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An Interesting and Instructive
Historical Sketch.

Also Much Valuable Information Con-
cerning Military Operations on this
part of the St. Lawrence in the early
days of the Country

( Reprinted from The Brockville Recorder of
Auveust ud, 1901.)

Dear Sir,—I noticed, with a feel-
ing of no small surprise, that my
hurried sketch of a '"Voyage Around
the Horn,” published in your great
family newspaper of the 13th uit,,
has produced quite a sensation in
the literary and archaeological at
mospheres, both at home and abroad.
I had a double object ir writing that
sketch., I desired (without fee or re-
ward) to draw public attention to
the delightful weekly trip which the
steamboat Brockville makes ""Around
the 1'orn,”” and to supply some ori-
ginal matter, during the houv spell,
for the benefit of your numerous
readers. My object, sir, in inditing
this fresh epistle to you is to as-
suage the public curiosity which I
80 innocently excited, to clear up for
all time the hitherto unfathomable
mystery of Chimney Island, and to
plainly explain its archaeological
and historical environments.
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I'o beg t t}
ginning permit I Lo statu
there are two Chimne | wnd
the pellucid waters of the Upper S
Lawrence One of these, ad rding
to the archive of St \) FTY (
lege, Montrea s Just 4 ] s
low the wl t Ogdensbu
the other island ituated 11 mile
and 700 feet westerly frox the (
P.R. wharf at irockville, 2 mile
from the extreme western end of
Chippewa Point on the America
I | W) foert \
‘ ( i A n d |

d 1 ! \

history geographically and other
wise I'he tory of the Chimne

Island below Ogdensburg com fi9
in the order of time, and tak

back to the period when the
historical drama of the ( nauest  of
Canada Wis drawin toward A
close Wolfe | held forth befors
Quebec, trying to solve the difficult
problem of how to bring Montcalm
to a decisive battle, the memorable
13th September, 1759, had yet to
come and go, and it still remained
for the victor and the vanquished to
die the deaths of immortal hero«
In the last days of August the Chev
alier de levis (afterwards the suc
cessor of Montcalm), who command
ed the French forees from Montreal
westward, ascended the St. Law
rence to make a careful inspection
of the defences At Ogdensburg
where a flourishing mission settle-
ment had been founded in 1751 by
the Abbe Piquet, a Sulpician father
half monk and half soldier, he care-
fully examined Fort la Presenta-
tion, situated on a high bluff close
by the Oswegatchie river, and a few
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hundred yards from the St. Law
’ ence river, and came to the conclu
sion that it was of no account as
regarded the prevention of the pass
| age downwards of an enemy He
accordingly determined to construct
a new and much stronger fort on the
island called by the Indians Orako
uenton, which he re-christened Isle
Royale Desandrions, a military en
gineer, laid out the lines of the new
fort, which was called Fort Levis,
and work was immediately com-
menced theieon, steadily prosecuted
throughout the ensuing winter, and
completed in the spring of 1760. The
command of Fort Levis was given
to Pouchot, a brave and skilful sol
dier, who had already greatly dis-
tinguished himself by his defence of
the fort at Niagara Ilis force con-
sisted of 200 regular troops, 100
’ habitant militia. and several hun-
dred Indians, under the Abbe Piquet,
who garrisoned the island immedi-
ately below Isle Royals. The guns
and stores were removed from Fort
la Presentation, and that post was
entirely abandoned. On the 10th of
August, General Amherst embarked
his army, composed of 10,000 regu-
lar and provincial troops, and 700
Indians, at Oswego, on an enormous
boat and batteaux flotilla en route
for Montreal, and arrived before
Fort Levis on the 19th. Pouchot re-
fused to surrender, and made such a
vigorous defence, both by land and
water, that Amherst was compelled
to undertake regular siege opera-
tions. On the 22nd the DBritish bat-
teries opened their fire, which was so
heavy that Pouchot was spon con-
vinced of the hopelessness of further
resistance, and surrendered at dis-
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pletely dest d the works at Fort

Chimns Island abovi
vi'le COMMEeNC?s to unioi«d
itself. by the ettlement thereon of
the two ha'f-breed and the Frencl

Canadian and | beautiful comy

ion the only memorial of Wi |
event. is the solitary chimne)
standing, despite the repeated at
tempts, in recent yvears of Iirock
ville vandals to blow it up with gun
powder or batter it down And he
I had better perhaps explain that
my brief narrative of the catastro
phe which took place on the island
in 1800, there is one error (whether
made by the printer or myself, 1
cannot say, for I have not the M.S
by me) in my terming the district
judge oi Kingston Peter Cartwright
instead of Richard, and who, by the |
way, was an amiable and likeable
gentieman, and the ancestor, but not
precisely the prototype, of the pres
ent Dominion Minister of Trade and
Commerce

Another historical gap, this time of
twelve yvears, ensues, and the com.ng
war between Great Brifain and the

United States looms darkly upon the L
horizon. Every student of Canadian
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histor should be aware of the causes
leading to that fratricidal struggle
If he still needs information on thaf
point 1 would refer him to the third
edition of McMullen's Ilistoiy of
Canada, volume 1, page 321, where
he will find all the information need-
ed. Canada was then a poor and
sparsely settled country In the
lower province there were only 220,
V00  inhabitants all told, in Upper
Canada 80,000, On the other hand
the population of the United States
stood at about eight millions, and
their resources were enormous I'he
odds were terrible—twenty-seven or
S0 Lo one 'l‘lll‘l'l‘ were not l‘ill“' SIX
thousand troops in Canada to de
fend a frontier fifteen hundred miles
in extent, while the Mother Country
was then engaged in a life and death
struggle with the great Napoleon
Congress, when it declared war on
the 19th of June, 1812, against
Great DBritain, thought the aflair
would be a mere walk-over At the
close of a three years struggle the
United States did not hold one inch
of Canadian soil Their export trade
had dwindled down from $120,000,-
000 per annum to 57,000,000, three
thousand of their werchant vessels
had been captured, and fully two-
thirds of their mercantile and trad-
ing classes had become insolvent,
while the Union itself was threatened
with disrupticn by the secession of
the New England States On the
other hand the war gave a great
stimulus to the prosperity of Cana-
da, and at its close she was in an in-
finitely better position to defend her-
sel than at the beginning of the
contest.

When hostilities commenced in 1812
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ected his drummer to beat the a

Vance and at its close made pro

clamation that the name of the vil
lagejshould e, and DBroc
ville 1t has Lthat day Lo
Lthis That Al ago

Between DBrockville and Gananoque

the river front was still mostly a
wilderness with only a few settle-
ments  hers and there. Gananoque

was still a mere hamlet of about |
a dozen houses, mostly log ones. Dut
its river had already attracted out *
side attention, draining as it did
much of the interior lake countr}
and being the only good water power
between Kingston and St. Ann’s
Colonel Joel Stone, a Connecticuf {
U.E. Loyalist, with strong claims
upon the government, had asked for
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a grant of land at both side of vl
river, so as to get full control of tl
vale power wnd Sier John John
ne (U n ol I ( Ol » >
W ! Johnst who had rai |
L regiment jor the crown duri L!
war of Independence | petitioned
to the same ellect I'he gordian

knot of the situation was cut by

Vit Colone Stond 100 acres
the w t ol I river yind e
John a grant « the east sid
and king the middle of the river
the boundary line between the two
By and by Charles McDonald, a good

oking voung man, ol Scotch ent
g made his appearance in the 1t
tle sectlement, fell in love with Mary
Stone and married her His next

operation was to lease the water
power from his father-in-law, and to
put up a grist and saw mill. In 1812
he opened a small country store. He
was joined by his brother, John, in
1817. The McDonald firm eventually

acquired all the tone and Johunstene
properties, and flourished greatly for
many years as | bermen, millers
and general mercl They had a
wide reputation f robity and busj
n¢ worth, and ined many young
men in their ays, among whom
was the late John Abbott, the

ilom DPremier of the Dominion
The war proved a gold mine to
Charles McDonald, just as it dijd also
to Jilla Flint, of Drockville, and
thousands of other business men
throughout the country. In the fierce
struggle which it produced for the
naval supremacy on Lake Ontario
the McDonald saw mill was kept go-
ing to its utmost capacity, in order
to supply lumber for the government
dockyvard at Kingston, which even-
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tually turned out a great man-of-war
of 100 guns, which so terrified the
enemy that his fleet had afterwards
to keep close under his forts at Niag-
ara and elsewhere. The farmers liv-
ing along the ~ourse of the Ganan-
oque river and on its tributary
lakes and streams, were kept busy
during the winter getting out pine
and oak logs for the McDonald mill,
and in afterwards floating them
thereto when the spring floods were
at their full. In this way British
gold, then so lavishly spent in Cana-
da, gave a great stimulus to the
prosperity of all classes, and lifted
its  people from their impoverished
condition

On the 6th of February, 1813, two
companies of the American rifle corps
at Ogdensburg proceeded up the river
in sleighs, the ice being very strong,
and made a night attack on Drock-
ville. After wounding the solitary
militia sentry, the houses in the vil-
lage were ransacked, and nearly all
the adult male inhabitants, to the
number of 52, were carried off as
prisoners. The jail was also visited
and 16 prisoners there released, 140
muskets, in store for the militia, and
a quantity of ammunition, were also
captured by the enemy. Major For-
sythe, who then commanded at Og-
densburg, released most of the Brock-
ville prisoners in a few days as he
found them to be non-combatants. A
few nights afterwards the Americans ‘
made an attack on Gananoque, which
was entirely defenceless, killed one of
the inhabitants, and captured there
one keg of powder, a chest contain-
ing 30 muskets, and a few army
stores in the shape of old straw beds !
and blankets. They were very anx-
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ious to capture Colonel Stone, who
was particularly obnoxious to them
but he managed to escape Murs
Stone, however, was badly wounded
in the hip by a shot fired through
her bedroom window. James, the
English historian of the war, de
scribes the hamlet as consisting of
tavern, a saw mill, and a log hut
temporarily occupied by Colonel
Stene. There were, however, a few
other houses at g little distance from
the river, which James did not no-
tice in  his narrative. Major Mc-
Donnell, of the Glengarry IMencible

who commanded at Prescott, sent a
flag of truce to Forsythe at Ogdens-
burg to remonstrate with him about
the depredations committed on  the
Canadian frontier by his troops. lis
remonstrances, however, were met Iy.\
taunts and jeers, and a challenge to
fight out the quarrel on the ice. Sir
George DPrevost, the Governor-Gen-
eral, who happened to be at Prescott
at the time, would not permit Mec-
Ponnell to aceept this challenge,
which he was very anxious to do, his
Highland blood having been well set
going, but instructed him to retal-
iate at the first favorable opportun-
ity McDonnell speedily availed him-
self of this permission. Morning af-
ter morning he drilled his forces with
much ostentation on the ice opposite
the fort to lull the suspicions of the
enemy. On the morning of the 23rd
of February, at seven o’clock, the
usual parade of 280 regulars and 200
militia took place, but presently, in-
stead of returning to land as hither-
to, a sudden dash was made for Og-
densburg. After about an hour’s
hard fighting the British forces com-
pietely carried the enemy’s position,
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defended by 500 regular troops and
militia, capturing 11 guns and all ‘
his stores, and 4 oflicers and 70 men
Two armed schooners ana two gun
boats were burned, as well as two
good barracks for troops. The fort
was also rushed, the enemy fleeing
out of one gate into the woods as
the DBritish entered the other For-
tunately for the fugitives McDonnell's ‘
Indians were absent from the battle,
having been sent by him on other
duty, as otherwise many more of
them would have been killed Mc-
Donnell in his despatch that evening
to Sir George Prevost (which lies be-
fore me as I write) describes the
enemy's loss as very heavy His own
loss was 8 killed and 52 wounded
The capture of Ogdensburg com-
pletely crippled American offensive
operations on the upper St. Law-
rence, but Sir George Prevost, with
the view of making the frontier more
secure against future possible preda-
tory attacks, directed that stout
blockhouses be built ut all the prin-
cipal points along the river and gar-
risoned by efficient bodies of troops.
One of these blockhouses was erected
on a small island opposite Brock-
ville, near the easterly corner of the
C. P. R. wharf. Charles McDonald
got the contract for building the
blockhouses at Gananoque and on
Chimney Island. At the latter point
he also constructed a substantial
wooden causeway covering the 850
feet to the mainland, as well as a ’
small earthwork. Ile repaired and
utilized the chimney which was still
standing, but the island itself was
almost as bare of vegetation as the
conflagration of 1800 had left it, or
as it is to-day. A detachment of
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regular troops, whose lead coat but-
tons are still picked up about the
place, was stationed on Chimney lIs-
land during the remainder of the
war, and another detachment at
Larue’s Mills, about four miles far-
ther up the river Drockville block-
house was re-garrisoned during the
troubles of 1838-Y, and a small body
of Royal Canadian Rifles was kept
there until the corps was finally dis-
banded about 1852, if I recollect
aright What eventually became of
the blockhouse at Chimney Island, I
am unable to say, but most prob-
ably it was burned down in some
way, after it had been finally aban
doned at the close of the war; or
possibly some settler on the main-
land utilized the stout timbers of
which it was built to make a log
house for himself Some old farm-
ers up there should know all about
its final fate. Passing row boats
now move freely above the remains
of the ojd submerged causeway,
pieces of which are still picked up
by the curious, I may add that
Chimney Island was never occupied
for any military purpose whatever,
during the French regime before the
conquest,  Their military posts were
situated on islands farther west, and
during the invasions of the Iroquois
fierce fighting took place around
these posts. According to Jesuit
records Father Pierre Potier, in
Juw'y, 1744, travelled by canoe from
Montreal to Detroit. He mentions
in his journal La Gallette (Prescott)
Pointe a Baril (Maitland), where he
camped for the night, and Ganan-
oque, but says not a word about
Chimney Island, which lay directly
in his course, and which he must
11

——



hav oticed, if there was a mi'ita L
Do therd SO t for the ar
LiqQquitic and the n Lory o | ¢
Island With the final fat of the
Brockville blockhouse 1 happen to
be personally acquainted After the
detachment of the Royal Canadian
Rifl had left, it remained lo 1 up
for Vi About | i
ning ol Lhe IXT1e 1 ] altlant
Brockville Artille Corp amused
themselves occasionally L ring
solid shot at it, forming, as it did
an excellent and safe target I3y
and by, when the navvies were leve
ling down th island for B. & O
purposes, the work came to a sudden
standstill at the blockhouse, for the

government of Canada had never
given any authority for its removal

or right to the land, and have never

done so subsequently. Some rail-

road people, however, were equal to
the occasion One night about that
time, there was a sudden alarm of
fire, and next morning every sign of
the old blockhouse had disappeared
and the navvies (among whom were

two recent immigrants from the
‘ould sod.”’ who subsequently be-
came great railway mwagnates and

millionaires) resumed their work at
blasting down the hard granite rock
The end

J . M M

Brockville, Aug. 2nd. 1901




