre.
gations not very old as in overscers of congregations more aged and
established. It would not be fair to unchristianize an ordinary mem-
ber because he had faults and blemishes, neither would it be con-
sistent toaffirm that a man is not an clder because he is not perfect.
But with all due allowance for fraiities and imperfections, we are
contrained to assert t hat we bave found fewscriptural elders. And
what shall be said of those called by this hallowed name, who, instead
of growing riper, richer, and lovelier in the things of the Lord Jesus,
actually advanee backward, and become more worldly and less
heavenly 2—more churlish, careless, and spiritless 2—more peevish,
conceited, cold and fermal 2—Jove the Lord’s truth less and human
honor and human policy more ? Yes, and if model men—teachers,

watchers, guides—be of this stamp, what must be the character of the |

congregations 2 But blessed be the Lord of favor, there were a few
names even in Sardis, and there are a few elders in this nineteenth
century who know and love,and  faithfully perform their obligations
before God andtheir bretbren, . D. O.

DR. DUFF IN THE ASSEMBLY, EDINBURGH.

A copy of the New York Spectator is before us, containing a report
of the speech of Doctor Duff before the Assembly at Edinburgh,
Scotland, after his tour to America. His address was long and
strong, and the report of it occupies over five closely printed col-
umus of the Speetator. But we must honor the doctor and his
speech by inscribing on the pages of the Christian Banner a few
paragraphs. This we do the more cheerfully for the benefit of read-
ers abroad, as there are most erroneous impressions relative to Canada
West, of which the doetor speaks. Qur country is very generally

yet most unfairly associated in the minds of millions with Canada-

East—a country where snow abounds and pepery prevails. There
is as much difference between Canada Hast and Canada West as

between Ireland and Scotland—in eclimate, language, nationality,

——
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" must now, however, pass into Canada ; and, late as is the hour, must

¢ certainly awoke from a dream 2 What ! is this Canada West? It !’
i was associated far more in my mind with untilled forests, and all |

‘ing parts of the British dominions in every respect, with reference

|
religion, social kabits, euterprize, education, everything. Perbaps too ti
we have a little prejudice infavor of the doctor's address, because [i
delivered not far from our native town. Hesays— f
!

[D. 0]

As regards the Eastern States, they are, I say. after all, a great
branch of our Aglo-Saxon race,—not like the old stream, which, after |
ages of gathering and tossing, is now comparatively quiescent, and
relling on with a majestic sweep ; but rather the same mighty stream
in the rapide. And then, rushing with impetuosity. Westward,
and reaching the summits of the Alleghany mountains, down it
comes tumbling over into the valley of the Missis<inpi.like a mighty |,
cataract, stirring humanities,—destined thus for sowe time to be toss |;
ed to an¢ fro,amid reeking vapors and surging biilows, tiil all that '
is foul and peruicious is precipitated to the bottom ;and eut it will
flow in due time, 2 noble stream, diffusing the verdue and fertility of
truth, and gooduess, and righteousness, uato future ages of time. I

say a word or two upon it, however brief. I confess, before going
there, I did not adequately understand the nature of the country,
though I had read a good deal about it.

When passing from Detroit, for instance,eastward to West Canada
and coming suddenly upon a city ealled Lendon. I thought I had

t
'

kinds of wild beasts. Passing along these, burst upon me one of those }!
noble viaws which, in the course of the jeurney, are to be scen of |!
this city. I said, What is this? TLondon was the reply ! Itis eer-
tainly not so big asthe old London ; but really it is a striking and |
noble looking eity, with 10,000 inhabitants. It is really most extra- i
ordinary to find such & city in the midst of what was the bush ; and,
what is better still, T subsequeutly found its inhabitauts a noble Chris-
tian people ; but this is not all, for there are others which ecoma upon
you. For example, amilton, on Lake “Ouatario, with a population
cqual to that of Perth, though only about twenty years ago it had
euly a few huts. It isas fine a looking city as the Fair city itself,
and is surrounded with noble hills and lakes. Then you come to Tor-
onto, Cobeurg. Kingston Montreal, and other cities—in short, you are
completely taken by surprise by the maguificent succession of grow-
ing cities, with their fine public edifices, and bustling, commercial
activities that burst upon the view on all hands.

After paying a high compliment to a werk published by Mr. Lillie,
on the growth and prosperity of Canada, as throwing more light upon
Canada than a thousaund other volumes which had been written on the
subject, and earnestly rccommending that it should be re-published
have. for the instruetion of our countrymen, the Doctor said, that
there was not a nebler territory than this out of Great Britain and
the United States, and that Canada West was one of the most promis-

to its eapabilities and resourees, as well as the secial comforts, Chris- kl

v
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tian character, and rapidly expanding intelligence and energies of its
inhabitants. It is eolonized mainly by British people, with free im-
stitutions, of which they have proved themselves in every way
worthy. Iis growth under every aspect, has besn proportionslly as
rapid as that of the United States, and that is unprecedented in the
previous history of the world. Educatian, as well ag agriculture, com-
merce, and everything slse bearing en the improvement of man, are

making vast progress ; znd that beiag so, let us as a Charch cspecially
cherish it.

get out three Preabyteriaw ministers. In many parts they have
olready enough of meney, a4 soon will havein all ; and their ouly
want will be that of men althearh they will not long bave even that
want. Let us cherish that Kno.'s College of Toronte. 1t is des-
tined to be a noble institutien :—indead it is so already. They have
afine set of students there under Dr. Willis and his colleagues, of
admirable spirit ; and they go outin the Summer months and act
the pait of missionaric.amongst the settlers. One is delighted to
meet with such fine young men.  Let us, I repeat, cherish that col-
loge. 1t is worthy ef being cherished. and in a few years yoy will
find you will be saved all trouble in sending out men and money to
Carada ; nay, the probability is that you will find by and by that your
favoura and liberalities will be returned to you a hundred fold by a
grateful people.

In Eastor Lower Canada, Popery, asis well known, prevails,
though it abounds in Montreal, and elsewhere, with thousands of as
neble Protestants as the world contains. Had there been time, I
would have availed myself of this eppertunity for making a reference
to seme of the Protestant missionary societies in that province. I
meant to have said a word, for example, upon the French Canadian
Society, a thorouglly evangelictic and Catholic institution, whose
agentslabored among the Roman Catholies,and whose eonstitution
was of the most catholie character, so that all could unite in its labors
It was a society eminently worthy of being supperted. Onthe south
side of the town at Gran< Ligne, there is another mission, which -is
under the infiuence of another denomination. Perhaps our Popish
committees eould not do better han put themselves in communication
with the noble men and agents cenneeted with these societies, and
thus let us riddle ourselves into one another—and become an empire
not only in name, but in action and in brotherly love.

hearted men. What a fine specimen have wo, fer example,-in Dr.
Burns, of Toronto—a man whe has mere energy about him than
many half-a-dozen young men. He js possessed of the utmost musen-
lar energy and brain energy, and never seems exhausted ; and prox-
imity to him would put any hundred idlers quite in motion, His
work yonder has been great. I lament that time and stresgth will
not allew me to eularge on this important theme, but ethers will, I
trust, present themselves ; and the republication of Mr. Lillie's work
will accomplish much of what I had intended to have done. Ouly I
cannot close without eaying, that the cerdiality with which my visit

They have already, I vadurstoed when there, sent home money to’

The men whe have gone from this country to Canada are noble- |

*
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was received by Christians of all evangelic denominations was only a |
seeond edition of that experienced in the United States; the enthus- !
iasm of our public meetings the same ; whiie there was a spontane- |’
ous manifestation of liberalty toward our mission. The Lord has [;
great things yet in storo for Canada. Returning once more to the |
United States, there isone thingin connection with them, and with ¥
my visit to thea, to which T would like to refer, as of exeeeding im- *
portance to the cause of Christ. ) i

On the occasion of my first meetings in Philadelphia and New
York, the idea originated with some of the noble-minded men with ™
whom I was brought into contact, of having a missionary convention, 'i
consisting of individuals interested in all enterprises for the advance.
ment of the cause of Christ, for the purpose of discussing practically
all missionary questions. Although the being present at the eonven- 'l
tion would preventme from visiting Nova Scotia and New Bruns- "
wick,—places which I was mest anxious to visit—yet, as this propos- -
ed meeting was the first of the kind that had been held in the states, ,
although it will not be the last, I felt that I could not be absent.
Well, then, nearly 300 ministers from all the evangelical denomina.
tions were present. Two days, viz: 4th and 5th of May, with two .
sederunts each dzay, were spent in discussing the subjeet for which
ke had eonvened. I would to God we could transpiant the spirit of :
that meeting into all meetings of Christians. All met at first in a
spirit of trepidation and misgiving, as nobody expected full har- |
m|mony. ) T
But when these men of all 4zes and denomiuations came together
and began to speak of Christ’s work,—the work of the evangelization '
of the nations,—it was astonishing what a spivit of love, which really !
was latent all the while, sprung forvard in vivid manifestation among |
all. "One vencrable man at the close of the last meecting said, 1 |
never expected to see the like of this. To mymindds is™a dawning |,
of the Millenninin. I am old, and tottering to the grave; but if .
such a meeting takes place next year, as I hope will be the case, I |
shall be there, suppose I should be carried.” And so every one |
felt. Many of the questions we did not undertaZe, from want of |
time. All spoke freely as Christian freemen. Differences of judg- .
ment on various points there: were: but these were expressed in |
such a tender, loving spirit, that many had their jhdgments rectified,. .
or enlarged, or confirmed. EBach topic being fully discussed, in the |
end there was a deliverance, upon whieh all the 300 unanimously con- |
curred:

The meeting was so blessed. that every onc said,—“We must
have a meeting of the same kind next year—why should wenotall be
at one in facing a common enemy?” And so it was resolved that a
similar meeting, with a similar- objeet, should be held at New York
in May next year. Oue other subject before I conclude. It was
with something like fear and trembling that, at the outset of my
visitation, allusion was made to the existing stateof feeling between
that country and our own. I know there had been sores and exas-
perationsen both sides, and it is there asit is in this country. Ihold
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that the predominapt element yonder is a noble Christisn clement
and is every year becoming more so. And we knew that it is the
predominant element in Great Britain too. Surely should not « like
draw like ?”
The doctor’s closing paragraph is too rich to be omitted :-—
Letus then arise, with one heart and one soul, and in union with

- the whole Christian men in  America, in Canada, in Eagland, in

. Geneva,and the Continent ; let us pray that we may be melted and

fused into one living, burning, glowing mass,and go forth as ¢ Je-

hoval.’s sacramental host,” carrying the standard of the Great Mes-
siah frem one battle-field to another, and unfurling his glorious ban-

- nerin the assurance that the standard shall not be taken down
. again, nov the banner of victory furled, untilitis feund waving upon

y
14

thecitadel of the last of the rebel nations 'mow prostrate at His
feet. Ah, then,let usnor only pray, Lut labor with intense, allcon-
suming devetedness for the speedy coming of the time when

One seng employs all nations ; andall cry,
Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us,
The dwellers in the vales and en the rocks
Shout to each other; and he mountaing’ tops,
From diflerent mountains, catch the flving jo¥s;
‘Till nation arter nation taught the strain.—
Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round.
—Amen, Lerd Jesus, come speedily, amen and amen.

SECTARIANISM AND THE WORLD’S CONVERSIOX.

Seetarism prevents the world’s conversion to christianity, by expend-
ing the means and labor which the church ought to employ. for that
purpose in spreading the ron-essential theories of different sects. 1If
all the people in the world werc converted to thePresbyterian religion,
the Methodist sect, to be censistent would be cempelled to convert it
over again to Wesleyanism, and the Baptist in turn to Baptistism,
and so each sect must traverse the whole field of society, one after
another, instead of having one Chureh to conguer for Christ only.
To build parallel canals through the same valley, or parallel roads
within a few feet of each other, or half a dozen parallel lines of fence,
along one line of a man’s farm, would be a foolish waste. Especial-
ly wouid this be true, if the canals or roads, or fences, differed in noth-
ing essential, being varied in style only. But thisis exactly anala-
gous to what the sects are doing in religion. Four canals where one
can de all the bnsiness, is not so foolish, as f:ur 'meeting houses
where one will hold all the people. Four school masters in a place
where one could do all the work, would be not only useless, but a
positive evil. And why are not four preachers, were ene can reach
much better all the people, a burden not to be borne. Men would
not commit this great folly in reference to any thing else except reli-
gion—The school masters cannet make the world believe that it is
necessary to support four times as many of them as it needs. Preach-
ers oaly aré able thus to befool the world, and saddle themselves
upon society. It would be impossible to make a sane man believe it
best to hire four plow-men, to follow each other essentially the same
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furrow over his whole farm, while one would do the plowing much bet-
ter especially if the four quarrelled so much as rot to do the work
ofone. Butthe difference between the furrow cut by the religious
plow in tie hands of ti:e four sects, is no way essential, only for the
support of the quarrelling plowmen. It'is a very patient public
which pays for all this folly.— Christian and Citizen.

ReMaRES.

The above short and pithe article from the “ Christian and Citizen,”
though somewhat unique in style and imagery, is, nevertheless, a well
drawn picture of one particular aspect of sectarism, a cogent argu-
ment against the foolish, and worse than useless expenditure of time,
talent and money, for the support of party tencts; and one which, in

my humble opinion, the advocates of sectarian theories will find diffi- };

cult to answer.

The writer of this sketch calls the peculiarities which distinguish |

onc sect from another “ non-essential theories.” This is right—
right in reason-—right in revelation, and right by universal concession;
for there is not a sect in protestant Clristendom but will acknowledgze
the Christianity of other sects. Indecd, so common is it for scetar-
ians of every denomination to award to other protestant scets the
same right to the epithet Christian which they claim for themselves,
that the man or woman who presumes to call it in question is at once
charged with being ¢ uncharitable.”

Thus we sce that all the religious denominations are by sectarians i
regarded as Christians. Thisisa point universally acknowledged. |

But what does this universal eoncession amount to but & bona fide
acknowledgment on the part of every seetarian that their denomina-
tional peculiarities—that is—the Zh2ngs in  their respective system

which distinguish them from each other, and which make parties of !

them, are non-essential?

Whether sectarian religionists make this concession intentionally, |

whieh, by the way, is so fatal to the consistency of their practice ia

keeping up these party walls, or whether they do it inadvertently, isa |

question not now to be answered, but eertain it is that whenever they
do admit that there are Christians in all parties, whether they intend
it or not, they concede at once that the distinguishing peculiarities of
any one scct are not essential to Christianity. For examplo:

When a Presbyterian admits that-a Methodist is a Christian, he
acknowledges that a man can be a Christian without being a Presby-
terian, and hence, that the peculiarities of Presbyterianism are not
essential to Christianity ; and vice versa—When a Methodist admits
that a Presbyterian is a Christian he acknowledges thata man ean.

:
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i bea Christian without being a Methodist, and per censequence, the
* distinguishing peculiarities of Metkodism are not essential to Chris-
tianity. So with the Episcopalians and Congregationalists. Let
an Episcepalian acknowledge the Christianity of a Congregationalist
and he is logically compelled to acknewledge, also, non-essentiality
of those peculiar tenets called Episcopalianism, forasmuch as man
can be a Christian without them. On the other hand : Let the Con-
gregationalist grant that his brother Episcopalian is & genuine Chris-
tian, and what argument has he left by which to support the essenti.
ality of those peculiar and distinguishing tenets known as Congrega-
tionalism, which are not essential to Christianity, but, on the centrary,
a positive evil, inasmuch as they erect & party wall between those who
acknowledge each other.as Christians.

L IIWTIT LT

Now, if these party walls which divide Christendom into several
hundred conflicting sects, and which alienate the affections of these
whe profess te be followera of that Jesus who prayed that his people
might be one, are built up of non-cssentials, and we have shown by
their own universal admission that they are, is it not the indispensa-
ble duty of every sect to break down these party walls assoon as poss-
ible? Does net the honor of that cause for which the Saviour spil
his bleod demand it ? Does not the present condition of the uncon-
verted world call loudly for it ?

-

Candid reader ! Isit mota truth that these non-essential sectar-
ian peeuliaritics constitute the wost fermidable barrier to the world's
conversion ¢ The world with eagle-eye is looking en, and scrutiniz-
ing the conduct of those who profess Christianity ; and what, think
you, will be their opinion of that religion, which, instead of umtmg
and cementing all of its professors in one grand body, animated by
one spirit, having the one Lord, the one faith, and the one baptism,
divides them into hundreds of sects and parties, which in many in-
stances have no more affinity for each other than had the Jews and
Samaritans in the time of Christ? WVill they not say, we do not
want such a religion as this? A religion which alienates men'’s
affections from each other——which ereates hostile pirties that are con-
stantly warring and contending—no—we do not want such a reli-
gion—if you have nothing better to offer us, we will stay where we
are.

Do you not see, my honest sectarian friend, that this state of
things has brought Christianity into disrepute—that it has dishonor-
edand degraded that holy religion for which the Lord of Glory died,
and oh !—shall I say it 2—yes,—and say the truth tos, it has render-

o
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ed it odious and contemptible in the eyes of the unbelioving world |

—it has made inddels—yes,—as strange as this may appear to some |
it has made infidels ; and whether you belicve it or not the world |
never will be converted to Christianity till these sectarian peculiari- !
ties are thrown away, and all who profess the holy religion of Jesus ',
are onc as they were in primitive times. Then—and only then will |;
the last yearning prayer of the Saviour be realized : I

Neither pray I for these alone, but for all those whe shall believe |
on ..e through their word: That they may be one, as thou Father |
art in me and I in thee, that they may be onc inus: That the
world may believe that thou hast sent me. Jno. xvii. 20.21.

W. W. C
Avburn.

—————

MR. WALKER AGAIN. -'

Mr. D. Ouipnaxt :—Dear Sie :—I thank you kindly for the g
extra No. of the_Christian Banner you sent me. In reading yourre: -
ply to myletter I am sorry to find that we are rather diverging
than converging. You charge me with making distinctions in the
facts of divine truth;and I must charge you with confoul{(l}llg i
things which differ, and for narrowing the point of seripture vision
—in_order to build up your ecelesiastical distinction. You seem to -
be wise as a serpent. ~ You know that as long as you can keep the
fasts of truth in one bundle that your wall is safe—What are facts
without the principles of love and charity ? What are the fagots -
witheut the cord?  What is ferm without power? ¢“Now abideth :
faith, hope, charity ; these three, but the greatest of these is chari-
t)'."

1. You charge me with separating the kingdom of Christ and
the body of Christ. viewing his subjects and bis members as twe .
sorts of people. Jesus likens the kingdomw of heaven to wheat .und i
tares sowed in-a field, Matt. xiii. 24—30. Again, to a net cast into
the sea, and gathered of every kind. And answering that inquiry
of Peter. How often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive
him ?—TI say not till seven times but until seventy times seven. In
these parables and others.our Lord uses the term kingdom of heaven.
Iu his explanation of the first, weread, *The son of Man shail
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all
things that offend, and them that do iniquity;” and in those of the
netand the ten virgins, we find different qualites. Where Christ
makes distinctions so ought we. It is said of the Jews, they are not
all Israel whoare of Israel; yet Jehovah calls himself their God, |
King, Father, Saviour, Husband, Shepherd. The Bible declares |
that he created, begat, redeemed, saved, planted, preserved them— I
that they were his congregation, his church, his house, his inheritance. I;
But as a whole they were only a symbel of that glorieus church yh}ch ’i
those exalted terms indicated. Nor was the primitive christian i
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church but a nearer appreximation toward it. That glorious elurch
without spot or wrinkle is still in the future. When that which is
perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. You
quote Rom. xiv. 17, and desire me to settle it with Paul: The
kingdon of God is righteousness, &e. The Pharisces asked Jesus
when the kingdom of Ged should come? His avswer was, ¢ The
kingdom of Ged cometh not with observation ; neither shall they
say, le here! or lo there ! for behold the kingdom of God is within
you.” Ilere the Head of the Clurch tells us of an internal, an
unobserved kingdom. Beware of what you are dong, Mr. O.

2 You assert that baptism is spiritual. True, Faul says to the

Corinthians ** I would not have you ignorant, how that all our fathers

were under the cloud. and were all baptized into Moses in the eloud
and in the sea, and all cat the same spiritual meat, and did all drink
the same spiritual driuk,—for they drank of that spiritual rock that
followed them, and that rock was Christ” Butwe must attend te
the acknowledged laws of interpretation and not confound the truth
with the truth symbolized. ¢ 1n all symbolical propositions, the per-
sous of the substantive verbyas® I am, thou art, is, arc,’ whether ex-
pressed or understood. are the copulation shewing the relatious
between the type and antitype. Thus in Gen. xv. 12, - the three bran-
ches are thiee days, ins.cad of the three branches sizaify three

days.” InLuke viil. 11 ; the sced istie word of God, instead of, -

by the seed is meant the werd of Gud. “In symbolical vites it is
usual to aseribe an effect to the symbqlical rites it is usaal to aseribe
an effect to the symbol or type, by which the antitype was represent-
ed, as if the symbol or type were the eflicient cause.”  » Thus Moses
smote the waters of the ISgyptian river, as if be gave 2 wound, to
tarn thew to blood ¥ In logking for the cause of this wondeiful
result, the mind is not satisfied with the ypotent 10d and stroke of
/Moses ; it seeks the energy of apresent God.  So in baptism. Paul
says, Bom. vi. 3-3, * know yo not. that so many of us, (Note this,
Mr. Oliphant, he does not say «l)) us were baptized inte Jesus Chriss
were baptized into Lis death; therefore we are buried with bim in
Laptisin into death, thatlike as Clirist was raised up from the dead

by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness |

of life.”” What is the great spiritual truth theapostle ishere teach-
ing ? Is it not sanctification ¢ Aud are we not taught here to look
through the symbol, baptism, to that divine energy which raised
our Lord from the dead ? Paul makes use of anether figure to illus-
trate this truth. ¢ Tor if we have been planted together in 1h like-
ness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resucrection
knowing this, that our old man is crucificd with him, that the bedy
of ?;m might be destroyed ; that henceforth we should net serve
sin.

The apostle Peter distinguishes betwcen the type and antitype
baptism : ¢ The ark, wherain few {that i¢, eight souls) were saved
by water—the antitype baptism does also nowsave us (not the put-
ting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a gocd conscien e
toward God} by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Here the apos-
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aussi repond mentainent, comme a une figure, le buteme quoi nous
i sauve ; non pas celui qui nettoie les ordures du corps.” The word
;| sntitypeis Greek; Dr. McKnight renders the passage thus: « By
.1 which (water) the antitype baptism (not the putting away of the filth
.. of theflesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God) now

. saves us also, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” Heremarks that
", the Greek relative which is translated wherein, i8 in the neuter gen-
~ der,and as the Greek word which is rendered Ark. is not neuter,
but the word which answers to water is neuter, therefore water is the
type of baptism. But that would destroy $he astithesis of the whole
'; passage ; and that rule hasan exception, viz : * A relative between
© two antecedents of different geunders, may agree with either, as, ‘to
thy seed, whick is Christ.”

In foliowing Paul through all his eircuit, Luke does not inform me,
of his converts being baptized, but at Philippi. Corinth, and Ephesus.
3 Truo, I find Paul labouring  at Antioch, at Salamis. at Paphos, at
;¢ Perga, at Lystra, at Derbe, at Athens,” but not baptizing, nor com-
manding to baptize: 8o T believe Paul told the truth when he said
' he was not sent to haptize. The passage you quoted to weaken the
force of the negative side of Paul’s commission. is not a parallel case:
for Tdo not find, in the divine book, one affirmative or imperative’
© seotence respecting baptism from the lips of our apostle. Take eare,
o Mr. O.—what can be your objeet in referrin~ to those eight places,
. as proof of Paul’s baptizing, when the subject is only mentioned at

one of them 2 Are you #urned ventriloquist? Youtell me to

 # keep perfectly cool” and to ¢ take hetter aim.” The former I

heartily cede to—the latter is difficult. "The one time you are all

* fact, ali flesh, blood, and bones~—the next you are all spirit. You
_ assert that any one may baptize. if not lawe or physically weak. But ||
- can you prove from the divine werd by precept or example, that any
one baptized but an evangelist.

I proved by three divine witnesses that the gospel of the circum-
i cision was fulfilled, in as far as it was peculiar to the Jews, within
sixty years from the time it was given. You eall this *“a magie
wand.”  This will not do, Mr. Oliphant. Mere assertions wont pass
at par, unless with your admirers.  Man wont tolerate such logic any
¢ longer.  What Mr O. says is truth Mr. O. says so and so,

- theveforc it iz so. *“ But we must not forget the starting point.”

. 3. % Our plea is beyond all contradietion, the only one that will §
.. ever prove successful in cffeeting a universal Christian union, because
" we are endeavoring to recover the ancient, the original order of faith
;. and practice, as taught by Christ and the apostles.and practised by
the flest Christians.” 1. It is not so.—because it differs from Paul’s
plea: The foundation of the apostles and prophets. The testimony
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 2. It is not so—because it exelu-
des all the rieh unfulfilled prophecies and promises of the Old, and
i, all the subsequent promises of Grod through the apostles and propb-
ets which are ready to burst en our globe in glorieus developement.
3. Itis notso—because the apostles and primitive evangelists prov-
ed and illustrated their doctrines from the eld Testament, which, as

l tle teaches that the baptism that saves, is the antitype. “ A quei
|
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I uaderstand, you do not admit either pro or con. “ Think not,”
says our Saviour, that I am come to destroy the !aw or the prophets:
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” And when he taught his
disciples the things pertaining to his kingdom, he opened to them the
scriptures : “ and beginning at Moscs and all the prophets, he expoun-
ded to them in all the scriptures the things concerning bimself.”
Thus he taught the apostles the things pertaining to the gospel
dispensation. In their proclamations of the gospel, as recorded in
the Acts, we find them confirming or proving their doctrine from the
prophets.  We find the sawe practice in their letters, in which they
expressly declare that those seriptures were written for the benefit of
the Christian as well as that of the Jew. Paul, after quoting a pass-
age from the Old Testament, adds, « For whatsoever things were writ-
ten for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
seriptures might have hope” 4 Itis not so—Dbeoause it differs from
our apostle on justification by faith. He teaches that we are justifi-
ed by faith, ssmplyby believing in Christ. and not by obedience of any
law. ¢ If there had been a law given that could have given life,
verily righteousness would have been by the law.”

Now, Mr. Oliphant, I understand you to say that baptism is sueh
a law, that disciples are saved or justified by obedicnce to that law.
Paul argues that the law demands perfeet obedience. and as all men
have sinned, therefore no man ean be justified by the law.—1lie proves
this by seleeting those passages from the Old Testament which prove
the general sinfuluess of man. ¢ There.is none righteous &e.” Qur
apostle considers that as the Bible asscrts man to be a sinner—that
proves that he can uever be justificd by obedience to that law  which
demands perfection.  Your contrast between baptism and the forbid-
den frait, is proved to be unsound, unscriptural. DMan cannot he
saved by obedience,—lke must be saved first—then raised up to obe-
dience.  Paul also sclects those passages from the Bible which affrm

that man’s aceeptance with Godis by grace,—as what they do not i

descrve. a free gift, a free favor. Henee, he refers to the Junguage of
David, +* Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose
sins are covered.” Ile furtiier teaches that the way of justification
without works, was witnessed by the law and the prophets. - The two
ways of justification or acceptance with God. the one by works, the
other by a propitiaticn for sin, are inconsistent. And as the Bibie
teaches the latter way, it denies the former. Dut it cxpressly asserts
that the just shalllive by faith. Phe law spurnsat faith, apd says,
The man that doesits demands shall live by it: it refuses every-
thing but perfect obedience as the ground of zceepiance. 1f the Bible
says we are accepted through faith, it says we are not accepted on the
ground of obedience. To illustrate the peint Paul refers to the case
of Abraham, and asks, Was he justified by Works 2 He answers
no. The Bible clearly asserts that Abraham believed God, and it was
eounted tohim for righteousness.” Now it was not written for his sake
alone, that it was imputed to him ; but for ours also, to whom it shall
be imputed if we believe on him that raised up our Lord Jesus from
the dead, who was delivered for our offences and was raised again
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fuly inquire and faithfully ascertain how they united Jew and Gen-

forour " ‘ification. 5. It is notso—because itis predicated upon
the a: -uption that sll prophecies have becn fulfilled, and that
nothing subsequent has been revealed ; and until these propositions
can be proved, the propagators of your theory occupy the position of
those in the beginning of the gospel dispensation who maintained
that the believing Gentiles sheuld be circumecised and obey the facts
of the Jewish dispensation. 6. It is not so—because such a retrogres-
sion is isun ancmaly on the history of the past, first, as it respects
God whose perfeet conceptions prevent the mnecessity of his works
being done over again : and is it se that the Anglo Saxen race is in-
ferior to every other?  When Jesus appearved te fultil the promise
to Jerusalem, did he procced to re-orgunize the carnal economy or
infuse new life into its erumbling ccelesiasticism 2 Did he not rather
endeavor to turn the attention of bis follewers te a new and spixi-
tual chureli?  Mr. Oliphant once said he had only one life to live—
did he not mean that he would have but one physical organization
here 2 Does he not helieve there is another uvew-born man within
him, destined to grow up within him which shall develope the divine
vature untit lie arrive at the perfect stature of his Master er pattern,
who is Christ ¢ Does he not hope to rise again and have a new or-
ganization, a spiritual body. not like the old, bnt like Christ glorious
hady?  The Prince of Peace ever opposed himself to aspirit of ec-
clesiaustical elevation. Tt is a smokein bisnostrils, a eontinual burn-
ing.  Tamlefy alone,” says one. ~ and they seck my life.” Lo which i

i

|

God answers, * I have reserved to myselt seven thousand whe have ll
not howed the kuee to Baal's image” 1le approved of the good !
Samaritan and justified the humble publican, in preference to the |!
priest, the Levite, and the Pharisec. !
Yours vespeetiully, .

Cayuga, day 474 ‘ ‘
Crras, WaLxTr., ||

\
—_ .

A TEW WORDS TO FRIEWD TWALKER.

My Curistiax Friunp :—-A preacher once chose for bis text the
words in Genesis, “ Adam, wheve art thou ?”—and his first head in
dealing with the text, was, “ Ail men are somewhere.” Agreeably
te this sound theology, it is taken for granted that you are religionsly
somewhere, although your exact latitude and longitude has aet been
discovered in this meridian.

Triend Walker, you did not perceive, that in offering six reasons
against our plea of union,your artillery pointed as much at the apostles
as at“ Mr. Oliphant” agd his brethren teachers. Fer we first care-

tile, bond aud free, upon the ¢ rock of our salvation,” and then
take our lessons from them ; working by the pattern they have left
us. This, at least, is our design,

We have no plea of our own. Too many make a plea—a creed /j~
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i —anew fonndation—and form a party thereon. And even my excel-
:! lent friend Walker, while carnestly maintaining a purely spiritual
gospel through one apostle, appears happy in attempting to splice
:| something to it as old as Moses, Elijah, or Jeremiah! And while
" finding the whole gespel through one apostle, it is somewhat amusing |
to find the grave and good Mr. Walker rapping me over the knuckles ;
for not including the old law, the old prophets, and the unfulfilled l
)

prophceics as a dasis of gospel union! It strikes me that there must
either be two Mr, Charles Walkersin Cayuga, or else Mr. Walker !
is here fighting Mr. Walker ; and it it be the latter, it may be cour- |
teons in e meanwhile to halt a li*'tle and see how friend Walker |
will treat himself. ‘

I will however pay my respects to two or three of your six reasons |'
against what we understand to be the faith and practice which saved
and united all the followers of the Lord Jesus originally or prim- (¢
itively :— ‘

Your first objeetion is that our plea differs from Paul's plea. As |,
this is simply an assertion, unacsompanied with an attemptat preof |
it will be genteel to let it pass as such. T am pleased however that !
you make Paui’s piea, not only his own, but that of the apostles and
prophets. Do T understand you therefore to give up the imaginary |,
commission you have given onc apostle? Keep Christ the Head, |!
and his aposties and prophets togbther, and Mr. Walker and Mr. |
Oliphant will walk arm and arm with them. ST

The sccond objection you urge, is, that in offering what we regard ]
the apostolic basis of union, we exclude the prophecies of the old |
despensation, and the prophesies and promises uttered by apostles {i
and christian prophets. Brother Walker, you have sharp glasses to
make such a discovery. I lave always believed that the divine |,
temple, resting upon its own basis, contained everything thatebelong- |!
edto it; and certainly all the promises as well as all the prophecies
i| “are yea and amen in Christ Jesus.” |

Your next objection starts out with this language.—“the apostles
and primitive evangelists proved and illustrated. their dectrines from
the Old Testament.’

Agreed: and if so, we have all the Old Testament proofs
and illustrations connected with the diviue basis in the labours of
these apostles and evangelists!! Do younot see, my friend, that
if the primitive workman summoned Moses, Isaiah, David and Danis}
as prophetic witnesses for Jesus; that in aceepting of the labours of

these inspired. proclaimers we have all the old documentary evidence
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on which they relied 2 Why object to making them the judges and
the measure of what should be taken from the old dispensation to
prove the better things of thenew ?  Thus, too, we will not sonfound,
mix p, and jumble into perpetual confusion what is abrogated and
what is now in force.

I will close with your fourth objection—justification by faith, or
“ simply believing in Christ, and not by obedienceof any law.” Justi-
fieation by faith is a very healthy and charming doctrine ; but nei
ther the self-righteous Jews, nor the students under the Pope, nor
many of our proud aud self-glorifying Protestants understand it,
No one is justificd by works. No man is justificd by “ the law.”
Gospel baptism is not a law. The supper ofthe Lord is not a law,
Prayer is not a law. Repentance is nota law. The ordinance of bap.
tism 1sas much the object of faith as the author of it.” Faith in
Chlrist is not only a relianee that theve was and is such a person, but
faith in him is full relianee in all that he did and said—in all that he
uttered and enjoined. Ifany oncwill prove bis faith in Christ by
negleeting his authority, or by disobeying him, he only proves that
he is not posscssed of the faith of the gospel. Noah was saved by
faith ; but by faith he duilt an ark—Dby faith he entered it—by faith
be rode upon the raging waters—and by faith he rematned in the
ark until the destruction of the old world was complete. Thus was
he saved by faith—not by faith alone ; for the ark was exceedingly
usetul to him ; and the faithful patrfarch built it.  Or if you please
God beileit by employivg Noah to build it ! Adam fell by unbelief
which practically opposed God’s anthority Man is raised again by
faith which takes hold and keeps hold of God’s authority, This is
vot making obedience a meie affuir of law, but it is making the
grace of God quite suflicient {forus in all the appointments ordained
of God.

Even fiiend Walker is against friend Walker on the question of
faith alone : for you speak of justification by the great propitiation ;
and henco while argning justification by faith you think it not uncon-
sistent to maintain justification by grace and by the great sacrifice !

i Whenever you recoucile yousself to yourself in holding that these

three issue in the one salvation or justification, I will be ready to
show, by the Divine Book, that we are saved by hisblood, sayved by
the gospel, saved by preaching. saved by believing, saved by repen.
tance, saved by baptism, saved by hope, saved by observing all things
enjoined by Jesus the Saviour. )

Do I understand you to put the kingdom of heaven within every,
spiritual man, and then the angels to be sent forth to enter every
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believer, to gather out of him all things that offcnd? And I do appre-
hend you as teaching that only a portion of the believers at Rome

| in Paul’s time were buried with Christ into his death aud planted

together in the likeness of his death and raised to the new lifc ¢
Facts, you intimate, are worthless without love. Quite true. Now,
ifyou will point toa divine fact that is not full of divine love—or

| if you will point me to one iota of God’s love that is not developed by

fact—1I will send you a box of new pens with whichto write a yolume
ou the discovery.

Brother ! it is a waste of ammunition to scatter our shot over all
creation,—bhere are a few queries which will, if you please, bring us
into close qnarters at once :

L. Do you gather from the scriptures that in the primitive age the
believers in Christ were all united ?

2. If they were not united, in what consisted the disagree-
ment ?

3. If umted, what were they united upon ?

Believing you to be an honest aud a good man,

I am Yours,

D. Ourpmant.
July, 1854.

—————

A CRITICISYM ON BAPTIZO.
DBlay 24¢h, 1854

Brorues Oureant:—1 was ealled upon a short time ago to respond
to a disconrse on the action of baptism delivered by a Presbyterian
preacher to which response he was honest enough to give a liearing.
[ gave him the privilege of defending himseif and his doetrine in
several short specches alternately with mysell. I do not write en
account of any intrinsic importance attaching to this but for the sake
of a philo-logieal principle which I think was settied to the satisfac-
tion of the audience if not of the gentleman himself

When I confronted him and the pcoyle with a number of open Greek
Dictionaries all proving that buplezo means primarily ~to dip. plunge,
immerse, overwhelm,” he fairly confessed that I was right in saying
this was its primary meaning but sheltered himself under cover of
its other, and secondary signifieations and stoutly proclaimed me to
be in errer when I contended for an exclusive use of the preomary
meaning in admivistering the ordinance. The word lad secondury
meanings by my own concessior and why wholly disregard them in
baptizing? ~ Here was the tug aud to me rather a new shift in de-
fense of washing, tinging, wetting, soaking &e. But it was very
plain that upon the decision of this point turned the whole argu-
ment. '

Must a positive ordinance be obeyed always in the primary signifi-
sation of the tern ? I affirmed it. In illustration we referred to one
or two other words coutaining commands. When the Saviour ineti-
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i .Editor, and brother Sillars. God loves the brave and daring chgm-
pion of truth. The dastardly paltroon he hates.

tnted the Supper he said # Eat ye all of it ;" and “Drintk ye all of il
The words ext and drink like all others have their primary and s '
ondary meanings. To eat is not only to masticate, but also to cor. |
rode. “Their word will cat as doth a canker,” that is their words |
are corroding words, this i3 its sccondary sense. Look at esthiein
any Greck Dictionary and you will find 1t means both “to eat” and
“te corrode.” C

Acgain leok at pino, to drink, primarily, but secondary it meanstto,
soak.” The earth drinket/s in the rain” that is soaks it in. Noware
we at liberty to abandon the literal sehise of the terms cat and drink
for the figurative 2 They certainly may with equal propriety. If,
they wish sometimes to immerse and sometimes te wet or tinge be
cause baptizo means all these, why not sometimes eat the bread and,
drink the wine as others do, and at other times corrode the bread
somehow and soak i the wine? But no they invariably eat and
drink in the plain literal sense of these words.  Why not permit some !
of our members to eat the bread aud some to correde it accordingas,
cach one thinks right, for why be so uncharituble and exclusive as:
to deny that a man commemorates the Lord's death by corroding’
the bread Just as well as by eating it if the heart is only right..
What is the diftzrence about the form ?  Surely the Savier cared}
but little how we use the wine, whether we drink or soak it.  If broth-|
er A likes best drink it it is all right for him, but if brother B
prefers scaking we will so adwinister it to him and all will be
suited.

1 am net aiming at a mere earrieature of sprinkling, but aver in-
solemu carnestuess that this is the ridiculous position oceupied by
able rantists in takiug the secondary meaning of baptizo iustead of
adhering immovably to its primary sense.  Nor is it possible to dodgz
the blow by saying that common sense would teach us that we can
not take the supper in the secondary semse of the words eat aud
drink, for common sense (a very uncommon thing) ought also to teach
us that we could never be buried by sprinkling, nor be born ot the
few rinsing drops just fallen from the preacher’s hand.

I have not had leisure fer examining the subject thoroughly butl
am aimost woved to atfiem that every positive ordinance, Jewisfand |
Christian, must be invariably obeyed in the primery meaning of the
terms expressing such ordinance, and that to obey in the secondary :
sense will always be prolific of absurdity. What says Brother’
Oliphant? ;

4

'

EvANGELICUS.

A BUDGEY FROM OKOLONA, MISSISSIPPL

Dear BroTier:—The truth is Qmnipotent, and will prevail.

1am very desirous that your Periodical should circulate extensive:
ly through-the floral South. Ithas nerve pith and lucidity.

Through it I want to extend the righe ;5&= of fellowship to its

\ e
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Ton many of our public teachers are carried away by ths thrilling
| gratifications of large accessions during great excitements; the set-
" Ing the churches in order,admonishing the short comings of half
; converted brethren, and building up the sincere in Zion, is a business
| too dampning to the ardor of these Fisherites, or Boanergos, They
i loath the discipline of the Church, as a work too cold, too formal, teo
1 ploddivg for their Vesuvius spirits,

' Dear brother Oliphant, speak kindly, boldly, truthfully to the
i brother-hood. Do cemposs one discourse, on some vital topic in the
i Science of Heaven for the pages of cach number of the Banner.

There are thousands whe are mereCatechumens in first principles—de-
_sirous to learn, but their teachers have become abashed at teaching
" the incipient lessons—and nave dashed off into the higher branches,

This rushing pupils, too rapidly, through their primary beoks is
; notthe best mode of making scholars.

4 [Wesent vol. 7 to our friend and brother Batler, and he remarks,
" after varions introductory sentences—as follows :—D: 0.] .

Your Essays on Uaiversalism (that fungas production ef the cu-
“thused brain of Ilosea Balon)should Ge guthered up, that “nothing
. balest,” and sent abroad to the four Cardinal points, in pamphlet.
- The work throughont is stamped with the urbanity. scholarship. and
! logical acumen, of its Editors. And cach essay is ederiferous of the

widnight lamp.

Brother Oliphant asked cencerning the Church statistics in the
. floral South.

In 1834, T opened as the first, and for the first time, the Bible inr |

- in defense of the Old Jerusalem doctriue.

In, 1843, 1 left Alabama for Mississippi, leaving in Alabama,
about 2500 breshran. My co-labourers, maialy were the lament.
ed A. Graham —the beloved E. A Smith—the logical and cogent Jas.
G Anderson &e. A this time the State numbers abour 5000.

P B. Lawson, and Pinkerton are prominent labourers. The cause !

l is onward in Alabama.

Mississippi numbers 7.000 brethren. The prominent labourers
| are. W. M. Brown, of [linois; B. F. Manier, of Tenesee ; W. Baxter,
1 of Pennsylvania. The urbane, grave, and learned William Clark,
+ of Jackson, has stereotyped his name upou the age. Aad many

We have many substantial €hurch buildings throughout the South,
| ranging in cost from 800 t07.000:
4 Touching periodieals of the Reformation—South Carclina® Georgis,
(’ Alabama, Mississippi, and Tenesee call loudly and aloud for a well
i edited vehicle. O brother Oliphant, come to Aberdesn, the chan-
| cesto do goodare world-wide. .

i We hada periodical in Nashville, Tencsee. It becameelited, inflat-
+ ed and exploded : conferring its fumigations and smoke pretty much
I ta the ity | Did you read of the Methodist preacher’s bad phil-
'} ology ? He prayed fervontly to the Lord to dispense with the gospel

| i . .
| on the soil dedicated to cottou-growing.
|

——— -
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. other active men are employed in planting the flagstaff of eternal life/
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throughout the whole world. We dispensed with the Nashville me.
dium ;—The “Magazine” throughout the South.

We could sustain an able paper in Aberdeen.

There is no point more inviting upon this greon globe. Who wil|
come? The brethren generally are wealthy, and have untied their

purse-strings freely to support evangelists, and surcly they would |
aot refuse to patronize talent and solid literature. We mneed 3 |
paper. How is it with brother Oliphant? Is he rived to the ice "

{)egérded land ? Or could he be induced to come to our sunmy
aud.
“Soil of the South ! with may born flowers,
Thy glowing breast is decked—
While branching trees and wreathing bowers,
" Their vernal bloom protect.

Soil of the South ! to thee is given
Fruitage and floriage fair—

To thee the Sun and dew of Heaven,
Their kindliest offerings bear.

Soil of the South ! in glery bloom,
Green be thy fields and bowers—
And each returning May illume
Still fairer fruits and flowers”
In hope of eternal life,
Jas. A. ButLer.
1s2, June, 1854.

MEETING IN JUNE AND VARIOUS REPORTS.
Luverton, 4th July, 1854,

Mgr. Epitor—DEear Broruer —I am requested by the co.opers- !

tion to forward to you the following documeunts for publication iu the
Christian Baoner:—

Jordan, 16th June, 1854,—The delegates from the different chureh. !
es forming the provineial co-operation baving met, brother Jobn |:
Doyle was called to the chair and brother Jas. Mitchell was appoin- |

ted secretary. After prayer the committeec of management presen-
ted their report which wasread,and after some conversation reiative

to its contents it was resolved, Ist, That the report of the committee |

be received ; 2nd, That the report of the treasurer be read ; report

read, and resolved 3d. That thereport now read be adopted; 4th, |
That the present provincial co-operation be eontinued ; 5th, That the *

committee of management be continued as last year, substituting the
name of brother J. Blask in place of brother Alexander Adaws—
Several of the churches through their delegates presented reports,
showing the state of said churches. Resolved 6th, That the reports
of the Board, of the treasurer, and the different churches, be forwar-
ded to the Banner for publication. 7th, Resolved that the next ar-
nual meeting be held in Wainfleet, commencing on the 3d Friday in
June. .
RerorTs ¥roM THE CRURCHES.

.i i
South Dorchester :—present number 49 ; added during *the year “

it
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4 ; removed 3; died 2; expelled nove. R. Bentley and P. Me
Neil, Elders; Jobn Lutton and John MeLaughlin, Deacens; E.
Sheppard Evangelist.

Rainham :—present nnmber 39; by baptism 2: withdrawn 3. A.
Overholt and L. Yager, Elders; A. Holmes and B. Culp, Dea.
cons.

Jordan :—present number 67; added 1; excluded 2; W. Bradt
and J. Simmons, Elders—the former migrated recently ; D. Crow
and J. Snure. Deacous.

Tramasa Centre :—present number 70 ; removed 2 ; excluded 1;

! died 1. J. Kilgour, A. Anderson, and David Stewart, Presidents ; J.
 Morton, W. Abbott,and J. Mitchell, Deacons. ;
BEramosa West ;—present number 24. L. Parkinson, and R. #oyce, !

Presidents ; I. Tolton, Decacon.

Eramosa East :—present number 47; Jas. Black, Elder ; J. Stew- !

art, Deacon.

RBrin :—present number 139 ; by baptism &; removed 9; exclu-
ded 1. H MeMillen, C. McMillen, A. McMillen, and D. Thompsen,
Presidents ; P. Thompsen, L. McKinnon, and Collin McMillen Dea-
cans,

Esquesing :—present number 24 ; added by baptism 4; by letter
1; gone back into the world 2. J. Menszies, Blder; Jas. Menzies
and Peter Laird, Deacons.

Oshawa :—present number 60 ; by baptism 3 : W.  MecGill and J.
Ash, Elders; M. Luke and A. Burke, Deacons.

Bowwanville :—present nunber 45; —Ira Vaw Camp, W- H,

.Gaud, and C. J Uister, Elders ; Samuel MeMurtry and D D. Wil

liams, Deacons,
Jaxes MiTcree.
. Secretary.

N B —The year isreckoned from June to June. The reports
from the churches are very diiferent,as some d d not present auy,
and ethers were handed in after the meeting and have got mislaid.
But we trust that we will ary be better prepared in this interasting
part of the business by next year, the Lord willing.

J. M.

m——— '

Ts the Churchesof Jesus Christ, co-operating in Proclaiming the

Gospel throughout Canada West ;

r

annual Report :

Berovep Brerures :—In presenting an account of their proceed-

ings duringthe year now past, your. committee hgve, as on previous
similar oecasions, to express deep regret that so little has been doue.
But while they freely confess that little or nothing has been done,

they cannot feel condemned for excessive indifference to the trust :

camnitted by the brethren to their eare. They have felt that the
cves of the brethren were upon them or rather that the eyes of the
Lord were upon them ; that the Churches were willing and able te
susiamn those who would devote themselves to,the ministry of the word
under the present system af co-operation, and that the vecessity for

The committee of management would beg leave to present their '

e
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the labours of faithful ministers was great ; thercfore their efforts to ll
realize the reasonable expectatious of the krethren have been unre- !
mitted. i

Meeting after meeting of your committee lias been held, to ascer- |
taiu if any means of forwarding the objeet of the co.operation had |!
been discoverced, and still the quesgion “wiat can be done” has been |
lest unsolved, your committee still continuing to hope that at their
next meeting something wore encouraging would be developed.  So
carnest was the desire that the contributions of the brethren should
be profitably employed, that it was considered expedient to appropri-
ate thewm in aid of the Grande Ligne Mission or “the Bible union,?
rather than aliew them toremain idle in the Treasury, but all such
sugzestions were overruled,on the ground that the funds of the
Churches should ke held sacred to the special object for which they
were contributed.

Realizing in years past, the difficulty of procuring acceptable
ministers to travel aud labor as desired by the churches, your com-
mittee in their last annaal repert, suzgested to the brethren the pro-
priety ot revising the present system of employing Xvangelists, with
the view to ascertain whether ornot it was practicable to adopta
more efficient and seriptural method. The subject was too large and
important to be disposod of by the brethren in the few hours at their
command at the annual meeting, und was thercfore postponed to a
INOre CONVENIENT §EasoN.  Again the subject was brought t5 notice
in the pages of the ~ Christian Banner” aud again left untouched.

In the absence sherefore of further instructions, your committee
reajized it to be their duty te execute tu the extent of their ability,
the previously understood wishes of the brotherhood.  Afier an earn-
est and faithtul endeavour for a perivd of three years to carry into
suscessful practice the views of the co-operation, your committee con- |
clude that 1t is now due to themselves, and to the cause of Christ to
state, that they find those views to be impracticable to secure the
many aud great advautages which a general co-operation of the
Churches seemed to promise, your committee havizg perseveringly
struggled to overccme the obstacles with which they Lave been beset.
But experience has fully satisfied ¢heni that a farther attempt on 2hewr
part to carry out the system hitherto pursued might only as heretofore
prove unsuccessful.  Already the feeling is gaining ground. that it is
hetter for each brother to appropriate his sontributious to the Lord’s
cause with his own hands, than to forward them to those who cannot
employ them, and it is rcasonable to conclude that unless sume wmore
practicable and acceptable system of expending the collected finds of
brethren be adopted, this feeling will increase wntil union or co-oper- !
ation be esteeraed of little valne.

Under these circumstances your committes would briefly refer to |
the principal difculties, which have prevented them from accomplsh- i
ing thit amount of good they desired, viz: 1st, The extent and di- |

1

i
f
|
{

useful and acceptable in all places. 2nd, The system of employing ||
laborers for a limited time and then leaving them to resume their i
secalar callings.  3rd, The extent of country tobe hastily travelled !

|
|
|
i
vetsity of labor rendered 1t difficult to obtain laborers $hat would be |
|
|
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i from their tamilies. These produced 2 4th and standing difficulty,
viz : an impossibility to procure under such circumstances suitable
i laborers.
Breshren, * let us not however be weary in welldoing ; for in due
time we shall reap if we faint not.” DMost assuredly the kingdom of
, this world shall become the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
: unless we be diligent in holding forth the word of life,he will ac-
i complish his purpeses by others, aud shame and confusion will be
}ours.
All which is respectfully submitted.

1

1

|

|| by the Evangelists, and the length of time they require to be absent
I

i

i

’l

I

L ParkixNsox,
Clairman.
Ermesa, June 1ith, 1854.

 —
RELIGICUS INTELLIGENCE.
: New Albany, June 20th, 1854.

;' Dear Brommr Orirnaxt :—May grace, mercy, and peace be mul-
! tiplied unto you. The Christian Banner continued a regular and
} welcome visitor in our family; and enclosed you wiil fiud which
I vou will please to place to my credit to aid in keeping it waving on
it the breeze.  We are all in  usual health at ypresent and
il hope you and yours are in pussession of the same blessing. Brother
¢ Lamphear was with us last Lord’s day weck ; he preaches the fourth
. of his time for us ; and ysur humble servant the balance—How are
. matiers moving off in Canada West?  Having but little time to write |,

1 must conclude by subscribing myself your brother in the hope of im- |
T mortality.
' Groree Pow.

Gratified to hear from brethren Pow and Lamphear.—The princi-
pal news of what we are deing in this territery, brother Pow. you
have forwarded té you from month to wenth in the Banner. Chris-
tian love to the brethren ia Albany, not forgetting friend Lamphear.

D. 0.

I
i
|
|
i E¥ANGELIST'S FUND—THE TREASURY.
i Eramosa, 20tk July, 1854.
|  Duax Brorure Oririaxt :—For the information of the brethren
i I transmit for publication in the * Banner” and account of the
{ receipts and disbursements of the proviucial Board of the churches
of Christian Disciples, forming the. co-operatien for the spread of
| the gospel in Canada West, from June 1853 1o June 1854 inclu-
|
!

sive. f
Tiie TxEASURER IN ACCOUNT
Jone 15th, 1853, cash in hand at date 222 5
i Received from church in Rainham 44, 50
# @ « Dorchester 10.
i u “  Wainfleet 38. 50
B “ «  Esquesing 26.
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“ u Toronte city 830.

“ “ King 10. !

s . Packering 23.

u & QOshawa - 20.

o u Bowmanville . 13.

“ “ Darlington 11

« “ Owen Sound 24,

w“ « Eramesa West 27.

b " Cramosa Gentre 50. 50

w “ Eramosa East 24,

« “ Erin 108.

“ “  afriend per J. Mitchell 5.

29 [ £43 3' 20
$539. 75

B ]

Monies Paip
By order of the Board trom June 1833 to June 1854.

Paid 1o brother James Black-........ —mmm———— 812,
o % B Sheppard-c oL 79.
“ “ D. Oliphant..ceeeao. vacan B
wr “ Sulius Stevens. . cceccanao.. 5.
¢ “ A, Aundersoncace cceeneao-. 40
, o w E T J CroWeeccemmococaaa. . 30.
¢ “ J. Mitehell o oo 16.
“ “ J. Rilgour. oo oo aaoL 79. 35
“ i Balancein hand. oo oo ___ 273. 40
Totals e e e o ®539. 75

Since the accounts have been added up, I have received mounies
from Jordan and Pickering through brethren Snure and Black,
which amounts have been placed to their eredit and will .appear in |
the published accounts in thetr proper place.

Beloved friends, the cause weare engaged in, is worthy of our
noblest effurts.  Let us work while it is called to-day.

All of which is respectfully submitted by your brotherin the hope
that maketh not ashamed.

) : R. Rovcr,

Treasurer.

StammeenT CrArITY —It is the common boast of eur Wesleyan
friends that they pever interfere with other denominations. Here
is a sentence 28 an illustration of how the boast agrees with facts.—
« It is surpassingly strange and unaccountable how reluctant some of
our Protestant brethren are to believe that Popery is in reality what
it professes to be—the enemy of religion and morality, humanity and .
justice.” And this writer, who is giving the public a series of letters.
through the Guardian, tells us every time he writes that * the more
priests the more crime.” Do

o n e = e v e ——




