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Correspondence respecting the nd IFisheries:
o o 1782-83. '
No. 1.
My, Fitz Herbert to Lord Granz‘izam.—-(Receit:e;Z August 21.)
(No. 52.) . v . : .
(Estract.) - .- Parts, August 17, 1782.

HAVING been frustrated in this attempt to procure immediately from M, de
Vergennes a correct state of the demands of the French Court, I can only transmit to
your Lordship for the present such particulars concerning them as I have been able
to collect from cther sources of intclligence, and the genmeral result of which is as
follows :—

In regard to the Newfoundland fishery, I understand that the French will expect,
amongst other concessions, that we shall cede to them the full and entire sovereignty of
that part of the said island which they have hitherto been permitted to frequent in the
fishing season for the purpose of drying their fish, marking out by a precise boundary
the limits of that district, and leaving them the entire and exclusive enjoyment of ihe
fishery upon the coasts of it.

No.i 2.

Mr. FitzHerbert to Lord Grantham.—(Received August 24.)

(No. 63.) : -
(Extract.) Paris, August 21, 1782,

AGREEABLY to what I had the honour of mentioning to your Lordship in my
last letter by Roworth, I saw M. de Vergennes yesterday by appointment from himself,
and had a long conversation with him upon the point which stands first in order in the
counter-proposition of this Court, I mecan the Newfoundland fishery. He began his
discourse on that subject by an historical deduction of the rights and possessions of the
British and French nations in that quarter, as well before the Treaty of Utrecht as from
that time downwards to the breakinz out of the present hostilitics. In the ‘course of
this, he stated the disputes which had arisen not long afier the conclusion of the Treaty
of Paris respecting the houndaries of that portion of the Island of Newfoundland which
the Trench fishermen were allowed to resort to for the purpose of drying their fish,
which disputes, he said, had turned on two points: the one, the true situation of the
promontory called Pointe Riche, which the Treaty of Utrecht fixes as the limit of the
aforesaid district to the south-west, and which we place in latitude 50° 30°, whilst the
French contend that it is situated much farther to the southward ; the other, the
encroachments which had heen made on the said district by the British settlers, who had
extended themselves along the castern coast from Cape Bonavista to Cape St. John's, to
the exclusion of the French fishermen. M. de Vergennes informed me further that a
negotiation had been sct on foot Letween the two Courts for the purpose of settling
amicably these points whilst Lord Rochford was Sceretary of State for the Southern
Department, and that it was to all appearance in a fair way of heing concluded when
Lord Weymoutl sueceeding to that office, he (as M. de Yergennes asserts) disavowed all
that his predecessor had done, and broke off the business. Having stated this, and
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gone into some other discourse upon the same subJect whxch was not sufficiently material
for me to repeat it here, the French Minister asked me whether I foresaw any arrange.
ments that His Majesty was likely to be inclined to come to for scttling these pom(» 10
the mutual satisfaction of the | two Courts, to which I replied that the most feasible plan
appeared to me to be the resuming the negotiation which he had before mentioned. H.,
then gave me to understand that, From ifs “having been found absolutely impracticable to
dislodge the Dritish settlers from the district in queatxon, the demand which at that time
had been made by France, and which our Court had appeared (as he said belore) by no
means disinclined to accede to, had been in substance that we should give up to the
Freneh (during the fishing seasen as usual, and for the sole purposes of ﬁ~lmxf_f and
drying) the whole coast which stretches from Cape St. John’s to the northern point of
the island, and from thence running down along the whole western and a part of the
southiern shore to a point ealled, in Herman Moll's Alap, Cape May, Iying: in Iatitude
about 43° and longitude auout 49>, This arrangement, M, de \er"u)ms. said, would
have the peeuliar ‘uh.mhru. of Settling at once the two points in dbpute (1} by ziving
the Irench an adequate compen\atwn T for- the ground-they-hxd-lost; and (") by fixing
another and precise point of termination, so as %o do away entirely all our diffe wenees
respecting the true situation. of Pointe Riche ; and upon ¢ this head M. de Verzennes and
his Tirst Secretary; M. de Raynéval (who was premnt as usual), said a nreat deal to
prove that the territory thev asked for, though infinitely greater in extent {han hai
which they gave up, was in fact barely an cqm\alg,nt for it, the latter Iying opposite to a
- part of the Great Bank, and abqundm«r likewise in commodmus havens and crecks for
the various purposes of the ﬁsncr3 -

Having finished what he .nd to say upon this part of the subject, M. de Ay ergennes
adverted to the Islands of St. Pierre and the Miquelons, the restitution of which, he
said, his Court could by'rio means rest satisfied with, the harbour of 8t. Pierre bcing
neither sufficiently large nor sufficiently commodious for the purposes of the Irench
fishermen, besides which he could not brook the restrictions laid down by the Treaty of
Paris as to the number of troops that might be stationed in’garrison in these islands,
nor the prohibition from fortifying them, To satisfy France as to these points, he
expressed a desire that Great Britain would consent to cede to her (as I undersiood him
in the place of St. Pierre and Miquclon) onc or other of those small islands which lie oft
the castern coast of Newfoundland, and he speeified the Island of Belle Isie (me'mmn-
thereby not the Belle Isle which lies off the Esquimaux coast and gives its name to the Sirait,
but a smaller one of the same name, in latitude about 51° ‘70), adding, however, that he
would willingly accept of any other island on any other part of the coast which Great Dritain
might wish to substitute for it, provided that the said island should be ceded entirely to
ancc, and with the emovment of every right of sovercignty whatsoever, and that it
should contain a _port capable of admlmntr ships of war, so that by means of it the
French Commander in those parts might cﬁ'ectmlly cupcrmtend the fishery of this
nation. I must add that though M. de Vergennes a‘fected to speak of .tiis matfer in
loose terms, as if he had not w uohcd it as yet with much attention, mentioning a varisty
of islands which he thought 1m'-ht suit both parties, he recurred more than once to this
parlicular Island of Belle Isle in a manner which, T thought, shows evidently that his
predilection was founded on a knowledge of its possessing the advantage he was in quest
of. As for the rest, he seemed to apeqlx of the condition mentioned 'ﬂmu viz., “ihat
the French should possess this, or whatever other island should be gr nntul to 1“01,1 in -
full sovereignty,” in the light of a conditio sine qud non. :

Your Loulslnp will, of course, understand that these 1)10])04.15 of M. de V eroennes’
viere stated by him merclv as loose hints or outlines of possible arrangements, anid not as
formal offers, as also that on my side, though I entered into as much f*umml conver=ation
npon the sulject as I thought necessary to engage him to a disclosure of his sentiments,

1'told Lim expressly from the first that T could” only take what he might have to ~°\‘,\ :

-ad le/ercu([um, and. in order that my Report to your Lordship might “he as correct as
possible, I desired M. de Vergennes’ fcave to take down upon the ont a short summary
of our conversation, whieh 1 afterwards delivered to him for his perusal, and lie approv ol
entirely of what 1 had \\mtcn, and dirceted M. de Rayneval to take a copy of the paper.
The original of it I inclose herewith. '

‘ In frvncml 1 have only to observe to your Lordship upon the subject of what nassed
in this Conference that, in the course of it, M. de Vergennes scemed to say that France
would expect an exclusive right of fishing "and drying on her part of the “ecast, but he
repeated more than once that his Courb did not mean to form the most Wisiant pre-
tension to any other rights whatscever upon the said district, or that the French fishermen
should be allowed to remain there uthu for ihe purpose of seal c1tchmf* or an) other,
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after the cexpiration of the season of the cod-fiskery. He likewise used some arguments
to convince me that this demand of a strictly exclusive right was intended merel) to
obviate the dl\putes which. micht otherwise arise between the. fishermen of the two
nations, and in the end plodncc mutual .complaints and other unpleasing discussions
hetweea the Courts, a reason which, it must be owned, carries with it a great show of
plauslblhtv‘ howev er, I cannot but confess to vour Lorddnp that upon lm mentioning
this matter a thplClGn came across me, from my having heard that the Americans mean
to claim a share in this fishery, that hc meant to secure the Irench part of the island
from a possibility of litigation, and leave us to settle with the Americans any claims that
they may advance to a similar allotment of coast. DBut upon this head, as he “said nothing
of the American claims, I was of course perfectly silent.

I must likewisc mention that as long as we were upon the subject of the limits
of the French shore of the island the onl} Map that Jay before us was an old one of
Herman Moll’s, which, from a mistake ecither of that geographer or of his engraver,
confounds Pointe Riche with Cape Raye, an inaccuracy which M. de Vergennes
endeavoured to fake advantage of by affecting to comsider it as a Map of the very
highest authority, and both on " that account and on account of Ilerman Moll’s being an
Englishman, as deciding the question in favour of the French pretensions; but this
conclusion I thought it my duty by no means to subsecribe to, both because the fact
is undoubtedly othexmse, and because, though M. de Vergennes’ proposal (if' granted)
does in cffect make the discussion a matter of indifference hereafter, it is not at all
indifferent at present to inquire what the coast they ask for consists of, more especially
as the extent of it would be more than four times mc‘tter under our supposition than it
would be under theirs. M. de Vergennes indeed Tiimself " betrayed to wme afterwards,
through inadvertency, his dxsmf)cnuousne\s as to this particular, for when we came to the
subyoct of the 1<Ifmda, which Herman Moll’s Map did not sufficiently distinguish, he
producul a large and, apparently, very excellent modern Freneh Map, which laid down
Pointe Riche ncarly in its true situation, a circumstance which I did not fail to make a
vroper advantage of,

Inclosure in No. 2.

Summary of Conversation.

Premzer Point, . . T
M. LE CO\ITE DE VERGENNES m’a fait Phonneur de me proposer, comme un
moyen possible de compenser A la France la perte de la péche et de la sécherie depuis
le Cap Benaviste jusqu'au Cap Saint-Jean, que nous abandonnassions & Sa Majesté Trés
Chrétienne (pour servir simplement aux eflets ci-dessus epemﬁu) toute la cite depuis ce
dernier cap en tournant parle nord et le nord-ouest jusqu’au Cap May, qui se trouve
sxtm par les 4S degrés environ de latitude et les 59 degrés de longitude.

Deu.riéme Point.

Que comme ]c port. de PIsle de Saint-Pierre se trouve étre tr op petit pour les besoms ‘
des pv(hcun Francois, sen E\cc]lcnce proposeroit (sur le méme pied d’un arrangement
possible) que PAngleterre eédit d la France, pour en jouir en toute pr opnete et
sovverainete. Pune ou Pautre de ses petites isles qui se trouvent sur la cote du nord-est
de I'lsle de Terre-Neuve, ot bien telle autre isle que la Cour Britannique trouveroit plus-
convenable, pourva que cette isle contienne un port d’olt le Commandant Frangois dans -
celte putlc du monde poulm protéger ct contenu les pechlurs de sa nation.

No. 3.

Lord Gzantlmm to Mr. FitzHerbert.
(No. 8.) |
Sir, ‘ St. James' , dugust "7 1782.
YOUR (Io~,1)'1tc}1 No. 538 was lecewed on Saturday night, and was laid before the King
carly on Sunday mornmfr.
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His Majesty, who has been at Kew cver since the melancholy event of the death of -

~Prince Alfred, will not be in town till to-morrow, so that [ have not been able to reccive

his particular commands upon the subject of your leiter. .

Tt is, besides, of so important a nature, that you wiil readily conceive that the opinions
of His Majosty’s confidential servants must be {aken upon it before I can give yon an
answer. ' . ’

You will in the meantime assure M. de Vergennes (who cannot but admit the
necessity of this short delay), that no time will be lost in taking up the consideration of
this business, ‘

If you have an opportunity, T desire that you would acknowledge, with suitable
expressions of personal regard for him, my receipt of M. de Vergennes’ answer to my
letter. '

‘ T am, &e. ‘ ‘
(Signed) GRANTHAM.

No. 4.

‘ Lord Grantham to Mr, FitzHerbert.
(No. 5. Separate.) : : o
i, St. James’, September 3, 1782, .
AS M. de Vergennes alluded to a negotiation said by him to have been carried on
in 1775 and 1776 with Lord Rochford, and broken off by Lord Weymouth, I think it
necessary to state to you in a few words what passed on that occasion, and to furnish you
with a short précis of the correspondence upon it. ) .
Upon complaint of some damages suffered by Irench from English fishermen the
accounts were stated, examined, and very liberally paid to the entire satisfaction of the
Court of France. This incident gave rise to a proposal on the part of Trance for
obtaining a tract of coast on the Island of Newfoundland, nearly on the same pretence
as it is asked for in the present instance. ‘ o L
Lord Rochford did never, to the best of my information, encourage it. He did not
indeed put an end to it, but wished it might not be pressed at that time on account of -

_the troubles in America: : ‘

Lerd Rochfcrd to
3. Gamier,
Felruary 12, 1775.

M. Garnier,
Fcbriary 14,1775,

Lord Weymouth more explicitly declined entering into the negotiation at all, but
communicated to M. de Vergennes, through Lord Stormont, the orders given to the
Comuu(tinders on that station, with which M. de Vergennes appeared at that time quite
satisfied, : : ' ‘

The question now does not at all relate to the right on cither side; it is in reality a-
question of caleulation upon the advantages which France may gain, and of the expe-
diency of granting or rejecting the proposition, ] : o

Yor the sake of stating the question, I have in a separate paper drawn it up, and
added some observations upon it; and as M. de Vergennes only considers what he:
said to you as loose hints and general conversation, you are hereby furnished with
something in reply to them, which will, however, show him that the subject has not heen-
unattended to. : ‘ R

As to the grant of the full and complete sovercignty of some island near the coast,
such as he describes Belle Isle to be, and the possession of it upon principles so different
to those by which in the Treaty of Paris the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon were
given up, it is a matter of such importance that, till it comes on in some more formal:
shape, an answer to it cannot even be hinted at. X » o

L g ‘ ‘ Iam, &c.- '
(Signed) ~ GRANTHAM.

" Inclosure in No. 4.

. Précis of Correspondence.

DESIRES =2 statement of the loss of some TFrench fishermen, in ordér"chat“thc‘f
may be indemnified, : ‘ s : ‘

Speaks of the sedentary establishment at Bonavista as a reason for hindering the
English from settling against both our inclinations. ‘ R
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"Qerds him the claims, which are to be paid, if settled. ’ Lord Roehferd 15
& . Lord Swormons,
February 17, 1775
Ascertains the claims. Lord Shu'dham,
. February 15, 1775,
\l. de Verzennes seemed satisfied of the intention of paying the claims, but tonched Lord Stormon:,
b & - ~ 5, . -
on mere important points. Our fishermen settled where the F rench were allowed to dry, Febroary 22,1575
sod eft them no room.  Was for allotting the French a portion. ‘

u A . ) T a3 ‘ Lord Rochford 10
Qur tishermen originally to blame. The money to be paid roundly. Lo Starmont,
Mareh 3, 1775,

M. de Vereenncs much pleased with the handsome payment of the money. . Lord Stormont t
T : Lozé Raciton.
Fiench Ambassador presses for some Regulation about the fisheries. Their preten- Losc Horhford te
sions ill-founded and unjustifiable. ‘ ‘ Mr. Sr. Paul,

July 21,1375,
Hopes the hurry of the times will prevent the French Minister pressing this point, 11:0.'& Rochford w
<2 it shot SOLY. ’ ord Siermony,
lest it sthould appear compulsory Privae Onoberz7,
1375. B
M. de Vergennes treated the fishery as an important point: on its present footing Lozd Stormont,
endless di-putes must arise; that the exchange he had proposed was to remove the Ociober 31, 1375,
po~ibility of a dispute.  An exclusive right to the French could never be granted ; a
place where our fishermen did not resort might “on chercheroit des facilités et des
arranemens.”
M. de Vergennes bas no inclination to drop the business; urged it seriously; they Lerd Storment v
Lave it much at heart. Tiord Stormont has done all he can to get delay. Pretended Lord Rochford.

T . . . Private, Novem.
: H v » Y
d.muult.\ in getting information, ber 1, 1735,

M. de Vergennes repeated that France had the adjustment of the Newfoundiand Lo:é Stormoat te
fishery much at beart, ‘ Lord Wermoutn,
c December 27,1775
French Ambassador has proposed a certain portion from Baye des Trois Isles, Lord Wermouts
Cap Raye, Baye de Désespoir, on a ¢ Carte réduite du Golphe de Saint-Laurent, 1754.” Loré Stormonz,
This Map crroncous, and reason to believe intentionally so. The XIilth Arficle of the 22637 26 1776
Treaty of Utreciit does not restrain the residence of the English, but does that of the
French,  This is a constant ground of dispute. :
We have a right to reside, but discourage it as against our interests. 1. de Guines To Lord Siormont,
presses for a new district as a compensation for that part of the concurrent fishery they February 2, 1778
wre by our Settlements. Lord Weymouth declined a negotiation. Necessary to explain
our right as an old one; we cannot remove our fisheries. Regulations for bounties from
Frauce are the cause of the disturbances. S

No hopes of compensation to be given. | o Tbid. ‘
Proposes to delay mentioning it to M. de Vergennes. Lord Stormont.
Jeaves it to his discretion and knowledge of M. de Vergennes’ character. Lord Wesmouth.

Conference with M. de Vergennes. France wants some alterations or ascertainment lord Stormont 1>
of its rizhts, and the limits of its fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland. 3L de lerd Wermouta,
Vergennes owned—* Though there may be no direct violation of Treaty, Treaties should Febreary 21 1776
be construcd in a liberal manner. Should TFrance interpret the right of fiching there ‘
into an exclusive right. it would be a false and strained construction. Should England,
bty Settlements not directly contrary to the letter of the Treaty, preclude Franee from
the cxereise of its right, it would be unkind, and, in effect, be taking away the rieht.”

Lord Stormont told M. de Vergennes that we meant to fulfil our engazements with
them “loyalement,” with good faith. Our officers on that station would have positive |
exders 10 prevent molesting their fishermen, who should enjoy to the fullest extent all
thoce tizhits to which the Treaties of Utrecht and Paris entitled them. That the
cxchanze proposed by M. de Guines was inadmissible, and, besides, would not remedy the
cvil campinined of, as the same concurrence would be established there : consequently,
the possilility of jealousies. That Lord Weymouth could not do otherwise than decline
s:i futthier negotiation on the subject, because appearing to treat about what we could
‘r::\c acee to would not have been *sclon notre caractére, et la franchise de nos
i CLeR, . ' .

M. de Vergennes said they proposed the exchange as an expedient; that what

:‘;:‘ i“fvrcd was by far the best of the two. He admitted we were at liberty to accept
ciuse, '

(2:6) | g | R c
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M. de Giiines had desired our settlers might be removed. Lord Stormont told
M. de Vergennes that could not be done. Those Settlements were contrary to no law
nor Treat) ; they preceded that of Utrecht many years, as is proved by a Charter of
1610; and no objection was made to them at the {ime of the Treaty of Utrecht, nor of
that of Paris; however, we wished not to increase them. The scdent'u‘) fishery, once
encouraged upon false principles, was not what a great maritime Power ml"ht to
encourage, which M. de Vergennes admitted, but addul if no objection had inrmexlv ‘
been made to those Sgttlemems, it was chauae they were not then an cbject to I rance,
who Liad such extensive fisheries in the ¢ embouchure de Saint-Laurent, Cape Breton, &e.
but those being lost by the last peace, she feared we might by de"rees settle the “hole
coast, and leave her no room for the exercise of that right the Treaty had given hnr ‘
which was like taking the right away.

Lord Stormont said that was foreirn to our intentions; those Settlements would bc

rather checked than cncouraged. Our Governors bad prevented any (one person

excepted) from settling upon that const the French fishers formerly frequented, viz., from
White Bay to Cape “de Grat. Whilst the French fished there almost exclusively -
de fait, though not de droit, there were no disputes; now they explored new fisheries, |
and bounties were given with orders to fish wherever the English fished: disputes and
jealousies unav oidably arose.

M. de Vergennes denied such orders, and said, with regard to new fisheries, they
had in fact discovered onc on the coast of Iceland.

Lord Storment repeated that the bounties had caused disputes, as they induced
their fishers to go among our settlers, though (Sir Hugh Palliser says) the 1ce driven
thither from Labrador makes those parts unfavourable for summer fisheries unless com-

_ pensated by bounties.

Lotd Stormont to
Lord Wevmouth,
February 23, 1726,

Lord Weymouth to

{ord Stormont,
March 8, 1776,

Fatreet of the
lestructions,

Jetferys’ Map was examined. Lord Stormont remarked the extent of the coast
formerly fished upon by the French, which was sufficiert for every purpose, as the ablest
fishermen allowed, who blamed the new fisheries, which, however, France might continue
if she pleased, as we should not molest her on any part ‘allotted to her by Treaty ‘

M. de Vercennes said that the French King thought we did not act in this business-
with the fnends}up he expected. Lord Stormont maintained that our conduet was candid
“and reasonable (the same arguments on both sides as those reported in the preceding
dcspatch) M. de Vergennes desired a communication of the orders we said would be K
given to the naval officers on the Newfoundland Station, in the whole or in part. ‘
The King will give cvery proper satisfactory proof that no interruption is intended
to the French ﬁahery on the coast of Newfoundland, ‘agreeably to Treaty; but His -
Majesty claims the full sovereignty of the island. -

Sent a copy of the instructions to the Governor of Newfoundland.

¢ Prevent- British subjects from taking any exclusive possession, as private property,
in the northern parts of Newfoundland, TDetween Bonavista and Point Riche, or from
forming any Scttlement capable of prejudicing the French subjects’ fisheries, as allowed
by I'rcat) , &c., and to do strict justice, w ithout paruaht) ,to the subJects of both Crowns,
according to the Treaty of Paris,” &e.

"The remainder of the instructions relates to the permission given to the 1nhab1tants

- of St. Pierre and Miquelon of supplying themselves from Newfoundland with lumner, &e.,

Lard Stormont to
tard Weymouth,
March 50, 1776,

for building, repairing, &c., on their establishments.

M. de Ver"ennes ‘was pleased with the instructions. Lord Stormont - pomted out
that we did not mean to encourage a sedentary ﬁshery, only to support the right to
propriety m the lsland as o’wen ‘at Utrecht,

No. 5.
Lord Granlham to Mr. FitzHerbert.

(No. 6. \Iost Secret and Confidential.) ‘
(Extract)) 8t. James, September 23, 17w.’, ‘

M. DERAYNEVAL h'xs, of course, had sev cral conferences with me ; and you will be
cnabled by this despatch to confirm in the most particular manner everything that has

~ been said to him here.

1 know no method of more clearly supplying you with the means of doing this than
by Ilis Majesty’s commands to communicate to you a copy of a note which
M. de Ragneval drew up as a \Icmorandum, and of the observations which occurred to
me upon it. ,

It will not however escape your notice, that the ochrvw.t:ons are stated only as '\“h‘lt
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(

might be done if hereafter approved, when the subject of them would come before His
Majesty’s confidential servants. Whereas, M. de Vergennes’ ideas may justly be sup-
posed to be more decisive. ) )

"T'o this paper, which M. de Rayneval is possessed of, I will now add in the order of
the several Articles which it contains, the heads of such reasonings as you will urge in
support and defence of the observations I have mentioned.

* ® ‘ * * * e

1 have in a paper of observations already communicated to you informed you that
the southern coast of Newfoundland from Cape Ray to Cape May is possessed of great
advantages in point of harbours and fisheries, and is, therefore, not to be given up.

You will not fail to speak of the western coast as very valuable, of St. George's
Bay as of great importance, and, above all, give no hopes of any allowance to fish and dry
to the south or east of Cape Ray, which would take in Port aux Basque. .

You will also on this oceasion, as on all others when any alterations are expected, point
out in the strongest manner the high national value which is set on the fisherics, and

~ that nothing but the prospect of preventing future disputes could admit the idea of

ascertaining any new boundary to the respective distriets.

Inclosure in No. 3. _
- Note Confidentielle sur les Moyens d’acheminer les Préliminaires de lu Paiz.

(Extrait.)
‘ . . L]

Mr. FitzHerbert pourrait recevoir des instructions 3. UN arrangement pour la péche de la
de traiter cet Article; il est bon pourtant de prévemr qorre Neuve, Cette matidre a 6té traitée
que la cote méridionale de U'tsle de Terre-Neuve ue ltati t avee Mr. FitzHerbert: si
sgauroit étre comprise dans cette discussioa. Con:qll’ ativemen m}e(‘: r. F1 ziierber 5

les idées qui lui ont été proposées sont jugées
impraticables, je suis persuadé quelles

seront pesées avec équité 4 Versailles,
* * *

. - No.6.

Mr. FitzHerbert to Lord Grantham.—(Received Oclober 8.)

(No. 60.) ‘ .

{Extract.) ‘ : © Paris, October 3, 1782,
WE (M. de Vergennes and Mr. FitzHerbert) afterwards talked over together

M. de Rayneval's note confidenticlle, and your Lordship’s observations thereupon ; but

this was only in the way of general discourse, matters being not yet sufficiently ripe for
us to enter into that regular discussion of the demands of France which is to take place

~ between us previously to their being reduced into the form of a Memorial. What

3 . - o -
passed in this conversation may be reduced to the following heads :—

1. With regard to Newtoundland, 1 took this first opportunity of rectifying the
mistake I had been led into respecting the Port aux Basques, which I told him, being to -
the eastward of Cape Ray, could not be given up; and I likewise discouraged as strongly
as I could all idea of their being allowed to erect any fortifications in those parts, or

“even of their obtaining (on any terms or under any restrictions whatsoever) another island,

as a place of shelter for their fishermen in the room of St. Pierre and the Miguelons, a
declaration which M. de Vergennes did not secem to be much disturbed at, but said in -
general that he could not but hope our Court would relax from their rigour in this
instance, as also that they might be allowed some little compensation on the south side
of Newfoundland for what they had lost towards the north-east. ‘ B

No. 7. -
Extract from Draft Articles.

_LE Roi, pour répondre  la note de la Cour de Londres, remise par M. Alleyne
FitzIlerbert le 4 Aot dernier, propose les Articles suivants pour servir de base a la
future pacitication cntre Sa Majésté et le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne.

ARTICLE I®—Péche de Terre-Neuve. -

. La concurrence entre les pécheurs Francois et Anglois aiant été une source
intarrissable de discussions et de querelles, le Roi pense que le moyen le plus sir de les



8

.é.‘-nir est de béparer les pécheries respectives; en‘conséqucnc’e_ Sa Maj,esté consent i
T desister du droit de péche,‘ ~qui lui est acquis en vertu de I;h:tlcle XIIT du Traiie
v trecht, depuis Je Cap de Bona-Vista jusqu’au Cap St.-Jean* & condition que ses
S .“,;_ciwmn,- senls, et & Pexclusion des Anglois, depuis le dit Cap St.-Jean, en passant
&;: ;: !uord, ct le Cap Raye, situé par 47° 50" environ de latitude septentrionale, jusqud

ointe dite & la hune qui forme Pextrémité occidentale de la Baye du Désespoir.

i Et comme il est indispensable que la France ait un établissement solide, an moyen
duquci les pechenrs Francois pui§sent étre protéges et contenus, le Rgi dcmnn@(} gu'il
fui soit cédd une, ou ‘plusicurs iles, dont il aura la pleine et entitre propricté et
souveraineté ans aucune restriction quclcogque. L . L

Il est entendu que les su.)cts‘dg la France jouiront de la péche comme ils en ont
joui ou da jouir en verlu du Traité ’d'L}rccht, savoir, quils auront le (Alrpst de
couper les bols nécessaires. p.our‘k:u'rs gchamuds et pour réparation ({le;lgurs batimens; -
¢u'ils auront cgalement le drox'f de faire échouer leurs l):ltnncns durant I'hiver, de mettre
le supertiu de leur sel en sireté, et de prolonger leur ]lL‘L;]:C aussi longtems que la saison
le permettra, sans toutefols pouvoir hiverner sur 1 !le de Terre-Neuve. . '

11 est éoalement entendu que les pécheurs Francois continuerent & user dp ITle de
Belleslle, situde entre celle de Terre-Neuve et la terre de Labrador, comme ils en ong

o Jusqu’d prosent, ‘ ‘ ‘
qul]l.:? lp{“clhe exclusive devant é‘trq féservég aux suj.ets Frm,]gois sur foute 1’éte1’1due de
cdtes qui lul sera assigné? parle T raité de_ ):\l&\]e’Rnl -d’z\ngne_terre promet et s engage
A faire déguerpir tout plebeur qui y seroit déji établi, ou qui voudroit par la suite v
fortner un établissement. s

No. 8.

My, FitsHerbert to Lord Grantham.—(Received November 3.)
No. 64) . :
(Extract.) . DParis, October 28, 1782,
AGREEABLY to what I had the honour of mentioning to you in my last letier by
Lanzun, I went the next day to Versailles in order to deliver to M. de Vergenunes vour
Lordship’s answer to the Memorial of proposals of the Court of France, :
' . ® * * * *
After having dwelt generally and in very strong terms on the great valte of the
sacrifices. which His Majesty was willing to make in order to restore peace, and conse-
quently on the unequivocal proef which they afforded of his eagerness to attain that
‘gvsiml‘)\c end; and after having represented, in farther support of this reasoning, the .
considerable abatement which His Majesty was villing to admit of in the adrantages -
secured to him by the Treaty of Paris, so that, to whichever quarter of the globe France
should turn her eyes, she would find herself (even exclusively of the enormous benefit
she would reap from the Concession of American independency) infinitely bettered by
the proposals now held out by England, and that, too, in all points of view, both territorial
and commereial, T went. on to explain to the French Minister, by entering into a detail |
of the several Articles of those proposuls, that they contained the very utmost extent of N
what we could give, as well as of what France could, with any appcarance of reason, |
expect or desire. : R S
First, in regard to the Article of Newfoundland, I omitted none ‘of the arzuments
which your Lordship had directed me to use in order to induce the French Court to *
content themselves with the very ample additional share of coast which we are willing to-
alfot to their fishermen, as also not to insist upon. their demand of having their share of
the fishery rendered exclusive ; and I thouglit, upon the whole, that M. de Verzennes™
did not seem disposed to insist very strenuously upon either of those points; lie only
espressed a wish that the Port aux Basques might be included in their divigion of the ;
const.  But this 1 took care-nrot to listen fo, assuring him, in the firmest and most -
rositive manncr, that no pottion whatsoever of the southern side of the eoast could possibly
{'c granted.  Ilikewise dwelt very much upon the King's extreme readiness to compiy.
with any reasonable request of the Court of France, testified by his dispensing with the
restrictions of the Vith Article of the Treaty of Paris; and by his giving them, in licu |
of St. Pierre and the Miguelons, the very Island of Belle Isle which they had testified them.
sclves <o anxious to acquire; but, Iam sorry to say, the French Minister had rot.the -
candour to acknowledge in the manner they deserved the generosity of these Coneessions, .

eaying, in particular with regard to Belle Isle, that he did not yet know positively wheiher
‘ ¢ 1l foudra déterminer la véritable latitude de Cap St.-Jean, :
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- it would answer or not the purposes of France, and that he must write to Havre de Grace
and St. Maloes for farther information concerning it—an assertion which appeared to me
the more extraordinary, as I recollect perfectly well that, at our former conference upon the
subject, he laid his finger upon this Island of Belle Isle in a manner that showed beyond the
possibility of a doubt that he was thoroughly acquainted with its advantages, and was for
that reason anxious to acquire it.

No. 9.

Mz, FitzHerbert to Lord Grantham.—(Received November 10.) .
{Xo. 66.) : : , :
(Extract.) - Paris, November 5, 1782.
ATTER what I had the honour to mention to your Lordship in my letter No. 64, it
will be no surprise to you to hear that I had a few days afterwards a formal conference
with M. de Vergennes, at which the two late Memorials of Great Britain and France
were both brought upon the tapis, and the corresponding Articles in each discussed
together. :
°This conference (at which M. de Rayneval was likewise present, as usual) took place -
on Saturday last, and the following is, as nearly as T can recollect, the substance of what
passed at it:— o ‘ ‘ ‘ » o

Upon the business of Newfoundland the principal difference between us was occasioned
by the demand of France to have her share of the fishery rendered exclusive, demand
which M. de Vergennes insisted upon strenuously by a repetition of all his former
arguments upon the same subject, and which I laboured with equal perseverance to
ward off; however, finding that what I said bad not made the impression I wished,
I at last ventured to propose, as a & mezzo termine”” (taking care, however, to add that
the proposition came merely from myself), that the said exciusive right should not be
mentioned in the Treaty, but that we should promise ¢ ministéricllement ” to secure it
to the French fishermen, by means of proper instructions to that effect to the Governors of
- Newfoundland, an expedient which Bl de Verzennes came into readily, saying that such
a Ministerial assurance as that T had mentioned weuld fully satisfy him. ‘I must add that
he had himself proposed several otlier modifications by substituting different terms in
licu of the words ¢ péche exclusive,” but as they all expressed the same meaning, though .
somewhat less strongly, I did not think it advisable to accept of them. With regard to
the extension of coast granted to the French fishermen in licu of the tract included -
between Cape Bonavista and Cape St. John’s, M. de Vergennes again pressed as before
to have the Port aux Basques comprehended in it, but upon my repeating to him in the
most positive terms that farther than Cape Ray could not be granted he seemed to
desist from the claim, so that I am pretty confident he will not urge it afresh in his
next proposals. ~In the same manner likewise, in speaking of the lsland. of Belle Isle,
which lics between the Labrador coast and that of Newfoundland, though he did not-
agree with me in admitting that it lay nearer the former of those coasts than the latter, -
or that the question had ever been decided upon that ground against the pretensions
- of Trance, he said the object. was so inconsiderable as not te be worth insisting on,
Lastly, with regard to the other Island of Belle 1sle, he said, as he had hinted in our last
conversation, that upon inquiring farther inte the particulars concerning it, he found it
would not answer the purposes of the French fishery, and that therefore (there being -
likewise no other island on their side of the coast which was fit for the aforesaid
purposes) he must again recur to the Islands of St. Pierre and thé Miquelons : to this I
replied that 1 did not conceive any objection would be made in England to the resti-
tution of these islands upon the footing of the Treaty of Paris, but that he was not to
take it for granted that we should dispense with the restrictions stipulated for by that-
Treaty, in this casc, as in the case of Belle Isle, the islands in question being situated at-
a very short distance from our Settlements, and. it being therefore certain that the
erection of any considerable fortifications upon them must necessarily create much
umbrage to England. M. de Vergennes admiited, in answer to this; that our ceding
Belle Isle in full sovercignty gave him certainly no right to infer tkat we should be
cqually willing to restore St. Pierre and the Miguclons upon the same terms, but he
added that any apprehensions that might be raised in England. respecting the. future.
Intentions of France to render those islands places of any strength would be entirely’
groundless, as they were not naturally fortifiable, nor the port of St. Peter’s large enough

- [226])
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j to contam a single ship of war; and though I acain rejoined that T foresaw his demand
would be at ttended with difficulty, I am petsuaded he will insert it in his next

Memorial.

No. 10.

v

Mr. FitzHerbert to Lord Grantham.-——(l’ecezwd Nowmber 20)
(No. 70.)
(Extract.) : ‘ Paris, November 15, 1732,
I DID not receive tlll thls morning early the honour of your Lordship’s despatches
Nos. 18, 19, 20, and 21 of the 9th instant with their inclosures, the Messenger, Slater,
who brou'rbt them, having been detained some days by contrary winds at Dover.

In consequence of your Lordship's letter No. "19, 1 should have gone immediately to
the Spanish Ambassador, but was obliged to put it off till the afternoon having been
engaged by previous appointment with M. de Vergennes to go in the morning ‘to
Versailles, where I found upon. my arrival that he had sent for me in order to put
into my hands the two inclosed papers. One of them is an answer (drawn up in the
shape of regular preliminaries) to the last Memorial of our Court, and the other contains
such detached observations ag were not proper for insertion in the former; and your
Lordship will find, upon a perusal of them, that, taken together, they correspond in all
‘thmws with the outline which M. de Vervennes had before sketched out to me in
conversation, as also that the tenour of them is not, upon the whole, very wxde of that of
the aforesaid ultimatum of Great Brxtam :

‘ Inclosure 11in No. 10
Ea,tract from «“ Reponse au Mémoire de la Cour de Londres dJ 21 Octobre, 1782 ?

~ LE Roi ¢t le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne étant d’accord sur lcs pnncxpes qui doivent.
servir de base a la future pacification, Sa Majesté propose les Articles préliminaires
guivants:— .

1. Sa Majesté le Roi de la Gmnde-Bretwne conservera la propriété de I'Ile de |
Terre-Neuve et des fles adjacentes, ainsi que Ic tout lui a été eédé par PArticle X111
‘du Traité d'Utrecht sauf les exceptions stlpulces par Article IV du présent Traité. ‘

2. Ba Majesté le Roi de France, pour prévenir les querelles qui ont en lien Ju:qu’é—
présent entre les deux nations Francoise et Angloise, renonce.au droit de pcche qui lui’

‘ app.lrhent en vertu de ' Article XHI susdit du Traité & Utrecht, depuis le Cap Bonavista
jusqu'au Cap Saint-Jean situé sur la cole orientale de Terre-Neuve par les 80° de
latitude; aumoicn de quoi la péche Francoise commencera an dit Cap Saint-Jean,
- passera par le nord, et descendant par la edte occidentale de lle de Terre-Neuve, aura
: ponr limites Fendroit appelé Cap Raye, situé au 47 degré 50 minutes de latitude. A
' 3. Les pécheurs Trangois jouiront de la péche qui leur est assignée par Article .
prwudcnt comme ils ont eu droit d’en jouir en vertu du Traité ’Utrecht et Sa Majesté-
Bnt'mmque s’engage & empécher ses sujets, par les ordres les plus. pocxtlf:, d’interrompre
~ ni de géner, de quclquc fagon que ce soit, les pécheurs angms Bien entcndu quil ne
- sera point permis & ceux-ci d’hiverner sur ITle de Terre-Neuve.
4. Pour donner & la France un établissement solide au moien duquel les snjets
Francois puissent étre protéaés et contenus, Sa Majesté Britannique cédera 3 Sa \lajeate ]
Tres Chrétzcnne en toute propriété les Iles de Samt-Pierre et Miquelon., ‘
5. A Tégard du droit de péeher dans le Golfe de - Saint-Laurent, les t'rangoxs
coutmueront d’eu jouir conformément & I’Artxclc V du Traité de Paris. ‘
% * % R

AVersmIlcs, le 15 Nozembre,l/82 S e
(Signé)‘ | ‘DE VERGENNES. -
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Inclosure 2 in No. 10.

Erlract from * Observations sur Ie Przyct & drticles Pré lzmmazres propose & la Cour de
Londres le . :

SUR PArticle I et IIT.—L’objet essenticl des deux Cours, dans les nouveaux
Arrangements qu'elles feront pour la pache de Terre-Neuve, sera de prévenir les
querelles journaliéres auxquel‘cs la concurrence a donné licu; cest pour remplir ces -
objets que le Roi a proposé le sacrifice de la pcche depuis le C'lp Bonavista jusqu’an
Cap Saint-Jean, et que Sa Majesté a demandé qu’en suivant Pesprit du Traité d’Utrecht
les deux nations péchassent exclusivement sur les parties de cote que le futur Traité leur
assignera.  Le Roi regardera cette exclusive comme suflisamment établie par I’ Article I11,
et S Majesté déclare qu'elle s’en contentera; bien entendu que Sa Majesté le Roi de I -
Grande-Bretagre lui donnera I'assurance positive quiil prendra les mesures les plus
cfficaces pour prévenir les entreprises de:ses sujets an préjudice de la dite exclusive et
pour défruire les établissements sédentaires qui pomront se frouver sur les cotes
assignées aux Francois.

I'Ou'mt A la clause que les I‘nnoom 1ou1ront dc Ia chhe comme ils en ont Joul
ou da jouir en vertu du Traité d"Utreeht, il en résulte qu'ils continucront d’avoir le
droit de couper les bois nécessaires pour Teurs échafauds, et pour la réparation de leurs
bitiments; qu'ils auront également Ie droit de hne échouer leurs bitiments durant
Phiver, de “mettre lo superﬂu de leur sel ca stuaeté, et de prolonger leur péche anssi long-
tems que la saison le permettra. ]

‘ * x % T2 |

4 Versailles, le 15 Novembre, 1782, o
| (Sgné)  DE VERGENNES.

No. 11.

T Lord Grantham to Mr. FitsHerbert. ‘

(No. 24) o |

(E\tmct) ‘ ' St. James', Nozember 23,1782,
YOUR despatches Nos. 70 and 71 were received on Wedngsdav, and unmedxato‘ ‘
laid before the King.

‘ I have scen M. de Rayneval, of \\hose arrival you appnz;.d me, and have fully
conversed with him on the subgect of the French papers. We read them over together,
and he has given me such an account of his despatch to AL de Ver, wemes as. mduccs me
to tth that he made a fair representation.

1 find great pains have been taken to avoid mcntlomnn‘ the ﬁshcry as e\clume,/
and the TTIrd Article is cautlouqu worded for that purpose. How ever, it is very desirable

. that it should be left cntircly out, and that the French should be contented with as
strong assurances of not being molested as can be given them in the King’s name. .
Theso assurances, on the part of His 1 Majesty, deserve, Jand are cntitled to, a rec1pmuby
on the part of His Most Christian Majesty, and if France will not be: contented with
any islands but St. Pierre and \hquelon, which, however, should be strongly resisted, and

‘will not consent to have the same restrictions put upon them as by the Treaty of Pau:,

it will at least be expected that assurances, and ‘these authentic, should be given that

* these islands shall not be fortified. He said much to prove that they conld not. admit of

. much fortmcwtxon, that their harbours are small, that the strengthening them in time.

:olf peace would be- of no use, and, in txme of nar, “ould not be sufﬁcxent to protcct ‘
them. ' : : S ,

A No."l‘.’. o
‘Extract frbm fhe Ne wfoundland Memonal deluered by M'r W M. Pltt

~ CARE to be taken that the French and Ameucans do not underaell us in the forewn
markets. French and Americans have many advantages in the fishery which we. ho.\e,
not, - Those which the’ French have may be greatly countcmctcd Though they cnjoy "
St. Pierre and Miquelon in full right, yet if the) are not allowed to cut tlmben, &e., in’
any part of the Island of \Ic\\foundhnd except in the limits of their own fishery, and
then only accordmn' to the word of the Pcace of - Utx echf, those 1slf1nd> will be of httlc
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- setvice to them.. No Treaty gives them the liberty of -cuiting timber,* permitted in the
" years 1776 or 1777 ; destroy more timber in a short time than the English had done
in thirty years. Miquelon does not admit of fortifications. St. Pierre may be fortificd
to auy degree; harbour has only 12 feet of water, - If St. Pierre is fortified we must
fortify St. Lawrence Bay. . ‘

Trade subject to many burthens; olive oil, fruit, cork, &c., bronght from Spain and
Portugal, duty paid on importation, drawn back on the exportation to Newfoundland ;
but the trade by that means subject to double freight, insurance, and loss of time.
French carry their commodities directly to Newfoundland, duty free. Therefore, it is to
be wished that the same commodities might be carried by us directly to Newfoundland,
duty free. g

yThc Custom-house and officers of Customs great embarrassments to the Newfound.
land trade. The revenue does not pay the charge of collection ; don’t prevent smugsling.
on account of extent of coast. The duties paid there no object of revenue, but a restraint
on the trade, therefore ought to be taken off. The business of the Revenue otficer would
then be to grant certificates, which duty might as well be discharwed by the naval
officers. Fees paid by the ships in the trade come very high ;i to be wishied that all
ships engaged in fishing should be exempt from all fees, exeepting the 2s. 6d.1 laid on -
by 15 Geo. IIT, and such ships to pay 5s.; and certificates to be granted for only such

of the cargo as the merchant shall require. ‘

The 35th scction of 4 Geo. III, cap. 15, should be repealed, which limits the
spproach of British ships to the Islands St. Pierre and Miguelon. Inconveniences of
preventing ships to approach those islands. The cause of this Act was to prevent the
British fishers selling to the French fish for European goods, a sort of smuggling highly
detrimental to the British Newfoundland trade, might be prevented by laying the severest
penalties on the thing itself, instead of preventing the near approach of ships to the
French islands. ‘

Observations on certain Clauses of the 15 Geo. II1, Chap. 31.

~ The 1st clause limits the bounties to British ships only; we wish it was extended
to ships belonging to British subjects. ‘ : o ‘
Bounties too small. The largest ship wants at most only twelve men, but fifteen are
required to entitle her to the bounties. The wages of two men exceed the bounty.
Fishing-boats not protected from pressing. . - N ‘
The 2nd clause, relating to ship’s room, is hard upon those who,at a great expense,§
erected stages, &e. L :
From the war many merchants have deserted their plantations, owing fo the
depredation of privateers, very hard upon them that now anybody may take possession
of their possessions, if they have been absent a year and a day. Impossible for a ship’s
company after their arrival to- furnish themselves with stages. &c., without losing ihe
object of the voyage. To colonize Newfoundland would be fatal to the fishery. = How.
ever, it is proposed to give merchants a more permanent interest in their plantations.
The scheme to suppress boat-fishing an impolitic onc; employ more men than the
bankers: 900 sail of English bankers would catch the quantity for the British trade;
they would employ 10,800, the number now employed 20,000. e
. oth clause. We wish that all oil, the produce of Newfoundland, Labrador, or any ..
ﬁ;nish possession in North America, should be imported duty free. The duty now paid
5. per {on, R - ‘ o : ‘ ‘ ‘
~ The 11th clause allows no seal-skin, &c., to be imported duty free, unless attested
to have been caught by the crew of the vessel that imports it. Impossible fo be
compiied with, as scals are always killed in the winter by the inhabitznis on the island.
It <}:0uld only be required that the skins should be the produce of Newundland, &c. -
The 13th clause, which relates to bringing home the men, a uscless provision, as ne
advantage can arise to the master from leaving them behind. o :
~ The 14th clause, which enjeins the master to advance a-half year’s wages to the
men, and to pay the other half at the end of the term of service in bills, is injuricus te
the master and uscless to the men. The wages of a green man 51 or GL; kis clathing .
&t the outset G . Seamen’s wages increase yearly from 101 to 301 o

'o If they have not the liberty to cut timber, they must purchase it either of us or of tke Americans, which
- would wake their fshers, &c., more expensive, thercfore prevent their underselling us ‘
t Sumdtines 61, 8L, or 101, ‘ ‘
2 Qy. why that fee to remain.
§ From 3,0002. 10 4,000/, -
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The 16th, which subjeets the first fish caught to the payment of wages, makes the
men idle after they have caught a certain quantity. ‘

The 17th clause does not furnish an adequate remedy to this evil. The penalty of
two days’ hire sometimes not near equal to loss from an hour’s idleness. Men absenting
themselves from duty should be tried by the administrators of the port, and the damage
found by a jury. . ’ ‘

The 18th clause empowers the Vice-Admiralty Court and the Court of Session to
seitle disputes. . The Court of Session sufficient ; Admiralty Court expensive, therefore
_we wish the power taken totally from that Court. ‘ ‘

The 19th clause repeals the exemption from pressing in 6 Ann, cap. 37. We
wish men should not on any account be pressed from the ships during the season, except
by a particular order from the Governor.

We wish that foreign salt may be landed in England and reshipped for Newfound-
land without paying any duty. ‘ -

We wish the Governor to be instructed to limit the number of public-houses.

We wish all apprentices from 12 to 21 ycars old, trained to the sea by their masters, -
should be protected from the impress.  Also boat-masters who have served in that
capacity for two years, ‘ ‘ ‘

Some measure ought to be taken to prevent emigrations to America. :

No recrviting party ought to be “suffered to eniist a seaman or fisherman at
Newfoundland ’

No. 18,

Lord Grantham to Mr. FitsHerbert.
(No. 2)) . ' o
Sir, . 8t. James', January 9, 1783.

I HAVE the King’s commands to transmit to you a draft of Preliminary Articles.

It is His Majesty’s pleasure that, as they have been very maturely weighed by his -
most confidential servants, and are thought by them to be such as this country is entitled
to obtain, you should immediately acquaint M. de Vergennes with your having received
them, and present them to that Minister, in order to their being signed by yourself and
him when agreed upon. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

~His Majesty entertains the most just expectation that this can meet with no
difficulty. ‘ ‘ :

be: subject has been so fully and so repeatedly considered, and the King’s earnest
and sincere desire of peace have induced His Majesty to make such concessions for the
purpose of obtaining it, that it would argue the worst disposition in the other belligerent
Powers if they do not immediately concur in adopting the terms now proposed.

You will thereforc insist in the most strenuous manner upon the complete
acceptance of these Articles in_ their present form, not deviating from it except in
- immaterial instances indeed, or in the very important points which I will state fully to

you in my separate despatches of this date. . . ‘
‘ ‘ ‘ : : - TYam, & I
- (Signed) - GRANTHAM.

- Inclosure in No. 13,
Draft of Preliminary Articles between Great Britain and France.
. LE Roi de la Grande-Bretagne et le Roi Trés Chrétien, animés d'un désir égal de
faire cesser les calamités d’une guerre destructive et d’établir entre eux Funion et Ia bonne
intelligence aussi néeessaires pour le bien de humanité en général que pour celui de

leurs Royaumes, _Etats, et sujels respectifs, ont nommé & cet effet, sgavoir, de la pari de -
Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne, ‘ o o

et de Ia part de Sa Majesté Trés Chréticune,

je2s] - . R
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Lesquels, 2prés s’étre duement communiqué leurs pleins pouvoirs, en boune forme,
sont convenus des Articles préliminaires suivants:— . : ‘

ARTICLE 1.

Aussitot que les préliminaires séront signés et ratifiés, Pamitié sineére sera rétablie
entre Sa Majesté Britannique et Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne, leurs Royaumes, Etats, et
sujets, par mer et par terre, dans toutes les parties du monde; il sera envoyé des ordres
aux armées et escadres, ainsi quaux sujets.des deux Puissances, de cesser toute
hostilité et de vivre dans la plus partaite union, en oubliant le passé, dont. leurs
‘Ronverains leur donnent Pordre et Pexemple, et pour Pexéeution de cet Article ii sera
donné de part et d’autre des passeports de mer aux vaisseaux qui seront expédiés, pour en
porter la nouvelle dans les possessions des dites Puissances. o -

ARTICLE 1I.

Sa Majesté le Roi de la Gmndé-Bretagne' conservera la propriété de llsle de
Terre-Neuve et des isies adjacentes, ainsi que le tout lui a ¢é1é céd¢ par PArticle XIII du
Traité &’ Utrecht, sauf les exceptions, stipulées par PArticle V du présent Traité,

ARTICLE III.

Sa Majesté le Roi Trds Chrétien, pour prévenir les querelles qui ont eu licu jusqua
présent enfre les deux nations, Francoise et Angloise, renonce au droit de péche qui lui
apartient cn vertu du méme Traité d’Utrecht depuis le Cap Bonavista jusqua Cap
St. Jean, situé sur la edte orientale de Terre-Neuve par les 50 degrés de latitude nord, au
moyen de quoi la péehe Frangoise commencera au dit Cap St. Jean, passera par le nord,
et descendant par la ebte occidentale de I'Isle de Terre-Neuve, aura pour limites Iendroit
appellé Cap Raye, situé au 47 degré 50 minutes de latitude. ‘

' : ‘ ARTICLE 1V. S .
Les pécheurs Frangois jouiront de la péche qui leur est assignée par I'Article
précédent comme ils ont droit d'en jouir en vertu du Traité d’Utrecht. ‘
ARTICLE V. ' -

Sa Majeété Britannique cédera en toute propriété a Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne les
- Isles de St. Pierre et Miquelon. ‘ ‘ : L
' ‘ ARTICLE VL o :
A Pézard du droit de péche dans le Gdlphe de St. Laurent, les Frangois continueront

A en jouir conformement A I’Article V du Traité de Paris. S
I * - * L L C

t

e e

- No.14 e
L " Lord Grantham to Mr. FitzHerbert.
(Private)) ) o [
Sir, - o B - St, James', January 9, 1783,
. TINCLOSE to you a note which I have signed, and which will give the Court of =
France that sccurity, which from the first. has been demanded on their-part, of not being .
interrupted in the fishery on the banks allotted for their temporary use in Newfoundland,
and in delivering it you may assure the French Minister of the punctuality with which

this engagement will be observed. = B SR ey
. The EFrench Court has never had: reason to complain of anything on. the part of Iis'
ajesty’s Governors on this subject, and when, at the close of that controversy of which -
T sent you a précisin my No. 5, the orders which were sent out were communicated to
- the French Court they were perfectly satisfied with them, and may equally be assured -
‘:};:;t they now shall contain the most positive directions, agrecably to’ the tenour of that -
In M. de Vergennes'- observations, which accompanied the Articles dated the -

Gth October, he exfends the provisions of the Treaty of Utrecht further than the
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XITIth Article of that Treaty expresses. Tt is impossible to agree further to this than
to refer, as I have done explicitly, to the Article itself.

T have never been able to succced in procuring any promise that the Islands of
St. Pierre and Miquelon should not be fortified ; as little could I prevail in enforcmrr the
restrictions of the Treaty of Paris with regard to Bengal. ,

It may, however, in some degree answer the same purpose if the paper of observa-:
tions which I have herewith ll’lLlOaLll to you, upon being presented to M. de V. erﬂcnms,
could receive an answer to it as satisfactory as the said | paper ought to have.

This being the case, I would not have it delivered without your being assured of its
being duly 'Lttended {o. ‘

“If, in conterence with AL de Vcrrrennea, you \hould find him disposed to wo even
fur thm than my paper of observations does, you will then draw up one stronfrcr than
mine, and receive his answer.

Without a certainty of this it would be exceedmnly improper to present the paper
. at al}, as it would su]nect His Majesty’s name to be used in forming expectations which
would cither not be complied WIth or oﬁ‘enswe]y refused.

‘T am, &e.
(Signed) - GPA\THAM

Inclosure 1 in No. 14.
- _ _ 1\ ote,

LE Roi étant entiérement d’accord avee Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne sur les Articles
Préliminaires qui serviront de base au Traité Détinitif, cherchera tous les moiens gui
pourront non seulement en assurer Pexéention avee la bonne foi et Ia ponctualité qui lui
sont connues, mais de plus, donnera de son ebté toute Pefficace posmble aux prm(npes qui
empdécheront jusqu’a la moindre germe de dispute & P’avenir.

A cette fin, et pour que les pécheurs des deux nations ne fassent pas naitre des.
quercllu Journahéres Sa Majesté prendra les mesures les plus positives pour prévenir Ies
entreprises de ses sujets, au préjudice de ceux de la France qui pécheront sur les cotes
qui sont assignées & ceux-ci, ¢t fera retlrer les et'xbhssomens sédentaires quis y <eronf
formés. ' ;
L’ Article XIIT du Traité d'Utrecht, et la méthode de f‘ure la peche qui a eté de tout
tems recornue, sera le modtle sur lcquel la péche s’y fera. On n’y contreviendra pas,
ni d’'unc part ni de Vautre, les p&cheurs Francois ne biitissant rien que leurs échafandages,
et n’y hivernant point. Les sujets de Sa Majesté Britannique, de leur part, ne molestant
aucunement les pécheurs Francois durant leurs pcches, ni ne dérangeant leurs echa’nu-‘
dages durant leur absence.

Llexactitude aussi la plus serupuleuse A borner la piche Juaquk mi-canal entre les
Isles de St.-Pierre et de Miquelon, et celle de la Terre-Neuve, deviendra nécessmre pour -
cmpcchcr les disputes entre les pccheur: des deux natlona. ‘

,T’w‘

Ix;closin'e 2in No. 14..
Eztract from Memorandum. -

LES Articles sur la peche ne laissent rien 2 désirer da cote dc la France; e Ror
ayant A ceeur autant que 8a. Majesté Trés Chrétienne que leurs sujets respectlfb évitent
tout prétexte de dispute; et les ordres que leurs dites Majestés donneront en conscqucnce
de ces principes, les confirmeront de la maniére la plus satisfaisante. .

Sa \Iajcsté en cédant les Ysles de St.-Pierre et Miquelon 3 la I‘nnce, les re«’trdc‘
comme ccdées afin de servir réellement d'abri aux pecheurs l’rancma, ct dans la confiance
entitre que. ces posscssmns ne denendlont pomt un ObJCt de Jalousie’ entn, les deux
nations. . , . :

4 Q’t. James, le 9 Janvzer,, 1783,

(Signé) GRANTHAM;
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' No. 15,

. Mr. FitzHerbert to Lord Grantham;—(Received January 13.)
(No. 8.) . | |
(Esxtract.) Paris, January 9, 1783,
[ HAVE the honour to mform )our Lordalup that, agreeably to what 1 mentioned
to you in my last, I had yesterday a very long conference with M. de Vergennes upon
the respective schemes of Prehmxmr) Articles offcred by your' Lordship ‘and by that

Minister. As we made use of the former as ihe «round“oxk of our discussion, I return

it herewith,®* having transcribed into the margin, opposite to cach Article, the several
"amendments, \arlatlom and commentarics pmposed by the French Minister, which I

noted down yesterday in his cabinet, he keeping an exact copy of ev er)thm(r I wrote... -
The preamble, as well as the Ist IInd, IfIrd, IVth, Vth, and VIth Artlch,a, your

: Lordshlp will find were agreed to by him in tolo ; only he desired me to acquaint you that

he took it for granted the. King was willing to give the assurances stipulated for by this

Court in the observations upon ! the I‘lsher) Articles annexed to his Memorial of the 15th
November. I have likewise to mention farther, upon that head, that as the IIIrd .

Article, as it is worded at present, makes no precise mention of the cession made to "
‘ France of that part of the Newfoundland coast which is included between Pointe Riche
and Cape Ray; asit appeared to me that this Court acquired by that means a specious
show of moderation which, in fact, did not belong to her; and, finally, as I thought that
the whole might possibly give a handle to mlsrenrescnt'xtlon at home, I plopo~ed, as from
myself, a verbal alteration, which your Lordahlp will find opposite to the Amcle, and

which M. de Ver(rennes has agreed to admit in case you approve of it. :

No. 16.

Lord Grantham to Mr. Fits Herbert

(No. 9) - ‘ |
(Extract.) St. James January 14, 1783
I RECEIVED _:,esteuhy morning your despatches Nos. 1, 2, and 3 wlnch were -
immediately laid before the King, s
" The despatches which you will have ree scived from me by chke“s will have 50
“thoroughly informed you of the ultimate resolution taken by His Majesty, that I
trust you will have Iittl¢ or no difficulty in arranging and signing the Preliminaries
~immediately upon the receipt of this, if even that measure is not already completed, I -
trust that the French Minister will have seen in its true light the difference between the

sketch of the Preliminaries which he discussed with you on » the 8th instant, and the draft

~of those which you mll since have prescnted to him, in order that they mlwht be ﬁnally :
agreed to. g S
< As there is searcely any material variation between them I cannot Suppose that any o

_ Tresh obstacle can possibly arise ; but as I conceive that the French Minister may have
declined the signature till-the return- of the Messenger who brought the last despatches,« T
I will now go ﬂllOll“h the obscrvations which that Minister made upon the Amdes, in
order to state to you the footing upon which they may be immediately signed. Qo
It appears to me that the word ‘« au moyen de quoi,” in Article III, are. preterable‘ P ¥

to those which are substituted to them, as the change of the district of coast allotted for -

the Trench fishery appears more as a natuml consequence of thexr giving g up another ;
.part of it than as a stlpulatxon ‘

No. 17’

L Mr. I'lt:.'H”Tl)eTt to Lord Grautlmm --(Recenccl Januar Y ‘)1 )
(o. 5.) | |
(Extmcb.) \ ‘ o ‘ Parzs, January 19 ln.a o
‘ HAVIXG thus gone throunrh thc seveml Artxcles of the French Treaty, it remains for -
- me to give your Lordahxp an account of what has been settled respectmw the \hmstcnal o
‘ Declaratxons which are to be made on both sides. = o
First, with regard to the exclusive fishery to be allowed to France at \Ie“foundland =
after a lonfr debate upon that eubJect with: thc French 1 ’\Ixmcter, in. thc course of whlch

® Mssing



. . No.16%
M. de Vergénnes to Mr. Fit: errberi.‘

: ‘ ‘ Versailles, le 15 Janvier, 1783,
J'AI T'honneur, Monsieur, de vous renvoier le Projet de Déclaration que
M. l¢ Comte de Grantham vous a chargé de me communiquer.” Je Vai fait
transerire, et je vous ferai part des observations dont il peut étre susceptible
“quand j'aurai pris les ordres du Roi. Il en est une cependant préliminaire
que je ne puis me dispenser de vous recommander. Nulle part il est dit que la
péche des Frangois sera exelusive, cependant il en a toujours été question depuis
I'ouverture de la négociation ¢t le Ministére Britannique s'est montré favorable
a cette clause. Peut-étre seroit-elle moins nécessaire si nous navions i craindre
que la concurrence des pécheurs vraiment Anglois, mais suivant les Articles
agréés ct arrétés entre la Cowonne d’Angleterre et les Etats-Unis de
I Awgrique, les sujets Américains acquérant le droit de pécher partout con-
“curremment avee les pécheurs Anglois; il est sensible, Monsieur, que si nous
n'avons pas une restriction positive a leur opposer ils se jetteront en foule dans
les parages qui nous sont réservés ¢t nous priveront de lexercice de la
“plus grande partie de notre droit de péche. Ce n’est strement pas I’intention
de votre Cour. Je vous prie de lui en faire la remarque, étant bien persuadé
qwelle se portera daprés nes’ premiers pourparlers 3 écarter Vinconvénient que
© je ne dois pas me dissimuler. co o
o * * + t *
' Jai, &e. o
(Signé) - DE VERGENNES.
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“he insisted most strenuously, on a variety of grounds, for the insertion of the word
«sexclusif.” I at last agreed to alter.as follows the second paragraph of your Lordship’s
proposed Declaration, it appearing to me that the difference was hardly worth objecting
to: “A cette fin, ct pour que les pécheurs des deux nations ne fassent pas naitre des
querelles journalieres, Sa Majesté Britannique prendra les mesures les plus positives pour
prévenir que ses sujets ne. troublent en aucune manitre la péche des Francois, pendant
I'exercice temporaire qui leur est accordé sur les cotes de Vlsle de Terre-Nenve, ct elle
fera retirer & ect effet les établissements sédentaires qui ¥ seront formés” And I
further consented to add, after the words ““leurs échafaudages,” the words “se bornant
A réparer leurs batiments de péche.” ’ S

, No. 18.
Mr. FitsHerbert to Lord Grantham.—(Received February 2.)
(No. 12.) : , ‘ :
(Extract.) . Paris, January 25, 1783,

I FURTHER inclose to your Lordship a copy of M. de Vergennes’ full-power, I
have not yet finally settled with him the precise form of the Ministerial Declaration to be
giveu in upon the subject of the Fishery, nor of that respecting the Island of St. Vincent,
for as these two points did not call for an immediate conclusion, I thought it better to
wait for your Lordship’s further instructions concerning them.

NQ. 19.

My, FitsHerbert to Mr. Fox.—(Received April 24.)
(No. 43.) C o - o
(Extract.) ‘ . Paris, April 18,1783, .. -

YOUR Esxcellency will, of course, have seen in the correspondence that there are two -
- Ministerial Declarations agreed to be made on our part at the signature of the Definilive
Treaty, the one, for rendering exclusive the French fishery on' their share of the coast
of Newfoundland ; and the other, for the security of the Carib inhabitants of St. Vincent,
and for confirming such grants of unsetiled lands in that island as were made whilst it
was in the possession of France. On the other hand, this Court isto give in a Declaration
which shall confirm in like manner such grants as may have been made at Santa Lucia
whilst in the possession of Great Britain. I likewise bad it in instructions from Lord
Grantham to deliver in a Memorial {o the French Court, stating the ideas of ours as to
scveral other points mentioned in the Treaty, a draft of which Memorial his Lordship
sent me, but with a power to new-model it as, afler sounding M. de Vergennes upon
those points, I might think most advisable. Ihave accordingly prepared such a paper,
- and take the liberty of transmitting it herewith to your Excellency, for your consideration.
If presented it will, of course, be answered by this Court, and I have reason to think that -
that answer will be, in the main, satisfactory, N C ‘ o

Inclosure in No. 19
Extract from Memorandum. - , ,
CLE Roi,de la Grande-Brefégne en cédant les Isles de St.-Pierre ct de Miquelon A -
la France les regarde comme cédées  fin de servir réellement d’abri aux pécheurs -

Trangois, et dans la conflance entitre que ces possessions ne deviendront point un objet
dc jalousie entre les deux nations. R o oo o .

‘ - No. 20." ‘
| My Foz to the Duke of Manchester. _
- (No.8) . - o T T
- (Extract.) : - St James', April 30, 1783,

WITH respect to the two Ministerial Declarations alluded to in Mr. FitzHerbert’s
o ,dcspntcil, as)}lis Majesty’s Royal word was in some degree pledged to them at the time
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of signing the Preliminarics, they must undouhtedly be renewed at present if the Court
of Versailles think such a renewal necessary, and I shall accordingly transmit to your
Grace herewith inclosed two Declarations to the effect desired. I confess with regard
fo that relating to the fishery the words do not go to my understanding so far as
Mr. Fitzl{erbert seems to think, or as the word ¢ exclusive” which ke nses, and which is
- not in the Declaration, seems to intimate.

Inclosure in No. 20.
Declaration.

LE Roi étant entiérement d’accord avec Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne sur les Articles
du Traité Définitif, cherchera tous les moiens qui pourront non senlement en assurer
Yexécution, avecla bonne foi et la ponctualité qui lui sont connues, mais de plus donnera,
de son coté, toute eflicace possible aux principes qui empécheront jusquau moindre
germe de dispute 3 I'avenir. 4

A cette fin, et pour que les pécheurs des deux nations ne fassent pas naitre des
querelles journalitres, Sa Majesté Britannique prendra les mesures Ie plus positives pour
prévenir que les sujets ne troublent en aucune maniére la péche des Frangois, pendant
Yexercice temporaire qui leur est accordé sur les cotes de FIle de Terre-Necuve; e
elle fera retirer & cet effet les établissemens sédentaires qui y seront formés. :

Lrarticle XIII du Traité d’Utrecht, ct la méthode de faire la péche, qui a été de tout
temps reconnue, sera le modedle sur lequel la péche s’y fera. On r’y contreviendra
pas, ni d’une part ni de Pautre, les pécheurs Francois ne batissant rien que leurs
échafaudages, se bornant 4 réparer leurs Dbitiments de péche, et n’y hivernant
point.  Les sujets de Sa Majesté Britannique, de leur part,ne molestant aucanement les
pgchcurs Francais durant leurs péches, ni ne dérangeant leurs échafaudages durant leur
absence.

v . - No. 21.

My, FitsHerbert to Mr. Fox.—(Received Mzy 7.)
(No. 45.) ‘ ‘
(Extract.) - Paris, May 4, 1783,
I RECEIVED, by Flint, the honour of your Excellency’s despatches Nos. 48
z%nd. 49, with the inclosed sketches for Definitive Treaties with the Courts of France and
vpain. '
I have had several conversations with M. de Vergennes upen the contents of the
former; and yesterday, he having taken the King his master’s orders upon the subject
the evening before had a formal conference with him, wherein we discussed the two
projects, Article by Article; and I purpose acquainting you, Sir, in this letter, with the
result thcre*of, following the method observed in your Excellency’s despatch.
‘ ‘ * * * : *

In the Vth Article, M. de Vergennes consents to adopt your Excellency’s form of
expression, with the following alterations: 1. Instead of «Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne -
pour prévenir, &c., renonce,” he proposes to inserl “ consent i renoncer.” 2. Instead of
“Sa Majesté le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne consent que la péche,” &e, he inserts,

- “consent en échange que la péche,” &c. 3. For the words * commencera, passera, et
aura pour limite Pendroit appelé,” &e., he substitutes commencant, passant,”’ et
“s'étendra jusqu'd Pendroit appelé,’” &e. All these alterations he ‘proposes in order
‘ﬁ.lere.by to mark more clearly that, if -we have made a cession to them of an additional -
district of coast, it was in consideration of a similar .cession made on their side, 2nd, as
this seems to square with your Excellency’s ideas upon the subject, perhaps you may have -
1o ohjection to admit the Article so altered. It at least presenis 2 much more precise

- meaning than the same Article in the Preliminaries, which your Excellency will sce from
the correspondence I objected to when it was first proposed upon the ground you

- mention, and had engaged M. de Vergennes to consent to an alteration of. ‘ Lo

In regard to the last alteration proposed by your Excelleney of the words “ils.
;mt drox’tq _en jouir en vertu du Traité,” &ec., for “ils ont joui de celle qui

. \el""' & ete assignée,” &e. I found it absolutely impossible to engage the French
Minister to give up the specific mention of the right, but, as I pointed out to



19

him, the extreme inaccuracy of the word “en jouir,” used in the Preliminaries, he
consents to substitute in licu of them, ““ comme ils ont eu droif de jouir de celle qui leur a
¢té assignée,” &c.  The Article therefore runs, according io M. de Vergennes’ proposal,
as in the inclosed paper No. 2. .

I have to mention here respecting the Declaration agrced to be given in by
Lord Grantham upon the subject of the French fishery, that M. de Vergennes still
continues to press for the insertion of such words in the said Declaration as shall secure
the said fizhery to them exclusively ; and with this view he proposes that the latter part
of Lord Grantham’s Declaration upon that subject may be as follows: ¢ A cette fin
et peur que la rencontre des pécheurs des deux nations ne fasse pas naitre des querelles,
Sa Majesté Britannique prendra les mesures les plus posiiives pour dearter la concurrence
de ses sujets, au prdjudice de ceux de la France qui pécheront sur les edtes qui sont
assigndes d ceux-ci, et Sa dite Majesté fera retirer,” &e.  He further desires that, at the
close of the said Declaration, the words “se bornant i réparer leurs batiments de péche ”
may be inserted in speaking of the facilities which are to be allowed to the French
fishermen, that operation having been constantly permitted in virtue of the Treaty of
Utrecht till of late years, when it had been obstructed by the British Commanding
Officers on the Newfoundland Station. Lastly. he requests that the orders to be given
upon these heads to His Majesty’s Governor of Newfoundland may be communicated
(agreeably to what has been practised more than once) to the Court of France. -

™ ) . * * % *

In the close of Article XI, M. de Vergennes has suggested the inserting, instead of
the ‘words “ quant au commerce de la gomme,” &ec., the words, “1l est convenu par
rapport 4 la traite de la gomme que les bittiments marchands Anglois qui s’occupent a
ce trafic auront la liberté de se rendre & Arguin dans la saison canvenable i ce commerce,
de mettre & terre les marchandises qui y sont propres, sans pouvoir y faire aucun
établissement permanent.” This proposal I, of course, took purely ad referendum,
intimating only a wish fer “Portendic” instead of “Arguin,” as I inferred from your
Excellency’s letter that it was the best-anchoring-place of the two; but M. de Vergennes
Jjustified his preference of the former upon the plausible ground of its being farther
removed from their principal Scttlement of Senegal. I likewise told him that, should we
accept his offer, we should naturally expeet the exclusive right of anchoring at Arguin
during the season, observing that otherwise his propositien was obviously inadmissible, it -
being absurd to suppose that we should give up & concurrent trade upon the whole exlent
of the Gum coast for the sake of nothing more than a like concurrent trade along a
small part of it. The force of this reasoning he, of course, admitted, but scemed to
insinuate that if they should consent to insert the word ¢ exclusive” in this case, they
should expect a like insertion of it on our part in that Article of the Treaty which speaks
of their fishery upon the coast of Newfoundland, the two nations being in asituation nearly
similar in regard to these two branches of commerce. '

Inclosure in No. 21,
Article V.

SA Majest¢ le Roi Trés Chrétien, pour prévenir les querelles qui ont eu licu jusqu’y -
prisent entre les deux nations Angloise et Francoise consent 3 renoncer au droit de
-péche qui lui appartient en vertu de I'Article XIII susmentionné, du Traité d*Utrecht,
depuis le Cap Bonavista jusqu'au Cap St.-Jean, situé sur la cote orientale de Terre- -
“Neuve par les 50 degrés de latitude septentrionale ; et Sa Majests le Roi de la Grande-
‘Bretagne consent ‘en échange que la péche assignée aux sujets de Sa Majesté Trds -
Clrétienne commengant au dit Cap St.-Tean, passant par le nord, ct descendant par la
cole occidentale de Plsle de Terre-Neuve s'étendra jusqu'a I'endroit appelé Cap Ray,
situé au 47° 50 de latitude. Les pécheurs Frangois jouiront de la ‘péche qui leur est
assignée par le présent Article, comme ils ont cu droit de jouir de'celle qui leur a été
assignée par le Traité d'Utrecht. - : e

N - . ‘if""(}'
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No. 22,

The Duke of Manchester to Mr. Foz.—(Received May 29.)

(No. 5.) .
(Extract.) ‘ Paris, May "3 1483

I IIAVE had the honour of receiving your despatches Nos. 11 and 18 hy "the post
and Nos. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17 b) Roworth, and communicated the same to
Mr. FitzHerbert. In consequence, we took the first opportunity of conferring with
M. le Comte de Vergennes and the Comte D'Aranda; and have now the honour of
transmitting to you the result of a conference held yesterday. In order to render this
letter as short as the subject will admit, endeavouring at the same time to be as distinet

as possible, I mean not to trouble you with any remarks on such Articles as have been

finally agreed upon, but will proceed direetly to the other Articles, taking them in
regular order. ‘
* * * o ‘
Article V. M. de Vergennes sirenuously persists in refaining, at the close of this
Article, the words “ont eu droit de jouir.”” e continues likewise to press very strongly
the introduction of such words as shall secure to the French fishermen the exclusive
enjoyment, but is at the same time willing that the Declaration should be so worded as
not absolutcly to amount to a precise cession of the right. Hec therefore proposes to
insert in the said Declaration the words ““ que ses sujets (du Roi de la Grande-Bretagne)
ne troublent point par leur concours ceux de la France dans l’c\ercme temporalre,” &e.

No. 23.

The Duke of Manchester to Mr. Fox.~—(Received June 21.)
(No. 14.) ‘
(Extract.) Paris, June 18, 1783,

I RECEIVED the honour of your despfltches Nos. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30 by
Dickens, and, in consequence, had a long conference with the Comte de V crgennes and
the Comte D’Aranda on Saturday las’t at which, though we did not come to any
absolute couclusion, yet the business was b ought very forvard. 1 hope another meeting -
will enable me to send you a fair drafi of the Krticles of the Definitive Treaty, as agreed
upon between us, and such as I'hope you will find to be quite agreeable to the instructions
I have received from you at various times, and which the return of that 1\It.sscmfver, xt
authorized and approved by His Majesty, will enable me to sign.

The chicf points that were discussed were the Articles V, VII, XI, XIII, and XVI, - ‘
The first Article, No. V, occasioned a good deal of conversatlon ; at lenorth, accordm« to
the authority you gave me, I consented to admit in the Dcchmtlon “the words ¢} par
leur concours,” or, as better French, “par leur concurrence,” conditionally, that the

" French Ministers should on their part relax on other pomts which they promised, and -
appcar now mclmcd to do.

No. 24

‘ The Duke of Manchester to Mr. Foa: -—(Recewed June 25)
- (No. 16) ‘ : N
(Extract) - ’ ' ' Parzs June 22, 1783,
I HAVE mcloscd hkemse a ‘Projet’ de Contre-Déclamtxon,” vyluch the I‘rench‘l‘
Minister means to deliver in, in exchann*e of thc Declaratlon Tam to nge m, \xhcu we:
meet to sign the Treaty S ‘ ,
‘ e s "  JE * :
The word « excluswe ? s used where the) speak of the « péche »* This Word I
hoped would have not been again broufrht forward, as we had agreed to Insert the
words, “par leur concurrence.” “It is not anywhere used in the ’I‘reaty, nor is it in'the
English Dcclarahon, and therefore seems to have little force, but, however, as France
‘ccrtaml) does not wish to insert it merely as an exp]etne, should any danger be
apprehended from it I think it may be reasonably resisted; and pcrhaps given up but n:
this likewise I desire to be fully dnccted ‘ o




..
Inclosure in No, 24.
Ecztract from the ¢ Projet de Contre-Déclaration.”

QUANT 4 la péche exclusive sur les cotes de Terre-Neuve qui a été objet des
pouveaux arrangements -dont les deux Souverains sont convenus sur cette matidre, elle -
est suffisamment exprimée par I'Article du Traité de Paix sizné ce jourd’hui, et par
Ia Déclaration remise également ce jourd’hui par ’Ambassadeur Ixtraordinaire et Pléni-
potentiaire de Sa Majest¢ Britannique; et Sa Majesté déclare qu'clle est pleinement
satisfaite A cet égard. ‘ o ,

Pour ce qui est de la péche entre I'Tle de Terre-Neuve et celles de Saint-Pierre et
Miquelon, elle ne pourra se faire de part et d’autre que jusqu'd mi-canal; et Sa Majesté
* donnera les ordres les plus précis pour que les pécheurs Frangois n’outrepassent point
cette ligne; Sa Majesté est dans la ferme confiance que le Roi de la Grande-Bretagne
donnera de pareils ordres aux pécheurs Anglois. : ‘ ‘

- No. 25.

" Mr. Foz to the Duke of Manchester. '
No. 33.) ‘
(Extract.) St. James', July 2, 1783,

THE project inclosed in your Grace’s despatch No, 16 has had the fullest considera~
tion, and I am happy in having His Majesty’s commands to inform you that there appear
to be very few difficulties remaining, and those of such a nature as may probably be got
over. . ‘

The word “exclusive  in the project of the French Counter-Declaration is certainly -
exceptionable, and cannot, I conceive, be much insisted upon by the French Minister.
When we have used the words “par leur concurrence,” the use of the word “ exelusive *
in his answer cannot be material to him, and it is no otherwise objectionable to us than

as it might be construed to convey an idea of *exclusive right,” which he has uniformly -
disclaimed. ‘I should bope, therefore, that the omission of this word may be obtained;

but if it cannot, your Grace must make another Declaration upon the French Counter.

Declaration, protesting that His Majesty does not mean to grant “exclusive” fishery -

any otherwise than by ordering his subjects not to “ molest by concurrence,” &e.

‘ No. 26. o
‘ “The Duke of Manchester to Mr. Foz.~—(Received July 17.)
(Xo. 23.) |
(Extract.) Paris, July 13, 1783. -

OX Friday last, according to agreement, I bad a conference with the Comtes de
Vergennes and D'Aranda, and I have the satisfaction to inform you that the French -
- Minister has been persuaded to omit the word “exclusive” in the “projet” of the’
- French Counter-Declaration, which will render another Declaration from me unnecessary.




